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MORAL TALES.

——

In the mountainous regions of the Himalaya,
formerly lived a number of Chiefs, who, under the
title of the Choubisi, or twenty-four Rajahs, ruled
over a8 many little kingdoms; and, during a long
series of years, maintained a sort of rude indepen-
dence in the seclusion of their several capitals. Con-
tent with their own narrow territories, they did not
trouble themselves with the political changes and
~onvulsions which desolated the plains of Hindustan.
They were little known to the rulers of those more
fertile countries: their poverty offered no temptation
for the grasp of a conqueror ; and the almost inac-
cessible defiles, by which [alcne they could be ap-
proached, might have served to protect even a richer
prize than was to be gained in the possession of
their rugged hills.

One of the most powerful among theses chieftains
possessed more extensive knowledge and foresight
than his neighbourg. @he rising power of the Goor-

B
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2 MORAL TALES.

khas alarmed him. He saw by anticipation the gra-
dual progress of that restleis people, who afterwards
spread themselves, and esta™lished their supremacy,
over all the countries skirti“ng the southern flanks
of the Himualaya. Being alré.:std y well stricken in years,
he duubted nct that, durmag his own life, he should
be able to counteract whatever ambitious designs they
might eptertain toward his principality ; but he feared
for the future. His own sons were all dead ; and
all, But one, childless. The hopes of his family cen-
tred in a young boy, the child of his youngest and
favourite son, to whom, on his death, the inheritance
of his dominions would descend. Not unmindful
how much the prosperity of a kingdom is bound
up with the qualities of its ruler, he spared no means
which he could command to strengthen the character
of his grandson, and render him worthy of his rank ;
desiring that he might appear as eminent, for virtue
afld knowledge which he had gained for himself,
as for the power which he would inherit from a long
line of ancestors. Something he had heard of a race of
strangers, who, landing from that dark ocean, for which
his own language had scarcely a name, but which
the oldest shasters of his country pronounced to be
the iggpassable boundary of the habilable ear. 'ad,
by their firmness, and undaunted courage, aideu by
skill in the arts and seiences, all which they made
subservient to their Just of empire, establish~d them-
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3 MORAL TALES,

selves in Benyal ; and, with apparently very inadequate
forces, succeeded in rendering themselves dreaded by
the mightiest monarchs of s India. He bad heard
repeated a saying of one of vae sages of this western
people, that “ knowledge ‘is power” ; and, full of
the thoughtse which hade so long occupied him, he
sought to attract f his court some philosopher, capa._
ble of iafusieg mto the mind of his grandson an idea of
the vgisdom of the West. For some time his search
was without success ; until atlast he heard of one
Jaganauth Shastri, a learned Pundit, who, it was
reported, had not only mastered the language and
literature of the English, (as these foreigners were
called,) but, in his ardent thirst of knowledge,
and excited by those glimpses of a state of society,
so different from that of his own land, which his inter-
course with the strangers afforded him, had been
hardy enough to cross the ocean in one of their ships;
bhid visited the far distant England, of which country
many disputed the esistence ; and had recently return-
ed to his native land, full fraught with the wis-
dom and experience which his adventurous  travels
had procured for him. This famous philosopher the
old rajah invited to his court; and, by the most liber-
al promises, prevailed on him to undertake ti ¢ edu-
cation of his grandson. Jaganauth, finding + the
young prince of an amiable and intelligent disposition,
and pleased at the thought that his reputation should
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4 MORAL TALKS.

have made its.¥ay even intothat remote country, readily
undertook the task ; and, while displaying before the-
astonished and delighted eyes of his pupil, the treasures
of knowledge in his possessiony and, while instructing
him in thosz sciences, by the gludy of which the natives
of Europe have made theraselves famous, e did not
forget to instil inty his youthful mind, that the greatest
skill and’ mgst abstruse learning are insufficient to
form a truly great man, unless associated with the power
and dignity, inseparable from. a high. moral.character,
and unattainable without it.

In the intervals of their severer stndles, Ja-
ganauth. would reward the diligence of his young
pupil, by reciting to him some agreeable tale; in
which, blending instruction with amusement, the-
folly of vice and. wisdom of virtue were inculcated.
Sometimes this was done by precepts, skilfully mingled.
with the narrative ; at other times, lessons of the same
kind were conveyed by the mere conduct of the story,.
and the reflexions to which its various incidents.
naturally led the young prince: for, the sagacious.
instructor was well aware that these thoughts, ap-
pearing to rise spontaneously in his pupil's mind, as
the result of those stories to which he listened, with
pleasiite, would often produce a stronger and ‘:"reA
lasting impression, than the same doctrine convgyed in.
‘@ more direct and didactic form. In this manner did.
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5 MORAL TALES.

the sage Jafanauth justify the wisdom of the old
monarch’s choice, and endeavour to train up the prince
to become a great and good king.

One day, the course of thei;‘ studies led them to resd
the history of Creesus, king of Lydia, the reputation
of whose wealth was such, that his name has passed
into a proverb; and, although he lived more than

, two thohsanfi years ago, it is still not unusual to
say “as rich as Creesus,” to give an idea of unbounded
wealth, The imagination of the young prince was
excited by the account of the riches of the Lydian
monarch; and he exclaimed, ¢ How much I wish that
I were as rich as Craesus !’

His instructor gravely replied, that riches might
undoubtedly be made a source of happiness; but
that whether or not they become so, depends on the
use that is made of them. He then proceeded
with the lesson on which they were engaged ; but, at
the close of the day, when the prince requested his
preceptor, as usual, to indalge him with the recitation
of one of the tales, in hearing which he took so much
delight, the sage Jaganauth illustrated the true nature
of liberality, acknowledged by all pundits to be one of
the four great points of royal polity, by the story of
TaE Kina’s MessENGERS.
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THE KING’S NESSENGERS.

CHAPTER I

Tue city of Passing lay to the west of the dominions
of a Great King. It was an ancient city, and had
gradually become very large and populous. But the
original settlers had been placed there in consequence
of a rebellion against the King’s authority ; and a
remarkable law continued to prevail among the des-
cendants as a memorial of their crime. No one was
allowed to remain in it above a certain number of years,
apd no one; when he left it, was permitted to take any
portion of his property with him. This was called the
law of Exile. The Great King had himself enacted
it, and the citizens had no resource but submission,
There was not even a fixed and definite period allotted
for their stay. They were liable at any moment to
receive the Royal Mandate. It came to them also one
by One. As each was summoned to depart, his dearest
friends could only accompany him as faras the gates
of thecity. And he was then stripped of all his pos-
sessions, and sent forth as an exile on his solitary
journey.



Eik A

g IR |

03 %G wdrrag aewn AfsTieT wleym
TN gD 51 @ 4f 9fe edg sree wifors =
FSAR T ATIY (Mo oifanld @q &Fl ALYl
@53 T33IfRa | STy (T T WiwW Fiea et
#fautfea sfafas afwr siziafrdizs g 3wl
siztewg werisian HLastfa hzxae o fRfsa
fagy =wiow o0aw, 7 TR orverE) o (T e -
o9 TS staiata g4 13e wifis T30 @3
fagtaw A9cy AR ATt 37 cata) o Ffacy
aFizd @ fmuw q&w faf an Qs 79 1 SN
JTL (A AIF| AFIAT IIT HOATL ST ATIGY
feer 711 <97 & & (A 1A &30S N3T oigie
fafess faat 7 sfafMe 75eaE Fwa T i®! LTI
SEiT Sl 93 AT 23S | 27T T AW 9F
AR AHLaY @ife @foin 336 7, Qs oA Wl
G APY TTT, @tT U [AFT BT Beifas
T3 sigia ferwon gzaef @am e as mfe-
U T30S #ifge seny Tawifas ufers soea 4
Aifgrs Ffes 2iai oa Afgeiniags mwEs
9FIF) FYY FAT 23T |

c



7 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

Now, as theinhabitants of Passing were principally
merchants, one would have imagined that such alaw
must have proved a source ‘of perpetual disquietude
and alarm{. Yet this was noF‘the case. Qccasionally,
indeed, when it was enforcet agaimst a very rich man,
it would awaken sad thou‘ghts in his companions, and
cause them to mourn over the uncertamnty of their
wealth. ' But, for the most part, they all lived on ina
false esecurity. Kvery one fancied his- possessions to
he as really his own as though he had been able to retain
them at will.  Such a delusion may appear unaccount-
able ; but, we must remember, that they had gradually
become accustomed to the law, and for that reason it
was lightly 1egarded by thea or altogether forgotten,

The Great King, however, was full of compasgsion,
atd took much thought for the poor exiles, who were
thus careless of themselves. He knew how dark and
dreary was the wilderness that surrounded the city, and
was unwilling that any should be lefc there to perish.
He did not, indeed, reverse his original decree, but he
did far more than this. He changed it from a punish-
ment into a blessing. He offered to receive the exiles
into a better and more glorious City than that from
which he took them. If they rejected this offer the
fault was their own. All the conditions on which it
was made were very easy, and the King himself had
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8 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

promised to “enable the citizens to perform them. But
we need not dwell upon them all, for one alone which
applied more especially to the wealthier merchants is
brought before us by the pre;ént story.

In the 'city‘of Passing .dw'élt four brothers, Love-gold .
Name-win, Seela;good, and Wise-heart. At the period
at which I commence their history, the sentence of exile
had lat'ely been pronounced against their father. He
had been a merchant of enormous wealkh; and as, in
accordance with the law, he was allowed to take no-
thing for his own wants, the whole of his vast pos-
sessions had fallen into the hands of his children. They
had met in order to divide them. The room in which
they assembled for this purpose was filled with the
most costly furniture. The floor was covered with
cloth of gold, which was now partially concealed by
bales of yet more valuable merchandise, and heaps
of precious stones which had been placed there, to
await the choice of the brothers. Two sides of the
apartment were hung with the most gorgeous tapestry,
on the third was a window commanding an extensive
view towards the west, while the wall opposite tc the
window was entirely covered by a spacious mirror,
which reflected the various objects in the room itself
and the street beyond.

But, in the midst of all this external splendour,'a
cloud sate on the countenance of each of the brothers.
The departure of their father was too recent to allow
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9 THE KING'S MESSENGERS-

them to forgét the transitory character of the treasures
which they were about to share. Let a few vears pass,
and each in his turn would ba, compelled to leave them,
and go forth without money, without home, and with-
out friends, into the dreary, desert that lay around
the city. ‘

It was these thoughts which rendered them sad.
They had ngver before felt the full burthen of the law
of exile; they had been aware of its existence, for no
citizen could be ignorant of it; but hitherto they had
seen it, as it were, in the distance. It now seemed to
meet them directly in their own path, and to force itself
on their attention; <o that the eldest brother did but
echo the feelings of the rest when he said, © Of what
profit is this enormous wealth? In the day of our
banishment it will not purchase for us the delay of a
single hour. How gladly would I barter the whole
of it for some quiet dwelling-place, where we might
rénain in security for ever !”

He had not yet finished speaking, when his eyes
were attracted by the mirror, which I have desecribed
as covering one side of the room. Some image ap-
peared to be moving across it, which was net visible
in the apartment itself. He pointed it out to his
brothers, and it was elear from their anxious looks that
they beheld it also. It was as the form of an old
.man. There was nothing in his appearance to excite
terror, but every object as seen in the mirror was
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10 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

changed by BRis presence. His foot trod on the cloth
of gold, and it became mouldering and worm-eaten:
The hem of his garment swept against a table of solid
ivory, and it fell crumbling ifto dust: while the bales
of merchalidise and precious'stoues lost their richness
and splendour) gs his coldeeye rested upon them.

The brothers watched these signs with a sensation
of chilliag fear, and the eldest already repented his
hasty words. For, in truth, in his inpost heart, he
deeply loved the glittering wealth, and be was afraid
lest the mysterious stranger might take it away, and
give him in its stead the quiet dwelling for which he

had asked.

At length it seemed to them that the imaze of the
old man thus addressed them :— Children, your wish
is vain. You must not speak of bartering these trea-
sures for a lasting home. They are not really yours ;
they belong to the Great King, whose subjects you
are. Restore them to him now, and he will keep them
for you, and in the day of your exile give them to you
again. In this city they are worthless. See how even
my shightest touch here causes them to decay. But in
the King’s palace they become incorruptible. I have

no power over them there.”

The brothers were yet more troubled at his words.
They knew well that all the riches of Passing belong-
ed to the Great King ; but they were disquieted at the
thought of restoring them to him again. A Yhgue fear
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Tl THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

arose that the sentence of exile was about to he paeqed’
against themselves ; and all, in some degree, shared the’
apprehensions of Love-gold. tThe old man appeared to
read their, thoughts, and thug, replied to them :—

“ Fear not; [°am not now come to deprive you
of your.wegJth. IHereafter, indeed, I shall return with
the Royal Mandate, but in that hour yoy will both see
and feel that T am near. To-day my voice comes to
you from a distance, and it is but my reflected image
that you behold. Yet I bear yon a message from the
Great King. You have wished to purchase for your-
selves a lasting home; [k have <did that yon camot
purchase it, because vour riches are not y ur owu;
they belong to the Great King.  You must trust them
freely to his Messengers, without asking for a return;
and he will store them up for you in hic own palace,
atd, when you are driven from hence, will suffer vou to
dwell with his children in a Glorious City where the
law of exile is unknown. But beware lest you neglect
this warning, and defraud the Great King of the riches
committed to your trust; for if you refuse to give them
to his Messengers, and either hoard them up or spend
themn on yourselves, you will have no treasurt laid up
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12 THE KING'S MESSENGERS,

for you in the Royal Palace, and the gates of the
Glorious City will be closed against you for ever.”’

Now, there was nothing reatly new to the merchants
in the oldéman’s warning. Phe rqyal offers of pardon,
and the dang%rs of thesneglect of them, were well
known in the city® But the inhabitants seldom spoke of
them to,one,another, because they loved their riches
and were unwilling to render obedience fo the King’s
comtands. The brothers had hitherto shared in the
general feeling ; and it was, perhaps, only because the
remembrance of their father’s departure was weighing
heavily upon them that they had so long listened to the
voice which now addressed them. It did not, indeed,
seem to pass through their ears at all, but to fall at
once inwardly on their hearts, and for the present they
could not help regarding it. Yet all shrank from ask-
ing in what way they were to send their treasures to
the Royal Palace. They were not, however, left in
doubt. The reflection of the street in which their
house stood was, as I have said, visible in the mirror.
The figure of the old man now pointed towards it; and
as he did so, the young merchants heard distinctly the
words, “ Behold the Messengers of the Great Kimg !

They followed the direction of his finger, and it
seemed to them that the approach to their luxurious
dwelling was now crowded with every form ©f disease
and want. The poor, the maimed, and the blind, were
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13 THE KING'S MESSENGERS,

there, Men®who seemed stimulated to madness by
famine, and little infants who could scarce crawl upon
the ground, formed part of Che same vast concourse.
Still, as the old man pomted their nurbers went on
mcreasmg in every dlrectlont; until, as far as the eye
could reach, every sign of wealth and luxury had dis-
appeared, and in their stead was one universal scene
of misery. Presently the shrieks of the dying, the
cries of orphans, and the wailing of widnws, rose in the
air ; and then, out of the tumult, the low solemn voice
of the old man fell once more on the hearts of the

brothers.

“ These,” he said, ¢ and such as these, are the Mes-
sengers of the Great King. Numerous as they are,
they will come to you in secret, and one by one. Trust
them with your treasure, and it will be safe; they will
&ear it for you to the Royal Palace. The journey
thitheris long and dangerous ; butif you are sincere in
your wish to send it, the Great King will not suffer
it to belost. Only do not cause them to linger need-
lessly within the city walls ;and let their departure be
secret, lest the King’s enemies should impede them on

their way.”

The form of the old man gradually disappeared as
he ceased speaking ; and the signs of his presénce pass-
ed away,; the ivory table, the cloth of gold, and the
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14 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

heaps of précious stones, resumed the beauty and
splendour which they had lost. The brothers once
more breathed freely. Hithérto their eyes had been
riveted by a kind of fascination on the mirror. They
now lookéd anxiously aroun’ the apartment itself; but
it had undergene no cuange. If the old man lad
trodden upon it, not one trace of his footsteps had been
left. They ¢hen turned their eyes towards the window.
The gtreet presented its usual appeararce; there was
the busy throng hurrying hither and thither, and splen-
did equipages, and waggons laden with merchandise.
But they saw nothing to remind them of the view
presented by the mirror, save some few beggars who
chanced to linger at their door. As Love-gold threw
open the sash to inhale the fresh air, they eagerly asked
the young merchants for alms ; and there was not one
who at that moment could refuse to give them; for
the words of the stranger were fresh in their memory,
and they felt every poor manto be a Messenger from
the Great King.
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CHAPTER. 11.

Tue brothers were too deepty attectea by the warning
of the old man to proceed to the immediate division of
their wealth. At one time, they even contemplated
holding it in common, and consulted fdogether on the
best means of restoting it to the Great King. But
from the first, their views differed so greatly, that they
could agree on no cettled plan. And, during the
interval consumed in their discussions, their feelings
underwent;partial change., The words of the stran-.
ger seemed to lose their distinctness. Their riches
recovered, in some degree, the value they had lost;
and at length they reverted to their original plan of
éividing them into four parts, so that each might take
his own share, and do with it as he pleased.

Love-gold was entrusted with the division. Many
months elapsed while he was absorbed in his calcula-
tions, and settling how large a portion he might
appropriate to himself. During this time he was more
than once interrupted by Messengers from the Great
King. But their applications weie in vain. He al-
ways returned the same answer, that, until the property
was divided, no portian of it could be transmitted to
the Royal Palace.
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16 THE KING'S MESSENGERS,

At lengtli the division was made. The younger
brothers were satisfied, though none were able to
follow the calculations of #Love-gold. Each had a
share assigned to him, which,ccnsidering the shortness
of their pf"obable sojourn in the city, seemed inexhausti-
ble, and each’was left to dllow his own course.

I proceed to give a brief sketch of their history.

The remarkable point in that of (Love-gold, the
eldest, was his utter forgetfulness, not only of the
old man’s warning, but of the law of the city
in which he dwelt. Every act of his life appeared te
set them at defiance, His one great object was to
accumulate wealth, He neither trusted it to the
King’s Messengers, nor spent it in procuring the
good-will of his fellow-citizens, but hoarded it up within
the walls of his own house. There was no present
gratification that he would not sacrifice, in the hope
of adding to his possessions for future years. And
this he did with the sentence of exile hanging over his
head, and the positive certainty, that, when he
left the city, he would not be allowed to taks the
smallest portion of them away.

T have already said, that the inhabitants of Passing
lived, for the most part, in forgetfulness of the law of
Exile. But the conduct of Love-gold appeered un-
accountable even to the most thouchtless amano them,
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17 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

He was supposed tobe under the influence of a spell;
and the following legend was commonly reported

through the city :—

There had been, it was eumoured, a mine of gold
communicafing with the house of the departed mer-
chant. Love-gc')ld had taken possession of it, unknown
to his brothers. The mine was haunted by an evil
spigit, who had beguiled him by sgpecious offers of
assistance. For a time they had laboured together ;
but the evil spirit, while pretending fo work out the
precious ore, had changed tbe mine into a dungeon,
and bound Love-gold hand and foot with chains of
gold. After he had thus made him captive, he refused
to allow him to return to the upper air, un’ess he would
become his slave, and labour incessautly in Lringing
new {reasures to the mine. It was farther said, that
the golden bonds had never from that hour been
removed ; and that though they were invisible to the
naked eye, the signs of their presence might be detected
in every look and gesture of the unhappy merchant.
Thus his head was continually bent downwards, and
his very walk constrained and embarrassed, bacause
the chains and fetters that he wore weighed heavily
upon him and impeded his steps.

