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Now for the writing of this werke,

I,whoama longome clerke,

Purpofed for to Write a book

After the world, that whilome took

Its courfe in olde days long pafled :

But for men fayn, it is now lafled®

In worfer plight than it was tho,

I thought me for to touch alfo

The world which neweth every day—

So as I can, fo as [ may,

Albeit I ficknefs have and pain,

And long have had, yet would I fain

Do my mind’s heft and befinefs,

That in fome part, fo as I guefs,

The gentle mind may be a§vifed.
GOWER, Pro. to the Confzff. Amantis.



, comprifes all _the correions, and
J& moft of the notes, found in the au-
P thor’s handwriting in an interleaved
copy of the work, bequeathed by him to his daugh-
ter-in-law. The Editor has revifed the text with
as much care as circumftances would permit, and
has added a preliminary fketch of the plan and de- .
tails of the whole, with an appendix, containing
feveral paffages, parts of the fcattered efays origi-
nally publifhed in 1809, and omitted in the recaft
of the work in 1818, but which feem worthy of
fgparate prdiervation. It is earneftly hoped that
what has thus been done may further the more
general acceptance of a work, which, with all its -
imperfections, is, perhaps, the moft vigorous of
Mr, Coleridge’s compofitions ; and which, if it had
contained nothing but the effays, in the firft vo-
lume, on the duty and conditions of communica-
ting truth, and thofe in the third, on the principles



ADVERTISEMENT.
of *fcientific method, vith the reconcilement’of
the Platonic and Baconidn procefles of inveftiga-
tion, would ftill, as the Editor coneives, have
conftituted one «f the moft fignalbenefits cénfer-
red in this age on the caufe of morals and fdund

philofophy.

Lincoln's Inn,
1124k September, 18



OBJECT AND PLAN OF THE
WORK

HE FRIEND cg’nﬁﬁs of a metho-
dical feries of eflays, the principal
' purpofe of which is to affift the mind
in the formation for itfelf of found,
and therefore permanent and univerfal, principles
in regard to the inveftigation, perception, and re-
tention of truth, in what direCtion foever it may
be purfued ; but pre-eminently with reference. to
the thrge great relations in which we are placed in
this world,—as citizens to the ftate, as men to our
neighbours, and as creatures to our Creator,—in
other words, topolitics, to morals, and to religion.
The author does not exhibit any perfe&t fcheme
of altion or fyftem of belief in any one of thefe
relations ; and that he has not done fo, nor meant
to do fo, are points which muft be borne in mind
by every reader who would underftand and fairly
appreciate the work. For its fcope is to prepare
and difcipline the ftudent’s moral and intelle&ual.
VOL. L. b



viii OBFECT AND PLAN

being,—not to prdpeund dogmas or theories for
his adoption. The bdpk is not the plan of a pa-
lace, but a manual of the rules of arehite¢ture, It
is a mpomaideuug,—~ fomething toffet the mind in a
ftate of pure recipiency for the fpecific tryghs of
philofophy, and to arm its faculties with power to
recognife and endure their prefence.

In purfuing, however, this main defign, the au-
thor has examined with more or lefs minutenefs
many particular fyftems and codes of opinioh lying
in his way ; and in ftating the grounds of his rejec-
tion of fome, and entire or partial admiffion of
others of them, he has in effe® exprefled his own
convictions upon feveral of the moft important
queftions, yet difputed in moral and political phi-
lofophy. But it is not fo much to any given con-
clufion fo exprefled that the reader’s attention
feems to be invited, as to the reafoning foursled on
principles of univerfal application, by which fuch
conclufion has been evolved ; — the primary and
prevailing aim throughout the work being, aswell
under the forms of criticifm, biography, local, de-
feription, or perfonal anecdote, as of direct moral,
“political, or metaphyfical difquifition, to lay down
,and illuftrate certain fundamental diftinctions 4nd
rules of intellectual ation, which, if well grounded
and thoroughly taken up and appropriated, will



T UF THE WOKRK, ix 4
give-to every one the powe 6f working out, un-
der any ‘circumftances, th€ conclufions of truth
for himfelf. The game from time to time ftarted
and rup down m)y be rich and’cugious ; but ftill
at theyend of the day it is the chafe itfelf, the quick-
ened eye, the lengthened breath, the firmer nerve,
that muft ever be the huntfiman’s beft reward.

The Friend is divided into two main fe@ions ;
the firft comprifing a difcuffion of the principles
of polftical knowledge ; the fegond treating of the
grounds of morals and religion, and revealing the
fyftematic difcipline of mind requifite for a true
underftanding of the fame. To thefe is prefixed
a general introduction, for the greater part devoted
to a ftatement of the duty of communicating the
truth, and of the conditions under which it may
be communicated fafely; and three feveral collec-
tions f effays, in fome degree mifcellaneous and

called Landing-Places — interpofed in different
places for amufement, retrofpect, and preparation
—cemplete the work.
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¥ to name his own §udge,—in addi-
tion to moral and intelle¢tual com-

% petence I. fhould look round for
fome fnan, whofe knowledge aad opinions had for
the greater part been acquired experimentally ; and
the pratical habits of whofe life had put him on
his guard with refpect to all fpeculative reafoning,
without rendering him infenfible to the defirable-
nefs of principles more fecure than the fhifting
rules and theories generalized from obfervations
merely empirical, or unconfcious in how many de-
partm¥nts of knowledge, and with how large a
portion even of profeflional men, fuch principles
are ftill 2 deﬁ.deratum. I would felect, too, one
whe felt kindly, nay, even partially, toward me;
but one whofe partiality had its ftrongeft founda-
tions in hope, and more profpeltive than retro-
fpective would make him quick-fighted in the de-
teGtion, and unreferved in the expofure, of the de-

* Dedication to the fecond edition.—Ed,
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ficiencies and defets of each prefent work in the
anticipation of a more developed fi ure. In you,
honoured friend! I have found all thefe requifites
combined and realized: and the impro ement,
which thefe effays have derived from youf judg-
ment and judicious faggeftions, would, of itfelf,
have juftified me in accompanying them with a
public acknowledgment of the fame. But know-
ing, as you cannot but know, that I owe in great
meafure the poweg of having written at all to your
medical {kill, and to the chara&eriftic good fenfe
which directed its exertion in my behalf; and what-
ever I may have written in happier vein to the in-
fluence of your fociety and to the daily proofs of
your difinterefted attachment ; — knowing too, in
how entire a fympathy with your feelings in this
refpect the partner of your name has blended the
affeCtionate regards of a fifter or daughter with
almoft a mother’s watchful and unwearied folici-
tudes alike for my health, intereft, and tranquil-
lity ;—you will not, I truft, be pained,—you cught
not, I am fure, to be furprifed—that
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THE FRIEND.

ESSAY I.

Crede miki, non eff parve fiducie, polliceri opem decertan-
tibus, cgnfilium dubiis, lumen cacis, [pem dejeltis, refrigerium
Sfefis. Magna quidem hec funt, fi j8nt ; parva, fi promit-
tantur. Verum ego non tam aliis legem ponam, quam legem
wobis mea proprie mentis dxponam; quam qui probaverit,
teneat ; cut non placuerit, abjiciat. Optarem, fateor, talis
effe, qui prodeffe poffem quam plurimis.

PeTRARCH. De wita folitaria.

Believe me, it requires no little confidence, to promife
help to the ftruggling, counfel to the doubtful, light to the
blind, hope to tﬁe efpondent, refrefhment to the weary.
Thefe are indeed great things, if they be accompli(helz;
trifles if they exift but in a promife. I, however, aim not
fo mucly to prefcribe a law for others, as to fet forth the
law of my own mind ; which let the man, who fhall have
approved of it, abide by ; and let him, to whom it fhall
appear not reafonable, reject it. It is my earneft with, I
confefs, to employ my underftanding and acquirements in
that gode and dfreétion, in which I may be enabled to be-
nefit the largeft number poffible of my fellow-creatures.

X NTECEDENTLY to all hiftory,
and long glimmering through it as a
O holy tradition, there prefents itfelf to
9 our imagination an indefinite period,

* Lib., L tra.iv. c. 4." Some claufes in the original
VOL. 1. B
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datelefs as eternity; a ftate rather than a time.
. For even the fenfe of fucceffion is loﬁ in the uni-
formity of the ftream.

It was toward ¢he clofe of this golden age (the
memory of which the felf-diffatisfied race &f men
have éverywhere preferved and cherithed) twhen
confcience acted in man with the eafe and unifor-
mity of inftin& ; when labour was a fweet name for
the aétivity of fane minds in healthful bodies, and
all enjoyed in common the bounteous harveft pro-
duced, and gathered in, by common effort ; when
there exlﬂ:ed it théfexes, and in the mdlvxduals of
each fex, juft variety enough to permit and call
forth the gentle reftleflnefs and final union of chafte
love and individual attachment, each feeking and
finding the beloved one by the natural affinity of
their beings; when the dread Sovereign of the uni-
verfe was known only as the univerfal parent, no
altar but the pure heart, and thank(giving and
grateful love the fole facrifice,. —————

In this bleft age of dignified innocence one of
their honoured elders, whofe abfence they were be-
ginning to notice, entered with hurtying fteps the
place of their common affemblage at noon, and in-
ftantly attracted the general attention and wonder
by the perturbation of his geftures, and by a ftrange
trouble both in his eyes and over his whole coun-
tenance. After a fhort but deep filence, when the

are omitted, and one or two changes of words have been
made, by the Author, in this quotation,—£Ed,
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firft buzz of varied inquiry was becoming audible,
the old man moved toward a fmall eminence, and
having afcended it, he thus addreffed the huthed
and liftening company :—

<« IrPthe warmth of the approaching mid-day, as
I wa® repofing in the vaft cavern, out of which,
from its northern portal, iflaes the river that winds
through our vale, a voice powexful, yet not from
its loudnefs, fuddenly hailed me. Guided by my
ear I looked toward the fuppofed place of the found
for fome form, from which it had proceeded. I
beheld nothing but the glimMering walls of the
cavern. Again, as I was turning round, the fame
voice hailed me: and whitherfoever I turned my
face, thence did the voice feem to proceed. I ftood
ftill therefore, and in reverence awaited its con-
tinuation. ¢ Sojourner of earth !’ (thefe were its
words) ¢ haften to the meeting of thy brethren, and
the words which thou now heareft, the fame do
thou gepeat unto them. On the thirtieth morn
from the morrow’s fun-rifing, and during the fpace
of thrice three days and thrice three nights, a thick
cloud will coyer the fky, and a heavy rain fall on
the tarth. Go ye therefore, ere the thirtieth fun
arife, retreat to the cavern of the river and there
abide, till the clouds have paffed away and the rain
be over and gone. For know ye of a certainty
that whomever that rain wetteth, on him, yea, on
him and on his children’s children will fall—the
fpirit of madnefs.” Yes! madnefs was the word of
the voice: what this be, I know not! But at the
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found of the word trembling came upon me, and
a feeling which I would not have had; and I re-
mained even as ye beheld and now fehold me.”
The old man exded, and retired. Confufed mur-
murs fucceeded, and wonder, and doubt. Day fol-
lowed day, and every dady brought with it a dimi-
nution of the awe impsefled. They could attach
no image, no remgmbered fenfations, to the threat.
The ominous morn arrived, the prophet had retired
to the appointed cavern, and there remained alone
during the appointed time. On the tenth mogning,
he emerged from His place of fhelter, and fought
his friends and brethren. But alas! how affright-
ful the change! Inftead of the common children
of one great family, working towards the fame aim
by reafon, even as the bees in their hives by in-
ftinét, he looked and beheld, here a miferable
wretch watching over a heap of hard and innutri-
tious fmall fubftances, which he had dug out of the
earth, at the coft of mangled limbs and exhaufted
faculties. This he appeared to worthip, at this he
gazed, even as the youths of the vale had been ac-
cuftomed to gaze at their chofen virgins in the firft
feafon of their choice. There he faw a former ¢om-
panion fpeeding on and panting after a butterfly,
or a withered leaf whirling onward in the breeze;
and another with pale and diftorted countenance
following clofe behind, and ftill ftretching forth a
dagger to ftab his precurfor in the back. In ano-
ther place he obferved a whole troop of his fellow-
men famithed and in fetters, yet led by one of their
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brethren who had enflaved them, and prefling fu-
rioufly onwaggs in the hope of famithing and en-
flaving anothtr troop moving in an oppofite direc-
tion, JFor the firft time, the frophet mifled his
accuomed power of diftinguifhing between his
dreams and his waking perceptions. He ftood gaz-.
ing and motionlefs, when feveral of the race ga-
thered around him, and inquired of each other,
Who is this man? how ftrangely he looks ! how
wild I-—a worthlefs idler ! exclaims one : affured-
ly, a very dangerous madman | cries a fecond. In
thort, from words they proceeded to violence : till
haraffed, endangered, folitary in a world of forms
like his own, without fympathy, without object of
love, he at length efpied in fome fofs or furrow a
quantity of the maddening water ftill unevaporat-
ed, and uttering the laft words of reafon, It 1s
IN VAIN TO BE SANE IN A WORLD OF MADMEN,
plunged and rolled himfelf in the liquid poifon, and
came%ut as mad as, and not more wretched than,
his neighbours and acquaintances.

The plan of The Friend is comprifed in the
motfo to thiseeflay. This tale or allegory feems
to me to contain the objetions to its practicability
il all their ftrength. Either, fays the fceptic,
you are the blind offering to lead the blind, or you
are talking the language of fight to thofe who do
not poflefs the fenfe of feeing. If you mean to
be read, try to entertain and do not pretend to in-
ftru&. To fuch objections it would be amply fuf-
ficient, on my fyftem of faith, to anfwer, that we
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are not all blind, but all fubje& to diftempers of
the mental fight, differing in kind apd in’ degree;
that though all men are in error, t&ey are not all
in the fame error} nor at the fame time ; and that
cach therefore may poffibly heal the otheryeven
as two or more phyficians, all difeafed in their
general health, yet under the immediate aion of
the difeafe on different days, may remove or alle-
‘viate the complaints of each other. But in refpect
to the entertainingnefs of moral writings, if in
entertainment be {ncluded whatever delights the
imagination or affeéts the generous paffions, fo far
from reje@ing fuch a mean of perfuading the hu-
man foul, my very fyftem compels me to defend
not only the propriety, but the abfolute neceflity,
of adopting it, if we really intend to render our
fellow-creatures better or wifer.

But it is with dulnefs as with obfcurity, It
may be pofitive, and the author’s fault; but it may
likewife be relative, and if the author has prefented
his bill of fare at the portal, the reader has himfelf
only to blame. The main queftion then is, of what
clafs are the perfons to be entertained ?—¢ Ope of
the later fchool of the Grecians (fays Lord Bacon)
examineth the matter, and is at a ftand to thihk
what fhould be in it that men fhould love lies,
where neither they make for pleafure, as with po-
ets ; nor for advantage, as with the merchant ; but
for the lie’s fake. But I cannot tell : this fame
truth is a naked and open day-light, that doth not
fhew the mafques and mummeries and triumphs
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of the world half fo ftately and daintily, as candle-
lights. "Trugh may perhaps come to the price of
a pearl, that {heweth beft by day ; but it will not
rife toghe price of a diamond 8r carbuncle, that
fhewgth beft in varied,lights. A mixture of a
lie doth ever add pleafure. Doth any man doubt,
that if there were taken ffom men’s minds, vain
opinions, flattering hopes, falfe %aluations, imagi-
nations as one would, and the like, but it would
leave the minds of a number of men, poor thrunk-
en things, full of melancholg and indifpofition,
and unpleafing to themfelves ? ”* *

A melancholy, a too general, but not, I truft,
a univerfal truth !—and even where it does apply,
yet in many inftances not irremediable. Such at
leaft muft have been my perfuafion : or the pre-
fent volumes muft have been wittingly written to
no purpofe. If I believed our nature fettered to
all this wretchednefs of head and heart by an-ab-
folute?and innate neceflity, at leaft by a neceffity
which no human power, no efforts of reafon or
eloquence, could remove or leffen; I thould deem
it qven prefiamptuous to aim at other or higher
obje& than that of amuﬁng a fmall portxon of the
réading public. :

And why not? whifpers worldly prudence To
amufe, though only to amufe, our vifitors is wif-
dom as well as good-nature, where it is prefump-
tion to attempt their amendment. And truly it

* Effays. I. Of Truth.—Ed,
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would be moft convenient to me in refpets of no
trifling importance, if I could perfigade myfelf to
take the advice. Releafed by thefe principles from
all moral obligation, and ambitious of procuring
paftime and felf-obliviop for a race, which gould
have nothing noble to remember, nothing defira-
ble to anticipate, I miht afpire even to the praife
of the critics andedilettanti of the higher circles of
fociety ; of fome trufty guide of blind fathion ;
fome pleafant analyft of tafte, as it exifts both in
the palate and thg foul ; fome living gauge and
mete-wand of paft and prefent genius. But alas !
my former ftudies would ftill have left a wrong
bias ! If inftead of perplexing my common fenfe
with the flights of Plato, and of fliffening over the
meditations of the imperial Stoic, I had been la-
bouring to imbibe the gay fpirit of a Cafti, or had
employed my erudition, for the benefit of the fa-
voured few, in elucidating the interefting deformi-
ties of ancient Greece and India, what night I
not have hoped from the fuffrage of thofe, who
turn in wearinefs from the Paradife Loft, becaufe
compared with the prurient heroeseand grotefque
montters of Italian romance, or even with the nar-
rative dialogue$ of the melodious Metaftafio, that
adventurous fong,

Which juftifies the ways of God to man,—
has been found a poor fubftitute for a Grimaldi, a

moft inapt medicine for an occafional propenfity
to yawn ! For, as hath been decided, to fill up
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pleafantly the brief intervals of fathionable plea-
fures, and aboye all to charm away the dufky
gnome of ennui, is the chief and appropriate bufi-
nefs of the poet and — the novelift! This duty
unfulﬂled Apollo will have lavifhed his beft gifts
in vain; and Urania henceforth muft be content
to infpire aftronomers alone®and leave the fons of
verfe to more amufing patroneflgs. And yet—
and yet—but it will be time to be ferious, when
my vifitors have fat down,
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ESSAY IL

Sic oportet ad lilrum, prefertim mifcellanei generis, legen-
dum accedere leftorem, ut folet ad convivium conviva civi-
lis. Convivator annititur omnibus fatisfacere : et tamen fi
quid apponitur, Zuad hujus aut illius palato non refpondeat,

et hic et ille urbane diffimulant, et ala fercula prebant, ne
quid contrifient con®vatorem. RQuis enim eum convivam
Jerat, qui tantum hoc animo veniat ad menfam, ut carpens
que apponuntur, nec vefcatur ipfe, nec alios vefci finat ? Et
tamen his quoque reperias inciviliores, qui palam, qui fine

damnent ac lacerent opus, quod nunquam legerint. A
koc plufquam [yeophanticum eff damnare quod nefcias.

" ERAsMUS,

A reader fhould fit down to a book, efpecially of the mif-
cellaneous kind, as a well-behaved vifitor does to a banquet.
The mafter of the feaft exerts himfelf to fatisfy all his

efts ; but if after all his care and pains there fhould ftill

e fomething or other put on the table that doeg not fuit
this or that perfon’s tafte, they politely pafs it over with-
out noticing the circumftance, and commend other difhes,
that they may not diftrefs their kind hoft, or throw any
damp on his {pirits. For who could tolerate a gueft that
accepted an invitation to your table witl no other purpofe
but that of finding fault with every thing put before him,
neither eating himfelf, nor {uffering others to eat in com-
fort. And yet you may fall in witha ftill worfe fet than even
thefe, with churls that in all companies and without ftop
or ftay, will condemn and pull to %wces a work which they
have never read. But this finks below the bafenefs of an
informer, yea, though he were a falfe witnefs to boot! The
man, who abufes a thing of which he is utterly ignorant,
unites the infamy of both—and in addition to this, makes
himfelf the pander and fycophant of his own and other
men’s envy and malignity. .
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Y HEy mufician may tune his inftrument
in private, ere his audience have yet
9§ affembled: the architd® conceals the
ol foundation of his building beneath
thc fuperﬁru&ure. But an"author’s harp muft be
tuned in the hearing of thoft, who are to under-
ftand its after harmonies ; the foyndation ftones
of his edifice muft lie open to common view, or
his friends will hefitate to truft themfelves be-
neath the roof. .

From periodical literature the general reader
deems himfelf entitled to expe&t amufement, and
fome degree of information, and if the writer can
convey any inftruction at the fame time and with-
out demandmg any additional thought (as the Irifh-
man, in the hackneyed jeft, is faid to have pafled
off a light guinea between two good halfpence),
this fupererogatory merit will not perhaps be taken
amifs. « Now amufement in and for itfelf may be
afforded by the gratification either of the curiofity
or of the paffions, I ufe the former word as dif~
tinguithed from the love of knowledge, and the
latter in diftin&ion from thofe emotions which
arift in well-ordered minds, from the perception
of truth or falfehood, virtue or vice:— emotions,
which are always preceded bjthought, and linked
with improvement. Again, all information pur-
fued without any with of becoming wifer or better
thereby, I clafs among the gratifications of mere
curiofity, whether it be fought for in a light novel
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or a grave hiftory., We may therefore omit the
word information, as included eithgr in 4mufement
or inftruétion,

The prefen®work is an experiment; not whe-
ther a writer may honeftly overlook the pne, or
fuccefsfully omit the ‘other, of the two elements
themfelves, which ferious readers at leaft perfuade
themfelves that,they purfue; but whether a change
might not be hazarded of the ufual order, in which
periodical writers have in general attempted to
convey them. Havmg myfelf expenencedothat no
delight either in “kind or degree is equal to that
which accompanies the diftinét perception of a
fundamental truth, relative to our moral being;
having, long after the completion of what is ordi-
narily called a learned education, difcovered a new
world of intellectual profit opening on me—not
from any new opinions, but lying, as it were, at
the roots of thofe which I had been taught in child-
hood in my catechifm and fpelling-book+; there
arofe a foothing hope in my mind that a leffer
public might be found, compofed of perfons fuf-
ceptible of the fame delight, and defirous of attain-
ing it by the fame procefs. I heard a whifper too
from within, (I truft that it proceeded from don-
fcience not vanity) that a duty was performed in
the endeavour to render it as much eafier to them,
than it had been to me, as could be effected by the
united efforts of my underftanding and imagination.

A&uated by this impulfe, the writer wifhes, in
the following effays, to convey not inftru&ion
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merely, but fundamental inftru&ion ; .not fo much
to fhow the reader’ this or that fa& as to kindle
his own torch for him, and leave it to himfelf to
choofe the particular objeéts, whichy he might with
to examifle by its light. The Friend does not in-
deed e®lude from his plar® occafional interludes,
and vacations of innocent engertainment and pro-
mifcuous information, but ftill in the main he pro-
pofes to himfelf the communication Y of fuch delight
as rewards the march of truth, rather than to col-
le&t the flowers which diverﬁfy its track, in order
to prefent them apart from the Hbmely, yet food-
ful or medicinable, herbs, among which they had
grown. To refer men’s opinions to their abfolute
principles, and thence their feelings to the appro-
priate objects, and in their due degrees ; and fi-
nally, to apply the principles thus afcertained, to
the formation of ftedfaft convi@ions concerning
the moft important queftions of politics, morality,
and religion — thefe are to be the objeéts and the
contents of his work. :

Themes like thefe not even the genius of a
Plato or a Bacon could render intelligible, without
demafding from the reader thought fometimes,
andattention generally. By thought I here mean
the voluntary produ&ion in our own minds of thofe
ftates of confcioufnefs, to which, as to his funda-
mental faéls, the writer has referred us: while at=
tention has for its object the order and connetion
of thoughts and images, cach of which is in itfelf
already and familiarly known. Thus the elements
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_of geometry require attention only; but the analy-
fis of our primary faculties, and the inveftigation
of all the abfolute grounds of religion and morals,
are impofible without energies of thought-in addi-
tion to the effort of attention. The Fiiend will
not attempt to difguife from his readers tiat both
attention and thought are efforts, and the latter a
moft difficult and laborious effort ; nor from him-
felf, that to require it often or for any continuance
of time, is incompatible with the nature of the pre-
fent publication, even were it lefs incongruous than
it unfortunately k with the prefent habits and pur-
fuits of Englithmen. Accordingly I fhall be on
my guard to make the effays as few as poffible,
which would require from a well educated reader
any energy of thought and voluntary abftration.

But attention, I confefs, will be requifite through-
out, except in the excurfive and mifcellaneous ef-
fays that will be found interpofed between each of
the three main divifions of the work. On what-
ever fubject the mind feels a lively intereft, atten-

* tion, though always an effort, becomes a delightful
effort. 1 fhould be quite at eafe, could I fecure
for the whole work as much of it, as a card party
of earneft whift-players often expend in a fingle
evening, or a lady in the making-up of a fathiona-
ble drefs. But where no intereft previoufly exifts,
attention (as every fchoolmafter knows) can be
procured only by terror: which is the true reafon
why the majority of mankind learn nothing fyftem-
aticilly, except as fchoolboys or apprentices.
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Happy fhall I be, from other motives befides
jofe of felf-mterei’c if no fault or deficiency on
y part fhall prevent the work from furnithing a
efumptive proof, that there are ftjll to be found
nong uda refpectable number of readers who are
sfirou® to derive pleafure from the confcioufnefs
“being inftructed or melioraged: and who feel a
flicient intereft as to the foundations of their own
sinions in literature, politics, morals, and religion,
afford that degree of attention, without which,
ywever men may deceive themfelves, no actual
ogrefs ever was or ever can be made in that
1owledge, which fupplies at once both ftrength

d nourifhment.
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AN dig mapinafov Ty Thmy wapd aob, T8 mpdTor iy 6lbbe
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hd ArisTorH. RaNz. 939.

IMITATION. *

When I received the Mufe from you, I found her puffed
and pampered,

With pompous fentences and terms, a cumbrous huge vi-
rago.

My firft attention was applied to make her look genteelly,

And bring her to a moderate bulk by dint of lighter diet,

I fed h}rlrvith plain houfehold phrafe, and cool tamiliar
allad

With water-,gruel epifode, with fentimental jelly,

With moral mince-meat: till at length I brought her within
compafs. FRERE.

N the preceding effay I named the

prefent undertaking an experiment.

The explanation will be found inthe

following letter, written to a corref-

pondent during the firft attempt, and before the

* This imitation is printed here by permiffion of the au-
thor, from a feries of free tranflations of feleéted fcenes from
Ariftophanes: a work, of which (fhould the author be
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plan was difcontinued from an original error in the
mode of circujation.

TO

Whaenw I firft undertoo_k.the prefent publication
for the fake and with the afowed object of refer-
ring men in all things to principles or fundamental
truths, I was well aware of the obftacles which the
plan itfelf would oppofe to my fuccefs. For in
order ¢o the regular attainment of this obje&, all
the drieft and leaft attraétive effays muft appear
in the beginning, and thus fubject me to the ne-
ceflity of demanding effort or foliciting patience
in that part of the work, where it was moft my
intereft to fecure the confidence of my readers by
winning their favour. Though I dared warrant
for the pleafantnefs of the journey on the whole ;
though I might promife that the road would, for
the fay greater part of it, be found plain and eafy,
that it would pafs through countries of various
profped, and that at every ftage there would be
a change of cqmpany ; it ftill remained a heavy dif
advantage, that I had to ftart at the foot of a high
afld fteep hill : and I forefaw, not without occa-
fional feelings of defpondency, that during the flow

perfuaded to make it public) it is my deliberate judgment,
that it will form an important epoch in Englith literature,
and open out fources of metrical and rhythmical wealth in
the very heart of our language, of which few, if any, among
us are aware, -

VOL. I. C
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and laborious afcent it would require no common
management to keep my paflengers ig good humour
with the vehicle and its driver. As far as this in-
convenience cokld be palliated by fincerity and pre-
vious confeffion, I have no reafon to acéulie my-
felf of negle@. In the profpectus* of The Friend,
which for this caufe d reprinted and annexed to
the firft effay, I felt it my duty to inform fuch as
might be inclined to patronize the publication, that
I muft fubmit to be efteemed dull by thofe who
fought chiefly for amufement : and this I hazarded
as a general confelfion, though in my own mind I
felt a cheerful confidence that it would apply al-
moft exclufively to the earlier effays. I could not
therefore be furprifed, however much I may have
been deprefled, by the frequency with which you
hear The Friend complained of for its abftrufe-
nefs and obfcurity ; nor did the highly flattering
expreflions, with which you accompanied your
communication, prevent me from feeling itr truth
to the whole extent.

An author’s pen, like children’s legs, improves
by exercife. That part of the blame which refts
on myfelf, I am exerting my beft faculties to re-
move. A man long accuftomed to filent and fofi-
tary meditation, in proportion as he increafes the
power of thinking in long and conneéted trains, is
apt to lofe or leflen the talent of communicating
his thoughts with grace and perfpicuity. Doubt-

* See Appendix to Vol. III, Ed.
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lefs too, I have in fome meafure injured my ftyle,
in refpe o itsefacility and popularity, from having
almoft confined my reading, of late years, to the
works of the ancients and thofe of ¢he elder writers
in the thodern languages. We infenfibly imitate
what we habitually admire”; and an averfion to the
epigrammatic unconnécted periods of the fathion-
able Anglo-Gallican tafte has tog often made me
willing to forget, that the ftately march and diffi-
cult evolutions, which charaéterize the eloquence
of Haoker, Bacon, Milton, and Jeremy Taylor,
are, notwithftanding their intrinfic excellence, ftill
lefs fuited to a periodical effay. . This fault I am
now endeavouring to correét ; though I can never
fo far facrifice my judgment to the defire of being
immediately popular, as to caft my fentences in the
French moulds, or affeét a ftyle which an ancient
critic would have deemed purpofely invented for
perfons troubled with the afthma to read, and for
thofe so comprehend who labour under the more
pitiable afthma of a fhort-witted intellect. Tt can-
not but be injurious to the human mind never to
be called into, effort : the habit of receiving plea-
fure’without any exertion of thought, by the mere
efcitement of curiofity and fenfibility, may be
juftly ranked among the worft effe&s of habitual
novel reading. It is true that thefe thort and un-
conne&ted fentences are eafily and inftantly under-
ftood : but it is-equally true, that wanting all the
cement of thought as well as of ftyle, all the con-
netions, and (if you will forgive fo trivial a meta-
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phor) all the hooks-and-eyes of the memory, they
are as eafily forgotten : or rather, ityis fcarcely pof-
fible that they fhould be remembered.— Nor is
it lefs true, thatsthofe who confine their reading to
fuch books dwarf their own faculties, arid finally
reduce their underftandings to a deplorable imbe-
cility : the fa&t you enention, and which I fhall
hercafter make ufe of, is a fair inftance and a
ftriking illuftration. Like idle morning vifiters,
the brifk and breathlefs periods hurry in and hurry
off in quick and profitlefs fucceflion ; each jndeed
for the moments*of its ftay prevents the pain of
vacancy, while it indulges the love of floth ; but
all together they leave the miftrefs of the houfe
(the foul, I mean) flat and exhaufted, incapable of
attending to her own concerns, and unfitted for the
converfation of more rational guefts.

I know you will not fufpeét me of foftering fo
idle a hope, as that of obtaining acquittal by re-
crimination ; or think that I am attacking one fault,
in order that its oppofite may efcape notice in the
noife and fmoke of the battery. On the contrary,
I fhall do my beft, and even make all allowable
facrifices, to render my manner more attractive
and my matter more generally interefting. In the
eftablithment of pririciples and fundamental doc-
trines, I muft of neceflity require the attention of
my reader to become my fellow-labourer, The
primary faéls effential to the intelligibility of my
principles I can prove to others only as far as I can
prevail on them to retire into themfelves and make
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their own minds the objeéts of their ftedfaft atten-
tion. But, ons the other hand, I feel teo deeply
the importance of the convx&nons, which firft im-
pelled me to the prefent undertakifig, to leave un-
attemgted any honourable means of recommending
them to as wide a circle as poffible.

Hitherto I have been emtployed in laying the
foundation of my work. But the, proper merit of
a foundation is its maflivenefs and folidity.- The
conveniences and ornaments, thegilding and ftucco
work,¢he funthine and funny profpeéts, will come
with the fuperftru@ure. Yet 1 dare not flatter
myfelf, that any endeavours of mine, compatible
with the duty I owe to truth and the hope of pere
manent utility, will render The Friend agreeable
to the majority of what is ¢alled the reading pub-
lic. I never expected it. How-indeed could I,
when I was.to borrow fo little from the influence
of pafling events, and when I had abfolutely ex-
cludedefrom my plan all appeals to perfonal curi-
ofity and perfonal interefts ? Yet even this is not
my greateft impediment. No real information
can be conveyed, no important errors- reitified,
no widely injurious prejudices rooted up,’ wnﬂ:out
rejuiring fome effort of thought on the part of the
reader. But the obftinate (and toward a contem-
porary writer, the contemptuous) averfion to in-
tellectual effort is the mother evil of all which I
had propofed to war againft, the queen bee in the
hive of our errors and misfortunes, both private
and national. To folicit the attention of thofe, on
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whom-thefe debilitating' caufes have aéted to their
full extent, would be no lefs abfurdsthan to recom-
mend exercife with the dumb bells, as the only
mode of cure, % a patient paralytic in both arms.
You well know, that my expe@ations werg, more
modeft as well as more rational. I hoped, that
my readers in generaP would be aware of the im-
practicability of fuiting every effay to every tafte
in any period of the work ; and that they would
not attribute wholly to the author, but in part to
the neceffity of lus plan, the aufterity and abfence.
of the lighter graces in the firft fifteen or twenty
numbers. In my cheerful moods I fometimes
flattered myfelf, that a few even among thofe, who
forefaw that my lucubrations would at all times re-
quire more attention than from the nature of their
own employments they could afford them, might
yet find a pléafure in fupporting The Friend during
its infancy, fo as to give it a chance of attracting
the notice of others, to whom its ftyle and fabjeéts
might be better adapted. But my main anchor
wag the hope, that when circumftances gradually
enabled me to adopt the ordinary mgans of making
the publication generally known, there migfit be
found throughout the kingdom a fufficient numlser
of meditative minds, who, entertaining fimilar con-
victions with myfelf, and gratified by the profpet
of feeing them reduced to form and fyftem, would
take 2 warm intereft in the work from the very
circumftance, that it wanted thofe allurements of
tranfitory interefts, which render particular patron-
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age fuperfluous, and for the brief feafon of their
blow and fraggance attraét the eye of thoufands,
who would pafs unregarded

- flowers,
('} fober tint, and herbs ¢f med'cinable powers,

In thefe three introduory effays, the Friend
has endeavoured to realize his promife of giving
an honeft bill of fare, both as to the obje&s and
the fiyle of the work. With ; eference to both I
conclude with a prophecy of Simon Grynzus,
from his premonition to the candid reader, pre-
fixed to Ficinus’s tranflation of Plato, publifhed at
Leyden, 1557. How far it has been gradually
fulfilled in this country fince the Revolution in
1688, I leave to my candid and intelligent readers
to determine :—

Ae dolet mibi.quidem deliciis literarum meji'am
ﬁcbtto jam homines adeo effe, prefertim qui Chrifti-
anos fe profitentur, ut legere nifi quod ad prefentem
guftum facit, fu ﬁmmnt nibil: unde et difcipline et
phiofophia :pfa jam fere prorfus etiam a doétis neg-
kguntur, Quod quidem propofitum fudiorum nifi
mature corrigetur,tam magnum rebus incommodum
dabity quam dedit barbaries olim.  Pertinax res
barbaries eff, fateor; [ed minus poteft tamen, quam
illa perfuafa prudentia literarum fi ratione caret,
Japientie virtutifque [pecie m:ﬁrs le&tores circum-
‘ducens.
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Succedet igitur, ut arbitror, haud ita multo poft,
pro rufticana feculi noftri ruditatey capiatrix illa
blandiloquentia, robur amimi virilis omne, omnem
virtutem mafcubim, profligatura, nifi cavetur®

In very truth, it gritveth me that men, thofe
efpecially who profefs ghemfelves to be Chriftians,
fhould be fo taken with the fweet baits of liter-
ature that they can endure to read nothing but
what gives them immediate gratification, no matter
how low or fenfual it may be. Confequently, the
more auftere and\lifciplinary branches of philofo-
phy itfelf are almoft wholly neglected, even by the
learned. — A courfe of ftudy (if fuch reading, with
fuch a purpofe in view, could deferve that name)
which, if not corre&ed in time, will occafion worfe
confequences than even barbarifm did in the times
of our forefathers. Barbarifin is, I own, a wilful
headﬁrong thing ; but with all its blind obftinacy
it has lefs power of doing harm than this felf-fuffi-
cient, felf-fatisfied plain good common fenfe fort of
writing, this prudent faleable popular ftyle of com-
pofition, if it be deferted by reafon and fcientific
infight ;- pitiably decoying the minds of men by an -
impofing fhew of amiablenefs, ‘and practical wif-
dom, fo that the delighted reader knowing nothing
knows all about almoft everything. There will
fucceed, therefore, in my opinion, and that too

* In the original of this paffage, the words gulam and
;ortde; ftand refpeﬁwely for pre fentem guftum and Ieﬂoru.
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within no long time, to the ruderiefs and rufticity
of our age, tit enfnaring meretricious popular-
nefs in literature, with all the trickfy humilities of
the ambitious candidates for the/favourable fuf-
fragego? the judicious public, which if we do not
take good care will break up and fcatter before it
all robuftnefs and manly vigour of intelle&t, all

mafculine fortitude of virtue,
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“.
ESSAY IV.

8i modo quee natcra et ratione concefa fint, affumpferimus,
prxﬁmptiaZit Jufpicio a nobis quam {ugﬁ&m: abeffe debet.
Multa antiquitats, nobifmet m'ln%, arrogamus. Nihilne vos?
Nikil mekercule, nifi quod omnia omni animo <veritati arro-
gamus et fanctimoniq, ULR, RiNov. De Controverfiis.

If we affume only what nature and reafon have granted,
with no fhadow of right can we be fufpected of prefump-
tion. To antiquity we arrogate many things, to ourfelves

nothing. No inEP Aye nothing: unlefs indeed it be,

that with all our ftrength we arrogate all things to truth
and moral purity.

T has been remarked by the cele-
brated Haller, that we are deaf while
we are yawning. The fame ac of
drowfinefs that ftretches open our

mouths, clofes our ears. It is much the fame in
alls of the underftanding. A lazy half-attention
amounts to a mental yawn. Where then # fub-
jeét, that demands thought, has been thoughtfi'ly
treated, and with an exa& and patient derivation
from its principles, we muft be willing to exert a
portion of the fame effort, and to think with the
author, or the author will have thought in vain for
us. It makes little difference for the time being,
whether there be an biatus ofcitans in the reader’s
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attention, or an hiatus lacrymabilis in the author’s
manufcript.  #When this occurs during the peru-
fal of a work of known authority and eftablithed
fame, we honeftly lay the fault of our own defi-
cienq,'or on the unﬁtnefs of our prefent mood ;
. but when it is a contemporary produion, over
which we have been nodding, it is far more
pleafant to pronounce it infufferably dull and ob-
fcure. Indeed, as charity begins at home, it would
be unreafonable to expe&t that a reader fhould
charge himfelf with lack of intelle&, when the ef-
fe& may be equally well accounted for by declar-
ing the author unintelligible; or that he fhould
accufe his own inattention, when by half a dozen
phrafes of abufe, as ¢ heavy ftuff, metaphyfical jar-
gon, &c.’ he can at once excufe his lazinefs, and
gratify his pride, fcorn, and envy. To fimilar im-
pulfes we muft attribute the praifes of a true mo-
dern reader, when he meets with. 2 work in the
true modern tafte : namely, either in fkipping, un-
connefted, fhort-winded, afthmatic fentences, as
eafy to be underftood as impoffible to be remem-
bered, in whigh the mereft common-place acquires
a nlomentary poignancy, a petty titillating fting,
from affected point and wilful antithefis; or elfe
in ftrutting and rounded periods, in which the emp-
tieft truifms are blown up into illuftrious bubbles
by help of film and inflation. “ Aye!” (quoth
the delighted reader) ¢ this is fenfe, this is genius!
this I underftand and admire! I have thought the
very fame a hundred times myfelf!” In other
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words, this man has reminded me of my own cle-
vernefs, and therefore I admire him. -Oh! for
one piece of egotifm that prefents itfelf under its
own honeft b:S? face of I myfelf I, there are fifty
that fteal out in the mafk of tu-ifms and illeyifms !

It has ever been my opinion, that an exceflive
folicitude to avoid the@fe of our firft perfonal pro-
noun more often, has its fource in confcious felfith-
nefs than in true felf-oblivion. A quiet obferver
of human follies may often amufe or fadden his
thoughts by detecting a perpetual feeling of pureft
egotifm through a long mafquerade of difguifes,
the half of which, had old Proteus been mafter of
as many, would have wearied out the patience of
Menelaus. - I fay, the patience only : for it would
afk more than the fimplicity of Polypheme, with
his one eye extinguifhed, to be deceived by fo
poor a repetition of Nobody. Yet I can with
ftriGteft truth affure my readers that with a plea-
fure combined with a fenfe of wearinefs I fee the
nigh approach of that point of my labours, in
which I can convey my opiniong.and the work-
ings of my heart without reminding the reader ob-
trufively of myfelf. But the frequency, With
which I have fpoken in my own perfon, recaKs
my apprehenfions to the fecond danger, which it
was my hope to guard againft ; the probable charge
of arrogance, or prefumption, both for daring to
diffent from the opinions of great authorities, and,
in my following numbers perhaps, from the gene-
ral opinion concerning the true value of certain
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authorities deemed great. The word, prefump-
tion, I appropsiate to the internal feeling, and ar-
rogance to the way and manner of outwardly ex-
prefling ourfelves. 4

Asgno man can rightfully be condemned with-
out reference to fome definite law, by the know-
ledge of which he might have avoided the given
fault, it is neceflary fo to define the conftituent
qualities and conditions of arrogance, that 3 reafon
may be aﬂignable why we pronounce one man
guiltyand acquit another. For merely to call a per-
fon arrogant or moft arrogant, can gonvi& no one
of the vice except perhaps the accufer. I remem-
ber, when a young man who had left his books and
a glafs of water to join a convivial party, each of
whom had nearly finithed his fecond bottle, was
pronounced very drunk by the whole party — he
looked fo ftrange and pale! Many a man, who
has contrived to hide his ruling paflion or predo-
minant, defe® from himfelf, will betray the fame
to difpaflionate obfervers, by his pronenefs on all
occafions to fufgeé or accufe others of it. Now
arrogance and prefumption, like all other moral
qualities, muft be fhewn by fome aét or conduét:
and this too muft be an aé that implies, if not an
immediate concurrence of the will, yet fome faulty
conftitution of the moral habits.- For all crimi-
nality fuppofes its eflentials to have been within
the power of the agent. Either therefore the fadts
adduced do of themfelves convey the whole proof
of the charge, and the queftion refts on the truth
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or accuracy with which they have been ftated ; or
theyacquire their charaéter from thetcircumftances.

I have looked into a ponderous feview of the cor-
puﬁ:ular phllofophy by a Sicilian Jefuit, in which
the acrimonious Father frequéntly exprefﬁzs his
doubt, whether he fhould pronounce Boyle or New-
ton more impious thar’prefumptuous, or more pre-
fumptuous than impious. They had both attacked
the reigning opinions on moft important fubje&s,
opinions fan&ioned by the greateft names of an-
tiquity, and by the general fuffrage of their learned
contemporaries or immediate predeceffors. Locke
was affailed with a full cry for his prefumption in
having deferted the philofophical fyftem at that
time generally received by the univerfities of Eu-
rope; and of late years Dr. Prieftley beftowed the
epithets of arrogant and infolent on Reid, Beattie,
&c. for prefuming to arraign certain opinions of
Mr. Locke, himfelf repaid in kind by many of his
own countrymen for his theological novelties. It
will fcarcely be affirmed, that thefe accufations
were all of them juft, or that any of them were fit
or courteous. Muft we therefore &y, that in or-
der to avow doubt or difbelief of a popular perfua-
fion without arrogance, it is required that the dif~
fentient fhould know himfelf to poflefs the genius,
and foreknow that he fhould acquire the reputa-
tion, of Locke, Newton, Boyle, or even of a Reid
or Beattie? But as this knowledge and prefcience
are impoffible in the ftriét fenfe of the words, and
could mean no more than a ftrong inward convic-
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tion, it is manifeft that fuch a rule, if it were uni-
verfally eftablifRed, would encourage the prefump-
tuous, and condemn modeft and humble minds
alone to filence. And as this filence could not
acquitghe individual’s own, mind of prefumption,
unlefs it were accompanieJ by confcious acquief-
cence; modefty itfelf muft btcome an inert quali-
ty, which even in private fociety never difplays its
charms more unequivocally than in its mode of
reconciling moral deference with intelleGtual cou-
rage, end general diffidence wit} fincerity in the
avowal of the particular conviction.

