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I. Annual Address and Report. Bt/ Bevjaniin Walker,

President. Bead Mai/ ir>. ISfU.

During the lat;t twelve mouths the Old Kesideuts'

Historical Association has completed the first quarter of

a century of its existence. That the puri>oses for which it

was organized and the objects which it has attained in

placing upon permanent record a great amount and vari-

ety of valuable historical information relating to the city

of Lowell, togetlier with its early finiiiders ami nmny
of the leading spirits who liave encouraged its enterprises

and shaped its destinies, tlie fiA'e volumes of its published

papers very fully attest. The Lowell of 1822, with its

single system of cotton mills (the Meri-imack Manu-
facturing Company), and its sparsely settled surround

ings, witli tiourishing forest trees, where are now located

its princij^al business streets an<l finest buildings, both

public and private, and the Lowell of 1894, with its 80,000

or more inhabitants, and its wonderful development of so

much in art and science that pertains to the producti(»n of

what may be regarded as human requirements and
human necessities, is in most marked conti'ast.

These great business enterprises thus centered in

Lowell, as all will admit, have attracted to it, from

the beginning, men of rare and eminent talents, in the

varied walks of business and professional life, and many
who continue to be identified with it, notwithstanding

they have long since "gone to their reward." Its system
of public education deservedly ranks among the highest

in the scale of national excellence, and for which indeed

the whole country is noted; its newspaporial variety and
(wcellence in tlie dissemimition of the current literature^
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and ('\(^Hts of the day, seem to be unrivalled, and ^\^v now
really are, in I lie truest sense, a great city. To keep pace

with it, in ]>erpetuating- its history, in maiutaining the

dignity and importance which it has ac(|uired, is, T take

it, in no small degree, the business and province of this

Association. To do this pro]HH'ly and successfully, each

UKMubei' sliould not only esteem it a duty but a i)rivilege

to contribute sonu^lfing to the general gi>od, either

directly or otlun-wise, and not dei)end wholly u]M>n tlu^

otticei's and the comparati\ely f(nv by whom this lalxtr, in

the past, has been p(M-formed. It is not altogether the

great events which sliouhl be inscribed, but it is the

miuiU' matt(H's and the little incid(Mits which will con-

tinue to enliven the i)ag(^s of its history, and give force

and character in the future to that which has seeme<l so

commonplac(^ and ])(n*haps almost trivial in the ])ast. I,

thei'efori^, desire, unu'e than ever, if ]>ossibh\ te emphasize

this fact, for the reason that a (piarter of a century has

greatly depleted our ranks, so far as the original meni-

bei'ship is concern(^d, and with each succeeding death are

taken some' interesting facts and reminiscences never to

b<* I'egained, but forever lost, Wlio of us is there who
will not a(dcnowledge the interest attached and pleasure

<le]'ived, u])on hearing, as we all oflen have, some slight

reference to the incidents and perhai)S the pleasantries of

fifty years ago, bringing before us, as they have, the well

remeiubei-ed form and chai'acteristics of ])erha]»s some
<dd and well-tried friend, and how such ev«Mits warm our

hcai'ts and renew our interest in the ha]>]>iuess of those

eai'ly days ? Think of these things, my friends, and let

not your own opport uinties pass uniui]>roved.

While for Iwenly-tive years there has been no want
of coulribut i(»ns f<u- our <|uarterly meetings, yet with the

retlectiou thai a generation lias now passed away since

fhey wei-e coiiimeuced, there would seem to be a neces-

sity, while the oppoi't unit ies and the sul»jects are by m>
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means exhausted, for new eontribiitors from whom
])apers will be <!,ratefnl]y and gladly accepted.

Two years a^o a sn<;'nestion was made, and a vote

passed, admittiu*;- ladies to membership of this Asso-

ciation, in the hope that, as in every other ]tlace where

aflmitted, they would infuse a zeal into its ranks, as well

iis strengthen its lilerary excellence. That this would be

the outcome of their natural activity there can be no

doubt, but with so much innate modesty, and ]»erhai)s an

insnlticient pil-lantry, on the ])art of us "Lords of

<'reation," we have not yet j;athered the harvest so fondly

anticipated. '^Phat this stat<^ of thin<;s is all our own
fault, there cannot be the sli<>iitest doubt. 1 can there-

fore only renew the ho])e that some steps may be taken,

and some methods devised, whereby a jjjoodly uuml)er of

ladies may be added to our I'anks, and also to our list of

literary contributors, upon subjects which will not fail

to be as interestinji; as the source from whi<-h they may
emanate.

The present headquarters of the Association are, in

many respects, exceedinjily pleasant and desirable. F«u'

its quarterly meetin«is and business ])urposes, the Board

of Trade rooms are centrally situated, makinji the saiue

easy of access, well arrano;('d, an<l in (nery way enjoyable.

\Yhether its library, now so isolated, would not prove

more valuable in nearer proximity to our iniblic library,

or that of the Middlesex Mechanics Association, and thus

within access and easy reach of all desiring' to consult its

volumes, is a nmtter which may ])ossibly be worth future

consideration. The Memorial Kuildino- naturally su;j,-

jjjests itself as th<^ ]>ro]>er ]dac<' for the beloniiiinj^s of the

Old Kesidents' llist(n-ical Association and one which

would r(\adily afford the facilities which the library is

intended to provide. Tn the ])i'es(Mit anomalous condition

of that buildino- and its hall, however, with reiiard to

occupancy, the general mission of its managers would
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seem to he to jdacc all possible obstacles in the way of its

use by the jmblic, by whom and for wlioni it was bnilt, or

by any society or organization (levoted so nearly as is

ours to public x^^ii'pos^es, and intended, almost wholly, to

]>roiiiote the i)iiblic p,(>od and j^eneral Avelfare of our city.

In this connection allow nie to suggest the propriety of

having the library proj^erly arranged and catalogued, as

this will materially add to its value, in the facility

afforded for consulting its volumes.

That the future success, prosperity, and financial

strength of this Association must depend upon the active

consideration of the several topics to which allusion has

been herein made, there can be no reasonable doubt, and
that it still has an important mission in carrying for-

wai'd a work so auspiciously begun, and which gives

promise of so much in the future, is equally certain. Let

us see to it, therefore, that no opportunity bo lost for its

increased and })ernianent advancement.

Dui-ing the last year this Association has lost six

members by death, as follows : ---

1. -lAI^EZ EDWAKDS was born February 14th,

ISIT), in AVeare, N. II., came to Lowell November 23rd,

ls;U, and dic^l October IDth, 1803, aged 78 years. Tavo

days after his arrival in Lowell he entered the repair

sho]) of the Merrimack Manufacturing Comi)any, where
he rciuainod al)out three yi^ars, A^hen he accepted the

position of second-hand in No. 2 carding room. Some
three years later he was ])romote<l to the position of

ovei'seei', Avhich lie held until August, 1881, when he

retii-ed from active business. During the forty-seA'en

years of his continuous service, Mr. Edwards was
entirely coiiv<'rsant with all the changes, remodellings,

and improvements made in this great cor]»oration, in

regard to its buildings, machinery, etc. ; saw the

changes in its operatives from 1834, then almost exclu-

sively New England men and Avomen, l)ut nearly all
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Kince supplaiittMl by foreigners. He was employed uii<l<'r

the following distingnislied agents of the Mei-rimack

Mannfactnring (\)ni]>any, viz. : — Kirk Boott (at that time

treasurer), John Clark, Emorv A>'ashl)nrn, Edward Le
Brctton, Isaac Hinckley, John C Palfrey, and its present

efficient manager, Joseph S. Lndlam. This includes all

except Ezra Worthen and NA'arren Colburn, who died

jn-eyious to 1834. Mr. Edwards was also one of the only

four ]»ci'sons who had been employed by this company as

long as himself when he retired from active service. The
naiuos of the other three are Willard Welch, David M.

Collins, and Phineas Stanley. On tlie retirennmt of Mr.

EdAvards he Avas jn'esented by Mr. Charles H. Dalton,

treasurer, tlirough Mr. Lmllani, agent, a very valuable

gold walcli and chain, accom]»anied ^^'itll a letter highly

appreciative of the s^n-viccs he had rendered the com-

pany, and in return Mr. Edwards expressed his profound

gratilication for the kind words and ex]»ressions of

regard with which he had been so honored.

Mr. Edwards was marricnl ()ct<d)er 22nd, 1839, to

Elizabeth H. Bean, of Lowell, by the late Bev. Theodore

Edson, D. 1)., and both have always been faithful and

devoted members of St. Anne's Church. In 1889 this

worthy conph^ celebrated their golden wedding, wliich

was an occasion of much ]deasure to the great number
of his relatives and friends who ]»articipated therein.

Although modest and retiring in his character, even

to diffidence, Mr. Edwards was the very embodiment of

manliness and integrity in all his business alTairs. In

yu'ivate life his virtues wei'e those of uniform kindness,

gentleness, and consideration for the feelings of others,

and lie died, as lu^ had lived his long and useful life,

universally respected and beloveil. ^fr. E(h\ards never

held ]»ublic office.

2. SAMUEL P.. SIMOXDS was born ?.Lircli 7th,
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1806, in TJncoln, came to Lowell April 1st, 1831, and died

Xoveinber 2()tli, 1893, ajied 87 years and 8 months.

Mr. 8imonds first engaged in the crockery business

on Merrimack Street, with liis brother John, in whicli he

continned for several years. He afterwards located on

Central Street, where he pursued the occupation of book-

binder for nu)re than thirty years. From Jnly 4th,

1858, to February Kith, 1883, he was enrolled as a

member of High Street (Jhurch, and within the same
period served many years as sexton, which office he

lilled Avith marked acceptance and ability. Mr. Sinu)nds

removed to Pawtncketville in 1873, and t(Mi years later

transfcn-i-cd his membership to the Pawtuoket Cliurch,

wliere lu^ continued during the remainder of his life,

holding tlic offices of deacon and clerk. The records of

both High StriM't and Pawtucket churches show him to

have been of a historical turn of mind, leaving much of

value, as he did, relative to both the above named
churches. Mr. Simonds never married.

3. LEONAKI) WOKCESTEK was born November
nth, 1813, in Salem, came to Lowell in March, 1810, and
died December 23rd, 1893, ag«Ml 80 years. Upon tirst

coming to l.(tw<'il Mr. Worcester was employed by John
IMitney, a tailor on Merrimacdv Street, where he remained
about two years. From 1848 to 18r)(; he was in the

em]doy of Hugh McEvoy, a well known tailor on Central

Street, at which latter date he became associated Avith

Alfred (lihuan, under the tiriu name of Gilman cS:

\\'orcest<'i', coutinuing in the same line of bnsiness until

18()0. He was t lien emph»ye<l for a short time by Edwin
C. Leslie. I'^arly in 18()1 h(^ took charge of the business

(tf ('a]>t. IJeuj. l'\ Warren, manufacturer of clothing at

Industiial Hall (formerly the Wesleyan Methodist

Ei)isco]»al ( "liurch), Trescot t Street, subsequ(Mitly ])urchas-

ing the sauie, w here l>e icuiained until 1873, when he
remove<l to Stoti's Pdock, Middlesex Sti-e;'t. Here he
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reinaiiitMl until ISTS, Aviieii he retired from active business.

The earlier years of Mr. Worcester's life were

j)assed in Montpelier, \'t., Bedford, Hanover and Con-

cord, N. II., at which latter place he was an associate

(Muploye of the Hon. Levi P. Morton, afterwards \'ice

President of the United States, lie was also cousin of

Josc]di Vj. Worcester, author of Worcester's English

Dictionary.

On the ITth of June, 1835, Mr. Worcester married

Minerva A., daughter of Ebenezer ('ar]»enter, of Sharon,

Vermont, by wiioni he had seven children, of wliom four

are still living. ITpou coming to Lowell he located at

what is now known as No. !)2 Bart loll Street, where he

continued to reside until tlie day of his death, and

where liis family slill remain, lie ceic^uatcd his g<dden

wedding on the ITth of Jum^ 1885.

Mr. Worcester was singularly g^'utlc and agreeable

in his manners, a most exem])lary citizen, an earnest

Christian, and a very highly estetMued member of High

Street Church, of which he was treasurer about twenty

years. Ile^ never sought nor held public ofiice. II(^ was,

however, a member of Oberlin Lodge, I. ( ). (). I\, Wanna
lancit Encam])nHmt, and for fifty yeai's was prominently

identified with its benevolent and charitable works.

4. SAM TEL KIDDER was born August 8rd, 1821,

in Charlestowu, came to Lowell December 5th, 1843,

and died February 15th, 1894, ag«Ml 72 y<^ars and

months. In company with a ]iartner he jnirchased of

CIiristo]>her Skelton the apothecary store at the corner

of ^leri'imack and John str<'ets, his partner soon after

retiring, where he continued in busiu<'ss until 18(55. At

this time he was succeeded by Messi-s. I\ »!s: E. Bailey,

and became a ]»artm'r in the firm of Pag<*, Kidder ».*^ Co.,

<lealers in fiour and grain on Thorndike Street, tlie firm

subsequently being changed to Coggin »S: Kidder. From
this firm he retii'ed s«n'eral vears auo, and also at the
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same time from active business. At tlie time of his

death Mi'. Kidder was a vice president of the Lowell Insti-

tution for Sa\ iii.us and a <lirector of the Wamesit National

Bank. He was a man of tlie strictest inte^i^rity, qniet

and nnobtrnsi\(' in his <lis]»osition, an<l never liehl ])nblic

ofitice.

5. GEOKGJ*: S. GUSHING was born June Oth, 182.'),

at Stanstead IMain, P. Q., came to Lowell in A]>ril, ISl."),

and died February 23rd, LS94, aj2;ed G8 years and S

months. Mr. Gushing first found em])loyment at Lowell

in the di-essing department of the Massachusetts Mills.

Two or three years later (in 1849), and during the early

history of the gold excitement, he left for Galifornia,

where he remained about two years, when he returned lo

this city and began the manufacture of soda and other

tejnjx'rance beverages at Pentncket ^])rings, then a cele-

Itrated source for pure water. After leaving this

business he engaged in several enterju-ises, at one time

being interested in the sale of clothing and furnishing

goods on Merrimack Street, and afterwards in the Thorn-

dike Manufacturing Gompany. In ISG.") ho was con-

nected with a hat manufacturing establishment at

Methnen, Mass., later in Vermont co])per mines, the

Monson slate (juarries, and mica mines in Maine. In

1881 he was a ]>aper manufacturer, at West Derby,

Vermont, ^^'hih' in Monson lie suiH'rintended the con-

struction of a I'ailroad, eight miles in length. At one

time, date n(»t ascertained, he manufactured soda

fountains in lioston, subs«Mpiently engaging in the soda

business at Manchester, I^ngland.

Mr. Gushing was a member of the Gommon Omncil

in 1STT-T8, and (»!" the IJoard of Aldermen in 1882. He
was seven years a member of the Board of Oversi'ers of

the J*oor. In 1893 he was apjiointed a member of the

Board of Assistant Assessors for two years. He was a

j»rominent member of Ancient Vork Lodge of Free
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Masons, of Mecliaiiics Lodge of Odd Fellows, and at the

time of his death was collector for the First Uuiversalist

Church. Ill private life Mr. Cnsliing was uuiversally

esteemed for his marked social qualities and genial dis-

position, having a pleasant smile and kind w^ord for all

witli whom he came in contact.

6. BICKFOKD LANG was born April 23rd, 1823,

in Limerick, Maine, came to Lowell October 1st, 1852, and
die<l April 11th, 1894, aged 70 years, 11 months and 18

days. U])on arriving in Lowell Mr. Lang was made
sujicrintcndont of tlie City Farm, to wliich place he had

been previously elected, wh<M-e he remained for eight

years. He then became a mendx'r of the police depart-

ment, serving from 1800 to 18G2 as d('])nty, and from 1862

to 1871 as city marslial. Since 1873, and w]) to the date

of his death, Mr, Lang held the offic<' of trnant commis-

sioner, having been in constant service of the city of

Lowell for the period of forty-two years. In all these

]»nblic positions Mr. Lang, always kind, genth^ and

humane, was at the same time faithful and efticient, and

when occasion required he displayc^d an energy and

firmness which wielded great pow<'r and intlnence o\'er

the nmny waywar<l characters with whom he had to

deal, and was in fact, as such an ofticer should be, a

"terror to evil-doers."' In private life his character was
irre]U'oachable. Mr. Lang was a member of the Ancient

York Lodge of Free Masons, Mount Horeb l\<»yal Arch
Chapter, and Pilgrim Oommandery, and was connected

with the Faith Chapel Church, on Chelmsford Street.

JONATHAN P. FOLSOM, whose name was inadver-

tently omitted in last year's annual report, was born

October l>th, 1820, at Tam worth, N. TL, came to Lowell in

May, 1840, and dit^l February 23rd, 1893, aged 72 years

and 4 months. Mr. Folsom was long and prominently

identified with the dry goods trade in our city, having for

manv veai-s a store on Merrimack Street, dnrinii' which
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period he A\as scNernl times a iikmiiIh*!- of tlie City

( iovoriniKMit, sei'xiini as couHciliiiaii, aldei'iuaii, and twi(*<'

as niay(»r. In an article ]nil)lislied in tlie first volume of

Coiilributioiis to tlie Old Residents' Historical Associa-

tion, entitled " Tlu^ Mayors of Lowell," which ori;iiinally

ai»]»eared in the colnmns of tlie A'ctx IN>]nili, Mr. Z. E, Ston<'

bein^' tJHMi editor, may be fonnd a bio,iira]»hical sketch of

Mr. Folsoni, whicli it would seem unnecessary here to

reproduce.

The conti'ibut ions to the library of the Old Residents'

Historical Association, since the last annual re]»ort, have

been as follows :
---

Transactions and Report Nebraska Stat(^ Historical

Society, \'ol. 5, 180:i

Bulletin No. 101, University of California.

Massachusetts T^arm Laws, 1S03, Massachusetts

Society foi' Promoting AjLii'icultui-e.

Ohica<i() Historical Society, (piarterly meeting, Jan-

uary, 1894.

Annual l\e])ort, 1S1I4, Buffalo Historical Society.

The Lawrencian, Lawrence AcadcMuy, (Jroton. Cen-

tennial number, June, 1893.

Tyngsborough (Mass.) Men in the ^^'ar of the

Rebellion, by the editor, J. Frank Bancroft.

Unveiling of the P>ronze ^lemoi-ial Crou]* of the

Chicago ALissaci-e of 1812. Chicago llist(U-ical Society,

1893.

Proceedings of the State Historical Societ}', of

Wisconsin, Decembei', 18!>3.

Annual Kej>ort, University of California, for 1893.

Publications Pliode Island Historical Society, A]>ri],

1894.

Records au<l Papers of the New London (Conn.)

Historical Societv, Part ."., Vol. 1, 1894.
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Dedliam llistoi-ical K(\i;ist<n's, A])ril, July, and

October, 1803.

University of New York State Library bulletin, 1894.

University of New York, Totli Annual I\e])oi-t of the

New York State Libraiw, 1892.

Rf^port of tli<' I*resi(l<Mit of Yale University, Deeeni-

ber, 1893.

Cataloiiiie of Yale University.

An Essay on the Preservation of Roadside Trees,

Massaduisetts Society for Promoting Agriculture, by

James Dra]>er of the Worcester Parks Uonmiission.

Oration by Elisha Bartlett before the municipal

authorities and the citizens of Lowell, July 1, 1848.

Pres(Mited by ^liss Lydia Redlow of Lowell.

Translations and Reprints from original sources of

Euro})ean Ilistoi-y. No. 1, Yol. 1, relating- to the Early

Reformation Period. Edited by Edward P. Gheyney,

A. M., Philadelphia, 1894.

Lowell City Documents, 1892 and 1893. Uity Clerk,

Lowell.

A memoii- of John Montgomery Batchelder, by John
Trowbridge. (Contributed by Miss Ratcdielder.

Papers by Dr. Samuel (Jrcen, secretary of the

Massachusetts Historical Society. Contributed by him,

as follows :

Remarks before the Massadiusetts Historical Soci-

ety, in contributing a diary by William Nutting of

Groton, Mass. (1752 to 1832), from 1777 to 1804.

Remarks on Nonacoicus, 1S93.

Papers relating to ('ai»t. Thomas Lawren<'e's

Company of Groton, Mass., during the Erench and Indian
Wars of 1758. Published 1890.

Early Land Grants of Grot(»n, Mass,

Groton and the Wit(hcraft Times.
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The foreii<)in«2,' books and ])ainplilets, like the mauy
which liave been reccnved in ]»revious rears, form a must

interest inp; feature of' onr ]ibrai-y, treating;-, as tlie.v do, of

a great range and variety of subjects, \ev\ closc^ly allied

to those wliich give to onr association its special historica]

interest and iiupoitance.



//. Cot/cord (Dill IjCviin/toH, Aj)viJ J'.l. // /.7. 77//' Crisis,

t/ic Dotes, tlic Bridge . the Men. I>i/ Epltniiin

llroint. Read Ma/ ir>. IS<J4.

The recent r^owell Old Hesideiits' Historical Associ-

ation records read as follows :

Whereas, a direct and forcildc resistance to the

autliority of Jnmes the Second was the seizure and

imprisonment of Governor Andross in Boston, the

ca]»1iirc of the fort on Beacon Hill, and the ca])tnre of liie

Brilisli fri,i;at(^ in JJoston Bay ---all on the I'.MIi day (d'

April, l(;si> ;

And \\hereas, the British troops were resisted,

repulsed, ronte<l and sent tlyinii from I lie Xoi-th lUMdiic in

Concor<l, on the 10th day of Ai)ril, ITTo ;

Ami whereas, the sons of liberty and nnion success-

fully passed throni;h Baltinn)re, amid storm, riot, blood-

shed and mui-der, A])ril 11), ISdl ;

Resolved, that the Old Residents' Historical

Association of Lowell, Mass., do by its committee,

appointe<l for that purpose, em])hatically recommend the

enactment for a h\nal holiday, in the ])lace of the annual

Fast Day, for all the future, the lOth day of April, from

and after the year 1894.

The enactment has ])assed, the fact has been accom-

plished, and April 10th is now and hereafter is to be a

le^al holiday forever. The 10th of April is the most

remarkable and memorable of any day in the history of

this nation. It is a _i;reater day than the 4th of Jidy,

because the inception is greater than the consummation

and precedes it. Xo other day in the year has coinci-



'iO OLD RESIDENTS' HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

deuce so remarkable either in times or events. The most

important movoments in the liistorv of America met on

this date.

It was on Ihe lUth ih\\ of Aju-il, KKKJ, tlial the first

house was built by the Eu_!i:lisli, on a small island in

Buzzards Bay. It was on the llltli day of April, 1(;81>,

that the liberty of this nation was conceived by the

captur(^ of Andross, the fort and the frigate. It was nn

the 19th day of April, 1775, that American liberty was

born, at the North Bridge. It was on th<> llHli day of

A]>ril, 1801, that American liberty was redeemed, in

P>altimoro. And April 19, 1S91, American liberty was
gloritiod in th(^ celebration in Concord. Wonderful

(^vouts ! wonderful date ! But there is a greater wonder

still.

If there were only these coincidences, they are enougli

to make A]u-il 19th the most notable day in the history

of this rejMiblic. But hxdc at these figui-ps again. From
April 19, ir>03, to April 19, 1()89, is eighty-six years.

From A])ril 19, 1(589, to April 19, 177;"), is eighty-six years.

Again : from April 19, 1775, to April 19, 18«!1, is eighty-

six years. Here are six renuirkable coin<idences, all

relating to Ajnll 19th. Again : since Ai»ril 19, 1775, to

this dat(\ is 119 y(sn*s. Tlie figures 3, (» and 9 thus enter

many times into the dates of this rei)ublic, au<l seem
(piit<^ as significant and compreh<uisi\e as Daniel's vision

of " Time, times and half a time.
''

I'he nation will u<n'(M' forget the crises, the ])laces,

nor the acl(U's. dames (5. Blaine declared : "Sentiment

has its ])lac(\ We stimulate the ardor of ]»atriotism by
the mere dis])lay of a fiag which has no material force,

l»ut \\ liicli is emblematic (»f all material f(»rce and ty]ufies

the glory of the nation. Wi^ stir the ambition of the
living by secui'iug costly monuments to the Inu'oic dead.
T!ie road from Concord to Lexington is a monument all

the way." Solomon declared that "the olocy of children
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are the fatlu^rs. " Disraeli wrote, '' It is tlie personal

that interests.'' Our late President, Dr. John O. Green,

when I objected to him that personals were all I could

write, exclaimed : "Personals are just what we want."

These are my mo(h'l and my authority for the presenta-

tion of this i)aper.

My ancestral family did uiucli April 10, 1775, The
histories of the conspicuous leaders of that day have

been published. But they could have done nothing

witlnuit other headers and the workers. The hull of the

shi}) is mostly out of sight ; the sails are in sight and

attract most attention. AVhat is beloAV the sails is of

most im])ortance ; but each sui>]»lements the other.

Other jx'ople's ancestors did much, held cons})icuous

positions, and their personal history ought to be collect-

ively written --- especially family work.

The work of the descendants of Thomas Brown, on

that day, has never been collectively writtxm. He came
to Concord in 1(538, and in 177.") his branches had "over-

run the wall, " and in numbers exceed(Ml any other family

in Concord, and they were on the ground April 11), 1775.

King James the Second enacted laws which were

very oppressive to the colonies, and appointed governors

who were severe and arbitrary in their administration,

and the colonies made the successful resistance of April

10, ]t>SO, in the capture of Oov. Andross, the frigate in

Boston harbor, ami the fort on Beacon Hill.

More than tAVo hundred years having elaps(Ml, and

we are so far removed therefrom, W(^ do not at first

I'ealize the importance, the spirit, nor the outcome of this

resistance. It was but the counterpart of that spirit

Avhich led the Pilgrims and Puritans to seek a new

country, some seventy years befor<% whose religious and

])o]itical liberty could be secured and which now seemed

likely to b(^ lost. This resistance was the germ, the seed,

the root of that ui-oat libcrtv-trec whose l>ranches readi
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all ovor oiir land, whose roots penetrate every inch of

onr soil, and ^^ll(>s(' s1ia(h)us cover all onr waters.

The first American crisis was tlie bnildin^' of the first

American hons<s April 1*J, 1()0.'>, in Bnzzards Bay. After

eiiiiity-six; years the second crisis came, A])ril 19, 1(589 ;

and tlie |)(M»]de sliowed themselves eqnal to the emergency

and slrindc for civil and ridiuioiis liberty in the captnre of

Andross, the frigate and the fort. Ei_iihty-six years as;aiu

rcdled around, when the third urcat crisis came at the

I>rid,u(% in successful resistance lo British oppression,

A]»ril 19, 177."). Eiiihty-six years aiiain rolled around and

the fourth j^reat crisis was precijutated in the Bebellion,

indexed as the ])assage throup;!! Baltimore. Many of us

remember that event ; some of us ]»ei-ha]»s were there
;

others had relatives or ueifihb(trs ])articipating in the

]»assage. The bi-other-indaw of your rea<ler, Dr. Norman
Smith of (ii'otou, was tlu- surgeon of tlie Sixth Begiment,

and soiuc thirty-six wearied, slrk and wounded soldi(n's

Avere thrown ujxtu his surgical skill and care by the vio-

lence of that ]>assage, whih^ eighty-six years before his

wife's grandfatluM-, Jonas Bi-owu, was wounded at the

Bridge, and, bleeding, chased the cuciuy nine miles.

Paul Bevere's alarm reverberated through the town

of Concord ; and the militia-men and many citizens

gathered bu- the issu«\ many of I lie faunly of my father

(desceudanis of Thomas Brown of l()o8) being among
them, a few of whom 1 name in this \)v\(4 sketch, and

wish 1 conid name them all. Beuben Brown, on the

iuslant of tlie aiariii, si»rang u|>on his horse and went

tlying down tiie Lexington road, as a scout, to discover

Avhere the Bi-i(ish were, fire fiyiug from the ste(d of his

horse, lie reac lied the border of Lexington village at 4

o'clocdv, and wiili amazement saw eight hundred British,

with deadly arms, advancing ii|>oii tlie devoted town, and,

electrilied with lioir(»r, lie saw the unprovoked massacre

of the ])eo]tle on Lexington (Ireen. Then he swept ba(d;



CONCORD AND LEXINGTON. 23

over the six miles of tlie way with the frantic leaps of his

steed and l(dd the Concord leaders what he had seen.

The country was to be alarmed, and, turuiu<;" his foaming,

panting horse, he ruslied along the road toward llopkin-

ton, thirty miles to the south, crying along the way :

''To arms ! — to arms ! The British tired n])0u the Lex-

ington people while 1 was watching them, and they will

be in Concord soon massacring everywhei'e I To arms !

— to arms !

"

While lie was on this i»atriotic errand the British

arrived in Concord village. I»efore they left Boston the

British oflficei-s had previously raided the town, been in

conference with the Tories, sent about their s])ies, and

had learned that Reuben Brown Avas making cantei^iis,

belts, knapsacks, saddles and holsters, and other military

supplies; and what maddened tluMU still more, the

defiant, patriotic flag floated from a high staff — a liberty

pole --- erected by the people on Reuben's land, just

north of his house, on the next prominent and consjac-

nons bluff in the centre of the village. This Hag and pole

were the first things in Concord that the British struck.

A sqtiad of soldiers was detailed to destro}- them.

Reuben's family fled at their approach and he was on the

way to llopkinton, and there were no organized forces

to resist the British raid. They trod the sacred flag

into the dust under their feet ; they <'ut down the

staff, reduced it to splinters, piled it high and set

it on fire, gratified to see it burn, but little dreaming
that every tongue of flame and every juiff of curling

smoke that ascended to heaven would increasi- and

multiply until America was lompletely involved and the

land ablaze with other flags and other statfs, to become
the glory of this republic and the admii'ation and
wonder of the world.

The gathering militia-men and the other people of

the town and reirion became more and more determined
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as tli<\v beheld tlie Mames and smoke ; for in them were
foretohl tlie risin<;- destinies of a nation, as tlie pillar of

(loud b.v (hiy and the ]nllar of tire by ni^ht had foretold

the I'isin^ and the destinies of the children of Israel.

Sentiment here had force. It became a material, ]m»\\-

crfiil force, for it was sentiment that tilled the ]>eoi)le

with patriotism and (^ndowed them with stren<.;th ;ind

enduranci' to overbear every obstacle.

The next British ste]» was to reach Keubeu's honse.

Here they failed to find munitions of wai* ; for, as so(vn as

made, these had been carried to riMiiote ]>arts of the town
and carefully s(H-reted with othei-, tlioni;l) less (exposed,

patriots. 'I'hey went throniiih his house, barn and sho])
;

and, <lisa]>i>ointed that all were enijity, except his (diaise-

house, they turned their destructive course to other

places, little realizing- the ])ressin.L;' n(^ed of that chaise ere

uight to convey their wounded an<l bleedinii,' officer to

Boston. In their desperate, hurried and harried flight

they took it and at Cambridge were obliged to abandon
it, in order to come under the protection of the British

troops, sent from Boston for their relief from annihila-

tion. Afterwards .lose]di llayward of Concoi-d took the

chaise back to Concord, bloody and filthy as it was with

British gore, and restored it toitsowiuM'. Several British

soldiers who were captured that day \\<'re (-(^ntined for

months by Keuben, at his house, as ]»risoners of Avar, a

sti'iking <*xam])le of the revei-ses of war.

His age was forty-five years. He was born in

Littleton, but his father and family had returned to

Concord, where Keuben became a saddler, established his

home and made himself independent in pro]><M'ty. as

indicated by his homestead, horse and cliaise, aiitl othei"

possessi(Mis, all of which he de\-oted that moi'uing, and

gave himself, to serve moi'e fi-eely in the cause of his

country and freedom --- the fii'st, full, free, voluntary sac-

rifice for his countrv of self and houu^ !
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It is thus to be seen tliat K«Mib('ii Brown was one of

tbe i)i'oinin«'nt and ]>atrio<ic men of Concord. His bonse

is tborc now, adjacent to and next soulli <»f that ancient

hillside ^i-aveyai'd that lies but a few rods south of the

conrtdiouse ; and Iveiiben himself and many of his kin

are l)nried there, and his epitaph today shows the

precious S]»ot.

David Jirown was ca])tain (^f a company of Miimte-

nu'ii which he led to the defciici^ of tbe bridi;('. His

honse stands now on the road fi'om the l)rid;L;'e to Acton,

at the northwest coiaier formed where the road from

Jonas IJuttrick's i)lace joined the Acton road, and about

fifty rods westerly from the bridt;<'. Karly in the

niorninii' he sounded the alarm and the call to arms, and

soon some foi'ty men were at his side and morc^ came
later. The time came to move to the defence of the

brid,u;(^ lie marched his company toward th<' ri^lit fi'om

the field on the hill to take position under the hill, behind

the stone wall that skirted its base, was neai- to and

comnunided the brid^^c. The Acton hei'ctes, just arriving;-

in sight, seeini;- ('ajttain lirown's intention to place his

men under the wall, s])rang forward with their leader to

tile in ih\\I to the wall, ami Captain IJrown's men took

position just behind the Acton nu'n.

It is deemed a glorious t hini; to be first in dangei-, an<l

the Actoti UMMi wer(^ a little nearer to the bridge than

('ai)tain Hi'own's men ; and it may be said that it is

deemed a glorious thing to be tii-sl in safety, and the

Acton company got the ]»osifion of first in safety by tlie

celerity of their action, wdtli ('aj)tain lirown's men close

u]) behind their backs. The Acton men had the best

position, being more closely under (he wall. IN»ssil)ly

the Concord men accorded the ]dace to the Acton men
(Mi her out of chivalry or ])olicv. Some hint seems to

impute the Acton host to a desire for the safest place,

and that was pati'iotic and to their lionoi-. I'oth the
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coiiipaiiics caiiK* iiilo isosilinn on tlic same instant and

botli W(M-e nearly in the same daimer.

My uraiidfatlici', Jonas Brown, was a Minnte-man

(23 years old) in Ids nncle Davi<l Brown's company.

The British wen-v nianoenverinji^ at the brid.^e and be<]^an

to tear up th(^ l)rid.<A<' i)lank and throw theni into tlie river.

The Anu^'ican connnanch^r, Jolm Bnttriek, ord(n'ed them
in a h>n(l voice to desist. Either in indignation or

defiance, or to intimidate, or to t(^st the Americans, a

single shot was fired by the British, the ball wounding
Luther Blanchard of Acton and piercing the should<T of

Jonas Brown. Some sixty years ago my father told me
that his father, Jonas Brown, was on (»ne knee priming

his gun. The next instant his ball was in the air, and
who can tell if it struck the officer that rode in Reuben's

chaise ? or more fatally, one of the British soldiers

lying by the wall, east, and so near to the bridge ?

Capt. Davis being kille<l, Capt. Brown and the two
companies, including the wounded Jonas, ]ea]»ed the

wall, rushed to the bridge and crossed on the narrow
stringers, and the British, stricken in panic, fled for life

toward the Lexington road.

David and his men with the Acton men and others

poured in volley after volley and were soon chasing the

flying British army miles away on the road toward
Boston. I rode from Arlington to Concord April 19,

1894, and inspected the several tablets which tell of

deadly strif<% and saw the well where James Mayward
and the Britisii scddier shot each other ; and at Concord

an Acton nuin displayed llayward's powder horn, pierced

both sides by the Jiritisli ball. Edward Everett, years

ago, exalted this horn by a silver band and ])la(ed around

its neck a silver chain.

David Hrown was a leading man in Concord, ami in

all the region, being a most ])rominent and influential

man. He was tlie son of E])hraini, son of Thomas, son
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of Thomas, the original iuimii>Tant, who came to Con-

cord in 1638. He was 43 years old. He was my father's

great-nucle, and a captain of the Minnte-men. He was,

in November, 1774, appointed one of a Committee of

Inspection to see to the punctual and ])articular observ-

ance of Concord's Association agreement. In March,

177(1, he was appointed a member of the Committee of

Correspondence and held that ])Osition seven years. He
was selectman four y(»ars. In 1778 and '70 he was a

member of the committee of the town to hire soldiers for

the campaign to Rhode Island and for the continental

draft. He was delegate to the state convention which

met in Concord, July 14, 1779. He was delegate to the

county convention and also delegate to the state con-

vention which met in Concord in Octobi>r, 1779. He was
delegate to the county of Middlesex conv(Uition heUl in

Concord, August 23, 1770. He was a member of a

committee of five to address the people of Middlesex by a

circular, September 9, 1786. He was one of tlie six cap-

tains on the Jonas Buttrick hill watching the I'lilsh

troops in their destructive raid through the town, and on

Davis' fall, as the one Concord captain, he led from tlie

wall to the bridge an<l along the heights towards

Merriam's Cx^rner, fighting all the way. Sundi-y of his

descendants live in Lowell today. He died in 1862, aged

72 years. His widow died in 1832, aged 99 years. He
was the fourth generation from the first Thonuis.

Jacob Brown was the oldest sou of Abishai Brown of

Concord. He was 39 yinirs old in 1775, and was ca]»laiii

of a company in 1770.

Zachariah, his brother, was 32 years old, and Abishai,

his other brother, was 29 years, and thus three of his

family, cousins to (.'aptain David, were on duty in 177;").

After the retreat of the British from the bridge, one

Briton was found lying where he fell, near the bridge, on

the south side of the road, and another in the middle of
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the road, a few rods east of the bridge, shot in the neck,

both dead.

Zachariah Brown's house was on the northeast

corner, at the junction of the avenne and the village road

and near the bridge. It is understood to be there now.

Just at night Zachariah and a neighbor buried the

two soldiers beside the wall, where you may see the mon-

ument today.

On the first day of labor on the monument t(» Jonas

Brown, Mrs. PoAvers of C'hestnut Street, Lowell, said :

"As the British troops were coming to the bridge, Mrs.

Brown seized her infant daughter and rushed across the

bridge to go to the house (»f David Brown, crying, 'The

British are coming. My baby ! O, my baby !' " Pre-

sumably it was Mrs. Zachariah Brown, living at the

corner.

Capt. Abishai Brown, before mentioned, was one of

the fourth generation from the original Thomas, cousin

to David, and lived on the westerly road to Carlisle, about

two and one-half miles northwesterly from the bridge.

Colonel Jei'emiah T.ee of Marblehead, in March, 1775,

among other stores, s(^nt to Concord a quantity of tents,

poles, axes and hatchets, and they were ston^l at Abishai

Brown's farm, soiuo two and one-half miles toward

Carlisle. He was of decidedly military tastes, captain of

a company of 103 Minute-men, who marched to Cam-
l>ridge, with Jonas Brown as corporal.

In A})ril, 177(», com]>anics were enlisted from Middle-

sex County for the pur])ose of fortifying and defending

Boston and vicinity, and Abishai Brown was captain.

In the cam])aigu of 1777 lie was ca]>taiu of a Middlesex

company, in which Avere 20 Concord men. During this

cam])aign h(^ was commissioned major of the regiment.

In tli(^ campaign (»f 177S the Concord ti'oops went to the

defence of Bluxle Island witli Abishai as commander.
Tic was a zealous ])atriot, a trusted and intluontial citizen
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of o<)o<l education, <2:oo(l jii(l_i>iiieiit, literary, and a

ready writcn*, a member of Concord's committee of 1777.

lie was a studious, observinj^-, i)ractical man. In liis

military life, in the need of surgeons, be took u])on bimself

the duty of caring for the wounded and sick under liis

command, and with so much devotion and success as to

en<hnir him to his soldiers, and accjuired so mucli skill

and ability that after the war he had many calls and

much practice in Concord, his surgical skill being often

preferred befor<' that of the other Concord doctors, lie

was selectman two years an<l lived till A])ril 13, 171H),

when, at the age of (15, he was buried in that side hill

cemetery, where one can now read his ei»ita]>h. The
Sons of the American Revolution, just befoj'e this last

llHli of April, jilaced markers, similar to "perpetual

care" of Lowell's Cemetery, at each kn(»\\u j>atriot's

grave.

In I he declaration of Jonas Bro^^ ii he says, '•
I

enlisted as ensign for an expedition to Canada in tl-.e

regiment of Lieut. Col. Brown." Your reader has not

learned whether Lieut. Col. Brown was of the family of

the Concord Browns, or of kin. The family blood was
widely scattered in adjac(mt towns. Perhai»s he was
descended from the original Thomas of lO.HS.

Th(^ History of Temple, N. H., was published in 1S50.

Your nnidc^r ]>rocured for its pages the statement of Jonas

Brown, which fcdlows : Ensign Jonas Brown was born

in Concord, Mass., 1752 ; removed to Temple, N. II.,

17S0, and mai-ried August 10, 17S4, Ilanimh Ileald. SJie

was the daughter of Maj. E])hraim Ileald, ami the first

female child born in Temple. Maj. Heald was a direct

descendant in the fourth generation fi'oui Jcdin Ileald,

whosetth^d in Concord, Mass., 1(135 to 1(5:58. The History

of Temjde says : ''Jonas BroAvn was a very patriotic man,
and tlie stat(Muent which he was obliged to nuike in order

to secui'e his pension, under act of Conui'ess of January
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7, 1832, coiicci-uiiiii- his services in the Itevolntinn we
IH'esent in full, and it is as follows :"

The annual pension here granted was .fllT.33, rated

from March 4, 1831, and was juiid till his deall^ July 31,

1834. lie was aged 82 when he died. He ^^•ait(Ml lon<i:

before he was paid. From his entering service and

receiving his tirst pension was fifty-six years and two

months. Patriots of our last war have had pensions from

their discharge. How much better onr day! In its

distribuli(»n ht^gave to his third son, Ephraim, the father

of yonr reader, one silver dollar, the only silver he ever

received from his father, and here it is.

In grateful remembrance of his ]>atriotic service and

in admiration for his noble natur<% his descendants in

1887 erected a massive granite monument on the S]>ot in

('oncord Avhere he was born, eleven miles from L<»w<dl on

the river road to Concord. The Lowell Courier of Aijril

18 contains the following :

'"Mr. Ephraim Brown, wlio resides on Chestnut

Street, has shown its a precious relic of lievolntionary

tinu's, \\hich is of s]HMial int<'rest today, on the eve of the

10th of April. It is a silver ])iece about the size of a

dollar, coined probably in some 8^onth American country,

but what country does not appear. It is somewhat
defaced by age, and is cousidci-ably worn on one side,

although the milling is distinct, and the inscriptions are

clear.

"This coin was paid to Mr. Brown's grandfather,

Jonas Brown, in 1S31, by the U. S. Government as a part

of his pension. The piece was evidently coined in 1S24.

The grandfather was Jonas Brown, w ho was born in Con-

cord, December 15, 1752. He was the tirst Concord man
wounded on the American side, himself and an Acton
man being hit by the first shot tired by the British at the

bridge. The shot hit him on the npjx^r part of the

shoulder near the lUM-k, intlictini; a considerable tl»-sh
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v.ouiid, wliicli only served to rouse bis Yjuikoe blood, and

he followed the retreating British nine miles, with the

blood streaming from his wound, and he fighting all the

way. lie used to say to his boys :
' I had hot chocolate

for my breakfast, cold lead for dinner, and tired feet for

supper. ' Jonas Brown was at the battle of Bunker Hill,

and s<'rved about two years and a half during the war.

He afterwai"ds moye<l to Temple, N. II., where he mari'ied,

raised a family and died.

"Mr. Ephraim Brown is a member of the Sons of tiie

llevolution, and will go to Somervilh^ tonight, and toninr-

i-o\v will ride over the same route taken by his IJeve-

lutionary grandfather, as nearly as possibh\ He is

naturally very proud of this ]»ension pi(M-e of his grand-

father, as he is of his ancestor's record. He has caused

to be erected at Jonas Brown's l>irth]»lace, in Concord, a

tine granite monument, costing f-tOO, the amount being

subseril)ed by the descendants, and on tlie nKuninient he

})ropos(\s soon to place an enlarged re]>rodu(tion of the

pension ]>ie(e referred to, either in granite relief or

bronze, or some other suitable form. The monunuMit

stands between two magnitic«uit elm trees, which were

planted by Jonas Bi'own at s<une date ])revious to his

leaving ( 'onc(»rd, and which must now be between 130 and
14:0 years old. and are appai-ently good for another cen-

tury. "

No man of Concord was killed that day, and Jonas
Brown was The only Concord man that was wcumded.

Contribution X(». 20 of this Association, wwd May,
iHll, contains oilun' matter of interest relative to Jonas
Brown, to which reference may be had by incpiirers.

Thus 1 have named six men of this Br(»\vn family

who did good, prominent wcu'k in Conconl that day,

Reuben, David, Jacob, Zachariah, Abishai and Jonas, and
it is probable there were several otln^'s who do not ai)i)ear
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in the accounts, for the lists of the military companies

have been lost.

(leorj^e Tolman of ('oncord, jj^enealouif^t and liis-

toi-ian, told me that in 177.") the descendants of the first

Thomas Brown exceeded in nnmbers any other family in

town.
David Brown's sistei* Mary, Jonas' aunt, was the wife

of Jonathan Bnttrick, and his sister Sarali Avas the wife

of Joseph l^nttrick, l)oth of whom were ]>rominent men
in Concord, and did i^ood st^rvice that day, heinj:; kin to

John Bnttrick, who gave that thrillim; order " ta tire,"

and that shot has been reverberatini;' aronnd the world

and is rollinii' on and on, for human freedom, nnlil tim<^

shall be no more.
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Deccitihcr IS. ]Sn4.

AMk'U I was invited, ill tlic spriiiu, 1(» i>r('i);ii(^ ;i ]»ai»er

ii|MHi onr locii u(M>l(»j;y for tlie Old Ivf^sidciils' ^Vssociu-

ti(»ii, il seemed a ]>leasaiit suggest i<»ii, for siiiiiiiier was

at hand and I wanted very iniicli to study tlie rocks

within tlie i»rerincts oi Lowell. 15ut siiduiess at home

prevented the geological excnrsi(»ns. TIkm-c was no

time for walks, an<i I shall only he ahle to-night t(t s]>eak

of the little T liav<' seen in a general way.

The tirst djiiestion we might naturally ask is, where-

aliouts in the long ages of time into which historical

geology has been divided do the rock foundations of our

city take their place? This (|iiestion has not been

settled. Pi'ofessor Crosby (d' the I'oston Technology

rejilied to it, "As to the age of the Lowell rocks, I think

tlie less we lun'e of positi\-e statements the better. 'I'liey

are evidently ohi. The slaters are xcry likidy ('ambrian,

and the granite younger, since it <uts the slate, but tlu-n

again the entire series may be simjily Archaean."

Professor Emerson of Amherst College, ^^•ho has been

engaged in tln^ state survey, and has prejiared a sei-ies of

to])Ographical iiia]>s, aiisAA'<'red :
"

I am quite sure that

the mica .schists and slates in yoiii- region are Silurian,

and the granite as it cuts thi'ongh is newer, ]»robably as

late as carboniferous in time of einiption.
"

Tn the geological nia]> of tin* Ignited States comjdied

by Professor Hitchcock of Dartmonth College foi- the

American Institute of Miinng lMigine(M-s, llu^ Ix'st t»f its

size, and which we use in our classes of teachers, Eastern

Massaflmsetts foi' the most part is ]»laced in the

Archaean time, or what was once calltMl the Azoic age.
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Geolo«Ty is in a stato of transition, and scientists aro very
oarefnl abont nialviu^- positive statements. Bnt our
rocks iiave not been studied as tliey will be during the
progress of the state survey. So far the earliest investi-

gations claim that there are only two places in Massachu-
setts strictly Archaean, one is in the neigliboi-hood of
Palmer — a large area.

I am sure of your sym])athy here tonight in noting
tlic cliange of terms that mo<lei'n ge(dogy has brought to

])ass. Of conrso it is inevitable, and found everywhere
;

a sclent ihc work ten yeai's old may become obsolete.

Pi'osident Hitchcock of Amherst, one of tlic pionei'rs in

g(Mdogy, declared to liis son Charles one day that certain

views whicli ho was enforcing in regard to tlie struclure

of the oartli, wonld never bo contradicted, and he ]»re-

pared f<u' liini a list of these statements to which he

might refer, "and every one of these," said the younger
pi'ofossor befoi-e a class at Mt. TTolyoke College, "has now
been ov<'rt]irown. " Take the (dd idea of the fluidity of

the interior of tlie earth — today we read : " In th<»

present state of science we are jnstihed in thinking of

the earth as ])ossibly a ball of ii-on some 7000 miles in

diameter." Take Ouvier's classitication an<l one of his

sub-kingdoms of the animal worhl — the Rndiata — what
a com]>i'eh(Misive term it served for us, and how easy to

sli]) cerlain ty]>es into it. Ki(dogy has passed it over.

Syenite, as a])]died to liornblendic granite, has gone

by. Mica slatc' is now metamorphic slate. But let

us be cheerful aV)out it, for we like to keep ste]) with

the multitude; only now and then, as we quote from

Dana's geology, it brings a i)ang to l»e told tiiat "it

is of no use to linger ov(U' tliat old-fashioned text

book any longei-." We are glad that his mineralogy

still holds the highesi rank. Tn an old North
American Jonrnal of Science and Arts there is an article

by Professoi- Sillii;ian entitled " (leological Facts. " This
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was writteu sixty years ay,o, in ls:i4, and it is worth

^lauciug for a iiioiiieiit at tlie aspect of our city at that

time, lie states that Lowell is a tioinishiui; manufact-

nriiig town, situated upon the Merrimack River, twenty-

four miles north of Boston. Althongh it has grown up
within twelve or thirteen years, it contains as many
thousand inhabitants, and is constantly increasing'. He
speaks of the large number of intelligent and liberaj

minded mechanics and other citizens who have united

their efforts to sustain a high intellectual, moral and

religious standard, and that a vigilant and efficient

magistracy watch ovei* the (|uiet and security of the citi-

zens. *' A large hall," lie adds, "is now in the course of

being erected by the associated mechanics of Lowell, who
intend there to furnish ample acciuiimodations for public

lectures, for a public librai-y, and for colle<lious in natural

history." He attirms that Massachusetts affords great

encouragement to hope that manufactures may be

sustained consistently with i>ure moi-als and enlightened

intelligence.

The remarkably interesting geological features of

which he writes aic our dikes of granite and of tra]). I*>ut

the high ]>l;ic<'s v^llich he saw ha\'e been hn'eled ; streets

haA'e been cut llirough the ledges ;nid only one spot

remains thai I can clearly i<leiitit'v. lie s:i\s that the

great railroad frt»i!i Boston, just before its lei-uiination,

passes through the S(did rocl<s in a cut which is a quarter

of a mile in length, ;ind in some parts a]»p(';ii-s to be forty

feet dee]).

On tiu^ east side of whiit wus known as the French

Mansion, we can look down through tlu^ fcucc at this

embankment. It is comp(.sed of mica schist, aud bears

traces of a force that has turned and twisted the strata

out of their original position. I do not tiud the green-

stone and basalt of which he speaks.

Three belts of rock formation pass through.
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Lowell. They are miea scliist, mica slate aud gneiss.

These were at first laid down liorizoiitally, aud have

been nplifted by some internal forces to their present

position. The C(^ntral portion is miea slate. The di]> is

northerly, and the strike runs easterly and westerly. ( )u

the southern side extends the coarse mica schist. On
the north we hud micaceous <»neiss. These belts vary in

widlli, Imt extend in a soittliwestcrly course toward

AN'orcester.

Of cours(% in the neiij,hborhood of our Northern

depot, we hud the rocks are mostly of mica schist. We
can trace this formation through \\'estford Street, wliere

it is still e.\;]»osed. Workmen strike it in this ]tart of

the city when diiii;in^' for sewers. It is coarsely ci*ys-

talline and so full of iron, as shown in its colorini;', that

IM'ofessor l>urbank, formerly of Lowell, used to say it

wonld ]>ay 1o work it u]», if that metal could not be

obtained else\\here. ^lica schist is, next to ,<2;neiss, the

most abundant rock in New L]n,i;land. In this locality

we find il is expose*! in various hu<^s, from a deep red,

throuii'h a darkish j^Teen np to the silvery gray of

Muscovite.

On the west side of the Armory, two years ago, a hno
o])]>orl uinty was afforded f(U' seeing in what way the

int<'rnal heat and ])ressui-e had contort(^<l the strata.

Hei'e also ^^•e lind neai'ly pure hoi'ublende, and masses of

diorite, a name now iii\('n to layers of orthoclase and
hoi'nblende. To me this locality has be(Ui most perplex-

ing, and il was the first spot last summer that I wished
Professoi' IJarlon of tlu^ li(*ston Institute of Teclinology

to visit, to se<' if Ih' could liml any of tlie so-called tra]).

Tint he could not. The (pH'sii(ui is an interesting one to

be decided. Is this diorile a strat^itied vtn-k, or is it

eruptive, with a How sti'ucture?

I'assing up Ohelmsford Street, you ;\vo confronted

with allot liei- wall of mica s(diist. Mr. Rowers, our City
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Eugineer, told me tliaj. lie IishI tried in vain t»> ntilize Ihis

substance but lie believed it was jLiotnl for notliinii-. The
workmen call it ''rotten stone." Once liavini; examined
this schist, von wonhl recognize it again in any part of

the globe.

If yon climb n]) that liiil, yon notice n]»on the top a

line of ro(l<s---in its natnr" a coarse granite. This was
evidently a dike that crystallized at a great dei)tli, and
nnder high ]»ressnre ; i»erha|ts tin* same foi'ce that made
the tissnre, also forced n]» the nndted matter. The mica

schist that enclosed it has Ix^en worn away by erosion.

On the other side we come to l^ellevne Street, where onr

teachers ha\'e fonnd excelh'nl s]>ecimens of felds])ar for

stndy. llei'e, some one tells yon that a hill has l^een

r(Mnoved, and we tind an (^x])osni'e of coarse granite, con-

taining a ]»rofnsion of ciiimimon garnets. (Jeologists

aflirm that the whole of New l*]nglan<l is slowly rising,

so there may be some com[>ensation for all of this hn'el-

ling process. Passing n]> I^^letcher Street, \\r soon come
to an ontcropj)ing of mica slate, which continnes in a

straight line across the river and forms the beil of the

Merrimack. Everybody in Lowell is familiar with this

rock. In the (^ai'ly days of onr city it mnst ha\e be;'n

nsefnl in the erection of bnildings ; St. Ann<''s (Mmrcli

may be called on(^ of its nionnmcMits.

We all remembei' the high ledge thai passed thvisngh

Fletcher Street, near the residence of Dr. Snlli\an Ward,
and which we nse<l to call the I'ass of Thermopylae.
The eastern ]>orti<»n has been hewn away. On the Avest

side the cliff risi^s sonn^ Miirty feet, and is neaily ]Mn'pen-

dicnlar. Here is enclosed onr tirst gennine dike, or we
might call it a donl>le dike of tra]> r(M-k if we nse the

good old-fasliiom'd gem^ric term. How v/ell si>me of ns

renn^mlxM- one a.ft(-rm)on >\lien Dr. Street led a class n])

to this ]>lace, and ]>lacing his hand n])i»n the dike said :

^' Here is vonr trne tire rock." It cnts across the mica
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slate, passes niider the street, and re-appears farther

down on the opposite side. Here are also pockets of tliis

trap, showing that tlie melted substance tilled up and

neatly cemented all the apertures, Perluii)S in Trof.

Silliman's day he could follow this ledge and trace the

dikes all the way through. These upheavals were not

made (|uickly, but ])r(>bably required ages for their work.

So slowly it may have been accomplished, that we, during

our short lives, would never have been aware of what

was going on, only rested as we do now, <»n the stability

of the earth.

East of the Connecticut valley there is only one area

of mica slate. Tt is irregular in outline, seems to enter

the state on the northeast, in Amesbur\^ and Haverhill,

with a, breadth of seven or eight miles. In Lowell we
trace it across the Merrimack, which it soon leaves, and,

varying from one to two miles in breadth, passes south-

westerly through Westford.

An interesting belt of granite is said to extend from

Worcester to Dracut. The question of the origin of

granite has long been under discussion, l-'ormerly it

was consi<lered a metamorphic rock akin to gneiss, and
that the planes of stratification had been obliterated by
internal heat. Now the structure is supposed to in<li-

cate that the whole substance took its position at once

and by a single process. It is thorefore an eruptive

rock, and called plutonic, a name now given to express

the idea of the great depth and pressure under which

such masses were formed. The oidy granite we notice

about Lowell is the coarse crystalline variety. Granitic

outbursts must have been of great nuignitude all along

the coast of New England. The immense quarries at

Rock])ort, indeed the whole of Cape Ann is of this

nature. So granite may be looked upon as a late visitor,

when compared with its neighbors. Tt must have come

from some molicu mass (]iM']) in the earth, and have
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overcome the resistance of ages. (Juc of these irrcjiiilar

(likes that (leti<'s the cnisl above it, is twelve inih's loiii;

aud seven wide. Think of snch a liny,e mass on its way
up from tlie tiery depths, sh>\\'ly settlinji: into position,

and oTOwino- cold and rigid at last.

Towards the northeast end of our granite belt,

noticeable perhaps at Aver, tlie granite passes into

gneiss. This is tlu* most abundant rock in Massa-

'husetts, forming, it is said, nearly onedialf of our

state. We tind it in all gi'a(h's of condition. Sometimes

the bedding is obscure, and it is difficult anyway to Hud
the line where it merges into granite. The gneiss in tliis

region is always micaci^ous, and ]>asses into mica slate.

About half a mile from the end of the Pa wt ticket car

route Ave reach the so-called granite (piarry. It is

evidently abandoned, although it must have <loue good

service in days gone by. Its decayed appearance, due 1o

the decomposing feldsi)ar, suggests the thought of some
old house that has been deserted. We have found it an

interesting s])ot for a class in geology to visit. It con-

sists of gneiss, and the lines of stratification are clearly

shown. There are veins of granular quartz, and the

largest dike within walking distance cuts through the

gneiss. Professor Burbank gave to this trap the name
of LoAvellite, claiming that it differed in its constitution

from the oi'dinary diorite and diabase, and deservt^l a

distinction. 1 do not find this claim recognized else-

where, but <^ur (dasses have enjoy«^d preserving the

legend, and we have named our s]>ecimens in his honor.

The chlorite which ap]»ears in a snundh, shining surface,

where the trap unites with the gneiss, gives the appear-

ance of slickensides, but this is ])robably due only to the

expansion of a hydrate mineral.

What relation does this dike sustain to the <ine

which we find at tlu^ edge of T\u<i-sborougli, crossing the
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r(»;i(1, fi'oiii till' north, lu^ar the foot of a h)iig hill, lea<liug

out from Draout ?

On the banks of the Merrimack just above the

canal walk at Pawtucket Falls, the Lowellite re-ap})ear8

in a porphyritic state---niottled Avitli crystals of feldspar.

The nickel mine in Dracnt, on the Lawrence road, about

three miles from Lowell, has been fre(inently visited by

geolo|2;ists, and is, i)erha])s to them, the most noted spot

in this region. The ore is pyroliotite, enclosed in a

section of trap. This is a wild, beautiful place, and if

the road could be repaired it would make a most attract-

ive driveway.

Everybody has lunird about the successive failures

in this mine. The ore is often valuabh\ ct>nlaining tliree

to five per cent, of nickel. I?vrite is generally dis-

tributed among rocks of all ages, and it fre<|uently occurs

in our gneiss and mica schist, ^^onje Avorkmen, in

digging for a sewer in Lowell, a few mouths ago, struck

a mass of metal and brought a fragment 1o Mr. A. K,

Whitcomb, onr school su])erintendent. It has ])r(»ved

to be arseno])yrite -- a pyrite containing arsenic. This

ore is worked foi- its arseinc, and scmietimes for its gold,

so it might be well to look out for a buri(^(l treasure.

Sti-ay minerals aic noticed liere and there. An ont-cro])-

j»ing of gneiss can be sim'U on Broadway, ()p])osite the

Locks and fanals. in that field, when the canal was
de<'j)ene(l and tlie stones thrown u]>, our classes found

both limestone^ and chlorite. The limestone may have
been deposited in pockets and not in regular layers.

Mr. (Mieuey, superintendent of the Locks and Canals

('onipany, has i-ecenlly distovere^l particles of gra])hite

near one of the canals. IJi-ds of gra])hite are mostly

found in very ancient formati<»ns and are probably relics

of the first sea-weeds that floated to the ])rimitive shore,

but small bits of this mim^i-al, that used to be known as

j>lumbago or bhic k h'ad, are fre<piently distributed

during later jx'i-iods.
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But, after all, the most iiiteivstiiig points of Lowell

and its adjoiirino- disti'icts, aie connected witli the {glacial

period. W'e used to hear that Lowell was once a. lake.

Certainly litis can he said of a hu\i;-e part of Tewksbui-y,

for all the features of a lak<- formation can be clearly

traced. A sheet of ice such as m»^^' holds sway in (Ireen-

land, only twice as larii-e, mo\(Ml down and t(»ok ]»os-

session of our land. It came from the frozen north ;

it wore away our ledges, and deepened oui' \alleys; ir

bronoht down boulders, both i^reat and small, to cover

onrlields; il l)lo(d-:e<l u]) I he old channel of the Merrimack

at Tyn<^slM»i-ou,uh, so that a sheet of ice acted like a dam,

and the rivei* was foi-ced to turn aside, and cut its way

t.hronjih the solid rock, <lo\vu to its present bed. Pro-

fessor Shaler, of Cambi-idp', thinks the line of the old

Middlesex Canal was about the same as that the river

took when it emptied into the ocean at IJoston, instead of

Newburyport. We can imagine the glacier creejjing

slowly onward to the sea, and that hu,i;e iceber;Lis floated

southward alonj;- oui- coast.

In Gloucester, an area called the 1 )orr Town
Commons marks a terminal marine. llundi'e<ls of

boulders cover the "ground, and sti'(M(di on ami on as far

as the eye can see. This nu>vin<;' ice sIkk^I i)assed on its

way slowly, but not jjently. It tore, and rasi)ed, and

scarred, and left its traces wherever there was a surface

broad and smooth enon<;ii for it to score. How far this

mountain of ice rose above us, who can tell ? Perhaps

6000 feet. By and by the world's sprinji; time came

again ; the ice melted away ; the rushing streams

from the foot of the glaciers brought down quantities of

sand and gravel, raising long and winding ridges, which

are called eskers, or collected together masses for glacial

hills. To these the Irish name of Drumlins has been

given. Not unfrequently depressions were left to be

occupied by ponds. A line of eskers extend through the
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town of Andover. A part of the same uet-work crosses
the Audover road, about a mile belo^^• the Lowell line,

follows iu a southwesterly course from the river, disap-

pears at LoDg Meadow and emer<>es again opposite the
farm-house owned by Mr. Jason Fuller, and probably
goes on to Acton. A tine opportunity is offered for a
study of this ridge, as the farmers have either left it

untouched, or kindly built their walls upon the top. In

order to straighten the town road a cut was made
through the esker a few years ago near the school-house.

A ledge of quartz is exposed, showing a smooth and
rounded surface, and also fine lines or striae.

In some places the modified drift is clearly seen.

That these ridges wer(^ uiade by the action of water i«

plain, but how, is a ([uestion still unsolved. Ilaggett's

Pond, like that of AVahlen in Concord and also at

Willow Dale, undoubtedly marks a depression wlnn-e a

glacier or mass of ice lingered. Afterwards it melted

away, and the pon<l was left for a record of its

abiding place. Drumlins are not rocks like ordinary

hills, but are just vast heaps of unstratified material,

containing boulders and gravel. How they came to

be piled into heaps is a problem. The structure is so

hard that engineers have said t^hat it was as easy

to cut Ihrougli Sidid rock as through some of these.

There are 1500 of these drumlins in Massachusetts.

They are numerous in the vicinity of Boston, and many
of these well known hills, like Beacon, Cox, Bunker and

others, belong to this order. We have two iu Lowell,

Fort Hill and Belvidere Hill. These are well known and

were examined by Professor Barton last summer. The

trend of these hills is from northwest to southeast. This

is always a marked feature, viz: a long, gradual slope on

the east side. The outline is oval, and the surface smooth

and round. The glacier left at our very doors traces of

its footsteps. In the rear of the Highland Church is a
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k'(li;e deeply furrowed. A bouldei- uu Fort ilill i*;u-k

bears tlie well-known grooves.

A fra<j;iueut of the roek which interested Dr. Street

.so much and which Ai^assiz pronounced the best specimen
of i;lacial furrows in New En<;land, is still to be seen in its

old place, on the bank of the Merrimack, but more than

half of it has been taken a\\ay.

On th(^ cross road leading- from Nortli Tewksbury to

the centre of the town we find another water-worn ledge.

Often tlie ridges in our rocks that are mistaken for gla-

cial striae are simply due to weathering. They are only

lines of (juartz that have been left by the erosion of the

feldspar. In the bed of the Merrimack River, wliere it can

be crossed near the Pawtucket Falls, in the summer time,

are fine sinH-imens of such work. Sometimes the ridges

cover the entire boulder, crossing and re-crossing like a

netting of lace. This giv(^s a peculiarly hoary appearance

and suggests Egyptian anti<|uities. In the yards of the

Locks and ( 'anals Co. is a monument of erosion well pre-

served. There is a high cliff at the end of Varnum
Avenue, wliere the gravel has been removed for use in the

Boulevar<l and tlu^ boulders left behind. They are worth

stopping to see Avhat a generous su]»ply a small neighboi--

hood can furnish, and als(» for their variety and ])olisl)ed

surfaces.

We must not omit a mention of the rocks on the farm

belonging to Mr. Jason Fuller, on Clark Street, in Tewks-

bury. Eveiwbody in Lowell who keeps an interest in

geology has noticed them in passing. This tract of land

was covered with boulders, and their pathway from the

North could easily be traced. They consist mainly of

coarse gneiss, passing into mica schist.

In clearing up the fields Mr. Fuller had many (»f these

boulders broken u]> and built into walls. The wa-vy

structure is so marked that :iu anticline and svncline can

be readilv traced, and the formation of a wh(»le range of
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iiiountaiiis stiidiiMl in a small conijtass. Some of the lar^e

blocks are worthy of a iiiuscimi,

II is now ('lainicd that although lednes were scrajied,

valleys deepeni^d, and hills lowered, onr great erosions

are not due to j^lacial action. Massachusetts, for

instance, risers Licntly from the ocean to the Berkshire

hills. An area of level niiland is so noticeably a feature

of inner Ncvv- l']njj,land, that it has received a newly-coined

word, " }»ene ])lain." A long cycle of denudation took

])lace before the uiacial j>eriod cam(% and the land of our

own state \\as reduced from a former lieiuht, so that only

hills remain where once were ancient mountains. The
great dynamical forces of the earth are never still.

Have we jiny fossils in this region? None have yet

been found, l^oth Trofesscu* Burbank and Professor

Perry of Cambridge claimed the discoAery of the Cozoon

Canadense in the serjtentinic limestones of Chelmsford.

There is still doubt as to the animal origin of this sub-

stance, ^lany years ago Professoi' Hitchcock of Dart-

mouth College " imagined," ho says, " that he found traces

of carboniferous fossils in our slates," and the same has

been thought of those at ^^'orcester. Professor Barton of

Boston claims that there is no I'eason why signs of ancient

life should not be found lu're. But they recpiire the keen

<wes of the fossil hunter. In th(^ ro(d<s of the I>oston

basin only otie locality has afiorded any. This is in Brain-

tree, iu a slate <|uarry on tlu' south shore of llayward's

Creek. It coutaius a species of Irilobile kno^^n as tlie

Paradoxides llai-hiui. I'his animal was thi'ee-lobed iu

structure, I'emarkable for its wondei'ful eyes, which

disclose the secrcM of sunlight during that early jx'rnul.

But the moment we touch the life of the Silurian agi^ a

new \^orld of iulei'est o]»(Mis, foi- the sea is full, and oidy

a lost iuter\al of lime can account for sucli uuml»ei's and

variety.

<)ur local geology lias its own value. There ar(^ not
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striking features lo draw studeuts from other fields, but

wise secrets may be iiid(b^n away in unattractive places.

Our rocks wer<' ]n'ol)ably thousands of feet higher than at

present. \\<' ai-e living far beh)w what was once the

surface. One can <'njoy the sensation of an exi)lorer in

finding out how and why such a state of things came to be.

The deal- ohl dame Nature, who told Agassiz such

womlerful stories, hohls in reserve many a simjde tale for

those who will only listen. The interest of out-door life

is enhanced a thousand times, when the language of rocks

and trees and tlowei-s has own' been interj)rf'ted to us.



7T'. BfJ'orr the Power-lj)oin. The Earliest (\>tt<>ii and

Wollen [fidustries at East Chelmsford and Viclnitij,

and their Promoters ; ht/ Z. E. Stone. Head before

the Old Residents' Historieal Association Dee. IS,

JS94.

If is known to those familiar with the early history of

this rejrion that largely throuiih the intervention of John
Eliot, the far-famed aj>ostle of the Pawtncket Indians, a

tract of land was reserved for tlieir exclusive ownership

and use when the town of Chelmsford was settled and its

boundaries detined. This reservation was marked by a

ditch or trencli, beginning on the Merrimack Kiver at a

point which many years later became known as Middlesex

Village, extending thence in a southerly direction to the

Concord River, south of the Lawrence Street bridge,

thence through land now of the Lowell Cemetery and on

the right of Fort Ilill Park to the Merrimack Kiver, below

Hunt's Falls, The course of this trench for much of the

distance was easily traccMl long after Lowell became a

large city, but it is doubtful if any part of it can be iden-

tified at the present time. The territory and streams

enclosed (bounded on the north by the ^Merrimack) gave

the Indians sufficient land for cultivation and the most

desirable advantages for fishing that could have been

selected on the two rivers. Within the boundaries of this

reservation, after more than one hundred years had
elapsed, were begun the earliest manufactories of woollen

and cotton fabrics in the north(\astern part of Massachu-
setts, and the territoiw thus set apart constitutes nearly

all that is embraced in the limits of Lowell at the present

time, excepting those portions lying on the opposite sides

of the Merrimacdc and Concord rivers.
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Chelmsford A\as settled in lOoo—t.hli*ty-three years

after the rilgrims settled l*]ymoiitli. It is to be pre-

sumed that carding, spinning and Avcaving Avere among
the regular legitimate employments of the women, at cer-

tain seasons of the year, in nearly all families of the tirst

settlers, as was the case in the other settlements in New
England. Tliese accomplishments are still practisrd to

some extent in tlie Province of New Hrnnswick, within a

day's ride east of us. It is a matter of record t!iat three

y«^ars after the incori)oratiou of tlit^ town (KJ.'d) at a

})ublic meeting "William How was admitted an inhab-

itant and granted twelve acres of meadow and eighteen of

upland, provided he set up liis tra<le of w(\'niug and
j)erf()rm tlic town's Avork." As thei'e wei-(^ no ])au])ers

or i»eoi>le i"e(]uiriug ])ublic assistance in the town for

about one hundi'ed years after its settlement, tlu^ con-

ditions on wliich Ml*, llow was admitted an iuliabitaut

must have been that he should do the weaving for such

as had no looms or 1 (referred to hire the work done to

doing it themselves. The town authcu'ities had a custom

of im])osiug on settlers certain conditions, as in the ens:^

of the weaver, and also of Daniel Waldo, who had ** leave

to set up a grist-mill at the month of Stoney Brook,"

provided that he " grind the c(»rn and malt of th(^ inhab-

itants of (Miehnsford, except on the fourth day of eacli

week, vrhich was appropriated to the use of Dunstable.''

lie was also recpiii'ed "to grind the town's corn and m.iU

for half-toll, except a small quantity, as a bushel (sr

tile like, and accoi-ding to turn as much as may b(\"

Samuel Adams was granted four hundred and fifty acr<'S

of land in consideration of setting u]> a saw-u)ill, " ]>ro-

vided lie supply the town with boards at three shillings

per hundred or saA\' one log for the ])roviding and

bringing of another," etc.

There may have been a fulling or clotliier's mill in

the town earlier than 1'Hil. b)it if so we have failed to
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discover the fact. It is probable that the woiueii had
processes by wliich thev converted the avoo] into ch)tli

without subjecting it to tlie manipulations of a fulling-

mill pro])er. In the year above named (1(>91) Lieut. John
Barret ercM-ted a clothier's mill on Mill Brook, which

drains Ib^irl Pond. The stream was later known as

River Meadow Brook and still later as Hale's Brook. It

ends in the Concord Biver, near the American Bolt

Company's ])lant. Heart Pond takes its name from its

peculiai' forjn. It has long been more generally known
as Ba]>tist Bond. It is in the south part of the town,

on the I'ighl hand side, going south, of the Lowell and

Framiugliam Kailroad. We know nothing of the fate of

Lieut. Barret's enterprise. B.oth Mr. How and Lieut.

Barret seem not to have been conspicuous tigures in the

town's history in later years.

It must not be understood that all the people were

entirely dependent on the s]>inuing-wheels and looms of

their respective towns for the wherewithal Avith which to

clothe themselves. The spinning of woollen and cotton

fabrics was an industry, on a small scale, in certain local-

ities. For instance, previous to 1()38 weaving and spin-

ning was begun by a few families who came from

Yorkshire and settled the town of Bowley, Essex County

(not a long distance from ('helmsford), fourteen years

earlier than was settled the mother-town of Lowell.

From the tirst couiiug of the IMlgi-iuis, spinning and

weaving was one of the houseliold duties of women gener-

ally; and in some families the jtroduction was larger than

the consum]»t ion, while in others the demand was greater

than the su])ply; and this o])ened the way for traffic

between neighbors and towns. It would not be a difficult

matter, we coTijecture, to timl now in some of the old

farm-housos in any one of the New England states the

flax spinniug-whoei or little foot-wheel, the large wheel

on which the wool rolls were spun, and the ponderous
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wooden frame of tlie loom, sam])los of tliosc in jioneral

nso and on wliicli our vijiorous foivmotliors wrouii'lit the

fabrics which went toward chdhinii- tliemselves, tlieii"

husbands nnd tlieir sons and daiiiihters. In numerons

instances the "litlh» wheel" has followed from the same

rooftree in the conntry the tall, ohl-fashioned clock, into

eleijant city homes, where, bedecked witli a bit of yellow

or blue ribbon, it stands a mute reminder of the tim<^s

when all toiled and none w(M*e accounted wealthy, as

wealth is held today.

^^'e have made no attem])f to ;Li:ive in chronological

order the ventures in manufacturinfi;. Progress in this

direction was slow, and spinninji; and weaving were

household employments in the homes of vei'y many New
England families until witiiin couii»ai'atively a recent

date. In 1787 there was a small begiuuiug in coltou

manufacturing in Beverly, and the ma(liint'i'y eui])loyed

was driven by hol*se-po^^er, as are the thi-eshing-uiacliiues

in New England at the present linu^; but, notwithstand-

ing this enterpi'ise received souic ;iid froui the state, it

did not suc<-eed, the nmnufad urors liciiig unable to

compete with foreign-made goods, in <M(h (»f the states

tliere was about the same interest manifested in manu-

facturing as in Massaciiusetts, wh(n-(^ in all the larger

towns something was att<^ni]>lod from year to year. In

ISll at Dorchest*']', Taunton, IJridgewater, W'altham and

other places, W(M'e carding and fulling mills, dye works,

etc.; but s]>inuiug and ^^ea\ing were yet done in the

homes of th<^ peo)»le.

S(tme time about 1775 Ezekiel Hale of West Newbury
came to Draciil and (mgaged in business on Beav<'r

Brook, uiMui (U- near the site of the present Merrimack

A\'oollen Mill. This l)rook di-;iins Coi-betfs Pond, in

Windham, N. II., and discharges int(» the Merrimacdc

Kiver at about tlie middle of the great bend, where that

stream sweeps out and (dianges to an almost southerly
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course. His Itiisiucss was fulliug, dyeiiis; aiul drc^ssiiii;-

the lioiiiespuii cloth luaih' in the farmers' families. Tiie

women carded tlieir wool iuto rolls, spun the rolls into

yarn and wove the yarn into cloth. A grandson of Mr.

Hale (Bernice S. Hale, long a w<41-known resident of

Lowell) describing the process of completing the cloth,

said that for men's wear it was " fulled " or thickened

by a method of shrinking it. Next it was nap] ted witii

teasels (a vegetable gro^^'1h now but little known to the

general public), then colorcMl, sheared and jiressed; for

Avomen's use it was but slightly napped and only coloi-ed

and pressed. The outside garments of nearly all the men
and Avomen of the country towns were made of materia]

manufactured as we have descrilxMl. Theri^ were also at

this location a grist-mill and a S4iw-mill, consequently it

was the centre of (piite a larg(^ business for those times.

In 1789 Mr. Hale S(dd to his sons, Ezekiel and Moses,

a large ])ortion of this mill property. Sales of land in

ilie neighborhood were also made by him in 1T!>.'> and

1794—.T(^ptha Coburn and Isaac Bradley being purchasers.

After the death of Mr. Hale, about 1798, the remainder

of his estate soon went iuto other han<ls. Moses Hale

(as mentioned later on) began similar enterprises at East
Chelmsford. The Dracut ])roperty may have been owned
and operated by several parties after the decease of the

s«Mdor Hale ami ])revious to 1814, but if so, we have failed

to ascertain their naiut^s. January ir>rli of that year

Emerson Briggs sold his int(u-est in it to Aaron Hardy.

April l.'>fli, tollowing, it ])assed into the hands of the

Staidey brothers of Attleborough—Arteuuis, Jabez,

Woodward and Sewell. They rebuilt and enlarged the

principal mill ami otherwise imi)roved the plac(\ The
Stanleys, with occasionally co-partners of otlier names--
John 1). ('la]>]>, ^lessrs. T.radley ami Hamblet, and still

another S(anley---Syh an, I lie son of ArtrMuas—held and
operated the property until about 1S2S. when it was
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fiirnod over to John Sweat!, a lioston inercliaut, wlio

had loaned money (o his ])re(h'cessors. Il<' leased it to

four r]n<;lishn)en, viz: ( liarles Stot I, .lames i-'it Ion, .Tose]»h

iJai'net and Samnel WliKakor --- all pradiral maniifad-

urers. They made tlannol i^cmxIs, on hand-looms. I'owcr-

looms had no( at this limo hcon hi-oni;ht into general use.

About iS.'il (»i' ".V2, tlio linn failed and lest e\-ei-vt liini;',

thronii'li the mismaiiaucmeiit of I lie selling- anent in Hos-

lon. The commission heiise of Wai-i-eii, Uen-y ^: I'ark,

of IJostiUi, furnished Mr. Slott aii<l others moiu'v to l>ejj,in

a!L;"ain, under Hie lirm name of St(»tt, l-'itten <<: darnel,

Ml', ^\'hitaker ha\inii' withdrawn. The lU'W (inn was
successful, and when their lease ex

|
tired I hey each real-

i/,(Ml hamlsonndy from the profits. They hesitated abont

takiui;- another lease until too lale to renew it.

t'apt. Arlemas ^'ounii and his brolhei- Darius su<'-

<'<>e(led Mr. Slott and ethers and o])erated the mill foi* a

slioi't time. ('apt. ^'ouni^, about lS,'{r», buill a small mill

at Massic Falls, on the Concord liiver, site of (he propeiMy

<»f the heirs of !.*. (). IJichmond, ^\here he manufactured

tlanmd iioods. lie was thus en^a.u^'d in ls:>.~)-';{(». A
slioi't distance aboN'e Ihe mill, en an island in the rixcr,

was a reed mannfact(»ry, i-eadied by a foot -bridii'e from

Ihe western shore. IJetween this ishiml and the shore

was the canal whi<h furinshed (he Voun^s water-power.

Om' Sumlay, in (he winter of iNlUi-^tl, Ihe buildini;- on the

island took hre and was consnnu'd. h'ii-cMUiMi and specta-

tors assembled en (he ic<' in (he canal, which pro\ed to

l)e insecure, and, breakinn, tiremen, (he (ire-engine ami
s|»e<'(a(ors were submeriiod in (he ice-cold wa(er. ('a|d.

Voun^- was anionu (he uiducky ones on (he ice a( the

(ime. I'^rom his involuntary ba(h he is said (o have taken

a \iolen( cold, which imluced a disease (ha( r(\sul(ed in

his demise, .Vpril-o, 1S;{7, a( (he a,i;(' of (if(y-1wo years.

He was a na(i\(' of \\'orces(er, bu( came (o Lowell from

Hoston abou( (he (inu' IOas( ( ludmsfoi'd became (he town



02 Ol>L) RK.^IDKNT.S" IIlSrOKlCAL As^SOCIA 1 JUN.

of J.dwcll, wiiicli was in 1S2(». lie \\;is a iiteiulicr of ihe

Board of Selectmen of tlie new town from 1S2S to IS31,

inclusive. He was at one tinn^ a larji,e owner of rt^al

estate Iviug betwe<Mi Central and (lorliam Streets, bi^gin-

ninj;- at what was lono' known as Tower's Corner. He
A\as also foi- some time in the groc(M-y l»iisiu«^ss at the

corner of Centi-al and (Minr(li Stri'ets, and was a man
well kno\\n to tlie i»nblic during all his life in Lowell.

Tw(> sons, ("liarh's 11. and Art(Mnas S. Yoiin^, an^ naiives

of Lowell and ha\(^ always r<-sided here.

About 1S38 the Chelmsford Manufactnriui;' Com}>auy

was fornu'd, which absoi-bed tln^ mill at the Navv Yard
and the Witnev blanket mill in Belvidere. (The Witntw
mill was named in luuior of a successful blanket maiiu-

factoiw in Enjiland, but whether oriuinally s]iellod with

an h — Whitney — or not we are unable to say.) The
Witney mill was a stone building on Howe Street, still

standing, oi»i)osite the Belvidere ^Voollen Mill. Fine

blankets wert^ its specialty. The manufactory at A\'est

(lielmsford also became a jxti'tion of the combine, the

three concerns Ifeiisg operated under one management.
(The Eagle Mill, at West (Mielmsford, was destroyed by

tire some years ago, and the site is at present mai-ked by

the gi-ey stone walls which the tire left stan<ling.) The
princij)al stockholders of the Chelmsford ]\hinufacturing

Com])any M(^i-e .lohn and Thomas Xesmith, Royal South-

wo)-tli and Uarlin Pillsbury. Daniid Holden. now of

West Concord, X. H., was the company's general man-

agei' at the Navy Yard, with Wesley Sawyer in charge of

the weaving; both were also sto(dcholders. .Mr. Ibdden

left the concern in 1S4T, and was succeed(Ml by <lustavus

1). Wa(d;(Mifeldt. Robert Middleton, afterward a success-

ful woollen manufacturer in Utica, N. Y., where he

still resides, may have been his successor. James AYater-

house was at one time connected with the company, but

aflerwai-d located in Rhode Island. At another time
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Wesley Sawyer (already ineiitioned) was agent or super-

iiitendeut of the mill.

Prior to ISGO the nianufactiiriiig ])ro[>erty at the

Navy Yard Avas given the name (jf the Merrimack \V(»ollen

Mill, and was owned by Thomas Barrows of Dedliam,

Walter Hastings of Boston and John Nesmith of Lowell.

Joseph and Alfred Chase were, respectively, managers
till 1862, when Edward BarroAvs took charge. In 1S(>3

the property was bought b}' John Pearson of Boston.

The small mill, higher up the stream, at Collinsville,

was also bought by the same party, with the idea of

running it to keep their goods on the market, and to

store machinery and stock, while the Navy Yard mill

was being rebuilt. In 1864 a stock com]»any was formed,

with a capital of 1500,000, the ])rincii>al stockholders

being Walter Hastings, John Nesmith, John Pearson,

and Bauendahal & Co., the last named of New York
City. In October, same year, tlie new mill was burned,

but it was rebuilt and enlarged in 1865-'66. In 1873 the

company failed. The pro])ertv remain(Ml idle for three

3'ears. The upper mill was leased to Miclia(d <.'ollins,

who afterward bought it. In 1877 Solomon Bachman
of New York City leased the Meri'imack Woollen Mill

(the Navy Yard i)roperty) but bought it before his lease

expired; and, with August Fels as agent, the property

has been since in successful operation. There remains

at this time, in the vicinity, little or nothing made use

of by the Stanleys or their immediate successors.

In this connection it will not be out of place to

state that we have been informed that Ezekiel Hale's

son Ezekiel became the well-known and successful Grove-

land manufacturer, E. J. M. Hale, dccras<^(l a f('V\ years

since.

A daughter of Artemas, the eldest of the Stanley

brothers, who figured conspicuously in the early history

of manufacturing in Dracut, iiiai-ried Silas Tyler, a
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native of this viciuit}', and prominently before the public

for many years. A. S. Tyler, a member of the Old Kesi-

dents' Association and a well-known and esteemed

citizen, is an issue of that union and bears the full name
of his grandfather on his mother's side.

After the Stanleys be<;an business in Dracut the

place was known as Stanleys' Mills. It did not receive

its present name --- the Navy Yard --- until some tim<'

since 1S120, we think. About that time and later, during

the winter and sprinjjj months, large quantities of oak

shi])-timl>er were brought there from a distanc(^ of six

or eight miles around; and after the ice left the river,

and the danger from great freshets was juissed, the tim-

ber was rolled into the stream and directly was in the

Merrimack and on the way to Newbnryport, or possibly

to other ship-building ]»oints --- perhaps Boston and

Charlestown. It was a favorable location for this kind

of business. On the east side of Beaver Brook, in the

vicinity of the present bridge, was Bradley's Landing, and

on the west side Varnum's Landing --- both good ])oints

from which to get the timber afloat. At certain tiiues

tlie ground, several acres in extent, about the landings,

was thickly covered with logs of all sizes and shapc^s, and

sometimes they encroached upon the highway. Some one

saw in the appearance of the ]»la(M' the semblance of a

veritable navy .yard, and the suggestion gave it that

name, which has clung to it to the present time. There

were exciting scenes occasionally at these landings,

when the timber was rolled over the banks and into the

brook. The peculiar condition of things, which gave it

the name, having long ceased to exist, might it not be

well to re-chi'islen the ])lace, ami give it a name not so

much of a misnomer as that which it has long borne?

But this is a subject of more imi)ortance to the residents

of the idac<' than to outsiders.
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Not long after the death of Ezekiel Hale his son

Moses moved to East Chelmsford, erected a building on
River Meadow Brook (which later took his name) and
began the business already described, which had been

taught him by his father. The building w^as from fifteen

to twenty rods below the present bridge on Gorham
Street, w^hich was known at that time as " the Boston

road," wdiich spans the aforenamed stream. He very

soon required larger accommodations, and built anotlier

mill, this time above the bridge. Here, in 1801, he

introduced the first carding-machine fa crude affair, it

may be conjectured,) that was brought into tliis section

of the state, and he was then able to car<l the wool of

the farmers into rolls. The place early became known
as Hale^s Mills, and is so kno\^'n today, although the

property many years ago passed oul of the hands of 1h(tse

bearing the name of Hale. His sons, Perley and Bernice

S. Hale, carried on the business ostablislied by him, and

managed the grist and saw mills for some years after

his death; bul, eventually, it ])assed from tlieii' control.

Fire and the " noiseless foot of time " have had much to'do

with the effacement of the original buildings, but little of

which is left. The property now, wo aro told, belongs to

Mr. Josiali Butler, dealer in cotton waste.

But Mr. Hale engaged in otlu^r enteri)rises, the most

important of which was powder-making, in the year 1818,

in which he Avas the pioneer in this part of the state. The

late Oliver M. Whipple canu^ to East Chelmsford from

another town in the state to wliich he had gone from

Vermont, to enter the employ of Mr. Hale as sui)erin-

tendent of his powder-works, liaving elsewhere acquir(Ml

a practical knowledge of the process of manufacturing

powder. He, eventually, with others, succeeded to the

whole business, and was its manager as long as powder

was made here, or until about 18r>r>, when the business

was entirelv abandoned.
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WIr'ii Mr. Hale's poudci'-wctrks w(M-e (•oiii])l(4('d (to

i^o hack a liltl(^) he inviird (lov. John Brooks, wlio filled

llie cliief magistrate's chair from ISIO to 1823, to visit

lOast Chelmsford 4md iiisjKM-t his enterx>rises. That he

accejded the invitation and came is nndonbtedly trne,

luit that his cDnncil (as h'geml lias it) also came, lacks

coniirmation. The official records of the conucil for ISlS

are sih^it on the subject; the leading Boston news])apers

]iiade no mention of any such occnrr(Mic(^ — not evt^i the

governor's visit. It ]»robably was not an official affair,

(lovernor I>rooks resided in Medford. His residence was
on the most direct road from Boston to East ('helnisford,

Closes Hah', tlu^ enterprising, imblic-s])irited gentleman,

or very nearly so. Undoubtedly he ]>ersonally knew
owner and manager of a fulling-mill, a carding-uiill, a

grist-mill, a saw-mill, an<l last, and most important of all,

a set of ]>owder-mills. He also luay have been aware
of tlie fact that Mr. Hale lived in the finest house in

town, and that lie was a citizen whose acquaintance and
infijience were wortii courting. It was also a very nat-

ural thing, and withal a very pro]>er one, for Mr. Hale
to <h), to invite his excellency to visit llah^'s Mills, for

many mills he surely had; and lie (oidd entertain in a

manner worthy of one in such a high aiul important
rank — possibly in grander style than any other citizen

within the town's limits. It would be for (rovernor

Bi'ooks only a i)leasant day's outing to visit the place,

and we ]>i'esuiue h(^ came, with a few ]iei'sonal fi-ien Is

and more or less " ])om}) and circumstance." Elislia

Davis, a native of the place, Ixu-u in 1709, is said to have
stated that Iw was a nu'mbei- of a military c(uu])any

which did ('sc(U't duty on the day of the visit. There
are no records by which can be fixed the date; there is

no one living al)le to name the month in which Hie visit

was made; and still it was a famous occasion in the

liistory of the ]>lace. Of course, aftei' the ])owder-works
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liad been iiispcctt-d, tlipre was a baiKinct at the Hale

mansion; vory likely tluM-e were sju'eches by the oovernMr

and others after the re])ast had been served, and i>erliai)s

"ninsic by llio band." l^ut there was no ^'Chiel ainonij

them takin' notes" to make record of the <'vent for tho

entertainment of later i;(Miei-ations. It was an honor

then, as it is now, to Innc a visit from the governor of

Massnchnsetts. Seventy-six years later a citizen of Low-

ell is tli(^ ^oN'ernor of the ( 'ommonwoaltli and carries the

honors of his hi^h office >\'itli becoming i;i*avity in the

presence of iiis a]>]»recial i\ e neighbors and fell()\\'-

townsmen.

In ISOJI or '10 Mr. Hale made the cloth for a suit of

clothes for (Sen. dose{>li B. N'arniim, ef Draciit, who was
re])resentati\-e in Tonoress from this section froni 1705

to 1811, and Speal^er (d' the ib»iise his last iwi* terms.

Mr. Hale seh'ct(Ml sntlicient wool (d" t'le tinest (inalily

]>rocnrable, cai'ded it in his o\\ii ma<diim' and then sent it

to A\(>men in the nei^^hboi'hood noted for their skill as

s])inners and weavers. On beint; returned to him a •,( b

of cloth, it was ]>nl thi'ou,i;h the usual i»rocesses of fulUn ;,

nai)|)in<4', colorini; (blue), shearimi, and ])i*essin!Li', all in

the b(^st manner. Of this cloth a full suit of chdhinii; in

the latest style (with briiiht buttons, of course,) was
mad(^ for the (list iuLiuished Speaker of the National

Honse of l\e]»resentatives. I'ndonbtedly (Jen. \'arnnm
wore it with f(Mdin<j;s of ]deasure and pride as evidence

of th(^ skill an<1 meihaincal ability of his constitueuts.

Although the prcM-edin^- incident is not as interestino; an

illnstration of the patriotic spirit, skill and indomitable

perseverance of the mothers and dan<i,hters of our

conntry in the days of the I\ev(dntion, who, it is said,

had sheej) slieared, car<led and sj»un the wool, wove and

dyed the cloth, and made of it a suit of cdothing' --- all in

less than twenty-foni- houi*s' tim<^---that the eai2,er yonth

of the fannly mii2,h1 take u]> ai-ms with 7ieiiild)ors and
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friends against the coinmoii enemy; still it serves to show
the methods and nn^ans of (h)inij;- bnsiness in this place

at a date ahnost witliin the memory of men now livini;

here.

Abont the time Mr. Hale seems to have been at the

hei<»ht of his snceess (in 1812 and '13) he bnilt the lar^e

house whifh still crov.ns the eminence btit a short dis-

tance back of the old mill. It was an ele«i,ant location and

the house was re<i,arded for many years as the finest that

could be named for miles around. Mr. Hale occupied it

many years. Business reverses, however, after a time

compelled him to vacate it; and in 1830 it was bouiiht at

an auction sale by the late Joshua Swan, wlio was a ])rom-

inent man in the jtublic affairs of the town and city

of Lowell for a number of years. Directly aftx^r it was
purcdiased Mr. Swan rented onedialf to the late Josiah B.

French, who remained a tenant about two years. The old

house still stands, but tlu^ olory of its early years has

departed, never to return. Yes, it has chanu'ed, but not

more than have its surroundini;s. It survives all who
lived in the neif;iiborhood at the time it was erected, and
there are not many older houses within the limits of our

city. Mr. Hale died in 1828. He was a man of much
importance for many years in the business affairs of his

part of the town. His name is peri»etuated in Hale's

Brook aiul Hale Sti'eet, ea(h in the vicinity of his many
enterjjrises.

Allen's History of Chelmsford, ])ublished in 1820,

says that "dui-iuii the restrictions uj)(»n commerce and

the unhai>py war with (Ireat I'ritain the attention of the

moneyed men was considerably directed to domestic man-

ufactories. There bein<i; a very commodious seat for a

manufactory on Concord River, about thr(M^ hundred ro<ls

from its entrance into the Merrimack River, ("apt.

Bliineas Whitini;' and Col. .Tosiali Fletcher erected a lar<2;e
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biiikliuj:: thereon. It was sixty feet long by tifty feet

wide and forty feet higli. It was intended for a cotton

manufactory and cost abont 12500."

Tliis was in 1813. The building, we learn from

other sources, was first occupied by John Goulding, who
came t<> East Chelmsford the year previously. He says

the mill was built f(U- him and that he leas(^d it for eight

years at a rent of .*|200 pei* annum. It stood on the east-

ern site of the present plant of the Middlesex Company.

We quote his own words: "'I carried on the business of

spinning cotton yarn in a small way, as all our manu-
facturing was done at that tinu'. S])un about 20 pounds

of yarn ])er <lay. Also had a carding-machine for carding

custom wool for s|)inning by hand, making what was
called homes])un cloth. Carried on a macliine shop for

making cotton and wool machineiw; made looms for

weaving suspender webbing and boot webbing, and a

tape loom to weave 30 pieces at one time. 1 occupied the

building some four years, wlien it was purchase*! by
Thomas Ilurd, who fitted it uji for making salin t.

1 built a small mill on the canal ]U'0])i'ity

and took water from the cjinal and made machinery
there. Help tit u]) Hurd's mill. I movf^l from East

Chelmsford just before the canal company sold out to the

present owners, who came into possession and estab-

lished Lowell. Mr. Nathan Tyler built a grist-mill just

below me on the canal."

Mr. Goulding's mill or machine-sho]t was on the l(4't

or west side of Pawtucket (or Hamilton) Canal, about
where it was later tapped for the Eastern Canal, which
supplies i)Ower for the Prescott and Massachusetts mills,

almost back of the store of O. A. Richardson, gunsmith.

No. lO.S Central Street. He went from East (Mielmsfttrd

to Worcester, where he died a few vears aco. Durintr

his life he made many im])rovements in machinery for

cotton and wool minnifacturing and won (piite a r<'])u-
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tutiou as an inventor. He seems also to have given some
attention t<> inipracticnl scliemes --- somethinu' of the

"Colwell motor" character, we jndi^e, from tlie manner
in wliich he refcn'red to it. In a letter to the late Col. J.

B. French (from which we have already quoted), dated

April 4, 1874, or about ten years before the Colwell

mot(n' craze in Lowell, he said he had "a device to stop

explosions of boilers; sa\e one-h;ilf the fuel now used in

creatinjx steam or vapor foi' power; to go on any river, no

matter how mu<ldy the water. I use no water to create

powei", but bisu]|>hate of carbon instead; could drive the

Great Eastern or su])]>ly ])ower for any otlu^r ])urp<)se

wanted." Mr. (foulding seems to have lived at East

Chelmsford about ten years; but we have found no trace

of him in any other jdace than that wliich we have

alreadv described.

The history to which we liave referred makes no

mention of Jonathan Knowles, who was associated witli

Mr. (Moulding in manufacturing, nor does Mr. (roulding

himself speak of him; but it is a fa<-t that they together

rented the mill wliich AVhiting and Fletcher built,

and they \v»'rc associate ])artu(M*s until they failed

and the building ]»ass(Ml into the liands of Mr.

Hurd, as «ds(MvhfM'o uuMitioui^d. This fact is confirmed

by the late Jolm A. Knowles and also by Joscpli W. Man-
sur, both of whom have said that the firm was doing a

goo<l business wlien the w-w with England closed (in

1S15); that then the letting in of cheap foreign fabrics put

an end to theii* operations. According to Mr. Mansur, Mr.

Knowles put in the macliinery for manufacturing woollen

goods -- ]<ut ting liis capital against Mr. (Joulding's skill

as a me(dianic and manufacturer. John A. Knowles (wlio

was not a relative of his namesake) says that the firm

eiu])loye(l about t^^•ellty oj>erati\'('s (mostly women) and
paid th(Mu se\enty-fi\(^ cents and board per week! They
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mannfaciiii'tMl coitdii and woollen yarns " foi- country

weaving; "--- that is, their yarns were sold to go into

families in ( "holiiisford, Dracut and Tewkshnry, where

they W('i'*' ^^o^•oll into (doth by the mothers and dan<j:;h-

tei's. 'I'lie yarns \\-ere sold at the country stores ami also

by ]»eddlers.

Aftei- the failure of Knowles and (louldinin" and the

sale of t]ie mill t(» Mr. Hnrd, Mr. Knowles was advised

t(> ;4o to manufaci nring cotton battinu,". lie retained or

boujiht certain ]tarts of the machinery whiidi the lirm had

used in the mill, rented the loft in Hale's saw-mill, on

Kiver ^leadow ]?rook (now known as Idaho's Hrook), and

began making cotton batting. He had exjierinn^nted

with the cott<»n-waste, which the mills t urned into the

river to get rid of it, and was the tirst man to convert it

into merchandise. He w<Mit to the ^ilerrimark Manufact-

uring ('om]>any and offered one cent a ])ound for all the

waste th(w could su])])ly him with. His offei' was accented

ami for se\eral yeai's he made use of it, having a monop-

oly in this \icinity in th(^ manufacturing of cotton bat-

ting; hut timilly others ejigaged in the busin(^ss and the

price of the \vast<^ was larg(dy increased.

Thei'e ^^•as little use for cotton l)atting in this })art

of the stale at the time of whi(di we s])i^ak. Tlu' women
did m»t so(Mu to realize the uses to which it could be |)Ut.