Strange as this legend seems, it was, in the main,

L) A PO >

true.  One part alone was incorrect. The spirit of
the gold ‘mine had not used threats or violence ; he had,
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18 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

throughout, *accomplished his purpose by treachery,
and Love-gold sunk, imperceptibly, into a state of ser-
vitaude. His chains had beek light and flexible when
they were first twined afound his limbs. It was
while he*wore them that, by lit.le and little, they had
increased iff gize and sstrength, For such was the
nature of those bonds that, when newly wrought,
they weree most easily broken. For this reason, he
wagnot suffered to feel their pressarg until they had
been hardened by time; and even then, the change
was so gradual, that Love-gold was not aware of it.
The signs of his bondage, which seemmed so clear to
others, passed unnoticed by himself.

Still, however, he was a slave, and by little and
little incurred the full misery of servituds, though to
the last unconscious of its cause. Morning, noon, and
evening, he laboured for an insatiable master, who
allowed him no share in the profits of his toil. Every
‘day was passed in drudgery and weariness ; every
night in anxiety and care. Not an hour was given
him to share the amusements of his fellow-citizens ;
not an hour for the duties of hospitality ; not an hour
for the quiet enjoyment of home. His whole time was
claimed by the spirit of the gold mine; and very
heavy and monotonous was the task imposed vpon
him. Ifa child were forced to go on hour after hour
casting up a sum the figures of which were innume-
rable, he might form someidea of the employment of



AT FS | p
b

#1 #fEw ey erstzdl Tzl #0 @ig sfantfew, @2
ﬂmﬂzﬁr T BTN WY T sfes g3AifEa |
T T AN YA DRI TR g g Eaife
g HAR @ NYCAT B3 @ #ifzi ACIEELS
e | wfews oiziy @k oy @4 fem o @l
TEIW (TN 3 §F7, T2 atar ARTCY FCEEERIES
7@ SRS steafecs SiT caiy LEACIESCER
A T H! winzics fofa izl wqw Ffars
iAW A3 | Aew ey A whyE 53 AR
sttt 4134 sfgea e sfgarn S gy winai tHa &
fear a1 |
SUtfer sieaflzdy iwIs ¥ TI0AT €12 A
Tatiest ofas 71 stifarae wing wfas gy Setares
ol wfars enfaicer | fof faw erga w14 A<
eltssia( Atneam A3 AAfzeT sfaare g
wAF W T30 #ifaE 7, (daal Ratsis ;e @
T (ST WIF IGTNANT §373701 @12 5317 o171 zan
wfacs TS, fofa Favthrnag afzs @ta o=
wiacs foal agaes afs wifew &1l sfacs weal
w1y fifgwag Az AriAie sfqie 9z sl ey
fwfree w3t g TRIex 71, e ¥% WA
wfas a@wq ST SGUE Ay Aa st
g goat wfows aBatw 932 Fo1gd FHi Sial-
A1 FET | @ AT AYT GALY] AF AF-
MR RYE I ST @FTA @ TA srpafacn
THTIe OB 3% (A4 TIT | IR ¥ A0 WCFA

B



19 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

Love-gold. His wealth was to him but as an endless
sum, and his most successful enterprises did but add
some new figure to the accouht.

Yet even this would give no just notion of his
misery, *He could not help. believing the old man’s
warning, thotgh his whdle life was at variance with
his belief, He Knew that his buried treasure would
be worse than useless when the day of his exile arrived.
Thegates of the Glorious City would bg closed against
him, and endless wanderings in the dreary wilderness
were certaiu to succeed the present season of anxiety
and toil. His heart often shrank within him, as he
witnessed the averted looks of the Messengers of
the Great King. They did not even offer to carry
Liis treasures to the Royal Palace, for loug experience
had taught them that it was a waste of words to seek
employment from Love-gold, Again and again had
Jie resolved to intrust them with some portion of
his wealth, but the subtle chains of gold withheld
lus hand, and, while he was struggling against them,
the opportunity passed by, and he deferred till the
niorrow his intended gift.

While the eldest of the four brothers thus latoured
incessantly for the spirit of the mine, the second was
following a very different path. He was unfettered
by any chain of gold, and his bearing was high and
noble ; his step firm and free. He looked down on
his very giches with disdain, and they won him the
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envy and admiration of his fellow-citizens instead of
their pity and contempt. But while in every other
respect his conduct aﬂ’ord'e‘ed a marked contrast to
that of Love-gold, there was one important point in
which he resembled him! He neglected altogether
the old man’s warning. “

There was a district in DPassing, far removed from
the stir and traffic of the crowded streets, and farther
stilFfrom the dwellings of the King’s" Messengers. It
was remarkable for the beauty and costliness of its
buildings. The erection of these formeda favourite
occupation of the more wealthy merchants. Their
appearance was very irregular, for the size and form
of each varied with the taste and resoarces of the
individual who raised it. But all might be compre-
hended under two great classes. Some were frail
and unsubstantial, and intended to please the eye for
‘ one short summer, and then make way for others not
less perishable than themselves; while some were
built of firm and durable materials, in the hope that
they might stand for centuries as memorials of their
architects. The one class were for the most part
called villas of Pleasure—the other, towers of
Fame.

It was to the erection of one of these latter that
Name-win devoted his vast wealth. The whole energy
of his mind was given to this single ¢bject, and its
gradual accomplishment was watched by his fellow-
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citizens with the most eager interest. The raising
of the tower formed quite an epoch in the history of
Passing. Wonderful stories were told of the depth
of its foundations and the thickness of its walls.
Each of the vast stones seamed to have its own legend
annexed to‘it, while the quarry from which they came,
and the names*of the workmen, and every detail
counected,with the building, were carefully preserved
in the annals of the city. But all this I must pass
over very briefly, for the King's Messengers had no
share in the work; and from this canse the whole
narrative of the tower, which appeared so eventful
to Name-win and his brother merchants, has but littie
interest in the present story,

The whole soul of Name-win was absorbed in the
erection of the building ;—and these few words com-
prise his history. He did not keep aloof from his
«fellow-citizens, but he made his intercourse with them
aubservient to this one object. If he visited the
crowded streets, 1t wasin order to select workmen of
skill and strength. Ifhe went into the market-place,
it was to change his gold and jewels for blocks of
marble and granite. His perseverance was rewarded,
and his work | prospered.  Day after day the tower
ingreased in size and beauty. It was to no purpose
that the wind and storm beat against it; the firm
foundations defied their power. The ¢ wréck of the
surrounding buildings was made to assist its growth.
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Some of these had been left as fragments, in conse-
quence of the sudden exile of their architects. Some
were mouldering away with the lapse of time ; and
some were purposely undermined by the workmen
of Namg-win. He selecfed from the ruins of each
such stones as seemed cuited for the accomplishment
of his de-:ig'ng putil at'length his tower rose so far
above every other in the citv, that it appeared to
stand by ifself in solitary grandeur.

Tae more it grew, the more was the mind of Name-
win absorbed in its growth. It seemed to exercise
a fascination over him, and from the day in which it
became visible from every part of the city, his eye
was seldom withdrawn from it. This may in part
account for his neglect of the King’s Messengers. His
look was raised above them while he watched his
tower. Even if they ventured to speak to him, their
voices failed to arrest his attention ; for bis ear had
been so long filled with the din and tumult of build-
ing, that it had been rendered deaf to any gentler
sound.

Yet, notwithstanding his success, Name-win was not
happy. He was perpetually changing or adding to
his tower. It never seemed to have attained the
perfection that he designed. He remembered also how
the city of Passing was liable to the shock of earth-
q uakes, so that at any moment the vast fabric might
be shaken from its foundation and reduced wo a heap
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4

of ruins. Neither was this all. Even at those times
in which he was able to view with unmingled satis-
faction the tower itself, there was still 2 cloud upon
his vision of glory. It had: arisen, in the first instance,
from thé simple question &f a poor wayfaring man.
Name-win had observéd him gaze earnestly at the
building, and then turn aside, as though to conceal his
tears. He could not help inquiring what train of
thoughts it had called forth to lead ¢o such an ex-
pres:sion of sorrow. There was a strange sadness in
the wayfarer’s reply. * I was thinking,” he said, ¢ how
long this vast tower was calculated to last.” “ How
long !I” exclaimed Name-win with indignant pride;
“ centuries on centuries will elapse, and there shall
be no symptoms of decay.” ‘“ And I was also think-
ing,” he continued, in the same melancbnly tone,
“how long its possessor will remain within its
walls I”

The wayfarer had disappeared before Name-win
could reply; but the unwelcome words kept recurring
to his mind in spite ofevery effort to suppress them.
It was true that ouly half the petiod usually alloited
to the merchants for their sojourn in Passing had as
yet passed by ; but he knew that, at any moment, his
sentence of exile might be pronounced, and that the
strength of his tower would not delay 1ts enforcement
for a single hour, The warning of the old nan now
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came back to his remembrance, and brought with it
new feelings of disquietude and alarm. Where were
the immense riches that had been intrusted to his
care ? Had any portion of them been laid up in the
Royal Pglace? Alas ! he shraul( from the reply. He
had not, indged, buried them in the earth like Love-gold*
Ou the contmry, he had often lavished them with
an unsparing hand. Bat, while he had seldom
failed to eXamine those who came for them on their
headth, their strength, and their skill®in building, he
had forgotten the one only important question,—he
had never asked, whether they were Messengers of
the Great King.

There was a time when, as these thoughts passed
through the mind of Name-win, he half formed the
resolution of pulling down, stoue by stone, the tower
@vhich he had raised, and giving the inaterials to the
King’s Messengers. But the dread of ridicule and
pride of heart prevailed. He felt that he should incur
the mockery of his brother merchants, if, after years
of incessant labour his own hand were to destroy the
sole produce of his toil. He once more fixed his
gaze stedfastly on the lofty building, and resolved
to suppress every doubt and alarm. His efforts were
at length successful. Not only did his former trium-
phant feeling return, but a yet more fatal delusion
seized hip. He fancied the story of the King’s Mes-
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sengers, and the Royal Palace, and the Glorious
City, to be a mere invention; and maintained that,
notwithstanding the law of Exile, the only sure and
lastir'xg resting-place Wag'S to be found in the tower of

Fame. ¢

Alas !‘eae? while he was giving vent to these boast-
ful words, his own sentence of exile had gone forth,
and thé bearer of the Royai Mandate was at hand.
But we must leave him awhile, to" follow the history

of the two remaining brothers.
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CHAPTER I11.

Tae ttgry of Sedm-good, the third brother, differs
greatly from the two that have preceded it. The
warning of the old man did not merely leave a transi-
ent impression upon his mind, buf gave a colouring
to his whole course of action. Tle talked of it loudly
and frequently to his fe llow-citizens, and described,
in affecting language, the wonderful vision which the
mirror had disclosed. As soon as he received his
share of his Father’s wealth, he resolved to spend no
portion on the pleasures of the city, but to transmit
the whole to the King’s Palace.

He did not fail to make public his intention ; and
there was no lack of Messengers. First one, then
another came, each with his own tale of poverty or
distress, and each promising to carry safely the trea-
sure committed to his trust. Secrmn-good gave to all
alike with an unsparing hand; but he soon grew
weary of the monotony of the employment. All
went on quietly day after day. There was no interest
or excitement. His proceedings were either un-
observed or disregarded by the greater part of the
inhabitants of the ecity. He fancied that this was
in part, the fault of his Messengers. As soon as they

v
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received his gifts, they used studiously to conceal
them, and shrink from the observation of those
who met them in the streets. In order to prevent
this, he directed that they should carry the bags of
money*openly in their hands, and from time to time
give publit notice of « the object of their journey.
Some few refuded compliance, and were immediately

dismissed, his service.

Jhis expedient, in part, succeeded. The Messen-
gers were often seen and questioned, and more than
one friend congratulated Seem-good on the store he
was laying up in the Royul Palace. Still, however,
he was dissatisfied. He required something more
than this. The way of sending the money sccmed
to him out of keeping, both with the vastness of his
wealth and with the important object for which it was
sent. DBright visions would cross his miad of long
trinmphial processions through the streets of the city,
and of shouts and acclamations attending their pro-
gress,

Now, while he was indulging these thoughts, a man
in the garb of a herald stood before him. IHis form,
at first, was dim and uncertain; but as the young
merchant gazed upon it, it gradually increased in
distinctness. He wore a gorgeous tivery, and had a
golden trumpet in his hand. He thus addressed
himself to Seem-good :—* Your noble purposevhas heen
long known to me; neither have you been remiss in
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carrying it into effect. But there is one thing which
you have forgotten, Such wealth as yours should,
not be trusted to a few scattered Messengers, who
wander some here and some there, and hide themselves
in the cbscure corners ofgthe city. You require the
assistance of a herald to summon them all at a stated
period, and ‘then to marshal them in their ranks, and
arrange the order of their procession. Let, then, that
office be mine.”

The whole complexion of the life of Seem-good
was changed by this proposal. He at once adopted
the herald’s suggestion, and the monotouy of which
he had complamed passed away. From henceforth
his embassies to the Royal Palace excited no less
interest in the city than the tpwer of Nan-e-win, while
they proved to himself a source of peipetual triamph.
It will be sufficient to describe one of them ; for,
though they seemed to his brother merchants to pre-
‘sent an endless variety of appearance, the principal
features in all ave in reality alike, and the first cmbassy
that he sent will give a true view of his history.

When the day for the grand procession had been
fixed, the herald sounded his trumapet, and proclaimed
it far and wide through the streets of the city.
In the mean while, the young werchant collected
many costly hales of merchandise, and exchanged a
large quantity of jewels for silver and gold.  As all
this was done publicly in the market-place, it tended
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greatly to increase the general interest. The doors
of his own mansion were closed, and the few solitary
Messengers, who came to them from time to time,
were disgissed, with orders $o return together on the
day announged by the l:erxﬂd.

On the ap};ointed morning the windows of the
neighbourigg houses were thronged with spectators.
Presently the crowd thickened in the street until the
whole of it was blocked up by persons‘professing to be
King's Messengers. So vast was the concourse that
many a poor widow and orphan struggled in vain to pass
through it, and retarned sadly to their own homes
without once obtaining a sight of the dwelling of Seem-
good. At midday the yoyng merchant appeared.
He was attended by a splendid retinue of friends ;
near him were the bales of goods and the gold and
silver, which he was about to distribute, but nearer still
‘was the herald, who never failed to keep closely to his
side. The sun shone fully upon them ; and as its rays
were reflected back by their bright apparel and the
golden trumpet and the precious metals that lay
scattered upon the ground, the air was rent with the
acclamations of the assembled multitudes.

After the shouts had continued some minutes, the
herald proclaimed silence; and Seem-good, taking
coins of various sizes from the heaps at his side, scat-
tered them indiscriminately among the péople) A seene
of fearfal confusion followed, while each Messenger
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stroggled for his share. Many of the most weak and
sickly were crushed and trodden under foot. The
young merchant could see buta small portion of their
sufferings, get even that gave rise to painful thoughts;
but the whisperings from within were quickly suppress-
ed by the loud voice of the herald, as he proclaimed,
“ Hasten, hasten, ye Messengeis; gather up the
treasures of Seem-good the merchant, which he bids
you bear to the distant Palace of the Great King.”

It was not until the vast stores which Seem-good
had provided for the occasion were exhausted that
the tumult ceased. And then the herald arranged
the Messengersin a long procession, that they might
march publicly through the city. It was a strange
sight to see that troop of miserable objects, moving
along to the sound of a trumpet, with all the external
signs of triumph and joy. The misery of their general
appearance formed, for the most part, a singular
contrast to the costly burthens which they bore. Many
of them seemed conscious of this, and shrank in-
stinctively from the cobs ervation of their fellows; but
none were per(nitted to desert the order of march ; and
ever as they advanced onward, the voice of the herald
proclaimed louder and louder, “ Beheld, ye citizens,
behold the riches of Seem-good, which he sends before
him to the distant Palaee of the Great King.”

L}
The procession was so arranged as to be ept conti-
nually within view of\he young merchant. He watch-



31&{3 | Ve

wir franen gidote sfmifeas €3t sigks
Sigry A fagiw wfAAT Brwa WA Y%
TRAITE IR (AP FFALT ALY QT3 WIS
ZRIRAA | I By @R Ao fx sfza “og Fouq
A7 7ahg 2371 gaatfenid) Al wirwrigatr

&% W U a1zl e A Dwax TS SR AET
qre ™ |

ot YIS X AYFY W TeX AN7 (wiwiga
fa1fe 27 7, JXTT AT WA qA7 Afg@Aq
Ffal w7 sfix afwg a0 govars o fag sfam
ST & AW Y ufed o ¢Fastomr wtaw
FHT T T A7 IS HYF AVYT AL XA
AN E8K1 NiF oA N WYL ¢/ LA IS
fasidls ©iy TS wifa | Sigiawa Y AT
@ faafis BT TAAwN IRW Ainax AF tEy
7f% o TS Agfos 23 fFy @f ot Ffam
aqq wfars ARA | SiLiAHE 9FF  TEF ANA
{3317 79T I7 FAws BT 9% NiFAl FAS
atfas « cz saatliae, guwifenifig oo weix =3,

T @ 73w «7 Aife mafzs arwewx el
Ffarerga |

I @ AT (T 9T WA (AN 1| IfAMifeA
@ szl Y afawer Afedameay oty wds

G



31 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

ed its course through the market-place, and up and
down the principal streets of the city. From the point
at which he stood he could hear distinctly the shouts
of the pppulace and the pyoclamation of the herald ;
and there he remained, watching and listening, ungl
the shades off eyening closed in, and the reality was
lost in a bright and beautiful dream.

For in fhe visions of the mnight procession after
proezssion continued to pass before him ; they were
all laden with costly offerings for the Royal Palace,—
some of silver and gold, some of bales of merchan-
dise, some of glorious apparel,—but they kept moving
round and round the city, and with the inconsistency
of a dream it did not seem strange to Seem-good that,
though bound on adistant journey, they nzver passed
beyond its walls.

Such was the general aspect of the processions of
©eem-good. Some exceeded others in pomp and magni-
ficence ; but each was proclaimed by the same trumpet,
and set in order by the same herald ; so that,as I be-
fore said, one description will suffice for them all.

Meanwhilg, his resources seemed inexhaustible,
It was as though his trcasure kept returning to him-
self, and the more he gave the morc he had to bestow.
Of all the brothers he was by far the most popular;
his sojourn in the city was cheered alike by the praises
of the rich and the blessings of the poor. There
were, indef:d, some who murmured and ré&pined, but
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their complaints were drowned by the trumpet of
the herald, and never reached the ears of Seem-good.
He believed himself to be idolized by all within the city,
at'the same time that he was laying up for himself an
inexhauséible store of wealth beyond its walls, Some-
times his feelings were those of quiet self-complacency,
sometimes of ‘jayous triumph; but they were rarely
overclouded by the slightest shadow of doubtfulness or
alarm. The pursuits of his elder brothers were regard-
ed By him with a kind of contemptuous compassion.
He would often stand in the bright sunshine on the
rising ground where his house was built, and point
in derision to the tower of Name-win, or describe
with bitterness the yet sadder slavery of Love-gold ;
and then following with his eye the long ‘train of his
own Messengers, he would conclude by saying,
%1, too, have my tower, but it is built on a surer
foundation ; I, too, have my treasures, but I have
sent them to a safer home !”

The story of the fourth brother I cannot tell, for but
little is known of his history. He did not resemble
either Love-gold or Name-win, for he neither toiled
and laboured for the spirit of the gold-mine, nor
built for himself a tower of Fame; and yet he was
also unlike Seem-good, for no herald attended him
on his walks, and there was no array of Messengers
to be seen continually at his door. Much of his
time was passed in seclusion. His occu{)atior;s.‘ were
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unknown ; and he sojourned in the city of Passing
as one who scarcely belonged to it. Those who watch-
ed with the greatest interest the different pursuits of
the three elder brothers, wege gradually led to forget
the very existence of Wxseheart There was no great
event to mark it or force it upon their attention., At
one time, mdegg], he did excite a momentary sen-
sation. He left the quarter of the city inhabited by
the wealthy merchants, and made chaice of a more
lowly mansion, surrounded by the dwellings of the
poor. His motives even for this change were never
discovered. Some ascribed it to avarice, some to
want. But it soon ceased to be a topic of conversa-
tion ; and he was consigned to greater ohacuuty than

before.

