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jebtion to the new Hypothefis of the Genera~
tion of Animals from Animalcula in Semine
Mafcolino. By Dr. Martin Lifter, Fellow
of the Colledge of Phyficians and Royal Society.
V. An Abfiralt with fome RefleSlions on a new
account of Eaft-India and Perfia, in Eight
Lett.rs, being Nine Years Trawels, begun
1672, and finifbed 1681, &c. By John
fryer, M. D. Cantabrig. and Fellow of the
Royal Society. Printed for R.Chifwel at the Rofe
end Crown.in St, Paul's Church-Yard. 169%.

} Part of a Letter from Ralph Thoresby, Efg;
F.R.S. to John Evelyn, Efg; F.R.S. con-
cerning fome Roman Antiquities lately found
in Yorkfhire.

S IX Monthsagol fent to Dr. Liffer a large Accoune
. of the Texture and Figure of an old Reman Shield of
the Parma Kind, that I had then newly procured; 1have
fince gor another Curiofity relating to their Plafficks,
’tis part-of the Bottom (which confifted of feveral fuch
Picces for the Conveniency of Baking) of an old Roman
Coffin, that was lately dug up in their Burying-Place out
of Boutham-Bar at Tork, (whence I had the Bricks and
Urns mentioned in the lalt Novémber Tranfa&ions) ’tis
of the Red Clay but nct {o fine as the Urns, baving a
greater Quantity of courfe Sand wrought in with the

Clay ; as to the Form (which is entire as it was at firft

moulded) ’tis Fourteen Inches and an half long, and.
abous:
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about Eleven broad at the narrower Ead, and nigh:
Twelve and an half at the broader ; this was the loweft:
part, for the Feet and the reft were proportionably
broader till it came to the Shoulders ; ’tis an Inch thick
befides the Ledges,which are Oae broad and Two thick,
and extend from the bottom of either fide to within
Three Inches of the top, where tis wholly flat, and
fomewhat thinner for the next to lye upon it, which fe-
veral Parts werc, thus joyn'd together by fome Pin, [
prefume, for at the end of each Tile is a Hole that wou’d
receive a common Slate-Pin, thele Edges are wrought a
little hellow, to receive the Sides, 1 fuppofe, and at the
Feet are Two contrary Notches to faften the End- piece,
this Bottom I fhould conclude to have confifted ftrictly
of Eight {uch Parts, from a like Character 8 impreft up-
on the Clay by the Sandapilarius’s Finger before its Ba-
king, but that I fomewhat doubt whether Numeral Fi-
gures be of that Antiquity in thefe Earopean Parts, tho’I
fce no reafon to conclude that becaufe the Romans ufed.
the Numeral Letters upon their more durable Monu-
ments, that they were utterly Strangers to thefe Figures;
which (notwithftanding the common Opinion of their
Novelty here) the learned Dr. Wallis thinks as old at
leaft, as the Times of Hermannus Contrallus, An. Dom.
1050. and produces an unexceptionable Teftimony of
their Ufe here in England An. 1135, (Philofoph. Tranfad.
Numb. 154,) [ got alfo fome Scars of broken Urns,
dug up in Mr. Giles’s Garden, which are of the fineft
blew Clay I have feen, with which was foand a2 Roman
Shuttle, about Three Inches and an half long, but not
one broad in the very middle, the hollow for the Licium
being but one fourth of an Inch in the broadeft Place,
{hews that it was either for Silk or very fine Linnen, per-
haps their Aséeflinam or Incombuftible Winding:Sheets.
1 have allo lately procur’d a Roman Pottle from Ald-
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Zrough, which is of the Red Clay, but much courfer
than the Tork Urns: 1 was well pieafed ro find it whole,
that 1 mighe obferve the difterence betwixt their Congius
(of which I take this to be firictly the balf) and cur
Gallon, and this comes the nigheft Mr. Graves’s Compu-
tation, centaining Thwee Pinis and an hali the Winckejfer
Meafure.

The laft Week I received a valuable Prefent of Two
and Twemy old Roman Coins, trom Mr. Zowrely of
Townely, which were iately found in the Parifiz of Burs-
ley in Lancafbire, which are the more acceptable, becaufe
many of them are Confular, or Family Coins, cne of
them, wiz. Q.Caffius was 162 Years ante Chriftum accor-
ding to Goltzius’s Method, being ftriCtly the fame he
places An. Urb. Cond. §89.

That they were the ancient Roman Denariiand Coin’d
before the Emperors Times (notwithftanding the contra-
ry Sentiments of fome Learned Men) I think is eviaenr,
becaufe there is moftly, inftead of the Emperor’s Head,
the antick Form of the Capuz Drbis, without Infcription,
befides, Zacitus calis thele Bigat: and Quadrigati, pecu-
niam veterem ac dia notam : Again others have uponthem
ROMA, which I find not ufed by any of the Emperors,
(except thofe fmall Pieces upon the Tranflaticn of the
Empire to Conffantingple) again, the Letters in thefe are
often interwoven, as particularly V-L in one I have of
L. Valerius Flaccus A.V.C. CDXCIL whigh according
to Goitzius, is the Seventh Year after the Romans firft
ftampt Silver Monies; and to mention no more, many
are of the Serrato’s filed in fmall Notches round the
Edge, of which Scrt 1 have of Scipio Afaticus, &c. and
other Coufular Pieces. but never faw any of a later
Date,