Mr. Kmtwh^s is said to have suggested to his wife that in

other ]»laces it was used for making bed-coverings,

sewing the batting between sheets of cotton cloth; and

tliat must have betMi the oi-igin of the cov(M'h^t, gtuierally

spoken of in New England as "comforter.'' T]ie idea was
illustrated in the Ivnowles family and worked satisfacto-

rily. Mrs. Knowles and other ladies took the hint from

this use of cotton batting aihd made cushions for th<'ir

pews in St. I'aul's Methodist E]iiscoj)al ('hnridi, whiidi

was from 1S27 to lSr>9 located in a building at the corner

of ^^^llIra! and l']lui Streets. Mr. Knowles ciutiuucd in
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the business of making cotton batting for many years;

but moved his manufactory from Hale's mill to Chambers
Street, lower down on the same stream, some years before

he ceased to manufacture. lie did something for a time

with a small laundry; but eventually changed the build-

ing into tenements, which was the last use he made of it.

Mr. Knowles was born in Eastham, March 16, 1780;

came to East (Mielmsford in 1813, and died March 20,

186G.

Thomas Hurd, who succeeded Messrs. (loulding and
Knowles, came to East Chelmsford from Charlestown

(one account says from Stoneham) in 1S18. The Chelms-

ford historian (Allen) speaks of him as " an (uiterprising

gentleman," and says he repaired and htted up the mill

''for a woollen manufactory. Sixteen looms, worked by

water, were emi)loyed in making satinet, of which
about one hundred and twenty yards i)er day were manu-
factured. This estimate includes the coloring, carding

and spinning of the wool, weaving and dressing of the

cloth. lie employed of botli sex( s about twenty ])ersons.

Machinery: 1(> looms woi'ked hy water; 1 wiuder of 50

bobbins, 1 winder for warping 8 s])in(lles, 1 Columbian
spinner of 200 spindles, 3 co])pers for dyeing ---one for

blue of 400 gallons and smaller ones for olhcr colors, 3

double carding-m a chines."

It will be seem that ^Ii*. Hurd was wvW eijuijijied for

business for that period — a])])arently xcry much b(4ter

than had been the previous manufacturers of East
Chelmsford. Aft(^r his ])urchase of the Whiting and
Eletcher luill, ho seems to have built an additional one,

a sliort distance away, in order to enlarge his resources;

Mr. Coulding says he hel])ed fit it u]). lie continued to

manufacture without serious che(d<, the six or seven suc-

ceeding years. But on the 'MMh of June, 1826, the

original mill and most of th<' uinchiuerv wer<^ destroved
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by tiro. It was tln^ first fire that had oeonrrod in the

floiirishiiij;- viHajxe. The mill was at the time iu part

occupied for spiiiniui]:; cotton warp for the satinets, that

were vroven in tlie s(M'ond mill, whicli was unharmed.

Mr. Ilurd lease<l the buildinii' which Mr. (Jouhlini:: had

erected on the opposite (or western) side of the canal, and

iu a short time resumed work. This buildinii' he occu-

pied while rebuildins;-, of brick an<l in a siil)stantial man-

ner, on the site of tlio one destroyeil. The late Hon.

Jefferson KancrofI was Iho superintendent of ]Mr. flurd's

mills, and from liim we obtained most of the pi*e; ediujji;

])arti(ulars. J Ion. J. (J. IV^abody, who still abides with

us, was i)resent at this fire and remembers also I he pres-

ence of Kirk Roott and his ]tersonal ap]iearance on the

occasion. Mr. Ifurd continued in the business till 1828,

when he sold to the Middlesex Company oi' to ])arties who
finally <'onveyed the pro])erty to that comiiany. Previous

to this, in 1820, he purchased a mill-site on the river

below Pawtncket Falls, put in a, foundation ami ererte«l

thereon a small building- int<'nded foi- a mill. He also

went so far as to construct and add to this enter]»rise a

water-wheel, biit the undertaking- ceased at that point.

Eventually he sold his intei-est iu the sit(\ presumably to

the Locks and Canals Company. Tlu^ buildinu was taken

down and conveyed piecemeal to the scene of his o])era-

tions on Concord River. The Avater-wheel was tloated

down the Merrimack, towed up the Concord and ]>ut to

service at the same ](oint. The foundations at Pawtucdcet

Falls were discernibhs until within a few years, from the

soutlKM'u side of the Mei'i-imack Kiver, and ])ossil)ly ]>or-

tions of them may yet be found, should fuie visit the spot.

Mr. riurd must have had rather lar;ii-e ideas as to the

advantages of Concord River for manufacturiuii- pur-

j)oses; for he lK»u<j,ht land on both sides of it, ]»erhaps

with Ili(^ idea of controllin<x the water-]»ower, that he
miiilil select his uei^"hl)ors or com]»e) iters. It was sonu*-



64 OLD RESIDENTS' lilSrOKICAL ASSOCIATION.

tiiiK^ in 1818 that ^N'iiitlirop IIowp, M'ho r-amo from New*
naiii]>sl!ii'e, bought a mill-site of him, nearly o]»j)osit(^ of

his tii'st ]turchase. Mv. llowo torc^ down tlu^ old saw-mill

which stood npon his iMirchasc and ])ut w]) a bnildiug

suitable for niannfaetnrinu' flannel by handdooms and
for carryini;- on the varions branches of the business lead-

inii' u]) to it. He sold to Harrison (t. TTowe, who added
powerdooms. Eventually it chanjued hands a<i;ain and

became known as the Helvidere Flannel Mill, tlu^ late

Charles Stott a;i;('nt. The buildiiiL:, was bui-ncd early

Thursday morniuii;, November 15, 1852. The wat(diman,

James Law, thirty-three years old, lost his life in the mill

at the time of this fire. A numb(M- of the adjoininji; build-

in^^s were destroycMl. The tire entirely removed the mill

whi(di had been erected by Winthro]> Ilow(^ and occupied

resjtectively l)v himself and Harrison (J. Howe. It was
the first woollen manufactory erected in Kehid<ne. It

occupied in part the site of the i)resent plant of the Bel-

videre Woollen Company, of which Hon. Charles A. Stott

is agent, succeeding his father, Charles Stott.

The late Charles Stott, so often mentioncNl in this

paper, was born in Lancashire, England, August 21, 1799.

He came to this country in 182(), and located in Andovcr.

In 182s he went to Dracut and with others (as already

shown) (Migaged in nmnufacturing tiannels, etc. After

bis marriag<' lu^ lived on Kiver Street (now Lakeview

Avenue), neai' Bridge Street. Therc^ his son, Hon.

Charles A. Stott, was born, August 18, 1835. After

severing his conne(!tion with the Dracut mill he was
selected as agent of the Belvidere Flannel Mill, and came
to f.owell to reside the same year, 1835. Centralville was
not at that time a part of Lowell, In 1838 he was resid-

ing on Ash Street, in Belvidere. The Belvidere Flannel

Mill failed, and later he went to manufacturing with

Ezra Farnsworth as i»arlner. Still later the Belvidere
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Woollen Company came into existence as an orjjjaniza-

tion, and Mr. Stott was chosen agent, and was holding

that position at the time of his death, June 14, 1881. lie

was an active, tmergetic man, th(»ronglily nnderstand-

ing his calling and in love with it; sqnare in his deal-

ings and respected by all — a valnable man in this city

and vicinity, where he resided abont tifty years.

There must have been a niisa])prehension of the facts

in the minds of those who have written concerning the

early days of East Chelmsford --- its population and

industries. It was more of a place than represented to

have been. Rev. II. A. Miles's work, " Lowell as it was
and as it is," published in 1845, says that " East Chelms-

ford in 1820 had two hundred population." " A few

scattered farm-houses, the store, the tav(^rn, the humble
wooden factory, the few small buildings for the powder-

works, the two grist-mills — this was nearly all the place

possessed." Njithan Appleton, in the " Origin of Lowell,"

issued in 1858, says that the tirst visit to the spot of Pat-

rick T. Jackson, Kirk Boott, Warren Button, Paul Mooily,

John W. I>oott and himself, was "made in the month of

November, 1821, and a slight snow covered the ground.

. . . . We ])erambuhited the grounds and scanned the

capabilities of the place, and the remark was made that

some of us might live to see the place contain twenty

thousand inhabitants. At that time there were, I think,

less than a dozen houses on what now constitutes the city

of Lowell or rather the thickly setth^l ]»arts of it — that

of Nathan Tyler, near the corner of Merrimack and Bridge

Streets; that (f Josiah Fletcher, near the Boott Mills; the

house of Phineas Whiting, near Pawtucket Bridge; the

house of Mrs. Warren, near what is now Warren Street;

the house of Judge Livermore, east of ('oncord Kiver, then

called Belvidere, and a f<nv others."
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More tlian twenty years a<;() a fj^entleinan "to the

iiiaimev boi*ir'---.Tose])li W. Mansiir--- ^yrote us and inado

the folh)wiM,i; (Mimiieratioii concernin*;- East Cheliusfor<1

:

"111 1820 th(Te wev(' fifty-one houses, all oconpied, in the

ori<2;inal Lo\yell — three in r)elyi(lere and eleyen in Cen-

tralyillo There wc^re, besides the dwelUn;^-

liouscs, four (•oo])ei's' shops, a inachiue-shop, a black-

sniinrs sho]), a fulling-, dressino- and cardini!;-mill,

wooneii-niill, iron-works (Ames t^ Fisher's, on Concord

Kiyer, betweiMi Andoyer and Kojiers Streets), ])o\yder-

iiiills, two <;rist-mills, three stores, two hotels, a eabinet-

niaker's sliop, two school houses," and others. In all

there nuist haye been four Imndred peo])le in the place

before a purchase had be<^n made or a blo\y struck by

the Boston capitalists in pursuit of a site for a j^reat

nianufactnrino- centre. The estimate of our corr;'spi)n<l-

ent did not include the three houses in Belvidere and the

eleyen in Centralyille, for they were not on territory

included when East Chelmsford became the town of

Lowell, in 182(5. We haye other reasons for believing

the calculation to be correct. As early as 1803, bejiinning

at a dwellino-house whicli stood on the site of one of the

(Jage ice-houses, on Pawtucket Street, and inclmling

those on a direct line on the right, south, and north and

east to the Merrimack and Concord rivers, there were

thirty dwclling-honses, each of whicli Avas mentioned

and hxation described in a paper which a])])eared in the

lirst volume of Old Hesidents' Contributions.

Thus iiave wo attempted to enumerate and huate the

manufactories that gradually struggled into existence

in this vicinity ])reyious to the advent of the ])ower-loom.

And including them all — that on T^eaver Brook in Dra-

cut, those on Kiyer Meadow Br!>ok and ('oncord River in

East Chelmsford — they were of great importance to thig
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section of Massaehiisetts. It Avill be noticed that up to

this time there had been no attempt made to harness the

vohnninous waters of the Merrimack — only its tributaries

had b€'en nuuh^ the sei-vants of th.e manufacturers. Saw-

mills and fjrist-mills may have been built at different

periods above and beh)w the great falls. The smaller

streams, which were more easily and cheaply controlled,

furnished sufiticient ])ower for all who came to East

Chelmsford up to 1821.

The story of the introductiou of the powerdoom is

fully related by Nathan Appleton, in a ])amphlet of thirty-

six paoes, already referred to, entitled " Introduction of

the Power Loom and Orioin of Lowell." It is quite

unnecessary that we should refer to it further than to

make plain a few sim]>h' facts. Francis C. Lowell, about

1811, while in En<;lan<l, obtained what information he

could con<'ernin,«;- the ]»o\verdoom, then but recently

invented and put in o])era(ion in that country. Mr. Low-
ell returned home in ISi:^ and at once undertook to make
a loom. His experimental machine was built in Boston.

A water-pow(M' had been ])urchase(l the year previously

in \Yaltham and a charter for a cotton manufacturing

comi)any obtained ; undoubtedly the first trial at Aveaviug

on a power-loom was made in that town. In the autumn
of 1814 Mr. Lowell invited Mr. Ai)])leton to o;o and see his

loom in oi)eration, and the latter says: "I recollect the

state of admiration and satisfaction Avitli which we sat

by the hour watching- the beautiful movement of this

new and wonderful machine, destined, as it evidently was,
to chano-e the character of all textile industries."

The first real success a1 carding and spinning cotton

by power in this country was accomplished at Pawtucket,
R. I., Dec. 20, 1790, by Samuel Slater. He had made the
machinery and he su])erintended all the details of putting
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it in operation at that ]»lac«\ The wravinu; of the yarn

which he turned out was for more than twenty years

done on handdoonis. ( )nly a year or two after Mr. Lowell

bad brou^^ht ont liis loom (in 1814) William Gilmore

appeared in liho(U' Ishiml and secured a patent for a

powerdoom, ra<lically unlike the Low(dl loom. One was

j)ut in o])eration the same year in North l*r(>yidence, and

that kind of loom, im]>roved, was in nse at the time of

the " Slater Cotton Ontennial," in Pawtucket, in 1800.

When Mr. Lowell's ])o\verdoom was set np in Wal-

tham, a complete cotton mill, with carding', spinniu<jj and

weavinii' in one bnildini;-, went into o])eration for the first

time in this country. All tln^ branches of manufacturing

cotton ami wool, which had j»reviously been done in ]>ri-

vate residences, began to languisli in 17U0; and manufact-

ories sprang into existence in all ])arts of the country.

Previous to that date it sur])rises one not conversant with

the facts to learn how universally the wonnui wei'e

engaged in that occu]>ation. We have Ikm'U entertained

by the records of exidcuts of the ladies of 17S7 and later

years, who gathered at " the i)arsonagediouse " to spin for

the minister's family and at other ])laces for equally

worthy objects. The day's labor generally closed witli a

religious sei*vic(% with a sing or a dance, according to the

propriety of the occasion. We ((uot(^ from newspa])ers of

the period referred to bri(\f but interesting accouutR of

gatherings for the jtui'pose of sjtinning for s])ecial

])urpos(\s.

(Salen> Mercury, A])i-il 28, 1787.) "Not long ago a

number of ladies bcdonging to the Pi'esbyterian society

in Newbury-Port Jissembled at tlu^ ]»arsonage-house, with

their spinning-wheels and tluMi- utensils of industry, for

the day, to the l)enetit of tlie minist(M''s family. The
assembly having lirst united in the solemn exercises of



BEFOKE THE POWER- LOOM. 69

social worship, the business of the day was bejiun. Every

apartment in the house was openiHl. The niusiek of the

spinning-wlieel resounded from every room, l^enevolence

was seen smilini:,' in every countenance, and the har-

mony of hearts sur])assed even the harmony (»f wheels.

The labors of the day were concduded about 5 o'clock,

when the fair htborers prosonli^d Mrs. Murray with cotton

and linen yarn of tlie best (piality amountinii; to 230

skeins. Necessary ivfreshments beini::; ])ast, public wor-

sliip was attended an<l a discourse delivered by l\ev. Mr.

Murray to a lari;*^ assend)]y, from Exodus xxxv: 25---

' And all the women that W(M'e wisediearteil did spin with

their hands.' ''

(rumberland (hizetie, INu-tland, M(\, May S, 178S.)

"On the 1st inst. assembled at the house of Kev. Samuel

Deane of this town more than one Inindi'i-d of the fair sex

-- married and single ladii^s --- most of whom were skilled

in the im]>ortant art of s]»inniu^'. An eiuuhtus industry

was never more a]»]>ar('nt than in this beautiful assembly.

The nuijority of fair hands }j;ave motion to not less than

fifty wheels, beside those who attended to the enter-

tainment of the rest — provision for which was mostly

presented by the guesrs themselves, or sent in by other

generous promoters of the exhibition, as were also the

materials for the W(»i'k. Near tlie (dose of the day Mrs.

Deane was ]»resent(Ml by the company with two hundred
and thirty-six seven-knotted skeins <»f excellent cotton

and linen yarn, the work of the day, exce])ting about a

dozen skeins whicdi some of the company l>rought in

ready sjnin. Some had si)un six and many not less than
five sk(dns apiece To comdude and
crown the day, a numerous baud of th<' best singers

attended in th<^ evening and ])erformed an agreeable vari-

ety of excellent pieces in ]tsalmody. ' The price of a vir-

tuous wonmn is above rubies She lay-
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eth lier lian<ls to the spindle and her hands hold the

distaff.'"

(ITSS.) In (lloncester, on a certain Thursday " nearly

30 yonno- ladies, inspired with the love of industry,

assembled at the house of ("apt. Philemon Haskell for the

praiseworthy purpose of a Federal Spinning-Match, when
to their honor their spirited exertion produced 99 skeins

of excellent yarn — practically declaring; that they neither

labored in vain nor spent their strength for naught. The
day thus industriously concluded finished not the har-

mony of their federation; in the evening, to crown the

pleasure of the day, with additional company, they

regaled with an agreeable dance, and at a modest hour

parted in love and friendship, with hearts convivial as

they met, leaving others to admire their female patriot-

ism and go and do likewise."

The disappearance of the spinning-wheel was not

regarded by all as a blessing unmixed with regret,

although it took from the homes a great amount of hard,

exacting labor that fell to the lot of the wives and daugh-

ters. In an agricultural addrc^ss, the s])eaker took this

rather despondent view of the departure of the spinning-

wheel.
(Salem Observer, 1834.) "The establishment of

extensive manufactories and the introduction of poAver-

looms and spinning-jennies has nearly destroyed the

usual household manufactures and put other Jennies out

of employment. Our ears are seldom greeted now-a-days

in the farmer's cot tag<> with the Hying of the shuttle or the

deep base of the spinning-wheel. We confess that we
have looked ujton their departure with a strong feeling

of regret; and deem it no small abatement of the advan-

tages which the establishment of extensive manufactures
has obviously yielded to the country, that it removes the

daughter from I lie shelter and security of the paternal

roof and ]»laces Ikm- in a situation which certainly fur-



BEFOKE THE POWER-LOOM. 71

nislies no means of (lualifyin^' lier f<»r tlie proper depurt-

iiient of wonuui --- to ]>resi<lo o^'or our (loiiiestic eslab-

lislimeiits, to perform her part in the joint hibors of the

honsehohl, ami to know how and where to nse, prei)are

and to ap])lT to tlie best advantaiie within doors the pro-

duct of man's hibor witliout doors."'

And now a very few words concei-nini;" other matters

rehitinj;- to eai'ly manufacturino- in this i>la('o.

The tirst ])iece of cotton (loth produced by th»' ]\l«'rri-

mack Manufacturiui; Company Avas woven by Miss Deb-

orah Skinner. She c(unmenced work for the company on

the 8(h day of October, 1823, havinii" come to Kast

Chelmsford to instruct ^irls in weaviujii'. Taul Moody,

who came the same year, to sui>erinteud the cmui>any'8

ma(diine-sh()]», brought Miss Skinn<n' in his private car-

riaiic Commenciuii' on the Sth of tlie month she was
under pay but a])i>ar(mtly ahuie in the mill until the lIMh

of October, it is more than jU'obable that other youuj^

women w(M'e at work, but allowed ncdhin^- for their labor

previous to the 19th, or wliih' h'arnin<j^ to weave under

Miss Skinner's instruction.

AYe have been told that Miss Skinner was boi-n in

Mansfield, this state, and that she had been for some time

emi)loyed in the cotton mill at A^'altham ]u'evious to com-

iuji; to East Chelmsford. She worked for the Mei'rinuick

Company about live years, when she was mari-ied to Hor-

ace liarbour, an oA'erseer in the em]doy of the same cor-

poration. The marriaii'e took ]dace October 21, 1828.

Quite a number of years later Mi*. Karbour uiovimI his

family to Lewiston, Maine, and thei*e Mrs. P>ai'bour died,

March 11, 1870, at the mature^ ai;(' (»f 71 years. These

facts were comniunic;ite<l to us by Mi'. Harbour, Sept. 12,

1874. The children of Mr. and Mrs. liarbour, at that

time livinii', W(n'e Horace and Charh^s, ti-adei's, in I^ewis-
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ton, and :i daiiiilitci-, llel(^ii, who married a Mr. Wood of

Auburn, Maine.
While siK'iidinj;- the winter of 181)1 in Southern r'alifor-

nia, we several times met at Riverside and Los Ani!;ele8,

Mr. W. W. Wilson, who was born in Lowell and hore

s])ent the most of the years of his minority. On one occa-

sion lie s])(dve of the connection of his untde, W^illiam B.

Wilson, with the very be^inninu; of carpet-makinj;' by the

Lowell Mannfacturino' C'omi)any, and gave us the f(dlow-

ing facts: William B. Wilson was one of the twenty and
mor(^ wli(t cann^ back with Alexander Wright, who went
to Scotland in 1825 to procure looms and workmen skilled

in the business, with the idea of establishing an extensive

car]»et-manufact(trv at M<Mlway, a small town in Norfolk

County, ten or twelve miles from Boston. In 182G, with

Mr. Wright at the head, work was begun; but car])et-

weaving had an exceedingly brief existence in Med-

way, for the business, uiacliinery and stock were soon

bought by Boston capitalists, who also engaged those

of whom they bought and their employees, to remove to

East Chelmsford to engage in the same calling on a much
larger scab'. The manufacture of coach-lace had i)revi-

ously been carried on by Mr. Wright of Medway. Among
tlutse wlio came to Lowell in \S29 were Koyal South-

wick, Petei' Lawson, Claudius and \A'iIliam B. AVilson,

Josejdi l^iXley and John Hughes, The work of building

the lirst carpet-mill was begun in March, 1828, and it

was com])h4ed ilie following year and ready for the "' Med-

way ('olony." Hand-looms only were used in carpet-

weaving until 1S4<>. Ml'. \VrigIit was agent from 1828 to

1852, or till the time of liis <leath.

'' My uncle, William B. Wilson," said our iiif(trmant,

" was a ju-actical designer and \>'eaver. He put the ' har-

ness ' into (he loom, designed the lirst pattern, his wife

cut and sewed t lie cards, and he wove the first three yards

of car|»eliiig made in Lowell. And on bright new-year's
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iuorniii<;, 1830, witli sleij^ii-bclls jinuliii^- merrily, Messrs.

Wri<;iit and Wilson took this tirst fruit of their labor to

Boston, to show what eoiild be, and Avhat had been,

done in the new carpet company's mill. Mr. Wrij^ht re-

mained in I^owell till his death. M_v nncle started fac-

t(U*ies in otlu'r parts of New En<:;land, bnt returmnl to

Lowell, where he died Jnly o, 18(12. Ilis wife died in

Lowell some ei<;ht or nine years later." *

* riic iollowing letter by the late Hon. Peter Lawsoii was addressed to the committee ap-

pointed by the City Council to make the necessary arrant;ements for the celebration of the fiftieth

anniversary of the incorporation of the Town of Lowell, March i, 1876, in reply to an invi-

tation to be present. It, in a measure, confirms some of the statements concerning the removal

of " The Medway Colony " to Lowell, and gives other interesting facts concerning the earliest

steps toward establishing ihc Lowell (Carpet) Manufacturing Works.
' f.MWi-i.i , l-'cbruary 29, 1S76.

" Ckn ri.F,,Ml-:N : I .ucpt with pleasure your invitation of the jjth iiisl ; anil a-^ 1 am the only

man now living of ihose who came from .Medivay to Lowell in iS2y, 1 will give you my
recollections of that Medway Colony.

" The manufacture of ingrain carpets was started in Aledway in 1S20 liy Alexander Wright and

Eben Burdett of Boston. They had ten ingrain looms, one BrusscUs loom and one finger-rug

loom: and their establishment was the first of the kind in the United States. They were in suc-

cessful operation in 1827, when a committee, consisting of Frederick Cabot, George W. Lyman and

I'atrick T. Jackson, visited the establishment, bought out all they had and took them into their own
employ.

" The Lowell Manufacturing Company (organizetl in 182S) ordered them to build fifty more

ingrain looms, eleven more Brussells looms and seven more finger- rug looms. All who had been

employed in the carpet manufactory at Medway, e.vcepting Mr. Burdett, removed to Lowell in 1820'

They were Ale.xander Wright, agent ; Peter Lawson, pattern designer: Claudius Wilson, foreman

:

Royal Southwick, overseer; John Urie, section hand on looms; Joseph E.vley, overseer Brussells

looms; John Robertson and John Hughes, first and second overseer dye-house: Daniel Thurston:

John TurnbuU, carpet clothroom; David Wil'-.on, dyer: Henry Chandler, Benjamin Smith and

George W. Hunt, wood workmen: William B. Wilson, finger-rug weaver: Samuel T.iwnsend,

Thomas Railton, Job Plimpton, ( lilmoie Pond, .\bel Brummett, ( )tis Bemis, Albert .^dams. Hector

McArthur and I^enjamin Albee, weavers.

"Frederick Cabot was the first treasurer and Frederick F.mmeson the first clerk. Mr.
Wright, the leader of the Medway Colony, remained agent of the Lowell Company till his death,

June 8, 1852, at the age of fifty-two years. . . . The inventions of Claudius Wilson were fully

described in the ' Glasgow Magazine' for 1826. He was one of the most ingenious mechanic^

whom Scotland has contributed to aid in the development of the mechanic arts.

" The brick buildings of the Company were erected by Elijah ^L Reed, who came to Lowell

from Waltham, and who had charge of all the building operations, under the late Mr. Sanger.
" The first railroad I ever saw (and it was probably the fir.-st one in .\menca) extended from

the .Suffolk Canal through the woods of Lowell Street (then a dense forest) to the Lowell Company's
grounds. The cars were drawn by hoises, under direction of Hugh Cummiskey, contractor,

who, with the excavations of the Suffolk Canal, made the land where the carpet mills now stand,

much of the dump being twenty feet deep.

" One thing that surprised me was the novel manner of constructing the foundations. These
were laid on the original surface and the earth filled in around them to the desired height. Wells

were constructed in the same way, the stone curbing laid on the top uf the old ground and new-

ground made around it till a well of the desired depth had been built up.

" The first building erected by the Carpet Company was the one-and-a-lialf story lilock now
standing near the counting room. There for some time were my own headquarters, and many a
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string of fine pickerel have 1 caught sitting on the front steps from the branch canal (which was

built in the same way as were the wells), ilie waters of which washed the steps of my door. In

later years, when the canal was constructed to the width orignially designed, the present street

was built between the block and the canal. These peculiarities arose from the fact that the land

selected for the Carpet Company was originally a low swamp.
" Yours truly, " PETER I.AWSON."

January 2, 1873, we received a note from the late

JauK^s B, Francis, enclosing the followini;' item, which he

had c()])ied from the diary of Kirk Roott. It fittingly

ends our diallings with the past:

"January 3, 1824. 10 bales of goods sent off to

Boston, being tne first lot sent off from the Merrimack."
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T". Ammal Address and Report. By Beiijaniui }]^(dker.

President. Read 3Ini/ 'JU iSfKl.

Ill reviewin;^' the labors of the Ohl Kesidents* Histori-

cal Association, diiriDg the past year, there is not very

iiiiich to report other than that it has continued to exist in

its own (piiet and unobtrusive way. Two new iiK^inbers

have been a(hhMl, and it has lost tifteen by deatli, some of

whom were anionj;' the oldest and most r(^s]H'cted of

this associati(tn. These losses show that not many more

years will elapse before all its ori|L;inal i>rojectors will

have i)assed away, leaving^ only their labors of love in

collecting- and preserving all that ])ertains to the histor-

ical interests of our city, and the consecpient inlluences

which go so far towards preserving an unbroken link

betAveen the Lowell of 1822 and the ]>res(Uit great city

of 1895. From a mere handful of sagacious and ener-

getic men, the spirit of manufacturing enter])rise was
centered on this spot, and tlu^se of us who have lived the

allotted ag<^ of thi-(v sc(U-e years and t<'n havi^ Avitnessed

its steady growth, have felt its mercantile power, and

enjoye<l the natural ])ride of seeing Lowell as it now is, a

great and ]>ros]>(U'ous city. Its manufacturing (*i»r]>ora-

tions and juMvate business enter])rises re]U'esent its finan-

cial strength, its schools and its chnrches are its bul-

warks of UKUital im|)rovement and moral intluence, its

newspapers and its literary societies and organizations

are the keystones of its general cultur<% and its li()S])itals

and charitable institutions show the degree of human
sympathy and interest in the weak and unfortunate

which gives to life its chiefest joys and affords its great-

est opportunities. Surely, in all this our hearts may w(dl
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swell with pride, and we may all rejoice that our lines

have fall(Mi in such ])leasant i>laces.

Last year the plan of niakinii' some chanj^e in tlie liead-

(luai'ters of this Association was suggested, the idea

being, first, that it naturally belongs to and sliouhl have

a foothold or an abiding place in the new Memorial Hall

building, and, secondly, that its library would more fully

accomplish its ])urpose and ])rove much more accessible

and valuabh^ in connection with the City Library. While
such an arrangement was l^elieved to possess s])ecial

advantages, and while the trustei^s of the (Mty Library

gave unofficial assurances of their approval of such a

plan, and their readiness to promote such a scheme in

any way not incom])atible with their ])ublic duties, noth-

ing was done. One morc^ year's (experience, however,

has convinced the Executive Committee of this Associa-

tion not only of the desirability but the necessity of tak-

ing such a ste]», which will directly connect and identify

us with the acknowledged literary headquarters of our
city, and give an additional valuc^ to our own library as

one of reference, easily and always accessible, because it

will then be in its proper place. I am therefore author-
ized, by a uminimous vote of the Executive Committee, to

recommend that this change be niaihe In doing this it is

desired, very gratefully, to acknowledge the favors

extended to this Association by the Board of Trade, and
the kimlnesses so freely bestowiMl, which liave made in

many ways our stay so pl(^asant and agreeable.

The cliange made in the by-laws last year with a view

of affording o])p<)rt unity foi- an iucreas<' of membership
has not y(M I'eached its full fruition. In the Jiurry and
bustle of life the advautagf^s arising from belonging to

such an association as this are not so fully ai)]>reciated

as they should be, and 1 again suggest tlu^ jiroju-iety of

ad(>]»ting some sjiecial j)1au, by canvass or (»therwise.
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whereby a systeiiintie and earnest effort may be made

for enlariiing our membership.

As it is well known, the (jnestion of preparing and

pnblishin<;- a new history of Lowell has recently a?tracted

some attenlion, and a sentiment now j)revails that the

time has arrived when snch a work shonld be nndertaken.

A jniblic meetinjj; was called at tlu^ Hoard of Trad<' ro(»ms

not Ion«i; since, but not largely attended, to consider a

])roiK)sition made by two Ncnv York ji'entlemen to ]»(n*-

form this service. Tln^ r<'snlt was the formation of a

special committee to consider and i-eport upon the fea-

sibility of the ])lan submitted. After a somewhat care-

ful and thorou<j:h investigation of the matter, and without

here enterinn into detail in re<j:;ard to it, this comuiittee

deemed it inex]>edient to recommend its ado]>tion, and

at the same time exjtressed the belief that a history of

Lowell whicli would come within reach and the jueans of

all (lasses of oui' citizens, and one which would insure

their a]>proval and encouragement, would very jirojx'rly

emanate under the ausjuces of this Association. With-
out iuteudiuL; fui'lher to discuss this subject at tliis tiuie,

or to formulate any ]»lan, I venture to call the attention

of our Executive Committee to this subject; with the hope
that so iuii»ortant a nuitt<'r will receiv«- their early and
careful consideration.

The deaths durini;- the year, including,- those not

embraced in the last annual report, have been as follows:

AI>EL E. COXAXT was born in Uardwick, N'ermont,

Se])tember 20t]i, ISl!), came to LoW(dl February 14th.

lNo4, and died February r»tli, 1S!J4, ai;-ed 7-1 years, 4

months and l(i days.

Mv. Conant, who was one of Lowell's best known citi-

zens, was early identified witli the expr(\ss and trucking;

business in this city. My rt-colh^tion of him (and I

think he inaui;urated the system of delivering hx-al ]>ack-

ai;<'s) is in coium(Micin^- business as a freiL^lit handler
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with a hand-cai't, in which iiiainuM' he ])Ui'sue(l his calliiiii"

for some years, beiiii*' enoajred at one time with David N.

(libb, nmhM" the firm name of (Hbb «S: Couaiit. As Mr.

Conaiit's patronage inereased, a siDj2,ie horse and wagou
was siibst il iit(Ml for the liaiid-cart, and lie became hxal

agent of the U. S. and Canada Express. From this

beginning liis bnsiness extended nntil it beeann^ a large

and thriving industry.

Mr. ('onant was a <|ni(M and unobtrusive citizen,

thoroughly conscientious in all his d(Mlings, and di(Ml

highly res]>ected by all who knew him,

BENJAMIN ruNVEKSE HILL was born at East

W(>bnrn, Mass., Sei)tember 30tli, 1820, came to Lowell

I)ec<Mubei' li4th, 1S34, and di(^d February 14th, 1S!)4, aged

73 years, 4 months and 1.") days.

r]»on his arrival in Lowell, then only a lad (»f 14

years, he found em|tloyment in the Hamilton Manufact-

uring Company, wln^'e he remained twenty-two years,

serving in various ca]>acities, in the meantime marrying

and gathering about him an interesting family, who have

always been, and still are, held in deservedly high esteem.

In 185() Mr. Hill transf(^rred his business relations to the

Suffolk Manufactui'ing Com]>any, wiien^ most of t1i<^

time for thirty-three years, he had chargi^ of the motive

po^^('r of this great cor]>oralion, retiring in 1889, in cnn-

s(^(juence of a sev<M'e injury received while in th<' ]»er-

formance of his <luty, disabling him and rendering him
an invalid during the remainder of his life. He was a

chartei" memlxM* of the X'eritas Lodge of Odd Fellows,

and belonged to Hie MoiKunake I"]ncam])meut, but n(M'ei'

held ])ublic oftice.

In social life Mr. Hill was distinguished for his genial

and atTable (pialitii^s of charact<'r, and was, for many
years, ju'omincMit in church <'hoii's and the musical circles

of the city. Besides being ])ossessed of a good tenor
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voice, lie had a remarkably keen pei'ce]»tioii of musical

tones, and could corrtH-tly distinuuisli and name the

"]»itch" or " Icey " of any music within his liearini;- — an

accomplishment rarely attain<Ml even by the tinest musi-

cians. He was sin<>ularly free from those petty jealous-

ies and animosities so common amon_ii' musical people,

always so sensitive, beini;- ever ready to accord all honor

and praise to superior talent. He also was (»f (piite a

])o<'tic turn of mind, his effusions liavini;- an air of aiire;^-

able ])l(Msantry, and occasionally ai>pearin<2; in tli<^ public

prints. They were always rej^arded with much favor.

Indeed, in a word

:

" How much til lie pii/.ed and esteeme<I was this friend,

On whom wc (.nuld always uith safety depend I

( )ur joys, when extended, would always increase.

And ijriefs, when divided, were hushed into peace.''

DANII) M. COLUNS was born July ;nst, ISIG, in

Brentwood, X. II., came to Lowell October lOtli, 1S29,

and died June 20th, 1S1I4, a^ii'ed 77 years and 10 months.

On his arrival in Lo^^ell he comnuMiccMl work as a

bobbin-boy on the Merrimack ( \u']»oration. He aft(^r-

wards entered tlu^ machine icpair slio]) of the same com-

])any, beins^; in due time ]>r(Uiio1ed lo the ]»osition of ovc^r-

seer in tlu^ weavins;' (le])artment, wliei-e he continued

fifty-five yinirs, until the day of his d(\ith. Mr. rollins

was one of the early emj»loy(^s of the Merrimack Oom-

pany, and, as has beiui the case of sevei-al of his asso-

ciates, was eminently loyal and true to its intcM'ests.

In iSotJ Mr. ('ollins A\as a niembei' of the ('ity Coun-

cil. He A\as on(^ of the (ddest members of PtMitucket

Lodye of Free Masons, was connected with thriM' Odd
Fellow organizations, tlu- Kniulits of Pythias, and had

been for several years a member of the Executive Com-
mittee of this Association. He was identitit^d with the

Shattuck Street Fniversalist Church from its ori^auiza-
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tion, and was otic of its most constant worshii»])ci's, nntil

overtaken by tlio intirniitics of aj^c.

In ])rivat(^ life Mr. Collins was csteennMl for his

marked inloi^rity and n]»ri.iLilit charactor, enjoying', as lie

(lid, the contidimre and rcsjxMt of all with whom ho was

associated.

JOSEPH li. IFAYES was born in Btirnstead, X. II.,

March 7th, bSlS, cami- to l.owell Se])tember 1st, 1S4T,

and died Jnly liOth, 1S!)4, at Methnen, Mass., aged 70

years.

For a jn'riod of n(nirly thirty years Dr. Hayes was

a well-known and hi<j;hly-res|)ecte(l dmf!;«T,ist, at what was

then known as No. 12 Central Street, where he man-

nfaclnred several ])ropri<^tarv articles still bearini;- his

name, which he administered for temporary ailments.

Many were the deeds of kindness which the Doctor to(dc

pleasnre in ]K'rformini;- for the poor and at^i<ted, and in

dis])ensin<;' his charities in this (|iiiet althongh most sub-

stantial way. He was a trustee of the Central Savings

Bank, from the date of its incorporation in 1871 until

within a short time of his death. H<^ was also a keen

observer of men and events, and was, Avithal, a most

a<!:reeable conversationalist.

Some t(Mi years a^i'o the Doctoi-'s failinj:; health com-

pelled him to retire from the active (lnti«^s of a business

life, soon after which he removed from his residence on

Stackpole Street to Methuen, where he ])assed the remain-

der of his life. His body was interred in the Lowell

Cemetery.

CAKLOS IIAZEN was l)orn at West Hartford, Ver-

mont, February 20th, 1S27, came to Lowell Si']>tenib('r

9th, 1850, and died at (N)ncord, N. II. , Se}>l ember {\\h,

1894, aged <)7 years, (> months, and 17 days.

My first infoi'ination relative to Mr. Haz(Mi is that Ik^

(Altered the store of Person Noyes, furniture dealer, Mar-
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ket Street, in 1S(>,S, where he r<Muaini'(l several years. Siih-

se<iueiitly he became elerk for CushiiiL:, <Jc Mack, the well-

known stov(^ dealers, and still later for S. G, Mack at tl'.e

same place, (^n the 1st of A])ril, 1S70, he became a part-

ner in this establishment, nndi^r the tirm name of S. (J.

Ma<d< iK: (N>., where he remained until 1SS<), when the tirm

was diss(>lv<Ml. From July 1st, ISSl), to February 1st,

1S92, Mr. Hazen was in the insurance business with

(ieor<;-e E. Metcalf, und<'i' the tirm name of M«dcalf «S:

Ilazen. During tlit^ latter year Mr. Ilazen was thrown

from a carria.i;(M)n Merrimack Street and received injuri(/s

which tinally resulted in his death. lie was a member of

the Masonic Ordei-, Odd Fellows, and of the Lowell Lod^e
of Knights of Pythias.

CHARLES }\. COHrKN was born in riielmsford,

Mass. (now Lowell), June Kith, 1S13, and died October

ISth, 1894, a^'ed SI years and 4 months.

He was (with the exce]»tion of Elisha I)a\ is, who was
born in 1799,) the oldest native member of this Associa-

tion, and, with his brother Franklin, still livinii, ]»robably

tlie only members of a family who lia\'e ]»ersonally wit-

nessed the rise and ])ro_i;ress of Lowell from its incorpora-

tion as a town to its ])r(^sent magnificent ])roportions as

a city. Mr. Coburn's early educaticm was obtained in the

district sclnxds of Chelmsford, sui)pl(Muented by a cinirse

in a New Ham]»shii'e academy, on the com]>letion of which

he was first emjdoyed in a country store ke])t by ('a]>t.

Phineas Whitin<,^ located at the corner of Pawtucket and
School Streets, where now stands the ]>alatial residence

of Mr. Frederick Ayer, and of which the writer has a

perfectly vivi<l recollection. Snbseqnently he found

emph)yment at Isaac Scri])tur(^'s bakei-y, and later carried

on a similar business of his own on School Street.

iVfr. Cobnrn's next busint^s enter])rise was that of a

<irocer, bein<^ locate*! near the corner of Central and Hurd
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Streets. In lS4ii he a^aiii cliaiiucd aii<l eiit(M(Mi the

eiui)loy of Mixer cV Whittemore, in tlie Middlesex

Mechanics Association Ituihlinj;', (hsilers in manufactur-

ers' snpjtlies. Tliis firm was succeeded by Mixer i*\: Tit-

man, and hiter by Mixer, Titman »!<: Co., at which

time tin' subject of this slvetch became a member of

tlie firm. In IS.IO the firm became Coburn »S: Mixer.

In 1852 Mr. Coburn assumed the wlnde business,

nnder tlie style of (\ R. (^d)urn c^' Co. In ISdO

Charles II. Coburn became a memlxM- of tli<' firm, and in

1871 Edward F. Coburn, l)otli sons of the d(M'(\ased. On
the 1st of Jannary, 1ST(», the business was transferred to

the Wier bnildinii' on Market Street, and in ISSO to the

present commodious quarters now owned by this firm,

Mr. Coburn retiriiiix from active business in ISSt;.

Mr. Coburn was a member of the (V)mmon Council in

1844 and '."il, and of the Board of Aldermen in IS.KJ, '(il

and '()8. lie Avas ])aymaster in the militia in 184.*i under

Col. Timothy (i. Tweed, an<l was ])rominent in the oriian-

ization of tlie Sanitary ( '(unmission for tlie ciuiifort of our

soldiers in the Civil War of 18(12.

Mr. ( \)burn was one of the first directors in the or^an-

ization of the Prescott National Bank, which tocdc ])lace

May 15th, 1850. lie was elect<Ml its President Xovemlirr
28th, 1804, and held this office until January 12th, 1S75,

when he resii^ned. He was elected director (»f the Trad-

ers and Mechanics' Insurance ( '(>in]>any. May 12th, 1S4!),

this bein;!;' the second year of its exist(Mice, and became
its President December 10th, 1S(;0, holdiiiji' this otiice until

February Dth, 1874, wIkmi he voluntarily retired. He also

held other jiositions of trust. He was a member of the

Unitarian Society and (hn(»ledly interested in the

Ministry-at-Large.

In private life Mr. Coburn was sinjjjularly (|uiet and
retiring, and yet of that genial nature whicli was both



AXNl'AT. ADDIJESS AND REPOiri'. 83

inaiiiii^ic jiiid attractive. His business carcei' was one

of strict intej:;ritY and marked ca]»acity, ins]>irin<j^ 1lie

utmost contidence of all with whom lio luul dealiuj^s. In

his decease ono of Lowell's oldest, most ]>romineut, h(»n-

ored, and hi<i;lily-esteeme<l citizens has been removed from

our midst.

IIENKY S. ()KAN(JE was born F(d»ruary Utii, 1S1.~),

in Milton, N. 11., came 1o Low«Ml in October, ISIU, and

di(Ml October LMIth, 1S!)4, in <;ilmanton, X. 11., a<;cd 79

years and S months.

Ill oi' about the year \S'.\~ Mr. (>i'au;ij,(' became and

for many years \\as a ]io|»uhir dry ^oods merchaiil on

Merrimack Street. In 1S,">.~) tlie tii-m name was (Daniel)

Bradt ».\: Oraimc and also Oranu-e, Wri^lit iK: Oo. In ISHS,

and for se\'eral subse<|uent years, it was Oran;.;*' iV'

(Roberl) Eastman; still later, wh<'n this ]>artners!ii|> was
dissolved, Mr. Orange a^aiii became s(de ])ro])ri(^tor, and
so continued until he retired from business, wIkmi he was
succeeded by Ira Clou^h. Mr. Orauiie was a member of

the Common Council in ISC*!, '(»12, '(i;^ and '<!.'"), also belou<j;ed

to the Low<'II Lodi^e of I. ( ). ( >. 1'.. and was a member
and constant attendant of tlie l-'irst I'nitai'ian Society.

In private life he was peculiarly ,u(Miial and c(uii])auiou-

able, and justly held in liiiiii esteem by his numerous
friends and ac(|uaiiitances. lie h^t Lowell about 1872

(twenty-three years aj^o) for Oilmautou, N. II.. where he

])a8sed the remainder of his life.

WILLIAM K. CADY was born November 7th, L82(;,

in \Yo()dstock, Vermont, came to Lowell in March, ls:>.H,

and died October 27th, 1S9-1, a_u"ed (17 years and 11 mouths.

Mr. Cady for many years acted as a<;'ent for J. A\'. Tufts

«!s: Co., soda fountain manufacturers, bein<; i-(^u;ar<led as a

specially-expert salesman, and later had an interest in

the business. In 1883 he retired from active ])ursuits,
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after which he devoted his time to the rare of liis estate

in this eitv. lie never liohl |>nblie office.

ABRAIIA.M KICKSHAW was born in Halifax, En.o-

land, May 13th, 1S(U, came to Lowoll Jnly ]2tli, 1S48, and
died at Franklin Falls, X. II., November 2Srh, 1894, a.^ed

90 years, (> months, and -IT) days.

Dnrino; thirty-tn^^ht of the forty-six y(\ars of his resi-

dence in Lowell Mr. Kershaw was em])loyed in t.lie har-

ness department of tho Lowell ^Linnfacturini;- (\)m]>any,

wherein he accpiired an excellent reputation for his intelli-

,iience and skill in prosecuting this branch of its industry.

In 1884 he retired from active business to enjoy the well-

earned fruits of his labors, and on the 8tli of July, 1892,

he removed to Franklin Falls, N. IL, whoi'e h(^ subse-

quently resided with his daujihter, Mrs. Mary L. ^^impson,

until he died, as above stated, when his rcnuiins were
returncMl to tliis city for interment.

I do not find that Mr. Kersliaw ever held ])ublic

office in Lowell, but he was one of the prime movers in the
original ten-hours au'itation, which tinally resulted so

favorably to the mill operatives, in whom he ahvays took

a strong; interest. IndetMl, it is said that as a self-

i-onstituted rei>rescntativ<' ho personally visited all the
cori)oration a<i(Mits (»f this city, as far l)ack as in the
'fifties," and im]U'essed upon them the necessity for

shorter mill h(»urs. Ib^ also interview^l tlu- treasurers
in I'.oston, and argue<l his case Ix^fore them. Here he
was, without exception, kindly rcM-eived, and v.as said to

be tlu' only ])ron)inent ajiitator anions the W(U-kin«r jieojile

who did not lose his place in < (»nse<|uence of this a;Liures-

sive course. This uioAcment was not of a i)olitical ch;trac-

ter, nor was there at that time- any (U'l^anized effoi't to

achieve the result, which was subsecpiently accom])lished
under the skilifiil marshalshii) of the late General liutler.
How true his instincts in t!ie matter ju-.tved to be, and hov.-
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well his efforts were direeted, was loiii;- ago fully aud

completely shown,

Mr. Kershaw was a man of great ni)rightuess and
integrity of character, and in ])rivate life his jdeasant

and genial disposition endeared him to all whi> came
within his intlnence.

GEOltGE IIEDRICK was born May 2n(1, 1809, in

Hoston, Mass., came to lA)well in Jnly, 1S31, and died

December 2nd, 1894, agt^l 85 years and 7 months.

Mr. Iledrick was, originally, a sign and decorative

painter, being also proficient in ])reparing and ])ainting

silk banners, etc., for the clnbs and societies of those days,

having a special genins and ability for that kind of work.

Naturally musical, he early engaged in the ])iano and

organ trade, which he a(hled to his other l)usiness, ju'o-

viding additional rooms therefor. These he occupied for

many years at what was then known as No. 'Ml Central

Street. Mr. Iledrick was especially fond of the church

organ, and w^as organist at the Free ('ha]»('l, on Middlesex

Street, serving gratuitously for many years in thus pro-

moting the charitable work of that institution. For
years also he similarly assisted in carrying on the Sunday
services at the Lowell jail when under the administrati(»n

of Sheriff Kimball, lie furthermore had much to do

in introducing orgjins into the early churches of this city,

and the surrounding towns, acting as agent for (leorge

vSteveus, organ builder at Oand)i*i(lge, Mass., foi- wh(»m he

had a strong and lifedong jx^rsoiial friendshi]*.

Among Mr. Ih^lrick's most notable achieve. nents was
the obtaining, by a series of subscrii)tions an<l contribu-

tions, the chime of eleven bells for the tower of St. Anna's
Church, one of which he contributed. These bells, Avhich

were accepted and dedicated October 17th, 18r)7, will ever

remain a proud monument of his public spirit and gener-

osity, lie w^is also largely instrumental in procuring and
placing the clock now in the tower (»f the l!ii>h Street
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('hiii'cli. At lli<^ close of the Civil War he was appointed

assistant collector of revenue for ihe United States, under

the late John Nesmith, which office he held tVu- several

years.

Mr. Iledrick was noted for his social qualities of

character and for his love of nature and natural scenery.

He also had a fondness for argument on theological as

well as general subjects, and possessed a vast fund of

information relative to the early history and <>rowtli of

L(»well, together with the prominent citizens of his day;

and, while naturally modest and retirinj^j- in manner, he

was (piick io interest those \v\i\\ wIkuu Ik^ cauie in con-

tact, and ]»osscssed the utmost contidence of all who knew
him. Ml'. lledi-i(dv was one of the last few survivors of

tlie earliest settlers of Lowell.

•lAMKS HOPKINS was born June 18th, 180(), in

Montpelier, N'ermont, came to Lowell in October, 1832,

and died January 2nd, 181)5, ai^ed 88 years, (I months, and
15 days.

Mr. Hopkins commenced his business career at

Greeulield, N. II., wher<', at the a,u<' of 14 years, he was
ap])renticed to a cabinet-maker of that place. After

serving his time (four years) he removed to Boston, where
li(^ work(^d at his trade for two years He was then

engaged by the Dover Manufacturing Tomjtany, at Dover,

X. II., as wood macdiinist, being transferred, at the e^nd

of one year, to the manufacturing department, where he

remained until coming to Lowell in 1832 under an engage-

ment as overseer of weaving in the TrtMuont Mills. Sub-

sequently he was employed in the Lawrence and Hoott

corjiorations, serving as ex]»ert in <'ach of tlie above-

named comitanies, as they severally commenced business.

In 1850 Ml'. IIo])kins was ap]M)inted deputy sheriff,

under Fisher A. Ilildreth, continuing to hold the office,

under the se\<'ral sheriffs snbsecpiently a])])ointed, until
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1871. He also lield the offices of justice of the peace,

coroner of Middlesex Coimtv, constable of the city of

Lowell, United States revenue ganger, assessor for the
city and state, and enumerator for taking the decimal
census and vital statistics of Massachusetts in 1875. He
was also a member of the Common Council in 1812. The
holding of such a record of varied and important offices

is ])r(d)ably vouchsafed to scarcely any otlu^r old resident

of Lowell, and goes far to show the public estimation in

which Mr. Hopkins was held.

While unobtrusive, modest, and gentle in manner,

Mr. Hopkins Avas a man of strong characteristics and

much exe<'utive al)ility, insj)iring the good will and cou-

tidence of all with whom h(^ had eilher business or social

relations. In his domestic life he was ])ossessed of rare

social qualities, always ready witli a kind word and act

for those requiring either, thus soothing and eucouraging

many an otherwise despondent and aching lieart. This

])hase of his character was very beautifully illustrated on

one occasion, when on the death of a ]>rouiinent citizen

and fi'ien<l, in dune, 1881, but whose nauie is not now
recalled, Mr. Ilo]»kins paid a touching tribute to his meuv
ory in the following words, still well remembered, viz.:

" If every oue for whom he has dom^ some kindly act

should bring a blossom to his gi*ave, he would, tonight,

sleep beneath a foi'est of tlowers.'" Mr IIo])kius was a

num of the most sterliug integrity and irreproachable

chai-acter.

LUKE C. DOIXiE was born in North Brooktiel<l,

Mass., A])ril 23rd, 1822, came to Lowell in January,

1847, and died February 28th, age<l 72 years and 10

months.

Mr. Dodge was originally and for many years

em]doye<l by tlie ^ilassachusetts Cotton ]Mills as carpentc^r,

but later engaged in the junk and paper stock business,
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in which he t'outiimed to the time of his deatli. In the

early history of Lowell, and in the old hand-engine days,

he was active in the Fire Department, being a member of

Mjize])pa No. 10 Company. He w^as c<nniect(Ml witli the

Veteran Fireman's Association of the Pentncket Lodge
of Masons, and of the Oberlin Lodge of the L (). (). F.

Dnring the years ISC*;") and '(>(> he served in the Common
Conncil of the city of Lowell. In his bnsiness career and
private life Mr. Dodge was thoronghly npright and hon-

est, and was nniv(n'sally res])ected.

LUTHER KICHAKDS Avas born in Knmney, N. H.,

April 20th, 1817, came to Lowell in November, IS:];"), an<l

died March loth, 18115, aged 77 years and 11 months.

From the year 181.") until 1810 Mr. Kichards had
charge of repairs at the famous powder-mill works of

Oliver M. Whii)})le, one of Lowell's most thriving indus-

tries of that day. In the spring of 1851 he visited Califor-

nia, working nine months in what was known as the

Southern mines in the township of Merced Kivei', when
he returned to Lowell. In 1852 he again embarked from

New York for the same ]>lace in the steamship Daniel

Webster, but in consequence of the wreck of a connecting

steamer on the Pacific coast, and after a delay of forty

days at Panama, he once more returned to LoAv<dl.

In the spring of 1853 Mr. Richards made one more
venture to California, this time engaging in the lumbiT-

ing business in the famous red-wood district, where he

remained until 1850, when he again returned to this city.

In 1857 i\Ir. Richards erected the grist mill of the

Wamesit Power Co. for Mr. S. N. Wood, and subse-

<piently engaged in the business of contractor, mover of

buildings, dc, being noted foi* his superior skill and
excellent judgment in this line of busine^ss. From May
1st, 18()(), to January 1st, 1S73, he served the city to great

acceptance as superinten<lent of streets.
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Mr. Kicliai'ds was a fharter member of William

North Lodjjje (f Masons, a Knight Templar, and also

belonged to Oberlin Lodge, I. O O. F. In private life he

was modest and nnassnming, and in all his bnsiness

affairs, competent, energetic, and reliable.

PAUL HILL was born in P>illerica, Mass., N(>vembtT

23rd, 1815, came to Low<'ll in 1825, when only a lad, and

died March 23rd, 1S1I5, aged 79 years and four months.

Mr. llill began his career in the Lowell mills, aft<'r-

wards entering the emi»loy of the Lodes and Canals <^(»m-

])any nnder Mr. Moses Shattnck, then its sn])erintend<'nt,

the company being at that time unch'r tlic gcnci'al man-

agement and dir<H-tion of Patrick T. Jackson one of the

fonnders of the city of Lowell. At the death of Mr. Shat-

tnck Mr. Hill was made sn])erintendent of these works.

It was in this ])osition that Ik- acipiircd sjx'cial ]»romi-

nence, in conection with the late Jann^s li. T^rancis, and
became known for his snpei'ior engineering skill, indus-

try, and imh^fatigability of cliaractoT'. Among his most
imj)ortant achievements Avere the building (»f the X )i-lh-

ern Canal, the Moody Street feeder, and the numerous
pensto(dvS and canals for the various L<»\vell mills. In

giAing directions to such woi-k, and in the management of

large foi'ces of men, Mr Hill possess(Ml a most remarkable
tact and talent.

In October, 1,S(!.'>, on the comjdetion of soiue of Low-
ell's earlier and most important enterprises in securing

the necessary water-power for its mannfacturing ]tur-

poses, Mr. Hill left the Locks and Canals Com])any to

engage in the state work at Hoosac Tunnel, where h(^ Avas

made sujterintendent, and Avas for several years emidoy(Ml
on the gigantic engineering f(»at of tnnneling the Hoosac
Mountains for a distance of over fonr miles, thns opening
a more direct line of railroad communicatien between the

East and AVest. He also su]>erintende<l the building
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of the (lam on Deei'field River, wliicli supplied a great

^vater-po^^•(M•, and the <'ai)e (\u\ Dike to ])reserve

Cajx' Cod Harbor, heiiii;" appointed a coniniissioner,

Willi Ml'. .lames (iitt'ord, by (iovernor Hnllock, to prose-

cute tiiis work. Mr. Hill afterwards went West and was
enga<>ed on the eonstrnction of the Missouri Kiver Kail-

road, mostly in the line of building' bridges over the Platte

Kiver. I^atin- he ma«le some extensive improvements on

the river near (Ireenfield, Mass. In ])artn{'rsliip with Mr.

John Ellingwoo<l he l)uilt the reservoir for Beverly and

Lynn, and also the Billerica and Bedford branch of the

Boston and Lowell Kailroad, besides being conneided

with several otlier similar enterprises of lesser magnitude.

Mr. Hill was a member of the Lowell Common Coun-

cil in isr)2 and 1854, and of the Board of Aldermen in

IS."")!*. He was also representativ(^ to the State Legisla-

ture in IStJli and '(5;^, but held no other ]»olitical office.

In 1S73 Mr. Hill retired from the more active service

of his life, and settled on a larg(^ farm in Billerica, his

native ]>lace, where lie nMuaincMl until lS9o, when he

retui'ued to tli(^ city of his ado|dion, after Avhich his ser-

vic<'s wei'e sought and (ddained iu sii])erintendiiig the

construction of various ])arts of tli(* Metro])(ditan Sewer
near P>oston, and in the prosecution of which, he man-
ifested all his old-time persistence and energy, although

at so advanced an age.

As will be s(M'n, the career of Mr. Hill was most
remarkable from a business ])oint of view, while socially

he was evei'vwhei-e held iu tlu' higJH'st estimation. He
left a r<M-ord and a name imperishable in llu^ annals of

the history of Lowell.

• FREDLKICK AimO.MAS HOLDLX was born in

East Chelmsford, Mass., now Lowell, August 14th, 1812,

and died March L'Tlli, ISIL"), aged 82 years, 7 months and
^•^ (lavs.
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From this it will be observed thai Mv. Uohleu's resi-

(leuce ill what is now Lowell anteilates its iueorporatioii

as a towu by the i)ei-io<l of fourteen years, making; him

undoubtedly its <ddest, native-born citizen at the time of

his death. My own ae(iuaintance with ^Iv. Ilohhm, I may
also add, extends over a period of nearly sixty-nine years,

locating as 1 did, on my arrival in Lowell, in his immedi-

ate neighborhood. Mr. Il<d<len received his early educa-

tion at a district sch(K»l situated at what is now the corner

of Salem and Pawtucket streets ( which 1 also attended ),

and later was a ])ui)il at the Old Chelmsford Academy for

two or three terms. After leaving the academy Mr. Hid-

den was (employed several years by James and Jonathan

Bowers, pro}»rietors of a saw-mill and lumlx'r yard near

the head of Pawtucket Falls. In 1S3() he <ame into ]»os-

sessiou of a farm in Concord, Mass., where he re^moved

and remained until 184!t, when he returned to Lowell and

entered the service of the l*ro]»rietors of the Locks and

Canals. Here he remained until Jan. 1st, ISDl, wh^n he

retired from active service, having proved a most faithful,

reliable, and eflrtcient servant in the care and management
of the locks of the comi)any, and in regulating the lunghts

of water in the various canals for tlie mills of tlie city.

In private life ^Ir. Holden was modest and unassuming,

and a nu)del of all that ])ertains to a gentlemanly bearing

and kindly instincts.

In this conn«N-tion it may be interesting to note that

the father of the subject of this sketch, Artemas ILdden,

an eminently respectable gentleman, vrho followed the

trade of cooper on Pawtucket Street, in the beginning of

Lowell, was at that time the owner of a farm which
extended from the Merrimack Piver, adjoining what is

now the Frederick Ayer estate, to the present line of

Broadway, and embraced all the land betwi^^n Bowers,
Mt. Vernon, and School streets, and most of the territory

bounded by Fletcher, Cross, Adams, Salem, and Bowers
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streets, iiu-ludiiij;" the entire North Comiuoii and much of

the territory north jukI east of it.

WILLAKl) (\ \VJ]].(MI was born in Canaan, N. H.,

February LMUli, 1S14, came to Lowell, March 17th, 1830,

and died May 12th, 1895, aged 81 years, 2 months, and 11

days.

At the early age of l(i Mr. Welch entered the employ

of the Merrimack Manufacturing Company, where he

remained until 1889, almost fifty years of that time hold-

ing the positi(^n of overseer, which he honored by his great

faithfulness and business ability. With the exception of

his service of two years, ISIT), 184(», in the common coun-

cil, we do not iind tliat he ever held ]»ublic office. Mr.

Welch was a man of most exemplary character, was f(»r

fifty-live years a worthy member of the Worthen Street

Baptist Churcli, and was held in the highest esteem by all.

His death removes another and almost the last of those

whose term of service dates from tlu^ beginning of the

manufacturing era of Lowell, and shows how com])letely

the population of our city has changed during his busi-

ness career.

THOMAS F. RUKGESS was born in Wayne, Maine,

January loth, 1821, came to Lowell in November, 1814,

and died May 12th, 1895, aged 74 years and 4 months.

Soon aftoi' arriving in Lowell Mr. Burgess entered

the employ of the Lowell Machine Shop ror])oration and

commenced the business of pattern-maker. In 1847 he

went to Methuen, Avhere the Essex Company had begun

the ]»relimiiiarv work of founding the manufacturing cen-

tre now known as Lawrence, and went into the service of

that com]>any. Eventually he returned to the Lowell

Machine Slio]), where Ik' nMuained until 1857, when he

went to Thi'ee Rivers, (Ju(4)ec, under an engagement of

Norcross, Philli])s ^c Co., for whom he built a large saw-

mill and had charuje of tlie sanu' until 1859. At this time
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lu' n^aiii rcturiicd to the Lowell Machiiu' Slioj), bciiiu,

inadp forcHiaii of tliat establishment, and leiiiaiiieil, with

some iiitiMTHptiou (Inrinji; tlie time of the southern ndjei-

lion, nntil ISi),"), wlien he emharl>:eil in business tor liim-

self. In ISTI ^ir. lJuriicss was (^ri^aiicd by tlu^ J. (\ Aver

Co., and went into tln^ service of the INnisacola Lnniber

Co., at Molino, Florida, in which J. i\ Aver »S: Co. were the

principal ownei's, wluM'e lu^ remained three oj' four years,

servini;' this comj»any with signal ability and success.

From this time nntil 1SS.'> he was eni;aiLied in lumber

mannfact ui'inLi; on his own acc(»unt, in Pensacola. Mr.

Bnru'ess tlieii a.nain returned to Lowell, and Avas (Uii^a^ed

in his own private business nntil 1801 and 1X\)'2, when he

was once more employed at tln^ Lowrdl Machine Sho]),

where he i)erfeeted an im])roved system for carrvin<j;

nudted iron in the foundry. During 18i>2. while yet con-

nect(^d with the Machine Shop, he superintended tlu^

work of taking out the (dd whe(ds (»f tlie A]t]>letoii

Coiuj)any and substituting- the ])resent turbiiu- wlieels.

In musical matters Mr Burgess was ju-ominent and
efficient. In 1849 he was a nuMuber of the Lowell Brass
Band, led by I). (\ Hall, of ^old bui;le fame, and was for

a time connected with a n^^imental baud durinii- tlie

Rebellion. To him, also, is i^iven the credit of siii;;Liest-

iuo- the formation of the Lowell Jubilee Chorus Society,

organized and mauaui^d by Patrick S. Cilmore in the
sumnun' of iSd!), and from whiidi was oriianized the Low-
ell Choral Society, and of whicdi he was ]>resident in

1870. !!<' was, also, for many years a member and
director of the Shattuck Street I^niversalist Church
choir, as also of various other local musical orijanizations.

Mr. Bnr.o-ess was for years an a<-tive worker for the
Middlest^x Mechanics' Association, beini;', for several
years, on(- of its vice-]>residents, and its S(^cretary from
18(;(; to 187L In isr>r» and 18()7 he was a member of the
Lowell Common Council.
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Ill a word Mr. Rnr^i^ss was a i;<><»(l, active, and

reliable lueiiihcr of society, a man of ]M>sitive convii-tions,

modest, vet linn and consistent in his vi<nvs of the pass-

ing, ([lUNst ions of the day, and eniiiK-ntly jtractical in his

<;eneral character, lie fully enjoyed the contideiice and

estiMMii of all Avho knew him, and his deatli removes from

our midst a most sterlinm' and useful citizen.

The following contributions to th<' library have been

made durinii' the year: ---

Proceedinn's of New llami»shire Historical Society,

ISill to 1S<I4.

The Mauoi' of riiiiipsbur!.:,', ])ublished by VcHikers

Ilisloiical and Library Association.

Kei;('uts' Bulletins, I'liixcrsity of State of New York:

UniNcrsity l^'xtension, March, 1S'.)4; I*]xt(^iision Teachini:;,

July, 1S1I4; Summer Schools, August, lSt)4.

State Legislation, 1S1)4. State Library Bulletin,

University of New York,

The University Extension liiilletin. Summer
]\Ieetin_ii', Historical IMl^riinaue, IMiiladeljdiia, 1804.

Annual l\<^]»ort of tli(» Lniv(M'sity of ( 'alifornia, 1S94.

I'roceediuiis of the Missouri Historical Society, 1S94.

rublicatioiis of the LMiode Island Historical Society,

April, IS*)."-).

Third .\uuual KejKtrt of the Trustees of rublic
Reservations (»f Massachusetts, 1S04.

Copies of the Army ]\Ia,i;aziin' containing' articles by
Uai)tain IMiilip Keade (of Lowell), \\ S. Army.

American Historical Ixej.';"!^' <''% l'roc(N'dini;s and
f\)llections. 1S!)1.

rublicatioiis of Nebraska Historical Society, lSt)4.

Annual b'epoi-t of Xew \\)vk State Library, LS94.

rniversityof New York.

The Story of the i"\{y Hall Commission, Prentiss

Webster, Kditor.
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Notes (HI tlic I)('V('l<»i>iii<'tit of ;i CliiM; rnivorsity of

Califoniia.

Kxcrciscs at llic Dedication (»r a .Memorial Tablet,

Town Hall, Ceiiti-e Saii(h\ icli, N. II.. pi'eseiited by (;eorjr(>

II. Marston.

Celebi-atioii of the One Ihindi'edtli Annivei'sary of

the Incoi'i)oration of Milford, N. II., -Inne '20, 1S04.

Pi-esented by \\'. F. I''i'ench of the town connnittee.

Cataloii'iK^ of Yale Tniversity, 1S1»4 and ISlh").

An it<Mnize(l exhibit of Tlie Ex])ens(»s of the Town of

Lowell for the year ending Febiaiaiw -S, Is:}."*, |)resent<Ml

by ('(d. -I. \y. P.(Miiiett.

Leters of Koi^-ei' Williams to W'int liroji, and also The

Way of the ('hni'c lies of New lOnuIand, beini;- the Profaco

of Thomas ITookei-'s Sni'vey of the Snm of Clnireh

Discipline. Old Sonth Leatlets. Old South Work,

Edwin I). ^Fead.

The ()ri5;inal hnlian Teia-itory. It was in West

A'ii'iiinia. West A'irjxinia Historical Socioly.

The Rise and Dev(do|»ment of the I'icameral System

in America by Thomas I'^'rancis Moran, A. P>., Johns

Hojd<ins rniversily Studies in llistoiical and Political

Science.

The French in America. .\ li*anslation by Edwin
Swift P.ahli and Elise Willin- IJabh of Les Francais

lOn Amei*i(|n<^ pendant la Onerr*' de I/Tnd(^iMMidanc<' des

Etats-Fiiis, pai- Thomas P>alch. l^resented by th«'

ti'anslatoT's. "^Pwo volumes, (doth. Published by Porter

.<c Coates, Philadelphia, 1805.



VI. VhJiHc Monuments of Lowell. Bij Charles Cowlet/,

LL. D. Read Mm/ 21, ISfK',.*

'riio imblic inouumeiits of Lowell are Memorial Hall,

the Ladd and Wliituev cohimii, and the statue of Victory;

all wtandini;- near the City Hall,

The modest shaft, whicli conniKMiiorates Luther C.

Ladd and Addison (). Whitney, stands twenty-seven and

a half feet hiiih. It was inlended to bear — and it will

hear --- favorable coniiuirison wi(h the monuments previ-

ously erected at Acton, Concord, and Lexington, to

commemorate certain nnm and events of the Revolution.

As Ivev. Dr. Clark said, in his funeral sermon on Ladd
and Whitney, ''1 lencefortli I he heroes of Concord, I^ex-

int;ton, liunker Hill, and Baltimore, shall blazon toi^ether

on the ]»a_ii(^s of their country''s history, like stars in the

lla^' whose honor they <li(Ml to ujthold."

Whih' many commissiouiMl otiicers of the army and

navy deserted to the enemy in ISIIl, (lie non-commis-

sioned otiicers and ])rivat(^s, alike on land and sea,

adhere*! to the Cnion with a steadfastness wliich oui;iit

not to !h» for<^(>tt(Mi. Ladd and \\'hilney were private

s(ddi(M>, ty]»ical \'olunteers; and tlie uionuuient which

bears their names nuiy be r<'jj,ar(le!l, in some seus(\ as

(•oiiiiii(Miiora1i\-e of all the volunteers, amoui; whom they

were 1 lie lii'st to fall.

This monument was buill of Concoi-d (N. II.) i:,ranite

by IJiiuels, Chiui^h «S: Com]iany of Lowell, iiudei- the dircH'-

tion of a doini Slate and Cily Commission, at a cost of

about ^ir»()(). The Conimouwealt h a]»]>ropriate(l -i^lMKK)

for this piii-pose, and the city paid the resi<lue. It was
desioiK^d by AA^xxlcock c^ Meecham of Boston.

* I'leviniisly read before B. F. Butler Post, G. A. R., m Mcmoria! Hall, aiul subsequently read

before tlie Dahlgren Association of Naval Veterans, and before tlic Farragut Camp of the Sons of

Veterans.
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It was not orioiiially intended to bnry the remains of

Ladd and Wliituey beneath this monument; they had

already been interred in the Lowell Cemetery. Aceord-

ing- to the orii^inal ])lan the longer bars of the cross, or

plinth, on which this cohimn stands, were to have been

placed across the lot, with the inscriptions facinii; east and

west; bnt this was afterwards chaniied; and there can

now be no (h)nbt tliat the chan;L;(^ was a wise one.

A cryi)t was built under the westerly end of the cross,

and the body of Whitney was ])laced there. Anotlier

crypt was built under the easterly end of the ci-oss, and

the body of Ladd was ])laced there. '^Phc lieads of the cof-

fins lie towards Moody Street. The coats woi-n by Ladd
and Whitney when they fell in Baltinior(% are Y)reserved in

Memorial Hall.

The public a]>preciation of the ])rivate soldier was
accentuated at the dedication of this monument, June
17, 18()5, when the (Joxeruor and ( '(Uunuinder-in-Ohief

aj^peared u|»on tlie scene and related in <;lowin_i;- words
the story of th(^ humble lives of these youuei men, and
ennobh^d them as members of the "sublime Peerage of

Virtue."*

The oration of Governor Andrew, though juepared

\\ hen uiany other duties were pressing heavily uj)on him,

was a noble contribution to tlu' war literature of I^owell.

Of uuniy ([notable passages I can here transcribe but one.

Referring to that great Aveek when Massachusetts rose up
at the sound of tlie cannona<le of Sumter, the \Var

(lovernor sai<l:

" It redeemed the meanness and the weariness of

many a pi-osaic life. It was a revelation of ju-ofound

sentiment, of manly faith, of glorious fidelity, and of a
love stronger than death. Tliose were days of which
none other in the history of the war became the parallel.

* Cowley's History of Lowell, pp. T77 anil 178; Hanson's History of the Sixth Regiment'

PP- 343-349.
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And when on the evenini>- of the anniversary of the battle

of Lexington, there came tlio news ah)ug the wires that

th(^ Sixth Jxeginient liad been rnttiug its way throngh. the

streets of ]'>aUiniore, whose pavements were reddened by

the blood of Middlesex, it seemed as if there descended

into (»iir liearts a mysterious strength, and into onr minds

a siijHMnal illumination."

The (piotation on the monnment, from the ''Samson

Agonist PS " (»f John Milton, was selected by Governor

AndreAv: —
"Nothing is here for grief, nothing for tears, nothing to wail,

And l<nock the breast, no weakness, no contempt,

Dispraise or hlanie, hut well and fair.

And what may quiet us in a death so noljle."

The moral lesson symbolized by this monument is

the duly and the beauty of self-sacritice; it is the old

lesson of the Cross of Calvary, — old, indeed, yet forfner

ncNN --- uiiicli has ti-anshgurcd human liistoi-y more and
more Tor eighleou hundred years.

In this mouunu'nt tlu^ cross a]i]iears, not erect, but

i-('(uud)ent, ami in one of its less familiar forms. It is a

<ir(M'k, and nol a Latin cross. "The symbol of the inter-

secting bars was enough for the Greek,"* and surely the

cross is not an inai)])ro])riate symbol for the graves of

thoso whom (ioNcruoi- Andrew ciilogi/.ed as having put
on the ci'own of mai-lyrdom, " nun-c ANorthy than a

lnnidr(>d mortal diadems."

Oliver A\'en(l!'ll llolnics, writing (»n another occa-

sion, expressed \Nitli tine felicity the sentiments which
raised t liis iiionument :

---

"lake them. ( i Kailifrl in innnortal trust,

Ashes to ashes, dust to kindred dust,

Till the last angel roll the stone away,

/\nd a new morning bring immortal day." t

Tt has been the custom of the (Jrand Army of the

liepublic, commencing in ISGcS, tc) decorate this monu-
* Smith's Dictionary of Christian Antiquities, article " Cross."

+ r)eiHcatiiin oi I'ittstieM ( 'enieterv.
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iiient 1111(1 to gather aroiiiid it for special services on

Memorial Day. The monition of the autlior of the Battle

Hymn of the K(^i)nblic is not likely to be forgotten so long

as any veterans of the war survive in Lowell: —
" Remember ye the fateful gun which sounded

To Sumter's walls from Charleston's treacherous shore.

Remember ye how hearts indignant bounded

When our first dead came l)ack from Baltimore." *

l,n ISCtT the Ladd and AVhitiiey inonnment was sup-

plemented by the statue of Alctory, the gifl of l>r. James

O. Ayer. t The fitness of tlie combination of the two

impressive symbols at once becann^ a]»parent to every

one wiio liad learned the ])riniary fact that in Art, as in

Keligion, the cross stands for self-sacrifice, and the crown

foi' the gi'<'at reward which self-sacrifice brings. Hut in

1804, strange to say, it was ]>ro])osed by certain persons,

unmindful of this ]u-imary fa( t, that the statue and

crown of N'ictory should be sei»arated from the cross of

sacrifice, and removed to another i>lac<\ It was sug-

gested by "gardeners" that the Ladd and Whitney

monument and the statue (d \ictory were " not architec-

turally sympathetic," and that, 'Mo feed the esthetic

sense," tliey should be se]>a rated. But this ]tro])osal

provoked general opposition and failed.

I

The cross in the uKUiument and the crown in the

haiul (»f the statue are com])]einental to (\ich oilier. Or,

as Mr. F. F. Ayer wrote, "Stone and statue together

make the monuuKMit. Tear them apart, and the sullen

ledge is robbed of its insi)iratioii."^

In ancient times, statues of gods and goddesses, re])-

resenting the human form in its greatest beauty and per-

fection, were highly prized, and none more than the

* Julia Ward Hiiwe's " l.:<ter Lyrics," p. -.•<).

t Cowley's Ui^tnry <>i I .nw :11, pp. 201, ,111. 1 -.m'i: C'>\v\ey\ Reminiscences of James C. Ayer,

pp. 98 and yv.

I Webster's Story of the I uy Hall t'oiiimi>-siou, iiiclinliiii; the K.vercises at the Laying of the

Corner Stones and the Dedication of ihr City tLiIl and Memorial Hall, p. 2;i. Daily Courier of

June V'. 1894.

§ Letter of F-'rederu k V. Ayer, F.sq., ami other letters m the Courier of July 5, 1S94.
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statiio of tlic (Ji'cok <i()<ld<^ss Nike or Victory. Slio was

cjonerally vepvcseiitpd with ^^illl;•s, to denote tli<' (ickleiiess

«)f fortune. Athens, however, liad a tcnipic of Nike

showinii; this ^^oddoss witlionl wini;s, to iiidicale that

Victory had come to Athens (o slay. Slic \\as also i'e])re-

sented with a wreath oi- tloral crown, and a ]<alin brancli.

As herald of victory she also bore the wand of Ilcrcnles.*

It is worth reiiuMuhcrini; that those luoiiiiiiicnts

stand for the Lowell that was, in the e])ocii of the civil

war ---an ejxxli full of heroism, Cnll «d* i)at riot ism, full of

!>athos, and full of history. Tlu^v d(^ser\e to 1m' respected

because they represent the Lowell of the ])as(. They

ha\e iiratitied th<^ taste of distinguished visitors whom
we shall see no uiore. (Jraiit, b'arragnt, Sheridan, and

other generals and admii-als (»f the Republic gazed witli

satisfaction on these monuments. So did Lord Chief

Jnstice ('(deridge, the (Jrand Duke Ahi-xis, and other men

of note from abroa<l. The Mar<iuis of Lome, visiting

Lowell while (Toveruor-General of Canada, saw in the

Ladd an<l Whitney column a monument which will bear

com])arison witli that which the (^)ueen, his royal mother-

in-law, erected at Constantinople to the memory of her

soldieis and sailors who fell in the Crimea. Let us cher-

ish those nuMiiorials of the ]>ast, and U(»t dispjir.ige 1heni

because tlun' are not of the ])assing hour. If my counsel

could avail, I wouhl remove the Liberty lN»le which now

distignres Ladd and Whitney riac(% and substitute for

the fence which now suri-ounds it, an oi-nate military

fence, with cannon for ]»osts and riHe-barrels foi- iiicdvots.

Moreover the sidewalk around it should be rec(»nsiructed

and made nniform with that around the City llall and

Memorial Hall. Nor shouhl Lad<l and Whitney Place be

left in utter darkn(^ss while those lialls are abla/e with

electric liirht.

*Seyffert's Dictionary of Classical Antiquities, aiticle " Nice," and Menard's " Mytholoji"

dans I.'Art, p. 20.
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The purpose to (n-ect a suitable memorial of the sol-

diers and sailors of Lowell who fell in the war for the

('iiioii, was forinod even before the war had closed; but

more than twenty years elapsed before that purpose took

definite shape. On the fifteenth of April, 1S87, at a joint

meetinii' of the committees appointed by the three Grand
Army jtosts to make arrangements for ^Memorial Day, on

motion of Lieutenant Edward W. Thompson, it Avas

recommended that the three posts appoint a joint com-

mittee to take such ste])S as they might deem expedient

to secure the erection of a soldiers' and sailors' monument.
That recommendation was adopted, and such a committee
was ai)pointed. On May !), 1S87, Edward W. Thompson
was chosen chairman, O. ^L ('ousens secretary and
Oharles II. (N)l)urn tr(^as\irer of this Orand Army
( 'ommittee.

On May 24, and again on .July ."), ISST, meetings of

this committee were held, and the kind of monument to

be erected, as well as the ways and means Avhereby it

should be erected, were discussed.*

The (piestion whether the ])ro])ose<l monument should

be an obelisk or a building was submitted by a circular

to about six hundred re])resentative men, and the answers

were three to one in fav(U' of a building.t

It was determiiKMl to imite the c(»-o|»erati(»u of those

who had not personally j>ai-tici])ated in the war; and on
November 29, ISST, a i»ublic nu'eting was held at the call

of the (irand Army Commit tee, which was attended by sol-

<liers, sailors and civilians, and which resulted in the

appointment of Ilenjamin F. IJutler, Frederic T. Green-
lialge, diarh-s A. Stott, John J. Donovan, Josiah G. Pea-

body, James W. Fi'ancis, James (\ Abbott, C. A. R. Dimou,
lli^y. A. St. John (^lambre, 1). D., Rev. Michael O'Brieu,

* See Lowell newspapers of May lo, May 25, and July 6, 1887.

t Hon. (ieorge A. Marden stated at the first cainjifire of the O. A. R. held in Memorial Hall,

tliat the first suggestion of a buildin>; rather than a shaft was made by tlie author of this paper.
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Kev. Smith Baker, D, D., Hex. George X. Howard, Cliarles

Cowley, Joliii Welch, II. ^f. Jacobs, C. 11. Ivicliardsoii,

Freeman R. SiK^hl, A. A. I>avis and \V. A. Stimsoii, as a

Citizens' Committee. On December 4, 1SS7, this Citizens'

Committee appointed a snb-committee consisting of

James B. Francis, A. St. John Chambre, Josiah Cr. Pea-

bodj, Michael O'Brien, and Charles Cowhw. Mr. Francis

resigned; the other fonr gentlemen worked out a ]»lan and
reported it to the Citizens' Committee, which adopted it.

On May 12, ISSS, a ])ublic meeting in Jackson Hall, called

by the chairman of tlu^ (Jrand Army ( 'oiiiiiiittee,

nnauimonsly ado])ted this r(^i»ort.

Finally, at a meeting h(dd in Huntington Hall on the

evening of Memorial Day, ISSS, tilling the hall to its

ntmost capacity, IJev. Dr. Ciiambi-e submitted resolutions

for the ado])tiou of this report, which passed unani-

mously.* The re]»ort was tlu'U presented to the <Mty

Council in the form of a ]H't it ion, and tlie (Mty Council

referi-ed it to the City ITall Couiuiissi(»n with full powei'

to ]»roceed to erect a memorial hall, with the pro\isi(»n

that a ]iart of it should be used by the (Hy Libi'aiy.t

The fact that the City Libi-ary was in urgent need ef

am])ler accouiiuodati(»us led to a popular agitation to sup-

ply that want. Nat urally enough, the iwo nn)vements
were soon blended in one; and the result is that, like the
nativ(- town of riiillips Brooks and several otluM' New
Englaml towns, Lowell now has a Hall which, as that

lamented ])relate would say, is a Memorial liall of the
soldiers and sailors of Lowell who died for tlunr conntry,

*Sec Lowell iieuspapers ..f Nov. 30, and Dec. =;, ,887, .iinl May i :; and ;!. 188S.

t This petition appears in full on pages 92 and o_; ot Webster's St.iry of the City Mall Cmi-
niission; but the date of it was 188S, and not 18S3. In the first line of the petition, the sixth woid.
"at," IS omitted, destroyin- the sense. In tlie second line ..f llie third paragraph, the word.
" regular," should be " irregular."

The estimate of the cost of the Memorial liuildmg subnnttcd m this pctitim, was b.ised on
an estimate of the amount of space required for the library, which the City librarian, in behalf of

the Trustees, submitted to the Citizens' Committee. As the latter estimate was ailerwards greatly
increased, the cost of the building was also greatly increased.
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and also a means of culture and education for llie city to

wliicli they l)elon<4-ed. The Hall is consecrated to their

meiuoiy and to the city's best uses. It is a Memorial Hall

and a Library Hall at once.*

The cost of this buildini; was flT0,2r)li.2(). U ^vas

designed by F. W . Stickney, architect, of Lowell, and was

opened (»n the third day of June, 1803. On that day many
of the snrvivini^- veterans of Lowell met npon the South

Common, marclie<l to Memorial Hall, and dedicated it in

(ii-and Army form. Then they sei»arate<l, ]irobably to

meet no moi-e as a body till they mi^i^i at the last reveille.

l*erha|»s the most striking- feature of the proeession

was that ]>resented by the suivivors of the Abbott (Irays,

led by Colonel Francis; almost every one of whom had

been wounded in battle once or t^^ic(^ an<l some of them

three or four times. Efforts were nuide l(» catch ujton the

camera the ]>assin<i,' forms; bnt, exce]»t in the case of the

Naval J>attalion, all these efforts failed.

The dimensions of the particular a]>artmeul whicli,

in a sj»ecial sense, is called Memoi-ial Hall, ar(^ as follows:

lenoth, i\:\ feet; breadth, 53 feet; heiiiht, 40 feet.

The City Hall was desii;ned by Merrill & Cutler, archi-

tects, of Lowell, and cost -f374,200.GT. It measures bnt a

fraction less than 133 feet on Wortheu Street, and 128 feet

on Merrimack Street. Both these bnildiniis are four

stories h\<x\\, and the people are well pleased with them.
I'here is no part of Lowell so ritdi in historical asso-

ciations as that where these moimments and the new
City Hall pres(Mit themselves to view. Every street in

this vicinity recalls sonn^ local historic name — Dntton,
named from A\'ari'en Dntton; Worthen, named from Ezra
Worthen; (N)ll)nrn, named from Warren Colbnrn; Moody,
named from l»aul Moody; l»rince, named from John D.
Prince; and Merrimack, named from the noble river which

*See Bishop Brooks' Address at the Dedication nf Memorial Hall, Andover, Mass., May 3c,

1S73, in his " F.ssays and Addresses," pp. 283-299.
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rolls by the mills ol" Loucll. All these men exee]»1 Diitton

once had hoiiu^s near here.

The (Jreen (iraniniar Scliool, on the (»j»|Mtsite side oi'

Merriniaek Street, marks the site (»!' the lii-st place of wor-

ship of sex'eral dilTei-ent c«»ni;re<4at ions. Tlie ediiice

adjoining' this sciiool is of ]»ostd)ellnni orii^^in; bnt the

First Coni;i-e!4at ional ('hnrcli, which worsliij»s there, has

noble names foi- the tabh-ts in Menioi-ial Hall.

On the site of (he Merrimack llonse once stood the

dwellino-honse of lO/a-a Woi-then, afterwards occn]>ied for

a time by A\'ari-en Colburn. At tlu^ sonth westerly corner
of Merrimack and Dntton streets Kirk T.oott dropi»ed
dead from his chaise. The impress of !iis hand may still



iO() OLD KESIUENTS" HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

be traced upon JA)well, althougli for nearly sixty years he

has been sh'ei)ing the long sleep amid the shades of Mount
Auburn, At the northeasterly corner of the sanu- streets,

where the Gate House now stands, stood the ]>latforni

from which Josiah G. Abbott, Linus Child, William S.

t!?onthworth and Taj^pan Wentworth addressed the great

mass meeting of Mny 11, ISGl. The chairman of that

meeting was Isaac Hinckley, agent of the M<n-rimack

Manufacturing Gomi»any, and father of Cajitain Wallace
Hinckley, a name for th(- tablets in Memorial Hall.

Judge Abbott, anu>ng other things, said: "^^ Now is

the last time in the world for us to feel in the slightest

degree gloomy or despondent. Why, gentlemen, we may
spend money — Avhat of it? We may spend millions of

money — what of it? Our good men and our true men
may hiy (h)wn tlieir lives upon the altar; and h't me say

tliat all who lay down their lives, sell their lives most
truly and most gloriously. If we do si>en(l our treasure,

are all better than we were four Aveeks ago; wv lune been
educated within three weeks, more than in I he piping
times of ]>ros]K'rity and peace. We needi^l this thing to

show us that we had a country, to make us believe in that

country, to make us believe that it was otir duty to di(^ for

if we do spend our blood, today the people are bett(n-; we
that country; to lay down our lives, if our country
demanded the saci-itice."*

Tlu'se were burning \V(U-(ls, and th<-y weic accentu-
ate<l by the fact that three of Judge Abltotr's sons — all

that wei-e old (Plough for military service--- liad already
A-olunteered for the war, and tAVO of these, a few days
lalei-, in SL Anne's diurch, knelt with their mother at
their last coinmnnion! What a subject for a iKsinting for

Memorial Hall! Such a picture would toucli the hearts
of visitors foi- ag(^s to come, and ])rolong the memorv of

* Lowell Daily Courier, May 15, 1861
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the high consocration with whicli tlie fathers and mothers

of our heroic age sent fortli their sons for the defence of

the Union.

Standing on the bridge b<4()\v the Gate House,

looking north, yon behohl the ((niibination of a running

stream, grassy banks, beautiful sliade-trc^es ami a street

on either side, and an ivy-clad cotton mill with a belfry

in the background — a view of which I know not where to

find a parallel, except, perhaps, in Kotterdam or Venice.

Crossing Merrimack Street from the (late House, you

enter Huntington Hall, which so often resounded with

the eloquence of the orators of the war; and the dingy

depot below, where many a departing soldier and sailor

received from those whom he loved best, a tendei', a tear-

ful, and, as it too often proved, an eternal farewell.

A little further down, you ])ass the old City Hall,

where the (Mty Council sat during those four terrible

years; standing vis-a-vis with St. Anne's Church and its

storied chime of bells, which so often sounded notes of

gladness or of sorr<»w, from the bombardment of Fort

Sumter to the return of the Southern Bishops to the

National Convention of the Church.

Meri'imack Str<>et itself, with the lofty trees that once

stood at intervals on either side of it, is rich in associa-

tions with the war. But only those who spent the war-

time here, can tell you how often those trees, like the elms

of Ardennes, have " dropped their tears in dew-droi:)S over
the unreturning brave;" or how often, along that street,

amid draperies of sable, muffled drums have beaten ---

'' Funeral marches to the grave."

The use of the lower ]»art of Memorial Hall for the

purposes of the City Library during the two last years,

has shown a growing appreciation among the people of

the great value of this collection of books. There is also

a growing feeling that Memorial Hall should contain

more than books. Choice specimens of Painting, Scul]>-
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tiire, and particularly of Photography, have already

enriched the library, and more are to come.

If my counsel could avail, 1 would liather aud pre-

serve here specimens of the rocks unchn'lyinp; the city for

the benefit of any future Silliiuan, Agassiz, Hitchcock or

other geolojuical stud(^nt who might ]>ursue his researches

here; also a cabinet of local luineralogy, and illustrations

of local natural history. Whatever has value as illus-

trating the ])ast history of this ])lace, should find quarters

hei'e. Only in a ]»ublic instiiution, under permanent
numagers, can such vestiges of the ]>asi bt^ long preserved.

Forty years ago, Oliver M. A\'hi])ple showed me at his

house a I'emarkable collection of curiositi<^s, many of

which have been scattered since his (h'ath, though, j^er-

liai)s, some of them might even now be recovered. Besides

arrow-heads, tomahawk-heads, knives, human bones, and
other relics, such as are coiuiuonly fouud in an Indian

museum, ^Ir. Whi]»ple showed lue some very rare proofs

that if the Indians of this region Avere themselves ignorant
of the use of co])per, they were in communication with
others (dsoAvhere who were not. For he showed me copper

beads which he had found, consisting of suuill ]>ieces of

plate copper, bent over a string, which liad, doubtless,

adorned the neck of soiue dusky beauty of the forest; the

copper itself having ])robab]y be(ui brought from the

mines in the region of Lake Superior, which, as we now
know, were worked long before the discovery of America.
The Indians of the Merrimack were in communication
with those of the St. l^awi-ence ajid the Imlians of the St.

Lawrence with the Indians of Lake Superior.

But in Memorial Hall pre-eminence should be given

to relics of the war — pictures of battles and battlefields,

of ships and sea-fights, of officers who led, and men who
fell in the bloody struggle. Sonn^ of the clothes they

wore, some of the arms they carried, should also find a

place in this \'alhalla. The time is coming wdien Memo-
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rial Hall will bo foinul to servo all those iisos, and ])orlia])S

other uses also.* Koyond tlio iiaiiio, Moiiiorial Hall, this

edifice is, as yot, without an insori]»tion. Tho proper

place for an inscription is occnpiod In a ]>lato containinii;

the names of the coninnssionors iindei- whoso diroclion it

was erected. That ius('ri])tion should Ix^ removed to tho

inside, and in its jilaco should be inscribed sonio such

words as those, spoken by Henry Ward l!(MM-hor in Fort

Sumter, April 14, lS(;r>:---

"To the officers and men of tlio Army and Navy, who
have so faithfully, skilfully and liloriously, u])held their

country's authoi-ity by sulT(M-iuLi-, labor aiul sublime coui--

age, we offer a heart-tribnie bey(»U(l the ('(nn])ass of

words."

Tho tlai;' upon ^lomoi-ial Hall has not yet been Ji]»plied

to its fittest use. ,Vs often as one of our war veterans

passes away — and they are dying almost daily -- that fiag

should be set at half-mast, announcing the event, and
reminding us that in a few years the last veteran will

pass over to the majority, and that Hag be thus h:', If-

masled for the last time.

"To pass through Memorial Hall day aftei- day, to

read the names u])on the tablets, to look upon the por-

traits of the heroes, is a perpetual call to patriotism."

These words of Bishop Lawrence will soon, 1 ho])e, be as

applicabh' to our Memorial Hall as to that of Harvai'd
College, of which they were spoken. In the same sermon
from which they are quoted, the I»ishoi) states that he
keeps the Harvard Memorial l>iograi)hies always stand-

ing on the shelf at his right hand, m-xt to the Tdble; so

that in any hour of discouragement, he may dii> into

them, and catch soim» of their noble resolve.t

"The sons of Harvard, falling ere their prime,

Leave their proud memory to the coming time."

* See a paper on the Uses of Memorial Hall, in the Moniinc Mail rf N'.)v. ^o. iS

t Baccalaureate sermon at Appletoii ("hapel, H.irvari.1 University. June 17, 18)4.
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Some of these " .sons of Harvard " were also sons of

Lowell, and whosoever reads their Memorial Biographies

will find in IIkmii, as in Memorial Hall, a perpetnal

inspiration and a ])(M']»otual Snrsum Corda.

My topie being ])nblic monnmeuts only, I do not now
speak of pnblie benefa<-1ions having no monnmental char-

acter, such as the Lowell (reneral Hospital and the Aver
Home for Young Woiikmi and Children; nor of the memo-
rial windows in our churches; nor of private monuments,
of which thert^ are some very tine ones in our cemeteries.

But it is not always easy to draw the line between private

and ]>ublic monuments. Tlie Talbot Memorial Chaj^el in

the Lowell (Vmetery ]»artakes largely of a ]uiblic char-

acter, and its nse on funeral occasions will, doubtless,

increase more and mort^ as its Illness for such functions

becomes better a]ipreciat(Hl.

In close coufiguily to (his bcautiCul clia]Hd are the

marble mouuincuts erected ]>y .ludge Abbott to the

memory of his lamented sons, one of wliom fell at Cedar
Mountain, the other in the \\'ilderness. These and other
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sons (»r Lowell wci-c in tlic mind of 15. \\\ Hall, when, in

187<>, ho sanu the sonu of her .Iiihiico: ---

" Beneatli her *
'aiTij)i) Santd's shade,

Lulled by its gentle river,

Her youthful braves are sleeping well

After life's fitful fever."

The int('llii;ont \islloi- to onr Ncci-ojtolis cannot fail

ro bo ini])rosso(l hy tlio i-nniicd bowldor, willi tlio symbol

of Salvation on oitlior sido of it, which marks tho lot of

Oolonol B. F. ^yatson of tho historic Sixth iloiiimont, wilh

(ho Cross of < 'onstantino (a raro symbol now) \yiniX at the

.iira\(' of his wif<\ Anothor strikini; bowlder, bron<;ht

from tho seashore at ( Jloncosloi- to the ^i-a \c of Dr. Stroot,

recalls his fondness foi* iLi'ooloiiical imjuirios, whilo tho

opon Bibh^ lyini:,' thor(^on recalls that which was his liiiido

in life and his cons(dation in dealli.

(io\'ei'noi' Talbot has a noble monument of Westerly

<i,ranite, sni'iiioiinted by a marble stat ueof Memory monrn-

iui>'. Anothoi* statue of iMomory occu})i(^s an imi)orial

position n])on a towerin;Li- shaft on the h»l of Mr. Fro(b'rio

Ayor. But wIkm'o shall anytliini;- bo found oom])arablo.

from a scul])iural viow-jtoint, with tho nol)lo lion, chis-

ollod in Carrara marblo by ^Ir. A. lUniee Joy, which
guards tln^ gi-avo of Jamos (\ Ay<'r? His face woars an
expression of ]>rofouml gravity, a]>j»roacliing even to sad-

ness; and sonu' hav(^ called him tho weeping lion. He is,

apparently, absorbed in mournful nu^ditation befitting

the ''City of the Dead;" luit thoi-o is no anguish in his

kingly face, such as seems to wring the heart of his

sculptural luogenitor, tlio famous Lion of Lucerne.

I'osrsciiFi'i.

At the time of reading tho foregoing ])ap(n' I had not

visited the new Public Library of Boston, which contains

two monuments eminently worthy of honorable mention

hero. 1 I'ofer. of course, to the noble lions, car\'ed in
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Sieuiieso marble, nionnted, oue on the right, the other on

the left, of the (jrand stairs. Tliese monuments were

erected in honor of the Second and Twentieth Regiments

of Massachusetts Volnnteer Infantry, and in remem-

brance of the gallant officers and men who fell in their

raidcs, among whom were the two Abl)otts and others

w!it»s(' names will one day be inscrilxMl on the tablets in

^Memorial Hall. They wen^ ])r(^sented to the city of IJos-

ton by tho survivors and friends of those regiments, both

of whicli displayed in the field such leonine qualities that

]>erha])S no titter hgurc tlian those marble lions could

have been selected to typify their character. To me they

recalled at once the famous epita]>h which I had read,

tliirly years before, over the grave of Tonce de Leon in

('uba, and which may be Englished thus:---

" Here lies one who was a lion \>y name anil a lion liy nature."

Since this i)aper was read }>etitions have bt^en i>re-

sented to the Legislature for the erection of a bronze

equestrian statue of Cieneral IJutler in lioston, and it is

said the (leneral's children will soon place a statue^ of

him over his itrave in the Ilildreth Oenieterv in Lowell.





%

CLEVELAND J. CHENEY.



VJI. Biographical Sketch of the Life of CJeveJavd J.

Chenei/^ hi/ James Frtntcis. Head at the Annual

Meeting, Maij 'Jd, iSilH.

CLEVELAND JEFFEKSON (^IIENEY was born in

Deerinjj;', N. H., February 2()tli, 1S23, and died August

lltli, 1895, at the ivj^i^ of 72 years, 5 months and 22 days.

He was one of a lariL^e family of children, singularly

healthy, of good ]»liysical developnunit, and eomnience<l

life as a farmer. His means of education were those

afforded by the couutry school, and 1h^ was as well edu-

cated as the average youth of his time. He was fond of

mechanics, and devoted himself lo all sorts of devices

requiring skill and genius in this direction, and was the

son selected to mend tlu^ plough, the rake, and all the

farming implements with which li<^ had to do, in this

respect showing himself to be an uncommonly bright and

promising lad. At the age of 19 years he came to Lowell

and obtained employment in one of the card rooms of the

Massachusetts Cotton Mills, where he remained about

five months. Not finding this occui)ation to his taste, he

left for Boston, where lu^ began the trade of a car])enter,

working on the docks and wharves, re])airing and con-

structing them, <lriving piles, etc., etc. For six months

he remained at this work, serving under good and skillful

men, this experience and training proving of the greatest

value to him in all his subseipient business life.

While in Boston young Clumey join(Ml one of the fire

companies which handled a tub with brakes worked by

man i)ower, and during this time built for himself a very

respectable sail boat. He was an active ]Kirticipant in

all sorts of manly sports.
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Ill Uic si)riiii4 <»1" 1S44, at the ai;i' of 21, youuj; (Mieiiey

returned to Lowell, coiitiiniing liis trade of earpenter, in

the coiistnictioii of dwelliiiLi liouses, and pnrsniiii;- other

similar work. May ;>lst, 1S4T, he entered the ('ni]>lo_v-

nieiit of the Proprietors of the Loeks and Canals on

Merrinnu k liiver, wliere he rcMuained until Deeeniber 1st,

1S!I4, failhfullv serviii;^- this conipany for a i>eriod of 47

years and (i nioiiths.