To the few friends who continued to visit him in
his retirement he was always kind and hospitable;
but there was a mystery about his way of life which
they were unable to penetrate. As time went on, he
still seemed to grow poorer and poorer. Some secret
drain appeared to exhaust his wealth. No sign of
luxury was seen in his abode ; his dress was changed
for one of less costly materials; and his diet was of
the simplest kind.  All this was of itself strange, but
there was something yet more unaccountable in the
effect that it had upou Wise-heart hiwself. Every day
his step grew lighter, and his countenance more full
of joy. The look of depression and ankigty “-vhich
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during the days of his abundance he had at times
worn, was now never seen upon his brow. One
would have imagined, that it was not his wealth, but
some heavy burthen that had been taken away from
him ; her became so light and cheerful under its
removal. When questioned as to the cause of this,
he would sométines answer by a smile, sometimes by
a tear; and there were those who said that, though
the smile of Wise-heart never failed to make the heart

rejoice, liis tear was yet wore full of gladness than his
smile.

The young merchant was really poor. The cause of
his poverty, like the rest of his history, was buried in
obscurity ; but, whatever became of his money, it
did not, like that of Seem-good, keep returning to
himagain, The praise of men never gildea his deeds
of self-sacrifice, neither did earthly glory shed its
brightness upon his path. And yet, after all, his
Towly dwelling was not without its beautiful legend.
There were some who could tell how, in the dim twi-
light, or in the still hour of night, they had seen the
train of Royal Messengers moving stealthily from his
door. They were not arranged in ranks, like those
sent by Seem-good. Every individual wulked alone.
And yet it was clear that all formed part of the same
long procession, for each had bis left hand muffled
closely in his garments, while with the right he point-
ed to the East to mark the direction of *kjs ¥ourney
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Slowly and silently, one by one, they moved onward
through the least frequented streets of the city. Not
a footfall was heard as they passed along. At length
they reached the Eastern gate. It was closed against
them, but like a long line ‘of shadows, the procession
still continued its unswerving course, and, passing
straight throug}‘{r the opposing barrier, were lost in the
darkness beyond.

These things were not, indeed, reported publicly
in the city. Few of the wealthy merchants had
heard them at all, and fewer still believed them.
Those who witnessed them felt their voices hushed
by the solemnity of the scene. Its silence seemed,
as it were, to rest upon them; and they could only
whisper of it from ear to ear, or meditate upon it
quietly in their own homes. And when they asked
themselves with a thrill of eager interest, whither
that long procession had gone, a voice within them
would reply, ¢ It is gone far, far beyond the bound-
aries of the city,—the barriers were unable to arrest
its  progress,—and it now bears the treasures of
Wise-heart to the distant Palace of the Great
King.”

Such was the legend ; but there is one part of it
which yet remains to he told. [t was said that
when the few, who had witnessed the secret proces-
sion, returned to the street in which the merchant
lived, they perceived his doorway to be sﬁewé( with
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pearls, while an amber light shone around his dwell-
ing, and strains of gentle music were heard from
within its walls. So soft was that light, that it seemed
but to shed its colouring or}‘ the surrounding darkness
—s0 qutet that music, that the stillness of the night
was unbroktn by the sound. They stood gazing at
a distance, TRey were afraid to venture near, lest,
like a scene of enchantment, it should vanish from
their view ; and there was a fascination in it, which
would not suffer them to depart. The eye never
grew weary of watching that lovely radiance, nor
the ear of listening to that celestial melody. At length
the sun arose, and then the vision passed away ;
or rather, though the soft light and quiet music never
ceased to bless the house of Wise-heart, they could
not be seen and heard in the glare atid turmoil of the
day. The pearls also were no longer visible. There
were some, indeed, who fancied they could still perceive
“them ; but, when they stooped to gather them, they

found only the drops of morning dew which lay upon
the ground.
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CHAT'TER IV.

Days, months, and years rolled on in the same un-
varied course. Love-gold continued to toil and
labour, and every hour gathered in fresh riches for his
insatiable master. Name-win received early the sen-
tence of Exile, but his tower remained as his memorial
in the city. Seem-good still dazzled the eyes of the
multitude by his costly giftsand gorgeous processions.
Wise-heart alone lived alife of obscurity. The wealth,
the fame, and the liberality of the three elder brothers,
had severally passed into a proverb. Many were
the discussions concerning their cofuct and character ;
for in spite of the contempt in which Love-gold was
generally held, even he had his tribe of flatterers and
partisans, and it was remarked that their number
increased as the time of his banishment drew near.
Bat no allusion was made to the law of Exile in any
of the conversations concerning the brothers. I have
already accounted for this silence. Notwithstanding
the King’s warnings, the citizens for the most part
were accustomed to regard Passing as their lasting
dwelling-place. It seemed as though some heavy
mist were resting upon them; and their low range of
thoughtlwas bounded by the narrow circuk of \ileir own
walls.
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A protracted sojourn in the city fell to the portion
of Love-gold, though the progress of time served
only to increase the burthen of his servitude. He was
carrying a heavy load of gold to the sccret mine, and
toiling®nd groaning beneath irs weizht, when the old
man met Ifim on his way. TFor a moment, he gazed
stedfastly on She weary merchant, and then with a
smile of bitter irony offered to relieve him. Love-gold
trembled. He endeavoured at first to persuade himself
that it was but a re-appearance of the same image
which he had seen in the mirror; but his limbs
tottered, and his cheek grew pale, and there was a
numbness at his heart, which convinced Lim that the
actual form of the old man now stood before him, and he
could not doubt the nature of the message which he
“bore.

At length, in much terror and perplexity, and
scarcely conscious of the meaning of his own words,
he thus addressed him :—* Stranger,” he cned,  if,
indeed, thou art charged with the sentence of Exile,
leave me yet a little while. I have great treasure in
this city. Wait till my camels and asses are laden,
and my slaves with their bags of gold are ready to
accompany us, and then we will hasten on our Journey.”

But the stranger replied, and the cold; stern aceents
fell as ice on the heart of Love-gold,—* Oh, merchant,
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what vain words are these | You know well that who-
ever travels with me travels alone. Your camels and
asses, your slaves, your silver, and your gold cannot
accompany us. The wealth that you have sent before-
hand t% the Royal PalaceSis now your own ; but all that
remains irfthe city is lest to you for ever.”

Then did the vision in the mirror rise in distinct and
fearful remembrance to the mind of Love-gold. It was
but mockery to speak to him of treasure sent beforehand
to the Royal Palace. The accumuiated gains of his
many years of labour were all stored up in the fatal
mine. He had counted them over but yesterday ; not
a single coin was nmussing—all were there. Now as
he thought of this, he turned his eyes imploringly
to the old man ; but in a moment he again averted
his gaze, for he perccived him to be no longer alone.
A dark and terrible crowd of attendants were ranged
saround.  They were armed with scourges of iron,
which they raised on high, as though ready at any
moment to drive him forth into the dreary wilderness
that lay beyond the city.

At length, he cried outin accents of mingled fear
and remorse, “ Alas! O stranger, hitherto I have neg-
lected your warning. The whole of my wealth is still
within the city. But, surely, you yourself are a King’s
Messenger ! Have compassson, then, upon me, and
even now bear it quickly to the Royal Palfc».”
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40 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

But the old man replied, “ You ask what cannot be.
I am indeed a King’s Messenger, but I bear no treasure
with me to the Royal Palace; for all things change
at my touch, and crumble into decay. Those charged
with tifat ofice have been With vou long ago,~—the poor,
the afflictdd, and the énfirm ;—they would have con-
veyed your riches thither, if you had not driven them
empty-handed from your door.” Darker and more
terrible grew the train of the old man's followers, as
Love-gold listened to these fearful words. Once more
the iron scourges were raised on high ; but the unhappy
merchant, in a voice of the deepest misery, implored
the respite of a single day.

“ To-morrow,” he said, ¢ to-morrow, all shall be in
readiness. I will even now summon the King’s Mes-
sengers, and send the whole of my wealth heyond
the walls of the city. Spare me, if it be bat for a few
hours.  Your coming was unlooked for, and therefore
it has found me unprepared.”

“1It is false,” replied the old man, sternly. ‘ My
coming has been very slow and gradual. During the
still hours of the night, you heard, one by one, the sound
of my footsteps, while I was yet at a distance from the
city. Your limbs grew feeble, and your hair grey, and
your heart dull and cold ; and you knew well that these
signs preceded the approach of the last Messenger
of the Great King. Each warning made_you struggie
for a little while, to separate yourself from ydar gold.
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Al THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

But it held you in bonds ; and you could not set your-
self free. IfI were toleave you now, the result would
be the same. You would go on clinging to your riches,
or rather they would go op clinging to you, even if you
were syffered to remain wliole centuries in the city.”

Love-gald felt that the old man’s words were but too
fearfully true. « He had for many years been expecting
the bearer of the Royal Mandate. So slow had been
his approach, that days, weeks, and months, seemed to
mark the interval of each succeeding step. Time had
been thus allowed for the gradual removal of all his
wealth. Theappointed Messengers had repeatedly cal-
led forit; but after a faint effort to give it them, he had
sent them away till the morrow. And the cause of this
was, as I have said, the chain of gold which had been
twined round his hands by the spirit of the mine, it
had been light and fragile once, but it was a magic
chain, which grew more firm and massive with the

slapse of years. The time had been, when the captive,
by one vigorous struggle, might have set himself free.
But each weak and unsuccessful effort served only
to increase its strength ; and the links had become so
firmly riveted, that his own hand was all too feeble
to dissolve them now.

The unhappy merchant had, as we have seen, long
bent beneath the weight of this chain; but he now
perceived 1t for the first time, as it was wrenched
asunder by the iroa grasp of the strahger's. hand;
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and in a moment, he was parted for ever from his vast
wealth, and, while the scourges fell heavily apon him,
driven forth as an exile beyond the walls of the city.

We avill now leave Lgve-gold, and bring to a close
the story ‘of Name~w§n. A no less sad and fearfui
picture awaiis us there. He was, as I have said, sum-
moned early, and the day of his exile followed close
on the warning of the wayfaring man. But I have
thought it better to make no change in theorder of
his history.

The old man found him in all.the fulness of his
strength. He was arrayed in purple and costly ap-
parel, and stood gazing with an eye of pride on the
tower which he had raised. A crowd of eager parti-
sans were gathered around. The bearer of the Royal
Mandate passed through the midst of them, with a
slow and silent step; and his finger had long pointed

« to Name-win before he himself became aware of his
approach. It was the looks of those who stood around
which first warned him that the day of his exile had
arrived.

No sooner, however, did he become conscicus of
the old man’s presence, than he endeavoured to face
him with an undaunted air. “Stranger” he said boldly,
“ your summons to me is vain. I ask no dwelling-
place in the Glorious City. Here, in Passing, have
I built myselfa tower;and here, in Passing, shall be
my lasting home.”  There was a shout of applauge from
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43 THE KING'S MESSENGERS.

the surrounding multitude ; but the old man neither
spoke nor moved. Coldly and stedfastly he gazed
upon the merchant, until the proud spirit of Name-win
quailed }')eneath his look, axlsd the boastful words seemed
to wither op his lips, wl‘lile every limb was shaken with
convulsive terrer. He turned away his face from the
unwelcome messenger, and endeavoured to gather new
courage from the contemplation of his tower of Fame.
But there was a haze which now encircled it; it appear-
ed to be oalreadj fading in the distance; and he could
hardly distinguish the building itself from its long
dark shadow which rested upon the ground.

At -ength the old man broke the silence —< Tt is
O merchant !—the objects in-this city become,

ever thus,
e same with their shadows, when

for the most part, th
I approach them. But take my glass, and you will
once more behold distinctly the building that you have
raised.” Ashe said this, he held out a glass to Name-
win. The merchant took it almost unconsciously. For
2 moment he looked through it, and then, with a cold
shudder, suffered it to fall from his hand. His lofty
tower had dwindled into a sepulchre, when seen through
the glass which the stranger had given him. But
Jimiuutive as it now appeared, there was an inscription
engraved distinctly upon it ; and he had read only too
plainly these fatal words:— Here lie. the garments

~which Name-win once wore.”
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44 THE KING'S MESSENGERS,

“ Yes,” said the old man, with a smile of scorn,
%t is not for yourself that you have raised this lofty
tower, but for the garments which you wear! They
shall remain in the city, and rest beneath it, until the
moth d@9id worm have eatehi them away. DBut for your-
self you héve prepared no dwelling-place and you will
be driven forth"a homeless wanderer in the wilderness.”
The last feeling of self-confidence now died away from
the heart of Name-win. Instead of the crowd of eager
partizans, he saw only the same gloomy attendants,
which afterwards appeared to Love-gold. Ile felt that
his tower would avail him nothing ; and that, if the
gates of the Royal City were closed ugainst him, no
hope of safety could remain. The past rose in bitter
remembrance before him; and, as he thought over
the numerous workmen that he had emploved on his
building, he tried to recollect some among the number
who might prove to have been a Messenger of the
Great King. '

The effort, however, was vain; and the secret feeling
of his heart belied his words, as he advanced a claim
to treasure in the Royal Palace, Stranger,” he said,
“1 have not altogether neglected the warning which
you gave, My riches are not buried in a mine; I
have dispersed them far and near, and know not whi-
ther they are gone. Some perhaps may have remained
within the city, but surely some portion must have
escaped beyond its walls. If the King’x Messengers
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came to me they received their share with the rest:
I never wilfully drove them away. Oh tell me, then,
that there is some treasure prepared for me in the
Royal Palace, and that the gates of the Glorious City
will no$ be closed againg: me for ever.”
4%ut theold man poipted to the tower as he replied,
% Behold Nam.e-win, the one only monument of your
wealth ; it is there, and there alcne, that all who received
your wages or your gifts deposited their burthens. You
yourself never failed to point it out to them as the object
of their journey. But neitheris this all; the King’s
Messengers, though you knew them not, did indeed
come to you among the rest. They were weak and
helpless, and you loaded them with vast blocks of
marble and granite, which they were unable to bear,
Many sank beneath their burthens ; others were erushed
and maimed by stones falling from the building. it
is true that their groans and lamentations never reached
tyou, They were drowned by the noise and tumult
which accompanied the erection of your tower. But the
cries of the King's Messengers are carried by each
passing wind to the Royal Palace, and are heard and
remembered there.”

Name-win would fain have replied, but no time was
allowed him for further words. The strangertouched
him with his icy hand, and in an instant the dark atten-
dants had stripped him of his raiment, and driven him
with their scources from the city. Thete were few
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who wept for his sudden departure, for Name-win
was not loved ; but his admirers and partizans gathered
up his purple garments, and deposited them carefully
beneath the tower. In a little while the moth and the
worm hgd consumed theng there ; while the tower itself
confinued tp stand for ,many ages,—a vain memorial
of the spot where they had been laid.
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CHAPTER V.

SeEM-GooD “saw the sentence of exile passed on both
his elder brothers, and spoke with much eloquence of
the misery of their fate. For himself, he said that he
had long since been fully prepared to depart; all his
treasures had been sent belore him to the Royal Palace;
and he was only anxious for the time when they
would be restored to him again. Sometimes he would
complain to his friends of the long delay cf the bearer
of the Royal Mandate, and declare that he was even
then listening for his footstep, and would advaunce to
welcome him at the first warning of his approach.

The stranger tarried long; but when he did come,
the reality proved very diffcrent from the anticipations
of Seem-good. In spite of himself, he was conscious
of a sensation of fear. First a strange darkness
seemed to fall on the objects around him. Then doubts
and misgivings flitted like shadows across his mind ;
and the vision of the future as well 45 of the past end
present was arrayed in less bright colouring than
before. He advanced to meet the old man, but it was
with the unsteady step of one walking inv a mist; he
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addressed him in bold words of welcome, but it was
with a faltering voice, as though he felt doubtful of
the reply. ‘

‘ At length,” he said,* “ thou hast arrived! But
wherefere didst thou tarly so long? Was it that thy
journey was delayed by the frequent train of Messen-
gers that mete*thee on thy way? They were bearing
my silver and my gold, my jewels and my merchan-
dise, to the Great Monarch whom thou servest. I have
much wealth laid up for me in his Palace. Come,
then, let us hasten thither.””

But the old man offered no reply; he merely fixed
his cold, searching gaze upon the merchant ; and while
he did so, it seemed as though some terrivle object rose
up between them ; and the shadow fell yet more durkly
on the mind of Seem-good. He tried in vain to sip-
press his feelings of anxiety and alarm ; they kept
following one another like the waves of a troubled
sea. At length he was forced to give way to them,
and once more spoke to the old man, but with words
of less confidence than before. ¢ Stranger,” he said,
“ from whence is this sensation of secret terror? 1
had looked to your coming asa time of sunshine and
joy. Where are the good tidings that you have in
store for me ? Do not imagine that, like Name-win and
Love-gold T have neglected your warning. My wealth
has been distributed among the King’s Messengers.
Week after week, in long procession, they*left my door.
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Surely, surely, you must have seen many bags of gol
and bales of merchandise in the Royal Palace, with
the name of Seem-good written upon thers !”

The old man replied, br rather, perhaps, though the
wordssseemed to come frém him, it was the thoughts
of Seem-good which made answer to themselves :—

“ Oh merclfant ! from the city in which you dwell
to the land inhabited by the Great King is a long and
dangerous journey. It is true that many a Messenger
has of late trodden it in safety, and rich and precious
were the burthens which they bore. But there was
no mark either on the bags of gold or the bales of
merchandise. If therefore, the name of Seem-good
was written upon yours, the whole of them must
have been lost,™

“ Lost! lost!” exclaimed the unhappy man, in a
voice of agony ; “ Nay, it cannot be. The embassies
were 80 frequent and numerous that some, at least, must
have arrived : and even if it be otherwise, the whole
city is a witness that I sent them. The air was rent
with acclamations as they passed along 5 and far and near
you could hear the voices of those who cried, ¢ This
is the wealth of Seem-good, which he sends before him
to the distant Palace of the Great King.”

“ It is not such sounds as those,” replied the old man,
“ which ever reach the Royal Palace; they are lost in
the din and tumult of the city, or heard‘ only by the
enemies .of the King. But tell me, Seem-good ; are
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you a merchant, and do you not know that those riches
are moved most securely which are sent in secrecy and
silenee ? If you had wished merely to transfer your
possessions to a house in‘a neighbouring street, should
you, is the first instance, have paraded them before
your doer, and tell the bearers to display them
openly to alltwho met them on their way ? Surely, if
you had done this, and they had been intercepted by
thieves and robbers, the fault would have been
your own.

Seem-good could make no reply ; and yet he mur-
mured something of a hope that the soldiers of the
Great King would not have suffered the Messengers
to be plundered on their journey. But the old man,
in a sterner voice, thus continued to address him:—

«“1 will tell you, Seem-good, what lus become of
your wealth. There is an enchanter that dwells in
this city; his name is Pride, and he is an enemy of
the Great King. He it was who sent the herald to
summon the Messengers to your door. The sound
of his trumpet never fails to change the purest gold
and silver into brass and glittering tinsel. These
were the offerings that you really sent ; but even these
did not reach the destination for which you intended
them. The enchanter wove his magic circles rouad
the feet of your Messengers, so that they followed one
another in the same endless track, without ever ad-
vancing one ‘step upon their journey.”
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A new and fearful light now burst upon the mind
of Seem-good. He remembered how, in the visions of
the night, he had continually seen the long processions
moving round and rount. Never for a moment had
he log sight of them i the distance, or formed a
wish to Quce their egurse beyond the city. Alas! in
these dreamns ke had seen but the image of his actual
Messengers, though it was the enchanter who placed
before his eyes the glass in which they appeared. His
head grew dizzv, and his heart sick, as they rose ta
his remembrance ; but he still made one last effort to

lay cluim to a recompense from the Great King.

“ Tt was gold,” he said,—*“it was pure gold that
I cave ;and, though it may have been ohanged and
rendered worthless, to e at least it was of real value,
If 1t failed to purchase for me an inheritance in the
Royal Palace, it surely ought to huve been restored
to me again. Love-gold hoarded his vast wealth ;
Name-wiu built with his a tower of Fame; mine alone
has been uuprofitably spent, and brought me no recom-
pense within the city, and yet none beyond its walls.”

