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¢ Borron Hiwr, IrswiTcs,
20th August 1867.

I was much gnaved to hear that my old friend and teacher
Prem Chandra Tarkabagish was dead. I shallalways remember
him with great respect and affection. He was a surely great
scholar, and I look back with deep interest to my mtercourae
with him, He was a truly learned man, and he loved learning
for its own sake, I wish exceedingly that I had had his

Photograph, and I deeply regret that I neglected it while it
§was in my power to get one, &c., &c., &c.

E, B. CowrrL.”?

efen e FrrFLifa 3Tl N3N Age ¥y Az

TeETws Ay ¥ @I« o9 fafaniferaa-siztg ¢ foms fauw
TR 5 e

CaAMBRIDGE,
"April 5th 1892,

My Dear FriEnp,—

.Your kind letter and your most interesting memoir of
Prem Chandra Tarkavagisha quite affected me when I received
them. They overpowered me with a flood of old memories.
They carried me back to the Sanskrif College, and to the
Alankara Class Room nearly 30 years ago ;—it all returned to
my mind a8 fresh as if it had been yesterday &c., &c., &c. 1
thank you most sincerely for sending me these copies of your
memoir. I have sent copies to Dr. Weber and to Dr. Reth,
the two most eminent Sanskrit Scholars in Germany and I
have given some to our English Sanskritists, &e.. &o,, &c., &e.,
of course in En.gland we have not such opportunities of study-
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ing Alankara. Our attention is more given to'the Rig Veda
and . to Panini ; still every scholar feels the fascination of
Kabya. &c., &c., &c., &oc., I often quote those beautiful

Jines in the Hitopadesha to English classes and never without
awaking their interest.

* Two frunits of heavenly flavour
Grow e’en on life’s bitter poison tree,
The friendship of the noble heart

Aand thy rich clusters, Poetry {”
* &  x »

I always hope that some year I may spend a cold season
in Caloutta again before I die, see the Sanskrit College and
renew the old days. I have tried to put my feelings into a
a Sloka which I venture to put into this letter,

fagraay fasrda=: &
w9 fremEaiTEi |
WTE 9 Sraf gaqifaetan
femat Svwai fuda
Thanking you once more for sending me the memoir.

Iremain,

Yours very sincerely,

E. B. COWELL.
To

PANDIT RAMARKHOY CHATERJEE,
101, Taltola Lane, Oalcutta,
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claim insertion in your celebrated Journa] the Jeath of one, who
was in the foremost rank of the Hindu literary world, whose
name is famaliar to Sanskrit scholars, European and Indian,
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and who has loft behind him his works, which are valuable to
Sanskrit students, should be prominently noticed in it,

Pandit Prem Chandra Tarkabagish, late Professor of
Rhetoric in Sanskrit College, Calcutta, i1s dead. This event
took place here on the 25th day of last month.

The Hindu republic of letters has thus lost one of its illus-
trious constitnents. His death has made a gap init, not easy
to be filled.

For waht of detailed information relating to the career of
the learned Pundit, we give in & few words a few general facts
of his life. He was a Kilin Brahmin of Bengal, an inhabitant
of a village in the district of Burdwan. He received the
rudiments of his education under private teachers; but he
learned the bigher branches of leterature in the Sanskrit
College, Calcutta, in the days of Professor Wilson. He was
a favourite scholar with the Professor, as he used to tell us,
and won his esteem by his proficiency in Grammar, and by
translating Bengali Passages into Sanskrit verse, when the
Professor only expected a version in Prose, An anecdote is
preserved of his college days, which shows that he was very
quick in College Exareinations. It was a rule with him to
give in his papers before all other Examinees, It happened
in ene examination that while Professor Wilson was expecting
to receive his papers, another pupil gave him his own, With-
out glancing even on this paper, the learned Professor imme-
diately went to Prem Chandra to ask the canse of his un-
usual delay. He had been some years in the College, when
the Professorship of Rhetoric became vaccant. There were
many candidateg for the muoh-coveted post, and Prem
Chandra was one of them, Professor Wilson rejected all
other candidates and appointed his favourite scholar, Prem
Chandra, to the post. He honourably occupied the Profes-
sorial chair for 80 years. After this period he retired from
active life, and for the lagh twe or three years he passed
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his days here with & view to close his life in this secred spot.
This object he obtained.

