
C

1113\14
;1/41/4-.;n1-1"".1/4\RUN KUMAR CHATTERJ EE)

Ttz1-4 (Tki . .4 t . )
1/4 irts1V1Yoint Secrexemy -

#511-0-z:( i -4 " - tA t
Mi n i s t r y o f  E x t e r n a l  A f f a l r e

- - -N e w

* -

0- )3) Co-6?i

:

'1/41/4 \

A



600



Secr

L a i

Embassy of India
Tokyo

F.R.I s MEA Telex No.ATLX 12 of 9th Februarr;tot., .
711 ^f r . \Trom uotrmj aooresseo -Lo tAri

We have a file on this V C._44,5,S ICI
sd/- c----------

0E.Gonsalves)
10/2/78

On file Pl.

P.S7"to Arab.
(A.Rlam)

10/2/78

FPRP1I I MEA letter
from DWEA) addressedLUC(-?)

Please examine and put up a draft reply .

sd/-

iU:4AT)

Director(EA) has written to us regarding a recent press conference
by Shri Subramaniam Swami,M.P. alleging that some "treasure belonging
to the INA" was kept by late Jawaharlal Nehru for hilself. The Ministry
has called for our comments on the news story.

2. I have gone through the records available in the Embassy and the
two relevant files s F.5(1)N00,-I and No.F.26(14)/48 are placed below.
As per the records, it is a fact that certain "treasure" belonging
to the erstwhile Indian National Army was taken over by the Embassy
from one Mr.Ramamoorthy in September 1952. This Embassy sent it to
New Delhi by hand of Shri K.R.Damle, then Joint Secretary in the
Agriculture Ministry.,7e Intimation of the receipt in Delhi was
received vide page 11 of the file (flag'A' to 'J' may also please
be seen). However, the files do not make it clear as to how Shri Damle
was chosen for this task and there is no "secret cypher telegram"
supposed to have been sent by the late Prime Minister to the then
Indian Ambassador or Shri Damle, available. Vide Sl.No.3 of the attached
file, it can be seen that Mr.M.A.Rauf, Ambassador, in a top secret
telegram to New Delhi had said that it was "proposed" to send the stuff
through Shri Damle. There are no available records to indicate further
disposal of the treasure after it reached India.

3. Accordingly, we may write to the Ministry of Home Affairs, as per
draft placed below, giving all the details available with us on the
subject.

C(P) may please see.

(R.RAJAGOTALAN)
First gecy.(P)
N1.2.78.

fl



, 10 0207=00913 +
INDEMESY J24850E+
INDEMBSY J24850
31 31.92 FRCN INP

Al l X - 1 2 NIVIA; rri 1-1T 7  SO 09 1 7 nQ: 1 S T

tk--
ETAT

/DogoC

tz-(-
99(itv

INDEMEASSY TOKYO

A N RAM FROM US(FE) C.)

AN ITEM FROM INDIAN EXPRESS OF 9TH FEBRUARY 1978 ENTITLED

'DP SWAMY URGES PROBE INTO INA 'TREASURE' IS REPRODUCED BELOW: -

THE JANATA PARTY LEADER DR SUERAMANIAM SWAMY MP TODAY

DEMANDED REOPENING OF THE INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH -41F

OF NETAJI SUEHAS CHANDRAEOSE WITH A VIEW TO FINDING OUT WHAT

HAD HAPPENED TO THE TREASURE OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY(.)

ADDRESSING A PRESS CONFERENCE HERE HE SAID THAT THE

TREASURE RETURNED BY THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT AS A MARt:OF

RESPECT TO NETAJI EOSE AND TO EXPRESS GRATITUDE TO INDIA FOR NOT

DEMANDING WAR REPARATIONS WAS WORTH RS. 2 :CRCRES (2CRORES)

0THEN AND RS.2.0 CRORES AT CURRENT PRICES(.)

ACCRODING TO DR SWAMY THE TREASURE CONSISTED OF GOLD AND DIAMOND

ORNAMENTS DONATED TOINA BY INDIANS OVERSEAS(.)

THE TREASURE LOADED IN TWO TRUNKS HADEEEN BROUGHT FROM TOKYO

TO THE PRESENSE OF THE THEN PRIME MINISTER MR JAWAHARLAL NEHRU(.)

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE ADDS:- DR SWAMY A+SAID HE WAS MAKING THIS

DISCLOSURE AFTER AN INTENSIVE RESEAR CH WORK AND WOULD PRODUCE

NECESSARY EVIDNENCE TO SUBSTANTIATE HIS ALLEGATION IN THE FORTH-

COMING SESSION OF THE ECK SALHA(.)