“ Merchant,” replied the old man, “ you know well
that you have long since had your reward. The
applause of your fellow-citizens fell like a golden show-
er upon your path ; and their good-will and gratitude
have been to you as bales of costly merehandise. It
was thus that the wealth which you professed to give
never ceased to come back to youe«again. Like
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Love-gold, you did but traffic with your possessions,
and they brought you in a full and abundant return.
Your tower, also, like that of Name-win is built within
the city. It is teue that your own hands have not labour-
éd initmerection, but day byrday you have stood watching
it in secrety and listenegd to the chouts and acclamations
which marked its growth. It may, perhaps, have
seemed to you to be rising off in the territory of the
Great King ; bat this delusion was caused by the same
enchanter who sent you the herald. He spread a
mist before your eyes, which made an object appear
to be in the distance which wuas realiy near at hand.
Your range of sight has never passed heyond the
boundaries of the city; every hope and wish of your
heart has been confined within it, and there also was
your treasure and your home.”

Then did the attendants with the iron scourges
seize upon Seem-good, and strip him of his garments ;
and he, too, was driven forth into the dreary wilder-
ness. But the scourges were unseen by those who
witnessed his departure, neither could they hear the
feartul words in which the sentence of exile was con-
veyed. And so it was, that, after he was goune, the
long train of his Messengers continued to parade the
streets ; while the false herald with the golden trumpet
proclaimed far and near that the happy exile had been
received within the gates of the Glorious City, and
that all his treasures had been restored to him there.
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Such was the fearful history of the three elder broa
thers. It is a relief to turn aside from it, and seek a
resting-place in Wise-heart’s lowly dwelling. He had
wept bitterly for their exle, but he did not, like Seem-
good, wake a display of his compassion, or boast of
his own readness to depart. His tears had flowed in
secret, and hisshopes also were cherished in the solitude
of his own bosom. Every day he put his little room
in readiness for the stranger’s coming, and was so
constantly preparing for it that he may be almost said
to have lived in his immediate presence. Yet he, Iike
the rest, was conscious of some change of feeling
when his actual summons arrived.

He was at that time enjoying the quiet beauty of
the evening hour. It mattered not that a vase with a
few autumnal flowers was the only ornawment of his
humble abode; and that the flame burnt faint and

feebly in the solitary lamp which was standing at their
* side. Wise-heart could not really be in darkness, pover-
ty, or alone; for, as the shades of night closed in, the
pearls appeared upon his threshold, the soft music
spoke to him as a companion, and the amber light
shed its radiance around. His heart was full of gra-
titude for these blessings, when a mingled feeling of
awe and sadness stole upon him, and it seemed as
though some shadow were moving along the wall,
Every object changed as the dark outline fell upon
it ;—the flame of the solitary lamp burned even more
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dimly than before, and the antumdal flowers began to
wither and decay. It needed not these signs to warn
Wise-heart that it was the same figure that had appeared
in the mirror. Fora wﬁile he watched it with a calm
and stéhdfast gaze ; preséatly a sensation of weariness
stole upod him, his ¢houghts grew confused and in-
distinct, and at length he sank in a state of partial
unconsciousness upon the ground.

When he again opened his eyes, the old man was
standing at his side. No gloomy attendants were near,
but he held a mirror in his hand. Beneath it were
the words—* This is the image of the Past.” The
scene which it reflected was one that had been long
familiar to Wise-heart, and he did not shrink from be-
holding it now. From time to time soft shadowy forms
moved across the glass; they were doubtless, the
images of the King's Messengers; but the eye of
Wise-heart did not for a moment rest upon them, for
ever as they appeared, his thoughts wandered to the
Royal Palace and Glorious City.

At length the old man addressed him. “ Oh!
merchant,” he said, “ how is this? All signs of wealth
and luxury are wont to vanish at my presence, but it
is not so with thy abode. Even as I crossed the thre-
shold of thy door, pearls of inestimable value were
scattered upon the ground. They can ,.b;e no part of
the treasyre of this city ; for, when I trod silently upon
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them, they were not sullied by tny step, but only shone
with a purer brightness than before !”

¢ Stranger,” replied Wise-heart, “ I cannot tell. You
say truly that they are no part of the treasure of the
city. The whole of m§ father’s vast .wealth could
not have purchased cne of them. They areas the
peatls of the far East, and I have looked upon them
as gifts from the Great King ; but I know not what
hand has scattered them thus plenteously at the
threshold of my door.”

He had hardly finished speaking, when a shadowy
form moved across the mirror, and there was a voice
from thence which said, I was a widew, poor and
destitute, but a Messenger of the Great King. ' I
went to Love-gold for relief, and he told me that his
money was his own. I came torWise-heart and he
spoke soft words of comfort, and ministered to my
wants, and bade me take freely of his treasures, for it
was for my sake that the Great King had placed them
in his hands. 1 wept with joy and gratitude when
I left him; and each tear has been changed by the
Great King into a pearl, and remained to this hour
on the threshold of his abode.”

And the old man said,  Oh! merchant, from
whence is this wonderful melody that I hear? Sure
1 am that none of the musicians in this city could pro-
duce such strains. Their harps lose their tunefulness,
_and their sweetest notes become harsh and discordant
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when 1 am standing near. But this music has some
magic power. My presence only renders it more dis-
tinct and perfect than before, and even my own voice
is moved into harmony by the sound.”

“ Stianger,” replied Wise-heart, « T cannot tell. You
say truly that the music has a magic power, for it lends
its own tuneffiness to all around. To me it has long
since breathed a spirit of harmony over the din and
discord of this crowded city; every care and anxiety
has been changed and modulated by its soothing
influrnce ; and the events of day after day have seemed
to flow on in perpetual melody, But though the
rusic has thus dwelt in my own home, aad T have loved
it, and listened to it with gladoess, I believe it to be
but the echo of a yet sweeter strain which is played
afur off in some distant land.”

Again there was a voice from the mirror ; its accents
were low and tremulous, like those of a little child,
and it said, “ I was an orphan, weak and friendless,
but a Messenger of the Great King. 1 went to Name-
win for succour, and he pointed to a block of marble,
and bade me raise it op high : but my hands were
too feeble for the task ; and then his attendants drove
me away, and said there was no place for little children
i the tower of Fame. I came to Wise-heart; aad
he fed me and clothed me, and told e that the
house in which he lived had been lent to him as a
shelter for the orphan child. Every riorning and
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evening 1 went in secret to the Great King,and cartied
with me each precious gift that I recived from Wise-
heart; and he bade me take back to him in return
the offering of a simples heart overflowing with gra-
titudegand love. So it';was that my looks and words
became tq his home as a perpetual song; and this is
the soft musieswhich you hear within its walls.””

And the old man said, ¢ Tell me, Wise-heart, from
whence is this light that sheds its radrance on all around ?
Sure I am that it belongs not to this city ; for night
has thrown her dark mantle over its streets, and, even
if it were otherwise, mists and chilling darkness are
the signs of my approach. The flame of your own
lamp grew more faint and feeble when my shadow
first fell upon it, and is fast expiring now. Whence,
then, is it that in thy dwelling ‘there seems to be
perpetual day ?”

A soft slumber was stealing upon Wise-heart ; his
eyes were already closed ; his voice was indistinct,
and yet it sounded like happy music as for the last
time he replied,” Stranger, I cannot tell. The light
has indeed shone upon me ; nay, is shining upon me
now. My eyes are closed, and Isee it not; butit
is as the sunshine of the heart, and I feel it to be
here.  Whether it be a realily or a beautiful dream,
I am conscious of its presence, though I know not
froms whence it comes,”
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Then, for the third time a voice proceedsd from the
mirror, a8 a shadowy form moved across it, and it
said, “ I had been rich and prosperous, buta long
sickness brought me into poverty and distress. I
heard ¢he proclamation ‘of Seem-good, and made a
feeble effort to reach his door; but the crowd, and
the glare, and «the noise of the trumpet overwhelmed
me with fear and shame. I shrank back in silence,
and hid myself in the obscurity of my own solitary
dwelling, Wise-heart sought me out and found me
there. He tended me in my sickness and ministered
to my wants, and bade me be of good cheer, for I had
a secret store of wealth, even the prayers and blessings
of a poor man ; and, when I spoke to him of grati-
tude, he asked me to give him some portion of my
treasure. Then did I remember that poverty and
distress had made me a Messenger of the Great King,
and I hastened to the Royal Palace, and took with
me thither my blessings and my prayers. The Great
King received them from me, and shed them as rays
of unchanging sunshine on the abode of Wise-heart,
and from thence comes the amber light that yet lives
within its walls,”

There was a pause of a few seconds ; while Wise-
heart appeared to be yielding mose and more to the
soothing influence of sleep. And then the old man
breathed softly upen him, and said, *¢ Thrice happy
merchant!  Well, indeed, hast thou traied with thy
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wealth! Thou hast bartered thy perishable silver and
gold for the widow's gratitude, the orphan’s love, and
the poor man’s prayer. Now that thou art going
hence, these riches will follow thee. The costly pearls,
the gefitle music, and the amber light shall attend
thee on thy journey even to the gates of the Glorious
City. But a more abundant treasure, a more perfect
harmony, and a light of brilliance unutterable, await
thee there.”

As he thas 'spnke, he placed a second mirror before
the eyes of Wise-heart ; and though they now seemed
to be sealed in slumber, a smile of joy and gladness
plaved across his countenance. I cannot tell how
bright and glorious was the vision that he saw. This
alone I know, that the image of the Future was reflect-
ed in that glass, and that, as the old' man held it, his
own form faded awav. For a moment there wasa
sound as of the rustling of many wings in the air,
and then all was stillness in the dwelling of Wise-heart.

On the morrow, the sun shone brightly upon the
city ;—there was the usual hum of traffic and moving
to and fro of the busy multitudé in the streets; though
the lamp had been extinguished in Wise-heart's abode,
and the aged merchant was gone. Very few of the
passers-by noticed the deserted duwelling; but the
King’s Messengers wept as they beheld it from a
distance, and there was a strain of sadness in the
gentle music of the orphan child. Thgy mourned,
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because their own office was at an end ; but when they
thought of Wise-heart, their sorrow was turned into
joy. They knew that his treasures had been stored
up for him in the Royal Palace, and that he himself
was dWelling in the happy city where the law of Exile

was unknown,

Ar the end of the tale, young Sanat Coomar, (this was
the name of the prince,) who had listened with the
closest attention, continued for a long time silent and
seemed lost in thought. Jaganauth was unwilling
to break in on the current of his own reflections, but
at ladt said, “How Bhould you have liked to live in the
city of Passing? Was it not a strange law made
by the king ?”

“ Oh, replied the prince, faintly smiling, I understand
well enough of what city you are speaking, aud that
both you and I, and my grandfather too, are inhabi-
tants of it. This world is the city of Passiny; and
we are all liable at any moment to be called to
leave it: and, when our summons comes, we go forth
alone, and are not able to take with us any part
of our wealth. The old man, at whose touch all
things crumbled into decay, represents time. But
do you mean that every person in the world is like
one of these merchants ?” 1T think, answered Jaga-
unauth, that they represent gregt classes, to one or other
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of which most persons may be said to belong. First
we have those, like Love-gold, who do not spend their
riches at all: next those, like Name-win, who spend
them, but not for wise purposes ; then such as Seem-
good, Who ostentationsly bestow their wealth, often on
real objects of compassion, but merely for the sake of
the applause which they hope to gain by their beha-
viour; and lastly those, like Wise-heart, who, under the
influence of a kind and benevolent temper, have no
object in view in the exercise of their charity but a
simple and sincere wish to lessen the misery or in-
crease the happiness of those around them. These
last, indeed, are the most rare to be met with; but it
is certain that, if all could be made to understand
how much their own happiness can be promoted, by
making it the main business of their life to promote
the happiness of others, the number of such men
. would be very greatly increased. In the tale which
you have just heard, I purposely kept the character
of the four merchants quite distinct from each other :
but it is otherwise in real life; and there are few whose
characters do not partake in a greater or less degree
of the dispositions of more than one of them ; and,
aecordingly as one kind of motive or another gets the
upper hand, we often see the same man act in very
different ways. At one time, we might suppose that
his only aim was to procure sensnal pleasures for his
own selfish gratification ; a’another, he will be founéd
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to have performed kind and liberal actious, without
any probability of having been led to them by an
unworthy motive. So that most men are enabled, f
they w'll examine themselves, to discover which kind
of bebaviour adds most really and lastingly to their
own happiness ; and I bave no doubt that all, who
will take the trouble to keep this kind of watch upon
themselves, will discover a wonderful difference in the
sensations that belong to each. They will be forced to
own that every pleasure they have derived from sensual
enjoyment, and from the indulgence of gratified pride
or vanity, grows iess and less acute at each repetition ;
until it sometimes happens that, by ualimited indul-
gence of their selfish passions, they come to loathe
those very things, in which at ong time they believed
all the bappiness of life to consist. But it is far other-
wise with the exercisc of a benevolent spirit ; for,
as has been beautifully declared by an English poet,
‘¢ Tt is twice blessed ;
‘¢ Tt blesseth him that gives and him that takes.”

With every renewal of it, the power and the wish
again to enjoy the delight of bestowing happiness on
a fellow creature increasc; and the sensation itself
becomes more exquisite, as it becomes more pure, and
unstained by the thought of -any thing beyond the
good deed itself,

1 wish, said Sanat Coomar hastily, that every body
were rich. Jaganauth smiled. How different, said
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he, is that wish from the one you uttered this morning.
Then you longed to be as rich as the Great Lydian
King, who was famous for being richer than all the
rest of mankind : now you wish that every body should
be rick; in which case ne one would become very re-
markable for being richer than his neighbours. Bat,
although your*wish is so much altered, I am not quite
sure that the world is not better constituted, according
to its present condition, than if it were arranged ac-
cording to your plan. I understand you by your wish
to mean, that every body should enjoy as much of
the good things of life as he desires, without being
at any pains to endeavour to obtain them.,  For, even
now, those who will behave prudentlv, and work
steadily and honestly for what they want, may gener-
ally contrive to gain the means of comfortable live-
lihood ; and every man is rich, who is contented with
what he has, Misfortunes, indeed, will come to some ;
and, if they did not, there would be no room for those
pleasures of active benevolence which, I have already
assured you, are the most exquisite that human nature
is capable of feeling. DBut, as you might answer to
this, that it is not a sufficient reason why some should
be miserable, that others may enjoy the pleasure of
relieving them, I will add that men is so constituted,
that a strong inducement to him to exert his skill ard
intelligence arises from dread of the evils of want im-
pending over him ; for escaping from which he can only
rely with confidence on his own efforts: andsif you
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wish his nature to be changed \alsoin this respect,
you will find that one change leads to another, until
at last the world, and the men who live in it, would
be altogether different frbm what we now find.  The
desire yhich most men fee} to improve their condition,
and which, when reasonably limited, is notincompa-
tible with the contented spirit, of which I lately spoke,
as being equivalent to wealth, leads directly to
the most active and useful employment of the faculties
with which they are endowed ; and it is surprising how
much men are capable of doing for themselves,
who will steadily do their hest ; and, above
all things, make it a strict rule never to deviate
from the paths of honesty and rectitude. I will
illustrate this, by relating to you the surprising ad-
ventures of & young English lad, whose original con-
dition was as mean as it is well possible to conceive ;
but who, by keeping in view these principles, raised
himself to wealth and respectability. I cannot assure
you that his story, (which I found related in a series
of tales, written for the instruction of the young, by
an accomplished lady still living,) is strictly true in
all its details: but, from what I have seen of the Eng-
lish manners in their own country, and the surprising
energy with which even the poorest and humblest
among them often succeed in raising themselves, by
their own exertions, to stations of high dignity and
honour, 1 can say that there is nothing told of this
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boy, which might not have happened ; and his history
ought to interest you the more, because you will find that
he was not afraid to leave his own country, and come
tp the Deccan of Indiay (which must to him have
seemed, as strange and digtant a country as England
does to you,) in pursuit of his wigh of gaining indepen-
dence. We will call this tale, if you please, THE
Rewarp or Hoxesty.
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THE REWARD OF HONESTY.

B ]

CHAPTER I

Some years ago, a2 lad of the mame of William
Jervas, or,as he was called from his lameness, Lame
Jervas, whose business it was to tend the horses inone
of the Cornwall tin-mines, was missing. He was left
one night in a little hut, at one end of the mine, where
he always slept; but in the morning he could nowhere
be found; aund this his sudden disappearance gave rize
to a number of strange and ridiculous stories among the
miners. The most rational, however, concluded that
the lad, tired of his situation, had made his escape
during thenight. It was certainly rather surprising
that he could nowhere be traced: but, after the neigh-
bours had wondered and talked for some time about
it, the circumstance was by degrees forgotten. The
nameof William Jervas was scarcely remembered by any,
except two or three of the cldest miners, when, twenty
years afterward, there came a party of gentlemen aund
ladies to see the mines; and, as the guide was showing
the curiosities of the place, one among the company, a
gentleman of about six-and-thirty years of age, pointed
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to some letters that were carved on the rock, and asked,
“ whose name was written there!”—“Only the name of
otie William Jervas,” answered the guide ; ““a poor lad
who rap way from the mines a great long while ago.”—
“ Are you sure that he ran away !” said the gentleman.—
“Yes, answeped the guide, “sure and certain I am of that.”
—* Not at all sure and certain of any such thing,” cried
one of the oldest of the mners, who interrupted
the guide, and then related all that he knew, all that
he had heard, and all that he imagined and believed
concerning the sudden disappearance of Jervas; con-
cluding by positively assuring the stranger that the ghost
of the said Jervas was often seen to walk, slowly, in
the long west gallery of the mine, with a blue taper in
his hand.~—¢<1 will take my Bible oath,” added the -
man, * that about a month after ‘he was missing, ¥
saw the ghost just as the clock struck twelve, walk-
. ing slowly, with the light in one hand, and a chaia
dragging after him in t'other; and he was coming
straight towards me, and I ran away into the stables
to the horses ; and from that time forth 1’ve taken special
good care never to go late in the evening to thar there
gallery, or near it: for I never was so frightened, above
or under ground, in all my born days.”

The stranger upon hearing this story, burstinto 2
Joud fit of laughter; and, on recovering himself, he
desired the ghost-seer to look atedfastly in his face,
and to ‘tell whether he bere any resemblance tp the
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ghost that walked with the blus faper in the west gal-
Jery. The miner stared for some minutes, and an-
swered, “ No; he that walks in the gallery is clear
another guess sort of a person ; in a white jacket, @
Isathercapron, and ragged: cap, like what Jervas used to
wear in his life time ; and, moreover, he limpsin his
gait, as Lame Jervas always did, I remember well.”
The gentleman walked on,and the miners observed,
what had before escaped their notice, that he limped a
little ; and, when he came again to the light, the guide,
after considering him very attentively, said, “If I was
not afraid of affronting the like of a gentleman such
as your honour, I should make bold for to say that you
be very much—only a deal darker complexioned—
you be very much of the same sort of person as our
Lame Jervas used for to be.”—“Not at all like our
Lame Jervas,” cried the old miner, who professed to
have seen the ghost; “no more like to him than Black
Jack to Blue Jokn.” The bystanders laughed at this
comparison ; and the guide, provoked at being laughed
at, sturdily maintained that not a man that wore a
head in Cornwall should laugh him out of his senses.
Each party now growing violent in support of his
opinion, from words they were just coming to blows,
when the stranger at once put anend to the dispute
by declaring that he was the very man. ¢ Jervas !” ex-
claimed they all at once, ¢ Jervas alive !—our Lame
Jervas turned gentleman !”
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The miners could scarcely believe their eyes, or their
ears, especially when, upon following him out of the
mine, they saw him get into a handsome coach, and
drive towards the mansion of one of the principal
gentlemen of the neighbourhcod, who was a pro-
prietor of the mine.