From .May :nst, 1S47, to September I'C.tli, ISt;:*,, Mr.

Cheney was nmh^r th«^ immediate supervision of Paul

Hill, then the superintendent of the Loeks and Canals

Company. Durinj;- that period Mr. Clieney was emidoyed

on many iin]>ortant jobs of work, his skill and industry, aa

a carpenter and mechanic, i>lacin<jj him at the head of hia

codaborers. He was invariably found where the work

was th(^ hardest and most difficult to i)erforin. In 1847

lu- worked on the framin.u for the new bridiies over the

XortluM-n Canal, whi<4i were bein.ii' constructed. He
assisted in ]nittinj;' in the sheet ])ilino- in the banks of the

same canal, for the ]n-otection of the Tremont iSc Suffolk

foundalions. in 184S he built the house now occni)ied by

the i!;ate keeper, situate<l on S(diool Street, near the head

of the Northern Canal, lie was eni>aiied on the conatrnc-

tion of the Moody Street Feeder in 1848, and in the j?en-

eral work of the coin])any u]) to September ^ntli, 1863,

when he succeeded Paul Hill as su]>erintendent.

Mr. Cheney was well (pialitied for this new position.

He was ]»hysically very strong-. He was about 5 feet 10

in(dies tall, broad shouldered, with ])rominent and well-

])ro])ortion(Ml features.

Duriuii' winter months, I he handlin_u: of the ice which

accumulates in the canals involves much labor. Mr.

Cheney was always attentive to this work, and at the post

of duty, (dearinj:: the canals of ice, oftentimes in the dead

of ni<;ht, with the tem]>erature below zero. During the



SKETCH OF THE TJFE OF ('[.EVP^LAXD J. CIIKXEV. 11")

warm soasoii In* \\'()iilil 1»(' found witli liis foi-cc of lucu,

in the canals on Sundays and ludidays, at times wlien the

water could be di-a\vu olT, makini; mM-cssary r(^]»airs,

enlargements, <4c. In 1871 lie su]tei-inteHded the recon-

struction of th(^ guard gales of the Tawtucket ranul, and

fitted on the hydraulic lifts. This was massive and ditli-

cnlt W(»rk, especially so as the foundation had ti» he con-

strncted at night and ou S\indays, in a way that ^^(>uld

permit the tlow of water through the woi'k during mill

Innirs. The tempoi-ary gati^s, \\'hicli \\'ere jilaced n]>

stream above the ])ermam'nt gal<^s, to admit and regulate

the water, were well ai"rang<'d. Tlie gates, masonry, and

hydraulic lifts were designed by the (diief engineer, Mr.

James R. Francis, but ^Ir. CIkmuw had iiunu'diate charge,

and showed great skill in his arrangements for the exe-

cution of the whole work.

In 1875 and 187<> Mr. Cheney had charge of the work

of reconstructing a large ]»ortion of Pawtucket Dam, from

the (treat Kocdc, so-calh^d, to the Dracut sli(»re, in >\hich

over 400 men were employed, during a large ]>arl of tlu^

time. Mr. Cheney received, and was entitled to, much
praise for his services in handling and in the execaition

of this work. The structure is 20 feet thick at the bot-

tom, and built of solid rubblcMuasonry, with a substantial

facing of ashlar work, the beds and joints of which were

gronted, cours«^ by course, with Portland cement withont

san<l. James R. Francis' record of this A\'ork says,

" With the exception of one ]dace, called tlu^ ' Deep Place,'

the-ashlarwork on the face of tln^ dam rc^sts on rock ledge,

which was cut in ste|»s to receive it. In the ' Dei^j)

Place,' for abont 100 feet in length, the bottom of the dam
was prepared for thc^ ashlar work by h'veling u]) with

rnbble nmsonry laid in cenumt to the height of 20 feet

and (5 incln's b«dow th<' to]) of the dam." Th<^ "Dee])

Plac(^" in tluMlam is situated about 23 feet northeasterly
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from " Tli(' Coi'iirr," so-called, on llic sido towards the

(late House. 'I'liis "Deep Place" was an uiilooked-for

obstacle in the constrnclion of the dam. It was exi»ected

that the hnl^c wonld bo found aboul 15 feet below tlu^ toj)

of the dam, but instead of that, the ledye was no less than

3tl.7 feet below at the face, and at a jxiint 10 feet back

from the face it was 38.3 feet below the top of the dam.

Mr. (Mieney, at this time, was in the ])rime of life, 52

years of ajj;e. For five days and nij.;hts forces of abont 30

men each worked in the dee]) trencli, in shifts of ten

hours, and excavated the last S to 10 feet in depth of earth

under the most diftlcult and trying conditions. The chief

euf!;ineer was (piick to observe Mr. Cheney's untiring

energy and faithful su])ei'\dsion, which resulte<l in a suc-

cessful accomplishment of the task without accident of

any kind, and for generations to come the ]>resent dam
will stand as a grand specimen of a thoroughly well-

built structure.

Another very excellent work i)erformed under Mr.

Cheney's supervision was the reconstruction of the canal

walls above the guard gates of the Pawtucket Canal, and

that j)oi'tion of the lock chamber and lock gates which are

sitimted above what is known as the '' Big Gate," which

was (lroi)i)ed at the time of the great freshet of April, 1852.

The old walls were laid without cement, a great many
years ago, ])robal)ly in 1822 or 1823, and hud become inse-

cure, and in sonu^ places the top courses had falleu in.

In times of extraordinary freshets the old walls were com-

pletely covered with water, and the possible chance of a

serious washout nuide it necessary for the l^ocks and
Canals to reconstruct tluuu. Th<' work was done in 1881,

and the well-construct(Ml walls are evidence of the solid

stability Ihat can easily withstand the action of great

freshets, such as Lowell has contended with in the past.

In 188(5 Mr. Clnuiey s]»ent a few months in California
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with his wife, (hiu^hter and invalid son. This trij) gave

him ()i)i)()i'tnnities to examine many ])laces of interest,

and especially works of construction designed for tlie

irrigation of lands, and for oth«n' purposes. Me was a

careful observer, and his mind was stor(^d with ideas

gathered uj) from his travels, and from many sources,

which he subsequently us(m1 as occasion recpiired.

In ISSl) tlie <^xt(Mision of th(^ Boott Penstock was
made, an elaborate work on the southerly side of the

Boott or Eastern Canal, its ]>uri)ose being to provide a

convenient passage for watei- entering from tli<^ Merri-

mack Canal, especially in tlie winter months, ^^•hen ice is

running. This Avas don<' under Mr. Cheney's direction.

A very large anuMint of labor was performed under

Mr. Cheney's direction in removing obstructions at the

head of Hunt's Falls for th(^ ])ur])os(^ of lowering the

water in the basin above, giving moi-e head of water at

the turbines in tlu^ mills situat(Ml on the river front. His

labors there extended from the year 1877 to ISDIi, and
were performed during the summ(n' months, on Sundays
rtud holidays, when tin* stage of the river was low enough
to permit the work to be done. It has been determined
that the effect of the r<'moval of obstructions was to lower

Lhe water in the basin hark of mills about two fe(M in the

ordinary stage of the river.

These specimens of Mr. Cheney's achievements are

quite snflticient to indicate the character of Avork done by
him. There are others (piite as im]>ortant and imposing
vrhich might be mentioned.

Mr. Cheney serve<l in the City Council of Lowell in

1862, and again in 18(14, and was a member of the si>ecial

committ(M' who had charge of the rec<aistruction of the

wooden bridge across Merrimack River at Bridge Street

in 1862, which was burned in 1882.

In ]>olitics Mr. Cheney's preferences, like those of his
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faflicr and iirandfallicr, were for the nciiiocralic party,

lie had no taste iior inclination to enter aclivcdy into tlie

]»oIitical ai-ena, so-called, ]»referrin^ to kee]> aloof from

that feeling- and strife so often en<;endered in s(M-in-ing

party nieasiii-es. lie was closely identified with the Free-

will Baptist Clmrch, bnt his o]»portnnities for attending

services were nn»stly confined t(t the winter months, when
he could besjKired from his work.

At the at^e of 71 years, on Dcn-ember 1, 1894, Mr.

Cheney retired from the service of the Locks and Canals,

after 47^ y(Nirs of almost nnremittini;- toil. The company
reco<j;nized his lonji, and faithful stewardship with an

a])propriate ]»resent, and he retinal to a very attractive

and comfortable home, which he had recently l)nilt in

Centralville. At this time lie was much broken in health,

and was not in condition to enjoy, with any dei;ree of

comfort, the (pii(M and ]>eace of a bome life, to which he

was entitled after so many years of hard hibor. He grad-

ually failed in health, died in the following year, and was
bnried in the family lot in the Lowell Cemetery.

Mr. Cheney was (Midowed with a fund of humor, and
could throw off the cares of work long iMiongh to rehire

a funny stoi'v o/ to crack a joke.

In th(^ manag(Mnent and control of help ^fr. Cheney
was ((ui(d-c, tii'm, and (lecid(Ml. With entire conhdence in

his own judgment, his word became a law, and although,

at times, perhaps, savoring of a severity which might be

su])posed to interfere with his ]>opularity, in the general

acceptance of that tvrni, he was always fonnd serving the

interests of thoseforwhom belabored, andcould not, there-

fore, be otherwise than encouraged in the s[)irit which
governed his actions. Among the many good (puilitieH

which lie jxtsse^ssed may be mentioned several which
deserve to Ix' ]>laced ujxui record. He was skillful in lay-

ing out and pn-paring for any new enterprise, giving the
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most careful attcnHioii to every detail, and }»ro\ idiiii;' for

every contingency tliat coiihl be thougiil of, and liaxing

everything in tlie way of inat«n*ials, tools, and men in

readiness before tli(M\(>rk commenced. In itsexeculion lie

was master and monarch of all he surveyed. His judg-

ment was good, and he was always prei)ai'ed to meet any

contingency in the e\'ent of unex])(M'ted interruptions or

obstructions, such as (piick-sands, springs of >\atei', cav-

ing in of banks, and many other difficulties that would
j)uz/de and discourage an oi-dinary man. II(^ had the

j)ower and patienc«^ and courage to master such troubles,

and above all he was ne\'(M' known to neglect or allow a

job to be completed excejd in a thorough and workman-
like manner. lie would stick to it, regardless (»f himself,

his meals, or his sleep, and when done he would go Uonie

tired out and exhausted.

Mr. Cheney was married at the age (tf 2.'^, on May 3,

ISit), to Catherine J. Bean,of ( Jilmanton, N. II. Ills home
life^vas a happy on<\ lie was fort.unateiu having a wife

who was ever ready and anxious to care for him. The
family of wife, thre^^ daughters and two sons, now
reduc(Ml to the widow, one daughter and one son, received

nothing but kindness from him. He was a devoted hus-

band and a considerate father. He left a host of friends

who will long cherish his menn)ry, and the many excellent

qualities as a friend and citizen with which he was so

fully ])ossessed.





/. Biograpliical Sketch of the Life of Benjamin
Walker. By Solon W. Stevens. Head he-

fore the Association Feb. 16, 1897.

Mr. Benjamin Walker was born in Wilmington,

County of Middlesex, in this state, on the 24th of June,

1822, and died in Lowell on the 11th of November, 189G,

at the age of a little more than 74 years. He was the

son of Benjamin and Abagail (Tweed) Walker, and, on

his father's side was a lineal descendant, through a

family of enviable reputations in public service which

had long resided in this country, from Richard Walker,

commonly known as Captain Richard Walker, who came

from England about the year 1G30 and made his home

in Lynn, Massachusetts ; on his maternal side he was a

descendant of Elder William Brewster of Plymouth,

Massachusetts.

He was educated in the district school of his native

town, in the Pinkerton Academy of Derry, N. H., and in

the High School of Lowell. It was the ambition of his

youth to become a lawyer, and with this purpose in

view, after graduation at the High School in this city,

he entered the Law school of Cincinnati, Ohio, but by

reason of the death of his father in 1840, his legal stud-

ies were abandoned and he returned to Lowell.

In consequence of a necessity of adopting new plans

in life, he removed to Philadelphia and became a mem-
ber of the Book Publishing House of Walker and Gillis.

He did not remain there long, however, and in 1847 he

returned to Lowell, and by reason of his superior skill

as a penman, an accomplishment which he elevated al-

most to the dignity of an art, he was elected to the posi-
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tion of instructor in penmanship in the public schools

of this city aud retained this position about three years.

Shortly afterwards he was made paymaster in the Ham-

ilton Print Works where he continued some twelve

years in faithful service. In the June of 1862 he en-

tered the employment of Dr. James (J. Ayer & Co., as a

correspondence clerk and continued with this enterpris-

ing business firm through the period of its organization

into the corporation known as the J. C. Ayer Company

and for the last six j^ears prior to his death, in addition

to iiis other duties, he filled the responsible position of

clerk of the corporation, being held in high estimation

for his skill, his honesty, and his fidelity in service.

Mr. Walker was a member of the School Board in

1860 and '61, a nuMuber of the Common Council in 1865,

'66 and 71, Alderman in 1872, 74 and 75, chairman of

the Republican City Committee for 1871, 72, 7o and

74, a director, clerk, and treasurer of the Lowell & An-

dover Railroad since 1876, a vice-president of the Cen-

tral Saviuirs Bank, and a director in the Lowell Mutual

Fire Insurance Company. The fact of continued and

efficient service in all these honorable and responsible

positions indicates the high esteem in which he was held

l)y his fellowmen.

Mr. Walker was also a prominent and useful mem-

l)er of various other local organizations. He was at one

time president of the Middlesex Mechanics' Association

and for several years in succession was chairman of the

lecture committee in those times when the influence of

this organization was felt as a power for good in this

community in uplifting the sentiments and widening the

intelUgence of the people l)y the facilities of its reading-

room, its rare and va]ual)le assortment of books, and its
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annual series of lectures b}- man}' of the most distin-

guished scholars and orators of tlie land.

He was a member of the executive coinmittee of

the Old Resident's Association since its formation in

1868, and was chosen its president at its last annual meet-

ing, which position he ludd at tlie time of his decease.

His abiding interest and continuous 'aithful service both

as a member and ;is an officer in our organization noed

no comment in this hour of our l)ei"eavement. for these

are all written on your memories, and the jotting down
of words of commendation which naturallv come to the

lips in this connection, woidd seem much like an at-

tempt at "gilding refined gold." He believed in the

usefulness of our association, and worked constantlv and

zealously for the promotion of its interests. His exam-

ple in this respect would seem worthy of imitation on

the part of many of our estima1)le citizens whose names

we would be glad to see enrolled on the list of our mem-
bership.

Mr. Walker was for many yeai-s conspicuous in

musical circles. Music was his avocation, his reci'eation,

and his delight. He was one of the origin.ators of tlu'

Lowell Choral Society, and for ten yeais served as its pre-

sident. He was an accomplished church organist and

practiced his art skillfully for thirty-seven years of his

life, and during twenty-six of these years he acceptably

filled the position of organist in St. Anne's Episcopal

Church of which he was a vestryman, in addition to

this he was a wise and judicious critic of musical perfoi-

mances, and he frequently wrote valuable criticisms for

our local papers.

In 1889 Mr. Walker in company with some Lowell

gentlemen made a tour in Europe, and on his return he
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published an interesting account of bis travels nnder tbe

title of ''Aboard and Abroad" whicli was read with much
pleasure ))y bis many fi'iends.

He was married in 1842 to Catherine, daughter of

Josiah and Mary (Stark) GiUis, of Wilmington. Mrs.

Walker died in 1874, leaving one daughter, Miss Mary
Catherine Walker; bis second marriage occurred in 1876

with Mrs. Mary E. Rix, daughter of William and Mary
(Cline) Bryant of Stonebam.

It was given to our friend to live a long, useful and

honorable life. He died at his post of duty. He was

a modest, courteous, affable, conscientious Christian

gentleman. He was widely known, and no man was

ever moi-e worthy of tbe confidence of his fellows. Af<

we figuratively stand around his bier tonight let us re-

mendjer his many virtues, and in gratitude for such an

exemplary life, let us not be unmindful of the admoni-

tion which tbe lesson of the hour brings to each and

everyone,—"be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye

know not" the celestial summons will come.



II. The Wannesit Purchase. Bi/ HeiiJij S. Per-

hciin, Cliehnsford. Read before Old Besi-

deitts" Historical Association, Lowell, Mass.,

February 16, 1897.

By the Wamesit Purchase the Indians relinquished

forever, to their white neighbors, their ancient posses-

sions upon the south side of the Merrimack and west of

the Concord rivers.

Here from immemorial time their wigwams had

dotted the landscape and their frail canoes had glided

over the waters of the Merrimack. They hunted the

noble game of the forest and plied their rude arts all

unconscious of the mighty changes to be wrought upon

their native haunts by the white man's civilization.

Through the kind offices of the apostle Eliot, this

tract had been reserved to the Indians by an act of the

General Court in 1653. Their title now passed to other

hands and their home from henceforth was in the north-

ern wilderness. It was such a movement as has since

become somewhat familiar in Indian history. Allen*

states that a few families still "remained at Wamesit

several years ; and others were occasionally there on

hunting and fishing parties and for the purpose of visit-

ing their English friends and former neighbors." Sev-

eral families lingered upon the Dracut side of the river

, as late as 1820. Two Indian pilots were employed about

that time, to guide the log rafts down the river, one at

* History of Chelmsford, page 151.
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Wickiseck and the other at Hunt's falls.* (The rafts

were taken apart above Pavvtucket falls and the logs

floated around by way of the canal and Concord river)

But from the time of King Phillip's wai- the Indians had

practically abandoned their Wamesit "plantation" and

in 1685 the people of Chelmsford took steps looking to

the purchase of their title.

The Wamesit purchase was consummated l)y Jona-

than Tyng, Es<p, of Dunstable, and Maj. Thomas Hinch-

man of Chelmsford the same year, and conveyed by

them tlie year following to fifty proprietors living in

Chelmsford.

The conveyance from Tyng and Ilinchman was by

separate deeds one from each conve_ying to the fifty as-

sociates one moiety, or half part of one fiftieth of the

entire purchase, to each purchaser. The original deeds,

executed upon scrolls of buckskin,! are now in the pos-

session of a decendant of one of these proprietors now
living in this city.

The deed from 'I'yng I'cads as follows:

To all }jeo))le to whom tliese Presents shall come greeting know

ye that tlie worsh*."!' Jonatlian Tino; Esqu'' of the Towne of Dnn-

&tal)!e in the county of midlcsex in his maj'."'.'' 'J'erritoi-y and donii-

nion of Xew England in .\mci':ca. For and in consideration of the

full and just summe of oi.e hundred and fiuety pound ])Ound stt^rl.

New Kngland coyne to to him well and Iruely ])ai(l hy i\Iaj. Thomas

Ilinchman Ens: John tHsk c\: Seij : Josiah Ivichardson all of the

Towne of Chelmsford in the forcnamed county in X^ew England

aforesd which money so ])aid \>y t[ ]in was foi- their owne use and

l)ehooiTe as also for the use and l»ehooffe of seu<'rall othei' gentlemen

and neighbours liei'c after mentioned in this Instrument. The receits

of said hundred and Huety pound, the said Jonathan Ting doth hy

.M. I.. Ilaniblet, J:s.|.

t .\ liole in one of llit-ni is .saiil to liavt' been made by ilie l)ullet tliat brouglit down
tlie buck.
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lliese ])resents ackiiowledg, and tlierf with to Ite fully satisfved,

ContenttMi and paid, & Thereof and uf euery part part and par-

(^ell, Theieof do fully, freely, elearel}' and absolutely : ae<piit, release

and dist'harge the said Thomas IliHchnian, Joint tiske ami Josiali

Riciiardson, they it euery of them their h[ ]res associates and as-

signes and eurey of them for Euer. llaue granted, bargained ami

sold. Alii-ned, Knfi'ot'fed an<l confirmed, and liy thesi' ]>rest^'nts do

fully freely clearly and al)solutely gi'ant bai-gaine and sell, Alien,

enfeoffe and confirm vnto the said Thomas Ilinchman. John lisk,

Josiah Kichardson sen'' and to their associntes, M' ^Nloses Hisk, of

Brantry, M' Tho clai'ke, Josiah Hichardson Jun' Jerihmeel Houers,

James IJichardson, Thomas parker, Soldmon Iveys Jun' Joseph

Parkiss sen' Joseph Hide, Ed\var<l Spaldin Sen' Samuel ffletdier,

Sen. Steuen Peirse, Penjamin Parkei', Mu.\es ]iarker, Andicw 8}ial-

den, Eliazar Browne, william vnderwiMid, Nathaniel Ilowaiwl, J(din

Wright Jun' John perium, John Spalden Jun' Josiah fHetcher, Benja-

min Sjialdiu, Jose])h Spalden, Joseph iTarwell, SolDinon i\evs Sen'

Peter 'I'albott, John Kidder, \Villiam iHetch'T, Samuel ii'oster Jun''

Edward iToster, Sam ffostei- Sen' John Steuens, Xathaniel I)Utter-

lleld, Samuel Butterlield, Joseph Butterlield, John Spaldin Sen'

John Shipley, m'' Cornelius Waldo Sen' georg Pohhiiis, John Par-

ker, John l)ates, gorsham Proctor, Peter Proctor, Isaack l'*arker,

aa<l Alirahani Parker, to each of them and to euery one of them,

their heires and assignes, and to each and Euei'y of their heirs and

assignes, for euer, to their only proper vse and hehoofe. one moiety

or half )iart of weymesit lands which were sold l>y y'' Indians of sd

Weymesit to the said Jonathan Tinii\ hv a deed of -''' liai-iii'j date,

the sixtli day of Se])temb' last ]>ast, the moiety or half of said ^\ ey-

mesett lands being at y'' same tune and 1 y } '' same instiument C'on-

ueyed to Maj : Ilinchman aforesaid, this abime said grant contained

in this instrument, containes tlv ( ne half of tlu' wholl ]iurchase

which was joyntly made bv ihc afoic sd Thcnia-- Ilinchman and

Jonathan Ting, the wholl purchase containing all that part of ii;dian

plantation called Weymesitt, & Iv'ui'j: on y'' west sid.e of concord

Riuer, but not takinij any part of the Indian liehl that is w'ithin

fence and ditch, by Concord Piver .>i<b', but said lainl is liounded

eastward, by said HeM ct Concord riuer, from the most southerly

Corner, (whi(di is at Chelmsford I'omer stake, where Billerica,

Chelmsford & weymesitt land meet all at one stake, l>y y" liuer side)



rjs Ml' i;i'^ii>i'\ i>' iiisi'(M;1( vi a>sO( i uion,

\ntil vtui v'oino to till' mouth ot" Conoord v\\\ov \>\ u\orinuu'kt'.

l>v>iu\>l<'>l Noittiw ;>r>l l>\ iiuMUii;u'k riiu-r ^: \\ <>sl\v:U(l bv \v;HKil;ui<ils

v>lil I'u-Kl, lUtl M:>) : lliiu'lim:in>< hiuil, t\>niuM'l\ [mh v'hasoil l>\ liiiu >.'(

tho iihliaus, aiul on y South Wi-st it i> bouudoil by (.'ht'hustoid ;u\'

»M\liu;; to ;> t"oru>iM- <>\i-h;in!; b» t\\i'i\o snul 'rowui'. A' suul W ovittosid

iuiluins, .\lsi> liur hun>li('vi ;UTt's uioro v>t" w il>K>n\oss hiuvl Iviui; ou

tht^ Noi'th-iiih' v>t" ^hMuuai'k, bvMiu.Ksl bv patui'kot I'alU southwaril A'

bv bt>aui'r biov>ki\ iMst>vai'>h ai'ooivtiiii; as it was >;'auloil l>v \" lloii-

'*''<' lii'iuM'all (.\Miit to sai>l I'lautatUMi A lai.i tuit to thoui bo iho sau>o

n>o>'(' or loss, Tho ii\iliatts by said doo»l rosofuin^' to thotu sihn\s.

tht'ir hoiri's an*l assvH'iatos tor ouor, thoir auoitMit i>tiuiU\l;;'os o( all

tishiiig |>kaot's iu saiil U\\\d t\>r ihoirvMvuo vsc as torutorly thov Itauo

utaiK' \ so ot it, as also t'loo liboi'tv v^t tior \voo»J i^ tiuibor u|>> n saivl

wlioll Trav't ot" laud ou bo;h siilo luoruuaok ^^uot uiakiiio au\ strip

auvl wast ot said woovl A: tiiubor, but to oloaro all thoy oiitt dow iio^

to thoiu \' said \v<>)uiositt iuhabifauts thoir hoirs aud assooiatos tor-

tuuM . Now it is tho ouo halt" ouly y is sold by said Joualhau Tiuo'

bv this insttaiutoiit. To Hauo aud to Hold t ho abv'-uo ^rautod aud

bari;airod luoioty or hall'o part ot" said puiohaso ot" \\"o\u»osilt with

all tho pnuilovlgos auvi ai>|>uitouauoos to tho sau\o apportaiuius^ or

iu auv wiso bolouy/iuo to, thoui tho saivi Tlu^ Uiuohuiau tv> oaoh

iudiuida'd povsoti, ouv> tiurtyoth part of y'' who'd uunoty 'o bo < ii

jv'vod b\ ouovv atul oa>. h Psou at'otosaid. thoir :\ud ouor\ ot thoir

hciros auvl assi^uts tvMoxoi' to thoiio aud thoir vmiIv riopov vsc aud

bohoot'to. Aud hotMho saivl Jouathaii Tiuo-, tor hiiusolt" Itis hoitos

aud aduistrators do oououaut. pi\Muiso. aud o-caut tv^ aud wih tho

saivl rhouias Hiuohuiau, .K'hu thsk. auvl Josiah KioharvlsouSou' ami

with tluir hoirv>s A assimus by thtso riost~uts, as Tnistoes to: auvl

iu boluvlto v^t tho rost v^t" tho abvMio Namod Tofsvuts. that hoo

tho saivl JvHiathau Tiuo-, Nv>w is auvl at tho oitsoalius;- auvl

vloliuoiy luM-o ot shall stauvl aiul Im'o lawtully auvl riohtly Sv'U'

soi^i'vl !u his viomoauos v>t tho abvMio oiauiovl proiuisos. ot

a o\hhI auvl iudotousablo ostato ot" iuhoritauoo, iu foo simple

by ovH>vl rtv^ht auvl law tuU antlunnity. ;d>sv»huoly without any

tuauuor ot" ovuivlitivMi, ot uvvM'iioaoo ^>v liniitatiou v,»t" \ so or vsts, tv»

attor ohau ;'t> or dotonutuo tho saiuo. Aiul that hoo tho said Jv>na-

thau I'uio hath iu hiuisolto i:vv>vl right full pvnvor auvl lawtull author-

ity tiio ptouusos tv^ giaut bar^aiuo aud ooutiriuo to thoiu aud t-' oaoh

aud ouoi \ ot thorn uauiovl Tsous, and tv» thoir hoaos auvl assii^uos tor
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the consideration is 49 pounds ("euerj niiin hauing paid

for himself twenty shillings in silver and so are thereby

all equal in purchase.")

Maj. Hinchnian had already purchased Nov. 18,

1685, Wanalancets old planting field which lay at the

west of the Waniesit Purchase in what is now Middlesex.

This land is described as 30 acres-*"south of Merrimack

river at a place called Nealiambeak uear Waniesit upon

Black brook—bounded l)y Merrimack river on the north

Hinchmuns land on ye west, it contains that whole corn

fields fenced in with ditch & other wise that was broken

& improve for some years by said Sachem Wanalan-

sit & by his sonnes & by his men it lying near to the old

Indian fort in that place."

The Indian field at the east end of the Waniesit

purcdiase, was bought by Jerathmel Bowers, for "3

pounds & also much former kindness." It is described

as "west side of Concord river Iving within the Indian

field that is within Ditch & fence—near their old pound'

kc.j June 9, 1G86.

This Indian name of wluit is now Middlesex, Ne-

hainbeak, is given in an earlier deed from the Indians to

Iliiu'liman, Naamcook.T It is to be I'egretted that more

of the Indian names in this vicinity have not been per-

petuated. The Indian name of the tract at the mouth of

Stony Brook, is given "Suneanassitt" in a deed from

Hinchman to Andrew Spaulding, in 1692.

§

The acreage of the Wamesit Purchase is not given.

Genei'al Daniel Gookin who accompanied the apostle

Eliot, in one of his visits to the Wamesits, estimated

*Froiii Copy of ;\I. I.. Hnmblett, Ksi|

fCoi>.v of M. L. Ilaiiiblett. Ksq.

t Caiiibridsie Kcjiistry. Vol. 5, V. IL'O.

§Tlie deed is now in tlie cabinet of tbe Adams labrary. Clieiinsfm'd.
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that their grant coji.^isted of about 2500 acres. Allen

estimated that of this amount 1500 acres were upon the

west of the Concoi'd. It included about the saine area

as was originally incorporated as Lowell.

These 50 proprietors of the VVamesit Purchase,

managed their lands very much as did the proprietors

of townships in the early days.

Their record book covers a period of a hundred

years, and then the last Proprietors' clerk, Benjamin

Parker, at wdiose house the last recorded meeting was

held, laid away the old book, and deeds, in his attic

where they have since remained. This old book now

comes forth brown with its age of more than two cen-

turies, a^ d with its covers badly worm eaten, l)ut with

contents unimpaired to enlighten us as to the doings of

the first white owners of the land now occupied ])y

this populous city.

In this book is given a full description of what each

man received by the first division of the land, but no

separate descriptions are given of the alotments by sub-

se([uent divisions. They laid out highways, erected a

pound, made regulations respecting the maintenance of

fences, set apart a ([uantity of laud to encourage the

erection of a mill, and at one meeting (1726) to enforce

their regulations they chose Surveyors of Highway-s,

Fence Viewers, a.nd Field D livers, who were swoi'u to

the performance of their duties.

The title page of the record book reads :

"This booke beloiigeth to lliu [nircliasers tfc ])roi>rietors of the

Wainaset neck and was l)oM<i;iit by theire onlei' & for tlieire use

may : "JG : 1()87 : pnse :
4':"

Town Voted.
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The record upon the first pag'e is as follows :

"Seuerall of the inhabitants of Chelmsford hauing bouglit a per-

sel of land of mr Jonathan tyng of Dunstable and maigor Thomas

hinchman of Chelmsford, the sd purcliesors at a generall meeting at

Chelmsford ; did Joyntly agree together : to ffence in & in Close

part of sd land for their present use it in order their unto sd Com-

])any did make Choise of a Comette to state y*^ fenc & make a di-

vision of sd land medow &, fenc into fifty parts acording to the

nomber of y'' purchesors of sd land ; whus nams are spescetied in y''

deeds granted from sd. Tyng & hinchman, the Comette haueing

stated the fenc & mad a diuision of: sd : land medow & fenc. &
bownded them w' so many marked staks. as are Judged soficieiit (Js

maintained by the owners) for each proprietor to know his own pro-

portion of ui)land medow land & fenc; the Comette guing notes to

the proprietors for a meeting ." the : sd ; Company did meet ui)on the :

18: tbeenth. day of may 1687 : whear each persun had liberty to

draw his finger from under a hat each mans proportion of upland

medow land & seueral persels of fenc answering the finger y"- fell

to him by lot ; each proprietor hauing receued his lot desired their

seuerall persels of upland medow lain! ife fences should be recorded,

for the preuentitig of futer trobel;"

Upon the following 50 pages are recorded the des-

criptions of each man's portion of the first allotment.

From these descriptions it appears that the field which

they had voted to inclose for "their present use" con-

sisted of 000 acres, with a fence upon the south side and

upon the east and west ends ; the Merrimack river mak-

a fence unnecessary upon the north.

The lots, which were numbered from w^est to east

extended, with a few exceptions, from the fence upon

the south back to the Merrimack river. The exceptions

were lots 1 and 2 (at the west end) which were bounded

upon the nortli by the Indian ditch near to Merrimack,

lots 40-41-42-43-44 which were bounded upon the north

by land reserved at the fishing place, and the six at the
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east end of the Held which were bounded north l)y Paw-

tucket meadow, each person selecting his lot, as we
have seen, by the impartial method of drawing his hgure

from beneath a hat.

I will read one of these descriptions which will l)e

sufficient for an understanding of the whole. Instead

however of selecting a Hgure from under a hat I will

take number 50 as I shall have occasion to refer to that

lot later c-n.

"The vpland medow Land & several persels of fenc w'' belong-

eth to Thomas Parker it being his full jtroportion in y'' lirst Diuision

of y'' wamaset Land as it fell to him by Lott upon y'' 13"' day of

may : 1GS7.

1. LS Acres being y'' 50'" Lott bownded on y'' south by v"" fenc

on y*" east by A Range of stakes marked w' 50'^: Ypon A Lyne from

stake to stake from sd fenc to patucat medow on y"' North by patu-

cat medow, '^x-eptjohnstovensm^aow QQ ye ^eg^ ijy ye ]^_^nd of John Per-

hum.

'2. Two Acers more or Les Lying on y*" north side of speens

brooke, bownded on y'' North by y'^ higeway, on y'-' east corner by A
Stake marked w' 50^^, Runing down by Another stake to speens

brooke on y'' south by speens brook, taking y'' bredt[ ] of two Lots

next speens brook from sd brook to samuel ffoster Juns. vpland, on
y'' west by samuel fosters '"" vpland.

Also three persels of fenc, Two of which Lyeth At y*" west end

of sd feeld being y^ 50'" Lott both ways.

o. Three or four poll A y*" east end of sd ffeeld At y'end of y''

Lidian Ditch by merimack River side."

Most of the proprietors had two of the small lots

outside the fence, or ''without the fence" and some had

three; one lot in each case being meadow.

This large field was known by the name of the

"general held" or "Wamesit Field." It was used in

conmion for some years as a pasture for stock.
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At a meeting of the proprietors March the 7, 1712 it was voted

"that every man that hath Right or Ilights in stl neck : may turn in

six creturers to a lliglit & no more/' In "feb lo ll'l'I et wos

voted yt the fence ahoute sd feUd shall l)e shall be made acording to

law and so contenewee yerely l)y the seuenth day of martch.

;> te was vole<l tint now Cretors shoud l)e torned in to sd felld

only from the senentli of ocktober To the Thurteth." This would

indicate that the field was under cultivation and only pastured after

the crops were harvested.

This also appears from a deed from Stephen Peirce to his sori

IJobert .Mch ."!, 17'21i-M(l* of land "wiihin the Now imfn'oved Gener-

all feilil '" Wamassett ajoiniiig lo Chelmsford."

In 1739 however it would appear to be again iti

pasturage a.s a committee of twelve was chosen to see

that six creatures were turned in to a right and no more.

In the history of Chelmsford by Kev. Wilkes Allen,

published in IS'iOf he describes the field thus ''The

north west boundary of said 'purchase' began near the

head of the Middlesex Canal and so to the glass manu-

factory and thence runuing near the houses of tlie late

Mr. Philip Parker, Mr. Micah Spalding; and Capt. Benj.

Butterlield, terminated at Wamesit falls in Concord

river, or at the mouth of River Meadow Brook."

Philip Parker, here mentioned, lived upon, what is

now', Pine street ; Micah Spalding at the corner of

School and Liberty streets, and Capt. llutterfield upon

Hale street where stands tlie residence of the widow of

the late Benj. Edwards, a fe'v rods from Lincoln square.

'i\) give his description by the present city streets it

would be bounded by Baldwin. Pine. Liberty, and Hale

streets and from there to Wamesit falls or to the mouth

of Iviver meadow brook.

The names of the proprietors gi\"en in the descrip-

*l'>ei)janiin J'aiker papers,

t i'ane 15.
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tions in the record book corresponds with those in the

deed, but varies slightly from a list in the book headed

'•The Names of the first Proprietors of Wamesit Pur-

chers." In the latter the name of Joshua Fletcher is

omitted and that of Cornelius Waldo occurs twice, and

the name Peter Fascutt is given in place of Peter Tal-

bott. The list is not in the handwriting; of either the first

clerk Eleazer Brown, or his immediate successor Sol-

omon Keyes Sen.

The hrst action in reference to the mill lot appears

in the record of the meeting of "march: 17: 1605 -96, a

vote in reference to the undevided land was passed at

the same time.

1. y*^ y'' stream together w' twenty Acors of Land below win-

throps meadow on both sids of y'' l)rook shall be Reserued for y*"

vse of y^' whol Company y' is to be vnderstod y' place whear it is'"""''

Conuenient to set vp A mill : this sd twenty Acors is to l)e Layd

out befor y*^ Lots are Layd out, this voted

2. y"^ all y'' vndiuided Land & meadow on this side meriniack

shall be deuided this year ensueing, this voted."

It appears by a subsequent vote that the same meth-

od was used in selecting the lots by each man drawing

his "figer.''

The following is the description given of the mill lot.

"aperell the : 11 : 97.

hand hayd out for the incoregdment of bilding a mill at wamasite

this land is twenty aceres moer or lese bounded soutli and southarly

by the riuer medo riuer and north and noreast and norweast by

marked tres : one whight ocke one red ocke on the nor weste jinrt :

on tlie north and noreast part : tlire bLick ocke tres marcked : one

acere of sayd land lys on the soutli syd of sayd riuer b}- the mill jilace.

Sol Ionian Keyes, senier.

Sameuell foster, Junier,

Andi'ew Spolding, Senier.

Oommitte."
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By these votes we liiid that it is just 200 years

since the first luovenieiit was made proposintji; to utilize

some of tlie abuiKhiiit water j)ower witliiu the present

limits ot this city for manufacturing purposes. A primi-

tive saw mill only was then contemplated. There is no

record to show when the mill was erected, or by whom,

but ;i i-ecord in 1714 shows that the mill was there at

that time. 1 will give the full record of that meeting.

'Clie'lmsford sum Time in Tlie m until ot" Nouember 1714 et wos

voted at a meting ot" the proprietors of wamaset pvrclies yt The land

Land Lefte vndivided by The sa'^' mell place should be diuideed ni to

fifty loots and hywayse conveniant to The fishing i)lace and to the

sa"niell and in to concord riuer Neck — Kdward foster Edward

Spavlding Ste])hen peirce wos chosen for To lay out These loots and

hywayse fist a hyway "'""
lai<l "'" Throw sd Land roneing To the

necktield fence To m' Borlens land Two Rod wide '2 a liyway from

this hyw[ ] to the sawmill be Tweene Solomon Keyses house and

barn Two Rod wide o a hyway from the saw mell esterly by marked

Trees to a black ock Tree marked by The side of The IJiver Two
Rod wide a liyway from The a boue sd black ock a croce the Riuer

and by stacks To The formar deuided land-

4 a hyway from The fust hyway below The place calde y'' wol-

nut Tree to The olde ford way aboute six rod wid

as wetnes our hand this Twenty forth

day of Janawary 1715

Stephen ])eirce atest

Edward Spaulding Stephen peirce

commety Clark"

It seems from these entries that the saw mill was

upon River Meadow Brook, perhaps where Hale's mill

was erected later.

The mention of Solomon Ke3^es' house in the record

just read leads me to digress a moment, as it sheds light

upon a disputed question. Solomon Keyes (born June

24, 1G65) was the son of Solomon, the second proprie-
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tois' elerk, who died in 1702 (Mcli 28). He also had a

son *Solomon (born May 11, 1701) 13 years of age at

the time of this recoi'd. Tliis son was later a member
of the company of Ca])t. John Lovewell and partiei[)ated

in the famous "L(jve well's hghl," that obstinate and

deadly fight with 1 he Indiairs in tlie wilderness. His

part in the battle is thus told by rParkman. '-Solomon

Keyes, of Billerica received two wounds, but fought on

till a third shot struck hiui. Ele then crawled up to

Wymau in the heat of the light, and told him that he,

Keyes, was a dead man, but that the Indians should not

get his scalp if he could help it. Creeping along the

sand\ edge of the pond, he chanced to find a stranded

canoe, pushed it atloat. rrdled himself into it, and drifted

away before the wind." Fortunately a faAoring breeze

wafted him across the lake, and, notwithstanding his

wounds, he succeeded in reacdiing the stockade. There

he tound .se\'eral otiuus of tiie sur\i\ors with whom he

set out through the wilderness for Dunstal)le which

place they managed to reach si\- days liter. The brave

and hardy Keyes recovereil fi'oin his vvoimds but was

killed in battle thirty yeai's later at Lake George while

conunauding a coin[)a.nv from Western (now Warren)

Mass. Why he was credited to Billerica does not ap-

pear. Hazen's History of Billerica gives no evidence of

such a name there until it appeared upon their tax list

in 171'J. Hodgnuin. the Westford historian, claims him

foi- that town. We will make the claim for Chelmsford

wdiere we find his early home at Wamesit, and the name
upon the tax list until after the date of LovewelTs fight.

What disposition was nuide of the 500 acres includ-

*Ke.ves Gen. 1880. P. 74.

tHalf Century of Confiict, Vol. i, P. 255.
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ed ill the ''pmcliase" ii])oii the north side of the Merri-

mack river does not a])])t^ar from aiiythinsr to be found

ill tlie reeoi'd l)i)ok. AUen states* that it "appears to

have been retained l)y the Indians."

If so it was by snffei'anc^ only. It evidently had a

recoo-iiized value. In 17U2 a eommittee was chosen to

run the line "Betwene the V.irnums and said proprietors

on the land pnrehes"' by said pi'oprietors on the North

side of Meriniake Riuer" and further to employ "Capt

Danforth as an Artie" (ai'tist) if they "should see cause"'

and Sni-. Solomon Ke\ es iccdids tlie salet in 1701 "to capten bowe-r

my wliol intrcst in the Hvc liundred acies on tlie nortli sjd of raera-

tnaek wbicli belonos tu my lot in wamesat neck."

The following- are some of the local names given in descriptions

of land and highways.

Geoi'ges' l)i-of)kt I'ine Hill

Sj)eens^ brook iJlack brook Hill

I'ond meadow meeting house Hill

Hounil '• \Vamesit meeting housejl Hill

Pawtncket meadow (^reat swamp
Wamesil itieadow IJlmd l)ridge

Long Pond (ireat I'ine plain

Kound I'ond l,oiig cause

These names have long,' since gone out of use. Some

of them however can be located from their rcdation to

other ()])iects. Pawtmdxet meadow extended fr')in the

fishing- ])la('e, at the foot of Pawtucket falls, to the mouth

of the ('oncord river. 'I'hey have since been Jilled in

and occujucd by the mills along the river bank. Wame-

sit meadows wei-e along the Concord river.

* p. 170.

1 p. ry.',.

§\nnie(i for an Iiicliaii •.lames Siicfii. Indian, received t.>< I'di- four wolves heads,
Haz'eiis IMllerica 1". U»5.

tAlso given (ieorge Kolibins" lirook.

P. 43.
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The ''lonii' cause" was tlie caii>e\v;iv wliere Plain

street crosses the river meadow. In the early Chelms-

ford records the load from the centre of the town in

that direction was described as the road to the "long

causeway." The "great pine ])lain" was upon ihe south

side of River Meadow Brook and included the land now
occupied by the Catholic and Edson cemeteries. The

name "Wamesit meeting house hill" is prob;djlv the

name given to the spot where the apostle Eliot w^as

accustomed to gathei" the Indians alxjut him to teach

them the principles of the christian religion. The name
occurs in tlie description of Moses Parker> small lot, or

lot 2. It reads '-Two Acers more or Les [j\ ing at wama-

set meeting house hill bownded on y'' Noith Ijy a
"^ high-

way, on y** North east Coi'ncr so h'uning down l)y

another stake to wamaset medow, on y"" south by watna-

set medow, on y*" west by thomas Parkers Long Lotl"

The name occurs also in the description of a high-

way recorded in 1696.

";» y*" way begins at A Idake oake vj)oii y'' iiieetinu' lionse hill

& gos along y'" south side sd hill by marked trees ct gos ouer wame-

sit medow in mr John Fisk his Lott & on y'' soiuh side sd meadow
Cros all y*' Lots to mr Moses fisk his Little Lolt"

There are two points given in this first description

which help us in fixing its general location : its southern

boundary upon Wamesit meadow, and its western bound-

ary upon Thos. Parkers "long lot". Parkers' lot was No.

50 in the general field, and therefore at the extreme

east end. If there was evfr a hill near the corner of

Central and Merrimack streets I should say that that

might be the place.

Provision was made for the convenience of fisher-
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men by "*A small parcel of Land against y^ fishino-

place Reserued As well for strangers As town dwelers

To bait y^ horses." 'i'bey were not so liberal however

towards strawberry pickers as " it was voted that evry

propriator shall pick strabres. Apone his one land and

yt no parson that is not A propriotor shall pick A pone

Any mans Loot on Las Te oner of The loot be Thare

with tham."

The iishing place was sure to be ke])t open as the

fish were abundant and furnished an im])orlant article of

food up to the time when the factories weie establislied

along the rivers' banks. As Mr. Sidney [)a\is describes

the method which he has seen eiii[)loyed for taking

(isli it was by nets, one of which was spi'ead between

two boats, and as they lowed into shoal watei' at the

shore their haul woidd load a wagon with the salmon

and slnid. No farnieis cellar was well fnrnished without

its barrel of salted tish ; indeed so abundant and cheap

were they that it is said that in ordei to prevent appren-

tices from being h^il too exclusively upon a fish diet, it

was sometimes specified in their indentnres that oidy a

certain proj)ortion of their food shonld consist of shad.

We may comdnde that Meri'innick river salmon were

highly estet'iiu'd in Koston for when Justice Oliver

Fletcher of Chelmsford wished to give a present to his

friend Judge Sewall in 1755 he sends a nine pound salmon,

which "my said lirother drli'' at his house in Boston." It

seems that salmon also freqnented the smaller streams

in the vicinity as the selectmen testified in 1745 that

the mill dams were no obstacle to their course in Great

brook. "Chelmsford March y^ IT'^ 1744'^ we whose

p. r'.
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names are here unto Subscribed are of oppinion that the

Mill Dams a Cros Grate Brook so Called in Cheemsford

is of no damedg to any person or to the publeck in per-

ticuler, so to the Coarce of Fishes pasen Espetially

Sanian Slind Ealwaives & c—but is of Service to the

Publect to have them ke])t up and Improved.

Ephraini Spaulding
) Selectmen

Dan! Procter
[

,.

Benj Chamberlin
j

Zachariah Richardson
|

Chelmsford

Allen, the Chelmsford historian, estimated* "The

quantity of salmon, shad and ale wives, caught in

Chelmsford annually may be computed at about 25

hundred barrels, besides a large quantity of other fish

of less value."

As the Wamesit land came to be divided into farms

there was a smaller number of proprietors.

In 1750 there were but sixteen. Tlie record of that

meeting is as follows :

At a meeting of ye proprietors of wamaset purchase Regularly

cald on Jauuary ye 29/ 1750 then they preceded as follows.

1 voted that each proprietor haueing twenty acrs of land should

be alowed to vote in sd meeting and so for a greattor or lesor num-

ber acordingly.

2 it was agread that the names hear after mentiond should be

allowd to vote as follows first that Thomas Fletcher should vote on

four rits

Andrew Fletcher on seuen

Sert Benjamin Parker on five

Henry Fletcher on three

Sert Joseph moors on Seuen

Stephen P^letcher on flue

Sert Jerathmiel Bowers on tiue

P. 41.
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Benjamin Parker Juiir on two

Ebenezer Frost on one

Qua' Robert Peirce on fine

Josiah Fletcher on two

Sert Henry Stevens on two

Robert B^letcher on four

John Burg and David Buttertield on one

Ca]»' Ebenezer Parker on one

Ser' James Perkust on one

Cap' John Butterfield on two

Stephen Peirce on two

- voted and chose Cap' Ebenezer Parker niodderator

3 voted and chose Robert Fletclier Proj)rietors clerk.

4 voted and Chose Ser' Benjamin Parker Cap' Ebenezer Parker

Ser' Joseph moors Qua' i^"''*''' Peirce and Robert Fletcher Committy

men to renew &, reclifie and Settle the Bounds betwen the parties

owning lotts formerly laid out.

5 voted that any live of the proprietor applieing them Selues to

the Clrk to bane a meeting Calld he Should notifie and Call meet-

ings for the futer.

voted that the meeting for the futer Should be att Corn' Jonas

Clark.

Attest Robert Fletcher, Clrk.

Col. Jonas Clark here mentioned kept the tavern by

Clark's ferry, now known as the ''old Middlesex tavern."

No meeting was again called until 1773 (Aug. 7.)

and then "at the house of Moses Davis, Inholder in Chelmsford at

one of the Clock in the aftor noon."

- - - - "to revive the former committee - - - - to see what they

will doe concering the opening their waterin- i'''"c"

and "to see wliat they will doe with the undevided Lands or any

])art of them.

Robert Fletcher

proprietors Clark."

Moses Davis lived at Davis' corner where the prop-
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erty is still held by his descendants. His Inn accoiu'

modated travelers passing through to Salem.

But one meeting was held after that, the record of

which is brief.

"Chelmsford .laiumry the 18 ITSft at a .Mi'ehig of a Number
of tl)e Proprietors of Wamasett purchas so called at the House of

Benjamin Parker January tlie 13; ITSo " t"i'-:"i"i m tiir ^.t.r noun
jn order

to Cluise a Chirk for the to Keep tlie iJoock and All other llightings

first ()ioc'aded and (^hoase Mr Moses Davis Moilrater for sd Meeting-

then p'oee.ided and Chose Benjamin Parkt-r their Proprierts Clark."

i\Ir. IJenjaiiiin Parker was a son of one of the first

pro|)ri(,'toi's, Benj. Parkei'. His house stood n[)on what
is now Pine sheet, near the Highland school. One of his

descendants, A[r rienr\' E. Parker, (Of tln^ fourth u'en-

eration from Clerk Ik'njamin*) still occupies the ancestral

homestead. And t(j that family we ai'e indel)ttMl for

the preservation of these valualde historic records.

This old record book contains not a, line in reference

to the hardships and dangers encountered by those who
established their homes u[)on this tract.

The purchase of their lands from the Waniesits was

an amicable transaction, but they were n-vertheless in

danger of attack fi'oni bands of h(jstile Indians in quest

of scalps and ca})tives. In 1695, such a band surprised

some families in Billerica, killing or carrying away as

ca})tives fifteen persons. Other neighboring towns suf-

fered at different times. 8o that the danger must have

been sufficient to keej) the families in a constant state of

anxiety and dread. A petition f on Hie in the Massa-

chusetts archives of which the following is a copy, shows

1 Benjamin. 2 Jetluthan. 3 Benjamin. 4 Henry E.

Petitions, Vor 72, P. 247.
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the (lunger to which they felt themselves exposed in

1725:

"To y'' lionoiifiiUle William Duminir Es(]' Lieut Governour in

Cliief in and over lier Majesties province of tlie Massachusetts bay

in New Kiiglaiid The peli'ion of y'' subscribers Humbly Sheweth

tliat where as Merry make River is at present ""^"'^' Exceeding low

and lljercby y' Town of Chelmsford is very Exceedingly indangered

and we htnnl)ly pray your honor wee maybe allowed a scout of men
to scoiiL upon sai i Kiver and other Exposed paries of the Town for

about v'' space of Two months from y*" Date here of as in Duty ])Ound

your homble petitioners shall ever Ever prav

Jonathan Richardson Captains for

Jonas Clarke Chelmsford

Chelmsford June y'' 23: IT'-io"

Btit not withstanding these dangei's which menaced

tliem they liad prospered so that at the very time of this

petition they felt themselves sufficiently strong to enter-

tain the ambition to assume the responsibilities of a sep-

arate town. Heretofore although \Vamesit had not been

formally annexed to (Jholinsford, they were considered

as inhabitants of that town, and it was there that they

went to meeting and were assessed foi- taxes. This

anomalous condition coidd not always continue. In

1725 the General Court i-efused to seat the Representa-

tive from Chelmsford, Deact^n Stephen Pierce, who lived

at Wamesit, on the ground that he was not a resident of

Chelmford.* This brought matters to a crisis. The
people of Wamesit refused to pay the taxes that had

been assessed upon them.

The iidia))itants of Wamesit together with the peo-

ple adjacent to them on the east side of the Concord

river petitioned the General Court to be " erected into

* Allen, I'P. 171; 45.
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a separate and distinct Town,"* and Chelmsford sent in

a petition by the selectmenf asking to have Wamesit

annexed to Chehnsford.

The General Court took the petitions into consider-

ation and, Jnne 10, 172G, "Ordered that 'hey Prayer of

the Petition be so far granted, That tlie Tract of Land

called Wanieset & y*^ Inhabitants thereon be and hereby

are annexed to and accompted as Part of the Town of

Chehnsford."
;|;

Faihng in their efforts to become a separate town,

they petitioned the General Conrt two years later to be

formed into a separate precinct. Tlie following is the

report of the legislative committee and the action

thereon, April 9, 17t^9 :
" Spencer Phips Esq'' from the

Committee on the Petition of the Inhabitants of Wam-
asset gave in the following Report, viz. The Committee

appointed on the Memorial of Sanuiel Hunt and others

Inhabitants & Proprietors of Lands called Wamasset

Purchase or Winlhrops Farm, by an Order of this Court

of June the seventh list past, have in Obedience to the

said Order repaired to the said Lands petitioned .for to

be erected into a Precinct & have carefully viewed the

said Land & considered the Situation & Circumstance-* of

the Petitione'^^ as well as the Town of Billerica in this

affair, & are humbly of Opinion, That the Lands here-

after described together with tlie Lands commonly called

Wamasset or Indian Purchase & their respective Inhabi-

tants be erected into a distinct & separate Precinct : The

Line to begin at Concord River between the Lands of

John Rouers Jun'' & Enoch Kidder & so on that line to

* Mass. Court Kecorils Vol. 13. I'. 55.

t Allen, 1*. 171.

tMass. Court Records, Vol. 13, P. 154.



1-16 Oi;i) RESIDENTS' IlLSTOKICAL ASSOCIATION.

the Way leading to Winthrops Farm so called thence on

a strait line to the South East End of Prospect "''^ six

Score Rods North of the House of James Kittredge,

Continuing the same Line to Andover Line ; From

thence on Andover Line to Merrimack River thence on

said River to the Bounds till it comes to Chelmsford old

Line (which was the Bounds between the said Town &
Wamesset or Indian Purchase) Keeping said Lnie to

Concord River to a Stake called Patucket or Waniasset

Stake ; Thence crossing Concord River to the Bounds

first mentioned : W-'' includes Wamesset or the whole

Indian Purchase :

—

And is su))mitted In the name

& by order of the Comm^!^.'^

Spencer Phips

Ju

In the House Represent^'-^ Read & Ordered that tha

Lands Set forth & deliniated in the within Report be &
hereby are made & constituted a distinct & Separate Pre-

cinct (The former Order of this Court referring to

Wamasset Purchase Land notwithstanding :) And the

Inhabitants of said Lands are hereby vested with the

Powers Privileges & Immunities that the Inhabitants of

other Precincts within this Province by Law are or ought

to be vested. Provided that the Inhabitants of said Pre-

cinct do within the space of three years from this time

order & finish a good and Suitable House for the publick

Worship of God & place it where the (Jommittee that

have already viewed the said Lands shall appoint &

also procure & settle a learned orthodox Minister of good

Conversation & make Provision for his comfortable &

honourable Support
In Council ; Read & Concurd." *

-Court Records, Vol. 14, PP. 242, 243.
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It seems that the opposition of Chelmsford pre-

vented this act from being carried into effect, for in 1730

the town paid to " To Maj'' Jonas Chirk to answer his

bill of Expense and time expended about getting the

neck Land of from being a precinct 03-04-06."

The people at the Neck continued their relations to

the Chelmsford ( hurch up to the time embraced in the

memory of some persons now living. Mr. Sidney Davis

tells of the long ride there to meeting on Sunday morn-

ings and the sermons of the minister, Rev. Wilkes Allen.

He remembers also that pastors' parochial calls at the

Davis home (at Davis corner) observing that when the

decanters of li(|uor were set on (as the social custom of

the time demanded) the minister partook sparingly.

The " noon house," where the family of Silas Pierce

spent the intermission between the morning and after-

noon service, stood at the corner of Lowell and Billerica

streets.



///. Deacon Seth Fooler, By James S. Russell.

Read Feb. 16, 1897.

When I heard of Dea. Seth Pooler's death I thought

some notice of hhii would be proper by the Old Resi-

dents' Association. I knew nothing of his early life
;

and I directed a letter to his residence in Rutland, Vt.,

asking for some points in his early history. But having

received no response I concluded that Dea. Pooler left

no representative alive. Fortunately, there has come

into my possession an autographic letter written by Dea.

Pooler, dated April 10, 1893. I think I can do no better

than to let him speak for himself :

" Rutland, Vt., April 10, '93.

I was I)orn in Rutland, Vt., Feb. 19tli, 1804. I at-

tended the ])ublic schools and the academy till fitted for

teaching. Then taught a district school in Rutland ten
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winters, working on the farm summers, adding as best

1 could a little to my short stock of knowledge.

In October, 183G, business called me to Boston.

Stopping over the Sabbath in Lowell I was introduced

to Rev. Lemuel Porter ;is a Vermont schoolmaster. His

reply was :
• You are the very man we were looking for,

as assistant teacher in one of our grammar schools." I

went to Fioston on Monday morning, accom|)lished my
business, returning at night to Lowell, and Tuesday

morning went into the Cha[)el Hill giannnar school as

assistant teacher for Joshua Meri'ill, remaining through

the term. 1 was then transferred to the new grammai'

school on the North Common as (_)tis G. Merrill's assist-

ant teacher, remaining thei-e one year, then appointed

teacher of English branches in the Low^dl High School,

with Moody Currier principal, and James S. Russell

teacher of mathematics.

I remained in the high school three years. In the

meantime the Moody school house had been built at the

corner of East Merrimack and High Streets, and I had

the ap})ointnient of principal, with Mr. Thompson, Miss

Bartlett, and Miss Eastman assistants. Mr. Thompson
being a good musician, I proposed to him to sing witli

the scholars occasionally, accompanying with his violin.

This exei'cise w^as very pleasing, not only to the scholars

but the school committee, and at the commencement of

the next term, singing was introduced into all the public

schools in Lowell. I remained as principal of the Moody
school nineteen years, and then resigned.

After serving one year in the Massachusetts legis-

lature, I removed to Fall River, went into the insurance

business, associated with Mr. L. Barnard, remaining till

his death, serving on the school committee several years.
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In 1882 I returned to Rntlaiul, Vt., to spend the evening

of my days in the shadow of my native hills that I

always loved. You can make such use of this sketch as

you think proper. Please return photo.

Yours respectfully,

SETH POOLER.

18 Washinu-ton Street, Rutland, Vt."

1 think Dea. Pooler is in error in some of his litxures.

From October, 1836, one term with Mr. Merrill would

brin^- him to -lanuary, 1837; one year with Mr. Merrill

wonld reach to January, 1838; and three years in the

high school wonld reach to January, 1841.

Bearing on this latter date I quote from a letter

dated Feb. 6, 1840, written by one of his a^-sistants : '*'

I

have been in school four weeks." This shows that the

Moodv school was opened in January, 1840, which wonld

give Mr. Pooler only two years in the high school. " I

like Mr. Pooler, the pi-incipal, very much. He is a man

abont forty, has a family in the city, and is a deacon in

one of the Baptist chnrches here."

His nineteen years in the Moody school would bring

him to Januai-y, 18(>().

Bearing on this date, I (juote from the school com-

mittee's report for 1856: "The Moody school has

changed its teachers throughout. Mr. Pooler has retired

from the ]n-ofession, gracefully wearing the honors of a

veteian and successful teacher."

At the writing of this letter Mr. Pooler was nearly

ninety yeais old. He prol^ably wrote from memory,

and at that age ir, is excusable if memory does not

strictly accord with facts.
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When the Lowell High School was located in the

Barllett school house, in 1838, Mr. Pooler was elected

assistant teacher to teach English grammar and other

granunar school studies. He continued with the school

through the church attic on Suffolk Street, and the Free

Chapel on Middlesex Street, to the new building on

Kirk and Ann Streets.

There the schools were reorganized into male and

female departments. Besides the two principals there

was to be a teacher of languages and a teacher of math-

ematics.

Mr. Pooler was retained as the teaidrn- of languages

till the .Moody school should be opened, for which the

building was in process of construction His reputation

was such as to designate him to be the principal of the

new school. He had taught district schools in \^ermont

and was well grounded in the common grammar school

studies. Beyond that his education was limited.

While holding the title of teacher of languages, he

was accosted by Mr. J. (1. Carney, who was tuucIi inter-

ested in the new cemetery, asking him to get up a Greek

name for the cemetery. He knew as much of Gteek,

perhaps, as did Peter Dowse of Latin literature, who, on

his way to be examined, passing a brook, saw a mud eel

by mooidight ; and a^^tonished the learned board 1)\- his

extemporary Latin: '• Eio mudo moonnm shinum."

In due time Ah-. Pooler became the principal o the

new Moody school, which [)osition he held for manv
years. In the earlier part of that time he was a very

popular and successful teacher^ working harmoniously

with his scholars and assistant teachers.

He was not, however, a progressive teacher, seek-

ing earnestly for improved ways and means. He did
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little to improve his own education and a prole.s,-io:ial

ability. Of course, if pr()!j:i'ess is not forward, it will be

retrok^rade. A teacher's position is no place to slacken

effort, lie was led into j)olitics and carried away by

the Know Nothing craze; not because he was dissatisfied

with the Whio- ])arty, of whicfi he had been a loyal

menibei', but his minister, Rev. Dr. Eddy, was a leader

in that direction. The Baptist brethren have the virtue

of following their minister's lead. This is well when

they lead aritrht; but when they lead iiito politics, or

into the delusion of sudden wealth by patent motors,

their repentant followers fare no better than others.

Dr. Eddy went to the legislature and became the

speaker of the house. His deacon ft)llowed him, and

served the state one term, which was as much as most

of his fellow legislators served.

This diversion furnished Master Pooler a graceful

retirement from the teacher's profession.

lie then entered into life insurance agencies, in

which he made a living business till, from advancing

age, and family heredity, his trembling Inuids refused to

do the necessary writing.

The last ten years of his life he lived with his

elder brother, Annisa, in Rutland, Vt., where he was

born in February, 1804. The two aged brothers leis-

urely cultivated an acre of garden.

The family consisted of himself and wife, a brother

and two sisters, all very aged. In a letter written in

June, 1883, he states that the average of their ages was

over eighty years.

He died July 20, 1896, aged ninety-two years and

five months. His wife was two or three years older

than himself, and preceded him to the grave, as did tlie
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Others, unless his youngest sister mav yet be living.

She was at one time a teacher in one of Lowell's public

schools.

Mr. Pooler was tlie first to die of the three teachers

in the Lowell Hiii:h School, when it was located in the

Free Chapel, and at the time of his death the average

age of those three men was ninety-one years.

In view of su(di an instance of longevity, who shall

say that teachers are short lived; or that teaching is an

unhealthy business ? It is the worry and friction tliat

shortens the lives of those teachers that are not naturally

fitted for the employment.

Mr. Pooler was of a social nature, hap[)ily mai'ried,

l)ut having no children of his own he generally had in

his family the child of some relative. He was not aml)i-

tious of fashional)le society, but lie enjoyed quiet so(;ial

intercourse among his friends, of whom he had many,

especially among his l^aptist brethren. He made friends

easily, and his mild, inoffensive manners retained them.

He spent a week of one vacation in a family on the

ac({uaintance of once having occupied adjacent pews in

a cliurcli. His social propensities had more intluence

with him than professional reading and studies. He

was one of the best of neighbors. One must be very

unneighborly indeed not to live peaceably beside him.

Mr. Pooler had liitle enterprise or desire to make
haste in the pursuit of riches. He avoided speculative

investments of his savings, but he deposited them in

savings banks, which yielded small but sure returns.

He did once, however, tlirougli much pursuasion, pur-

chase a house. His fears of loss cost him many tears,

Init it proved an economical arrangement for a time, and

a ready sale at last relieved him of his fears.
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Deacon Pooler was a, Cliiistiaii gentleman. He

early joined the Baptist church, and ever adorned liis

profession. He held the office of deacon for many years,

and l)ore the title through his life. His enemies were

few, and they only temporarily such, while smarting

under his faithful correction. His many pupils cdierish

his memory, and have only good to say of him.

Few persons that have taught in the Lowell schools

have left a more enduring and favorable remendjrance.



IJ\ Ha])good Wriglit, His Life and Business

Career, by Benjamin- Walker.

Tlie following sketch was prepared by tlie late Mr.

Beiiiainiii Walker, with the assistance of Mr. VVright,

and was to have been presented by him to this Associa-

tion, but before the time anived Mr. Walkei" also had

passed away, and in place of his deliveiing a sketcdi of

Mr. Wriglit, a memorial in his honor was called for and

given.

Mr. Hapgood Wright was born in Concord, Mass.,

Maich 28, 1811. The iirst of his ancestors of whom he

had any knowledge was Edward Wright, who resided in

the Lordship of Castle Hroniwich, Warwick Co., Eng-

land, and who died previously to 1672.

A grandson of his, also named Edward, with his

wife Elizal)eth, came to this country about ItiSO and

settled in Concord, Mass. Seven <j;enerations of his

descendants have lived and died there, and several of

the eitrhth generation are now residents of the town.

Memorial stones have been erected to those who are

buried there, and a sum of money sufficient for their

perpetual care has been provided.

Aaron Wright, the grandfather of Hapgood, was

born in Concord, in 1755. He married Hepsibah Mer-

riam, also of Concord, and they had live children.

Aaron was a soldier of the Revolutionary wai'. He was

in the fight at Concord Bridge under Capt. David

Brown, and followed the British to Charlestown. He



156 Oi:i) KKSIDEXTS- IIISTOUK'AL ASSOCIATION,

^v:ls in several other eiiuagements during the war. among

them Ticonderoga. He died in 1840 at the age of 95.

Nathan Merriani Wright was the oldest child of

Aaron and Hepsihah ( Merriam ) Wright, and was born

in Concord, Nov. 19, 1782. He married Sally Tnttle of

Acton, for his (Irst wife, and they had eight children, of

whom Hapgood was the second. N. M. Wright followed

the occupation of his ancestors, and carried on a large

farm on land including that where tlie State Reforma-

tory now^ stands. He died June 3d, 1856, and is buried

in Concord.

Hapgood Wright's early life was passed on his

father's farm. Here he w^orked until he w^as sixteen

years old, attending the distri(;t school three months in

the winter. He was also a pupil at the academy of the

town for one year.

It may be said in passing that Mr. Wright has

always enjoyed the reputation of being a genial and

pleasant man, and the characteristics of his boyhood

later develo})ed into that kind of energy and persistence

which is essential to a successful business career.

He was early trained to a constant attendance on

religious worship, and went with liis father and mother

two miles to attend service at the Unitarian church in the

town. He well remembered the square pews, with the

seats turned up in prayer time, and the excessive cold

in winter, when an attempt was made to heat the build-

ing with a, common stove. The Rev. Ezra Ripley, D. D.,

who lived at the Old Manse, since made famous l)y

Hawthorne, was pastor of the church, and was regarded

as a very ehxjuent preacher.

In his spare moments, Ha])good acquired some

knowledge of shoemaking by working in a shop owned
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and rented by his father. He l)ecanie so proficient that

he was afterwards engaged by another slioemaker in the

centre of the town, wdiere he worked for some time.

At the age of sixteen he succeeded his first employer

and commenced Ijnsiness on Ids- own account, returning

to his father's shop for that purpose.

In 1828 Hapgood was sent to Low^ell by his father,

on business, and was so much pleased with tlie place

that he at once decided, if possible, to make it his future

home.

He succeeded in finding em[)loyinent in a shoe

store, located near the Central Street station of the

Boston and Maine R. R. After two years' service, the

proprietor having failed, Mr. Wright assumed the busi-

ness. This was in the spring of 1830. Lowell at that

time contained jjetw^een five and six thousand inhabitants.

During the next ten years Mr. Wright laid the

foundation for his future business career. In the mean

time (Jan. 1, 1835) he married Emeline Gates, and the

union ])roved to be eminently hap])y. They were both

amldtious and prudent, and determined to succeed.

Mr. and Mrs. Wright celebrated each anniversary

of their marriage by a family gathering, two of wdiich

were somewhat notable. One in Jan. 16, 1849, when

his father, step-mother, and his seven brothers and sis-

ters, with thirty of their descendants were present, and

the other Jan. 2, 1860, when they celebrated their

twenty-iifth anniversary, by departing from their usual

custom and giving a large party.

During a portion of these ten years, from 1830-40,

he was in partnership with the late Elijah Mixer.

Previous to 1838 specie payments were suspended,

all banking business was carried on by states, and ex-
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change was subject to large discounts, causing many
failures among morchants. In 1838 specie payments

were resumed and business began steadily to improve.

From 1840-50 money was in good demand and com-

manded a liigli rate of interest—from G-24 per cent.

annually.

Pr()))aljly in conse(juence of overwork during these

ten years Mr. Wiight suffered not a little from ill health,

rendering an annual vacation necessary.

Mr. Wright was always prominent in matters per-

taining to the Unitarian church and Sunday school.

In 1844 he actively assisted in the formation of the

society known as the Ministry-at-Large, of wliicli he

was Secretary for many years, collecting funds and

otherwise devoting himself to the promotion of its

interests. This organization at present owns a building

unencumbered, and derives an income from a permanent

fund, and also receives annual contributions from many
friends.

Regular Sunday services are held in its chapel on

Middlesex Street, and food, clothing, and money are

distributed to the worthy poor. This society ranks

among the oldest and most useful of the many charita-

ble institutions in the city.

Mr. Wright always took a lively interest in the

politics of the day. In his journal, from which most of

these facts are taken, under date of July 4tli, 1844,

we find a memorandvnn that he attended a Whig cele-

bration in his native town of Concord. The speakers

were Daniel Webster, Robert C. Winthrop, Rufus Choate,

Abbott Lawrence, of New England ; Horace Greeley of

New York, and Mr. Berrien of Georgia, presenting an

array of oratorical al>ility seldom heard at any single
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gathering. On this occasion nearly ten tliousand people

were present.

To show the high rate of interest paid in 1(S48, Mr.

Wright speaks of loaning money at the rate of one and

one-quarter per cent, monthly. In this connection he

contrasts the difference between the shoe and the cotton

business, stating that there were few importations to

interfere with the one, while there was a large influx of

the other from foreign countries, the quantity of cotton

imported being about three times greater than that of

pievious years, under the tariff of 1842.

In September, 1853, he purchased his present resi-

dence, 70 Lawrence Street, which was built and formerly-

owned by Rev. Henry A. Miles, at that time pastor of

the Unitarian church.

Mr. Wright speaks of money in 1854 as command-
ing a high rate of interest, bringing from nine to twelve

per cent, per annum. Flour was worth from ten to

eleven dollars a barrel, and other articles of food were

correspondingly high, making hard times for the labor-

ing man.

On Thanksgiving day of this year Mr. Wright

visited his old home in Concord, wdien he met his father,

step-mother, and all his brothers and sisters.

This was the last time they were all together.

In 1869, Mr. Wright was elected alderman (J. P.

Folsom being mayor) and was placed on two connnittees,

those of Accounts and Claims, being chairman of the

latter. He was a capable and efficient officer, and care-

fully guarded, so far as was in his powxn\, the interests

of the city, notwithstanding the increased demands upon
his time for his own private business.

In 1872, Mr. Wriu-ht admitted Lanudev H. Board-
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nican into ])artnership, intending thereby to devote his

own time to the wliolesale department of the business,

while Mr. Boardman assumed the manayi-ement of the

retail trade. This partnership continued for five years,

till 1877, when it was dissolved by mutual consent.

On the 7th of August, 1877, after a wedded life of

over forty-two years, Mrs. Wright died at the age of 65.

A lady of unusual purity and refinement of character,

with strong domestic attachments, and the light and

sunshine of Mr. Wright's private life, the loss to him

was fi'aught with the keenest sorrow. With similar

tastes and a single purpose, the snapping of the silver

cord which bound these two lives together proved the

saddest and most aflllictive event of Mr. Wright's career,

and called for all the fortitude he could summon to bear

U}) under this dispensation of God's will.

With that mitigation of sorrow which time alone

affords, Mr. Wright was again married, on the 15tli of

July, 1879, to Sarah L. Gates, a younger sister of his

first wife, with whom he lived happily for ten years.

Previous to her marriage. Miss Gates was for many
years a teacher in the public schools of Lowell. She

was a member of the First Baptist church, and also a

teacher in the Sunday school. This estinnble lad}' died

September 5th, 1889, after a lingering illness.

After dissolving partnership with Mr. Boardman in

1877, Ml". Wright continued business until Octol)er .31st,

1886, when he i-etiied, at the age of 75, having been in

trade 56| years. Probably no trader in Lowell has ever

exceeded Mr. Wriu'ht in the lenii:th of his local business

career, and certainly no one has evei- acquired and

maintained a more enviable reputation than he for

upi'ight and honorable dealings.'
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The public and other offices held by Mr. Wright

have been as follows, viz. : In the Lowell city govern-

ment he was a member of the common council in

1845-4(3, and of the board of aldermen in 1856, 1869,

1870, and 1875. He was appointed justice of the peace

in 1855, by Gov. Washburn, and his commission was

renewed for several successive tei'ms. In 1855 he was

chosen a director in the Lowell Bank, and served for

several years. Subsequently lie became a director in

the Pi'escott National Bank, and was elected its presi-

dent in 1800, to (ill the vacancy caused Ijy the death of

Hon. Daniel 8. Richardson, which position he held at

the time of his decease. He was one of the trustees

and a vice-president of the Five ("ent Savings Bank for

many years.

In 1861-62 Mr. Wright was a member of the state

legislature. In 1881 Dartmouth College conferred upon

him the honorarv dei2;ree of A. M.

That Mr. Wright was ]iossessed of a public spirit,

and that he did not live for himself alone, is shown by

his public and private clnirities, which were fully com-

mensurate with his pecuniary ability. In works of

charity, as in the business of his life, he believed in

doing the greatest possible good with the least amount

of money. He also l)elieved in the words of Phillips

Brooks that " No man has come to true greatness who
has not felt in some dey-ree that his life belonii's to his

race, and that what God irives him, he gives him for

mankind." Acting upon this sentiment Mr. Wright was

prompted to make the gift of ^1,000 to the city of

Lowell in 1876. This money was to be put on interest

for fifty years, when all but the original 5^1,000 was to

be expended by a two-thirds vote of the city govern-
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ment "for the benefit and improvement of the city or

citizens of LowelL" The $1,000 was to be again put

on interest for fifty years, when the interest should l)e

used, and so on indefinitely.

After the reading of the resolution upon its accept-

ance, remarks were made in its favor by several mem-
bers, among others, Councilman Charles Cowley, who
paid a special tribute to Mr. Wright for the liberal spirit

manifested in making this donation. He also u^ave a

clear and comprehensive sketch of Mr. Wright's public

and private life during his residence of more than

half a century in Lowell, and urged other of our promi-

nent citizens to emulate so praiseworthy an example to

aid in providing for the future wants and necessities of

our city, and the less favored of its citizens to whom the

hand of charity can ever be benevolently and properly

extended. The resolution was unanimously adopted in

both boards.

On Saturday, the 12th of September, 1885, the

town of Concord, Mass., celebrated the two hundred and

fiftieth anniversary of its organization. There was a

large gathering of people present, and Mr. Wright made

this the occasion to present the town with one thousand

dollars upon the same terms and conditions as accom-

panied his previous gift to the City of Lowell. The town

voted to accept the gift upon these conditions.

The following letter shows another gift to the

town of Concord :

"Lowell, July ^Otli, 1891.

To the Hon E. R. Hoar, Pres. of the Trustees of the Free PuhUc

Lihrdry of the Tov^ii of Concord, Jlass. :

Deau Sir: I hereby give the satn of three hundred dollars,

in perpetual trust, for the following {)\irpose, to wit : The Board of
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Trustees shall annually take and subscribe for the use of said

Free Public Library, the Lowell Daily Courier, a newspaper now
printed in Lowell, Mass., and have it properly bound each year, for

the use of the l^ibrary, and ]>ay for the same from the annual income

of the gift. If all of the income should not be required in jtayment

of said Courier and binding the same, the balance may be used for

the general benefit of the Library. If the Lowell Daily Courier

should cease to be published, the directors of the Library shall take

such other paper, ])ublished in Lowell, as they may choose.

If by a vote of two-thirds of all the directors of the said

Library they should be of tl>e 0|>inion that some other use of the

income of the above gift would be of more advantage to said

Library they may change it.

It shall be called the Ilapgood Wright Trust Fund for the

benefit of the Concord, Mass., Free Public Library.

Very truly yours,

HAPGOOD WRIGHT."

The gift was accepted on the above conditions.

Mr. Wright has sent to the Concord Free Pnblic Lil)rary

numbers of the Lowell Daily Courier, properly bound,

since 1843. These with the $300 given July 20th,,

1891, will make it a continuous gift from 1843 for all

future time.

Mr. Wright died at his home on Lawrence Street,

Thursday, May ]4th, 1806, at the age of 85 years, after

an illness of three months. He had outlived all of his

brothers and sisters. He is survived by a daughter who
is a niece of his wife, and who was adopted in infancy by

Mr. and Mrs. Wright upon the death of her mother. She

is now the wife of Mr. Henry J. Fay, and with her

husband and young son has made her home with Mr.

Wright for the last seven vears of his life, and was a

great solace and comfort to him in his declining years.

In his will Mr. Wright made other public gifts which

will not be operative during the life of his daughter.
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In closing I cannot but commend to the young men
of our city the energy, perseverance, and industry dis-

played in Mr. Hapgood Wright's career as a business

man, and the high sense of honor, duty, and religious

principles which have guided and governed his course of

action througli a long and well spent life.



V. Amiudl Rejjorf Ijy Solon W. Stevens, Jice-

Presiden t.

Lowell, May 25th, 1897.

Since the hist annual meeting of the Ohl Resi-

dents' Historical Association, Mr. Benjamin Walker,

who was at that time elected president of this organiza-,

tion has l)een removed from our fellowship by death.

On this account it becomes my duty as Vice-President

to submit the customary annual report.

Another year has passed during which our society

in its quiet way has continued to perform its useful and

unpretentious work. This beautiful Hall, conscrecrated

primarily as a, "Memorial" of patriotic associations and

heroic motives, has by permission of the authorities, be-

come the permanent headquarters of our organization.

It is believed that there is a peculiar fitness in this coin-

cidence, for it is the olqect of our desire to collect,

preserve, and rescue from oblivion such data and ma-

terial relative to our citizenship and municipal growth

as shall reflect new lustre upon this attractive "Memorial"

of loyalty and sacrifice, in the hope that this building

may not only continue as a centre for the diffusion of

knowledge, but become in time a shrine wherein patriots

may reverently kneel, and good citizens gather fresh

inspiration from the records of an enviable historic

past.

At the date of our last annual meeting the total

of oui' membership was 172; during the year 3 have



166 OLD KESIDEXTS- IIISTOPJCAL ASSOCIATIOX.

joined, while 13 have l)een removed by death, thus

making the number of our present membership, 102.

The followino- contributions have been added dur-

ing the past year :

—

Buffalo Historical Association. Vol. 4.

Smithsonian Report for 1894.

Lowell City Documents for 1895.

State Library Bulletin, issued by the University of

the State of New York. Nos. 7 and 8.

Manchester Historical Association. Vol. 1, part 1.

Rhode Island Historical Association. Vol. 4, part

2 ; vol. 4, part 4 ; vol. 5, part 1.

Dediiani Historical Register. Vol. 8, parts 1 and 2.

Constitution and By-Laws of the Order of the

Founders and Patriots of America.

Annual Report of the Secretary of the Board of

Regents of the University of California, 189G.

Proceedings of the 44tli Annual Meeting of the

State Historical Society of Wisconsin.

Report of the President of Yale University for 189G.

Catalogue of Yale University for 1896.

Report of the Quarterly Meeting of the Chicago

Historical Society, Jan. 19, 1897.

Programme of Lowell Philharmonic Concert, at the

Masons' Hall on Merrimack street, March 10th, 1832.

The following interesting papers have been read

before the Association by their respective authors dur-

ing the year now brought to its close :

—

A biographical sketch of Mr. Cleveland J. Ciieney,

by Col. James Francis.

A biographical sketch of Mr. Benjamin Walker,

President of the Association, by Mr. Solon W. Stevens.
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The Wamesit Purchase, by Mr. Henry S. Perham.

A sketch of the life of Dea. Seth Pooler, by Mr.

James S. Russell.

The following menil)ers of our Association have

died during the past year. Your attention is invited to

a very brief fraternal notice of each of these :

Mr. Henry Upton died at his home, No. 54 Branch
street^ June 14th, 1896. His vocation was that of an

upholsterer. He was 73 years of age at the time of his

decease. He was a resident of Lowell for luany years,

having previously lived in Andover, Massachusetts. He
was widely known and was highly respected as an up-

right, enterprising and honorable citizen.

Mr. John Richards, who died on September 13th,

1896, at the age of 88, was formerh' a resident of Leeds,

Maine. He came to this city in 183-3, and entered the

employ of the Merrimack Manufacturing Company,
where he remained for nearly fifty years. He held the

position of overseer of the yard until a short time

previcnis to his death, when the infirmities of age com-
pelled him to retire from active duty. He was esteemed

highly by all who knew him, and was regarded as faith-

ful and conscientious in all his dealintj's.

Mr. Philetus Burnham died at the age of 62 years

at his home on East Merrimack street, October 22nd,

1896. Mr. Burnham was born on Cutts Island in Saco,

Maine, in the August of 1834, and came to Lowell with

his father's family in the March of 1841. When 17

years old he engaged in services with the Massachusetts

Mills, and remained with this corporation in various

capacities until the time of his death. He was highly

respected as a citizen and widely known for his zeal and
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activity in I'eliuious labors. When a boy he attended

the First Congregational cliurch on Meri'iniack street.

In 1845 the family were among those wlio withdrew

from the mother chnrcli to form the Kirk-street Congre-

gational church, and in this organization Mr. Burnham

remained a faitliful and conscientious worker until the

day of his death, beloved l)y all who knew him for his

consistent christian life.

Mr. William Seaver died November ord, 1896, at

the age of 78 years, at his home on Howard street. He

was one of the oldest engineers in the state of Massa-

chnsetts. In 1845 he become an employee of the Boston

and Lowell Railroad Company, and soon became an

engineer, which position he held until 1875. He after-

wards had charge of the engines at the Hamilton Piint

Works until 18S'2. In early years he was employed in

the service of the late Hon. James B. Francis in the

surveys for the Massachusetts Mills and other manufac-

turing companies. It is said that after the first two

years of his connection with the Kailroad he kept an

account of the number of miles he traveled and tlie

names of the different engines, and in this account it is

stated that in the last 28 yea is of his experience in this

line of work he had traveled 691,185 miles on 52 differ-

ent ent-'im's, Mr. Seaver was an esiimable man, a good

neighboi, and a highly respected citizen.

Mr. Benjamin Walker died on the 11th of Novend)er,

180(), at 74 vears of age. A notice of this event was

prepared and I'ead befoi'e this Association at a previous

meeting, which in due time will ap|)ear in the published

reports.

Mr. Rufus Maxlield died at the age of 61 on the

21st of November, 1896. He was a native of Nashua,
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New Hampshire. From early lite he was connected with

manufacturing interests. He was for many years a

resident of Lowell, and greatly esteemed for his worth

as an upi'iglit man and a good citizen.

Mr. Josiah Butler died January 21st, 1807. He was

born in Pelham, New Hampshire, in March, 1836, and at

the time of his decease was al)out 60 vears of ai!:e. He
came to this city in 1854, became a meml)er of the

Common Council in 1877, was known as Treasurer of

the Shaw Stocking (,'ompany, anil was identified with

other important business interests. As a business man,

and as a citizen, he won the sincere respect of his

associates, as well as that of tlie cotnni unity at large.

Mr. Joseph A. Patten died at the age of 78 on the

27th of January, 18'J7. He lived in Lowell since 1840,

and for 27 years was an overseer in one of our manufac-

turing corporations. For the last few years of his life

he lived in retirement, and his death was sincerely

mourned as that of a genial, estimable man.

Mr. Joseph S. Upton died February 18th, 1897. He
was one of our oldest residents, having come to Lowell

in 1838. He was 80 3'ears old at the time of his decease.

For upwards 40 years he was an overseer on the

Lawrence corporation, and in his long and useful life he

was highly esteemed.

Mr. F]dward Garner died at 70 vears of au'e on the'

17th of Mai'ch, 1807, He was born in England, and

lived in this city for many years. He was well known
as the overseer of the Hamilton Yard, and also highly

respected as an industrious, honoraljle man.

Mr. George W. Norris, who died on tlie 3rd of May,

1807, at the age of 77 years, was born in Deerheld, New
Hampshire, and came to Lowell in 1834. He was a man
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of sterliuL!: character, and his death was the occasion of

sincere sorrow among the citizens of this coniniunity

where he was widel}^ known.

Mr. Atkinson ('. Varnum w^as born in Dracut, Janu-

ary 27th, 1828, and died on the 4th of May, 1897, at 69

vears of aue. He was a lineal descendant of Samuel

Varnum, who came from Drawcutt, England, in 1G03,

and settled first in Ipswich, Mass., and afterwards re-

moved to that part of Chelmsford lately known as

Middlesex Village. He was a lawyer by profession, and

prominently known as the author of the history of

Dracut, published in the history of Middlesex County by

Lewis k Co., and also as the writer of personal sketches

of many leading men in Dracut, and was regarded as an

authority on matters appertaining to the early history of

this town. He was a very intelligent man, quiet, affable,

of good judgment, fond of historical pursuits, loved and

respected by all who knew him, and in death will be

iireatlv missed l»v a lar^e circle of friends.

Mr. Allston Allen died at Framingham, May 10th,

1897, at the age of 86 years. While living in Lowell he

was engaged in the business of placing investments, and

was highly respected throughout the community.

It will l)e observed that the lowest age limit herein

recorded is 60. while the highest is 88, and that the

average age of the 13 who have passed away during the

last year is a small fraction over 73 years.

Thus at unexpected moments our companions drop

awav. They are taken from our presence forevei-, but

the uieiuoiy of a useful life will long abide to comfort,

to cheer, and to bless. It remains for us to work faith-

fully along the lines in which we are placed, trying to do

unto others as we would that others should do unto us,
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aiming for the approbation of Him '-who doetli all things

well," ambitious for the attainment of excellence in our

distinctive callings, und hopeful that when the end shall

come it may in truth be said of each and every one, he

was a good citizen and an uju-ight, capal)le man.



VI. LoivcU's Ojice - ropiilar Meicspaper, Vox
Fopuli—lSJfl-lSOG, Its Fdse, Progress

and Decline, ivith Biographical Sketclies

of Those Who Were Proniinentlij Con-

nected jvitli it During its More Than
Fiftif-foiir Years of Life. By Z.E. Stone.

The suspension of Vox Popiili, a newspcaper which

had in Lowell 'm local habitation and a name" for a

period of more than fifty-four years, was deemed by one

long directly and indirectly connected with it, ;in event

that warranted the preparation of the following sketch

of its origin and history and the accompanying brief

biographies of those wdio were, in the course of its ex-

istence, pronnnently connected with it.

The publication of Vox Populi, to which was for a

time added the supplementary title "An Independent

Paper Devoted to Local Interests," was begun May 25,

184L Its originator was James M. Stone, at that time,

])reviously and subsequently, a clerk in certain mercan-

tile stores on Central street. It was not undertaken a.s

a business enterprise from which a livelihood was to be

gained, and its originator did not relinquish any portion

of the time which belonged to his employers to ex|)end

U])()n it. 'i'he editorial labor was performed during his

leisure hours, and the mechanical part was done by con-

tract with piactical pi'inters, who had nothing whatever

to do with its management, editorially or otherwise.

In 1808, in answer to incjuiries as to its origin and
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the [)iirpose for which the Vox was stnrtcM], Mr. Stone

wrote as follows : "From the very hegiiiiiiiig of Lowell

as a separate municipality there had heen a good deal of

feeling—whether well-grounded or not—that the cor-

porations, ])rincipally owmed and controlled by non-

residents, had managed the government of the town and

city in the especial interest of the corporations and non-

resident stockholders, to the undue neglect and detri-

ment of the local welfare of the place and its inhalu-

tants. And the idea, upon wdiich the Vox was started

was to furnish an organ to give pul)lic utterance to this

dissatisfaction, w^ith a view' of accomplishing a reform of

the municipal government in particular and generally

pi-omuting the local, as distinguished from the corporate,

or as it was thought, foreign interests of the city."

Mr. Stone had obtained the assurance of se\eral of

his democratic friends who entertained views in hai'uujny

with his own concerning '•cor[)oration inlliience" in the

management of municipal affairs, that they would share

with him the cost of publishing the Vox for a j)eriod of

six mouths, in case enough was not realized from sales

and other sources to meet the necessary expenses. A
do'/CM or more names of persons have been mentioned

in former histories of the enterprise as Ijelonuinor to this

syndicate, not one-half of whom had anything whatever

to do with it. Those wdio were pledged to financially

assist the scheme liad no desire to l)e known as interested

in it ; and it would be (|uite impossible at this late day

to obtain a correct list of their names, were one desir-

able. It is prol)able that no one was ever assessed to the

extent of more than a few dollai-s, if indeed anything,

to support Mr. Stone's scheme. There is not a word in

the hrst number to indicate by whom it w^as conducted.
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published oi" piinttMl. "Edited by tlie People" was the

oidy inlonnation inipart('(l to the public.

The (irst number was certainly not vevy brilliant

—

not even interestinii,-, looked upon fifty years and more

later. It was neatly })iinted, upon new type, and con-

tained no advertisements. Full_y three-((uarters of the

oi'iuinal nuitter (there were several selections) was evi-

dently written by the same ])en—undoubtedly Mr.

gtone's—and dis(uissed in a dry, abstruse style '"Man as

he is," which was the title of the leading prose article;

and something' akin to the subject was the theme of the

leadin<»; editorial, followed by a tirade against '• the

miserable hacks of partisan newspapers." No special

charges or complaints were made against the corpora-

tions; nothing was said against the municipal manage-

ment of the city, and no personalities were indulged in

by the editor or his few correspondents. Altogether the

(irst number was a rather tame, prosy affair. Granville

Parker, Benjamin K. Ikitler and Henry F. Duraut, all of

the legal profession, are said to have been from tinu; to

time contributors to the columns of the Vox; but there

were no outward or inward signs to shcnv that either one

of the three gentlemen had written for the initial num-

ber. Gen. ButliM- has been credited with being its

editor, but he personally dis(daimed ever having occu-

])ied that jjosition. He said :
'"1 wrote very considerably

for it, on its lirst establishment, for some months, and

the articles were pi'inted editorially, but I had no intei-est

in the pa])er and no conti'ol over it." The evidence

that the other genth'meu wei'e contributors is not con-

clusive. The iate Judge Josiah G. Abbott has been

credited with having had an interest in establishing it ;

and in referring to the matter he said—"Indeed if I
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recollect i\L!;htly 1 luid ;i ^oixl deal to do in tln' ;ii"f;iiiu-('-

inent made for its start iiii:'
;"

l)iit as he was cditinii; the

Advertiser up to witliiii a few days of tie- a ppcara-nee of

the lirst, issue of tin' Vo.x, it- is (piitc prohahlf that lie

was not so interested. His nuMiiory eci'tainly faikid iiiin

as to the originator of the paper; and it is no wonder.

It eouhl hardly l)e expe(;te(| tliat the 'diai-k-ha<d<:" of a

man whose mind had been enuTossed for more than half

a ceiituiy in the discussion of ureat leual prohlems ami

democi'ati(' ])olitics woidd retain the details of a hu'^iness

transa(;tion of no u'l'i-at, moment to the pnhlie. VV(;

beliexe. however, Judi^e Ahhott was, ten or lift fien yeai's

later, employed as eounscdloi- lor the then eilitoi' and

publisher of the ])a|)er, who was defendant in one or two

lih<d suits wlii(di had been brought anain<t him. fit maj-

not be out (d ])laee here to add that ,M r. Varney was

con\iete(l, in the court ol common pleas, F(d)riiary term,

18ol!, of libcdling Benjannn F. JJntler, and oiderec] to

pay ."j^To.O?.) The pid)li(; was su])posed to know abso-

lutely nothing concei'uing Vox Populi— its editor, cor-

respondi^nts or printei'— not made plain in its (•olumns

from week to week. 'Inhere was no print ing-ollice, no

counting-room, no agent, to whitdi it coidd be traced ; it,

was sold at the news and periodical stores and bv boys

on the streets. But within a year tlnu'e was no att(;mpt

at con(;ealment, and its location, etc., were as W(dl-kno\\n

as that of any newspaper in the cit\' at the time.

The lirst |)rintei' (jf tie- \^).\— that is, the hrst man
to do the mechanical work— bi'\'oiid tpiestion was

Freder!(dv Auy:ustus Clieever (faudliarly known amone-

his intimate a(H|uaintances as '-(jus (JheeNcr"), a native

ol Lowell or Dracut—a good workman and as cleanly
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and iiice-lookinu" vouiig iiiaii as fvcr 'workcil at the

case" ( tNpe-settinu) in this city. He once informed the

writ(M' of this fact and his statement has since been con-

firmed hy J. F. (J. Hayes, who stated that he had the

siory whicii folh)Ws fioni Mr. Varney himself. We are

of the opinion that Mr. Hayes was never ac(|uainted

with Ml", ('heever. We have a statement from !iim con-

cerninu" this matter in his own handwriting. Cheever,

it seems, liad been applied to by some one to do the

printing of a contemphited weekly paper of certain di-

mensions. Tt would be a fairly easy job for one com-

positoi'. The young man had no office of his own—no

tyi)e. But he procured of James M. Sliute, the agent of

the Boston Type Fonndry, sufficient body-type lo print

a foHo sheet, 21 ])y 14 inches, three columns to the page.

In a room on the third floor of a building on Central

street (the site now covered by Appleton Block), was the

printing-office of Brown & Colby—George N. Ih-own and

George J. L. Colby, relatives by marriage. To this

office Cheever took his new type, and there the first

volume (of six months) of Vox Populi was printed, the

above-named firm renting a pi-ess and such other ma-

terial as he required to do the work. All the printing

offices in the city at that time were small and inexpen-

sive compared with any one of tht-* leiding newspaper

establishments in Lowell at the present time.

Mr. Cheevei-'s connection with the Vox closed sud-

denly. He was not a capitalist, he had ])onght his type

on time, expecting to be able to pay for it before the ex-

piration of six months. l)ut was unable to do so. Mr.

Shnte came for his money : Mr. Cheever not having it,

concludcfl not to see Ins creditor. He skipped ; Mr.

Shnte at once and without formality proceeded to make
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himself as nearly whole as possible. Meeting Samuel J.

Varney on the street he closed a bargain with him for

the type, and Mr. Cheevcr was out of a job. This

transaction took place at about the expiration of the six

months fixed for the publication of the Vox. The issue

for November 20th was the twenty-sixth number and

contained Mr. Stone's valedictory (not over his own

name, however), and the announcement that the pub-

lication would be continued by other parties. It is

evident also that Mr. Varney had bought, about this

time, the printing-office of Messrs. Brown & Colby (or it

had l>een moved out of town or elsewhere), vacated the

ba-ement in Wade's Block, and added his Methuen

material to that which he had purchased ; for the next

issue of Vox Populi (one week's publication only liaving

been skipped to })erniit of the combination and change),

dated Decend)er 4, 1841, contained the name of 8. J.

Varney as publisher and editoi', "over Bent & Bush's

hat-store, corner of Central and Hurd streets." For the

first time Vox Populi now had a sponsor and an

acknowdedged home.

The question may be asked
—

"Who l)argained with

Mr. Cheever to print the Vox ? We are sure no one

can answer with proofs to sustain his statement. It is

hardly probable that it was Mr. Stone ; it may have been

Mr. Varney or Brown & Colby. Mr. Stone says he

thinks Mr. Varney printed it the first six months : "I

don't know but he pi'inted it in some other office than

his own, or caused it to be printed by some one else, but

I only knew him in the matter." It is certain that Mr.

Varney had not, Ma}' 25, 1841, the material (which was

new) with which it was printed ; but he may have been

at the bottom of the transaction which gave the job to
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Mr. Cheever. If so, he was nominally the printer, but it

does not appear anywhere, beyond a doubt, that he had

anything to do with its mechanical, editorial or business

management until it was turned over to him, without

compensation, at the expiration of Mr. Stone's connec-

tion with i\ Mr. Stone does not seem to have been

clear in his mind in another matter. He says :
" I think

the paper was not sold, l)ut delivered only to subscribers,"

It seems hardly probable that there was a list of sub-

scribers for a paper concerning which there had been so

much secrecy, and the idea does not agree with the

recollection of others, who remember that it was hawked

upon the streets and otherwise sold.

Mr. Cheever died in Boston April 16, 1876, at the

age of 60 years. As if to confirm our ideas on the sub-

ject of the origin of the Vox, a Boston paper, in the an-

nouncement of his death, said :
" He made his first ven

ture as a newspaper man by starting the Vox Populi,"

which, as we have shown, was correct only in a small

degree.

The following, which came to our notice after the

preceding had been prepared, shows that Mr. Varney

had nothimi: to do in the matter of establishing the Vox.

In the issue for November 23, 1849, announcing the be-

ginning of the tenth volume, Mr. Varney says :

''It is just eight years since the present editor and

proprietor, with no capital other than a practical know-

ledge of the printing business, assumed the responsibility

of conducting this paper—then only a little seven-by-

nine sheet—as a means of a livelihood. It had been

started by an association of gentlemen of this city (of

which the present publisher was Not a member) for six

months ; and at the end of that time they found them-
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selves somewhat involved in the expenses of publieation

—a perfectly natural consequence of 'too many fingers

in the pie.' From that time to the present we have

steadily pursued our labors," etc. It will be observed

that Mr. Varney does not admit that he had any part

whatever in the pul)lication of the Vox until Mr. Stone

withdrew from it ; and it is only through Mr. Stone's

indirect statement that Mr. Varney is represented to

have been connected with il, the first six months of its

existence, as printer.

The Vox had been issued once a week from May
25th to November 20th, inclusive, and nothing of serious

import had occurred to interrupt "the noiseless tenor"

of its existence, with the exception perhaps of the late

Gen. Butler's criticism of the address of Rev. Amos
Blanchard at the consecration of the Lowell Cemetery.

The annual municipal elections were then held on the

first Monday of March ; consequently the Vox first ap-

peared about three months after the election in 1841

and the last number, under the management of its

oritrinator, about three months before the election in

1842. It is difficult, therefore, to estimate the amount

of influence that "the voice of the people" had exerted

in the politics of the city during the first six months of

its existence. It is said that the campaign of 1841J was

a lively one, that the Vox (then managed by Mr.