IN THE WORDS OF DR SWAMY THE DRAMA IS::
SOME TIME IN AUGUST 1952 -

THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT IN ORDER TO OBTAIN INDIANS

SYMPATHY COMMUNICATED TO THE THEN PRIME MINISTER THAT THEY

WERE IN POSSESSION OF GOLD AD+AND DIAMOND ORNAMENTS BELONGING

TO THE INA

END OF PAGE ONE)



PACE TWO

INUEMESY J24850

....AND WAN.
INCEMBSY J24650

....AND WANTED TO RETURN IT AS A RESPECT TO THE MEMORY OF NETAJI

BOSE(.) THIS MESSAGE WAS CONVEYED TO BY THE THEN FOREIGN

SECREATARY , MR R K NEHRU(-)

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU THEN ORDERED AN ICS OFFICER

(SINCE RETIRED AND LI NG) , WHO WAS ON TOUR IN THE USA TO

STUDY AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION PROGRAMME, TO PROCEED TO

TOKYO FOR "FURTHER STUDIES".(.)THOUGH PUZZLED THE OFFICER OBEYED(.

IN NOVEMBER 1952, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU SENT A CIPHER CABLE TO THIS

OFFICER, THROUGH THE INDIAN AMBASSADOR IN

TOKYO (NOW DEAD)(.) ACCORDING TO DR SWAMY THE DECODED TELEGRAM

REAF AS "YOU SHOULD DEPART TOKYO DIRECT TO DELHI WITH

TWO TRUNKS SEALED AND HANDED OVER TO YOUR BY

THE INDIAN AMBASSADOR AT THE AIRPORT(.) UPON ARRIVAL IN DELHI

PLEASE BRING THOSE DIRECT TO MY RESIDENCE AND HAND THOSE OVER TO

ME PERSONALLY(.)

ACCORDINGLY , THE ICS OFFICER LEFT BY A BOAC FLIGHT TO DELHI

WITH THE TRUNKS(.) THE PLANE DEVELOPED ENGINE TROUBLE AT

HONGKONG(.) AT THE AIRPORT THE OFFICER CONTACTED THE GOVERNOR-

,NOR GENERAL , WHO THEN MADE SPECIAL SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE

TRUNKS(.)

LATER, THE GOVERNOR GENERAL COMMUNICATED TO THE BRITISH FOREINC

+FOREIGN OFFICE THAT "TWO MYSTERIOUS SEALED TRUBNKS FROM JAPAN

WERE ON WAY TO INDIA"(.)

WHEN THE BOAC FLIGHT LANDED AT DELHI AIRPORT MR R K NEHRU

WAS WAITING ON THE TARMAC IN HIS OFFICIAL CAR(.)

AS THIS A+OFFICER ALIGHGTED FROM THE PLANE, MR NEHRU ACCOSTED HIM

AND DEMANDED THE CUSTODY OF THE TRUNKS(.) THE OFFICER

REFUSED SHOWING HIM A COPY OF THE CIPHER -TELEGRAM(*)

(END OF PAGE TWO)



PAGE THREE

INCEMBSY J24650

WITHOUT GOING THROUGH CUSTOMS FORMALITIES, THE OFFICER WAS DRIVEN

TO JAWAHAR LAL NEHRU'S TEEN MURTI RESIDENCE(*) HE WAS USHERED

INTO HIS PRIVATE STUDY WHERE THEPRIME MINISTER WAS WAITING(.)

ON NEHRU'S ORDER, THE TRUNKS WERE OPENED(.) THESE CONTAINED

GOLD AND DIAMOND ORNAMENTS, SOME OF THEM CHARRED

WITH SOOT(.)

DR SWAMY ALLEGES THAT ACCORDING TO HIS INFORMATION ALL THEESE

ORNAMENTS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY MELTED IN ALLAHAEAD AND CREDITED TO

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU'S PERSONAL ACCOUNT(.) NOT

A WORD OF SUEASH'S TREASURE WAS HEARD AGAIN(.)

ACCORDING TO HIN+HIM, DURING THE EMERGENCY, WHILE IN LONDON

HE HAD STUMBLED ON SOME BRITISH GOVERNMENT DE CLASSIFIED CABLES

WHICH MENTIONED THAT A VAST TREASURE OF JEWELS AND COLD

CI+DONATED BY THEOVERSEAS INDIAN TO NETAJ1 EOSE WAS "UNTRACEABLE

OR MISSING"(.)