We muft feek then elfewhere for the true marks,
by which prefumption or arrogance may be de-
tected, and on which the charge may be grounded
with little hazard of miftake or injuftice. And as
I confine my prefent obfervations to literature, I
deem fuch criteria neither difficult to determine nor
to apply, The firft mark, as it appears to me, is a
frequent bare aflertion of opinions not generally
received, without condefcending to prefix or annex
the fa&ts and reafons on which fuch opinions were
formed ; efpecially if this abfence of logical cour-
tefy i$ fupplied by contemptuous or abufive treat-
ment of fuch as happen to doubt of, or oppofe, the
decifive #pfe dixi. But to affert, however naked-
ly, that a paffage in a lewd novel, in which the
Sacred Writings are denounced as more likely to
pollute the young and innocent mind than a ro-
mance notorious for its indecency — to affert, I
fay, that fuch a paffage argues equal impudence
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and ignorance in its author, at the time of writing
and publithing it—this is not arrogance; although
to a vaft majarity of the decent part of our coun-
trymen it would be fuperfluous as a truifm, if it
were exclufively an author’s bufinefs to cogvey or
revive knowledge, and not fometimes his duty to
awaken the indignatfon of his reader by the ex-
preflion of his qwn,

A fecond fpecies of this unamiable quality, which
has been often diftinguifhed by the name of War-
burtonian arrogance, betrays itfelf, not assin the
former, by proud or petulant omiffion of proof or
argument, but by the habit of afcribing weaknefs
of intelle@, or want of tafte and fenfibility, or
hardnefs of heart, or corruption of moral principle,
to all who deny the truth of the doétrine, or the
fufficiency of the evidence, or the fairnefs of the
reafoning adduced in its fupport. ‘This is indeed
not eflentially different from the firft, but aflumes
a feparate charater from its accompaniments : for
though both the doétrine and its proofs may have
been legitimately fupplied by the underftanding,
yet the bitternefs of perfonal crimination will re- -
folve itfelf into naked affertion. We are, there-
fore, authorized by experience, and juftified ®%n
the principle of felf-defence and by the law of fair
retaliation, in attributing it to a vicious temper
arrogant from irritability, or irritable from arro-
gance. This learned arrogance admits of many
gradations, and is aggravated or palliated, accord-
ingly as the point in difpute has been more or lefs
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controverted, as the reafoning bears a fmaller or
greater proportidn to the virulence of the perfonal
detraétion, and as the perfon or papties, who are
the objeds of it, are more or lefs refpected, more
or lefs gvorthy of refpect.

Lattly, it muft be admitted as a juft imputation
of prefumption when an individual obtrudes on the
public eye, with all the high pretepfions of origi-
nality, opinions and obfervations, in regard to
which he muft plead wilful ignorance in order to
be acquitted of dithoneft plagiarifig. On the fame
feat muft the writer be placed, who in a difquifi-
tion on any important fubje& proves, by falfehoods
either of omiffion or of pofitive error, that he has
negle&ed to poflefs himfelf, not only of the infor-
mation requifite for this particular fubject; but
even of thofe acquirements, and that general know-
ledge, which could alone authorize him to com-
mence a public inftru@®or. This is'an office which

* Had the author of the Divine Legation of Mofes more
fkilfully appropriated his coarfe eloquence of abufe, his
cuﬂomary.aﬁ'urances of theidiotcy, both in head and heart,
of all Jis opponemts ; if he had employed thofe vigorous
arguments otP his own vehement humour in the defence of
truths acknowledged and reverenced by learned men in
&neral 3 or if he had confined them to the names of Chubb,

oolfton, and other precurfors of Thomas Payne; we
thould perhaps fill charaterize his mode of controveﬂiy by
its rude violence, hut not fo often have heard his name
ufed, even by thofe who have never read his writings, as a
proverbial expreflion for learned arrogance. But when a
novel and doubtful hypothefis of his own formation was
the citadel' to be defended, and his mephitic hand-granados
were thrown with the fury of lawlefs defpotifm at the fair

VOL. 1. D
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cannot be procured gratis. ‘The induftry, necef-
fary for the due exercife of its ¥unctions, is its
purchafe-moxey ; and the abfence or infufficiency
of the fame is fo far a fpecies of dithonefty, and
implies a prefumption, in the literal as w‘reﬂ as the
ordinary fenfe of the word. He has taken a thing
before he had acquired any right or title thereto.
If in additiop to this unfitnefs which every man
poflefles the means of afcertaining, his aim fhould
be to unfettle a general belief clofely conneted
with public and, private quiet; and if his language
and manner be avowedly calculated for the illiter-
ate, and perhaps licentious, part of his country-
men ; difgufting as his prefumption muft appear,
it is yet loft or evanefcent in the clofe neighbour-
hood of his guilt. That Hobbes tranflated Homer
into Englith verfe and publithed his tranflation,
furnifhes no pofitive evidence of his felf-conceit,
though it implies a great lack of felf-knowledge

n

reputation of a Sykes and a Lardner, we not only confirm
the verdiét of his independent contemporarics, but ceafe to
wonder, that arrogance fhould render men obje&s of con-
temipt in many, and of averfion in ally inftances, when it
was capable of hurrying a Chriftian teacher of equal talents
and learning into a flanderous vulgarity, which efcapes our
difguft only when we fee the writer’s own reputation the
fole viétim, But throuﬁhout his great work, and the
pamphlets in which he fupported it, he always feems to
write as if he had deemed 1t a duty of decorum to publith
his fancies on the Mofaic Law as the Law itfelf was deli-
vered, that is, in thunders and lightnings: or as if he had
applied to his own book inftead of the facred mount, the
menace — There fhall not a hand touck it but ke fhall furely

-be floned or fhot through.
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and of acquaintance with the nature of poetry.*.
A ftrong* wifl! often impofes itfelf on the mind
for an actual power : the miftake s favoured by
the inngcent pleafure derived from the exercife
of vesfification, perhaps by the approbation of
intimates ; and the candidate afks from more im-
partial readers that fentence,’which nature has not
enabled him to anticipate. But when the philo-
fopher of Malmefbury waged war with Wallis and
the fundamental truths of pure geometry, every
inftante of his grofs ignorance and utter mifcon-
ception of the very elements of the fcience he pro-
pofed to confute, furnifhed an unanfwerable fa&
in proof of his high prefumption ; and the confi-
dent and infulting language of the attack leaves
the judicious reader in as little doubt of his grofs
arrogance. An illiterate mechanic, who miftak-
ing fome difturbance of his nerves for a miracu-
lous call proceeds alone to convert a tribe of fa-
vages, whofe- language he can have no natural
means of acquiring, may have been mifled by im-
pulfes very different from thofe of high felf-opi-
nion ; but the dlliterate perpetrator of the ¢ Age of
Reafon’ muft have had his very confcience ftu-
pified by the habitual intoxication of prefumptuous

* At the time I wrote this effay, and indeed till the pre-
fent month, December, 1818, I had never feen Hobbes’®
tranflation of the Odyfley, which, I now find, is by no
means to be ifroken contemptuoufly, It is doubtlefs as

. much too ballad-like, as the later verfions are too epic;
but ftill, on the whole, it leaves a much truer impreffion of
the original.
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arrogance, and his common-fenfe over-clouded by
the vapours from his heart. ¢

As long tHerefore as I obtrude no unfupported
affertions on my readers ; and as long zs I ftate
my opinions and the evidence which induzed or
compelled me to adopt them, with calmnefs and
that diffidence in myfelf, which is by no means
incompatible witha firm belief in the juftnefs of
the opinions themfelves ; while 1 attack no man’s
private life from any caufe, and detra&t from no
man’s honours i@ his public charaéter, frdm the
truth of his doétrines, or the merits of his com-
pofitions, without detailing all my reafons and
refting the refult folely on the arguments adduced;
while I moreover explain fully the motives of
duty, which influenced me in refolving to infti-
tute fuch inveftigation; while I confine all afpe-
rity of cenfure, and all expreflions of contempt,
to grofs violations of truth, honour, and decency,
to the bafe corrupter and the detected flanderer ;
while I write on no fabject, which I have not
ftudied with my beft attention, on no fubjeé't
which my education and acquirements have inca-
pacitated me from properly underﬁandmg, and
above all while I approve myfelf, alike in praife and
in blame, in clofe reafoning and in impaffioned de-
clamation, a fteady friend to the two beft and fureft
friends of all men, truth and honefty; I will not
fear an accufation of either prefumption or arro-
gance from the good and the wife, I fhall pity it
from the weak, and welcome it from the wicked.
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In eodem pellore mullum eft honeflorum furpiumque confor-
tium: et cogitare optima fimul ac deterrima non magis ¢ff
unius anims quam efufdem hominis bonum efe ac malum.

QUINCTILIAN.®

There is no fellowfhip of honour And bafenefs in the
fame breaft ; and to combine the beft and the worft defigns
is no more poffible in one mind, than it is for the fame man
to be at the fame inftant virtuous and vicious.

Cognitio veritatis omnia fagk, /i modo proferantur, etiam
que prius inaudita erant, et dijudicare et fubvertere idmea
efl. AUGUSTIN.

A knowledge of the truth is equal to the tafk both of
difcerning and of confuting all falfe affertions and errone-
ous arguments, though never before met with, if only they
may freg]y be brought forward,

HAVE faid, that my very fyftem
compels me to make every fair ap-
peal to the feelings, the imagination,
and even the fancy. If thefe are to
be withholden from the fervice of truth, virtue,
and happinefs, to what purpofe were they given ?
In whofe fervice are they retained ! I have indeed
confidered the difproportion of human paflions to

* XIL 1. 4.—Ed.
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their ordinary obje&s among the ftrongeft inter-
nial evidence of our future deftinatlon, and the at-
tempt to reﬁoge them to their rightful claimants,
the moft imperious duty and the nobleft tafk of
genius. The verbal epunciation of this” pafter
truth could fcarcely be new to me at any period
of my life fince earlie®t youth; but I well remem-
ber the particujar time, when the words firft be-
came more than words to me, when they incor-
porated with a living convifion, and took their
place among the realities of my being. Onsfome
wide common or open heath, peopled with ant-
hills, during fome one of the gray cloudy days of
late autumn, many of my readers may have no-
ticed the effet of a fudden and momentary flath
of funfhine on all the countlefs little animals with-
in his view, aware too that the felfsame influence
was darted co-inftantaneoufly over all their fwarm-
ing cities as far as his eye could reach; may have
obferved, with what a kindly force the gleam ftirs
and quickens them all, and will have experienced
no unpleafurable thock of feeling in feeing myriads
of myriads of living and fentient beings united
at the fame moment in one gay fenﬁmon, oné¢ joy-
ous a&wnty' But awful indeed is the fame ap-
pearance in a multitude of rational beings, our fel-
low-men, in whom too the effe& is produced not
fo much by the external occafion as from the ac-
tive quality of their own thoughts, I had walked
from Géttingen in the year 1799, to witnefs the
arrival of the Queen of Pruffia, on her vifit to the
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Baron Von Hartzberg’s feat,. five miles from the
Univerfity. The fpacious outer court of the pa-
lace was crowded with men and wqmen, a fea of
heads, with a number of children rifing out of it
from the?r fathers’ lhoulders. After a buzz of two
hours expeQation, the avahit-courier rode at full
fpeed into the court. At the loud cracks of his
long whip and the trampling of his horfe’s hoofs,
the univerfal fhock and thrill of emotnon—l
have not language to convey it — exprefled as it
was in fuch manifold looks, geftures, and atti-
tudes, yet with one and the fanfe feeling in the
eyes of all " Recovering from the firft inevitable
contagion of fympathy, I involuntarily exclaimed,
though in a language to myfelf alone intelligible,
«“O man! ever nobler than thy circumftances !
Spread but the mift of obfcure feeling over any
form, and even a woman incapable of bleﬂing or
of injuring thee fhall be welcomed with an inten-
fity of gmotion adequate to the receptlon of the
Redeemer of the world ! ”?

To a creature fo hlghly, fo fearfully gifted, —
who, alienated as he is by a forcery fcarcely lefs
myfterious than the nature on which it is exer-
cifed, yet, like the fabled fon of Jove in the evil
day of his fenfual bewitchment, lifts the fpindles
and diftaffs of Omphale with the arm of a giant
—to fuch a creature truth is felf-reftoration : for
that which is the correlative of truth, the exift-
ence of abfolute life, is the only obje& which can
attra&t toward it the whole depth and mafs of his
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fluGtuating being, and alone therefore can unite
calmnefs with elevation. But itv muf} be truth
without allog and unfophifticated. It is by the
agency of in&ﬁin& conceptions, as the counter-
feits of the ideal and tranfcendant, that‘eyil and
vanity exercife their tyfanny on the feelings of man.
The powers of darknefs are. politic if not wife ;
but furely nothing can be more irrational in the
pretended children of light, than to enlift them-
felves under the banners of truth, and yet reft
their hopes on an alliance with delufion. ,

As one amon§ the numerous artifices, by which
auftere truths are to be foftened down into palat-
able falfehoods, and virtue and vice, like the atoms
of Epicurus, to receive that infenfible clinamen
which is to make them meet each other half way,
I have an efpecial diflike to the expreflion, pious
frauds. Piety indeed fhrinks from the very phrafe,
as an attempt to mix poifon with the cup of blefl-
ing : while the expediency of the meafures which
the words were intended to recommend or pal-
liate, appears more and more fufpicious, as the
range of our experience widens, and our acquaint-
ance with the records of hiftory becomes ‘more
extenfive and accurate. One of the moft fedwc-
tive arguments of infidelity grounds itfelf on the
numerous paffages in the works of the Chriftian
Fathers, afferting the lawfulnefs of deceit for a
good purpofe. For how can we rely on their tef~
timony concerning the fupernatural fa&s? That
the Fathers held, almoft without exception, that
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¢« wholly without breach of duty it is allowed to
the teachers antl heads of the Chriftian Church to
employ artifices, to intermix falfehoogs with truths,
and efpecially to deceive the enemies of the faith,
provi{e(? only they hereby.ferve the interefts of
truth and the advantage of ‘mankind,” # is the un-
willing confeflion of RiBos. St. Jerome, as is
fhewn by the citations of this learned theologian,
boldly attributes this management™—falfitatem dif-
penfativam—even to the Apoftles themfelves, But
why geak I of the advantage given to the oppo-
nents of Chriftianity ? Alas! %o this doétrine
chiefly, and to the pralices derived from it, we
muft attribute the utter corruption of the religion
itfelf for fo many ages, and even now over fo large
a portion of the civilized world. By a fyftem of
accommodating truth to falfehood, the paftors of
the Church gradually changed the life and light of

* De azconom. Patrum. Integrum omnino dofloribus et cee-
tus Chriffiani antiffitibus effe, ut dolos verfent, falfa veris in-
termifceant, et imprimis religionis hofles fallant, dummodo
weritatis commodis et utilitati inferviant.—1 truft, I need
not add, that the imputation of fuch principles of attion to
the firft infpired propagators of Chriftianity, is founded on
a grofs milconftru&ion of thofe paffages in the writings of
St, Paul, in which the neceffity of employing diffcrent ar-
gtﬁncnts to men of different capacities and prejudices, is
uppofed and acceded to. In other words, St. Paul ftrove
to fpeak intelligibly, willingly facrificed indifferent things
to matters of importance, and ated courteoufly as a man,
in order to win atténtion as an Apoftle. A traveller pre-
fers for daily ufe the coin of the nation through which he
is paﬂ'mg: to bullion or the mintage of his own country:
and is this to juftify a fucceeding -traveller in the ufe of
counterfeit coin ? o
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the Gofpel into the very fuperftitions which they
were commiffioned to difperfe, and-thus paganized
Chriftianity & order to chriften Paganifm. At
this very hour Europe groans and blecds in con-
fequence.

So much in proof and exemplification of the
probable expedlency of pious deception, as fug-
gefted by its known and recorded confequences.
An honeft man; however, poflefles a clearer light
than that of hiftory. He knows, that by facrific-
ing the law of hls reafon to the maxim of pretend-
ed prudence, he purchafes the fword with the lofs
of the arm that is to wield it. The duties which
we owe to our own moral being, are the ground
and condition of all other duties ; and to fet our
nature at ftrife with itfelf for a good purpofe,
implies the fame fort of prudence, as a prieft of
Diana would have manifefted, who fhould have
propofed to dig up the celebrated charcoal foun-
dations of the mighty temple of Ephefus, in order
to furnifh fuel for the burnt-offerings on its altars.
Truth, virtue, and happinefs, may be diftinguithed
from each other, but cannot be divided. They
fubfit by a mutual co-inherence, “which gives a
fhadow of divinity even to our human natuse.
Will ye fpeak wickedly for God; and talk deceit-
fully for himf* is a fearching queftion, which
moft affe@ingly reprefents the grief and impatience
of an uncorrupted mind at perceiving a good caufe

Job xiii, 7.—Ed.
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defended by ill means: and affuredly if apy temp-
tation can provdke a well regulated temper to in-
tolerance, it is the thamelefs aflertiofl, that truth
and falfehood are indifferent in their own natures;
that thg Yormer is as often Jinjurious (and there-
fore criminal) as the latter, and the latter on many
occafions as beneficial (and eonfequently merito-
rious) as the former.

I feel it incumbent on me, therefore, to place
immediately before my readers in the fulleft and
cleareft light, the whole quefhon of moral obllga-
tion refpe@ing the communication®of truth, its ex-
tent and conditions. I would fain obviate all ap-
prehenfions either of my incaution on the one hand,
or of any infincere referve on the other, by prov-
ing that the more ftriCtly we adhere to the letter
of the moral law in this refpect, the more com-
pletely fhall we reconcile that law with prudence;
thus fecuring a purity in the principle without mif-
chief fram the pra&tice. I would not, I could not
dare, addrefs my countrymen as a friend, if I might
not juftify the affumption of that facred title by
more than mere veracity, by open-heartednefs.
Pleafifre, moft often delufive, may be born of de-
luflon, Pleafure, herfelf a forcerefs, may pitch her
tents on enchanted ground. But happinefs (or, to
ufe a far more accurate as well as more compre-
henfive term, folid well-being) can be built on vir-
tue alone, and muft of neceflity have truth for its
foundation. Add too, the known fa&t that the
meaneft of men feels himfelf infulted by an un-
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fuccefsful .‘attempt to deceive him ; and hates and
defpifes the man who has attentpted it. What
place then iy left in the heart for virtue to build
on, if in any cafe we may dare pracife on others
what we fholld feel as a cruel and contémgptuous
wrong in our own perfons? Every parent poflefles
the opportunity of obferving how deeply children
refent the injury of a delufion ; and if men laugh
at the falfehoods that were impofed on themfelves
during their childhood, it is becaufe they are not
good and wife enough to contemplate the gaft in
the prefent, and fo to produce by a virtuous and
thoughtful fenfibility that continuity in their felf-
confcioufnefs, which nature has made the law of
their animal life. Ingratitude, fenfuality, and hard-
nefs of heart, all flow from this fource. Men are
ungrateful to others only when they have ceafed
to look back on their former felves with joy and
tendernefs. They exift in fragments. Annihi-
lated as to the paft, they are dead to the fature, or
feek for the proofs of it everywhere, only not
(where alone they can be found) in themfelves. A
contemporary poet has exprefled and illuftrated
this fentiment with equal finenefs of thoughit and
tendernefs of feeling :—

My heart leaps up when I behold
A rain-bow in the fky!
So was it, when my life began ;
So is it now I am a man;
So let it be, when I grow old,
Or let me die.
The child is father of the man,



ESSAY V. 45

And I would wifh my days to be
Bound eath to each by naturavlvpiety.
ORDSWORTH.

Alas! the pernicious influence of this lax mo-
rality qefends from the nurfery and the fchool to
the cabinet and fenate. It fs a common weaknefs
with men in power, who have ufed diffimulation
fuccefsfully, to form a paffion for the ufe of it,
dupes to the love of duping! A pride is flattered
by thefe lies. He who fancies that he muft be
perpenually ftooping down to the grejudices of his
fellow-creatures, is perpetually reminding and re-
afluring himfelf of his own vaft fuperiority to them..
But no real greatnefs can long co-exift with de-
ceit. The whole faculties of man muft be exerted
in order to noble energies ; and he who is not ear-
neftly fincere, lives in but half his being, felf-mu-
tilated, felf-paralyzed.

* I amjinformed, that thele very lines have been cited,
as a fpecimen of defpicable puerility. So much the worfe
for the citer. Not willingly in his prefence would I be-
hold the fun fetting behind our mountains, or liften to a
tale of diftrefs or virtue ; I fhould be athamed of the quiet
tear on my own <heek. But let the dead bury the dead!
The poet fang for the living. Of what value indeed, to
a fgne mind, are the likings or.diflikings of one man,

rounded on the mere affertions of another? Opinions
ormed from opinions — what are they, but clouds failing
under clouds, which imprefs thadews upon fhadows ?
Fungum pelle procul, jubeo ; nam quid miks fungo ?
Conveniunt flomacho non minus ifia fuo.

I was always pleafed with the motto placed under the

igure of the rofemary in old herbals :—
Apage, fus! Haud tibi [piro.
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The I;Q ‘ter part of the propofition, which has
drawn me,into this difcuffion, that, I mean, in
which the thorality of intentional falfehood is af-
ferted, may fafely be trufted to the reager’s own
moral fenfe. Is it a groundlefs apprehenfion, that
the patrons and admirers of fuch publications may
receive the punifhmfent of their indifcretion in the
condu& of their fons and daughters? The fufpi-
cion of Methodjfm muft be expeéted by every man
of rank and fortune, who carries his examination
refpeting the hooks which are to lie on hig’break-
faft-table, farther than to their freedom from grofs
verbal indecencies, and broad avowals of Atheifm
in the title-page. For the exiftence of an intelli- .
gent Firft Caufe may be ridiculed in the notes of
one poem, or placed doubtfully as one of two or
three poffible hypothefes, in the very opening of
another poem, and both be confidered as works
of fafe promifcuous reading wirginibus puerifque :
and this, too, by many a father of a family, who
would hold himfelf highly culpable in permitting
his child to form habits of familiar acquaintance
with a perfon of loofe habits, and think it even
criminal to receive into his houfe a privaté tutor
without a previous inquiry concerning his opinibns
and principles, as well as his manners and outward
condu&t. How little'I am an enemy to free in-
quiry of the boldeft kind, and in which the au-
thors have differed the moft widely from my own
convictions and the general faith, provided only,
the inquiry be condued with that ferioufnefs,
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whlch naturally accompanies the lovf of truth,

and be evidentl} intended for the per/'a.l of thofe
only, who may be prefumed capabl of weighing
the arguments,—l thall have abundant occafion of
proving %in the courfe of this work. Quin ipfa
pb:l ofophia talibus ¢ di /})utatzomba: non ng/' benefi-
cium recipit. Nam fi vera proponit homo ingenio-
Jus veritatifque amans, nova ad eam acceﬁo fiet:
Jfin falfa, refutatione eorum priores Yanto magis fla~
bilientur. *

The affertion, that truth is often no lefs dan-
gerous than falfehood, founds lefs offenfively at the
firft hearing, only becaufe it hides its deformity
in an equivocation, or double meaning of the word
truth, What may be rightly affirmed of truth,
ufed as fynonimous with verbal accuracy, is tranf~
ferred to it in its higher fenfe of veracity. By
verbal truth we mean no more than the correfpon-

dence of a given fat to given words. In moral
[

* GaLiL&L Syt Cofn. p. 42. — Moreover, philofo hy
itfelf cannot but derive benefit from fuch difcuflions.
if 2 man of genipsand a lover of truth brings juft poﬁtlons
before the public, there is a frefh acceflion to the ftock of |
philofophic infight ; but if erroneous pofitions, the former
truths will by their ' confutation be eftablifhed fo much the
more firmly. )

The original is in the following words :—
La filofofia medefima non pud /é non ricever benefizio dalle
noftre difpute ;5 perchd Jeinmg alj'; i [aranno veri, nuovi
t

acquifti fi j‘aram:o fatti; fe { col nbuttargl:, maggior-
mente verranno confermate le prime dottrine.

Dial, I. 4¢. Padov. 1774,—Ed.
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truth, we\jnvolve likewife the intention of the
fpeaker, thi¢ his words thould crrefpond to- his

houghts in the fenfe in which he expeéts them to
'be underftood by others : and in this latter import
we are always fuppofed to ufe the word, whenever
we fpeak of truth abfolutely, or as a poflible fub-
je@& of moral merit®or demerit. It is verbally
.true, that in the facred Scriptures it is written:
As is the good, fo is the finneryand he that fweareth
as he that feareth an oath. A man hath no better
thing under the fun, than to eat, and to drink, and
to be merry. There is one event unto all : the living
know they fhall die, but the dead know not any
thing, neither have they any more a reward.* But
he who fhould repeat thefe words, with this af-
furance, to an ignorant man in the hour of his
temptation, lingering at the door of the alehoufe,
or hefitating as to the teftimony required of him
in the court of juftice, would, fpite of this verbal
truth, be a liar, and the murderer of his brother’s
confcience. Veracity, therefore, not mere accu-
racy; to convey truth, not merely to fay it, is the
point of duty in difpute : and the oply difficulty in
the 'mind of an honeft man arifes from the doubt,
whether more than veracity, that is, the truth and
. nothing but the truth—is not demanded of him
by the law of confcience; whether it does not
exa& fimplicity ; that is, the truth only, and the
whole truth.  If we can folve this difficulty, if we

- ® Eccles. viii, 15; ix. 2, 5.—Ed.



ESSAY F. 4

can determine the conditions under whikh the law
of univerfal reafon commands the congmunication
of the truth independently of confeuences, we
fhall then be enabled to judge whether there is
any- fugh probablhty of eyjl confequences from
fuch communication, as can juftify the affertion
of its occafional criminality,®s can perplex us in
the conception, or difturb us in thg performance,
of our duty.

- The confcience, or effetive reafon, commands
thc d¥ign of conveying an adequg;e notion of the
thing fpoken of, when this is pra&icable: but at
all events a right notion, or none at all. A fchool-
mafter is under the neceflity of teaching a certain
rule in fimple arithmetic empirically,— (do fo and
fo, and the fum will always prove true);— the ne-
ceflary truth of the rule— that is, that the rule
having been adhered to, the fum muft always
prove true— requiring a knowledge of the higher
mathematics for its demonftration. He, how-
ever, conveys a right notion, though he cannot
convey the adequate one.
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EESAY VI

Mohvpealln xdpre piv Sparbn, xdpra N Brémru v Ixorra.
'Qennin iy v BEdy ddpa, Brdwru N 2 pridwg pomirra wiy
imog xal by warrl Muw. Xpd ¥ xapd mitpa aldivai coping ydp
obrop Spoc.  ED 3 ol #fw xaipoi picwy povenciy memvopivws §*looow,
ob wapa Nxorras by &eyln yyipem, alriny ¥’ Exoveu paplag.

: ANAxARCHUS, apud Stobzum, Serm. xxxiv.® -

General knowledge and ready talent may be of ve:

Frelt benefit, but they may likewife be of very great dif-
ervice, to the poffeflor. They are highly advantageous to
the man of found judgment, and dexterous in aps)lying
them ; but they injure your fluent holder-forth on all fub-
je€ts in all companies. It is neceffary to know the mea-
fures of the time and occafion : for this is the very boundary
of wifdom— (that by which it is defined, and diftinguithed
from mere ability).  But he, who without regard to the
unfitnefs of the time and the audience will foar iy the high
region of his fancies with his garland and finging robes
about him, will not acquire the credit of ferioufnefs amidft
frivolity, but will be condemned for his fillinefs, as the
g;fate idler of the company becaufe the moft unfeafon-
able. @

g its an inadequate communication
48 of unfophifticated truth, on the con-
e, dition that it alone is pra&ticable, and
us to filence when neither an adequate, nor

bin

w
@

* Edit. Gaisford.—Ed.
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even a right, expofition of the truthl is in our
power. We muft firft inquire they,— what is
neceflary to conftitute, and what may allowably
accompgny, a right though inadequate notion,—
and, fecondly, what are the circumftances, from
which we may deduce the impraclicability of con-
veying even a right notion {* the prefence or ab-
fence of which circumftances it therefore becomes
our duty to afcertain. In anfwer to the firft quef
tion, the confcience demands : 1. That it fhould
be th® with and defign of the mind to convey the
truth only ; that if in addition to the negative lofs
implied in its inadequatenefs, the notion commu-
nicated fhould lead to any pofitive error, the caufe
thould lie in the fault or defect of the recipient,
not of the communicator, whofe paramount duty,
whofe inalienable right, it is to preferve his own
integrity,* the integral chara&er of his own moral
being, Self-refpect ; the reverence which he owes
[ ]

* The beft and moft forcible fenfe of a word is often
that, which is contained in its etymology. The author of
the poems, the Synagogue, frequently affixed to Herbert's
Temple, gives the original purport of the word ¢integrity,’
in the 'foﬁowing lines of the fourth ftanza of the cighth
pogn;* '

Next to fincerity, remember fill,

» Thou muft refolve upon integrity.

God will have all thou haft, thy mind, thy will,
Thy thoughts, thy words, thy works.—

And again, after fome verfes on conftancy and humility,
the poem concludes with—

®* Church-Porch.—Ed.
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to the prelgnce of humanity in the perfon of his
neighbour ;\the reverential upholc’ing of the faith
of man in man ; gratitude for the particular aét of
confidence ; and religious awe for the diyine pur-
pofes in the gift of language ; are duties too facred
and important to be facrificed to the guefles of an
individual, concernin} the advantages to be gained
by the breach of them, 2. It is further required,
that the fuppofed error fhall not be fuch as will
pervert or materially vitiate the imperfect truth, in
communicatingewhich we had unwillingly, (r‘l’ough
not perhaps unwittingly, occafioned it. A barba-
rian fo inftruéted in the power and intelligence of
the infinite Being as to be left wholly ignorant of
his moral attributes, would have acquired none but
erroneous notions even of the former. At the
very beft, he would gain only a theory to fatisfy
his curiofity with; but more probably, would de-
duce the belief of a Moloch or a Baal. For the
idea of an irrefiftible, invifible, Being %aturally
produces terror in the mind of uninftructed and
unprotected man, and with terror there will be

He that defires to fee
The face of God, in his religion muft
Sincere, entire, conftant, and humble be.

Having mentioned the name of Herbert, that model of
a man, a gentleman, and a clergyman, let me add, that
the quaintpefs of fome of his thoughts, not of his di&ion,
than which nothing can be more pure, manly, and un-
affeted, has blinded modern readers to the great general
merit of his poems, which are for the moft part exquifite
in their kind,



ESSAY VI 53

affociated whatever has been accuftoghed to ex-
cite it, anger, vengeance, &c.; as ;{;aroved by
the mythology of all barbarous ndtions. This
muft be the cafe with all organized truths; the
compqnent parts derive their fignificance from the
idea of the "whole. Bolingbroke removed love,
juftice, and choice, from power and intelligence,
and yet pretended to have left unimpaired the con-
viction of a Deity. He might as confiftently have
paralyzed the optic nerve, and then excufed him-
felf by affirming, that he had, howeyer, not touched
the eye..

The third condition of a right though inadequate
notion is, that the error occafioned be greatly out-
weighed by the importance of the truth commu-
nicated. The ruftic would have little reafon to
thank the philofopher, who fhould give him true
conceptions of the folly of believing in ghofts,
omens, dreams, &c. at the price 6f abandoning his
faith inedivine providence, and in the continued
exiftence of his fellow-creatures after their death.
The teeth of the old ferpent planted by the Cad-
mufes of Frepch literature, under Lewis XV.,
prodited a plenteous crop of philofophers and
trith-trumpeters of this kind, in the reign of his
fucceffor. They taught many truths, hiftorical,
political, phyﬁological and ecclefiaftical, and dif-
fufed their notions fo widely, that the very ladies
and hair-dreffers of Paris became fluent encyclo-
pedifts: and the fole price which their fcholars
paid for thefe treafures of new information, was
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to believe gnﬁlamty an xmpoﬂ:ure, the Scriptures
a forgery, %e worthip, if not the belief, of God
fuperttition, hell a fable, heaven a dream, our life
without providence, and our death w:thout hope.
They became as gods,as foon as the frult of this
Upas tree of knowledge and liberty had opened
their eyes to perceise that they were no more
than beafts—fomewhat more cunning, perhaps,
and abundantly more mifchievous. What can be
conceived more. natural than the refult,—that
felf-acknowledged beafts thould firft a&t, and’next
fuffer themfelves to be treated, as beafts. We
judge by comparifon. To exclude the great is
to magnify the little. The difbelief of effential
wifdom and goodnefs, neceflarily prepares the
imagination for the fupremacy of cunning with
malignity. Folly and vice have their appropriate
religions, as well as virtue and true knowledge :
and in fome way or other fools will dance round
the golden calf, and wicked men beat their tim-
brels and kettle-drums to,—

. —Moloch, horrid king, befmeared with blood
Of human facrifice and parents’ tears,

My feelings have led me on, and in my ilfuftra-
tion I had almoft loft from my view the fubje&‘to
be illuftrated. One condition yet remains: that
the error forefeen fhall not be of a kind to prevent
or impede the after acqulrement of that knowledge
which will remove it. Obferve, how gracioufly
nature inftru@s her human children, She cannot
give us the knowledge derived from fight without
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occafioning us at firft to miftake ima? of reflec-
tion for fubftances. - But the very ofnfequences
of the delufion lead inevitably to ifs detection ;
and out of the afhes of the error rifes a new
flowegy of knowledge. We not only fee, but are
enabled to difcover by what means we fee. So,
too, we are under the neceflity, in given circum-
ftances, of miftaking a fquare for a round objet :
but ere the miftake can have any pra&xcal confe-
quences, it is not only removed, but in its removal
givedus the fymbol of a new fa&, Jhat of diftance.
In a fimilar train of thought, though more fanci-
fully, I might have elucidated the preceding con-
dition, and have referred our hurrying enlighteners
and revolutionary amputators to the gentlenefs of
nature, in the oak and the beech, the dry foliage of
which fhe puthes off only by the propulfion of the
new buds, that fupply its place. My friends! a
clothing even of withered leaves is better than
barenefse .

Having thus determined the nature and con-
ditions of a right notion, it remains to confider the
circumftances which tend to render the communi-
catior? of it impraticable, and oblige us of courfe,
toeabftain from the attempt — oblige us not to con-
vey falfehood under the pretext of faying truth,
Thefe circumftances, it is plain, muft confift
cither in natural or moral impediments. The fo-
mer, including the obvious gradations of confti-
tutional infenfibility and derangement, preclude all
temptation to mifconduct, as well as all probability
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of ill-confiquences from accidental overfight, on
the part of the communicator. Far otherwife is it
with the impediments from moral caufes. Thefe
demand all the attention and forecaft of the genuine
lovers of truth in the matter, the manner; and the
time of their communications public and pnvate;
and thefe are the ordinary materials of the vain and
the factious, determme them in the choice of their
audiences and’of their arguments, and to each
argument glve powers not its own. They are dif-
tinguithable ino two fources, the fireams/from
which, however, moft often become confluent,
namely, hindrances from ignorance,— (I here ufe
the word in relation to the habits of reafoning as
well as to the previous knowledge requifite for the
due comprehenfion of the fubje&,)—and hind-
rances from predominant paffions.*

From both thefe the law of confcience com-
mands us to abftain, becaufe fuch being the igno-
rance and fuch the paffions of the fuppofed audi-
tors, we ought to deduce the impra&icability of
conveying not only adequate but even right no-
tions of our own conviétions : mych lefs does it
permit us to avail ourfelves of the caufes 6f this
impraélicability in order to procure nominal pto-
felytes, each of whom will have a different, and
all a falfe, conception of thofe notions that were
to be conveyed for their truth’s fake alone. What-

* See Lay Sermon addreffed to the higher and middle
claffes, p. 16
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ever is, or but for fome defect in our jnoral cha-
ra&er would have been, forefeen as prJ::ming the
conveyance of ourthoughts, makes the attempt an
a& of felf-contradition : and whether the faulty
caufe .xlﬂ: in our choice of unfit words or our
choice of unfit auditors, the refult is the fame and
fo is the guilt. We have voluntarily communi-
cated falfehood.

Thus, without reference to confequences, — if
only one fhort digreffion be excepted — from the
fole Principle of felf-confiftence or moral integrity,
we have evolved the clue of ngh?ireaibn, which
we are bound to follow in the communication of
truth. Now then let me appeal to the judgment
and experience of the reader, whether he who
moft faithfully adheres to the letter of the law of
confcience will not likewife aét in ftricteft corref~
pondence to the maxims of prudence and found
policy. I am at leaft unable to recolle& a fingle
inftance, either in hiftory or in my perfonal expe-
rience, of a preponderance of injurious confe-
quences from the publication of any truth, un-
der the obfervance of the moral conditions above
ftated® much lefs can I even imagine any cafe, in
wkich truth, as truth, can be pernicious, But if
the affertor of the indifferency of truth and falfe-
hood in their own natures, attempt to juftify his
pofition by confining the word truth, in the firft
in&ance, to the correfpondence of given words to
given falts, without reference to the total impref-
fion left by fuch words, — what is this more than
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to affert, that articulated founds are things of mo-
ral indifferkncy ; — and that we.may relate a falt
accurately, and neverthelefs deceive grofily. and
wickedly ? Blifil related accurately Tom Jones’s
riotous joy durmg his benefactor’s illnefa, only
omitting that this joy ‘Was occafioned by the phy-
fician’s having prorounced him out of danger.
Blifil was not the lefs a liar for bemg an accurate
matter-of-fa& Tiar, Tell-truths in the fervice of
falfehood we find everywhere, of various names
and various’ ogcupations, from the elderly young
women that difeufs the love affairs of their friends
and acquaintances at the village tea-tables, to the
anonymous calumniators of literary merit in re-
views, and the more daring malignants, who dole
out difcontent, innovation and panic, in political
journals : and a moft pernicious race of liars they
are! But who ever doubted it?— Why fhould our
moral feelings be fhocked, and the holieft words
with all their venerable aflociations be profaned,
in order to bring forth a truifm ! But thus it is for
the moft part with the venders of ftartling para-
doxes. In the fenfe in which they are to gain for
their author the charater of a bold and ofiginal
thinker, they are falfe even to abfurdity ; and the
fenfe in which theyare true and harmlefs, conveys
fo mere a truifm, that it even borders on nonfenfe.
How often have we heard ¢ The rights of man—
hurra | —— The fovereignty of the people — hur-
ra!” ——roared out by men who, 'if called upon
in another place and before another audience, to
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explain. themfelves, would give to thi words a
meaning, in which the moft monarchifal of their
political opponents would admit them to be true,
but which would contain nothing new, or ftrange,
or fhrwl.ant, nothing to ﬂatter the pride, or kindle
the paffions, of the populace !
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E§SAY VIL

At profanum ~glgus leiorum quomodo arcendum eft ? Li-
brifne noftris jubeamus, ut coram indignis obmutefcant ?  Si
linguis, ut dicitur, emortuis utamur, eheu ! ingemium quogque
nobis emortuum jacet : fin aliter,— Minerve fecreta,craffs
Iudibrium divuigamus, et Dianam noftram impuris hujus fe-
culi Afleonibus wudam proferimus.” Refpondeo : — ad “in-
commoditates hujufmodi evitandas, nec Grace nec Latine
Jeribere opus eft. Sufficiet, nos ficca luce ufos fuiffe et firic-
tiore argumentandi methodo. Sufficiet, innocenter, utiliter
Jeripfife : eventus eff apud lellorem. Nuper emptum eff a
nobss Ciceronianum iftud De Officiis, opus quod femper pene
Chriftiano dignum putabamus:  Mirum ! libellus ;)a&w Su-
erat fam . Credifne? Vix: at quomodo ? Maligno
quodam, nefcio quem, plena margine et fuper tergo, annota-
tum eft, et exemplis, calumniis potius, [uperfatatum! Sic et
qui introrfum uritur inflammationes anims vel Catonianis (ne
dicam, facrofanélis) paginis accipit. Omni aurq, mons, om-
nibus [criptis mens ignita, vefcitur.

RupoLpHI Lancir Epift. ad amicum quemdam
Italicum, in qua linguz patriz et iernz
ufum de(gendit et eruditis con‘:mendat.

Nec me fallit, ut in corporibus hominum fic in anitis mul-
tiplici paffione affeftis, medicamenta verborum mullis ingffi-
cacia vifum iri, Sed nec illud quogue me preterit, ut invi-
Sibiles animorum morbos, fic invifibilia effe remedia. Falfis
opinionibus circumventi veris fententiis lsberands funt, ut qui

audiendo ceciderant audiendo confurgant,
PETRARCH. Prefat. in lib. de remed. utriufque

fortune, fub fin.

But how are we to againft the herd of promif-
cuous readers? Can we bid our books be filent in the pre-
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fence of the unworthy ? If we employ what are called the
dead languages, our own genius, alas! becoraes flat and
dead: and it we embody our thoughts in the words native
to them or in which they were ‘conceived, we divulge the
fecrets of Minerva to the ridicule of blockheads, and ex-
pofe our Diana to the A&tzons of a fenfual age. I reply:
that in @rder to avoid inconveniepces of this kind, we need
write neither in Greek nor in Latin. It will be cnoufh,
if we abftain from appealing to the bad paffions and low
appetites, and confine ourfelves to & ftrictly confequent me-
tfod of reafoning. .

To have written innocently, and for wife purpofes, is all
that can be requited of us: the event lies with the reader.
I purchafed late?' Cicero's work, De Officiis, which I had
alway2 confidered as almoft worthy of a Chriftian. To my
furprife it had become a moft flagrant libe® Nay | but how ?
—rgome one, I know not who, out of the fruitfulnes of
his own malignity, had filled all the margins and other
blank fpaces with annotations—a true fupertztation of ex-
amples, that is, of falfe and flanderous tales! In like man-
ner, the flave of impure defires will turn the pages of Cato,
not to fay, Scripture itfelf, into occafions and excitements
of wanton imaginations. There is no wind but fans a vol-
cano, no work but feeds a combuitible mind.

I am well aware, that words will :3«1‘ to many as in-
efficacious medicines when adminiftered to minds agitated
with manifold paflions, as when they are muttered by way
of charm @ver bodily ailments. But neither does it efcape
me, on the other hand, that as the difeafes of the mind are
invifible, invifible muft the remedies likewife be. Thofe
who have been entrapped by falfe opinions are to be libe-
rated by convincipg truths: that thus having imbibed the
poifon ghrough the ear they may receive the antidote by
the.ﬁune channel.

HAT our elder writers to Jeremy

Taylor inclufively quoted to excefs,

it would be the very blindnefs of par-

tiality to deny. More than one might

be mentioned, whofe works are well charaer-
ized in the words of Milton; as a paroxyfm. of ci-
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tations, pampered metaphors, and aphorifming pe-
dantry. On the other hand, it feems to me that
we now avoid quotations with an anxiety that of-
fends in the contrary extreme. Yet it is the beauty
and independent worth of the citations fir more
than their appropriatenefs which have made John-
fon’s Di&ionary popular even as a reading book—
and the mottgs with the tranflations of them are
known to add confiderably to the value of the
Specator. With this convi@ion I have taken more
than commongpains in the feletion of the mottos
for the Friend : and of two mottos equally appro-
priate prefer always that from the book which is
leaft likely to have come into my readers’ hands.
For I often pleafe myfelf with the fancy, now that
I may have faved from oblivion the only ftriking
paflage in a whole volume, and now that I may
have attracted notice to a writer undefervedly for-
gotten. If this thould be attribused to a filly am-
bition in the difplay of various readingsI can do
no more than deny any confcioufnefs of having
been fo actuated : and for the reft, I muft confole
myfelf by the refleétion, that if it beone of the moft
foolifh, it is at the fame time one of thé moft
harmlefs, of human vanities.

The paflages prefixed lead at once to the quef
tion, which will probably have more than once oc-
curred to the refle®ing reader of  the precedmg
eflay. How will thefe rules apply to the moft im-
portant mode of communication ? to that, in which
one man may utter his thoughts to myriads of men



ESSAY VII. 63

at the fame time, and to myriads of myriads at va-
rious times-and through fucceffions of generations ?
How do they apply to authors, whofe foreknow-
ledge affyredly does not inform them who, or how
many,er of what defcriptipn, their readers will
be? How do thefe rules apply to books, which
once publifhed, are as likely o fall in the way of
the incompetent as of the judicioys, and will be
fortunate indeed if they are not many times looked
at through the thick mifts of ignorance, or. amid
the glare of prejudice and paffion 35— I anfwer in
the firft place, that this is not univerfally true.
The readers are not feldom picked and chofen.
Relations of certain pretended miracles performed
a few years ago, at Holywell, in confequence of
prayers to the Virgin Mary, on female fervants,
and thefe relations moralized by the old Roman
Catholic arguments without the old Proteftant an-
fwers, have to my knowledge been fold by travel-
ling pedlars in villages and farm-houfes, not only
in a form which placed them within the reach of
the narroweft means, but fold at a price lefs than
their prime coft, and doubtlefs, thrown in occa-
fionall} as the make-weight in a bargain of pins
and ftay-tape. Shall I be told, that the publifh-
ers and reverend authorizers. of thefe bafe and vul-
gar delufions had exerted no choice as to the pur-
chafers and readers? But waiving this, or rather
having firft pointed it out, as.an important excep-
tion, I further reply, — that if the author have
clearly and rightly eftablithed in his own mind the
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clafs: of readers, to which he means to addrefs his
communications ; and if both in this ehoice, and
in the particulars of the manner and matter of his
work, he confcientioufly obferve all the conditions
which reafon and conjfcience have been {hewn to
di®ate, in relation to thofe for whom the work
was defigned ; he will, in moft inftances, have
effe@ed his defign and realized the defired cir-
cumfcription. The pofthumous work of Spinoza
— (Ethica ordine geometrico demonfirata) — may,
indeed, accidegtally fall into the hands of an in-
competent reader. But, (not to mention, that it
is written in a dead language), it will be entirely
harmlefs, becaufe it muft needs be utterly unintel-
ligible. I venture to affert, that the whole firft
book, De Deos, might be read in a literal Englith
tranflation to any congregation in the kingdom,
and that no individual who had not been habitu-
ated to the ftriteft and moft laborious procefles
of reafoning, would even fufpe& its orthodoxy or
piety, however heavily the few who liftened
might complain of its obfcurity and want of in-
tereft. .