Varney) had a warm hand in the contest and that the

citizens' ticket was successful. It is a fact that none of

the gentlemen elected for board of aldermen were

known as " corporation men," nor was the mayor

(Nathaniel Wright) identified with the corporations

(cotton manufactories), whose influence, it had been
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said, was against "tho local welfai-e of tlie place and its

inhabitants," to counteract which the Vox was started.

The board elected was as follows : Jefferson Bancroft,

Rev. Nathaniel Thurston, Cyril French, William Living-

ston, Ithaniar A. Beard, John W. Graves.

With the fiist issue of the Vox by Mr. Varney was

begun its second volume, although it was only six

months old. It was enlarged by the addition of a

column to each page ;ind the columns were proportion-

ately increased in length. General advertisements also

appeared in it, which was a new departure. The new
type had evidently been set aside, for the paper had not

the neat, clean typographical appearance which char-

acterized the first six months. The type used in its

general make-up was evidently a part of that which had

been brought from Methuen. October 15, 1842, it was

a(»;ain sliu-litlv enlaro-ed.

January 20, 1843, Mr. Varney sold his printing

material to Rodney Emerson and John G. Pillsbury, two

pnictical printers, with whom he bargained to print his

newspaper for a certain period. The firm of Emerson

& Pillsbury was short-lived, the former retiring and the

latter continued the lousiness alone. In Novend.ier of the

same year the otHce was removed to the Ijuilding which

had just l)een erected by our well-known fellow-citizen,

Janu's K. Fellows, on Central street, recently occu]iied

by ( am])bell & Hanscom. of the late Morning Times.

Fi'om that location the \^ox was issued I'egularly till

April ^[), 1844, wiicn Mr. Varney bought a small amount

of second-hand printiug-nuiteiial, put it in the room

which had formeily been occupied by the Advertiser,

directly opposite, corner of Central aiid Middle streets.
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The room was on the third floor and not hirge, but was

well adapted for a printing-office. It was made to serve

as editorial room, counting-room, composing-room, press-

room, job printing room—all in one—with space to spare.

This was for long years the home of Vox Populi. Flere

the enterprise grew, and waxed lusty and strong. At

length it occupied, with the exception of a small room

over the street entrance (which was rented to diifereiit

parties in the course of years) the whole building above

the first floor (attic included), in the meanwhile luider-

going eidai'gements, a change of proprietoi's, editors, etc.,

wdiich we shall note as our stoiy^ ])i'ogresses.

In June, 1845, Fisher A. Hildreth l)egan the ])ub-

lication of the Lowell Republican, a weekly democratic

paper, Mr. Varney doing the printing for him, but as far

as the public knew he had no other iutei'est in it. At

that time the Advertiser was owned and edited by H. E.

and S. C. Bakhvin, brothers, wdio had come to the (Mty

from Newport, N H. It was the ()[)inion of certain out-

side parties that the Republican was started with the

purpose of bringing about a sale of the Advertiser

rather than in response to any "long-felt want" for an-

other democratic paper in the city. But be the fact as

intimated or otherwise, in the course of a few months

Messrs. Hildreth & Varney bought the Advertiser estab-

lishment and at once began the management of their

purchase, the former as editor and the latter as business

manager. In the re-arrangement of the business the new^

paper appeared compounded with the weekly edition of

the tri-weekly Advertiser as "the Patriot and Republican."

At the same time Mr. Varney's name was withdrawn

from the Vox, which was left in charge of J. F. C.
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Hayes, a practical printer and forcible writer, whom he

had known from his youth upwards. After less than

one year, if we remember correctly, the firm of Hildreth

& Varney was quietly dissolved. The latter withdrew

and returned to the Vox, and Mr. Hildreth continued the

manao-ement of the Advertiser and its double-named

weekly edition.

Mr. Varney thereafter conducted the Vox until

early in 1850, when he disposed of it nominally, if not

by a real sale, to John T. Chesley, having bought the

Lowell Daily Courier establishment. In November and

December, previously, it was several times announced in

the Vox that the proprietor proposed to publisli a daily
;

and January 14, 1850, he began the publication of a

small sheet called Daily Vox Populi, a penny paper,

Avliich was published less than one month, its publication

having been suspended on Mr. Varney 's purchase of the

Courier, February 2, 1850, of James Atkinson. It is

undoubtedly a fact that the penny daily was begun with

the hope of influeucing and bringing about a sale of the

Courier, There is probably not an issue of the Daily

Vox Populi, of that time, in existence ; no iile of it was

preserved.

This last change was a good one for Mr. Varney ?

the Courier, with its extensive job-printing lousiness,

was a profitable property, and it gave prominence and a

handsome income to its owner. In 1856 it was sold to

the late Tappan Wentworth, but S. N. Merrill's name

appeared as the publisher. The last-named gentleman

had been a student in the purchaser's office, if not his

partner in the law business.

During Mr. Cliesley's administration of affairs the

Vox had a good patronage and grew in favor with the
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public. At the time of the great fair of the Middlesex

Mechanics' Association, in the autumn of 1851, he pub-

lished a daily edition of his paper, with L. R. Streeter

as editor ; but it was hardly a linancial success. Several

years later he bought the subscription list and good-will

of the Daily News (wdiich some years previously had been

commenced by Enoch Emery, A. K. Keach and others),

and for a few weeks published it, independent of the

Vox ; but finally it was sold, to Brown and Morey

—

Leonard Brown and George F. Morey—who united it

with the Citizen, and the two papers, one in name as the

Citizen and News, was continued for many years.

All the schemes of Mr. Chesley were not financially

successful ; and, in 1856, again, and for the last time,

Mr. Varney came into possession of the Vox, but be-

cause of his recent disposal of the Courier to Mr. Went-

worth, his name was not made public in connection with

it ; instead was that of S. W. Huse & Co. Mr. Huse

had been a clerk for Mr. Varney in the Courier office.

No sale was then made to him and he put no money into

the enterprise at that time.

Mr. Varney's death in November, 1859, made
another change ne 'essary ; and January 1, 1860, the

property was sold by his administrators—Isaac Place

and Asa C. Clark—to Z. E. Stone and S. W. Huse, the

firm name becoming Stone and Huse. The new firm

soon had a fair business, but for a time it was somewhat

crippled in consequence of the southern rebellion, as

was every business enterprise in the North ; but instead

of curtailing expen>es the lirm increased their plant.

Mr. Wentworth, evidently tired of publishing the

Courier at loss, urged it upon the new firm, which

bought at almost their own price and terms. In li^bO,
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in April, Messrs. Stone & Hiise took ])ossession of the

Courier and Journal (daily and weekly), printing ma-

terial and good-will ; sold some of the type and presses

and removed the rest into the enlarged quarters of the

Vox and managed the combined plants for seven years.

For a, time the Coiuier was published on terms which

did u(jt cover the cost of the white paper upon which it

was printed ; and then the subscription price was in-

creased one dollar, or to its present terms. This was

during the first or second year of the war. In 1867 the

Courier and Journal were sold to George A. Mai'den and

Edward T. Rowell and Stone & Huse did their printing

for one year, when those gentlemen bought the old Ad-

vertiser material (that paper having deceased duiing the

w^ar), withdrew and engaged in the printing business

themselves.

In 1869, at the suggestion of the writer, the firm

began the publication of the Saturday Vox Populi. It

was not intended to supersede the original Vox, which

was issued on Wednesday (to accommodate those at a

distance from Lowell, who received it by mail), although

that was virtually the effect; for the city leaders gener-

allv wanted the Saturday edition. The idea which

pr{)mi)ted the enterprise was that a well-printed news-

paper, for home and family, with local news faithfully

and fully re})orted, up to the morning of publication,

would be ap]ueciated by the })eople of Lowell, and the

result coniii'med this belief ; the enterprise succeeded

beyond the expectations of its oi-iginatoi's.

The late N. J. N. Bacheller, who had long been the

foreman of the office, was admitted a partner in the firm

in 1870, and the firm-name became Stone. Huse & Co.

In 1874 the establishment was removed from the corner
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of Central and Middle streets, where it had heen located

for about thirty \"ears, to a building then just erected by

Mr. E. A. Smith on Central street, nearly opposite

Jackson—present nund)er 218. The next change oc-

curred four years later, October, 1878, when the firm

was dissolved and Messrs. Stone and Baeheller retired.

They were succeeded by the late Hon. John A. Goodwin

and the firm name became Huse, Goodwin & Co., but we

do not understand that there was a silent partner.

During Mr. Goodwin's connection, as editor, both the

editions of the Vox were somewhat enlarged, which in

the end was probably not a profitable arrangement.

Mr. Goodwin's death occurred in Se[)terMber, 1881. Mr.

John S. Colby succeeded him as editor. Eventually the

interest of Mr. Goodwin was pnrchased by his associate,

when the name and style of the firm became S. W. Huse

& Co., and the public was led to infer tliat Harry V.

Huse was his father's co-partner. The latter had general

charge t)f the bnsiness.

As we have already stated, on the demise of Mr,

Goodwin, the editorial chair was assigned to John S.

Colby, who had been em[)loy('(l as an assistant in the

editorial office for about twenty years. He held the

position till 1801, when he withdrew to engage in the

study of a profession. He in turn was succeeded by

Hariy Y. Huse, who had l)ecoine familiar witli the duties

and responsibilities of the position during the years it

was held by the last two gentlemen named.

The next change of nu)ment in the history of the

concern was the discontinuance of the original (Wed-

nesday edition ) of Vox Populi. which occurred August

31, 1892. Botli issues of the Vox liad lost in circulation

and in advertising patronage, in consequence, partially
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at least, of the competition of the inanv daily papers

and the weekly issues being published at less rates.

Mr. Huse died iu November, 1894. 1 he business

was continued under the old firm name by his son, H. V.

Huse, until March 30, 1895, wdien the announcement

was made, in an editorial paragraph, that with that

number the Saturday Vox Populi would cease to exist,

but would be succeeded I)y a penny-daily bearing the

name of the Lowell Daily Vox Fopuli. The new

claimant for public favor appeared on Saturday after-

noon, April 6th—a folio sheet of medium size, with a

large amount of reading-matter, but without any special

features likely to give it an advantage over the other

afternoon dailies. The result of the enterprise proved

what manv had declared was true : that, there was no

demand for it—that there was no room for another daily

paper in this city of many dailies. On the 10th of July,

1895, without a previous word or intimation—without

even a- parting remark

—

its pul)lication was suspended.

And Vox Populi, as a newspaper in Lowell, after a life

of more than lifty-four years, "gave up the ghost," and

it no longer exists, excepting in its somewhat imperfect

files, which would now be well-bestowed if donated to

the Old Residents' Historical Association or the City

Library. • By either body they would be put in proper

condition and cared for. for the benefit of the public of

today and of coming yeai's.

It is a coincidence not unworthy of mention, per-

haps, that during the six first months of the existence of

Vox Populi the name of the editor, publisher, printer

and place where puidished, were not announced and

were supposed to be unknown to the public ; and during

the three months of its life as a daily i
we infer after an
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examination of the issue for June 6th), the same state

of things was repeated : there was announced neither

editor, publisher, printer nor manager, nor was the

street or number from which it emanated mentioned.

The motives for withholding this information from the

public, whatever they may have been, at dates so re-

mote from each other, were of course not the same
;

but it is a little singular, to say the least, that sucii un-

usual omissions should have occurred. It was, however,

if we remember correctly, at one time editorially an-

nounced that a stock company, bearing the name of the

Lowell Vox Populi Publishing Company, had been

formed, to succeed the firm of S. W. Huse & Co., and

it was generally understood, on the street, that H. V.

Huse was the manager of the business and also the

managing editor of the Daily Vox Populi.

The office and material of the establishment, intact,

we should not neglect to mention, passed into the posses-

sion of Messrs. Thompson & Hill—Aaron S. Thompson
and Charles H. Hill—practical book and jol) printers,

each widelv known in Lowell.

There are comparatively but few people living in

Lowell today who were of adult age duiing the six or

eight first years of the existence of Vox Populi, and

fewer still who remember its general appearance and its

tone and character as a newspaper. Farther than to say

that it always claimed to stand for the best interests of

Lowell (though the correctness of that claim was not

always conceded by leading, influential citizens), we
have here no comments to make concerning it. Eventu-

ally the errors and follies which marred and marked its

early years were discarded, and it took rank with the
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best journals of the state, led in circulation
(
perhaps

also in inlluencing the pnl)lic mind) the other local

newspapei's. and was a source of profit to its puljlishers.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

In this coiniection a brief sketch of the lives of

the gentlemen who were most conspicuous in the man-

agement of Vox Populi, from its inception to its last

issue, may not be without interest. It will also serve to

preserve to some extent the memories of a number of

men who had in their dav and o:eneration no small

influence in moulding the public affairs of this cit}^,

during a period covering more than fifty consecutive

years. The writer was personally acquainted, more or

less intimately, with all the parties named in the fol-

lowing sketches.

James Monroe Stone, the originator of the Vox,

was a native of Westford, Mass., and was born August

13, 1817. He came to Lowell a bright, intelligent,

active young man. Falling in with kindred spirits, he

soon became interested in the politics of the day and

in our local municipal a£f"airs. The origin and purpose

of Vox Populi is clearly set forth in a quotation we

have already made fi'om a letter by his hand. He was

in politics a democrat ; and the policy of the democratic

party of that time was against incorporated manufac-

tories and some other corporations. For favoring the

Boston and Concord Kailioad, when it was contem-

plated, we have been told, Isaac Hill, one of the aldest

of the many a[)h' men New Hampshire has produced,

was ignoi'ed by the leaders of his ])arty and '"read out"
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of it, which was "the beginning of the end" of the

reign of the ohl style democratic party of his state.

Mr. Stone was a leader among the yonng men of his

party in Lowell, and his newspaper enterprise gave him

special opportunities to oppose the corporation man-

agers, who were almost without exception staunch whigs.

He favored shorter hours in the mills, and was a sincere

labor-reformer at a very early day—before there were

labor-reformers "for revenue only." He was a volumin-

ous writer, as the columns of his paper show. Under a

standing heading {"Corporations and Operatives")

articles appeared in successive numbers of the Vox for

thi-ee months. He was generous and self-sacrificing, or

he would never have taken the risks he did to proclaim

his personal opinions on themes which were not at all

popular in this community at that time. Plis later

venture, the Daily Morning Herald, which he began in

1844, was undertaken as a means of o;ainino' a livelihood,

but he did not succeed with it, and in less than a year

it was suspended. His office while pul)lishing the

Herald was on one-half of the third floor of the Iniild-

ing on Central, nearly o])posite Market street, a))Out all

of which is now occupied by Robertson Bros., furniture

dealers. Soon after discontinuing his newspaper he re-

moved to Worcester and engaged in the pu])lication of a,

weekly })aper called The State Sentinel. Probably while

so engaged he was appointed inspector (June 2, 1845) at

the Boston Custom House, a position from which he was

removed in December, 1849. He was publishing the

Sentinel in 1840, after which we have no trace of him

as interested in the newspaper business. While at the

custom-house he probably disposed of his business in

Worcester and located in Charlestown. We think he
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broke with the democratic part)- on the slavery question

and joined "the free-soiiers," the most of whom c^ime

out from tlie whig party, to openly fight against the

extension of slavery into tiie territories and the admis-

sion of any more slave states into the Union. He be-

came a leader in the new party which was soon strong

in Massachusetts He was six times elected to the

house of repiesentatives from Charlestown and twice

was chosen speaker of that body. For a number of

years he was a power in the politics of Massachusetts,

and was on the right side on all the great moral ques-

tions of the times. Mr. Stone died December 19, 1880.

Samuel Jameson Varney was a native of Rochester,

N. H., and was born March 11, 1814. He was educated

in the public schools of his native town, and while yet

a youth he was sent to the adjoining town of Dover,

apprenticed to the printing business in the Gazette

office. One of his fellow-apprentices was J. F. C.

Hayes (of whom we have already spoken), and they

became fast friends and were much together in later

years. After Mr. Varney located in Methuen he was

married to a lady of his native town, as the following

shows: "Married in Rochester, N. H., April — , 1837,

Mr. S. Jameson Varney, publisher of the Methuen Falls

Gazette, to Miss Mary Jane Place, of Rochester." This

lady was a sister of Isaac Place, for many years a well-

known and much-esteemed citizen of Lowell.

January 2, lS3r5, Mr. Varney, then recently from

Dover, Ijought the newspaper called The Iris, published

at Methuen, and the printing office from which it was

issued. The concern had been moved from Haverhill a

year or two earlier. He aljandoned the name of his
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purchase and in its place began the publication of the

Methuen Falls Gazette, which he coutinueil to publish

until September 3, 1838, when it })asseil into the hands

of True Worthy Hoitt. The issues to January 18, 1839,

contained his (Hoitt's) name as publisher; but in the

number for April 12th, followinu', iMr. Varney's name
re-appeai'ed in its place and Iloitt's no more. There is

probably no com})lete lile of the Gazette in existence.

Between the dates last named (January 18tli and April

12th) the numbers are missing, and between those dates

there was a fire in the Gazette office, concerning which

we have not been able to obtain any details. A[)[)arently

it was not of much extent; for the issue for Aj)ril 12tli

was not very unlike, in general appearances, that for

Jaiuiary 18th, previously. It is un([uestionably a fact

that the fire occurred while Hoitt was running the con-

cern, and that after the accident Mr. Varney, who had

been spending a few weeks in Ohio, returned and took

the property into his own hands again, and, April 5th,

resumed the publication of the Gazette. It is probal)le

that that issue contained an account of the fire, but it is

very doubtful if a number of it exists. In the one for

April 12th occurs the folh)wing paragraph, undoid^tedly

from Mr. Varney's [)en :
" Our old editoiial-chair was

pretty well used up at the time of the fire in and about

our office. So we shall be obliged to perform our edi-

torial duties in a standing position till some good friend

brings us another chair." It is probable that the (ire

occurred the last of March or very first of April, 183!t.

Mr. Varney continued the publication of the

Gazette till February 28, 184(1, when he announced its

suspension, lack of patronage being given as the reason.

It was also announced that the Lowell Patriot or Lowell
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Advertiser would be sei'ved to subscribers in its stead.

In the month of Marcli following Mr. Varney came to

Lowell to reside. He undoubtedly obtained work in the

Advertiser otiiee : Mr. J. J. Judkins, who was at work

there at that time, remembers the fact that Mr. Variiey

was among the employees in the office. Later he kept

on sale for a time newspapers, periodicals and stationery

in one-half of a small store in Wyman's Exchange, on

Central street, and did a little lousiness in the line of

card and small job printing, getting the work done at a

near-by office, on which he realized a slight commission.

At a still later date his printing material in Methuen

was brought to Lowell and set up in the basement of

Wade's block (so called at the time), corner of Central

and Hurd streets, underneath the apothecai'v shop of

the late Jacob Robbins. The building is now owned by

Patrick Dempsey. The ])i'ess was re[)aired by Mr. Var-

ney's brother-in-law. David Place, a machinist, who is

still living and whose recollection of the event is quite

distinct. The material was very small in quantity, old

well-worn. The City Directoi-y for 1840 does not con-

tain Mr. Varney's name : but in that for 1841 is the

followintj;; :

'• Varnev, Samuel J.. i)rinter ; house, Hiu^h

street square." At thi' time the Directory was published

it is prol)abie that he had not begun business in his little

office, already desciil)e(l, in connection with his becom-

ing the owner and editor of Vo.x Populi.

(•oucerning Mr. \'arnev's manngeinent of the \"ox

we would ''nothing extt'iuiate or set down aught in

malice:"' but truth ri'(|uires that we should sav that for

eight or ten yeai's it was bad, indefensible ; it misrep-

resented the man himself and was a reflection on the

fail' fame of our city. He indulged in perst)nalities in
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an exceedingly offensive way, and the worst scandals of

the city were reported with a most objectionahle fidel-

ity. The bad features of the Vox for a time ij^reatlv

overshadowed those that were commendable. Mr. Var-

ney personally was a good citizen—honest in his deal-

ings and entirely trustworthy. He was active, enter-

prising and industrious always. He hated shams of all

grades and greath' delighted in showing them up. For

many years, after the distinguishing and unjournalistic

features of the Vox liad been abandoned, he rose in the

estimation of his fellow-citizens and was active and in-

fluential in local politics and in tlie general affairs of the

city. As the publisher of the Courier he commanded a

larger amount of business than had any of his predeces-

sors, and in his hands the concern was a financial success.

Mr. Varney was a social, kind-hearted man ; as a writer

he was direct and incisive, rarely, however, giving his

attention to anything other than topics (jf the d;iy of a

local character. His interest in the business of the city

prompted certain of his friends to compliment him by

naming one of the western thoroughfares " Varney

street." Mr. Varne}' was twice elected a member of the

common council and twice to the board of aldermen:

he was serving his second term as alderman when his

death occurred, November 11. 1859. He was twice

married, the second time to Miss Ruth Stuart, who was

for many years a popular teacher in our public schools.

Asa W. Farr was never more than a substitute in

the editorial chair—twice or more so servinii' for two or

three weeks at a time, when the editor proper was out

of the city. We think he was a native of Vermont and

had learned the printing business before coming to
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Lowell. Somewhat late in life he resolved to study law

and entered the office of Benj. F. Butler for that ]3ur-

pose ; in after years he may have been, for a brief time,

in partnership with that gentleman. For about ten

years, from 1845. he practiced law without a partner.

He went from Lowell to Wisconsin ;ibout the year 1856.

He was once or more a member of the legislature of

that state. During the late rebellion he entered the

army, and report has it that he was murdered by a band

of Missouri guerillas.

Benjamin F. Johnson more than once had control

of the Vox, but he was never announced as the editor.

He was for a long time a somewhat fre(|uent and always

acceptable contributor to its columns. On coming to

Lowell from Nashua he went into the employ of the

Boston and Lowell Railroad company. He wrote con-

siderably for the Lowell" Advertiser— for a time he had

editorial charge of it ; and for a long series of years he

was a paid contributor to the columns of the Country

Gentleman, a most excellent weekly publication. Pre-

vious to 1854, he went to (.hicago, 111., and entered the

land-department of the Illinois Central Railroad com-

pany, holding a responsible position. He bought con-

siderable real estate at an early period in the central

part of the state, which greatly increased in value on

his hands. Mr. Johnson became well known as a schol-

arly, studious gentleman. He was selected for private

secretary by Gov. William H. Bissell of Illinois, and

occupied that position from 1857 to '61, inclusive. Mr.

Johnson was a native of Charlestown, Mass., and

was born Nov. 22, 1817. He died in Champaign, III.,

Feb. 21, 1804, where still resides his sister. Miss Hannah

A. Johnson.
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Jonathan Franklin Cliesley Hayes, who, as shown
in the preceding history, for a time was the sole mana-
ger of Vox Populi establishment, was boi'ii in Dover, N.

H., August 7, 1812. His school-days were few and the

opportunities for acquiring an education were of the

most meagre character. When about ten years of age

he went into the Dover Gazette office as errand-boy and

carrier. During his apprenticeship he remembers that

in the same office were employed Benjamin P. Shillaber,

Samuel J. Varney and George E. Locke, among others.

Shillaber became famjus as the author of Mrs. Parting-

ton's sayings, and Locke as a comedian was widely

known as " Yankee Locke." Mr. Hayes's hrst venture

in business was as a member of the firm of Locke &
Hayes (not George E. Locke) as the publishers of a

weekly newspaper in Dover, named The Globe, which

had a short life. One of his early ventures was on

behalf of other parties. He purchased the materials

and did the mechanical work for the White Mountain

Aegis, a weekly newspaper, at Lancaster, N. H., which

was eventually moved to Haverhill, N. H., and united

with the paper there and published as the Whig and

Aegis. But the concern never paid its backers, and

finally came into Mr. Hayes's hands, who eventually

sold it and went to Toledo, 0., to take an interest in the

Toledo Blade ; but not long afterward he returned to

New England, and in the course of time came to Lowell

and went into the employ of Mr. Yarney, as already

narrated.

After a residence here of a few years he went to

that part of Methuen which afterward became Law-
rence, at about the very beginning of that then-to-be

important manufacturing city, and set up a job-printing
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office. October 10, 1846, he began the publication of

the Mei-riniack Courier (the first newspaper in the town

after Mr. Varney had suspended the Gazette), afterward

changing the name to the Lawrence Courier. The Hrst

intention of the founders of the town was to call it

Merrimack ; and in settling upon a name they had the

same experience that did the incorporators of Lowell.

Petitioners to the legislature for the incorporation of

that town asked that it be named Merrimack, and a bill

was reported and passed through most of its stages con-

taining that name, but at a late hour Merrimack was

stricken out and Lowell substituted. The proprietor of

the Chelmsford Phoenix had moved his office from Mid-

dlesex Village and changed the name of his paper to

Merrimack Journal, understanding that the name of the

new town was to be Merrimack, and he continued it

under that name foi' a year or more when Lowell was

put in its place. Thus was the experience in Lowell re-

peated in Lawrence. In 1851 Mr. Hayes sold his plant

and his other interests in Lawrence and went to Cleve-

land, Ohio, where he remained about a (juarter of a cen-

tur\-. Having passed the age of active labor, some

vears aiio he moved to Groveton, N. H., where he still

resides.

dohii Twombly Chesley was a native of Dover, N.

H., and was born Feb. 28, 1817. In early life he learned

tbi' shoemakers' tra(U' and that was his vocation for

maiiv years. He came here from Lynn about 1836.

For a time he worked for Daniel Swan—a well-known

shoe dealer, whose sons still continue in the business

—

on custom-work and he also received stock and orders

from a Lvnn manufacturer, to whom he returned the
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completed goods. After a time he returned to Lynn

and resided there several years, Init finally came back

to Lowell and in the course of time entered the employ

of Mr. Varne3% whose wife was his cousin, makinu' him-

self useful in the general work of the office. His pro-

prietorship of the Vox is specially mentioned elsewhere.

He was not a practical printer ])ut exhibited an aptitude

for the newspaper business and an activity which ought

to have won success.

While managing the Vox he became interested in

the Lowell Museum, with Noah F. Gates, which was

then in the buildino; at the head of Central street, built

in 1840 for the Freewill Baptist society, of which Hev.

Nathaniel Thurston was the pastor. It stood directly

opposite the head of Central street. The society became

financially involved, and after a long struggle in the

courts, the property went out of its hands and into those

of B. F. Butler and F. A. Hildreth. The upper part

was converted into a museum and theatre, the rest,

above the stores, into offices, Friday afternoon, Octo-

ber 1, 1853, the building and contents were badly

injured by lire. At that time the Museum \vas owned

by Mr. Hildreth and Mr. Chesley. Nearly all the con-

tents of the Museum were ruined and were never

restored, but the structure, after l)eing repaired, con-

tinued to be known, till 1882, as the Museum building.

About two weeks later than the fire the friends of Mr.

Chesley, in consideration of his loss, arranged to hold a

grand military, firemen's and civic levee, the net pro-

ceeds of which were to go to liim. The affair was

largely attended and in all respects successful, many of

the best-known most influential citizens of Lowell at

that time havina- its manairement in hand. We may
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properly add here that the Museum building was a

second time damaged by fire. On the morning of Jan-

uary 30, 1856, it received a worse scorching than at the

first fire, a little more than three years previously; but

it was repaired and was occupied until 1882, when the

structure now standing upon its site and that of the lot

next south of it, known as Hildreth block, was begun,

and finished in 188o or '84. Mr. Chesley was a genial,

companionable man, well-posted in public affairs and

widely-known in Lowell and vicinity. He was a charter

meml)er of Wamesit Lodge, Knights of Pythias, and

also a member of Veritas Lodge of Odd Fellows. He
died in this city November 6. 1872.

Enoch Emery, who more than once guided the

editorial pen of Vox Populi, introduced himself to its

readers through a serial local story entitled '' Norton,"

although he had written and published a number of

short stories previous to the appearance of that more
pretentious work. He was at the time a clerk at the

Merrimac house, kept I)y his brother, Maj. Henry
Emery. About the same time he wrote a farce, which

was produced by a stock company then playing at the

Museum. He was a member of the firm of Keach,

Emery & Co., the originators (in 1851) of the Lowell

Daily News. That enterprise was not successful, and

after a year or two he withdrew from it, and later, alone,

began the publication of the Daily Morning Herald, in

the s;ime building and same room occupied by James M.

Stone, who had attempted the establishment of a news-

paper bearing the same name seven years previously.

Mr. Emery's enterprise had a brief existence and it was

his last experience in newspaper publishing in this city.
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He left Lowell in 1854 and eventually located in Peoria,

Illinois, and there entered upon the same calling with

better results. He was one of the firm which published

the Peoria Transcript, his position being that of editor.

Mr. Emery in later years wrote a novel of about

five hundred pages, which was published by J. P. Lip-

pencott & Co., Philadelphia, in 1871^. It was entitled

" Myself—a Romance of New England Life." It is a

very clever story. He also edited a '^ Compendium of

LTseful Information," which he intended to publish annu-

ally, but we doubt if more than one nundjer was issued.

Durinu' the war of the rebellion he held a irovernment

office—collector of internal revenue, we think. He was

ever a rapid and tireless writer.

Mr. Emery was a native of Canterlniry, N. H.,

born August ol, 1822 ; deceased at Peoria, Mav 30,

1881.

Thomas D. Bradlev, a native of England, was for

some years in the employ of Mr. Chesley as an aman-

uensis and editorial writer. He had a clear and com-

prehensive style and was a most useful man in the office.

For many, many years since leaving Lowell, he has been

constantly in the employ of the Boston Daily Herald.

Leander R. Streeter, in his time well known as

" Corpoi-al Streeter," a native of Boston, had a brief

experience on the Vox. He was in early life a portrait

or miniature painter. Before coming to Lowell he had

conducted newspapers in Richmond, Va., and in Boston.

He was a sprightly, ready writer. Previous to his brief

connection with the Vox he was for some time the editor
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of the LowoU Courier. He was a native of Boston and

the son of a Universalist minister.

Z. E. Stone (perhaps we shouhl mention that he is

not a rehxtive of J. M. Stone, whose name has so often

ap])eared in this paper) was at three different times,

covering a period of more than twenty years, the con-

ductor of the Vox. It is not thought advisable at this

time and in this phice to rehite his experience in the

newspaper and printing business in Lowell and else-

where. Although now something of a '' last leaf on the

tree," he is still in the field nnd may be found or heard

from, at tlie office of the Morning Mail— his latest ven-

ture, undertaken with others in 1879.

Miss Harriot F. Curtis for a year or more did most

of the editorial work on the Vox and had charge of the

miscellaneous department. We know but little of her

history ; she was a farmer's daughter and came to

Lowell and worked for a time in one of the cotton mills ;

at that time nearly all the operatives of both sexes were

sons and daughters of New England farmers. Miss

Curtis was one of the writers for the earliest copies of

the Lowell Offering, ''the factory girls' magazine."

When that publication became a i-egular monthly, her

name a{)peared upon its covers as one of the editors,

Miss Harriet Farley (now Mrs. Dunlevy of New York

city) being senior editor. Miss Curtis was the author of

a novel entitled "Kate in Search of a Husband." and

(|uite a number of popular short stories.

Ste])hen Warwick Husc was a native of Methuen,

Mass., and was born Februarv 20, 1829. He was the



vox roPLLi. 201

son of Dr. Stephen Hnse, for many years a well-known

physician in the northern portion of Essex connty. He
was educated in the pul)lic schools of the town ; and

after quitting school spent some time in preparing for a

professional life, but finally abandoned the proposition.

When about twenty-hve years of age he came to Lowell

to take a situation in the ticket-office of the Lowell and

Lawrence Railroad company, at the Middlesex street

station. Later he accepted ;i situation as clerk in the

Courier office, and still later went with Mr. V^arney

(whose eldest daughter he had married) to the Vox office,

that prt)perty having for the third time passed into Mr.

Yarney's possession, as elsewhere related. His connec-

tion with the A'^ox, and later the Courier, after the

decease of Mr. Varney, need not be repeated. Mr.

Huse had nothing to do with the editorial management

of any of the newspapers, the firms in which he was a

member were first and last interested; his }»ost was the

counting-room, during all the years he was in the news-

paper and printing business. He was never an as]Hrant

for political preferment, state or munici[)al, and belonged

to none of the social or l)enevolent orders excepting the

Masonic, where he had attained the thirty-second grade.

His position in business brought him in close contact

with a great many of his fellow-citizens, by whom he

was favorably regarded during his long residence in

Lowell. He'died November 21^ 1894.

Samuel A. McPhetres was of Scotch descent, Ijorn

in Bowdoinhani, Maine, in 1827. He did his first news-

paper work, as a reporter, on the American Citizen,

beginning in 1854, but previous to that date he had

undoubtedly contributed articles of a political character
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to all the other loeal papers of the city. When a youth

he had learned cigar-making, and was for many years so

employed after coming to this city. Previous to 1860

he was for some time in charge of Vox Populi, and

afterward, till 1869, Avas associate editor. Mr. McPhe-

tres had a wonderful memory, especially in matters

concerning this country, its public men and general and

local politics. In the compilation and arrangement of

statistics and " iu^'olino' with figures " (we do not mean

the use of them in an offensive sense) we doubt if he

had an e(|ual in our city. He was elected to the office

of city clerk, succeeding the late John H. McAlvin. who
had been chosen city treasurer. From early in 1869 to

September 29, 1882, he admirably discharged the duties

of his office. On the date last mentioned he died sud-

denly, while out of town, on a brief vacation. The city

government took part in the funeral rites and honored

his memory as a faithful public official, by the adoption

of appropriate resolutions.

Nathaniel Jeremiah Norton Bacheller was a native

of Fayette, Maine. He was born June 16, 1827, and

spent a lai'ge part of his boyhood in his native town

and ill Farmington. in the adjoining county. At a

pro})er age, he entered the oiHce of tlie Maine Farmer,

at Winthro]), as an apprentice to the printing business.

A year or two later, the location of the paper having

been chanucd and not iireferriu": to uo with it, he went

to Kent's Hill and attended a term or two at the semi-

nary at that place. He went from Kent's Hill to Saco,

and foiuid woi'k in a |)rinting c-ffice. Within the next

three years he worked as journeyman printer in Saco,

Biddeford, Poi'tland and Machias, a portion of the time
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having charge of the offices where he was employed.

He came to Lowell in 1851, but did not remain long

and went from this city to Nashua, but there his resi-

dence was not of lengthy duration. He went back to

Saco and was in the book and stationery business, print-

ing office attached, with a partner, a short time and

then withdrew. In 1856 he came to Lowell, to reside

permanently. He first engaged with Mr. Varney, at the

Courier office, and eventually succeeded Joseph L. Rus-

sell ;is foreman, the latter going to San P'rancisco, Cal.,

where he has since resided. Mr, Bacheller retained his

position until the Courier establishment \vas purchased

by Stone & Huse, as already related. A year or two

later he became foreman for that firm and eventually

was admitted a member of it and held his position until

October, 1878, when it was by mutual consent dissolved.

A few weeks later the firm of Stone, Bacheller &
Livingston was formed and engaged in job printing on

Jackson street. July 1, 1879, they began the publica-

tion of the daily Morning Mail. The lirpi, some three

years later, was dissolved and a stock company took its

place. Mr. Bacheller was elected manager and treas-

urer, which position he held at the time of his death,

which occurred February 17, 18'J5.

He was one of the founders of the Bacheller,

Dumas & Co. bindery (now Dumas & Co.) and was in-

terested in it at the time of his demise. He was a vice-

president and member of the board of trustees of the

Washington Savings Bank. For a series of years he

was an active member of the official board of St. Paul's

Methodist Episcopal church. He was likewise a mem-
ber of William North Lodge, F. A. M., and of Washing-

ton Commandery of the Order of the Golden Cross,
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Mr. Bacheller was a (|uiet, unassuming man; took

but slight interest in politics and was but little before

the })ublic. He was industrious, painstaking, honest

—

widely known and respected.

John Abbot Goodwin, who twice held the position

of editor of the Vox, was born in Sterling, Mass., May
21, 1824. He was for many years a successful teacher

in the public schools. Where his journalistic career

began we have not been informed. He was for a time

superintendent of the public schools of Lawrence and

also a while with Mr. Hayes in the management of the

Lawrence Courier, and came to Lowell from that city in

1854, to conduct the Lowell Courier, and was so em-

ployed about one year. Later he had charge of the

Citizen and News for a period of two years. He was

elected to the legislature in 1857, '59, '60 and '61. The

two last years he served the house as its speaker. He
was two years a member of the Lowell board of alder-

men, and ten consecutive years served on the school

committee. He was postmaster of Lowell for thirteen

years—from April 12, 1861—receiving his appointment

from President Lincoln. His last editorial work was

done while he was half-owner of the Vox, from 1878 to

1884. Mr. Goodwin was a careful, painstaking writer

and a fine extemporaneous speaker. He spent much

time during the later vears of his life in the preparation

of a manuscript entitled " The Pilgrim Republic—a His-

torical Review of the Colony of New Plymouth," which

after his demise, was edited by his son, William Bradford

Goodwin, and published by Ticknor & Company, l^oston,

in 1888. He was of Pilgrim stock himself and emi-

nently qualified iov the labor which he voluntarily
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assumed. The book has taken high rank and is an

authority on the subject it discusses. He was the

brother of Mrs. Jane Austin, whose novels depicting

continental life and character, published during the past

twenty-five years, won much favor from the public.

Mr. Goodwin died September 21, 1884, sincerely la-

mented in Lowell and elsewhere in the commonwealth,

being widely known and everywhere esteemed. His

remains were interred in a cemetery in South Sudbury.

John Stark Colby (a native of New Hampshire)

succeeded Mr. Goodwin in the editorial chair of the Vox.

He was educated in the public schools of Maine and left

Fryeburg Academy fitted for college ; but deferring to

the wishes of his father, who preferred that he should

acquire a mechanical calling and later perhaps take a

college course, in 1870 he entered the employ of Stone

& Huse, to gain an insight into ''the art preservative of

all arts." In good time he took the position with the

above-named firm, of local reporter on the Vox, where

he quickly proved his adaptability for newspaper work.

After the change of proprietorship of the Vox (in 1878)

he retained the same position until the death of Mr.

Goodwin. He was then made editor-in-chief, a post

which he held until he voluntarily relinquished it.

Something more than seven years ago, Mr. Colby re-

solved upon " a new departure " and entered the Theo-

logical school at Andover, to prepare for the ministry.

He made rapid strides at his studies and at the end of

two years (the regular course is three) he had the per-

mission of the authorities of the institution to graduate,

having already been invited to the pastoi-ate of the Con-

gregational church at Marlborough, N. H. He accepted

the position offered him and still remains in that town;
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and his career in his chosen work certainly thus far

seems to have been attended with a complimentary de-

gree of success. Mr. Colby is an accomplished scholar,

still studious in the lines of his profession, and conver-

sant with the most prominent ideas uppermost in the

minds of tlie great thinkers of the day. He is a man of

marked literary ability and wields "the pen of a ready

writer." He wrote and read at the semi-centennial cel-

ebration of the incorporation of the town of Lowell,

March 1. 1876, a poem of decided merit ; and since that

time he has been called upon, on special occasions in

Lowell and elsewhere, for literary contributions, which

have been received with complimentary expressions.

Mr. Colby was for two years a member of the Lowell

school committee, and he succeeded the late Daniel S.

Richardson as a member of the board of trustees of the

State Insane Asylum at Danvers, but resigned on leaving

the state.

Harry Varney Huse was generally recognized as the

editor of the Vox, succeeding Mr. Colby, and the daily

after the suspension of the weeklies. He is a grandson

of the late Samuel J. Varney and was born in Lowell

and educated in our public schools. He entered the

office of the Vox Populi in 1878—before he had attained

his majority—and soon acquired a general knowledge of

its several mechanical branches. A few years, later he

was given the position of foreman and eventually became

the manager and principal editor. Mr. Huse has many

influential fi-iends in a circle of about his own age, and

is well known to the business men of Lowell. He has

been for some time past connected with an important

industry in Boston, still, however, residing in this city.

Lowell, November, 181)6.
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ril. Rev. Robert Court, B.B. By Charles Cow-

ley, LL.B. Read June JBst, 189S.

Those stalwart Ulsterinen who settled on the Merri-

mack river in New Hampshire in 1711', brought with

them two important contributions to American civili-

zation— Irish potatoes and Scotch Presbyterianism,

—

neither of which had previously been known in New
England. By them came the establishment of Presby-

terian churches in Londonderry, Windham and various

other towns, and the settlement in many places of fami-

lies wh() preferred Presbyterian to Congregational forms.

It was probably such preferences in some, combined with

more mercenary motives in others, which, in 1819, led

the Cono-rescational church in that i)art of Dracut which

has since been annexed to Lowell, to join the London-

derry (now the Boston) Presbytery. By act of the Leg-

islature, in 1820, thirty-one families,—perhaps two-thirds

of all the families in East Chehnsford,—were transferred,

for parochial j^urposes, to that church, now called the

Pawtucket church. Six years later East Chelmsford was

incorporated as the town of Lowell ; Ijut the Pawtucket

church remained Presbyterian until 1837, when it re-

sumed its place in the Congregational denomination.

In 182S a colony from Renfrewshire, Scotland, set-

tled in Lowell, and enL>•a^•ed in the manufacture of car-

pets.* It included, of course, many sons and daughters

of the Kirk of Scotland, and was reenforced from time

* On this and other foreign colonies of Lowell see volume II of these Contributions"

p. 1-1.
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to time hy other immigrants. In later years Pres-

byterian immigrants from all the British North American

provinces, particnlarly New Brunswick and Nova Scotia,

settled in Lowell. Hence came successive efforts to

establish Presbyterian churches here.

In 1851 the Associate Reformed Presbyterians, dis-

senters from the Kirk of Scotland, (z;athered a church in

Lowell, which, in 1857, became extinct in consequence of

the industrial distress of that time. The pastor was the

Rev. Peter Gordon.

During his pastorate here Peter married a widow

with several small children and a farm in New York.

His salary being too small and too precarious to warrant

the bring^inir of his wife and her children to Lowell,

Peter contented liimself with occasional visits to her

upon her farm ; and when nagged for teaching other

men to live with their wives wdiile neglecting that duty

liimself, he would reply that he couldn't afford to both

preach and practice on his small salary. When visiting

his wife Peter would leave Lowell upon a Monday, secure

some one to supply his pulpit on the following Sunday,

and return in person " fresh and fair for preaching " (as

Mr. Beecher would have said) on the second Sunday.

This metliod worked well for a time, but only for a time.

Peter travelled by the Norwich line, and, in consequence

of an accident, he once failed to return in season. The

tongues of all the tittle-tattlers were immediately let

loose upon Peter, and his faithful boarding mistress re-

ported to him all that they said. He at once resolved to

resign, but ke})t his purpose to himself until the follow-

ing Sunday morning when, to the surprise of the tattlers,

he pleached his farewell sermon. " The words of the

wise are as goads," and the words of Peter fell upon
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burning ears as he rebuked the tittle-tattlers for their

censures upon him. The text of that sermon was

:

Acts 12 : 18. " Now as soon as it was morning, there was

no small stir among tlie soldiers, what was become of

Peter." He died in Australia.

In January, 1869, the United Presbyterians, succes-

sors of the ancient Covenanters, gathered a church in

Lowell, to which the Rev. J. L. Robertson preached for

some months; l)ut in May, the church i-esolved to unite

with the great Presbyterian Church of the United States,

and on June 23, L869, the First Presbyterian church in

Lowell was regularly organized by a commission from

the Presbytery of Londonderry, with thirty-one mem-
bers.

The Rev. John Brash was installed as the first pastor

of this church, October 26, 1869 ; Mr. Robertson having

declined a call. In 1870, Mr. l^rash resigned and on

November 1st, of that year, the Rev. Alfred C. Roe was

installed as pastor, but in the following May he resigned.

The Rev. Soltan F. Calhoun was installed as pastor in

October, 1871, and resigned Septend^er 20, 1873. He
was succeeded by the Rev. Robert Court, the subject of

this paper. But to complete the succession of pastors,

it may here be stated that the Rev. James M. Craig,

formerly pastor of the Presbyterian Church of New[)ort,

Rliode Island, was installed as Dr. Court's successor,

June 24, 1898, with every prospect of a successful pas-

torate.

Elder John D. Hubbard, who was one of Dr. Court's

most stedfast friends during the whole period of his min-

istry here, still retains his eldership. In the General

Assendjly recently held at Winona, Indiana, he sat as a

delegate from the Boston Presbytery, of which he is one

of the oldest elders.
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These outlines of local Presbyterian history suffice

to show how Dr. Court happened to come to Lowell.

But for the coming of the Ulstermen, early in the last

century—but for the change of base of the Lowell Pres-

byterians to the great Presbyterian Church of the United

States— Dr. Court might never have been known in

Lowell.

Robert Court was born in Glasgow, Scotland, Febru-

ary 13, 1829, and was the son of Joseph A. Court, a man

poor in purse, Ijut rich in spiritual gifts ; a man who, like

Haroun Al Rasehid, could thrive on " oatmeal and

prayer." It was from him that Robert Court derived his

special aptness to lead the devotions of a congregation.

In 1858 Robert Court joined Dr. Gault's church in

Suffolk Street, Glasgow, and thu« identified himself with

the great Free Church movement, initiated by Dr.

Chalmers in 1843. In March, 1860, he had a four-nights'

debate with Charles Rradlaugh, the infidel. The Glas-

gow Sentinel said, " The Protestant community ought to

feel well pleased that in Mr. Court they have a skilful

and redoubtable champion of (Christianity." Mr. Brad-

laugh's daughter says, " Mr. Court seems to have been

unusually smart." *

In June, 1860, Robert Court closed a " debate " of

another kind ; he married, at her father's house in Kil-

marnock, Margaret Gilchrist, who survived him less than

three months. Shortly afterward he entered the Univer-

sity of Glasgow, where he took high rank as a student,

particularly in logic, I'hetoric and moral philosopliy.

One of his teachers there was Sir William Thompson,

now Lord Kelvin, whose visit to the United States and

Canada, a few years ago, is well remembered.

"Cluirles Bradlaugli. His Life and Work. P.y liis daughter, vol I. rp. 88-sn.
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In October, 1863, when Henry Ward Beecher visited

Glasgow, Robert Court was ardently pursuing his studies

at the university. Both he and Mrs, Court attended the

meeting which Beecher then addressed, and always spoke

of Beecher's appeal as one of the greatest feats of ora-

tory ever achieved.

Not a woi'd was iheu uttered by Beecher on the

subject of emigration ; l)ut there was an undertone in his

speech, audible to Robert Court though inaudible to the

throng, in which the great preacher seemed to say, with

Horace Greeley, " Go West, young man," which sounded

in his ears long after tiie speech had ended, and the war

which gave occasion for it had closed in peace.

In 18(34. when Mr. Court graduated at the Univer-

sity of Glasgow, he was thirty-four years old ; but the

period which he had passed in the greater university of

the world, amply compensated him for being belated in

securing such help as universities afford. His prepara-

tion for the ministry was further advanced by a course

of study at the Free Church College in Glasgow, where

he acquired much distinction.

Shortly before the completion of the usual course

of theological studies in that institution, in 1868, Mr.

Court was persuaded to come to the United States.

Professor George C. M. Douglas, the professor of Hebrew

in the Free Church College, received letters from three

different churches in the West, asking for a minister. In

response to these letters he sent Mr. Court, telling him
he could have his pick of the three churches. He
chose the church in Malcom, Iowa. When he came to

the United States, he came to stay, and set a wholesome

example to other foreign-born Americans by making the

statutory declaration of his intention to become a citizen.
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He was then ordained and installed pastor of the Presby-

terian church in Malcom, Iowa, where he labored with

good success for five years.

In 1873 he visited Massachusetts. At the suggestion of

the late E. L. Cardell, well remembered as an insurance

agent in Lowell, who was a member of the church at

Malcom, Mr. Court visited Lowell. He won the hearts

of the local church at once. On December 7, 1873,

he preached here for the first time, and ten days later

received a unanimous call to the pastorate, which he

accepted. His connection with the Malcom church had

to be dissolved before his installation here ; hence that in-

stallation was delayed for a time ; but he entered upon

his work here at once.

At the celebration of the Burns anniversary in Jan-

nary, 1874, he made an address which the editor of the

Courier described as " the most eloquent and appropri

ate" he had ever heard at a Burns festival. From that

year until the 3'ear of his death, it was his delight to

speak at the Burns festivals, elevating and enobling

those occasions in a marvelous manner. Well did a

thoughtful Scot exclaim since his death :
" What will a

Burns festival be without Robert Court?"

A little later he addressed the Odd Fellows here for

the first time, and the impression whicli he made upon

them was as deep and lasting as that made upon the

admirers of Burns. He was equally successful in his

addresses to the Knights of Pythias. On May 7, 187-4,

he was duly installed and then commenced that pastorate

in Lowell, which ended only with his death, September

30, 1897.

A few weeks previous to his coming to Lowell, the

First Presbyterian church had purchased from the Eliot
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Congregational church the stone edifice on Appleton

.street which it has ever since occupied.* This fact

brought Dr. Court at once into intimate reLations with

the Rev. John M. Greene, D.D., the learned and gifted

pastor of the Eliot church, which relations grew more

and more intimate during the twenty-four years of Dr.

Court's life in Lowell.

There is no other man living, so capable of correctly

appreciating the work of Dr. Court in Lowell, as the

Rev. Dr. Greene. At a public meeting in Huntington

Hall, only fiifteen days before Dr. Court's death, Dr.

Greene paid a generous and affectionate ti-ibute to his

dying brother, who read it, amid death's gathering gloom,

Avith love, gratitude and tears.

I cannot do better than to insert that tribute here,

summing up what Dr. Court had done for society, the

church and the world :

" For nearly twenty-four years he has, in a most

unostentatious way, gone in and out before us, a friend

of the poor, a bright light to dispel darkness, and a

strong arm to battle for every righteous cause. Clear

he has been in his own convictions of truth, and loyal to

the church of which he had been almost the creator as

well as the honored pastor
;
yet he has been broad-

minded and generous in his sympathies towards all. The

city has been proud of him. Our churches have loved

and revered him. Those who have known him best have

admired him most. He has l)een our brilliant scholar,

our sao;e and Nestor. He has come the nearest of anv man
it has been my good fortune to know, to being a walk-

» For ail account of this edifice, see the Seiiii-Centeiuiial Vohime of tlie Eliot

Church, edited by the Rev. John M. Greene, D. D.



214 'H>1> KKSIDKXrS' IIISIOlfK AT. ASSOCIATION.

ing library, or what Sidney Smith, in a not very elegant

phrase, called Lord Macauhiy, 'a library in breeches.'

" It is marvellous what treasures of knowledge and

wisdom thai head of his contains; all, too, in an orderly

and systematic way. lie has read and digested every-

thing that pertains to theology, philoso})hy, morals and

ireneral literature. As a conversationalist. Coleiidge wms

not his superior ; as an essayist his learning, wit and pol-

ished dict/ion reminds you of Addison or Steele. The

men are few who are liis ('((uals in an olT-hand, elo(|nent,

arcy address on public oi* festive occasions. His wit

sparkles, but never stings. Thei-e is no gall or bile in it.

His weekly sermons, preached to his congregation, are

always fresh, sound and able, and not a whit behind, in

IJiblical scholai'sliip and llieologic lore, those that, fall

fi'om MJic lii)s of the chief masters in Israel' on this or

the othei side of the Atlantic. Of the many expositions

of the Sunday school lesson I liaAc nc\'er seen any tliat

in scholarship and spiritual and practical heljtfuhu'ss

e(pialle(l those which he foi' lifteen years furnished for

the iiowcll Daily ( 'ouiier.

" Hut it es|)ecially concerns us as a city that Dr.

Court !:as, without stint, and almost without })ay, |)oured

out his wealth of knowledge, for twenty-four ^avirs, into

tlie minds and lives of the ])eople who have dwelt here,

making ns glad and happy and intelligent. He ha> spent,

bis moncv for books and cdncated bimsclf at gi'eat cost,

that he might be our nn[)aid teacher. 'I'liere is no im-

(xtrtant sui)ject of a literary or nu)ral or religious nature

that has conu> before the people of this city, during the

last twenty-four years, on which he has not written a

wise and saving word. He has, during the years he has

been with us, written more for the press of this city than
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any other man, not excepting the editors of the newKjia-

pers. All this he has done hesides pre])aring two or

three sermons a week for his pulpit or lecture room.

The leading editorials in our city nevvspjipers h;ive often

come from his j)en. Many ai-ticles, other tliaii edito-

tials, ai)peared without his signature. His name signed

to an article ensured its being read by every intelligent

man or woman whose oyv, caught a sight of it.

" lie has given much in the way of addresses, papers

and readings, to the lodges, orders and fraternities in our

cily, of soim^ of which he is an honored mend)er. This

meeting is held under the joint auspices of th(^se fi'atc!'-

nal orga.ni/atious.

" But this is not the time for extended or laudatory

remarks about our eminent, and beloved f(dlow-(Mti/en

and benefactor, iJev. Dr. Robert (Jouit. It lias been my
good foi-tune, and 1 consider it oik; of the ha|)piest inci-

dents in my life, to know him intimately. He; is a large-

minded, lai'ge-heartcd, pul)lic--pirit('d, noltle man. He
has been among us a tower of sti'engtli for all that, is

good. He has given liis lile ioi this <'ity.

" j)(!sides what Ik; has done lor" tJn; piihlic at. large,

he has becMi a. most. suc(M'ssfnl pastor of a church wliieli

has become large and inllnent.ial through his able and

abundant labors in it. H(! has set hefoi-e us an exalted

idea of a. minist.er of Jesus (JInist.. With all his oilier

studies he has stuflied his Bible most. a,nd can read it.

almost as easily in Hebrew a.ud (ri-eek as in Knglish.

'• It is emiruMitly fitting that w<'. the leeipients of

his intellectual, moral a.ud spirit.iial gifts, should assem-

ble hei'e to-night, not oidy to e\'|)r(;ss our syrjipa.t li v with

him and his dear wife in t heir si(;kness, hut. to declai'e

our admiration of him as a. patiiotic, .>-.elf-sacrilicing <'iti-



216 <)LI> RESIDENTS' HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIOX,

zen, and our respect and esteem for him as a Christian

man and a Gospel minister."

When Phillips Brooks was elected Bishop of Massa-

chusetts, the principal objection raised was that he

seemed to regard the Protestant Episcopal Church as one

of half a dozen different churches, all about equally

good, and not as " the Church." The same objection

might have been raised to Dr. Court. As Dr. Greene

said :
" He was a good Presbyterian," but there was

nothing to prevent his acceptance of a call to a Congre-

gational church, had he been without a parish when such

a call came. On May 14, 1870, he officiated at the

funeral of Mr. Augustus Mixer in St. Anne's church, and

remarked when speaking of it, that had his lot been cast

in the Episcopal church, he should probably have re-

mained there ; though he had not the least sympathy

with Sacerdotalism, or with those who " nightly pitch

their evening tent a day's march nearer Rome."

During his pastorate the Presbyterian Hymnal was

introduced into the church and the International Sunday

School Lessons into the Sunday school. The number of

members of the church increased to two hundred and

fifty, and that of the Sunday school to about the same

number.

Dr. Court had an outer parish as well as an inner

parish ; a large number of occasional hearers, who were

attracted to his church by the vast and various learning

with which his discourses were enriched. Few preachers

took such pains as he in his preparations for the pulpit;

for, although his capacity for extein[)orary preaching was

remarkable, he could seldom satisfy himself witri that,

hinvever dcliirhted his heareis miu-ht be therewith. The



KEV. i;OHERT COURT, D.D. 217

labor which he put into some of his occasional discourses

was prodigious. His sermons on such occasions or topics

as the Quarto-Centenary of Martin Luther, John Calvin,

John Knox, St. Patrick, (whom he classed as a Scotch

evangelist raised up for the conversion of the Irish to

Apostolical Christianity,) the Queen's Jubilee, the Dia-

mond Jubilee, were good examples of his pulpit power.

If any discourse of extraordinary merit were given by

any friend of his, whether clergyman or layman, he

would get it repeated in his church, if it was practicable

to do so. Thus, when my discourse on William Tyndale

was delivered before the New Enghxnd Historic, Genea-

logical Society in Boston, Dr. Court w^as the lirst clergy-

man of any denomination to offer me the hospitality of

his pulpit for a repetition of it. Now that his voice has

been hushed in death, the recollection of his hospitality,

quo ad hoc, is more pleasant than ever.

In 1885 the University of Norwich distinguished

itself by conferring upon him the degree of Doctor of

Divinity, and never was an academic honor more w^orthily

bestowed.

When Dr. Court came to Lowell St. Anne's was the

only church here that had a pastor's library; founded by

the Rev. Theodore Edson, D.D. Dr. Court intended to

give a part of his ow^n collection of books to the First

Presbyterian church. This purpose was not embodied in

his will, because he expected to select the books himself,

but death overtook him before he had done so. Mrs.

Court concurred with him in this purpose, and the exec-

utors of his will and her will, Elder John D. Hubbard

and myself, intend to carry il into effect, the Rev. Dr.

Greene and Rev. J. W. Hayley having made the select-
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ions, which, but for liis death sooner than was expected,

Dr. Court himself woidd have made.

One feature of Dr. Court's Ubrary was a collection

of books relating to Casuistry, particularly the casuistry

of the Jesuits, which he much desired to have kept to-

gether in sonu' great library and added to as opportunity

. miiidit allow. Largelv through the efforts of the Rev. J.

W. Hayley, the executors have sold these books to the

Suffolk Congregational Association, which places them

in the Congregational House on Beucon street. Boston,

where they will be known as the Court Collection and

added to from time to time, and accessible to all. Could

Dr. Court have foreseen that this collection would thus

find a permanent place in the heart of the city of Boston,

we are sure that he would have been delighted at the

prospect,

1 would add one or two remarks in connection with

these books. 1. If the morality which some of them

teach indicates a falsified conscience, it may be accounted

foi'. at least in part, by the intolerance and tyranny of

the times when they were written. 2. The false and

base ethics of ijidividual writers is not justly imputable

to the Roman Catholic Church as a body. 3. Nor did

su(di false teachings originate with the Society of Jesus.

On the contrary, they antedate the Reformation l)y

more than a thousand years. " By the fourth century,"

Mosheim, in his Ecclesiastical History, says, " the mon-

strous and calamitous error, that it was an act of virtue

to deceive and lie where by that means the interests of

the church might be promoted, had taken possession of

the ecclesiastical world." In Lecky's book on the Influence

of Rationalism, and in his History of European Morals,

abundant illustrations will be found of the mendacitv of
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the early and mediiwal church, such as the forging of

prophecies and the fabricating of evidence.*

Since this paper was commenced, the Ladies of the

First Presbyterian Church have issued a very interesting-

pamphlet, In Memoriam, containing the sermon preached

by Dr. Greene at Dr. Court's funeral, the addresses of

other clergymen, the obituary notices of the press, etc.

Nothing: remains to be added to that wealth of eulouv in

wliich the memory of Dr. Court and Mrs. Court will long

survive; and here I pause. My heart goes back to that

chamber of death in which 1 often saw him during his

last sickness, bis wife lying sick in an adjoining room,

both ready to put to sea on the voyage of eternity. To

the inquiry how he was, he gave daily the same answer.
'• I am dying." And yet there was no repining, " no

moaning on the )jar." The faith which he had preached

to others sustained him abundantly in the final hour.

He never thought of death as the end of his life. Fur

him, death was l)ut an event in life. He did not sav

'' Good niij-ht," hoijinu; in some brii^'hter clime to bid us

" Good morninu."

At the close of the reading of this paper Mrs. W.
H. Pepin sang with thrilling effect Dr. Court's favorite

Ballad, " My Ain Countrie," in the Lowland dialect,

which she had learned from the Doctor himself, and

which she had sung at his funeral. The Rev. Dr.

Greene, being called up by the president, spoke briefly

of Dr. Court, whom he characterized as " the most l)ril-

liant man, from a literary and scholastic point of view,

that Lowell has ever had."

* A catalogue of the " Court Collectiou " will be found iu the City Library of Low-
ell, as well as ill the Congregational House in Boston, Some of them are in liiiglisli,

some in French, but more in Latin, etc.



VIII, John Eliot's Work at Waviesit* By
diaries Cowley, LL.D.

When Dean Stanley visited this country in 1878,

and Phillips Brooks inquired what places he most desired

to see, he replied, " The place where the Pilgrims landed,

and the place where Eliot preached." Before he put to

sea on his return voyage, the intelligent curiosity of

the great dean was abundantly gratified. John Eliot

preached in many places, and in some places many times.

The beautiful Eliot Church marks one of these places,

and is one of several memorial churches inscribed with

his name and sacred to his memory.

Prior to July, 1893, no record was known to exist of

the time or place of Eliot's birth. It was assumed that

he was born at Nazing in the county of Essex, because

his parents lived there at a later day.t But through the

diligent inquiries of Dr. Ellsworth Eliot, one of John

Eliot's descendants, of New York city, we now know that

" the Apostle to the Indians " was baptized at Widford

in the county of Hertford, in England, on the fifth day

of August, 1604, probably not more than a week or ten

days after his birth. The same parish register that con-

tains this baptism, also contains the marriage of his par-

ents, Bennett Eliot and Letteye Aggar, October 30, 1598,

as well as the baptism of his sister Sarah, and his brotli-

* The following pages contain the substance of remarks made in the Eliot Church,

October 31, 1807, and also of remarks made before the Old Residents' Historical Associa-

tion in Memorial Hall, December 2lst, i.^'JT. and afterwards before the Passacoiiaway

Tribe of Red Men.

tSee Alfred Oilman on Eliot in Volume III, of these Contributions.
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ers, Philip and James. Bennett Eliot removed from

Widford to Nazing, some six miles distant, about 1007,

and died there in 1621. He was a thrifty farmer and

liad ])r()perty in live different [)arishes. By his will he

directed his executors to pay to his son John, then a

student in Jesus College at Cambridge, the sum of eight

pounds a year for eight years towards his maintenance.

Considering that money was then worth at least ten

times as mucdi as it is now, this was a liberal allowance.

PJliot had only to do as others did to secure prefer-

ment under Bishop Laud, and to enjoy "the fat slumbers

of the Church," (as Gibbon called them,) in the diocese

of London. Benefices and bishoprics were often the

rewards of such as could—
'' Crook the |ir('<^n:int liiiif^c? of (ho knee

That thrift iiii^flit. follow fawniiifr."

But John Eliot could not do that. With a loftiness

of soul which does him immortal honor, he deliberately

turned his face away from the road to place and power,

to follow the voice of conscience ; and so instead of hear-

ing that he received preferment in the church, we next

hear of him as a tutor in the school of Little Baddow

near Chelmsford in the County of Essex, of which the

Rev. Thomas Hooker was master. The Rev. John Fiske,

who afterwards became the first ministei" in Chelmsford,

the mother town of Lowell, was also a school teacher in

Chelmsford. How many of the settlers of the American

Chelmsford came from its English namesake we know

not, but it })robably owes its name to the connection of

Eliot, Fiske and Hooker with the English Chelmsfoi'd.

Like nearly all the Puritans of that time, Eliot

was a zealous member of the Church of England, believ-

ing, so far as known, all the doctrines of the Apostles',
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Nicene iind Allianasian Creeds, and all of the Thirty-

nine Articles, and desirinir that the Church should con-

tinue ''as by law established," only seeking certain

amendments to the Book of ( 'ommon Prayer and certain

changes in church government in the direclion after-

wards taken by tlie Presbyterians.

Some have doubted whether Eliot was ordained in

England ; but it seems to have been conceded that if

ordained there at all, he was ordained by a bishop of the

established church. As the fact is of some importance

in the estimation of many Christian scholars, 1 will briefly

sum up the evidence thereof.

In Governor Winthrop's History, " Mr. Eliot, a min-

ister," is mentioned as having arrived at Boston from

England in the ship Lyon, November 3, 1831. Mrs.

Winthrop, the governor's wife, (the same lady to whom
ten years later the General Court made a grant of three

thousand acres of land chietl)^ in what is now Lowell,)

John Winthrop, the governor's son, and his wife, were

fellow passengers with Eliot in the Lyon. During their

long voyage across the Atlantic Eliot and the Winthrops

doubtless became intimate friends. As the only minister

on board a ship which had sixt}^ passengers, and which

probably had prayers every day, Eliot and the Winthrops

would have much conversation, he would learn their his-

tory, and they would learn his, even if they had been

previously strangers to each other.

No sooner had Eliot landed than he was called to

supply the pulpit of the first church in Boston, Governor

Winthrop's own church, whose p;istor, the Rev. John

Wilson, was then on a visit to his old home in England.

Thus Eliot and the governor became personal friends.

Three months after he reached Boston, he went with the
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governor to Medford, and visited the |)()nd wliieh lias

over since been called Spot Pond. [laving such relati:)ns

with Eliot, 1 believe that Governor Winthrop made no

mistake when he described John Eliot as being already

"a minister" when he arrived in the ohl Bay Colonv.

The next witne-'s is the Kev. Cotton Mather. In

the third volume oL his •' Magnalia," published in 1702.

Mather gives a long list of Massachusetts ministers who
had been ordained in the Churcli of Kngland. The list

is reprinted with correction'^ in an appendix to Savage's

edition of Winthrop's Ilistoi-y, and Eliot's name is there

(The name of the Rev. John Fiske. the first minister in

Chelmsford, is also there.) ('otton Mather, his parent^',

and also his grandparents, had i)een p;'rsunal friends of

Eliot ; and whatever mistakes he may have made relativ(^

to the names of later inimi*n-ants, Mather is thorouu'hlv

trustworthy as to Eliot.

Again: the Rev. Daniel Neah in his Ilistoi'v of the

Puritans, includes Eliot among the "eminent divines"

who had removed to New England afti-r having been or-

dained in old Ensi:land.

Again: if Eliot had never received episcopal ordina-

tion, it is unlikely that the St)ciety for the Propagaticjn of

the Gospel would have paid him a salary of fifty pounds

a year for his work among tlie red men, without a

murmur from any of the churchmen who supj)orted it.

On the other hand, it is but fair to state here that

the Right Reverend Manuel Creighton,* Lord Bishop of

London, at my re(|uest, endorsed by cnir Ambassador at

the Court of London, has courteously caused an ex-

- The same prelate to whose courtesy the Coninionwealth is indebted for the origi-

nal manuscript of Governor Bradford's History of Plymouth Colony, and whose portrait

adorns the edition of that narrative recently printed by the Commonwealth.



224 OLD RESIDENTS- lIISTOinCAL ASSOCIATIOX.

amination to be made of the Registry of his Diocese

whicli included tlie County of Essex in which Eliot was

domiciled ; and that no rect)rd of Eliot's ordination either

as deacon or priest can be found ; although the recoi-d of

ordinations and of the subscriptions required preparatory

to ordination seems to be complete during the time

when Bishop Laud (afterwards Archbishop of Canter-

bui-y) presided over that Metropolitan See.

But other facts demand consideration. Eliot gradua-

ted in 1G22. He was then only eighteen years old ; and

probably finished the course of theological study re-

quired of candidates for the ministry of the Church of

England, in 1626. Ahhougli by the law of the Church

;i man must be twenty-four before being ordained deacon

and twenty-five before being ordained priest, that rule

was sometimes relaxed in the case of precocious

young men like Eliot. Bishop Montaigne who held the

Diocese of London from 1621 to 1627, was less exacting

than Laud, who succeeded him in 1828.* Eliot's spiritual

life, according to his own declaration, did not begin until

he met Thomas Flouker at a later day, and we can dis-

cover nothing to prevent his subscribing the articles and

taking holy orders before Laud crossed his path.

It occurred to me that Eliot might have been or-

dained by Bishop Buckeredge, of the Diocese of Ely?

which includes Cambridge, where Eliot was educated '

but upon incjuiry it was ascertained that the record of

ordinations in that diocese during Eliot's time has long

been lost.

After one year's service in Boston, during which the

first church became much attached to him, Eliot fulfilled

* While this bisliopric was vac uit after the departure of Montaigne and before the

coming of Laud, I'.liot might have been ordained by the Archbishoj) of Canterbury or

any bisliop of tliat Province, designated by liim.
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a promise which he had made before leaving England

and was ordained pastor of the first church in Roxhury.

This proves nothing against his ordination in England,

Eliot merely followed the custom of the Congregational

Churches, which repudiated all ideas of priesthood.

Among the lambs of Eliot's flock at Roxbury was the

lady who became his wife and to whom he had been en-

y;ao'ed in England.

Eliot had been preparing himself for his w^ork among
the Indians lon<i: before he beu;an that work at Wamesit,

and his first overtui'es on the Gospel trumpet in their

tongue w^ere made in places nearer to his Roxbury

home. It was in the year 1647, two hundred and fifty

years ago. when Eliot first visited the great Indian ren-

dezvous which this place then was. That year was signal-

ized by several notable events—by the establishment of

the first town scliool, by the Synod of Cambridge in

Massachusetts and by the Westminster Assembly of

Divines in Eno'land.o

Simon Willard, of Concord, is said to have accom-

panied Eliot on this visit, and perhaps other men of Con-

cord and some of Woburn accompanied him. As no

roads had yet been opened Eliot probably came on horse-

back and followed the Indian trail. The only ford on

tlie Concord above Lowell is that at North Billerica,

where the river is now crossed by the bridge over which

the electric, as well as the county road passes. Eliot and

his companions may have forded the Concord there^

though it is not impossible that they forded it at Massic

Falls. But if they came by way A Concord, they would

not be compelled to ford the river at all. Passacon-

away is said to have lied at Eliot's coming.
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The sixteen years that had passed since Eliot left

his native land had l)een signalized by great events; and

the relations which then existed between old and new Eng-

land were very intimate. Standing on the rugged

banks of the Merrimack, he could not fail to contrast the

wigwams and canoes and their red-skinned occupants

with the scenes in which his youth had been passed.

Crossing the Atlantic mentally, he must have thought of

the Lon"- Parliament, which had then been sitting; for

seven eventful 3'ears, and which ceased not to make his-

tory for eleven years more ; that Parliament which had

already brought to the bar and to the block the tyran-

ical Archbishop Laud, from whose intolerance as Bishop

of London Eliot himself had suffered ; that Parliament

which had also brought to the bar and to the ])lock the

tyranical Earl of Stratford ; which then held the King

himself as a close prisoner; which continued to hold him

as a prisoner until the sharp ministry of the axe sent

him a poor wandering ghost to the land of shades. Some

such scenes from Westminster Hall, some echoes from

Westminster Abbey, where the famous Westminster As-

sembly, was then sitting, some echoes from the battle-

helds of the great Rebellion, must have filled his mind

and mingled with the sounds of the impetuous river

rushing onward to the sea.

At the Synod of Cambridge in the spring of that

year, Eliot had made known his plans for the civilization

and Christianization of the Lidians ; the Synod had ap-

proved those plans, and the General Court had given him

a gratuity of ten pounds in recognition of this Lidian

work.

At the time of that first visit, the nearest English

settlers were those of Concord, Woburn, Reading and
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Haverhill, from twelve to fifteen miles distant. During

the next forty years, Eliot made many visits to this

frontier region, and proljahly once, if not more than

once, travelled as far north as Amoskeag Falls (now

Manchester, N. H.)

In 1653, at Eliot's suggestion, Wamesit was sot off

by the General Court as an Indian reservation. Then or

soon afterwards pro])ably the log house was built on

Meetinghouse Hill, where the beautiful Eliot Church now
stands,* which was used for school purposes on six days

in the week and for religious meetings on Sundays. This

log meetinghouse remained until about 1824. Josiah G.

Abbott,! Oliver M. Whipple, Amos Brown and other "Old

Residents," now no more, remembered it well, and there

is one venerable gentleman still living, Mr. Sidney Davis,

whose eighty-two years have all been spent in this place,

who aho remembers that log meetinghouse, having been

nine years old when it was demolished. It is said to

have been one and a half stories in height, and probably

had an apartment for the use of Eliot, called '' the

prophet's chamber," as the log meetinghouse at Natick is

said to have had.

Remembering the intolerance of those times, partic-

ularly towards Baptists, Roman Catholics and Quakers, it

is refreshing to note that at Christmas, 1650, Eliot enter-

tained as his guest the Jesuit Father Gabriel Druillettes,

who had been learning the lano-uayi:e of the Indians of

Maine and converting them to Catholicism, sychron-

ously with Eliot's labors among the Indians of Massachu-

setts.

* See Dr. Greene's Semi-Centennial volume of the Eliot Cliurcli. pp. 2;t7-30l.

t See Cowley's Memoir of Judge Abbott, pp. 5-6.
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It was well known to Eliot that the missionaries of

the Society of Jesus had begun their labors among the

Indians of Canada immediately after the settlement of

Quebec in 1607, forty years before he first came to Wam-
esit. The Indians of the St. Lawrence and those on the

Merrimac belonged to the same confederacy, spoke the

same tongue, and often exchanged visits. As early as

1653, he found beads, crosses and crucifixes upon some

of the squaws at Wamesit, which told more plainly than

their words that they had been converted to the Roman
Catholic Church. Had he been endowed with the gift

of prophecy, he might have foreseen the time that was

coming, when all his "praying towns" would disappear,

and pretty much all his converts find a home in that

Church.

Wamesit was the fifth town of '' praying Indians
"

founded by Eliot. There were fourteen such towns in

all, of which he was in all but the name, the bishop, and

no truer successor to the Apostles has ever lived. Ac-

counts of these towns are accessible elsewhere,* and

none will be atteni])ted here.

On the fifth day of May, 1674, Eliot and Gookin

made one of their many journeys to Wamesit, and visited

the chief Wannalancet, at his owai wigwam, wdiich stood

on the lot where the statelier "wigwam" of Mr. Fred-

eric Ayer now stands near the Pawtucket Falls. There",

in the evening of that day, Eliot preached to as many

of the Indians as could be got together, on the parable

of the marriage of the King's son. Matt, xxii : 1-14.

Wannalancet being the oldest son of Passaconaway, the

great sachem of the Pawtucket tribe, Eliot made a per-

" Gookin. in Cowley's '• Historical Slietcli of tlie County of iMiddlesex." in Middle-

sex County Manual.
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sonal application of the parable to him, and with good

effect, for by that sermon Wannalancet was converted.

Various memoirs of Eliot have been published, and

nothing like a biography of him will be attempted to-

night.* Writings have been ascribed to him which he

never wrote. Thus, Dr. Samuel A. Green has shown

that the first tract relating to Eliot's missionary work,

which the Massachusetts Historical Society had published

as Eliot's, was not written by him, but by the Rev. John
Wilson. I have examined Eliot's " Christian Common-
wealth " which brought him nothing but persecution,

and find nothing in it calling for censure. It was mani-

festly suggested by his work among the Indians. Gen.

Gookin says that, in 1651, " they applied to Mr. Eliot

for a form of civil government ; and he advised them to

adopt that which Jetliro proposed to Moses for the Israe-

lites in the wilderness. Exodus, xviii : 21. Accordingly,

they chose one ruler of a hundred, two rulers of fifties,

and ten rulers of tens."t This plan worked well among
the Indians; but as a plan of government for England it

was a Utopian dream. It shows, however, how com-

pletely the minds of the Puritans were " soaked," so to

speak, in Old Testament ideas. As a project for ''a

church without a bishop, a state without a king," it was

used to Eliot's annoyance in the times of Charles the

Second.

What is called "King Phillip's War" was now
approaching, and during that conflict Eliot's clients re-

ceived most brutal treatment. Most of them were killed

or scattered. In 1677, the survivors of them were gath-

* Since these pages were put in type, I have learned that a Life of Eliot in Modern
Greek was published in the island of Malta in 1S31.

t Gookin, quoted in Cowley's " Historical Sketch of the County of Middlesex," in

the Middlesex County Manual, p. 28.
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erecl in four towns. Wamesit was one of these, and if

(as Willves Allen thought) no church existed here prior

to that war, it seems probable that one was founded bj

the Indians soon afterwards; for when the Rev. John M.

Greene, D.D., became pastor of what is known as the

Eliot Church in Lowell in 1870, he found, among older

members, some who had seen the cups and plates which

tradition said had been used by the Indian Church in

Wamesit in the administration of the Communion. But

all these towns were doomed to destruction. Nothing

that Eliot and Gookin could do to save them, was omitted

to be done ; but their fondest hopes were blasted ; their

best efforts utterly failed.

In July, 1680, two Labadists, Jasper Bankers and

Peter Sluyter, visited Boston, Cambridge and Roxbury,

and had an interview with EHot, whom tliey pronounce

" the best of the ministers."

When Eliot published his Indian Bible he presented

a copy of it to his Alma Mater in Cambridge, with a re-

quest that he might have lier prayers, as she had his con-

tinually. This Bil)le is still preserved at Jesus College.

Such a gift from such a source was probably recognized

by conferring upon Eliot the honor of a doctorate in

divinity. In the passage already printed from Neal's

History, he is called " Dr." Eliot. But such was Eliot's

modesty and self-repression he would not accept any title

except that of evangelist; and he ])r()bably declined the

honor, well merited though it was. This was, i)erhaps,

the beif-inning of that interchange of academic interna-

tional courtesies which in our times has become frequent

between British and American Universities. It maj^ l)e

regarded as a partial atonement for the tyranny of Laud,

which had prevented Eliot from either preaching or

teachinu" in the diocese of London.



REV. JOHN M. GREENE, D.D.





JOHN ELIOT. 231

In 1G86. Wnnnalancet and his tribe sold their lands

in this region to the English settlers, reserving only their

rii^hts of hunting and fishing. After passing through

various vicissitudes and doing many acts of kindness to

those who had injured, as well as to those who had assisted

liiui, Wannalancet and otlier Wamesit Indians finally

joined the St. Francis tribe at Siilerv in Canada and

ended their days with them. Khot and Gookin must

have deplored the necessity for this .abandonment of

Wamesit if there was such necessity ; for they probably

foresaw that, hencef(U'th. the red man would l)e known as

the enemy, instead of being known as the fi'iend of the

Colonists.

Eliot died May 21, 1690, at Roxbury, where his

grave is still to be seen in the ancient burying ground.

Three of his sons had gone to their graves before him.

One son and one daughter survived him, and their

descendants now numl)er between two and tliree hundred

souls. If pride of ancestry is evtu" laudable, it is sureh'

laudable in them. Let us hope that the aroma of that

sweet and saintly life which was thns associated with this

place, may always remain with the Eliot Church.

The discovery of the time and place of Eliot's birth

has already been mentioned. It is well that this discov-

ery w^as not made until 1893 ; for that discovery led

to such an exchange of courtesies between citizens and

churches in the two countries as Eliot wouM have re-

joiced to see. Having made that discovery D\\ Ellsworth

Eliot applied to the Rev. J. T. Lockwood, rector of Wid-

ford, for permission to place a memoi'ial window in the

parish church. That permission was given with the

utmost alacrity, and the chancel of the church was de-

voted to that ])urpose. At a cost of a thousand dollars
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the Eliot Memorial Window was placed there and dedi-

cated on the 204th anniversary of Ehot's death.

On that day the successor of John Eliot in the pastor-

ate of the Hrst church in Roxbury, sent to the Ambassador

of the United States at the Court of St. James the fol-

lowing telegram, which was read by Mr. Bayard, accom-

panied by appropriate remarks at the dedication :

—

"Boston, May 21, 1894. Bayard, Ambassador. First

Church in Roxbury, Massachusetts, to Widford Churchy

greeting. We honor the memory of the Apostle and try

to carry on his work.

James De Normandie, Minister."

Thus it came to pass that the (Jhurcli of England

in the diocese of London, which Bishop Laud made too

" cabinned, cribbed, confined " to retain Eliot at her

altars or in her pulpits, was opened by Bishop Temple, now

Archbishop of Canterbury, to receive into its chancel a

beautiful Memorial Window, with the following in-

scription :

—

" To the glory of God, in pious remembrance of

John Eliot, B. A. Cantab, called the Apostle to the

Indians, who was baptized in this church, August

5, 1604, emigrated to America A.. D. 1631, and died at

Roxbury, Massachusetts, May 21, 1690. This window

was erected Ijy his descendants, 1894. The righteous

shall be held in everlasting remembrance."

In his address on this occasion, the rector of Wid-

ford declares that he and his parishioners are much grat-

ified that it has fallen to their lot to comply with the

wishes of John Eliot's descendants, and that they will

continually have before their eyen a memorial of one

who, in his life of singular blamelessness and single-

hearted devotion to the cause of Christ and humanity,,



233 JOHN' ELIOT

presents a rare example to all Christians, by whatever

name tliey are named, of that charity which is '• the

bond of perfectness."

Not since the days of the Apostles, has any man
appeared, who lived a life marked by sucli high conse-

cration to God and humanity, such '' sublime re[)ression

of himself," as John Eliot. Yet his life was embittered

by opposition and persecution. Laud was the first, Init

by no means the last, who hindered him in his praise-

worthy work. He had bitter opponents in this Colony,

and it was his best efforts that aroused the bitterest op-

position. Not one of the log- meetinghouses which his

Indian converts erected has been preserved. But since

his death the loftiness of his motives has been apprecia-

ted. Bishops of the church which was then too narrow

for him, have spoken his praises. Monuments and me-

morials have been erected to his honor in various places.

The Eliot Church in Lowell is one ; the Eliot Memorial

Window in the Widford Church is another. Doubtless

others will yet appear. Tlie words of Jesus are as true

to-day as ever :

• Your fathers stoned this pro[)het ; but

ye build his sepulchre."



IX. The Folks at the J\^eck (now Lowell,) in if

Olden Time. Read before the Old liesi-

dents' Historical Association, Lowell, Mass.,

Lfecemher 21, 1897, hij Henry S. Pcrham,

Chelinsford,.

\\\ :i fonuer ])aper*' 1 ga\o some account of the early

settlers of Chelmsford, who located near the borders of

the Indian reservation upon hi' d now included within the

limits of the City of Lowell. Their homes were scat-

tered along the Merrimack intervale and upon the easily

cultivated plain about Mount Pleasant. This section in-

cluded what is now^ Middlesex Village and extending

along up the river to ihe Stony Brook and as far south

as the No. 2, or North Eow, school house, came to l)e

known as the North End.

The Indians' land passed to an association of indi-

viduals in Chelmsford in 1686, by what is known as the

Wamesit Purchase ; it included practically the whole of

oi'iginal Lowell. The i)eriod eml)raced in this paper is

from the oj)ening up this tract to settlement up to the

time of the revolution.

The section fi'om the North Knd eastward between

the Merrimack and Piiviu- Meadow l)rook was called the

Great Neck in distinction from Concord River Neck,

which la\' ))etween the River Meadow brook and the

Concord River. But the simple name Neck came to be

more genei'alh' adopted. The name Wamesit also clung

to this entire tract for some time.

The fUily settlers of tlial pa it of Clielinsl'ortl now Lowell.
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The people who occupied this section performed

their political duties in Chelmsford and attended meet-

ing there, although no formal act of annexation was

passed until 1826.*

This fe;tep was brought about by the refusal of the

General Court to seat the representative of Chelms-

ford, Stephen Pierce, whose home was in Wamesit,

on the ground of his not being a resident of Chelms-

ford.

Rev. Wilkes Allen, the historian of Chelmsford,

states that " His [Stephen Pierce's] house, the cellar of

which is now [1820] visible, was between Capt. Isaac

Chamberlain's and Mr. Samuel Marshall's houses." f

Chamberlain lived at what is now called the Jenness

place on Chelmsford street, and Marshall at what is

known as the Noah Spalding house on Parkei- street.

Chelmsford street passes diagonally across the site of the

old I'oad l)etween those two points. The house was near

the corner of Forrest and Chelmsford streets. The place

continued in the Pierce family for several generations.

That spot has especial interest as the earlv home of Gen.

Benjamin Pierce, the fatliei' of President Franklin Pierce.

Stephen deeded to son Robert March •>. IVoO, land

"within the now improved gener;il field in Wamesit

ajoining to Chelmsford." I Robert was the uncle of

young Benjamin and furnished the latter a home after

the death of his father in 1704, and until tlie alarm guns

upon April I'J, 177-"), called young Benjamin to the stern

duties of a soldier. A school was kept in Robert's house in

1755, and probably at other limes before ;i schoolhouse

"See "Tlie Wamesit Piircliasc."

1 Allen's Chelmsford. I*. 4.') —note.

Renj. Parker papers.
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was luiilt in this section. The first of the Pierce family

who settled in Chelmsford was Stephen, a tailor. He
was u'ranted land at the center of the town in 1671, " a

small parsill to sett a house upon, 20 rods - - - south

west side of heaver brook brid<i:e." The line of descent

from him to Benjamin is ^Ste})hen Pierce, son of Thomas
of Woburn, married Tabitha Parker dan. of Jacob Par-

ker, Nov. 8, 1676. -^ Stephen m. Esther Fletcher, Jan. 5,

1707, d. Sept. 9, 1749. -^Benjamin b. Nov. 25, 1726, m.

Elizabeth iMerrill of Methuen, pub. Aug. 2, 1746 ; he d.

June 16, 1764. M^enjamin baptised Dec. 12, 1756.

Allen* states that " The first English settlements

made on the Indian plantation were on the l)orders of

Concord river, upon a plot of ground much resembling

a heater, which gave rise to the name Concord River

Neck." Here lived Solomon Keyes, (son of Solomon and

Francis, b. dune 24, 1665,) as early as 1714, t and his hardy

son Solomon (b. May 11, 1701,) who later was one of

the heroes of the famous Lovewell's fight.

Among the original proprietors of the Wamesit

Purchase, Benjamin Parker was the only one whose pos-

sessions there have continued in the hands of his descend-

ants to the present time. He was a son of Jacob and

Sarah Parker, (b. July 166::5). In 1732, March 21, he

and wife Saiah deeded, "to sons Benjamin and Jona. lands

and buildings in Wamesit Purchase" and other property.

|

This son Benjamin extended this Wamesit property by

the purchase of adjoining lots. His brother Philip lived

upon an adjoining farm. Perhaps they occupied a barn

in common as tlie minister Rev. Ebenezer Bridi>;e men-

* p. 15.

t Wamesit I'ropiit'tor's records.

t Benj. Parker iiapers.
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tions in his diary: "was invited to a barn moving by

Benjamin and Philip Parker."

A Ijarn moving" in those times was a work ])erformed

by the united efforts of the neighbors and their oxen,

and the minister was invited wdienever tlie people gath-

eied for any laudable purpose. His diary frequently

mentions attending l)arn and house raisings. At the

raising of Oliver Barron's tavern at the center of the

town, to take the place of one that had been burned,

the 34th Psahn was sung. The liquors which were

freely served at such occasions were frequently the cause

of conduct which brought a sharp reproof from the

[)arson.

Benjamin Parlver was commissioned by Governor

Shirley, July 29, 1754, to b(? "Second Lieut, of the

First Foot Company in Chelmsford, under the command
of Capt. Ebenezer Parker."

This interesting document is still preserved by the

family of one of his descendants, Mr. Henry E. Parker,

at the old homestead on Pine street where Lieut. Parker

lived. Mr. Parker has many other manuscripts and

relies of former days, some of which are of great his-

toric value.

The year followitig the date of Lieutenant Parker's

commission was one of active militar\' opei'ations in the

Colonies, A supreme effort w^as made in an attempt to

accomplish the reduction of Canada. A day of fasting

and prayer w^is observed July 3, 1755. The people

gathered at tiie meeting house and Parson Bridge

preached to them fiom Psalms 102 : 13-17,* " Thou

shalt arise & have mercy upon Zion for y*" Time to favour

Her, yea y® set time is Come &c."

* Bridge's inss. sermons, vol. 23.
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This discourse is interesting as it gives expression to

the poUtical sentiments which prevailed at the time, and

which prompted them to make the great sacrifices neces-

sary in support of those perilous campaigns. He tells

his people :

—

" Had it iK)t bill for y*" Ffonch who liave settled Northwai-<l of

lis, and Extended Their settlements all along Westward & Even to

y'' Southwai'd of us— These— Dupes To Arbitrary pow' & Tyran-

ny— blind adherers to the Doct** of passive obedience & non resist-

ance— base born miscreants. Nourished and bro' up, upon y" breasts

Of v*' great Whore, y'' Moth' of Harlots— Mortal Enemies To our

liberties as English men & as christians— have all along envied our

hajtpiness & Taken advantage Of y*^ darkness & Ignorance of y''

poor heathen, the Indians— and set em upon y'' most barbarous mur-

ders & devastations w' '' were in their pow' To perpetrate — And

have not y*" whole land Groaned often, on acco* of y'' Wars w'''' have

itrevailed w''' em — have not Multitudes of particul'' persons & fami-

lies, mourned and Groaned on acco' of y*^ bereavem*^ some times Of

Y*^ heads, sometimes of >'^ branches of y*^ families &c. w''' These poor

barbarous pple have bin y'' Instruments of w'^'' in all likely hood had

bin in a oreat meas' prevented if it had not l)iu for French religion,

French Malice & French policy — perhaps we had by this time bin

more successful in our Missu)ns among em To bring em To y'' Faith

of Christ & his gospel, w'''' w'"' have softened their minds, and dis-

i)Osed em To live in love & |)eace — if it had not bin y' y"" notions Of

y'' papists, inculcated u[»on em, by French Jesuits are Vastly more

agreeable to y*^' Dark understandings of those unhappy Pagans, than

y'' sublime Docts ct maxims of xtianity, (Christianity) uncorrupted

are And To this source may be attributed y*^ great advantage y*-'

French have over )'' Indians.

" Be it so, or f"" w' ([uarter it will, The Indians are in y*" Inter-

est of & in subjection to y^ French — and These i. e y*^ French have

demonstrated it. That y- have laid schemes for To Overcome us &
if possible to root us out — (^ur knowledge hereof occasions our

Vigorous Efforts, In our warlike Enterprises in this day To resist

em & if we Can to bring y'' mischief y^' design'd as to fall down upon

their own heads. Still Tho"- we are alarmed & our Nation Alarmed

upon our Acco' &c — yet That War sho'' Arise to us, and That we
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have reason To go forth in (/ireat Armies one way & anoth' to defend

ourselves in our just riglits, it to remove Eneroachtnents vv' '' are

ah'eady made upon us, tliis is (ii'ievous —- ifc it must l)e look'd uprm

as a Day of affliction — A day of fear and Calamity — A day &
Time calling aloud upon Kvei-y one to eoiisid' of their ways & their

doings— To re})ent & return unto y"' lord (""whom we have de-

parted --------- ought we not firmly to helieve & To
dei»end upon it that L (Goii) will ari^e it; Inue mercy upon Zion &
fav' her in y' set time --------^ when tiiere are such

\'ast preparations & anu'iments ujion this Contineiit & yese (these)

nothern seas as nev' have bin known before ----------
We have heretofore called, & L ((toiI) hath a'l-iw' — Wittne.ss y*'

remarkable & almost maraculous success in our Expeilition a^;' Cape

Breton—Wittness y'' remarkable Interposition of y'' Divine prov. in

y*' scattering y'' P""rench squadron und'' y'' Com' of y'' Duke D'Anvil,

upon our own Coasts, who were DesignM upon our ruin, but '^I'lio'"

nev"' followed or resisted i>y an English squadron, yet batlied, dis-

l)eised, ruinM ct turned back ashamed — And shall we not be En-

courageil In Faith & j)ray' f"" y'' already fav(Uirable success granted

us —
" Our forces f"" England arrive<l s-afe to y'' southward, (uir own

men rem irkably spirited To Inlist *fe to offer ,.,„ selves to go in & upon

y'' several Expeditions on foot one way & atioth' — A fine s(piadrori

of our own upon v*' heels of a frencli one upon our Coasts & already

masters of their shi])s, successs of our army at Nova Scotia, plenty

at home, & scarcity of provisions among y'' french — are not these

all Encouraging symptoms, Of good success attending our Enterprises

- - - - we must not Trust to our own men, our numb'*' our Strength

or our skill— but in God & to him SlnV' we cry - - - - We may

observe that y"^ Spirit of y'' English Nation in y'" past' day seems to

be the ancient spirit — & both ministry it pple seem to be united &
not divided as hath bin too Common a Circumstance very favourable

an omen (we hope) for Good ------
"Preached 8 July ITno East day on acco' of several Expedi-

tions To drive y' P'rench f"" their Encroachments."

In the Nova Scotia expedition of that year which

restilted in the removal of the Acadeans, were twenty-
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two Chelmsford men, fourteen of whom were witli Col.

Winslow at Grand Pre.*

In tlie Massachusetts archieves are preserved the

rolls of some of the soldiers who took part in the expe-

dition against Crown Point, and Bridge's diary furnishes

some interesting details in regard to their fate. He
writes :

" Jona Barron going off on an expedition to

Crown Point is made a Lieut prayed with the soldiei's at

Lieut. Barron's." With Lieut. Barron were twelve

Chelmsford men.t They took part in the battle of Lake

George and from the losses sustained it is probable that

they were in the fray long known as the " bloody morn-

ing scout,'" The news of the battle was received in

Chelmsford seven days after and at the same time the

call for re-enforcements.

'•' Se|it lb A general muster of eom})anies througli the Prov-

inces to raise men to reinforce army at Crown Point. Si)ent morn-

ing at Parkers with officers A: this <hiy the news came of tlie engage-

ment lietween Gen Johnsons army & the French & Indians, in

which Johnsons army came off conquerors liaving taken the French

General & killed 700 officers & men & taken and wounded many.

The liattle was on the 8 Sept instant. A signal mercy, though at

the same time we are called to mourn the loss of divers brave offi-

cers & Soldiers to the number of about 1'20 or 130."

Soon rumors began to be received of casualities

among the Chelmsford men, wliich were verified b}' more

definite news, and the dutiful ])arson was constant in his

ministrations to the afflicted families. The account can

best be given in his own words.

" Sept 'io. A'isited the wife of Jona Barron as I did yesterday

towards niixht upon a flying report of her husband being killed in

* Winslow's Jounial. !\T;iss. Hist. Collection.

I Miiss. Archives. Vol. 'M. p. 1<>.5.
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the battle ag't the enemy on the way to Crown Point." 2i> "Vis-

ited Mrs Barron this morning upon the acct of her hearing more

news of lier husliand being killed & discoursed with her" '-Prayed at

Parkers with a conii)any soldiers going off to Crown Point, Capt,

Butterfield, of Dunstable." " 27 Visited Widow Parker u])on a

flying rejiort of her son being killed in the fight under Gen Johnson,

so upon the same acct visited wife of Jacob Parker." '• :!0 Visited

Mrs. Barron who tliis day is certified of the death of her husband

in the late battle with our enemies in the way toward Crown Point,

by an extract of a l«tter of Maj Nichols (to his wife) who also was

wounded in the same engagement, I discoursed with her again &
endeavored to comfort her " " Visited the wife of Jacob Parker

upon
[ ] that her husband was certainly [ ] in battle."

"Oct 6 P. M. I visited widow Parker she lias received a letter from

her son Moses in the army whereby is certified to us the death of

Lieut Barron, Jacob Parker & James Emery of this town, also

visited the widow of Jacob Parker."

Lieut. Jonathan Barron was ;i son of Lieut. Jona.

and Rebecca Barron. Jacoh Parkei' was a son of John

and Rebecca. Emery was son of Zaohariah Emerv.

The town I'ecord of deaths states :

'• Died in the Grate

Battle at Lake George September 8^'' 1755."

Lieut. Benj. Parker died in 1771, and was buried

from his home upon wdiat is now Pine Street.

One of the customs, of lono; standin"' at that time,

-was the giving of gloves at funerals. In the case of

persons prominent in Church, state, or society, tliis cus-

tom was often carried to great excess. Alice Morse
Earle says* " one great expense of a funeral was the

gloves. In some communities these were sent as an

approved form of invitation to relatives and friends and
dignitaries whose presence w^as desired."

The Parkers followed the prevailing practice.

Customs of New England P. llR.
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The ))ill for the g'loves and otiier mourning articles,

reads as follows :

*

"Mr HENJ PAUKEK tc) SAMSON STODDARD Du
1771

May '2'-)—To 15 pr mens (Tloves

To "2 pr mens Black Ditto

'1\) 19 p' wc'ms Ditto

To ;> ])V woms Black Ditto

"^IV) 8 Black liandkercliicf

To 3 Vails

To 1 y' Black Hibbond

To 1 Black Fan

To 3 yrds hat band Crape

d-' M' William Feirce for the

Fun' of Lieut Beny' Parker Late

of Chelmsford Deceased.''

Mr. Stoddard was the merchant at the center of the

town. The bill is written in an excellent hand—although

by a graduate of Harvard College.

The manner in which a house was prepared for a

funeral is thus described by Mrs. Stowe in her charming

story •' Oldtown Folks.'' ''It was a doctrine of those

good old times, no less than of many in our present days,

tliai a house invaded 1)y death should be made as forlorn

as hands could make it. It should be rendered as cold

and stiff, as unnatural, as dead and corpse-like as possi-

ble, by closed shutters, looking-glasses pinned up in

white sheets, and the locking up and hiding out of sight

of any pleasant little familiar object which would be

thought out of })lace in a sepulchre."

The hour having arrived let us enter the dwelling

thus prepired for the occasion and pay our tribute of

respect to the memory of the departed.

^ Benj. Parker iJiipers.
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In the best room are seated the family and near rel-

atives, the Parkers and Blodgetts. In the other rooms

wearing the funeral gloves provided for the occasion are

" Mr. Robert ?eirce, Mr. Stephen Peirce, Mr. Jacob How-

ard and Wife, Mr Benja FUitterlield and Wife, Mr Joseph

Peirce and Wife, Mr. William Peirce and Wife, Silas

Peirce and U ife, Joseph Warren, William Bowers, Dan-

iel Keves, Mis Elizabeth Clark, VVid Abagil Bates, Wid

Martha Howard, Wid Susana Fletcher, Wid Sarah Fletch-

er, Mis Lydda Bates, Mary Bowers, Lusy Fletcher, Sarah

Fletcher, 'Rachel Howard, Thankful Peirce. For the

Bairs (bearers) Capt Ebenezer Parker, Capt Epa Spauld-

ing Esq, Capt Zacriah Richardson Left Jona Spaulding

Left Joseph Moor, Mr. Robert Peirce."* The minister,

Rev. Ebenezer Bridoe, alig::lits from his chaise and with

staid and dignified bearing, enters the house of mourn-

ing. He offers prayer and the services ai'e concluded.

The coffin is placed upon the bier and. followed by the

procession, is borne over the long winding road to the

burial ground at the centre of the town, four miles

away.f Tlie bell slowly tolling from the church tower

from the time the procession comes in view.

The inscription n])on the grave stone is :

Here lies the

Body of Lieu'

BENJAMIN PARKER
who dejiarted thi

Life May 23' 1771

Aged 72 years

S months ifc

11 days

* ' The persons that are to Receive the Gloves." The s|)elling is as a|ii)ears in the

original paper.

t Where the bearers were old and the distance long young men were selected to act

as lUKler bearers.
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The funeral sermon was preached at the meeting

house, the Sabbath following the burial. This was

preceded l)}^ a request from the family of the deceased,

for the prayers of the congregation that their loss may
be sanctified to them for their spiritual good.

A favorite discourse of Parson Brido:e for such occa-

sions was from the text in Gen. v. 24 : ''And Enoch

walked w*'' God and he was not : for God took him."