The next day, all the head miners were invited to
dine in tents, pitched in a field near this gentleman’s
house, 1t was fine weather,' and harvest time; the
guests assembled, and in the tents found abundance of
good cheer provided for them.

After dinner, Mr. R——, the master of the house, ap-
peared, accompanied by Lame Jervas, dressed in his
miner’s old jacket and cap. Even the chost-seer.
acknowledged that he now looked wonderful like him-
sell. Mr, R ,the master of the house, filled a glass,
and drank, “Welcome home to our friend Mr. Jer-

vas; and may good faith always meet with good for-
tune,” Indeed, what was meant'by the good faith, or
the good fortune, none could guess; and manv in
wishpers, and some aloud, made bold to ask for «n
explanation of the toast.

Mr. Jervas, on whom all eyes were fixed, after
thanking the compaay for their welcome home, took
his seat a. the table; and in compliance with Mr.
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R——¢ request, and the wishes of all present, related
to them his story nearly in the followiag manner,

“ Where I was born, «r who were my parents, I do
. not wgll know myself; gor can Irecollect who was
my nurse, or whether I was ever nursed atall: but,
luckily, these circumstances are not of much importance
to the world. The first thing which I can distinctly
remember is the being set, along with a number of
children of my own age, to pick and wash loose
ore of tin mixed with the earth, which in those days
we used to call shoad, or squad—1I don’t know what

you call it now.”

“We call it squad to this day, master,” interrupted
one of the miners.

“T might be atthistime, I suppose,” continued the
gentleman, “about five or six years old ; and from that
time till I was thirteen I worked in the mine where we
were yesterday. From the bottom of my heart I
rejoice that the times are better for youngsters since
then ; for Iknow I had a hard life of it.

“My good master, here, never knew any thing of
the matter; but I was cruelly used by those under him.
First, the old woman—Betty M organ, I think, was
her name—who set us our tasks of picking and
washing the squad, was as cross as the rheumatism could
make her. She never picked an ounce herself, but made
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us do her heap for her among us; and I being the
youngest, it was shoved down to me, Often and
often my day’s wages were kept back, not having done
this woman’s task; and I did not dare to tell my
masters the truth, lest she should beat me. But God
rest her soul, she was an angleof light in comparison
with the ¢rap-door keeper, who was my next tyrant.

“1t was our business to open and shut certain doors
that were placed in the mine for letting in air to the
different galleries: but my young tyrant left them
every one to me to take care of; and I wes made to
run to and fro, till Thad scarcely breath in my body,
while every miner in turn was swearing at me for the
idlest little fellow upon the surface of the earth ; though
the surface of the earth, alas ! was u place ¢n which I
had never yet, to my knowledge, set my foot.

“In my own defence, I made all the excuses I could
think of; and from excuses, I went on to all kinds of
deceit: for tyranny and injustice always produce cun-
ning and falsehood.

“ One day, having done my work at all the doors on
my side of the mine, I neglected three on my
companion’s side. The men, I thought, would not go
to work on that side of the mine for a day or two:
but in ths I was mistaken; and about noon I was
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alarmed by the report of a man 'baving heen killed
in one of the galleries for warit of fresh afr. .

“ The door-keepers were summoned before the
overseer ; or, as you call him, the viewer. I was the
youngest, and the blame was alllaid upon me. The
man, who had only swooned, recovered; but I was
?mshed and thrashed for the neglect of another person,
till the viewer was tired.

“ A weary lifel led afterwards with my friend the
oor-keeper, who was enraged against me for having
told the truth,

“ In process of time, asI grew stronger and bigger,
I was set t6 other work. First, I was employed at
the barrow ; and then a pick-axe and a gad were put
into my hands ; and I thought myself a great man.—I¢
was my fate to fall among the idlest set in the mine.
I observed that those men who worked by task, and
who had the luck to bit upon easy beds of the rock,
were not obliged to work more than three or four hours
a day: they got high wages with little labour; and
they spent their money jollily above-grouniijy the ale-
houses, asI heard. I did not know that these jolly
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fellows often left their wives and families starving
while they were getting drunk,

“ T longed for the time when I should be a man,
and d8 es I saw others' do. I longed for the days
when I should be able to drink and be idle ; and, in the
mean time, I set all my wits to work to baffle and
overreach the viewer,

“T wasnow about fourteen, and had I grown up
with these notions and habits, I must have spent my
life in wretchedess, and I should probably have ended
my days in a workhouse; but fortunately for me, an
accident happened, which made as great a change in
my mind as in my body.

“ One of my companions bribed me, with a strong
dram, to go down into a hole in the mine to zearch for
his gad ; which he being half-intoxicated, had dropped.
My head could not stand the strength of the dram
which he made me swallow to give me courage; and
being quite insensible to the danger, I took aleapdown
a precipice which 1 should have shuddered to look
at, if I had not lost my recollection.

« [ soon came to my senses, for I broke my leg; and
it is wonderful I did not break my neck by my fall. 1
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was drawn up by cords, and was carried to a hut in the
mine, near the stables, where I lay in great pain.

“ My master was in* the mine at the time the acci-
dent happened ; and, hegring where I was, he had the
goodness to come directly to me himself, to let me
know that he had sent for a surgeon.

¢ The surgeon, who lived in the neighbourhood, was
not at home ; but there was then upon a visit at my
master’s a Mr. Y—, an old gentleman who had been a
surgeon; and though he had for many years left off
practice, he no soomer heard of the accident that had
happened to me than he had the goodness to come
down into the mine, to set my leg.

¢ After the operation was over, my master returned
to tell me that I should want for nothing. Never shall
1 forget the humanity with which he treated me. Ido
not remember that 1had ever heard him speak to me
before this time; but now his voice and manner were
so full of compassion and kindness, that 1 looked up to
him as to a new sort of being.

‘‘His goodness wakened and warmed me to a sense
of gratitude—the first virtuous emotion I was con-
scious of having ever felt.

1 was attended with the greatest care, during my
illness, by the benevolent surgeon Mr. Y The
circumstace of my having been intoxicated when I took
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the leap had been concealed by the man who gave me-
the dram; who declared that I had fallen by accident, as
I was looking down the hole for a gad that 1 had drop-
ped. I did not joinin this falsehood : for, the moment
my méster spoke to me with so much goodness about
my mishap, my heart opened to him, and I told him
just how the thing happened.

“Mr. Y also heard the truth from me, and I
bad no reason to repent having told it, for this gave him,
as he said, hopes that I might turn out well, and was
the cause of his taking some pains to instruct me. He
observed to me that it was a pity a lad like me should,
so early in my days, take to dram-drinking; and he
explained the consequences of intemperance, of which
1 had never before heard or thought.

“ While T was confined to my bed I had leisure for
many reflections. The dranken and brutal among
the miners with whom I formerly associated never came
near me in my illness; but the better sort used to come
and see me often; and I began to take a liking to their
ways, and to wish to imitate them.

“ As they stood talking over their own affairs in my
hut, I learned how they laid out their time and their
money; and I now began to desire to have, as they
had, a little garden, and property of my own, for which
I knew Imust work hard. So I rose from my bed with
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very different yiews from those which I had when I was
laid down upon it; and from this time forward I kept
company with the sober and industrious as much as I
could. I saw things with different eyes: formerly I
used, ¥ke my companiohs, to be ready enough to take
any advantage that lay in my way of my employer;
but my gratitude to him who had befriended me in my
helpless state wrought such a change in me, that I now
took part with my master on all occasions, and could
not bear to see him wronged—so gratitude first made
me honest.

“ My master would not let the viewer turn me out
of the work, as he wanted to do, because I was lame
and weak, and not able to do much.—¢ Let him have
the care of my horses in the stable, said my master;
¢ —he can do something. I dow’t went to make money
of poor ZLame Jervas. Sou, as long as he is willing to
work, he shall not be turned out to starve’—These
were his very words; and when 1 heard them I said
inmy heart, * God bless him >  Aund, from that time
forth, I could, as I thought, have fought with the
stoutest man in the mine that said a word to his dis-
paragement.

“ Perhaps my feeling of attachment to him was the
stronger, because he was, I may say, the first person
then in the world who had ever shown me any tender-
ness, and the only one from whom I felt sure of meet-
ing with justice,
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“ About this time, as I was busied in the stable,
unperceived by them, I saw through a window a party
of the miners, among whom were several of my old
associates, at work opposite to me. * Suddenly one
of thém gave a shout-then all was hushed-—they
threw down their tools, huddled together ; and I judg-
ed by the keenness of their looks that they knew they
had made some valuable discovery. I further observed
that, instead of beginning to work the vein, they cover
ed it up immediately with rubbish, and defaced the
country with their pickaxes; so that, to look at, no
one could have suspected there was any load to be
found near. I also saw them secrete a lump of spar
in which they had reason to guess there were Cornish,
diamonds, as they call them, and they carefully hid
the bits of kellus* which they hadepicked out, lest the
viewer should notice them, and suspect the trath.

“ From all this, the whispering that went on, and
the pains they took to chase or entice the overseer away
from this spot, I conjectured they meant to keep their
discovery a secret, that they might turn it to their
own advantage.

* Kellus is the miners’ pame for a substance like & white softstons
which lies alpve the floor or spar, near to & vein.
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¢ There was a pdssage out of the mine known only
to themselves, as they thought, through which they
jntended to convey all the mewly-found ore. This
passage, I should obserts, led through an old gallery
in the mine, along the snde of the mountain, imme-
dlately up to the surface of the earth ; so that you
could by this way come in and out of the mine without
the assistance of the gin, by which people and ore are
usually led down or drawn up.

“ T made myself sure of my facts by searching this
passage, in which I found plenty of their purloined
treasure. I then went up to one of the party, whose
name was Clarke, and, drawing him aside, ventured
to expostulate with him. Clarke cursed me for a spy,
and then knocked me down, and returned to tell his
associates what I had been sayinf, and how he had
served me. They one and all swore that they would

be revenged upon me, if I gave theleast hint of what
I had seen to our master.

,“ From this time they watched me, whenever he
game down among us, lest I should have an opportunity
‘of speaking to him ; and they never, on any account,
would suffer me to go out of the mine. Under pre-
tence that the horses must be lookcd after, and that
no- one tended them so well as I did, they contrived
to keep me prisoner night and day ; hinting to me
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pretty plainly, that if 1 ever again complained of
being thus shut up, I should not long be buried alive.

“ Whether they would have gone the lengths they
threatened 1 know not: perhaps they threw out these
hints oxly with a design to intim:date me, and so to
preserve their secret. I confess I was alarmed ; but
there was something in the thought of showing my
good master how much I was attached to his interests
that continually prevailed over my fears; and my
spirits rose with the reflection that I, a poor insignifi-
cant lad ; I, that was often the scoff and laughing-
stock of the miners; I, that went by the name of
Lame Jervas; 1, who they thought could be bullied
to any thing by their threats, might do a nobler action
than any man among them would have the courage to
do in my place. Then the kindngss of my master,
and the words he said about me to the viewer, came
into my memory ; and I was so worked up that I
resolved, let the consequence be what it might, I
would, living or dying, be faithful to my benefactor.

“ 1 now waited anxiously for an opportunity to
‘spe!(k to him ; and if I did but hear the sound of his
voice at a distance, my heart beat violently. ¢ You
dittle know,” thought I, ¢ that there is one here, whom

~ perhaps you quite forget, who is ready to hazard his
life to do vou a service.’

“ One daypas-he was ¢oming near the place where
I was at work, rubbing down a hotse, he took notice
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that I fixed ‘tny eyes very earnestly upon him ; and
he came closer to me, saying,‘ 1 am glad to see you
better, Jervas; do you want any thing 7—*I want
for nothing, thank you, sir; but—' and as I said but,
I looked round to seec who was near. Instantly
Clarke, one of the gang, who had his eyes upon us,
called me, and despatched me, on some errand to &
distant part of the mine. As I was coming back,
however, it was my good fortune to meet my master
by himself in one of the galleries. I told him my
secret, and my fears, He answered me only with a
nod, and these words, ¢ Thank you—-trust to me—
make haste back to those that sent you.’

“JI did so; but I fancy there was something un-
usual in my manner or countenance which gave alarm;
for, at the close of the day, I saw Clarke and the gang
whispering together; and I observed that they re-
frained from going to their secret treasure the whole
of the day. I was in great fear that they suspected
me, and that they would take immediate and perhaps
bloody revenge.

“ These fears increased when I found myself lett
alonein my hut at night ; and, as I lay quite still, but
broad awake in my bed, I listened to every sound, and
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once or twice started up on hearing some noise near
me ; but it was only the horses moving in the stable,
which was close to my hut. I lay down again, laugh-
ing at my own fears, and endeavoured to compose
myself to sleep, reflecting that I had never, in my life,
more reason to sleep with a safe conscience,

“1 then turned round, and fell into 2 sweej sound
sleep ; but from this I was suddenly roused by a noise,
at the door of my hut. ‘It is only the horses again’
thought I ; but, opening my eyes, I saw o lght under
the door. I rubbed my eyes, hoping I had been in a
dream: the light disappeared, and I, thought it was
my fancy. As I kept my eyes, however, turned to-
wards the door, I saw a light again through the key-
hole; and the latch was pulled up; the door was then
softly pushed inwards, and I saw on the wall the large
shadow of a man with a pistol in his hand. My heart
sank within me, and I gave myself up for lost. The
man came in: he was mufiled up in a thick coat, his
hat was slouched, and a lantern in his hand. Which
.of the gang it was I did not know ; but I took it for
granted that it was one of them come with intent to
murder me. Terror at this ihstant left me ; and start-
ing upright in my bed, I exclaimed, ¢ I'm ready to die !
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I die in a good cause! Give me five minutes to say
my prayers!” and I fell upcn my knees—the man
standing silent beside the bed, with one hand upon
me, as if afraid I should escape from him.

“ When I had finished my short prayer, I looked
up towards my murderer, expecting the stroke: but
what was my surpriseand joy, when, as he held the
lantern up to his face, I beheld the contenance of my
master, smiling upon me with the most encouraging
benevolence. ¢ Awake, Jervas,” said he, ‘and try if
you can find out the difference between a friend and an
enemy. Put on your clothes as fast as you can, and
show me the way tothe new vein.’

“ No one ever was sooner dressed than T was. 1
led the way to the spot, which was covered np with
rubbish, so that I was some time clearing out an open-
ing, my master assisting me all the while: for, ashe
said, he was impatient to get me out of the mine safe,
as he did not think my apprehensions wholly without
foundation. The light of our lantern was scarcely
safficient for our purpose; but when we came to the
vein, my master saw enough to be esrtan that T was
in the right. ‘We covered up the placq as before, and
he noted the situation, so that he could be sure-to find
it acain. Then I showed him the way to the secret
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I die in a good cause! Give me five minutes to say
my prayers!” and I fell upon my knees—the man
standing silent beside the bed, with one Land upon
me, as if afraid I should escape from him.

“ When ¥ had finished my short prayer, I looked
up towards my murderer, expecting the stroke: but
what was my surpriseand joy, when, as he held the
lantern up to his face, I beheld the contenance of my
master, smiling upon me with the most encouraging
benevolence. ¢ Awake, Jervas,” said he, ‘and try if
you can find out the difference between a friend and an
enemy. Put on your clothes as fastas you can, and
show me the way tothe new vein.’

“ No one ever was sooner dressed than I was., 1
led the way to the spot, which was covered up with
rubbish, so that I was some time clear\ing out an open-
ing, my master assisting me all the while: for, as he
said, he was impatient to get me out of the mine safe,
as he did not think my apprehensions wholly without
foundation. The light of our lantern was scarcely
safficient for our purpose; but when we came to the

* vein, my master saw enough to be eertain that I was
in the right. 'We covered up the placq as before, ard
he noted the situation, so that he could be sure-to find
it again. Then I showed him the way to the secret
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passage; but this passage he knew already, for by it
he had descended into the mine this night.

“ As we passed along, I pointed out the heaps of
ore which lay ready to be carried off, ¢Itis enough,
Jervas,’ said he, clapping his hand upon my shoulder ;
¢ you have given me proof sufficient of your fidelity.
Since you were so ready to diein a good cause, and
that cause mine, it is my business to take care you
shall live by it : so follow me out of this place directly ;
and I will take good care of you, my honest lad.’

“ 1 followed him with quick steps, and a joyful
heart: he took me home with him to lis own house,
where he said I might sleep for the rest of the night
secure from all fear of murderers; and so, showing me
into a small closet within his own bedchamber, he
wished me a good night; desiring <me, if I waked
early, not to open the window-shutters of my room,
nor go to the window, lest some of his people should
see me.

“I lay down, for the first time in my life, upon a

_ feather bed; but, whether it was from the unusual

feeling of the soft bed, or from the hurry of mind in

which I had been kept, and the sudden change of my

circumgtances, I could not sleep a wink all the re-
mainder ¢f the night.
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“ Before daybreak my master came into my room,
and bade me rise, put on the clothes Which he brought
me, and follow him w'thout making any noise, I
followed him out of the house before any body else
was awake ; and he took 'me across the fields towards
the high road. At this place we waited till we heard
the tinkling of the bells of a team of horses. ¢ Here
comes the waggon, said he, ¢in which you are to go.
I have taken every possible precaution to prevent any
of the miners or people in the neighbourhood from
tracing you; and you will be in safety at Exeter, with
my friend Mr. Y——, to whom I am going to send
you. Take this, continued he, putting a letter directed
to Mr. Y—~into my hand ; ¢ and here arefive gui-
neas for you. I shall desire Mr. Y to pay you
an annuity of ten guineas out of the profits of the
new vein, provided it turns out well, and you do
not turn out ill. So fare you well, Jervas. I shall
hear how you go on; and I only hope “you will serve
your next master, whoever he may be, as faithfully
as you have served me.’

#¢] shall never find so good a master,” was all I
could say for the soul of me ; for I was quite overcome
by his goodness and by sorrow at parting with him,
“as I then thought, for ever.”
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CHAPTER 11.

“Tre morning clouds began to clear away; I
could see my master at some distance, and I kept
looking after him, as the waggon went on slowly, and
as he walked fast away over the ficids: but when I
had lost sight of him, my thoughts were forcibly turn-
ed to other things. I seemed to awake to quite a
new scene, and new feelings. Buried underground
ina mine, as I had been from my infancy, the face
of nature was totally unknown to me.

“¢We shall have a brave fine day of it, I hope and
trust,’ said the waggoner, pointing wit his long whip
to the rising sun.

“ He went on, whistling, while I, to whom the rising
sun was a spectacle wholly surprising, started up in
astonishment. I know not what exclamations I uttered
as 1 gazed upon it; but I remember the waggoner
burst out into a loud laugh. ‘Luda marcy,’ said he,
holding his sides, ‘to hear un, and look at un, a body
would think the oaf had never seen the sun rise afore
in all his born days ¥’
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“ Upon this hint, which wes nearer the truth than
he imagined, recollecting that we were still in Corn-
wall, and not out of the reach of my enemies, I drew
myself back into the :vaggon, lest any of the miners,
passing the road to their morning’s work, might chance
to spy me out.

“ It was well for me that I tock this precaution, for
we had not gone much farther when we met a party
of the miners; and, as Isat wedged up in a corner
behind a heap of parcels, I heard the voice of Clarke,
who asked the waggoner as he passed us, ‘What o’clock
it might be? I kept myself quite snuy till he was out
of sight; nay, long afterwards, I was content to sit
within the waggon, rather than venture out;and 1
amused myself with listening to the bells of the team,
which jingled continually. .

“On our sccoud day’s journey, howcver, I ven-
tured out of my hiding-place; I walked with the
waggoner up and down the hills, enjoying the fresh air,
the singing of the birds, and the delightful smell of
the honeysuckles and the dog-roses in the hedges.
All these wild flowers, and even the weeds on the
banks by the way-side, were to me matters of wonder
and admiration. At every step, almost, I paused to
observe something that was new to me; and I could
“not help fecling surprised at the insensibility of my
fellow-traveller, who plodded on, seldom interrupting
his whistling, except to cry, ‘Gee, Blackbird, aw, woa;
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or,* How mnow, Smiler;” and certain other words or
sounds of menace and encouragement, addressed to
his horses in a language which seemed intelligible
to them and to him, though utterly incomprehensible
to me.