This, it may be objefted, is an extreme cafe.
Butit is not fo for the prefent purpofe. Iam fpetk-
ing of the probability of injurious confequences
from the communication of truth. This I have
denied, if the right means have been adopted,
and the neceffary conditions adhered to, for its ac-
tual communication. Now the truths — that is,
the pofitions believed by the author to be truths—
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conveyed in a book are either evident of them-
felves, or fuch as require a train of deduétions
in proof : and the latter will be either fuch truths
as are authorized and generally received ; or fuch
as arcein oppofition to- recgived and authonzed
opinions ; or laftly, pofitions prefented as truths
for the appropriate teft of emamination, and ftill
under trial, adbuc in lite. Of thig latter clafs I
affirm, that in no one of the three forts can an
inftance be brought of a preponderance of il}-con-
fequences, or even of an equilibriury of advantage
and injury from a work, in which the underftand-
ing alone has been appealed to, by refults fairly
deduced from juft premiffes, in terms ftri¢tly ap-
propriate. Alas ! legitimate reafoning is impoffi-
ble without fevere thinking, and thinking is nei-
ther an eafy nor an amufing employment. The
reader, who would follow a clofe reafoner to the
fummit and abfolute principle of any one impor-
tant fubject, has chofen a chamois-hunter for his
guide. Our guide will, indeed, take us the fhort-
eft way, will fave us many a wcanfome and pe-
rilous wandering, and warn us of many a mock
road tfat had formerly led himfelf to the brink of
chafims and precipices, or at beft in an idle circle
to the fpot from which he ftarted. But he can--
not carry us on his fhoulders : we muft ftrain our
own finews, as he has ftrained ‘his; and make
firm footing on the fmooth rack for ourfelves, by
the blood of toil from our own feet. Examine
the journals of our humane and zealous miffion-"
voL. I.
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aties.in Hindoftan, How, ofken-and how feck.
ingly do they defcribe the difficulty of making the
fimpleft chain of reafoning mtelllglble to the ordi-
nary natives : the rapid exhauftion of their whole
power of attentnon, and with®vhat pain qd dif-
trefsful effort it is exerted; while it lafts.  Yet it
is amongft individualg of this clafs, that the hideous
pratices of felf-torture chiefly, indeed almoft ex-
clufively, 7ail. - OV if folly were no cafier than
wifdor ing o en fo very much more grievous,
hog t:cmmlycﬁ_lxght not thefe miferable men be

nverted to Chriftianity? But alas! to fwing by
‘hooks pafled through the back, or to walk on
fhoes with nails of iron pointed upward on the
foles, all this is fo much lefs difficult, demands fo
very inferior an exertion of the will than to think,
and by thou&ht to gain knowledge and tranquil-
lity !

It is not true, that ignorant perfons have no
notion of the advantages of truth and knewledge.
‘They fee and confefs thofe advantages in the con-
duét, the immunities, and the fuperior powers of
the pofleflors. Were thefe attainable by pilgrim-
ages the moft toilfome, or penances the moft pain-
ful, we fhould afluredly have as many pilgrims
and as many felf-tormentors in the fervice of true
religion and virtue, as now exift under the ty-
ranny of Papal or Brahman fuperftition, This
inefficacy of legitimate reafon, from the want of
fie obJe&s,-—thls its relative weaknefs, and how
narrow at all times its immediate fphere of action
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muft be,—is proved'te us by‘tha” impoftors.of all-
profeflions,: fWhai:, L pray,.-is’ their fortrefs; the
rock which is both thur quarry and their- founda~
tion, frorg which agd on which they are built ?—
The dafire of arrivifig-ag thg end without the ef-
fort of thought and will, which are the appointed
means, Let us look backwani three or four cen-
turies. ‘Then, as now, the great mafs of man-
kind were governed by the three main withes, the
with for vigour of body, including the abfegce of
painful feelings ; — for wealth, or ghe power of
procuring the external conditions of bodily enjoy- -
ment, — thefe during life ; and fecurity from pain
and continuance of happinefs after death. Then,
as now, men were defirous to attain them by fome
eafier means than thofe of temperance, induftry,
and ftri juftice. They gladly therefore applied
to the prieft, who could infure'them happinefs
hereafter without the performance of their duties
here ; to ehe lawyer who could make money a fub-
ftitute for a right caufe; to the phyfician, whofe
medicines promifed to take the fting out of the
tail of their fenfual indulgences, and let them fon-
dle and play with vice, as with a charmed ferpent ;
to the alchemift, whofe gold-tinture would en-
rich them without toil or economy; and to the
aftrologer, from whom they could purchafe fore-
fight without knowledge or reflection. The efta-
blifhed profeflions were, without exception, no
other than licenfed modes of witchcraft. The wi-
zards, who would now find their due reward in



ortwo real teachers apd difcoverers of truth were
expofed to the hazard of fire and faggot,~a dun-
geon the beft fhrine ¢hat was vouchfafed to a Ro-
ger Bacon * and a Galileo ! :

® ¢ It is for his country, not his order; to glory in the
man whom that gder condemned to imprifonmeat, not for
his fuppofed (kill*in miagic, but for thofe opinions which
he derived from ﬂzlfng-the Seriptures, wherein he was
verfed beyond any other perfon of his age.”
-SouTHERY'S Colloguies,. viii,

And fee the note there,—Ed,
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Pray, why is it, that people fay that Wnen are not fuch
fools now-a-days as they were in‘the days of yore? I would
fain know, whether you would have us underftand by this
fame faying, as ‘indeed you logically may, that formerly,
men were fools, and in this generatiofare n wife ?
How many and what difpofitions made them ? How
many and what difpofitions. were wanting to make ‘em
wife? Why were thofe fools? How fhould thefe be wife?
Pray, how came you to know that men were formerly
fools? How did you find that they are now wife? Who
made them fools? Who in Heaven’s name made us wife ?
Who d'ye think are mott, thofe that loved mankind fool-
ifh, or thofe that love it wife? How long has it been wife ?
How loa; otherwife ? Whence p ed the foregoin,
folly? Whence the following wifdom ? Why did tlfe ol
folly end now and no later ? (Vl\y did the modern wifdom
begin now and no fooner ? What were wethe worfe for
the former folly ? What the better for the fucceeding wif-
dom? How fhould the ancient folly havé come to nothing ?
How thould this fame new wifdom be ftarted up and elg
blithed? Now anfwer me, an’t pleafe you!

. ®  RABELAIS™ Preface 10 his 5th Book.

ONSTERS and madmen canonized
and Galileo blind in a dungeon!*
It is not fo in our times. Heaven be
praifed, that in this refpet, at leaft,

® This is not ftri¢tly accurate. Galileo was fentenced
by the Inquifition at Rome, on the aand of June, 1633;
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we are, if not better, yet better off, than our fore-
fathers. But to what, and to whom (under Pro-
vidence) do we owe the improvement? To any
radical change in the moral affeGions of, mankind
in general? Perhaps the great majority of en are
now fully confcious that they are born with the
god-like faculty of reafon, and that it is the bufi-
nefs of life to_develope and apply it? — The Ja-
cob’s ladder of truth, let down from heaven, with
all its numerous rounds, is now the common high-
way, on whicQ we are content to toil upward to
the objeéts of our defires ! — We are athamed of
expeéting the end without the means ?—In order
to anfwer thefe queftions in the affirmative, I muft
have forgotten the animal magnetifts; * the pro-
felytes of Brothers, and of Joanna Southcote; and
fome thoufand fanatics lefs original in their creeds, -
but not a whit more rational in their expeQations;
I muft forget the infamous empirics, whofe adver-
tifements pollute and difgrace all our ngwfpapers,
and almoft paper the walls of aur cities; and the
vending of whofe poifons and poifonous drams —
with fhame and anguifh be it fpoken — fupports a

and, although his right eye had been formerly affeéted) he
did not become blind till the end of 1637. ~ His confine-
ment, likewife, in the proper prifon of the Inquifition, was
merely nominal, although the reftri¢tions under which he
was kept to the end of his life, were of the moft diftrefling
and injurious defcription.— Ed.

* Recanted fince 1817. After fubtradting all exagge-
rated or doubtful teftimonies, the undeniable faéts are as
important as they are furprizing.
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fhop in every market-town! I muft forget that
other reproach of the nation, that mother-vice,
the lottery ! I muft forget, that a numerous clafs
plead pgudence for keeping their fellow-men igno-
rant #nd incapable of intellp&tual enjoyments, and
the revenue for upholding fuch temptations as men
fo ignorant will not withftaad, —yes ! that even
fenators and officers of ftate put forth the revenue
as a fufficient reafon for upholding, at every fiftieth
door throughout the kingdom, temptations to the
moft pernicious vices, which fill jthe land with
mourning, and fit the labouring claffes for fedition
and religious fanaticifm ! Above all I muft forget
the firft years of the French revolution, and the
millions throughout Europe who confidently ex-
pected the beft and choiceft refults of knowledge
and virtue, namely, liberty and univerfal peace,
from the votes of a tumultuous affembly—that is,
from the mechanical agitation of the air in a large
room ateParis—and this too in the moft light, un-
thinking, fenfual, and profligate, of the European
nations,—a nation, the very phrafes of whofe
language are Jo compofed, that they can fcarcely
fpeak®without lying!— No! Let us not deceive
ofirfelves. Like the man who ufed to pull off his
hat with great demonftration of refpe whenever
he fpoke of himfelf, we are fond of ftyling our own
the enlightened age: though as Jortin, I think,
has wittily remarked, the golden age would be
more appropriate. But in fpite of our great fci-
entific difcoveries, for which praife be given to
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whom the praife is due, and in fpite of that gene-
ral indifference to all the truths and all the princi-
ples of truth, that belong to our permanent being,
and therefore do not lie within the fphere of our
»fenfes,—that fame mdlﬁ'erence which makgs tole-
ration fo eafy a virfue with us, and conftitutes
nine-tenths of our pgetended illumination,—it ftill
remains the charalter of the mafs of mankind to
feek for the aftainment of their neceflary ends by
any means rather than the appointed ones; and
for this caufe only, that the latter imply the exer-
tion of the reafon and the will. But of all things
this demands the longeft apprenticefhip, even an
apprenticefhip from infancy ; which is generally
negle&ed, becaufe an excellence, that may and
fhould belong to all men, is expeéted to come to
every man of its own accord.

To whom then do we owe our meliorated con-
dition ? — To the fucceflive few in every age, —
more indeed in one generation than in, another,
but relatively to the mafs of mankind always few,
— who by the intenfity and permanence of their
action have compenfated for the limited fphere,
within which it is at any one time intelkgible ;
and whofe good decds pofterity reverences in their
refults ; though the mode, in which we repair the
inevitable wafte of time, and the ftyle of our addi-
tions, too generally furnith a fad proof, how little
we underftand the principles. I appeal to the
hiftories of the Jewifh, the Grecian, and the Ro-
man rcpublics, to the records of the Chriftian
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Church, to the hiftory of Europe from the treaty
of Weftphalia, 1648. What do they contain but
accounts of noble ftructures raifed by the wifdom
of the f%w, and gradually undermined by the igno-
ranceeand profligacy of the many? If therefore
the deficiency of good, which everywhere fur-
rounds us, originate in the general unfitnefs and
averfion of men to the procefs of thought, that is,
to continuous reafoning, it muft furely be abfurd
to apprehend a preponderance of evil from works
which cannot aét at all except as far as they call
the reafoning faculties into full co-exertion with
them.

Still, however, there are truths fo felf~evident,
or fo immediately and palpably deduced from thofe
that are, or are acknowledged for fuch, that they
are at once intelligible to all men, who poffefs the
common advantages of the focial ftate ; although
by fophiftry, by evil habits, by the negleét, falfe
perfuaficas, and impoftures of an anti-Chriftian
priefthood joined in one confpiracy with the vio-
lence of tyrannical governors, the underftandings
of men may hecome fo darkened and their con-
fciences fo lethargic, that a neceflity will arife for
the republication of thefe truths, and this too with
a voice of loud alarm, and impaffioned warning.
Such were the doétrines proclaimed by the firf}
Chriftians to the Pagan world ; fuch were the
lightnings flathed by Wickliff, Hufs, Luther, Cal-
vin, Zuinglius, Latimer, and others, acrofs the
Papal darknefs; and fuch in our own times the
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agitating truths, with which Thomas Clarkfon, and
his excellent confederates, the Quakers, fought
and conquered the legalized banditti of men-fteal-
ers, the numerous and powerful perpetrytors and
advocates of rapine, murder, and (of blacker guilt
than either) flavery. Truths of this kind being
indi(penfable to mary confidered as a moral being,
are above all expedience, all accidental confe-
quences : for as fure as God is holy, and man im-
mortal, there can be no evil fo great as the igno-
rance or difregard of them. It is the very mad-
nefs of mock prudence to oppofe the removal of a
poifoned difh on account of the pleafant fauces or
nutritious viands which would be loft with it!
The difh contains deftruétion to that, for which
alone we ought to wifh the palate to be gratified,
or the body to be nourithed.

The fole condition, therefore, impofed on us by
the law of confcience in thefe cafes is, that we
employ no unworthy and heterogeneous means to
realize the neceflary end, —that we entruft the
event wholly to the full and adequate promulga-
tion of the truth, and to thofe generous affections
which the conftitution of our moral natdre has
linked to the full perception of it. Yet evil mfy,
nay it will, be occafioned. Weak men may take
offence, and wicked men avail themfelves of it ;
though we muft not attribute to the promulga-
tion, or to the truth promulgated, all the evil, of
which wicked men—predetermined, like the wolf
in the fable, to create fome occafion — may
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choofe to make it the pretext. But that there ever
was, or ever can be, a preponderance of evil, I
defy either the hiftorian to inftance, or the philo-
fopher tg prove. ¢ Let it fly away, all that chaff
of lightt faith that can fly off at any breath of temp-
tation ; the cleaner will the true grain be ftored
up in the granary of the Lol,” —we are entitled
to fay with Tertullian : * and to exclaim with he-
roic Luther, — ¢ Scandal and offence! Talk not
to me of fcandal and offence. Need breaks through
ftone walls, and recks not of fcardal. It is my
duty to fpare weak confciences as far as it may be
done without hazard of my foul. Where not, I
muft take counfel for my foul, though half or the
whole world fhould be fcandalized thereby.” +
Luther felt and preached and wrote and aéted,
as befeemed a Luther to feel and utter and act.
The truths, which had been outraged, he re-pro-
claimed in the fpirit of outraged truth, at the be-
heft of Ms confcience and in the fervice of the
God of truth. He did his duty, come good, come
evil! and made no queftion, on which fide the
prepor:deranco would be. In the one fcale there

A Avolent, quantum wolent, palex leves fidei quocunque
afflatu tentationum ! eo purior mafla frumenti in horrea Do-
mini reponetur. De Prefeript, adverf, Heretic. I. ¢, 3.—
Ed.

t Aergernifs hin, Aergernifs her ! Notk brickt Eifen, und
hat kein Aergernifs. Ich foll der fchwachen Gewiffen fcho-
nen [o Jfern es okne Gefahr meiner Seelen gefchehen mag. Wo
nicht, fo foll ich meiner Seelen rathen, es aergere fick daran
die ganze oder halbe Welt.
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was gold, and imprefled thereon the image and
fuperfcription of the univerfal Sovereign. In all
the wide and ever-widening commerce of mind
with mind throughout the world, it is freafon to
refufe it. Can this have a counter-weigh#? The
other fcale indeed might have feemed full up to
the very balancc—yan. but of what worth and fub-
ftance were its contents? Were they capable of
being counted or welghed againft the former? The
confcience, indeed, is already violated when to
moral good of evil we oppofe things poflefling no
moral intereft. Even if the confcience dared waive
this her preventive veto, yet before we could con-
fider the twofold refults in the relation of lofs and
gain, it muft be known whether their kind is the
fame or equivalent. ‘They muft firft be valued,
and then they may be weighed or counted, if they
are worth it. But in the particular cafe at prefent
before us, the lofs is contingent and alien; the gain
eflential and the tree’s own natural progce. The
gain is permanent, and fpreads through all times
and places ; the lofs but temporary, and owing its
very being to vice or ignorance, wanifhes at the
approach of knowledge and moral improvement.
The gain reaches all good men, belongs to all that
love light and defire an increafe of light: to all
and of all times, who thank Heaven for the gra-
cious dawn, and expe¢t the noon-day ; who wel-
come the firft gleams of fpring, and fow their
fields in confident faith of the ripening fummer
and the rewarding harveft-tide! But the lofs is
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confined to the unenlightened and the prejudiced
—fay rather, to the weak and the prejudiced of a
fingle generation. The prejudices of one age are
condemned even by the prejudiced of the fucceed-
ing agep : Y for endle’s are the modes of folly, and
the fool joins with the wife In pafling fentence on
all modes but his own. Who cried out with
greater horror againft the murderers of the Pro-
phets, than thofe who likewife cried out, Crucify
him! Crucify him ! — Prophet and Saviour, and
Lord of life, Crucify him! Crucnfy him ! —The
truth-haters of every future generatlon will call
the truth-haters of the preceding ages by their true
names : for even thefe the ftream of time carries
onward. In fine, truth confidered in itfelf and in
the effets natural to it, may be conceived as a
gentle fpring or water-fource, warm from the ge-
nial earth, and breathing up into the fnow drift
that is piled over and around its outlet. It turns
the obftagfg into its own form and charaéter, and
as it makes its way increafes its ftream. And
fhould it be arrefted in its courfe by a chilling fea-
fon, it fuffers delay, not lofs, and waits only for a
changein the Wind to awaken and again roll on-
wagds : —

S Dt el

Fatti’curwi e canuti,

D alto flupor fon muti,

Mirando al fente ombrofo

11 Po con pocki umori ;

Pofcia udendo gli onors
Dell’ urna angufta e firetta,
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Che 'l Adda, che'l Tefino

Soverchia in fuo cammino,
Che ampio al mar 's affretta,
Che fi /}uma, e fi fuona,
Che gl fi da corona!®

¢The fimple fthepherds grown bent and%hoary-
headed on the fnowy Vefolo, are mute with deep
aftonithment, gazing in the overfhadowed foun-
tain on the Po,with his fcanty waters ; then hear-
ing of the honours of his confined and narrow
urn, how he receives as a fovereign the Appa
and the TEssNo in his courfe, how ample he
haftens on to the fea, how he foams, how mighty
his voice, and that to him the crown is affigned.’

® Chiabrera Rime, xxviii. “ But falfehood,™ continues
Mr. C., “is fire in ftubble ; it likewife turns all the light
ftuff around it into its own fubftance for a moment, one
crackling blazing moment,—and then dies ; and all its con-
verts are fcattered in the wind, without place or evidence
of their exiftence, as viewlefs as the wind which fcatters
them.”—Lit. Rem. vol. I. Ommniana.—Ed.
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Great men have liv’d among us, heads that plann’d
And tongues that utter’d wildom—Dbetter none.
Ld L] » L

Even fo doth Heaven proteét us!

WORDSWORTH.
ffie3 N the preceding effay I have explained
the good, that is, the natural confe-
quences of the promulgation to all of
‘ 58 truths which all are bound to know
and to make known. The evils occafioned by it,
with few and rare exceptions, haye their origin in
the attempts to fupprefs or pervert it; in the fury
and violence of impofture attacked or undermined
in her ftromg, holds, or in the extravagances of ig-
norance and credulity roufed from their lethargy,
and angry at the medicinal difturbance—awaking,
not yet broad agvake, and thus blending the mon-
fters of uneafy dreams with the real objeéts, on
whith the drowfy eye had alternately half-opened
and clofed, again half-opened and again clofed.
This re-ation of deceit and fuperftition, with all
the trouble and tumult incident, I would compare
to a fire which burfts forth from fome ftifled and
fermenting mafs on the firft admiffion of light and
air. It roars and blazes, and converts the already
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fpoilt or damaged ftuff with all the ftraw and
ftraw-like matter near it, firft into flame and the
next moment into athes. The fire dies away, the
afhes are fcattered on all the winds, and what be-
gan in worthleflnefs ends in nothmgne(ew ¢ Such
are the evil, that is, the cafual confequences of the
fame promulgatlon «

It argues a narrow or corrupt nature to lofe
fight of the general and Iaﬂ'mg confequences of
rare and virtuous energy, in the brief accidents,
which accompanied its firft movements—to fet
lightly by the emancipation of the human reafon
from a legion of devils, in our complaints and
lamentations over the lofs of a herd of fwine!
The Cranmers, Hampdens, and Sidneys, — the
counfellors of our Elizabeth, and the friends of
our other great deliverer, the third William,— is
it in vain, that thefe have been our countrymen ?
Are we not the heirs of their good deeds? And
what are noble deeds but noble trutha-realized ?
As Proteftants, as Englifhmen, as the inheritors of
fo ample an eftate of might and right, an eftate fo
ftrongly fenced, fo richly planted, by the finewy
arms and dauntlefs hearts of our forefathers, we
of all others have good caufe to truft in the truth,
yea, to follow its pillar of fire through the dark-
nefs and the defert, even though its light thould
but fuffice to make us certain of its own prefence.
If there be elfewhere men jealous of the light,
who prophefy an excefs of evil over good from its
manifeftation, we are entitled to alk them, on
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what experience they ground their bodings ! Our
own country bears no traces, our own hiftory
contains no records, to juftify them. From the
great ®rgs of national illumination we date the
commancement of our main national advantages.
The tangle of delufions, which ftified and diftorted
the growing tree, have been torn away ; the para-
fite weeds, that-fed on its very roots, have been
plucked up with a falutary violence.” To us there
remain only quiet duties, the conftant care, the
gradual improvement, the cautious, gnhazardous,
labours of the induftrious though contented gar-
dener—to prune, to engraft, and one by one to
remove from its leaves and frefh fhoots the flug
and the caterpillar. But far be it from us to un-
dervalue with light and fenfelefs detraction the con-
{cientious hardihood of our predeceffors, or even
to condemn in them that vehemence, to which
the bleflings it won for us leave us now neither
temptationgnor pretext. That the very terms,
with which the bigot or the hireling would blacken
the firft publithers of political and religious truth,
are, and deferve to be, hateful to us, we owe to
the effacts of its publication. We ante-date the
feelings in order to criminate the authors of our
tranquillity, opulence, and fecurity. But let us be
aware. Effelts will not, indeed, immediately dif-
appear with their caufes; but neither can they
long continue without them. If by the reception
of truth in the fpirit of truth, we became what we
are 5 only by the retention of it in the fame fpirit,
VOL. I. G
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can we remain what we are. The narrow feas
that form our boundaries,— what were they in
times of old? The convenient highway for Da~
nith and Norman pirates. What are they now ?
Still but ““a fpan of waters.” Yet they roldat the
bafe of the inifled Ararat, on which the ark of the
hope of Europe and of civilization refted !

Even fo doth God protett us, if we be

Virtuous and wife. W inds blow and waters roll,

Strength to the brave, and power and deity :

Yet in themfelves are nothing! One decree

Spake laws to them, and faid that by the foul

Only the nations fhall be great and free!
WORDSWORTH.
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I deny not but that it is of greateft cgncernment in the
church and commonwealth to have a vigilant eye how
books demean themfelves as well as men; and thereafter
to confine, imprifon, and do fharpeft juftice on them as
malefaétors. For books are not abfolugely dead things,
but do contain a potency of life in them to be as ative as
that foul was whofe progeny they are; nay, they do pre-
ferve as in a vial the pureft cfficacy and extraltion of that
living intclle that bred them. I know they are as lively
and as vigorouﬂy produétive as thofe fabulous dragon’s
teeth : and being fown up and down may chance to {pring
up armed men. And yet on the other hand, unlefs wan-
nefs be ufed, as good almoft kill a man as kill a good
book. Who kills a man, kills a reafonable creature, God’s
image ; but he who deftroys a good book, kills reafon it-
felf, kills the image of God, as it werc in the eye. Many
a man lives a burthen to the earth ; but a good book is the
precious lifa}lood of a mafter fpirit, embalmed and trea-
fured up on ptkpofe to a life beyond life.

MILTON’s Speeck for the liberty of unlicenfed printing.

HUS far then I have been condu&ing
a caufe between an individual and his
own mind. Proceeding on the con-
3 2 viétion, that to man is entrufted the

nature, not the refult, of his actions, I have pre-

fuppofed no calculations ; I have prefumed no fore-
fight.—Introduce no contradi¢tion into thy own
confcioufnefs. A&ing, or abftaining from a&ion,
delivering or withholding thy thoughts, whatfoever
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thou doeft, do it in finglenefs of heart. In all
things, therefore, let thy means correfpond to
thy purpofe, and let the purpofe be one with the
purport.— To this principle I have referred the
fuppofed individual, and from this principle:folely
I have deduced each particular of his condué.
As far, therefore, ascthe court of confcience ex-
tends,—and in this court alone I have been plead-
ing hitherto— I have won the caufe. It has been
decided, that there is no juft ground for appre-
hending mifchief from truth communicated con-
fcientioufly, —that is, with a ftri& obfervance of
all the conditions required by the confcience ; —
that what is not fo communicated, is falfehood,
and that to the.falfehood, not to the truth, muft
the ill confequences be attributed.

Another and altogether different caufe remains
now to be pleaded; a different caufe, and in a
different court. The parties concerned are no
longer the well-meaning individual 3= his con-
fcience, but the citizen and the ftatc -—the citizen,
who may be a fanatic as probably as a philofopher,
and the ftate, which concerns itfelf with the con-
fcience only as far as it appears in the aQlion, or
ftill more accurately, in the fact; and which muft
determine the nature of the fat not merely by a
rule of right formed from the modification of par-
ticular by general confequences,— not merely by a
principle of compromife, that reduces the freedom
of each citizen to the common meafure in which
it becomes compatible with the freedom of all;
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but likewife by the relation which the falts bear
to its,— the ftate’s,—own inftin&ive principle of
felf-prefervation. For every depofitory of the fu-
preme power muft prefume itfelf rightful : and as
the f{durce of law not legally to be endangered.
A form of government may indeed, in reality, be
moft pernicious to the govecned and the higheft
moral honour may await the patnot who rifks his
life in order by its fubverfion to intfoduce a better
and jufter conftitution ; but it would be abfurd to
blame the law by which his life is declared forfeit.
It were to expeét, that by an involved contra-
di&ion the law fhould allow itfelf not to be law,
by allowing the ftate, of which it is a part, not to
be a ftate. For, as Hooker has well obferved,
the law of men’s actions is one, if they be refpected
only as men; and another, when they are con-
fidered as parts of a body politic.*

But though every government fubfifting in law,
—for pura,.%vclefs defpotifm grounding itfelf wholly
on terror precludes all confideration of duty —
though every government fubfifting in law muft,
and ought to, regard itfelf as the life of the body
politic of which it is the head, and confequently
miuft punifh every attempt againft itfelf as an a&t
of affault or murder, that is, fedition or treafon ;
yet ftill it ought fo to fecure the life as not to
prevent the conditions of its growth, and of that
adaptation to circumftances, without which its very

Eccl. Pol. I. xvi. 6.—Ed.
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life becomes infecure. In the application, there-
fore, of thefe principles to the public communi-
cation of opinions by the moft efficient mean,—
we have to decide, whether confiftently wigh them
there fhould be any liberty of the prefs; andéf this
be anfwered in the afhrmative, what fhall be de-
clared abufes of that liberty, and made punifhable
as fuch; and in what way the general law fhall
be applied to each particular cafe.

Firft, then, ought there to be any liberty of the
prefs? I do not here mean, whether it fhould be
permitted to print books at all ;— for this eflay
has little chance of being read in Turkey, and in
any other part of Europe it cannot be fuppofed
queftionable—but whether by the appointment of
a cenforfhip the government fhould take upon it-
felf the refponfibility of each particular publication.
In governments purely monarchical,— that is, oli-
garchies under one head — the balance of advan-
tage and difadvantage from this monopgly of the
prefs will undoubtedly be affeted by the general
ftate of information ; though after reading Milton’s
¢ Speech for the liberty of unlicenfgd printing > *
we fhall probably be inclined to believe, that the
beft argument in favour of licenfing under any

* 1l y a un woile qui doit toujours couvrir tout ce que I'on
peut dire et tout ce qu'on peut croire du droit des peuples et
de celui des princes, qui ne s’accordent jamais fi bien enfemble
que dans le filence. Mém. du Card. de Retz.

How fevere a fatire where it can be juftly applied ! how
falfe and calumnious if meant as a general maxim !
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conftitution is that, which fuppofing the ruler to
have a different intereft from that of his country,
and even from himfelf as a reafonable and moral
creature, grounds itfelf on the incompatibility of
knowk«f e with folly, oppreflion, and degradation.
What our prophetic Harrifgton faid of religious,
applies equally to literary, tgleration :—¢ If it be
faid that in France there is liberty of confcience in
part, it is alfo plain that while the hierarchy is
ftanding, this liberty is falling, and that if ever it
comes to pull down the hierarchy, it pulls down
that monarchy alfo : wherefore the monarchy or
hierarchy will be beforehand with it, if they fee
their true intereft.” ¥ —On the other hand, their
is no flight danger from general ignorance: and
the only choice, which Providence has gracioufly
left to a vicious government, is either to fall by the
people, if they are fuffered to become enlightened,
or with them, if they are kept enflaved and igno-
rant.

The nat}q; of our conftitution, fince the Revo-
lution, the ftate of our literature, and the wide dif-
fufion, if not of intellectual, yet of literary, power,
and the almoft univerfal intereft in the produions
of literature, have fet the queftion at reft relatively
to the Britith prefs. However great the advan-
tages of previous examination might be under other
circumftances, in this country it would be both
impraéticable and inefficient. I need only fuggeft

* Sytt. of Politics, vi. 10.—Ed.
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in broken fentences — the prodigious number of
licenfers that would be requifite — the variety of
their attainments, and — inafmuch as the fcheme
muft be made confiftent with our religiqus free-
dom —the ludicrous variety of their principtes and -
creeds—their number being fo great, and each
appointed cenfor being himfelf a man of letters,
quis cuftodiet ipfos cuffodes? If thefe numerous li-
cenfers hold their offices for life, and independently
of the miniftry pro tempore, a new, heterogeneous,
and alarming power is introduced, which can never
be affimilated to the conftitutional powers already
exifting : — if they are removable at pleafure, that
which is heretical and feditious in 1809, may be-
come orthodox and loyal in 1810;—and what
man, whofe attainments and moral refpectability
gave him even an endurable claim to this awtful
truft, would accept a fituation at once fo invidious
and fo precarious? And what inftitution can re-
tain any ufeful influence in fo frec a nation when
its abufes have made it contemptife? Laftly,
and which of itfelf would fuffice to juftify the re-
je&ion of fuch a plan—unlefs all proportion be-
tween crime and punifhment were abandoned,
what penalties could the law attach to the affump-
tion of a liberty, which it had denied, more fevere
than thofe which it now attaches to the abufe of
the liberty, which it grants ? In all thofe inftances
at leaft, which it would be moft the inclination—
perhaps the duty—of the ftate to prevent, namely,
in feditious and incendiary publications,—(whether
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a&ually fuch, or only fuch as the exifting govern-
ment chofe fo to denominate, makes no difference
in the argument) — the publifher, who hazards the
punifhmgnt now afligned to feditious publications,
would &fluredly hazard the penalties of unlicenfed
ones, efpecially as the very pralice of licenfing
would naturally diminifh the attention to the con-
tents of the works publifhed, the chance of im-
punity therefore be fo much greatel’, and the arti-
fice of prefixing an unauthorifed licenfe fo likely
to efcape detection. It is a fa&t, that in many of
the former German ftates in'which literature flou-
rithed, notwithftanding the eftablithment of cen-
fors or licenfers, three fourths of the books printed
were unlicenfed — even thofe, the contents of
which were unobjectionable, and where the fole
motive for evading the law, muft have been either
the pride and delicacy of the author, or the indo-
lence of the bookfeller. So difficult was the de-
tection, fo various the means of evafion, and worfe
than all, froi’%})e nature of the law and the affront
it offers to the pride of human nature, fuch was
the merit attaghed to the breach of it—a merit
commencing perhaps with Luther’s Bible, and
other prohibited works of fimilar great minds,
publithed with no diffimilar purpofe, and thence
by many an intermediate link of aflociation finally
connected with books, of the very titles of which
a good man would with to.remain ignorant. The
interdiCory catalogues of the Romifh hierarchy
always prefent to my fancy the mufter-rolls of the
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two hottile armies of Michael and of Satan printed
promifcuoully, or extracted at haphazard, fave only
that the extra&s from the former appear fomewhat
the more numerous. And yet even in,Naples,
and in Rome itfelf, whatever dlﬂiculty oceurs in
procuring any article catalogued in thefe formida-
ble folios, muft arifg either from the fcarcity of
the work itfelf, or the abfence of all intereft in it.
Afluredly there is no difficulty in obtaining from
the moft refpeCtable bookfellers the vileft provo-
catives to thg bafeft crimes, though intermixed
with grofs lampoons on the heads of the church,
the religious orders, and on religion itfelf. The
ftranger is invited into an inner room, and the
profcribed wares prefented to him with moft figni-
ficant looks and geftures, implying the hazard,
and the neceflity of fecrefy. A creditable Englith
bookfeller would deem himfelf infulted, if fuch
works were even inquired after at his fhop. It
is a well-known fac, that with the mournful ex-
ception indeed of political provocglives, and the
titillations of vulgar envy provided by our anony-
mous critics, the loathfome articles are among us
vended and offered for fale almoft exclufizely by
foreigners. Such are the falutary effells of a fyee
prefs, and the generous habit of action imbibed
from the blefled air of law and liberty, even by
men who neither underftand the principle, nor feel
the fentiment, of the dignified purity, to which
they yield obeifance from the inftinét of character.
As there is a national guilt which can be charged
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but gently on each individual, fo are there national
virtues, which can as little be imputed to the in-
dividuals,—no where, however, but in countries
where libgrty is the prefiding influence, the univer-
fal mediem and menftruum of all other excellence,
moral and intellectual. Admfrably doth the admi-
rable Petrarch admonith us :—s

Nec fibi vero quifguam falfo perfuadeat, eos qui
pro libertate excubant, atque hattenus deferte rei-
publice partes fufcipiunt, alienum agere negotium ;
Jfuum agunt. In bac una repofita fibipmnia norint
omnes, [ecuritatem mercator, gloriam miles, utilita-
tem agricola.  Poftremo, in eadem religiofi cerimo-
nias, otium fludiofi, requiem fenes, rudimenta difci-
plinarum pueri, nuptias puelle, pudicitiam matrone,
gaudium omnes invenient. * * * * Huyic uni re-
lique cedant cure !  Si hanc emittitis, in quanta-
libet occupatione nmihil agitis: fi buic incumbitis,
etfi nihil agere videmini, cumulate tamen et civium
et virorum impleviftis officia. *

Nor let aﬁ%‘one falfely perfuade himfelf, that
thofe who keep watch and ward for liberty, are
meddling with ghings that do not concern them,
inftead of minding their own bufinefs. For all
men fhould know, that all bleflings are ftored and
protected in this one, as in a common repofitory.

* Petrarch. Epift. 45, ad Nicolaum tribunum urbis alme
noviffimum et ad populum Romanum. The tranflation con-
tains claufes referring to expreflions, which in the fecond
edition, were inferted in the Latin quotation by Mr, C.
himfelf.—Ed,
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Here is the tradefman’s fecurity, the foldier’s ho-
nour, the agriculturift’s profit. Laftly, in this
one good of liberty the religious will find the per-
miffion of their rites and forms of worfhip, the
ftudents their learned leifure, the aged their re-
pofe, boys the rudiments of the feveral branches
of their education, -naidens their chafte nuptials,
matrons their womanly honour and the dignity of
their modefty, fathers of families the dues of natu-
ral affeétion and the facred privileges of their an-
cient home,,every one their hope and their joy.
To this one folicitude therefore let all other cares
yield the priority. If you omit this, be occupied
as much and feduloufly as you may, you are doing
nothing : If you apply your heart and ftrength to
this, though you feem to be doing nothing, you
will, neverthelefs, have been fulfilling the duties
of citizens and of men, yea, in a meafure prefled
down and running over.

I quote Petrarch often in the hope of Arawing the at-
tention of fcholars to his ineftimable Lasln writings. Let
me add, in the with likewife of recomménding to the Lon-
don publifhers a tranflation of fcleét paffages from his
treatifes and letters. If I except the German writings and
original letters of the heroic Luther, I do not remember a
work from which fo delightful and inftruétive a volume
might be compiled. *

To give the true bent to the above extra&, it is necef-
fary to bear in mind, that he who keeps watch and ward
for freedom, has to guard againft two enemies, the def-
potifm of the few and the defpotifm of the many — but

efpecially in the prefent day againft the fycophants of the
populace.

Licenfe they mean, when they cry liberty !
For who loves that, muft firft be wife and good.
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Nemo vero fallatur, quafi minora fint animorum contagia
quam corporum. Majora funt; gravius ledunt ; altius de-
[feendunt, ferpuntque latentius, .

PeTrARCH. De Vit. Solit. L. 1. tra&. 3. c. 4.
)

And let no man be deceived as if the contagions of the
foul were lefs than thofe of the body. They are yet
greater; they convey more direful difeafes; they fink
deeper, and creep on more unfufpeétedly.

*_5;\’7 E have abundant reafon then to infer,

o) that the law of England has done
5 well and concluded wifely in pro-
, @ ceeding on the principle fo clearly
worded by Milton: ¢ that a book fhould be as
freely admittedyinto the world as any other birth;
and if it prove a monfter, who denies but that it
may juftly be burnt or funk into the fea?” We
have reffon then, I repeat, to reft fatisfied with
our' laws, which no more prevent a book from
coming into the world unlicenfed, left it fhould
prove a libel, than a traveller from pafling un-
queftioned through our turnpike-gates, becaufe it
is poffible he may be a highwayman. Innocence
is prefumed in both cafes. The publication is a
part of the offence, and its neceflary condition.
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‘Words are moral aéts and words deliberately made
public thedaw confiders in the fame light as any
other cognizable overt at.
Here however a difficulty prefents itfel. Theft,
robbery, murder, and the like, are eafily Yefined :
~ the degrees and circumftances likewife of thefe
and fimilar a&ions are definite, and conftitute fpe-
cific offences, defcribed and punifhable each under
its own name. We have only to prove the fa&
and identify the offender. The intention too, in
the great majority of cafes, is fo clearly implied in
the ation, that the law can fafely adopt it as its
univerfal maxim, that the proof of the malice is
included in the proof of the fact; efpecially as the
few occafional exceptions have their remedy pro-
vided in the prerogative of pardon entrufted to the
fupreme magiftrate. But in the cafe of libel, the
degree makes the kind, the circumftances confti-
tute the criminality ; and both degrees and circum-
ftances, like the afcending fhades of colour or the
thooting hues of a dove’s neck, dig¢faway into each
other, incapable of definition or outline. The eye
of the underftanding, indeed, fees ¢he dcterminate
difference in each individual cafe, but laffguage is
moft often inadequate to exprefs what the eye per-
ceives, much lefs can a general ftatute anticipate
and pre-define it. Again : in other overt alls a
charge difproved leaves the accufed either guilty of
a different fault, or at beft fimply blamelefs. A
man having killed a fellow-citizen is acquitted of
murder ; —the a& was manflaughter only, or it



ESSAY XI. o5

was juftifiable homicide. But when we reverfe
the iniquitous fentence paffed on Algernon Sidney,
during our perufal of his work on government;
at the mgment we deny it to have been a traitor-
ous litel, our beating hearts declare it to have
been a benefaction to our country, and under the
circumftances of thofe timesethe performance of
an heroic duty. From this caufe, therefore, as
well as from a libel’s being a thing made up of
degrees and circumftances,—and thefe too, dif~
criminating offence from merit by fuch dim and
ambulant boundaries,—the intention of the agent,
wherever it can be independently or inclufively
afcertained, muft be allowed a great fhare in deter-
mining the charater of the altion, unlefs the law
is not only to be divorced from moral juftice, but
to wage open hoftility againft it.*

Add too, that laws in doubtful points are to be
interpreted according to the defign of the legifla-
tor, where this can be certainly inferred. But the
laws of Englaad, which owe their own prefent fu-
premacy and ibfolutenefs to the good fenfe and
generous difpofitions diffufed by the prefs more, far
more, than to any other fingle caufe, muft needs
be prefumed favourable to its general influence.
Even in the penalties attached to its abufe, we
muft fuppofe the legiflature to have been adtuated

* According to the old adage : you are not hanged for
ftealing a horfe, but that horfes may not be flolen. To what

e);tent this is true, I fhall have occafion to examine here-
after,
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by the defire of preferving its eflential privileges.
The prefs is indifferently the paffive inftrument of
evil and of good : nay, there is fome good even in
its evil.  “ Good and evil we know,” fayg Milton,
in the Speech from which I have fcleéted the motto
of the preceding eﬂ'a)'r,  in the field of this world,
grow up together almoft infeparably: and the
knowledge of good is fo involved and interwoven
with the knowledge of evil, and in fo many cun-
ning refemblances hardly to be difcerned, that thofe
confufed feeds which were impofed on Pfyche as
an inceflant labour to cull out and fort afunder,
were not more intermixed.”—¢ As, therefore, the
ftate of man now is, what wifdom can there be
to choofe, what continence to forbear, without the
knowledge of evil? He that can apprehend and
confider vice with all her baits and feeming plea-
fures, and yet abftain, and yet diftinguith, and yet
prefer that which is truly better, he is the true
way-faring Chriftian. I cannot praife a fugitive
and cloiftered virtue, unexercifed as.d unbreathed,
that never fallies out and fees hei adverfary.”—
¢ That virtue, therefore, which is but a youngling
in the contemplation of evil; and knows. not the
utmoft that vice promifes to her followers, andgre-
je&ts it, is but a blank virtue, not a pure.”—Since,
therefore, the knowledge and furvey of vice is in
this world fo neceflary to the conftituting of hu-
man virtue, and the fcanning of error to the con-
firmation of truth, how can we more fafely and
with lefs danger fcout into the regions of fin and
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falfity, than by reading all manner of tra&ates, and
hearing all manner of reafon ? ”’—Again—but, in-
deed the whole treatife is one ftrain of moral wif-
dom andypolitical prudence : — ¢ Why fhould we
then affe& a rigour contrary to the manner of God
and of nature, by abridging or fcanting thofe means,
which books, freely permittedy are both to the trial
of virtue and the exercife of truth? It would be
better done to learn, that the law muft needs be
frivolous, which goes to reftrain things uncertainly,
“and yet equally, working to good andsto evil. And
were I the choofer, a dram of well-doing thould be
preferred before-many times as much the forcible
hindrance of evil-doing. For God, fure, efteems
the growth and completion of one virtuous perfon,
more than the reftraint of ten vicious.”

The evidence of hiftory is ftrong in favour of
the fame principles, even in refpect of their ex-
pediency. The average refult of the prefs from
Henry VIII. to Charles I. was fuch a diffufion of
religious light*ps firft redeemed and afterwards
faved this nation from the fpiritual and moral death
of Popery ; and in the following period it is to the
prefs that we osce the gradual afcendancy of thofe
wife political maxims, which cafting philofophic
truth in the moulds of national laws, cuftoms, and
exifting orders of fociety, fubverted the tyranny
without fufpending the government, and at length
completed the mild and falutary revolution by the
eftablifhbment of the houfe of Brunfwick. To
what muft we attribute this vaft over-balance of

VOL. I. H
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good in the general effeéts of the prefs, but to the
over-balance of virtuous intention in thofe who em-
ployed the prefs ? The law, therefore, will not refufe
to manifeft good intention a certain weight even
in cafes of apparent egror, left it thould dif¢ourage
and fcare away thofe, to whofe efforts we owe the
comparative infrequency and weaknefs of error on
the whole. The law may however, nay, it muft
demand, that the external proofs of the author’s
honeft intentions fhould be fupported by the ge-
neral ftyle ard matter of his work, and by the
circumftances and mode of its publication. A paf-
fage, which in a grave and regular difquifition
would be blamelefs, might become highly libellous
and juftly punifhable if it were applied to prefent
meafures or perfons for immediate purpofes, in
a cheap and popular tra&. 1 have feldom felt
greater indignation than at finding in a large ma-
nufaltory a fixpenny pamphlet, containing a fe-
lection of inflammatory paragraphs from the profe-
writings of Milton, without a hirt given of the
time, occafion, ftate of government, and other cir-
cumftances under which they were written — not
a hint, that the freedom, which we now extjoy, ex-
ceeds all that Milton dared hope for, or deemed
praéticable; and that his political creed fternly ex-
cluded the populace, and indeed the majority of
the population, from all pretenfions to political
power. If the manifeft bad intention would con-
ftitute this publication a feditious libel, a good in-
tention equally manifeft cannot juftly be denied



ESSAY XI. 99

its fhare of influence in producing a contrary ver-
diét.