This was " Preached Sab. after y® D & funl' of Henry

S[)aulding— octo. G—1754"— and with some changes

several times after, the last being Jan. 1. 171*2, the Sab-

bath after the death and funeral of Deacon Ephraim

Spaulding. ^Et 83.

Three physicians were paid for attendance upon

Lieut. Parker.*

" Dr Ivittredge 39/
Dr Oliver Prescot 5— 14—
Xelieniiab Abbot 4(i /S "

The first named was a Tewksbury physician. (Dr.

Benj. or Dr. Francis.) The last was of Chelmsford.

He lived at the Center, in the house ^vhich stands at the

corner of Acton street. Dr. Prescott was a more noted

physician from Gj'oton, perhaps called in consultation*

"The limits of his practice were extended to a great

distance on every side."t He was a brother of Col. Wm.
Prescott of Bunker Hill fame, and himself an active

patriot in the revolution, receiving the appointment of

the second Major General of Militia in 1781. His long

rides on horseback, to answer his many calls led him, it

is said, to acquire the habit of sleeping in that position.

* Probate Kecoixls.

t
'• Pliysicians of Cirotoii." Dr. S. A. (Jreen.
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It" some of the mourning customs of those days

occasioned heavy expense the undertaker's bills were cer-

tainly not excessive. The cost of the cotftn was 5 shill-

ings and 4 pence, (0—5—4) paid to Moses Davis, who
kept a tavern at what is now known as Davis' corner.

The list of the personal effects left ])y Lieut. Parker

remind us of the great changes that have taken place in

dress and domestic economy. Many of the iirticles are

now found only in garrets, or antiquarian collections.

Among them were a " blew coat & Tucket, leather

breeches, shoe buckles, knee buckles, warming pan, brass

skillets, trammels, pillion. Riddle, sword & belt, Camblet

coat & Green jacket, silver buttons'' and two wheels.

The last named articles, to be sure, seem somewhat

familiar to moderns. With those -'wheels" the women
of the household took their daily " spin " undisturbed

by any fears of also taking a •' header." One was a

wool and one a flax wheel.

In the estate of the daughter Sarah, we liud such

articles as a " Ridingwood [sic] caps, rutHes, ri])bons,

necklace, gloves, fans, stays, side saddle vS: bridle and

pillion."

From which it seems that the vounsj^ ladies of those

days found means to gratify their feminine fancies as

well as their modern sisters.

Of the people whose names have been mentioned as

the recipients of the funeral gloves, Mr. Robert Peirce

was a young man of 17, born April 13, 1754, son of

Stephen and Betsey (Bowers) Peirce. Mr. Stephen

Pierce lived at East Chelmsford. His house, since re-

modeled, is now the residence of our respected citizen,

Mr. William Manning. He (born 1754) was a son of

Oliver and grandson of Stephen and Esther. He married
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Hannah Marshall, July 30, 1778, was a soldier in the

revolntion, died April 16, 1826. Mr. Jacoh Howard and

wife were a middle-aged couple from Middlesex. He
died March 26, 1796, aged 78. The name is in the rolls

of soldiers in the revolution. The Butterfield home

where Benjamin and his wife probably lived was upon

Hale street, a few rods from Lincoln Square. William

Pierce was a son of Robert and Mary, grandson of

Stephen and Esther, born Oct. 29, 1735. His intention

of marriage to Elizabeth Pierce was published Dec. 4,

1760. His father deeded to him in 1758, shortly before

William's marriage, "
'•-• of all my real estate in Chelms-

ford " for £100.*

Silas Peirce is accompanied by his young bride Lucy

Spaulding, (m. March 26, 1771.) He will be referred to

a^'-ain. Joseph Wairenwas from the center of the town.

He died March 18, 1792, aged 67. William Bowers was

from Middlesex, He was a descendent of Jerathmel,

wdio first settled upon the ancestral homestead on Wood

street, now occupied by Joseph Bowers, a brother of

City Engineer Bowers. The line from 'Jerathmel son of

George (of Scituate, 1637) m. Elizabeth—died in Groton

April 23, 1724. - Jonathan, 1). April 13, 1674, m. Han-

iiMJi Barrett May 17, 1699, d. Feb. 12, 1744 or 5. Jon-

athan, b. July 5, 1701, m. Mary Grimes, June 7, 1726,

d. Nov. 1756. ^William m. Hannah Kidder of Billerica,

Jan. 1. 1761. Mosc'iJi, b. Dec. 31, 1780. m. Rlioda But-

terlield April 1, 1S03. d. Jan. 15, 1859. '= Sewall, b July

10,1810, m. Sylvia Fisher, Nov. 24, 1847, d. Dec. 23,

1S93. 'Joseph and George.

The location of the Keyes house has been men-

tioned. Miss Elizabeth Clark, b. Feb 28, 1725. was a

' Benj. Parker papers.
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maiden lady with somewhat aristocratic connections.

Her father Col. Jonas Clark kept the public house at the

ferry, since known as the Middlesex tavern. She was

connected with the Hancocks who often visited here.

Her aunt Elizabeth (daughter of of Rev. Thos.) married

Rev. John Hancock of Lexington, and was the grand-

mother of the patriot Governor John Hancock. Abigal

Bates was probably the widow of Robert, whom Parson

Bridge mentions among his parishioners whom he visited

at the Neck. Widow Martha Howard was Martha Poor

of x\ndover, before marriage to Benjamin Howard, Jan.

12, 1748. She died April 27, 1793, age 79}^,.*

Sarah Fletcher was the widow of Henry who died

June 1, 1764, and the mother of Henry (b. Jan. 17,

1754,) who was killed at White Plains, New York, Fel).

3. 1780, while serving as a soldier in the revolution. He
left two small children, Henry and Betsey. The latter,

(b. April 19,1777,) married Johnson Davis, the father of

Mr. Sidney Davis, a member of this association.

The six bearers were all military men of mature

years, and doubtless all had seen service in tlie wars.

Capt. Ebenezer Parker commanded the companj^ of which

the deceased was an officer. Ca])l. Ephraim Spaulding

was a justice of the peace and deacon of the church.

At the funeral of the wife of Lieut. Parker, (Ehzabeth,

(1. Dec. 19, 17b-"),) Deacon S})aul(ling officiated in place

of the minister.!

Captain Zachariah Richardson is a veteran of the

wars, now past the age for military service. He died

March 22. ]776, aged 81.

Lieut. Jona. Spauldingi was a tavei'u keeper at

* Grave stone.

t liriclge'.'i Diaiy.

Or Joliii. I tliink Jona. tlie name inteniled.
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the south part of the town, within the present limits of

the town of Carlisle. He was an active business man.

His old account books which have been preserved aitord

a curious study of the times. His military commissiou

bearing the autograph of Governor Pownal, 1757, is in

the Adams Library, Chelmsford. He lived to the great

age of 05, (b. 1705.) Lieut. Joseph Moor lived upon

what is now Moor street, where some of his descendants

still reside. The present occupant being the sixth gen-

eratior< of the family upon the old homestead. Joseph

Moor died July 5, 1775. Mr. Robert Pierce was a quar-

master in the military. He was a widower of Go, his'

wife Mary (Landlee) having deceased ten years before,

(d. June 5, 1761.) He was a son of Stephen and Esther,

(b. Jan. 19, 1708, m. published June 17, 1731 ; died

April 2, 1780). Joseph Peirce lived upon wdiat is now

the city farm. His house stood a few rods south of the

Coburn houses on Chelmsford street. The old ro id

passed between the Coburn and Peirce houses. He mar-

ried Mary Peirce March 20, 1714. She was a daughter

of Stephen and Esther, born Dec. 14, 1722. Pierce was

a tailor and his services in that capacity were sought by

people of quality. Among his customers was Oliver

Fletcher, Esq., who lived at the center of the town.

S(|uire Fletcher was a graduate of Harvard College and

a man highly esteemed for *• piety and integrity." He
attended to the legal aft'airs of the town, and for individ-

uals. When he attended court at Cambridge, or Concord,

he went faultlessly attired. His account book mentions

a number of garments made for him by Joseph Peirce.

Here is a descilption of the materials for one of them :
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1756 " October 18 afores'' I paid for cloth for a coat &c.

To paid M'' Cusliin for 3 yds )

& ^ of Drab broad cloth for a ^ 2(1

Great Coat @ £ 8 p
yi

is )

To p'' Marshall for Cutting out the said Coat .10
To paid for sowing silk for said Coat .... 7 6

To paid for half an ounce of thread for thes'' Coat 2

To paid for 2 Dozen of Buttons covered with hair

for said Coat to Lawton 14
To 2 Skains of silk Twist at 5/ each at same

place for s'' Coat

To ^ yard Shalloon for s'' Coat at

Lawtons at 2S/ p is 14

February 25, 1757 To making the s'' Great
}

Coat p'' Peirce \ 1 15 0" *

Squire Fletcher must have presented a striking

appearance arrayed in his beaver hat. l)rown wig, and

drab great coat with its two dozen of buttons covered

with hair. And he apparently enjoyed pleasant relations

with those before wlioin he appeared at (Ja'nbridge, for

we find under date

" 1753

May 17 Expenses to Court

2 dollars £ 4—10—3 out of which I paid £ 1—12—0
for Puch [punch] which I gave the Court after Dinner."

The Pierces were a long-lived race. Of the children

of Joseph, the eldest Silas outlived five wives, leaving

the sixth a widow at the age of 84. Joanna was cut off

by an accident at 90. Sarah died at 98, and Thankful

lived to reach her 100th year.

For the benefit of such as are interested in a study

of the effects of the use of alcohol upon longevitj^, it

should be stated that the head of this remarkable family

Oliver Fletcher's Account Book.



250 OLD JJESIDENTS' HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

was addicted to the intemperate indulgence in drink—we
are not informed as to the brand he used. Silas contin-

ued to live ai^ the old homestead. Mr. Franklin Coburn

describes it as a long rambling cottage, made so by ex-

tensions added from time to time to accommodate the

increasing tenants. He has pleasant recollections of the

kindly old couple, Silas and his wife, and of visits to the

cottage where from the chimney corner he could look up

to the stars. The farm was purchased by the city for

its present use of Joseph, a son of Silas. Sarah Pierce,

(b. Dec. 30, 1759, daughter of Joseph and Mary,) has

many descendants living in Chelmsford and Lowell by

her marriage to Amos Byam. She married second

Oliver Parkhurst.

Joanna Peirce, (b. March 24, 1769,) married James

Marshall, a revolutionary soldier. She has a son, Rufus

Marshall, now living in this city, at the age of 87, one of

the very few living sons of revolutionary soldiers.

Thankful, (I). Jan. 9, 1752, daughter ot: Joseph and

Mary Pierce,) was the last name in the list of those who

received the funeral gloves. She then was a sunny blue-

eyed miss of nineteen summers. She married, about

1773, Samson Walker. They removed to Temple,

N. H., and later to Andover, Vt., where they passed the

remainder of their days. He was a soldier in the revo-

lution.*

The history of Andover, Vermont, states that Sam-

son Walker was at the battle of Bunker Hill, one of five

brothers, all holding commissions and all over six feet

tall. They reared a family of nine children, the daugh-

ters being noted for their beauty, two of whom lived to

a great age. The following is a copy of the inscription

* Certificate from War Department, Washington, D. C.





THANKFUL (,PIERCE) WAlKER AT 97.
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upon her grave stone, in the old cemetery in a neglected

but picturesque spot high up among the hills beside the

old stage road in Andover.

THANKFUL
wife of

Samson Walker

DIED
March 28, 1851

jE 99 y's 2 m's

& 8 d's

Great peace to those that loves

God's laws and nothing shall

offend them.

I was introduced to a descendent of Thankful at a

very early age. She was placed in the cradle with me
when we were infants. I do not remember the impres-

sion she made upon me at that time but I have a distinct

recollection that at a later dite I thouo-lit her beautiful

—

and to me she is so now. We still keep the old family

cradle, and its latest occupant was our grandson of the

sixth generation from pretty Thankful Pierce of 1771.





Mr. C. W. W hidden,*

Secretary of the Old Residents' Historical Association,

My Dear Sir :— The accompanying papers, copied

from the originals in the Chelmsford archives, seem to

me to possess some interest to your association. The

one relating to the school shows the enlightened spirit

which prompted the enterprising founders of Lowell to

furnish school accommodations for their rapidly increas-

ing population without waiting for the action of the

town. The others contain the names of the members

of the first fire companies.

Very respectfully,

Henry S. Perham.

Clielmsford, Jan. 24, 1898.

* The following papers referred to in this letter were not read before the associa-

tion but are printed both for general information and to preserve their historic value.

C. W. Whidden, .Sec'!/. :
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To THE Selectmen of the Town of Chelmsford

Gent"

The increase of Population in the Eleventh School District

has been so great for a year or two past, that the Children cannot

possibly be accommodated in the School House belonging to said

district. The Merrimack Manufact" Company have in consequence

erected a School House for the convenience of all children residing

on their premises. Therefore we the undersigned request that an

article may be inserted in the warrent for the Town meeting to be

holden on the first Monday of April next to ascertain if the Inhabi-

tants will appropriate the money paid by the Mer*^ Man" Company
& persons in their employ for supporting the School established by

them, and to have the district so divided as to effect the above

purpose

Chelmsford 23'> March 1825.—
KniK BdOTT Agent

Pall Moodv

WaRKEN COLIURN

N Goodwin

Allan Pollock

Geor<;e B. Pollock

Hiram Thompson

He:nry Smith

D. J. MOODY

Charles Nichols

The paper containing the following wa^ endorsed

upon the back ••' Report of the Selectmen respecting

School District No 11— 1825"

The subscribers to whom was referred the article in the the

warrant for the last town meeting, resj^ecting a a division of school

distiict No. 11 having attend to the servic. re>j»ectfully submit the

following Report.

That said district be divided as follows, viz. beginning at Mer-

rimack River at the northeasterly corner of the Kittridge farm, so

called, thence running southerly to the bride over George's brook so
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called on the road from Patncket Bridge to Concord River bridge,

thence westerly on said road to the land of Luther Kichardson,

thence southerly on said liichardsons land and in the same course

to the Patucket land four rods west of the house of Thomas Bagden

and that the part of the town east of said line, and north of said

canal be made a school district, and called district No. 1.3.

Caleb Auhott

Xatii "Wright

ALI'IIELS SrALI.OINti

To THE Selectmen of the town of Chelmsford

The Merrimack Manufacturing Company by their agent, rei)re-

sent that they are proprietors ';' a Fire Engine in said Chelmsford,

which they are desirous should be employed for the benefit of said

town : they therefore request you to appoint a number of suitable

persons for Engine-Men, agreeable to the law in such case made &
l)rovided.

April li4»' 1S23.

Kirk ISoott

Aiivnt M. M. «o

Appended to the paper containing the above is

another giving the action of the selectmen acceding to

the request.

On the foregoing request, we have appointed the the following

persons Engine Men to said Engine viz. Jonathan Burbank, Na-

thaniel Holmes, William Pearson, Samuel S. Churchill, Amos Pear-

son, John Bowtell, Suel Heaselton, Leonard Cushing, Stephen W.
Balcomb, Stephen Cushing, John Dummer, Simeon C. Sargent,

David Hamblet, Joseph M. Dodge, Abel Lincoln, Charles Nichols,

John T. Spofford, John Clark, Denas Doane, Calvin Fairbanks &
William Whall 3d all of said Chelmsford

May pt 1823

Caleb Abbott ^ Selectuif a

Xath Wright Y of

John Shed J Chohnsford
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The Proprietors 6i Locks and Canals on Merrimack River

—

Having provided themselves with an Engine and Buckets—subject

to tlie direction of the Town—petition the Select Men of the Town
Chelmsford to Authorise th same and appoint Twenty one Engine

men from the following list.

Chelmsford, March 28"' 1825.

David L Mdouv
Arch'' W Dummer
George Brownell
James Chaxdeer
Setii Chandler
Kf Kus Nichols
Stei'Hex Webster
Nathan Oliver
(Jkosvenor Bltrick
Caleb ."Marvel

RussEL Robertson
Jefeerson Wheeler
Thomas Xewell
AViLLIAM MeRRIAM
Aliucence \V. Fisher
Samuel Fisher
Samuel Feecham
Mavnari) Bragg
AVilliam D. Mason
William Procter
<'vi;rs Oliver

KiKK JJooTT, Treas. i*y: Aiient

Props. L A: Canals on Merr. River.

Written upon the back of the paper containing

above wa.s

March 21», 1825 By Virtue of the Statutes of 1785 and 1805,

we the subscribers have appointed the foregoing list of persons

enginemeii to be attaclied to engine No. 3 within the Town of

Chelmsf(n-d

Caleb Ar.r.oTT 1

Nath'- Wright
!

John Shed
j

J. H. B. Ayer
I

Selectineu



I. Anintal licpovt for lSOo-(>. Bij Solon 1]\

Stevens, J'ice-Pres. Bead Maij J('>, 1S9G.

Lowell, May 2G, 1896.

It ai;aiii becomes the duty of the President of the

Old Kesideiits' Association of Lowell to present an annual

r(^l)ort. A review of the events which have occurred

durin.i;- the past year does not oifer many incidents of

strikinjj;- interest which properly come Avithin the range

of such a report, and in fact all that need be said is sub-

stantially reduced to the statement that our Society has

continued its quiet, unobtrusive existence in its usually

jjrosperous way, together with the additional statement

tliat death has marked with its fatal asterisk several

immes which for many years have been enrolled on the

list of onr membership.

In an address delivered on the 3d of May, 18G9,

by the first President of this Association, Dr. John O.

(h-een, at its first annual meeting, the speaker stated that

in tlie autumn of 1823 he witnessed the singuUir and

novel experiment of the planting of bushels of acorns

(»ver a large tract of land in the vicinity of Sclio;»l Street,

under the personal oversight of Ezra Worthen, Esq., for

the ])ur])()sc of ])roviding superior white oak timber for

the use of the mills in future years. Of course the enter-

prise was a failure, for the little shrubs never grew to

more than a foot in height, while the attention of the

original participants in the scheme vras diverted to more

serious purposes. But the incident showed the spirit of

lio])efulness and patience characteristic of the early

builders who laid the foundations of our attractive and

prosperous city. It seems to me the same spirit of faith,

and hope, and patience, was exercised by the founders
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of this orgauization when tliey determiuod to execute

their plaiLs, and to persist in their efforts for "the estab-

lishment of a h>eal historical society, whose objects shall

be to preserve all legends, traditions, facts and reminis-

cences connected with one of the most interesting cities

on this continent."

Unlike the experiment witnessed by Dr. (Jreeii, this

enter])rise has proved successful, and it only remains f(»i'

ns and onr successors to magnify its importance, enlarge

its sco]>e, and impress npon others the necessity of giving

to its i>eculiar work more general encouragenKait. The
]tapers and records which have been writtt'ii, read, and

preserved nnder the auspices of the Old Hesidents' Asso-

ciation have become a collection of historical <lata rela-

tive to the personality of Lowell citizenship which can

be <d)tained from no other e(]ually reliable suurce, and

these data, are increasing in interest and valne every year.

Add to this collection the manuscripts, books, pamphl; ts,

and volumes of newspapers, which are the property of

The Association, and which, bnt for this Association,

would never have been ])r(served, and it may well be

(juestioucd whether any such collection of ]ieculiar ins-

toi-icai material exists anywhere within the limits of

tli(^ hind.

Perhaps in this connectiim it may be proper to slate

that the matter of the juddication of a History of Lowell

under the ausi)ices of this Association has not Ve^n

lost siuht of by the (\nninittee having the niattei' in

(h.-ir^e. It is, however, an undertaking whi(di involves

h'isure, iKitienc(% and caridul preparation, and in ordei-

to(^ven apin-oximule ihe ideal standard whiidi it is ntt^rly

impossible to I'ealize, snlhcient time must be allowed and

be taken for an enteri»rise of so great im])i»rtance.

It may also be jtioper to add that a petition has been

recently jtrcscnted to tlie city authoidties in behalf of the
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Old Kesideiits' Association praying that said Assoi-iation

ma}^ 1)0 allowed to hold its meetings, locate its properties,

and establish its headqnarters in Memorial Hall. No
decision has vet been reached relative to the matter, so

that nothing further can be said, except to emi)hasize

the ex])ression of hope that a favorable answer may be

given t<» onr request.

The following are the names of those members of

the Association who have passed away since the last

annual meetina:

1. George W. Patterson.

(leorge W. Patterson, brother of the late Ex-Si'uator

Patterson of New Hampshire, died at his home, No. 38

West Sixth Street, July 19th, 1805. He was born in

llennik«% X. 11., on the 12th of March, 1815, and came

to Lowell with his father in 1831. vSoi»n after his arrival

here he entered the employ of the Lawrence Manufac-

turing ('onii)any, where he remained forty-one years,

thirty-tive of which he served as overseer. He was one

of th(^ original members of Kirk Street Churcli, having

identified himself with those who came out from the

First (Jongregational Church with the late Kev. Dr.

Blanchard, to form the Kirk Street Church, and he was

regarded until the closi^ of his life as one of its most

zealous and devoted members.

2. Ch^veland J. Cheney.

A biographical sketch of Mr. Cheney is purposely

omitted here because a i)aper relative to his life, prepared

by Col. James Francis, is to be found elsewhere in the

IMiblished papers of the Old Kesidents' Association.
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3. Oliver A. llicliardson.

Oliver A. Ivicliardsoii wiis born Nov. 21st, , at

East Medway, Mass., came to Lowell October 31st, 1832,

and died here Angnst 21st, 1895, aged 85 years and I)

months. As will be observed, Mr. llicliardson came to

this place when Lowell was a town, and commenced
business as a gunsmith and a locksmith. He was at first

located on Middlesex Street, having erected the first shop

(*n that street between Central Street and what is now
called the Northern Depot. Later he moved to Middle

Street, Mhere he had his sh((p and his dwelling-house

f(n- many years, and then finally located his business on

Central Street. In 1853, Mr. Richardson moved to Bos-

ton and established his business on Washington Street,

Xortli End, where he remained for about eight years,

and afterward returned to Lowell, where he remained

until his death. He was much respected as a citizen,

quiet in manner, genial in disposition, and ever ready to

lend a helping hand to the unfortunate.

4. Solomon Danforth.

Solomon Danforth, an old and respected resident of

this city, died at his home on Loring Street, December

7th, 181)5, at the age of 77 years. He was a native of

NeAV Ilauii)shire, and had been a citizen of Lowell since

1834. He was formerly engaged in real estate business,

but reliu(iuished active duties as a business man several

years ago on account of his infirmities. Mr, Danforth,

like several others whose names are mentioned in these

brief notices, became a resident here before Lowell was

incoi7)orated as a city. After a long and useful life he

died res])(^cte(l and beloved by a large circle of acquaint-

ances aiul friends.
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5. John h^, Jaques.

John S. Jaques Avas born at Sanbornton, N. II.,

March 19th, 1812, and died at his home on East Merri-

mack Street, January 31st, 1896, at the age of 83 yeai-s.

He was well known as a business man, being promi-

nently identified with the manufacturing of shuttles, from

the active duties of which he retired some years ago. In

April, 1835, he was marTied to Nancy 0. Tilton, who died

July 7th, 1891. The fiftieth anniversary of their marriage

was celebrated at their residence in a very ^deasant and
social way irr 1885. In November, 1894, Mr. Jaques was
married to Adelia S. Kempsey of Lowell. Mr. Jaijues

was for a long time one of the Trustees of the Central

Savings Bank and was very zealous in promoting the

interests of that institutiorr. He came to Lowell in 1832,

and thi'oughout his long and busy life was highly

esteemed.

(>. James Watson.

James Watson, one of our oldest and bestd^nowu

cilizens, was born in Nottingham, N. H., Augirst 2nd,

1818, and died in Lowell March 21st, 1890, at the age of

77 years and 7 months. He came to Lowell ]May 2()th,

1835. For fifty-six years he lived on the Merrimack

Corporation and occupied the responsible position of

overseer in the Merrimack Mills during the greater por-

tion of that time. He served as Couucilrrrau in 1850-51,

and as Alderman in 1860-01. Mr. Watson always mani-

fc^sted great interest in the People's Club and held the

office of Secretary of this organization from the date of

its beginning until the close of his life. His zeal in its

welfare was very irrarked, and as long as he was physi-

cally able to do so he Visited its apartments several times

every week, having missed only two meetings of its Board



'.m;-, t'lit i;i;sii)i ,\ Is iiisKducAJ. Assoi i.v i ion.

<>r i ;it\ .•iiiiiiciil ill all ili(« \(;iis i.f ihr cxislciirt' i.f Iho
<'<il»- ll<' \\;is iJfiii iiird will) dm- iii;i 11111, uliiriim iiHliis-

(rit's ill ( (Miiift I ion wiili ilir .M<Tiiiii;i( k .Mills I'm- iinti'"

IIi;mi li;iir ;i (ciiIiiin, ;iii<I his icniiiiiscciict's iTl;ili\<'

llifrclo were tlcl iuli I In I (o lislcii \o hccniisc his nccii r;i I
"

iiMiiioiv w :is lillcd with so iiia ii\ iinidoiil s 1 ola I i \ c I o |) t
sous ami ihiiii^s romiocloil \\i(li Ihis coiiiitaiiv. Mr.

\\ a I sou's gradual ( led i lie ill licall h had I mm 11 uni icrd w il li

auviolv bv his Tauiilv aud Irioiids, ImiI he kc|>i arlivdv

( '11
1

1 do \ id II III i I w i I hi II a low w o(dvs td' I ho ( iiuo when the

iiio\iialdo olid laiuo. rorsouall\ ho was a iiiaii » I' strict

iulot;rii\, didiuhtlul as a •ouipaiiiou. do\(»|«'d ;is a hus-

haiid and lalhor. aud in death ho has hdt bohiud llii^

uioinorv of a nsol'iil aud woll spoul lifo.

7. ( ioorm' \\ St libnor.

Mr. (iooiL^o \\ S( libnor was born in (hrlso.i, \ I., o'l

(ho Killi o\' (>o(i>b(>r. IS;;(l, and died at iiis homo in Holvi

doi'o in Ihis (il\ o\\ I ho 1 llli of Orlobor, lS!t.^. Ho caim'

lo l.owtdl in ISIT, ami had alwa\s li\od horo wiili lht>

oNcoiilion (d' a shorl poriod ol' linio passed in (aliroruia.

Mis business was ihal i^\' a etuUrarior at the Lowell

Mai him> Shop, with wliiili ooipoi-at ion he was rouuected
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(il. iwo \ears oil (he T.o.ard o( Aldermen, two Noars in

I ho Si ale l.oL:,islai lire, and b>ur vears 011 I lie Sehool JMiarvl.

Mo was a rrnsiee and \ ii'e rresideul of the Ceulral Sa\-

iuus r.aiiU Iroiii ihe date o[' its ori;a ni/.a I ion. Mo was

roiiarded as a man ol' strict inioi^riiv. sound jmluiiuMK,

alTable aiitl kind in all his itdatioiis wiili his follow lueu,

aud his moinorx will alwa^vs bo eherishod wiili affeetiou

aud osiotMii.
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S. John II. .M( Ahii.

'loliii II, .\Ic.\l\iii \\;is JMiiii in lliis <il\ on <'li;i|i<l
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SirccI M;i> Isf, ISIMI. Mis (hiilli \\ ;i ; nol ;i 1 1 ..-d h.-i-

ii nc \ jiccl c*!, hill iis ;i II n<iii n( <iri<'nl \\;is ic(<'i\c(| |»\ hiH

niiinv I'liciMls with innroiinil \*-<^yc\. A ( Ihc lini<- <.\' lii;-t

(jfcciisc Im- v\;is ;i iiM-nilMr of Ihc r.<i;ir<l (»!' Aide- ncn. !)<>

\\;is <Ih»s<ii ('i(y ('h-iK lor Ihc liisl liiiic in |S~.X. him cc; <|

ini; .Mr. \\iHi;iiii I ,;i nisftii, .( r., whiih [tu.'-i t ion h' r< signed

ill l'^<>I> to hcfonic ('ilv 'I'rciisii rcr. ||< \\;is ;iniiii illv

reelected lo thi.s ohice iiiilil Iss:;. Since ||i:i| liinc he

li;isscr\cd ;is .M;i n;i;.'er (d' Ihc .\o\e||v I'hc-ler Work:, IDi-

(he |ieiiod (>[ I w e| \ < ve;i is, :i lid ;is 'Trcjn ii icr id' ihc I ,o\\ ( II

lde(iric l.i'dil < 'or|»or;i t ion lor Ihirlecn \e;irs. lie \\;ik

;i I I Ik' lime (ij his dc;i I h Tie;! sii rer <d Ihc 'lA h'r Ten < 'i;.';i r

< oiii|i;iii\, ;iiid ;ils<i < lerl. <d' Ihc Soiiilv of I he rnil,iri:in

rhiirch. ,\l r. .Me,\|\in \\;is ;il\\;i\s dili;.'ciil ;iiid liiilhrnl

lo his diilics in wIkiIcvci- |iosilioii he \v;ih |d;ic(d, iind Im-

< oiiiiiKi iid<'d the iini\crs;il rcHpccI of Ihc coniiii iinil.y lor

his lid<dily ;iiid per oikiI i n I c;j ri ly.

!i. W ilder I'.ei.ncK.
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Mrs. <;, <;. 'r;irl.ell, III i;,i: I l'e|.|Mre||, (,), llic lind of .\I;iy,

iSIMi, ;il I he ;|e,. (,r S:: \c;iix. lie \\;i;- ImiI'Ii ill I ) 1 1 li I J 1 1 1
e,

Xpril ITlli, |S.'',L'. Mi- occii|»;il ion \\;is lli;il of ;i m;is<in.

lie |*iiill Ihc |»iiiMip;il ixiildiii;,' - conneclcd with Mm- .\Ier-

riiiMick ;iiid Ihimilloii < orpoi;! I ions, :i;mI ;iI o !• iskc'H

I'docl:, l|i<' .\pp|e|oii i:;inl. I'.hx I: , ( ',|,
i r-.i I l'do<l., ihc I 'dlol,

llie I'ir-i rjH\er ;ili-l ;iiid Mm- |"ir:l ( 'on;.- re;';i I ion:i I

( h II l( he-. I |e - ri \ <(| .-e\e|M| \ e,i r ;i:- S 1 1 p< 'ri 1 1 I i lid e n I of

Ihc Lo\' ( II lloi;-e I :;i i I ro;id , lMiii;_' IIm- second one

emp|o\((| |)\ iIkiI compiiny in llml c;ip,Mily. lor m.niy

\e;irs he \\;is c(.iiii<-c|ed w i I 1 1 Mm- ,\nieii(,iii I'.r.i: l',;iiid
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as a clariuet player; and it is said that at the outbreak

of the Civil War, being- ^superintendent of Streets in our

city, he could not obtain permission from the City Council

to go to the fr(mt with the band, but subsequently went
to Washington in season to return with them at the close

of the 100 days' serrice. He w^as an estinmble man and
died greatly respected by a large circle of friends.

10. Hapgood Wright.

Mr. ria])good Wright was born in Concord, Mass., on

the 28th day of March, 1811, and died at his home on

Lawrence ^^treet on Thursday, May llth, 1896, being a

little more than 85 years of age at tlie time of his decease.

He came to Lowell in 1828, when what is now a large and

l>rosperous city was simply a thriving manufacturing

town of about ."iOOO inhabitants. He was employed as a

clei-k or assistant in a shoe store, and at the age of 19 he

oi)ened a store and commenced for himself the business

of selling boots and shoes, in which line he continued

actively until October, 188(3. He was elected to the

Common Council in 1815-4(3, and also served as Alderman

in 185() an<l in 18()9, and subsequently was elected to the

House of Representatives in the Legislature of the State.

On the death of the Hon. Daniel S. Richardson he was

(diosen President of the Prescott National Bank, and he

was also a Trustee of the Five Cent Savings P>:ink. He

became a member of the I^nitarian Church in 1818, and

always maintaine<l a sincere interest in its affairs. In

1876 he gave to the City of Lowell the sum of |1000 to

be held in trust for tifty years, the profits tlieu to be

api)li('d t(> some needed municii)nl purpose and the ])ru\-

ci])al to be invested f(.r another fifty years. This is

known as the ilapgood Wriglit Centennial Fund. It is

said he made a simihir gift to tlie town of Concord, Mass.,

his birth]dace, lo be invested under similar limitations.
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Mr. Wright was faniiliaily kiiowu, and was universally

r-espected as a gentleman of spotless character, and as

an honorable, enterprising citizen.

Tims our companions, one by one, dro]> away, and
their faces are seen no more. The lines are continually

breaking, and it is useless to conjecture whether the ten-

sion be weak or strong. Changes and mysteries surround

us (tn every hand, and life itself is but a series of mys-

teries, but death is the greatest mysteiy of them all. The
answer to the questions M'hence, why, wherefore,

whither,—questions which appertain to our existence

today and to our condition tomorrow, we do not, we can-

not, know. Xot by self-abandonment to the decrees of

Fate, but only by obedience to the still, small voice of

duty can we reach that sublime faith in a higher Power,

in the exercise of which wo may perhaps gain some clue

to the sequel of these mysteries, find hope in the eternal

promises,

"And justify the ways of God to man."

Res] )ect fully submitted,

SOLON W. STEVENS, President.



IT. Aunudl Report for ISOI-'JS. Bij Solor, Tf.

Stevens, Fres. Ile(((t June 21, 1S9S.

The attention of the members of the Okl Rt^sideuts'

Historical Association is hereby respectfully invited to

the f(dlo\vinu- ivpoit for the year just brought to a close:

There have been but few meetings held during the

year, but the rectirds and archives of the Association

have been enriched by donations and by the contribution

of several exceedingly interesting papers. Inasmuch as

these ]ia]M'rs will soon be ready for circulation so as to

b(^ read at leisllr(^ it is not considered necessary to refer

to Tliciu at length b.y way of comment, except to say that

each of them contains iiuidi \ahiable information which

not oidy beiomes iutett sting leading for the pn sent

moment, but which will recei\-e increasing value as time

passes by.

The following donations lia\"e bi'Cn received by the

Association, ami their acce])tanc(^ duly aidvuowledged:

Keport of the Proceedings of the Wyoming Com-

nieiiiorat ive Association on the One Hundred and Nine-

teenth Aninversary of the l!atile and M;!s-<a(re of

"NA'yomiiig.

A I'aiiiphlet entitled "Who Inveiittd the Keaper?"

by the McCormick Harvesting ('(Uiiiany.
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I'ublicatidiis of tlic Buffalo Ilistoiical Sotiet^^

A'(.l. 4.

Tin- Scvciucciiili Annual liepoi't of the New England
Society of Brooklyn.

Tlio Third Ijicnnial liOport of tlu' Lilu-aiian of tlie

Historical Society of Montana.

State J^ibrary Bulletin of the Univer.sity of New
York.

State Library Extension Bulletin, SunmKr Schools.

Slate Libraiy ICxtension Bulletin, Public Library

1 >i\"isi(»ns.

Kejxui Siniihsouiaii Instil ulioii. Unite;! States

National Museum.
Beport of the ( 'oniniissioners of Education, isO.I-fi.

\'ol. 1 from liureau of P^ducation.

S]»eeches of Hon. .facol* H. (lallinucr of X<'\\' Hamp-
shii-e in the rnitecl Slates Senat(\ Piil). Dor.

Dedhani Historical Be;L:ister. A'ol. 1), No. 2.

Be](ort of the Bresi(h'nt of Vale University for the

year eudini: Dec. ."Ust, IMlT.

ratalo,iiiie of Yale I'niv* rsity for ISDT. Received

Dec. .'Hst, 1S1»7.

Uataloiiue of Yale Univeisity fir isOT. Beceived

July Kith, l.s!)7.

i'roceedinns of the Slate Historical Society of Wis-

consin at its forty-fifth annual meotiuu, Dec. Otli and

K'tili. iNiiT, au<l Ilist«u-y of the Historical Society Ity the

Secretary and Suiterintemlent.

Publications of Bhode Island Historical Association.

\'(.l. ."). No. 2.

Dedham Histoiiral Pei:ist( i-. A'ol. S, No. 4.

Ive^ister of tho University of Califorina for 1S0C-1)T.

A hambbooK on the Annexation of Hawaii, by Lor-

rin A. Thurston.
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rnl)li(atioiis of Rhode Island Historical Association.

Vol. 5, No. :i.

Tlie Tliirteeuth Annual Keport of the Maine Genea-

logical Society for 1896.

Report of the Annual Meetinti; of the Chicaj^'o His-

torical Society.

Lowell ("ity Documents.

A i)aiMa- on International Bimetallism, read before

the California Rankers' Association.

Forty-fourth Annual Report of the Directors of the

AnK^rican ( V)n«iTegational Association.

Dedham Historical Rej^ister. Vol. 8, Xo. 3.

Annual Report of the Managers of the Buffalo His

torical Society for 189() and 1897.

INiblicatioiis of the Rhode Island Historical Society.

Vol. G, No. 1.

Smitlisoiuan Rejtort for ISUT).

Biogiapliical sketch of Samuel Horn, by Rev. J. M.

GrecMie, 1). D.

Dedham Historical Register. Vol. 9, No. 1.

Rublicatious of the Rhode Island Historical Society.

A'ol. .", No. 4.

Manual of the New Ham])shire Historical Society

Revised Pi-oceedings of the New Hampshire Historical

Society. X'ol. I), part 1.

Kiglilietli Annual IJ(']ioi't of the New Vork State

Library for 1S97.

History an<l Rroceediiigs of the rocumtiick \'alley

3bMnoi-ial Association, 1SS()-1SS!>. A'ol. 2.

IJ( port of (he < "ommissiuncrs of I]<lncntii»n, 1895-0.

Vol. '2.

rni\ersity of Ne\\' \'ork.

State 1 lisloriaiTs Report.

State Library Reiioi-t, IS'.*.") and 1800.

State Library Bulletin Legislation, No. 9.
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State Library Extension Bulletin, Xos. 21, 22 and 23.

Also Seventy-seventh Annual Report for 1S04.

State Library Bulletin Additions, No. 3.

State Library Bulletin Additions, No. 4.

State Libraiy Extension Bulletins, Nos. 14, 15, 10, IT

and 18.

With one exception there have been no peculiar inci-

dents in the history of this Association during the last

year. The principal object of an organization like this

is to jirocure by research such data of eA'ents which have

transpired in the ])ast as have a bearing upon the lives and

acts of those who lived and wrought as citizens here, and

to presei'^e such material in permanent form that it may
be read}' both f(U' immediate and for future use. With

this design in mind, the Association has continued along

in its quiet, unobtrusive manner gathering materials

and data which undoubtedly will some day prove to be

of inestimable value

The one exception to the usual course of things

alluded to above is the fact that so many of our asso-

ciates have passed away during the last year. There

have been thirteen deaths in our membership since our

last annual meeting.

These men against whose names ''the fatal asterisk

has been set" were widely known, highly respected, and

will be sadly missed. Some of them were prominently

identified at various times with public i)ositions, while

others lived along less conspicuous lines; but all of them

Avere honored and belovi^d in life, and in their dmith their

memory is tenderly cherishtMl with aftection and esteem.

The limits of this rei)ort necessarily forbid the presenta-

tion of a complete sketch of the lives of these worthy

men, but friendshi]) prompts some tribute to their

memory, brief and inadecpiate though it be.
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Mr. William H. Cooper died at bis home, No. 12 Ware
Street, on tlie morning- of June 23rd, 1897, at tlie age of

70 years. lie had lived in Lowell some sixty years, and,

according to the published statement, he had been in the

Post Oftice Department since 1851. He was well known
as a qniet, conscientious man, faithful in the performance

of his duties, and is today tenderly remembtred as a ^-ond

citizen and an affectionate husband and father.

Mr. Daniel Bradford Bartlett, so well known as the

Paymaster of the Lowell Gas Light Company, after a resi-

dence in this city for half a century, died at his home
on Willow Street on the 10th of July, 1897, at the age

of upwards 70 years. Mr. Bartlett was burn in ('oncord,

Massachusetts. He was a grandson of Dr. Josiali Bart-

lett of Charlestown, Mass., who was a surgeon in the

Reyolutionary War; and on his maternal side he was the

eighth in descent from Got. William Bradford of the

Plymouth Colony. He Ayas educated in the ]»ul)lic

schools of Concord, and was a classmate with the Hon.

George F. Hoar, our distinguished United States Senator,

and with Judge Brooks, late of the Middlesex County

I'robate Court. He was a machinist by trade, and in

1817 came to Lowell and entered the employment of the

Lowell Machine Shop Corporation. He became C(m-

nected with tlio Lowell Gas Light Company in 1850, the

year in which this company began its business, and con-

tinued in its employ as Paymaster and Clerk until the day

of liis death. Mr. Baitlctt uas widely known for his

intelligence and genial uiaunor, and he will long be

remembered as one of our most liighly respected citizens.

^Ir. George Sargent Cheney, after a Inng and painful

illness, died at the age of 72 years at his liome on Moody

Street July 19th, 1897. Mr. Cheney was a native of Sut-
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toil, X. IT., and caiiie to Lowell in ISTO. He was a member
of the Conimou Conncil in 1S6T and 1868, a member of

the Board of Aldermen in 18(39, and from 1891 to 1894

incTusive was a member of the Board of Assessors. Dur-

ing his long and useful life he held many positions of

trust and responsibility, i)rominent among which were a

trusteesliip and a vice-presidency of the Five Cent t^av-

ings Bank. He was a man of good judgment, of strict

integrity, of wide business experience, and was consid-

ered a safe and conscientious adviser. It lias been

truthfully said of him that *'his general record in Lowell

from his coming to his last day will reflect credit ui)on

himself and upon our city."

Mr. George T. Whitnev, another of our oldest and

most highly respected citizens, died on the evening of

August 30th, 1897. Mr. Whitney came to Lowell in the

early days of its municipal existence, and during the

greater portion of his life was engaged in the meat and

provision business. He was a quiet, unassuming man,

never caring for public life, but diligent in business,

faithful in his undertakings, and genial and pleasant in

all his social relations. He was one of the original incor-

porators of the Central Methodist Church on John Street,

and one of its most devoted members. He was 78 years

of age at the time of his death.

Mr. Ira Leonard died at the age of 91, on the evening

of September 20th, 1897. Mr. Leonard was born in Aliens-

town, N. H., Februaiy 11th, 1800, and was a resident of

Lowell for more than fifty years. It is said that he could

distinctly remember the arrival of Lafayette in this conn-

try, and that he was present at the laying of the corner-

stone of the monument on Bunker Hill. It is also said

that he made the first crank to a loom in this city in the
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Mcrriiiijick Mills in 1^32, and that he helped to build the

first locoiiiotiye made in this country. He was a very

intelligent man, having- travelled extensively, and having

visited almost every imaginable place of interest, both

at home and abroad. lie was a peculiar man in some
respects, very positive in his ideas, bnt open-hearted,

genial and honest in his dealings with his fellowmen.

Mr. Henry ('(xdv riinrch, at the age of 84, died on

the morning of November Itltli, 18117. Mr. Clinrch was

born in Hartford, Conn., and was a lineal descendant of

liichard Chnrch, the ancestor of the Clinrch family in

America, who was born in England in 1008, and came

to this country in 1(530. Mr. Chnrch was prominently

identified Avith the insurance business, and his death

i-emoves from sight one whose face and voice were

familiar in the prominent business circles of our city.

Xo one knew him but to esteem him highly, for he was

a man of uublemisht'd integrity, of good judgment, of

warm symjtathies, and always reliable in his friendships

and jiromises.

Mr. -Tosiali Greenough Peahody died on the morning

of February 25th, 181)8, in the UOth year of his age. He
was born in Portsmouth, X. II., and tame to Lowell in

1821. He had thus been a resident of Lowell nearly sev-

enty-four years, a period of time which runs back to a date

before Lowell was incorporated as a town. He assisted

in building one of the hrst mills erected by the Hamilton

Manufacturing Company; he built the bank building on

Shattuck Street, the Kirk Street and St. Joseph

("hurches, the Lunatic Asylum at Taunton, the Custom

House at (Jloucester, and also several mills on the cor-

p(uations in Lowell. He early became interested in the

Fire Department of Lowell, and in 1880, when the Vet-
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eraii Fin^iuen's Association Avas formed, he became its

first President, and, altlioniili unable to attend many of

the meetings of tliis organization, he was unanimously

re eleeted annually to the ofriee of President to the time

of his decease. He joined the Mechanic Phalanx in 1840,

served as Captain of the company from 1843 to 184(>, and

then resigned his commission and returned to the ranks.

He was a member of the Common Council in 1850 and

18G0, and a member of the Board of Aldermen in 1850.

lie was a member of the Legislature in 1837 and in 1855,

and a member of the ILxecutive Council in 1850. In

1 805-0(1 and in 1872 he was Mayor of this city; and in

1874 and 1875 Avas a member of the School Committee.

He at one time filled the office of President of the Lowell

Cemeteij Corporation, and at the time of his decease was
] 'resident of the Merrimack l^iver Savings Bank. In all

tile various positions of trust which he occui)ied he per-

formed his duties with peculiar vigor and per.-i-^tcm e, and

Avith unswerving devotion to his sense of duty. In life

he Avas respected, and in (h'ath he is remembered as a

zeah)us, upright, honest man.

:^rr. George Dennis Hills, another highly esteemed

citizen, died at his home in this city at the age of 01)

years and 8 months, on the 15th of April, 1898. Mr.

Hills, who cauK^ from sturdy New England stock, was

b(.rn at Sterling, Massachusetts, on the 30th of July, 1828.

He came to Lowell in 1850 and entered the employment

of Dr. James C. Ayer as chief bookkeeper, which position

he filled at the date of his decease. In testimony of the

ftd<dity of Mr. Hills in the daily seiwice in which he was

engaged I quote the following incident as related in the

newspaper obituary notice of this higlily respected

citizen: "About a month ago, wlien it was hoi»ed that

rest and ease would add many years to a valued life, Mr.
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Rose, the Manager of the J. C. Aver Co., caUed on Mr.

Hills, and told him that while his chair woidd be always
ready for him at his desk and a welcome always waiting

for him in the office, which would seem strange without

him, he was no more to feel tln^ obligation of work. The
company Avished him to enjoy a well-earned rest for his

I'emaining days and accept a continuation of his salary

for life as a token of appreciation of good and faithful

senice. It was hard to say which was the happier in

this proposition, the company in making it, or Mr. Hills

in accepting it." Mr. Hills was a great sufferer during

the latter poi-tion of his life on account of physical

infirmities, but he constantly evinced a cheerful disposi-

tion, based upon his strong religious spirit, maintaining

to the last unswerving faith in '^'Him who doeth all

things well."

Mr. Samuel Horn died at the age of 91 years and 3

months, on the morning of April 15th, 1898. Mr. Horn was
born in Southboro, Massachusetts, on December 31st, 180 Ti.

It was in the rugged, honest life of a country farm that

Mr. Horn learned the lessons of industry aiul persever-

ance in the performance of duty which laid the founilatii)n

of his i>rosperous career as a business man and as an

honored citizen. He came to Lowell in the December of

1828 and engaged in business as a manufacturer and

shi])])er of soap tallow and candles, and a dealer in hidi^s,

ill wliicli business he continued until his retirement from

daily active duties in 1886. He was a member of the

City Government in 1839, one of the founders of the

Wamesit National bank in 1853, also one of the founders

of the Merrimack Kiver Savings Bank in 1871, and con-

linued as a Director of the one and as a Trustee of the

otlu-r until the day of his death. Mr. Horn was a remark-

al)ly well-presen'ed man mentally and physically. He
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was veiy intelligent, qniet and uuobtrnsive in nianner,

and in bnsiness life liis word was always regarded as good

as his bond. We shall ]iot soon forget his handsome
face, nor that dignified manner and that genial, lovable

natnre which made him a sphmdid specimen of a gentle-

man of the old-fashioned school. The following extract

from a beautifnl tribnte ])aid to the memory of Mr. Horn
by the Rev. John M. Greene of this city may properly be

qnoted here: "We who are left shall miss his ever genial

and inspiring presence. lie was a conspicnous ]>erson-

age among ns—dignified in his l)earing, conrteous in his

manners, active in his habits, remarkably well pres. rved

for one of his age, Aval king at the age of 1)1 years onr

streets nnattended, punctnal at the places of bnsiness,

always kind and cordial, the best of company for young

or old. lie had a fund of anecdote and could both tell

and relish a good story. He never said aught against

any one, and no one in his presence felt like airing the

infirmities and faults of otliers. His presence lifte<l one

above all that is mean or low. I have had many jdeasant

hours with him, and all my recollections of him fill me
with joy and delight.- There was a sweetness about his

disposition which was remarkable; none of the morose-

ness and fault-finding which sometimes mar the spirit

of the aged. He took a cheerful, hopeful view of every-

tliing, and if he had sorrows he did not obtrude them

ui)on others. As I look on his face in the casket, the

Avoi'ds of John Milton come to me:

" A death-like sleep,

A gentle wafting to immortal life."

Mr. Jeremiah Clark, after an illness extending over

a period of two months, died on the 22nd of April, 1898,

at the age of upAvards 79 years. Two days previous

to his decease his wife, his Avedded companion for nearly
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sixty Years, had i)ass('(l away, hence the jjeciiliarly

pathetic incich^nt of tlie burial of this aged couple

togetlier, side by side, <>ii tlie same occasion and by the

same fnneral service. Mr. (Mark was born in Washing-

ton, Vermont, on the 11th of February, 1819. At the

age of 1() years he came to Lowidl, and for tiiirty-tive

years served as apprentice, journeyman, and contractor

in the Lowell Machine Shop, and in 18(57 he established

a business as a dealer in textile machinery, which at the

time of his death was said to be the largest industry of

its kind in the country. He was a member of the Lowell

City Government in 1852, a member of the House of Rep-

resentatives in 1860-()1, and a member of the Senate in

1873. Mr. Clark was pr(nniuently identitied witli the

ATorthen Street Methodist Ejtiscopal Church, of whick

society he was Trustee for thirty-eiglit years. TIk^ fol-

lowing is an extract from a tribute to the memory of Mr.

Chirk by his pastor, the Kev. E. T. Curnick: "If the

adage is true, 'If a man wants friends lie nitist show him-

self to be friendly," tlu'U our brothfn' must have been

friendly, for he liad hosts of friends. If he had an enemy

I am sure it Avas no fault of his. His friendship can be

m<\isured by the multiplied exi)ressions of sorrow we

have all heard because of his death. I have heard these

exiu-essions in Lowell, Boston, and almost everywhere,

and from all (dasses of persons. Friendship is the result

of esteem, ri^spect aud love; and thei-e was something in

I5rotlier Clark which drew out all these noble (lualities.

A\ith him ac(iuaintanceship was almost sure to blossom

into friendship, and this friendship, like a beautiful plant,

was wont to grow stronger and uu)re fruitful as the years

went by. In a thousand ways he proved his friendship

by iMittiug himself to trouble, inconvenience and loss for

the sake of his friends. AMum a favor was asked of him,

hoAV ready Avas he to grant it, if possible, and, if unable,
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with Avhat kind and tender Avords would lie express liis

regret !"

Mr. Frederick Fiye died on tlie 17th of May, 1898, at

tlie age of 73 years, and mouths. Mr. Frve was widely

known as a contractor, and as one of our most highly

respected citizens. lie was a member of the Common
Council in 18()2 and 18(»o, and was a member of the Board
of Aldermen in 18G8 and in 1877. He was thoroughly

upright, sincere and honest as a man, and because of

these (jualities as a citizen he was greatly respected.

Mr. Alfred 1). Barker died at the residence of his

son, Mr. George F. Barker, in Lawrence, Mass., March
23d, 1898, at the ag-e of 89 years. He was born in Acton,

Mass., Dec. 8th, 1808. He came to Lowell when a young
man and learned the carpenter's trade. Excepting

two years spent in C-alifornia, he was a resident of this

city for more than sixty years. At the time of his death

he was the oldest member of Mechanics Lodge, I. O. O.

F. He was an honest, upright and industrious man, and

held the respect of a large circle of friends.

Mr. Chauncey Laugdon Knapp, after a lingering ill-

ness, died on the 31st of May, 1898, at the age of 89 years.

Mr. Knapp was born in Berlin, A^ermont, February 2Gth,

1809. He came to Lowell in 1840 and followed hi« trade

of journeyman printer. He was for a time associated

with Mr. John P. Pillsbury in the publication of the Mid-

dlesex Standard, in the building where the Lowell

Morning Times was recently published. He was con-

nected with the Lowell Citizen until April 1st, 1882. He
was Clerk of the Massachusetts Senate in 1851. He
receiA-ed the nomination for Congress when Lowell was

in the old Eighth Congressional District in 184G-18-51 and

50, and was elected in the last two campaigns, defeating
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(Jen. Butler in 1S56, He was also a member of the

School Board for two years, Mr. Knapp was very highly

respected, and both in pxiblic and in private life exerted

his influence both by pen and speech for the promotion

of the welfare of our city, and especially for the pros-

perity of our local industries as connected with

economical questions Avhich iuA'olyed judicious and wise

tariff legislation.

vSuch is the obituary record of this Association for

the year which has uoav reached its close. Thirteen of

our associates have been laid at rest within the past

twelve mouths. The youngest age recorded is 69 years

and 8 months; the average age of these liVes is a little

over 83 years. Twelve of these men passed the Scriptural

limit of three score and ten. Six of them exceeded

four score, and two of them lived beyond the age of four

score and ten. It is a remarkable record, filled with

hallowed memories and fraught with peculiar signifi-

cance. The name of each of these men is a synonym of

honesty and integrity of character. We shall miss them

very much. But in moments of loving remembrance let

us listen for a voice speaking to us from above the

clouds, saying:

" Say not good niglit; but in some happier clime

Bid me. good morning."

Respectfully submitted,

SOLON W. STEVENS, President.
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ics Assoei((fiou . Ill/ Hon. Fi-cdcrick Loir

ton. Jteod Jan. .11, ISUO.

The act of llic ( Jreal and (General Court iii((»r[>oi-at-

iii.U' tlie Middlesex Mechanics Association received tlie

si<j,natnre of Gov. Levi Lincidn, June IStli, lS2r).* It

enacted that "Sanuiel Feckliarni and Micajali Kice, with

all those who have or who may associate (sic) witli them,

b(s and they are hei't'by incor])oi-ated and made a Ixxly

jKilitic and corporate by the name of the Miihlh'sex

Mechanics Association." The records of tho As>ociatiou

bet: in with what |)nr]iorts to be a copy of this act of incor-

]»oiation, which co]>y calls it the Middlesex Mechinie

Association. The ( Vmstitutiou, which in the records

immediately follows the copy of the act (d' incorporation,

sets forth in Article 1, Section 1: "The style of this

Association as specified in the act (d' incorporation,

passed June 18th, 1825, shall be the Middlesex Mechanic

Association and Library Company." The words ''Library

Company" appcnir afterwards as a [»art of the name of

the corporation only in the Constitution of 1834, ami the

addition of the words is undoubtedly an individual

va<j;ary, jterhaps of the first secretary. Mechanic (and

Afls of 1W5. Chap -JT.
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not Mecliauics) Association, liowever, it was certainly

meant to be called, for the petition for incor])oration so

called it, and it so coutinned to be called in the records

and everywhere else till abotit 1861, when the Association

began to call itself by the name by which it was acci-

dentally christened instead of by that which the anthors
of its being- intended it should bear.

The records of the meeting for organization, October
(!tli, 1,S25, and of the two next succeeding meetings,

January oth and February 13th, 1826, are dated at East
Chelmsford; tlu^ record of the meeting of March 2nd, 1826

(a goyernment nuM^ting), is headed Lowell, Mass., for the

act incorporating the town had receiyed the G(»yernor's

signature the day before. These meetings and subse-

quent meetings, until that of October 5th, 1826, were held

at Ira Frye's Inn, which stood where the American
House now stands.* Then for nearly a year they were
held at the Merrimack Hotel. From July 5th, 1827, and
apparently during 1828 and 1829, they met in "their

room next the reading room," as the records describe it.

This was in the brick building tirst known as the Merri-

mack (.'ompany's Building and afterwards as Masons'

Hall. It has long since lost its name but still stands at

the southwesterly corner of Merrimack and Worthen
Streets. December 13th, 1827, a committee was chosen

to ''(-(nifcr with Mr. l>(iott and Mr. Moody respecting the

joint use of the reading room and the room adjacent, by

tile subscribers to the reading room, the Mechanic Asso-

ciation, the two Masonic bodies, and the Mechanic

J*]ialaux" in coiu]»any with committees chosen by tiie

odier iKxlics. It a]>]»«'ars that satisfactory arrangements

were made, and that for the rest of their occuiuition tlie\

occu]»i('d tlio two i-ooius jointly Avith the three bodies

* Contrib. Old Res. A«s-ii. Vol. ill, Page -1-33.
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named. It would be difficult to suggest three iimre iiu ou-

gruous co-tenants than a reading room, a military armory

and a secret society lodge; but there is no indication in

the records that their relations to each other and to the

Association were otherwise than harmonious so long as

the latter remained tluM'e. A fcAv meetings in 1S3() wer,^

held in the Merrimack ('oini)any's scliooldK^use, which

stood, as will be nMuembered, on the site of the i)res;'nt

Or(M^n School-house.** At its second meeting lluM'e the

Association receiv(Ml Avhat came near being its death

blow, and from ()ct(d)er, IS^O, to October, 1S32, there is

no record of any meeling h<dd anywhere. It then foiiml

a harbor of refuge f(n' a few meetings at Warren Col-

biirn's office in the Merrimaidv Counting Room, and with

th<' revival of the Association, meetings were held in the

Scdectmen's room or tlie Town Hall until its ])erinam'nt

home \\as ready for occnjiancy. It is doubtless unueres-

sary to remind yon that the Selectmen's room and Town
Hall were both in what is now called the Old (Mty Hall

])nildiiig.

The original theory and purposes of the Ass x-iation

as conceive(l by its founders are shown by the }>etition

foi' iiicfnixuation, by its charter, and by the preamble

and certain ]»rovisions of its ("onstitution. The charter,

following the langnage (d" tlu^ ]ietition, provides that the

income of the Association "shall be ahvays employ(Ml and

expend(Ml for tin- i»uriiose of relieving tlu^ distresses of

unfortunate me(dianics a.iid their families, of ])romoting

inventions and improvcunents, by granting ]»remiunrs for

said inventions and im])rovements, and of establishing a

snitable library for the information and instruction of

mechanics in their resjicctive aits." The pr( amble to the

Ibid. Vol. III,Paf.e 406.



282 OLD RESIDENTS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

Cous'titution as it api»ears in tlie original record is as

follows:

It is universally admitted that the combined operation of the
Mechanic powers have been the source of those useful inventions And
scientific arts which have given to polished society its wealth And
conveniences respectability and defence and which have Meliorated
the Condition of its citizens, rational than is the inference that the
association of those who conduct these powers in their Operations will

prove highly beneficial in promoting mutual good offices and fellowship

in assisting the necessitous encouraging the ingenious and in reward-
ing Mdelity to effect these desirable Ends the present associates agree
to b9 governed as a society by the following by-laws.

The Constitution provided, therefore, that the Asso-

ciation shonld consist of mechanics onl}^, ''except that

such persons of distinction, patrons of the arts and
fi lends to mechanics as the Association shall from time

to time agree npon, may be admitted as honorary mem-
b(^]-s," "A Committee of Kelief shall be chosen annually,

Avhose duty it shall be to seek out and reliin'e such

indigent mcMubers of the- Association, or their families,

as may be proi)er objects of charity." Article 3, Section

1, says: ''Benevolence shall ever be a primary and con-

spicuous object of the Association; its funds are

considered as chiefly devoted to the relief of the dis-

tressed, and a liberal amount shall annually be voted to

tli<? Committee of Relief f(U' that purpose." Section 2 of

the sauie article ju'ovides that ''on the death of a niembtr

tlic Committee of Finance shall immediately order any
suiM net exceeding twenty d(»lhns to I)e presented to his

M idow, fauiily or legal i-epreseutatives." When there are

noil!' such, "uuniey suHicient to defray his funeral

exixMises shall be ai)propriated and his dues to the Asso-

ciation made void." Every member Avas entitled to a

di[>loiiia and also to a certificate of membership, the fcn'm

(d' which was pi-oxided by the Constitution, ami was in
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the form of a recomiiipildatioii of him "to the notice,

eiicouragemeut, protection and jDatronage of all persons in

ail countries where he may sojourn."

If a member was by a two-thirds vote adjudged

guilty of dishonorable or ungentlemanlike conduct, he

might be expelled, and (Article 10, Section 4) "it shall

ever be considered dishonorable and ungentlemanlike

conduct for any member of this association to employ an

apprentice of another member, Avitliout his consent or the

ccuisent of the government."

The Constitution i)rovides also ''an appropriate stand-

ard for the Association to be borne in general procession."

Article 3, Section 2, provides that "every year from the

year 1825 there shall be a public festival in October, on

whicli occasion an address shall be delivered by a mem-
ber of the Society, and the expense on such occasions

shall be defrayed by an assessment on all the members of

said Association."

The Constitution jtrovides that "as it is c(»mpatible

wirli the act of incoritoration and the good of society, the

Association may from time to time when the state of its

finances will (permit) grant such premiums for superior

workmanship in the respective arts it embraces as the

government shall deem most expedient," the Association

b"ing required to designate in advance the arts in which,

and the articles for Avhich the premiums for any one

year are to be given. No reference is made to the estab-

lisliment or maintenance of a library, except in the

charter and in the name given the Association by the

Constitution, nor of lectures, nor of general educational

work.

The provisions quoted, for the relief of the poor and

distressed brethren and for the burial of the dead, for

the annual festival, the travelling certificate and the

ba!iiier to be borne in procession, are each and all essential
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eliaracteristics of the niedit^val trade or craftsmeifs nuild.

It is not probable that there was aiiv actual historical

connectiou between the ancient ouilds and this Associa-

tion and the many like it then springing uj) in this

country and in England, only that, as they sprung up,

some from motives very similar to those that led to the

formation of the guilds and some from different motives,

tliey certainly took the form, and, like this of ours, dis-

<-losed in their Constitutions ])urposes similar to those of

tluir ancient predecessors. They were, in other words,

not a new creati(»n, but a true evolution, adapiing the

]>rinciples and ideas of the guilds, tlieu dying or dead, to

tlie changing condition of society and labor which canu^

at the end of the eighteenth and beginning of the nine-

teenth century.

The true parent of our Association is undoubtedly

tlie Massachusetts Charitable Meclianic .Vsso-iation,

iiuor])orated in 1806. The terius of the act in -oriiorating

tlie Middlesex Mechanics' Association are identical with

tltose of the earlier act, except that the Massachus;'tts

Association was not required to establish and maintain

a library, and was authorized lo assist young mechanics

with loans of money. The (piaint preamble of tlie Mid-

dlesex Association's Constitution was copieil veibatini

from that of the Massachusetts Association, an<l the ])ro-

visioiis of the respective Constitutions show but trilling

(litTcrcuccs.

As early as 1705 the mechanics of Ko-;ton luid formed

ail association called the Association of Mechanics of the

Coiiimoiiwealth, wilh Taiil Kevere as their first Prrsi-

(!<'iit, which was siibse(nieutly iucor})oratcd as the

]Nr;issachiisetts Charitable Mechanic Association. At the

time of the formation of the Association of Mechanics

the a]>]>reiit ice system was in vogue, and under ])ressure

of compelilioii np])r('iilices were fi-.'(pieiitly induced to
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leave their masters in violation of the terms of their

indentnres by promises of higher jiay or lighter services.

Tlie protection of the interests of masters in this respect

Avas the main object of the Association of 1795,* and
exi»hiins to ns the origin and motive of the carefnl defini-

tion in the Middlesex Mechanic Association's Constitn-

tion of nngentlemanlilce conduct which we have seen, a

])rovision whicli was taken word for word from the

Oor.stirntion of the older Association.

Tlie Association of Mechanics of the rommonwi^altli

Avas a true trade guild in motive as well as form, its func-

tions not recognized indeed by statute law, as were those

of the trade guilds of old England, but basi'd on custom

and tradition. These trade guild functions survived in

tlie incorporated Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic

.Kssociation of IStXJ, and no doubt by tlu^ incor]torators

W( re still looked on as the essential functions of that

C(iri»oration. They descended, as Ave haA'e seen, to the

<hild, the Middlesex Mechanic Association. The iwolu-

tion \\liich the latter underwent, the speedy discontinu-

ance of what, at its incei)tion, Avere looked on as its

])iincil>al functions and the deATdopment of otJKH' func-

tions which Avere ai)]»ar<Mitly, in the minds of its founders,

nrinoi* and incidental, tlu^ slower but sure change in its

niend)ership and management, its a<laptation of itself to

the rai»i<lly changing character of the population, to the

isassing aAvay of old customs and the development of

new Avants and tastes, in brief the metamorphosis of this

old trade guild into a library and lyceuni pure and simple,

might Avell arouse the interest not alone of a local

aniialist, but of the general student of XeAV England

history and society.

To AAdiose initiative our Association is due we have

* Memorial Hist. Boston, A'oi IV. Pa^'e HO.
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no evidence except the sif^'natures of the original petition

au<l tlie names of those who took part in tlie meeting for

organization. The two men named in the act head the

petition. Of those two, Micajah Rice does not appear to

have participated in the meeting for organization or ever

to liave been a member. His name is written in tlie list

of original members, bnt in lead pencil and by a later

hand, and liis occnpation is not given. Samuel Feck-

harm (Fechem in the records), a machinist, was the first

President, and at the second meeting his bill of |1G.25

(perhaps for his services or expenses in obtaining the act

of incorporation) was ordered to be ])ai<l, and he was
made the first life member. He and Charles Smith,

another machinist, were charged in the spring of 1826

with the duty of getting the diploma engraved; bnt

thereafter Feckharm's name never appears in the record,

and he was not re-elected to the presidency, Charles

Smith succeeding him. I can find no trace of him in

Lowell's early history except that he was one of the incor-

porators of the Merrimack Religious Society (St. Anne's

Church).

Judge William A. Richardson, in his brief history

of the Association given in the catalogue of 1861, says:

"It was probably the design of the founders of this insti-

tution to liave among its members the mechanics of

AValtham and other parts of the country, and to hohl the

meetings in different places, as all the i)etitioners for the

charter had lived and learned their trade elsewhere, and

had no especial attachment for this locality." It adds to

th(^ probability of this conjecture to find that of the

eighty-four signers of the petition, less than a third

appear to have taken part in the meeting for incorpora-

tion or ever to have been members. Their evident

intention to have a library (which must needs have s;tme

abiding place) alone tends to negative the conjecture.
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Of the twenty-live origiual members who took part

in the meeting for organization, one was a painter, one

a tailor, one a wheelwright, one a blacksmith, three were

carpenters, and the remainder describe themselves as

machinists. At a meeting held January 3il, 1S28, it was
voted that "overseers of the several rooms in mannfac-

tnring establishments are considered mechanics, and as

such may be admitted to this Association." Six mouths
later, however, the Association voted "that at the next

meeting the minds of the Association be taken to pass a

vote to reconsider the vote of January 3d, 1828, making
overseers of manufacturing rooms, mechanics, and also

choose a committee of seven to define the word mechanic

in its full extent and report to that meeting." Among
the committee w^ere Eev. Theodore Edson, Messrs. War-

ren Colburn,* George Brownell and J. S. C. Knowlton.

The committee gave an elaborate definition of the word

and expressed the opinion that, while it was unfortunate,

it was nevertheless true that it was contrary to the

existing Constitution to admit overseers on the ground

of their being overseers, unless they were also mechanics.

They recommended, however, that the Constitution be

changed so that they might be admitted, but no action

was taken on the matter for two years. We may well

believe that the subject was discussed during that

period, though nothing bearing on it appears on the

records except a vote on January 1st, 1829, by the Gov-

ernment to admit minors and persons not mechanics to

the privileges of the lectures and library. At a meeting

held Januaiy 7th, 1S3C, a committee which had been

chosen, in lieu of one discharged, whose duty it was "to

report on the expediency of altering the Constitution so

* Dr. Edson was an honorary member. Warren ColDurn was admitted as a machin-

ist, he having learned that trade before he entered Harvard College.
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as to make all respectable i)ersons eliiiible to meiuber-

sliip in this Association, M'liether meclianics or not," (tli(^

committee consisting of Messrs. CWburn, Beard, Russell,

and Lewis) reported that it was expedient. This doc-

trine, anticipating- by twenty years the final position of

the Association, was altogether too advanced for the

conservatism of that day. Evolution had not proceeded

so far, and it was voted not to accept the report by a

vote of twenty-thrcH nays to twelve yeas. There follow

at the same meeting three votes which are somewhat

difficult to understand. They are as follows: "10th,

nominated and chose the Government as a committee to

dispose of the library and other effects of the Associa-

tion; 11th, voted that the committee be instructed to

dispose of all the effects of the Association; 12th, voted

that after disposing of the above-named effects a special

meeting shall be called to see if the members will vote

to dissolve the Association." Whether it was that, as

has been known to happen in deliberative assemblies, a

triumphant majority supposed it had acconii)lished its

purpose of killing the measure, left the meeting and so

turned the previous minority into a majority which pro-

ceeded to do the only logical thing (in their minds)

remaining to be done, namely, wind up the Association;

or whether the majority Avere supporting a dog-in-the-

manger i)olicy, recognized that the Association could not

live with its membership i-estricted as it had been, but

still determined that that membership should not be

l)roadened, and consented that the Association should

die, it is impossible at this far awa}' day to tell. The

latter seems the more reasonable theory, but at all

events the instructions of the meeting contained in these

three votes were not caiTied out. A meeting was held

October 7th of the same year at which it was voted ^'that

Mr. ('(tlburn be appointed a committee and authorized to
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]nir(liase and import a rircle of rellection and a staml

for tlio same, and an arliticial horizon, witli tlic nndcv-

iHtaiidiiii;- tliat lio advance the money for the pni'X)ose, and

if at an after period tlie Association slmll refund the

money to him, th(n' shall have the right so to do and

take the instruments; otherwise the}' shall remain as

surety to Mr. Colbnrn." It was also voted to reconsider

the t^^ntli, eleventh and twelfth articles of the last meet-

ing. A metaphorical circle of retlection and new

horizon the Association certainly needed, for it appears

to have been thoroughly demoralized. No further meet-

ing of the Association or Government was held f(U' two

years, and when meetings were held from 1832 to 1834

(hey had no apparent purpose or eifect, except to keep

tli(^ organization alive. But one meeting was held in

1832, that of October, in the Merrimack Company's

scliooMiouse. A meeting of the Government and one of

the Association Avere held in January, 1833, at which it

was voted to settle with Thomas lUllings for services in

taking charge of the library, and that the librai-y and

jdiilosophical apparatus be collected and stored in the

:\r(^rrimack Counting Room, where these meetings were

lidd.

Without question this period was filled with consul-

tations, plans and efforts of Avhich the records show

nothing except the result. On Saturday evening, Feb-

ruary 8tli, 1834, the Association met in the Selectmen's

]-oom and resolved that "an attempt should be made to

raise the character of the Middlesex Mechanic Associa-

tion and put it into an active and useful institution.'' As

a result the Constitution of 1831 was formed, which si>

broadened the membership conditions as to admit not

only mechanics but manufacturers. A committee was

appointed to select a site for a building and to report
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plans, and the Association was fairly entered upon its

renewed lease of life.

Meanwhile let us see how far the character and pur-

poses of the Association as disclosed by the charter and
Constitution appear to have undergone modification. In

1828 appears the record of a vote of the Board of Gov-

errment that "it will not be expedient for the Association

as a body to unite in the celebration of the nationil

anniversary on the 4th of July next," and once or

t^^ice afterward the Association appears to have declined

invitations to participate. Once or twice they did turn

out in a body, but it is doubtful if "an appropriate stand-

ard to be borne in general i^rocession," as required by

the Constitution, was ever provided. The occasions for

its use appear to liave been very infrequent, and the

Constitution of 1834 makes no mention of it. The annual

festival appears to have been observed with the prop'n'

formalities at the first anniversary of the Association.

"Warren Colburn had been invited to become a member
of the Association and to deliver the annual address, and

both invitations he accepted. Henry J. Baxter, th-

mechanic of the shears and goose, was toastmaster for

the evening. Next year no obserA'ance of tlie annivi'r-

sary whatever appears to have been held, and the

following year, 1828, the Constitution was amended by

sti'iking out the requirement for a public festival and

leaving only the provision for an annual address by s:)m''

member of the Association. In that year the address

^^as delivered by Rev. Theodore Edson, who had be.^ji

elected an honorary member in 1827. But the annual

address itself appears to have been abandoned there-

after till 1852, when the Government, that being, as we
shall see, a year of great revival in the life of the Asso-

ci;»ti<)u, attempted to revive this early feature also, and
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Homer Bartlett, Esq., Treasurer of the Massachusetts

Cotton Mills, but at that time still a resident of Lowell

and a member of the Association, delivered an address

which the records describe as "elegant and erudite," "able

and interesting."

To what extent and for how many years benevolence

continued to be, what the original Constitution said it

should be, "a primary and conspicuous object of the Asso-

ciation," is not entirely clear. In the first years of its

life the funds at its disposal could not have been large

enough to make its benevolent work of very much conse-

<iuence, even if we could suppose that there were many
occasions for it in the young and lusty life of the thriving

little village. Down to 1S34 the admittance fee was

but three dollars and the annual assessment at first, one,

and then two dollars per year. The membership was

not large, and, as we have seen, the Association for four

or five years of its early life was in a state of complete

oi' partial collapse. The revised Constitution of 1831

withdraws the statement that "benevolence shall ever

be a primaiw and conspicuous object of the Association,"

and reduces the death benefit (to adopt the phraseology

of tlie modern fraternal-benevolent associations) from

tv.enty dollars to ten, and leaves it discretionary with

the Government Avhether it shall be paid at all or not.

A Committee of Relief, however, is still provided for, an<i

the annual appropriation of a sum of money for its

purposes is made mandatory upon the Association. This

committee, consisting at first of nine members, but soon

reduced to three, was elected with unfailing regularity

till 1858, although the Constitution of 1853 abolished the

committee and omits all reference to benevolence.

The records show only one appropriation for benevo-

lence such as the Constitution required the Association

to make annually. It is somewhat significant that that
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Ji]»]>i-()priatioii was made in the famous hard limes year

of 1837, but as we know that Lowell suifered compara-

tively little from that ])urely hnaneial crisis, its falling

in that year is perhaps a mere coincidence. It seems

entirely clear, however, that that purpose which the

jtetition for incorporation, the charter and the Constitu-

tion in more than one way declared to be a fundamental
function of the organization, if it can ever be considered

as living, very early became obsolete.*

The travelling certificate provided for by the first

Omstitution for the benefit of members themselves Avas

done away with within a few months after the organiza-

tion of the Association. In its place, however, there

^as jH'ovided the apprentice's certificate. UiJon appli-

cation the Association wotild issue to the person who
had faithfully served his time as an apprentice to any

member of the Association, a certificate setting forth

that fact, and that A. B., his late master, recommended
him. The same identical form of certificate was pro-

vided for by the Constitutions of 1834 and 1853. In the

record of Dec. Cth, 1827, it is ordered that one hundred

of these certificates be printed, but neither the records

nor tradition show how much demand there was for such

certificates. Indentured apprenticeship, however, was,

with the rapid growth and consolidation of manufac-

turing, fast becoming obsolete when the Association was

founded. The law of comptilsory apiirenticeship had been

abolished in England in 1811, and before that date

had been held not to aj^ply to corporations. To a

greater extent here than in the old country, individual

masters were being replaced by corporation employers,

and the notion that indentured apjjrenticeship and the

rules and customs growing out of it were btit rules and

customs tending to restrain the right of free contract was

*Sae Note 1.
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e^eii more prevalent here than there.* It is no nnwar-

rai'ted inference, therefore, that the apprentice's certifi-

cate was sehhnn asked for, and that the constitntional

I)rovision for it was allowed to stand in the Oonstitntion

cd' ISoJ: and re-enacted in that of 1853 more to perpetnate

the memory of an ancient custom than because it was a

living function of the Association. The Massachusetts

Charitable Mechanic Association was and is today an

association of master mechanics, each in business for

himself, or (to quote its modern Constitution) ''engaged

iu superintending or managing the mechanical <lepart-

m(nii of joint stock or manufacturing companies." The

Middlesex Mechanics' Association was founded upon the

same theory. Its ])rojectors doubtless did not realize

that the distinction between master and apprentice was
becoming each year of less and less significance, and was

S(>on to giye i)lace to (piite another distinction, the

modern distinction between employers and emx)loyed.

The master mechanics of the Association Ayere in the

main masters only of themselves, in fact, journeymen.

There were young men learning their trades, but few, if

any, indentured apprentices.

Thus mtich has been said of the personnel and ideas

of its founders because the adoption of the Constitution

in 1834 marks an epoch in the Association's history.

There was then such a change in its membership, and

liad been such a change in its purposes that, although

the Association as we knew it evolved by a perfectly

natural process from the original Association, we may

almost say that the Association of 1825 died and that

the modern Middlesex Mechanics' Association Avas in

reality founded iu 1831.

*The Association of Mecbanics of the Commonwealtli applied for incorporation, im-

mediately after their organization. The anti-monopolists in the Legislature of that

day opposed such incorporation, and opposed it successfully till 1806, on the ground that

the organization was formed solely for the purpose of keeping up the price of Mechanics'

labor and mechanical products.
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We have iioted the imsuccessful attemi^t to broadeii

its basis of membership iii 1830. We camiot doubt that

the successful attempt of 1834 was due to the gradual
dropping out of members of the original conservative

majority. Certain it is that after the votes of January
Ttli, 1830, directing the Government to haVe the library

and other effects sold and the Association dissolved, no

new members are recorded. In our search for the

individuals to whom and the influence to which this

rooiganization or refounding of the Association is due,

we turn again to the records. The committee who
drafted the revised Constitution which was adopted were
Messrs. Abner Ball, Caleb M. Marvel, William Davis and
Joel Lewis. The committee to select a suitable site for

a building and draw plans and submit estimates were
Messrs. George Brownell, Joel Lewis, Joshua Bailey,

Joshua Swan, Joseph M. Dodge and Oapt. James Russell.

Tlie committee to obtain new members were Messrs.

George Brownell, Benj. Walker, Joel Lewis, James A.

T]'(nTt, Samuel Fisher, Joshua Swan, Thomas Billings,

J(din Mixer, Elisha Ford, Eli Cooper, Cyrus T. K. Rollins,

Sylvanus Adams, Sam. B. Goddard, Col. Gushing,

^^'alter Wright, David Cook, Jas. A. Chamberlain,

Jos. M. Dodge, John L. Tripp, Royal Southwick. Most
ol" tiiese names are to us, even at the distance of two

generations, still something more than names. Warren
Colburn, by whose fostering care the Association was
made to keep at least its legal life, and in whose oftiee

its effects were now stored, had died in September, 1833.

Joel Lewis, the suiweyor of the Locks and Canals Com-
pany, whose brief but useful life has been epitomizefl

in a memorial* read to this Association by his fellow

teacher, Joshua Merrill, was elected Treasurer at the

annual meeting, October 4th, 1834, but died a month

Contrib. Old Res. Ass'a. Vol. 1, Page 62.
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later. The Association in a body attended liis funeral,

KoY. 13tli following'. To these two men especially, and

to tlie others whose names have been given, the Associa-

tion owed its renewed life. It owed it to them directly.

Indirectly it owed it to that extraordinary body of men
to whom Lowell itself owed its material existence, and
Avliose jtarental care for the moral and intellectual condi-

tion of the people whom they called here, aroused the

admiration of their contemporaries and will be remem-

bei-ed so long- as Lowell lasts.

Tlie new Constitution was adopted, as has been said,

in February, 1834. In April, a meeting was held in the

Selectmen's room, Avhicli elected a new board of ollieers,

and, having adjourned to the Town Hall, admitted two

hundred and twenty new members. At this latter

meeting it was also ""voted that the Government he a

committee to receive a deed of a lot of land between,

the Merrimack House and Joel Stone's, Jr., stor(% on the

terms offered by the Agent of the Proprietors of the

Locks and Canals." In May, ninety more new members

were admitted. The building committee were directed

to begin the building at once, and a subscription paper

was started to raise funds for it. The committee to

solicit snbscriptions succeeded in raising about |7000.

There being recpiired to build it, as was estimated, about

118,000 to 120,000, according to the style of finish, aud

it being apparent that jtrivate subscription had done all

that it conld do, the various corporations then in (exist-

ence, namely, the Merrimack, Hamilton, Appletou,

Lowell, Middlesex, Suffolk, Lawrence and Tremont,

assessed themselves one-fourth vf one per cent, on their

respective cai)ital stocks, an<l contributed the sum of

•f11,075. It was supposed that this sum would give the

Association its building free of debt and a considerable

sum over for the library and pliilosopliical apparatus.
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The biiildiiig was no sooner completed and dedicateil,

however, than it was found necessary to borrow if^i'oOO

nu.re, and that debt rednced to |2000 was carried till 1839,

Aviien the Boott Cotton Mills gave the Association |2500,

thus extinguishing- the debt and allowing the expendi-

ture of 1500 for books. The gift of the first-named

corporations and the previous gift of the lot of land on

wliicli the buihling was erected, were made on condition,

substantially, that on dissolution of the Association or

its ceasing to perform its functions, the gifts or their

money value should revert to the donors. After exi)ress'

ing their appreciation of what they rightly termed the

''munificent liberality" of the Proprietors of the Lucks

and Canals, the subscription committee in their rei:>ort

to the Association on January 3d, 1835, add: ''The

committee in conclusion cannot refrain from expressing

tlieir obligations to Kirk Boott, Esq., for his ready

assistance and careful co-operation. To his advice au<l

l)owerful influence they are largely indebted for the

success which has attended their efforts." That gre.it

man was one of the two hundred and twenty adiuitted in

A])ril, 1831, and was the Chairman of the Building Com-
mit lee. The building was dedicated Saturday evening,

Se])tember 20th, 1835, with an address by Dr. Elish-i

Bartlett, soon to become the first Mayor of LoAvell.

The change from the Association of 1825 to the Asso-

cirtion of 1831 Avas, as has been intimated, not a revolu-

tion, but an eA'olution. As Ave have seen the speedy or

gradual cessation of functions deemed essential by the

tirst (\)nstitutiou, so we expect to find a gradual (hnel-

oi)inent of functions a]»i)arently deemed secondary by it

or not mentioiKMl in it at all; in general, its educational

functions. And, first, of the library.

The first nu^ntion of the library is in the record of

ihe meeting of .January 1th, 1827, when th(^ following
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vote was passtMl: ''That there be a library eslablishcil

for ihe use of tlie Association, aiul to accept of Mc.

JSicith's proposals i"(^s]»ectinn' liis boolcs, and that thi'

Secretary be authorized to ])resent a subscription ]>a])er

to the members of the Association to procure^ moneys or

booKS for tlie said library by loan or ^ift as they may seo

tit." Thomas liilliuiis was made Chairman of a comm it-

Ice to draft rules and rejiiilations for the library, and was
also made librarian. Thomas Billings had been elected

a member at the last ]»reYious meeting. Ivem<Mnber-

iiig that we are for tln^ moment in the period when only

mechanics were allowed to be members of the Associa-

tion, it is of interest to note that his "mechanic ])oweis''

were devoted to book-binding, and that his store or work-

sli(>]» stood near the corner of Oentral and Market Slrict^,

about wheiu^ IJaynes's jeweh-y store now is.* As w.'

ha\"e before noticc^l, tlu^ act of incori)oratii>n ]termitte 1 a

library and the original Constitution entitles the Assn-

<-iatiou a, Library ('om])any. Nevertheless, it seems

])r(d.able that the actual initiation of the libr.irv two

years after the incor])ora1 ion \\as due rather to the i);'r-

sonal intiuence of killings and ('(dburn than to the

founders of the Association. The riiles aiul i-egulat ions

for the library w<u-e <liily submitted and accepted, and

a committee to jmrchase bonks was chosen, consisting

of \\'arren Colburn, Thomas Billings and Bruce Shei)pard.

In a few months Thomas lUllings was authorize<l to

l>rocure a, bookcase for the library. Still a little later,

:N[r. Smith's boidcs, if we V(\u\ the records aright, having

been originally lent, were now ])urchased, and Mv.

J?i;iings is directed to "examine and in(]uire the price of

a cycdopedia that is in (nudmsford Library,t oi- another

*Contrib. Old Res. Ass'n. Vol. Ill, Page 423.

t Allen's mstory of of Chelmsford (1820) (p 60) says, -the Social Library contains 32

volumes. Among which is Doctor Rees' Cyclopaedia, the most valuable and expensive

work ever printed in this country."
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places, and report at the next meeting," and subse-

quently he Avas authorized to offer |25 for a set of the

Edinburgh Encyclopedia. In the spring of 1828 it was
Toted to alter, as we have before noticed, the second sec-

tion of the third article of the Constitution so far as to

aruul the practice of having a supper at the annual

meeting, and ai)propriate the sum of money that the fes-

tival would cost to the i)urchase of books for thr;

enlargement of the library, or to defray the exx)ense of

lectures and give each member a ticket. Possibly the

latter object secured the preference, for we note shortly

after a direction to the lecture committee to see that

each member of the Association have a ticket to the

lectures, and the appointment of a committee to make

such additions to the library as the funds of the Associa-

tion will admit. One of the few acts of the Government

of the Association during the four years of suspemled

animation just preceding the new Constitution was to

direct that the libraiy be moved to Mr. Warren Colburn's

counting room, and that Mr. Thomas Billings be i)aid

six dollars a 3'ear for taking charge of the library. With

the enlargement of the Association, the adoption of the

n<'W Constitution in 18:U, and the completion of the

buikling, begin the regular appropriations for the

libraiy, in amount varying from |100 to |1000 a year,

and the employment of a regular librarian and the elec-

tion eveiy year of a. committee on the library and rca.i-

ing room. The library received a donation of |1000

from AbboU Lawrence^, one or two small bequests and

many gifts of money and very numerous gifts of btxdvS

from friends both at home and abroad. The salary <'f

the librarian in the new building was at first |400, but

this was soon judged to be too much, and it was reduced

to $250. In aihlition to his salary, however, he was for

many yc^ars given the ]n-ivilege (f sleeping in the room
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coi taiiiiiifi' tli(^ pbilosopliical ai^paratus, '•^provided he

ocfni)ied a sofa-bed." The salary was uradnallv raised

till at its hi<j;hest it was |T50. The Association j)rided

itself oil the character of its books and endeavored to

make the library a usefnl one to its members. There is

no reason to question the claim made for it in a report

(t.> be allnded to later) of a committee submitted in 1848,

that it was one of the best in the country.

The reading- room Ayas established in 1837, a legis-

lative ameiidment* to the charter having been obtained

to permit it. It was for many years mainly sto<dvcd with

newspapers. The day of scientific ]ieriodicals had not

yet arrived. The ponderous English reviews belonged

to a literary rather than to a mechanics' association,

but newspapers from Portlancl to N(nv Orleans served to

keep the members in touch with the current life of the

whole country. It is interesting to note in ]>assing tliat

as late as April 5tli, 1801, the (lOVCMiiment a]»])roved a

bill of $5 for one year's subscription to the ('harh'stoii

Mercury.

With the library and reading room, two other edu-

cational features were establisluMl and fostered, the

c«dlection of ]diilosophical a]>]»a]-at us, and the mainte-

nance of scieiititic lectures. The .Vss iciatinn of 1831

api^arently thought it liad no right to ex]»end its money

for lectures, for it ])rociii'(^d the insertion in the charter

an.cndment of 1837, just iioticcMl, of a ]»rovision author-

izing it to expend the income also in '"euiidtying persons

to instruct the members by lectures oi- olherwise in the

various arts and sciences." Both lectures and ajiparatus,

however, ante-dated the reorganization <d' 1831. In the

winter of 1827-28 Warren Oolburn delivered l)y re([uest

of the Association a course of scientific lectures, to wliii h

pd-soiis might be a<luiitted for a siugh' evening by

*Acts of 1837. Chap. 64.
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]»aviii^ one sliilliiijj; at the door, and iiu'inbors of tlie

Association who hold tickets for the hM-tiire "shall have

the privilege of taking in a friend not belonging to this

town." Mr. Colbnrn made no charge for his lectnres, bnt

the Association expressed its appreciation of his service.s

hy making him a member for life and giving him a vote

of thanks. The original plan was to have lectnres

throughout the year once in two weeks. Various votes

to that effect were passed, and for a time certainly, after

Mr. Oolburn's course was conclude<l, such lectures were

had. But in the spring of 1S2J) it was voted to discon-

tinue them, and none were given thereafter till the new
building was occupie<l.

That the maintenance of a pliysical lalmratorv or

collection of instruments illustrating the laws (if ])liysi('s

and astronomy had been early recognized as a ]»i<)]»i-r

function of the Association is shown by the vote already

noticed, (huibtless ])assed at liis suggestion, directing

Islv. Colburn to im]»ort a circle of retlection and an artili-

cial iKU'izon, and by the fact that in the interri'gnum

between 1880 and 1834: the philosophical a]»])ai-atus, .is

il was called, was ccdlected and stored in the Mcrriiiui'-k

Counting Koom. Tu the new building a rooui was
allotted to tlu^ apparatus, and from thai time till 1S70,

liie fre(pien1 allusions to it in the way of a])]»r;>priatious

for it and additions t(> it, and tlie choice annually \'>v

many years of a committee on ai)])arat us, sho\\' that it

\\;'iS looke<l on as an essential feature of the educational

vc.rk of the .Vssociation. The cliange ami gl(>^^th in

educatiomil uictiiods, 1iow('\(m*, ha\"e made such collec-

lioMs (d" liltlo xaluc outside of schools and colleges; no

j'.dditions to it were made appai'ently after 18()l). In IS,")!)

Ihe Natural llist(»ry Society, winch had been organiz'Ml

ill ]S:{(;,* but had now for some time ceased ti) hohl

Uhadanioin assi^,'ned lu il in ihf Assc ciatidii liiiildin^' w'.iii-h vva^s known as the
National History I'cxjiu.
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meetings, gave to the Associatioii its coUectiou of

minerals, and Mr. Oliver M. Whipple added to it a large

portion of his collection of Indian and other relics. In

1872 the Whipple Cabinet (as these collections were

called) and the philosophical apparatus were given in

charge of the Committee on ir^cience and Edncation, and

that committee was given anthority to exchange dnpli-

cates. I'ortions of both collections were, at one time

and another, lent to the High School, of which it is to

be feared not all were returned. At the dissidntiou (>f

the Association a considerable portion of the Whipple

Cabinet was found in its allotted place, but the jdiilo-

soi>hical apparatus had entirely disappeared.

The scieiititic lectures were resumed in 1835 wirh a

ccnirse given by Prof. Farrar of Harvard College.

Another course was given in 1S3G. In July, 1S3T (tlu^

year the charter was amended so as to allow a reading

room and scientific lectures, and the year, too, of the

great tinancial depression), ap])ears the significant vor<'

"That in the i)resent state of the funds of the Associa-

tion it is inexpedient to procure a c(Mirse of lectures the

coming winter." In 1838 a motion that .f250 be ai)pro-

l»riat(Hl for lectures was not carried. Other attempts

were made, but not until the winter of 1845-10 were the

lectures resumed, when a course of twelve lectures was

given, six by Dr. C. F. Jackson, which may be assumed

to have been scientific lectures, and six by l\ev. Henry

(Ulcs, which W(n-e announced to Ix^ on miscellaneous

subjects. Mr. (iilcs may have been a clergyman with

scientific tastes, but it is ditticult to avoid the conclusion

that here was the beginning of the gradual evolution

which changed the scientific lecture course into tiie

m(;dern lyceuni. At all events, the change may be con-

si<lered as fairly uiub^r way the f(dlowing year, when the

course consisted of twelve lectures, tlie first twi^ by
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Fletcher AAVbster, Esq., on Ohina, tlie next oue by Dr.

C. F. Jackson, on the natnral histoiy and chemical

}»roi>erti('s of water, the next two by Prof. Wyniau of

Cambridi^'e (snbjects not given), and the remaining seven

by Ralph AA'aldo Emerson, Escj., (it is pleasant to repro-

dnce the carefnl conrtesy of tlie Recording Secretary of

tliat day) on Rei)resentative Men. Tickets for the course

W(re one dolhir. In Jnne, 1847, tlie Government vot'^d

an appropriation of |500 for lectures, and directed the

Committee on Public Instniction to re])ort at the next

quarterly meeting of the Association, but the committee

failed so to re]>ort, and it does not appear that any

lectures were giren. In 1848 the consideration of the

subject of a course of lectures for the coming winter

was indefinitely postponed. From that time on the

subject of a. course is not referred to in the records till

1854. In April of that year it was voted to give a cours?

of popular scientific lectures the coming winter, and it

apjiears that Dr. Solger of Boston gave four such lec-

tures in March and April of 1855. In 1S5G the Govern-

ment was directed to nominate a lecture committee

("providing Huntington Hall* can be secured") and that

committee to ])rovide a course of lectures. From that

time on for over twenty years the Association gave an

annual course of lectures, the courses containing after a

'v^hile a diminishing jiroportion of scientific lectures, but

always maintaining a very high standard, as lyceum

courses. That they ever ceased was due to no fault (d'

the Association, but to the fact that the lyceum itself,

at first weakened by the partial substitution of con-

certs** and "entertainments," so called, for lectures,

ultimately died a natural (h'ath. In 1872 the lecture

C('mmittee was instrncted to omit the scientific lectures

*P''inishecl in 1855.

•See Note 2.
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from the jjoi^ular course, and it was voted that the |oOO

received from the corporations should be devoted to a

.special course under management of the Committee ou

Science and Education.

The lyceuni course has been spoken of as a develop-

ment from the scientific courses, but it must not be

supposed that from the time of Warren Colburn's lectures

to 1S56 the city was without a h'ceum and patiently

waiting the movements of the Middlesex Mechanics'

Association. There were many organizations, of greater

or less permanency, maintaining lecture courses. Huch

were the Lowell Lyceum, the Literary Adelphi, the Lowell

lubititute, the Washington Athenaeum. It is to be

remembered, too, that down to 1851 the membership was

lin ited to mechanics and manufacturers, and consisten^-y,

to say nothing of the charter amendment of 1>37,

required that its educational work shouhl be limited to

that which was of special value to them. And though,

as we have seen, the general literaiy element began to

creep into the lectures before 1851, it is very probable

that the broadening of the membership, the taking in of

the traders and professional men, who had hitherto con-

stituted the membership of the lyceum associations, the

change of the Association after 1851 from a mechanics'

and mill people's association to a general citizens' asso-

ciation, Avas largely the cause as well as the occasion of

its becoming the chief, if not the onh', lyceum organiza-

tion in the city.

The Association gave four mechanics' exhibitions,

in 1851, 1857, 1867 and 1887. It does not appear that

thi Association ever carried out the provision of tiie

original Constitution, repeated in tlmt of 1831, author-

izing them to offer premiums for individual workmanship.

The Constitution of 1851 omits the provision and substi-

tutes for it an authority to give exhibitions, and the
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AsscK-iatioii at once i)rocee(l(Ml to act upon it. The exhi-

bition of tliat year was oiven in a temporai\v building

erected for the j)nrpo!se in tlie Lowell Machine Shop yard,

a two-story bnihling of ronjuli timber, the machinery and

heavy i)rodncts being shown on the first floor, the lighter

artic les, with a picture gallery, filling the upper story.

Altlnnigh it resulted in only a. slight money gain to the

Association, it was one of the most successful that had

ever been held in this country up to that time. It was
famous for an exhibition and trial of the speed and

drawing strength of locomotives.*

The exhibition of 1857 was held in Huntington,

Jackson, Mechanics' and Merrimack** Halls. It came
in a year of great financial and manufacturing depres-

sion, in which Lowell suffered with the rest of the

country, and the wisdom of holding it was much ques-

tioned; but when we consider that in face of the hard

times the exhibition netted about |G00, it must

be pronounced an unqualified success. The exhi-

bition of 18G7 was held in Huntington, Jackson and

Mechanics' Halls, with the machinery exhibition in a

temporary building, called Machinery Hall, which stood

on Shattuck Street adjoining Huntington Hall, on the

lot of land now occupied by Boutwell Bros.' store. It

was by far the most successful of the four, having netted

the Association about |2800. The fourth and last, that

01 1887, which was limited in its scope to an exhibition

of ]x)well products, was held in the then just completed

Talbot P>uilding on Middle Street, with an art exhibition

in Meclianics' Hall. Whatever may be said of it as an

exhibition, it was not a financial success, and must be

rec(u-ded as having extinguished entirely the fund accu-

mulated by the three previous exhibitions.

*See Note :!.

**No\v Music Hull.
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Tlie Constitution of 1834 made the admission fee

$25 and attempted to give to the membership certiticate

some of the clianu'teristics of a share in a joint stock

co]n]»any. Tlie system was such, however, as to carry

all the disadvantages and none of the advantages of a

coi'}>oration of shareholders. The share could bo trans-

fei-red, but only to some person who should be duly

elected a member, and the coii)oration itself could elect

oidy a. UKM-hanic or a manufacturer. Tlie Association

un\vis«dy bound itself to redeem at four-fifths of its value

tlu> share of any one Avho severed his membership.

Theoretically, the number of shares was not limited, but

so long as the system was retained, the number i)f

sharehohh'rs did not increase above the number at the

dedication of the new building (about three hundred), but

on the contrary steadily diminished till 1851, when the

membership was about one hundred and eighty. The

l»rice of the shares was then reduced to |12.50,* thus

making each existing shareholder the owner of two

shares. While this gave each member an additional

incentive to add to the membership, the system was

proved to be unsatisfactory, and six years later the admit-

tance fee was reduced to |6, existing members were

given a year to dispose of their extra membei*ship

certihcate, and the shares then cease<l to be redeem-

able or transferable, and in fact were no longer shares.

We have already noticed that as early as 1830 tlie

pro])osition was favorably reported, but voted down, to

make all res]»ectable persons eligible for membership.

In 1845 a similar ])roposition was favorably rej)orted, but

failed to receive the three-fourths vote necessaiT for its

*This was done Ai^ril 3, 1851 at the same meeting at whiuh the constitution was altcreil

so as to admit all citizens to membership.
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acloptioD.* lu 1848 the same proposition was referred

to a committee consisting of B. F. French, Samuel AV.

Brown, and Alexander AVright. That committee sub-

mitted an exceedingh' forcible and clearly written report

opi osing the change. The report in full is spread upon

the records. Substantially, the giound of the committee's

opposition was that the Association held its property,

its building, library, apparatus and pictures, in trust,

that trust being defined by the charter (as amended by

act of 1837) and Constitution (of 1831), which affirmed

that the institution was for the use and benefit cf

m( chauics and manufacturers. To the suggestion tkat

ih ' Association rrright not benefit mechanics and manu-

facturers any less if it benefited the general community

ri'Oie, they reply: "When nrerr errgagecl in different occu-

1)11 1 ions and actuated by different tastes and habits are

ii.vited to become rrrembers and pay their money, they

will acquire an equal clairrr upon the Association to have

their peculiar views arrd interests consulted with the

original members, and there is no reason to suppose that

tlu^y will fail to enforce their rights. Under such cir

ciimstarrces it will be diftrcult for the Association to

I'cfuse their demands, even should they insist, for wa.it

of a better method to procure books, that a portion of

tliose already on hand (being devoted to mechairics as

they principally are) should be sold or exchanged and

others of a more popular and miscellaneous character or

better adapted to their wants arrd tastes, be substituted

for Ihein. Other alterations luay be needed to adapt the

Association to its new destination, anel by the tirrre these

ai-e all made the Middlesex Mechanic Associatiorr, which

*The proposition was to admit all persons lo membership, retaining, however, a proviso

that a majority of the trovernment should always consist of mechanics and manufact-
urers. "It requirintr three-quarters to adopt said amendments, on a vote to adopt the

c( unt was, in the affirmative 4'2. in the ncfjative -0. so the amendments were rejected."'

