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• Wikiverse + Organisation

• People in Wikipedia

• How does Wikipedia work?

• How can I edit?

• Handling of Photos + Media

• Conflict solving strategies

• Examples for exercise

Wikipedia circle



Wikiverse: 
One of the largest volunteer projects worldwide

Thousands of volunteers work 

together to create the largest 

collection of knowledge in the world, 

in Wikipedia and other Wikimedia 

projects.

• Wikimedia Foundation 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedia_logo_family_complete-2013.svg), 

„Wikimedia logo family complete-2013“, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
sa/3.0/legalcode



Wikipedia – Wikimedia?

• Wikipedia  > is one of the projects of   < Wikimedia. Link
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What is the purpose of Wikimedia?

• Wikimedia operates the platform and 

• Provides knowledge under free licence

What is Wikimedia?
• Wikimedia is a non-profit foundation in California.
• In many countries you will find Chapters of Wikimedia like:
• „Wikimedia Deutschland – Ges. zur Förderung Freien Wissens e.V.“

https://www.wikimedia.org/


Free knowledgeFree knowledge

How free knowledge works

Wikipedia

Wikimedia Commons

Wikivoyage

Wikidata

etc.

and

Wikimedia FoundationWikimedia Foundation
supports

create

use

Donate for free 
knowledge
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Volunteers



Wikimedia Projects



● Free Knowledge base of und for the Wikimedia 
movement

● Structured and linked data of world knowledge

● Can be read and edited by humans as well as 
machines

● Data pertaining to more than 25 million items
such as people, locations, events ...

● Freely reusable for all thanks to CC0 (Public 
Domain)

Wikidata-Logo: Planemad, Public Domain

Wikidata

link

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Licensing
https://www.wikidata.org/


Wikimedia
Foundation Inc.

Wikimedia 
Deutschland e.V.

● Oldest and largest country affiliate

● Founded in 2004

● Location: Berlin

● ca. 100,000 members

● ca. 150 employees

● Budget (2022): ca. 9 Mio. Euro

● Focus: Encouraging volunteers, 
Software development, political 
frameworks

● Operator of Wikimedia projects

● Founded in 2003

● Location: San Fransisco

● No members

● ca. 300 employees

● Budget (2022): 100 Mio. US-$

● Focus: operating projects, protecting 
brands, supporting communities, 
Promotion
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Community
in Germany

~ 50 local groups (regulars’ tables, 

workshops, events)

7 volunteer based offices: Berlin (2), 

Bremen, Hamburg, Hannover, Köln, 

München

national und international conferences 

(WikiCon, Wikimania)

common cultural, research and photo 

projects

Conrad Nutschen (2016), Print Wikipedia, CC0 Link

NordNordWest/Lencer, CC BY-SA 3.0 (via Wikimedia Commons), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode
Lencer (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Deutschsprachige_Wikipedia_Stammtische_2015-2017.png), 

„Deutschsprachige Wikipedia Stammtische 2015-2017“, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode



Wikipedia Workshops

Didym CC BY-SA 3.0



Wikipedia Conferences

Martin Kraft  CC BY-SA 3.0
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X

• X
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Wikipedia circle
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• 118.000+ editors

• 40.000 active editors

• 15% women

Authors



04.06.2024 18

• Any topic with proven notability

• According to notability criteria
developed by the community

• Only well-sourced knowledge
No original research

• Paid editing?
Content
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• Understandability: wide audience

• Style: factual, no emotions, no 
colloquial language

• Neutrality: no personal opinion, no 
rating or advertisement

• Sources: verify facts through 
credible secondary sources

• All contents under a free licenseRules + Guidelines



Five pillars of editing (Link)

• Wikipedia is an encyclopedia

• Wikipedia is written from a neutral point of view

• Wikipedia is free content that anyone can use, edit, and 
distribute

• Wikipedia's editors should treat each other with respect and 
civility

• Wikipedia has no firm rules
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Five_pillars


Basic Rules for Editing

No original research

✔ Articles summarize what others 
already published

✔ Always back up information with 
sources

× Do not draw your own conclusions

Neutrality

✔ All relevant perspectives should be 
included

× No personal opinion or advertisement
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Style

✔ Encyclopedic style (formal)

✔ Understandable, short and precise

× No colloquial language

× No personal evaluation or emotional 
description

Copyright

✔ Only free content

✔ Mark citation

× No third-party content without approval



What does “free knowledge” mean?

● Wikipedia is a free encyclopedia, its contents must be under a 
free license. 

● This means that the free use and distribution of its contents 
(Texts und Media) is legally allowed.



Legal: Free License

• Copyright: mention the author/copyright owner!

• Consider privacy rights

• Trademark rights / product rights

• Freedom of panorama
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The lesser known side of Wikipedia

Namespaces

Article 

namespace
User 

namespace

User:

Help 

namespace

Help:

Project 

namespace

Wikipedia:

Talk namespace

Talk:

And more…

File:

Special:

Category:

Portal:

24
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• Bots

• User access rights

• 40.000 editors

• Administrators mitigate conflicts

• Collaborative work

• Transparency

• Democratic processes
Quality Assurance
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• German language:
30 Million click per day

• All languages,
all projects:

1 Billion clicks per day

Readers



Editing with „Visual Editor“
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ContactContact

wikipedia-stuttgart.de
stuttgart@wikipedia.de
wikipedia-stuttgart.de

stuttgart@wikipedia.de
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