Here then is the difficulty. From the very na-
ture of a libel it is impoflible fo to define it, but
that tH moft meritorious works will be found in-
cluded in the defcription. Not from any defeét
or undue feverity in the particular law, but from
the very nature of the offence to be guarded againft,
a work recommending reform by the only rational
mode of recommendation, that is, by the detecion
and expofure of corruption, abufe, vor incapacity,
might, though it fthould breathe the beft and moft
unadulterated Englith feelings, be brought within
the definition of libel equally with the vileft incen-
diary pamphlet, that ever aimed at leading and
mifleading the multitude. Not a paragraph in the
Morning Poft during the Peace of Amiens, (or
rather the experimental truce fo called,)— though
to the immortal honour of the then editor, that
newfpaper was the chief fecondary means of pro-
ducing the ungxampled national unanimity, with
which the war re-commenced and has fince been
continued,— nt a paragraph warning the nation,
as need Was and moft imperious duty commanded,
of the perilous defigns and unfleeping ambition of
our neighbour, the mimic and caricaturift of Char-
lemagne, but was a punifhable libel. The law of
libel is a vaft aviary, which encages the awaken-
ing cock and the geefe whofe alarum preferved the
Capitol, no lefs than the babbling magpye and
ominous fcreech-owl. And yet will we avoid this
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feeming injuftice, we throw down all fence and
bulwark of public decency and public opinion ;
political calumny will foon join hands with private
flander; and every principle, every feeling, that
binds the citizen to his country and the (%irit to
its Creator, will be undermined — not by reafon-
ing, for from that there is no danger; but— by
the mere habit, of hearing them reviled and fcoffed
at with impunity, Were we to contemplate the
evils of a rank and unweeded prefs only in its effect
on the mannérs of a people, and on the general
tone of thought and converfation, the greater the
love which we bore to literature and to all the
means and inftruments of human improvement,
the greater would be the earneftnefs with which
we thould folicit the interference of law : the more
anxioufly thould we with for fome Ithuriel fpear,
that might remove from the ear of the public, and
expofe in their own fiendifh fhape thofe reptiles,
which infpiring venom and forging illufions as they
lift, :
~———thence raife

At leaft diftempered, difcontented, ‘choughts,
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate defires. '

PaRrADISE LosTe
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Quomodo autem id futurum fit, ne quis tacredibile arbitre-
tur, oftendam.  Imprimis multiplicabitur regnum, et fumma
rerum potefas per plurimos diffipata et concifa minuetur.
Tunc difcordie civiles in perpetuum ‘/erzfmg', nec ulla requies
bellis exitialibus erit, donec reges decem pariter exiftant qui
orbem terra, non ad regendum, fed ad confumendum, parti-
antur. Hi exercitibus in immenfum coallis, et agrorum cul-
tibus deflitutis, quod eft principium everfionis et cladis, dif-
perdent omnia, et comminuent, et vorabunt. Tum reperite
adverfus eos hoftis potentiffimus ab extremis finibus plage fep-
tentrionalis orietur, qui tribus ex eo numero deletis qui tunc
Afiam obtinebunt, aj?mmur in focietatem a ceteris, ac prin-
ceps omnium conflituetur. Hic infuflentabili dominatione vex-
abit orbem ; divina et humana mifcebit ; infanda dictu et
execrabilia molietur; nova confilia in Ife&art Juo wvolutabit,
ut proprium fibi conflituat imperium ; leges commutabit, fuas
Janciet; contaminabit, diripiet, [poliabit, occidet. Denique
immutato nomine, atque imperii fede tranflata, confufio ac
perturbatio humpni generis confequetur. Tum vere detef-
abile, atque abominandum tempus exiftet, quo nulli hominum
Jit wita jucunda,

»  LacranTius de Viti Beati, Lib. vii. c. 16.

But left this fhould be deemed incredible, I will fhow the
manner in which it is to take place. Firft, there will be
a multiplication of independent fovereignties, and the fu-
preme magiftracy of the empire, f{cattered and cut up into
fragments, will be enfeebled in the exercife of power b
law and authority. Then will be fown the feeds of civil
difcords, nor will there be any reft or paufe to wafteful and
ruinous wars ; while the foldiery kept together in immenfe
ftanding armies, the kings will cruth and lay wafte at their
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will ;—until at length there will rife up againft them a moft
puiffant military chieftain of low birth, who will have con-
ceded to him a fellowfhip with the other fovereigns of the
earth, and will finally be conftituted the head of all. This
man will harafs the civilized world with an infupportable
defpotifm, he will confound and commix all thihgs {piri-
tual and temporal. He will form plans and preparations
of the moft execrable and facrilegious nature. He will be
for ever reftleflly turning over new fchemes in his imagina-
tion, in order that he nity fix the imperial power over all
in his own name and poffeffion. He will change the former
laws, he will fanttion a code of his own, he will contami-
nate, pillage, lay wafte and maffacre. At length, when he
has fucceeded in the change of names and titles, and in the
transfer of the fgat of empire, there will follow a confufion
and perturbation of the human race; then will there be for
a while an zra of horror and abomination, during which
no man will enjoy his life in quietnefs.*

(s

el INTERPOSE this eflay as an hif-
oq torical comment on the words ¢ mi-
§ mic and caricaturift of Charlemagne,”
% as applied to the defpot, whom fince
the time that the words were firft printed, we have,
thank Heaven ! fucceeded in encaging. The motto
contains one of the moft ftriking inftances of an
uninfpired prophecy fulfilled even .n many of its
minutie, that I recollect ever to have met with :
and it is hoped, that as a curiofity it will reconcile
my readers to its unufual length, But though gy
chief motive was that of relieving, by the variety
of an hiftorical parallel, the feries of argument on
this moft important of all fubjects, the communi-

¢ This tranflation has expreffions referring to fome
words inferted by the author in the Latin quotation in the,
previous editions,.—Ed, -
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cability of truth, yet the eflay is far from being a
digreflion. Having given utterance to guicquid in
rem tam maleficam indignatio dolorque dictarent,
concerning the mifchiefs of a lawlefs prefs, I held
it an &% of juftice to give a portrait no lefs lively
of the excefs to which the remorfelefs ambition of
a government might go in @ccumulating its op-
preflions in the one inftance before the difcovery
of printing, and in the other durihg the fuppref-
fion of its freedom.

I have tranflated the following fom a volumi-
nous German work, Michael Ignaz Schmidt’s Hif-
tory of the Germans, from Charles the Great to
Conrade I. ; in which this extra& forms the con-
clufion of the fecond chapter of the third book.
The late tyrant’s clofe imitation of Charlemagne
was fufficiently evidenced by his aflumption of the
iron crown of Italy, by his imperial coronation with
the prefence and authority of the Holy Father; by
his imperial robe embroidered with bees in order
to mark him as a fucceflor of Pepin, and even by
his oftentatios revocation of Charlemagne’s grants
to the Bifhop of Rome. But that the differences
might Be felt likewife, I have prefaced-the tranfla-
tion with the few following obfervations.

Let it be remembered then, that Charlemagne,
for the greater part, created for himfelf the means
of which he availed himfelf ; that his very educa-
tion was his own work, and that unlike Peter the
Great, he could find no affiftants out of his own
realm ;. that the unconquerable courage and heroic



104 THE FRIEND.

difpofitions of the nations he conquered, fupplied
a proof pofitive of real fuperiority, indeed the fole
pofitive proof of intelle€tual power, in a warrior :
for how can we meafure force but by the refiftance
to it? But all was prepared for Buondparte ;
Europe weakened in the very heart of all human
ftrength, namely, in moral and religious principle,
and at the fame time accidentally deftitute of any
one great or commanding mind : the French peo-
ple, on the other hand, ftill reftlefs from revolu-
tionary fanaticifm ; their civic enthufiafm already
pafled into military paffion and the ambition of
conqueft ; and alike by difguft, terror, and charac-
teriftic unfitnefs for freedom, ripe for the reception
of a defpotifm. Add too, that the main obftacles
to an unlimited fyftem of conqueft, and the purfuit
of univerfal monarchy had been cleared away for
him by his pioneers the Jacobins, namely, the in-
fluence of the great land-holders, of the privileged
and of the commercial clafles. Even the naval
fuccefles of Great Britain, by deftroying the trade,
rendering ufelefs the colonies, and altnoft annihila-
ting the navy of France, were in fomg refpeéts fub-
fervient to his defigns by concentrating the powers
of the French empire in its armies, and fupplyirfy
them out of the wrecks of all other employments,
fave that of agriculture. France had already ap-
proximated to the formidable ftate fo prophetically
defcribed by Sir James Steuart, in his Political Eco-
nomy, in which the population fhould confift chiefly
of foldiers and peafantry: at leaft the interefts of
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no other clafles were regarded. The great merit
of Buonaparte has been that of a fkilful fteerfman,
who with his boat in the moft violent ftorm ftill
keeps himfelf on the fummit of the waves, which
not heg but the winds had raifed. I will now pro-
ceed to my tranflation. '

« That Charles was a hego, his exploits bear
evidence. The fubjugation of the Lombards, pro-
teted as they were by the Alps, by fortrefles and
fortified towns, by numerous armies, and by a great
name ; of the Saxons, fecured by their favage re-
folutenefs, by an untameable love of freedom, by
their defert plains and enormous forefts, and by
their own poverty ; the humbling of the Dukes of
Bavaria, Aquitania, Bretagne, and Gafcony ; proud
of their anceftry as well as of their ample domains ;
the almoft entire extirpation of the Avars, fo long
the terror of Europe ; are afluredly works which
demanded a courage and a firmnefs of mind fuch
as Charles only poffefled.

“ How great his reputation was, and this too
beyond the linfits of Europe, is proved by the em-
baffies fent to,him out of Perfia, Paleftine, Mau-
ritania, ¥nd even from the Khalifs of Bagdad. If
at the prefent day an embafly from the Black or
Cafpian Sea comes to a prince on the Baltic, it is
not to be wondered at, fince fuch are now the
political relations of the four quarters of the world,
that a blow which is given to any one of them is
felt more or lefs by all the others. Whereas in the
times of Charlemagne, the inhabitants in one of
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the known parts of the world fcarcely knew what
was going on in the reft. Nothing but the extra-
ordinary, all-piercing, report of Charles’s exploits
could bring this to pafs. His greatnefs, which fet
the world in aftonithment, was likewife, Without
doubt, that which begot in the Pope and the Ro-
mans the firft idea of the re-eftablithment of their
empire.

« It is true, that a number of things united to
make Charles a great man— favourable circum-
ftances of time, a nation already difciplined to war-
like habits, a long life, and the confequent acqui-
fition of experience, fuch as no one poffeffed in his
whole realm. Still, however, the principal means
of his greatnefs Charles found in himfelf. His
great mind was capable of extending its attention
to the greateft multiplicity of affairs. In the mid-
dle of Saxony he thought on Italy and Spain, and
at Rome he made provifions for Saxony, Bavaria,
and Pannonia. He gave audience to the ambafla-
dors of the Greek emperor and other potentates,
and himfelf audited the accounts ofthis own farms,
where every thing was entered even fo the number
of the eggs. Bufy as his mind was, his body was
not lefs in one continued ftate of motion. Charles
would fee into every thing himfelf, and do every
thing himfelf, as far as his powers extended : and
even this it was, too, which gave to his undertak-
ings fuch force and energy.

¢ But with all this the government of Charles
was the government of a conqueror, that is fplen-
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did abroad and fearfully oppreflive at home. What
a grievance muft it not have been for the people,
that Charles for forty years together dragged them
now to the Elbe, then to the Ebro, after this to
the PoPand from thence back again to the Elbe,
and this not to check an mvadmg enemy, but to
make conquefts which little grofited the French
nation! This muft prove too much, at length, for
a hired foldier : how much more i’or confcripts,
who did not live only to fight, but who were fathers
of families, citizens, and proprietorss? But above
all, it is to be wondered at, that a nation, like the
French, fhould fuffer themfelves to be ufed as
Charles ufed them. But the people no longer
poflefled any confiderable fhare of influence. All
depended on the great chieftains, who gave their
willing fuffrage for endlefs wars, by which they
were always fure to win. They found the beft
opportunity, under fuch circumftances, to make
themfelves great and mighty at the expenfe of the
freemen refident within the circle of their baronial
courts ; and when conquefts were made, it was far
more for theiradvantage than that of the monarchy.
In the c8nquered provinces there was a neceffity
for dukes, vaffal kings, and different high oﬁices
all this fell to their fhare.

¢ I would not fay this if we did not poffefs in-
controvertible original documents of thofe times,
which prove clearly to us that Charles’s govern-
ment was an unhappy one for the people, and that
this great man, by his a&ions, laboured to the dire&
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fubverfion of his firft principles. It was his firft
pretext to eftablith a greater equality among the
members of his vaft community, and to make all
free and equal fubjeéts under a common fovereign.
And from the neceflity occafioned by céatinual
war, the exa& contraty took place. Nothing gives
us a better notion of the interior ftate of the French
monarchy, than the third capitular of the year8x1.*
All is full of ¢omplaint, the bifhops and earls cla-
mouring againft the frecholders, and thefe in their
turn againft the bifhops and earls. And in truth
the freeholders had no fmall reafon to be difcon-
tented and to refift, as far as they dared, even the
imperial levies. A dependant muft be content to
follow his lord without further queftioning: for he
was paid for it. But a free citizen, who lived
wholly on his own property, might reafonably ob-
ject to fuffer himfelf to be dragged about in all
quarters of the world, at the fancies of his lord:
efpecially as there was fo much injufticg intermixed.
Thofe who gave up their properties entirely, or in
part, of their own accord, were lefsundifturbed at
home, while thofe, who refufed to _do this, were
forced fo often into fervice, that at lengthy becom-
ing impoverifhed, they were compelled by want.to
give up, or difpofe of, their free tenures to the bi-
thops or earls.+

4 Comﬁare with this the four or five quarto volumes of
the French Confcript Code.

t It would require no great ingenuity to difcover paral-
lels, or at leaft, equivalent hardfhips to thefe, in the treat-
‘rpeyt of, and regulations concerning, the relutant con-
cripts,
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<« It almoft furpafles belief to what a height, at
length, the averfion to war rofe in the French na-
tion, from the multitude of the campaigns and the
grievances connefted with them. The national
vanity Was now fatiated by the frequency of vic-
tories : and the plunder which fell to the lot of in-
dividuals, made but a poor esompenfation for the
loffes and burthens fuftained by their families at
home. Some, in order to become exempt from
military fervice, fought for menial employments in
the eftablifhments of the bifhops, abbots, abbefles,
and earls. Others made over their free property
to become tenants at will of fuch lords, as from
their age or other circumftances, they thought
would be called to no further military fervices.
Others even privately took away the life of their
mothers, aunts, or other of, their relatives, in or-
der that no family refidents might remain through
whom their names might be known, and themfelves
traced ; others voluntarily made flaves of them-
felves, in order thus to render themfelves incapable
of the military’rank.”

When this extra& was firft publifhed, namely,
Septemlf®r 7, 1809, I prefixed the following fen-
tence, ¢ This paffage contains fo much matter for
political anticipation and well-grounded hope, that
I feel no apprehenfion of the reader’s being diffa-
tisfied with its length.” I truft, that I may now
derive the fame confidence from his genial exulta-
tion, as a Chriftian, and from his honeft pride as
a Briton, in the retrofpe of its completion. In
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this belief I venture to conclude the eflay with
the following extrat from a ¢ Comparifon of the
. French republic, under Buonaparte, with the Ro-
man empire under the firft Cefars,” publifhed by
me in the Morning Poft, 21 Sept. 1802. ¢
If, then, there be no counterpoife of diffimilar
circumftances, the profpeét is gloomy indeed. The
commencement of the public flavery in Rome was
in the moft fplendid #ra of human genius. Any
unufually flaurifhing period of the arts and fciences
in any country, is, even to this day, called the Au-
guftan age of that country. The Roman poets,
the Roman hiftorians, the Roman orators, rivalled
thofe of Greece ; in military taétics, in machinery,
in all the conveniences of private life, the Romans
greatly furpaffed the Greeks. With few excep-
tions, all the emperors, even the worft of them,
were, like Buonaparte,* the liberal encouragers of

* Imitators fucceed better in copying the vices than the
excellences of their archetypes. Where fhall we find in
the Firft Conful of France a counterpart to the generous
and dreadlefs clemency of the firft Cefart® Acerbe loquen-
tibus fatis habuit pro concione denunciare, ne perfeverarent.
Aulique Cacine criminofiffimo libro, et Pitholai carminibus
maledicentiffimis laceratam exiflimationem fuam il animo
tulit.— (Sueton. 1. 75.—Ed.) °

It deferves tranflation for Englith readers. ¢ To thofe
who fpoke bitterly againft him, he held it fufficient to fig-
nify publicly, that they fhould not perfevere in the ufe of
fuch language. His charaéter had been mangled in a moft
libellous work of Aulus Cacina, and he had been grofil
lampooned in fome verfes by Pitholaus; but he bore bot
with the temper of a good citizen.”

For this part of the Firft Conful’s chara&er, if common
report fpeaks the truth, we muft feek a parallel in the dif-.
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all great public works, and of every fpecies of pub-
lic merit not connected with the affertion of poli-
tical freedom :

O juwenes, circumfpicit atque agitat <os,
eriamque fibi Ducis indulgentia querit.*
%

It is even fo, at this prefent moment in France.
Yet, both in France and in Reme, we have learned,
that the moft abject difpofitions to flavery rapidly
trod on the heels of the moft outrageous fanati-
cifm for an almoft anarchical liberty. Ruere in
[ervitium confules, patres, eques : qumnto quis illuf-
trior, tanto magis falfi ac feftinantes.+ Peace and
the coadunation of all the civilized provinces of
the earth were the grand and plaufible pretexts of
Roman defpotifim : the degeneracy of the human
fpecies itfelf, in all the nations fo blended, was the
melancholy effe®. To-morrow, therefore, we
thall endeavour to dete&t all thofe points and cir-
cumftances of diffimilarity, which, though they
cannot impeach the re&itude of the parallel, for
the prefent, may yet render it probable, that as
the fame conftitution of government has been
built up in &rance with incomparably greater
rapidity,”fo it may have an incomparably fhorter

pofitions of the third Czfar, who dreaded the pen of a
paragraph writer, hinting aught againft his morals and
meafures, with as great anxiety, and with as vindictive feel-
ings, as if it had ieen the dagger of an affaffin lifted up
againft his life. From the third Cefar, too, he adopted
the abrogation of all popular eleétions.

* Juvenal. Sat. vii. 20.—Ed.

+ Tacit. Ann, i, 7.—Ed.
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duration,. We are not confcious of any feelings
of bitternefs towards the Firft Conful ; or, if any,
only that venial prejudice, which naturally refults
from the having hoped proudly of an indiviqual,
and the having been miferably difappointed¢ But
we will not voluntarily ceafe to think freely and
fpeak openly. We,owe grateful hearts, and up-
lifted hands of thankfgiving to the Divine Pro-
vidence, that there is yet one European country—
and that country our own— in which the actions
of public mep may be boldly analyzed, and the
refult publicly ftated. And let the Chief Conful,
who profefles in all things to follow his fate, learn
to fubmit to it, if he finds that it is ftill his fate to
ftruggle with the fpirit of Englifh freedom, and
the virtues which are the offspring of that fpirit ;—
if he finds, that the genius of Great Britain, which
blew up his Egyptian navy into the air, and blighted
his Syrian laurels, ftill follows him with a calm and
dreadful eye; and in peace, equally as in war, ftill
watches for that liberty, in which alone the genius
of our ifle lives, and moves, and hagits being ; and
which being loft, all our commergjal and naval
greatnefs would inftantly languifh, like * flower,
the root of which had been filently eaten away by
a worm ; and without which, in any country, the
public feftivals, and pompous merriments of a na-
tion prefent no other fpectacle to the eye of reafon,
than a mob of maniacs dancing in their fetters.
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MusT there be ftill fome difcord mix’d among

The harmony of men, whofe mood accords

Beft with contention tun’d to notes of wrong ?

That when war fails, peace muft make wag with words,
With words unto deftruétion arm'd more ftrong

Than ever were our foreign foemen's fwords ;

Making as deep, tho® not yet bleeding wounds ?

What war left fearlefs, calumny confounds.

Truth lies entrapp’d where cunning finds no bar :
Since no proportion can there be betwixt

Our attions which in endlefs motions are,

And ordinances which are always fixt,

Ten thoufand laws more cannot reach fo far,
But malice goes beyond, or lives commixt

So clofe with goodnefs, that it ever will
Corrupt, difguife, or counterfeit it ftill.

And therefore wo.'"ild our glorious Alfred, who
Join’d awith the Bng's the good man's majefly,
Not leave [av's labyrinth awithout a clue—
Gax: to deep fhill its juft authority,—

* ™ ». » - .
But the laf judgment—this his jury's plan—
Left to the natural fenfe of work-day man.*

. " Daniel. Epiftle to Sir Thomas Egerton. The lines
in italics are fubftituted by the author for the original, and
there are a few other verbal alterations.—Ed.

VOL. I.



RECUR to the dilemma fateq i
the eighth effay. How fhall we folye
this problem ? Its folution is 4o be
found il"l that fpirit which, %e the

univerfal men/fruum fought for by the old alche-
mifts, can blend aand harmonize the moft dif-
cordant elements ; — it is to be found in the fpirit
of a rational frecdom diffufed and become national,
in the confequent influence and controul of public
opinion, andén its moft precious organ, the jury.
It is to be found, wherever juries are fufficiently
enlightened to perceive the difference, and to com-
prehend the origin and neceflity of the difference,
between libels and other criminal over-aéls, and
are fufficiently independent to act upon the con-
viction, that in a charge of libel, the degree, the
circumftances, and the intention, conftitute —not
merely modify —the offence, give it its being, and
determine its legal name. The words malicioufly
and advifedly, muft here have a force of their own,
and a proof of their own. They ill confequently
confider the law as a blank powgr provided for
the punifhment of the offender, not as™a light by
which they are to determine and difcriminatecthe
offence. The underftanding and confcience of
the jury are the judges, in toto: the law a blank
congé d’élire.  The law is the clay and thofe the
potter’s wheel, Shame fall on that man, who
fhall labour to confound what reafon and nature
have put afunder, and who at once, as far as in



ESSAY XIIL, 115
him lies, would render the prefs ineffe€tual and the
law odious : who would lock up the main river,
the Thames, of our intelleGtual commerce ; would
throXa bar acrofs the ftream, that muft render
its naMgation dangerous or, partial, ufing as his
materials the very banks, which were intended to
deepen its channel and guard againft its inunda-
tions!| Shame fall on him, and a pamc:patlon of
the infamy of thofe, who mifled an Englith jury
to the murder of Algernon Sidney.

But though the virtuous intention of the writer
muft be allowed a certain influence in facilitating
his acquittal, the degree of his moral guilt is not
the true index or mete-wand of his condemnation.
For juries do not fit in a court of confcience, but
of law ; they are not the reprefentatives of religion,
but the guardians of external tranquillity. The
leading principle, the pole ftar, of the judgment
in its decifion concerning the libellous nature of a
publithed writing, is its more or lefs remote con-
neftion with after overt-ats, as the caufe or oc-
cafion of the fame. Thus the publication of actual
falts may be, 2ind moft often will be, criminal and
libellousyhen direéted againft private charalters :
nc: only becaufe the charge will reach the minds
of many who cannot be competent judges of the
truth or falfehood of fa&ts to which themfelves were
not witnefles, againft a man whom they do not
know, or at beft know imperfe@ly ; but becaufe
fuch a publication is of itfelf a very ferious overt-
act, by. which the author without authority and
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without trial, has infli¢ted punifhment on a fellow
fubje@, himfelf being witnefs and jury, judge and
executioner. Of fuch publications there can be no
legal juftification, though the wrong may be gnalli-
ated by the circumftance that the injurious (harges
are not only true but wholly out of the reach of the
law. But in libels an the government there are
two things to be balanced againft each other : firft,
the incomparably greater mifchief of the overt-ats,
if we fuppofe them actually occafioned by the libel
—(as for inftunce, the fubverfion of government
and property, if the principles taught by Thomas
Paine had been realized, or if even an attempt had
been made to realize them, by the many thoufands
of his readers) ; and fecond, the very great impro-
bability that fuch effects will be produced by fuch
writings. Government concerns all generally, and
no onc in particular. The faéts are commonly as
well known to the readers, as to the writer: and
falfehood therefore eafily deteted. It is proved,
likewife, by experience, that the frequency of open
political difcuffion, with all its blar&l;eable indifcre-
tions, indifpofes a nation to overt-acts of practical
fedition or confpiracy. They talk ill, faftt Charles
V. of his Belgian provinces, but they fuffer fo much
the better for it. His fucceffor thought differently :
he determined to be mafter of their words and opi-
nions, as well as of their ations, and in confequence
loft one half of thofe provinces, and retained the
other half at an expenfe of ftrength and treafure
greater than the original worth of the whole. An
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enlightened jury, therefore, will require proofs of
more than ordinary malignity of intention, as fur-
nifhed by the ftyle, price, mode of circulation, and
fo Nl‘; or of punifhable indifcretion arifing out
of theTtate of the times, as of dearth, for inftance,
or of whatever other calamity is likely to render
the lower clafles turbulent, and apt to be alienated
from the government of their country. For the
abfence of a right dlfpoﬁtlon of mind muft be con-
fidered both in law and in morals, as nearly equi-
valent to the prefence-of a wrong difpofition. Un-
der fuch circumftances the legal paradox, that a
libel may be the more a libel for being true, be-
comes ftrictly juft, and as fuch ought to be acted
upon.

Concerning the right of punithing by law the
authors of heretical or deiftical writings, I referve
my remarks for a future effay, in which I hope to
ftate the grounds and limits of toleration more ac-
curately than they feem to me to have been hitherto
traced. There is one maxim, however, which 1
am tempted tcifeize as it paﬂ'cs acrofsme. IfI may
truft my ownsmemory, it is indeed a very old truth :
and yet {F'the fathion of adting in apparent igno-
rance thereof be any prefumption of its novelty, it
ought to be new, or at leaft have become fo by
courtefy of oblivion. It is this: that as far as
human practice can realize the fharp limits and
exclufive proprieties of fcience, law and religion
fhould be kept diftin&. There is, in ftrictnefs,
no proper oppofition but between the two polar
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forces of one and the fame power.* If | fay then,
that law and religion are natural oppofites, and that
the latter is the requifite counterpoife of the former,
let it not be interpreted, as if I had declarernem
to be contraries. The law has rightfully iffvefted
the creditor with the power of arrefting and im-
prifoning an infolvens debtor, the farmer with the
power of tranfporting, mediately at leaft, the pil-
lagers of his hedges and copfes ; but the law does
not compel him to exercife that power, while it will
often happen that religion commands him to forego
it. Nay, fo well was this underftood by our grand-
fathers, that a man who fquares his confcience by
the law was a common paraphrafe or fynonyme of

* Every power in nature and in fpirit muft evolve an
oppofite as the fole means and condition of its manifefta-
tion : and all oppofition is a tendency to re-union. This is
the univerfal law of polarity or eflential dualifm, firft pro-
mulgated by Heraclitus, 2000 years afterwards re-publithed,
and made the foundation both of logic, of phyfics, and of
metaphyfics by Giordano Bruno. The principle may be
thus exprefled. The identity of tkefis and antithefis is the
fubftance of all being ; their oppofition the condition of all
exiftence or being manifefted ; and everﬂ- thing or pheno-
menon is the exponent of a [ynthefis as lory, as the oppolfite
energies are retained in that [yntkefis. Thul wager is neither
oxygen nor hydrogen, nor yet is it a commixture of both ;
but the [ynthefis or indifference of the two : and as longeas
the topul}a’ endures, by which it becomes water, or rather
which alone is water, it is not lefs a fimple body than either
of the imaginary elements, improperly called its ingredients
or components, It is the objet of the mechanical atomiftic
pfilofophy to confound [ynthefis with [ymartcfis, or rather
with mere juxta-pofition of corpufcules {eparated by invifible
interfpaces, I find it difficult to determine, whether this
theory contradiéls the reafon or the fenfes moft: for it is
alike inconceivable and unimaginable.
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a wretch without any confcience atall. We have
all of us learnt from hiftory, that there was a long
and dark period, during which the powers and the
aimN\of law were ufurped in the name of religion
by thdclergy and the courts fpiritual : and we all
know the refult. Law and religion thus interpene-
trating neutralized each other; and the baleful
produ&, or tertium aliquid, of this union retarded
the civilization of Europe for centuries. Law fplin-
tered into the minutie of religion, the awful func-
tion and prerogative of which itis tp take account
of every idle word, became a bufy and inquifitorial
tyranny : and religion fubftituting legal terrors for
the ennobling influences of confcience remained
religion in name only. The prefent age appears
to me approaching faft to a fimilar ufurpation of the
fun&ions of religion by law : and if it were required,
I fhould not want ftrong prefumptive proofs in fa-
vour of this opinion, whether I fought for them in
the charges from the bench concerning wrongs, to
which religion denounces the fearful penalties of
guilt, but forgvhich the law of the land affigns da-
mages only 3 or in fundry ftatutes—and all praife
to the t#te Mr. Wyndham, Romanorum ultimo—
ia a fhill greater number of attempts towards new
ftatutes, the authors of which difplayed the moft
pitiable ignorance, not merely of the diftinétion
between perfe&t and imperfect obligations, but even
of that ftill more facred diftinétion between things
and perfons. What the fon of Sirach advifes con-
cerning the foul, every fenator fhould apply to his
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legiflative capacity : —reverence it in meeknefs,
knowing how feeble and how mighty a thing it is | *

From this hint concerning toleration, we may
pafs by an eafy tranfition to the, perhaps, ftill #iore
interefting fubject of tolerance. And here 4 fully
coincide with Frederic H. Jacobi, that the only
true fpirit of tolerancg confifts in our confcientious
toleration of each other’s intolerance. Whatever
pretends to bé more than this, is either the un-
thinking cant of fathion, or the foul-palfying nar-
cotic of moral, and religious indifference. All of
us without exception, in the fame mode though
not in the fame degree, are neceflarily fubjected to
the rifk of miftaking pofitive opinions for certainty
and clear infight. From this yoke we cannot free
ourfelves, but by ceafing to be men ; and this too
not in order to tranfcend, but to fink below, our
human nature. For if in one point of view it be
the mulét of our fall, and of the corruption of our
will; it is equally true, that contemplated from
another point, it is the price and confequence of
our progreflivenefs. To him who imcompelled to
pace to and fro within the high walk and in the
narrow court-yard of a prifon, all objeéts"May ap-
pear clear and diftin&k. It is the traveller jour-
neying onward, full of heart and hope, with an
ever-varying horizon, on the boundlefs plain, who

* The referente, probably, is to Ecclus. x, 28. My fon,
glorify thy foul in meeknefs, and give it honour accm?i’;tg to
the dignity thereof —Ed. -
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is liable to miftake clouds for mountains, and the
mirage of drouth for an expanfe of refrefhing wa-
ters.

notwithftanding this deep conviétion of our
genera? fallibility, and the moft vivid recolletion
of my own, I dare avow with the German philo-
fopher, that as far as opiniogs, and not motives,
principles, and not men, —are concerned ; I nei-
ther am tolerant, nor wifh to be regarded as fuch.
According to my judgment, it is mere oftentation,
or a poor trick that hypocrify plays with the cards
of nonfenfe, when a man makes proteftation of
being perfectly tolerant in refpeét of all principles,
opinions, and perfuafions, thofe alone excepted
which render the holders intolerant. For he either
means to fay by this, that he is utterly indifferent
towards all truth, and finds nothing fo infufferable
as the perfuafion of there being any fuch mighty
value ‘or importance attached to the pofleflion of
the truth as fhould give a marked preference to
any one conviction above any other; or elfe he
means nothingg and amufes himfelf with articulat-
ing the Tg'e?'of the air inftead of inhaling it in the
more hexitfiful and profitable exercife of yawning,.
T'at which doth not withftand, hath itfelf no
ftanding place. To fill a ftation is to exclude or
repel others,—and this is not lefs the definition of
moral, than of material, folidity. We live by con-
timied acts of defence, that involve a fort of offen-
five warfare. But a man’s principles, on which
he grounds his hope and his faith, are the life of
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his life. We live by faith, fays the philofophic
Apoftle; and faith without principles is but a flat-
tering phrafe for wilful pofitivenefs, or fanatical bo-
dily fenfation. Well, and of good right the}g{bre,
do we maintain with more zeal, than wef@hould
defend body or eftate] a deep and inward convic-
tion, which is as the moon to us; and like the
moon with all its mafly fhadows and deceptive
gleams, it yet ‘lights us on our way, poor travellers
as we are, and benighted pilgrims. With all its
fpots and chapges and temporary eclipfes, with all
its vain halos and bedimming vapours, it yet re-
flets the light that is to rife on us, which even
now is rifing, though intercepted from our imme-
diate view by the mountains that inclofe and frown
over the vale of our mortal life.

This again is the myftery and the dignity of our
human nature, that we cannot give up our reafon,
without giving up at the fame time our individual
perfonality. For that muft appear to each man to
be his reafon which produces in him the higheft
fenfe of certainty ; and yet it is not reafon, except
fo far as it is of univerfal validity an‘klobligatory on
all mankind. There is a one heart foreshe whole
mighty mafs of humanity, and every pulfe in each
particular veflel ftrives to beat in concert with it.
He who afferts that truth is of no importance ex-
cept in the fignification of fincerity, confounds
fenfe with madnefs, and the word of God with a
dream. If the power of reafoning be the gift of
the fupreme Reafon, that we be fedulous, yea, and
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militant in the endeavour to reafon aright, is his
implied command. But what is of permanent
and effential intereft to one man muft needs be fo
to JXin proportion to the means and opportuni-
ties of each. Woe to him by whom thefe are
negle@ed, and double woe to him by whom they
are withholden ; for he robsyat once himfelf and
his neighbour. That man’s foul is not dear to
himfelf; to whom the fouls of his brethren are not
dear. As far as they can be influenced by him,
they are parts and properties of his gwn foul, their
faith his faith, their errors his burthen, their right-
eoufnefs and blifs his righteoufnefs and his reward
—and of their guilt and mifery his own will be the
echo. As much as I love my fellow-men, fo much
and no more will I be intolerant of their herefies _
and unbelief—and I will honour and hold forth
the right hand of fellowfhip to every individual
who is equally intolerant of that which he con-
ceives fuch in me. — We will both exclaim —¢1
know not what antidotes among the complex
views, lmpulfcs and circumftances, that form your
moral being.;God’s gracious providence may have
vouchfafé& to you againft the ferpent fang of this
ewror, —but it is a viper, and its poifon deadly, al-
though through higher influences fome men may
take the reptile to their bofom, and remain un-
ftung.’

In one of thofe poifonous journals, which deal
out profanenefs, hate, fury, and fedition through
the land, I read the following paragraph. ¢ The
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Brahmin believes that every man will be faved in
his own perfuafion, and that all religions are equally
pleafing to the God of all. The Chriftian con-
fines falvation to the believer in his own Medas
and Shafters. Which is the more humafie and
philofophic creed of the two ?” Let queftion an-
fwer queftion. Selfezomplacent fcoffer | Whom
meaneft thou by God? The God of truth ? —

and can He be pleafed with falfehood, and the de-
bafement or utter fufpenfion of the reafon which
he gave to man that he might receive from him
the facrifice of truth? Or the God of love and
mercy? —and can He be pleafed with the blood
of thoufands poured out under the wheels of Jag-
gernaut, or with the fhrieks of children offered up
as fire offerings to Baal or to Moloch ? —Or doft
thou mean the God of holinefs and infinite puri-
ty ?—and can He be pleafed with abominations
unutterable and more than brutal defilements,—
and equally pleafed too as with that religion, which
commands us that we have no fellowthip with the
unfruitful works of darknefs but to reprove them ;
—with that religion, which ftrikes {\e fear of the
Moft High fo deeply, and the fenfe of ™ exceed-
ing finfulnefs of fin fo inwardly, that the believer
anxioufly inquires : Shall I give my firfi-born for
my tranfgreffion, the fruit of my body for the fin of
my foul >—and which makes anfwer to him,— He
bath fhowed thee, O man, what is good; and what
doth the Lord require of theey but to do juftly, and
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to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ?*
But I check myfelf, It is at once folly and pro-
fanation of truth, to reafon with the man who can
placWbefore his eyes a minifter of the Gofpel di-
re&k the eye of the widow from the corpfe of
her hufband upward to his and her Redeemer, —
(the God of the living and ngt of the dead)—and
then the remorfelefs Brahmin goading on the dif-
confolate victim to the flames of her hufband’s fu-
neral pile, abandoned by, and abandoning, the help-
lefs pledges of their love—and yet dare atk, which
is the more humane and philofophic creed of the
two!—No! No! when fuch opinions are in quef-
tion I neither am, nor will be, nor wifh to be re-
garded as, tolerant.

* Micah vi, 7, 8.—Ed,
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ESRAY XIV.

Knowing ‘the heart of man is fet to be

The centre of this world, about the which

Thefe revolutions of difturbances

Still roll ;gwhere all the afpeéts of mifery

Predominate ; whofe ftrong effects are fuch,

As he muft bear, being powerlefs to redrefs :

And that unlefs above himfelf he can

Ercét himfelf, how poor a thing is man |
DANIEL. *

led me into prolixity, to detail and
ground the conditions under which
the communication of truth is commanded or for-
bidden to us as individuals, by our confcience ;
and thofe too, under which it is per%iﬂible by the
law which controuls our conduét as members of
the ftate.  But is the fubject of fufficient impogt-
ance to deferve fo minute an examination ? O that
my readers would look round the world, as it now
is, and make to themfelves a faithful catalogue of
its many miferies ! From what do thefe proceed,

* Epiftle to the Countefs of Cumberland. — Ed.
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and on what do they depend for their continuance?
Affuredly, for the greater part, on the ations of
men, and thofe again on the want of a vital prin-
cip®of aion. e live by faith. The eflence
of virtue confifts in the principle. And the reality
of this, as well as its impor‘tance, is believed by all
men in faél, few as there may be who bring the
truth forward into the light of diftinét confciouf-
nefs. Yet all men feel, and at times acknowledge
to themfelves, the true caufe of their mifery. There
is no man fo bafe, but that at fome:time or other,
and in fome way or other, he admits that he is not
what he ought to be, though by a curious art of
felf-delufion, by an effort to keep at peace with
himfelf as long and as much as poflible, he will
throw off the blame from the amenable part of his
nature, his moral principle, to that which is inde-
pendent of his will, namely, the degree of his in-
telleCtual faculties. Hence, for once that a man
exclaims, how difhoneft I am ! on what bafe and
unworthy motives I act! we may hear a hundred
times, what a fool I am ! curfe on my folly ! and
the like. *

Yet evéh this implies an obfcure fentiment, that
with clearer conceptions in the underftanding, the

* I do not confider as exceptions the thoufands that abufe
themfelves by rote with lip-penitence, or the wild ravings
of fanaticifm : for thefe perfons at the very time they fpeak
fo vehemently of the wickednefs and rottennefs of their
hearts, are then commonly the warmeft in their own good
opinion, covered round and comfortable in the wrap-rafcal
of felf-hypocrify.
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principle of a&ion would become purer in the
will. Thanks to the image of our Maker not
wholly obliterated from any human foul, we dare
not purchafe an exemption from guilt by ?Gex-
cufe, which would place our melioration Gut of
our own power. Thus the very man, who will
abufe himfelf for a fopl but not for a villain, would
rather, fpite of the ufual profeflions to the con-
trary, be condemned as a rogue by other men,
than be acquitted as a blockhead. But be this as
it may, in and out of himfelf, however, he fees
plainly the true caufe of our common complaints.
Doubtlefs, there feem many phyfical caufes of
diftrefs, of difeafe, of poverty and of defolation —
tempefls, earthquakes, volcanos, wild or venom-
ous animals, barren foils, uricertain or tyrannous
climates, peftilential fwamps, and death in the very
air we breathe. Yet when do we hear the gene-
ral wretchednefs of mankind attributed to thefe?
Even in the moft awful of the Icelandic and Sici-
lian eruptions, when the earth has opened and fent
forth vaft rivers of fire, and the fmoke and vapour
have dimmed the light of heaven forqths, how
{mall has been the comparative injury tothe human
race ;— and how much even of this injury mighet
be fairly attributed to combined imprudence and
fuperftition! Natural calamities that do indeed
fpread devaftation wide, (for inftance, the marfh
fever,) are almoft without exception, voices of
nature in her all-intelligible language— do this!
or ceafe to do that! By the mere abfence of one
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fuperttition, and of the floth engendered by it, the
plague would probably ceafe to exift throughout
Afia and Africa. Pronounce meditatively the name
of Jegner, and afk what might we not hope, what
need wk deem unattainable, if all the time, the
effort, the fkill, which we wafte in making our-
felves miferable through vice, and vicious through
mifery, were embodied and marfhalled to a fyf
tematic war againft the exifting evils of nature !
No, It is a wicked world! This is fo generally
the folution, that this very wickedne® is affigned
by felfith men, as their excufe for doing nothing
to render it better, and for oppofing thofe who
would make the attempt. What have not Clark-
fon, Granville Sharp, Wilberforce, and the Society
of the Friends, effe¢ted for the honour, and if we
believe in a retributive Providence, for the con-
tinuance of the profperity, of the Englifh nation,
imperfeétly as the intellectual and moral faculties
of the people at large are developed at prefent!
What may not be effeted, if the recent difcovery
of the means of educating nations (freed, however,
from the vile,fophiftications and mutilations of
ignorant mofintebanks,) fhall have been applied to
its. full extent! Would I frame to myfelf the
moft infpiriting reprefentation of future blifs, which
my mind is capable of comprehending, it would be
embodied to me in the idea of Bell receiving, at -
fome diftant period, the appropriate reward of his
earthly Jabours, when thoufands and ten thoufands
of glorified fpirits, whofe reafon and confcience
VOL. I. K
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had, through his efforts, been unfolded, fhall fing
the fong of their own redemption, and pouring
forth praifes to God and to their Saviour, fhall
repeat his new name in heaven, give thanks for
his earthly virtues, as the chofen inftrurfients of
divine mercy to themfelves, and not feldom per-
haps turn their eyeg toward him, as from the fun
to its image in the fountain, with fecondary grati-
tude and the permitted utterance of a human love!
Were but a hundred men to combine a deep con-
vi&ion that ¢irtuous habits may be formed by the
very means by which knowledge is communicated,
that men may be made better, not only in confe-
quence, but by the mode, and in the procefs, of
inftruion ;—were but a hundred men to com-
bine that clear conviction of this, which I myfelf
at this moment feel, even as I feel the certainty of
my being, with the perfeverance of a Clarkfon or
a Bell, the promifes of ancient prophecy would
difclofe themfelves to our faith, even as when a
noble caftle hidden from us by an intervening mift,
difcovers itfelf by its refleCtion in the tranquil lake,
on the oppofite thore of which weyftand gazing.*
What an awful duty, what a nurfe™»f all other,
the faireft virtues, does not hope become! e
are bad ourfelves, becaufe we defpair of the good-
nefs of others. :
If then it be a truth, attefted alike by common

* This is, I fear, too complex, too accidental an image
to be conveyed by words to thofe, who have not feen it
themfelves in nature. 1830,
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feeling and common fenfe, that the greater part of
human mifery depends diretly on human vices
and the remainder indireétly, by what means can
we a¥} on men fo as to remove or preclude thefe
vices aAld punfy their prmcxple of moral election ?
The queftion is not by what means cach man is
to alter his own chara&er —in order to thlS, all
the means prefcribed and all the aidances given by
religion, may be neceffary for him. Vain, of them-
felves, may be

the fayings of the wife -+
In ancient and in modern books inrolled

Unlefs he feel within
Some fource of confolation from above,

Secret refrefhings, that repair his firength
And fainting fpirits uphold.*

This is not the queftion.  Virtue would not be
virtue, could it be given by one fellow-creature to
another. To make ufe of all the means and ap-
pliances in our power to the aétual attainment of
rectitude, is the abftract of the duty which we owe
to ourfelves : to fupply thofe means as far as we
can, compnzes our duty to others. The queftion
then is, whz#'are thefe means ? Can they be any
other than the communication of knowledge, and
the removal of thofe evils and impediments which
prevent its reception? It may not be in our
power to combine both, but it is in the power of
every man to contribute to the former, who is fuf-
ficiently informed to feel that it is his duty. Ifit

* Samfon Agoniftes.
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be faid, that we fhould endeavour not fo much to
remove ignorance, as to make the ignorant reli-
gious ;—religion herfelf, through her facred oracles,
anfwers for me, that all effetive faith pre-fuppofes
knowledge and individual convition. If tKe mere
acquiefcence in truth; uncomprehended and unfa-
thomed, were fufficignt, few indeed would be the
vicious and the miferable, in this country at leaft,
where fpeculative infidelity is, God be praifed ! con-
fined to a fmall number. Like bodily deformity,
there is one igftance here and another there; but
three in one place are already an undue proportion.
It is highly worthy of obfervation, that the infpired
writings received by Chriftians are diftinguifhable
from all other books pretending to infpiration, from
the fcriptures of the Brahmins, and even from the
Koran, in their ftrong and frequent recommenda-
tions of truth. I do not here mean veracity, which
cannot but be enforced in every code which appeals
to the religious principle of man ; but knowledge.
This is not only extolled as the crown and honour
of a man, but to feek after it is again and again com-
manded us as one of our moft facred duties. Yea,
the very perfe&ion and final blifs of the glorified
fpirit is reprefented by the Apoftle as a plain afpest,
or intuitive beholding, of truth in its eternal and
immutable fource. Not that knowledge can of
itfelf do all!  The light of religion is not that of
the moon, light without heat ; but neither is its
warmth that of the ftove, warmth without light.
Religion is the fun, the warmth of which indeed
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fwells, and ftirs, and actuates the life of nature,
but who at the fame time beholds all the growth of
life with a mafter-eye, makes all obje&ts glorious
on w!«i,ch he looks, and by that glory vifible to all
others, )

But though knowledge be not the only, yet that
it is an indifpenfable and mo&t effectual, agent in
the dire€ion of our a&ions, one confideration will
convince us. It is an undoubted fa& of human
nature, that the fenfe of impoffibility quenches all
will. Senfe of utter inaptitude does the fame. The
man fhuns the beautiful flame, which is eagerly
grafped at by the infant. The fenfe of a difpropor-
tion of certain after-harm to prefent gratification
produces effects almoft equally uniform : though
almoft perithing with thirft, we thould dafh to the
earth a goblet of wine in which we had feen a poifon
infufed, though the poifon were without tafte or
odour, or even added to the pleafures of both. Are
not all our vices equally inapt to the univerfal end
of human ations, the fatisfattion of the agent ?
Are not their pleafures equally difproportionate to
the after-harm? Yet many a maiden, who will
not grafp at the fire, will yet purchafe a wreath of
diamonds at the price of her health, her honour,
nay, and fhe herfelf knows it at the moment of her
choice,—at the facrifice of her peace and happinefs.
The fot would reje& the poifoned cup, yet the
trembling hand with which he raifes his daily or
hourly draught to his lips, has not left him ignorant
that this too is altogether a poifon. I know it will
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be objected, that the confequences forefeen are lefs
immediate ; that they are diffufed over a larger
fpace of time ; and that the flave of vice hopes
where no hope is. This, however, only removes
the queftion one ftep further : for why thohild the
diftance or diffufion of known confequences pro-
duce fo great a diffprence! Why are men the
dupes of the prefent moment ? Evidently becaufe
the conceptions are indiftinét in the one cafe, and
vivid in the other ; becaufe all confufed conceptions
render us refthefs ; and becaufe reftleflnefs can drive
us to vices that promife no enjoyment, no not even
the ceflation of that reftleflnefs. This isindeed the
dread punifhment attached by nature to habitual
vice, that its impulfes wax as its motives wane. No
object, not even the light of a folitary taper in the
far diftance, tempts the benighted mind from be-
fore ; but its own reftleflnefs dogs it from behind,
as with the iron goad of defting. What then is or
can be the preventive, the remedy, the counterac-
tion, but the habituation of the intelle&t to clear,
diftin&, and adequate conceptions concerning all
things that are the poffible objefts oficlear concep-
tion, and thus to referve the deep fcaings which
belong, as by a natural right to thofe obfcure ideas*

* I have not exprefled myfelf as clearly as I could with.
But the truth of the affertion, that deep feeling has a ten-
dency to combine with obfcure ideas, in preference to dif-
tinét and clear notions, may be proved by the hiftory of fa-
natics and fanaticifm in all ages and countries. The odium
theologicum is even proverbial: and it is the common com-
plaint of philofophers and philofophic hiftorians, that the
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that are neceflary.to the moral perfection of the
human being, notwithftanding, yea, even in confe-
quence, of their obfcurity—to referve thefe feelings,
I repeat, for objects, which their very fublimity
render? indefinite, no lefs than their indefinitenefs
renders them fublime,— nafnely, to the ideas of
being, form, life, the reafon, the law of confcience,
freedom, immortality, God? "To connect with the
objects of our fenfes the obfcure notions and con-
fequent vivid feelings, which are due only to im-
material and permanent things, is profanation rela-
tively to the heart, and fuperftition in the under-
ftanding. It is in this fenfe, that the philofophic
Apoftle calls covetoufnefs idolatry. Could we
emancipate ourfelves from the bedimming influ-
ences of cuftom, and the transforming witchcraft of
early aflociations, we fhould fee as numerous tribes
of fetifch-worthippers in the ftreets of London and
Paris, as we hear of on the coafts of Africa.

paffions of the difputants are commonly violent in propor-
tion to the fubtlety and obfcurity of the queftions in difpute.
Nor is this fa&t confined to profeflional theologians : for
whole nations have difplayed tﬂe fame agitations, and have
facrificed national policy to the more powerful intereft of a
controverted obfcurity,
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ESSAY XV.