The literary merits of modern Pundits in general become
known to the public by their controversies in assemblies, or by
their lectures to their pupils, They seldom devote their time
to literary writing. The best opportunity of showing their
literary talents in wrifing would be when they are to present
some verses to some great men as Rajas or Princes, or when
they are to give their judgments (vvévastha) in writing.
Thus the fame of a Pundit often does not travel beyond his
neighbourhood, and dies away with him; or if it, in some
particular case, does not vanish so soon, being preserved
through local tradition, friends or pupils, it lasts only a
generation or two after him. Besides, the want of. literary
productions of the Pundits prevents the public from forming
any judgment on their merits after death. But such 1s not
the case with the illustrious subject of our writing. The
public has not to form any judgment from the reports of his
friends or pupils, for he has transmitted to us his works to
prove his merits. He used his tongue when in his Professorial
chair, but he wused his pen when in his closet ; and hence we

enjoy the fruits of those labours. *

He has not left for us any poetical compositions, for we
have enough of that species of writing, Neither has he left |
for us theological or polemical controversies, for, in these days,
they are thought too useless to be read. He has left us a use-
ful kind of writing. He has left us commentaries on difficult
poems and dramés. His first essay in this branch of writing,
after his acadmeical career, we learn, was ‘“a commentary on
the first 11 chapters of Naishadha,”” He dill not finish the re-
maining chapters. His other principal works are commentaries
on the * Kdvyédarsha,” on the ‘‘ Righava Pindaviya,” on the
Muréri Nétaka,” and on the * Uttara Réwncharita” His

minor works are his commentaries on a few chapters of
[
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the “Raghuvansha,” on the eighth chapter of the Kuméra,”
and his notes on ‘‘Sskuntald,” &c., &c. Besides these, he
edited numerous works for the publicin the Bibliotheca Indica.

In pone of these works is he guilty of the charge laid down
in the following two lines :—

* Commentators each dark passage shun,
And hold a farthing rush-light to the sun ;”

~—A charge of which even Mallindtha is guilty in some
places of his works,

This is a hurried account of the life and writings of Pandit
Prem Chandra Tarkabagish, A little time and proper inves-
tigation would bring much interesting matter to light. The

friends and relatives of the Pundit should furnish the public
with a more detailed account.

The day has not come when Indian Boswells will write
lives of Indian Johnsons, but the time has certainly arrived

when notices of eminent persons should be handled in news-
papers and journals,

It is a sacred duty, to embalm the memoirs of theillustrious
dead, and 1t was a sehse of this sacred daty that urged the
wrjter of this, a dutiful pupil of the deceased, ta bring before
the public this short account of one who, as a commentator,

the first of this age, falls not behind the much celebrated
Mallindtha,.

A. B.e

BENAREB,G
The 18t May 1867,

* This A. B. is Bahoo Abhoyanath Bhattacharjya now residing at Mirzapur. -

R. A. CHATTERJIEE.
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THE “ HINDU PATRIOT.”
The 22nd May 1867.

Tae Late PoxpiT PreM CHANDRA TARKABAGISH.

{ A Biographical Sketch. )

SANSKRIT LITERATURE has lost one of its brightest orna-
ments and a most devoted votary in Pundit Prem Chandra
Tarkabagish, who died of cholera, at Benares, on Monday, the
25th ultimo.

The Pundit was born in the year 1806, in a small village

called Saknara, in the district of East Burdwan, which he has
eulogized 1n several of his poems.

He was descended from a long line of ancestors; whose
deep erudition, great piety, and unbounded hospitality are still
theme of admiration to the Ghuttucks g€ Bengal. Sharbeshwar
Bhuttackaryya, who had emigrated from Bikrampore, in
Dacca, during the commencement of the Mahomedan govern-
ment, was the head of the family. He performed a Yajna,
or grand religious ceremony, the like of which, it is said, has
not since been cclebrated by any one, It was memorialized by
a poem at the time from which we quote the following ;e

“Giel ATEAYTS Aftel TILa: THARIFES |
A (S Il IrEmeIALAtaA«ie |’

The descendants of Sharbeshwar were all more or less dis-
tinguished for their learning and virtue ; 4nd the most cele-
brated among them were Moniram, Ramcharan, Ramcanta,
Lakshmicanta, Ramshoonder, and Nushyram. True to the
duties of the faith they professed and the caste they belonged
to, they devoted their lives to the service of their religion,
ever engaged in the observance of its numerous rituals, and
imparting freely the knowledge of the Shasiras to numbers,
who resorted tg the Colleges or Chatuspathies, of which they

W



9o #iafrg 1

were the heads. ' Ramcharan was the suthor of a popdlar
comentary on Shahstyadurpan, a celebrated work on Rhetoric.
Of the last mentioned two Pundits, Shamshoondar was the
gtandfather, and Nushyram, the granduncle, of Prem Chandra.