“QOhce, as I was in 4dmiration of a plant, whose
stem was about two feet high, and which had a round,
shining, pale purple, beautiful flower, the waggoner, with
a look of extreme scorn, exclaimed, ¢ Help thee, lad,
does not thee know ’tis a common thistle? Didst thee
not know that a thistle would prick thee? continued
he, laughing at the face 1 made when I touched the
prickly leaves ; “why my horse Dobbin has more sense
by half ' he is not like an ass hunting for thistles,”

“« After this the waggoner seemed to look upon me as
very nearly an idiot. Justas we were gomg into the
town of Plymouth, he eyed me frown head to foot, and
muttered,  The lad’s beside himself, sure enough.” In
truth, T believe I was a droll figure; for my hat was
stuck full of weeds, and of all sorts of wild flowers ;
and both my coat and waistcoat pockets were stuffed
out with pebbles and funguses.

¢ Buch an effect, however, had the waggoner’s con-
temptuous look upon me, that 1 pulled the weeds cut of
my hat, and threw down all my treasure of pebbles be-

~iore we entered the town. Nay, so much was I ovei-
awed, and in such dread was I of passing for an idiot,
that when wc came withinuview of the sea, in the finc
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harbour of Plymouth, I did not utter a single exclama-
tion ; althcugh I was struck prod.giously at this my first
sight of the ocean, as much almost as I hud been at
the spectacle of the risivg sun. I just ventured, how-
ever, to ask my companion some questions about the
vessels'which I beheld saliing or: the sea, and the ship-
ping with which the bay was filled. But he answered
coldly, ‘They be nothing in life but the boats and ships,
man : them that see them for the farst time are often
struck all on a heap, as I've noticed, in passiug by here:
but I've seen it all o many and a many times.” So he
turned away, went on chewing a straw, and seemed not
a whit more moved with admiration than he had been
at the sight of my thistle.

“ I conceived a high opinion of a man who had seen
so much that he could admire nothing’; and he preser-
ved and increased my respect for him by the vrofound
silence which he maintained during the five succeeding
days of our journcy : he seldom ornever opened his lips
except toinform me of the names of the towns through
which we passed. Ihave since reflected that it was
fortunate for me that I had such a supercilious fellow-
traveller on my first journey ; for he made me at once
thoroughly sensible of my ownignorance, and extreme-
Iy anxious to supply my deficiencies, and to find one
who would give some other answer to my questions
than a smile of contempt, or,* J do na knaw, f say.’
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“ We arrived at Exeter at last ; and, with much ado,
I found my way to Mr. Y—'s house. It was even-
ing when I got there, apd the servant to whom I gave
the letter said he supposed Mr. Y———would not see me
that night, as he liked to have his evenings to himself ;
but he took the letter, and ina few minutes returned,
desiring me to follow him up stairs.

“ 1 found the good old gentleman and some of his
friends in his study, with his grandchildren about him ;
one little chap on his knee, another climbing on the
arm of his chair ; and two bigger lads were busy look-
ing at a glass tube which he was showing them when
Icamein. It does not become meto repeat the hand-
some things he said to me, upon reading over my good
master’s letter ; but he was very gracious to me, and
told me that he would look out for some place or em-
ployment that would suit me ; and in the wean time,
that I should be welcome to stay in his house, where
I should meet with the good treatn.ent (which he
was pleased to say ) I deserved. Then, observing that
I was overcome with bashfulness, at being looked
at by so many strangers, he kindly dismissed me.

“ The next day lLe sent for me again to his study,
when he was alone, and asked me several questions,
seeming pleased with the openness and simplicity of
my answers. He saw that I gazed with vast curiosity
at several objects in the rosm, which were new to me:
and pointing to the glass tube which he had been
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showing the boys when I first came in, he asked
me if they had such things as that in our mines; and
if I knew the use of ity I told him I had seen some-
thing like it in our overseer’s hands; but that I had
never &nown its use. I¥wasa thermometer. Mr. Y
—— took great pains to show me how and on what
occasions, this instrument might be useful.

“Isaw ] had now todo with a person who was
somewhat different from my friend the waggoner;
and I cannot express the surprise and gratitude I
felt, when 1 found that he did not think me quite
a fool. Instead of looking at me with scorn, as
one very nearly an idiot, he answered my questions
with condescension ; and sometimes was s0 good as
to add, ¢ That'sa sensible question, my lad,’

“ While we were looking at the thermometer, he found
out that I could not read the words temperate, freezing
point, boiling water heat, &c., which were written upon
the ivory scale, in small characters.' He took that
occasion to point out to me the use and advantages
of knowing how to read and write; and he told me
that, as I wished to learn, he would desire the writing-
master, who came to attend his young grandson, to
teach me.

1 shall not detain you with a journal of my pro-
gress through my spelling-bock and copy-books: it
is enough to say that I aPplied with diligence, and
soon could write my name in rather more intelligible
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characters than those mm which the name of Jervas is
cut on the rock that we were looking at yesterday.

“ My eagerness to rexd the books which he put into
my bands, and the attention which I paid to his
lessong, pleased my writing-master so much that he took
a pride, as he said, ‘ in bringing me formard as fast
as possible?

“And here, I must confess, he was rather impra-
dent in the warmth of his commendations; my head
could not stand them; as much as I was humbled
and mortified by the waggoner’s caling me an idiot,
so much was I elated by my writing-master’s calling
me a genius. I wrote some very bad lines in praise
ot a thistle, which I thought prodigiously fine, because
my writing-master looked surprised when I showed
them to him ; and because he told” me that, having
given a copy of them to some gentlemen in Exeter,

they agreed that the rhymes were wonderful for me.

“ 1 was at this period very nearly spoiled for
life ; but fortunately my friend Mr. Y—saw my
danger, and cured me of my conceit, without damping
my ardour to acquire knowledge. He took me to the
hooks in his study, and showed me many volumes
“of fine poems : pointing out some passages to me that
greatly diminished my agdmiration of my own lines
on the thistle. The vast distance which I perceived
between guyself and these writers threw mwe iato
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despair. Mr. Y ——, seeing me thoroughly abashed,
observed that he was glad to find 1 saw the
difference between bad and good poetry ; and pointed
out tome, it was not lxkely, if I turned my industry
to wntmg verses, that ¢ 1 should ever either earn my
bread, or equal those who had enjoyed greater ad-
ventages of leisure and education. ¢ But, Jer’va.s,’
continued he, I commend you for your application and
quickness, in learning to write and read in so short
a time : you will find both these qualifications of great
advantage to you. Now, I advise you, turn your
thoughts to something that may make you useful
to other people . You have your bread to earn, and
this you can only do by making yourself useful some
way or other. Look about you, and you will see that
I tell you truth. You may perceive that the servants
in my House are all useful to me, and that I pay them
for their services. The cook who cad dress my din-
ner, the baker whe bgkes bread for me, the smith
who knows how to shoe my horses, the writing-master
who undertakes to teach my children to write, can
all earn money for themselves, and make themselves
independent. And you may remark that, of all those
L have mentioned, the writing-master #is the most
respected, and the best paid. Theie are some kinds
of knowledge, and some ‘kinds of iahour, that are
more highly paid for than other. But I have said
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enough to you, Jervas, for the present: I do not
want to lecture you, but to serve you. You area young
lad, and have had no \xperience; I am an old man,
and have had a great deal: so perhaps my advice
may be of some use to yéu.’

“ His advice was indeed of the greatest use to me :
every word he said sank into my mind. I wish those
who give advice to young people, especially to those
ina lower station than themselves, would follow this
gentleman's example; and, instead of haranguing
with the haughtiness of superior knowledge, would
speak with such kindness as to persuade at the same
time that they convince.

“ The very day that Mr. Y
manner, he called me in, that I might tell bis eldest

spoke to me in this

grandson the names which we miners give tc certain
fossils that had been sent him from Cornwall ; and, after
observing to the boy that this knowledge would be
useful to him, he begged me to tcll him exactly
how the mine in which I had been employed -vas
worked. ThisI did as well as I was able; and, imper-
fect as my description was, it entertained the boys <o
much' that I determined to try to make a sort ol
model of the tin-mine for their amusement.
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¢ But this I found no easy task ; my remembrance,
even of the place in which I had lived all my life was
not sufficiently exact t§ serve me, as to the length,
height, breadth, &c. of the differant parts; and though
Mr. Y—had a good colleétion of fossils, I was at aloss,
for want of materials, to represent properly the different
strata and veins ; or, as we call it, ¢ke country.

“ My temper, naturally enthusiastic, was not on
this occasion to be daunted by any difficulties. I was
roused by the notion that I should be able to complete
something that would be really wuseful to my kind
benefactor’s family ; and Ianticipated, with rapture, the
moment when I should produce my model complete,
and justify Mr. Y~——"'s opinion of my diligence and
capacity. I thought of nothing else from tke moment
these ideas came into my head. The wecasure, plans,
and specimens of earths and ore which were wanting
could only be obtained from the miney and such was
my ardour to accomplish my little project, that I deter-
mined at all hazards to return into Cornwall, and to ask
my good master’s permission to revisit the mine in the
night-time.

“ Accordingly, without a moment's delay, I set out
upon this expedition. Part of the journey I performed
on foot ; but whenever Icpuld, fgot a set down,
because I was impatient to get near the Land’s End.
Iconcluded that the wonder excited by my sudden
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disappearance had subsided by this time ; that I was
too insignificant to make it worth while to continue a
search after me for moreé thana few days ; and thatin
all likelihood, my master had dismissed from his work
the garg who had been concernad in the plot, and who
were the only persons whose revengeI had reason
to fear.

“ However, as I drew near the mine, I had the pru-
dence not to expose myself unnecessarily; and I
watched my opportunity so well, that I contrived to
meet my master, in his walk homeward, when no one
was with him. T hastily gave him a letter from Mr.
Y , as a certificate of my good conduct since my
leaving him ; then explained the reason ¢f my return,
and asked permission to examine the mines that night.

“ He expressed a good deal of surprise, but no dis-
pleasure, at my boldness in returning: he willinaly
granted my request; but, at the same time, warned me
that some of my enemies were still in the neighbourhood ;
and that, though he had dismissed them from his works,
and though several had fled the country in search of
employment elsewhere, yet he was informed that two or
three of the gang, and Clarke among the number, were
seen lurking about the country; that they had sworn
vengeance against me for bsiraying them, as they called
it; and had been indefatigably active in their search
after me.



ARTSIF YAFA N at

7zAl WEH] TETS (AF AYTA @ WHEH @ty
z37ifew izl a3 faw mfnim qifarr &%
eify #wiay sife ofafe ol sixd @r wiys-
e ANT WgTd AT A1 wyF® TxTe AFT (Y
3R A ¥ aea @iF ity wES Fgal sfan-
fem arg srztafens 4wre s e, @ man
oiE TS wiT TG FET Wi aW S Tl
fgmr iy

“qfs 4fTy fasB Tafgs zRate WAty 44s
Ty WA AT IRAM A &gy AfEs Awe
F24id v AAGHRT TALT AAN (A fofq awi®
T AHATT FAcSRA 1T AT STRT wNT
@ | SmiE fAeh z3cs [anis zexiasy eif
foge By 3V TEHY IRWE sraTIig
T——AIZLad HIW(IT @F A7 SITT TF AN
FRAM TUNF qIFF etomama @y Sixiz fass
ot ofm qifaeed o it s lzanE qyafe
eidat sfgenin|

“atfa Atgd #A @F B eNATT FATS &Y
T a1 2276 fawm demy sfax @ sty &1
s wewgle AWe TIW ARYiA Ffaary e
Ffgrad @ WA PR F @ Qrwena Wy
witg fofd Sizimwa Aemes Fqprs sfae €3
TrEiacRd  Sfdaies F0H T AT AR
Ffaare 7% arefs g% foa o @ @twe w0y ey
Bt wite wify stgiawa @l faxa gisast fz-
g @2 e oinr Mata w"S  sfwes oy
sfaary @32 IR Wi T $fese



96 THE REWARD OF HONESTY.

“ My master counséjuently advieed me to stay only
the ensuing night, and {p depart before daybreak: he
also caytioned me not tdwake the man who now slept
in my hutin the mine.

T did not like to spoil.the only good suit of clothes
of which I was possessed ; so, before I went down into
the mine , I got from my master my old jacket, apron,
and cap, in which being equipped, and furnished with
a lantern and rod for measuring, I descended in the
mine.

“1 went to work as quietly as possible, surveyed the
place exactly, and remembered what I had heard Mr.
Y——observe, that people can never make their
knowledge useful if they have not been at the pains to
make it exact.” I was determined to give him a proofof
my exactness : accordingly I measyred and minuted
down every thing with the most cautious accuracy ; and,
so intent was my mind upon my work, thethoughts of
Clarke and his associates never came %cross me for a
moment. Nay, I absolutely forgot the man in the hut
and am astonished he was not sooner waked.

“ What roused himn atlast was, [ believe, the noise
I made in loosening some earth and stones for speci-
mens. A great stone came tumbling down, and imme-
diately afterward I heard one of the horses neigh,
which showed me I had waked them at least; and I
betook myself to a hiding-place, in the western gallery
where 1 keqt quiet, for I believe a quarter of an hour,

(3
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in order to give thel horses and the man, if he were
awake, time to go to sep again.

“I ventured out of my hiding-place too soon ; for,
just as I left my nodk, I saw the man at the end of
the gallery. Instantly, upon the sight of me, he put
both his hands before his face, gave a loud shriek,
turned his back, and took tc his heels with the great-
est precipitation. I guessed that, as he said yester-
day, he took me for the ghost of myself; and that
his terror made him mistake my launtern for a blue
taper. I had no chain; but that I bad a rod in my
hand is most certain ;jand itis also trua that I took
advantage of his fears to drive him _out cf my way;
for the moment he began torun, I shouk my rod as
fast and as loud as Icou!d against the tin top of my
lantern; and I trampled with my deet as if I was
pursuing him.

“ As soon as the coast was clear, I hastened back
for my specimens; which I packed up in my basket,
dnd then decamped as fast as I could. This is the
enly time I ever walked in the western gallery witha
blue taper in my hand, dragging a chain after me, what-
ever the ghost-seer may report to the contrary.
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“ I was heartily gla{l to get away, and to have thus
happily accomplished e object of my journey, I car-
ried my basket on my bXck for some miles, till I got to
the place where a waggon put up; and in this I
travelled rafely back to Exeter.

I determined not to show my model to Mr, Y——
or the boys, till itshould be as complete as I could make
it. Igota good ingenious carpenter, who had been in
the habit of working for the toy-shops, to help me; and
laid out the best part of my worldly treasure upon this
my grand first project. I had new models made of the
sieves for lueing, the box and trough, the buddle, wreck,
and tool,* beside some dozen of wocden workmen,
wheelbarrows, &c. ; with which the carpenter, by my
directions, furnished my mine. I paid a smith and
tinman, moreover, for models of our sfamps, and blowing
Fouse, and an iron grate for my box : besides, I had a
lion rampant,+ and other small matters, from the pew-
terer ; also a pair of bellows, finished by the glover :
for all which articles, as they were out of the common
way, I was charged high.

It was some time, even when all this was ready,
before we could contrive to make our puppets do their
business properly : but patience accomplishes every
thing. At last we got our wooden miners to obey us,

* The names of vessels and machines used in the Cornish tin-
mines.

+ A lion rampant is stawped on the block tin which is brought
thence,
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and to perform their s 3veral tasks at the word of com-
mand ; that is to say_at the pulling of certain strings
and wires, which we fas ened to their legs, arms, heads,
and shoulders : which wires, being slender and black,
were ata little distance, invisible to the spectators.
when the skeletons were perfect, we fell to work to dress
and paint them; and I never shall forget the delight
with which I contemplated our whole company ot
puppets : men, women, and children, fresh painted
and dizened out, all in their proper colours. The
carpenter could scarcely prevent me from spoiling them :
I was so impatient to set them at work that I could
not wait till their clothes were dry; and I was every
half-hour rubbing my fingers upon their cheeks, to
try whether the red paint was yet hard enough.

“ With some pride, I announced 'nv intended exhib:-
tionto Mr. Y——; and he rppointced that evening for
seeing it, saying that none but his own boys shoald be
present at the first representation. It was for’them alene
it was originally designed ; but I was so charmed with
my newly-finished work that I would gladly have had
all Exeter present atthe exhibition. However, before
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night, I was convince® of my friend Mr. Y——"s supe-~
rior prudence : the whyle thing, asthe carpenter said,
went off pretty well; bMt several disasters happened
which I had not foreseen. There was one stiff old fellow,
whose grms, twitch them which way I would, I could
never get to bend: and an obstinate old woman, who
would never do any thing else but curtsy, when I
wanted her to kneel down and to do her work. My
children sorted their heaps of rubbish and ore very dex-
terously ; excepting one unlucky little chap, who from
the beginning, had his head, somehow or other, turned
the wrong way uponhis shoulders ; and I conld never
manage, all the night, tosetit right again: it wasin
vain I flattered myself that his wry neck would escape
observation ; for, as he was one of the whee'barrow boys,
he was a conspicuous figure in the piece ; ard whenever
he appeared, wheeling or empyting' hie barrow, I to
my mortification heard repeated peals of Jauchter from
the spectators, in which even my patron, notwithstanding
his good-natuared struggles against it fur some time, was

at last compelled to join.

“1, all the while, was wiping my forehead behind
my show-box; for I never was in such a bath of
heat in my life: not the hardest day's work I ever
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wrought in the min\ made me one-half so hot as
setting these puppets taywork.

“When my exhibition was over, good Mr. Y

came to me, and consoled me for all disasters, by the
praises he bestowed upon my patience and ingenuity :
he showed me that he knew the difficulties with which
I had to contend: and he mentioned the defects to
me in the kindest manner, and how they might be
remedied. ‘I see,’ said he, smiling, ¢ that you have
endeavoured to make something useful for the enter-
tainment of my boys; and I will take pains to make
it turn out advantageously to you.

“The next morning I went to look 3t my show-box,
which Mr. Y had desited me to leave in his
study; and I was surprised to see the front of the box,
which I had left open for the spectators, filled up with
boards, and having a circular glass in the middle.
The eldest boy, who stood by enjoying my surprise,
bid me look in, and tell him what I saw. What
was my astonishment, when I first fooked through this
glass—¢ As large as the life!—As large as the life !’
cried I, in admiration—‘T see the puppets, the wheel-
barrows, evepv thing as large as life"”
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“Mr, Y——then ti1d me that it was by his grand-
son’s directions that\thie glass, which he said was
called a magnifying-glass, or convex-lens, was added
to my show-box. ‘He makes you a present of it;
and now,” added he, smiling, ¢ cet all your little perfor-
mers into order and prepare for a second representa-
tion: I will send for a clock-maker in this town, who
is an ingenious man, and will show you how to manage
properly the motions of your puppets; and them
we will get a good painter to paint them for you.’

“ There was at this time in Exeter a society of literary
gentlemen, who met once a week at each other’s houses.
Mr. Y——was one of these ; and several of the prin-
cipal families in Exeter, especially' those who had
children, came on the appointed evening to see the
model of the Cornwall tin-mine, which, with the assist-
ance of the clock-maker and painter, was now become
really a show worth looking at. I made butfew blun-
ders this time, and the company were indulgent enough
to pardon these, and to express themselves well pleased
with my little exhibition. They gave me, indeed, solid
marks of their satisfaction, which were quite unexpected :
afler the exhibition, Mr. Y-——'s youngest grandckild,
in the name of the rest of the company, presented me

with a puree, containing the contributions which had
been made for me.
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“After repaying al my expences for my journey
and machinery, I found'l had six guineas and a erown
to spare. So I thought myself a rich man; and having
never seen so much money together in my life before as
six golden guineas and a crown, I should most
probably, like the generality of people who come into
the possession of unexpected wealth, have bccome
extravagant, had it not beenfor the timely advice of
my kind monitor, Mr. Y-——, When I showed him a
pair of Chinese tumblers, which I had bought from a
pedlar for twice as much as they were worth, merely
because they pleased my fancy, he shook his head,
and observed that T might, before my death, want this
very noney to buy a loaf of bread. ¢If you spend
your money as fast as you get it, Jervas,’ said he, ¢ no
matter how ingenious or industriousyou are, you will
always be poor. Remember the good proverb that says,
Industry is Fortune's right hand, and frugality her left;
a proverb which has been worth ten times more to me
than all my little purse contained :so true it is that
those do not always give most who give money.”