A palace when ’tis that which it fhould be
Leaves grofving, and ftands fuch, or elfe decays;
Wi ith him who dwells there, ’tis not fo: for he
Should ftill urge upward, and his fortune raife.

Our bodies%had their morning, have ¢/eir noon,
And fhall not better—#4e next change is night;
But t/eir far larger gueft, t' whom fun and moon
Are fparks and fhort-lived, claims another right.

The noble foul by age grows luttier,

Her appetite and her digeftion mend ;

We muft not ftarve nor hope to pamper her
With woman’s milk and pap unto the end.

Provide you manlier diet! DONNE.*

AM fully aware, that what I am writ-

ing and have written (in thefe latter

 effays at leaft) will expofe me to the

cenfure of fome, as bewildering my-

felfand readers with metaphyfics ; to the ridicule of
others as a {chool-boy declaimer on old and wors-
out truifms or exploded fancies ; and to the objec-
tion of moft as obfcure. The laft real or fuppofed
defect has already received an anfwer both in the
preceding efays, and in the appendix to my firft

* Letter to Sir Henry Goodere. The words in italics
are fubftituted for the original.—Ed. -
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Lay-Sermon, entitled The Statgfman’s Manual. Of
the former two, I fhall take the prefent opportu-
nity of declaring my fentiments ; efpecially as I
have already received a hint that my idol, Milton,
has rez)refented metaphyfics as the fubject which
the bad fpirits in hell delight in difcuffing. And
truly, if I had exerted my fjibtlety and invention
in perfuading myfelf and others that we are but
living machines, and that, as one of the late fol-
lowérs of Hobbes and Hartley has exprefled the
frfem, the affaffin and his dagger 1re equally fit
obje&s of moral efteem and abhorrence ; or if with
a writer of wider influence and higher authority,
I had reduced all virtue to a felfith prudence eked
out by fuperftition,*—for, affuredly, a creed which
takes its central point in confcious felfithnefs, what-
ever be the forms or names that a& on the felfith
paffion, a ghoft or a conftable, can have but a dif-
tant relationfhip to that religion, which places its
eflence in our loving our neighbour as ourfelves,
and God above all,—I know not, by what argu-
ments I could repel the farcafm. But what are
my metaphyfics ! — Merely the referring of the

- % ¢ And from this account of obligation it follows, that
we are obliged to nothing but what we ourfelves are to gain
or lofe fomething by ; for nothing elfe can be a violent mo-
tive to us. As we fhould not be obliged to obey the laws,
or the magiftrate, unlefs rewards or punithments, pleafure
or pain, fomehow or other, depended upon our obedience ;
fo neither thould we, without the fame reafon, be obliged
to do what is right, to pratife virtue, or to obey the com-
mands of God.”™ Paley, Moral and Political Philofophy,
B. IL. c. 2, et pafim.—Ed,
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mind to its own confcioufnefs for truths indifpenf~
able to its own happinefs ! To what purpofe do
I, or am I about to, employ them ! To perplex
our cleareft notions and living moral inftin&s? To
deaden the feelings of will and free power,'to ex-
tinguifh the light of love and of confcience, to make
myfelf and others worthlefs, foullefs, God-lefs ?
No! to expofe the folly and thé legerdemain of
thofe who have thus abufed the blefled machine of
language 3 to fupport all old and venerable truths ;
and by them to fupport, to kindle, to project the
fpirit ; to make the reafon fpread light over our
feelings, to make our feelings, with their vital
warmth, actualize our reafon : —thefe are my ob-
jecls, thefe are my fubjets ; and are thefe the me-
taphyfics which the bad fpirits in hell delight in ?
But how fhall I avert the fcorn of thofe critics
who laugh at the oldnefs of my topics, evil and
good, neceflity and arbitrement, immortality and
the ultimate aim? By what fhall I regain their
favour? My themes muft be new, a French con-
ftitution ; a balloon ; a change of miniftry; a frefh
batch of kings on the Continent, or of peers in
our happier ifland ; or who had the beft of it of
two parliamentary gladiators, and whofe fpeech,
on the fubjeét of Europe bleeding at a thoufand
wounds, or our own country ftruggling for herfelf
and all human nature, was cheered by the greateft
number of ¢ laughs,” “loud laughs,” and ¢ very
loud laughs :”—(which, carefully marked by ita-
lics, form moft confpicuous and ftrange parenthefes
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in the newfpaper reports.) Or if I muft be philo-
fophical, the laft chemical difcoveries, — provided
I do not trouble my reader with the principle which
gives them their higheft intereft, and the charaéter
of int8lle@ual grandeur to the difcoverer; or the
laft fhower of ftones, and that they were fuppofed,
by certain philofophers, to have been projected
from fome volcano in the moon,— care being taken
not to add any of the cramp reafons for this opi-
nion! Something new, however, it muft be, quite
new and quite out of themfelves ! for whatever is
within them, whatever is deep within them, muft
be as old as the firft dawn of human reafon. But
to find no contradition in the union of old and
new, to contemplate the Ancient of days with
feelings as frefh, as if they then fprang forth at his
own fiat —this chara&terizes the minds that feel
the riddle of the world, and may help to unravel
it! To carry on the feelings of childhood into
the powers of manhood, to combine the child’s
fenfe of wonder and novelty with the appearances
which every day for perhaps forty years has ren-
dered familiar,
With fun and moon and ftars throughout the year,

* And man and woman
this is the charater and privilege of genius, and
one of the marks which diftinguith genius from
talent. And fo to reprefent familiar objeéts as to
awaken the minds of others to a like frefhnefs of
fenfation concerning them —that conftant accom-
paniment of mental, no lefs than of bodily, health
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—to the fame modeft queftioning of a felf-difco-
vered and intelligent ignorance, which, like the
deep and mafly foundations of a2 Roman bridge,
forms half of the whole ftrufture—(prud¢ns in-
terrogatio dimidium fcientie, fays Lord Bacon)—
this is the prime merit of genius, and its moft une-
quivocal mode of manifeftation. Who has not, a
thoufand times, feen it fnow upon water ! Who
has not feen it with a new feeling, fince he has
read Burns’s comparifon of fenfual pleafure,

To fnow that falls upon a river,
A moment white—then gone for ever!*

In philofophy equally, as in poetry, genius pro-
duces the ftrongeft impreflions of novelty, while it
refcues the ftaleft and moft admitted truths from
the impotence caufed by the very circumftance
of their univerfal admiffion. Extremes meet ;—
a proverb, by the by, to colle€t and explain all the
inftances and exemplifications of which, would
conftitute and exhauft all philofophy. Truths, of
all others the moft awful and myfterious, yet being
at the fame time of univerfal intereft, are too often
confidered as fo true that they lofe all the powers
of truth, and lie bed-ridden in the dormitory of the
foul, fide by fide with the moft defpifed and eX-
ploded errors.

But as the clafs of critics, whofe contempt I
have anticipated, commonly confider themfelves as
men of the world, inftead of hazarding additional

* Tam O’Shanter.—Ed.
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fneers by appealing to the authorities of reclufe
philofophers, — for fuch, in fpite of all hiftory, the
men who have diftinguifhed themfelves by pro-
found thought, are generally deemed, from Plato
and Afiftotle to Cicero, and from Bacon to Berke-
ley —1I will refer them to the darling of the po-
lithed court of Auguftus, to the man, whofe works
have been in all ages deemed the models of good
fenfe, and are ftill the pocket-companion of thofe
who pride themfelves on uniting the fcholar with
the gentleman. This accomplithed man of the
world has given us an account of the fubjeéts of
converfation between himfelf and the illuftrious
ftatefmen who governed, and the brighteft lumi-
naries who then adorned, the empire of the civi-
lized world :

Sermo oritur non de villis domibufve alienis,
Nec male, necne, lepus faltet.  Sed quod magis ad nos
Pertinet, et nefcire malum eff, agitamus : utrumne
Diwitiis homines, an fint virtute beati ?
RQuidve ad amicitias, ufus rectumne, trakat nos;
Et que fit natura boni, fummumque quid ¢jus,—HOR.*

Berkeley indeed afferts, and is fupported in his
aflertion by Lord Bacon and Sir Walter Raleigh,
that without an habitual intereft in thefe fubjets,

*® Serm. II. vi. 71. Converfation arifes not concerning
the country feats or families of ftrangers, nor whether the
dancing hare performed well or ill. “But we difcufs what
more nearly concerns us, and which it is an evil not to
know : whether men are made happy by riches or by vir-
tue : whether intereft or a love of virtue fhould lead us to
friendfhip ; and in what confifts the nature of good, and
what is the ultimate or fupreme good—tke fummum bonum.
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a man may be a dexterous intriguer, but never can
be a ftatefman. Would to Heaven that the ver-
dié& to be pafled on my labours depended on thofe
who leaft needed them! The water lily in the
midft of waters lifts up its broad leaves, 2nd ex-
pands its peta]s at the firft pattering of the thower,
and rejoices in the rain with a quicker fympathy,
than the parched fhrub in the fandy defert,

God created man in his own image. To be the
image of his own eternity created he man! Of eter-
nity and felf-exiftence what other likenefs is poffi-
ble, but immortality and moral felf-determination?
In addition to fenfation, perception, and practical
judgment—inftinétive or acquirable — concerning
the notices furnifhed by the organs of perception,
all which in kind at'leaft, the dog poffeffes in com-
mon with his mafter ; in addition to thefe, God
gave us reafon, and with reafon he gave us reflec-
tive felf-confcioufnefs ; gave us principles, diftin-
guifhed from the maxims and generalizations of
outward experience by their abfolute and eflential
univerfality and neceflity ; and above all, by fuper-
adding to reafon the myfterious faculty of free-will
and confequent perfonal amenability, he gave us
confcience — that law of confcience, which in the
power, and as the indwelling word, of a holy and
omnipotent legiflator commands us—from among
the numerous ideas mathematical and philofophi-
cal, which the reafon by the neceflity of its own
excellence creates for itfelf,—unconditionally com-
mands us to attribute reality, and actual exiftence,
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to thofe ideas and to thofe only, without which the
confcience itfelf would be bafelefs and contradic-
tory, to the ideas of foul, of free-will, of immor-
tality, and of God. To God, as the reality of the
confcidnee and the fource of all obligation; to free-
will, as the power of the huinan being to maintain
the obedience, which God through the confcience
has commanded, againft all the might of nature ;
and to the lmmortahty of the four, as a ftate in
which the weal and woe of man fhall be propor-
tioned to his moral worth. With thjs faith all na-

ture,
—~———— all the mighty world
Of eye and car

prefents itfelf to us, now as the aggregated mate-
rial of duty, and now as a vifion of the Moft High
revealing to us the mode, and time, and particular
inftance of applying and realizing that univerfal
rule, pre-eftablithed in the heart of our reafon.
“The difpleafure of fome readers,” to ufe Berke-
ley’s words, + ¢ may, perhaps, be incurred by my
having furprized them into certain refleions and
inquiries, for which they have no curiofity. But
perhaps fome others may be pleafed to find them-
JHves carried into ancient times, even though they
Jhould confider the hoary maxims, defended in thefe
effays, barely as hints to awaken and exercife the

* Wordfworth. Lines near Tintern Abbey.—Ed.
t+ Siris, 350. The words in italics are fubftituted for the
original,—Ed,



144 THE FRIEND.

inquifitive reader, on points not beneath the atten-
tion of the ableft men. Thofe great men, Pytha-
goras, Plato, and Ariftotle, men the moft confum-
mate in politics, who founded ftates, or inftruéted
princes, or wrote moft accurately on public go-
vernment, were at the fame time the moft acute
at all abftra&ted and fublime fpeculations ;—the
cleareft light being ever neceffary to guide the moft
important aétibns. And whatever the world may
opine, he who hath not much meditated upon God,
the human mind, and the fummum bonum, may pof-
fibly make a thriving earth-worm, but will moft
indubitably make a blundering patriot and a forry
ftatefman.”




ESSAY XVI.
)

Blind is that foul whick from this trutk can fwerve,
No ftate ftands fure, but on the grounds of right,
Of virtue, knowledge ; judgment to preferve,

And all the pow’rs of learning requifite :

Though other fhifts a prefent turn may frve,

Yet in the trial they will weigh too light.

DANIEL.*

EARNESTLY entreat the reader
not to be diffatisfied either with him-
felf or with the author, if he fhould
0 B not at once underftand every part of
the preceding effay ; but rather to confider it as a
mere annunciation of a magnificent theme, the
different parts of which are to be demonftrated
and developed, explained, illuftrated, and exem-
plified in the progrefs of the work. I likewife
entreat him to perufe with attention and with
candour, the weighty extra® from the judicious
Hooker, prefixed as the motto to a following ef-
fay.+ In works of reafoning, as diftinguifhed from
narrations of events or ftatements of fa&s; but

* Mufophilus. 'The line in italics is fubftituted.—Ed.

1 Effay IV. Se&. On the Principles of Political Know-
ledge. See Eccl. Pol. I. c. I. 2.—Ed.

VOL. I. L
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more particularly in works, the objeét of which is
to make us better acquainted with our own nature,
a writer, whofe meaning is everywhere compre-
hended as quickly as his fentences can be read,
mayindeed have produced an amufing compbfition,
nay, by awakening aitd re-enlivening our recollec-
tions, a ufeful one ; but moft affuredly he will not
have added either to the ftock of our knowledge,
or to the vidour of our intelleét. For how can
we gather ftrength, but by exercife? How can a
truth, new tp us, be made our own without exa-
mination and felf-queftioning — any new truth, I
mean, that relates to the properties of the mind,
and its various faculties and affeGtions? But what-
ever demands effort, requires time. Ignorance
feldom vaults into knowledge, but paffes into it
through an intermediate ftate of obfcurity, even as
night into day through twilight. All fpeculative
truths begin with a poftulate, even the truths of
geometry. They all fuppofe an aét of the will;
for in the moral being lies the fource of the intel-
le@ual. The firft ftep to knowledge, or rather
the previous condition of all infight into truth, is
to dare commune with our very and permanent
felf. It is Warburton’s remark, not the Friends,
that of all literary exercitations, whether defigned
for the ule or entertainment of the world, there
are none of o much importance, or fo immediately
our concern, as thofe which let us into the know-
ledge of our own nature. Others may exercife
the underftanding or amufe the imagination ; but
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thefe only can improve the heart and form the
human mind to wifdom.

The reclufe hermit ofttimes more doth know

Of the «world’s inmoft wkeels, than worldlings can.

As han is of the world, the heart of man

Is an epitome of God’s great book

Of creatures, and men need no farther look.

. DoNNE.*

The higher a man’s ftation, the more arduous
and full of peril his duties, the more comprchenfive
fhould his forefight be, the more rooted his tran-
quillity concerning life and death. But thefe are
gifts which no experience can beftow, but the ex-
perience from within : and there is a noblenefs of
the whole perfonal being, to which the contem-
plation of all events and phznomena in the light of
the three mafter ideas, announced in the foregoing
pages, can alone elevate the fpirit. Anima fapiens,
fays Giordano Bruno,—and let the fublime piety
of the paffage excufe fome intermixture of error,
or rather let the words, as they well may, be in-
terpreted in a fafe fenfe— anima fapiens non timet
mortem, immo interdum illam ultro appetit, illi ultro
occurrit,  Manet quippe fubflantiam omnem pro
duratione eternitas, pro loco immenfitas, pro altu
oniformitas. Non levem igitur ac futilem, atqui
graviffimam perfeétoque homine digniffimam contem-
plationis partem perfequimur, ubi divinitatis, na-
tureque [plendorem, fufionem, et communicationem,
non in ciboy potu, et ignobiliore quadam materia cum

* Eclogue. ‘Fhe words in italics.are fubftituted.—Ed:
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attonitorum feculo perquirimus; fed in augufta Om-
nipotentis regia, immenfo etheris [patio, in infinita
nature gemine omnis fientis et omnia facientis po-
tentia, unde tot aflrorum, mundorum, inquam, et
numinum, uni altiffimo concinentium atquef/altan-
tium abfque numero atyue fine juxta propofitos ubique
fines atque ordines contemplamur. Sic ex vifibilium
@terno, immenfo et innumerabili effeltu [empiterna
immenfa illa majeftas atque bonitas intelletta con-
Jpicitur, proque fua dignitate innumerabilium deorum
(mundorum dézo) adffientia, concinentia, et glrie
ipfius enarratione, immo ad oculos expreffa concione
glorificatur.  Cui immenfo menfum non quadrabit
domicilium atque templum ;s — ad cujus majeflatis
plenitudinem agnofcendam atque percolendam, nu-
merabilium miniftrorum nullus ¢ffet ordo. Eia igitur
ad omniformis Dei omniformem imaginem conjelie-
mus oculosy, vivum et magnum illius admiremur
Simulacrum !— Hinc miraculum magnum a Trifme-
gifto appellabatur homo, qui in Deum tranfeat quafi
ipfe fit Deus, qui conatur omnia fieri ficut Deus eff
omnia ; ad objectum fine fine, ubique tamen finiendo,
contendst, ficut infinitus ¢ff Deus, immenfus, ubique
totus.*

% De monade, &@c. A wile fpirit does not fear death,
nay, fometimes—as in cafes of voluntary martyrdom—feeks
and goes forth to meet it, of its own accord. For there
awaits all adtual beings, for duration eternity, for place
immenfity, for a&ion omniformity. We purfue, there-
fore, a {pecies of contemplation not light or futile, but the
weightieft and moft worthy of an accomplithed man, while
we examine and feek for the fplendour, the interfufion, and
communication of the Divinity and of nature, not in meats
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If this be regarded as the fancies of an enthu-
fiaft, by fuch as

deem themfelves moft free,
Wken they within this grofs and vifible fphere
Chiin down the winged foul, fcoffing afcent,

Proud in their meannefs, — *

by fuch as pronounce every man out of his fenfes
who has not loft his reafon ;’even fuch men may
find fome weight in the hiftorical tact that from
perfons, who had previoufly ftrengthened their in-
tellects and feelings by the contemplation of prin-
ciples — principles, the attions correfpondent to
which involve one half of their confequences, by
their ennobling influence on the agent’s own foul,
and have omnipotence, as'the pledge for the re-

or drink, or any yet ignoble.matter, with the race of the
thunder-ftricken ; but in the auguft palace of the Omni-
potent, in the illimitable ctherial fpace, in the infinite
power, that creates all things, and is the abiding being of
all things.

There we may contemplate the hoft of ftars, of worlds
and their guardian deities, numbers without number, each
in its appointed {phere, finging together, and dancing in
adoration of the One Moft High. Thus from the per-
petual, immenfe, and innumerable goings on of the vifible
world, that fempiternal and abfolutely infinite Majefty is in-
telle€tually beheld, and is glorified according to his glory,
by the attendance and choral fym})honics of innumerab{e

ds, who utter forth the glory of their ineffable Creator
in the expreflive language of vifion! To him illimitable,
a limited temple wilf not correfpond —to the acknowledg-
ment and due worthip of the plenitude of his majefty there
would be no proportion in any numerable army of minif-

* Poetical Works, I. p. 99.—Ed,
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mainder — we have derived the fureft and moft
general maxims of prudence. Of high value are
they all. Yet there is one among them worth all
the reft, which in the fulleft and primary fenfe of
the word is, indeed, the maxim, that is, maximum,
of human prudence 3’ and of which hiftory itfelf
in all that makes it moft worth ftudying, is one
continued comment and exemplification. It is
this: that there is a wifdom higher than pru-
dence, to which prudence ftands in the fame rela-
tion as the mafon and carpenter to the genial and
fcientific architet; and it is from the habits of
thinking and feeling, which in this wifdlom had

trant {pirits. Let us then caft our eyes upon the omni-
form image of the attributes of the all-creating Supreme,
nor admit any reprefentation of his excellency but the
living univerfe, which he has created | — Thence was man
entitﬁ:d by Trifmegiftus, the great miracle, inafmuch as he
has been made capable of entering into union with God,
as if he were himfelf a divine nature; tries to become all
thix’\]gs, even as in God all things are ; and in limitlefs pro-
greflion of limited ftates of being, urges onward to the
ultimate aim, even as God is fimultaneoufly infinite, and
every where all |

Giordano Bruno, the friend of Sir Philip Sidney and
Fulk Greville, was burnt under pretence of atheifm, at
Rome, on the 17th of February, 1599-1600. (Scioppio
ends his narrative in thefe words : Sic ufulatus mifere periit,
renunciaturus, credo, in reliquis illis, quos finxit, mundis,
quonam paclo homines blafpkemi et impii a Romanis traftars
Jolent.  Hic itague modus in Roma eff, quo contra homines
impios et monfira hujufmodi procedi a nobis folet.—Ed.) His
works are perhaps the fcarceft books ever printed. They
are fingularly interefting as portraits of a vigorous mind
ftruggling after truth, amid many prejudices, which from
the ftate of the Romifh Church, in which he was born,
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their firft formation, that our Nelfons and Wel-
lingtons inherit that glorious hardihood, which
completes the undertaking, ere the contemptuous
calculgtor, who has left nothing omitted in his
fcheme of probabilities, except the might of the
~human mind, has finithed his pretended proof of
its impoffibility. You look to faéts, and profefs
to take experience for your guide. Well! I too
appeal to experience : and let faéls' be the ordeal
of my pofition! Therefore, although I have in
this and the preceding eflays quosed more fre-
quently and copioufly than I fhall permit myfelf
to do in future, I owe it to the caufe I am plead-

have a claim to much indulgence. One of them (entitled
Ember Week) is curious for its lively accounts of the rude
ftate of London, at that time, both as to the ftreets and the
manners of the citizens. (La cena de le ceneri. See par-
ticularly the fecond dialogue.—Ed.) The moft induftrious
hiftorians of fpeculative philofophy, have not been able to
rocure more than a few of his works. Accidentally I
ave been more fortunate in this refpect, than thofe who
have written hitherto on the unhappy philofopher of Nola;
as out of eleven works, the titles of which are preferved
to us, I have had an opportunity of perufing fix. I was
told, when in Germany, that there is a complete colle&tion
of them in the royal ﬁbrary at Copenhagen. If fo, it is
nique.
i (Wagner has colleéted and publifhed feven of the Italian
works of Bruno: Leipzig, 1830. Thefe are, I Cande-
lajo; La cena de le ceneri; De la caufa, principio etuno ;
De infinito, univerfo e mondi ; Spaccio de la beflia trion-
Jante ; Cabala del caballo Pegafeo; and De gli eroici furori.
Two others are mentioned by Bruno, himfelf in the Cexa,
&c.; namely, L'arca di Noé, and Purgatorio dell® inferno.
Wagner could not difcover thefe. The titles of twenty-
three works in Latin are given by Wagner.—Ed.)
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ing, not to deny myfelf the gratification of fup-
porting this conneétion of practical heroifm with
previous habits of philofophic thought, by a fingu-
larly appropriate paffage from an author whofe
works can be called rare only from their being, I
fear, rarely read, however commonly talked of.
It is the inftance of Xenophon as ftated by Lord
Bacon, who would himfelf furnih an equal in-
ftance, if theré could be found an equal commen-
tator.

« It is of Xenophon the philofopher, who went
from Socrates’s fchool into Afia, in the expedition
of Cyrus the younger, againft King Artaxerxes.
This Xenophon, at that time, was very young, and
never had feen the wars before ; neither had any
command in the army, but only followed the war as
a volunteer, for the love and converfation of Prox-
enus, his friend. He was prefent when Falinus
came in meflage from the great King to the Gre-
cians, after that Cyrus was flain in the field, and
they, a handful of men, left to themfelves in the
midft of the King’s territories, cut off from their
country by many navigable rivers, and many hun-
dred miles. The meflage imported, that they
fhould deliver up their arms and fubmit themfelves
to the King’s mercy. To which meflage, before
anfwer was made, divers of the army conferred fa-
miliarly with Falinus, and amongft the reft Xeno-
phon happened to fay : ¢ Why, Falinus! we have
now but thefe two things left, our arms and our
virtue ; and if we yield up our arms, how fhall we
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make ufe of our virtue?> Whereto Falinus, fmil-
ing on him, faid, ¢ If I be not deceived, young gen-
tleman, you are an Athenian, and I believe, you
ftudy philofophy, and it is pretty that you fay ; but
you are much abufed, if you think your virtue can
withftand the King’s power. Here was the fcorn:
the wonder followed —whlch was, that this young
fcholar or phllofopher, after all the _captains were
murdered in parley, by treafon, condu@ed thofe
ten thoufand foot through the heart of all the King’s
high countries from Babylon to Gracia, in fafety,
in defpite of all the King’s forces, to the aftonifth-
ment of the world, and the encouragement of the
Grecians, in time fucceeding, to make invafion
upon the kings of Perfia; as was after purpofed
by Jafon the Theffalian, attempted by Agefilaus
the Spartan, and achieved by Alexander the Ma-
cedonian, all upon the ground of the a& of that
young fcholar.” *

Often have I refleéted with awe on the great
and difproportionate power, which an individual of
no extraordinary talents or attainments may exert,
by merely throwing off all reftraint of confcience.
What then muft not be the power, where an in-
dividual, of confummate wickednefs, can organize
into the unity and rapidity of an individual will all
the natural and artificial forces of a populous and
wicked nation? And could we bring within the
field of imagination, the devaftation effected in the

* Advancement of Learning. B.I.—Ed.
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moral world, by the violent removal of old cuf-
toms, familiar fympathies, willing reverences, and
habits of fubordination almoft naturalized into in-
ftin& ; of the mild influences of reputatiqn, and
the other ordinary props aid aidances of our infirm
virtue, or at leaft, if virtue be too high a name, of
our well-doing ; and above all, if we could give
form and body to all the effects produced on the
principles and' difpofitions of nations by the infec-
tious feelings of infecurity, and the foul-fickening
fenfe of unfteadinefs in the whole edifice of civil
fociety ; the horrors of battle, though the miferies
of a whole war were brought together before our
eyes in one difaftrous field, would prefent but a
tame tragedy in comparifon, Nay it would even
prefent a fight of comfort and of elevation, if this
field of carnage were the fign and refult of a na-
tional refolve, of a general will, fo to die, that nei-
ther deluge nor fire fhould take away the name of
country from their graves, rather than to tread the
fame clods of carth, no longer a country, and them-
felves alive in nature, but dead in infamy. What
is Greece at this prefent moment ? It is the coun-
try of the heroes from Codrus to Philopzmen ; and
fo it would be, though all the fands of Africa fhowdd
cover its corn-fields and olive gardens, and not a
flower were left on Hymettus for a bee to mur-
mur in.

If then the power with which wickednefs can
inveft the human being be thus tremendous, greatly
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does it behove us to inquire into its fource and
caufes. So doing we fhall quickly difcover that it
is not vice, as vice, which is thus mighty ; but
fyﬁem‘mc vice. Vice felf-confiftent and entire ;
crime correfponding to crime ; v111any entrenched
and barricadoed by villany$ this is the condition
and main conftituent of its power. The abandon-
ment of all principle of rnght enables the foul to
choofe and aét upon a principle of wrong, and to
fubordinate to this one principle all the various vices
of human nature. For it is 2 moursful truth, that
as devaftation is incomparably an eafier work than
production, fo may all its means and inftruments
be more eafily arranged into a fcheme and fyftem:
even as in a fiege every building and garden, which
the faithful governor muft deftroy, as impeding
the defenfive means of the garrifon, or furnifhing
means of offence to the befieger, occafions a wound
in feelings which virtue herfelf has foftered: and
virtue, becaufe it is virtue, lofes perforce part of
her energy in the reluctance with which the pro-
ceeds to a bufinefs fo repugnant to her withes, as
a choice of evils. But he, who has once faid with
his whole heart, Evil, be thou my good ! has re-
raoved a world of obftacles by the very decifion,
that he will have no obftacles but thofe of force
and brute matter. 'The road of juftice

Curves round the corn-field and the hill of vines,
Honouring the holy bounds of property ; —

* Pocetical Works, III. p. 24.—Ed.
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but the path of the lightning is ftraight; and
ftraight the fearful path
Of the cannon-ball. Direét it flies and rapid,
Shatt’ring that it may reach, and fhatt’ring what it riaches."’
Happily for mankind, however, the obftacleswhich
a confiftently evil mind no longer finds in itfelf, it
finds in its own unfuitablenefs to human nature. A
limit is fixed fo its power : but within that limit,
both as to the extent and duration of its influence,
there is little hope of checking its career, if giant
and united vftes are oppofed only by mixed and
fcattered virtues ; and thofe too, probably, from the
want of fome combining principle, which afligns
to each its due place and rank, at civil war with
themfelves, or at beft perplexing and countera&-
ing each other. In our late agony of glory and of
peril, did we not too often hear even good men de-
claiming on the horrors and crimes of war, and
foftening or ftaggering the minds of their brethren
by details of individual wretchednefs? Thus un-
der pretence of avoiding blood, they were with-
drawing the will from the defence of the very
fource of thofe bleflings without which the blood
would flow idly in our veins! Thus left a few
fhould fall on the bulwarks in glory, they were
preparing us to give up the whole ftate to bafe-
nefs, and the children of free anceftors to become
flaves, and the fathers of flaves !

Machiavelli has well obferved, Sono di tre gene-

* Poetical Works, III. p. 23.—Ed.
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razioni cervelli : Puno intendg per [e; Daltro in-
tende quanto da altri gli ¢ v*'h; e il terzo non
intende né per [e fleffo, né per dimofirazione di
altri* “ There are brains of three races. The
one underftands of itfelf ; the fecond underftands
as much as is thewn it by others; the third nei-
ther underftands of itfelf nor what is thewn it by
others.” t I fhould have no hefitation in placing
that man in the third clafs of brains, for whom the
hiftory of the laft twenty years has not fupplied a
copious comment on the preceding text. The
wideft maxims of prudence are like arms without
hearts, disjoined from thofe feelings which flow
forth from principle as from a fountain. So little
are even the genuine maxims of expedience likely
to be perceived or acted upon by thofe who have
been habituated to admit nothing higher than ex-
pedience, that I dare hazard the affertion, that in
the whole chapter of contents of European ruin,
every article might be unanfwerably deduced from
the negleét of fome maxim which has been re-
peatedly laid down, demonftrated, and enforced
with a hoft of illuftrations, in fome one or other

I Primipe, ¢ xxii,—Ed.
+ Obrog iy mznpnnoc, % abre wivra mrn,

Opun'a,umc 74 % iwsira ua? ic Téhog now dpuslyw®

Ec@)\&c & al mumc, 3w mrov-rc winras.

0: 3% as pin’ abros voin, ,u.»'r ANNov dxovey

*Ey oo Béirnnras, 8 & als’ axphioc dvip.

Op. et Dies. 293, &c.
Cic. p. Cluent. c. 31, Liv. xxii. 29. Diog. Laer, vii. 1.
21.—Ed,
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of the works of Machiavelli, Bacon, or Harring-
ton. Indeed I cafl remember no one event of
importance which was not diftinétly foretold, and
this not by a lucky prize drawn among a thoufand
blanks out of the lottery wheel of conjecture, but
legitimately deduced 4s certain confequences from
eftablithed premiffes. It would be a melancholy,
but a very profitable ‘employment, for fome vigor-
ous mind, infimately acquainted with the recent
hiftory of Europe, to collet the weightieft aphor-
ifms of Mackiavelli alone, and illuftrating by ap-
propriate fallts the breach or obfervation of each,
to render lefs myfterious the prefent triumph of
lawlefs violence. The apt motto to fuch a work
would be,— The children of darknefs are wifer in
their generation than the children of light.

So grievoufly, indeed, have men been deceived
by the thowy theories of unlearned mock thinkers,
that there feems a tendency in the public mind to
fthun all thought, and to expe& help from any
quarter rather than from ferioufnefs and reflec-
tion; as if fome invifible power would think for
us, when we gave up the pretence of thinking for
ourfelves, But in the firft place, did thofe, who
oppofed the theories of innovators, conduét their
untheoretic oppofition with more wifdom or to a
happier refult? And fecondly, are focieties now
conftruéted an principles fo few and fo fimple,
that we could, if even we wifhed it, a&t as it were
by inftin&, like our diftant forefathers in the in-
fancy of ftates? Doubtlefs, to a& is nobler than
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to think : but as the old man doth not become a
child by means of his fecond childifhnefs, as little
can a nation exempt itfelf from the neceflity of
thinkipg which has once learnt to think. Mifer-
able was the delufion of the late mad realizer of
mad dreams, in his belief thut he thould ultimately
fucceed in transforming the nations of Europe into
the unreafoning hordes of a'Babylonian or Tartar
empire, or even in reducing the age to the fim-
plicity — fo defirable for tyrants — of thofe times,
when the fword and the plough wege the fole im-
plements of human fkill. Thofe are epochs in
the hiftory of a people which having been can
never more recur. Extirpate all civilization and
all its arts by the fword, trample down all ancient
inftitutions, rights, diftin&ions, and privileges, drag
us backward to our old barbarifm, as beafts to the
den of Cacus—deem you that thus you could re-
create the unexamining and boifterous youth of
the world, when the fole queftions were—¢ What
is to be conquered? and who is the moft famous
leader ? '
In an age in which artificial knowledge is re-
ceived almoft at the birth, intellet and thought
#lone can be our upholder and judge. Let the
importance of this truth procure pardon for its
repetition. Only by means of ferioufnefs and
meditation and the free infli¢tion of cenfure in
the fpirit of love, can the true philanthropift of
the prefent time, curb-in himfelf and his contem-
poraries ; only by thefe can he aid in preventing
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the evils which threaten us, not from the terrors
of an enemy fo much as from our own fear of,
and averfion to, the toils of refle&tion. For all
muft now be taught in fport —{cience, m?rality,
yea, religion itfelf. And yet few now fport from
the actual impulfe of a believing fancy and in a
happy delufion. Of the moft influential clafs, at
leaft, of our literary guides — the anonymous au-
thors of our 'periodical publications — the moft
part afflume this charalter from cowardice or
malice, till having begun with ftudied ignorance
and a premeditated levity, they at length realize
the lie, and end indeed in a pitiable deftitution of
all intelletual power.

To many I fhall appear to fpeak infolently, be-
caufe the public,—(for that is the phrafe which has
fucceeded to The Town, of the wits of the reign
of Charles I1.)—the public is at prefent accuftomed
to find itfelf appealed to as the infallible judge, and
each reader complimented with excellencies, which
if he really poffefled, to what purpofe is he a reader,
unlefs, perhaps, to remind himfelf of his own fu-
periority | I confefs that I think very differently.
I have not a deeper convition on earth, than that
the principles of tafte, morals, and religion, which
are taught in the commoneft books of recent com-
pofition, are falfe, injurious, and debafing. If thefe
fentiments fhould be juft, the confequences muft be
fo important, that every well-educated man, who
profefles them in fincerity, deferves a patient hear-
ing. He may fairly appeal even to thofe whofe
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perfuafions are moft oppofed to his own, in the
words of the philofopher of Nola:— Ad iffhzc
queefo vos, qualiaamque primo videantur afpectu, ad-
tendtte ut qui vobis forfan infanire videar, faltem
quibus mjhmam rationibus tognoﬁat:s What I feel
deeply, freely will I utter. Truth is not detraétion ;
and afluredly we do not hate him to whom we tell
the truth. But with whomfoever we play the de-
ceiver and flatterer, him at the bottom we defpife.
We are, indeed, under a neceffity to conceive a
vilenefs in him, in order to diminifly the fenfe of
the wrong we have committed, by the worthlefl-
nefs of the object.

Through no excefs of confidence in the ftrength
of my talents, but with the deepeft affurance of the
juftice of my caufe, I bid defiance to all the flat-
terers of the folly and foolith felf-opinion of the
half-inftruted many ;—to all who fill the air with
feftal explofions and falfe fires fent up againft the
lightnings of heaven, in order that the people may
neither diftinguith the warning flath nor hear the
threatening thunder! How recently did we ftand
alone in the world? And though the one ftorm
has blown over, anather may even now be gather-
irg: or haply the hollow murmur of the earth-
quake within the bowels of our own commonweal
may ftrike a direr terror than ever did the tempeft
of forelgn warfare. Therefore, though the firft
quatrain is no longer applicable, yet the moral truth
and the fublime exhortation of the following fonnet
can never be fuperannuated. With it I conclude

VOL. I. M
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this effay, thanking God that I have communed
with, honoured, and loved its wife and high-minded
author. To know that fuch men are among us,
is of itfelf an antidote againft defpondence.,—

Another year l—another deadly blow |

Another mighty en.pire overthrown !

And we are lef{, or fhall be left, alone;

The laft that daresto ftruggle with the foe.

*Tis well ! from this day Forward we fhall know

That in odrfelves our fafety muft be fought;

That by our own right hands it muft be wrought;

That we muft ftand unpropt or be laid low.

O daftard i whom fuch foretafte doth not cheer!

We fhall exult, if they, who rule the land,

Be men who hold its many bleflings dear,

Wife, upright, valiant; not a venal band,

Who are to judge of danger which they fear,

And honour, which they do not underftand.
WORDSWORTH.
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THE LANDING-PLACE.

ESSAY L

O blefled letters! that combine in one

All ages paft, and make one live with all :
By you we do confer with who are gone,
And the dead-living unto council call!
By you the unborn fhall have communion
Of what we feel and what doth us befall.

Since writings are the veins, the arteries,

And undecaying life-ftrings of thofe hearts,

That fill fhall pant and fhill fhall exercife

Their mightieft powers when nature none imparts :

And the ftrong conflitution of their praife

Wear out the infeftion of diftemper’d days.
DaNIEL's MUSOPHILUS.

EXAYHE intelligence, which produces or
3] .1 s controuls human acions and occur-
Q Sl y rences, is often reprefented by the
B¢der3d Myftics under the name and notion
of the fupreme harmonift. I do not myfelf approve
of thefe metaphors: they feem to imply a reftlefl-
nefs to underftand that which is not among the ap-
pointed obje&s of our comprehenfion or difcurfive
faculty. But certainly there is one excellence in
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good mufic, to which, without myfticifm, we may
find or make an analogy in the records of hiftory.
I allude to that fenfe of recognition, which accom-
panies our fenfe of novelty in the moft griginal
paflages of a great compofer. If we liften to a
fymphony of Cimarofa, the prefent ftrain ftill feems
not only to recall, but almoft to renew, fome paft
movement, another ahd yet the fame! Each pre-
fent movemerit bringing back as it were, and em-
bodying the fpirit of fome melody that had gone
before, anticipates and feems trying to overtake
fomething that is to come: and the mufician has
reached the fummit of his art, when having thus
modified the prefent by the paft, he at the fame
time weds the paft in the prefent to fome prepared
and correfponfive future. The auditor’s thoughts
and feelings move under the fame influence: re-
trofpection blends with anticipation, and hope and
memory, a female Janus, become one power with
a double afpe&t. A fimilar effet the reader may
produce for himfelf in the pages of hiftory, if he
will be content to fubftitute an intelle€tual compla-
cency for pleafurable fenfation. The events and
chara&ers of one age, like the ftrains in mufic,
recall thofe of another, and the variety by which
each is individualized, not only gives a charm and
poignancy to the refemblance, but likewife renders
the whole more intelligible. Meantime ample room
is afforded for the exercife both of the judgment
and the fancy, in diftinguifhing cafes of real refem-
blance from thofe of intentional imitation, the ana-
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logies of nature, revolving upon herfelf, from the
mafquerade figures of cunning and vanity.

It};s not from identity of opinions, or from fimi-
larity pf events and outward actions, that a real
refemblance in the radical charater can be de-
duced. On the contrary, men of great and ftir-
ring powers, who are deftined to mould the age
in which they are born, muft firft mould themfelves
upon it. Mohammed born twelve tenturies later,
and in the heart of Europe, would not have been
a falfe prophet; nor would a falfe prophet of the
prefent generation have been a Mohammed in the
feventh century. I have myfelf, therefore, de-
rived the deepeft intereft from the comparifon of
men, whofe characters at firft view appear widely
diffimilar, who yet have produced fimilar effeéts
on their different ages, and this by the exertion of
powers which on examination will be found far
more alike, than the altered drapery and coftume
would have led us to fufpe@. Of the heirs of
fame few are more refpeGted by me, though for
very different qualities, than Erafmus and Luther ;
fcarcely any one has a larger fhare of my averfion
than Voltaire; and even of the better-hearted
Roufleau I was never more than a very lukewarm
admirer. I fhould perhaps too rudely affront the
general opinion, if I avowed my whole creed con-
cerning the proportions of real talent between the
two purifiers of revealed religion, now negleted as
obfolete, and the two modern confpirators againft
its authority, who are ftill the Alpha and Omega
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of continental genius. Yet when I abftra& the
queftions of evil and good, and meafure only tz’e ef-
fects produced and the mode of producing them,
I have repeatedly found the names of V gtaire,
Rouffeau, and Robefpierre, recall in a fimilar cluf~
ter and connection the fe of Erafmus, Luther, and
Muncer.