PICKING UP THE THREAD, HE SAYS, HE STARTED THE

INVESTIGATION(.) HE THANKS THE EDITOR OF THE "ORGANISER, MR K R

MALKANI, FOR HIS SUBSEQUENT TIPS'(.)

DR SWAMY DEMANDED THE REOPENING OFTHE INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH OF

NETAJ1 SUBHAS CHANDRA ECSE"

LETER IN THIS CONNECTION FOLLWS:-

FOREING

COLES:- ATLX-12 75U TREASURE OF INA

MEA/VIJ 091950 1ST P L
INDEMESY J24850
31 3192 FRGN IN ................
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MOST IMMEDIATE/S

4 21-; 1(1

U

(Miss) N.N. Hared%
Director (EA).

No. C/43/1/78 -JP

Dear Shri Ram,

fakir ;OMR, nt fvfft-t t
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

NEw Dun -11

10th Jr,

f a r q ' T
Ministry of External Atiaii

New Dalhi

siI's 1978.

C-L/W

( . )

This refers to our telex message dated February
1978 reproducing news item from the 'Indian E tssl of
9th February, 1978 entitled "Dr. Swamy urges probe into
INA 'treasure". This article has boon carried by almost
all the major newspapers.

2 . According to Dr. Subrammniam Swamy, Janata MP, the
INA treasure consisted gold and diamond ornaments donated
to INA by Indians overseas. The treasure loaded in two
trunks had been returned by the Japanese Government to
India in 1952 as a mark of respect to Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose. Dr. Swamy alleged that in November 1952 Mr.
Nehru sent an ICS officer to Tokyo and a cipher. -cable
was sent to the ICS officer through the Indian Ambassador
in Tokyo (now dead). According to Dr. Swamy the decoded

i
telegram read as: "You should depart Tokyo direct to Delhi
with two trunks sealed and handed over to yall by the
Indian Ambassador at the airport. Upon arrival in Delhi
please bring direct to my residence and hand it to me

'personally repeat to me personally."

1-- 3 . Dr. Swamy alleged that according to his information
"all these NAMMILIk ornaments were subsequently melted in
All ahabad and credited to Jawaharlal Nehru's personal
account. Not a word of Subhash's treasure was heard again."

4. Since Dr. Swamy has specifically mentioned cipher
'telegram to the Embassy in Tokyo, will you kindly check
your records of cipher telegrams aid send your comments
direct to Shri J.C. Pandey, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Home Affairs, New Delhi.

5. I am also enclosing herewith a clipping on the
subject from the "Hindustan Times".

Shri A.N. Ram,
Counsellor,
Emba ssy o f India,
Tokyo.

Enc1.1

Yours sincerely,

(Miss) (N.N. Haralu)
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Netaji treasure was kept
by Nehru, alleges Swamy

Hindustan Times.. Corres,pundent-
BOMBAY,' Fe b, MY RES IDE NCE AN D HAN D

I mme di a t e re ope n i ng of a ful l in- i f 1 0 Mei re i R S ON ALLY R E P E AT
qui ry in t o t he de a t h of Ne t a j i TO ME P E R S ON ALLY . "
S u bh as h C h an dr a Bose , J a n a t a M e Accord i ngl y, t he I S of f i ce r le f t
S u b r a ma n i a m Swainy t oday al- by BOAC Hi gh t to Delhi wi t h t he
le ge d t h a t a por t i on of t he "u n - t r u n k s bu t t he p l ane de ve l ope d
t rac e ab l e " t re as u re of Ne t aj i ha d e n g i n e t ro ub l e in Ho ng Kon g, Mr
be e n "a pp r op r i a t e d by t he fo r me r S w a m y sai d . A t t he a i r po r t t he re ,
P r i m e Min is te r, Mr N e hr u , fo r t h e  o f f i ce r  c o n t a c t e d  t he  Go v e r n or .
n g a r e n r m  I ' , c r . Ge n e r a l w h o t h e n m a d e specia l

'I M ak i ng th i s s e ns a t i onal al l ega- s e cu r i t y a r r a n ge m e n t s fo r t h e
t i on a t a P re s s conf e re nce he re , Ll ' L L II IL S . L a i l L e k , L I M

