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General Con-

Of the Whole Course of Positive Philosophy

by Auguste Comte

1. Explanation of the object of this course, or general considerations on the nature and importance of the

siderations positive philosophy, . . . i .
erations (9, Explanation of the plan of this course, or general considerations on the hierarchy of the positive sciences,
(Philosophical considerations on mathematics as a whole,
1. (eneral view of mathematical anal®
ysis. . .
The calctlus vee  vee wee oo oo )2 The calcuius of direct functions.
3. The calcuius of indirect functions,
4, The caleulus of variations,
5. The caleulus of tinite differences,
Mathemati 1. General view of geometry.
ematics. . . 3. Geometry of the ancients
- N L] .
Amnsn_p_ consideratiots on w. ... Geometr 3. Fundamental conception of unalytieal
Y e e wee see e geometry,
4, General study of lines,
H. General study of surfaces.

‘
Astronomy

P

i

“

Rational mechanics
PhilosopLical considerations on astronomy as a whole,

Geometrical phenomena

General considerations on ..

Mechanical phenomena

Physics

InorganiiLSchnees .

Chemistry

s Physiology

Organic §ciences

Social y
Physics

Considerations on positive cosmogony.
Philasophical considerations on physics as a whole,

Barologye. oo s o oee el
. Thermology . e e wen on
General considerations on ... ...JAcoustics ... e e ey
Optics .« .
Electricity .. vor vee aen e
General considerations on chemistry as a whole, .
) . 1.
. . Inorganic chemistryy .., .. .
General considerations on .. ... 24
Organic chemistry.. we o o
3.

Philosophical considerations on physiology as a whole.

Fundamental principles vl mechanics.
General view of staties,

General view of dynamics.

General theorems of mechanie-.

General exposition of methods of
observation.

Study of the elementary geometrical
phenomena.

Theory of the earth's movement.

The laws of Kepler,

Law of universal gravitation.

Philosophical estimate of this law.

Explanation of celestial phenomens
by this law,

Experimental study of the phe-
nomena of heat.

Mathematical theory of these phe-
nomena.

General view of inorganic chemis-
try.

The doctrine of definite propor~
tions,

The electro-chemical theory.

The structure and cemposition of living bodies,

The classification of living bodies,
General considerations on ... ...<'The organic life.
) The animal life ..,
. \The cerebral functions
1.

"
-

1.
2.

ses een

Introduction ...

. & science,
Method

vee  aee wee

(1.
12

a whole,

Doctrine ...

e nver

Historical study of the progress
of civilization,
v .

General Summary (1. Summary of the positive method,

and
Conclusions

2. Summary of the positive doctrine,
3. Future of the positive philosophy.

\ Theological stage ...

Examination of the older theories,
Explanation of the positive theory,

(eneral considerations on necestity and opporiuneness of social physics.
Kxamination of the principal attempts made hitherto to establish such

Characteristics of the positive method in its application te social
The relations of social physies to the other sciences.

(lonsiderations on the general structure of human societies, .
The fundamental natural law of the development of the human species s

[phenomena

Fetchism.
...} Polytheism,
Monotheism,

Metaphysical stage.
Positive stage,
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