Thofe who are fanfiliar with the works of Eraf-
mus, and who* know the influence of his wit, as
the pioneer of the Reformation ; and who likewife
know, that by.his wit, added to the vaft variety of
knowledge communicated in his works, he had
won over by anticipation fo large a part of the po-
lite and lettered world to the Proteftant party ; will
be at no lofs in dlfcovermg the intended counter-
part in the life and writings of the veteran French-
man. They will fee, indeed, that the knowledge
of the one was folid through its whole extent, and
that of the other extenfive at a cheap rate, by its
fuperficiality ; that the wit of the one is always
bottomed on found fenfe, peoples and enriches the
mind of the reader with an endlefs variety of dif-
tint images and living interefts; and that his
broadeft laughter is every where tranflatable into
grave and weighty truth: while the wit of thee
Frenchman, without imagery, without charaer,
and without that pathos which gives the magic
charm to genuine humour, confifts, when it is
moft perfect, in happy turns of phrafe, but far too
often in fantaftic incidents, outrages of the pure
imagination, and the poor low trick of combining
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the ridiculous with the venerable, where he, who
does got laugh, abhors. Neither will they have
forgotlen, that the object of the one was to drive
the thi§ves and mummers out of the temple, while
the other was propelling a worfe banditti, firft to
profane and pillage, and ultlmately to raze it. Yet
not the lefs will they percewe, that the effets re-
main parallel, the circumftahces analogous, and
the inftruments the fame. In each cafe the ef-
fe&ts extended over Europe, were attefted and
augmented by the praife and patronage of thrones
and dignities, and are not to be explained but by
extraordinary induftry and a life of literature ; in
both inftances the circumftances were fupplied by
an age of hopes and promifes—the age of Erafmus
reftlefs from the firft vernal influences of real
knowledge, that of Voltaire from the he&ic of
imagined fuperiority. In the voluminous works
of both, the inftruments employed are chiefly
thofe of wit and amufing erudition, and alike in
both the errors and evils, real or imputed, in reli-
gion and politics are the objects of the battery.
And here we muft ftop. The two men were ef~
fentially different. Exchange mutually their dates
aid fpheres of ation, yet Voltaire, had he been
ten-fold a Voltaire, could not have made up an
Erafmus ; and Erafmus muft have emptied himfelf
of half his greatnefs and all his goodnefs, to have
become a Voltaire. .

Shall T fucceed better or worfe with the next
pair, in this our new dance of death, or rather of



170 THE LANDING-PLACE.

the fhadows which I have brought forth—two by
two—from the hiftoric ark? In our firft copple I
have at leaft fecured an honourable retre#t, and
though I failed as to the agents, I have mai{htained
a fair analogy in the actions and the objects. But
the heroic Luther, a giant awaking in his ftrength,
and the crazy Roufleau, the dreamer of love-fick
tales, and the fpinnr of fpeculative cob-webs ;
fhy of light as the mole, but as quick-eared too
for every whifper of the public opinion; the
teacher of ftaic pride in his principles, yet the vic-
tim of morbid vanity in his feelings and conduét!
From what point of likenefs can we commence
the comparifon between a Luther and a Rouffeau?
And truly had I been feeking for characters that,
taken as they really exifted, clofcly refemble each
other, and this too to our firft apprehenfions, and
according to the common rules of biographical
comparifon, I could fcarcely have made a more
unlucky choice : unlefs I had defired that my pa-
rallel of the German fon of thunder and the vifion-
ary of Geneva, fhould fit on the fame bench with
honeft Fluellen’s of Alexander the Great and
Harry of Monmouth. Still, however, the fame
analogy would hold as in my former inftance : the
effefts produced on their feveral ages by Luther
and Roufleau, were commenfurate with each
other, and were produced in both cafes by what
their contemporaries felt as ferious and vehement
eloquence, and an elevated tone of moral feeling:
and Luther, not lefs than Roufleau, was actuated
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by an almoft fuperflitious hatred of fuperftition,
and g turbulent prejudice againft prejudices. In
the r%tion too which their writings feverally bore
to thofg of Erafmus and Voltaire, and the way in
which the latter co-operated with them to the
fame general end, each finditig its own clafs of ad-
mirers and profelytes, the parallel is complete.

I cannot, however, reft héte. Spite of the ap-
parent incongruities, I am difpofed to plead for a
refemblance in the men themfelves, for that fimi-
larity in their radical natures, which»I abandoned
all pretence and defire of fhewing in the inftances
of Voltaire and Erafmus. But then my readers
muft think of Luther not as he really was, but as
he might have been, if he had been born in the
age and under the circumftances of the Swifs phi-
lofopher. For this purpofe I muft ftrip him of
many advantages which he derived from his own
times, and muft contemplate him in his natural
weaknefles as well as in his original ftrength.
Each referred all things to his own ideal. The
ideal was indeed widely different in the one and in
the other: and this was not the leaft of Luther’s
many advantages, or, to ufe a favourite phrafe of
his own, not one of his leaft favours of prevent-
ing grace. Happily for him he had derived his
ftandard from a common meafure already received
by the good and wife ;.I mean the infpired writings,
the ftudy of which. Erafmus had previoufly re-
ftored among the learned. To know that we are
in {ympathy with others, moderates our feelings
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as well as ftrengthens our convitions: and for
the mind, which oppofes itfelf to the faith gf the
multitude, it is more efpecially defirable, thof there
fhould exift an obje& out of itfelf, on wich it
may fix its attention, and thus balance: its own
energies. b

Rouffeau, on the contrary, in the inaufpicious
fpirit of his age and'birth-place,* had flipped the
cable of his faith, and fteered by the compafs of
unaided reafon, ignorant of the hidden currents
that were bearing him out of his courfe, and too
proud to confult the faithful charts prized and held
facred by his forefathers. But the ftrange influ-
ences of his bodily temperament on his under-
ftanding ; his conftitutional melancholy pampered
into a morbid excefs by folitude ; his wild dreams
of fufpicion ; his hypochondriacal fancies of hofts
of confpirators all leagued againft him and his
caufe, and headed by fome arch-enemy, to whofe
michinations he attributed every trifling mithap—
all as much the creatures of his imagination, as if
inftead of men he had conceived them to be in-
fernal fpirits and beings preternatural — thefe, or
at leaft the predifpofition to them, exifted in the

#* Infidelity was fo common in Geneva about that time,
that Voltaire in one of his letters exults, that in this, Cal-
vin's own ciz, fome half dozen only of the moft ignorant
believed in Chriftianity under any form. This was, no
doubt, one of Voltaires ufual lies of exaggeration: it is
not however to be denied, that here, and throughout Swit-
zerland, he and the dark mafter in whofe fervice he em-
ployed himfelf, had ample grounds of triumph.
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ground-work of his nature: they were parts of
Rouffeau himfelf. And what correfponding in
kind ) thefe, not to fpeak of degree, can we de-
tect infthe character of his fuppofed parallel? This
difficulty will fuggeft itfelf at the firft thought, to
thofe who derive all their xnowledge of Luther
from the meagre biography met with in the Lives
of eminent Reformers, or even from the ecclefi-
aftical hiftories of Mofheim or Milnet : for a life of
Luther, in extent and ftyle of execution propor-
tioned to the grandeur and intereft gf the fubject,
a life of the man Luther, as well as of Luther the
theologian, is ftill a defideratum in Englith litera-
ture, though perhaps there is no fubje& for which
fo many unufed materials are cxtant, both printed
and in manufcript.*

* The affeitionate refpeét in whi¢h I hold the name of
Dr. Jortin — one of the many illuftrious nurflings of the
college to which I deem it no fmall honour to have be-
longed — Jefus, Cambridge — renders it painful to me to
affert, that the above remark holds almoft equally true of
a life of Erafius. But every fcholar well read in the
writings of Erafinus and his illuftrious contemporaries, muft
have difcovered, that Jortin had neither colleéted fufficient,
nor the beft, materials for his work : and — perhaps from
that very caufe— he grew weary of his tafk, before he had
i“égtdfi a full ufe of the fcanty materials which he had col-
eéted.
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Is it, I atk, moft important to the beft interefts of man-
kind, temporal 45 well as fpiritual, that certain works, the
names and number of which are fixed and unalterable,
thould be diftinguithed from all other works, not in degree
only but even m kind?* And that thele, colle&ively,
thould form THE BOOK, to which in all the concerns of
faith and morality the laft recourfe is to be had, and from
the admitted decifions of which no man dare appeal ?— If
the mere exiftence of a book fo called and charaétered be,
as the Koran itfelf fuffices to evince, a mighty bond of
union, among nations whom all other caufes tend to fepa-
rate ; if moreover the book revered by us and our forefa-
thers has been the fofter-nurfe of learning in the darkeft,
and of civilization in the rudeft, times; and latly, if this
{o vaft and wide a blefling is not to be founded in a delu-
fion, and doomed therefore to the impermanence and fcorn

* This is one of the hinges on which the gate of egrefs
from the fpiritual Rome turns, Hiftorically, the affirma-
tive to the queftion has been the conftant and clofe com-

nion of Proteftantifm : — but whether it be likewife its
indifpenfable fupport, remains yet to be difcuffed, at the
tribunal of found philofophy. Hitherto both the ay and
the no have been, as it appears to me, but very weakly an
fuperficially argued. But I confefs that Chillingworth
makes me Kalf a Roman Catholic on this point ; left in ac-
ceding to the grounds of his arguments againft the Ro-
manifls, I thould become lefs than half a Chriftian, and
lofe the fubftantive in my earneftne(s to tear off its para-
fitical and fuffocating epithet : — that is, ceafe to be 3
C:tholic in averfion to the Papal bull of Roman Catholic.
1830,
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in which fooner or later all delufions muft end ; how, Ipray
you, is it conceivable that this fhould be brought about and
fecurey, otherwife than by God's fpecial vouchfafement to
this oriQ book, exclufively, of that divine MEAN, that uni-
form perfeét middle way, which in all points is at fafe
and equtl diftance from all errors whether of excefs or de-
fe&t? %ut again, if this be true~—and what Proteftant Chrif-
tian worthy of his baptifinal dedigation will deny its truth?
—if in the one book we are entitled, or even permitted, to
expeét the golden mean throughout ;— furely we ought not
to be hard and over-ftern in our ®enfures of the miftakes
and infirmities of thofe, who pretending ¢ no warrant of
extraordinary infpiration have yet been raifed up by God’s

rovidence to be of higheft power and eminence in the re-
ormation of his Churc%x. l'Ear rather doeg it behove us to
confider, in how many inftances the peccant humour native
to the man had been wrought upon by the faithful ftudy
of that only faultlefs modef, ami’ corretted into an unfin-
ning, or at leaft a venial, predominance in the writer or

reacher, Yea, that not fefdom the infirmity of a zealous
oldier in the warfare of Chrift has been made the very
mould and ground-work of that man’s peculiar gifts and
virtues, Grateful too we fhould be, that the very faults of
famous men have been fitted to the age, on which they
were to act: and that thus the folly of man has proved the
wifdom of God, and been made the inftrument of his
mercy to mankind.

Warteburg, interefting by fo many

R " hiftorical aflociations, which ftands
<n a high rock, about two miles to the fouth from
the city gate. To this caftle Luther was taken on
his return from the imperial Diet, where Charles V.
had pronounced the ban upon him, and limited his
fafe convoy to one and twenty days. On the laft
but one of thefe days, as he was on his way to
Walterfhaufen, a town in the duchy of Saxe Go-
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tha, a few leagues to the fouth-eaft of Eifenach,
he was ftopped in a hollow behind the caftle Al-
tenftein, and carried to the Warteburg. #/ The
Ele&or of Saxony, who could not have refiffed to
deliver up Luther, as one put in the ban by the
Emperor and the Diet, had ordered John of Ber-
leptfch, the governor of the Warteburg, and
Burckhardt von Huudt, the governor of Alten-
ftein, to take Luther to one or the other of thefe
caftles, without acquainting him which; in order
that he might be able, with fafe confcience, to de-
clare, that he did not know where Luther was.
Accordingly they took him to the Warteburg, un-
der the name of the Chevalier (Ritter) George.
To this friendly imprifonment the Reformation
owes many of Luther’s moft important labours.
In this place he wrote his works againft auricular
confeflion, againft Jacob Latronum, the tra& on
the abufe of maffes, that againft clerical and mo-
naftic vows, compofed his expofition of the 22, 27,
and 68 Pfalms, finithed his declaration of the Mag-
nificat, began to write his Church homilies, and
tranflated the New Teftament. Here too, and
during this time, he is faid to have hurled his ink-
ftand at the devil, the black fpot from which yes
remains on the ftone wall of the room he ftudied
in; which, furely, no one will have vifited the
Warteburg without having had pointed out to him
by the good catholic who is, or at leaft fome few
years ago was, the warden of the caftle. He muft
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have been either a very fupercilious or a very in-
curlegs traveller if he did not, for the gratification
of h?&uide at leaft, inform himfelf by means of
his pe¥-knife, that the faid marvellous blot bids de-
fiance to all the toils of the fcrubbing brufh, and
is to remain a fign for ever 3 and with this advan-

tage over moft of its kindred, that being capable
of a double interpretation, it is equally flattering to
the Proteftant and the Papift, and is regarded by
the wonder-loving zealots of both parties, with
equal faith. ’

Whether the great man ever did throw his ink-
ftand at his Satanic Majefty, whether he cver
boafted of the exploit, and himfelf declared the
dark blotch on his ftudy wall in the Warteburg, to
be the refult and reli& of this author-like hand-
grenado, — (happily for mankind he ufed his ink-
ftand at other times to better purpofe, and with
more effective hoftility againft the arch-fiend) —1I
leave to my reader’s own judgment; on condition,
however, that he has previoufly perufed Luther’s
Table Talk, and other writings of the fame ftamp,
of fome of his moft illuftrious contemporaries,
which contain fa&s ftill more ftrange and whimfi-
cal, related by themfelves and of themfelves, and
accompanied with folemn proteftations of the truth
of their ftatements. Luther’s Table Talk, which
to a truly philofophic mind, will not be lefs inter-
efting than Roufleau’s Confeflions, I have not my-
felf the means of confulting at prefent, and cannot

VOL. I. N
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therefore fay, whether this ink-pot adventure is,
or is not, told or referred to, in it ;* but gnany
confiderations incline me to give credit fo the
ftory.

Luther’s unremitting literary labour and his fe-
dentary mode of life; during his confinement in
the Warteburg, where he was treated with the
greateft kmdnefs, aild enjoyed every liberty con-
fiftent with his own fafety, had begun to under-
mine his former unufually ftrong health. He fuf-
fered many and moft diftrefling effets of indigef-
tion and a deranged ftate of the digeftive organs.
Melan&hon, whom he had defired to confult the
phyficians at Erfurth, fent him fome de-obftruent
medicines, and the advice to take regular and fe-
vere exercife. At firft he followed the advice,
fate and laboured lefs, and fpent whole days in the
chafe ; but like the younger Pliny, he ftrove in
vain to form a tafte for this favourite amufement
of the gods of the earth, as appears from a paflage
in his letter to George Spalatin, which I tranflate
for an additional reafon ; — to prove to the ad-
mirers of Roufleau, who perhaps will not be lefs
affronted by this biographical parallel, than the zca-
lous Lutherians will be offended, that if my cone-
parifon fhould turn out groundlefs on the whole,
the failure will not have arifen either from the
want of fenfibility in our great reformer, or of an-
gry averfion to thofe in high places, whom he re-

® It is not.—Ed,
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garded as the oppreflors of their rightful equals.
« T Mave been,” he writes, ¢ employed for two
days ‘;hc fports of the field, and was willing my-
felf to Tafte this bitter-fiweet amufement of the great
heroes : we have caught two hares, and one brace
of poor little partridges. “An employment this
which does not ill fuit qulet leifurely folks : for
even in the midft of the ferfets and dogs, I have
had theological fancies. But as much pleafure as
the general appearance of the fcene and the mere
looking-on occafioned me, even fo tuch it pitied
me to think of the myftery and emblem which lies
beneath it. For what does this fymbol fignify, but
that the devil, through his godlefs huntfmen and
dogs, the bithops and theologians to wit, doth pri-
vily chafe and catch the innocent poor little beafts ?
Ah! the fimple and credulous fouls came there-
by far too plain before my eyes. Thereto comes
a yet more frightful myftery: as at my earneft
entreaty we had faved alive one poor little hare,
and I had concealed it in the fleeve of my great
coat, and had ftrolled off a fhort diftance from it,
the dogs in the mean time found the poor hare.
Such, too, is the fury of the Pope with Satan, that
lie deftroys cven the fouls that had been faved, and
troubles himfelflittle about my pains and entreaties.
Of fuch hunting then I have had enough.” In
another paflage he tells his correfpondent, ¢ You
know it is hard to be a prince, and not in fome de-
gree a robber, and the greater a prince the more a
robber.” Of our Henry VIIL. he fays, «I muft
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anfwer the grim lion that pafles himfelf off for king
of England. The ignorance in the book ig fuch
as one naturally expects from a king ; but th{itter.
nefs and impudent falfehood is quite leonine.¥ And
in his circular letter to the princes, on occafion of
the peafants’ war, he ufes a language fo inflamma-
tory, and holds forth a do¢trine which borders fo
near on the holy right of infurreion, that it may
as well remain untranflated.

Had Luther been himfelf a prince he could not
have defired ebetter treatment than he received
during his eight months ftay in the Warteburg;
and in confequence of a more luxurious diet than
he had been accuftomed to, he was plagued with
temptations both from the flefh and the devil. It
is evident from his letters* that he fuffered under
great irritability of his nervous fyftem, the com-
mon effect of deranged digeftion in men of feden-
tary habits, who are at the fame time intenfc
thinkers ; and this irritability added to, and revi-
vifying, the impreflions made upon him in early
life, and foftered by the theological fyftems of his
manhood, is abundantly fufficient to explain all
his apparitions and all his nightly combats with

—

* I can fcarcely conceive a more delightful volume than
might be made from Luther’s letters, efpecially from thofe
that were written from the Warteburg, if they were tranf-
lated in the fimple, finewy, idiomatic, hearty, mother-tongue
of the original. A difficult tafk I admit—and fcarcely pot-
fible for any man, however great his talents in other refpeéts,
whofe favourite reading has not lain among the Englifh
writers from Edward V1. to Charles L.
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evil fpirits, I fee nothing improbable in the fup-
pofition, that in one of thofe unconfcious half-
ﬂ@gp&ox‘ rather thofe rapid alternations of the
fleepii¥s with the half-waking ftate, which is the
true witching time,
2 the feafon
Wherein the fpirits hold their wont to walk.

the fruitful matrix of ghofts’—1 fee nothing im-
probable, that in fome one of thofe momentary
flumbers, into which the fufpenfion of all thought
in the perplexity of intenfe thinking  often paffes,
Luther fhould have had a full view of the room
in which he was fitting, of his writing table and
all the implements of ftudy, as they really exifted,
and at the fame time a brain-image of the devil,
vivid enough to have acquired apparent outnefs,
and a diftance regulated. by the proportion of its
diftin¢nefs to that of the objects really imprefled
on the outward fenfes.

If this Chriftian Hercules, this heroic cleanfer
of the Augean ftable of apoftafy, had been born
and educated in the prefent or the preceding gene-
ration, he would, doubtlefs, have holden himfelf
for a man of genius and original power. But
-with this faith alone he would fcarcely have re-
moved the mountains which he did remove. The
darknefs and fuperftition of the age, which re-
quired fuch a reformer, had moulded his mind for
the reception of impreflions concerning himfelf,
better fuited to infpire the ftrength and enthufiafm
neceflary for the tafk of reformation, impreffions
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more in fympathy with the fpirits whom he was to
influence. He deemed himfelf gifted with fuper-
natural influxes, an efpecial fervant of he{;n, a
chofen warrior, fighting as the general of ¥ fmall
but faithful troop, againft an army of evil beings
headed by the prince of the air. Thefe were no
metaphorical beings in his apprehenfion. He was
a poet indeed, as gre&t a poet as ever lived in any
age or country; but his poetic images were fo
vivid, that they maftered the poet’s own mind !
He was poffsfled with them, as with fubftances
diftiné& from himfelf: Luther did not write, he
alted poems. The Bible was a fpiritual, indeed,
but not a figurative armoury in his belief: it was
the magazine of his warlike ftores, and from
thence he was to arm himfelf, and fupply both
thield and fword, and javelin, to the ele&t. Me-
thinks I fee him fitting, the heroic ftudent, in his
chamber in the Warteburg, with his midnight
lamp before him, feen by the late traveller in the
diftant plain of Bifchofsroda, as a ftar on the
mountain! Below it lies thc Hebrew Bible open,
on which he gazes, his brow prefling on his palm,
brooding over fome obfcure text, which he defires
to make plain to the fimple boor and to the hume
ble artizan, and to transfer its whole force into
their own natural and living tongue. And he
himfelf does not underftand it! Thick darknefs
lies on the original text: he counts the letters, he
calls up the roots of each feparate word, and quef-
tions them as the familiar fpirits of an oracle. In
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vain; thick darknefs continues to cover it; not a
ray qf meaning dawns through it. With fullen
and :fsgry hope he reaches for the Vulgate, his
old ar#l fworn enemy, the treacherous confederate
of the Roman anti-Chrift, which he fo gladly,
when he can, rebukes for idolatrous falfehoods,
that had dared place

Within the fan&uary iticlf their fhrines,
Abominations !

Now—O thought of humiliation —he muft en-
treat its aid. Sce! there has.the fly fpirit of apof-
tafy worked-in a phrafe, which favours the doétrine
of purgatory, the interceflion of faints, or the effi-
cacy of prayers for the dead ; and what is worft of
all, the interpretation is plaufible. The original
Hebrew might be forced into this meaning: and
no other meaning feems to lie in it, none to hover
above it in the heights of allegory, none to lurk
beneath it even in the depths of cabala ! This is
the work of the tempter ; it is a cloud of darknefs
conjured up between the truth of the facred letters
and the eyes of his underftanding, by the malice
of the evil one, and for a trial of his faith! Muft
he then at length confefs, muft he fubfcribe the
name of Luther to an expofition which confecrates
a weapon for the hand of the idolatrous hierarchy?
Never! never! :

There ftill remains one auxiliary in referve,.
the tranflation of the Seventy. The Alexandrine
Greeks, anterior to the Church itfelf, could in-
tend no fupport to its corruptions — the Septua-
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gint will have profaned the altar of truth with no
incenfe for the noftrils of the univerfal bithop to
fouff up. And here again his hopes are bied !
Exaétly at this perplexed paflage had the freek
tranflator given his underftanding a holiday, and
made his pen fupply its place. O honoured Lu-
ther! as eafily mighteft thou convert the whole
city of Rome, with the Pope and the conclave of
Cardinals inchufively, as ftrike a fpark of light
from the words, and nothing but words, of the
Alexandrine verfion. Difappointed, defpondent,
enraged, ceafing to think, yet continuing his brain
on the ftretch in folicitation of a thought ; and
gradually giving himfelf up to angry fancies, to
recolletions of paft perfecutions, to uneafy fears
and inward defiances and floating images of the
evil being, their fuppofed perfonal author; he finks,
without perceiving it, into a trance of flumber;
during which his brain retains its waking ener-
gies, excepting that what would have been mere
thoughts before, now—the action and counter-
weight of his fenfes and of their impreflions being
withdrawn — fhape and condenfe themfelves into
things, into realities. Repeatedly half-wakening,
and his eye-lids as often reclofing, the objeCtse
which really furround him form the place and
fcenery of his dream. All at once he fees the’
arch-fiend coming forth on the wall of the room,
from the very fpot, perhaps, on which his eyes
had been fixed vacantly during the perplexed mo-
ments of his formeér meditation: the ink-ftand
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which he had at the fame time been ufing, be-
comes aflociated with it: and in that ftruggle of
rage, gwhich in thefe diftempered dreams almoft
conftantly precedes the helplefs terror by the pain
of which we are finally awakened, he imagines
that he hurls it at the intruder, or not improbably
in the firft inftant of awakening, while yet both
his imagination and his eyes are poflefled by the
dream, he actually hurls it. Some weeks after,
perhaps, during which interval he had often mufed
on the incident, undetermined whether to deem it
a vifitation of Satan to him in the body or out of
the body, he difcovers for the firft time the dark
fpot on his wall, and receives it as a fign and pledge
vouchfafed to him of the event having actually
taken place.

Such was Luther under the influences of the age
and country in and for which he was born, Con-
ceive him a citizen of Geneva, and a contempo-
rary of Voltaire : fuppofe the French language his
mother-tongue, and the political and moral philo-
fophy of Englifh free-thinkers re-modelled by Pa-
rifian fort efprits, to have been the objeéts of his
ftudy ; — conceive this change of circumftances,
-ind Luther will no longer dream of fiends or of
anti-Chrift — but will he have no dreams in their
place? His melancholy will have changed its dra-
pery; but will it find no new coftume wherewith
to clothe itfelf ? His impetuous temperament, his
deep working mind, his bufy and vivid imagina-
tions—would they not have been a trouble to him
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in a world, where nothing was to be altered,
where nothing was to obey his power, to ccafe to
be that which it had been, in order to realire his
pre-conceptions of what it ought to be? Pr is fen-
fibility, which found objeéts for itfelf, and thadows
of human fuffering in the harmlefs brutc, and even
in the flowers which he trod upon — might it not
naturally, in an unfpiritualized age, have wept, and
trembled, and diffolved, over fcencs of carthly paf-
fion, and the ﬁruggles of love with duty? His
pity, that fo gafily pafled into rage, would it not
have found in the inequalities of mankind, in the
oppreflions of governments and the miferies of the
governed, an entire inftead of a divided object?
And might not a perfet conftitution, a govern-
ment of pure reafon, a renovation of the focial
contraét, have eafily fupplied the place of the reign
of Chrift in the new Jerufalem, of the reftoration
of the vifible Church, and the union of all men by
one faith in one charity ? Henceforward then, we
will conceive his reafon employed in building up
anew the edifice of earthly fociety, and his imagi-
nation as pledging itfelf for the poffible realization
of the ftructure. We will lofe the great reformer,
who was born in an age which needed him, in thg,
philofopher of Geneva, who was doomed to mif-
apply his energies to materials the properties of
which he mifunderftood, and happy only that he
did not live to witnefs the direful effets of his own
fyftem.
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Peltora cui credam ? quis mc. lenire docebit
Mordaces®curas, quis longas fallere noftes,
Ex quo fumma dies tulerit Damona fub umbras ?

Omnia paulatim confumit longior etas,
Vivendogque fimul morimur, rapimurqme manendo.

Ite tamen, lacrymae ! purum colis athera, Damon !
Nec mihi conveniunt lacryme. Non omnia terre
Obruta ! wivit amor, vivit dolor ! ora negatur
Dulcia confpicere : flere et meminiffe relictum efd.

MiLTON : PETRARCH :- MILTON.

elucidation, the firft of the theory of
Luther’s apparitions ftated perhaps
v too-briefly in the preceding eflay ; the
fecond for the purpofe of removing the only obfta-
cle, which I can difcover in the next feGtion of the
Friend, to the reader’s ready comprehenfion of the
principles, on which the arguments are grounded.
«Firft, I will endeavour to make my ghoft theory
more clear to thofe of my readers, who are fortu-
nate enough to find it obfcure in confequence of
their own good health and unfhattered nerves. The
window of my library at Kefwick is oppofite to the
fire-place, and looks out on the very large garden
that occupies the whole flope of the hill on which




188 THE LANDING-PLACE.

the houfe ftands. Confequently, the rays of light
tranfmitted through the glafs, that is, the rays from
the garden, the oppofite mountains, and the lridge,
river, lake, and vale interjacent, and the rays re-
fleCted from it, of the fire-place, &c., enter the eye
at the fame moment. . At the coming on of even-
ing, it was my frequent amufement to watch the
image or reflection oftthe fire, that feemed burning
in the buthes ur between the trees in different parts
of the garden or the fields beyond it, according as
_there was moge or lefs light; and which ftill ar-
ranged itfelf among the real obje&s of vifion, with
a diftance and magnitude proportioned to its greater
or lefler faintnefs. For ftill as the darknefs in-
creafed, the image of the fire leflened and grew
nearer and more diftinét ; till the twilight had deep-
ened into perfeét night, when all outward objets
being excluded, the window became a perfect
looking-glafs : fave only that my books on the fide
fhelves of the room were lettered, as it were, on
their backs with ftars, more or fewer as the fky was
lefs or more clouded, the rays of the ftars being at
that time the only ones tranfmitted. Now fubfti-
tute the phantom from Luther’s brain for the images
of refleCted light, the fire for inftance, and the formse
of his room and its furniture for the tranfmitted
rays, and you have a fair refemblance of an appa-
rition, and a juft conception of the manner in which
it is feen together with real objects. 1 have long
withed to devote an entire work to the fubject of
dreams, vifions, ghofts, and witchcraft, in which I
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might firft give, and then endeavour to explain,
the moft interefting and beft attefted fa& of each,
which has come within my knowledge, either from
books or from perfonal teftimony. I might then
explain in a more fatisfactory way the mode in which
our thoughts, in ftates of morbid flumber, become
at times perfeétly dramatic,—for in certain forts of
dreams the dplleft wight becomes a Shakefpeare,—
and by what law the form of the vition appears to
talk to us its own thoughts in a voice as audible as
the fhape is vifible ; and this too oftentimes in con-
neted trains, and not feldom even with a concen-
tration of power which may eafily impofe on the
foundeft judgments, uninftructed in the optics and
acouftics of the inner fenfe, for revelations and gifts
of prefcience. In aid of the prefent cafe, I will only
remark, that it would appear incredible to perfons
not accuftomed to thefe fubtle notices of felf-ob-
fervation, what fmall and remote refemblances, what
mere hints of likenefs from fome real external ob-
je&, efpecially if the fhape be aided by colour, will
fuffice to make a vivid thought confubftantiate with
the real objec, and derive from it an outward per-
ceptibility. Even when we are broad awake, if we
~are in anxious expetation, how often will not the
moft confufed founds of nature be heard by us as
articulate founds ! For inftance, the babbling of
a brook will appear for a moment the voice of a
friend, for whom we are waiting, calling out our
own names. A fhort meditation, therefore, on the
great law of the imagination, that a likenefs in part



190 THE LANDING-PLACE.

tends to become a likenefs of the whole, will make
it not only conceivable but probable, that the ink-
ftand itfelf, and the dark-coloured ftone on the wall,
which Luther perhaps had never till then noticed,
might have a confiderable influence in the produc-
tion of the fiend, and ,of the hoftile a& by which
his obtrufive vifit was repelled.

A lady once afked 'me if I believed in ghofts and
apparitions. 1 anfwered with truth and fimplicity :
No, madam ! I have feen far too many myfelf. I
have indeed aevhole memorandum book filled with
records of thefe phznomena, many of them intereft-
ing as falts and data for pfychology, and affording
fome valuable materials for a theory of perception
and its dependence on the memory and imagination.
In omnem altum perceptionis imaginatio influit effi-
cienter ; fays Wolfe. But he * is no more, who
would have realized this idea: who had already ef-
tablithed the foundations and the law of the theory;
and for whom I had fo often found a pleafure and
a comfort, even during the wretched and reftlefs
nights of ficknefs, in watching and inftantly record-
ing thefe experiences of the world within us, of the
gemina natura, que fit et facit, et creat et creatur!
He is gone, my friend ; my munificent co-patron,®
and not lefs the benefadtor of my intelle& ! —He
who, beyond all other men known to me, added a
fine and ever-wakeful fenfe of beauty to the moft
patient accuracy in experimental philofophy and the

¢ Thomas Wedgwood.
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profounder refearches of metaphyfical fcience; he
who united all the play and fpring of fancy with
the fubtleft difcrimination and an inexorable judg-
ment ; and who controlled an almoft painful ex-
quifitencfs of tafte by a warmth of heart, which in
the praltical relations of life made allowances for
faults as quickly as the moral tafte detected them ;
a warmth of, heart, which was indeed noble and
pre-eminent, for alas ! the genial feelings of health
contributed no fpark toward it. Of thefe qualities
I may fpeak, for they belonged to &l mankind.—
The higher virtues, that were bleflings to his
friends, and the ftill higher that refided in and for
his own foul, are themes for the energics of folitude,
for the awfulnefs of prayer | —virtues exercifed in
the barrennefs and defolation of his animal being ;
while he thirfted with the full ftream at his lips,
and yet with unwearied goodnefs poured out to all
around him, like the mafter of a feaft among his
kindred in the day of his own gladnefs!  Were it
but for the remembrance of him alone and of his
lot here below, the difbelief of a future ftate would
fadden the earth around me, and blight the very
grafs in the field.
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ESSAY IV.

.
Xaemdv, & Sasdovie, wh wapadeiymacs xpduev, ixavig dvdelxywo-
i 71 viow paildvor. wivduvedss yap maddy Exacog, olov Svap, sidds Arway-
A ~ ey
Ta, wdvy' al wdhw Gowep Umap dyvosiv. Pravo, Politicus,

Itis diﬂicult,.::xccllent friend! to make any comprehen-
five truth completely intelligible, unlefs we avail ourfelves
of an example. Otlerwife we may, as in a dream, feem to
know all, and then, as it were awaking, find that we know
nothing.

5SS
0

p

SR MONG my earlicft impreffions I ftill
N diftin&ly remember that of my firft
Q0 entrance into the manfion of a neigh-
=) bouring baronet, awfully known to
me by the name of the great houfe,* its exterior
having been long connefted in my childith ima-
gination with the feelings and fancies ftirred up
in me by the perufal of the Arabian Nights’ En-

tertainments. + Beyond all other objeéls, I was

* Efcot, near Ottery St. Mary, Devon, then the feat of
Sir George Young, and fince burnt down in 1808. Eb.

4+ As I had read one volume of thefe tales over and over
again before my fifth birth-day, it may be readily conjec-
tured of what fort thefe fancies and feclings muft have been.
The book, I well remember, ufed to lie in a corner of the
parlour window at my dear father’s vicarage-houfe: and I
can never forget witi: what a ftrange mixture of obfcure
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moft ftruck with the magnificent ftaircafe, relieved
at well proportioned intervals by fpacious landing-
places, this adorned with grand or fhewy plants,
the next looking out on an extenfive profpe&t
through the ftately window with its fide panes of
rich blues and faturated amber or orange tints :
while from the laft an& higheft the eye commanded
the whole fRiral afcent with the marble pavement
of the great hall, from which it feemed to fpring
up as if it merely ufed the ground on which it
refted. My readers will find no dificulty in tranf-
lating thefe forms of the outward fenfes into their
intelle¢tual analogies, fo as to underftand the pur-
port of The Friend’s landing-places, and the ob-
jeéts I propofed to myfelf, in the fmall groups of
eflays interpofed under this title between the main
divifions of the work.

My beft powers would have funk within me,
had I not foothed my folitary toils with the antici-
pation of many readers—(whether during my life,
or when my grave fhall have fhamed my detrac-
tors into a fympathy with its own filence, formed
no part in this felf-flattery—) who would fubmit
to any reafonable trouble rather than read, ¢ as in
a dream feeming to know all, to find on awaking
that they know nothing.’ Having, therefore, in

dread and intenfe defire I ufed to look at the volume and
watch it, till the morning funfhine had reached and nearly
covered it, when, and not before, I felt the courage given
me to feize the precious treafure and hurry off with it to
fome funny corncr in our play-ground.

VOL. I. o
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the three preceding eflays felected from my con-
fervatory a few plants, of fomewhat gayer petals
and a livelier green, though like the geranium tribe
of a fober character in the whole phyfiognomy and
odour, I fhall firft devote a few fentences to a ca-
talogue of my introdugtory lucubrations, and the
remainder of the eflay to the profpe&, as far as it
can be feen diftinétly*from our prefen fite. With-
in a fhort diftdnce, feveral ways meet: and at that
point only does it appear to me that the reader
will be in damger of miftaking the road. Drop-
ping the metaphor, I would fay that there is one
term, reafon, the meaning of which has become
unfettled. To different perfons it conveys a dif-
ferent notion, and not feldom to the fame perfon
at different times ; while the force, and to a cer-
tain extent, the intelligibility of the following fec-
tions depend on its being interpreted in onc fenfe
exclufively.

Effays I. to IV. inclufively convey the defign
and contents of the work ; my judgment refpect-
ing the ftyle, and my defence of myfelf from the
charges of arrogance and prefumption. Say rather,
that fuch are the perfonal threads of the difcourfe:
for it will not have cfcaped the reader’s obfervaw
tion, that even in thefe prefatory pages principles
and truths of general intereft form the true con-
tents, and that amid all the ufual compliments and
courtefies of a firft prefentation to the reader’s ac-
quaintance the fubftantial object is ftill to affert
the practicability, without difguifing the difficul-
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ties, of improving the morals of mankind by a di-
re&t appeal to their underftandings ; to thow the
diftin&ion between attention and thought, and the
neceflity of the former as a habit or difcipline
without which the very word, thinking, muft re-
main a thoughtlefs fubftitutg for dreaming with our
eyes open; and laftly, the tendency of a certain
fafhionable ftyle with all its accommodations to
paralyze the very faculties of manly intelle&t by a
feries of petty ftimulants. ~ After this preparation,
I proceed at once to lay the foundations common
to the whole work by an inquiry into the duty of
communicating truth, and the conditions under
which it may be communicated with fafety, from
efflay V. to XV inclufively. Each effay will, I
believe, be found complete in itfelf, yet an organic
part of the whole confidered as one. difquifition.
Firft, the inexpedicncy of pious frauds is proved
from hiftory, the fhamelefs aflertion of the indiffer-
ence of truth and falfehood expofed to its deferved
infamy, and an anfwer given to the objection de-
rived from the impoffibility of conveying an ade-
quate notion of the truths, we may attempt to
communicate. The conditions are then detailed,
»under which, right though inadequate notions may
be taught without danger, and proofs given, both
from fadls and from reafon, that he, who fulfils
the conditions required by confcience, takes the
fureft way of anfwering the purpofes of prudence.
This is, indeed, the main charaéeriftic of the mo-
ral fyflem taught by The Friend throughout, that
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the diftinct forefight of confequences belongs ex-
clufively to the infinite Wifdom which is one with
that Almighty Will, on which all confequences
depend; but that for man—to obey the fimple un-
conditional commandment of efchewing every a&
that implies a felf-contradiétion, or, in other words,
to produce and maintain the greateft poffible har-
mony in the compon@nt impulfes and faculties of
his nature, involves the effets of prudence. Itis,
as it were, prudence in fhort-hand or cypher. A
pure confcience, that inward fomething, that ed;
oineiog, which being abfolutely unique no man can
defcribe, becaufe every man is bound to know,
and even in the eye of the law is held to be a per-
fon no longer than he may be fuppofed to know it
—the confcience, I fay, bears the fame relation to
God, as an accurate time-piece bears to the fun.
The time-piece merely indicates the relative path
of the fun, yet we can regulate our plans and pro-
ceedings by it with the fame confidence as if it
was itfelf the efficient caufe of light, heat, and the
revolving feafons : on the felf-evident axiom, that
in whatever fenfe two things — for inftance, A. and
C. D. E.,—are both equal to a third thing, B.,
they are in the fame fenfe equal to cach other.
Cunning is circuitous folly. In plain Englifh, to
aét the knave is but a round about way of playing
the fool ; and the man, who will not permit him-
felf to call an action by its proper name without a
previous calculation of all its probable confequences,
may be indeed only a coxcomb, who is looking at

&
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his fingers through an opera glafs ; but he runs no
fmall rifk of becoming a knave. The chances are
againft him. Though he fhould begin by calcu-
lating the confequences with regard to others, yet
by the mere habit of never contemplating an action
in its own proportions and,immediate relations to
his moral being, it is fcarcely poflible but that he
muft end ip felfithnefs: for the ¢you,” and the
¢they’ will ftand on different occafions for a thou-
fand different perfons, while the ¢I’ is onc only,
and recurs in every calculation. #Or grant that
the principle of expediency fhould prompt to the
fame outward deeds as are commanded by the law
of reafon; yet the doer himfelf is debafed. But if
it be replied, that the re-action on the agent’s own
mind is to form a part of the calculation, then it
is a rule that deftroys itfelf in the very propound-
ing, as will be more fully demontftrated in the fe-
cond or ethical divifion of The Friend, when I
fhall have detected and expofed the equivoque be-
tween an action and a ferics of motions, by which
the determinations of the will are to be realized in
the world of the fenfes. What modification of
the latter correfponds to the former, and is enti-
tled to be called by the fame name, will often de-
pend on time, place, perfons and circumftances,
the confideration of which requires an exertion of
the judgment; but the acion itfelf remains the
fame, and like all other ideas pre-exifts in the rea-
fon, or, in the more expreflive and perhaps more
precife and philofophical language of St. Paul, in
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the fpirit, unalterable becaufe unconditional, or
with no other than that moft awful condition, as
Jure as God liveth, it is fo!

Thefe remarks are inferted in this place, be-
caufe the principle admits of eafieft illuftration in
the inftance of veracity and the altions connected
with the fame, and may then be intelligibly ap-
plied to other departménts of morality, all of which
Woollfton indeed confiders as only fo many dif-
ferent forms of truth and falfehood. So far I
treated of oral tcommunication of the truth, The
applicability of the fame principle is then tried
and affirmed in publications by the prefs, firft as
between the individual and his own confcience,
and then between the publither and the ftate: and
under this head I have confidered at large the
queftions of a free prefs and the law of libel; the
anomalies and peculiar difficultics of the latter,
and the only poffible folution compatible with the
continuance of the former: a folution rifing out
of and juftified by the neceflarily anomalous and
unique nature of the law itfelf. I confefs that I
look back on this difcuffion concerning the prefs
and its limits with a fatisfaction unufual to me in
the review of my own labours : and if the date of *
their firft publication (September, 1809) be re-
membered, it will not perhaps be denied on an
impartial comparifon, that I have treated this moft
important fubject, fo efpecially interefting in the
prefent time, more fully and more fyftematically
than it had up to that time been. JInterim tum
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recti confcientia, tum illo me confolory quod optimis
quibufque certe non improbamur, fortaffis omnibus
placituri, fimul atque livor ab obitu conquieverit.
Laftly, the fubject is concluded even as it com-
menced, and as befeemed a difquifition placed as
the fteps and veftibule of the whole work, with
an enforcement of the abfolute neceflity of prin-
ciples grounded in reafon as the bafis or rather as
the living root of all genuine expedience. Where
thefe are defpifed or at beft regarded as aliens
from the actual bufinefs of life, ang configned to
the ideal world of fpeculative philofophy and Uto-
pian politics, inftead of ftate wifdom we fhall have
ftate-craft, and for the talent of the governor the
clevernefs of an embarraffed fpendthrift—which
confifts in tricks to fhift off difficulties and dan-
gers when they are clofe upon us, and to keep
them at arm’s length, not in folid and grounded
courfes to preclude or fubdue them. We muft
content ourfelves with expedient-makers — with
fire-engines againft fires, life-boats againft inun-
dations ; but no houfes built fire-proof; no dams
that rife above the water-mark. The reader will
have obferved that already has the term, reafon,
been frequently contradiftinguifhed from the un-
derftanding and the judgment. If I could fucceed
in fully explaining the fenfe in which the word
reafon is employed by me, and in fatisfying the
reader’s mind concerning the grounds and impor-
tance of the diftin&ion, I fhould feel little or no
apprehenfion concerning the intelligibility of thefe



200 THE LANDING-PLACE.

cffays from firft to laft,  The following fection is
in part founded on this diftinction : the which re-
maining obfcure, all elfe will be fo as a fyftem,
however clear the component paragraphs may be,
taken feparately. In the appendix* to my firft
Lay Sermon, I have, indced, treated the queftion
at conﬁderablc length, but chleﬂy in relation to
the heights of theology and metaphyfics. In the
next number I attempt to explain myfe]f more
popularly, and truft that with no great expendi-
ture of attentign the reader will fatisfy his mind,
that our remote anceftors fpoke as men acquainted
with the conflituent parts of their own moral and
intellectual being, when they deferibed one man
as ‘being out of his fenfes,” another as ¢ out of his
wits,” or ¢ deranged in his underftanding,’ and a
third as having ¢loft his reafon.’ Obferva, the un-
derftanding may be deranged, weakened, or per-
verted; but the reafon is either loft or not loft,
that is, wholly prefent or wholly abfent.

VUV ——— e —

# The third effay, cuomouﬂy lctrucd B.—Ed,
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Man may rather be defined a jrehgmm than a rational
creature, in regard that in other creatures there may be
fomething of reafon, but there is nothing of religion.