Mr S w a m y sai d , " I a m s ayi ng t h i s e ra l s e n t a cab l e t o t h e Br i t is h
wi t h fu l l re spons i bi l i t y an d sup- F o re i gn Off ice i n fo rm i n g t h e m of
por t i ng ev i de nce . " Most of t he t he " t w o mys t e r i o us se a l e d t r u n k s
pe rs ons wh o know re l e van t fac t s f r o m t h e J a p a n e s e " o n wa y t o
a r e al ive a n d do c um e n t s ar e avai l - I nd i a .
abl e , he ad de d . W h e n t h e B OAC fl i gh t final ly

He wa n t s t ha t t he Go ve r nm e n t l a nd e d in Del hi a i r po r t , M r R. K.
s hou l d i mme di a t e l y se a l al l fi les N e h r u w a s wai t i ng t h e r e i n t he
of c i p he r t e l e g ra ms ma i n t a i n e d in t a r m a c in hi s off ici al ca r . As t h i s
t he I nd i an .  E mbas s y a t T okyo a n d of f i ce r a l i gh t e d f r o m t h e pl ane ,
t he E x t e rn a l Affa i r s Mi ni st ry. T h e Mr .R. K. N e h r u accos t e d h i m a n d
Go ve r nm e n t shou l d ,  al s o ,  fo rt hwi t h  I U e I I I / 1 1 1 1 M L I w e C U S L U t l y l. / 1 W O

re co rd t he s t a t e me n t of Mr R. K. t ru nk s . T h e of f i ce r re fu s e d , s h ow '
N e h ru . Also, a very re l iab le ern's- m g h i m t h e copy of t he c i phe r

as ary of t he P r i me Mi ni st e r s hou l d t e i e gr m in whi ch Mr N e h r u had
con t ac t t ne con ce r ne d ICS of f ice r sa id , "h a n d i t t o me pe rs onal l y. "
i mme d i a t e l y and re c o rd his sta te - At thi s , t he of f i ce r was m a d e

t o. si t in t h e off ici al car , a n dme r i t  i n  de t a i l .  He  adde d ,  "I  be l i e ve
th is IC S of f ice r to be of h i gh wi t hou t go i ng t h r o u gh cus t o ms

i n t e gr i t y. " Mr S w a m y said , in i fo rmal i t y, h e wa s b r o u gh t t o M r
view of t he time -factor, he fe l t N e h ru ' s T e e n M ur t i re s i de nce . I i e
Ne t a j i was de ad , But th i s was us he re d i n t o Mr N e h ru ' s pri -
i nqu i ry wa s bound to prov i de ne w val e s t ud y w h e r e t he P r i m e Min-
d i me n s i ons to t he N e t a j i s t o ry is te r was wai t i ng. Mr N e h r u t h e n

an d un m a s k t he t r u e na t u r e of o r de re d t h e se a l of t he t r u n k s t o

Nehru -Bose re la t ions , he add e d . I be b ro ke n a n d t r u n k s op e n e d .
He sa i d t ha t de cl as si fi ed Bri- Acc ord i ng to Mr S w a m y, i t wa s

ffi-t i sh Go ve rn me n t cab le s in Lon don t he n , fo r t he f i r s t t i me , t h e o

!I ha d me n t i o n e d  t h a t t he vast  t r ees  -I d .b W W M UI L L C L/ L11115.3 L I M P
A _ g A

I m o o f ig a l A m i c IL r i c r n i d n r k n t a r l I ar i a d i a m o n d e r ne -
over seas I nd i ans to N e t a j i was I meri ts . T h e wo r t h of t ho s e a t t h a t
"u n t ra ce a b l e  o r  m i s s i n g. " H e  ad de d t i me wa s  a p p ro x i m a t e l y  R s  2 cro re

t ha t he had go ne t h r o u gh those  I H U 1 l / L 1 U L V &IL L I M 11 .3 1 IIMILL

cabl es w h e n he was in ,
du r i n g t h e e m e r ge nc y. He f u r t h e r al l e ge d , "I t  I s m y In .

Accor d i ng to Mr S w am y, s ome fo r mat i on t h a t al l t he s e o rna-
t i me in Aug. 1952, t he J a pa n e s e me n t s we re s u bs e q ue n t l y me l t e d
Go ve r nm e n t com mu ni c a t e d to t h e ! in Al l aha bad a n d cre d i t e d to Mr
t he n P r i me Min ist e r of Ind i a t ha t J a w ah a r l a l N e h ru ' s pe r s on al ac-

i t was in poss es si on of s ome coun t . No t a wo r d of M r Bose 's
t r e as u re was e v e r  . h e a r d aga i n . "t r u n k s con t a i n i ng go ld and d i a .

m o n d or n a me n t s be l ongi ng t o the  I IVIL w d u l y . L I M W e r e WigtZ W i t t e .