An anecdote is related regarding the birth of Prem
Chandra. Ramnarain and his brother Nushyram were not in
good terms, and seldom saw each other; but when Prem
Chandra was born in April 1806, Nushyram, who, among
other branéhes of learning, had made astrology a part of his
study, prognosticated what the new-born child would be,
and flew to Ramnarain to congratulate him on the birth of an
beir who, he exclained, wounld prove a Kalidés& to the family,
Such a prediction from a Brahmin devoted to learning was but
natural, bnt it had the good effect of mitigating the enmity
of Nushyram towards his brother. He took a fancy to the
child, whom he subsequently taught the first rudiments of
Grammar. |

On the death of Nushyram, Prem Chandra was, according
to the custom of the country, sent to a Chathuspathy. It so
ha.ppened however, that his new tutor, one Joy Gopal Turka-
bhiishan, of Dwarigram, in West Burdwan, though rich in
recondite lore, was not in a circumstance to provide board at
his' own expense for all his pupils, The youthful candidate
for knowledge was therefore located in the house of a Bralimin
in the same village, who promised to supply him with food on
conditon that he would undertake to give instruction in the
elements of Grammar to one of his children, These were
hard terms to begin a student’s life with, and to a tender
youth like Prem (Chandra, then only about 14 years old, they
appeared particularly so; but his love for learning readily
induced him to abide by them, Unfortunately the Brahmin’s
circumstances were not much better than those of the tutor,
and the consequence was that Prem Chandra’s allowance of
the necessaries of life varied according to the dmily earnings
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of his host ; and to make matters worse, the Brabmin, thongh
poor, would never accept any pecuniary assistance from Prem

Chandra, or his parents,
Joy Gopal’s celebrity as a learned Pundit has spread far

and wide, and invitations to Shrads and other ceremonials
came to him from distant places, and every time he went
abroad he took Prem Chandra with him, which was always
a source of grievous hardship to the young pupil ; but he cheer-
fully submitted to them as much to please his tutor, as to
prosecute his studies without interruption, which he could not
have done if he had remained at the Chatuspathy during the
absence of the teacher. He never, however, forgot his
sufferings, and eoften in after life recounted them in the most
affecting terms. * Chatuspathy life,” he once said to one of
his younger brothers, ““1is the hardest that a young man can
choose ; and never can I forget how grievously I suffered from
it. Being the youngest of all my fellow stndents, I was sub-
jected to all the contumely that they could heap on me, and
had often patiently to submit to cuffs and kicks, My atten-
tion to my lessons and the consequent kind treatmeut of the
Adhyapaka had excited their euvy ; so they would every now
and then tear the leaves of my Puthees ; throw away the oil
which I used to keep in store for my mightly study, and what
was most annoying, rifle my little purse, of its contents, and ,
thereby deprive me of the mcans of supplying new books or
fresh oil. In addition to these sulferings and vexations, I had
frequently to travel long distances wjth the Adhyapala
with swollen feet and pinched belly,”” ¢ What sustained me
in these trials,”” added he, ‘“was the dread of rebuke {rom
father, if I would be absent from Chatuspathy, and the hope
of oneé day making a nawme in the literary world.”

After astay of several years in the Chatuspathy and having
finished his elementary studies, Prem Chandra directed his
attention to the higher branches of learning, such as Rhetoric,
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Law, Logic, Philosophy, & He had heard the names of those
renowned scholars, Nemye Chand Seeromonee, Shumbhoo
Bachaspati, and Natooram Shastree, who then adorned the
chairs of those subjects in the Sanskrit Collega of Caleutta,
and longed to place himself under their able tuition. With
this view he came down to the Presidency, and at the age of
about 21 became a pupil of that Institution. That great
Orientalist, Horace Hayman Wilson, was then its Secretsry.
When Premp Chandra first.appeared before him for admission,
Mr. Wilson was struck with his broad commanding forehead
and intelligent appearance, and without submitting him to the
ordinary examination, asked him if he could compose poetry.
The young scholar was nothing loath ; he immediately sat
down, and wrote a few stanzas in Sanskrit, descriptive of the
genius and ability displayed by Mr, Wilson in mastering the
Sanskrit langnage, and the zeal and lively interest he uniform-
ly evinced in promoting its cause. This settled the course of
his future life. Professor Wilson at once took him by the

hand, and ever after stood by him as a kind patron and a
warm admirer,

On the death of Natooram Shastree, the chair of Profes-
gor of Rhetoric fell vacant, and Mr. Wilson knowing fuil

well the eminent acquirements and the great natural parts of
‘ Prem Chandra gave it to him,