(Records of July 3, 1845).
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is one of the brightest ornaments of Lowell, and shonld

be a snbject of pride to eveiy operative, will lose those

distinctive featnres which to his eyes impart its peculiar

charm." The committee fear also that "when the doors

are opened wide enough to admit gentlemen of all orcu-

pations and professions, it Avould not be strange if the

operative mechanic, instead of finding himself sur-

rounded by his familiar associates, should be left in a

minority and feel overshadowed by the presence of these

with whom for Avant of congeniality of pursuits he finds

it difficult to sympathize." While the report objeets

that the change would be a breach of trust, and calls

attention to the fact that the donors to the Associa-

tion were not asking or suggesting that the change

should be made, it is not apparent or probable that as

a matter of fact the Proprietors of the Locks and Canals

A\'ere exerting or wishing to exert any influence on the

Association's policy. The strongest argument indee<l

was not this moral one, but the two practical ones; and

while no books of value to mechanics were ever sold to

enable tlie Association to broaden the literary character

of the library, the library did, when the inevitable change

came, a few years later, undoubtedly become less

specialized, and the operative mechanics not only

quickly came to be in a minority, but many of them long

felt that fact with keen regret. Nevertheless, the change

came in 1851, and without apparent opposition. The

report of 1848 was at that time accepted, and the matter

might well have been thought utterly dead. By what

majority the report of 1851 was accepte<l, or if indeed

there was any opposition to it, the records do not say.

In 1851, the records of regular and special meetings are

liberally sprinkled with votes in regard to the coming

Mechanics' Exhibition, one of them being a vote "that

the obligation signed bv fortv-oue of the citizens of
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LdAvell, ^uaranteeiiiii;- the Association from loss to the

aiiioiiiit of 12000 iu case they slioiild liold a fair the

ensuing autnnin, be accepted." Possibh^ the fact that

tliese guarantors were not all members of the Association

suggested that the Association's manifest dependence on

other citizens than operative mechanics and manufac-

turers in their very important uiKh^rtaking, was a valid

reason why citizens generally should be eligible to mi m-

bei-ship. At all events, at the meeting of April 3d, 1851,

at wliich the foregoing vote was passed, appears also th(?

report of a committee consisting of Dr. S. L. Dana, Julian

Abbott* and Walter Wright, and in compliance with

their report the bydaws were altered by striking out the

Avords '^mechanic and manufacturer" and inserting in

place thereof the word "person," and b\' striking out

entirely Section 2 of Article 1, to wit: ^'This Association

shall consist of mechanics and manufacturers."

The alteration of the Constitution in 1S51 so as to

admit all citizens to full mcmbcrsliiii; the gradual reduc-

tion in the admission fee and abolition of shares; the

giving in 1851 of a most successful exhibition, and the

inauguration in 185G of the modern annual lyceum

course, marked the beginning of the third, and by far

the most i»rosperous and generally useful, period iu the

life of the Association. For thirty years it ministered

to the intellectual life of the whole city. It experienced

in tliat i»erio(l no essential change. The membership by

1800 was u])\vards of eight hundred, and there were then

"eighty femal(>s entitled to the privileges (»f the library.'^

The lecture courses were increasingly popular, and the

Ci\11 War, while for two seasons it diminished their

profitableness, did not in the end diminish their popu-

laritv. The library contained in 1860 about ten thou-

*See Note 4.
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sand Yohiiiies, and maintained a steady growth till the

dav its doors were tinally closed, when it numbered

twenty-five thousand volumes. Financially, too, the

Association seems to have been continually prosperous.

The first three exhibitions, as has been said, were

exceedingly successful, and that of 1867 left the Asso-

ciation with a total fund to its credit of about |35C0,

which was dedicated as a fund to be used for the erection

of a permanent building in which to hold exhibitions.

It was called the Exhibition Fund. The lecture courses

also were, in their prime, a source of i)rofit, and that

profit was used immediately for the gdod of the

Association.

At length, however, infiuences began to operate for

Avhicli the Association Avas in no wise res])onsible, but

Avhich were to affect it most seriously. The ("ivil AVar

was the cause, or, at all events, the war period and the

period following it Avere the occasion of a great social

upheaA'al, affecting in many waA's, as we all know, the

popular tastes and habits. The day of the Mechanics'

Exhibition, draAving its patronage from a provincial city

and surrounding tOAvns, departed Avhen the Ontennial

Exhibition opened in Philadelphia in 1870. As for the

lyceum, it may be the multiplication of theatres, the

groAvth of comic o])era and the A^ariety show, the increase

and cheapening of books and magazines, the alleged

deterioration in the intellectual character of our people;

it may be all of these causes, or neither of them, that

killed it, but certainly the lyceum of thirty or forty years

ago is dead. The free public library has in the last

twenty-five years nuide enormous j^rogress and improve-

ment. Locally, the only thing that enabled the

^lechanics' Library to compete at all Avith our well-

managed and increasingly useful City Library has been

the fact that the former Avas always able to alloAV its
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I)atrons free access to the shelves; and that privileoe was
only possible from the very fact that its ])atrons were
comparatively few and not incrcasiini" in numbers. The
impossibility of making anything except a loss from
exhibitions or lectnre courses made the Association, in

s])ite of itself, a "library company" ])ure and simple. In

its attempt to snpport itself as such the Association

failed.

In 1870 the growth of the librarv and the general

condition of the building had rendered it necessary to

make extensive alterations and repairs. The library

room and reading room were both enlarged, the hall was
renovated and a steam heating apparatus Avas put in.

To pay for these alterations and rei>airs a considerable

amount was borrowed. By 1880 the Association had lost

its two best tenants, Josiah Gates & Sons and 0. B.

Coburn & Co., and never replaced them. Shortly after,

ilie sj)ace hitherto occupied by the stores was converted

into ante-rooms and a supp<^r room, except that one

rentable store was left, and a new entrance from Button

Htreet Avas made. The money to make these alterations

also was boi-rowed. The debt contracted by the re]>aiis

of 1870 ha<l not been extinguished and the repairs of

1882 added to it, and hereafter the ominous vote, author-

izing i]\e Ti-easurer to borrow or to renew notes, regu-

larly appears. On February 20th, 1884, the Directors

of the Pro])rietors of the l^ocks and Canals on Merrimack

Kiver voted that that corporation would "pay one-half

the existing debt of the Association, it being understood

that said debt does not exceed |5G00, provided the other

half be raised by the Association by private subscrip-

tion." March (ith, 1888, the debt-raising committee

reported as the result of their efforts the sum of |1239.58,

less than half the recpiired amount, and it was voted
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that (he jiiiKMiiit raised he apidicd toward tlic cxt iii.nuish-

riHMit (d" tlic riiiidcd debt of the Association.

This at tempt and failnre to ext in.ii'nisli the <lel)t of

the .Association inaik the heiiinnin<; (d" the end. Tiie

feA\' i-enia i in nii years of its life it is neither interestinuj

nor ))r(ditahh' to ti-ace. It is suflicient to say tliat tlie

debt steadily increased and that on XoNcinbiT 5tli, ISDG,

th<> Association, on ]ietition of two of its nns'.'cnred

creditors, was adjudii('<l ins(d\'ent, and insid,' ei<;liti'en

months its ])i'o])erty A\as dis]»osed of and its debts ])ai<l

in fnll. A few of the bool<s of tlie library ^\('re sold to

the J^'irst Trinitarian ( '(•nui-e^at ional ('liiirih to serve as

the nncleiis of a Sunday School Library, and thi,^

remainder wcic s(dd tlirouiih a l)oolc auctioneer in

Boston. 'I'lie six lariic ]»ortraits* weic sold to the (Mty

of Lowell and now adorn and dii;nil'y the walls of the

City Hall and of Memoi'ial I>nildinji. The tine portrait

of James ]>. b'l-ancis, whicli had liunii" in the hall for

many y<'ars, was the propei-ty (d" the i'roi»riet<MS of llie

Lo(d<s and Canals, and was i;i\'<'n by theui to the city at

tlie same time. The building was sold to the First Trini-

tarian Coiimreiiat.i<»nal Church, and \\\U\ it the IVsS'

iMiuainini;' ai-ticles (d' personal pro]H'rly, iiKdudini; the

A\'hi])]»le Cabinet and the piu'trait'^ <d' Webster, <d" Dr.

I'artlet t and (d' Dr. II mil inj^toii.

The dissolution (d' the .Association was a source of

]>rofouiid sorrow to the community, even t(» many who
never were members. Yet with many, i>erhaps with

most (f our ]>eo])le, their interest in and attachment to

the Association was based on sentimcnlal rather than

pi-actical .ij,i'ounds. The ycvy fact that it was allowed to

die shows this. It is easy to say that if at this or that

peiiod of its history tliis or that tiling- had been done or

left undone, the institution niiiiht liaxc sur\i\('d, but it

*See Note .5.
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seems to me that a candid consideration of tlie condition

of tlie Association and, more especially, of the <ieueral

social conditions of the community, mnst satisfy ns that

it had outlived its usefulness. We must regret indeed

most keenly the undijinitied manner of its taking" off,

but it mnst be admitted that it had ceased to perform

any function clearly necessary or even greatly useful for

the well being of the community. As has been pointed

out, it lia<l come to be simply a private library company,

and when we consider on the one hand the tremendous

im])rovenient that has taken place in free public libraries,

in our own city not less than elsewhere, and the tendency,

even in cities larger and wealthier tlian ours, to combine

libraries, and on the other hand that our people are

wholly a practical, working people to whom a large

private library is at most only a luxury, it must be

admitted that its demise was only a matter of time. We
are led also to the same conviction if we consider the

career of a few of its contemporaries.

Of four institutions which may be mentioned as

similar to and substantially contemporary in their origin

with tlie Middlesex Mechanics' Assochition, three still

survive: the parent, the Massachusetts Oiiaritable

Mechanic Association (1<S06), the Salem Charitable

Mechanic Association (1820), and the Worcester County

Mechanics' Association (1S42). Neither of these three

ever experienced the second evolution which ours ex])eri-

enced in 18r)l. They are still limited in membership to

mechani<-s and manufacturers. In each case, to), the

charitable feature is still retained. In the Boston insti-

tu(i(»n nearly |2()0,0()0 has been spent since its foundation

in aid to the destitute, mainly widows of deceased mem-

bers, and in death benetits; but in the Salem and

W^orcester institutions the work is limited to }uiying a

small i\\v(] Sinn at the death of a membm*. In each cas3
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tlie library is small. In Boston twenty years a^o it num-

bered only two thousand volnmes and was stored in a

room to which member's had access when they Avished it.

A sort of annex known as the Mechanics' Apprentices'

Association had a somewhat larger library, but it has

ceased to be of signiiicance. Tlie Worcester library

minil)ers thirteen thousand volnmes, and the ^>alem ab :>iit

fifty-five hnndred. The Salem associaticm has not had

lectures for many years. The Worcester association has

a few lectures ami entertainments and supports an

evening drawing class. It owns a large and beautiful

hall Avith a smaller hall adjoining, and has a fiind<Nl debt

of about .f;>(l,(IO(). It has about twelve hundred niian-

bers. The Salem association has about a hunlred.

Its Secretary says of the latter: "\Miile not dc(dining,

a tinu' must soon come when it will de(dinc, ]nincii»ally

on account of our public library.'' All thicc of them,

like ours, in their day gave mechanics' exhibitions, but

the function alone survives in the Massa(diusetts asso-

ciation. The Bost(»n association formerly maintained

courses of lecturt^-; and evening (hisses for instruction in

branches uscdul to mechanics, but in r(\gard to them and

the libraries a recent historian of the assix-iation says:

^*An entire change has taken ]dace. ... In the evo-

lution of the cust(uus of the tinn s, they have each and all

entir(dy ceased. . . . From the smallest beginnings

our exhibitions have grown to be of the largest itrop( r-

tions. Had it not l)een for these we could not liave

accumulated our ]>resent property, for our incmne in no

single year in the fcniu of admission fees and dues has

been sufticient to ])ay our charities."*

Another similar association, the Rumford Institute

<»f >Valtham, was founded in 1826. From its early years

Tretacc to Is;!.! eduion of l)v-l;i,\vs of Muss. Charitable Mech. Ass'n.
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it received tlie material assistance of the Boston Manu-

factiirin*;' Conijumy, Avhose influential members W( re the

men avIio foiiiKled Lowell, and in 1834 put the Middlesex

Mechanics' Association on its feet. They gave the Insti-

tute rooms iu the Ilumford Building, gave it the begin-

nings of its library; and the Institute itself, beginning

with scientific lectures for the benefit of the members,

developed into a lyceum. On the founding of tln^

AValtham I*ublic Library in 1S(>5, the Institute gave its

library to the ])ublic library, abandoned its lyceuni as it

ceased to be wanted, and, having no functions r^^maining

to perforui, soon after di<Ml a natural diath.

Had our Association been richly endoAved it would
of course haVe survived as a corporation, and doubtless

haA"e found some Avork to do in the community, but the

work Avhi(di it was intende<l to do in 1825, in 1834, in

1800, no longer needed to be done, or AA^as better done

by other ag<Micies. Of its Avork as an educator of

mechanics and mill operatives, Mr. S. N. D. North, in his

address at the opening of the Lowell Textih^ School,*

said: '^The builders of Lowell had certain high ideas

about the Avelfare of the people Avhom they gatlipred

together here—ideas Avhich do CA'en greater credit to tlieir

character than the mills they built. . . . They exer-

cised over them a sort of p;iternal guardianship long

since oufgroAvn. The public school system has so dcA'el-

oped and extended that it su])plies all the educational

facilities rcMjuired. ... In its day and in its Avay the

old Mechaincs' Association Avas of inestimable bi'uefit

to the mill-workers, just as Avere the similar institutions

AA'hich existed iu Enghunl, and Avliich are ])assing aAvay

by the oi>eration of like causes. Nothing so Avell illus-

trates the fact fliat Ave are living in an age of great and

*Jan. ;!Olh, 18i'T. The address is in the Bulletin of N. A. AVool Manfrs. for March l!-or.
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r;i]>i(] (•liaii<j;es, tliiui tli«' slipping, out of our imlustrial life

of that wliicli it is Decessaiy to replace by something

better. That soiuetliing- better is technical industrial

education." Of tlie educational work it did for the

wliole comniunily as a lyceiim, Miss Wliittier, in lier

address at the openiiijj,- of llie new a[)artinents of the

Middlesex Women's Club,* said: "The dissolution of the

time-honored Middlesex Mt'chanics' Association and the

passinu' of Mechanics' Hall arc events notably coincident

with the rise of the Middlesex Women's Club and the

erection of this auditorium. But these events may not

be classed as cause and elfect ; they are rather the rs'sults

of forces which have been lonjj:; in operation and which

have ludped to brini;' in a new era—the NN'oman's Era,

shall we call it?—in which woman has cau^iht up the

torch of culture, and by organization and ])ractical work

is fitting herself for leadershi]> in the army of progress.

It marks this new era, the fact that ]>ublic lectureis and

lyceum bureaus now hxdc to women's clubs as tlu ir

richest field; that philanthropists, s(»(i(dogists and edu-

cators now a])]»( al to the woman's club as one of the

strongest intluenccs in the coiiimiinity.'"

This article, howcA-ei-, is not conceined with the

future social or educational dc\e]opnHUit of our city, and

these (juotations are made nn rely to emidmsiz<' what has

been said in explanation of the decline of the Association.

So, too, of the rise and incicase of trade and labor

unions, of social clnl)S and secret societies, of fraternal-

benevolent organizations and organized charities—there

is need only to mention them in connexion with what has

already been said, to shoAV that our venerable Association

Avas based on an entirely different social condition from

that which now exists.

*Oei. :?. 1898.
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Of the three siiiiihir institutions wliich still snrvive

we have noted that they never admitted any but

meehanies and niannfactnrers, and thcr*^ is to be added

that they never received the extensive aid from outside

sources That the Lowell and Waltham associations

received, and also the welhknown fact that in each city

the proportion of independent mechanics and manu-

facturers to those under the employ of oreat corporations

is larger tlian in LoAvell or Waltham. Any or all of

these circumstances may account for their survivini;

longer than the Lowell association, or may not; but we
may be veiy sure that if the committee of 1848, whose

adverse report has been commented on and (pioted from,

were here today, they would hear with but little putienee

an attemi>t to explain the Association's decline by gen-

eral causes; they would without doubt lo(dv on its

<lecline and fall, while others still survive, as proof positive

of the wisdom of their views and the correctness of their

]>r(tpheci<^s as to what would hap])en if the change^ they

<lreadcd was made.

This sketch has concerned itself mainly with thi^

.Association as an institution. Of the many men who, in

its infancy, in its youth, and in its prime, gav(^ to it their

])ersonal intluence, their interest and their earnest,

aggressive work, little or nothing has been said. 1 have

s])ok<'n of the institution as evolving,as molded by circum-

stances, as adai)ting itself to its surroundings, of its func-

tions as developing or becoming obsolete or being

modilied. To s]>eak ad(M]uately of the members whos.^

])ersonality made it what it was, of their relation to it and

to the community, would be to writi^ a book. Ilec.ill the

names of those whom you know as ha\ing lived Ik^'c for

any considerabh^ ]>ei'iod during the last seventy years and

as having l)een men of intluence in the community; there

are few of them Avho were not at snme time a -five, inter-
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ested iiieiiibei-s of the Middlesex Mechanics' Association.

Its records are a cenotapli of the men who ni<)l<le(l and
made Lowell.

NOTE < )NE

In the record of the meetinii' of January Tth, 1830,

the dark day in tlu^ Association's history, tiiere appears

a statement submitted by the (loyernment of "moneys

l)aid out of the funds of the Association." It is fair to

assume from its form and the circumstances under which

it was submitted, that it was intended as a summary
statement of expenditures and of the receipts of the

Association durino- the first live years of its existence.

Th(^ statement is as follows:

For Library and Bookcase f 176. .37

Apparatus 70.

Plate and Seal 162.50

Diplomas 22.38

Tables, Chairs, Benches, Lamps, etc 16.57

Secretary's services 31.

Repairing schoolhouse. 14.

Lighting, Lecture room, etc 16.82

Printing 31.75

Stationery 32.95

Total of Expenditures .S574.34

Remaining in Treasury .•3!64.00

•' " Collector's hands. 11.50

75.50

Total Amount of receipts .^649.84

In October, 1S:J0, it was "V(>te<l to sus])end assess-

ments to next meetiu}^," and at the "'next meetinjj;',"

which was not. held till October, 1832, a similar vote was
l)assed, and on January 20th, 1S33, it was voted to appoint

a ('(unmittee to c(dlect funds to defray the expenses of

the Association. In the statement ji'iven, therefore, it is

<nident that we have an account of the total receipts and
expenditures of tlie corporatiou f(U- tlu^ first nine years
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of its life, and that no part of it was spent for charity.

It does not follow, however, that no money was so dis-

bursed by the Association. It may have been raised by

private snbscription, as was the case in the early years

of the Massachnsetts Charitable Mechanic Association.

In 1851 Mrs. , widow of one of the early members
wlio was prominent in the reorganization of 1831, "having

been mentioned as a snitable snbject for relief, it Avas

voted to refer the matter to the Government," though at

the same meeting at which the Vote was passed the nsual

Committee on Relief had just been elected. The Gov-

ernment records do not show any action taken on the

matter, and I do not find elsewhere in the records other

votes of this nature. If any have been overlooked it is

certain that they were not common.

XOTE TWO
The introduction of concerts into the Middlesex

Mechanics' Association courses in the season of lSGl-65

met with considerable opposition from members of the

Association, but the action of the lecture committee was

formally endorsed at the annual meeting in 1865. They

were continued and the committee thereafter was always

called the Committee on Lectures and Concerts. It

must be admitted that if their introduction was a mark

of deterioration in the intellectual character of the

courses, at all events it met a then popular demand and

was a good move financially. The net receipts for the

eight years succeeding the change more than doubled

those for the eight preceding years. From 1850 to 1^64

inclusive they anu)unte(l to |2718.90; from 1865 to 1872

inclusi\-e, to |G0G5.:):>. During the first two years of

the Civil AVar the i)rotits Avere exceedingly small, for the

winter of 1861-62 being |57.35, for 1862-63 being |76.9S.

The averaiie annual lecture income from 1864-6.") to
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1871-72 was |870.G7. The season of lS(;9-70 was tlie

most successful ever experieuced, but that of 1870-71

marks the begiuuino- of a rapid decline, and at a special

meeting held April 20th, 1878, the Association formally

abandoned the Ijceum by striking out from the list of

standing committees required by the by-laws the

Committee on Lectures and Concerts. The scientific

lectures were still left in cliarge of the Committee on

Science and Education, but were not long continued.

One or two attempts were made in the dying years of

the Association to revive the lyceum, but, tliough the

courses given were excellent, the financial results only

old-time lyceum could no longer attract its old-time

served to emphasize the statement already made that the

audience.

TsOTE THREE
The building stood in the northerly corner of the

Machine Sho]) yard and was approached by a bridge

Avliich in those days and till about thirty years ago

crossed the Merrimack Canal from the foot of Mechanics'

Street, now J»road\vay. The speed trial of locomotives

took ])lace on the Boston and Lowell Railroad, the

course being from the fifteenth to the twenty-fourth mile

post, counting from Boston, and the constant load out-

side the locomotive and tender, consisting of cars,

freight and twenty-one passengers, was eighty-five tons.

The trial of freight engines was made on the branch

track running from the Boston and Lowell road to the

Boston and Maine at Wilmington, a distance of ninety-

one hundred feet. The load consisted of one hundred and

fourteen loaded cars estimated to weigh, cars included,

six hundred and fifty tons. ''Each engine first backed

this train down to the starting point, which was at the

top (bottom?) of an inclined plane of fourteen feet to the
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mile; and from this jx^iiit they started at a given signal,

making their best time to the i)oint at the other extremity

of th<' branch." (KeiH>rt of jn<lges.) Seven passenger

eugin(^s eom}>eted in the speed trial and three fi eight

engines in the dranght trial. The olticial reports of the

exhibitions of 1851, 1857 and 18G7 are to be found, bound
in one volume, in the Oity Library.

>vOTE FOUR
Mr. Abbott was a graduate of Hai-A'ard College (1S26)

and Divinity School (1830), preached a few times, and

soon became and continued all his life to be a lawyer.

He was admitted a r(\gular member of the Association

in Apnl, 1845, a few months before the ])roposition of

that year to broaden the membershii) faile<l to receive

the necessary three-fourths vote. He had never be(ui a

mechanic or manufacturer, and was clearly ineligible to

membc^rship, but no objection to him a]>pears to have

been raised either in the (lovernment or the Association.

(Jther persons, clerks, bank cashiers and the like, who

were admitted before 1851, were apparently ineligible to

membershi}), but it is ini]»ossib1e to say that they had not

at some time learaed a trade, and so have been eligible

on the i)rincii)le, once a mechanic always a mechanic.

It seems i)robable, however, that the Constitution had

been to a, consi(leral)le extent ignored or modified in fact,

before it was legally modified. In 1841 a committee had

reported in favor of an amendnuuit to the < •onstitution

vhicli wouhl admit not only nu^chanics and manufac-

turers, but ''persons emi)loyed by them in relation to their

said business," the object being to admit the corporation

(lerks, ])aymastei'S, etc. The rejiort was accepted, but

no action as to a(lo])ting or rejecting the amendment

was ever taken, so far as the records show. But in this

class also there are cases of admissions which apparently
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iiidicate cither that the Associatinii coiisulered the

aiiieiulmeiit ])ra(ti(ally a<lo]tted when th(^ report was
acce])te(l, or did not care whether it was adopted or not.

It is to be renieinbered that, while it took a three-fourths

vote to alter the ( 'onstitntion, it recinired only a recom-

mendation of the (Jovernment and a two-thirds vote in

tlu^ Association to elect any individual a member. Of

course the minority had their rights when meuibers were

admitted in dehance of the Constitution, ami could have

stop])ed it if they had chosen to "140 !( law" about it.

]>ut if they had ever thoujiht of it they wouhl have con-

sidered that '\iiame hardly worth the candle." There was
never any tlai^rant attempt to ''pack" the Association,

only that now and tiien a man Avas admitte<l in spite of

the ( 'onstitution; and always durini;- the period from
1S40 to 1851 then' was an evident jirowth of the sentiment

in favor of that clianjLi'e against which the committee of

1S18 made such a maji;niticent and successful liiiht, but

which came, nevertheless, in 1851 as easily, api)arently^

as thou<ili there had never been any opposition.

Tn 1857 an amendment providing that the rresident

shall be a, mechanic or manufacturer and a majority of

tii(^ (Jovernment shall be mechanics or manufacturers,

was vote<l down by a vott^ of three yeas to thirty-ei_nht

nays. Tln^ latt(n- part of the jn'oviso (a majority of the

(lovernment shall always be persons engaged in or con-

necte<l with UKM'hanical or manufacturing business) was,

howtn-er, incorporated int<K a new draft of the ('imstitu-

tion made in 1858, and remained tin re until the end.

NOTE FIVE

Kirk Boott's influence in putting the Association on

its feet in 1834 was undoubtedly even greater than the

records show. In appreciation of its obligation to him
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a subscriptiou Avas started among members of the Asso-

eiatioii, on the completion of tlie building, to pay for a

])orti'ait of liim, for which, by vote of the Association,

January 3d, 1835, he was asked to sit. Subscrii)tions

Avere limited to five dollars each, and more than enough

to j)ay for it was subscribed. The portrait was received

in 1838 after Mr. Boott's death. Of the (.tlier five large

];ortraits some are recorded as having been procured by

subscription, and others (that of Washington among the

latter) simply as having been presented to the Associa-

tion, with no intimation as to who presented them. In

one case the gentleman was asked to sit for his portrait

"provided it be furnished without expense to the Asso-

<iatiou." The cautious proviso seems unnecessary, for it

does not appear that any of them entailed any original

expense on the Association, and in a general way it is

not difficult to conjecture who gave them. The portraits

Lawrence in 1846, of Appleton in 1817, of Lowell in 1848.

The excellent portrait of Webster, by our own artist,

Thomas B. Lawson, was presented by Dr. John C. Dal ton

(Hi the occasion of his removing from Lowell in 1859.



71 *. Annual Heixn't for lSOS-0, hij the President

affile Association, Solon II' Stevens.

In accordance with au established custom it becomes

iiecessaiy to present an annual report of the transactions

of this Society duiing the past year.

Two very Aaluable and interesting papers have been

j)i'esented, one V>y Charles Cowley, Esquire, on the life and

services of llov. Eobert Court, D. D., read on the evening

of June 21st, 181)8, and one by the Hon. Frederick Law-

ton, on the growth and decline of the Middlesex

Mechanics' Association, read on the evening of January

31st, 1809. Both of these papers will appear in perma-

nent form in the future publications of the Society, and

will bo regarded as exceedingly valuable contributions

to the historical and biographical sketches which we
now possc^ss.

Three nev; members have been added to the list of

membership.

The following donations have been received by the

Association and their acceptance duly acknowledged:

Annual Report, of tlie Secretary to the Board of

Regents of the University of California f(»r 1897 and

1898. 2 Vols.
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Kcport ol tlie Coiiiiiiissioiiei- of Education, l,s9C-7.

A'ols. 1 and 2.

ratalo.L;iH' of Yale I'niversity, 1^98-9.

Dedhani llistorieal Keoister. \o\. 9, Xos. l^ and 4.

Dedhain llistorieal llegister. A'ol. 10, Nos. 1 and 2.

Pnblieations of the Kliode Island llistorieal Society.

Vol. (I, Nos. 2, 3, 4.

Publications of the Khode Island Historical Society.

Vol. 7, No. 1.

Cataloi^iie of Kare and Scarce American Early Laws

and Charters <»f the Colonies.

Fonrteenth Kepoi-t of the United States Civil Ser-

vice Coniniission, lS9r»-7.

Procer'dii^os and Collections of the Nebraska State

Historical Society. Second series. Y<d. 2.

Inebriety, Its Sonrce, Prevention and Cure, by C. F.

i'almer.

Forty-fifih Annual Ke]iort of the Directors of the

American Con!.;r<'|Liational Association, 1S9S.

In Memoriam of Pev. Kobert Court, I). I>. (/ompli-

ments of C. O. Parnes.

Thirteenth Annual Pe])ort of the Maine (renealo<iical

Society for 1S9(>.

The Massachusetts Pay (^urrency, l(;9()-17r)(l, by

Andrew McFarland Davis.

The Pradford History of Commonwealth of Massa-

chusetts. Compliments of Representative E. T. Pow^ell.

One Hundred and Twentieth Anniversary of the Pro-

ceedino-s of Hie Wyominji' (\uumemorative Association,

1898.

Lynn Historical Association, Annual Report for 1897.

Report (-f the Fourth Annual Meetini;- of Lake

Slohawk Cot ference on International Arbitration, 1898.

^Military Paix-rs of Daniel D. Tompkins, Governor of

New York, 1807-1817, published by the State.
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The Essex Antiqnanan. Vol. 1, No. 10, October,
181)7.

Annual KN'i>orr, J.oiio- Island Society, 1807-«'<.

Utility of University Education, by Hon. James A.
Magnire, of the University of California.

Arthur Henry Hallani, by William p:wart Gladstone,
by YoTith's Companion.

The liistoiical Eorces which gave rise to Puritanism,
by Williaju 1^. Kingsley.

The First Church in New Haven, KI.SS-ISSS, by Rev.

Ke^Yman v^myth.

Founder's Day, 1638-1888, of New Haven, Conn.

Centennial of New Haven, Conn., 1784-1884.

Historical Discourse of the One Hundred and
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Organization of the United

Church of New Haven, Conn., May 8th, 1802, by Rev. Theo.

T. Munger, D. D.

Papers of the New Haven Ctdon}' Historical Society.

^\»]s. 2, 3, 4 and 5.

City of Lowell, Public Doctiments, 1807-8.

Annual Report of Buffalo Historical Society, 1808.

Proceedings of the New England Historical Genea-

logical Society at Annual Meeting, January, 1800.

New Tracks in an Old Trail, by George Sheldon.

Annual Rei>ort of the Smithsonian Instittitiou for

180G and 1807.

Report of the Meeting of the Chicago Historical

Society, held Januaiy 17th, 1800.

A Sketch of the Life of William Adams Richardson,

by Frank \^'arren Hacket.t of Washington (a gift by the

Estate of William Adams Richardson).

The Old Settler's Annual. Vols. 1, 2 and 3.

State Library of New York, Bulletin, History, No. 1,

April, 1808.
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state Library of Xew York, Bulletin, Legislation,

No. 10, January, 1899.

State Library of New York, Bulletin, Public

Libraries, No. 21, April, 1898.

State Libraiy of New York, Bulletin, Summer
Schools, No. 25, July, 1898.

There liaye been thirteen deaths in our Society since

our last annual meeting.

(1) Mr. Phineas Whiting died at the age of 78 on

the evening of August 28th, 1898. He was an old resi-

dent of Lowell, having been prominent in bank circles

for many years. In 1859 he was elected Director in the

Old Lowell Bank, in which capacity he served faithfully

until January, 1898. lie served in the Common Council

and in the State Legislature, and had it not been for

his increasing infirmity of deafness his influence would

have been more activel}^ exerted in financial and business

circles, for he was a man of rare judgment and ability.

He is sadly missed, not only as a citizen of marked integ-

i*ity, but also as a warm-hearted, genial, jovial gentleman.

(2) Mr. Asahel Davis died at the age of 80 years on

October 13th, 1898, at his home on Church Street. Mr.

Davis was born in Princeton in this State and had lived

in Lowell more than forty years. He was a machinist

by trade and an inventor of much skill and ingenuity.

He never cai-cd for public honors, and never sought for

social ]>referment. He was highly respected and was

always regarded as a man of integrity and reliability.

(3) Mr. AMllard A. Jirown died (m December 19th,

1898, at his home on Fainnount Street at tne age of TO

years. He was born in Dedham in this State in 1828,

and came io Lowell when five years of age with his

father, wlio soon afterward established himseif in the
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leather business. Mr. Brown was educated in the public

schools of Lowell. After leaving school he became

engaged with his father in business and succeeded to

that business at the time of his father's death, and con-

tinued in this occupation during life. He was a member
of the Common Council in 18G9 and 1870, and in 1871

and 1872 he was a member of the State Legislature. Mr.

Brown was greatly respected for his integrity and

honorable dealing in business relations and as a citizen.

He was naturally consenative, quiet, not given to dis-

play, faithful, and always reliable. He leaves the record

of an affectionate husband and father, and of an upright

and conscientious man.

(4) Mr. Franklin Martin died at his home on Lib'^n'ty

Street on the 2r)tli of December, 1808, at the age of 76

years and 4 months. It is stated by those who knew
him that Mr. Martin was a. man of genuine W(u*th and

character. We are unable to report any particular

details of his biography, since no record was published

at the time of his death. It is, however, stated that he

v.-as at the time of his decease the oldest Odd F(dl(>w in

Lowell and a mcmlK'r of Mechanics' Lodge.

(5) Mr. George Emery died at the age of 7.'> at the

home of his son in Holyoke, Mass., on the 18th of

February, 1890. He was born in Leominster in this

State and came lo Lowell more than forty years ago. At
the time of his death he was the oldest hackman in

Lowell, having seen about forty years' service in this line

of business. He is remembered as a man of kindly dis-

jjosition, courteous and i)rompt in his transactions with

his fellowmcii.

(Ct) Mr. Henry Hammond Barnes died in this city

at the uiie of 88 vears, on the 8d of March, 1800. Mr.
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Btirnes was boru in llillsboroujili, N(nv IhiiiipsJiii*(% uuil

cauie to LoAvell in 1829. He was for a louj;- time eni>a<»e(l

in business with tlie late Mr. Daniel II. Dean under the

lirni name and style of Dean & Barnes. In 1S49, when
Canal Block was built, the firm leased one of its stores,

where Mr. Barnes remained duriui;' liis caivcr in activ<'

business. He was a member of the High Street Church,

and at the time of his death was one of its deacons. He
was a dignitied, courtly gentleman, loved and respected

by all, and especially by children. He was identified

with the growth and prosperity of Lowell, and he will

long be remembered a« a citizen of sterling worth and

Cliristian character.

(7) Mr. Cyrus King Bussell, at the age of 83 years

and r> months, died at his home on Merrimack Street on

the 9th of March, 1899. Mr. Russell was born in New
I].s\vich, New Hampshire, in 1815, and came to Lowell

in 1829. He was a descendant of a Norman French

fiimily, founded in lOlG. The English rei)resentative of

tliis family Avas John Earl of Bedford, and to him

AVniiam Russell, the first American ancestor who came

from England and settled in Cambridge, Mass., in 1(>40,

traced his ancestiw. At the age of 14 Mr. Russell began

tu work in a grocery storo at the corner of llurd and

Central Streets, and shortly aftei'Avanls started to learn

tlH^ machinist's trade in the Lowell Machine Shop. On

tlio occasion of the visit (tf (Jeneral Jackson to Lowell in

1832, Mr. Russell, boing a member of a military company,

was assisting in firing the salute in honor of the distin-

guished visitor, wlum the ])remature discharge of the

gun caus(Ml the disnstcM* which nearly cost him his lif(\

and by which he suffered the loss of his left ann. After

his recovery he resumed his scluxd studies with the

intention of fitting for college, and became a student
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suocessive-ly at tlie academy in Now Hampton, New
Hampshire, and at the academy at Wobnrn, Mass. He
afterwards taiijilit school in Tewksbnry, Mass., in Sonth

Dennis, Mass., and in the Hopkinton Academy, Hopkin-

ton, Ne\y Ham})shire. In 1851 he en«i;aj;ed in bnsiness

\vith liis brother nnder the firm name of S. tS. linssell

& Co. In 1855 he pnrchased his brother's interest in the

bnsiness, and in 1874 joined with him in partnersiiip the

late Mr. George S. (Mieney. This union liavinj^- been

dissolyed in 187!), his son became a i)artner, and the firm

took the name of (\ K. Rnssell & Son. In 1884 he closed

out his interest in actiye bnsiness and retired to j)riyate

lite. Mr. Rnssell was a Re])nblican in jxditics, and

seryed two terms in the State Lej^islatnre. He was a

man of nnnsiial ability and force of character. Ui>ri^ht,

ionscientions, kind and (d)li<2,inji,', his adyice was often

sought, while his judjiinent was always deemed reliable.

H<^ will be oreatly misse*! as one of onr most hiiihly

res}HH'ted citizens.

(8) Mr. Newell A. Ranlett died at his homo on

Third Street May 18th, 1800. Mr. Ranlett was 80 years

old at the time of his decease. He was born in (lil-

manton, New Hampsliir«% and came to Lowell about

sixty years ai;<». lie was widely known as an auctioneer

and a liyery stable k(H^per. His death was y«^ry sudden,

and at a time when he seemed to be in us\ial good health.

He had many friends, especially among the older people,

who will sincerely mourn his loss.

(0) Ool. James Francis died at his honn^ on Man-

sur Street on I)ecenib<M' 1st, 1808, at the age of .IS years.

He was born in Lowtdl on the 30th of March, 1840. He
was <'ducatcd in the ]»ublic schools of this city, and after

an attendance foi- a l)rief jx-rioil on ])rivat<' iivstruction
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lie entered the Lowell MaeliiDe Shop as an apprentice.

He remained there nntil the breaking out of the Civil

War, when he enlisted at the first call to arms, April

20th, 1<SG], and assisted in recrniting for the service

Company A, Second Massachusetts Regiment. He
served throughout the war. He served under Gen.

Patterson in the Shenandoah Valley, with Gen. Banks
in his retreat, with the Army of the Potomac in the

winter of lS<)2-3, and participated in the battles of Cedar

Mountain, Chancellorsville, Antietam, and Gettysburg.

He also rendered efficient seiwice in the West and along

the line of the Chattanooga Railroad. He was under

Gen. Sherman in his famous march to the sea an<l

through the Caroliuas, and parti(ii)ated in all tln^ battles

of that historic campaign. He was wounded at the

battle of Antietam. His various commissions are dated

as follows: Second Lieutenant, May 25th, 18G1; First

Lieutenant, November, 1861; Captain, August 10th, 18H2;

JIajor, July 4th, 1863; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel, March
13th, 1865, for gallant service in Georgia and the Caro-

lina«, and was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel July

24th, 1865. He received an honorable discharge from

th,^ ami}- in August, 1865, and in the following Sei)tem-

ber received an appointment as one of the engineers in

cl'.arge of the construction of the Hoosac Tunnel, in

which service he continued until 1866, Avhen he returned

to LoAvell and entered the service of the Locks and
Canals Company, as Assistant Engineer, in April, 1S67.

In this service he was appointed Agent and Engim^'r,

January 1st, 1885, wiiicli position he held until 181)3,

wlien these two offices having been separated, he was
I»]-om<)ted to th(^ position of General Agent, in which
office he continued doing faithful and efficient service

until the time of his death. He was a member of the

American Society of Civil Engineers, American Society
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of Mecliauical Enj^ineers, Boston Society of Civil Engi-

neers, Institution of Great Britain, Loyal Legion, Massa-

elnisetts Military Historical Society, Victoria Institute,

Philosopliical S(»ciety of Oreat Britain, and the First

Unitarian Society. He served as a member of the Board

of Aldermen in 1S84-188."), and was a Director in the

l/owell <}as Light Company and in the Railroad National

Bank, and was also a Trustee of the Mechanics' Savings

Bank.

In addition to all this he was an upright, honest,

able, genial, lovable man, respected by every one and

endeared to a host of friends.

(10) Mr. David AA'hittaker died at Ilillsboro Bridge,

New llami)shire, February 11th, 1899, at the age of TO

years. Had lie lived but eight days more he would have

been 71 years of age. He was bora in Deering, New
Hampshire, received his educaticm in the schools of that

place, and very early in life entered the cotton mills of

Lowell as an o])erative, and finally worked his way up

to the position of overseer. In 18(50 he engaged in the

furniture business with Mr. George F. Offutt, doing

business under the firm name of Oft'utt & Whittaker.

Pie retired from business in 1895 on account of ill health.

He served as a member of the Board of Aldermen in 1882

and 1883. He was highly respected as a citizen, and by

a large circle of acquaintances his <leath is sincerely

mourned.

(11) Mr. Edward F. Coburn, after a long and pain-

ful illness, died at his home on Oak Street on the 16th

of December, 1898, at the age of 55 years and 2 months.

He was a member of the well-known firm of C. B. Ooburn

& Co., dealers in manufacturers' supplies. He was a

man of (piiet tastes and habits, of sjxttless integrity, and
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dearly 1()V(mI by hosts of friends. lie was never ambi-

tions to hold jniblie oltico, but he was a great enthnsiast

in jwlitics, and at one time served very efficiently as

Chairman of the Repnblicaii City Committee. He was an

affectionate hnsband and father, a liigMy esteemed

citizen, and a trne, reliable friend.

(12) Mr. George F. Morey died December 29th, 1898,

at his home on Mt. Washington street, at the age of 72

Acars. lie was born in Windsor, Vermont, and came to

Lowell Avhen a young man in company with the late lion.

Hocnm Hosford. He was one of the original founders

of the Lowell Daily Citizen. In 185G with Mr. Leonard

Browm he purchased the Daily Morning News, the Ameri-

can Citizen, a, weekly pa])er, and the Daily Citizen, and

the journal thus formed by the consolidation of these

three papers was called the Daily Citizen and News. Its

editor was the late Hon. John A. Goodwin. In 1859 the

late Hon. Cfliauncey L. Knapp and Mr. Morey became the

]!i'oi)rietors of the Citizen with Mr. Knapp as editor, and

frcun this firm Mr. Morey retired in 1876. Mr, Morey

was a ineinl)er of the State Legislature in 1887-88, and a

member of the City (\)uncil in 1800-01. lie always

maintained great interest in politics, and through the

instrumentality of his ]ia])er exerted great influence in

bt lialf of the Koi)ublican i)arty, of which he was an active

niomber. He will be fondly rem<anbered as a man of

unusual business ability and as an enterprising citizen.

(13) Mr. Edward V. Woo<ls dii'd suddenly at his

Jiome on West Sixth Street on the IKth of January, 1899,

at the age of 72 years, lie was born in Newport, New
Hampshire, and r(M-eive<l his education in the Academy

of New]»ort and the Kimball Union Academy of Meriden,

N(^w IIanii)shire. In 18r)(; he came to Lowell and s'lortly
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afterwards entered tke employ of the J. (/. Ay«n- Coiu-

paiiy, and in 1858 was Superintendent of Manufactuiing
for that company. In 1861 he organized the firm of

Woods, Sherwood & Co., manufacturers of Avhite lustral

wire ware, which was developed into a large business,

and from which he retired shortly before his death.

Mr. Woods was a Kepublican in politics and served

in the Common Council in 1873-74. He was an active

and devoted member of Kirk Street Church, and was one

of tlie first promoters and managers in America of the

organization known as the Young Men's Cliristian Asso-

ciation. He was a man of marked personality and a

great worker in whatever he engaged. In addition to his

other philanthropic labors he was principal of one of the

first evening schools in this city. He was also for a

long time the responsible manager of the First Street

Mission, which was conducted on strictly missionary

lines. His time and his means Avere always at the

demand of this enterprise, and it was only a little while

before his death that he retired from active work in its

behalf. He was a very estimable man, zealously devoted

to every enteii^rise whereby to benefit his fellowmen,

and he will long be remembered as a zealous business

man and a sincere Christian gentleman.

Such is the obituary record of this Association so far

as it can be ascertained for the year now drawing to

its close. Thirteen of our number have passed away.

The average age is a fraction above 73 years. Two of

them reached the limit of fourscore and three, the

youngest of them died at the age of 55 years. All of

them passed their lives from boyhood until their decease

in old age here in Lowell, giving their energies, the fruits

of their enterprise, their industry, and their intelligence

to the development and enhancement of the munici]tality

which had become their home. We cannot measure olf
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by metes and bounds the sphere of their influence any
ni(H'e easily than we can fix the limits of friendship and
judicious counsel, but we are certain that the power of

their lives in its comi)lex variety is felt in, and has

become a part of, the general moral welfare of the city

in which we live. Their early manhood was passed at a

time when the energies of the ablest men in the com-

munity Avere demanded for the j)ublic seiwice. Their

standard of citizenship was high, their ideals were ni»ble

and i)ure. Public office was not ccmsidt^red an op])or-

tunity for selfish attainment, but for the fulfilment of a

sacred trust. Ability, integrity and fiihdity are three of

the ])roniinent characteristics of good citizenship even^-

\\^here. In so far as these men labored for the attain-

ment of these ends, let us emulate their example and
striv«^ for the maintenance in our ])rosper(uis city of that

A\ hich makes for the noblest ends, both in private and in

pr.blic life.

Respectfully submitted,

SOLON W. STEVENS, President.

Lowell, May 29th, 1899.



r. Annual Report for 1S09-1!)()0. Bij Solon W.

Stevens, Fres. Read Mai/ 20, 1900.

The time has eoiiie when custom and usage recjuire

of the President of this Association an annual report.

It would be very pleasant if your President could present

evidence of an increasins; interest in the j)urpose and

motives of this orj^anization on the part of our citizens

!j,eneral]y, and if he could bear witness to a more widely

diffused desire among our people to attach themselves to

a society whose object is to search for and present in

tangible shape such data and statistics as might be gath-

ered from various sources relative to the city which is

our home. Our peoi)le are necessarily so busily occupied

in the various avenues of business and of the professions

that the importance of preserving in concrete form such

statements of incidents and events as make up the local

history of a community seems to be regarded with com-

l)arative in<lifference, or else it is pushed aside as a

matter of but little worth. However this may be, our

Society should continue its work as industriously as pos-

sible along customary lines with the assurance that

whatever is done here to promote the interests for which

it was organized will be gratefully appreciated by the

general public in time to come.
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The folic »wiii;j,' douatioiis liave been received during

the i)ast year and their acceptance acknowledged:

Proceedings of the State Historical Society of Wis-

consin at its Forty-seventh Annual Meeting held

December 14th, 1899.

Report of the President of YaJe University for 1898.

Catalogue of Yale University, 1899-1900.

Annual Keport of the Secretary of the University of

California, 1899.

Ninth Annual Report of the West Virginia Historical

and Anticpiarian Society, 1899.

Tenth Annual Report of the West Virginia Histori-

cal and Anticpiarian Society, 1900.

State Libraiy Bulletin, University of Xew York, Leg-

islation, No. 11. January, 1900.

Dedham Historical Register. Vol. 11, No. 1, Janu-

ary, 1900.

Dedham Historical Register. Vol. 11, No. 2, April,

1900.

Publications of Rhode Island Historical Society.

Vol. 7, No. 2, July, 1899.

Publications of Rhode Island Historical Society.

Vol. 7, No. 4, January, 1900.

Publications of Rhode Island Historical Society.

Vol. 8, No. 1, April, 1900.

University of the State of New York Library Report,

1898.

R(^port of the Commissioner of Education for 1897-98.

N'ols. 1 and 2.

State of New Y'ork, Report of the State Historian,

1897. Colonial Series. Vol. 2.

Fifteenth Report of the United States Civil Service

Commission, July, 1897, June, 1898.

William Walker and tlie Provisional Government of

Nebraska Territory, Second Series, No. 3. Published by

Nebraska State Historical Society in 1899.
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Diary of David McClure, with compliments nf

^^'illiam Ivichmoiul Peters and Jolin runiiatt Peters,

Pen drawing of tlie former residence of Alanson

Crane, corner of Scliool and Libei'ty Streets, Lowell,

Mass., 18G3, by lion. Lcmov 1>. Crane of New York, Nov.

24tli, 1S<)0.

Portrait of tlie late Zina E. Stone, by Mrs. Selina.

Hooper, sister of the deceased.

Sixteen vacancies have been created by death since

onr last animal meeting.

Mr. William McArthur died on the 29th of May,.

181)0, at the age of 74 years. Deceased was a welbknown

resident of Lowell for many years. He was a native of

Scotland, bnt lived in Lowell the greater portion of his

life. He was for sixteen years, according to the record,

tlic sexton of St. Anne's C-hnrch, which position he

resigned some six or seven years ago.

Mr, Ferdinand Rodliff died at his home on Appletoii

Street on the night of May 31st, 1890, at the age of 03

years, 4 months and 25 days. He was born in Seekonk,

^Fass., and came to Lowell in 1827. For thirty-two years-

he served as overseer and assistant snpurintendent

in the Hamilton Manufacturing Company, and for forty

years as general superintendent of that corporation.

Probably there is no one living in Lowell today who has

given so many years of his life to faithful service in any

mill of our city as is recorded of Mr. RodlitT. This

long period of service attests his worth and the high

estimation in which he was held. He was a, witness to

the enormous growth of our chief manufacturing indus-

try from the period of small beginnings to its i»resent

development. Mr. Rodliff was greatly respected as a

citizen of strict integrity of character, honorable in all



338 OLD residents' historical association.

his dealings with his fellowmen, and faithful in the dis-

charge of diitv. He was ])i'oiniiiently identified with St.

Paul's Church, and for sixty-six years was one of its

devoted members.

Mr. William Corey died at the age of 88 June 17th,

1899. He came to Lowell in 1831, when the i)opulation

was less than seven thousand, an<l \Aent to work on the

Lawrence ('or])oration under the agency of Mr. Austin.

During the last years of his life he was emjdoyed by

Deputy Sheriff Stiles as keeper of properties under

attachment. He was not a man of uuiuy words, being

more reticent than communicative; but was much
respected by those who enjoyed his acipiaintauce.

Mr. Zina E. Stone, after a brief illness, (li<Ml at the

age of 7(> years on the morning of June 26th, 1899. He

was born in Bethel, Maine. At the age of 17 he learned

the printer's trade, and during his whole life he was

connected with newspaj>crial work. The space allotted

to this report is not sufficient to adequately dcscribi' the

useful career of this beloveil and ht>nored citizen. A
comprehensive statenuuit of the iucidents of his business

life was published in the Evening Mail of June 2Gth, 1899,

a repetition of which is not considered either practicable

or necessary here. Mr. Stone was one of the founders

of the Old Kesidents' Historical Association, and

was one of the most interesting and instructive con-

tributors to its series of publications. His sympathies

\>er<' enlisted in its behalf, its work was congenial t) his

tast<'S, and he was always ready to ])romote its welfare

in eveiy p()«sil)le way. He was for many years a

member of the Executive Committee of this Association,

and at the time of his decease he was its Vice-President.

Ho was h)ved and honored by all who knew him.

He had decided oi)inions of affairs, he knew how to

express his thoughts gracefully and yet with force, he
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was careful, judicious, and conscientious, and yet never

afraid to say what he considered to be for the best

interests of the ])eo])k\ He was quiet, unostentatious,

never ambitious for i)ublic office, but was fond of books

and tlH' works of i;reat writers, and apparently always
in the in<lul<ience (f most satisfactory enjoyment when
with ])en in hand he was busy in the dtn'elopment of

some coui^'enial theme. No one, in recent years at least,

lias ]>ass«Ml away from the ranks of active membership
in this Association who will be more sincerely missed

or more lovingly remembered than Mr. Stone, because of

his st(^rlin<i- intejirity, his lovable nature, and his posses-

sion of the many traits which (diaracterize the reliable

frir^nd and the true f]:;entlenian.

Mr. Edward B. Howe died at his home on High

Street August 12th, 1899, at the age of 83 years. Mr.

Howe was born in Marlboro in 1816, and came to Lowell

in 182(>. In 1847 he became interested in the business

of card-clothing, and was identified with this line of

business during his life. He was a very intellig(mt man,

a great reader of instructive books, a good musician,

serving as organist in several of our churches for many
years, and was endeared to all who knew him for his

gentle, genial, sympathetic nature. His dei»arture leaves

a vacancy in our ranks which will not be soon forgotten.

Mrs. Elizabeth L. Biigham, wife of Mr. Oramel A.

Brigham, died suddenly on the evening of August 30th,

1899, at Catamut, Buzzard's Bay. Mrs. Brigham

belonged to the line of Toppans, who were among the

early settlers of Newbuiyport. Her maiden name was

Elizabeth Toppau. For eleven years she was an

assistant teacher in the old Green School under the mas-

tership of the late Charles Morrill. She was a woman

(d rare intellectual worth, and during her life she was

conspicuous for her generosity and good works. She
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was for many y(^ars comiected with the First Cuiigrega-

tioiial Churcli in this city, bnt during- tlie hitter part of

li( r life she was i)r(>niin(^ntly identified with the First:

Trinitarian Congreiiational Clinrcli of Lowell. Mrs.

i>ri<i,hani A\'as a public-spirited, largediearted AVoniaUy

and particnlarly interested in the benevolent work car-

ried on by the Old Ladies' Home. She was also always

very ninch interested in the work of the Old K(^si dents'

Historical Association, was a constant attendant at our

me(4ings, and ever ready to do her i»art in the advance-

ment of its W(dfare.

Mr. Edmund Dix Fletcher died on the morning of

October 21st, 1891), at the age of TG years. Mr. Fletcher

was born in Dedham, came to Lowell in his early years,

and in 1S4S helped to organize the well-known and highly

reputed firm of Nichols & Fletcher, grocers. This

firm was the successor to the business established by

Mr. Kansoni Keed in 1838, by whom Mr. Fletcher was^

employed. Mr. Fletcher was highly esteemed as a

citizen and a business man. lie was successful in busi-

ness because of his close attention to its affairs and his

strict integrity. He was descended from the family of

Fl'etcher which was prominent among the early proprie-

tors of the town of Concord. His grandfather, Eleazer

Fletcher, was captain of a militia company Avhicli took

part in the battle of Bunker Hill. Mr. Fletcher was a

member of the Common Council of Low^ell for two years,

of the Board of Aldermen for one year, and was a mem-

ber of the Eliot ('ongregatioual Church. He was

endeared to a large circle of friends, and he will long be

remembered as a most exemplary citizen.

:\Ir. Edward Hartshorn died at the age of 83 years

on the morning of Decend)cr lltli, 1899. He was born in

New Ipswich, New Hampshire, in ISIG, and came to

Lowell wluMi 14 years old. For a period of twelve years
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he was eii,!j;a^<Ml in business in Mimcliester, New Ilanip-

sliire, as a member of the firm of Ilerriek «S: Hartshorn.

Tu 1860, or thereabouts, he returned to Lowell and

engaged in the dry goods business as a member of the

firm of Hartshorn, Hall & Woods. Afttr a few years

had i^assed by he entered the emplo}' of H. Hosford &
Co., and remained with them and their successors, now
known as A. G. Pollard & Co., until the time of his

decease. He was a quiet, unobtrusive man, and greatly

respected by all who enjoyed the favor of IjIs

acquaintance.

Mr. James Dugdale, aged 77 years, died at his resi-

dence February 23rd, 1900. He was for many years a

resident of Lowell, and was formerly engaged in the

manufacture of worsted goods, and at one time con-

trolled a mill on Willie Street. He lived a retired life,

but was highly esteemed for his many excellent qualities

by all who knew him.

Mr. llufus Hart, of 15 Varney Street, died very sud-

denly at his temporaiy home in Somerville on March

13th, 11)00. Mr. Hart was born in Kingswood, England,

about sixty-three years ago and came to this country with

his parents when only 7 years old. The family

came directly to Lowell, and here was his home. He
was educated in our public schools, Avas an attendant at

St. Anne's Church from the time of his early boyhood,

and was engaged in the foundry business in Charles-

town, Mass., as a member of the firm of Osgood & Hart.

He will always be remembered as a man of upright deal-

ings with his fellowmen, and as one who w^as animated

by a desire to be just, upright and honest in all his r(da-

tions with others, and in the conduct of his life.

Mr. Ephraim Brown, one of the oldest and most

A\idely-known residents of our city, died at his home on

Chestnut Street, at the age of 80 years, on the afternoon
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of March 20tli, 1900. Mr. Brown was born in Wilton,

New Ilanipshire. He came to Lowell in 1S40, and began

business here as a tradesman. From 1845 to 1849 he

was a teacher in our grammar schools, and eventually

gained prominence as a mannfactnrer and inventor. For
several years he was a Director in the First National

Bank of this city, beside holding other positions of trust

and responsibility. In 1852 he became a member of the

High Street Congregational Church, and was a constant

attendant at its services until the date of his death. He
was also a Trustee of the Central Savings Bank of this

city. Mr. Brown was a man of cheerful disposition,

unimpeachable character and generous instincts. He
Avas a gentleman of the "old school," so called, and during

his long life in our city he made hosts of acquaintances,

many of whom now are living to mourn the absence of

a friend who was ever ready to give words of counsel

and encouragement.

Mr. Joseph S. Brown died on the morning of March
2Gtli, 1900, at his home on Myrtle Street, at the age of

80 years. He was bom in Maiden, Mass., and was of

Scotch descent. He came to Lowell in 1846, and engaged

in the dry goods business, in which he remained

until his retirement from active business life in 1883.

He was a member of the Common Council in 1872-73, in

1883-84, of the Board of Aldermen in 1874-75, and a

member of the State Legislature in the tenu of 1885-8G.

He was a Director of the First National Bank, and of

the Lowell, Lawrence and Haverhill Street Railway, and

a charter member and Trustee of the Central Savings

Bank of Lowell, in addition to the occupancy of positions

of trust in other organizations of a more private nature.

He will be remembered as an upright citizen and a

Christian aentlemau.
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Mr. diarlc^s AV. Drew died March 30th, 19(10, at the

age of 84 years. Of late years, on aceoiiut of enfeebled

health, he was not engaged in active business, but for a

long time he was a faithful employe of H. Hosford cK: Co.

and was, at (»ne time, senior member of the dry goods

firm of Drew, Taft & Welch. He was one of the okl

settlers of Lowell, having made his home here in 1841).

He will be lovingly remembered a.s an honest, upright

man.

^Ir. Burnham C. Benner died on i^nnday morning,

April 8t.h, 190(), at the age of upward 81 years. Mr.

Benner was born in Pittston, Maine, and came to Lowell

in 1803 and was identitied with the tirm of Benner

Brothers, furniture dealers. He held the office of

deact>n in the John Street Congregational Chnrch for

twenty-one years. He was greatly respected for liis

integrity, his honorable business career, and his superior

standing as a member (f this community. He was a

man of strong individuality of character, and will long

be fondly remembered as a man of enterprise and fidelity

in the performance of duty.

Mr. (reorge Hurler Stevens, a well-known lawyer of

this city, died on the afternoon of April 4th, 1900, at the

age of 49 years. He was a native of Mt. A>rnon, New
Hampshire, and was the son of George Stevens, who was

for many years the District Attorney of this district.

Mr. Stevens graduated from Dartmouth College in 1874,

after which he travelled quite extensively in Europe, and

was subsequently admitted to the bar in January, 1880.

He was appointed bail commissioner as successor to

the late Judge Frye, which position he held at the time

of his death. He was also historian of Old Middlesex

Chapter, Sons of the American Ilevolution, and Secre-

tary and Ti-easnrer of the Old Residents' Historical Asso-

ciation at the date of his decease. Mr. Stevens was a
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Ilia II (»f scholarly instincts, of wide readino-, and solid

intellectual attainment. He was respected by his

brethren at the bar as a man of honor and ability. He
was modest and nnassnining-, iudnstrious and ambitions
for the attainment of noble ideals, and by those who w( re

admitted to his friendship he will lono- be remembere 1 as

a man of rare ability and as a thoroui^hly rcdiable friend.

Mr. Charles Channcy Chase died at his lionn^ on

Kesmith Street on the evening of Wednesday, May loth,

1900, at the iiixo of 82 years. Mr. Chase was born in

Haverhill, Mass., Jannary 19th, 1818, witliin a short dis-

tance of the birthplace of the favorite ]»oet of New Eng-
land people, John Greenleaf Whittier, with whom an
acquaintance formed in boyhood was maintained

thronghont the experience of matnrer years. Having
fitted for college in the public schools of Haverhill, he

entered Dartmouth College in 1835 and gradnated with

high rank as a scholar in 1839 in a class of sixty-one

members, among Avliom there were many who afterward

attained distinction in their chosen walks in life. Mr.

Chase came to Lowell in 1845 to assume the position of

Principal of the High School of this city, which position

lie successfully filled until the date of his resignation in

1883, a period of thirty-eight years. In 1841 he was

united in marriage with Miss Martha A. Cowles of

Peacham, Vermont, who still survives him. Of this

union seven children were born, four of whom are living:

Ml'. Francis K. Chase, Teller of the Old Lowell National

Bank; Mr. Frederick A. Chase, Librarian of the City

Library; Mr. William C. Chas(\ a prominent architect

in Boston; and Mrs. Bradley, wife of Rev. Dr. Bradley,

of the Garrett Biblical Institute at Evanston,

Illinois. He also leaves two sisters and two brothers,

one of whom is Mr. Samuel A. Chase, the Treasurer of

the (N'utial Savings Bank of this city. Mr. Chase was
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OIK' of the most lii^iihly respected citizens of Lowell. In

addition to this he was jii-eatly behiVed by many of onr

jx'ople who in early life were pnpils at school nnder his

<;nidance and instruction. The personal impressions

nintnally received by instrncti)r and pnpil in schoal-days

are sehlom forgotten in after years, and if the r(dations

between the two were such as to promote reciprocal

esteem the lapse of time simply adds strengtli to the

opinions thns early formed. Mr. Chase will long be

remembered as a faithful, capable, conscientious teacher.

He was a thorough scholar, he was fond of books,

and especially fond of classical literature. He v/as a

master of literary expression, and beside he had that

peculiar faculty of imparting knowledge so absolutely

essential in a successful teacher, together with that

subtle influence of character which is the result of sym-

pathy and conscientious adherence to duty. Many of

the most prominent and substantial people of this city

are numbered among his pupils, who, with hosts of

others all over the land, will remember him with feelings

of sincere respect. Mr. Chase was at one time President

of this Association, and he always felt a lively interest in

its aims and its work. The i)a])ers which he presented

and which have been preserved are among the most

interesting of the series. The historical sketch of Lowell

written by him and i)ublislied in the History of Middle-

sex Counts' is a reservoir of information relative to

Lowell as a town and as a city, showing his familiarity

with local affairs and his interest in the welfare of the

community wherein he resided so many years. Mr.

Chase was a mend^er of the High Street Congregational

Church and was prominently identitied Avith all its inter-

ests. At the close of a long and useful career he simply

lay down to rest, and peacefully breathed his life away.
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''Mark the ]terfec-t man, and behold the upright, for

th<' (Mid of that man is peace."

Thus far in these brief and imperfect obituary

sketclies mention lias been made only of such, who were
members of our Association at the time of their decease.

It has been the intention of the writer of this report to

notice the death of every member who has died since our

last annual meeting. It is (piite possible that some
name has been omitted. If such is the fact it must be

regarded as accidental and unintentional.

Since our last annual meeting two men of promi-

nence in our local affairs have passed away who were

not members of our societj', but of whom it may not

be deemed inappropriate to make brief mention on

account of the conspicuous position which they filled in

the public estimation of our people. Reference is thus

made to Henry Greenwood Cushing and Edward T.

Rowell.

Few men have been more widely known, at least in

Middlesex County, than Sheriff Gushing. He was burn in

Abington in 1834, came to Lowell in 1875 as Deputy under

the Hon. Gharles Kimball, then Sheriff of the county,

and died here on the morning of June 9th, 1899, at the

age of 05 years. Mr. Gtishing was appointed Sheriff of

this county by (Jov. Butler in 1881 to till an unexpired

term caused by the death of Sheriff' Fiske, and was after-

ward at stated times re-elected to the position of

Sheriff", which office he held at the time of his decease.

He was a xcteran of the Qi^l War, an esteemed member
of lN>st 185, G. A. R., and also of the Massachusetts

Gomniandery of the Loyal Legion. He cimimanded the

respect of all whom he met by his courtesy and his

affable manner. He Avas kind and considerate toward

those unfoi-tunate ones placed under his care, and in all

his dealings with his fellows he manifested the charac*
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teristic qualities of a courteous gentleman and a faithful

officer.

Mr. Edward T. Rowell died very suddenly from

heart-failure on the afternoon of August 4th, 1899, on a

railway train between Boston and Lynn, wliile on his

way to visit his family at the Ocean House at Swanij)-

scott. Mr. Rowell was born in Concord, New Ilanii)-

sliire, in 1836. He graduated from Dartmouth College

in 1861, and immediately enlisted as a private soldier in

the Fifth New Hampshire Regiment of Volunteers for

the War of the Rebellion. He was promoted to Ix'

Captain of his company and afterward to be Major of Lis

regiment. He came to Lowell in 1867 and with the How.

George A. Marden, who was his classmate in c(dlege,

purchased the Lowell Daily Courier and Weekly Journal,

which papers were published for twenty-tive years under

the authority and superAision of the rirni of Marden &
Rowell. Mr. Rowell was appointed Postmaster by

President Grant in 1874, reappointed by President Hayes
four years later, and reappointed again eight years 1 iter

by President Arthur. In 1885 he was ai)pointeil

Gas Commissioner by Governor Robinson, and held the

ofiice for live years. In 1890 he was elected President

of the Railroad National Bank of this city. He served

tw^o terms in the Massachusetts Legislature, in 1897 and

1898. In addition he held various positions of trust in

societies and organizations of a less public character.

He was an estimable man, a good citizen, a real genth^-

man and a staunch friend. He was widely known, and
he will be long remembered v^ith affection and si net re

respect.

8uch in brief is the obituary record whiidi neces-

sarily constitutes the nmin portion of this report. Six-

teen of our associates have passed away since last we
met. The ]>ersonnel of our community is rapidly chang-
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iii<;'. Tlic old-time rcsidciil ms lie walks u]) and <l()wn the

priiicipnl sh-ccis of oui- city is siu'in-iscd to note the

abscMu-e of familiar forms whom lio was accustomed to

moot even only a fcnv years aji^o. As onr city widens and
increases, Tlie ranks of Lowell's "Old (Inard" seem
to be rapidly diminishini;. The new features which meet
us in the i)ublic thoroughfare, and the new names
which or(.(.t onr ears, may be suji;j;estive of much that

is delij>htfnl, still there is a certain fetdino- of h)neliness

produced by this experience whereby the ehlerly inhabi-

tant of this community is made to feel, momentarily
[erliaiis, that he is well-ni<»h a stranger in the city of

his birth and liis life. All this is iiunitable. It is simply
a i)art of the Divine plan. Momentous events are crow 1-

in^ ui)on us rapidly; the battle of life is fierce and ])er-

jjetual, and as onr com])ani()ns drop from sijiht on either

side we are !< close up th<' line and ]>ress the column
forward. May it be said of us when the record shall be
Miilten that we lived as (Hiristian o(.iiii(.iiieii and diinl

as honest men.

Kesju'ct fully snbniilte<l,

SOLON \V. STEVENS, President.

May li!), 11100.
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OLD KHSll)i;XTS' HISTORICAL ASS()CL\TION.

/. Ainnial I^eporf for 1000 1001. Bij Solon ^]\

Stevens, Vres. Bead May 2S, 2001.

There are but few items of interest to be embodied in

the annual report, which by custom is (hie at this time.

At our hist annual meeting a committee was chosen

to make an effort to secure a more acceptable and con-

venient place for keepini;" tiie l)ooks. ])a[)eis. pictures, and

other pr()})erties belonging to the society. By the efforts

of that committee, our society is now ])ermitte(l to hold its

meetings and to preserve its properties in an anteroom

in Memorial Hall building.

A bookcase belonging to the society has been

repaired and restored to something like its original good

appearance, and the l)Ooks and pamphlets which are the

])ro])erty of the society have been removed in part from

the shelves of the library below, and })laced in this book-

case, wherein it is hoi)ed they !nay l)e carefully preserved.

The i)ictures also, which at different times have come into

the possession of the society, have been hung upon the

walls of the room, hereafter to be considered the head-

quarters of the Old Residents" Association.

It is a pleasure to make record of these facts, for

they are evidence of the partial accomplishment of a long

cherished desire, that our society might have a '' local

habitation" as well as a name.

During the past year the city of I^owell observed in

an interesting manner the Sevent \ -fifth Anniversary of its
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incorj)oratioii as a tonii. This event took place on the

first day of March, 15)01. Appropriate exercises Avere

held in lluiitin^-ton Hall during- hoth the afternoon and

the evening of that day.

This anniversarv celehration was in charcre of a

committee chosen by the City (iovernment, of which His

Honor Mayor Dimon was chairman. IJy invitation, a

committee was chosen from the Old Ivesidents' Historical

Association to act in conjnnction with the aforesaid city

committee in carrying the necess;u"y plans into execntion.

'I'lu^ oration \\as delivered by the President of this Asso-

ciation. A very lai'ge attendance of our citizens was present

at the exercises, and an nnex}iected interest was manifested

in listening to the story of many of the incidents which

related to the beginning of Lowell and to its early

corporate life.

'I'he list of donations to the Society during the past

year is as follows :
—

C'oNTKiiUTioNs, May, li)()(), to May, 1!)()1.

i.ainb—Sa\ory—Harriman. Family Tvccords. by ¥.

W. Land), Manchester. N. H.

iiOrganization judicaire de New York.

Sources of the Agricultin-al Imports of the l^nitcnl

States. l.s})4-lSi)S.

'• Our Foreign Trade." by United States Department

of Agricnltur(\

('atalogu(« of Vale Ihiiversily. 1 !)()()-! !)()!

.

ll(^port of ( omndssioncr of Ivlucation. \'ols. 1 and

2, LS}).S-lSi)i).

History and Proceedings of the Locumtnck ^'alley

Memorial Association Vol. ;^, IHiJO-lSUS.
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\e\v York State Library. Bil)liogra[)hy of the New-

York Colonial History.

New York State Library. Reference List on Con-

necticnt Local History.

New York State Library. New York in the lievo-

lution.

New York State Library. New York at (lettysljni't;-.

A'ols. L -2 and :).

"

New \ ork State Library. New York in the Span-

ish-American AYai". \'ols. 1. 2 and o.

New York State Librar^. Public Tapers of Geori^e

Clinton, First Governor of New York. \ Ols. 1, '2 and ->.

New York State Library. IJulletins. Leui>lation.

Nos. ]'2 and Lk

New A ork State Library. Bulletins, History. No. 1-,

on Slavery in New \ ork.

New ^Ork Stat(^ I>ibrarv. Bulletins. House Lduca-

tion. Nos. 31 and 3'i.

New York State Library. Bulletins, Study Clubs.

1S5)S.

Annual Report of the Smitlisonian Listitute. 18{)S.

Dedhani Historical Registei'. Xol. 11. No. ;>. .Inly,

!!)()(); Yol. 11, No. 4. October. liXlO; Xnl. \2. No. 1,

January, 1901 ; \o\. \2. No. 2. Aprd. DOl.

The Historic (Quarterly. \ Ol. 2. No. 3. by Manches-

ter Historical Association,

Miinual of the New Hampshire Historical Society.

The West Mrginia Historical Mas;-azine. \ <>1. 1,

No. 1.

James Rumsi^y. the Inventor of the Steaml)oat, by

Cfco. ^L. Baltzhoover. Tr.

Chicago Historical Society. Re[)orts. November 'Jl,

181)1), and February 12. 1900.
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liYiin Historical Society, llegister for 1S91).

]vci)ort of the Sixth Animal McctiiiL^- of the Lake

Mohawk Coiiferciice on International Arhitration. 1 !)()().

Klisha Bartlett. a Khode Island I'hilosopher. by

Wm. Osier. :\I. D.

Proceedings of the New England Historical (ienea-

logical Society at Annnal Meeting, Jannary 11, lS9i).

Annnal Keport of the Secretary to the Board of

Regents of the I'niversit}' of California. Jnne oO. 15)00.

Manchester Historical Association. Collections, ls;)<)

Pnhlications of tlu^ Ivhode Island Historical Society.

Vol. S. No. -2. Jnly, 1000; \ol S, No. :], October, 1900
;

Vol. 8, No. 4. Jannary. 1901.

The ]\linntes of the Ninety-eightli Annnal fleeting

of the (ieneral Association of Congreuational Chnrclies

of Massachnsetts, 1900.

Charter and By-Laws of the ^^'yonling Historical and

Genealogical Society.

An Adth'ess at the dedication of tlie building of the

State Histoi'ical Society of M isconsin. l)y Charles Francis

Adams.

An Address. •• Our New Interests.'" ])y AMiitelaw

Ivcid. at the I niversity of California.

A Menioii- of Josepjiine Mellen Ayer. widow of the

late James C. A}('r.

Citv Docniiicnts of tlie Citv of Lowtdl for the years

1S9S and IS9!».
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There have heeii five deaths since our hist animal

meeting'.

OlUn ARIES.

Mr. rUny l^)lhns (Hod on Jnne 1. 1900. at liis liome,

No. 15 Fourtli Street, at tlie age of ()() years. Mr. llol-

lins was employed on the ^lassachusetts Corporation for

npwards thirty-eight years, and was highly res]H'cted as

an u|)right, ca])ahle man and futhfnl in the diseliarge of

liis duties. He was not widely known, hut in the circle

of his acquaintances lie was loved and honored i'or his

fidelity in dealings with others, and for liis uiupiestioned

integrity of life.

Mr. Edward M. Sargent dic>d at his home. 'J:! lort

Hill Avenue. Tlinrsday e\eiiing. .Inly I'J. li)00. ;it tlie

age of 79 years and S months. Mr. Sargent was l)orii in

Littleton, X. 11.. in IS-JO and came to J>o\\ell when he

was thirteen years old and resided here continuonsh until

tlie day of his death. He was identitied with the eN])ress

husint'ss from the days of its heginning in this locality.

In 1S4S he founded what was known in later v(Mrs as

the "Old Sargent Exjiress Company," from its long

(>stahlishment. After more than twenty years of service

in tliis employment he was ohliged on account of failing

eyesight to give the more active charge of the husiness

into other hands. He was actively interested in procur-

ing the charter for the Lowell and Audover Ivailroad,

which road in little time hecame ahsorhed in the ]>oston

and Maine. He was one of the oldest residents of the

city, and on account of tlu^ wide range of the duties of

his calling he soon hecame a familiar fiiz'ure in the
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community. Ho was respected as an honest, faithful man
in business and in pl•i^ate Hfe and is missed by a large

circle of accjuaintances.

Mr. Henry A. Lord, of 45 Marshall Stre(^t. died at

his home July 1(», 1900, at the age of 17 years. Mr.

Lord was for a long time employed as bookkeeper in

the office of the Hon. James AN. Bennett. He was an

upright, unostentatious, conscientious man. He avoided

publicity, l)ut was always ftxithful in the discharge of every

duty imposed upon him. He was a man of strong con-

victions and was never afraid of expressing his opinions.

The lew who knew him intimately miss him as a wise

counsellor and a man of sterling integrity.

Mr. Daniel Gage, one of our oldest and most substan-

tial citizens, died on the Hth of February, 1901. at the age

of 1'2 years. ]Mr. Gage was widely known as a dealer in

ice, wood and coal. He was born in Pelham, N." H., and

came to Lowell in 1S.5."). He was a man of ample means,

firithful and honest in business always, and the recipient

of the esteem of the community. He was never ambi-

tious for [)ublic office but always attentixe to his rights

and duties as a citizen. It seemed as if (everybody knew

and resi)ected "Dan" (jage for his honesty and his

thorough reliability. He was generous in a great degree

but never anxious to make a (hsplay of kindly acts. He
was a familial' character on the street, and when he died

nuni said " A good man lias gone. " There is no better

euloLi'v than this.

Mr. James B. Trueworthy died at his home, (5 1-1

Bridge Str(H't. A])ril 15. 1901. at the age of ~i'2 years and

11 months. Mv. Trueworthy was born in Unity. ^le., and

canu' to Lowell in 1S4S, where he lived continuouslv until
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the tim(> of his decease. Duriiii;- the hist vears of his hfe

he was entrusted with hirgt> respoiisil)iHties as a cohectoi'

of rents and (hities kindred to this calHng'. and in tliis

position was higldy prized as a strictly accurate, conscien-

tious man. As a citi/cMi he was ([uiet and unassuming" and

greatly esteemcul for pi'ohitv and excellenc(> of character.

This is a l)riei" record of the ti\(^ of our associates

who ha\e ])assed a\\'a\ since our last animal meeting.

One l)v one our mend)ers leave us as the years roll ])\.

and the world moves on seemingly forgetful of j)ersonal

([ualities once highlv prized. But the memory of a life of

integrit'S' is nexci' whollv lost. The record of individual

good citizenship is the standard hy which the cliaracter

of a conununity is judged. For eacli of them, wlien the

time shall come, may the record read. --He was faithful

to the end."

Respectfully sulnnitted.

SOLON \\'. STEVKXS.

Presickait,



Annual Iicport of the Fres'ulenf of the Old Resi-

dents' Historical .Issociation for 1001-100 J.

May 2S. \m'l.

To iiiE Memheus of the Old Residents' Historicai^

Association of Lowell.

It l)e('onies my duty to aiiaiii submit an annual r('})ort

relative to the work and welfare of this Association during

the year now reaching its close.

It is not necessary to recite here the incidents and

results of the meetings which have heen recently held with

reference to the merging of this yoluntary Association

into a corporate body, for the r(>cor(ls of the secretary and

the reports of the connnittees which liaAc heen acce})ted

and adopted will be brought to your attention at another

time. It is a matter earnestly to be hoped for and worked

for, tliat by the change which has taken place a new

enthusiasm may be inspired, and a new acti\ity manifested

in carrving on tlie useful purpose for which the Associa-

tion was oriianized and for which it lias laborefl so loni2'.

'I'liere lia\ e i)een. so far as is known, seventeen deaths

since our last annual meeting. It is possible that the

names of some wlio have i)asse(l away may have escaped

official notice, but the following are the names of those

wliose decease has been recorckMl.

Mr. Asahel D. rutter died at iVl Highland Street.

August IJ). 190'i. at HI years of age. He was boi-n in

Sudbury. Mass.. May 20. ls-,^(), and came to Lowell with

his parents in l^'J'). lie was educated in our public
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schools, and in l>>4o oiii^a^-ed in the fiToccrv business;

afterA\ar(l a partnership was formed with Paij;-e 6s; Fay.

Later lie established the firm known as A. D. Puffer &
Sou, at 10!) Prancli Street. He was one year a member
of the Conunon Couneil. and in the year 1S(;9 he was a

member of the Legislature. Mr. Puffer was widely

known and highly respected both in business and in social

circles. He was for many years a Trustee and \'ice-

Preside nt of the ^ierrimack River Savings Bank.

Hon. Jeremiah Crowley died at his home in this city,

on St>pteml)er '22. 11)01. at the age of (5!) years and 8

months. Mr. Crowlev \\as born in Lo^\'ell on January

12, is;);}, and attended the pui)lic schools of this citv until

his thirteenth year. Avhen he went to work on the Law-

rence Manufacturing Coi'poration. In 1^(50 he entered

the office of Timothy A. Crowley, l"ls([.. as a law student.

In ISbl. Avluui President Lincoln called for se\(Mitv-fivc

thousand troo})s. he prom[)tly volunteered and joined the

old Sixth Massachusetts Ivegiment with which he marched

through Ijaltimore at the time of the memorable assault

made by iidiabitants of that city upon Massachusetts'

soldiers, ^\'hen his regiment was mustered out of service

in August of that year, Mr. Crowley sought to re-enlist

but was rejected on account of physical disability. He
was admitted to the bar in iSbS, and at once entered

upon an active^ practice. He was a member of the Board

of Aldermen in lS7;3-7-l:-77-7S-84-S()-9;]-9G, being Chair-

man of that Board in the years 187-1-77-86. He was State

Senator in 1881. and was ^layor of the City of Lowell

in 1.S99 and 1 !)()(). Mr. Crowley's career is an object

lesson in illustration of tlie result of an education which

a man may give himself under adverse circumstances
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Avhen lie is deterniiued and persistent in his efforts. He
had hosts of friends, and died leaAing- behind the record

of an honorable, brilliant, and nsefnl life.

Mr. Arteinas S. Tyler died at his home on Fairmonnt

Street. October 14. 1901. at the age of 77 years. He was

born in what was formerly known as ^liddlesex "Milage,

Nov. 2, 1824, and was the son of Silas and Fanny Stanley

Tyler. He was educated in the public schools of Lowell.

At sixteen years of age he entered the employment of the

late Hon. John Xcsmith, who then carried on. under the

name of the Chelmsford C'om})any, the plant formerly run

at the NaA'y Yard by tlie Merrimack \^'oolen Company, the

mills at ^Vest Chelmsford and the old Whitney Mills.

Four years later he was employed as clerk in an office in

Taunton, and while there, on attaining his majority, he

recei\(Hl and accepted an offer to be a clerk in the

Kailroad Bank at Lowell under the late Samuel W.
Stickney, the cashier. In IS.jO. in connection with others

he started the Prescott Bank as a State bank, Avhich institu-

tion was then located at the corner of Central and Market

streets. He was the hrst cashier of the Prescott Bank.

In 1854 he startcul the Fiye Cent Savings Bank and

became its first treasurer. Mr. Tyler conducted both of

these institutions for seventeen years and in 1871 resigned

as cashier of the Prescott Bank. In 1873 he was a

member of the Common Council of Lowell and in 1874

and 1875 he represented this city in the Legislature.

For more than twenty years he continuously filled tlic^

position of vestryman of St. Annes Church and was

regarded as one of the most influential members of this

time-honored parish. In his long ex[)erience of more

than forty \t"ars as Treasurer of the Five Cent Savings
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Bank, Mr. Tyler earned the emiable re[)Utatioii of a

skillful financier and an able adviser. He Avas a genial,

lovable man and gained the res])ect and affection of hosts

of friends. Indeed, he commanded the esteem of all who
knew him. He was not only an enthusiast in but an intel-

ligent critic of music, and in the early days of Lowell '\Nas

a member of the Sinfonia Societ) and later an honorarv

member of the Lo^^ell Choral Society. But nowhere is

he more lo\ingly remembered than here in the Old

llesidents" Historical Association. He was a member of

its Executive Coumiittee. and was alwa\'s zealous for

the promotion of its welfare. He was a true gentleman

and he will be sadly missed not o*idy in his delightful

home but in his church anil in this comnuinity as a

citi/.en of unblemished character.

Mr. Horatio AN'ood. .Ir.. died at his home on Lil)ertv

Street on Oct. I'J. IDOl. at the age of (ili years. He was

born in AVal[)ole, Oct. 21, l!So.">. and came to Lowell in

184-1:. His death was the result of injuries received the

(lav previous when alighting from an electric car on West-

ford Street. Everything that medical skill could suggest

was done for his relief, but all to no avail. Mr. AA'ood

Avas educated in the pul)lic schools of Lowell and graduated

at Harvard College in the class of IS,") 7. Eor about five

succeedino: vears he served as tutor in Yonkers, N. Y.,

and in Taliaferro. \'a. Erom ISli'i until lS7o he carried

on, with ^Nliss Elizabeth Haven Appleton, a large and flour-

ishing school for young ladies in Cincinnati. Ohio. L'pon

relin([uishing this position he returned to \\\c in Lowell.

He was a man of ([uiet habits, refined tastes, and of excel-

lent literarv attainments. In his student days he was a

superior classical scholar, and during life he maintained
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faniiliarity with Greek and Latin authors of whose writings

he was particuhirly fond. He was a thorough gentleman

and a true fri(Mid. By those who knew his worth and had

tested his cn^iable quahties he will long be affectionately

renienibered.

Mr. George F. Offutt, one of our most j)rosperous

business men, died at olo High Street on Nov. '2. 1901. at

the age of 63 years. He was born in Southampton. \. H..

in 1S3(S. and was of English ancestry. After lea^•ing the

pul)lic schools of Lowell he was engaged as a clerk in

the oihce of Mr. Person Noyes of tliis city in iS.'jO. and

remained in this position until isiid. He then went to

work for his father in the furniture business on Prescott

Street. Lor a few years he was associated with Mr.

George W. Faergroves in partnership in business, and

afterwards with Mr. I)a\id AVhittaker. This [)artnersbip

was dissolved in June. ISUo. whereupon th(> firm of

Oftutt sis: Pierce was established. Mr. Ottutt was a (piiet.

unpretentious, honest. Christian man, and will be lovingly

remembered l)v those who knew his many excellent

([ualities.

Mr. L-a ^I. ('base died at his home on the Mammoth

Load, Nov. -^7. 11)01. at the age of M) years. He was

boi'u in Deei-ing. X. H.. May 11. IS'JI. Mr. Chase was

one of our oldest and most higldy estecMued citizens. The

writer of this report has l)eeii unable to obtain any details

of his business life, hence no record of that kind is

attempted here. Ihit Mr. Chase was widely known as a

man of strict integrity, of honest dealings and a kindly

disposition, and as sucli be will long l)e remend)ered.

Mr. Lafiyette Kicliardsou died, according to the

published reports, from accidentally shooting himself in
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December. 1901. He was for many years employed in

the Lowell Machine Shop as a shipping agent, lie Hved

at No. 15 Grand Street, and was (U years of age. lie is

s})oken of by those Avho knew him as a warmduMrted.

genial man.

^Ir. George Webster died in Centralville on Decem-

ber 11. U)()l. at the advanced age of 91 years. Mr.

A\'ebster was one of onr oldest and most highly esteenu^d

citizens. Although more than four score and ten years oi

age. his general health was remarkably good until a i'vw

days preceding his deatli. caused by the rupture of a

blood vessel produced by an accident when stej)ping out

of a sleigh. Mr. Webster was born in Xewbury[)ort. and

came to Lowell in lX'2o. He became associated with his

father in the construction of mill propcuty and was \vell

known among the mill men of that time. He was mar-

ried to Miss Sarah She[)ard in 1 '>;)'). and for the greater

portion of his life Yiwd in Ceutrah ille. He was a man of

retined tastes, quiet in his hal)its, lirm in his con\ictions.

and of unblemished charactei-. He came to Lowell at the

time when the town was about to merge into a city, and

li\(Hl to see it grow to a p()[)ulation of ujjward eighty

tliousand peo|)le. It will be remembered. pcM'haps. that

he occuj)ied a seat on the ])latform during the exercises

appeitaining to the seventv-tifth anniversary of the organi-

zation of the town of Lowell, held in Huntington Hall in

March. 1901. and tliat a pleasant allusion to his |)resence

at that time was made by the speakers on that occasion.

Mr. Edwin Cornock died at "i^' Blossom Street, on

Jainiary S, 190'2. at the age of 08 years and 9 months.

Mr. Cornock was widely known as a dealer in l)oots and

slioes. He was born in Gloucestershire. Ln^land. and
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came to this country in IbfiS. He was connected with

scA'cral fraternal organizations, in addition to his member-

ship in this society. He was known and respected as an

iipriii'ht citizen, and a straightforward, honest business

man.

Mr. Sam Chapin (bed on the l"2th of January. lf)()"2.

at his home. 19S Mammoth Road. He was l)orn in Acton,

Mass.. in June. 1834. and came to Lowell in early youth

to engage in mill ^^o^k. in Avhich line of employment he

continued for the greater portion of his life. For awliile

he was identified with the Lowell Crayon Company. He
served as alderman in 1^99. and although acti^e and

influential in political circles, this is said to be the only

office he ever held. He was in many respects quite

eccentric, independent in thought and action, but was

alwavs regarded as honest and sincere. He was greatly

esteemed b}' those who knew him well, and he is

remembered as an upright, conscientious citizen.

Mr. Isaac Cooper died January 26. 1902. at the

home of his son-in-law. ]Mr. Joseph B. Goodwin, after a

long and useful life of upward 95 years. Mr. Cooper

was born in Stockport, England, and came to this country

\\lien two and one-half years old. and came to Lowell

from AVest Boylston in 1S;3-"J. His life was mainly

identified with the manufacturing interests of Lowell.

For more than forty years he was an overseer on th(>

],awrence Corporation, and in this capacity he won the

universal respect of those under his charge. He served

at one time as a member of the Common Council and at

another as a rei)resentative in the State Legislature. He
was an old scliool gentleman, strictly upright in all his
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dcaliiii'-s. "•enial in his intercourse with his fellow men.

and a reliable friend. Pie was widely knoAMi and

universally respected.

Mr. J. Frank Pa*;-e died in Lowell. February 1().

19()-i. He was born in Lowell. March 10. ls:](i, hence his

aL!;e was nearly ()() years, ^h. Fa^i^ lived in this city the

greater part of his life, was educated in our public schools

and was known as a bright, genial num, respected highly

by his manv friends.

^Iv. Daniel \\'. Home, one of our b^st known citizens,

died on April 1. U)02. at his home on Uellevue Street.

^Ir. Home was born in Kocliestei-. X. 11.. May 4. IS'J^k

and was of Scotcli ancestry. He catne to Lowell when

about seventeen vears ohb as an a])pr(Mitice to the late

Ldward F. ^^'atsoll. to Icam the carpenter^ trade. After

following this line of woi'k for about twenty-tixe ytNirs. he

engaged in th(.> rooting business, in which lie contimied

about twentv vears. since which time he has been actively

inter(>sted in the coal business, undc^r the Hrni name and

stvle of Home vV Son. He was ;i public-spirited, enter-

prising business man. wideh known and highly I'steomed

for his honesty and integrity.

Mr. Daniel M. Mies died April \). \W2. at liis home

on ^liddlesex Street, aged ^S years and o months. Mr.

Xiles xNas of revolutionarv stock, being the son of Mr.

Thomas Niles. who saw active service in the war ot the

llevolution and liM'd to be lOti years old. ^L'. Niles

came to Lowell in iSoN. and obtained employment on the

LaVvrence Corporation, and was for many y(>ars the over-

seer of its largest winning room. He was unobtrusive in

his habits, but a close student of nuuiicipal aflairs.
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altliouf2;li iievor amlntious to hold public office. He had

great faith iu the future of his adopted city, and to the

last of his life took deep interest iu its wtdfare. lie was

most hiiihly esteemed as a citizen and as a man.

^Ir. AMlliam II. Andei'sou. oue of the ablest lawyers

in Middlesex County, died at his l)eautiful home on

Andover Street. April 14, ll)0"i. at the age of (]') ^ears.

Mr. Anderson was born in Londonderrv. now known as

Derry. X. ][. After his preparatory course at Kimball

Union Academy, in ^leiiden, N. 11.. and at Phillips

Academy. Ando^er, Mass.. he entered Yale College in

1S,55 and graduated in 1N,)9. After a brief residence in

Natchez, ^lississippi. and in New Orleans. Louisana. he

came to Lowell and began the study of law in tht> othce

ot Isaac S. Morse and (ieorge Stevens, and continued

there until liis adnnssion to the l)ar in 1S()"J. On the dis-

solution of the hrm of ^Slorse & Stevtms. Mr. Anderson

became a partner with Mr. Stevens, which l)usiness

rehition was continued until 1S7-"). when it ceased

because of the election of Mr. Ste^•ens to the office

of District Attorney for Middlesex County. The firm

kno\\n as Stevens \- Anderson were the tirst tenants

in the building known as Barristers Hall, after its

conxersion from religious to secular uses, and Mr.

Anderson continued to use the same officers u]) to the time

of his d(\itli. a ])eriod of moi'e than -li) a ears. lie was

a m(Mnl)ei' of the Common Council in ISIIS and lS(i;) and

sor\(Ml in the State Legislature in IS";! and lS7l\ Since

that time he denoted himself exclusixeh' to his j)rofession.

1I(^ had a judicial temperamcMit. was deliberate, dignitied.

])atient and thorough, and because of these qualities he

took hii>h rank amoni'- the foremost lawvers of this
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county. lie was attal)lo. courteous, considerate, lovaljle,

kind, and always a gentleman. Behind a serious exterior

lie had a vein of humor and a love for fun to whicli. when

free from business cares, he i>ave generous indulgence

when amid congenial surroundings. lie was a tireless

worker in liis profession, a wise and judicious counsellor,

an al)le advocate, and laithful to the interests of his

clients to the last. lie \vas uinxersally esteemed ibr his

integritv and loxed \)\ those who knew him intimateh.

He will he sadlv missiMl hy liis associates in the legal

])rofession and hv the communit^ at large, because ot his

al)ilitv and his unsullied charactei-.

Mr. .1. IMer Ste\c-ns (bed at his home, coi'iipr of Park

and Ando\er sti-eets. on March 1;!. 1!)()"J. He was bom in

Ware, Mass.. Dec. -JO. 1S44. I !(> came to Lowell in 1S74.

He was the assistant of his giandiathei'. the late .Jonathan

T\lei'. in the management and care of large real estate

interests, and at the time of ^Ir. 'IMers death he became

his successor in this line of business. Mr. Sie\ens was

Avidely kno\\Ti in business and social c-ircles and was highly

esteemed in this conumuiity. He was acti^(' in political

organi/ations and was a mend)er oi' the Common Council

in bssi-S-J. He will be greatlv missed bv large numl)ers

of relatives and iriends. as an upiight. enterprishig busi-

ness man.

Mr. James Howard, one of the oldest and most highh

esteemed of our citi/ens. died on Sunday. May 'Jo. at

{\w age of upward SO \eai's. Mr. Howard A\as boi'U in

AN'eare, N. II.. in IS-JI. and came to Lowell in IS^S. He
first entered the employment of the late Llorace llowai-d,

tor many years known j)rominentlv in the coal and bunber

l)usiness. Afterward be became the chief accountant in
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the office of A. L. Brooks & Co., where he remained for

thirteen years, lie then, for the following seventeen years,

served as clerk for .Mr. \\'illiain li. AVard of this city.

He was for twenty years treasurer of tlie Eliot Church,

ot Avhich he was an ardent and de^•oted memher. He was
quiet and unostentatious in his hahits. strong in his attach-

ments, and of strict integrity of character. He will be

sadly missed in the narrow home circle, in the church

A\hich lie loved, and in this community.

Although Air. John Davis, a well known and highly

respected lawyer who died on March 11, IDO'i, was not

a mcinl)''-r of this Association, it has been considered

a})pr()])i-iate "liat a brief obituary notice l)e embodied in

this report. Mr. Davis was born in llubbardston. Mass.,

March 4, 1S;]1. In his early years he came to Lowell and

lived with the late Edward F. Watson, ^^h(). with the late

Elijah M. Reed of Tewksbury. cherished a strong friend-

ship (or Mr. D;i\is. Mr. Davis was widely known through-

out t\\c County of Middlesex as a lawyer, having been in

l)ractice for more than forty years. After leaving the

Lowell High School \w entered Dartmouth College, and

after completing his couise of study at this institution he

entered the Ian office of D. S. and (i. E. llichardson as a

studeut. Since his admission to the bar he accpiired a

large practice, especiallv in conveyancing and in matters

particularly A>il]iin the jurisdiction of the Probate Court.

lie died suddeuh on t\iv morning of March 11. in his

office in Central Block. He was at one time President of

the Old Lowell National Bank, and later attorney for the

Mechanics Savings Bank of this city. By his will, after

tlu> payuKMit of debts and tlie disposition of about -foOOO

in specific legacies, he left all the rest, residue and

remainder of his estate, real, personal and mixed, to the
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Trustees of the Lowell City libniiy. Mr. Davis was an

indefatigable worker, devoted to his profession, and

universally respected as an a,l)le. upright, conscientious

man. His home was in Tewksbury. whence he was

buried. His age was about 7 1 years.

The Hon. Charles Augustus lvo])es Dimon was not a

member of the Old Kesidents' Historical Association, but

the prominence^ of his ofHcial position and his recent death

while in active service as Mayor of our citv atford appro-

priate reason for a brief obituary notic(> in this r('[)ort.

Mayor Dimon was l)orn in Fairticdd. Comi.. in 1S41. He
died in this city on May '2\. li)()-J. at tlu^ age of til vears.

He was prominent as a business man. a veteran, soldier, a,

faithful municipal magistrate, a devoted husljand. and a

genial gentleman. When the tolling bells announced his

death the first words which canu' to the lips of the listener

were such as these: "The little cluldren and the poor

people of this city will miss hi)n sadlv." Tt is dithcult to

speak a better eulogy of a man than that. He was

soldier-like in his struggle w ith his iusiduous disease, and

gallantly yielded to tlie ine\itable in tlu^ prime of his

vears. In business, political, and official life his motives

were sincere, and his conduct conscientious. As a polit-

ical opponent he was honorable, courteous, and fair. He
did his duty in public life as lie understood it, \\itliout

fear and without hope of favor. He will he ndssed as a

citizen, and as a faithful puldic otHcer. In private life he

^vas lovable, compani(mable. and worthy of confidence.

May his many virtues be lovingly and long remend)ere(l

by his countless host of friends.

When, on the third day of May. lS(i!). Dr. John O.

Green, the first President of the oru'anization. welcomed
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his associates to the First Ainmal Meeting of the Okl

Kesidents" Historical . Association, he congratnhited them

that a com])k^te organization had l)een made certain and

that it was in readiness to engage in any a])])ropriate work.

He made note of the fact that tlie city of Lowell was at

that time tliirty-three years old. with a jiopnlation of

fortv-five thonsand inhabitants. Dnring the thirty-three

years which have elapsed since this first annual meeting

the poi)nlation of kowell lias more than doubled in

number. This Society came into existence in the

December of iSbJS. In the interim of a score and

fourteen years it has stood in readiness to do its appro-

priate work, which work was. in the language of its

constitution as then writttm. to '-collect, arrange, preserve,

and perha])S from time to time publish any facts relating

to the history of the city of Lowell, as also to gather and

keep all printed or written documents as well as traditional

evidence of e\ery description relating to the city.'" Five

published ^()lnmes of data relative to the welfare of our

beloved citv. with material enough for the pul)lication of

another volume, are offered as evidence of some of tlie

''appropriate work " which has been accomplished under

the aus])ices of this organization. If under the law of

evolution it shall merge into a new and larger organic

structure u])on a broadt^r basis and with increased res])on-

sibilities. let us zealouslv labor with renewed enthusiasm

to increase its usefulness and enlarge its sphere of

influence.

Ihit what of the noble, stalwart nuni who instituted

this old Association? The most of them, nearly all, live

but in memorv now. 'llK>ir names are synonyms of

unsullied character. uns\M'r\ ing loyalty, tireless enter})rise,
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and splendid })er.sonal worth. Impressed by the appalHiig

frequency of the solemn admonitions whereby so many of

our prominent citizens have recently passed away in obe-

dience to the summons ^^•hich none can disobey. I cannot

more appropriately conclude this report than by quoting

the Avords which Dr. (jreenc uttered in allusion to those

whose toils and duties were ended during the first year of

his administration:—
'"Happy will be for us. when our summons comes,

the consciousness that our professions haye been practised

under the solemn sanctions of C'hristianity. and their last

exercises closed with a reasonable, religious and boh
hope."

Respectfully submitted.

SOLON W. STEVEXS.