INA an d wan t e d to re t u r n i t . Mr I a l l ' z u 4 k n u a n i I I I

-

R. K. N e h ru , t he t he n S e c re t a ry t na t Mr N e h r u was i n t e ns e l y jeal -
C 1\1-Ge ne ra l of t he E x t e rn a l Affa!r s U L M U.g. vg g v Li 4J1 a l l !. 1 AI WA L/ M t & Lt .

Mi ni st ry, car r i e d t h e me s s age to sta l l a p r o p e r i n qu i r y
de a t h .Mr N e h r u . .4. ,

M r S w a m y said t h a t M r N e h r u
t h e n h a d or de re d a n ICS of f i ce r
( now re t i re d a n d l i v i ng) , who was
o n  t o u r  i n  t h e U S  t o  s t u dy agr i cu l -
t u ra l e x t e ns i on pr ogr am m e s , t o
p roce e d to T ok yo "f o r fu r t he r . '

I

s t ud i e s . " puzzled, t he of f i ce r obe y-
ed t he di re ct ive and re ache d
Tokyo . Af t e r a laps e of t wo
mont hs , in Nov. 1952, Mr N e h r u
se n t th i s off ice r, via t he I nd i an
Am b as s ad o r in Tokyo ,  ( a r i d now
de a d) a cipher -cable wr i t t e n "f o r

T he de code d t e l e gram
re ad : "Y OU SHOU LD D E P AR T
TOKY O DIRECT TO DELHI W1TH
T W O TR U N KS SE ALE D AN D
HAN D E D OVER T O YOU BY T HE
IND IAN AMBAS SADOR AT T HE
AI R POR T ST OP UPON ARRIVAL I
IN  D E LHI  PLE AS E  B R IN G D I R E C T



UNST,aRED QUEST1CN NC. 602

LCK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTICN NC. 602

TC BE ANSWERED CN THE 25th JULY, 1974

WALK CUT BY INDIM DIPLCMAT AT BANQUET HCSTED
BY CHINEbE PLITL'J L YER

602. SHRI ARVIND M. PATEL:
SHRI D. P. JADEJA:

Will the Minister of External Affairs

be pleased to state:

(a) whether the :ndian Diplomat walked out of a

barquet hosted by the Chinese Prime Minister in honour of

the Pakistani Prime Minister on the 12th May, 1974 when the

Vice -Premier of China spoke of China's sU'Dport to the "Right

of self-determination of the people of Kashmir"; and

(b) if so, whether the Government of India have

lodged protest with the Government of China in this regard?

# 3t4.1

ANSWER

THE MINISTER CF STATE IN THE MINISTRY
CF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

icTT UkT 71-4ir
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGE)

(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The walk out itself amourted to a protest. No

separate protest has been lodged with the Government of

People's Republic of China.



A.N.RAM
Couneellor

No. 77;rkl:

CRET

\

Dear Shri Pandeyo

14 February 1978

Please refer to D.O.letter No.C/423/1/78-JP ofefOth February
1978 from miss %.1.Haralu, Director(eA) reg3rding'Dr.Subre,aniam
awae!y's demand for alprobe tin theINA*s Treasure".

2. ,e have checked the records available with us and the facts
as per our files appear to be as enders-

(I) ::ertain "stuff" belonging to Netaji Suthash Chandra Pose
aid supposedly handed aver Ly CoLHabibui Rahman to one
"r.Ramamoorthy, after protracted diecussion etc. were
taken over by this Embassy on 24th Leptumber 1951. This
fact was reported to the "inistry of External Affa,rs
vide letter 14o.F-26(14)/48 dlted 20th October 1951 from
Shim k.w.Chittur, the then Head of the India Liaison Miss-
ion in Tokyo, addressed to alri X. ,.Dutt, Secretary, Common-
wealth rielatio,s, ministry of External Affairs, "ee nelhi.

(ii) Kumari Lilamani Kaidu, Deputy Eecretary( lilletry of
External Affair) vide her let -,..er ̀ :o.F.25/6/ .G0-52 of
16th October 1952 conveyed to the mcaLsador that the
Prme tln str wish s to know whether the tr asure or
its equivalent can be trought over to India. The Ambassador,
Shri Ramiro vide his Top :ecreta telegram of 27th :_ctober 1952
had informed the "inistry that he proposes to send the same
in the cu tody of ',hri mle, Joint 'ecretary of the
Alriculture "ini try, who was retue' inn to India on 7th

Accordingly, one steel attache case, wel,hing avrox.35
pounds and -ontainiin the trea:ure was handed over to
Shri Damle on 9th .ovember 1952 at the Tokyo Airport and a
receipt obtained .