LEGIOERAER Y S0

“gagy =N @ TF A4t 7 wd Ty z37ifew sz
szrnfds sRITe oifant (T Wity = 79 w1 gl
@ 9F Q171 TrI WD Wiy weaT WA IS atf-
Aty entfy fqerwe €N T2 @Al g7 g el e
Q% o Tu! Tl $4q 9F7 ®RFIE | wead
w7} ¢ Ale FfR @lteg oiw stz wfafe I
72717 AF1AN 2341 fag wivly aFataisH Soundi
T—atzy fafze awy erivite aesizigsd feml @
fasw T3S 3% e | 9% o avdsifa Ifacea
a5 wifg 7351 foeaq st sitg &7 sfamifeatn ow-
[a wAT WIS wiT Sy TeAs W vinty
fagq way SAvta sfgaifeasn) o I—ATZIT
¥zl e st fofx a9 wifonl sfkean “SHag-
N g gt w7 Fw >faA7 fAfaw otz ool
@ erdy eyiwatzTs Sy, ez FAam gfv 1
af BaGT 7T AT IW 3T w0 g g Af7-
@Y @ fTgd 223 SINA FAFSIT 4T 17 TR
dlqeay @F Ay TEA 36T WA AL Y “ofgarn
aYstranz wfwd 2% oig AAe 7 2R | WA
Ty famis @ Wl fod @ 57 SweAw WA
w9 ToFTIE TIWICE| wWead Tl 47 wiN
T3 STt @ i@ wiq a9l 90T 945 N7 |




CHAPTER 111.

“I 1nAD soon reason to rejoice at having thrown
away no more money on baubles, zs I had occasion
for my whole stock to fit myself out for a new way
of life. “Jervas, said Mr., Y-—— to me, ‘1 have at
last found an occupation, which I hope will suit you’—
Unknown to me, he had been, ever since he first saw
my little model, intent upon turning it to my lasting
advantage. Among the gentlemen of the society which
I have before mentioned, there was one who had
formed a design of sending some well-informed lec-
turer through England, to exhibit models of the ma-
chines used in manufactories : Mr. Y—-— purposely
mvited this gentleman the evening that I exhibited my
tin-mine, and proposed to him that I should be per-
mitted to accompany his lecturer. To this he agreed.
Mr. Y told me that, althcugh the, person who
was fixed upon as lecturer was not exactly the sort
of man he should have'chosen, yet as he was 2
relation of the gentleman who set the business on
f‘oot, no obyection could well be made to him.
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“ I was rather daunted by the cold and haughty
look with which my new master the lecturer received
me when I was presented to him. Mr. Y .
observing this, whispered to me at parting, ¢ Make
yourself useful, and you will soon be agreeable to him.
We must not expect to find friends ready made
wherever we go in the world: we often have to make
friends for ourselves with great pains and care.” It cost
me both pains and care, I know, to make this lecturer
my friend. e was whatis called born @ gentleman ;
aud he began by treating me as a low-born upstart,
who, being perfectly ignorant, wanted to pass for a
self-taught genius. That I was low-born I did not
attempt to conceal ; nor did T perceive that I had any
reason to be ashamed of my birth, or of having raised
myself by honest means to a station above taat in which
I was born. I was proud of this circumstance, and
therefore it was no torment to me to hear the continual

hints which my well-born master threw out upon this

subject. T moreover never pretended to any know-
ledge which T had not; so that by deg‘_:rees notwithstand-
ing his prejudices, he began to fecl that I had neither
the presumption of an upstart nor of a self-taught genius.
1 kept in mind the counsel given to me by Mr, Y ———,
to "endeavour to make mysclf useful to my employer;
but it was no easy. matter to _do this at first, because he
had such a dread of my awkwardness that he would
never let me touch any of his apparatus. I wasalways
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left to stand like a cipher beside him while he lectured ;
and I had regularly the mortiication of hearing him
conclude his lecture with, * Now, -gentlemen and ladies,
1 will not detain you any longer from what, I am sensible,
is much better worth your attention than any thing I can
offer—Mr. Jervas’s puppet-show.’

¢« It happened one day that he sent me with a shil-
ling, as he thought, to pay an hostler for the feeding
of his horse; as I rubbed the money between my
finger and thumb, I perceived that the white surface
came off, and the picce looked yellow: I recollected
that my master bad the day before been showing
some ecxperiments with quicksilver and gold, and that
he had covered a guinea with quicksilver: so I im-
mediately took the money back, and my wmaster, for
the first titae in his life, thanked me very cordially;
for this was inreality a guinea, and nof a shilling. He
was also surprised at my directly mentioning the
experiment he had shown.

“The next day that he lectured, he omitted the offen-
siye conclusion about Mr. Jervas’s puppet-show. I ob-
served, further, to my infinite satisfuction, that after
this affair of the guinea, hetwas not so éuspicious of my
honesty as he used to appear; he now yielded more to
his natural §zdolence, and suffered meto pack up his
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things for him, and to do a hundred little services
which formerly he used roughly to refuse at my hands ;
saying ¢ I had rather do it myself, sir,’ or ¢ I don’t like
to have anybody meddle with my things, Mr. Jervas.’
But his tone changed, and it was now, ‘Jervas, I'll
leave you to put up these things, whilst I go and read’ ;
—or, ‘Jervas, will you seethat I leave none of my
goods behind me, there’s a good lad P—In truth, he
was rather apt to leave his goods behind him : he was
the most absent and forgetful man alive. During the
first half-year we travelled together, whilst he attemp~
ted to take care of his own things, I counted that he
lost two pair and a half of slippers, one boot, three
night-caps, one shirt, and fifteen pocket-handkerchiefs.
Many of these losses, I make no doubt, were set down
in his imagination to my account vhile he had no
opinion of my honesty ; but I am satistied that he was
afterward thoroughly convinced of the injustice of his
suspicions, as, from the time that I had the charge of
his goods, as he called them, to the day we parted,
including a space of above four years and a half, he
never lost any thing but one red night-cap, which,
to the best of my belief, he sent in his wig one Sunday
morning to the barber’s, but which never came back
again, and an old ragged biue pocket-handkerchief,
which he said he put under his pillow, or into_his boo,
when he went to bed at night. He had an odd way of
sticking his pocket-handkerchief into his boot, ¢ that
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he might be sure to find it in the morning. I suspect
the handkerchief was carried down in the boot when
it was taken to be cleaned. Hewas, however, perfectly
certain that these two losses were not to be imputed to
any carelessness of mine. He often said he was obliged
to me for the atteation I paid to his interests: he
treated me now very civilly, and would sometimes
condescend to explain to me in private what I did not
understand in his public lectures.

“Y was presently advanced to the dignity of his
secretary. He wrote a miserably bad hand: and his
manuscripts were so scraiched and interlined, that it
was with the utmost difficulty he could decipher his
own writing, when he was obliged to have recourse
to his notes in lecturing. He was, moreover, extremely
near-sighted ; and he had a strange trick of wrinkling
up the skin on the bridge of his nose when he was
perplexed : altogether, his look was €0 comical, when
he began to pore over these papers of his, that few
of the younger part of our audiences could resist their
inclination to laugh. This discencerted him beyond
measure ; and he was truly glad to accept my offer of
copying out his scrawls fairly in a good bold
round hand. I could now write, if In may say it
without vanity, an excellent hand ; and could go ove
his calculations as far as the first four rules of airth-
metic were concerned; so that I became quite his
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Jactotum : and I thought myself rewarded for all my
pains by having opportunities of gaining every day
some fresh piece of knowledge from the perusal of
the notes which I transcribed.

< 1t was now that I felt most thoroughly the advan-
tage of having learned to read and write : stores of use-
ful information were opened to me, and my curiosity
and desire to inform myself were insatiable. I often
sat up half the night reading and writing : I had free
access now to all my fellow-traveller’s books, and 1
thought I could never study them enough,

“At the commencement of nly studies, my master
often praised my diligence, and would show me where
tolook for what I wanted in his books, or explain difficul-
ties: Ilooked up to him as a miracle of sgience and learn-
ing ; nay, I was actually growing fond of him, but this
did not last long. In process of time, he grew shy of
explaining things to me; he scolded me for thumbing
his books, though, God knows, rhy thumbs were always
cleaner than his own ; and he thwarted me continually
upon some pretence or other. I could npt for some
time conceive the cause of this change in my master’s
behaviour : indeed it was hasd for me to guess or believe
that he was become jealous of the talent and know-
ledge of a pe.s lad whose ignorance he buta few
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years before had so much despised and derided. 1
was the more surprised at this new turn of his mind
because I was conscious that, instead of becoming
more conceited, I had of late become more humble;
but this humility was, by my suspicious master, attri-
buted to artifice, and tended more than any thing ®
confirm him in his notion that I had formed a plan to
supplant him in his office of lecturer ; a scheme which
had never entered into my head. I was thunderstruck
when he oneday said to me, ¢ };ou need not study so
hard, Mr. Jervas ; forI promise you that, even with
Mr. Y——'s assistance, and all you art, you will not
be able to supplant me, clever as, with all affected
humility, you think yourself.

“ The truth lightened wpon me at once. Had be
been a judge of the human countenance, he must have
seen my innocence inmy looks: but'he was so fixed
inhis opinion, that I knew any protestations I could
make of my never having thought of the scheme he
imputed to me, would serve only to confirm him in his
idea of my dissimulation. I contented myself with
returning to him his books and his manuscripts, and
thenceforward withdrew my attention from¢his leétures,
to which I had always till now been ®ne of the most
eager auditors ; by these pr;ceedings I hoped to quiet
his suspicions. I no longer applied myself to any
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studies in which he was engaged, to show him that
all competition with him was fafrom my thoughts;
and I have since reflected that this fit of jealousy of
his, which I at the time looked upon as a misfortune,
because it stopped me short in pursuits which were
highly agreeable to my taste, was in fact of essen
service to me. My reading had been too general;
and I had endeavoured to master so many things that
I was not likely to make myself thoroughly skilled in
any. As a blacksmith said once to me, when he was
asked why he was not both blacksmith and whitesmith,
¢ The smith thav will meddle with all things may go
shoe the goslings,’—an old proverb, which, from its
mixture of drollery and good sense, became ever after
a favourite of mine.

“ Having returned my master’s books, I had only
such to read as I could purchase or borrow for myself,
and I became very careful in my choice : 1 also took
every opportunity of learning all I could from the
conversation of sensible people, wherever we went’;
and I found that one piece of knowledge helped me to
another often when Ileast expected it. ¢And this I
may add, for the encouragement of othsrs, that every
thing which IJearned accurdtely was, at some time or
other of my life, of use to me.
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¢ After having made a progress through England, my
fellow-traveller determined to try his fortune in the
metropolis, and to give lectures there to young people
during the winter season. Accordingly we proceeded
towards London, taking Woolwich in our way, where
we exhibited before the young gentlemen of the militasf
academy. My master, who, since he had withdrawn
his notes from my hands, had no one to copy them
fairly, found himself, during his lecture, in some per-
plexity ; and, as he exhibited his usual odd contortions
upon this occasion, the young gentlemen could not res-
train their laughter ; he also prolonged his lecture more
than his audience liked, and several yawned terribly
and made signs of an impatient desire to see what
was in my box, as a relief from their fatigne. This my
master quickly perceived, and, being extremely provok-
ed, he spoke to me with a degree of huishness and
insolence which, as I bore it with temper, prepossessed
the young company in my favour. Ha, concluded his
lecture with the old sentence :— ¢ Gentlemen, I shall
no longer detain you from what I am sure is much
better worthy of your attention than any thing I can
offer, viz. Mr. Jervas’s puppet-show.” This was an un-
lucky speech on the present occasion, for it happened
that every body, after having seen what hg called my
puppet-show, was precisely of this opinign. My master
grew more and more impatient, and wanted to hurry
me away, but one spirited young man most warmly
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tookr me and my tin-mine under his protection: I
stood my ground, insisting upon my right to finish my
exhibition, as my master had been allowed full time
to finish his. The young gentleman who supported me
was as well pleased by my present firmness as he had
been by my former patience. At parting he made 2
handsome collection for me, which I refused to accept,
taking only the regular price. ¢Well,” said he, ‘you
shall be no loser by this. You are going to town;
my father is in London,—here is his direction. Il
mention you to him the next time I write home, and
you'll not be the worse for that.’

“ As soon as we got to London, I' went according to
my direction. The young gentleman had been more
punctual in writing home than young gentlemen some-
times are. I was appointed to come with my models
the next evening; when a number of young people
were collected, besides the children of the family. The
young spectators gathered round me at one end of a
large saloon, asking me innumerable questions after
the exhibition was over; while the master of the house,
who was an East India director, was walking up and
down the room, conversing with a gentleman in an
officer’s uniform. They were, as I afterward under-
stood, talkigz: about the custing of some guns at
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Woolwich, for the East India Company. ¢ Charles,’
said the director,coming to the place where we were
standing, and tapping one of his sons on the shoulder,
‘do you recollect what your brother told us about the
proportion of tin which is used in casting brass cannon
at Woolwich 7 The young gentleman answered that
he eould not recollect, but referred his father to me,
adding that his brother told him I was the person from
whom he had the information. My memory served me
exactly ; and I had reason to rejoice that I had not
neglected the opportunity of gaining this knowledge
during our short stay at Woolwich. The East India
director, pleased with my answering his first question
accurately, condescended, in eompliance with his child-
ren’s entreaties, to examine my models, and questioned
me upon a variety of subjects: at length he observed
to the gentleman with whom he had been conversing
that I explained myself well, thatI knew all I did
know sccurately, and that I had the art of eaptivating
the dttention of young people. ‘I do think,” eoncluded
he, € that he would answer Dr. Bell's description better
than any person I have seen.” He then inquired par-
ticularly into my history and connexions, all of which
I told him exactly. Hetook down the direction to Mr.
Y——, and my good master (as I shall always calt Mr.
R——), and to several othe* gentlemen at whose houses
I had been during the last three or four years, telling
me that he w- _id write to them about me ; and that, if he
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found my accounts of myself were us exact as my know-
ledge upon other subjects, he thought he could place
mein avery eligible situation, The answers to these
letters'were all perfectly satisfactory: he gave me the
letter from Mr. R—— saying, ‘Yon had better keep
this letter, and take care of it ; for it will be a recom-
maendation to you inany part of the world where
courage and fidelity are held in esteem.’” Upon looking
into this letter, I found that my good master had
related, in the handsomest manner, the whole of my
conduct about the discovery of the vein in his mine.

# The director now informed me that, if I had no
objection to go to India, I should be appointed to go
out to Madras as an assistant to De. Bell, one of the
w tors of the asylum for the iustruction of oiphans ;
an establishment which is immediately under the
ruspices of the East India Company, and which does
them honour.

“ The salary which was offered me was munificent
beyond my utwost expectations; and the account of
the imstitution which was put into my hands charmed

se. I speedily settled all my concerns with the

cturer, who was in great astonishmeat that this
ippointment had not fallen upon him. Tu console him
for the Jast time, I showed him a passage in Dr. Bell's
pamphlet, in which it is said that the doctor prefers
to all etless. for teaching at his school, youths -who
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have no fixed habits as tutors, and who will implicit-
ly follow his directions. I was at this time but nine-
teen: my master was somewhat appeased by this
view of the affair, and we parted, as I wished, upon
civil terms ; though I could nct feel much regret at
leaving him. I had no pleasure in living with one
who would not let me become attached to him ; for,
having early met with twe excellent friends and
masters, the agreeable feelings of gratitude agd affec-
tion were in a manner necessary to my happiness.

“ Before I left England, I received new proofs of
Mr. R——'s goodness : he wrote to me to say that, as I
was going to a distant country, to which a small
annuity of ten guineas a year could not easily be
remitted, he had determined to lay out a sum equal
to the value of the annuity he had promised me, in 2
manner which he hoped would be advantageous.
He further said that as the vein of the mine witht which
I bad wade him acquainted turned out better than
he expected, he had added the value of fifty guineas
more than my annuity ; and that if I weuld go te Mr
. Ramsden’s, mathematical instrument~maker in Piceca-
dilly, T should receive all he had ordered to be ready
for me. At Mr. RBamsd¢n’s I found ready tp be
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packed up for me two small globes, siphons, prisms,
an air-gun and an air-pump, a speaking-trumpet, a
small apparatus for showing the gases, and an appara-
tus for freezing water. Mr. Ramsden informed me
that these were not all the things Mr. R——had be-
spoken ; that he had ordered a small balloon, and a
portable telegraph, in form of an umbreila, which
would be sent home, as he expected, in the course of
the next week. Mr. Ramsden also had directions
to furnish me with a set of mathematical instruments
of his own making. ¢But’ added he with a smile,
¢ you will be lucky if you get them soon enough out
of my hands.” In fact, T believe I called a hundred
times in the course of a fortnight upon Ramsden, and
‘it was only the day before the fleet sailed that they
were finished and delivered to me.

“ I cannot here omit to mention anincident that
happened in one of my walks to Ramsden’s. 1 was
cather late, and was pushing my way hastily through
a crowd that was gathered atthe turning of a street,
when a hawker by accident flapped a bundle of wet
handbills in my eyes, and at the same instatt sereamed
mwy ears, ¢ The last dying speech ahd confession of
Jonathan Clarke, who tras erecuted on Monday, the
¥7th instant’ —Jonathan Clarke ! The name struck rny
ears_suddenly, and the words shocked meso mlch
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that I stood fixed to the spot ; and' it was not tilf the
hawker had passed by me some yards, and was begin-
ning with ¢ The lust dying speech and confession of
Jonatkan Clurke, the Cornwall miner; that 1 recollect-
ed myself enough to speak. [ called after the hawker
*n vain. He was bawling too loud to hear me, and I
-was forced to run the whole length of the street before I
could overtake him, and get one of the handbills, On
reading it, I could have no doubt that it was really the
last dying speech of my old enemy Clarke. His
birth, parentage, and every circumstance convinced me
of the truth. Among other things inhis confession,
I came to aplan he had laid to murder 1 poor lad int
the tin-mine, where he formerly worked; and he
thanked God that this plan was never executed, as the
boy providentially disappeared the verty night on which
the murder was to have been perpetrated. He further
set forth that, after being turned away by his master
and obliged to fly from Cornwall, he came up to
London, and worked as a coal-heaver for a little while,
but soon became what is called a mud-lark ; thatis a
plunderer of the ships’ cargoes that unload in the
Thames. He plied this abominable trade for some time,
drinking every day to the value of what he stole, till,
in aquarrel at an alehouse about the divisidn of some
articles to he sold toa receiver of stolen gonds, he
struck the woman of the house a blow, of which she
died ; and as it was proved thathe had long borne her
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malick for some old dispute, Clarke was on his trial
bronght in guilty of wilful murder, and sentenced to be

banged.

@ Yshuddered while I read all this.—To such an
end, after the utmost his cunning could do, was this
illain brought at last! How thankful I was that I
did not continue his associate in my boyish days!
My gratitude to my good master increased upon the
reflection that it was his humanity Which had raised
me from vice and misery, to virtue and happiness.

“ We sailed from the Downs the 20th of March,
one thousand seven hundred and——. But why I
tell you this I do not know ; except it be in compli-
ance with the custom of all voyagers, who think that
it is important to the world to know on“what day they
sailed from this or that port. I shall not, however,
imitate them in giving you a journal of the wind, or
a copy of the ship’s logbook. Suffice it to say that
we arrived safely at Madras, after a voyage of about
the usual number of months and days, during all
which I am sorry that I have not for your entertain-
ment any escape or imminent danger of shipwreck
to relate; nor even any description of a storm or a

water-spout.