HARRIN(.-TON

®

F the reader will fubftitute the word
‘“ underftanding > for “reafon,” and
the word “reafon™ for ¢ religion,”

¢ & Harrington has here completely cx-
prefled the truth for which I am contending. Man
may rather be defined a rational than an intelligent
creature, in regard that in other creatures therc
may be fomething of underftanding, but there is
nothing of reafon. But that this was Harrington’s
meaning is evident. Otherwife, inftead of com-
paring two faculties with each other, he would
contraft a faculty with one of its own objects,
which would involve the fame abfurdity as if he
-had faid, that man might rather be defined an
aftronomical than a feeing animal, becaufe other
animals poflefled the fenfe of fight, but were in-
capable of beholding the fatellites of Saturn, or the
nebule of fixed ftars. If further confirmation be
neceflary, it may be fupplied by the following re-
fle&ions, the leading thought of which I remem-
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ber to have read in the works of a continental
philofopher. It thould feem eafy to give the defi-
nite diftinction of the reafon from the underftand-
ing, becaufe we conftantly imply it when we fpeak
of the difference between ourfelves and the brute
creation. No one, except as a figure of fpeech,
ever fpeaks of an animal reafon ;* but that many
animals poflefs a fhare of underftanding, perfetly
diftinguifhablé from mere inftin&t, we all allow.
Few perfons have a favourite dog without mak-
ing inftances of its intelligence an occafional to-
pic of converfation. They call for our admiration
of the individual animal, and not with exclufive
reference to the wifdom in nature, as in the cafe
of the oropyn, or maternal inftinét of beafts ; or of
the hexangular cells of the bees, and the wonder-

* ] have this moment looked over a tranflation of Blu-
menbach’s Phyfiology by Dr. Elliotfon, which forms a
laring exception, p. 45. I do not know Dr. Elliotfon,
§ut I do know Proteflor Blumenbach, and was an aflidu-
ous attendant on the le@tures, of which this claffical work
was the text-book : and I know that that good and great
man would ftart back with furprife and indignation at the
grofs materialifm mortifed on to his work : the more fo
becaufe during the whole period, in which the identifi-
cation of man with the brute in kind was the fafhion of
naturalifts, Blumenbach remained ardent and inftant in.
controverting the opinion, and expofing its fallacy and
falfchood, both as a man of fenfe and as a naturalit, I
may truly fay, that it was uppermoft in his heart and fore-
moft in his fpeech. Therefore,and from no hottile feeling
to Dr. Elliotfon, (whom I hear fpoken of with great re-
gard and refpeét, and to whom I myfelf give credit for his
manly opennefs in the avowal of his opinions,) I have felt
the prefent animadverfion a duty of juftice as well as grati-

tude, April 8, 1817.
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ful coincidence of this form with the geometri-
cal demonttration of the largeft poflible number of
rooms in a given fpace. Likewife, we diftinguith
various degrees of underftanding there, and even
difcover from inductions fupplied by the zoolo-
gifts, that the underftanding,appears, as a general
rule, in an inverfe proportion to the inftinét. We
hear little or pothing of the iriftinéts of the ¢ half-
reafoning elephant,” and as little of the underftand-
ing of caterpillars and butterflies.* But reafon is
wholly denied, equally to the higheft as to the
loweft of the brutes ; otherwife it muft be wholly
attributed to them, and with it therefore felf-con-
fcioufnefs, and perfonality, or moral being.

I fhould have no objection to define reafon with
Jacobi, and with his friend Hemfterhuis, as an
organ bearing the fame relation to fpiritual objeéts,
the univerfal, the eternal, and the neceflary, as the
eye bears to material and contingent pheznomena.
But then it muft be added, that it is an organ iden-
tical with its appropriate obje&ts. Thus, God, the
foul, eternal truth, &c. are the objelts of reafon ;
but they are themfelves reafon. We name God
the Supreme Reafon ; and Milton fays,—

—whence the foul
Reafon receives, and reafon is her being.t

* Note, that though ¢ reafoning * does not in our lan-
guage, in the lax ufe of words natural in converfation or
popular writings, imply {cientific conclufion, yet the phrafe
“half-reafoning ™ is evidently ufed by Pope as a poetic
hyperbole.

+ P. L. v. 486.—Ed.
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Whatever is confcious felf-knowledge is reafon :
and in this fenfe it may be fafely defined the organ
of the fuperfenfuous ; even as the underftanding
wherever it does not poflefs or ufe the reafon, as
its inward eye, may be defined the conception of
the fenfuous, or the faculty by which we gene-
ralize and arrange the phenomena of perception ;
that faculty, the fuxctions of which contain the
rules and conttitute the poffibility of outward ex-
perience. In fhort, the underftanding fuppofes
fomething thyt is underftood. This may be merely
its own alts or forms, that is, formal logic; but real
objeéts, the materials of fubftantial knowledge,
muft be furnithed, I might fafely fay revealed,
to it by organs of fenfe. The underftanding of the
higher brutes has only organs of outward fenfe,
and confequently material objects only; but man’s
underftanding has likewife an organof inward fenfe,
and therefore the power of acquainting itfelf with
invifible realities or fpiritual objeéts. This organ
is his reafon.

Again, the underftanding and experience may
exift* without reafon. But reafon cannot cxift
without underftanding ; nor does it or can it ma-
nifeft itfelf but in and through the underftanding,.

* Of this no one would feel inclined to doubt, who had
feen the poodle dog, whom the celebrated BLUMENBACH,—
a name {o dear to Icience, as a phyfiologift and comparative
anatomift, and not lefs dear as a man to all Englifhmen
who have ever refided at Gottingen in the courfe of their
ceducation, — trained up, not only to hatch the cggs of the
hen with all the mother's care and patience, but to attend
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which in our elder writers is often called difcourfe,
or the difcurfive faculty, as by Hooker, Lord
Bacon, and Hobbes: and an underftanding en-
lightened by reafon Shakefpeare gives as the contra-
diftinguithing charaéter of man, under the name
¢ difcourfe of reafon.” In fhort, the human un-
derftanding poficfles two diftin&t organs, the out-
ward fenfe, apd the mind’s eye, which is reafon :
wherever we ufe that phrafe, the ¢ niind’s eye,’ in
its proper fenfe, and not as a mere fynonyme of
the memory or the fancy. In this way we recon-
cile the promife of revelation, that the blefled will
fee God, with the declaration of St. John, No man
hath feen God at any time*

I will add one other illuftration to prevent any
mifconception, as if I were dividing the human
foul into different eflences, or ideal perfons. In
this piece of fteel I acknowledge the properties of
hardnefs, brittlenefs, high polith, and the capabi-
lity of forming a mirror. I find all thefe likewife
in the plate glafs of a friend’s carriage ; but in ad-
dition to all thefe I find the quality of tranfpa-
rency, or the power of tranfmitting, as well as of
refleting, the rays of light. The application is
-obvious.

If the reader therefore will take the trouble of

the chickens afterwards, and find the food for them. I
have myfelf known a Newfoundland dog, who watched
and guarded a family of young children with all the intel-
ligence of a nurfe, during their walks.

* 1 Ep.iv. 12.—Ed.
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bearing in mind thefe and the following explana-
tions, he will have removed before hand every
poflible difficulty from The Friend’s political fec-
tion. For there is another ufe of the word, reafon,
arifing out of the former indeed, but lefs definite,
and more expofed to mifconception. In this lat-
ter ufe it means the underftanding confidered as
ufing the reafon, forfar as by the organ of reafon
only we pofléfs the ideas of the neceflary and the
univerfal ; and this is the more common ufe of the
word, when i is applied with any attempt at clcar
and diftin& conceptions. In this narrower and
derivative fenfe the beft definition of reafon, which
I can give, will be found in the third member of
the following fentence, in which the underftanding
is defcribed in its three-fold operation, and from
each receives an appropriate name. The fenfe,—
vis fenfitiva vel intuitiva— perceives : vis regula-
trix—the underftanding, in its own peculiar ope-
ration — conceives : vis rationalis—the reafon or
rationalized underftanding— comprehends.  The
firft is imprefled through the organs of fenfe ; the
fecond combines thefe multifarious impreffions into
individual notions, and by reducing thefe notions
to rules, according to the analogy of all its former»
notices, conftitutes experience : the third fubor-
dinates both of them, the notions, namely, and the
rules of experience, to abfolute principles or ne-
ceflary laws: and thus concerning objeés, which
our experience has proved to have real exiftence,
it demontftrates, moreover, in what way they are
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poffible, and in doing this conftitutes fcience.
Reafon therefore, in this fecondary fenfe, and ufed,
not as a fpiritual organ, but as a faculty, namely,
the underftanding or foul enlightened by that or-
gan,—reafon, I fay, or the f{cientific faculty, is the
intellection of the poffibility or efential properties
of things by means of the laws that conftitute
them. Thus the rational idea of a circle is that
of a figure conftituted by the circumvolution of a
ftraight line with its one end fixed.

Every man muft fcel, that though he may not
be exerting different faculties, he is exerting his
facultics in a different way, when in one inftance
he begins with fome one felf-evident truth, — that
the radii of a circle, for inftance, are all equal,—
and in confequence of this being true fees at once,
without any actual experience, that fome other
thing muft be true likewife, and that, this being
true, fome third thing muft be equally true, and fo
on till he comes, we will fay, to the properties of
the lever, confidercd as the fpoke of a circle; which
is capable of having all its marvellous powers de-
montftrated even to a favage who had never feen a
lever, and without fuppofing any other previous
>knowledge in his mind, but this one, that there is
a conceivable figure, all poflible lines from the
middle to the circumference of which are of the
fame length: or when, in another inftance, he
brings together the fa&ts of experience, cach of
which has its own feparate value, neither increafed
nor diminifhed by the truth of any other fact which
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may have preceded it; and making thefe feveral
fallts bear upon fome particular projeét, and find-
ing fome in favour of it, and fome againft it, de-
termines for or againft the project, according as
one or the other clafs of fats preponderate : as,
for example, whether it would be better to plant a
particular fpot of ground with larch, or with Scotch
fir, or with oak in preference to either. Surely
every man will acknowledge, that his mind was
very differently employed in the firft cafe from
what it was ix the fecond; and all men have agreed
to call the refults of the firft clafs the truths of
fcience, fuch as not only are true, but which it is
impoflible to conceive otherwife : while the refults
of the fecond clafs are called fats, or things of ex-
perience : and as to thefe latter we muft often con-
tent ourfelves with the greater probability, that
they are fo or fo, rather than otherwife—nay, even
when we have no doubt that they are fo in the
particular cafe, we never prefume to aflert that
they muft continue fo always, and under all cir-
cumftances. On the contrary, our conclufions
depend altogether on contingent circumftances.
Now when the mind is employed, as in the cafe
firft mentioned, I call it reafoning, or the ufe of»
the pure reafon ; but, in the fecond cafe, the un-
derftanding or prudence.

"T'his reafon applied to the motives of our con-
dué&, and combined with the fenfe of our moral
refponfibility, is the conditional caufe of confcience,
which is a fpiritual fenfe or teftifying ftatc of the
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coincidence or difcordance of the free will with the
reafon. But as the reafoning confifts wholly in a
man’s power of feeing, whether any two concep-
tions which happen to be in his mind, are, or are
not in contradiction to each other, it follows of
neceffity, not only that all qen have reafon, but
that every man has it in the fame degrec. For
reafoning, or, reafon, in this?its fecondary fenfe,
does not confift in the conceptions themfelves or
in their clearnefs, but fimply, when they are in the
mind, in fecing whether they contradict each other
or no.

And again, as in the determinations of confcience
the only knowledge required is that of my own in-
tention — whether in doing fuch a thing, inftcad of
leaving it undone, I did what I fhould think right
if any other perfon had done it ; it follows that in
the mere queftion of guilt or innocence, all men
have not only reafon equally, but likewife all the
materials on which the reafon, confidered as con-
fcience, is to work. But when we pafs out of our-
felves, and fpeak, not exclufively of the agent as
meaning well or ill; but of the ation in its con-
fequences, then of courfe experience is required,
sudgment in making ufe of it, and all thofc other
qualities of the mind which are fo differently dif-
penfed to different perfons, both by nature and
education. And though the reafon itfelf is the
fame in all men, yet the means of exercifing it,
and the materials, —that is, the facts and concep-
tions— on which it is exercifed, being poflefled in

VOL. I. P
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very different degrees by different perfons, the prac-
tical refult is, of courfe, equally difterent—and the
whole ground work of Roufleau’s philofophy ends
in a mere nothingifm.—Even in that branch of
knowledge, where the conceptions, on the con-
gruity of which with each other, the reafon is to
decide, are all poﬂéffcd alike by all men, namely
in geometry ; —for all men in their fenfes poflefs
all the compbnent images, namely fimple curves
and ftraight lines ; yet the power of attention re-
quired for the perception of linked truths, even of
fuch truths, is {o very different in A and in B, that
Sir Ifaac Newton profefled that it was in this power
only that he was fuperior to ordinary men. In
fhort, the fophifm is as grofs as if I fhould fay,—
the fouls of all men have the faculty of fight in an
equal degree — forgetting to add, that this faculty
cannot be exercifed without eyes, and that fome
men are blind and others fhort-fighted, —and thould
then take advantage of this my omiffion to con-
clude againft the ufe or neceffity of fpectacles, and
microfcopes,—or of choofing the fharpeft fighted
men for our guides.

Having expofed this grofs fophifm, I muft warn
againft an oppofite error— namely, that if reafon,
as diftinguithed from prudence, confifts merely in
knowing that black cannot be white—or when a
man has a clear conception of an inclofed figure,
and another equally clear conception of a ftraight
line, his reafon teaches him that thefe two concep-
tions arc incompatible in the fame objedt, that is,
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that two ftraight lines cannot include a fpace — —
the rcafon muft thercfore be a very infignificant
faculty. For a moment’s fteady felf-reflection will
fhew us, that in the fimple determination ¢ black
is not white’ —or, ¢ that two ftraight lines cannot
include a fpace’—all the powers are implied, that
diftinguith man from animals ; —firft, the power
of refletion4—2d, of comparifon— 3d, and there-
fore of fufpenfion of the mind — 4tR, therefore of
a controlling will, and the power of ating from
notions, inftead of mere images excinng appetites ;
from motives, and not from mere dark inftinéts.
Was it an infignificant thing to weigh the planets,
to determine all their courfes, and prophefy every
poffible relation of the heavens a thoufand years
hence? Yet all this mighty chain of fcience is
nothing but a linking together of truths of the fame
kind, as, the whole is greater than its part ; —or,
if A and B=C., then A=B: or 3+4=7, there-
fore 7+ 5=12, and fo forth. X is to be found
either in A or B, or C or D : it is not found in
A, B, or C; therefore it is to be found in D, —
What can be fimpler? Apply this to a brute animal.
A dog mifles his mafter where four roads meet ;—
~he has come up one, fmells to two of the others,
and then with his head aloft darts forward to the
fourth road without any examination. If this were
done by a conclufion, the dog would have reafon ;
—how comes it then, that he never fhews it in
his ordinary habits ?  Why does this ftory excite
cither wonder or incredulity ? —If the ftory be a
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fact, and not a fition, I fhould fay—the breeze
brought his mafter’s fcent down the fourth read to
the dog’s nofe, and that therefore he did not put it
down to the road, as in the two former inftances.
So awful and almoft miraculous does the fimple aét
of concluding, that ¢take three from four, therc
remains one,” appear to us, when attributed to onc
of the moft fagaciout of all brute animals.




THE FRIEND.

SECTION THE FIRST,

On the Principles of Political Knowledge.

Hoc potifimum pallo felicem ac magnum regem Je fore
Judicans, non fi quam plurimis fcd i quam optimis imperet.
Proinde parum cffe putat juftis prafidiis regnum fuum mu-
niiffe, nifi idem wiris eruditione juxta ac vite integritate
precellentibus ditet atque honeflet.  Nimirum intelligit hac
demum effe vera regni decora, has veras opes.

ErasMus: Epist, aD Episc. Paris.
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Dum politici fapinfeule hominibus magis infidiantur quam
confulunt, potius callidi quam [apientes; téeoretici ¢ contra-
rio fe rem divinam facere et [apientie culmen attingere cre-
dunt, quando humanam naturam, que nullibi eff, multis mo-
dis laudare, et eam, que ve vera eff, diftis laceffere norunt.
Unde faétum eft, ut nunquam politicam conceperint que paffit
ad ufum revocari; I/‘ed que in Utopia vel in illo poetarum
aureo feculo, ubi fcilicet minime neceffe erat, inflitui potuif-
Jet. At mihi plane perfuadeo, experientiam omnia civita-
tum genera, quea concipi poffunt ut homines concorditer vi-
want, et fimul media, quibus multitudo dirigi, feu quibus intra
certos limites contineri debeat, offendiffe : 1ta ut non credam,
nos poffe aliquid, quod ab experientia five praxi non abhor-
reat, cogitatione de hac re affequi, quod nondum expertum
compertumque fit.

Cum igitur animum ad politicam applicuerim, nikil quod
novum wel inauditum ef} ; fed tantum ea que cum praxi op-
time conveniunt, certa et indubitata ratione demonfirare aut
ex ipfa humane nature conditione deducere, intendi.  Et ut
ea quee ad hanc [cientiam [pellant, eadem animi libertate, qua
res mathematicas ﬁzlemu:, inquirerem, fedulo curavi huma-
nas altiones non ridere, non lugere, neque deteflari; fed in-
telligere. Nec ad imperii fecuritatem refert quo antmo ho-
mines inducantur ad res rette adminiflrandas, modo res refte
adminifirentur.  Animi enim libertas, feu fortitudo, privata
virtus eft; at imperii virtus fecuritas.

SriNosa Op. Poft. p. 267.

While the mere pratical ftatefiman too often rather plots
againft mankind, than confults their intereft, crafty, not
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wife ; the mere theorifts, on the other hand, imagine that
they are employed in a glorious work, and believe them-
felves at the very fummit of earthly wifdom, when they are
able, in fet and varied language, to extol that human na-
ture, which exifts no where, except indced in their own
fancy, and to accufe and vilify our nature as it really is.
Hence it has happened, that thefe men have never conceived
a praéticable l'cﬂcmc of civil policy, but, at beft, fuch forms
of government only, as might have been inftituted in Uto-
pia, or during the golden age of the poets: that is to fay,
torms of government exca'lently adapted for thofe who need
no government a¢ all.  But I am fully perfiaded, that ex-
perience has already brought to light all conceivable forts
of political inftitutions under whic%\ human fociety can be
maintained in concord, and likewife the chief means of di-
reting the multilude, or retaining them within given boun-
daries: fo that I can hardly believe, that on this fubje&t
the deepeft refearch would arrive at any refult, not abhor-
rent from experience and praétice, which has not been al-
ready tried and proved.

When, therefore, I applied my thoughts to the ftudy of
political philofophy, I propofed to myfelf nothing original
or ftrange as the fruits of my refleGtions ; but fimply to de-
monftrate from plain and undoubted principles, or to deduce
from the very condition and neceflities of human nature,
thofe plans and maxims which fquare the beft with pradtice.
And that in all things which relate to this province, I might
conduét my inveftigations with the fame freedom of intel-
le&t with which we proceed in queftions of pure fcience, I
feduloufly difciplined my mind neither to laugh at, nor be-
wail, nor deteft, the a&tions of men; butto umﬁ:rﬁand them,
For to the fafety of the ftate it is not of ncceffary import-
ance, what motives induce men to adminifter public affairs
rightly, provided only that public affairs be rightly admi-
niftered.* For moral ftrength, or freedom from the felfith
paffions, is the virtue of individuals ; but fecurity is the vir-
tue of a ftate.

* I regret, that I fhould have given, by thus feleding it
for my motto, an implied confent to this very plaufible, but
falfe and dangerous pofition. 1830.
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On the Principles of Political Philofophy.

N6X LL the different philofophical fyftems
of political juftice, all the theories on
the rightful origin of government, are
&Y reducible in the end to three claffes,
correfpondent to the three different points of view,
in which the human being #fclf may be contem-
plated The firft denics all truta and diftinét
meaning to the words, right and duty; and affirm-
ing that the human mind confifts gf nothing but
manifold modifications of paflive fenfation, confi-
ders men as the higheft fort of animals indeed, but
at the fame time the moft wretched ; inafmuch as
their defencelefs nature forces them into fociety :
while fuch is the multiplicity of wants engendered
by the focial ftate, that the withes of one are fure
to be in contradittion to thofe of fome other. The
affertors of this fyftem confequently afcribe the ori-
gin and continuance of government to fear, or the
power of the ftronger, aided by the force of cuf-
tom. ‘This is the fyftem of Hobbes. Its ftate-
ment is its confutation. It is, indeed, in the literal
fenfe of the word prepofterous: for fear pre-fup-
pofes conqueft, and conqueft a previous union and
agreement between the conquerors. A vaft em-
pire may perhaps be governed by fear; at leaft
the fuppofition is not abfolutely inconceivable, un-
der circumftances which prevent the confciouf-
nefs of a common ftrength. A million of men
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united by mutual confidence and free intercourfe
of thoughts form one power, and this is as much
a real thing as a fteam engine; but a million of
infulated individuals is only an abftraction of the
mind, and but one told fo many times over with-
out addition, as an idiot would tell the clock at
noon—one, one, one.  But when, in the firft in-
ftances, the defcendants of one family joined toge-
ther to attack thofe of another family, it is impoffi-
ble that their chief or leader thould have appeared
to them ftronger than all the reft together ; they
muft therefore have chofen him, and this as for
particular purpofes, {o doubtlefs under particular
conditions, exprefled or underftood. Such we
know to be the cafe with the North American
tribes at prefent; fuch, we are informed by hif-
tory, was the cafe with our own remote anceftors.
Therefore, even on the fyftem of thofe who, in
contempt of the oldeft and moft authentic records,
confider the favage as the firft and natural ftate of
man, government muft have originated in choice
and an agreement. The apparent exceptions in
Africa and Afia are, if poflible, ftill more fubver-
five of this fyftem : for they will be found to have
originated in religious impofture, and the firft chiefs
to have fecured a willing and enthufiaftic obe-
dience to themfelves as delegates of the Deity.
But the whole theory is bafelefs. We are told
by hiftory, we learn from our experience, we know
from our own hearts, that fear, of itfelf, is utterly
incapable of producing any regular, continuous,
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and calculable effe&, even on an individual ; and
that the fear, which does a& fyftematically upon
the mind, always prefuppofes a fenfe of duty, as
its caufe. The moft cowardly of the European
nations, the Neapolitans and Sicilians, thofe among
whom the fear of death exercnfes the moft tyran-
nous influence relatively to their own perfons, are
the very mgn who leaft fear to take away the life
of a fellow-citizen by poifon or aflaffination;
while in Great Britain, a tyrant, who has abufed
the power, which a vaft propertyghas given him,
to opprefs a whole neighbourhood, can walk in
fafety unarmed and unattended, amid a hundred
men, each of whom feels his heart burn with rage
and indignation at the fight of him. It was this
man who broke my father’s heart ; or, it is through
him that my children are clad in rags, and cry for
the food which I am no longer able to provide
for them. And yet they dare not touch a hair of
his head! Whence does this arife? Is it from
a cowardice of fenfibility that makes the injured
man fhudder at the thought of fhedding blood ?
Or from a cowardice of felfithnefs which makes
him afraid of hazarding his own life? Neither
the one nor the other! The field of Waterloo,
as the moft recent of a hundred equal proofs, has
borne witnefs that,—

——bring a Briton frac his hill,

S'ty, fu(l\ is royal George s w11|
An’ there’s the foe,
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He has nae thought but how to kill

Twa at a blow,
Nae cauld, faint-hearted doubtings teafe him
Death comes, wi’ fearlefs eye he fees him;
Wi’ bluidy hand, a welcome gies him ;

And when he fa’s,
His lateft draught o’ breathin leaves him

In faint huzzas.* ,

[}

Whence then arifes the difference of feeling in
the former cafe? T what does the oppreflor
owe his fafety ?" Tothe fpirit-quelling thought ;—
the laws of God and of my country have made his
life facred ! Itdare not touch a hair of his head !
—"Tis confcience that makes cowards of us all,—
but oh! it is confcience too which makes heroes
of us all.

* Burns.—Ed.
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Le plus fort weft jamais affex®fort pour étre toujours le
maitre, s'il ne transforme fa force en dro.: et lobeiffance en
devoir. Rousseau.

Viribus parantur provincie, jure retinentur. Igitur breve
. ’ i @y JureTenn Sy
id gaudium, quippe Germani viéti magis, Quam domiti.
FLorus, iv. 12.*

The ftrongett is never ftrong enough to be always the
mafter, unlefs he transforms his power into right, and obe-
dience into duty.

Provinces are taken by foree, but they are kept by right.
This exultation therefore was of briet continuance, naf-
much as the Germans had been overcome, but not fub-
dued. '

WX TRULY great man,t the beft and
) 9) greateft public characer that I had
Wl ever the opportunity of making my-
I &Y felf acquainted with, — on affluming
the command of a man of war, found a mutinous
crew, more than onc half of them uneducated
Irithmen, and of the remainder no fmall portion
had become failors by compromife of punifhment.
What terror could eftect by feverity and frequency
of alls of difcipline, had been already effeGted.

= Slightly altered.—Ed.
+ Sir Alexander Ball,—Ed,
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And what was this effe&®? Something like that of
a polar winter on a flaftk of brandy. The furious
ipirit concentered itfclf with tenfold ftrength at the
heart ; open violence was changed into fecret plots
and confpiracies ; and the confequent orderlinefs
of the crew, as far as they were orderly, was but
the brooding of a tempeft. The new commandcr
inftantly commenced u fyftem of difcipline as near
as poffible to ‘that of ordinary law ; —as much
as poffible, he avoided, in his own perfon, the ap-
pearance of any will or arbitrary power to vary, or
to remit, punithment. The rules to be obferved
were affixed to a confpicuous part of the fhip,
with the particular penaltics for the breach of cach
particular rule ; and care was taken that every in-
dividual of the fhip thould know and underftand
this code. With a fingle exception in the cafe of
mutinous behaviour, a fpace of twenty-four hours
was appointed between the firft charge and the
fecond hearing of the caufe, at which time the ac-
cufed perfon was permitted and required to bring
forward whatever he thought conducive to his
defence or palliation.  If; as was commonly the
cafe — for the officers well knew that the com-
mander would ferioufly refent in them all caprice
of will, and by no means permit to others what he
denied to himfelf,—no anfwer could be returned
to the three queftions — Did you not commit the
alt? Did you not know that it was in contempt
of fuch a rule; and in defiance of fuch a punifh-
ment? And was it not wholly in your own power
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to have obeyed the one and avoided the other? —
the fentence was then paflfed with the greateft
folemnity, and another, but fhorter, fpacc of time
was again interpofed between it and its actual ex-
ecution. During this fpace the feelings of the
commander, as a man, were fo well blended with
his 1nﬂex1b111ty, as the orgah of the law ; and how
much he fuffered previouflysto and during the ex-
ccution of the fentence was {o weli known to the
crew, that it became a common faying with them
when a failor was about to be punjthed, the cap-
tain takes it more to heart than the fellow himfelf.
But whenever the commander perceived any trait
of pride in the oftender, or the germs of any noble
fecling, he loft no opportunity of faying, It is
not the pain that you are about to fuffer which
grieves me ! You are none of you, I truft, fuch
cowards as to turn faint-hearted at the thought of
that ! but that, being a man, and one who is to fight
for his king and country, you fhould have made it
neceflary to treat you as a vicious beaft,—it is this
that grieves me.”

I have been aflured, both by a gentleman who
was a licutenant on board that fhip at the time when
the heroifm of its captain, aided by his character-
iftic calmnefs and forefight, greatly influenced the
decifion of the moft glorious battle recorded in the
annals of our naval hiftory ; and very recently by
a grey-headed failor, who did not even know my
name, or could have fufpected that I was previoufly
acquainted with the circumftances—1I have been
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aflured, I fay, that the fuccefs of this plan was fuch
as aftonifhed the oldeft officers, and convinced the
moft incredulous. Ruffians, who, like the old Buc-
caneers, had been ufed to infli¢t torture on them-
felves for fport, or in order to harden themfelves
beforehand, were tamed and overpoyered, how or
why they themfelves knew not. From the fiercelt
fpirits were heard the moft earncft eptreaties for
the forgivenefs bf their commander : not before the
punithment, for it was too well known that then
they would haye been to no purpofe, but days after
it, when the bodily pain was remembered but as a
dream. An invifible power it was, that quelled
them, a power, which was therefore irrefiftible,
becaufe it took away the very will of refifting. It
was the awful power of law, adting on natures
pre-configured to its influences. A faculty was
appealed to in the offender’s own being; a faculty
and a prefence, of which he had not been previoufly
made aware,—but it anfwered to the appeal ; its
real exiftence therefore could not be doubted, or its
reply rendered inaudible ; and the very ftruggle of
the wilder paffions to keep uppermoft counteracted
their own purpofe, by wafting in internal conteft
that energy which before had acted in its entirenefs
on cxternal refiftance or provocation. Strength
may be met with ftrength ; the power of infliting
pain may be baffled by the pride of endurance ; the
eye of rage may be anfwered by the ftare of de-
fiance, or the downcatt look of dark and revengeful
refolve ; and with all this there is an outward and
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determined objeét to which the mind can attach
its paffions and purpofes, and bury its own dif-
quietudes in the full occupation of the fenfes. But
who dares ftruggle with an invifible combatant,—
with an enemy which exifts and makes us know its
exiftence — bqt where it ls, we afk in vain !—No
fphce contains it—time promifes no control over it
—it has no ear for my threatst~it has no fubftance,
that my hands can grafp, or my weapons find vul-
nerable—it commands and cannot be commanded
—it aéts and is infufceptible of my ae-aétion—the
more I ftrive to fubdue it, the more am I compelled
to think of it—and the more I think of it, the more
do I find it to poflefs a reality out of myfelf, and
not to be a phantom of my own imagination ; that
all; but the moft abandoned men, acknowledge its
authority, and that the whole ftrength and majefty
of my country are pledged to fupport it; and yet
that for me its power is the fame with that of my
own permanent fclf, and that all the choice, which
is permitted to me, confifts in having it for my
guardian angel or my avenging fiend! "This is the
fpirit of law ! the lute of Amphion, the harp of
Orpheus! This is the true neceflity, which com-

. pels man into the focial ftate, now and always, by
a ftill-beginning, never-ceafing, force of moral co-
hefion.

Thus is man to be governed, and thus only can
he be governed. For from his creation the objeéts
of his fenfes were to become his fubjelts, and the
tafk allotted to him was to fubdue the vifible world

VOL. I. Q
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within the phere of alion circumicribed by thofe
fenfes, as far as they could a& in concert. What
the eye beholds, the hand ftrives to reach ; what jt
reaches, it conquers, and makes the inftrument of
further conqueft. We can be fubdued by that alone
which is analagous in kind to that,by which we
fubdue : therefore by the invifible powers of olr
nature, whofe immedfate prefence is difclofed to our
inner fenfe, and only as the fymbols and language
of which all fhapes and modifications of matter be-
come formidable to us.

A machine continues to move by the force which
firft fet it in motion. If only the fmalleft num-
ber in any ftate, properly fo called, hold together
through the influence of any fear that does not it-
felf pre-fuppofe the fenfe of duty, it is evident that
the ftate itfelf could not have commenced through
animal fear. We hear, indeed, of conquefts; but
how docs hiftory reprefent thefe? Almoft without
exception as the fubftitution of one fet of governors
for another: and fo far is the conqueror from re-
lying on fear alone to fecure the obedicnce of the
conquered, that his firft ftepis to demand an oath
of fealty from them, by which he would impofe
upon them the belief, that they become fubjects :
for who would think of adminiftering an oath to ¢
gang of flaves? But what can make the difference
between flave and fubjed, if not the exiftence o
an implicd contra& in the one cafe, and not in the
other? And to what purpofe would a contra¢
ferve, if, however it might be entered into throug!
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fear, it were deemed binding only in confequence
of fear? To repeat my former illuftration—where
fear alone is relied on, as in a flave fhip, the chains
that bind the poor vi€tims muft be material chains :
for thefe only can act upon feelings which have
their fource yholly in the material organization.
Hobbes has faid, that laws without the fword are
but bits of parchment. Ho® far this is true, every
honeft man’s heart will beft tell him; if he will con-
tent himfelf with afking his own heart, and not
falfify the anfwer by his notions @oncerning the
hearts of other men. But were it true, ftill the fair
anfwer would be—Well | but without the laws the
fword is but a piece of iron. The wretched tyrant,
who difgraces the prefent age and human nature
itfelf, had exhaufted the whole magazine of animal
terror, in order to confolidate his truly Satanic go-
vernment. But look at the new French catechifm,
and in it read the mifgivings of his mind, as to the
fufficiency of terror alone !  The fyftem, which I
have been confuting, is indeed fo inconfiftent with
the faéts revealed to us by our own mind, and fo
utterly unfupported by any fals of hiftory, that I
thould be cenfurable in wafting my own time and
my reader’s patience by the expofure of its falfe-
hood, but that the arguments adduced have a value
of themfelves independently of their prefent appli-
cation. Elfe it would have been an ample and fa-
tisfaCtory reply to an aflertor of this beftial theory :
—Government is a thing which relates to men, and
what you fay applies only to beatts.
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Before I proceed to the fecond of thefe fyftems,
let me remove a poffible mifunderftanding that may
have arifen from the ufe of the word contra : as
if I had afferted, that the whole duty of obedience
to governors is derived from, and dependent on,
the fatt of an original contract. I, freely admit,
that to make this the caufe and origin of politichl
obligation, is not only a dangerous but an abfurd
theory ; for what could give moral force to the
contrat? The fame fenfe of duty which binds us
to keep it, muft have pre-exifted as impelling us
to make it. For what man in his fenfes would re-
gard the faithful obfervation of a contract entered
into to plunder a neighbour’s houfe, but as a treble
crime? Firft the a&, which is a crime of itfelf;
fecondly, the entering into a contract which it is
a crime to obferve, and yet a weakening of one of
the main pillars of human confidence not to ob-
ferve, and thus voluntarily placing ourfelves under
the neceflity of choofing between two evils ;—and
thirdly, the crime of choofing the greater of the
two evils, by the unlawful obfervance of an un-
lawful promife. But in my fenfe, the word con-
tract is merely fynonymous with the fenfe of duty
alting in a fpecific direction, that is, determining
our moral relations, as members of a body politic.
If I have referred to a fuppofed origin of govern-
ment, it has been in courtefy to a common notion :
for I myfelf regard the fuppofition as no more
than a means of fimplifying to our apprehenfion
the ever-continuing caufes of focial union, even as
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the converfation of the world may be reprefented
as an act of continued creation. For, what if an
original contra& had really been entered into, and
formally recorded ? Still it could do no more than
bind the contracting parties to at for the general
ood in the beft manner, that the exifting relations
among themfelves, (ftate of property, religion, and
fo forth) og the one hand,”and the external cir-
cumftances on the other (ambitious or barbarous
neighbours, and the like,) required or permitted.
In after times it could be appealedsto only for the
general principle, and no more, than the ideal con-
tract, could it affe&t a queftion of ways and means.
As each particular age brings with it its own exigen-
cies, fo muft it rely on its own prudence for the fpe-
cific meafures by which they are to be encountered.
Neverthelefs, it affluredly cannot be denied, that
an original,—more accurately, an ever-originating,
—contract is a very natural and fignificant mode
of exprefling the reciprocal duties of fubjeét and
fovereign. We nced only confider the utility of
a real and formal ftate contrat,— the Bill of
Rights for inftance,—as a fort of ¢/? demonfiratum
in politics ; and the contempt lavithed on this no-
tion, though fufficiently compatible with the tenets
of a Hume, will feem ftrange to us in the writings
of a Proteftant clergyman,* who furely owed fome
refpect to a mode of thinking which God himfelf

* See Paley’s Moral and Political Philofophy. B. vi.
c. 3.—Ed.
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had authorifed by his own example, in the eftablith-
ment of the Jewifh conftitution. In this inftance
there was no neceflity for deducing the will of
God from the tendency of the laws to the general
happinefs: his will was expreflly declared. Never-
thelefs, it feemed good  to the divine. wifdom, that
there fhould be a covenant, an original contrat,
between himfelf as fovereign, and the Hebrew na-
tion as fubje@s. This I admit was a written and
formal contra@ ; but the relations of mankind, as
members of a Body fpiritual, or religious common-
wealth, to the Saviour, as its head or regent ; —is
not this, too, ftyled a covenant, though it would
be abfurd to afk for the material inftrument that
contained it, or the time when it was figned or
voted by the members of the church collectively.*

With this explanation, the aflertion of an origi-
nal or a perpetual contrat is refcued from all ra-
tional objeétion; and however fpecioufly it may
be urged, that hiftory can fcarcely produce a fingle
example of a ftate dating its primary eftablifhment
from a free and mutual covenant, the anfwer is
ready : if there be any difference between a govern-
ment and a band of robbers, an aét of confent muft
be fuppofed on the part of the people governed.

* It is perhaps to be regretted, that the words, Old and
New Teftament,—they having loft the fenfe intended by
the tranflators of the gible,—— ave not been changed into
the Old and New Covenant. We cannot too carefully
keep in fight a notion, which appeared to the Primitive
Church the fitteft and moft feriptural mode of reprefenting
the fum of the contents of the facred writings.
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Human inftjtutions cannot be whelly conftruéted on prin-
ciples of fcience, which is proper to immutable objets. In
the government of the vifible world the Supreme Wifdom
itfelf fubmits to be the author of the better ; not of the beft,
but of the beft poffible in the fubfifting glations.  Much
more muft all human legiflators give way to many evils ra-
ther than encourage the difcontent that would lead to worfe
remedies,  If it 1s not in the power of man to conftrué
even the arch of a bridge that fhall exaétly correfpond in its
ftrength to the calculations of geometry, how much lefs can
human fcience conftrut a conftitution cxcept by rendering
itfelf flexible to experience and expediency : where fo many
things muft fall out accidentally, and come not into any
compliance with the preconceived ends : but men are forced
to comply fubfequently, and to ftrike in with things as they
fall out, by after applications of them to their purpofes, or
by framing their purpofes to them. SouTH.

LN HE fecond fyftem correfponds to the
v fecond point of view under which
the human being may be confidered,
3 A namely, as an animal gifted with un-
derftanding, or the faculty of fuiting meafures to
circumftances. According to this theory, every
inftitution of national origin needs no other jufti-
fication than a proof, that under the particular cir-
cumttances it is expedient. Having in my former
eflays exprefled myfelf,—fo at leaft I am con-
fcious I fhall have appeared to do to many per-
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fons ;—with comparative flight of the underftand-
ing confidered as the fole guide of human con-
dué, and even with fomething like contempt and
reprobation of the maxims of expedience, when
reprefented as the only fteady light of the con-
{cience, and the abfolute foundation of all morality;
I fhall perhaps feem ghilty of an inc'onﬁﬁency, th
declaring myfelf an adherent of this fecond fyftem,
a zealous advocate for deriving the various forms
and modes of government from human prudence,
and of deeming that to be juft which experience
has proved to be expedient. From this charge of
inconfiftency * I fhall beft exculpate myfelf by the
full ftatement of the third fyftem, and by the ex-
pofition of its grounds and confequences.

* Diftinét notions do not fuppofe different things. When
I make a threefold diftin&ion in human nature, I am fully
aware, that it is a diftintion, not a divifion, and that in
every a& of mind the man unites the roPerties of fenfe,
underftanding, and reafon. N everthclel}s) it 1s of great prac-
tical importance, that thefe diftinétions fhould be made
and underftood, the ignorance or perverfion of them bein
alike injurious ; as the firft French conftitution has mol
lamentably proved. It was the fathion in the profligate
times of Charles II. to laugh at the Prefbyterians, for dif-
tinguithing between the perfon and the king; while in
faét they were ridiculing the moft venerable maxims of
Englith law ;— the king never dies—the king can do no
wron ,--amf fubverting the principles of genuine loyalty,
in order to prepare the minds of the people for defpotifm.

Under the term “ fenfe,” I comprife whatever is paffive
in our being, without any reference to the queftion of ma-
terialifm or immaterialifin ; all that man is in common with
animals, in kind at leaft — his fenfations, and impreflions,
whether of his outward fenfes, or the inner fenfe of imagi-
nation. This, in the language of the {chools, was called
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The third and laft fyftem, then, denies all right-
ful origin to government, except as far as it is de-
rivable from principles contained in the reafon of
man, and judges all the relations of man in fociety
by the laws of moral neceflity, according to ideas.
—I here ufe the word in its higheft and primitive
{&nfe, and as ‘nearly fynonynous with the modern
word ideal,—according to archetypal ideas co-ef-
fential with the reafon, the confcivufnefs of thefe
idcas being indeed the fign and neceflary produét
of the full development of the reafon. The fol-
lowing then is the fundamental principle of this
theory : Nothing is to be deemed rightful in civil
fociety, or to be tolerated as fuch, but what is ca-
pable of being demonftrated out of the original

the wis receptiva, or recipient property of the foul, from
the original conftitution of which we perceive and imagine
all things under the forms of fpace and time. By the
« under(%anding," I mean the faculty of thinking and
forming judgments on the notices furnithed by the fenfe,
according to certain rules exifting in itfelf, which rules
conftitute its diftinét nature. By the pure ¢ reafon,™ I
mean the power by which we become poffefled of princi-

les,— the eternal verities of Plato and Defcartes, and of
1deas, not images— as the ideas of a point, a line, a circle,
in mathematics ;* and of juftice, holinefs, free-will, and the
like, in morals. Hence in works of pure fcience the defi-
nitions of neceflity precede the reafoning, in other works
they more aptly form the conclufion.

To many of my readers it will, I truft, be fome recom-
mendation of thefe diftinétions, that they are more than
once exprefled, and every where fuppofed{ in the writings
of St. Paul. I have no hefitation in undertaking to prove,

* In the feverity of logic, the geometrical point, line,
furface, circle, and fo forth, are theorems, not ideas,
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laws of the pure reafon. Of courfe, as there is
but one fyftem of geometry, fo according to this
theory there can be but one conftitution and one
fyftem of legiflation, and this confifts in the free-
dom, which is the common right of all men, under
the controul of that moral neceflity, which is the
common duty of all mén. Whatever is not every
where neceflary, is no where right.  On this af-
fumption the whole theory is built. To ftate it
makedly is to confute it fatisfactorily. So at leaft
it fhould feem,, But in how winning and fpecious
a manner this fyftem may be reprefented even to
minds of the loftieft order, if undifciplined and un-
humbled by practical experience, has been proved
by the general impaflioned admiration and momen-

that every herefy which has difquicted the Chriftian Church,
from. Tritheifin to Socinianifim, has originated in and fup-
ported itfelf by, arguments rendered pguﬁb]c only by tEe
confufion of thefe faculties, and thus demanding for the
objeéls of one, a fort of evidence appropriated to thofe of
another faculty. — Thefe difquifitions have the misfortune
of being in ill-report, as dry and unfatisfatory ; but I hope,
in the courfe of the work, to gain them a better charaéter
—and if elucidations of their praftical importance from
the moft momentous events of hiftory, can render them in-
terefting, to give them that intereft at leaft. Befides, there
is furely fome good in the knowledge of truth, as truth .
—we were not made to live by bread alone — and in the
ftrengthening of the intelle€t. "It is an excellent remark of
Scaliger’s— Harum indagatio fubtilitatum, etfi non ¢ft utilis
ad machinas farinarias conficiendas, exuit animum tamen
infeitie rubigine, acuitque ad alia.—Exerc. 307. §§ 3. The
inveftigation of thefe fubtleties, though of no ufe to the
conftruction of machines for grinding corn, yet clears the
mind from the ruft of ignorance, and fharpens it or other
things.
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tous effe&ts of Rouflcau’s Du Contrat Social, and
the writings of the French economifts, or, as they
more appropriately entitled themfelves, phyfiocra-
tic philofophers : and in how tempting and dan-
gerous a manner it may be reprefented to the po-
pulace, has been made too evident in our own
cBuntry by the temporary effects of Paine’s Rights
of Man. R.elatively, howewver, to this latter work
it thould be obferved, that it is not a legitimate
offspring of any one theory, but a confufion of the

“immorality of the firft {yftem with the mifapplied
univerfal principles of the laft : and in this union,
or rather lawlefs alternation, confifts the effence
of Jacobinifm, as far as Jacobinifm is any thing
but a term of abufe, or has any meaning of its own
diftin from democracy and fedition.