The Ministry of External Affairs conveyfei to this Embassy
vide their top ;fecret telegram of 12th 'ovenLer 1952 that
the "goods" hal arrived in 1ew Delhi on 12th amember. This
fact was fu trier confireed throuh a 0. letter from
H.Day31, joint Secretory in the External Affairs, "inIstry
to the Ambassador vide his letter 4o/F.25/4/N of
15th November 1952.

(v ) There is  no further lefor,atioe avallible on the files
regarding the disposal of hese eeluables whice had

rim
IM
MA
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In his Idler of 15th November 5Thri Dayalhad
sdd that these valuables would be kept in safe curtody
"until it is decide 'l what is to beeone with them."

(vi) In wHition to the,e valuables, there was also a sum of
Y20,000 in currency notes which had been received by
the Embassy. This had also been eventually credited into
Government accounts in this EmLassy, and advice sent to
the Ministry. This was done on specific ;nstructions vide
Ministry's letter No.F-25/4/ 4CO of 5th May 1953 in which
it was stated that steps would be taken in India to withdraw
the amount in rupees. No furth,r information on eith,,r
the withrirawal or utilisation of this amount is available
in our fil s.

3. There is no mention in our files regarding the flight
being stranded in Hong None, though Shri Damle's arrival in Nw
Delhi on the 12th November was "delayed". The fliTht carrier
used by hri Da .1e, as per our records was Pan Am (flijit No.3)
and not BOAC as mentione by Jul_ Sam*.

4. We have carried out a check of various fil s pertaining
to that p nod in the Embassy including miscellaneous D.O.s
and correspondence exchanged by the Head of the Liaison Mission/
4mbassalor as well as the Top secret Diary but have failed to
trace any CC B teleeram from the th-n irime Minister either
addressed to the AmbassIdor or to Shri Damle. No papers as to
the object of -hri Ddmle's visit to Tokyo are traceable.

Yours sincerely,

(A.N.RI,M)

Shri J.O.Pandey,
Joint Secretary,
Minstry of Home Affairs,
New Delhi.

Copy to Miss.N.Haralupoirector(A),
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi.

Co unse llo r



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(Last Asia Division)

Jo in t  Sec re t
r' n a  I P.t lzaf

NIm i s % ' . 11.44340 \---ADOIN
Ministry of Home Affairs may kindly refer to

their letter N0.21/51/76 -T dated 28th November, 1977
regarding the ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra o5 0 which are
kept in tho Renkoji lem,do in Tokyo. A coiy or this
was sent to our Ambassador in Jaimn.

2. Enclosed with this is a coi.lr of letter from
our Ambassador in Tokyo (No.TOK/753/TS/69-IT dated
28.12.1977) informing us that the temple authorities
have agreed to retain Netaji's ashes for some more
time, but the financial arrangement for keeping the

ashes will be negotiated by the G7-Amusho, who have
undertaken to consult the temple authorities to
ascertain their preliminary reaction.

3. Meanwhile, the Chief Priest has also indicated
that he would like some sort of recognition in the
form of a letter or medal from the Government of -India
for the trouble ho has taken in retaining the ashes
in his safe custody under difficult circumstances.

4. The Ministry of ilome Affairs may kindly see
Ambassador's suggestion at paragraph 3 of his letter
and take suitable action.

Si/-

(Miss) (N.N. Haralu)
Director (E A)

Te1.373413

Ministry of Home Affairs(Shri J.C. Pandey, Jt. Secy.)

Min. of .act. Affairs u.o.No.2.5-/1057A0q0 dated 24.2.78.

.-/A/ Copy forwarded to Shri E.
f India, Tokyo.

Gonsalves, Ambassador

LU
(Miss) (N.N. Herein)

Director (FA)

r



I .P . Rios l a
Jo in t Se c r e t a r y
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No. 45'S-41 - -3- SQW11. .1) 1 ) 8

Dea r hr . 4-t1Lbassador ,

1. 1-73M(00,,b1-131 Pi(vi r)73
-1 0 1

5Wor fc-c.741-t too
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

DELHI -110011

f i w . k r S .

