HEADQULRTERS
U. S. STRATECIC BOIMBING SURVEXY
(PLCIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SLN,FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. 152 PLACE: Tokyo
. DLTE: 27 OCTOBIR 1945

Division of Origin: Basic liaterials
Subject: Manchurian Light and NonFerrous lMetals

Personnel interrogated:

lir. R. SHINMADA Former president of the Nanchuvria
liining Co. Returned from Ifanchuria
in 1942. |

Mr. M. NAKAJILA Tokyo Branch lianager of Manchuria
Iiagnesivnn Co. Retuvrned from Manchuria
in May 1944. - |

r. K. KISHIFOTO Seeretary to Mr. Y. Alkawa

Mr. MAKINO Tokyo Branch lManager of Menchuria

Mr. K. SAwi Tokyo Branch lianager of Menchvuria
Liecht letels Co.

. Ir. H. KAGAITRA Tokyo Branch kanager of Japan-lanchuria

L Trading Co. Ltd. .

. . i e o = 5 el P RS %o T 2 4y s s B P AR e - L o e 2 P oo g e s R

2 -y e T ‘%_'_',-:,_.!,- Sroihah "i'-"";t."-'-‘""‘“'-'-!-i' S 'lﬁﬁl et . 5 el Ao T = = o e }ﬁ_ : e f L e sy Vg L g S e ST A T 2k

X ke -';»f:h'-:f?' P e A o e B R e e L R R e e I e et s L T e e T e e DR T e R 1

T T g ki e e e S L A RS R e s B S e e i St
= R i T Pyt e e A A o R A = Sy R TR G e e 3 S 7 FAtire Bl g

Where interviewed: Sshirokiya Department Store
Interrogator: Lt. R. C. BEYER
Interpreter: Lt. BOHANNON, IMr. KISHINOTO
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Allied Officers Present: Mr, Donald COLWELL
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L written request for information on the capacity, pro-
duction, ~f all non-ferrovs installations, exports and inmports,
and detailed plant inforrmatlon wes submitted to the ren inter-
rogated. ‘Their reply will avidently be based on scraps of
rccords they possess and on neriorye. The Licnchurian Governnent
made it illeral for any details of plant equipnment, prodvction
etc., to be transnitted to Japan. L1l the nen interrogated
clajred that the detailed informeation requested of then was
not evailrble anywhere in Japan,
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INTERROGATION NO. 152

Production quotas for each ‘anchurian Company were set by
the Manchurian Government which in tvrn had received requests
either directly from the Japanese Governrment or from the Arny,
(zenerally through the Kwantung Army).

The shipping for the non-ferrous metals (with the exception
of alvminur and rmagnesiur) was handled by the Japan-kanchurian
Trading Co. However, the Navy took over the handling and ship-
nent of rmech leed, end the irmy of rolybdenum, so that the
Trading Co.'s import and export figures ore incomplets.

Lirht end non-ferrovs metals production in Ifanchuria was
alrost entirely in the hends of the Manchuria Indvstrial Develop-
ment Corporation (kengyo). Ten precent, it was estimated, was
handled privately. The subsidiaries of longyo in the production
of the 1izht metals were the lManchuria L.agnesium Co. for nag-
nesium, the Menchuria Licht lietals Co. for almminmm and alumina,
and the Manchuria lining Co. for the other nori-ferrous netals.
The lianchuria Leed Co. had merged with the Ianchuria liining Co.
in 1944, Completely outside the jurisdiction of liagyo Wes the
iianehuria I'ining Developrient Co., 2ll the shores of which were
held by the lianchurian Governmen%. This latter company owned

o emelter and refinery -t livkden,

The only ragnesium plant in operction woas at Yingkow.
Production was begun with rmagnesite and changed over to sea
water. Iitsubishi was brildine a plant thirty miles north of
Dairen but it was nevar finished. This plant had a Euvropean
rmarket before the ovtbreck of war, bnt with the outbreck demand
fell off for a2 time and the company was tryins to promote all
kinds of uses for reenesium. As the war ~dvanced, however,
Japen eagerly bonght the entire supoly.

Alvrinr and alvnmina produced at Fishun from shale was of
hieh quality and they were Very pround of it. At one time 1,000
tons of alurinous shale were inmported from North China, but
tronsportotion difficvlties prevented the continuvation of this
practice, and local shcles were vsed thenceforth. Approxinately
30 percent of the ingot was shipped to Jopan, the rest consuned
locally. Its chisf use was as a suvbstitrte for copper wire in
the power indvstry. Ir. Nakajina clained the aluninum produced
had an electrical conductivity of 61% of copper. There was no
aluriinun rolling equiprent in Menchuria. The Antung plant,
owned half by Sunitomo and half by Langyo never Was finished.

Zinc was exported to Japan as concentrates. The New Jersey
vertical retort plmnt ¢t Koroto never went into operation.

Menchuria nezded arornd five to six thousand tons of
refined copper. Her nining resonrcces 1inited her to 4000 tons

and refining cepacity to 2600 tons. The difference Wwas imported
from Japan.

Lead wes shipped to Japan as ore.