President.

LowfU, .M;iv -js. l'.)u-j.



The Ldsl oj' flic Sdchcnis of lite M crriiii (ic Ixircr

Indiinis. Ihj Chai^les Coirlcij, LL.D. Read
,11(11/ js. is'Jir

It was fortunato that the first laig'lish settlements on

th(^ chores ot' Massachusc^tts IJav were postponed, from

\arious eanses. nntil alter the umi- 1()17. \\\\v\\ the In(Uan

population had Ixhmi i;-rtMtly rediunMl in iinmhiM- hv La
(>ripp(\ It was also iortnnat(> lor the (-(donists that

siweral ot" the principal sarluMns \\\\o wcxc then in

authority here wi>r(> men of a ])eae(\d)l(^ disposition, and

hade tluMn w (.dconie to these shoi'es. Such was Massasoit.

tlu> I'riend ot' ^^'inslow and tlu^ Tilurims ot' Phniouth ; and

such wt>r(.> I'assaconaway and his son W annalaneet. whose

carecM- w t> rtw i(wv today. A hrit^t" >kt't(li y)( the i'athcM'

Avill form a tittinu- pr(dud(,> to that ot" the sou.

Passaeonaway was the chief' saeheui oi' tlu' Indians in

the MtM'riuiac \ alKw when the tirst l-aigdish sc^ttlers

(auu\ lie was horn in the reiiiii ol' (^neen I'di/aheth,

and died iu the ndun ot" Charles the Second; hut neither

his hirth-date nor his diNith-date is known to us. His

nauie iu I'ui^lish means •• The Child ot" the Wcwv :" and it'

he acipunul that uaiuc^ iu his maturer >(Mrs. acctu'diui;" to

the Indian custoui. w (> uia\ iut'cn' that he was supposed

to po-^sess souu> of' tlu" characteristics ol" the hear.

The Merrimac Kiver made its tirst appcarar.ce to

lairopeans in l(i04: unli'ss the XorscMueu of \orund)t^i;a

lu\ird of it (as the late Professor llorsford supposeil) six

hundred years l)i>l"ort\ ^^'(> learu froui De Mouts that.

whiU^ talking;- with tlu^ Indians on \\w haidvs o( the l\i\(M-

St. Lawrence iu tlu^ sumnun- of UU)4. Chami)laiu was

* Proviou>ly reail liet'ore the Massachusetts Soi-ioty of Colonial Danu's, and tlit

New Kiiirlaml Historic Oononloi^ical Sociotv.
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told \)\ tlicin lli:i1 tlici'c \\:is ;i ^i-cjit ri\('r f;ir lo llic

soutli, wliicli flowed into the sen. whicli llicx (idled tlic

Mcrriiiiiic.

Ilow loiii; the \\;itci^ ol tlic McniiiKic li;id iiiiii-

iiiiiicd to the Indians cars hcloic I'assaconaw a\ "s lime we

do not know ; hnt a ir\\ )cars ai^o Mr. ('liailcs \\ . I'lcs-

fott of ("oncord. Mass.. nnco\ cicd npon his faian in lliat

town two Indian lircplaccs. wliicli lia\c Ix'cn vi^ilcd l)\

^•('olo^ists. w lio. jndi;inL;' iVom the (lc|)lli of cailli accnnni

latcd npon tlicni (>onM' fonr or li\(' Icctj. con jcctnic llial

tlicx nia\ l)c loni- or live lliou'-and \cais old. 'riic>c lire-

places wru' round in loi'in and consisted of stones, wln<'li

were licatcd hy hnrniii*^' wood npon tlieni ; and 1)\ llie

heat of Ihesc stones, after hriishin^' aside IJie liicN.

the Indians haked their cake and cooked their \enison.

When the Lowell and Xaslina Kailroad wa-- hidit in

1H;)(). (pdte a nundier of Indian fireplaces wei'c iincoNcred.

seve|-al feet helow tli(; surface of the soil.

Dni-ini;- the first twenty }ears of the se\enfeentli c(ii~

tur\, N'afious na\i_nators \isited the adjacent coasts : (io>-

iiold, I'rin^'. ('haniplain. \\('\niontli. Sndtli. \ ines and

otheis. ( 'Die shortdived I'ophatn colon\ . plaiiled in l()0(i.

was within l^issacona w ay s domain. j These navigators

and coloidsts. of course, conininnicated wilh so)ne o( the

Indians; hut no recoi'ds now extant show tlia,t the} had

arn coniriniincation with Passaco)iaway. If the men who

settled on the Saco in Ui'io, or those who settled at Doxcr

Xeck. X. II.. in the sprini;,' of Iti'JI. had an\ commnidca-

tion with Passacoiiawa\ at tjie time of their settlements,

thcM'o is no record of the fact extant. Ili^ name appears

for the first time in the snmmer of \i')'2[. in tlie naii-ative

of ('aptain ('hristopher Lo\ett's \ova^c from IJiistol in
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old England to Xew England, in the ship Archangel,

edited by the Hon. James Phinney Baxter and pnblished

by the Gorges Society at Portland. Maine.

Entering the Piscataqna River near Odiorne's Point,

where Gorges' colony had landed a few months before.

Captain Lovctt lay at anchor several days, and there,

among others, met Passaconaway, whom he calls Conway
— [)erhaps becanse he snpposed that to be his snrname. or

perhaps beciiuse he wished to })lease Lord Conway, who

was one of the promoters of his enterprise in England.

There is nothing in Lovetts narrative to indicate that

I'assaconaway was snrprised to see white men or the ships

of white men. He or his people had probably seen some

of the Erench and English vessels which had pre^ionsly

touched upon his domain. Captain John Snnth. who

exi)lored the adjacent coast in ] (> 14. wrote of it as follows :

—

•• X(f(emker/}\ tliongh it be more rocky ground, for

Aifi/'xti/ is sandv, not nnich inferiour neither for the

harbour, nor arnthing I could })erceive but the multitude

of people : from hence doth stretch into the sea the faire

headliuid Tnf(/(tbi(j::<fif(/(f. now called Cape ^4//. fronted

with the three lies wee called the three Turkes heads ; to

the nortli of this doth enter a great Bay.' where we found

some habitations aiul come iields, they report a laire

lvi\er and at least 'M) habitations doth possesse this

Country. ****** but the Erench having

remained here neere six wcekes. left nothing for us to

take occasion to examine^ the Inhabitants relations, vi::. if

there be three thousand peo})le ujjon those Isles, and that

the River doth ])ierce many dales iourney the entrailes of

that Country." *

* .John Smith's •• The CieneruU Historic of Virt-'inia, New Kng land, etc." (London,

KiML'). pp. -^14. Jl.'v
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This " fa ire rixer "' could have lieeii no otlier tliau the

Merrinuic ; and the Indians whose •M'eport" Smith men-

tions were in amity with Passaconaway, if not actually

suhject to his authority.

After Lovett's visit. Passaconaway was frequently

mentioned by writers of his time— by Thomas ^lorton in

his '• New English Canaan," by Governor Winthrop and

by manv others. He had doubtless heard of the landing of

the Pilgrims at Plvmouth four years before; and they had

doubtless heard of him and of the tribe of which he was

chief.

ft was, perhaps, about the year Ib'iS that Passacon-

away gave his daughter Weetamoo in marriage to Winne-

purket. the Sachem of Saugus. .Fohn (x. Whittier has

sung of this marriage in the " Bridal of Pennacook." in

which he thus describes \\'(>etamoo: —
" C'liild of the Forcstl strmi^' aiid free,

Sli^lit-rohrd, with loosely flow Jul;' Iniir,

She swum i\w l;ik<' or clinilu'd tlif tree.

Or struck t!u' tlyiiiL;' l>ir<l in air."

This • King's Daughter " was married witli festivities

which have never been surpassed in the Merrnnac Valley;

and of course Wannalancet •• assisted " at them. A report

of this " swell wedding,'' such as would appear in the

newspapers, if it took place in our time, would be very

interesting, but none has come down to us.

A gav and festive throng escorted the lovely bride

from her father's rendezvous at Pennacook, now Concord,

N. H., on the Merrimac, to her husband's home on the

Saugus. Some time after, the young ^^ife made a visit to

her father, and her husband furnished her with an escort

worthy of a queen. But when she was ready to return,



3!S0 OLD residents' historical ASSOCIATION'.

her f\ithcr, for some reason which has never been

exphiined, instead of furnishing her with an escort such as

came with her. sent a messenger to Winncpurket to come

to Pennacook and take her back. His son-in law resented

this indignity. '• When she departed from me,'" said

Winnepurket, by a messenger to Passaconaway. '' I caused

my men to escort her to your dwelhng as became a chief.

She now having an intention to return to me, I expected

the same courtesy in returii." Whereupon Passaconaway

became angry too, and Drake, the historian of Poston,

thinks that '' this terminated the connection of the new

husband and wife."" Put it ^vould be chilHng to think

that two lo\ing hearts shouhl be separated on such a

punctiUo. And yet. even among ourselves, trifles light as

this liaxc sometimes started married cou|)l(^s on the road

ending at the divorce court.

Ln l()"2i), as chief sachem of the Merrimac River

Indians, Passaconaway is said to have joined with Runna-

^^it. the sagamore of Pawtucket. and two other sachems,

in a deed conveying to the Rex. John Wheelwright and

four others all the land lying between the Merrimac and

Piscataqua Rivers, east of Pa^^'tucket Falls. For nearly

two hundred years the genuineness of this deed was not

disputed ; but in IS'iO, James Savage denounced it as

spurious ; and there were others who concurred with him.

The arguments for and against this deed are ably mar-

shaled in The memoir of Wheelwright, prepared by

(ioveruor Charles II. Pell of \ew Plampshire, and pub-

lished bv the Prince Society at Boston ; but they cannot

1)0 considered here. In later years, Passaconaway and

Wheelwright, the Pagan and the Puritan, met many

times ; and it is due to both of them to sav that, so far as
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the records show, they met and they parted always as

friends. Wheelwright ^\'as a friend of 01i\er Cromwell

in his college days, and continned his friend nntil his

death.

In IG.Jo-.jit. he visited England, of which Crom-

Avell was then " Lord Protector/" a king in fact, thongh

never crowned ; and was C'romwells guest at Whitehall,

and probahly gave him an account of Passaconawav. as he

afterwards gaA'(> PassacouaA\ay a Acry interesting account

of Cromwell and Cromweirs public and domestic life.

In 1()81, (iovernor Thomas Dudley wrote a letter to

the Countess of Lincoln, whom for many years he had

served as steward, in which he says: •• Upon the river

Merrimac is seated a sagamore (Passaconawav) iKning

under his command four or ti\ e hundred men ;

" meaning,

of course, men capable of tighting, and iini)lying that the

whole tribe numbered from titteen hundred to two thou-

sand souls. Dudley also informs the Countess that, for

about eight years previously. (li\ers merchants of Bristol

and other [)orts in the ^^'est of England had sent shi])s to

this coast e\ery year during the tishing season to trade for

beaver.

Dudlevs letter gives us a hint of the want of liouse-

liokl accommodations which the colonial sire^ and colonial

dames then suft'ered, saying that he had no table to write

on, and no place to sit but by his kitchen tire, and that he

had to write upon his knee.

Passaconaw'avs friendliness to the colonists A\as

shown on many occasions, sometimes under very trying-

circumstances. In Se[)tember, 1(>]'2. one Jenkins of Cape

Porpoise, in Elaine, luning been murdered while asleep in

a wigwam of one of his tribe, Passaconaw ay at once caused

the murderer to l)e arrested and deli\ercd to the colonial
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authorities for trial and ])innshinont. without waiting for

anv requisition, although Cape Pori)oise was upon his

extreme limits.

In September, 1(>38. certain commissioners were

appointed to lay out the northern boundary of the Massa-

chusetts Bay Colony, including New Hampshire. They

ascended the Merrimac \'alley three miles beyond the

junction of the Pemigewasset and Winnepissiogee rivers,

where the city of Franklin now stands, and cut a deep

mark in a great pine tree; but tluur expedition was other-

wise without recorded incident.

Tn l()4"i. upon a suspicion that a conspiracy was

forming among the Indians to extirpate the English, armed

men were sent out to arrest some of the principal sachems.

Forty men were sent to arrest Fassaconaway. but tailed to

tind him. Thev however arrested Wannalancet. and led

him with a rope in a most insulting manner. He con-

trived to loosen the rope and escape, but was tired upon,

and retaken. Jlis scpiaw was also captured.

Upon ascertaining that the conspiracy, which they had

suspected, had no existence, the colonial authorities sent

excus(>s to Passaconaway for their rash conduct, and an

invitation to come to Boston and confer with them. His

rei)ly shows how he ap})reciated the outrage done to

Wannalancet and his s(piaw: "Tell the English, when they

restore mv son and his scpiaw. I will talk witli tlu>m.""

In tlie same year (1(542). Darby Field of Portsmouth,

N. JL, made the iirst ascent of Mount Washington ever

made by a white man.

In 1()44. Passaconaway signed an agreement which is

still extant, placing hiuL^elf under the colonial authorities.

In 1()47, the liev. John I^liot made his first visit to

Pawtucket Falls for missionary work among the Indians.
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It was in the lishing season, and a i^Teat multitude of the

natives was there. Passaconaway and two of liis sons

were there ; but they withdrew on Ehot's a])})roach. fear-

ing, perhaps, a rej)etition of the outrage perpetrated upon

them in l(J4'i.

But when Ehot ^isited Pawt'icket in l()4s. Passaeon-

awav and his sons remainecL and hstened with respectful

attention to his preaching. Eliot"s text was the ninth

verse of the hrst chapter of Malachi, which lie ])arai)hrased

thus: '-From the rising of the sun. to the gohig down

of the same, thy name shall be great among the Indians
;

and in every place prayers shall be ottered to thy name,

pure prayers, for thy name shall be great among the

Indians." Then and there began a friendship between

I^liot on the one hand and Passaconaway and Wannalaucet

on the other, which was broken only by deatli. In a

letter, dated Octoljer 29. HUD. Kliot says that Passacon-

awav, after hearing him again, ••did exceeding earnestlv

and importunately invite me to come and live at his place

and teach them." After tins. Passaconaway and \\ anna-

lancet heard Eliot again and again, not onlv wluM'e Powell

now stands, but also at Nashua, at Manchester, and

perhaps at other places.

In KioO. Mrs. Anne Bradstreet. wife of Governor

Bradstreet and daughter of (ioxcrnor Dudley,

"Tlu' /"IS hlrii lit tliiit ancient tiiiif,""

publislu>d in London a volume of her poems, in one of

which she refers, though not by name, to the Merrimac

River, on whose banks she then dwelt in Ando\ei-. She

is described as the •• Penth ^luse recently sprung up in

America."
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Sh(> found Now Enu'land. as many others ha^c since

found her. like

" Cjik'doiiia, stiTii and A\'ild,

Meet nurse for a poetic child."'

In 1652. Captain Simon Willard. Captain Edward

Johnson, and two others, under a commission from Gov-

ernor Endicott, ascended the Merrimac River in a boat to

Lake Winnepisseogee. Whether they met Passaconaway

or not, we do not know ; but Whittier. in his k'gendary

'•Leaves from Margaret Smith's Journal" (])]). 173-174),

gives us the following report as ccnning from Captain

Willard :—
"Tlie companie, consisting of th(> two Commissioners,

and two Surveyors.* and som(> Iiuhans as guides and hunters,

started from Concord about the middle of July, and followed

the river on which Concord lies, until they came to the

great Falls of the Merrimac. at Pawtucket. where they

were kindlv entertained at the Wigwam of a Chief Iiuhan

who dwelt there. They then went on to the Falls of the

Amooskeag, a famous place of resort for the Indians, and

encamped at the foot of a Mountain, under tlie shade of

some great trees, wdiere they spent the next day, it being

the Sabbath. Mr. Johnson read a portion of the Word, and

a Psalm was sung, the Indians sitting on the ground a Httle

wav off, in a \vr\ r(*\(n'ential manner. They then W(>nt

to AnnahookHne. wlicn^ were some Indian cornfields, and

thence, over a wild hillv countrie. to the head of the Mer-

rima(\ at a ])lace called l)y the Indians Aquedahcan.

where they took an observation of the latitude^ and set

their iianu^s upon a great rock, with that of the Worshipful

(Governor John Endicott. Here was the great Lake

• One (if these was John Sherman, an ancestor of the hue John Sherman and of Lienerul

William T. .Sherman.
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Wiiinepisseogee, as large over as an En<;lisli eoiuity. with

manic islands u})on it. vciie green with trees and vines,

and abounding with S(|nirrels and Birds."

They must have known of the great northern trail l)y

^^ hich the Indians traveled from the Valley of the Merri-

mac to the Valley of the St. Lawrence, and h\ A^llich

many a whitc^ captive traveled with weary feet and aching

heart in the later wars with the Indians ; but then" pre-

ferred to follow the line of the Merrimac I{i^er. They

were })robal)ly the tirst Europeans who ever penetrated

those boundless ])arks of spreading oak. birch, walnut and

maple, or those sweet-scented gro\es of pine. s]n'uce

and tir. which then abounded on the ?^lerriiuac.

There is a. })revalent supposition that in tliosc^ days

New England was well-nigh covered witb an impenetrable

forest. Such, however, was not the fact. Mr. A\'arren

H. Manning. Secretary of tlie National Forestry Associa-

tion, most justlv obserMvs that when the tirst settlers came

hither " there were extensive 0])en areas, beaver meadows,

river nu'adows. extensive IniHan cornfields and open

woodlands, which were burned over yearly by the Indians

to encourage the gro\\ tli of grass as well as to nuike hunt-

ing easier. These tires, under favorable conditions,

destroyed the vindergrow tli. scarred many trees and even

destroyed the trees themsehes. Certain sections, burned

bare of trees by such tires, grew u[) again to dense growth

after the settlement of the towns."'

Six j)laster casts ot" this Endicott Kock in Eake ^^'in-

ne[)isseogee were taken l)y the late James B. Francis, one

of which may now ])e seen in Memorial Hall. Lowell. It

formerly l)elonged to the Middlesex ^Mechanics Association.*

* See Dr. Sumuel A. Green's p;iper in volume 5 of the C'ontrilttitions of the iHd

Residents' Historical Assoeiatioa, pages '.'yJl-o-''.
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In 1().")8. the towns of IJilleiica (includinii' Tewks-

bury) and Cliehnsford (including Dracut) were settled by

the Eiii^'lish. Through Eliot's instrumentality, the Wame-
sit reservation was established for Eliot's Indian converts.

Eour similar reservations had previously been created, at

Natick. Stoughton. Grafton and Marlborough, and two

others were afterwards added, at Concord and Ashland.

Thus were seven Christian Indian A'illages founded, each

of them having a log editice which was used for religious

})urposes on Sundays, and for school purposes on otlier

days.

The log edifice erected at ^^'amesit stood about where

the Eliot Church now stands. It remuined through all

changes until 1828 or IS'24. The picture of it which is

shown herewith was prepared from the recollections of

the late Sidney Davis, who often saw it when a boy.

In 165(k Daniel (iookin. one of the Assistants, was

appointed Superintendent of all the Indians who had sub-

mitted to the colonial authorities.

In 1().31). Passaconawavs oldest son. Nanomocomuck,

was im})risoned for a debt of about fortv-tive pounds sterling,

due to one John Tinker from an Indian for whom he had

become suretv ; and he had nothing with which to pay

this debt. AN'annalaiicet and others, by leave of the

colonial authorities, generouslv sold ^^'i(•kasauke Island,

now Tyngs Island, in the ^lerritnac River, near Tyngs-

boro'. containing about sixtv acres, to John Evered. alias

Webb, and therel)y raised the necessary money to pay his

brother's debt.*

* M;iss. Col. Ueconis. Veil. IV. Pan 1. pa-e lo ;. Suffolk Deeds, Lil)er III. paye 307.

^\anllalaIu•et 's name there api)''ar> a.s Waiiamnikasuek. and his failier's as Tassii

Conawav.
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Waiinalancet afterwards ol)taiiicd from the le<;isla-

ture a grant of one hundred acres of other hind. " hecause

he had a great many chihh'en. and no phmting urounds."

But in l()(i-K he rehn(iuished this grant in consideration

that AMckasauke Island was bought back from Evered for

his use ; and thus AVannahmcet was enabled to resume

his occupancy of AMckasauke Island. Still, the white

man. as usual, got the best of the bargain : for. in

exchange for the sixty acres of AA'ickasauke Island. Kvered

received live hundred acres adjoiiung other land of his

own.

Certain early writers tell us that in 1 ()<)() l\^ssa-

conawav made to a \ast assemblv a farewell address.

which thev pretend to report at some length. Ihit the

vStorv is largely if not wholly apocryphal. If Passacona-

wav uttered anv last words at all. they were uttered later

than 1 ()()(). for on Mav !). Kiii'i. he sent a petition to the

legislature 1o give hiiu back a })art of the land in what is

now Litchfield. New ilam])sliire. A\hich he and his people

had formerly occupied. The legislature granted this

modest petition, which indeed could hardly be refused.

Twenty years had not yet ])assed since the old chief sub-

mitted himself to the colonial authorities, and now he

was a beggar, sup])licating for a small strip of land in

Avhat had formerly l)een his own domain ; that domain of

which Whittier sang :
—

''Ilere the miiihty JJaslialia

Held Lis l<)]ii;--uii(|uesti()]i('d s^aw
From tlu' A\'liit(' Hills, I'ar a\\ay.

T(i the ureal sea's sounding' shore."

\o record of the time or place of Passaconaway's

death has l)cen found, and as in the case of Moses. •• no

man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day."
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W;inii;il;iiicet succoodcd him in t]\c saclKMnsliip, liis

older brother h;iving (Ued betbre his father. The same

amicable relations between the I'hii^-lish and the Indians,

which had (\\isted dnriiii;' I'assaconaways reign, were

continned (hiring- the reign of liis son.

Like his father before him. W'annalancet had a

rende/xons on Sewall's Island at Concord, N. 11., and a

fort at Sugar l)all Hill near by; another rendezvous at

Amoskeag 1^'alls. Manchester. N. If. ; another on <in island

at Litchfield. N. II.; another at Nashua; another on

Tyiigs Island; another at Lawtucket Falls, where Lowell

now is ; and another at Pentncket, where llaMrrhill now
is. The Merrimac \'alley had ])owerful attractions for

the huhans — gaiiu^ in the forests, fish at the falls, and

corn in tlie inter\ales.

I'Vom 1 ()();> to 1(511, a savage war raged between the

Inihans of tlie \'allev of the M(>rrimac and the Mohawks
of Northern Xew ^()rk. wliicli proxtul Aery destrnctixe to

both parties, particularly to tlK> Merrimac Uiver India.ns.

In !()()*). fearing further aggrc^ssions from the

Mohawks. W'annalancet came to where JiOwell now^

stands, and built a fort on the hill which is now Ivogers

Park, and surrounded it with palisatles. He remained in

that tort until the danger had pass(Hl. Traces of that

fort w(M'e xisibh' until witliin sixty years.

l-'iom the close of the war with the Mohawks until

Kill tlu^ lite of W'annalancet was without recorded

incidents.

At stated times, (iookin lield his court at Lawtucket

or W'anu'sit, and W'annalancet sat upon the bench with

him and assisted in the administration of criminal justice,

in a log structure wh{>re is now the Boott canal. Eliot
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sometimes aec<)m})anicd Gookin and preached ; and when
Eliot was absent, Nnmpliow, one of his converts, preached.

The contrast between the wooden benches witliont

backs, on whicli the Christian Indians sat in their log

meeting-honse, and the cnshioned pews now occnpied by

the attendants at the Eliot Chnrch. was very great ; but

the first meeting-houses of the English settlers were no

bettivr than those of the Christian Indians. The preach-

ers, however, both English and Indian, often preached

against the growing prevalence of luxury, just as did the

Presbyterian preachers of Scotland Avhen Boswell Aisited

that country. BosAvell, however, thought there Avas no

occasion for such preacliing in the church Avhich he

visited, for he says there Avere not three pairs of shoes in

the Avholc congregation.

On the fifth of May. 1()74. Eliot and Gookin made

one of I heii- customary visits to PaAvtucket, and Avere the

guests of Wannalancet at his Avigwam, near Avhere the

Aycv I lonie for ^'oung Women and Children is situated.

In the e\ening. EHot preached to as many Indians as could

be gathered to hear him. on the parable of the marriage

of the Iviug's son (Matthew 'i'2. verses 1-1 4). Wannalan-

cet gave close attention to the sermon, and in answer to a

recpu'st from l^hot. on the following dav. as reported bv

Gookin. \iv said :
—

••Sirs, you lunt' been ])leased, for years past, in your

abundant love, to applv yourselves particularly to me and

my people, and to exhort, ])ress, and persuade us to pray

to(iod. I am \ery thankful to you for your ])ains. 1

must acknowledge. I have been used to pass all my days

in an old canoe, and noAv you (^xliort me to change and

leave mv old canoe, and embark in a new one, to Avhich I
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have hitherto boon iiinviniiig ; but now I yield myself to

your iichicc, and do engage to pray to God hereafter."

Such is the simple story of Waiinalaiicets conversion.

AA\^ are assured by General Gookin that he afterwai'ds

lived u]) to his professions.

In 1{)7') came King Philip's War. and if Phili[) did

not \ isit Wannalancet in person and endeavor to effect an

alliance with him, it is certain that he sent emissaries to

him ai^-ain and again for that purpose. There is nothing

improbable in the conjecture that Philip, who had horses

of great speed and endurance, rode from Pocanoket to

^^'amesit and had an interview with Wannalancet, either

at Pawtucket Falls or on Fort Hill.* and exerted all his

powers of persuasion to win him to his side. That meet-

ing, whether real or legendary, would form a fine subject

for a painter.

AN'anualancet and some of his people, perplexed in

the extreme, took to the woods ; but this only intensified

the fears of the colonists ; and messengers were sent to

persuade them to return. Failing to reach Wannalancet

in person, the messengers forwarded to him their written

message bv some of his trib(\ and retui'ued to Boston.

Hence, perhaps, it may be inferred that AA'annalancet had

learned to read and write.

Captain Moseley and a hundred armed men were

then sent to find A\'aiinalancet. They marched to Con-

cord. X. IL. but found the fort deserted. They then

barbarously burned all the wigwams, and destroyed all the

dried fish which the Indians had cured for their winter's

food.

* There is no evidence thai Philip ever stood on the rock on Fort Hill which some have

called Kin},' Philip's Kock, though he and Wannalancet may have smoked their pipes

there. That rock has V)een suf.'gested as a base for a statue of General Butler.
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^^'anllalallC(?t and his men must \va\c had the patience

of Job, or they A\'ould have levelled their j^uns upon

Captain ]Moseley and his men, and shot at least some of

them. Gookin says that some of the }Oung Indians were

inclined to do so. but AVannalancet restrained them from

firing- a gun, and ke])t them concealed in the woods. To

a^oid further molestation, ^^ annalancet and his men w ith-

drew still farther into the wilderness, and passed the

winter of 167')-'J() about the headwaters of the Con-

necticut, where moose, deer. l)ear, and other wild animals

a1)0unded. It required no small effort to kee[) out of the

confiict. Crookin says. •• Wannalancet had messengers.sent

to him more than once from the eueinv. urging him to

join with them; but he always refused." Time would

fail to relate what persecutions were endured, and wliat

barbarities were perpetrated upon those helpless Indians.

On all such, today, let the curtain fall.

In July. 1()7(). Wannalancet and his [)eople returned

to AMckasauke Island, where they ^^ere placed under the

guardianship of their friend Jonathan Tyug of Tyngsboro'.

lie called on the Kev. John Fiske of ('lielmsford. and

en([uire(l whether that town had suffered much during the

war. Mr. Fiske re[)lied that they had been liighLy

favored, and had not suffered much, for which he thanked

God. '• Me next," exclaimed Wannalancet, intimating

that, next to God. they should thank him for the peace

they had enjoyed.

Nor did his friendly offices cease with the close of

King Philip's War. In the following March, only six

months after the treacherous massacre of thirty Indians in

his presence at Dover, N. II.. Wannalancet called on

Captain Henchman at Chelmsford to inform him of the

approach of a party to Litchfield, a few miles up the ri^ er.
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The condition of Wannalancet and his })Cople was

now most })itiable. Eliot says the colonists had '• plonghed

and sown all their lands, and they had bnt little corn to

snbsist by." A party of French Indians (of whom some

were of the kindred of this sachem's wife) fell upon

this people, beini>" bnt few and unarmed, and partly by

persuasion, and partly by force, carried them away to

Canada, September 19, 1677. Religion may have played

a part here. The Jesuits had begun missionary work in

Canada forty years before Eliot began his Avork in Mas-

sachusetts, and had persisted in it without interruption

ever since. Wannalancet's wife's brother had become a

convert to Roman Catholicism, and his oldest son had

follo\ved his example. " The only wonder is," as Judge

Potter ol)serves, '• that AVannalancet had not retired long

before and made common cause with the enemy."

How long Wannalancet remained in Canada we do

not know ; but we do know that soon after his (le])arture

and the return of peace such of Eliot's converts as had not

been dispatched to the ''happy hunting grounds" beyond

the clouds were gathered in four towns: Xatick. Stougli-

ton. (irafton, and Wamesit; and probably Wainialancet's

sojourn in Canada was not a long one. The St. Francis

Indians were generally more impressed by the ceremonies

of the Roman Catholic Church than by the simple services

of the Puritans. During this first sojourn in Canada,

^^'annalancet's wife, of whom little is recorded, drops

entirely, as Carlyle would say, •' from the tissue of our

history.

"

It is the o])inion of many who havc^ devoted them-

selves most closely to the study of the Indians, that the

relati\(' [)osition of their women was higher before the

white settlements than it afterwards became. The baser
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traits of the white peo])h^ were more readily adopted than

their better traits, ^^^anllah^lcet's wife was probably not

mnch different from other Indian women. We do not

even know her name. There is but a single anecdote to

be told relating to her. and e\en that is none too well

anthenticated. It rnns as follows : In a mixed company

of English and Indians the })revalence of a diversity of

o])inions was spoken of as sonu^thing to 1)e regretted.

Wannalancet dissented, saying that for himself he was glad

all men did not think alike; for. he said. "If all men
thonght alike they wonld all want my S([naw."" She is

nnderstood to hav(^ been one of those who. when they

attended the Pnritan form of worship, thonght it good, l)nt

afterwards, when they attended the Roman Catholic form

of worship, liked that better.

On the eighth of September. Kis.'). the anthorities

of Massaclmsetts. which tiien inclnded New IIaui[)>hire,

made at Concord, X. \[.. a treatv with the Indians,

in which, among other tlnngs. they agreed to reward

Wannalancet and others lor [)ast services ; ;ind on the

seventeenth the snm of ten ponnds. in moncx and cloth-

ing, was distribnted among them.

In lt)S5, AV'annalancet and the Indians ;ir Pa^vtncket,

Wamesit, Nashna, Merrimack and Litchfield sold their

lands in those places to Jonathan Tynii' and others, reserv-

ing onlv their riglits of hnnting and fishing.

Soon after this sale, it is nnderstood that A\'annalancet,

and those participating with him in tliat transaction, joined

the St. Francis Indians in Canada. Six years elapsed

before we hear of him again. He had befriended the

colonists (hiring King Pliilip's War; he had l)efriended

them dnring the war which followed the death of Philip ;

and thongh his services had been well recognized by snch
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men as Eliot and Gookin. they liad been tardily and poorly

appreciated by the anthoritics ; and many of the colonists

made no distinction l)etween them and the hostile savages,

and held, like General Sheridan in later times, that -'the

only good Indian is the dead Indian."

Thncydides somewhere speaks of tlie •• l)lessed art of

forgetting-." The gentle Wannalancet certainly practiced

that "blessed art" to perfection.

Ihit there are limits to human endurance. Although

Wannalancet had forgiven and forgotten, or tried to forget,

the barbarities inflicted upon himself and his people, there

Avere kinsmen and tribesmen of his who could neither

forgive nor forget those barbarities ; and they would have

been less (or more) than human if those barbarities had

provoked no reprisals in the conflict known as King

WillianTs War— the war between the adherents and allies

of the Stuarts and the sup])orters of William of Orange.

Itemembering the hel[) which they had recei\ed

from Wannalancet daring King Philip's ^^'ar and the

Avars which followed the death of Philip, the colonists,

particularly those in the frouti(M' towns. Acarned for the

lu'esonce and help of Wannalancet once more. So. in

l()l)2, messengers were sent to Canada to ])ersuade

A^'annalancet to come back to Massachusetts to "the

help of the Lord and His saints." He came, and as

long as that war lasted he was diligent in season and

out of season in the ser^ ice of the colonial sires and

colonial dames of his rinH\ His presence gave them a

sense of safety and scH-uritv which they had not enjoyed

during his absence in Canada.

But wIku'c now were the friends of his earlier

years { Tlu> saintly Eliot had gone to his grave in

the old Roxburv Ceineter\ two vears before. General
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Gookiii had gone to his gnue in Cambrid^'e in 1()S7.

The Ilev. John Fiske liad gone to Ids grave in Chehns-

ford hi 1677. The '-praying towns" now hved only in

memory.

Tiie h)g meeting-house and school-house at Wamesit

remained standing (as we said) until iS'io or "'^4.

"^'he log court house (lisai)i)eared long Ix'fore. we know
not when or how. It may have heen torn down or

burned; it may. like the "rude bridge*" at Concord, of

whicli iMnerson sang. lia\c' gone

•'Down thf (lark si ream wliicli scawaid (rci.'i)s."'

That Eliots Indian reservation ndght ha\e flourished

and continu(Ml for generations is e\ident from the fact

that other Indian reservations \va\v continued to this

day— six in A\'estern New York. ti\e in the Indian

Territory, others in Canada, one on the Paniunkev River

in A'irginia. and others elsewliere. 'idle Ijest elements

among the colonists, the most benevolent colonial sires

and dames. dee])ly regretted the maltreatment wliicli the

Indians received from {\w l)aser whites, and which

ended in tludr extinction or t^xile.

In the writings of the Aarious authors who have

referred to \A'annalancet heretotbre. little or nothing has

been said of the last four years of his life. Judge Potter,

perhaps more than any other writer, made A\'annalancet

the subject of careful studv. ihit tliere were se\eral

interesting facts in the life of the chief which eluded the

researches of the learned historian of Manchester. So far

as Judge Potter could ascertain, the record of the last of the

sachems of the ^lerrimac I\i\er Indians closes with his

first retreat to Canada. Put in one of the many historical

notes with which tlie learned editor of the Province Laws,
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Hon. Abiicr ('. (ioodcU. has enriched the seventh volnme

of those Ltiws, we find ;i docnment which for nearly two

liun(h'ed years liad been bnricd in the Archives of Massa-

cluisetts, and which shows us AVannalancct a solitary and

pathetic figure, subsisting- on the charity of the Province

in a land which was once his own. It is the petition of

Colonel .Jonathan Tyng, one of the first settlers of Tyngs-

boro". then a part of Dunstable, stating that Governor Sir

AVilliain Phip[)s. in compliance with Wannalancet's re(piest,

had s(Mit him to Tyng's house and had re(iueste(l Tyng to

supply him with })rovisi()ns, and promised that they should

be i)aid for by the Pro^'ince. Tyng further states that lor

almost four )ears he had sup})lied Wannalancet with food

and a good part of his clothing, and that upon his death,

in l(i9(), he had buried the remains of the old chief. '• lie

liaving showed himself friendly to the English in the

former war. and now [in King AVilliam's War], authority

would not sufier him now in his old age to be ill-treated."'

Tvng was allowed £'20.*

Four vears had passed since AVannalancet's final

return from ('aiiada. where tho otlu'r survivors of his tribe

found a liome, and wlun-e their (Uvscendants still live. It

became th(^ practict> of the colonial churches to admit

Indian conv(n-ts to meiubtM-ship wiiere there was no Indian

church to receive them ; and if tlie records of the church

at Dunstable, which then included Tyngsboro', could be

recovered, they would probably show that Wannalancet

was a memb(>r of that cluirch. and a regular attendant at

its ser\ ices.

As A\'annalanc(>t trod the banks of the ^lerrimac

during those four lonelv vears, he must often have been

'I'rovinco Laws. vol. T. pp. Vrl and ")')9. Massachusetts Archives, vol. 30, p. 426.
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visited by thoughts like those which the Georgia poet puts

iuto the mouth of the Semiuole chief. Osceohi. wlieu

piniug away a prisoner in Fort Mouhrie :
—

".My life is like tlu' |iiiiits wliicli t'cet

I lave, left oil 'rampirs <Icscrt slraiid :

Sddii as tlu' risiiii!,' tide shall heat.

All trace shall \aiiisli Iroiii Ihc land.

\'('t, as if n'l'ir villi;' to ctl'acc

All vt'sli^-c of till' huniaii race,

( )ii that loiie shore loiid moans the sea ;

Uul none, alasl to mourn for me."

W hen the end came. \A'aiinalanc(1 was doulith'ss

buried in th(^ i)rivate cemetery of th(^ Tyngs. it being the

custom for those liaving such cemeteries to bury tlieir

guests, ami tlieir s(>rvants. whether bond or tree, wlietlier

white, black or red. as well as their own kitb and kin. in

their private bur\iiii;' grounds.

About six months after \\'annalancet"s death, Hannah

Dustin halted at Tyng's house o\er night, on her way back

to Haverhill. IVom whicli she had been captured a few

days b(>fore.

About fitly years after the passing of AN'aniialancet.

the Rev. (jieorge W'liitetield visited what is nnw Tyngs-

boro". and preached, on the hillside in front of the Tyug

house, where he was (mtertained. to a large concourse ot

people from all the region round about.

The Tyng house was then oc(ai[)ied by fdeazer Tyng.

Jonathan's son, Avliose grave is to be seen in the old Tyng

cemetery.

The Colonial Dames of Georgia lune honored the

memorv of Ticolomichi. the Indian chief with whom



400 OLD IiESIDE>;TS" HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

\\ liitctiold cstablislu'd fViciidlv relations in South Carolina

and (icor^ia, by placing- a bonldor. suitably inscribed, over

the spot in Court Scpiare, Savannah, wli(>re he \\as

buried, Ciovernor Oglethorpe following his remains as chief

mourner. Will not the Colonial Dames of Massachusetts

honor the memory of Wannalancet in a similar way ?

- JNlr. Henry James and otluM's haye lamented the lack

of historic inspiration for j)rose or Acrse in this country.

Lord Byron, on the other hand, turning in disgust from

the shatns and hy[)ocrisies of the old w^orld. contem])lated

the uncorrui)ted heroes of the new world, white, l)lack. and

co])j)(M' colored, with buoyant hoi)e ; and Kufus Clioate,

seventy years ago. extolled th(> colonial age as the heroic

age of America. 'I'he epoch of King Philip's war, M^an-

nalancet's own epoch, had sj)ecial charms for that matchless

orator. More than once, wntli an elo{[ueiice which no

living man approached, did Mr. Choatc^ express the ardent

wish that some such genius as Sir \\'alter Scott would

"undertake in earnest to illustrate^ that early history by a

scries of romantic compositions in ])i-ose or yers(\ like

* AVaverley ' and 'The l^ady of the Lake.'" Certainly every

lover of New l^ngland, e\ery lover of literature, would

concur with ]\Ir. Choate in the desire to see our natural

scenery invested with the same interest and enriched with

the same glamour which Scott has given to the Highlands

of Bonnie Scotland. In our mountains and lakes there are

many scenes which ri\al. nay. siu'pass the hills and lakes

of Caledonia :
—

" l>;ni(l of liidwii licatli ;m(l sh:i,!j,i;'y wood,

Liiiid of the niouiilaiii and llic Hood.'"

Some such purpose seems to have moved John CI.

Whittier to write his '-Leaves from Margaret Smith's
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Journal, "' a navel full of tlic facts and tlic fharactcrs of the

colonial era. l)ut almost devoid of that Promethean lieat

which alone can ilhinune those facts and make tliose

characters live ai^'ain. Its cliaracters. like most of those in

('oo[)er"s novels, are white men witii ln(H;in names. The

genius wliicli Choate's pi-ophetic eve foresaw will yet

ai)pear. In the verse of Philip l'"reu(Mu and in the pi-ose

of Fi'ancis Parkman we hnd abundant indications that tlic

Walter Scott of Ne\v I'-nii'land is surcK cominu', and none

will li'reet him more \\"arnd\' than the ('olonial Dames.

WANNA LANCET ML.MOIil AL rAi;LLI".

Shorth' after the readini;' of the foi'e<^-oini;' ])a[)er

before them, the Massachnsctts SocictN of Colonial Dames

patrioticallv resolved to ])lace a hron/c tablet upon one of

the boulders lyinii,' near tlu^ colonial mansion-honvc of

Colonel Jonaihan 'I'vul;,'. to per])etnate the memor\ of the

gentle, peacedoxing sachem \\\u) \\a-> Tmi^s guest during

the last four vears of his life, and who may lia\c ^pcnt

those vears in the same house which now stands (jii the

adjacent hill. Certainlv. this house sufHciently marks the

place of A\ aiinalancct's last abode, and is \ei'y neai' to the

town cemeter\'. originally the prixate cemetery of the

Tyngs, and where, no doui)t. the icmaiirs of \\ annalancet

were buried.

Colonel 'r\ng continued to r(-si(le here till ITl^J. when

he renio\('d to ^^'oburn. \\ herf he died in 17'J1. 11 is sou

l'"deazer succeeded him. and. in 1"/N'J. whs himself suc-

ceeded bv his daughter. Mrs. Sarah W'iiislow. who was

instrumental in causinii- Tvuiisboro" to be so named in
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honor of her grandfather, Jonathan Tyng. By her hist

Avill. probated Xovcmher 1, 1791, Mrs. AVinslow bequeathed

to her cousin, Dudley Atkins Tyng, of Newbury, this

mansion-house in Tyngsboro', and the great farm adjoining

the same, with all the buildings thereon, together with her

interest in Tyng's Island.

In the summer of 19()"2, a committee of the '-Dames'"

visited this house and cemetery, and selected the largest

boulder near to both of them as the site of the proposed

tablet.

Tradition said that the Re"\'. George Whitefield had

preached one or twice in Tyngsboro' l)efore it was set

off from Dunstable, and had been entertained at the Tyng

house, then the best in the town; and the Honorable

Samuel A. Green, of Boston, found among his papers a

copy of the Boston Gazette which fully confirmed that

tradition. Whitefield preached in the open air with a

bnvdder for his pul})it, but his visit was some fifty years

after Wannalancet's death ; and the " Dames " thought it

best not to mar the unity of their work by coupling that

incident with the memory of \^'annalancet.

Delays ensued in obtaining for the town conveyances

from the proprietors of the laud on which the bonlder

stands. The tal)let was then ])repared. and securely

riveted to the boulder, and dedicated November '21, IDOl.

Mrs. Geori>-e 8. Hale, president of the Society, was

pi-e\ented bv sickness from attending the dedication and

making the dedicatory address. ^Nlrs. Clarke, the vice-

president, had recently died ; and Miss Rose E. Lamb, the

Society's secretary, had charge of the dedication. Among
the '-Dames"' present were Mrs. Henry R. Dalton, Mrs.

A\'illiam Tudor. Mrs. Frank O. Parker. Mrs. Barrett Wen-
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dell. Miss Adeline Bigelow, Mrs. Sarah H. Crocker. Mrs.

Joseph G. Eaton, Mrs. Harold C. Ernst. Mrs. Charles

Smith, all of Boston ; Mrs. Cninmings. of Portland ; Miss

Cnshing, of Xewhuryport ; and Mrs. Tnckernian, of New
York.

The Milage Improvement Society assisted at the dedi-

cation, its vice-president, lve^ . William Brown, presiding.

The Rev. E. Mctor Bigelo\v, pastor of the Eliot

Chnrch of Eowell. which marks the s])ot where the Indian

log meeting-honse once stood, and others of that chnrch ;

the Rev. Sarah A. Dixon, pastor of the Congregational

Church in Tyngsboro'. and others of that church, were

])resent. Members of the Old Residents' Historical Asso-

ciation, now the Lowell Historical Society, and mend)ers

of Passaconaway Tribe of the Inn)roved Order of Red

]Men. were also present. Notwithstanding the prevalent

sickness, the attendance was large, and included Misses

Melinda and Charlotte ^litcliell. of J^akeville, tlie onlv

living descendants of Massasoit. the sachem of the Pocano-

ket Indians, and friend of tlie Pilgrims of Plymouth. The

younger of tlu^se sisters wore tlie costume of an Indian

princess.

Last but by no means least. Chief Joseph Laurent,

the pr(>sent chief of the St. Francis Indians, came from his

distant home at Pierreville. in the Province of (Quebec, to

assist in doing this honor to the memory of tlie former

chief of the ancestors of many of those who own his gentle

swav.

After visiting the boulder bearing the taljlet and the

cemetery where the dust of Wannalancet mingles with the

dust of the Tyngs. the assembled people re])aire(l to the

Tyng mansion on the adjacent hill.
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The ]vcv. A^'illianl Brown, pastor of the I'nitanaii

Church ill Tyng-sboro", calletl the meeting to order, and

introduced Judge Charles Cowley, of Lowell, who made
the dedicatory address, as follows: —

The purpose of the memorial tablet, which the Massa-

chusetts Society of Colonial Dames has uow^ jilaced upon

this boulder, is to recall the memory, and perpetuate the

record, of certain interesting events in colonial history

whicli were associated with tliis place, and which liave

made it. in a real sense, a historical shriii(\

The fact that, in 1()S(), Wannalancet and otlier

Indians in the ^alley of the ^Nlerrimac transferred tlieir

hinds to Jouatlian Tyiig and other English settlers, and

soon afterwards joined the St. Francis tribe in Canada, has

been pretty well known ever since it took place ; but the

facts tliat. six years later, in 16!)v?. Wannalancet was

requested l)y tlie Provincial authorities to return to Massa-

chusetts, and did return, and resided here with Colonel

Tyng until his death in 1()9(). and was buried by Tyng here

by the river which he loved so well— these facts, strange to

say, were lost sight of liy historians for several generations.

l)ut were aii'ain brou<>'ht to lio'lit bv the Honorable Abiier
r^ ~ O *

C. (joodell. of Salem, a few years ago. while editing the

IVovince Laws.

In selecting a recipient for their bronze, the Colonial

Dames have shown much discrimination and a wise

preference^ for a remote antiquity, 'i'hey cast about for the

oldest '' settlers," and in the boulders on this hill they

found '-squatter sovereigns'" far older than any white

settlers— far older than the red men whom the whites

displac(Hl ; pilgrims from afar, borne hither by the glaciers

thousands of years before the Mayflower ploughed the
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waters of Massaclmsetts Bay. What hotter settiiii;- could

])C jH'iviMi to auv historic tablet than the hrow of this

ancient ininiiiirant. whici;. carries the mind hack to remote

i^'coloLi'ical periods, when the waters of the Merrinrac tirst

hei^-an to wvdv a channel to the sea!

'• Beautifnl for sitnation." as was Zions Hill, is this

earh home of Colonel Tvni^'. Still more beautiful was the

friendshi]) which was formed between Tynii,' and Wauna-

lancet, which endured as long as they li\c'(l. The Mingo

chief, Logan, bereft of wife and children, in contemplation

of death, pathetically asked. • Wdio is there to mourn for

Logan r" But no such (juestion was asked by W'anna-

lancet. Joe L^nglish was living to mourn for him. and

doubtless there were others of his own color to mourn for

hiai. Tvng buried him. Tyng mourned for him.

Other white men and white women mourned for liim,

as w(dl tliev might ; for as long as ^^'annalancet lived

here uith them, on wliat were then the frontiers of civili-

zation, his i)reseuce ga\(> them a scuisc of secairity from

hostile Indians which they ne\er had during the wars

which followed his death.

Daniel AVebster lo\ed to describe to his friends the

place o! his birth on the frontiers of civilization, and lo\ed

to tell them that the smoke of his fatiier's chinniey

ascended nearer to the North Star than that which arose

from any other chimney south of Canada. So it was with

the smoke from Tyng's chinuiey. the smoke of the tire by

which Tyng and his wit'e sat with AVainialancet during the

long eycnings of four lonely winters, regaling each other

with incidents of the past. (^f course, they loved the

river: from it they galheted abundance of tisii ; and.no

doubt, they loved the solitutle of the wilderness winch this
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place then was, full of game, full of mystery, and full of

peace, bringing to their minds tliose thoughts of Avhich

]Milton had sung:—
'• Those tliou.nhts that wainhT tlirdu^h Ktcniity."

For what they have done to renew these memories

and make a permanent memorial of them here, the

})atriotic ladies, the Colonial Dames, deserve the gratitude

of the people of the Merrimac valley.

Solon W. Stevens. Es(j.. was introduced as ])resident

of what is now the Lowell Historical .Society, and spoke

as follows :
—

^Jr. Chairman : It is not hv Ava^ of repeating a

hackneyed excuse, but in the utterance of a ])ositive truth

^^hen I say I am completely taken bv surprise when asked

to say anything at this interesting hour. This certainly is

a historic spot and the scene of many interesting events

which form a ])relude to the beginning of the growth of

the thrifty and prosperous city of Lo^^•ell and its adjacent

towns. Some of us are so familiar Avith it in its present

ap])earance that we do not realize how many historical

associations cluster around it.

The naire of the man AA'annalancet. to whose

memor\ this tablet has been placed on Aonder boulder by

these entcM'prising ladies, carries us back in imagination

through more than t^^() centuries of time, wlien this

localitv was tbe fVoiiticM of ciN ilization in this region. It

takes us back to tlie time when the son of Passaconaway.

of whom it was said •• lu^ could make the trees dance and

water biu'n," was not oidv a tVieiid to the white people

but their defender auainst the savaa'e Mohawks and other
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tribes. And this, too, because the man whose memory we
commemorate today had been brought under the influence

of Christianity by John Kliot. Avho trained tlie Indian to

be a law-abiding citizen.

This s[)ot is also historic because it is said a with great

])robability of truth that the zealous preacher Whitetield

proclaimed the gospel to the peo])le living in this section

in later years. And perhaps this very l)oulder which has

been marked today was the pul[)it from which his utter-

ance was given.

It is both interesting and })rotitable amid such sur-

roundings as these to l)ring to mind such trains of thought

as those sui^o-ested bv ^Ir. C'owlev's address, for in this wav

we can get a little glim])se of the great process of evolution

wdiicli is going on not onlv in changing the face of nature

but in lilting the humau race from a lower to a higher

plane.

^luch credit is due these r{^presentati>es of the

'•Colonial Dames" for interest in this event. For it is by

the simple act of marking these historic spots that the

peo])le of future days may knoAv that history is not a

myth, and that facts cannot be erased by speculation or

ariiument.

Judge Samuel P. liadley was introdufcd. '• I have

taken a good deal of int(u-est in colonial affairs." he said-

••and 1 am glad to be here on this occasion. In my days

of vonth the l)ovs and girls took more interest in iiistorical

matters than they do at the present time. They knew

about our Indian history. It A\as perhaps from this very

boulder that ^^'hitefield preached. In my boyhood we

could find Indian arrow heads and arrows in some places,
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and it was not at all uncommon to take home with mo
some Indian relics after a visit to Tyng's Island. There

were in those days an Indian fort and an Indian hurling

ground near Lowell, and 1 regret that there are no traces

of them to(hiy.

"

Joseph II. (iuillet, Kst].. of Lowell. })resident of the

Franco-American Historical Society of the United States,

then introduced Chief Joseph Laurent, who was greeted

with great applause, for which he returned thanks. As

the present chief of the St. Francis tribe, which embraces

all li\ing descendants, so far as known, of the tribe of

which W'annalaucet was chief, he said he felt that there

Avas a j)eculiar titness in his assisting in thus honoring

Wannalancet's memory. I5y re([uest he told the storv of

a silver medal, three inches in diameter, which he wore

round his neck, and which was gi\en to his grandfither by

King ( ieorge III ot I'higland, lie told the story in English,

and the ladies asking' for a little talk in the lanu'uau'e of

his j)eople. he gave the same thing in the Indian tongue.

He then g;ive it in French. No one present understood

the Indian speech, hut all pronounced it very nuisical.

The " Datnes." most of whom understand French, pro-

nounced the chiefs French perfect. In reply to questions,

he said he was born on the St. Francis Heservation about

si\tv-two years ago. and became chief on the death of his

fat 1 KM' in 187!). and has held that otHce ever since. He
has been twice m;u-ried. and has had ten children.

The chief said he did not sp(>ak Fnglish Aery well.

In his younger (hiys when he might have mastered the

tongiR'. he said, he was busy earning a living for his

familv; then he had hunted for twenty years, an occupa-

tion tliat was not conducive to the studv of lani>'uaiJ"e.
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The 11q\. Yj. \ ic'tor IJiiiclow cx|)r('sscMl his plcasm-e

at heiiiii,- present, and liis keiui interest in local liistorv;

bnt curtailed his remarks on account of the shoi-tn(\ss of" the

time. For the same i-eason otluMs. who ^^()nl(l have been

heard, refrained iVom spcNdvinii,'.

J. Franklin ])ancroft. l''s([.. of 'rynii,sl)oro". in behalf

of the town, returned thanks to .ludiic C'owh^y toi- his

valuable contribution to the history of the town and for

ori^inatiiii>' the ])roject of the taljlet ; to the Colonial

Dames for ado])ting- that jiroject and ])lacino- the tablet on

that boulder; and to tlu^ proprietors of the land on which

the boulder rests for giviuL;- that land to tlie town. l>iiilit

I'efreshments were then serxcd by the ladies of tlie \'illai;-e

Improvement Association, the cups and saucers beiui.;- of

the approved colonial blue. The company then separated.

The inscri[)tion on the tablet reads as follows: —
o-

In Uiis pliu-e

lived iluriiit; Iun hist vears
ami aicil in liism'

WANNA LAXCKT
Last Sachem of Merriinai' Kivor Imlians

O Son of Passacunaway
Like his father a faithful

f I ienil of till! early .New
Euyland Colonists

Placed by the Massachusetts Society
<.if Colonial Dames

o-

Miss IIarri(4te IJea. of Towell. wvW known for her

studies in geology, says :
•• The boulder with the \\ anna-

lancet tablet is one of a long series of iiranite boulders that

seem to have come down in a line. 1 think I made it from

northeast to southwest. 'Jlun-e are othei- boulders scattcn-ed

about promiscuouslv and they are all granitic. Some ha\e

more (piartz than othei-s ; but there is one line running

across that tield l)ehind the barn. A\here immense ones ha\e
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been dropped. The ledge is probably ([uitc a way uj) north.

There are ledges nearer the village, bnt I hardly think

thev were originally the home of these travellers. The

hill is })ictnres(|ne with the rocks and trees, and the soil

seemed good lor [)a.stnrage. Isn't that old honse a

treasnre I Only it is dilapidated. It ought to be })reserved.

The tablet is in a charming sj)ot. This granitic rock or

gneiss means an early formation, probably Cambrian."

• CHIEF JOSEPH LAURENT S RECEl'TION.

The Tassaconaway I'ribe of the Impro^ed Order of

Ked Men. of Lowell, took much interest in AVanna-

lancet"s historv ; sent a delegation to the meeting in the

Unitarian Church at Tyngsboro". May "). IDOL the anni-

versarv of \Vannalancet"s con^•ersion. when Judge Cowley

read his paper on the old chief; and also sent a delegation

to assist in the dedication of the tablet to his memory. In

the evening following the dedication. Passaconaway Tribe

gave a puhlic reception to Chief Joseph Laurent in

Memorial Hall. ]Mr. ()li\er A. Libhy. Sachem of the

Tribe, spoke as follows:—
Ladies and Gentlemen: It is a great pleasure to

me. as Sachem of Passaconaway Tribe of the Improved

Order of Ked Men. to welcome at this time the chief of

the descendants of the red men -who once made their home

on these hiinting-gronnds. but who, having been dispos-

sessed of their lands, and liaving become reduced in

nnmbers. joined the Abenaki tribe of St. Francis, Canada,

and became amalgamated with them. The ritual of our

Order is based ii})on the ceremonies j)racticed by the
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al)orii4inal red men in their religious and other ohservances,

and is intended to impress its members with the lofty ideals

and noble character of the ])rimitive red men.

The Improved Order of Ked Men is the oldest fraternal

organization in existence, of purely American origin. It

is the lineal descendant of the Sons of Lil)erty, who. for

more than ten years prior to the Declaration of Independ-

ence, by their actiNc work paved the way for that inmioi'tal

act. In 1711 to l.SOO many of the societies of Sons of

Lib(>rtv were merged into societies of St. Tamina. and in

ISl;] it took on another form in the Society of Red Men.

It lS:]o it was reorganized as the Improved Order of Ked

Men. It is true that the societies existing prior to ISlo

made no use of the name •' Red Men ""

as a part of the title

b^ which thev were known. "St. Tammany's Society"

was the frequent appellation in the Middle and Southern

States. The organization at Boston and elsewhere of

17().) and later, known as the ''Sons of Liberty," })receded

the Tammanv Societies, and was organized with the same

spirit and to })erform the same service. They fre([uently

referred to each other as "the Indians," and the well

known fact ^^ill be recalled that, on a certain important

date, a part's of men "disguised as Indians" rushed down

to the wharf bv the waterside and })itched into I>oston

harbor the tea which had been imported, but which the

colonists refused to receive. The men who constituted the

famous Boston Tea Party were members of the Sons of

Liberty of Boston and vicinity.

Instinctively they turned to the uncultivated field of

Red ]\Ien's mvsteries for their ceremonies and secret work,

and in the sublimity and grandeur of the unsullied charac-

teristics of the aboriginal race, drew inspiration from their

mvstical lore.
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But you are here for the purpose of listeniui;- to a

rral Indian chief, rather than to me, the imitation, and

to othei's who can hotter entertain and instruct \o\\ ; and it

gives me great ])leasure at tliis time to present to von. as

the presiding officer of this meeting, one who is always

^velcome to a Lowell audience. His Honor, Mayor C. A.

11. Dimon.

flavor Dimon said he esteemed it a pri\ilege and an

honor to })reside at this rece[)tion of the \ cry worthy guest.

AVhile in the military service in Xoi'th Dakota after the

close of the C'i\il \\c\y. he had heen brought into intimate

and often very ])leasant relations with the Indians. He
knew something of the trials and hardships through which

they passed, and felt a deep interest in their welfare.

During his visit to Lowell, the Chief had heen his guest

at the Yorick Cluh. and \\v had learned to a])preciate his

sterling (pialities. The ^iayor was suffering from the

])ainf"ul disease (cancer) of which he died in the following

]\iav ; he s[)oke with difficulty, and therefore hrietty ; and

closed hy introducing- the V\v\. John M. (jreene. D. D..

])astor emeritus of the Eliot Church, who spoke as

follows :
—

It is a giXNit ])i'i\ileg(>. T am sure a\(> all f"eel. to lune

Avitli us ;ind to hear one who is a direct successor of that

great ;nid liood m;in wlio Avas ;i ruler, a xcritahle king.

o\v\- the primitive^ inhahitants of this place. That --there

is no good Indian \)\\\ ;i dead one" is pro\C(l to he false

hv the life jind cliararter of N\'an.n;dancet He was the

white man"s friend. m;ide so in pai't at least hy the instruc-

tion of his (h ing father ; and no force of temptation, either
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threats or promises, could turn him from his ])iirj)oso of

friendliness. Not even the ahnse and injustice of the

whites turned him from his andcahle treatment of those to

Avhom he had pledged loyalty and friendshi]).

To g'et a clear and full idea of AA'annalancet's stead-

fastness of i)urpose to be true to the l^ng'lish. we n(HMl to

recall the facts of King Philip's War. In the years 1()75

and 1()7(). al)Out six hundred whit(>s had heen killed hy

the Indians, and as many dwelling houses had been

burned. One eleventh of the nnlitia of the colonies lutd

l)een sacriticed in this effort to put down the uprising of

the Indians who. under the leadership of King Phili[). had

determined to exterminate, root and branch, the white

race. It was a life and death struggle. In every i)art of

the colonies ^^ar and bloodshed and tire did the work of

destruction. The massacre at l^)loody Brook, the burning

of Hatfield and Iladley and Spinigtield, the disturbances

in Worcester countv and in Plymouth, as well as through-

out Connecticut and Phode Island, showed that there was

concerted action, a definite plan on the part of the Imlians.

to rid themselves of the whites, and recover and hold the

land as their own. Put there were few and only slight

attacks made upon the p(M)i)lc of this section. \Miy ?

Thcv had a friend in A\'annalancet who warned tliem of

the approach of their enemy. \\'annalancet stood between

the hostile Indians an(i the uewh settled whites, and

])rotected the latter in their liours of danger. Pike his

father, the good Passaconrnvay. he saw what the march of

Proxidence meant. He seemed to understand by jtassing

events that it was the (ireat SpiriTs purpose that the

white man shoultl live and rule him ; and he was willing

to help bring this to pass. The whites distrusted and

even abused AN'annalancet ; bnt he never faltered in
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his kindly purpose or betrayed his friends. Of the two

actors in King PhiHps War. the one who phiyed the

nobler part here was the Indian chief of Wamesit.

(ilad am I that we have a monunient erected to his

memory. His tribe and his race have disa])peared, and it

is most seemly tliat the descendants of those whom he

befriended should [)reserve his name and defend his

character. We are told that " the righteous shall be in

everlastiiii'' remembrance;"" and I believe the i>ood. the

faithful and conscientious Wannalancc^t ^^as on earth, and

is in heaven, among the righteous.

lion. Samuel l\ lladley, Standing Justice of the

Lowell Police Court, spoke as follows :

—

I certainly feel like expressing my thanks to my
friend, Judge Cowley, who conceived and has carried out

the details of this novel and interesting occasion, which

has afforded us such real pleasure. 1 am ([uitc sure the

like has ne\er before occurred in the history of the

country. It has the merit of great originality, we nuist all

agree. The descendants of the first English settlers in

that part of the valley of the Merrimac known as Paw-

tucket Falls and John Sagamore's Plantation, here, on this

old W^amesit ReserAation, and within a half-mile of the

site of John Eliot's church, meet and welcome, and offer

the hospitalities of the City of Lowell to the present chief

of the trilie of St. Francis Indians, who recei^ ed and cai'cd

for the chief of the tribe of Pawtuckets. \\'annalancet. the

former owner of this territory, after he left New England.

We are here to acknowledge and atone for, at least

so far as kind welcomes and cordial greetings mav serve.
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the wrongs done l)y oui' forefathers to the [)rotege oF the

St. Francis tribe. It is rather hite in the day, no doubt,

but Ijctter kite than never.

I think the chikh-eu of totkiy, so far as T liave

observed, take very httk' interest in the history of the race

of men who inliabited tliis country before the arrival of

the white man. com[)ared with that felt by the children

of sixty years ago.

The reason for this is doul)tless found in the fact that,

sixty years ago, numberless traditions and stories relating

to the Indians were matters of common knowledge, and

were the common subjects of conversation at the fireside

and in the school. The po[)ulation, being coinparativelv

sparse, was largely com[)osed of the descendants of the

early settlers, who shared in the perils and dangers of

those early times. The child of todav, even if his

ancestors were among the early settlers, is probablv more

interested in events which occurred since the beginning of

the last century, which is not a matter of sur])risc when
the tremendous im})ortance of those events is considered.

It may interest some of my young friends here to

know that the boy of sixty years ago knew men who were

soldiers in the revolutionary war as the boy of today knows
the soldiers of the civil war. and also knew aged ])ersons

who could tell of events connected with (^ueen Anne's war,

in which the Indians played no inconsiderable part.

\\'lien I was a lad, the Indian was an interesting and

especially attractive object to the youthful American.

We did not believe in the scal[)ing knife and tomahawk,

to be sure, but there was much in his free life, in his

•close intimacy with nature, in his primitive ways of living,

and pursuit of game, in his natural eloquence of s[)eech,

his courage, his endurance, his ideas of natural justice,
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Avhicli strong-ly appealed to the youthful mind and won its

admiration. The Indian of three score years ago was not

the unfamiliar ohject lie is todav. In those days. Indian

families in considerable numl)ers. mendjers of the Penob-

scot tribe, were accustomed to come every year in the

snuHuer season to tliis vicinity, arid pitch their tents in

the neii^hborhood of their old fishing ])lace on the river at

Pawtucket Falls. They used to camp upon ^luscpiasli

IslancL near the ])resent location of the Lawrence Corpora-

tion, among the ])ines near the (iuard Poclvs. and on the

land of the (anal Company, at Middlesex \'illage.

With tliese opportunities at han(L you may be sure

we boys became pretty well ac([uainte(l with the hnhan

and liis ways. Many times, wlien a bov. 1 ha\e sat in an

Indian tent and watched the s(piaws weave their baskets.

Avhile they kept np an animated conversation in their

musical, liquid tongue. A\ e used to play with the Indian

boys, and try our skill in liaudhug the bow and arj-ow. in

which game the young hubau 1)ovs always beat us.

Speaking of the bow and airow rcMuinds me of the fict

that the \h)\ of sixty vears ago ])ii(U'{l liimself on possessiug

a good wahiut or hendock bo\\ and a stock of smootli.

well b;dauced arrows, and kncnv how to use them. How
man} bovs of todav know how to luake and use a bow and

arrow skilfidh ? I carniot rcmciuber when I last saw tliis

Indian wea'pon iu the hands of a l)o^. Has the bow and

arrow disa])])eai'('d with tlie Puritan Sabbath ? Again, the

litcM'ature of oui' icacHug boolvs in schooL sixt\' yeai's ago.

had main sek'ctions relating to the Indian, \\liicli >vere

indelibly impressed on the young nnnd. as early reacHug

lessons usually are. I'lvery school bov of sixty y(Nirs ago

kn(w\ the speech of Kedjacket and of Logan, the lament of

the Oneida chief, and many other sinnlar selections, as
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well as 1r' knew the alplialx't. I recall one of these selec-

tions, often declaimed by the hoys ot" my time, and 1 will

try to I'cpeat it. althonL:,h I haxc not seen it since I

declaimed it at the old Lawrence Acadenn. in (iroton,

ahout tit'tv-ti\(' xcars ai^o. It is a selection from Sprai^nes

oration hefore the |)eo[)le ot" Uoston, in 1S•,^^ j do not

know vviiere to find it. At all e\cnts. 1 am i^oini;- to recite

it as T reinendter it. and 1 wish the hoys of sixty xeai's a^o

who ai'e ]>resent wonld follow me and pioni])! il I make a

nnstake. \ ow will ai;r('(> with me that this selection. \\'hile

decidedh tloiid. and somewiiat stroni;' in metaphor and

antithesis, is trntht'nl and patiietic. woi'thy ot" heini^,- recited

on tins occasion. With this 1 close these i'and)hni4' ohser-

\ ations.

"Not man\ generations ai;o, where \on now sit.

encircled witli all that exalts and eiidx-Hishes cixilized lite,

the rank thistle noihU'd in the wind, and the wild fox dni;'

his hole nnscared. Here li\('d and loxed anothei- lace ot

heini^s. Heneath \\\v same snn tiiat rolls oNcr yonr heads,

the Indian hnnter pnrsneil the pantiiiLi,' deei' ; i^-a/ini^' on the

same moon that siiules ("or \on, the Indian lo\('i- wooed his

dusky mate. 1 lere the wdi^'w am hla/e beamed on tiie tench-r

and the heli)less. the council Hvc i^lared on the w ise and the

darinu,'. Now tliiw" di|)|)e(l their nohh' lind)s in your sedL^-y

la,k(>s. and now thev paddh'd the li^ht canoe aloui^' \our

rock> shores. Jlei'c the\ wari'ed; the echoing' whoop, the

hloodv i^'i'apple. the defyini;- (h-ath-souLj-. <dl wcie heie;

and wlien the tii^'er strife was o\cr. here cuiled the smoke

of ])eace. Here, too. the\ woishipix-d ; and from many a

dark hosom went up a ])nre prayer to the (ii'eat S])irit.

lie had not written his laws for them on tahles of" stone,

hut He had traced them on the tahlets of their hearts.

'I'he poor child of nature kiuwv not tlie (iod ot" re\elation.
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l)ut the (lod of the universe lie acknowledg-ed in everythinii'

;i round. He beliehl him in the star that sank in beauty

behind his louly d\velhn|L>-. in the sacred orb that Hained

on him from Ids midday throne ; in the flower that

snapped in the mornini;' breeze, in the lofty pine that had

defied a thousand whirlwinds ; in the timid warbler that

never left its native ^-rove. in the fearless ea^-le whose

untired pinion was ^^et in clouds ; in the worm that crawled

at his foot, and in his own matchless form, g'lowinii' with a

spark of that li<i,ht to whose mvsterions Source he bent, in

humble thouij;-h bhnd adoration. And all this has passed

away. Across the ocean came a })ili4-rim bark, bearing the

seeds of life and death. The former were sown for you.

the latter sprang up in the patli of the sim])l(> native.

Two hundred years ha\e changed the character of a great

continent, and l)lotted forever from its face a whole,

peculiar people. Art has usurped the bowers of nature,

and the anointed chiklriMi of edncation have been too

])owerful for the tribes of the ignorant. Here and there

a scattered few remain ; but ho\\ unlike their bold,

untamed, untamable progenitors. The Indian of falcon

glance and lion bearing, the theme of the touching ballad,

the hero of the pathetic tale, is gone, and his degraded

offspring crawl upon the' soil where he walked in majesty,

to rendnd us how miserable is man \\lien the foot of the

coiupierer is on his neck.

••As a race, thev have withered from the land. Tlieir

arrows are brok(Mi. their springs are dried nj). tlieir cabins

are in the dust. Tlieii' council fire has long since gone

out on the shore, and tbeii- war cry is fist dying away to

the untrodden \\('st. Sl()\\h and sadlv they climb the

distant mountains, and read their doom in the setting sun.

They arc shrinking before the mighty tide which is ])ressing



THE LAST OF THE SACHEMS. 419

tlioin awav; they nnist soon hear the roar of" the hist wave,

^^hieh will settle over them forever. Ages hence, the

iii([iiisitive white man, as he stands hy some i^rowing-

city, will ponder on the strnctnre of theii' distnrhed

remains, and wonder to what manner of person they

helonged. Thev will li\e only in the songs and chronicles

of their exterminators. Let these he faithfnl to their rude

virtues as men. and pay due trihnte to their unhappy fate

as a people." *

Joseph II. Guillet. ]\S([.. ])resi(lent of the l^'ranco-

American Society of the United States, who had spent

some vears in Canada, spoke on the history of t\\v St.

Francis tribe as follows :
—

In 1()():], Samuel de C'hamplain. while ex})loring the

St. Lawrence Ivi\er. had his attention attracted to a small

n\cv running into the southerly side of Lake St. Peter, of

which he gives a very minute descri})tion. Continuing, he

says, --On the same side of Lake St. Peter ther(> is another

small river running into a small hay which may he thi-ee

Of four leagues in width.'' This is the Bay of St. Ki-ancis,

and the river is the St. Francis River, which has its source

near the boundary lines of New Hampshire and Maine.

Six years lat(M-. the same explorer, describing anew

the country lying at the southerly side of Lake St. Peter.

said. '-These rixcrs are in a good and rich country and

al)oun(l ^^•ith all soi'ts offish."

In January. Ibo-"). Charles Unault de ^lontmagny,

then (iovernor of \ew France, granted to Francis de

Lauzon this \ast and rich tract of land, extending from

* Roscoe Conk'iiiijj pi-onounoed this the linest passage by any man of his lime.
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the Ivivcr St. Francis to what is now called C'hataugay

Iliver, oil the St. Lawrence, with a (le[)th of over l.jO

miles.

15et\veeii the years Ki^jS aiid 1()7(). the |)ri\ilei;-es of

the Laiizon faiiiilv were al)olislied, and tliis vast doiiiaiu

Avas cut lip into smaller fiefs or grants.

On the third dav of April. 164"i. a son was horn to

Christopher Crevier and Jeanne his wife. This child was

named Jean, and to this Jean Crevier the domain of St.

I'raiicis was granted bv letters ])ateiit. July '2'-'). 1()13, and

(Inly a])pro\ed bv the Iving's Council in 1()74. There-

after Jean Cre\ier was called tlie Baron or Seigneur of

St. Francis.

In 167(), by an ordinance of the King of France, all

the lands adjoining the Cre\ ier domain were nnitcd to it.

making it to measure five miles along the river St. Faw-

reuce on each side of the St. Francis, with a depth of

several miles inland, including all the islands in the river.

From l()(i.s to l(iS4. peace reigned in New France.

The Iro(piois, intimidated by the troops, had buried the

tomahaw k.

Several other grants near the St. Francis ]vi\er were

settlcHh Frosperitv and peace flourished everywhere in

New Fraiic(\ Th(> Abenakis Indians, a peoi)le from

Maine and Acadia, had made an alliance with liaron St.

Castin and other French commanders, about tlie time

Acadia was returned to France by virtue of the treaty of

Ih-eda in 1()()4. Frontenac. knowing the rich character of

these Indians, (aillivated their friendship.

In \i)l'2. at a meeting of the three orders at (Quebec,

a large nuniber of Abenakis askcul to be allowed to take

the oath of allegiance and fidelity to the King of France.
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Til 1677. a large band of Abenakis was scttlod at

Sillery. near Quebec. In l()7i*, tbe Sokokis. a ti-ibe of

New IJanipsbire Indians, unable to agree with tbe new-

order of tbings. were drixen awav from tbeir nati\e land

by tbe Ib'itisb colonists and joined the Abenakis in New
France, where they found tbe i-efuge and protection \\ hich

were denied them in their own land.

Tlie establishment of these Indians in New France

(hit(>s from that time, and in KiSO we already tind a large

number of them settb-d at Ik'cancourt. under tlie auspices

of the Ixobineau fannly. In the sanu' Near ([uit(> a large

niuuber of these Al)enakis and Solvokis. who were then

uuMged into one fanulv or tribe, went to tbe St. T'rancis

and sent a del(>gation to tlie Sieur ( 'revier to tell him that

the}' had decided to make their home in his domain.

Sieui- Crevier was soniew hat startled at this announcement,

lie told them that the land was bis. and that he could not

\vv\ \\c"ll allow them to remain. Tbe Indians felt dis-

pleased at this answer, and Sieur (Ve\ier to appease them

told them they could ha\e all the milk they wanted and

in tlu> mean time be would see A\bat could \)c (loni> for

them. The Indians were satistied for the tinu' being and

wen' a mile and a half up tin- ri\er and erected tbeir

w igwams.

King Philip's war in New England, which bad ruined

so many families, was now terminated. Captain Church

had cut off King Phili[)'s head, and had displayed it

on the palisades at Plymouth. The chief's son was sold

into slavery in Bermuda, and the (hiiastv of ^las-^asoit.

who Avelcomed the Pilgrims to PlvuKnith and remained

their constant friend throughout \u> bnig life, was thus

ended, and a teni[)i)rar\ peace existed in the colonies.
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^^'a^nalall(et, son of tlic i;roat sachem Passaconawav

and the hist chief of tlie Merriniac Ivivcr TiuUans. left tlie

shores of the Merriinac and kxl his Httle hand of Inchans

to the new liome of the Ahenakis at St. Francis, 'i'hose

friendly Indians were kindly recei\ed as hrothers, and

\\ith the Ahenakis and the Sokokis they formed one

family, now called the Indians of St. Francis.

James II went down with the Stnart dynasty in

Kiii^land. AN'illiam and Mary were ])laced on the throne,

and now commenced that terrihle war hetween the British

and the I'rench colonists in America., which (le\astate(l so

many rich and prosjXM'ons settlements in New iMigland

and in New l''ranc(\

The Ahenakis had Ix^en dispcM'sed. Mam joined tlie

ai'iny. and. likc^ the Irixpiois of New York, thev helped to

make the war still more horrihle.

At the close of King' AMllianfs war the Ahenakis

and tlieii- friends went hack to St. Francis.

-lean Crevier had heeii carried away h^ tlie lro([nois

and died at Albany as the resnlt of tortnres intlicl(>d nj)on

him hy these Indians, .losepli ( Te\ier. his son and hc^r.

sncceeded to his hither as Seigneur of St. I'Vancis. and

heing pleased ^^itll the fidelity and good h(dia\ior of his

])rot6ges gaM' them a tract of land a mile and a half

A\ ide on cmcIi side of the River St. I''rancis and three miles

long up river, togetlun- with all tlu^ islands in the liver

and the right to fish. ' for them and tlieir luMrs and succes-

sors for as long as there shall he maintained a mission

among them."

In the same yiNir the Seigneur of Pierrcnille added to

this grant four and om^-half" milc>s more* of land. These

two grants, forming a lot six miles \\\dc along the I'iver

with a dei)th of" three miles, are tlu> existing reser\ations of
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the St. Francis Indians. As soon as those Indians were

setth'd in their new possession tlu>v eoininenced the con-

struction of their new mission clinrcli. wliicli was speedily

finished and dedicated to \hv woi'ship oi" d'od.

The 4th day of May. 1 "lO"?. coiniiuMiced in I^iUro])c

the war called the war of the Spanish snccc^ssion. oi- (^ueen

Anne's war. France and lMii;'1and (ouud themselves

involved in it. The I'Vench and British colonies in

America thought they would follou suit, and each rc^sumed

hostilities. New Fngland as well as New France suH'ered

terribly from the Indians. Flic frontier towns of Massa-

chusetts and New liauipslui'e were fre(|uently assailed and

a great many capti\es ^^er(> cai-ried awav from rich and

peaceable settlements. Among thes(^ captixcs \\as a ^<)ung

lad named Samuel (iill. wlio had boon captured at Ames-

bury. Fliis lad was allotted to the Indians of St. Francis.

In nio these Indians dcM/ided that it \\as time foi- voung

(iiill to be married. TIk^n dclibei'atcd a long time to

asc(U'tain whcthei' he sliould mai'iN a white oi' an Indian

woman. \\ bile thev were so (Udiberating. I*'ather Aubery.

their missionai'y ])riest. knowing of a voung w bite caj)tive,

a Miss .lames, the daugliter of a minister \\\\() had been

captured in Amesbury. Massachusetts, went in all haste to

consvdt with this young lady about her being marri(>d to

Ciill. l)Otli being in accoid on the subj(>ct. tlu* good

priest mairied them without further delay, and informed

the still deliberating Indians of the occuriXMice. 'I'he tribe

was gi'eath' [)lease(l. as it possc^ssed in that wa\ an l''nglis]i-

speaking family in their midst, used to the life and

customs of the children of the woods.

Now a most remarkable and int(>r(^sting fact is that of

this Sanniel (iill. who was eairied away a ca])ti\e from

Amesbury in the time of these terrible laids. there are
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over forty descendants now living' amonii: us in Lowell, a

few miles only from the place of their origin in America.

i\n()tlicr circumstance not less interesting : Among
the descendants of the Sieur C'revier, this seigneur of the

old regime— first owner of the grant of St. Francis and

father of Jose[)li ('re\ier. who so generously gave the St.

Francis reser\ation to the Abenakis, Sokokis and the few

Pawtucket Indians united— there are four or five families

living in Lowell. And Mr. A. J. Blazon, a law student

and a member of the l)oard of Registrars of Voters of this

citv, is a dii'cct descendant through his father and mother

of this old time nobleman.

The St. Francis Lidians have remained to this day

the loyal and faithfvd allies and friends of their bene-

factors. Under tiie guidance of their good missionaries

and able chiefs they ha^e prospered and li^ed in })eace

and comfort. Thev certaiidy ha\e met with reverses—for

instance, their mission church has been burned four times

since 1701. The last time, it was struck by lightning in

Jnlv of last vear. Thev are striving to rebuild that

church, as tliey consider it their place of rendezvous—
their home and the only tie whicli keeps and binds them

together.

It is with ])leasure that I also welcome among us

today chief Joseph Laurent, the sachem of this interesting

tribe.

Ml', (ieorge II. Marston. President of the Board of

Trade. Mr. .Fohn A. Bailey and Mr. Allen Dodge followed,

and the Pev. (j(M)i-g(> ]M. B()dg(\ author of a history of

King Philip's W'ai-. sent a lett(>r. all expressing gratifica-

tion o\(n' the honor j)aid to \\ annalancet and the visit of

diief Josej)h Laurent.
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Judge Cowley, having been called to the chair upon

the retirement of flavor Diinon. spoke as follows :
—

^ly ac([uaintance with the worthy chief who is our

guest of honor tonight began during the pendency before

Congress of the bill which has since become the Diuglcy

tariff law, although I had visitcnl his country some years

previously. In former times, the St. Francis Indians,

whose chief industry is basket-making, made their goods

at Pierreville ou the St. Fr;uicis River, and brought them

into the United States duty free. IJut the Dinglev tariff

imposed so high a duty on these siuiple wares that Chief

Faurent saw^ there must be a •• change of base." or that

branch of industry must perish. I prepared, with care,

remonstrances to Congress setting forth the hardships to

wdiich these hnuil)l(> Indians would be subjected if that

bill passed ; but to these C'ougress turned a deaf ear.

Since the passage of the Diugley tariff, the St.

Francis Iiulians still pass their winters in Canada; but

every snmmer they come to Intervale. New Hampshire,

and make their baskets there, and sell them where\er

they can in tlie United States. I cannot liel[) thinking

that Congress stooped to pretty stnall business when it

thus practically prohibited the importation of goods of this

sort.

I was glad to have the chief jjresent at tlu^ dedication

this afternoon of the noble tablet to this chief of the

ancient time; the Colonial '• Dames" wvrr glad, all were

glad to look upon his honest, manlv i'ace. and to hear him

talk in both his native tongues (for French and Indian are

alike native tongues to him) as well as in l-jiglish.

I nuist not omit to statc^ that Chief Joseph Laur(>nt

is an author, having written and published a valuable

book entitled • Abenakis and Indian Dialogues." I would
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also say tliat the Smithsonian Institution at Washington

is about to publish a more ambitious work of the same

kind in the Xatiek dialect, which was largely the dialect

of the St. Francis tribe. It will be seen from that book

that the language of the aborigines of North America is

bv no means extinct.

^^'e are much indebted to the chief for coming from

his far-oti" forest home in C'nnadn to assist in the dcnli-

cation of the tablet at Tyngsboro". and to add to the

many interesting memories which cluster around Memorial

Hall. I hope that other visits to both these shrines will

be made by him hereafter. I am sure tliat they will be

as pleasant alike to the peo})le here as to him.

That ancient mansion at Tvngsboro'. the oldest now

inhabited in this part of the Merrimac ^^alley. is signali/ed

by its connection with two historic characters — Wanna-
laiicet and AA hitetield. Then^ Wannalancet lixed the

(lospel ; there AN hiteheld ])reache(l the (iospel.

^^'hile A\e cannot afhrm with certainty that AVanna-

lancet dwelt in the gambrel-roofed house which now stands

on tlie hill rising westward from Drake's Crossing (which

|)ossibly may liave been eiXM-ted after the old chiefs death).

\v(> can afhrm a\ ith C(M-taintv that \\ hitcfield was once an

honored guest in that house, and as it was Whitehelds

practice to us(> boulders for his ])ulpits when j)reaching in

the opcMi air. it may be conjectured that, in his (effort to

renew the lit'v of (iod in the souls of the people, he stood

upon the identical rock on Avlnch the Massachusetts

Society of Colonial Dames ha\ e placcnl their bron/e nuMUO-

rial tablet to AVannalancet.

I'or all the kind words that have been uttered today

touching my ])art in these attairs. I return my best

thaidvs.
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I will HOW ask the chief to repeat to von. in English,

in Abenakis and in French, the >ubstance fjf thf remarks

which he made this afternoon at Tyngsljoro" ; after

^^hich I sliall \)c happx' to present to him a> many of \oii

as mav conu' forward to the platform.

It was noticed that many of those jax'sent who wore

of French-Canadian Inrth or jiarenta^f followed the

chief verv closely in eafh of his three lan^-uages with

evident enjovment. Among those who wcitj pre>ented

to the chief wa> Madam Femaitre. of Lowoll. a sister

of the late .Jndii'e Charles (/ill. formei'ly Jn-ticc of the

Superi(jr Court at Montreal.
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Fiead May JS, 1001.

It is fitting", at this annual meeting which marks the

first tliird of a century in tlie Hfe of the Old Residents'

Historical Association of Lowell, that we should de^ote

some time to re^iewing• the life and recalHng the many

kindly deeds of him who founded it, and was its strongest

advocate and supporter— the late Zina Eugene Stone.

Although Mr. Stone was not a native of this citv. or of

this commonwealth, yet the greater part of his life was

spent here. x\s a journalist he came in contact witli the

people of his adopted city, he felt the daily impulse of her

husv life, and kept in touch with all that was hest in her

progress.

Mr. Stone Mas horn in IJetliel. Elaine, ^larch 30,

lS2o. His parents. Luther and Hadassah (Kimhall)

St(me. removed to Paris, Maine, in IS-JS, and liis boyliood

was spent in that town, and it was there he received his

earlv education in the common schools At tlie age of

fourteen, while yet unabh- to reach all the type in the

cas(>. he entered the office of the Oxford Democrat,

published in Paris, and served four yeais in learning the

printer's trad(\ It is said that he was a true l)oy. full of

fun. not liking the woi'k of the farm, but fond of books.

These earlv ^ears were evidently formative of his future

life as a journalist, his literary tastes and ability, and liis

love of travel.
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111 184'2. while yet a minor, he came to Lowell,

and entered the office of the Advertiser, hut soon went

to Concord, N. H.. and ^^olked in the office^ of the

New Hampshire Patriot, pnhlished by the late (jov. Isaac

IJill. Thence he went to Bradford, Vt., hnt returned to

Lowell the following spring. That winter he spent in his

old home in Maine, but in the spring he secured a ])osi-

tion in a book publishing office in Boston, returning again

to Lowell to work on the ^'ox ro])uli. then ])ublished by

Samuel J. A^arney. The Ad\ertiser having l)een j)nr-

chased by Messrs. llildreth 6y; \'ariiey in 1^4."). Mr.

Stone was made the foreman of that office, wiiere he

remained until he accej)te(l an offer to become the foreman

of the mechanical dei)ai-t!neiit of the Boston A'W'eklv

Museum. AVheii Mr. \'arney |)urchased the LoA\ell Daily

Courier establishment in 1S5(I. and leased the \'o\ Bo[)uli

to Mr. John T. Cheslev. Mr. Stone aiiain became foreman

of the Vox office.

^Ir. Stone first commenced business for himself b\

])urcliasing the printing office of Leonard Brown in

1S54, and starting, Mav '20th of that year, the publica-

tion of a weekly paper called The American Citizen.

Later, he and Mr. Chesley bought the News, Mr. Stone

purchasinu- the mechanical part of the esta1)lishment for

use in his Citizen office, and September lOth, is.").), he

brought out the first issue of The Daily American Citizen.

This ne\vsp;iper. which is still pul)lis]ied under a shorter

title, bore the motto. •• ludepeiident in iMerything ;

Neutral in Nothing,"" and owed its success to the faithful

and conscientious work of its editor and publisher. Mr.

Stone. In April, ISob, he sold the Citizen to Brown 6c.

Morey for ^4500. and went to Chicago, visiting Kansas

and other parts of the west. AVliile in Chicago he was
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engaged ill editorial and newspaper work. Returning

from tli(> west in lcS5!S, he bought the phuit of The Lowell

Triimj)et. moved it to Haverhill. Mass.. enlarged it. and

January 1, l!S.")9. issued the first niiml)er of The Tri-

Weekly Publisher, and continued its publication for about

one year.

Mr. \'aruey having died November 11, 18")!), his

executors sent for Mr. Stone, and on Januarv 1. IbbO.

sold the ^\)x Popnli to him and Stephen V\ . Iluse, and

April l()th of that year Stone & Iluse also purchased the

]iO\vell Daily Courier and the Lowell ^Veekly Journal,

and managed the combined plants for sc\en years under

the editorship of Mr. Stone. They sold the Courier and

the Journal to Marden *.^' liowcU. September 1. 1S()7. but

continued to print both pa})ers for al)Out one year at the

A'ox Popnli office. In ISbJ) they began the publication

of the Saturday \"ox P()[)uli in addition to the Wednesday

(Mlition. and in 1S70 the latc^ X. J. N. Pacheller, who had

long been the foreman of the office, was admitted to the

firm, which then became Stone. ILiso cK: Company. In

October. 1S7S. after eighteen years continuous manage-

ment of the paper. Mr. Stone with Mr. Pacheller retired

from the firm, and were succeeded l)v the late John A.

(ioodwin. the firm l)ec()ming Iluse. (loodwin v.^' Company.

Mr. Stone then formed a partnership with Mr. Pacheller

and llphr;iim 1). la\ingstoii. under t\w firm name of

Stone. IJacheller tS: Livingston, and Julv 1. 1S7I). com-

menced tli(> publication of the Lowell ^lorning ^lail.

They also published a semi-weeklv edition which was sub-

sequently changed to a weekly issue called the Saturday

Mail. In l^^N'J. the business of Stone. Bacheller vS: Li^ ing-

ston was transferred to the Morning Mail Corporation.
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of which Mr. Stone was president a"id ^Tr. Bacheller

treasurer, and the ))a[)er ar([iiired more than a local

re[)utation.

Sotnc men are born journalists, and Mr. Stone })0s-

scssed in a marked deg'ree that attribute known as " the

newspaper instinct."' Trained in the business from early

boyhood. '" a ijTaduate from the printers case." he lo\'ed

the work, he read and \vrote much, and he brought into

his profession an indomitable })erseverance which made a

success of whatever he undertook, lie was a ]ie})ublicau

in politics, and his |)apers. especially the Mail, which

started in com[)etition with the Lowell Morning Times,

then the only Democratic dailv in the citv, ahvavs sup-

ported the principles of the Republican part\. He never

sought public office, but was elected in 1^(55 and iMili a

representative to the General Court from old ward six.

He was appointed a trn>>tee of the Danvers Lunatic

liospital by Governor (ireenhalge. and held the position

at the time of his deatii. He was a member of Mechanics

Lodge. L O. O. F.. and had taken all the degrees in Free

Masonry exce})t the thirty-third, and was a member of

Pentucket Lodge, and of th(> Chapter. Council. Com-

mander^ and Consistory. He ])ossessed dee[) religious

convictions, but wa^ broad in his views and unbigoted. and

was tolerant of and respected the beliefs of others. The

Shattuck Street Universalist Society, with which he became

connected under the pastorate of Dr. ]\Lner. always com-

manded his best services. He was chairman of the

prudential committee for many years, but as the present

pastor has said of him. " He never assumed to own the

church nor to establish a one-man church. AVhen things

did not go to his liking he did not turn away, but remained

the stauncli supporter as before." AVhen the church
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renio\e(l to a more distant location and became the Grace

Universalist C'linrcli, he contiibuted liberally to the erec-

tion and furnishing of the new edifice, and made generous

])rovision for the church in his will. He l)elieved in

human advancement along educational lines. He was

much interested in the Middlesex Mechanics Association

nt the time when the lecture platform commanded the

abilities of the foremost thinkers and orators of the day,

and he was influential as chairman of the lecture com-

mittee in bringing such men before the Lowell public.

No sketch of Mr. Stone's life could be properly

written which did not mention his wife and their home.

Miss Charlotte A. Shaw, to whom he was married Decem-

ber 81, 1S46, was born in Sharo]i. Maine. August 6, iS'io.

She was a true helpmate, and assisted him in every way

in the early struggles of his life. She was a model wife,

and she possessed that indefinable charm which attracted

people, which drew children to her. which made friends.

She possessed a strong affection, even love, for animals,

which was shown not only toward them as household

j)ets. but was manifested in her keen sense of the injus-

tice done and the pain so often inflicted upon them. It

is very probable that Mr. Stone's generous be([uests to

the Lowell Humane Society and the Massachusetts Society

for the Prevention of Crueltv lo Animals wove inspired

bv tins love of his wife. Slie possesst^l fine musical tastes

and was prominent in musical circles in this city, and

was lor manv vears the soprano in tlie choir of the Sliat-

tuck Street I ni\ersalist Cliurch, and also sang in other

cluu-ch choirs. Their liome. which during nearly all

their lik; in Lowell was on Chestnut street, was ever open

to their friends, who found in their pleasant home-life

natures pecadiarly fitted to attiact and hold those who
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arc drawn by sterling worth and ^irtuo^ls character. Xo
children were born to them to bless and grace tlunr home,

and when ^Irs. Stone died after a long and painful ill-

ness, October '21, 1SS(;. the once happy home was deso-

late. Years afterward Mr. Stone said he had never kno\^ n

lia})})iness since his wife died. His bequest to the Lowell

General Hospital for the establishment of a free bed.

•• in remembrance of m\ late beloved wife. Charlotte A.

Stone." tells patheticalh how tenderly he chcrisluHl her

memory and sought to perpetuate it in l)enefaction to the

sick and sultering.

After the business of his firm had been traiistei-red

to the Morning Mail C 'or[)oration. Mr. Stone felt relicM'd

from some of the pres>ur(^ ot' acti\e newspaper ^^•ork.

He had already l)eeu al)r()ad and liad tra\('lled exten-

si\c'lv in this c-ountr\. his wife being his almost con-

stant com[)anion. and aftc^r her decease his w intca's were

passed in Florida for sexcral \('ars. Mexico was \isited

and the ^^'est Indies, and he again wt-nt abroad.

In later vears California became his place of winter

residence', but tlie Journalistic instinct was always strong

within him. and in addition to other contril)utions to

its cobunns. his letters of travel which appeared in

the Mail during all these years were instructivi> and

mitertaining. These letters l)i)und ili printed form he

bccpuMthed to our City Library. Many books of tra^el

have been written of far less inteiest than these com-

pilations from his \)v\\. He had a charming narrative

style, and his powers of description enablcLl him to pre-

sent to his readers a realistic woril-picture of the scene

before him. in language marked by its purit\ and sim-

plicitv. He was an easy writer, and the words which
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flowed from his pen seldom needed revision. His edi-

torials were clear and forceful, and left no doubt as to

his meaning-, his thoughts being always ex})ressed clearly

and cogently in '• English undefyled." Our veteran

printer, Mr. J. J. Judkiiis, who came to Lowell in 1S:>7.

and worked on the Advertiser with him in 184'i, says

that even then j\lr. Stone wrote for the paper and was

recognized as a young man of ability and promise. His

tastes were essentially those of a student. He delighted

in research, and devoted consideral)le time in later years

to the investigation of his family records and historv.

He came of good stock, and satisfactorily established

his descent from Symond Stone, of Much Bromley, Essex,

I'Jigland, whose Avill. dated May \'2. 15()(). was probated

February 10. IT) 10. Few there are. even in these days

ot ancestral trees, who can ti'ace their descent from a

known ancestor li^ing• when Columbus brought to the

Old ^^'or]d the tidings of the Xew. Simon Stone, the

fifth in descent from this Symond. was the f)under of

the family in America. He canu? with his fuiiilv from

London in the ship '^Licrease" in Kioo, being fifty years

old. and settled in Watertown on the 1)anks of the Charles

River, and was one of tlie largest landowners in the town.

A considerable part of the land now occupied by the

Mount Auburn and the Cambridge Cemetei'ies once

belong(Hl to him. In the latter, near the Charles River,

is an old. t^visted pear tree, carefully preseryed. whose

trunk is moi-e than two feet in diameter, and a marble

slab at its roots bears this inscription. --Tree set by S.

Ston(^ Who Cain{> Ki^i")."" He was made a freeman in

1();)(). and took an acti\(> pait in church and town aftairs,

tilling various i)ositions. being selectman for several years

ami also a deacon of the church. His son and grandson.
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both named Simon iStonc, were also deacons, and it is

remarkable that this Watertown chnrch for tlie continnous

period of abont seventy-tive years had a deacon of that name.

Mr. Stone's ancestor. Simon Stone, who settled in Groton

in 1()S0. being the second in descent from "Simon the

rilgrim "' who settled in Watertown. served in King

Philip's AVar. and also in King William's A^'ar, and was

severely wonnded near ]*]xeter. New Hampsliire. Cotton

Mather, in his Magnalia Christi Americana (\o\. II,

page ()()()). in a chapter npon '• Se^eral Kare Instances

of Mortal Wonnds npon the English, not })roving ^lortal,"

mentions an attack by the Indians. July 5, KiiX), on

Captain Hilton's garrison in Exeter, and says: —
•• At this time there ha])pened a remarkable thing.

—

one Simon Stone. l)eing here wonnded with shot in in'iic

several i)laces. lay for dead (as it was time I) atnong the

dead. The Indians coming to stri|) him, attempted with

tico sev(>ral blows of an hatchet at his /icrk to cut off his

liead. whicli blows added, yon may be sure, more enormous

wounds unto those port-holes of death, at whicli the Vife

of the poor man was already running out as fast as it

could. Ik'ing charged hard l)y lieutenant Bancroft, they

left the man without scalping him; and the English now
coming to bury the dcvuL one of the soldiers perceived

this poor man to fetch a gasp ; whereupon an Irish ftdlow

then j)resent advised "tMu to gi^ c hitn another dab with an

hatchet, and so bury him with the rest. The I'jiglisli.

dett^sting this barbarous advice, lifted up the wounded
man. and |)oured a little fair water into his mouth, at

which he coughed, then they j)oured a little stroiu) water

after it. at which he o])en(Hl his eyes. The Irish fellow

was oidered now to hale a canoo ashore to carry the

wounded men up the ri\er unto a chirurgeon ; and as

Teague was foolishly pulling the canoo ashore with the

cock of his gun. while he held the muzzle in Ids hand,

his oun went oil. and broke his arm. whereof he remains



436 OLD residents' historical association.

a cri])|)lc to this day. \\\\\ Simon Stone was thoroughly

cured, and is at ihix daij a very histy man.—And. reader."

the Iveverend Mather wisely adjures us. '' that nothing

may he despaired of. remcmher Simon Stone."'

l)ut while ^Ir. Stone was justly ])r()ud of his ancestry,

he did not helong to am of the patriotic orders, lie was

a l)eliever in the li\hig ])resent. and his researches in

genealogy and kindred subjects were merely a means of

recreation, lie was progressive in his ideas and quick to

perceive the advantages of new methods and inventions.

He belie\e(l in the future of the telephone as a practical

invention when others looked u})oii it as a toy. and his

in^estments in telephone st(K-ks proved liiglily renumera-

ti\e. In additicm to his news})aper interests, he Avas for

many years a nuMid)er of the bookbinding firm of Bachel-

ler. Dumas & Company. He was one of the organizers

of the Shaw Stocking Company, and was interested in

various business enterprises, either acti\ely or as an

imestor.

His discipleship to '-The Art Preservative" led him

not onlv to present to his readers the best that a news-

})apcr might ])rint, but also to ])reserve the papers witli

ANJiich he liad been connected and tliose of local interest.