Thus Prem Chandra became the Professor of a most im-
portant branch of Sanskrit langnage, while he was yet a mere
youth; but he was not unequal to new task. He dis-
charged the dutiesrof his post consecutively for 32 years with an
amount of zeal, assiduity, and succee, which earned for him
the higest approbation of the Government, and the admiration
of the public. He early secured thﬁe respect of his Fellow-
Professors and was greatly esteemed by his superiors in office,
Professor Wilson never forgot him even when hp had retired
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to England, bat corresponded with him upon diverse subjects
connected with Sanskrit Literature.

Prem Chandra possessed great tact in deciphering ancient
inscriptions, and this brought bim into familiar intercourse
with James Prinsep, whom he helped largely in bringing to
light the purport of many an old record of great historical
value.

During his collegiate career as a student, Prem Chandra
was fond of spending his liesure hoursin writing for the Verna-~
cular Press, He selected for his organ the Probhakar, which
was then edited by that clever Bengalee scholar, the late
Baboo Iswar Chandra Gupta. Prem Chandra’s connection
raised the paper considerably in the estimation of its readers
and 1ts circulation was greatly increased. When, however,
his reputation for Sanskrit writing became generally known

and began to be appreciated by the learned, he dropped the
Vernacular, and confined his attention solely to the former.

It is now four years ago that Prem Chandra left the service
and retired to pass the remainder of his days at Benares,
The cause that led him to take this step against the remons-
tranceof his friendsand relatives 18 strange, ynd to many may
appear purile. Like most people, whether ancient or modern,
Prem Chandra was a fatalist. He believed, after examining
his horoscope, that his last days was not far distanv, and that
he would die during the period intervening between the H7th
and 62nd years of his age. He therefore hurried himself
away to the above city to lay his ashes on its sacred soil, Bub
impressed, as he was, with the idea of his approaching end, he
did not feel in the slightest degree uneasy or nervous on that
account, Ie followed the even tenor of his quiet life, and
devoted his time to those literary pursuits, which had occuopmed
the best part of his life. Between 20 and 30 of his pupils
gathered round him, and to give them instruction grafis was
his duty, as litgrary composition was his recreation,
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Thaus lived and died an eminent scholar in the full enjoy-
ment of health and all the powers of mind, which had not
suffered either by incessant labour, or the cares mcident to the
life of an aunthor. Prem Chandra never shirked duty, and
duty to him was always a source of grtification. He thought
and believed that every educated member of the Hindu com-
munity was bound to exert to the best of his ability to revive
the Sanskrit language from the ashes under which it had heen
smothereds by centuries of Mahomedan domination, and how far
he acted in accordance with this belief, may be seen by the
numerous works which he has left, and which speak so welk
for themselves, Lately, he was engaged in writing a work on
Rhetoric, and compiling a Sauskrit lexicon for the use of
colleges, He was rapidly pushing them for the Press, and
would have brought them to completion before long, had not
death paralysed his pen, and but put an end to his hopes.

The life of a Pundit offers little matter for comment; but
we cannot conclude this brief notice without adverting to the
private character of Prem Chaundra Tarkabagish. Perfectly
disinterested in his actions and loving krnowledge for its own
sake, he was the very impersonation of all that is pure and
virtuous. Though simple as a child in his daily intercourse
with people, and in his conduct towards his disciples, there
was a moral gravity and grandeur in his appearance,
which inspired the respect of all. His love and affection
for his pupils were more than parental. Among lis pupils
we may name suck distinguished scholars as Iswar Chandra
Vidyasagara, Mohesh Chandra Nyayratna, Dwarka Nath:
Bidyabhusan, Ram Narayan Tarkaratna, and Mooktaram
Bidyahagish, who held him in the highest veneration. Well,
can we understand how death has cast a gloom over the
Professors and Students of the Sanskrit College ; every one of
whom is sincerely bewailing the loss he has sustained in the
late learned Pundit. c
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Prom Chandra was & thorough orthodox Hindu of the Sect
of Sakto, but he never condemned or questioned publicly the
tenets of the other sects. Anything like hypocrisy, either in
religion or morality, had no place in his composition, He
acted mpon what he truily and sincerely believed ; and if sin-
cerity is a viriue, whatever may be one’s own faith, he had
that in abundance., We have been assured that Sir Raja
Radhacant held Prem Chandra in great esteem, as much for
his learning as for his adherance amidst the Japs and changes
of the present generation to the religion of his forefathers.