A conftitution equally fuited to China and Ame-
rica, or to Ruflia and Great Britain, muft furely
be cqually unfit for both, and deferve as little re-
fpect in political, as a quack’s panacea in medical,
practice. Yet there are three weighty motives for
a diftin&t expofition of this theory,* and of the

% As metaphyfics are the {cience which determmes what
can, and what can not, be known of being and the laws of
being, a priori,—that is, from thofe neceflities of the mind
or forms of thinking, which, though firft revealed to us by
experience, muft yct have pre-exifted in order to make expe-
rience itfelt poflible, even as the eye muft exift previoufly to
any particular a& of fecing, though by fight only can we
know that we have eyes—{o might the philofophy of Rouf-
feau and his followers not inaptly be entitled, metapolitics,
and the do&prs of this fchool metapoliticians,



236 THE FRIEND.

ground on which its pretenfions are bottomed : and
I dare affirm, that for the fame reafons there are
few fubje&ts which in the prefent ftate of the world
have a fairer claim to the attention of every ferious
Englithman, who is likely, direétly or indirectly,
as partizan or as opponent, to intereft himfelf in
fchemes of reform. “
The firft motive ig derived from the propenfity
of mankind to’ miftake the abhorrence occafioned
by the unhappy effeéts or accompaniments of a
particular fyftgm for an infight into the falfehood
of its principles. And it is the latter only, a clear
infight, not any vehement emotion, that can fecure
its permanent rejection. For by a wife ordinance
of nature our feelings have no abiding-place in our
memory ; nay, the more vivid they are in the mo-
ment of their exiftence, the more dim and difficult
to be remembered do they make the thoughts which
accompanied them. Thofe of my readers, who
at any time of their life have been in the habit of
reading novels, may eafily convince themfelves of
this truth, by comparing their recollections of thofe
ftories which moft excited their curiofity, and even
painfully affeéted their feelings, with their recol-
letions of the calm and meditative pathos of
Shakefpeare and Milton. Hence it is that human
experience, like the ftern lights of a fhip at fea,
illumines only the path which we have pafled over.
The horrors of the Peafants’ War in Germany, and
the direful effe&s of the Anabaptift tenets, which
were only nominally different from thofe of Jaco-
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binifm by the fubftitution of religious for philofo-
phical jargon, ftruck all Europe for a time with
affright. Yet little more than a century was fuffi-
cient to obliterate all effeCtive memory of thofe
events: the fame principles budded forth anew,
and produced the fame fruits from the imprifon-
nfent of Charles I. to the®reftoration of his fon.
In the fucceeding generations, to the follies and
vices of the European courts, anc to the oppref-
five privileges of the nobility, were again transfer-
red thofe feelings of difguft and hagred, which for
a brief while the multitude had attached to the
crimes and extravagances of political and religious
fanaticifm : and the fame principles, aided by cir-
cumftances and drefled out in the oftentatious garb
of a fafhionable philofophy, once more rofe trium-
phant, and effeted the French revolution. That
man has refleéted little on human nature who does
not perceive that the deteftable maxims and cor-
refpondent crimes of the exifting French defpo-
tifm, have already dimmed the recolleions of the
democratic phrenzy in the minds of men ; by little
and little, have drawn off to other objets the elec-
tric force of the feelings, which had maffed and
upholden thofe recolle&tions; and that a favoura-
ble concurrence of occafions is alone wanting to
awaken the thunder and precipitate the lightning
from the oppofite quarter of the political heaven.
The true origin of human events is fo little fufcep-
tible of that kind of evidence which can compel
our belief even againft our will; and fo many are
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the difturbing forces which modify the motion
given by the firft projection; and every age has,
or imagines it has, its own circumftances which
render paft experience no longer applicable to the
prefent cafe ; that there will never be wanting an-
fwers and explanations, and fpecious flatteries of
hope. I well remember, that when the examples
of former Jacobins, Julius Ceafar, Cromwell, &c.
were adduced in France and England at the com-
mencement of the French Confulate, it was ridi-
culed as pedaptry and pedants’ ignorance, to fear
a repetition of fuch ufurpation at the clofe of the
enlightened eighteenth century.  Thofe who pof-
fefs the Moniteurs of that date will find fet proofs,
that fuch refults were little lefs than impoflible,
and that it was an infult to {o philofophical an age,
and fo enlightened a nation, to dare dire¢t the pub-
lic eye towards them as lights of admonition and
warning.

It is a common weaknefs with official ftatefmen,
and with thofe who deem themfelves honoured by
their acquaintance, to attribute great national events
to the influence of particular perfons, to the errors
of one man and to the intrigues of another, to any
poffible fpark of a particular occafion, rather than
to the true caufe, the predominant ftate of public
opinion. I have known men who, with moft fig-
nificant nods, and the civil contempt of pitying
half fmiles, have declared the natural explanation
of the French revolution, to be the mere fancies
of garretteers, and then, with the folemnity of ca-
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binet minifters, have proceeded to explain the
whole by anecdotes. It is fo ftimulant to the pride
of a vulgar mind, to be perfuaded that it knows
what few others know, and that it is the important
depofitory of a fort of ftate fecret, by communi-
cating which it confers an obligation on others!
But I have likewife met with men of intelligence,
who at the commencement of the revolution were
travelling on foot through the French provinces,
and they bear witnefs, that in the remoteft villages
every tonguc was cmployed in eghoing and en-
forcing the dotrines of the Parifian journalifts ;
that the public highways were crowded with en-
thufiafts, fome fhouting the watchwords of the re-
volution, others difputing on the moft abftraét prin-
ciples of the univerfal conftitution, which they fully
believed, that all the nations of the earth were
fhortly to adopt ; the moft ignorant among them
confident of his fitnefs for the higheft duties of a
legiflator ; and all prepared to fhed their blood in
the defence of the inalienable fovereignty of the
felf-governed people. The more abftra& the no-
tions were, with the clofer affinity did they combine
with the moft fervent feelings, and all the imme-
diate impulfes to altion. The Lord Chancel-
lor Bacon lived in an age of court intrigues, and
was familiarly acquainted with all the fecrets of
perfonal influence. He, if any man, was qualified
to take the gauge and meafurement of their com-
parative power; and he has told us, that there is
one, and but one infallible fource of political pro-
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phecy, the knowledge of the predominant opinions
and the fpeculative principles of men in general,
between the age of twenty and thirty.  Sir Philip
Sidney, — the favourite of Queen Elizabeth, the
paramount gentleman of Europe, the nephew, and
—as far as a good man could be—the confidant of
the intriguing and dark-minded Earl®of Leiccftet,
—was fo deeply conuinced that the principles dif-
fufed through she majority of a natior are the true
oracles from whence ftatefmen are to learn wif-
dom, and that when the people fpcak loudly it is
from their being ftrongly poflefled cither by the
godhead or the demon, that in the revolution of
the Netherlands he confidered the univerfal adop-
tion of one fet of principles, as a proof of the di-
vine prefence. ¢ If Her Majefty,’ fays he, ¢ were
the fountain, I would fear, confidering what 1
daily find, that we fhould wax dry. But fhe is
but a means which God ufeth.” But if my readers
wifh to fee the queftion of the efficacy of princi-
ples and popular opinions for evil and for good
proved and illuftrated with an eloquence worthy
of the fubject, I can refer them with the hardieft
anticipation of their thanks, to the late work con-
cerning the relations of Great Britain, Spain, and
Portugal, by my honoured friend, William Wordf-
worth, quem quoties lego, non verba mihi videor au-
dire, fed tonitrua. *

* I confider this reference to, and ftrong recommendation
of, the work above mentioned, not as a voluntary tribute of *
admiration, but as an aét of mere juftice both to myfelf and
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That erroneous political notions— they having
become general and a part of the popular creed—

to the readers of The Friend. My own heart bears me wit-
nefs, that I am atuated by the deepeft fenfe of the truth
of the principles, which it has been and ftill more will be
my endeavour te enforce, and ¢f their paramount import-
ance to the well-being of fociety at the prefent junéture :
and that the duty of making the attempt, and the hope of
not wholly faiding in it, are, far more than the with for the
doubtful good of literary reputation, or any yet meaner
obje&, my great and ruling motives. Mr. Wordfworth I
deem a fellow-labourer in the fame vincyjm], atuated by
the fame motives ahd teaching the fame principles, but with
far %reater powers of mind, and an eloquence more adequate
to the importance and majefty of the caufe. I am ftrength-
ened too by the knowledge, that I am not unauthorizegl by
the fympathy of many wife and good men, and men ac-
knowledged as fuch by the public, in my admiration of his
pamphlet.— Neque enim debet aperibus ejus obeffe, quod vivit.
An _/x‘ inter cos, quos numquam vidimus, floruiflet, non folum li-
bros ejus, verwm etiam imagines conquireremus, ejufdem nunc
honor prafentis, et gratia quafi [atictate langucfcet ? At hoc
pravum, malignumque e}, non admirari hominem admira-
tione digniffimum, quia videre, alloqui, audire, comple&di, nec
laudare tantum, verum etiam amare, contingit. PLIN. Epif.
Lib. I. 16.

It is hardly poflible for a man of ingenuous mind to aét
under the fear that he fhall be fufpected by honeft men of
the vilenefs of praifing a work to the public, merely becaufe
he happens to be perfonally acquainted with the author.
That this is fo commonly done in reviews, furnifhes only
an additional proof of the morbid hardnefs produced in the
moral fenfe by the habit of writing anonymous criticifms,
efpecially under the further difguife of a pretended board
or aflociation of critics, each man exprefling himfelf, to ufe
the words of Andrew Marvel, as a {ynodical individuum.
With regard, however, to the probability of being warped
by partiality, I can only fay that I judge of all works in-
differently by certain fixed rules previoufly formed in my
mind with al{thc power and vigilance of my judgment ; and
that I fhould certainly of the two apply them with greater

VOL. I. R
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have pradtical confequences, and thefe, of courfe,
of a moft fearful nature, is a truth as certain as
hiftoric evidence can make it: and that when the
feelings excited by thefe calamities have pafled
away, and the intereft in them has been difplaced
by more recent events, the fame egrors are likely
to be ftarted afrefh, pregnant with the fame cafa-
mities, is an evil rodted in human nature in the
prefent ftate of general information, for which we
have hitherto found no adequate remedy. It may,
perhaps in tht fcheme of Providence, be proper
and conducive to its ends, that no adequate remedy
fhould exift : for the folly of men is the wifdom of
God. But if there be any means, if not of pre-
venting, yet of palliating, the difeafe, and, in the
more favoured nations, of checking its progrefs at
the firft fymptoms ; and if thefe means are to be
at all compatible with the civil and intelle€tual free-

rigour to the produétion of a friend than to that of a perfon
indifferent to me. But wherever I find in any work all the
conditions of excellence in its kind, it is not the accident of
the author’s being my contemporary or even my friend, or
the fneers of bad-hearted men, that fhall prevent me from
fpeaking of it, as in my inmoft convictions I deem it de-
ferves.

no, friend!
Though it be now the fathion to commend,

As men of ftrong minds, thofe alone who can
Cenfure with judgment, no fuch piece of man
Makes up my fpirit : where defert does live,

There will I plant my wonder, and there give

My beft endeavours to build up his glory,

That truly merits!

Recommendatory Verfes to one of the old plays.
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dom of mankind ; they are to be found only in an
intelligible and thorough expofure of the error, and,
through that difcovery, of the fource, from which
it derives its fpecioufhefs and powers of influence
on the human mind. This therefore is my firft
motive for unglertakmg the difquifition.

*The fecond i is, that though the French code of
revolutionary principles is fow generally rejected
as a fyftem, yet every where in the fpeeches and
writings of the Englith reformers, nay, not feldom
in thofe of their opponents, I find dertain maxims
aflerted or appealed to, which are not tenable, ex-
cept as conftituent parts of that fyftem. Many of
the moft fpecious arguments in proof of the imper-
feCtion and injuftice of the prefent conftitution of
our legiflature will be found, on clofer examination,
to pre-fuppofe the truth of certain principles, from
which the adducers of thefe arguments loudly pro-
fefs their diffent. But in political changes no per-
manence can be hoped for in the edifice, without
confiftency in the foundation.

The third motive is, that by deteting the true
fource of the influence of thefe principles, we fhall
at the fame time difcover their natural place and
obje& : and that in themfelves they are not only
truths, but moft important and fublime truths ; and
that their falfehood and their danger confift alto-
gether in their mifapplication. Thus the dignity
of human nature will be fecured, and at the fame
time a leflfon of humility taught to each individual,
when we are made to fee that the univerfal neceffary
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laws, and pure ideas of reafon, were given us, not
for the purpofe of flattering our pride and enabling
us to become national legiflators ; but that, by an
energy of continued felf-conqueft, we might eftab-
lith a free and yet abfolute government in our own
fpirits.
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Albeit themfore, much of that we are to fpeak in this
Ercfcnt caufe, may feem to a number perhaps tedious, per-
aps oblcure, dark and intricate, (for many talk of the truth,
which never founded the depth from whence it fpringeth :
and thereforc, witen they are led thereulito, they are foon
weary, as men drawn from thofe beaten paths, wherewith
they have been inured ;) yet this may not fo far prevail, as
to cut off that which the matter itfelf requireth, howfoever
the nice humour of fome be therewith pleafed orno. They
unto whom we fhall feem tedious, are in no wife injured
by us, becaufe it is in their own hands to fpare that labour
which they are not willing to endure. And if any com-
plain of obfcurity, they muft confider, that in thefe matters it
cometh no otherwife to pafs, than in fundry the works both
of art, and alfo of nature, where that which hath greateft
force in the very things we fee, is, notwithftanding, itfelf
oftentimes not feen. The ftatelinefs of houfes, the goodli-
nefs of trees, when we behold them, delighteth the eye : but
that foundation which beareth up the one, that root which
miniftereth unto the other nourithment and life, is in the
bofom of the earth concealed ; and if there be at any time
occafion to fearch into it, fuch labour is then more neceflary
than pleafant, both to them which undertake it and for the
lookers-on. In like manner, the ufe and benefit of good
laws, all that live under them, may enjoy with delight and
comfort, albeit the grounds and frft original caufes from
whence they have fprung, be unknown, as to the greateft
part of men they are.  But when they who withdraw their
obedience, pretend that the laws which they thould obey are
corrupt and vicious ; for better examination of their qualitly,
it behoveth the very foundation and root, the higheft well
fpring and fountain of them to be difcovered. Which, be-
caufe we are not oftentimes accuftomed to do, when we do
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it, the pains we take are more needful a great deal than ac-
ceptable, and the matters which we handle, feem by reafon
of newnef3, (till the mind grow better acquainted wit{ them)
dark, intricate, and unfamiliar, Foras much help whereof,
as may be in this cafe, I have endeavoured throughout the
body of this whole difcourfe, that every former part might
ive ftrength unto all that follow, and every latter bring
fome light unto all before : fo that if the judgements of men
do but hold themfelves in¢fufpenfe, as towhing thefe fiat
more general meditations, till in order they have perufed the
reft that enfue ; what may feem dark at the firft, will after-
wards be found more plain, even as the latte®particular de-
cifions will appear, I doubt not, more ftrong wicn the other
have been read before. HOOKER.*

On the grounds of government as laid exclufively in
the pure reafon ; or a_flatement and critique of the
third fyftem of political philofophy,—the theory of
Rouffeau and the French economifls.

XX PROCEED to my promife of deve-
| loping from its embryo principles the
tree of French liberty, of which the
declaration of the rights of man, and
the conftitution of 1791 were the leaves, and the
fucceeding and prefent ftate of France the fruits.
Let me not be blamed, if; in the interpofed eflays,
introdutory to this feGion, I have conneéted this
fyftem, though only in imagination, though only
as a poflible cafe, with a name fo defervedly reve-
renced as that of Luther. It is fome excufe, that
to interweave with the reader’s recollections a cer-
tain life and dramatic intereft, during the perufal of
the abftra& + reafonings that are to follow, is the

* Eccl. Pol. B. I. c. 1, 2.—Ed.
1 I have been charged in the Friend with a novel and
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only means I poflefs of bribing his attention,. We
have, moft of us, at fome period or other of our
lives, been amufed with dialogues of the dead.
Who is there, that withing to form a probable opi-
nion on the grounds of hope and fear for an injured
people warring againft mighty armies, would not
e pleafed with a fpirited fidtion, which brought be-
fore him an old Numantian gifcourfing on that fub-
jeét in Elyfium, with a newly-argjved fpirit from
the ftreets of Saragoza or the walls of Gerona?

But I have a better reafon. 1 withed to give
every fair advantage to the opil'ﬁons, which I
deemed it of importance to confute. It is bad
policy to reprefent a political fyftem as having no
charm but for robbers and aflaffins, and no natural
origin but in the brains of fools or mad men, when

perplexing ufe of the word abffrac?, both as verb and noun.
Novel it certainly is not; it being authorized by Lord Ba-
con, Des Cartes, and others. The fatt is this: I take the
word in its proper meaning, as abffra/o, I draw from. The
image, by which I reprefent to myfelf an oak tree, is no fac
Jfimile or adequate icon of the tree, but is abftratted from it
by my cye. Now this appears to me a more natural as well
as more grammatical and philofophical ufe of the word, than
that elliptic conftruction, by which an accufative noun, and
the prepofition following it are to be underftood, namely, I
draw (my attention from) the, &c. Thus:—I give the out-
line of a flower on a flate with a flate pencil.—Now, I would
fay, I abftract the fhape from the flower, or of the flower.
But the objeétor would exprefs the fame thing by faying,
I abftra&t the colour, &c. (that is, my attention from the co-
lour, &c.)

Perhaps the latter might be better in familiar writing ;
but I continue to prefer the former on fubjeéts that require
precilion.  1830.
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experience has proved, that the great danger of
the fyftem confifts in the peculiar fafcination it is
calculated to exert on noble and imaginative fpi-
rits ; on all thofe, who, in the amiable intoxication
of youthful benevolence, are apt to miftake their
own beft virtues and choiceft powers for the ave-
rage qualities and attributes of the hiiman chara&®
ter. 'The very mindsg, which a good man would
moft wifh to preferve or difentanglé from the
fnare, are by thefe angry mifreprefentations rather
lured into it. *Is it wonderful that a man fhould
rejet the arguments unheard, when his own heart
proves the falichood of the aﬂ'umptlons by which
they are prefaced ; or that he fhould retaliate on
the aggreffors their own cvil thoughts? I am
well aware, that the provocation was great, the
temptation almoft inevitable ; yet ftill I cannot
repel the convn&lon from my mind, that in part
to this error, and in part to a certain mconﬁﬁency
in his own fundamental principles, we are to attri-
bute the fmall number of converts made by Burke
during his life time. Let me not be mifunder-
ftood. I do not mean, that this great man fup-
ported different principles at different zras of his
political life. On the contrary, no man was ever
more like himfelf. From his firft publifhed fpeech
on the American colonies to his laft pofthumous
tralts, we fee the fame man, the fame doétrines,
the fame uniform wifdom of pra&ical counfels, the
fame reafoning and the fame prejudices againft all
abftra&t grounds, againft all deduétion of pra&ice
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from theory. The inconfiftency to whick I allude,
is of a different kind : it is the want of congruity
in the principles appealed to in different parts of
the fame work ; it is an apparent verfatility of the
principle with the occafion. If his opponents are
theorifts, then every thing is to be founded on
rudence, ol mere calcufations of expediency ;
and every man is reprefented as acting according
to the ftat¢ of his own immediate felf-intcreft.
Are his opponents calculators ! Then calculation
itfelf is reprefgnted as a fort of cgme. God has
given us feelings, and we are to obey them ; —and
the moft abfurd prejudices become venerable, to
which thefe feelings have given confecration. I
have not forgotten, that Burke himfelf defended
thefe half contradittions, on the pretext of balan-
cing the too much on the one fide by a too much
on the other. But never can I believe but that
the ftraight line muft needs be the neareft ; and
that where there is the moft, and the moft unal-
loyed truth, there will be the greateft and moft
permanent power of perfuafion. But the fa&t was,
that Burke in his public charalter found himfelf,
as it were, in a Noah’s ark, with a very few men
and a great many beafts. He felt how much his
immediate power was leflened by the very cir-
cumftance of his meafurelefs fuperiority to thofe
about him : he aéted, therefore, under a perpetual
fyftem of compromife—a compromife of greatnefs
with meannefs ; a compromife of comprehenfion
with narrownefs ; a compromife of the philofo-
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pher,—who, armed with the twofold knowledge
of hiftory and the laws of fpirit, looked, as with
a telefcope, far around and into the remote dif-
tance,—with the mere men of bufinefs, or with
yet coarfer intellects, who handled a truth, which
they were required to reccive, as they would
handle an ox, which they were defired to puf-
chafe. But why neced I repeat what has been
already faid in fo happy a manner by Goldfmith of
this great man :—

Who too deep for his hearers, ftill went en refining,

And thought of convincing, while they thought of dining.*
And if in confequence it was his fate to ¢ cut
blocks with a razor,” I may be permitted to add,
that in refpet of truth, though not of genius, the
weapon was injured by the mifapplication,

For myfelf, however, I act and will continue to
aé& under the belief; that the whole truth is the beft
antidote to falfehoods which are dangerous chiefly
becaufe they are half-truths : and that an errone-
ous fyftem is beft confuted, not by an abufe of
theory in general, nor by an abfurd oppofition of
theory to practice, but by a detection of the errors
in the particular theory. For the meaneft of men
has his theory, and to think at all is to theorize.
With thefe convi&ions [ proceced immediately to
the fyftem of the economifts and to the principles
on which it is conftruéted, and from which it muft
derive all its ftrength.

* Retaliation.— Ed.
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The fyftem commences withan undeniable truth,
and an important deduction therefrom equally un-
deniable. All voluntary actions, fay they, having
for their objects, good or evil, are moral aéions.
But all morality is grounded in the reafon. Every
man is born with the faculty of reafon : and what-
&cr is without it, be the thape what it may, is not
a man or pcrfon, but a thing. Hence the facred
principle, rccogmzcd by all laws, human and divine,
the principle indeed, which is the ground-work of
all law and juflice, that a perfon cgn never become
a thing, nor be treated as fuch without wrong.
But the diftin&ion between perfon and thing con-
fifts herein, that the latter may rightfully be ufed,
altogether and merely, as a mean ; but the former
muft always be included in the end, and form a
part of the final caufe, We plant the tree and we
cut it down, we breed the fheep and we kill it,
wholly as means to our own ends. The wood-
cutter and the hind are likewife employed as
means, but on an agreement of reciprocal advan-
tage, which includes them as well as their em-
ployerin the end. Again: as the faculty of reafon
implies free-agency, morality,—that is, the ditate
of reafon,—gives to cvery rational being the right
of alting as a free agent, and of finally determin-
ing his condu¢t by his own will, according to his
own confcience : and this right is inalienable ex-
cept by guilt, which is an a& of felf-forfeiture,
and the confequences therefore to be confidered
as the criminal’s own moral cletion. In refpeét
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of their reafon * all men are equal. The meafure
of the underftanding and of all other faculties of
man, is different in different perfons: but reafon
is not fufceptible of degree. For fince it merely
decides whether any given thought or ation is or
is not in contradition with the reft, there can be
no reafon better, or mote reafon, than another.

Reafon| beft and Molieft gift of God and bond
of union with the giver ;—the high title by which
the majefty of man claims precedence above all
other living creatures ; — myfterious faculty, the
mother of confcience, of language, of tears, and
of fmiles ;—calm and incorruptible legiflator of the
foul, without whom all its other powers would
‘meet in mere oppugnancy ;’ — fole principle of
permanence amid endlefs change,— in a world of
dilcordant appetites and imagined felf-interefts the
one only common meafure, which taken away,—

Force fhould be right ; or, rather right and wrong,—

Between whofe endlefs jar juftice refides,—

Should lofe their names, and fo thould juftice too.

Then every thing includes itfelf in power,

Power into will, will into appetite ;

And appetite a univerfal wolf,

So doubly feconded with will and power,
Muft make perforce a univerfal prey!

Thrice blefled faculty of reafon! all other gifts,
though goodly and of celeftial origin, health,
ftrength, talents, all the powers and all the mcans

¢ This pofition has been already explained, and the fo-
phiftry grounded on it deteéted and expofed, in the lait
cflay of the Landing-Place, in this volume,
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of enjoyment, feem difpenfed by chance or fullen
caprice ; — thou alone, more than even the fun-
thine, more than the common air, art given to all
men, and to every man alike. To thee, who be-
ing one art the fame in all, we owe the privilege,
that of all we can become one, a living whole,—
tat we have a country.® Who then fhall dare
prefcribe a law of moral achion for any rational be-
ing, which’does not flow immedately from that
reafon, which is the fountain of all morality ? Or
how without Rreach of confciencegcan we limit or
coerce the powers of a free agent, except by coin-
cidence with that law in his own mind, which is at
once the caufe, the condition, and the meafure of
his free agency ! Man muft be free ; or to what
purpofe was he made a fpirit of reafon, and not a
machine of inftinét ? - Man muft obey; or where-
fore has he a confcience? The powers, which
create this difficulty, contain its folution likewife :
for their fervice is perfect freedom. And.whatever
law or fyftem of law compels any other fervice, dif-
ennobles our nature, leagues itfelf with the animal
againft the godlike, kills in us the very principle of
joyous well-doing, and fights againft humanity.
By the application of thefe principles to the fo-
cial ftate there arifes the following fyftem, which,
as far asits firft grounds arc concerned, is developed
the moft fully by J. J. Roufleau in his work Du
Contrat Social. If then no individual pofleffes the
right of prefcribing any thing to another individual,
the rule of which is not contained in their common
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reafon, fociety, which is but an aggregate of indi-
viduals, can communicate this right to no one. It
cannot poflibly make that rightful which the higher
and inviolable law of human nature declares con-
tradi®tory and unjuft. But concerning right and
wrong, the reafon of each and every man is the
competent judge : for hdw elfe could he be an amé-
nable being, or the proper fubject of any law ?
This reafon, therefore, in anyone man, cannot even
in the focial ﬁate be rightfully fubjugated to the rea-
fon of any othey. Neither an individual, nor yet
the whole multitude which conftitutes the ftate,
can poflefs the right of compelling him to do any
thing, of which it cannot be demonftrated that his
own reafon muft join in prefcribing it. If therefore
fociety is to be under a rightful conftitution of go-
vernment, and one that can impofe on rational be-
ings a true and moral obligation to obey it, it muft
be framed on fuch principles that every individual
follows his own reafon while he obeys the laws of
the conftitution, and performs the will of the ftate
while he follows the diCtates of his own reafon.
This is exprefily afferted by Roufleau, who ftates the
problem of a perfeét conftitution of government in
the following words : trouver une forme d’affociation
— par laquelle chacun [*uniffant a tous, n’obéiffe
pourtant qu’ a lui méme, et refle auffi libre qu’ aupa-
ravant,—that is, to find a form of fociety accord-
ing to which each one uniting himfelf with the
whole fhall yet obey himfelf only and remain as
free as before. This right of the individual to re-
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tain his whole natural independence, even in the
focial ftate, is abfolutely inalienable. He cannot
poflibly concede or compromife it: for this very
right is one of his moft facred duties. He would
fin againft himfelf, and commit high treafon again{’c
the reafon which the Almighty Creator has given
i¥m, if he dared abandon tts exclufive right to go-
vern his a&tions. .

Laws obligatory on the confcience, can only
therefore proceed from that reafon which remains
always one and the fame, whether if fpeaks through
this or that perfon : like the voice of an external
ventriloquift, it is indifferent from whofe lips it ap-
pears to come, if only it be audible. The indivi-
duals indeed are fubje& to errors and paffions, and
each man has his own defeéts. But when men
are affembled in perfon or by real reprefentatives,
the actions and re-actions of individual felf-love ba-
lance each other; errors are neutralized by oppo-
fite errors; and the winds rufhing from all quar-
ters at once with equal force, produce for the time
a deep calm, during which the general will arifing
from the general reafon difplays itfelf. ¢ It is fit-
teft,” fays Burke himfelf,* ¢that fovereign authority
fhould be exercifed where it is moft likely to be
attended with the moft effe&tual correétives. Thefe
corretives are furnifhed by the nature and courfe
of parliamentary proceedings, and by the infinitely

¢ Note on his motion relative to the Speech from the
Throne, Vol. ii. p. 647, 4to. Edit.
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diverfified charadters which compofe the two
Houfes. The fulnefs, the freedom, and publicity
of difcuffion, leave it eafy to diftinguifh what are
a&ts of power,and what the determinations of equity
and reafon. ‘There prejudice correés prejudice,
and the different afperities of party zeal mitigate
and neutralize each otHer.’

This, however, as my readers will have already
deteed, is nor longer a demontftrable deduction
from reafon. It isa mere probability, againft which
other probabilitjes may be weighed .. as the luft of
authority, the contagious nature of enthufiafm, and
other of the acute or chronic difeafes of deliberative
affemblies. But which of thefe refults is the more
probable, the corretion or the contagion of evil,
muft depend on circumftances and grounds of ex-
pediency : and thus we already find ourfelves be-
yond the magic circle of the pure reafon, and within
the fphere of the underftanding and the prudence.
Of this important fa& Roufleau was by no means
unaware in his theory, though with grofs incon-
fiftency he takes no notice of it in his application
of the theory to pradtice. He admits the poflibility,
he is compelled by hiftory to allow even the pro-
bability, that the moft numerous popular affemblics,
nay even whole nations, may at times be hurried
away by the fame paffions, and under the dominion
of a common error. This will of all is then of no
more value, than the humours of any one indivi-
dual: and mutft therefore be facredly diftinguithed
from the pure will which flows from univerfal rea-
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fon. To this point then I entreat the reader’s par-
ticular attention : for in this diftinétion, eftablifthed
by Rouflfeau himfelf, between the wolonté de tous
and the volonté générale,—that is, between the col-
lective will, and a cafual overbalance of wills—the
falfehood or nothingnefs of the whole fyftem be-
c®mes manifeft. For hence it follows, as an in-
evitable confequence, that 2l which is faid in the
Contrat Social of that fovereign will, to which the
right of univerfal legiflation appertains, applies to
no one humans being, to no fociety or aflemblage
of human beings, and leaft of all to the mixed mul-
titude that makes up the people : but entirely and
exclufively to reafon itfelf, which, it is true, dwells
in every man potentially, but actually and in per-
fect purity is found in no man and in no body of
men. This diftinétion the later difciples of Rouf-
feau chofe completely to forget, and,— a far more
melancholy cafe — the contftituent legiflators of
France forgot it likewife. With a wretched par-
rotry they wrote and harangued without ceafing of
the wolonté générale—the inalienable fovercignty of
the people : and by thefe high-founding phrafes led
on the vain, ignorant, and intoxicated populace to
wild excefles and wilder expe&ations, which en-
tailing on them the bitternefs of difappointment
cleared the way for military defpotifi, for the Sa-
tanic government of horror under the Jacobins, and
of terror under the Corfican.

Luther lived long enough to fee the confequences
of the dotrines into which indignant pity and ab-

VOL. I. s
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ftra& principles of right had hurried him—to fee, to
retraét and to oppofe them. If the fame had been
the lot of Roufleau, I doubt not, that his condu&t
would have been the fame. In his whole fyftem
there is beyond controverfy much that is true and
well reafoned, if only its application be not extended
farther than the nature ‘of the cafe permits. Bt
then we fhall find that little or nothing is won by
it for the inftitutions of fociety ; and leaft of all
for the conftitution of governments, the theory of
which it was hés with to ground on it. Apply his
principles to any cafe, in which the facred and in-
violable laws of morality are immediately intereft-
ed, all becomes juft and pertinent. No power on
earth can oblige me to aét againft my confcience.
No magiftrate, no monarch, no legiflature, can
without tyranny compel me to do any thing which
the acknowledged laws of God have forbidden me
to do. So act that thou mayeft be able, without
involving any contradiétion, to will that the maxim
of thy conduét fhould be the law of all intelligent
beings—is the one univerfal and fufficient principle
and guide of morality. And why? Becaufe the
object of morality is not the outward act, but the
internal maxim of our altions. And fo far it is
infallible. But with what thow of reafon can we
pretend, from a principle by which we are to deter-
mine the purity of our motives, to deduce the form
and matter of a rightful government, the main office
of which is to regulate the outward actions of par-
ticular bodies of men, according to their particular
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circumftances? Can we hope better of conftitu-
tions framed by ourfelves, than of that which was
given by Almighty Wifdom itfelf ? The laws of
the Hebrew commonwealth, which flowed from
the pure reafon, remain and are immutable ; but
the regulatiops dictated by prudence, though by
the divine prudence, and though given in thunder
from the mgunt, have paflfed away ; and whilc they
lafted, were binding only for that one ftate, the
particular circumftances of which rendered them
expedient.  * J

Rouffeau indeed afferts, that there is an inalien-
able fovereignty inherent in every human being
poflefled of reafon : and from this the framers of
the conftitution of 1791 deduce, that the people
itfelf is its own fole rightful legiflator, and at moft
dare only recede fo far from its right as to delegate
to chofen deputies the power of reprefenting and
declaring the general will. But this is wholly with-
out proof ; for it has already been fully thewn, that
according to the principle out of which this con-
fequence is attempted to be drawn, it is not the ac-
tual man, but the abftra& reafon alone, that is the
fovereign and rightful lawgiver. The confufion
of two things fo different is fo grofs an error, that
the Conftituent Affembly could fcarcely proceed a
ftep in their declaration of rights, without fome
glaring inconfiftency. Children are excluded from
all political power ;—are they not human beings in
whom the faculty of reafon refides? Yes! but in
them the faculty is not yet adequately developed.
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But are not grofs ignorance, inveterate fuperftition,
and the habitual tyranny of paflion and fenfuality,
equally preventives of the development, equally im-
pediments to the rightful exercife, of the reafon, as
childhood and early youth ? Who would not rely
on the Judgment of a well-educated Enghfh lad,
bred in a virtuous and enlightened famlly, in pr{-
ference to that of a Brutal Ruffian, who believes
that he can fcourge his wooden idol into good hu-
mour, or attributes to himfelf the merit of perpetual
prayer, when he: has faftened the petitions, which
his prieft has written for him, on the wings of a
windmill ?—Again : women are likewife excluded
—a full half, and that afluredly the moft innocent,
the moft amiable half, of the whole human race,
is cxcluded, and this too by a conftitution which
boafts to have no other foundations but thofe of
univerfal reafon! Is reafon then an affair of fex?
No! But women are commonly in a ftate of de-
pendence, and are not likely to exercife their reafon
with freedom. Well! and does not this ground
of exclufion apply with equal or greater force to the
poor, to the infirm, to men in embarrafled circum-
ftances, to all in fhort whofe maintenance, be it
fcanty or be it ample, depends on the will of others ?
How far are we to go? Where muft we ftop ?
What claffes fhould we admit? Whom muft we
disfranchife ? The objects concerning whom we
arc to determine thefe queftions, are all human
beings and differenced from each other by degrees .
only, thefe degrees, too, oftentimes changing. Yet
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the principle on which the whole fyftem refts is,
that reafon is not fufceptible of degree. Nothing,
therefore, which fubfifts wholly in degrees, the
changes of which do not obey any necefary law,
can be fubjets of pure fcience, or determinable by
mere reafon. For thefe things we muft rely on our
anderftandings, enlightenad by paft experience and
immediate obfervation, anddetermining our choice
by comparffons of expediency.

It is therefore altogether a miftaken notion, that
the theory whjch would deduce th focial rights of
man, and the fole rightful form of government from
principles of reafon, involves a neceflary preference
of the democratic, or even the reprefentative, con-
ftitutions. Accordingly, feveral of the French eco-
nomifts, although devotees of Roufleau and the
phyfiocratic fyftem, and afluredly not the leaft re-
fpetable of their party either in morals or in intel-
le&,—and thefe too men, who lived and wrote
under the unlimited monarchy of France, and who
were therefore well acquainted with the evils con-
nected with thatfyftem,—did yet declare themfelves
for a pure monarchy in preference to the ariftocra-
tic, the popular, or the mixed form. Thefe men
argued, that no other laws being allowable but
thofe which are demonftrably juft, and founded in
the fimpleft ideas of reafon, and of which every
man’s reafon is the competent judge, it is indiffer-
ent whether one man, or one or more aflemblies
of men, give form and publicity to them. For be-
ing matters of pure and fimple fcience, they require
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no experience in order to fee their truth, and among
an enlightened people, by whom this fyftem had
been once folemnly adopted, no fovereign would
dare to make other laws than thofe of reafon. They
further contend, that if the people were not en-
lightened, a purely popular government could not
co-exift with this fyfter. of abfolute ‘juftice : an€
if it were adequately eclightened, the influence of
public opinion wwould fupply the placé of formal
reprefentation, while the form of the government
would be in hgrmony with the unijty and fimpli-
city of its principles. This they entitle /e defpo-
tifme ligal fous Pempire de Iévidence. The beft
ftatement of the theory thus modified, may be
found in Mercier de la Riviere, Pordre naturel et
effentiel des fociétés politiques. From the proofs ad-
duced in the preceding paragraph, to which many
others might be added, I have no hefitation in af-
firming that this latter party are the more confif-
tent reafoners.

It is worthy of remark, that the influence of
thefe writings contributed greatly, not indeed to
raife the prefent emperor, but certainly to reconcile
a numerous clafs of politicians to his unlimited au-
thority : and as far as his lawlefs paffion for war
and conqueft allows him to govern according to
any principles, he favours thofe of the phyfiocratic
philofophers. His early education muit have given
him a predile&ion for a theory conduéted through-
out with mathematical precifion ; its very fimpli-
city promifed the readieft and moft commodious
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machine for defpotifm, for it moulds a nation into
as calculable a power as an army ; while the ftern
and feeming greatnefs of the whole and its mock
elevation above human feelings, flattered his pride,
hardened his confcience, and aided the efforts of
felf-delufion. Reafon is the fole fovereign, the only
wightful legiflator : but reafon to a& on man muft
be imperfonated. The Pgovidence which had fo
marvelloudly raifed and fupported him, had marked
him out for the reprefentative of reafon, and had
armed him wjth irrefiftible force, in order to real-
ize its laws. In him thercfore might becomes
right, and his caufe and that of deftiny, (or as he
now choofes to word it, exchanging blind nonfenfe
for ftaring blafphemy), his caufe and the caufe of
God are one and the fame. Excellent poftulate
for a choleric and felf-willed tyrant! What avails
the impoverifhment of a few thoufand merchants
and manufacturers? What cventhe general wretch-
ednefs of millions of perithable men, for a thort
generation? Should thefe ftand in the way of the
chofen conqueror, the innovator mundi, et flupor
Jeculorum, or prevent a conflitution of things,
which ere&ed on intellectual and perfect founda-
tions groweth not old, but like the eternal juftice,
of which it is the living image,
may defpife
The ftrokes of fate and fee the world’s laft hour?

For juftice, auftere, unrelenting juftice, is every
where holden up as the one thing needful: and
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the only duty of the citizen, in fulfilling which he
obeys all the laws, is not to encroach on another’s
fphere of a&ion. The greateft poffible happinefs
of a people is not, according to this fyftem, the
obje&t of a governor ; but to preferve the freedom
of all, by coercing within the requifite bounds the
freedom of each. Whrtever a goveinment doee
more than this, comes,of evil : and its beft em-
ployment is the gepeal of laws and regulations, not
the eftablithment of them. Each man is the beft
judge of his own happinefs, and to himfelf muft
it therefore be entrufted. Remove all the inter-
ferences of pofitive ftatutes, all monopoly, all boun-
ties, all prohibitions, and all encouragements of
importation and exportation, of particular growth
and particular manufattures : let the revenues of
the ftate be taken at once from the produce of
foil ; and all things will then find their level, all
irregularities will correct each other, and an inde-
ftruétible cycle of harmonious motions take place
in the moral equally as in the natural world. The
bufinefs of the governor is to watch inceflantly,
that the ftate fhall remain compofed of individuals,
alting as individuals, by which alone the freedom
of all can be fecured. Its duty is to take care that
itfelf remain the fole colleive power, and that all
the citizens fhould enjoy the fame rights, and with-
out diftinction be fubject to the fame duties.
Splendid promifes! Can any thing appear more
equitable than the laft propofition, the equality of
rights and duties? Can any thing be conceived
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more fimple in the idea? But the execution — !
Let the four or five quarto volumes of the Con-
fcript Code be the comment ! But as briefly as
poffible I fhall prove, that this fyftem, as an ex-
clufive total, is under any form impradicable;
and that if it were realized, and as far as it were
sealized, it would neceflasily lead to general bar-
barifm and the moft grinding oppreflion ; and that
the final rcfult of a general attemp? to introduce it,
muft be a military defpotifm inconfiftent with the
peace and fafefy of mankind. That reafon fhould
be our guide and govcrnor is an undeniable truth,
and all our notion of right and wrong is built
thereon : for reafon is one of the two fountain-
heads in which the whole moral nature of man
originated and fubfifts. From reafon alone can
we derive the principles which our underftandings
are to apply, the ideal to which by means of our
underftandings we fhould endeavour to approxi-
mate. This however gives no proof that reafon
alone ought to govern and diret human beings,
either as individuals or as ftates. It ought not to
do this, becaufe it cannot. The laws of reafon
are unable to fatisfy the firft conditions of human
fociety. We will admit that the fhorteft code of
law is the beft, and that the citizen finds himfelf
moft at eafe where the government leaft inter-
meddles with his affairs, and confines its efforts to
the prefervation of public tranquillity; we will fuf-
fer this to pafs at prefent undifputed, though the
examples of England, and before the late events,
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of Holland and Switzerland,—furely the three hap-
pieft nations of the world —to which perhaps we
might add the major part of the former German
free towns, furnifh ftubborn faéts in prefumption
of the contrary,—yet ftill the proof is wanting
that the firft and moft general applications and
exertions of the powercof man can *be definitel,
regulated by reafon unaided by the pofitive and
conventional Jawvs in the formation of* which the
underftanding muft be our guide, and which be-
come juft becaufe they happen to be expedient.
The chief object for which men firft formed
themfelves into a ftate was not the protection of
their lives, but of their property. Where the na-
ture of the foil and climate precludes all property
but perfonal, and permits that only in its fimpleft
forms, as in Greenland, men remain in the domef~
tic ftate and form neighbourhoods, but not govern-
ments. And in North America the chiefs appear
to exercife government in thofe tribes only which
poflefs individual landed property. Among the
reft the chief is their general ; but government is
exercifed only in families by the fathers of fami-
lies. But where individual landed property exifts,
there muft be inequality of property : the nature
of the earth and the nature of the mind unite to
make the contrary impoffible. But to fuppofe the
land the property of the ftate, and the labour and
the produce to be equally divided among all the
members of the ftate, involves more than one con-
tradiction : for it could not fubfift without grofs
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injuftice, except where the reafon of all and of
each was abfolute mafter of the felfith paffions of
floth, envy, and the like ; and yet the fame ftate
would preclude the greater part of the means by
which the reafon of man is developed. In what-
ever ftale bf focicty you would place it, from the
1hoft favage to the moft réfined, it would be found
equally unjuft and impoffible ; and were there a
race of mén, a country, and a cNmate, that per-
mitted fuch an order of things, the fame caufes
would render sll government fuper§uous. To pro-
perty, therefore, and to its inequalities all human
laws direitly or indireétly relate, which would not
be equally laws in the ftate of nature. Now it is
impofible to deduce the right of property * from
purereafon. The utmoft which reafon could give
would be a property in the forms of things, as far
as the forms were produced by individual power.
In the matter it could give no property. We re-
gard angels and glorified fpirits as beings of pure
reafon : and whoever thought of property in hea-
ven! Even the fimpleft and moft moral form of
it, namely, marriage, (we know from the higheft
authority) is excluded from the ftate of pure reafon.
Roufleau himfelf exprefily admits that property can-
not be deduced from the laws of reafon and na-

* T mean, pratically and with the inequalities infepa-
rable from the actual exiftence of property. Abftratedly,
the right to propert{ is deducible from the free-agency of
man, If to at freely be a right, a fphere of aétion muft
be fo too.
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ture ; and he ought therefore to have admitted at
the fame time that his whole theory was a thing
of air. In the moft refpetable point of view he
could regard his fyftem as analogous to geometry.
If indeed it be purely fcientific, how could it be
otherwife !} Geometry holds forth an idegl which
can never be fully realized in nature,‘even becauf:
it is nature : becaufe bodies are more than exten-
fion, and to purz extenfion of fpace ohly the ma-
thematical thcorems wholly correfpond. In the
fame manner the moral laws of the intelle¢tual
world, as far as they are deducible from pure in-
telle&, are never perfeltly applicable to our mixed
and fenfitive nature, becaufe man is fomething be-
fides reafon ; becaufe his rcafon never a&ts by itfelf]
but muft clothe itfelf in the fubftance of individual
underftanding and fpecific inclination, in order to
become a reality and an objet of confcioufnefs
and experience. It will be feen hereafter that
together with this, the key-ftone of the arch, the
greater part and the moft fpecious of the popular
arguments in favour of univerfal fuffrage fall in and
are crufhed. I will mention one only at prefent.
Major Cartwright,—in his deduion of the rights
of the fubject from principles ¢ not fufceptible of
proof, being felf-evident, if one of which be vio-
lated all are fhaken,” —affirms (Principle g8th ;
though the greater part indeed are moral aphorifms,
or blank affertions, not fcientific principles) ¢ that
a power which ought never to be ufed ought never
to exift.” Again he affirms that « Jaws to bind all
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muft be affented to by all, and confequently every
man, even the pooreft, has an equal right to fuf-
frage ;” and this for an additional reafon, becaufe
<« all without exception are capable of feeling hap-
pinefs or mifery, accordingly as they are well or ill
governéd.® But are they not then capable of feel-
e happinefs or mifery actordingly as they do or do
not poflefs the means of a cemfortable fubfiftence ?
and who i$ the judge, what is a comfortable fub-
fiftence, but the man himfelf? Might not then,
on the fame os equivalent principlgs, a leveller con-
ftru& a right to equal property ! The inhabitants
of this country without property form, doubtlefs, a
great majority ; each of thefe has a right to a fuf-
frage, and the richeft man to no more; and the
objeét of this fuffrage is, that each individual may
fecure himfelf a true efficient reprefentative of his
will. Here then is a legal power of abolifhing or
equalizing property : and according to Major C.
himfelf, a power which ought never to be ufed
ought not to exift.

‘Therefoke, unlefs he carries his fyftem to the
whole length of common labour and common pof-
feflion, a right to univerfal fuffrage cannot exift ;
but if not to univerfal fuffrage, there can exift no
natural right to fuffrage at all. In whatever way
he would obviate this objection, he muft admit
expedience founded on experience and particular
circumftances, which will vary in every different
nation, and in the fame nation at different times,
as the maxim of all legiflation and the ground of
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all legiflative power. For his univerfal principles,
as far as they are principles and univerfal, necef
farily fuppofe uniform and perfect fubjects, which
are to be found in the ideas of pure geometry and,
I truft, in the realities of heaven, but never, never,
in creatures of fleth and blood.

END OF VOL. I.
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