W\\\\ the be([uest of his library to the Paris Pu1)lic J.ibrary

Association of his childhoods home, which owed its incep-

tion and much eaidy aid to him, was included a bound

yolume of the Oxford Democrat, the newspaper on which

he served liis appreuticeshi}). The tweuty-tiCth article

of his will is as follows :
'• 1 give and bequeatii to the

Old Residents" Historical Association of Powell, the bound

newspaper volumes, not otherwise disj)osed of; the bound

and unbound j)anq)hlcts and dooiments; all books written

or i)ublislied bv residents or former residents of said Powell.
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iiitoiuling- in the above to give to the Association only

books, etc., of local value and interest."' xlniong the large

number of books, pamphlets and papers so bequeathed

will be found bound \ olumes of newspapers once published

here, the very names of which are unfamiliar, if not for-

gotten. The Chelmsford Ptuenix, published in IS'J.")
;

The Towell Mercury. INoO; The Lowell Observer, ISo'i ;

The Star and Palladium; The Lowell Patriot and Repub-

lican ; The Middlesex Standard, edited by John (ireenleaf

Whittier ; The Gazette and Standard; The Spindle City;

The Lowell Trum[)et; Palmer's Illustrated Life in Lowell ;

The Lowell ]Mirror. and 'Vhc Lowell Herald, published

at later dates, with many others, may be found in this

collection.

Mr. Stone realized that if the old papers wliich

might still l)e in existence were to be |)reserved. it must be

bv })ersonal ettbrt on the part of some one. As \iv j)ara-

phrased an old saving in one editorial on tlu' subject.

•• \Miat is e^ervbody"s business nobody looks after."' and so

he brought the matter beibr(> thv ])ublic by editorials and

notices in the '\'ox. and printed and sent out a, circular,

reproduced on the following })ages, not only for the infor-

mation it contains concerning tlie early printers and

newspapers of this viciuitv. but also to show the interest

which Mr. Stone took in such matters.
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^775 to i^^45-

WANTED:
Old Books, Old Newspapers, Old Pamphlets, &c.

The object of this Circular is to interest those

into whose hands it falls in my efforts to collect for

preservation samples of the Books, N^ewspapcrs, Paui-

pJilcts, Circulars and Ilajidbills, of all kinds, that were
prinK^d in, or for use in, Middlesex County, Massachu-
setts — especially in the Northern tier of towns — from
the time of the settlement of Chelmsford and Billerica

down to i(S4o or '45.

In many families, we have reasons for believing', has

been preserved printt;d matter of this kintl. M)' object

is to secure all that I can — make a collection as complete
as possible— and then put them in a condition for

preservation, for the benefit of peo])l(; of future ages.

The first of the articles which follow gives a very

brief account of the earliest Printing done in this region.

The second relates more particularl\- to the Newspapers
thnt hive at various periods been in existence in

Ch(;lmsford and Lowell.

For contributions of Hooks, Newspapers, Pamphlets,

&c., of the? character specified above, I shall feel under
many obligations. For certain works I shall be disi)Osed

to pay reasonable prices.

Will persons rccciviuo' this circular endea\oi- to

assist me in com])leting the collection which 1 have
undertaken to make ? I)\' so doing the)- will confer a

favor which will be gratefull)- a|)preciated.

Address: Z. E. STONF.
\oy. Populi office, Lowell, ALass.

Lowell, Sept. 24, 1S77.
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Early Printing and Authorship in Chelmsford.

There was s(.inu-tliini; done in the way

•ol making hooks, in tliis les^ion, a ijieat

many years atjo. The lirst printer in llie

rei^ion \\ns Nathaniel ( 'overh', who in

1775 removed iVoni lioston to ('helms-

ford, "and set up liis prinlins^ press, in

the south part of the tow n. Suiidr\ pam-

])hlets and small works were exeeuteil at

liis press, dated • Chelmsford, New I'-ng-

land,' \e." We liave never seen any of
I

Mr. (dveily's printini^; hut it is more

than ]irolia!ile that semie of it is in

existenee.

The first hook 7i>ri/trii in the to\\ 11 ol

Chehnsl'ord was a caleehism, h\ Ivev.

John I'"iske, who was l)orn in Sullolk,

I'hiL^land, in lOoi, anil eame to tliis eoun-
}

try in I<i37. In 1655 lie setth'd in
;

Ciieimsford. In 1657 he composed a new i

eateehism for the use and nistruetion of I

the iliildren of lliat tow n. It was pi intr<l
|

at the expense of the iirople of the town,
j

1)V Samuel ( Ireen, <:if (_'anihridt,'r, and hoie '

the followiii!.^ title :
" Watering; thi' I'lant 1

'• in (;hrist's ( .arden : 1 »r. A Short < 'ati-

"ehism. l-'nlarijetl hv a three-lold Xy-

"]H-ndix." it was ilediealed "d'o the

Church aiul (Ami^reLjation of ( 'helmslord. "

Aec.rdiiit; to •• Allen's History ol

('helmsford " this I'list hook wrillcn in

that town coiilained the following; inlro-
I

<luctory remarks, which are certainly '

orii^inal in expression, if tluv do not

resemhle the utterances of a t'aniou-. Ilcti-

tious character creatcil li\- iJickens and

vailed -'Jack Duiishy" :
—

" lleloved. what is here ])resented to

puhlic \iew is yours. I'or lookiny; to the

jioor penman, as relating to you ; to the

external moving cause as rising firstly and
freely from you ; to the entl and use as

centering in you : to the reason of the

puhlishing hereof as resting with \ou
;

and to the care and costs as to that end
expended hv you ; it must not othrrwise

he detciniined, than to lie yours. Which
heinjj so, you have saved me the lahor of

prel'acing on hehalf either ol this so

necessary and fruitful an exercise ol cate-

chising, (ir of this ]iresent draught, or of

puhlishing it. The present encumhrances
of our new lieginning, sou know to have

(k-idineil me till of laic- trom writing, and
my own inaliilitic-s much more Irom puh-

lishing, heing rather desirous ol making
use (jf some oihrrs' lahors that way, or at

least of acting m\- own feehle aiiiirehen-

sions in a more private manner among
our.-elves. lUit ( iod hath moved your

minds lir-t to see, and seeing to ( au.se.

that it must he as it is.

"

.Mr. .\llen .--aid : "'i'lie work is moder-

ate in doctriii'S, calholic in its spirit, and

well suited, as il was doigned, to water

the <.)live I'lants in ( hrist's garden." We
slKuild he glad to ohtain a copy of this

ancient little hook ; and if any one in the

town of (.'helnistdrd pos^e.-.ses a copy,

and will part willi it, we will gladly

purchase il at a fair price.

In 171)0 a second woi k of thi> kind was

wrilleii hv aimllier clergvnian ot ('helms-

lord, which lea<ls to the helief that cate-

chisiiis were a fa\cirile kind of literat'iic

with the early sc-tliers of the town. We
have lielore us the little volume of N4 Jiages

hearing the following as it> tille-page:

••A ('atechism, conlaining the lii--t I'liii-

'
( iph > ol Keligiuus and Social duties —

" Ada]iled lo the ( apacilirs of ( hildrcMi

••and Nouth. and nenelicial to Heads of

'• families. Ky He/ekia!i Packard, Min-

" ister of ('helmslord. I'linled hySain-

'•uel Hall, No. 5,; (ornhill. Iloston.

••I7<1(.."

()\\ the front llv-leaf i- wiilteli the fol-

lowing, which shows who il was that fust

owned it: '•Reliecker I'.yam, ller Hook

— the giftofher mother, Juiielo, i7o'>."

This hocik i> now tlie propeily t)f (ieo.

M. l-dliotl of this cit\'.

'I'lie first of the works we have named

was printed one hundred and tliii t_\ -eight

years hefore Mr. ('overly •'set \\\\ his

nriiUine; press " in C'helmsiord ; and the
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second catfcliisin \va> i>rinted Uventv-unc

yt-ars later than tlie lirst. ^^'e should he

ghid to obtain a copx' of eitlier of them.

Allen's " History of (;helmslor<l ' was

printed hy 1'. X. Creen, of Haverhill, as

late as 1S20.

Although Mr. C'ovi-rly came to ('helms-

ford in 1775 (if we are correcth instructed
I

it was not till 1S24 that the first news-

paper, in this \iiinitv. made ils ajipear-

aiice. Cooks were lew then, rompared

with the present time, and the numlu-r

ol luwspapi rs throughout tlu- country

was small. l'r)liiieal and uKnal iirineiples

were discussed and dissi'iniiiatiHl thiough

the aid of pamphlets and handhills,

written for special occasions, and printed

at the expense of those personally inter-

ested in their promulgation. I'art) elec-

tioneering was also to a huge extent

carried on in this wav ; and we judge

that on this kind of work Mr. (overly

must have largelv rtdied for support.

The first newspaper attempted here

was the (.'//,/iiisfort^ Conrii-r, whicdi came

before the pulilic Saturday, August 13,

1S24 : at least there is no record ol any

one of an earlier date. At a later jieriod

the name was changed, to Chclnnford

rhiviii.x : I'Ut liefore this — March 23,

1S25 — a daring typo Ijegan the puldiea-

tionofthe /.mih's' /,i/,-r'irv J'ririn/. which

prolialilv hail hut a short existence.

When the manufacturing interests had

got a good fdothold in what aflerward

became Lowell, it is [Udliable that the

p>resses (if there were more than one,

which is not likely 1 and material came

here ; but not a scrap of the first office,

so tar as is known, has been for more

than a third of a centur\- in existence in

an_\ Lowell pi intiiig oliiee.

Early Newspapers of Lowell.

We have been lor some \ears endea\-

oring to secure at least one numl)er of

all the newspapers that have been under-

taken in this cit\-. Iluis f^ir we l:a\e

succeeded very well. The following is

a list ol those now in our possession :

I UK fUl'SKN r I.lsl.

('helmslord ('ourier, - - - 1821^

( helmsford I'lKcnix. - - 1S25
Ladies' l.iterar\- Liiend

(

!" a s t

Chelmsford >,
'

- - - 1X2^

The MeiriuKnk |ouinal, - iS2(>

Lowell (Weekly" journal. - 1X28
Lowell jiaily lournal, - 18:51

Lowell l'",vangelist, - - - i8:;i

Lowell ( )bserver, - - - 18^2
.\1 iddlesi'x Telegrapli. - - l8:;:5

Till- Times, - - - 1835
[ournal and .Mercurv. - - 18^1;

Lowell I'hilanthropi-i, - - i8^S
lournal and bulletin. - - - 18^5
Lowell Messenger, - - - iSi^i,

Lowell .\dvertiser, - - - i8".;7

Lowell Caske-, - - - - 1838
/.ion's llannei. - . . . 1840
Literary .Souvenir, - - - 1840

.\merican W'eslesan ( )l)server. - 1840
Star of Lethlehem, - 1841
New l''.nglaiul ( hristian .Vd\ocate, 184I
Middlesex W ashingtonian. - 1S43
1 he W ashingtoniar. - - 1843
Middlesex Standaro. - - - 1844
The ( iperalive, - . - . 1845
The True Keforiini. - - - 1S45
The Scourge, - -

- - 1845
Lowell Patriot, - . - - 1845
Lowell Republican, - - - 1845
The Xiagara, - . - . 1846
Lowell Patriot and Republican, - 1846
( iospel l''ountal-'. - 1846
Lowell Ca/etti , - - - - 1S47
1 ,ife in Lowell, - . - . 1849
The J )ayslar, . . . . 1850
Spindle (_'ity. - - . . 1,851

Lowell Mirror, - - - - 1852
Lowell Tri \\'eekl\- American, - 1853
L.)well Daily Herald, - - - 1853
The .Medical Kxjiositor. - - 1854
The ( hristian lua, - - 1854
1 laiK' .Morning Xew-, - - 1S56
The I .owell liumpt 1, - - 1857
Lowell Sentinel, - - - 1861

Medical Miscellany, - - 1862
.Middlesex Worker, - 1867
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Thtse [inix-Ts have cmm- to us iVum all

(liifi tioiis — tVcmi l)o\\n l-,ast niul Irnin

t Hi! West. Some liave heell suiil)lie(l liy

our citizens ; s<jme have lieeii sent in

honi the nei^lihoring towns. We hojie

to t^i-t still niort', as the iitiiiilioiuil < opics

— ;/(' iiitilf,r iii>:<< iiiiinv— 7C//I iifid /' tlw

We still laek. it will lie Seen hv the

names that follow, 'luite a numlier. I'ei-

soiis having a single numhcr ol an\ in

the list below, will conter a favor hy

sending them to us. When we have

seeure<l as nniny as are likel\- t^i he

•' rescued from ohlivion," we jirojiose lo

liind them — with thcise luiw [lulilished in

l,ow\-ll — in a substantial volume, an<l

deposit them in some place wlieie lliev

will lip preserved. They will iindouht-

edl\ he of more interest in years to come

than now :
—

I'Al'KKS NOT l.V C't K l.lsl .

The ( )rion.

The (ilobe.

! >ailv Review.
Ladies" Album.
The Lowell Star.

I'emale .Advocate.

The .\rt of 1 .iving.

Tlie World's Crisis.

The Sword of Truth.

The Literar}- X'isitor.

The Lowell ('ompend.
] ti.\on's Laily Review.
Tempeiance .Standard.

\\ entworth's W'averlev.

Jlu; I'.udg.t—(L. IL ihcktord.i

dhe rriith-Teller— (.\. Watson, l

L..well Haily Herald—.R AL St..ne,
i

L'ndoubtedlv there have been others

commenced here, the names of which we

have not been able to recall.

i'he Lowcdl P'nlv y\.iirii,il. of 1S31,

which is name<l in our first list, wa.s

short lived. The first daily that gained

a fast looting wa:; the present Courier,

which in lN4t) was chang'-d Ikhii a tri-

weekly to a dail\ and has so continued

to the present lime. The LoU(dl Direc-

tor\ for 1.S51 represents the d.iily wh.ii li

w.is then published under the compound

name ol l.owtdl P'li/v 'J-.tr-n^iI mid
{'I'uri,;- as having been lounded in iSj^.

'i'liis is cleailv an eiioi.

Some ol the papers which have come

into e\istence in I .owell assumed names

which were enough to swam|i them. In

lS:;2 the ])eople were laxiired with the

MiJii/i'jUw '/\'!('j^r<)/^/i 'fiJ Miin II fii /ii/ ;•.>'

iiU'l l-iriitcn' . /(/r '• .//; . Li 1X443 tem-

perance [laper was imblished. called the

MitltU,-it\\ W'l: hi !l:^;:'ui'! :i mi J'^rrth'!

iriiihiui^ioii Adv, >,<!/,-. In 1S45 John

.\bbolt 'familiarly called •'Long John."

who, if we remember corieclb, was an

intemperate tempeiance man i
began a

small paper which he(alled /'//, .SVc,/;•-,.

and about the same time a larger sheet

which he named 'I'll, 'I'r/i,- l\>'ft<ri)it-r aiiii

hidiipiiitieiil J'r,.>. W'e ha.e cojiies of

all these papers.

Wlial adds to the value <il lllese fugi-

tive nuinl lers ol tin- early pajieis ol 1 .ow ell.

is the lact thai theii; are no conijilete

files of anv one of them. Indeed out of

all that can be collected, papers fo: every

week, Iroin the beginning ol the lirsl one

down to 1840, cannot be secured. We
most desire copies of Lowell ]iap is pub-

lished />;•, 77i'//,. to LS40 ; since that date,

the Ides have been more careiull}' kept.
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Fi'obably the g-)-eatcr number of the papers in this

collection were received by him as the result of this

|)ersonal etfort. To this Association his loss is indeed

irreparable. To him more than to anyone else does it (n\e

its existence. lie was its tirst secretary, and when he

resigned on account of the pressure of business matters on

his time, it was unanimously voted •• that the thanks of

this Association be i)resented to Mr. /. K. Stone, to whose

ettorts, iu a invent measure, is owini^' its origin and success-

ful organization, and for his able and efhcient services as

secretary." Its purposes cxer appealed to him. lie was

one of the most valued contributors to the literary work of

this Association, no less than eight articles from his pen

ap[)earing in the six ^()lulnes of its " Contributions."' and

his careful veritication of all facts and data in these articles

makes them of great Aalue to any one interested in tue

subjects to which they relate.

Of especial interest at this time is his pa[)er entitled

'• The Old Residents' Historical Association : Its Origin

and Its History for TwentvT^'ive Years."' which was read

bv him before the Association. December "21. bS!);), and

appears with his portrait in the fifth \olume of the Con-

tributions. This article, which gi\ es an accurate account

of the origin of the Association and the history of the tirst

(piartei- of a century of its Ufe, is ])articularly interesting

because it (^xhibits tl](> authors innate modesty and his

skill in writing of a sidjject so nearly autobiographical,

with such slight refcn-euce to bimsolf. tlu^ principal actor

in it. While we may take pride in the past of this Asso-

ciation, and in the work done by Mi'. Stone and its other

founders, and resoht^ that its present mav be worthy of

its past, mav we not hope that the closing words of his

article, prophetic though they be. may reach early
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realization I After recalling the literary work of the

Association, and its collection of manuscripts, books,

painplilets. papers, etc.. of peculiar value, he says:—
•• The good work which this association has accom-

plished in twenty-fi^e years, one may dare lio[)e. is to be
followed l)y vastly more, of wider scope and higher ])ur-

pose. Is there not in this organization the germ of a

historical society in Lo\\ell which shall, eventuallv, have
ownership in a substantial edifice bearing its name, with
halls for its meetings and for puldic use. apartments for

its library, and ample room for its historic, literary, and
art accumulations, and which shall, likewise, be an honor
and an ornament to our f ni' city I So grand a thing mav
not b(^ consummated in the life time of any inhabitant of

Lowell t<>day, for life is short, and time is fleeting ; but

may it not be among the ])ossibilities now foreshadowed ?

"'

Although ^Ir. Stone possessed the tastes of an anti-

(piary, he was far from l)eing a recluse. \lc was a most

social man by nature, but tnodest to a fudt regarding him-

self and his abilities and attainments, lie was free fVom

envy to a nrarked degree, and was ([uick to perceive and

recognize worth in otlun's. Honest and sincere^ himself,

he had full f lith in tlu> honesty and sincerity of his fellow-

men. He was ever generous and ready to li(4[) those in

need. Especially Avas his kindness and assistance shown

toward young men and women who were f lithfully strug-

gling under difhculties and in need of a helping hand.

He was quiet and simple in his tastes, and possessed a

gentle dignity which well became Inni. While a man of

strong opinions and able to express himself with force and

directness if occasion demanded, he had a natural refine-

ment almost womanly. He looked upon wealth as a

trust, and his testamentary disposition of his property

manifests his realization of his stew^ardshi[). His bequest
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of .t:3{)()() to the liOW{>ll Cemetery, the iucoiue of which,

after caring- for his h>t and providing flowers at his wife's

grave and his own. shonkl be expended annnally " in

inii)r()ving lots Avhich have long been neglected l)y the

unknown owners or in other ways beneiicial to the ceme-

tery." exhibits his thoughtful care for the memory of the

neglected dead, and a delicate appreciation of the needs of

the cemetery of which he had been a trustee for many
years. His similar betpiest of J^l ()()() for the care of the

family burial lot in Elaine, and the application of the

surplus income '• in impi-o^ ing the neglected places "' in

that cemetery, shows his filial love and his tender regard

for the friends of his youth who ha\e found their resting

place in '• that sacred spot." as he calls it in his will. J lis

benevolence >\as inspired by love for his fello^Mnen. and

his division of the residue of his estate bet^^een the Old

Ladies' Home, the Ayer Home, and the Ministry-at-Large.

— a provision for the aged, the homeless children, and the

unfortunate in our midst.—constitutes a htting memorial

for a man whose life was ])ure and true, who honored tlie

city in which he lived, and who left the world better by

his having lived in it.

At the time of his deatli, June 2(5, 1^99. at the age

of 7() years, Mr. Stone was the Xestor of Lowell journalists.

Few if any men in New England i)ossessed a greater

knowledge of practical newspaper work, and few acllie^ed

greater success in his profession.

He founded The American Citizen and the Daily Citi-

zen, now published as a morning ])aper ; he edited and

published the Lowell Daily Courier and the Lowell

Weekly Journal for seven years ; he was at three different

times, covering a period of more than twenty years, the

conductor of the Vox Populi, of pleasant memory ; he
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founded t\w liowcll ^loniini;' Mail, and nas ac'ti\(dv

engaged, as its editor and ])ul)lislu'r until a few years

before his deatli. A reeord \\ liieh is certaiidy unsuipassed

in Lowcdl journalism.

l)ut a inore endurini;' monument to his menior}' as a

journalist, is the fact that in all he did. and in all he ^vrote

during' this loni;' career, he was eM'r the i;enei'ous. court-

eous gentleman. As one of his conteiuporarit^s ^^rote of

him:— •• \\c was ;•, journalist of the hii>-hest character, a.nd

a writer of much powei'. lie was emphatic hut always

just, and ne\cr feaiXMl to >av wliat he thoui;lit was foi' the

best int(M-ests of the i)(H)p]e. Jle was in e\erythini4' manly

and trutliful. and ne\(M- wrote a line in his lonm' newspaper

career that he needed to recall."" It is dilhcult to appr<.>-

ciate tlie wonderful influence of such a life in this

community. For oncm' half a century lie was a citi/en of

Ijowell. and during- all those y(>ars he wielded a power for

good or ill wdiich few nnai reali/e.—tlie Power of tli(>

rr(>ss. It is the glorv of Mr. Stone's care(>r that he used

this power f )r the pul)lic good, and \\ as e\c'r faithlul to

the higher ethics of his profession. He wrought his life-

work well, and laid down the burden of Ins years in ])eace.

without an enemy in the world, respected by all. and

loM'd bv many a friend.
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1001.

At the annual meeting of The Old Kesick^nts' His-

torical Association of l>ow(>ll held May 'is. 1901. Alfred

V. Sawver. ]^s([.. spoke of the necessity of some changes

in the association and its management if it was to meet

with continued success, calling attention to the gradual

decrease in memhership, the disadvantages of a voluntary

association, and the fact that the library and other prop-

ertv of the association had never been brought together

and catalogued. After some discussion the matter was

referred to a connruttee consisting of Alfred P. Sawyer,

Frederick Lawton, and Albert L. Bacheller. and this

committee reported at a special meeting of the associa-

tion held l)ecend)er 'ili. 1!)()1. as follows :

—

To The Old Residents Historieal AssociatioK (if LowtU.

Mitss :
—

Youi' ('ommitt(^e to whom at the last annual meeting

was referred th(^ following motion. • 'I'hat the matter of

incori)orating this association, of cataloguing its lii)rar\',

and of securing suitabl(> rooms, be referred to a com-

nnttee of three to be a[)pointe(l by the chair, wlio shall

n^port within six months," beg leave to sul)mit the

following report.

The Old Residents" Historical Association of Lowell

owes its inception to the desire of se\eral gentlemen ^^ho

were early I'csidents of Lowell, to form an association

which should be historical in its nature and should keej)
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alive their early recollections of the town. The one who

was most active in its formation and who aided it in everv

way hy word and pen. was the late /ina E. Stone, the

then editor of the \'o\ Popnli. whose sketch of the Asso-

ciation in volnme Hxc of the " C'ontrihntions
""

i^ix es a fnll

and accnrate account of its o)-yani/ation and its liistorN

for tw ('nt}-ti\e vears.

It was a pureU' xoluntary association limited in

membership to a certain portion of the comnn^nt^. 'I'he

by-lax\s fixinii,' the ([ualiHcations of ni(.Mnl)ershi[) re([nired

a residence in i-owell at the time of its incorporation as

a city in IS^Hi. or a residence* in Lowell for thirtv tliree

years, and an age limit of fort\-ti\(> \ears. No iittempt

at incor[)oration was ma(lt\ and the natural result of these

conditions in a citN' of chaui^'ini;' population like Lowell

was that the memheisliip tended to constanth diunnish

with small cliance of increasL'. XotNvithstaiidinu,' changes

in tlu- l)y-laws. this teiulencv had become so mai'ked that

in IS'.);} the by-laws w(>re again clianged. and tifteen

\('ars residence in Lowell or adjoining towns and the age

of twenty-one M'ars Avas made the ([ualitication of mcanber-

shi}). but e\en this change has not resultetl in an\ marked

incri^ase in meinbtu'ship or interest.

'Lhe original members, with but few exce[)lions. Inne

either died or removed froui town, and the i-e>ults of the

Association's existence aie slio\\n \)\ six Nolumes of the

•• C'ontril)uti<)ns
'"

ahead', pid)lishcd, a colhction of books,

papers, pamphlets, etc.. of local interest, and a fund of

nearly SlOO.

The membership, as re[)ort(>d by the secretary, is now-

one hundred an I twenty-one resident and three non-

resident meunbers. and the income for 1 !)()(), largely from

annual meuibersliii) ducsof ^ifl each, was ^1 ()()..") "J.
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'Hie Assoriatioii l)v the ronrtesv of the eitv of Lowell

lias tlie fi'ee use of a room in tlic> Memorial Buildini;- for

its meetiiii^s. and its hooks, pamphlets, etc., are stored in

the city lihrary in the same huildini^-.

The hy-laws do not provide for a lil)rarian to ha\e

charg'e of its eolloetions. and its hooks ai'o not catalo^nod

or e\eu ])resei'\('(l together in the eit\ hhrai-y. althouiili

there is a list of tiie Invj^v eollectioii of hooks. p;ip!'rs. etc..

ii,'i\en the .Association hv the will of Mr. Stone, so ih.d

tiiey can he identilied \<n\v comunttce earcesth ad\is(>

that a temporary lihiarian or a comnnttce he ai)[)()iiit!'d

to collect and arrange tic hooks and othcn- pi'opcrtN of the

Association and 1o catal()ii,iie tiiem.

As has heen stated, onh a \('r\ few of the on,iiinal

mcndx'rs of the Old Ivesidents" liistoi'iial Association

remain. No marked j^'ains in mendx'rship June Ix-en

made in rectnit years, and nnh^ss some increase ot' interest

shall he induced, it will cease to he self supportini;:. with

the natural result (»f final dissolution it is to this latter

condition that yonr conuuittee Ikiac i;i\('n their i^reatCNt

consideration, and durini^' the time allotted them the inem-

hcn's of the committee ha\(' \ isited scNcral other historical

associations, and h\ in(piir\ and h^ correspondence \\n\c

end(Ni\'ore(l to asctutain their method and pui'pose of

orn-anizafion. their nu^thoils of management, and the

soni'ces and reasons of their success or fiilure.

Massachus(>tts is rich in sncli associations. Her

history, the early founding of her to\\ns. and the illus-

trious s(>r\ices of her sons, furnish much niat(M-ial for the

historian and the anti(piarian. MauN towns liaAC their

local historical socii'ties. u herein ari' (t)llected and preser\"ed
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hooks, manuscripts, ohjccts of aiiti([uariau interest, and

wliat(>vei- nuiv illustrate th(> lite and times of tlu^ early

settlers of the town.

Hostou has sexcral. two of which, the Massachusetts

Historical Society anil the Xew England Historic (jen-

ealogical Society haxc a, national reputation ; Worcester

has two. the American Anti([uarian Society and the

W orcester Societ\ of Anti([uit\ ; and sinular associations

at W'atertown. l)rooklin(\ Dedhani. ^\'al[)olt^ Taunton,

Fitchhurg. Li^xiiigton. Concord, Salem. I[)S\vich. Lynn,

Gloncestcu". Xewhurx [)ort. and \\Ohurn. in this section of

the state, nuiv he mcntioiuuK Providence has the iiuc;

l)nilding and tlie priceless colhxdions of the TUiode Island

Historical Societ\ . and Concord, \. 11.. and other N\nv

England tov, ns sujjport such associations.

The Massacluisctts Historical Society was organi/ed

in 17!)1. and incorporat(>d hy special act of the legislature

in 1 7;) 1. Its inemherslup is linnted to one hundred, and

it is \irtuall\ a puhlishing society, issuing two series of

puhlications. one of proceedings and the other of col-

lections. It is ri(ddv (Midowed. and its elegant huilding,

1154 J)0\lston street. oNcrlooking the L'en \\'ay. contain-

ing its lihrar\ of iortv-eight thousand xolumes. and a

most valual)le collection of paintings and i-elics. hears

witness to the ahle management which has made it a

ty[)ical Boston institution.

The Xew England Historic Genealogical Society was

formed in IS44. and incorporated by special act in 1S45.

It owns a substafdial granite huilding on Sonuu-set street,

opposite the new court house, and its library contains

about twenty-eight thousand volumes and twenty-seven

thousand pamphlets. It possesses a membership of

nearlv one thousand, divided into honorary, cori'esponding.
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resident, and life iiieinhers. the last two elasses only l)eini>"

entitled to vote in the att'airs of the society. The annnal

dnes are three dollars, and its pro])erty. inclndini;- a lai'ge

nund)er of funds, is ^ alned at ahout ><16().()(1(). tt pub-

lishes the Ne\y I'lui^land Historical and (ienealogical

Register, and issues from time to time pamphlets on

various subjects relating to the purposes of its organization.

Its recording secretai-y. Mr. (ieorge A. (lordon. is w(dl

knowu in this cit\ . of w hicli he was a former resident.

The fine (piarters and extensive collection of the

Essex Institute at Salem, as also the collections of the Con-

cord and J.exington societies, are too well known to call

for extended notice.

'['he tA\() \\ oi'ccster societies ai'e in flourishing condi-

tion, and the fine l)uilding of tlie American Anti(piarian

Sorictv is shown in tht^ New England jNIagazinc for Jan-

nary. 1 !)()!. Ayhile tlie leading and finely illustrated article

in that numl)er of the magazine is devoted to tlie Rhode

Island Historical Society, at Pro\idence, \Nhich was incor-

porated by s[)ecial act of the (jeneral AsstMubly in 1S'J2.

Connng neaier liom(\ the Uumford IJistorical .vsso-

ciatioii. of W'oburii. wliicli was incorporated for the

pui[)osc of holding and preserying rlu^ l)irthplace of Count

ivumford in that city. has. in addition to the acliievemeut

ol that purpos(\ accumulated a libjar\ of generous propor-

tions, and holds funds for \\]v maintenance and fui'ther

a(l\ aiicement o! its ANork.

The Ipswich Association is housed in an old historic

mansion, and possesses an in\aluable collection relating

to the carl) history of tlu^ town, winch \\as settled in l()o4.

'i'he Lynn Historical Soci(>tN' possesstvs ain})le ([uart(U's.

consisting of hall, library, and ante-rooms, on the third floor

of the tine bnildinii' of tlic* Lvnn Institution for Sa\ina's. in
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the c<vitral part of the city, and its rooms are open at stated

hours. The annual dues are two dolhirs, and aUhouu,'h

a Y0)i:ii;' society, it has ah'eady achieved more than a

" hahitation and a name." Instructive kx'tures are given

in the \\inter, and excursions are arranged in summer to

points of historic interest. Tlie hidies of the society also

endeavor to give the society standing and to make it

useful in asocial way. Your committee helieve that there

is much in this Lynn society worthy of imitation, in that,

although not owning a huilding. the memh(>rs of the

societ\ make the most of the a(hantages they ])ossess.

The Dedliam Historical Society, incorporated in 1<S()2

hy special act. owns its 1)uil(ling. centrally located It is

of stone and firc^proof construction, and has a vault for the

reception of valuable records. Its lil)rary consists of live

thousand vohunes with card catalogue. Tlie memlx'rship

is al)Out one hundrinl and fiftv. limited to residents of that

town and of towns formerly a ])art of Dedham. which was

founded in l(v){). The annual dues are two d(dlars. and it

has no fund, hut depends on its inemhersliij) fees for main-

tenance. This society is a good example of succc^ss on

such lines achieved bv indi^•i(blal and united eftort. Its

vico-president and former secretary savs ihere is no attempt

to limit membership or to nrake the society exclusive. l)ut

every effort is niade to make the people of th(^ town feel

that it is their institution. Tlie library, in charge of an

assistant librarian who is paid ^flo per \ear. is open daily

at reas()nal)le hours, and the public has free access to its

shelves. A prize is offered by the soci(>ty to the gradua-

ting class of the High School fr)r the best paper on some

local historical subject selcvted ])y the society. Invitations
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are extended to other societies of a like nature to meet in

Dedhani. and in every way the pubUc is kept interested

in the society as a live, loeal institution.

It must not 1)0 sup[)osed. llo\ve^•er, tliat all liistorieal

societies are equally pros[)erous. I^uless supporte I by

public interest and the active work of its members, such a

society will fail to accomplish the })ur])ose of its organiza-

tion, and sink into a moribund condition. The Dorchester

Anti{iuarian and Historical SocietN, incorpoi'ated by

special act in IN.")"), after doiuii,- some verv good work, as

sho\\n by its published volumes relating to Dorchester,

has now been redncc^d to a membership of two. and the

Dorchester Historical Society, incorporated in 1S!)1, is

ocf'upying tlu^ field it once tillcnl so well. The ('aj)e Ann
Historical Soci(>ty. of (Gloucester, has rcMched a somewhat

similar condition. It has no I'ooms. and what property it

possess(\s is stored in a buihhng awa) from the business

center of the citv. aUhongli some of its nautical collections

were sent as exhibits to tbe J?an-Amci-ican l-lxposition at

Buffalo. The treasurer iidbrins the committee that tliere

seems to be no interest taken in the affairs of the society.

Probably tliis is (hie in [)aTt to the comparati\ cly isolated

position of th(> town. I)ut lack of public interest is neces-

sarily fital to th(> success of sncii an association.

It is to be obs(M-ved that all or nearly all of the

societies wliich ha\e been r(*ferred to in this report are

incorporated either l)v special act or uiuUn- g(Mieral laws.

It is not necessai'v to point out at length the objec-

tionable features of a voluntary association, or the advan-

tages of corporate existence. The former may, to a

certain extcmt. l)e obxiattMl by cai-efully drawn articles of

association and by-laws, but it still r(>mains a nondescript

orgaui/.ation, possessing many attributes of a co-[)artnership,
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with possible individual liahility of the mein1)ors for

the debts of the association and for the acts of their

agents. The title to its pi-operty is vested in the mem-
l)ers. and their remedies are more frecpientlv in ecpiity

than in law. \o great degree of permanency attaches to

such an association, and upon its dissolution its posses-

sions become the })roperty of the survivor or survivors, in

the absence of any agreement to the contrary. A corpo-

ration is a creature of the law. entitled to its ])rotection

and subject to its requirements. Xo liability ordinarily

attaches to its nuMubers, tlu^ title to its ])i-opertv is in the

cor[)ora,tion. and its cor[)orate existence, subject to legal

dissolution, is ])er[)etual.

Your connnittee believe that incorporation is far

preferable to continuance as a \()luntarv association.

if it shall be decided to incorporate our association,

it will be nec(\ssary to decide upon a corporate name ; and

while the name •• Old lv(^sidents" llistoricid Association."

or •• The Old Residents." as it is more commoidv called,

was originally iippro[)riate and possesses sentimental

value, its continued use is misleading, and to a cer-

tain extent detrimental to progress as an " Historical

Association.

"

The particular purposes for which the Association

was organized, by the men who were n>sident Ikh-c in

bs:')() or prior to that date, have l)een accomplished, and

their recollections and reminiscences of the earlv davs of

the town have been embodied in the \()himes already

published l)y the Association.

Our by-laws as amended are suffiriently broad to

enable all who would be interested in a local historical

society to become members.
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To maiiY. however, the ])resent name of the Asso-

ciation is ohjectionable because it inipHes age in its mem-
bers, and as such belief, whether justified or not, exists,

and will probably continue to exist, it would be well, in

the opinion of your committee, to select some name
descriptive of the purposes of the society and more general

in its a])plicati()ii. It will be observed that the name in

general use is the name of the town coupled with the

words "historical society." In several instances, however,

the name is more specific where it is desired to perpetuate

some particular name or' locality, as the " Ivumford His-

torical Association "' of Woburn ; the " Historical Society

of Old Newbury ;

' the •' \\'ebster Historical Society " of

Marshfield. now extinct, and tlie "Oak Tree Association
''

of Charlemont ; and frecpiently the name indicates a

broader scope, as the " American Aiiti(piarian Society
"

of Worcester ; the " Cape Cod Historical Society " of Yar-

mouth ; the "Connecticut \'alley Historical Society" of

Springfield; tlie ''Old Colony Historical Society" of

Taunton ; and the " ^^'orcester County Historical Society
'

of Worcester, also extinct.

l)ut whatever the name of the society, and whether

incorporated or a mei'e voluntary association, it is the

belief of your committee tliat some means should be

adopted to bring it more in touch with tlie public aiul to

make it more entitled to its su])port.

As has been stated, this Association has the free use

of a room in the Memorial Ibiilding, but its occupation

is not exclusi\e. as other societies share its occupancy,

and its coHections are in ditterent parts of the building,

not readily accc^ssihle. and not catalogued. A visitor in

the city wouhl hav e no means of knowing of the existence

of the Association except l)y searching the city directory.
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aiul even then our collections would not be accessible to

him. In order to make our Association an institution of

this city and known to its citizens, it seems to your com-

mittee that some ditterent arrangement should be made,

and that the Association should be brought more })rom-

inently before the public. The Lynn Historical Society

seems to occupy a tield somewhat similar to ours, in that

it is supported in a manufacturing city of com})aratiyely

recent growth and with a changing population. Possess-

ing no building of its own, it does not depend upon the

courtesy of the city for its (piarters, but shows its pro-

gressiyeness and s(df-reliance by leasing rooms suitable

for its purposes in a most ])ublic location, as has been

described.

Your connnittee haye giyen the matter of location

and suitable rooms some consideration. 'l\\c\ disclaim

any intention of criticising the present quarters occu))ied

by the Association, their belief being that they are

iiiade<piate for our needs if the Association and its

library and collections are to ])e of value and practical use

to the members and the public. The Memorial Ihiilding

is eminently appropriate as a location for a society so

closely connected with the hist(n-y of the city as is this

Association, and if we could have the exclusi\e occupa-

tion of rooms in this l)uil(ling so that they could l)e

furnished and our collections ])rought together in them

and made accessible and safe, such quarters would be

sutticient for our present needs. The purpose of the

committee is to bring betbre the Association the considera-

tion of the ({uestion whether our ])resent location and

acconnnodations and the methods of conducting t\\v Asso-

ciation, are best calculated to j)roduce growth and future

deyelo|)ment and to arouse popular interest in its welfare.
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From their examination of the condition of our

Association and of the history and present statns of other

historical societies, as briefly outlined in this report, your

committee have reached the followini^ conclusions :
—

That a society of this kind, unless sufficiently

endowed, mnst relv u})on public interest in its work, and

upon popular support ;

That in order to reacli the })ublic it must occu[)y a

prominent position anioni;' the institutions of the city, and

be in touch with the people ;

That it must ins[)ire contidcnce in its pnr[)Oses and

belief in its permanencv as such an institution.

If the Association can inspire confidence in its pur-

poses and l)elief in its permanency and success, it will

undoubtedly Ijecome the proper custodian, by i>-ift and

be([uest. of many articles of historic value and interest,

and perhaps, if worthy of the trust, the recipient of gifts

and l)e([uests of a more substantial nature.

The Dedham Historical Society received its fine

buildiii<4- by gift, after it had proved its usefulness to the

connuunity.

The ^Vor(•ester Society of Anti<puty. which has

always been remarkably acti^e and successfnl, received the

land on which its building stands and liberal contributions

toward its construction from the president of its ri\al, the

Ameiican Anti(iuarian Society. In its ])nildiug is a fine

hall called •• Salisbnrv Hall."" after the Society's benefactor,

and at tlie dedication of this hall Mr. Salisbury said :
—

'• Tliis Society started without endowment, nucleus, or

projjerties which would serve as an inducement for wider

exertion, its possessions are almost entirely the result of

the unaided de\oti()n of its nuunbers to the purposes and
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objects of their organization. IIom' stable and satisfactory

has been eacli step of progress nnder such con(Htions is

demonstrated by the rapid groMth and development of the

Association."

The Worcester Society, by the activity and zeal of

its nunnbers, has only realized for itstdf the fnltillment of

tlie hopes and wishes of the founder of our Association in

our behalf, as set forth in the closing lines of his Sketch

of the Origin and Historv of the Old Residents' Historical

Association before referred to :

— " Is there not." he says,

'• in this organization the germ of a historical societv in

Lowell which shall, eventually, have oM'uershij) in a sul)-

stantial edifice bearing its name, with halls for its meetings,

and for public use. apartments for its library, and ample

room for its historic, literary, and art accumulations, and

which shall, likewise, be ati honor and an ornament to

our fair city t

"

An historical society in Lowell ought to be as success-

ful as like societies in Lynn, or Dedham. or A\ orcester, if

given like earnest support by its members and the public.

As a step toward such result, your committee believe

that incorporation under an a[)})ropriate name, and the

occupation of commodious (juarteis, where our library and

collections, properly catalogued, may be readily accessible,

are essential, and so report.

ALFRED r. SAWYER,
FREDERICK LAVVTOX,

ALBERT L. BAOIIELLER,

C'onnnittee.

Lowell, Mass., November 2:3, 1!)01.
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The foregoing report was accepted, and it was voted

to incorporate The Old Residents' Historical Association

of liowell under the name of the I;Owell Historical

Society, and the committee appointed at this meeting to

prepare for incor[)oration reported as follows at a meet-

ing of the Association held April "24, 1902.

To T/ie Old Uesidetits Historical Associdiion of Loiccll :
—

Yonr committee appointed to prepare for incorpora-

tion of the Association nnder an appropriate name, and

to snbmit a draft of by-laws for such proposed cor])o-

ration, beg leave to report that they deem it advisable to

incor])orate in accordance with the provisions of Chapter

125 of the Revised Laws of this Commonwealth, nnder

the name of the Lowell Historical Society, and herewith

snbmit the draft of by-laws accompaining this report as

suitable by-laws for the proposed corporation.

ALFRED r. SAWYER,
Chairman. •



BY-LAWS
OF THE

LOWELL Historical Society.

AHTTCLE T.

NAMi: AM> ITIM'OSK

"riie LdWi'll Ilisloiical Society is foiiiu'd for tlir inii'iiost' of

collecting and picserving" hooks, manuscripts, I'ccords, and ohjocts

of anti(iuarian and Jiistorical interest: of encouraging tlie study

of local Instory ; of maintaining a library; and of publishing

fi'om time to time whatever may illustrate and perpetuate the

history of LoA\'ell and adjacent towns.

AUTK'LE II.

rrm-: to i'ikumokty.

Se( riox 1. All books, maps, manuscri})ts, newspapers,

magazines, and pamphlets; all pictures, paintings, and works

of art; all relics and other objects of anti(iuarian and historical

interest received by this cor[)oration (excepting such articles as

may be loaned to it) shall be received and held by it upon this

trust and contidence, that in the event of its membership l)eing

reduced to five, or in the event of its dissolution, sncii of its

personal property as above described shall in either of said events

l)ecome the property of the CMty of Lowell, to be l)y it preserved

in its Public Library or other suitable Ituilding; {)rovided, how-

ever, if said city shall not so accejit said property, this corporation

may, for the ]iur])Ose of dissolution, by the vote of three-fourths

of its members, assign, transfer, and convey said property so

received and held bv it to some other historical society in said
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Lnwcll, ()!• w'itliiii tlir (
'( »imii( HI wcall li of .^[;issacliusctts, l»y wliicli

said |i]()|iril y may he jircscrvcd for llic benefit of llie public; and

])i'ovi(le(l. fiirllier, lliat llie librarian, by the authorization of the

executive conunittee, nia\' from time to time exchange or sell any

duplicate copies of such l)ooks, nia])s, ne\vspa])ers, uiagazines, and

pamphlets of this Society, which may come into its jjossessioii,

and an\' ])eisonal pioperty not ai)proi)riate to its library or cabinet.

Ski r. "J. All books, recoi'ds, ])apers, ;uid xoucheis, used

and receiveil by any ofticer of this Society in connection with its

affairs, shall be and veniain the jjroperty of the Society, and be

delivere(l to his successor in otiice.

ARTICLE III.

:MK:Mi}Knsnii'.

SKr'TIo^' 1. The Society shall l)e eo]n})osed of resident, life,

cori'espondino', aiid honorary meinbei's. IJesident and life mem-
bers only shall be elii;ible for office, or l»e entitled to vote, or to

take part in the business of the Society.

Skct. 'J. Any ]terson, luale or female, t\\'enty-one years

of a_";(', icsident in Towell or in the adjacent towns of JUllerica,

du'lmsford, Dracut, Dunstable, TeAvksbury, Tyni;sborou,<;h, or

Westford, may become a resideid. nuMuber of this Society.

Skct. 8. A])i)lication for nu'udx'i'ship in this Society shall

be made in writing;', accomi»anie(l with the admission fee,

and I'eferred to the executive conunittee; if approved by a

majority of said comnnttee, election shall be by ballot at any

meeting of the Society.

Skct. 4. If any person elected a resident member shall

neglect for three months, and if any ])erson elected an honorary

or corresi)on(ling nu-mber shall neglect for six months after noti-

fication of his election, to accept his membership in wiiting, such

election shall be void.

Skct. 5. All members of The Old IJesiderds' Ilistoi-ical

Association of Lowell are hereby declared to be members of this

Society, ])rovided they shall subscribe or assent in writing to

these bv-laws before July 1, 190'J.
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AKTK LK I\'

Fi;i;s AM) i>i !•;

Section 1. Each resident Jiicinlicr shall pay t wd ddllars into

tlie treasury at tlie time (if his admission, and two dollai-s as

animal dues on tlie tii'st day of (^acli .Inly follow iiii;' one \t'ai' from

the date of his admission.

Ski r. -!. If such niendiei' shall ])ay into the treasuiy liftv

dollars in addition to his prcNious paymeiUs, he shall thereliy

heconu' a life meml)er and he thert-after exempted from the pay-

ment of aimual dues.

Si:( r. ;!. All I'lHH'ipts fi'om life-niend)ershi]» ]iayments shall

he invested and held as a fund, and tlu' income only thereof he

used for the g'eneral pui'poscs of the Society.

AKTR'LE \'.

AViTUUKAWAi, Fno:\r MKMi:i:i;siiii>.

Skction' 1. Any memher may withdraw from the Society

at any time, hy sending;' his writtt-n resij^iiation to the I'ccoi'di no-

secretary, and payin.n' all dues.

Se<'t. 'i. Any niendier may he expelled for non-payment of

dues, or for any other cause, at any nieeting' of the Society, u]ion

the recommendation of the executive comnnttee hy a thi'ce-fourths

vote of its memhi'rs, ten days' notice in wi'itin.u" of such mectin,i;'

and its jnirjiosc havinj;- heen first t;iven to such mcndtei-.

AKTK'LE VI.

MKETlXfiS AND (.'roUCM.

Section 1. Reg'ular meetings of the Society shall he held in

its rooms on the second Wednesdays of l-'ehruary, Ahiy, Octoher

and Decemher of each vear at T.ol) o'clock c. m.
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Ski r. i!. Tlic I'cuular mcctiiii;- in l-'clii-uai'y of each year

sliall lie the annual nit'etini;- (if the coi-porat ion. for the election of

ottieers and the transaction of any other business which niay

lepilly conic before it.

Sk( r. ;5. Special meetings of the Society shall be called l)y

the recoi'diuL;' seci-etary, or in case of his absence or inal>ility,

bv the corrt'S]iondin!4' secretary, at the retjuest of tlie president,

or of tbe executive connnittee, or at the written recjuest of not

less than five members of the Society.

Si:("i'. 4. Written or printed notice of all nu^etinti,'s shall he

sent l)y mail by the secretary to all resident and life meniliers of

the Society h\'e days at least before the meeting', which notice

shall briefly state the business to come before the meeting.

Skct. ."). Nine nu-ndters shall constitute a quorum for the

transaction of l)usiiiess, but a less mimber may adjourn.

AIJTK I.K \1I.

oliUKi; OF IICSIXKSS.

At all meetings of the Society the order of business shall he

as follo^^'s, unless otherwise ordered :

—

First. Heading of the records of the preceding" meeting'.

Second. 'IMie report of the corres]»onding secretary.

Thii'd. Tlie rt'port of the treasurer.

Fourth. The report of the librarian.

Fifth. Tlie report of the executive connnittee.

Sixth. Tlie election of mendiers fi'oiii aii[ilicants approved

by the executive committtn'.

Sevt'nth. At the annual mectiiig', the election of officers and

action on matters inclmh^d in the call for the meeting',

Kightli. At special meetings, action on matters included in

call for the meeting-.

Ninth. 'I'lic I'cading of papers.

Tenth. 'I'lie nnlinished liusiness and the assignments of the

last meeting, taken up in their order, and the transaction of other

business.
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AirncLK VIH.

Skc'iion 1. Tlu' otIiciMS of tlic Society sliall he ;i pi-csidciit,

a vire-presi(h'iit, a rfcordiiii;' secretary, who shall lie the clerk of

the corporal i(»ii, a correspoiidiiiL;' seci'ctary, a treasurer, and a-

lihrariaii. all of whom shall he electe(l hy hallot at the aimiial

lueetiii:;', and shall hold their re'speetive ottices foi' one year and

until othei's are elected in their stead.

Si:( -r. "J. 'I'he forenoini;' otticers, with six: othei- iiiendiers to

be elected by ballot at the annual nieetin^' for the term of one

year, shall constitute the executive coiunutlce of the Society.

The jiresident shall be the chairnian, and the recording,' secretary

shall be the clerk, of the executixc eonunitlee, and each nuMubc^i'

of the connnittee shall be entitled to one \(ite. 'idle eldest in

]>oint()f ser\ice of said six luendiers of the executive connnittee

sliall not be eli^ilile for re-election until the expiration of one

year, at least, after the expiration of his term.

Si:( I-. ;i. N'acancies in said offices or in the executi\t' coin-

niittee shall be filled by election lt\' ballot for the unexpired Ici-ni,

at the i'ef;ular nieetiui;' next following' the occui'i'ence of such

vacancy, or at a special meeting- calle(l for that i>ui'])ose, but

vacancies in said offices may be tilled tem])oiarily by the execu-

ti\e committee until such election.

Si:( r. 4. Immediately after the adoption of these liy-laws

the aboN'e ollicers and niend>ers of the execiit iA'e committee shall

\)v electe(l by ballot, and shall hold their respecti\'e oflices until

the annual nieetiui;- on the second Wednesday of Fi'bi'iiary, I'JOiJ,

and until others are elected in their stead.

Airrici.K IX.

•rui-: i'i;i>ii>KNr

The president shall be the chief executive ofticei' of the

Society. He shall i)reside at all its lueetin-s and at those of the
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cxc'cut i\ ( (•(iiimiittt'f, ;iii(l sliall cxci'cisc a Liciicral sii|i{M'visi(iii of

tlic Society's att'airs, siil»jcct to the (iiicctioiis of tlie cxt'cutive

coiimiiltcc.

Ill tlif absence of the president the \ iee-picsich'iit shall

presifU'.

ARTICI.K X.

rni: i;i:« oh'DiNt; skciiktahv.

SiccTio-N 1. The reeordiii,*;' secretary, or in ease of hisahseiiee

or inability, the eorrespondiii,!;' secretary, sliall call all nieetinu'S

of tlie Society and of the e\ecuti\'e coinmittee as herein pioxided.

Si;( I'. •-!. lie shall attend all nieetin.ns of the Society and of

the executive connnittee, and sliall keep an exact record of the

same.

Si:( ]. ."!. In the absence of the ])resident and of the vice-

president, he shall, if present, lall the meeting- to order and

preside until a president oi' chairman ])ro tempore is chosi'ii.

Skct. 4. He shall keep a correct record of tlu' names and

addresses of all membeis, alphabetically arraiii^'cd, in a book kept

for that pui'pose.

AKTK'LK XI.

'I'lIK <OI!RKS1'OM>1\(; SKCliK TARV.

Six'i'iox 1. The cori'espondiiii;' s<'ci'etary shall notify all

])ersons of theii' election as nuMubers, and send to each a co})y of

the by-laws.

Skcv. 'J. lie shall conduct all coi'rcspondeiice of the Society

not otherwise provided foi-, and shall preserve all letters received

and copies of all letters sent.

S|.;(T. y>. lie shall read atc\ery r(\i;ular meeting' the com-

munications ]\v has I'cceived since the last meetiiiu'.
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Airru'LK XII.

'I'liic 1 i:KAsti;i;i;.

Skctiox 1. The trcMsuicr sliiill ((illcct and vcccivt' all moiiev

(liic to the Society, and Ik- the custodian of its funds. lie shall

pay all bills wiiicli lia\t' been lirst aiiproxcd in wrilini,^ by the

executive coniiuittee, and sliall Icec]) full and rej^-ulai' books of

account wldcli witli his vouchers and iuNcsted fnntls, shall at all

times 1)(' open to the inspection of the e\ecuti\'e connuitiee.

.Vt the annual niectinL^- he shall subnut- a written report of all his

doings for the prececlinL;- year and of the tinancial condition of the

Society, but no reportof (lie treasurer shall be recci\cd which

has not been appi-o\cil by the auditor appointed by the e\ecuti\e

eoniniittee.

Si;cr. 'J. When re([uired to do so. In; shall .u'ive bonds to

the satisfaction of the executive connuit lee for the faithful per-

formance of the duties of his office

AirricLE XIII.

rur; i.ii;i;ai;ia n.

Skci'ion 1. The libi'arian shall ha\c cliai\i;-e of all the

properly of this Society mentioned, described, and referred to

in article second of these bydaws.

Sr.cT. '2. He shall propcrl>' arranL;'e and keep said lu'opcrty

in such ]ilace as may be (lesiL;nateil liy the execuli\(' comiuiltee,

and shall cause a calaloiiue thereof to be madi\ which he shall

rcAise and correct from time to time as occasion demands.

Sk( -r. ;!. No book or otiicr article in the custod> of tlit^

librarian shall under any ci!\unistances be loaned or renio\cd

fi-om the rooms of the Society, and he shall be held accountable

for the safedcee-pin^' of the property in his custody.

Si-;cT. 4. lie sliall ackuowli'd'^v e\crv .^'ift which may be

made to the Socicl)- for its librar\' or cabinets, and shall at. all

times do whatever is in his p iwer tn increas and prcserNc the

collections in his eare.
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Si:( r. ."). At llic rt'^iiliii' inccliii.^s he shall rcpoit all aeees-

siciiis made lo the |ii'(i|it'i-l y in his charge siuct' tlu' last intH'tin.u"^

and shall report al the annual nicclin!;- upon the condition and

needs of the libiary. and shall luinish a detaile(l list of all shifts

reeeivtd durinij,- the ycai- and the names of the donors.

Skct. 0. lie may ha\c an assistant, a]i})ointed hy the execu-

tive commillee, who shall aid him and the othei- otlieers of the

Society in the jfcrfoiniance of tlu'ir duties, m ho shall receive sucli

compensation therefoi' as the executive committee may determine-

AirncLE XIV.

'ruK EXKcrrn- !: ( o.MMrriKi:.

Skc'I'ion 1. T\\v executi\e connnittee sliall sujierintend and

conduct the i)i'iidential and executive business of the corixtra-

tioii ; estat>lish rules foi' the transaction of their own business :

recei^e and rejxd't to the Society all aii]ilications, resignations,

and hirfcitnics, with a stiitemeiit of their rt'commendations

thereon : pid\ ide all printe'd forms and books of record ; ap])oint

such subordinate otticers or a,!j,'ents as they deem necessary:

make all iiilcs and rc^'ulations for the use of the library and

rooms of tlu' Society ; and see that the by-laws are comi»lied

with.

Si:( r. l'. 'I'hey may annually u]ion ori;'ani/.at ion. ajipoint for

a term not exceeding- their year of ottice, and jticscribe the func-

tions of, such commit tci's of theii- nund»ei'. or of the members of

the Society, as they may deem e\]iedient to facilitate the admin-

istration of the Society's affairs. They shall so apjjoint a finance

connnittee : a commillee of llu' library ; and a t'onunittee of mem-
bership.

Si:( r. ;!. 'I'hey shall report at every meeting of the Society,

such business as they may deem it ad\ isable to jtresent, and at

every annual meeting;' ihey shall present a detaile(l report of the

affairs and condition of the Society since the last ainiual meetini;'.

Sij r. 4. They shall keep exact records of all their meet-

ings, \\hich shall always be open lo llie inspection of any membei'

of the SocielV.
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AiriK LK W.

Till': I <>i:iM(i; \ ii-: si: a i.

Tli.e seal of llic coi'iioratioii sliall l>c a circle willi llic words

" l.owcU Ilistoiical Society'' enclosing- the words " riicorpoiated

lilO'J," and may l)e itn]>ressed ii|ioii any iiistiiniieiil !•> t lie proix'i'

ottiecr of tlie Sot'iely. It sliall be in the custoilx' of the recording'

secretary.

Airric i.K wi.

A.MKMiM i;.\ IS.

Sk( iioN I. No alteration shall be made in article two of

tliese by-laws.

Skci'. li. Any other article of the by-laws may he altered,

aniencU'd, oi- i"e]H'ale(I, at any meetiiiL;- of the Society by Note ot

two-tlnrdsof its members present and Notini;-; pi-ovided,a written

recommendation of such chaiiice, sii;iie(l by at least ti\(' mendiers

shall ]ia\e heen .i;iven at a i»revioiis nieetim;'. and entered on the

records, and the proposed alteration, amendiiieiit, oi' repeal is

inserted in the call for the meeting'.



Acceptance of Bif-Lairs and Certific((fc of

Incorporation. May 10, 100J.

The siibscril)or,s to the agTeemcnt of association met

May 10. 1902. and perfected their orij^anization. adopting-

the foregoing by-laws, and tlie certificate of incorporation

of tlie Lowell Historical Society was issned l)y tlie Secretary

of the Commonwealth of ^lassachnsetts May 21. 1902.

The committee appointed to catalogne the library and

other pro])erty of the association sul)niittcd its report,

gi^•ing an itemized and alphabetical Hst of its books,

])a])ers. pamphlets and f)tlier property, and these were

formally transferred to the Lowell Historical Society in

accordance with and n})on the terms of the following vote

l)assed May 2S. 1902:—
••'i'hat all property owned by The Old Residents'

Historical Associatioii of JjOAvell be transferred, conveyed,

paid over, and delivered to the Lowell Historical Society,

a body corporate, located at Lowell, in the Coiinnonwealth

of Massachnsetts. as the snccessor of said Old llesidcnts'

Historical Association of Lowell, but npon and snbject to

the following exce])tions, trusts, and conditions: —
•• 1. 'I'hat the treasurer of this Association shall from

the money in his possession tiist pay all its outstanding

indebtcnlness, and shall reserve a sum suiiicient to pay for

the pr(>[)aration and ])ublication of any remaining volume

or v()lum(\s of the -Contributions' of this Association, and

then pay oxer the balance of its money to said Lowell

Historical Society.
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'' 2. That all books, maps, inaniiscripts. newspapers,

magazines and pam])lilets. all pietures. paintini^-s. :ind

works of art, all relics and other objects of antiqua-

rian and historical interest, excepting duplicate copies of

said books, maps, newspapers, magazines and pamj)hlets.

shall be held by said Lowell Historical Society, and its

successors and assigns, upon the trust and confidence set

forth in section one of article two of its by-laws, namely,

that in the event of tlie membership of the said liowell

Historical Society being reduced to five, or in tlu^ e\"eiit of

its dissolution, the })ersonal property herein spcn-itically

described, and so transferred and coineyed to it, shall in

either of said events become the ])roperty of the City of

Lowell, to be by it preserved in its Public Library or

other suitable building; but if said city shall not so accept

said propei'ty. the said Lowell Historical Society may. ibr

the purpose of dissolution, l)y vote of three-fourths of its

members, assign, transfer and conve} said property to

some other historical society in said Lowell, or within said

Commonwealth, by which said })rop(u-ty may be preserved

for the benefit of the j)ublic.

'•3. That said duplicate copies of said books. ma])s.

ncwspa})ers, magazines, and pam})hlets, and any other

personal property excepting said manuscripts, pictures,

paintings, works of art, relics, and other ol)jects of anti-

quarian and historical interest hereby transferred and con-

veyed, which may not be appropriate for the library or

cabinets of said Lowell Historical Society, may 1)0 sold or

exchanged by it. as provided in said article two of its

by-laws; and that the president and treasurer of this

Association are hereby authorized and empowered in the

name of this Association to transfer, convey, pay over and

deliver all said pro[)erty of The Old Residents" Historical
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Association of LoAvell to the said liOwell Historical Society

in accordance with this vote and npon and subject to the

exceptions, trusts, and conditions herein contained, and to

execute and deUver in behalf of this Association all proper

and sufficient instruments in writini;- therefor."

The present volume completes the series of the

"Contributions" issued by The Old llesidents' Historical

Association of Lowell.
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Harbour, Horace. 71. Bradlau>;h, Thomas I)., li)(>.

Harbour. Hoiace .1 r.. 71. Bradley. Isaac, 5(1.

Harker, Airre<l I)., 277. Bradley, Mrs.,;i44.

Barker, (ieorge K., 277. Bradley, Kev. Dr., ;W4.

Barnard, 1... 14!i. Bradley's Pandinj;, •')4.

Barnes, Henry IP. :!27. BradHlreet, Mrs. .A.nne, .38,<5.

Barret. Pleul. .lohn, 48. Bradstreet , (iov. W'illiani, 121.

Barron, .lona, 240. Brash, Kev. ,Tohu, 2(19.

Barron, Pieut. .lonathan, 241. Brewster, Elder William, 121.
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niiilKe, Kev. Elienezer, 2;!i(, T.\7. 244.

RrlKK«. I'^iiierKon, 50.

Hrlghain, EUzabetli I,.,8!!l>.

Brooks, A. L. A Co., ."72.

BrookH, (iov. ,Tohn. 56.

Brooks, I'lillltpR, 216, 220.

Hrown, AblHlial, 27.

Hrowii, .A nios, 2'i7.

Brown, Diivi.l, 2i, 2().

Brown, I<:iea/.er, i;i5.

Brown, Kphi-aini, 10, 2'). .'«), .'U-O.

l5ro\\n, (ieorue X., 17fi.

Brown, Jacol), 27.

Brown, ,)onus, 22, 2<), 20.

Brown, .losepli s., H42.

Brown. Leonard, IS:;, !!;!2, •12lt.

Brown, Ueulien, 22. 2(5, 24, 25.

Brown, Sanmel \\"., liOfl.

Brown, Thomas, 21, 22.

Brown, Willanl A.,;!2().

Brown, Kev. Williiun, 10:;, f(l».

Brown, Zacharia)), 27.

Bi-own. Mis Z., 2S.

Brown A More^, 420.

Brownell, (ieor.ne, 2.S7, 294.

Buckeridne, Bisliop, 224.

Bullock, (iov.. 00.

Burbank, I'rol., 44.

Bursess, Thomas F.. 02.

liurnham, I'hiletus. 107.

Butler, (;en., 102, 171, 175, 170, lot, 107

•.'.U\.

Butler. .IdHiiih. .'5.

Bulterlield, ('apt. Ben.jjiniin, 1:!4.

Buttriek, .John, 20.

Buttrick, ,Jonas, 2'i.

Buttrick, .lonathim. :V2.

Butlriok, .losepti, :12.

Jiyain, A nms, 250.

By-Laws of Lowell Historical ^ocicl

P>y-Laws, l{et>. of(.'oni. on. 410-457.

y, 150.

Cady, William U . K.;.

Calhoun, Kev. SDltan F., 20lt.

Card ell, F. I... 212.

Carney, .T. (i., 151.

Carjienter, Fhenezer, 13.

Carpenter, Minerva A., 1:!.

Chamberlain, Ca|)t. Isaac. 2.'i5.

Cliamherlain. .lames A., 2!t4.

Chamberlin, 15enjamiu, 141.

Cliambre, Kev. A. St. .lohn, D ]) . 102, HW.

Chaniidatn, Daniel, 419,

Chapin, Sam, .S6S.

Chase. Alfred, 53.

Chase, Charles C., ,S44.

base. I^'rancis N.. .'141.

base, l''rederick .\., ;'>I4.

base, Ira ^L. -'iOO.

base, .losepb, 5:;.

luise. .S;i nin»-l .V., ;!4L

base, William ('., :lll.

heever. Frederick .\ u.niislus. 175, I7ti. 177.

bclmslord History of. ."s.

belmslord Man u tact urinn Co.. 52. ;il4.

heney, Cleveland .1., 11:;, 250.

beney, (ieorye S., 270, :;20.

beslcy. .lohn T.. |.S2. 100, 420.

liild. Linus. 100.

lioale. Kutus. I.5S, 401.

bundi, < 'a plain, 121.

liurcli. I lenry ( 'ook. 272.

itizen, |iuil\' .Xmciican, 120.

lapp, .Tolni I)., 50.

lark, Asa C. is:;.

lark, .Miss Flli/a belli. 24(i.

lark. .Teremiab, 275.

lark..loliii, II.

lark. .lomis. 142. 144. 147.

l.-irk, Kev. |ir..O(;.

obiirii. < hni-les I'... si.

()l)urii.Cli;irlcs IL, 102.

uliurn. C. B. A- Co.. :;iO.

obuin. l-:dw:ird F.. ::::].

oimrii. l''raii kliii. 2.50.

obiirii, .lephtba, .50.

olbiirn, Warren, II, 101, 105, 2S1, 2-^7, 2s9,

290, 207. 20S, 2 to. :;oo. :;o:!.

olby, (feorue .L !,.. 17i;.

olljy, .lohn S., IS5, 205

olliiis. Dnv Id M., II, 70.

olliiis, MicliacI, 5:;.

(doiiial names, 400. 401, 404. <IW. 407, 42o,

420.

(inant . Abel K., 77.

oiicord Free I'ulilic Library, (lift of, 102.

oncord A- T>p\iii'4toii, April 10, 1776,

['ajier on. 10-".2.

ontcnt-. Talde of. Vols. I-VI, 17L

ontriliutions iSee lionations.)

onway. L()r<i. :i7S.

iH,k, l>avid. 204.

oojier, Kli, 201.

oojier, Isa!i<-, ;;tis.

ooper, \\'illiain H..270.

orey William. :i:;s.

ornock, Kdwin. :;07.

oiirl Colle<di<>n oC r.ooks, 21.S.

ourl . .losejiii A., 210.

ourt. Kev. Kobert, D. D., 207, r?2'.

ousens, (). M., 102.

owles, Miss Martha .\., -"44.
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t'owiej-, Charles, im. lOi, Ki'i, 32!!, :!'(!, 407, Duiilev.v, Mrs. Harriet. 200.

4(llt, 410, 412, 414, 42."). Duraiit, Henry K.. 174.

Craiff, Uev. .lames yi.,'2i)'.). Dusiin. Hannah, oHit.

Creighton, Klght Uev. Mansfcll,22!. Dutton, Warren, (15, 104.

Crevier, .Joseph, 422.

t:rocker, .Mrs. Sarah II., 40;',.

Cronuvell, Oliver, ;;.si.

Crosby, J'rol'., :>;!.

Crowley, lion. .Jereiiiiali. •fii;!.

Crowley, Timothy A., Ksij., Jiti:!

CiiniminjiS, .Mrs., 4ilo.

( nninock, A. (;., -"ol.

( 'iirnicU, \\. ']'., 27<i.

( 'urrier. .lacoli I!.. :;r)l.

Cni-iier. .Mooiiy, lilt.

Curl is, Miss Harriet C, 200.

Ciishinu. Col., 2:'4.

( 'ushini;-, ( ieorye S., 1 1.

Ciishlui;-, Miss, 40:!.

Cushins, Sherilf. ;!4(i.

I)<'ane, Itew Samuel, (iit.

Denipsey, l';itrick, I'.r.'.

Ea-ie Mill,
Cre\ ier, Christopher, 420.

Crevier, .lean. 420. 421, 122. ^
,,,.„,; , , „, Earle, Alice .Morse, 211.
I revier, .leaiiiie, 421). ,, . .,

Early .Newspapers of Lowell, 487, 440, 141.

Eastman, Miss, 14!i.

Eaton, Mrs. ,Jose|ih (1., 40;i.

Eddy. Itev. Dr., ir,2.

Edson. Uev. Theodore. 11.217,287.

Edwards, IJenJamin, l.M.

Edwards, .Jabe/,, 10.

Eliot, Hennett, 220.

Eliot Chnreh in Lowell. 220, 2-;o.

Eliot, Dr. Ellsworth, 220, 2HI.

Eli(U, .lames. 221.

Eliot, Uev. ,lohn, 220. 222, ;S2. .'iVO, 801, 81((i, 407.

Eliot, Lelteye AgKar. 220.

Eliot, Memorial ^\'indow to, in London.

Eliot, I'hiiip, 221.

l-iliot. Sai'ah. 220.

Dallon.charlesII.il. Eliot Work at Waniesit. I'aper on, 220,

Dalton,.Mrs. Henry i;., 102. 28;!.

Dalton, Dr. .lohn (
' , :;22. EUingwood, .lohn. !I0.

Dana, Dr. S. L., ;iOS. Emei'son, Ualpli Waldo, ;;02.

I >;ih tori h. Solomon, 2(10. Emerson. lvodne,\-. ISO.

Dan kcrs. .Jasper. 2:iO. .
Emer.s', Enoch. IS;!. liW.

Da\ is, Asaliel, 82i'. Emei'.v, ( ieoi'ge, 827.

Da\ is. A. A., 10:;. Emery, .Ma.i. Henry, li)S.

Da\ is, Elisha. .')(!, SI. Emery, .lames, 211.

Da\ is. .lohn. :;72. Emei-,v, /acliariah. 211.

Da\ is, .lohnson, 217. Endicott, (iov. .lohn. 8S1.

D.avis. .Moses, 112.21."). Endicott, Uock, 8S1, 8sr).

D:i\-js, ,Sidne\-. 110. 1 17. 227, ;;S(;. EiMist, .Mrs. Harold ('., 108.

Davis, Williiim. 201. Evered, .lohn, :i.S(;.

Dean. D.aniel II.,:;2s. Everett, ImI ward, 2(1.

Dean A- iiarnes, ;i2S. Exley, .loseph, 72.

P"aeruro\('s, (ieorge W., 8()6.

Farley, ^^ss Harriet, 200.
De\orman<lie. Uev. .lanu's, 2;!2. Farnsworth, E/ra, 04
Dimon. Hon. Chaiies A. U , 102.878,412. Farr. Asa W..llt;i.

Dixon. Ue\-. Sarah A., 1(); irrer, I'rof., .801.

Dod-e. Allen. 121. Fascntt, I'eter, 18.^).

Dod-e. .Joseph M., 2!H. FetdUiarin, Samuel. 270, 2St),

Dolge, LukeC.,S7. • Fellows, .lames K'.. l.so.

Donations to .Associjil ion, l(i. 01, Itn;, 20t), 1^'els, Anmist. .')'•.

;;;(>, :;:>(;, Field. Darby. 8S-.>.

Donovan, .lohn .1.. 102. Fire Companies, 2.V!, 2-.i;.

Douglas, I'rof. ( icor-e C. .N.,211. Fisher, Samuel, 201.

Drew. Charles W., 84.8. Fiske, Uev. .lohn, 221, 22'!, 80,8, 809.

Drew, Talt it Welch, 848. Fiske, Slierilf, .!1().

Druilleltes. Fr. (Gabriel, 227. Pitten, .lames, r,l.

Dudley, (iov. Thomas, 881. Fletcher. l',et.sy, 247.

Dugdale, .lames, 841. Fletcher, Elea/er, 810.
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Fletoher, Edmund Dix, o4U. Greene, Kev. John iM., li.l)., j!i:;, '^17, 2"(i

Fletcher, EKt her, '2;i6. -Mr,, ii-z.

Fletcher, Henry, 247. Grefiu', rrilnilc lo Dr. Ciiiirt by Kev. .lolin

Fletcher, .Joshua, 18."). .M., 1). |i., 21.'!, •2\r,.

Fletcher, Col. .losiah, fi8, ()5. (Jrecniialiic, (Jov., Idl!. i;!!.

Fletcher. .Justice (Jliver, HO, •i'JK. (iuillct . .losepli II.. liis.iiii.

Fletcher, Robert, 142.

Fletcher. Sarah, 247.
1
hullcy, ,1 ud^c Suinucl I"., ;;.,!, 407. 414.

Folks at .Neck in ye <)lden 'I'inie, l'ap<r

on,2:;4-2r)l.

Folsoul, .lonat ban I'., 1'), I.V.t.

Francis, Col. .lames H. Ri». 1(;2. lo;. 2r.». :UI.

:!2'.i. •{s.").

French, U. F., mc.

Frye, .Judt;e, !!4!{.

l<'uller, .lason, 42, 4:i.

Hale, Hemic
I laic, Kzekiel, ,'i(), .'>

;, ;V..

Hale, E. .J. .M., 5:;.

, ., Hale, Mrs. (ioorL'e S., 102.
Ford, Elisha. 2!M. ,, , ,, ^,, ..

_ „ Hale, .Moses, .')(), .'),).

H;ilc. l'crlcy..V).

Hiilc's .Mills..")").

Hall. 1). C..!i:-;.

French, Cyril. ISO.
i lan.-ock. ( iov. .lol,n,2l7.

French, .Josiah I5.,r,S,(iO. Hancock, Kev. .lohn, 217.
Frontenac,42.). Hardv, Aaron. 50.
Frye, Fre.lerick, 277. Harlshorn. Edwani.MlO.
Frye, Ira, 280.

, „ <• ...,

T... _ ... .,,., Harl , Uufus, .!4I.

Hart, (iHK()()<l .V, :fll.

HastiiiKS, Waller, •").!.

Hayes, .lonat hail F. C., 17(1, isi, 111,-,.

Ga^'e, Daniel, Hm. Hayes .loseph K,, S(i.

(Jarner, Edward, Kill. Hayley, Kev. .1. \V., 217.

Garnet. .Joseph, ,S1. Hayward .lames, 2(i.

Gates, .Josiah A Sons, MlO. Hayward, .Joseph, 24.

Gates, Noah E. 1'.I7. Ha/en. Carlos, SO.

Gates, Sarah L. IfiO. Hcald, MnJ. Ispbraim. 211.

GealoK.v, I'iiperon local, .'!.!-4.'). Heald. Hannah, 211.

Gibb it Conant, 7S. Heiild, .lobii. 2ii.

Gltrord, .James, DO. Hedrick, ( ieor^e, S.",.

Gilchrist, Margaret, 210. Hcnchnian. Ca pi .Mil.;.

Giles, Kev. Henry, liOI. Hill, Itenjamin C , 7S.

Gill. .Judi;e Charles, 427. Hill, Charles H., IS7.

(iill, Samuel. 42.;. Hill, Isaac, ISS, 429.

Gillis, ( 'athariiie, 124. Hill, Martha, 247.

(iillis, .Josiah. 124. Hill, l'aul,Sli. 114.

(iillis, .Mary S., 121. Hills, (ieorue D., 27:!.

(iilman, Alfred, 12. Hlldrelh, l-'isher A., H:i, isj, 1117.

(Jilmore, Katrick S., U.S. Hilton, Captain, 4:ir,.

(iilmore, William, (is. Illuckley, Isaio-, KH!, ill.

Goddard Sam 15., 201. II iiK'klcy, Capt. Wallace, 10(1.

(ioodell. Hon. Abner C..:ti»S. 404. Hiucbman. MaJ. |'homas. I2ti. 121t, M73. 39:!.

(ioodwin, Hon. .John .\ , is,, 201, 2(0, .H:i2, HltclK'ock, Krob. :i:;.

4:!0. Hoar. Hon. ( ieoruc F.. 270.

Goodwin, .Joseph 1'.., :;tis Holtt, 'rruewortby. IIU.

Goodwin, William P... 201. Holdeii, .\rleiuas, 111.

Gookin, Gen. Daniel, i:;o. 221*. 2:il , :;si), :-!ss. Holden, Daniel, .',2.

;{f|0, ;^93,39;!, 89t). Holden, Frederick A.. 1)0.

fJordon, Rev. I'eter, 20s. Holmes, (i. W., lis.

(Touldinff, .John, 5fl, 00. Hooker. Rev. 'riiomas, 221, 221.

Ciraves, .John W., 180. Hopkins, .James, 8(;.

Greeley, Horace, ir)8. Horn, Samuel, 274.

(ireen. Dr. .John < 1., 21, 2.")7, :!7;;. Home, Daniel W., .'Ifin.

(ireen. Dr. Samuel ,\., 210, 220, 402. Horsford, Prof., 87(1.
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Hosl'ord, Hocuin, :i:i2, -Ul. :U5.

How, Will., 47, -IS.

Howard, Benjamin, 217.

Howard, Horace. .S71.

Howard, Jacob, 2 Hi.

Howard, James, 871.

Howard, Martha, 247.

Howard, Rachel, 243.

Howe, Edward B., .H39.

Howe. Harrison G., (34.

Howe, Wlnthrop, 04.

Hubbard, Elder John D., 20;i. 217.

Hiiglies, John, 72.

Hunt, Samuel, 145.

Huntington, Dr.,Hll.

Hurd, Thomas, 01, (12.

Huse, Harry V., 185, ISO, 1S7, 200.

Huse, Stephen W., 200.

Illustrations, List of. Vols. 1-VL 4S(l.

Jackson, Dr. C. F., 801, 802.

Jackson, General, •'i2S.

Jackson, Patrick 'P., (SS.

Jacobs, H. M.. 102.

Jaijues, Mrs. Adelia S., 201.

Jaques, John S., 201.

Jaiiues, :Mrs. Xancy C, 201.

Jenkins, , 881.

Johnson, Benjamin F., 104.

Johnson, Captain Edward, 8S4.

Johnson, Miss Hannah A., 104.

Joy. A. Bruce, 111.

Judkins, J. J., 102, 4;!4.

Keach, A. K., 18:>.

Kemiisey, Adelia S., 201.

Kershaw, Abraham, 84.

Keyes, Daniel, 248.

Keyes, Solomon, 185, l;;C, 1.87, 286.

Kidder, Samuel, 18.

Kkbler, Enoch, M.5.

Kim; I'hlili.'s War. 120, 202, 8i'2, .805, 41

421.425.

Kim; Willlaiu's War. 800, 8!1S, 422, 48.5.

KlttreiltAe, Dr.. 211.

Knapp, IIoTi. Ciiauncv- L., 277, 8.82.

Knowles, Jolni A.,(!0.

Kiujwles, .lonat ban. 00, 01.

Knowlton. J. s. ('..287.

I.add. I.utlier ('.. 00.

Lamb, Miss Rose E., 402.

I.Hmson, William, .Jr., 2t!.8.

Lanji, Bickford, 15.

liHSt of .Sacliems of Merrimack Rlvi

Indians, .876-427.

Laud, .Xrchbishop of Canterbury, 224.

Laurent, Chief Josejih, 408, 408, 410, 424, 426.

Lauzon, Francis, 410.

I^aw, .James, 64.

Lawrence, Abbott, 158, 208.

Lawson, Hon. Peter, 72, 7.8, 74.

Lawson, Thomas B., 822.

Lawton, Hon. Frederick, 270, 851, 4.57.

LeBretton, Edward, 11.

Lee, Col. Jeremiah, 28.

liemaitr*, Madame, 427.

Ijeonard, Ira, 271.

Leslie, Edwin (
'., 12.

Letter on Fiftletli Anniversary of Lowell,

78.

Lewis, Joel, 204.

Lexington, Concord et, 10.

Libby, Oliver A., 410.

Library, Public, of Boston, 112.

Lincoln, Countess of, ,881.

Lincoln, Gov. [jevl, 270.

Lincoln, President, 868.

Literary Adelphi, 808.

Livermore, Judtje, 65.

Livingston, Ejiln-alm D., 480.

Livingston, William, 180.

Local Geology, Paper on, 8.8, 45.

Locke, George E., 105.

Lockwood, Rev. J. T., 281.

Loom, Before the i)ower, 4(!-74.

Lord, Henry A., 8(i(i.

Lovett, ('apt. Christopher, 877.

I,ovewell, Capt. John, l.'!7.

Lowell Ghoral .Society, 865.

Lowell Five Cent .savings Bank, '.01.

Lowell, Francis ('., 07.

Lowell Hist<)ri<-al Society, Proceedings of

lnc()r|)orati()n. 4li8.

Lowell Institute, 808.

Lowell Lyceum, .808.

Lowell Manufactui-ing Co., 72. 78.

Ludlam, Josepli S., U.

Mall, Lowell Morning. 4.80.

Manning, Warren IL, 88.'.

Manning. William, '245.

Mansur, Joseph W., 00. 06.

Marden, (ieorge .-\., 181, .847.

MarHhall, James, '2.50.

Marshall, Rufus, '2.50.

Marshall, Samuel, '285.

Marston, (George IL. 421.

Martin, Franklin, 827.

Marvel, Caleb M.,'J04.

Masons' Hall, 280.

Mass. Char. Mech. .\ssociation, 284.

Massasoit,.S7t!, 408, 421.

Mather, Rev. Cotton, 223, 4.8.5,
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Maxtleld, KuCus, I(!S.

McAlvln.Jolin 11., UlU'. 2(1^;.

McAitluir, Wllliaiii, .•JHT.

McEvoy, Hngii, I'J.

Mcl'iietres, Samuel A.. '_'(il.

Meolianies' I'lialanx. l'sii.

Merrill, Klizabeth, TM).

Merrill, JoHliua, 149, an.
Merrill, Otis (i., Uti.

Merrill, S. \., 1S2.

Merii mack MamiCacI iiriiij4 Co., "I.

Merrimark WOolfii .M ill. .-:!, :;(il.

Middlesex Meclianics' Association. His-

torical Sketch of. 27'.\-:a-2.

Middletou, Uohert, •')_>.

Miles, I{ev. Henry A., ti,",. ir,i'.

Miner, Dr., 4.il.

Mitchell. Charlotte, -lo:!.

Mitchell. .Melinila, -K);!.

Mi.xer, .Vii^ust iis. 21t!.

Mixer. Klijah, 1;')7.

Mixer, ,Iohn, II'.H.

Mixer, I'itnian A- i 'o.. s-j.

Ml.xer ct Wliitleniore. Sii.

Mooil.\-, I'anI, tir., 71. Ki). i^so.

Moody Scliool, !;-)!.

Montait;iie, jiislioii, 'Jil.

Monti;oniery, ( 'liarles 11.. i\'.).

Moor, Ijieiil. .Joseph. iMs.

Morey, (ieorne l<'., is;,:i.s-j.

Morrell, Charles, :>:;'.».

Morse, Isaac S.. .".Td.

Morton. Hon. lA-vi P.. 1:!.

Morton. Thomas, MT'.i.

Mosele.N'. < 'apt., .'i'.ij.

Xaamirook, l-tl).

Xanomoeomuck, ;!St;.

Neal, Rev. Daniel, :^2>.

Xesniitli. Jolm. ">!'.

Nesmith, Thomas, .VJ.

Newspaper.s, lOarly, i:!7, IH), 4-11.

Niles, Daniel M., mi
Niles, Thomas. :;(;'.i.

Norris. < :eort;e W., ItlO.

North, S. N. D., .'JH.

Noyes, Person, 3Hti.

O'Brien, Rev. Michael, 102, 108.

OfTut. George F., iifiS.

OfTut & Pierce, 366.

Oglethorpe, (iov., 400.

Oldest Native Horn Citizen of Lowell, SH.

Oliver, Barron, 2:f7.

Orange. Henry S., s:i.

Orange, Wright it Co., S4.

Orange A Eastman, 84.

Origin of Lowell, 6'), 66.

Page, Prank .L, .•{tiO.

Palfrey,.John ('., 11.

Parker, Benjamin, i:il, 14.H. 2:»;, 2 l7. 241, 242,

2l:i.

Parker, Ca]it. Ebenezer. 2:17, 247.

I'arker, Mrs. Frank <)., 402.

I'arker, (iraiiville, 171.

Parker, Henry E., 14:;, 2:i7.

Parker, .Jacob, 2Mfi.

Parker, Philip, 1:;4, 2:;0.

Parker, Sarah, 2;;i;.

Parker. Taliiiha, 2;fi;.

I 'ark hurst, i )ll\ cr, 2."i0.

I'arkman, . 1.17.

Parkm.an. b'raucis, 401.

Passaconawax-, 22S, :{7(;, ;;7ii. :isO, :iS2, ys.S, nnt,

iS7.

Patten, .loseph .\., \i<'.K

Patterson, IOx-Senat(u-, 2"!t.

Palleison, (ien., :i:lO.

I'atterson, Ceorge W., 2r:.K

I'eahoily, .losiali (i., O:;. 272.

Pears<ni. .John. ."i.!.

Peirce. I'Uizabeth. 246.

Peircf, .loaniia. 24'.i.

Peirce, .loseph. 2is.

Peirce, Marx , 21s.

Peirce, Kobcrl, 21."., 2is.

I'eirci-. Sara h. 21').

J'ii i-rt'. Silas, 21(1. 21'.t.

I'eirce. srci>htn. 2-!:!.

Peirce. Thanklul, I'oO. 251.

Peiri'e. W'il liaru. 210.

Pepin. Mis. W. IL. 210.

Perry, Prof., H.

Phlps, Spencer. Fsc|.. I l."i.

Phips, Repoi-t b^-, on Wamesit Purchase.
14.-..

IMeri'c. (ien. I'.enjamin. 2.;.").

Pierce, I'resident l-'ianklin. 2:).').

Pierce, Itoliert, 2 ir..

Pierce, Silas, 147.

Pierce, Deacon Stei.hen. 144, 2:;.'), 2:!6.

Pillsl)ury, ilarlin. r,2.

Pillsbury, Jolm, ISO, 277.

Place, Isaac, is;;.

Pollard, A. (1. it Co.. ."41.

Pooler, Amasa, I '.2.

Pooler, Deacon Setli, Memoir of, 148-1('4.

Porter, Rev. Lemuel, 21.s.

Potter, Judge, ;iy4, .;ii7.

Power Loom, Before the, 40-74.

Powers, Mr.s., 2S.

Pownal, Gov., 24.S.

Prescott Bank, ;!61.

Prescott, Charles W., :w7.

Presbyterian Church, First, 20!'.



488 OLD KESIDEMs" HIS'JORK'AL ASSOCIATION,

Prescott, Dr. Oliver, '.N4. RiiKsell, S. S. A Co., R-29.

Preseott, Col. William, 2i-l. RuHsell, William, 828.

Prluce, John 1>.. 104.

Proctor. Daniel. HI. i^t- Castin, Baron, 420.

Public Monuments of Lowell. 9ti. Bargent, Edward M.,859.

Ladd A Whitney Coluinu. iiG. Savage, James. ,S80.

Memorial Hall. 102. 104. Hawyer, Alfred P.,8")l. Sr>:i, 42S. 44ti.

.Stat ue of \" iciory, 100. Sawyer, Wesley, 62, 53.

Puffer, .\sahel D. . :;(i2.
Hcott, sir Walter, 40O.

Putter. A. D. A Son, -.Wl.
Scrlimer, George F., 262.

Putney, John. 12. Scripture, Isaac, 81.

Seaver, William, ItiS.

Sewell, Judge, 140.

Ranlett, Newell A.. :!2!i. Sbattuck. Moses. S9.

Rea. .Miss Ilarriette. ;i;!-40;i. Shaw, Miss Charlotte A., 482.

Reed. F.lijah .M.. •;72. Shedd. Kret-mun B . lo:>.

Reed. Hansom, .UO. Shepard. Miss .sarah. .HtiT.

Rep;>rt oiComniitteeon I!y-Laws. l!t,U,446. sheppard. Bruce. 2!i7.

Report of lM\-sidfnt for is i;-is!H. 7-l.s. Sheridan, <ien.. :;76.

Report of I'resident for lS',i4-lSin, 7r)-;r). Shlllaber. Benjamin P., 1S.3.

Report of President for IS i.visoii, 2")7-2(i.=). Simouds. John, 12.

Report of President for lSiit!-lS',(7, Um-171. 81monds, Samuel B.. 11.

Report of Pre-ident for lS!i7-ls;»S, 2i)i)-27S. Simpson. Mrs. Mary L . s4.

Reiiort of I'resident for IS!)S-lSii!i, ;-;2:!-:)84. Sinfonia Society, :!ti.'i.

Report of President for ISiiii-piOJ. ;i;!.')-;t48. Skinner. Dehorah. 71.

Report of President for litlK)-liH)l, ?!.5.")-861. Slater Cotto;i Centennial. 1S!»0. m.
Report of President for iyoi-U)02, 362-376. Slater. Samuel. 07.

Reservation, Indian. 4<-. Sluyttr. Peter. 2:!0.

Revere. Paul, 22. 281. Smith. Charles. 2S(i. 207.

Rice. Mica-all, 27i>, 2s(). Smith, K. A., ISo.

Richards. John, l(!7. Smith. Capt. John. .i7.S.

Richards. Luther, ss. Stnith. Dr. Norman. 22.

Richariisoii. C. IL. lici. Society, American Aiui'iuarian. \\'oree8
Richardson. Daniel S.. 2V'!, 264. tor, 44ii.

Richardson, (i. F., :!72. Society of Aniiquity. ^\orcester. 449.

Richardson, .lonathan. 144. Society. Cape .\nn. of (iloucester. 452.

Richardson. Lafayette, 866. Society, I ape Cod Historical. Yarmouth,
Richardson, i Hiver A., V.l, 260. 4')4.

Richardson, J udye William .A.. 2K6. Society. Connecticut Valley Historical,
Richardson, Zachariah, 141,247. Spriiiglield. 454.

Richmond, 1'. < »., 51. Society. Dedham Historical. 451.

Ripley. Rev. Ezra, 1-56. Society. Dorchester Historical. 452.
Ri.\, Mrs. Mary E., 124. Society, Ipswich Association. 4.50.

Robbins, .Jacob, 1!)2. Society. Lowell Historical. 4.5S.

Robertson. Rev. J. L.. 209. Society. Low ell Historical. By-Laws of. 459.
Rodliff. Ferdinand. 887. ' Acce[>tance of and Certilicate of In-
Roe, .Mfred C., 209. corporation. 1902, 46,s.

Rotrers. Johti. 145. Society. Lynn Historical. 4,50.

Rollins. Cyrus T. K.. 291. Society. Massachusetts Historical. 449.
Rollins, Pliny, 359. Society, .New Fn.aland Historic Genea-
Rowell. Edward T., 184, .847. louical. 449.

Ruiiels.ClouKh,&Co.,96. Society, Oak Tree Association. Charle-
Runnawlt. 880. mont. 4.54.

Russell. Cyrus ICing,,828. Society, Old Colony Historical. Taunton'
Russell. Capt. James, 294. 454.

Rupseli. James S., 149. Society, Old Residents' Historical. 4.=.8.

Russell. Joseph L., 208. Society. Rhode Island Historical, 430.



INDEX. 489

Society. Hninford Historical, Wol)nrn, 450. Turbell, Mrs. G. <i.,2(!.'i.

Society, \Vel)sler Hisloriciil, .Marslifield, ThompHoii, Aiiron S., IS7.

4.4. TlionipBoi), Lieut. Kilward W., lOJ.

.Society, Worcester County lIlstoricHl, 454. 'I'lioinpHon, Sir Williairi. I'lil.

Soltolfis, -fji. Tiiurstou, Uev. Natliauiel, isu, 197.

Solger, Dr., 802. Ticolonilclii, ;;<)it.

Soutlnvicli. Itoyal, 7'2. 29-1. Tllton, .Nancy ('., L'dl.

Soutinvorlli. Koyal. ."iJ. Times, I.owel I Morninir, IHl.

Soutliwoiaii, W'ni. A., lOiJ Tinlier, Jolm, ..sc.

Spauldint;, Andrew, l.W. Tolnuin, iitiorae, .i'i.

SpauldiuK, I>ea. KpluRini, 244, 247. 'J'oppan, Kli/.abeth. .Qi.

Spauldint;, Epa, 24.'!. Treat, ,lanie8 .V., I.".)!.

SpanldiiiK, IJeut. .Tona. 247. Tripi>, .loliii L., .".U.

SpauiditiK, Lieut. .lonalhan, 227. 'I'rnewoit liy, .lame.'j i!., 3i;().

apauldiuK, Lucy, 2lt>. Tucliernian, Mrs., II);.

Spaulding;, .Mioali. i:'.4. Tuitor, Mrs. William, I(i2.

Spimiiny: Wlieel, (lit, 70. 'J'utlle, Sall,\-. l.">i;.

Stanley, ,\rtemas. ."1(1. Tweed, ('ol. Thnolli.v S.,.S2.

Stanley, Dean, 220. Tjlei', .Vrtoma.s s., ,"4, MdJ.

Stanley, , J ahez. ;'>0. Tyler, I'unny, ,!(11.

Stanley, I'hineas. II. 'I'yler, .lonat lian. :;71.

Stanley, Sewoll , .".(). Tyler, N:it han, -'At. il."..

Stanley, .»<ylv;in. .'.ii. Tyler, sihiK, .'..!, :;(;j.

Stanley, \\'ood\\:ird, .'lO. Tyndale. Williain. 217.

Stevens, (ieorve, .^i;, ;;70. Tyn^, Dudley A., 10:.'.

Stevens, (^eoriie H ui-ter, r,-in. Tynt;. I^lea/.er, :;',i',', 101.

aieveiiH, .L Tyler, :;7I. Tyiiji, (ol. .lomu li.-ni, I'.'d. !i'.i:i, il'.-., ;«ks R9P,

Stevens, .Solon W.. .\nnual Reports by, 4ii-', lot, lO.'i ; I >ecd ol' Wamesit I'ur-

7, 7.'). 10.'), 2.7. 200, .;2.;. a:;.'), :i.")l, ;i6.'), ;!»J2. diasefi-om, 120 120.

400. 110.

Stickney, F. W., ini. i;i8termen, 207, 2lo.

Sticdviiey. Samuel W...sr)4. Upton, ilenry, 107.

Stoddard, .Sniiison. 212. I'pton, .Josejih S., 10!».

.stone, liacheller cV Livin-sion. r.'.O. Varney, llildreih A-, 42ii.

Stone P.eiuesi to ( ). i;. IJ. Association of Varney, .Mary . I. I'lacc, I'JO.

Lowell, 4:;o. Varney. Km h st uarl, l(i:;.

Slone, .Mrs. (•harlolte .\., 1,:2, Varney, Samuel .L, 17.-,, 177, 17!t, ISO, 1S2, IflO,

i'.i.">, 107, 20.;. 200, I2:i. -I'M
stone, .Mrs. lladassali. 42S.

.Slone, .lames .M., 172, 177, 171., 180, 18,S. Var.ium. Atkinson C. 170.

Slone, ,7oel,. Jr., 20.-,. Varnum, « ;en. .Joseph 1!.,,^7.

Stone. Luther, 12s. Varnum, Samuel, 170.

Stone. Simon, 4.M, t.io. Varnum's Landiu-, .".l.

Stone, Symond. 4:;-|. y,,.^ Populi, lS4l-|.siiO, 172-200. .!2li.

Stone, /ilia K., 40-172. 1.S8, IS5, 200. 33S, 42R.

442.447; i'ai.er on, 42.S-i37.
Wackenr,-ldl

. ( Uisla vus D., .o2.

Stott. Charles, r,l, 01.
Wamesil I 'urcliase. 12',.

Stott, lion. Charles \.. 04, 10\:;:M
Wannalancet, i:;o, 22,s. 2.;i. :;7(!. ;;7H, .W2, 886,

Stolt, Kitten ct (Jarnett, 5J.
'•''• ''"'• ''^- ••''^- *"^- "-• '--•

Street I)r ;i7
Wannalam-et. .Memorial Tablet to, 401-409.

Streeter, Leander 1!.. 1S8, ltd).
WaUb,, Cornelius. I.;:,.

Stuart, Miss Ruth, lo:{.
Waldo. ] laniel. 47.

Swan, Daniel, lliO.
AValUer, .\bi-ail. 121.

Swan, Joshua, 5S,204.
^Vnikev, Renjamin. 121, l/io, wr,, 108; Blo-

Sweatt. John, .M.
iirapbi<-al Sket.di ..r. 121-124.

\Valker, Renjamin, Sr., 121.

Talbot, (Jov., 111. Walker, Catherine, 121.

Talbott, Peter, bJ;'). Walker. Miss .Mary C., 121.



490 OLD RESIDENTS HISTOKICAL ASSOCIATION.

Walker, Ciipt. Richard, J21.

M'alker, Samson, 2'>0.

Warren, Herry it I'ark, 51.

Warren, Joseph, 2 Hi.

Warren, Mrs.. (15.

Ward, Dr. Sullivan, ."iT.

Ward, William 11., ;{72.

Washburn, Emery, 11.

Washington, Athenaeum, ;;0>!.

AVaterliouse, James, .')2.

Watson, Col. ]5. !"., 111.

Watson, Edward E., .Iti'.i, 872.

Watson. James, 2(11.

Webster, Daniel, ir,s, :!-_>2, 10.').

Webster, Eletcher, Esm-, o()2.

Webster, (ieori;e, .'KIT.

Weetamoo, .'iTlt.

Welcli, Willard C, '.t2.

Wendell, Mrs. Uarrett, 402.

Went worth. Tappau, l(l(i, IS2, 1S3.

Wheelwright, Rev. John, :i.S().

Whipple, Oliver M., 5'), Ss, 10.^, 227, 801.

Wliltefield, Rev. (ieorue, :','.*'.), 402, 42ti.

Whitiny;, ('a|it. I'hincns. r,s, (ir,.

Whitney, Adilison 1 1., HO.

Whitney, ( ieort^e 4'., 271.

Whittaker, David, ;i:{l, ;;ti(i.

Whittaker. Samuel. .')1.

Whittier. .lolm (i.. :!I4, .TK, .'{SJ, 400.

Whiltier. Miss. Mr,.

Wickasauke Island. :!S(i, SlCi.

Willard, Simon. 22"). :',S4.

Wilson, Claudius, 72.

Wilson. Rev. .John . 222. 22i).

Wilson, William i; , 72.

Wilson, W. W., 72.

Winnepurket, 37'J.

Winslow, Col., 240.

Winslow, Mis. Sarah, 401.

\\'lnthrop, (iov., 12'.), 222, 379.

Winthrop, John, 222.

Wluthrop, Mrs. Margaret, 129, 222.

Winthrop, Rol)ert C, 158.

Witney Mill, 52.

Wood, Horatio, Jr., 865.

Wood, S. N., SS.

Wo:)d(<oek it Mee(diam,9G.
AVoods, Edward P.. !i:!2.

Woods, Sherwood it Co., ;!;!3.

Worcester, Joseph E., i:).

Worcester, Leonard, 12, IM.

Worthen, Ezra, 11, lOi, 10"), 257.

Wrij,dit, Aaron, 15).

Wrifiht, Alexander, 72, ;!0G.

Wright, Etlward, 155.

Wright, Elizabeth, 1.55.

Wrifjht, Emetine (iates, 157.

Wright, Ilapgood, Life it lUislneBS Career
of, 155, 2(i4.

Wright, Hepsil)ah iMerrlam), 166

Wright, Nathan M., Ifiti.

AVright, iN'athaniel, 179.

Wright, Sally T., 160.

Wright, Sarah L., 160.

Wright, Walter, 294, 808.

Wymau, l'rof.,.H02.

Young, Artemas, 51.

Young, Artemas S., 52.

Young, Charles II., 52.

Young, Darius, 51.

















LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

lyiillllllllllJIIIiillJ II J

014 077 760 2 •

,.,,.,,.;).•... ^'i'^>-^"^,.^';.t- /<

MiiM'W§'¥^l^''

•mmmmms.'t^

iHi«l/fifMH>iiiifUi)isa»A '.fiii,-t(^igf»s.^is^mmiiimMitKki