Life of Prem Chandra Tarkavdgisha with his verses in
Sanskrit by Rdmakshaya COhatterjee, Calcutta,
printed at the Banerjee Press by J. N. Banerjee &
Son,119 Old Boytakhdnd Bdzdr Road, 1892.

This is an excellent little biography'in Bengali Who is
th.ere amongst us that has not heard of Pandit Prem Chandra
Tarkavigisha, the Poet and Rhetorician 9 Pundit 'Park:wﬁgi.;ha.
came of a good old stock of S&krad4 in Rarh. He acquired
the rudiments of Sanskrit in a téle. He then joined the
Calentta Sangkrit Colloge as an advanwd student, and soou
after, completing his studies, was appmmed Professor of
Rhetoric and Poefry in his a.lmu, mater, Coming to occupy
that chair after Pandit Nathuram Shéstri, 4c was not easy to
keep up its reputation. But Pundit Tarkavigisha showed that
he was fully equal to the duties he had to discharge. He was
truly loved by all the students who sat at his feet. He was
an original poet of remarkable powers., He edited and com-
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mented upon several celebrated Sanskrit poems, and was much
esteemed by Professor Wilson and others not only for his
sound scholarship but also for the purity and simplicity of his
character, His biographer is his brother, Many remarkable
anecdotes have been carefully collected, illustrative of Pundit
Tarkavdgisha's character, As befitted a rigid Hindn, the
Pundit retired in his old age to Benares where he breathed his
last, plunging into gloom his numerous disciples throughout
Bengal. Pundit Tarkavégisha was connected with the Bengali
press then in its infancy. His contributions to the Probkara
'were read with delight by a large circle. The little biographi-
cal sketch has been enriched by a coliection of the Sanskrit
verses of Pundit Tarkavagisha. These are delightful reading.
It is a matter of great regret that the talents of Pundit Prem
Chaundra were allowed to be frittered away in comparatively
unimportant tasks without being centred on something more

worthy of them. An original poem from Pundit Tarkavéigisha
wounld not have been unworthy of the Sanskrit Muse of
of medisgeval India.

National Magazine, Dec, 1802,
(Vol. VI. No 12.))

Calcutta Review July, 1892.
’ p p. XXXIX.

Prem Chandra TarkavAgicsha was one of the most distin-
guished Sanskrit scholar of Bengal during the early and mid-
dle parts of the century, and occupied the chair of Rhetoric in
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$8anskrit College of Calcutta for 82 years with great
is@fction. Some of the greatest oriental scholars such as
Bora.ce Hayman Wilson, Prof. E. B, Cowell and. James
Prinsep, held high opinions of the abilities and worth of the
Pundit. He rendered great help to James Prinsep in deci-
phering ancient inscriptions in Pali and Sanskrit, He was
noted commentator of some of the immortal Sanskrit poems
and was himself endowed with no mean poetical powers. His
services for the improvement of Bengali literatare are not
to be slighted, as, in those early days of English education,
fow were the men who thought it worth their while to bestow
time on the caltivation of their much neglected mother-
tongue. As a man, Premchand was gifted with some of the
noblest qualities of the heart; without which public virtues

and the highest intellectual endowwent are often a mere
delusion. Taken all in all, Pandit Premchandra Tarkabdgish
was one of the greatest souls that Bengal ever has produced
one, who certaiuly deserves the honour of being immortalised
in a biography.

The department of biography in Bengali literature is
exceedingly poor, not simply in respects of the number of
books on the subject, but also in thle sense that the few
biographical works published in the langnage are not disein-
guished by the qualities which wake a biography instraction ,
interesting and valuable, throwing light on the state of
society of the time to which the individeal who formed the
hero of the work belonged. The life and poems of Prem-
chandra Tarkabagish, though not a model of a biography,
is still muoch above the general ran of ordinary biographical
works published in Bengalee. The aunther has not merely
narrated the events in the lhfe of his hero, bat recorded
various facts which have a bearing on the social and religious
condition of Bengal in his time, The ancedotes given, few
though they be, udd to the interest of the work, and help to
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