March 1...,78

L
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-kLindly refer t o Shr i 14,aw's le t  Ler da t ed . * 6 14 t h Feb r ua r y
1'o78 t o Shri Pa n d ey, copy en d or s e d t o 'D i r ec t o r (EA), regar d ing
Dr . Subra m a n i a m Swam , s t a t e l ica t re po r te d by news p tyer s
that t r e asu re s don a t e d t o t h e I A and Ne t a j i . ; ose  wer e br ough t
to  N ew D el h i fr om  T okyo on t h e in s t ru c t io ns of th e la te Pr i m e
Minist e r Nehru .

2 . Ther e ha s been n o re q ui re en t as yet . of off ic i a l ly
exa:An . ing t h e ver a c  i ty of Dr. Swany es state ent Nonethe le ss ,
we a r e s t u d ying ol d records t o loc a te any bn ckgr oun d fo r re fe re nc e
in t he fu ture . The Dire c to r of his to r ica l Divis ion h a s been
requested t o s t udy the papers i n t he Re c or ds Sect ion of th is
idnis t ry aud i n the Na tiona l Ar chi ve s as disc ree t ly as po ssib le .

3 . To t he NGO Se c t io n pa pe r s avai lab le ind ic a t e the  fo ll owing
ba c k g r ou n d : -

On in s t ru c t ion s fro m D elh i, some i r ep e rty -wh ich belonged t e
the INA was brought t o Ind ia fr om  Tokyo by hri Damle, a t tha t

- t ime Jo in t  Secr eta r y i n t h e Minis t r y of Food and  Agri cu l t u re . -
The ar t i c les ar r ived in Delhi in  Noveirber 19 52 .

They we r e kep t i n safe cus -Lxly by t h e t hen JS(AD)
and i t was final ly dec ided th a t i t should be h a n d ed over t o
t he Na tio na l l iaseum.

en 3 0 /1 2 / 1 9 5 3 , the "t re asu re " was open ed , conten ts
ch e c k e d again st t he l i s t f r om 111 .kyo, re lo cked and re se al ed
and h a n d ed , a l on g wi t h th e keys , t o Shr i - J. N . Roy, Su pe r int ende nt ,
Na t io na l Ih seum i n t he pr e s e n c e of Shri A. C . Baner j i of t h e
Na t iona l .)aseum. T his was one on 30 / 1 2 /1 9 5 3 .

4 . The above i s be in g con veyed so l e l y t o  yon for your in format ion .

i i ons a lves ,
ALh a s sa dfx of Ind ia,
Tokyo



ifs*

Pt

No.C/125/5/72-JP
Government of India

Yinistry of External A-ffaris

Dated. 12.4,72

Dear Embassy,

A copy of Loh Sabha unsterted fiuestion
No. 497 by Shri Kanwar Lai Guptal answered on
30.3.70 ± iS sent herewith for your feference
ankrecord.

Pa-
tr

Embassy of Insiial
T 0 7 Y 0

Yours ever,



UNSTI.P21) QUESTION NO. 4957

UNST Tv:RED ,VESTION NO. 4 57

TO BE INSIMED ON 30 TII M.r C1i 1970

UMAgo FOR FRC INTO INA :1)5VIL

4957, ShaI ANITill Lai GUPTA:

;Til l the Minis ter of External :If fai rs
t e pleased t o state:

a) whether Go ver nment are aware o f the demand for pr o be

in to INA t re  asure  ;

b) i f so , the de t a i l s thereof and the act ion taken by

Go ver nment thereon;
C) whether Go ver nment have contac ted the senior officers,
who are supp osed t o know the fac ts and el-Po ke d a l l the relevant
records; and

d ) i f so what i s the resu lt an. d what act ion has been taken

by Go ver nment o n i t ?

9

i=,4-hir

TS 7171
oy_ ST .:1TE IN TIII1 I I SE1Y OF EXTEaN

sni_ s -0...F.,:t1D3.A _KUMU)

a) : Go vernment have seen reports i n the press that a pro be

should be conducted in to the INA t r e  a suze ,

b) & c) : I n 1951, the He ad of th e Indian. Li  a i  so n  MisSio n i n

T 0:.:yo was co n t  ac te d by some in.d i ans who were as so ci ate d with
Net  a j i Subhash Ch a n dra  Bo se They in formed him that they were

i n possession of some gold and jewellery which, they stated, had

been collec ted fro m the plane wh ic h cashed with Ne  ta j i The

Tie ad of the Indian  Liaison  Miss ion was also in fo rmed that i n

addi tion t o the go ld and jewellery l they were also i n possession
o f Yen 20,000 (then equivalent t o S . 26 5 and amas 1 0 only).

On instructions from the then ?r ime Minis ter , the Head

o f the Ine .i an Lia ison Miss ion in  Tckyo kept th is gold, jewelle ry



and cash i n o w Mission un t i l further in s t r uc t i ons .

.A f t e r the signing o f the .ce ace Tre  a ty with J ap  an, the  s e

ar t i c l e s we re sent to  Delbi i n November 10 5 2 through a n of f i c i a l
o f the Go vern me n t o f India l Th e y we re del ivered t o the
Minis try of External Affai r  s 3 who retained them tempor  a ri ly.
On  De ce mbe r 3 0 3 19 5 3 , the go ld and jewellery wer e hand .ed over
t o the Nat ional  Muse -a-a for sa fe cus tody. T he cash amo u n t in g t o

s . 5 and annas 1 0 wa s , with ap , rov a l o f the then . , r ime

Minister , t rans fe rred t o the IN A -3- e  l ie f Fu n d on D e ce mber 1 6 , 1954 .

d) : Go vern me n t d o not cons ide r tha t further act ion i s

necessary. The gold and jewellery have be en depos ited i n th e

National  Museum and the ca sh credited t o the accoun t o f the

INA Rel ief Fund s
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JAPAN TIMES - 23/11 / 1 978

India Admits Receiving

Treasure Box From Japan
NEW D ELHI  (Kyodo)  T he

Ind ia n G ove rnm ent a dmi t t ed
for the first t ime Wednesda y
tha t the my s t e r y shrou ded
t r ea su re  box of  India n  fr eedom
f i g h t e r Ne t a j e e S u b a s h
C h a n d r a Bose wa s sent from
T ok yo to Delhi in N ovember
1952.

I t  wa s long bel i eved tha t  the
t r e a s u r e box a collection
from In dia ns in  Sou theast  Asia
for Ch a n dr a Bos e 's st ru ggle
a g a i n s t the Br it ish wa s
mi sa pp ro pr ia t e d .

_In a wr i t t en reply to a
qu est ion  in the Lower Hou se of
P a r l i a m e n t , P r i m e Mini st er
Mo r a r j i Desa i sa id the box,
whi ch wa s sent in a sea led
diploma t ic  ba g,  was opened on
O c t . 9 th is ye a r reveal ing
me d a l s , gold rings, cha ins.
w r i s t w a t c h e s , e a r r i n g s .
pe nd a n t s , ea r  s tu ds , brooches,
ba n gle s,  fr a gme nts  of  pr eci ou s
st on es , shi r t buttons, signet
r ings, nose r ings a nd stones.
i r on n a i l s a nd other
miscel l aneous it ems. Desa i  sa id
tha t  i t ems were  fou nd da ma ged
and in  cha rr ed  condi tions.

Bose, who fought a ga inst
Br i t i sh colonial power with
J a pa n ese su pp or t  du r i ng W or ld
W a r  i i , d i ed in the cr a sh  of a
J a p a ne s e bo m b e r two da ys
a f t e r Tok yo su r re nd er ed in
August 1945.

Repl yin g t o  q u es t io ns. D e a l
sa id th e  b o x  h a d  t o be opened
"a f t e r  so  m a ny  y ea r s "  to ver ify
t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s m a d e b y
se v e r a l enqu i ry commis sions
ab o u t t h e co n t en t s a n d
exist ence of the  t r ea su re box.
, T h e K h o s l a C o m m i s s i o n ,
which  wa s se t  up  by the Indian
G o ve rn me nt  to prob e C ha n dra
Bose 's  d i sa p pea ra nce.  r epo r ted
in i t s fi nd i ng s tha t - the
va lu a bles were  sca t t er ed  on the
T a ipei Air fie ld in Ta iwa n on
Au g. .17, 1945 the da y the
J a pa nese bomber  in  which Bose
wa s t r a ve l i n g w i t h h i s
a ss oci a te s a nd e le ven  J a pa n ese
senior  Army offic i a l s  cra shed."

T h e  c o m mi s s io n  r e p o r t  s a i d .
" W h e n Bo se 's p la ne cra shed,
s o m e of the a r t i c l es were ,
da ma ged . . . Wh at e ve r
va l u a bl es could be collected
were  ga th ere d  a nd p la c ed in a
box which wa s sent to Tokyo
a l on g wi th  a  c a s k e t  co nt a i n i ng