..“You will, Iam afraid Be much disappointed o
%d that upon my arrival in India, where doubtless you
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expeched that I should like others have wonderfud,
adventures, I began to live at D:. Bell’s asylam in
Madras & quiet regular life; in which for years,
may safely say that every day in the week was exr
tremely like that which preceded it. This regularity
wis rowise irksome to me, notwithstanding that I hag
for some years, in England, been 8o much used to s
roving way of life. I had never any taste for ram-
bling ; and under Dr. Bell, who treated me with striat
Justice as far as the business of the asylum was con-
cerned, and with distinguished kindness in all other
circumstances, I enjoyed as much freedom as I desired,
I npever had those absurd vague notions of liberty
which render men uneasy under the necessary res-
traints of all civilized society, and which do not make
them the more fit to live with savages. The young
people who were under my care gradually becams
attached to me; and I to them. I obeyed Dr. Bell's
directions exactly in all things; and he was pleased
to say, after I had been with hum for some time, that
he uever had any assistant who was so0 entirely agree-
able to him. When the business of the day was aver, 1
often amused wyself and the elder boys with my
appyratus for preparing the gases, my speaking-trumpet,
aigzqun, &c.

“ One day, I think it was in the fourth year ofmy
regidence at Madras, Dr. Bell sent for me into his
closet, and asked me if I had, ever heard of a schelar
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of Lis of the name of William Smith, a youth of
seventeen years of age, who, in the year 1794, atteuded
the embassy to Tippoo Sultan, when the hostage
princes were restored ; and who went through a course
of experiments in natural philosophy in the presence of
the sultan. I anwsered Dr. Bell that, before I left
England, I had read, in his account of the asylum;
extracts from this William Smith’s letters, while he was
at the sultan’s court ; and that I remembered all the
experiments he had exhibited, perfectly well ; and also
that he was. detained, by the sultan’s order, nineteen
days after the embassy had taken leave, for the
purpose of instructing two aruzbegs, or lords, in the
use of an extensive and elegant mathematical apparatus,
presented to Tippoo by the government at Madras.

. %< Well? said Dr. Bell, ‘since that time Tippoo
Sultan has been at war, and has had no lsisuge, I
suppose, for the study of philosophy or mathematics ;
but now that he has just made peace, and wants some-
thing to amuse him, he has sent to the government at
Madras, to request that I will permit some of my
scholars to pay a second visitat his court to refresh the
memory of the aruzbegs, and, I presume, to exhibit
some new wonders for Tippoo’s entertainment.’

SeDr. B. proposed to me to go on this embassy ;
accordingly, 1 prepared all my apparatus, and havirg
carefully remarked what ¢experiments Tippoo had
already seen, I selected such as would be new to him.
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I patked up my speaking-trumpet, my apparatus for
freezing water, and that for exhibiting the gases, my
balloon and telegraph, and with these and my model
of the tin-mine, which I took by Dr. Bell’s advice,
I set out with two of his eldest scholars upen our
expedition. We were met on the entrance of Tippoo’s
dominions by four hircarrahs or soldiers, whom the
sultan sent as a guard to conduct us safely through
his dominions. He received us at court the day after
our arrival.  Unaccustomed as I was to Asiatic mag-
nificence, I confess that my eyes were at first so
dazzled by the display of oriental pomp, that asI
prostrated myself at the foot of the sultan’s throne,
I considered him as a personage high as human ven-
eration could look. After having made my salam,
or salutation, according to the custayn of his court, as
1 was instructed to do, the sultan commanded me, by
his interpreter, to display my knowledge of the arts
and sciences, for the instruction and amusement of
his court.

“ My boxes and machines had all been previously
opened, and laid out: I was prepared to show my
apparatus for freezing, but Tippoo’s eye was fixed upon
the painted silk balloon ; and with prodigious eagerness
he interrupted me several times with quéstions about
that great empty bag. I qudeavoured to make him
understand as well asI could, by my interpreter and
his own, that this great empty bag was to be filled
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with a species of air lighter than th;e common air ; and
that when filled, the bag, which I informed him was
in our country called a balloon, would mount far above
his palace. No sooner was this repeated to him by the
interpreter, than the sultan commanded me instantly to
fill the balloon ; and whenT replied thatit could not
be done instantly, and that I was not prepared to
exhibit it on this day, Tippoo gave signs of the most
childish impatience. He signified to- me that, since
I could not show him what he wanted to see, the
sultan would not see what I wanted to show. I replied
through his interpreter in the most respectful but firm
manner, that no one would be so presumptuons as to
show to Tippoo Sultan, in his own court, any thing
which he did not desire to see : that it was ia compliance
with his wishes that I came to his court, from which,
in obedience to his commands, I should at any time be
ready to withdraw. A youth who gtood at theright-
hand of Tippoo’s throné seemed much to approve
of this answer, and the sultan, assuming a more
composed and dignified aspect, signified to me that he
was satisfied to await for the sight of the filling of
the great bag -till the next day; and that he should, in
.the mean time, be well pleased to see what I was now
prepared to show. .

¢ The apparatus for fleezing, which we then ex
hibited, seemed to please him; but I observed the
he was, dulng a great part of the time whilg I wa
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explatning it, intent upon something else; and no
sooner had I done speaking than he caused to be
produced the condensing engines, made by himself,
which he formerly showed to William Smith, and
which he said spouted water higher than any of ours.
The sultan, I perceived, was much more intent upon
displaying his small stock of mechanical knowledge
than upon increasing it; and the mixture of vanity
and ignorance which he displayed upon this and many
subsequent occasions considerably lessened the awe
which his external magnificence at first excited in
my mind. Sometimes he would put himself in com-
petition with me, to show his cowrtiers his superiority ;
but failing in these attempts, he would then treat me
as a species of mechanic juggler, who was fit only
to exhibit for the amusement of hise court. When
he saw my speaking-trampet, which was made of cop-
per, he at first looked at it with great scorn, and
ordered his trumpeters to show me theifs, which were
made of silver. As he had formerly done when my
predecessor wasat his court, he desired his trumpeters
tosound through these trumpets the words Aauw and
Jauww i, e, comeand go: but, upon trial, mine was
found to be far superior to the sultan’s: and I received
intimation, through one of his courtiers, that ¢t would
be prudent to offer it immediately to Tippdv. This I ac-
cordingly did,and he accepted it with the eagerness of a
child who has begg,:fd and obtaingd a new plaything.”
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CHAPTER V.

* Tug next day, Tippoo and his whole court assem-
bled to see my balloon, Tippoo was seated in &
splendid pavilion, and his principal courtiers stood in
a semicircle on each side of him: the youth, whom
I formerly observed, was aggin on his right-hand,
and his eyes were immoveably fixed upon my balloon,
which had been previously filled and fastenad down
by cords, I had the curiosity to ask who this youth
was : I was informed he was the sultan’s eldest son,
Prince Abdul Calie. I had not time to make any
further inquiries, for Tippoo now ordered a signal to
be given, as had been previously agreed upon. I
instantly cut the cords which held the balloon, and
it ascended with a rapid but graceful motion, to
the unspeakable astonishment and delight of all the
spectators. Some clapped their hands and shouted,
others looked up in speechless ecstasy, and in the
general emotion all ranks for an mstant ‘were con-
founded : even Tippoo Sultar seemed at this interyal
to be forgotten, and to forget himself, in the edmi-
ration of this nev, wonder.
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,,‘]‘Ajs soon as the balloon was out of sight, the court
returned to their usual places, the noise subaided,
and the sultan, as if desirous to fix the public attene
tion upon himself, and to show his own superior
magnificence, issued orders immediately to his trea-
surer to present me, as a token of his royal approba~
tion, with two hundred star pagodas. When I ap~
proached to make my salam and compliment of thanks,
as I was instructed, the sultan, who observed that
some of the courtiers already began to regard me with
envy, as if my reward had been too great, determined
to divert himself with their spleen, and to astonish me
with his generosity : he took from his finger a diamond
ring, which he presented to me by one of his officers.
The young prince, Abdul Calie, whispered te his father
while I was withdrawing, and I *soon safterwards
received a message from the sultan, requesting, or,in
other words, ordering me to remain some time at his
court, to instruct the young prince, his sun, in the use of
my European machines, for which they had in their
language no names.

¢ This command proved a source of real pleasare
to me ; for Ifound Prince Abdul Calie not only a
youth of quick apprehension, but of a most amiable
disposition, unlike the imperious and cuprioious temper
which 1had remarked in his father, Prince Abgul
Calie had beet, when he wss about twelve yeurs oid,
one of the host.ze princes leit with Lord Cornwallis,
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at Seringapatam. With that politeness which is seldom
to be found in the sons of Eastern despots, this prince,
after my first introduction, ordered the magnificent
palanquin given to him by Lord Cornwallis to be
shown to me ; then pointing to the enamelled snakes
which support the panels, and cn which the sunat
that instant happened to shine, Prince Abdul Calie was
pleased to say, ¢ The remembrance of your noble
countryman’s kindness to me is as fresh and lively in
my soul as those colours now appear to my eye.’

 Another thing gave me a good opinion of this
young prince ; he did not seem to value presents merely
by their costliness; whether he gave or received, he
considered the feelings of others;and Ikaow thathe
often excited in my mind more gratitude by the gift
of a mere trifle, by a word or & look, than his
ostentatious father could by the most valuable
donations, Tippoo, though he ordered his treasurer
fo pay me fifty rupees per day while T wasin his
service, yet treated me with a species of insolence;
which, having some of the feelings of a free-born
Briton about me, I found it difficult to endure with
patience. His son, on the contrary, showed that he
felt obliged to me for the little instruction I was able
to give him; and never appeared to think that, as
‘a prince, he could pay fom all the Kindness, as well
as the service, of his inferiors by ‘pagodas or rupees,
80 true it is thot attachment cannot be bought ; and
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thost who wish to have friends, as well as servants,
should keep this truth constantly in mind. My
English spirit of independence inducéd me to make
these and many more such reflectiods while I was at
Tippoo’s court.

“Evyery day afforded me fresh occasion to form
comparisons between the sultan and his son; and my
attachment to my pupil every day increased. My pupil !
It was with astonishment I sometimes reflected that
a young prince was actually my pupil. Thus an ob-
scure individual in a country like England, where arts,
sciences, and literature are open to all ranks, mayv
obtain a degree of knowledge which an Eastern despot,
in all his pride, would gladly purchase with ingots of
his purest gold.

“ One evening, after the business of the day was
over, Tippoo Sultan came into hiz son’s apartment,
while I was explaining to the young prince the use
of some of the mathematical instrumeats in my pocket
case. ‘We are well acquainted with these things,’
said the sultan in a haughty tone: ‘the government
of Madras sent us such things as those, with others which
are now in the possession of some of my aruzbegs,
who have doubtless explained them sufticiently to
the prince my son.’ Pringe Abdul ‘Calie modestly
replied, ‘that he had never before been made to un-
derstand them ; for that the aruzbeg who had formerly
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attenipted to explain them had not the art of makin®
things so clear to him as I had done.’

“1 felt a glow of pleasure at this compliment, and
at the consciousness that I deserved it. How little
did I imagine, when I used to sit up at nights studying
my old master’s books, that one of them would be
the meams of procuring me such honour.

“ What is contained in that box ¥ said the sultan,
pointing to the box which held the model of the
tin-mine. ¢ I do not remember to have seen it opened
in my presence.

“ I replied that ithad not been opened, because I
feared that it was not worthy to be shown to him.
But he commanded that it should instantly be exhibited ;
and, to my great surprise, it seemed to delight him
excessively ; he examined every part,' moved the wires
of the puppets, and asked innumerable questions
concerning our tin-mines. I was the more astonished
at this, because I had imagined he would have consi-
dered every object of commerce as beneath the notice
of a sultan. Nor could I guess why he should be
peculiarly interested in this subject : but he soon
explained this to me by saying that he had, in his
dominions, certain mines of tin, which he had a notion
would, if properly managed, bring a cénsiderable
revenue to the royal treasupy; but, thit at present,
through negligence or fraud, these mines were rather
burdensome than__profitable.
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# {e inquired from me how my model came into
my possession ; and when his interpreter told him
that I wade it myself, he caused the question and
answer to be repeated twice, before he would believe that
he understood me rightly, He nextinquired whether
I was acquainted with the art of mining; and how I
came by my information : in short, he commanded
me to relate my history. I replied that it was @
long story, concerning only an obscure individual and
unworthy the attention of a great monarch; but he
seemed this evening to have nothing to do but te
gratify his curiosity, which my apology only served
to increase, He again commanded me to relate my
adventures, and I then told him the history of my
early life. I was much flattered by the interest which
the young prince took in my escape from the mine,
and by the praises he bestowed on my fidelity to my
master.

“The sultan, on the contrary, heq.rd me at first
with curiosity, but a.fteIM of incredulity.
Upon observing this, I proiwced letter from my
good master to the Bast India dlrecfor, which gave a
full account of the whole affair. I put this letter into
the hands of the interpreter, and with some diﬁiculfy
he translated itinto the Carnatic M alabar,Lwhlch was
the' language the sultan used in speakmg to me.

¢ The letter, which had the Qounter-%sxrrnatures of some
of the East India Company’s servants Tesident at Madras,
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whofe names were well known to Tippoo, failed not
to make a great impression in favour of my integrity ;
of my knowledge he had before a high opinion. He
stood musing for some time, with his eyes fixed upon
the model of the tin-mine ; and after consulting with
the young prince, as I guessed by their tones and
looks, he bade his interpreter tell me thatif I would
undertake to visit the tin-mines in his dominions, to
instruct his miners how to work them, and to manage
the ore according to the English fashion, I should
receive from the royal treasury a reward more than
proportioned to my services, and suitable to the
generosity of a sultan.

* Some days were given me to consider of this propo-
sal. Though tempted by the idea that I might realize in
a short time a sum that would make me‘independent for
the rest of my life ; yet my suspicions of the capricious
and tyrannical temper of Tippoo made me dread to
have him for a master; and, above all, I resolved to
do nothing without the express permission of Dr. Bell,
to whom I immediately wrote. He seemed, by his
answer, to think that such an opportunity sof makivg
my fortune was not to b% neglectek : my hopes,
therefore, prevailed over my fears, pod I accepted the
proposal.
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““The presents which he had made me, and the
salary allowed me during six weeks that I had atlended
the young prince, amounted to a considerable sum ;
500 star pagodas and 500 rupees : all which [ left
together with my ring, in the care of a great Gentoo
merchant ofthe name of Omychund, who had shown
me many civilities, With proper guides and full powers
from the sultan I proceeded on my journey; and
devoted myself with the greatest ardour to my under-
taking. A very laborious and difficult undertaking
itproved : for in no country are prejudices in favour
of their own customs more inveterate, amongst workmen
of every desoription, than in India ; and although I
was empowered to inflict what punishment I thought
proper on- those who disobeyed, or even hesitated to
Mmy prders, yet, thank God! I ~ould never bring
M&W a poor elave tortured, or putto death,
because he roasted org in a manner which I did not
think s0 good a8 my own method ; nor even because
he was not so well convinced as I was of the advantages
of our Cornwall swelting-furnace,

% My moderation was of more service to me, in the
minds of the people, than the utmost violence I could
havée employed to enforde obedience. As I got by
dégrees some little knowledge of their Yanguage, I
grew more and more acceptable to tem; and some
few, who tried methods of my proposing, and found
that they succeaded, were by .my directions, rewarded
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with“the entire possession of the difference of prafit
between the old and new modes. This bounty enticed
others ; and in time that change was accomplished
by gentle means which I had at first almost despaired
of ever effecting.

“ When the worke were in proper train I despatched
a messenger to the sultan’s court, to request that he
would be pleased to appoint some confidential person
to visit the mines, in order to be an eyewitness of
what had been done ; and I further begged, as I had
now accomplished the object of the sultan’s wishes,
that I might be recalled, after deputing whomsoever
he should think proper to superintend and manage the
mines in my stead. I moreover offered, before I with-
drew, to instruct the person who BhOélld be appointed,
My wessenger after a long delay returned to me with
a command from Tippoo Sultan to remain where I was
till his further orders. For these I waited three
months, and then, concluding that I was forgotton,
1 determined to set out to refresh Tippoo’s memory.

“J<found him at Devanelli Fort, thinking of rio-
thing less than of me or my tin-mines: he was
imsil‘y engaged in making epreparations for a war
with some Soubha or other, whese npme I for-
get, and all his ideas were bent. on conquests
and vengeance. He scarcely deigned to see, mfach
tess to listen to me : his treasprer gave me to under~
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stand that too much had already been lavished upon
me, 8 stranger as I was; and that Tippoo’s resources,
at all events, would be now employed in carrying on
schemes for war, not petty projects of commerce. Thus
insulted, and denied all my promised reward, I could
not but reflect upon the hard fate of those who attempt
to serve capricious despots.

¢ 1 prepared as fast as possible to depart from Tippoo’s
court. The Hindoo merchant with whom I had lodged
the pagodas and rupees promised to transmit them
to me at Madras; and he delivered {o me the diamond
ring which Tippoo had given to me during his fit of
generosity or of ostentation. The sultan, who cared
nomore what became of me, made no opyposition to
my departure ; but I was obliged to Waita day or two
for a guard, us the hircarrahs who formerly conducted
me were now out upon some expedition,

“ While I waited impatiently for their return, Prince
Abdul Calie, who had not been during all this time at
Devanelli Fort, arrived; and when I wentto take
lelave of him, he inquired into the reason of my sudden
departure. In language as respectful as Ie could use,
and withas much delicacy as I thought myself bound
to observe in speaking toa son of hjs father, I relatid
the truth, The grince’s countenance showed what he
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felt, « He pauged, and seemed:to be lost in thought for
a few mintites ¢ he then said to me, ‘ The sultan, my
father, is et this time so intent upon preparations for
war, that even I should despair of being listened to on
any.other subject. But you have in your possession, as
1 recollect, what might be useful to him either in war
or peace;-and, it you desire it, I will speak of this
machine to the sultan.

“ 1 did not immediately know to what machine of
mine the prince alluded ; but he explained to me that
he meant my portable telegraph, which would be of in-
finite use to Tippoo in conveying orders of intelligence
across the deserts. I left the matter entirely to the
prince after returning him my very sincere thanks for
being thus interested in my concerns.

¢ A few hours after this conversation I was summon-
ed into the suitan’s presence. His in{’patience to make
trial of the telegraphs was excessive; and I, who but
the day before had been almost trampled upen by the
officers and lords of his court, insiant]y besame a
person of the greatest importance. The trial of the
telegraphs succeeded beyond even my expectations;
and the sultan was in a species of ecstasy upon the
cceasion.

“ I cannot omit to notice an instance of the violence
of his temper, and its sudden chauges f(rom'joy to rage.
Oue of his blacks, a gentle ‘lindoo jzd of the namg of
Saheb, was set to manage a telegraph at one of the sta-
tions @ few yard. distant from the sultan,” I had pre-
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vionsly instructed Saheb in- what he was to do; but,
from - want of practies, he made some mistake, which
threw Tippoo into such a transport of passion that he
instantly ordered the slave’s head to be cutoff! a
sentance which would infallibly have been executed, if
I bad not represented thatit would be expedient to
suffer his head to remain on his shoulders till the
message was delivered by his telegraph ; because there
was no one present who could immediately supply his
place, Saheb then read off his message without
making any new blunder ; and the moment the exhibi-
tion was over I threw myself at the feet of the sultan,
and implored him to pardon Saheb. I was not likely
at this moment to be refused such a trifle! Saheb was
pardoned.

“An order upon the treasurer for five hundred star
pagodas, to reward my services at the ‘royal tin-mines,
was given to me; and upon my presenting to Tippoo
Sultan the portable telegraphs, on which his ardent
wishes were fixed, he exclaimed, ¢ Ask 'any fateur, in
the wide:extended power of Tippoo Sultan to confer,
and it shall be granted.’

“I concluded that this was merely an oriental figure
of gpeech; but I resolved to run the hazard of a refusal.
I did not ask for a province, though this was in the
wide-extended power of Tippoo Sultan to confer; but
ss I had a great curiosity to eee the diamond minesgof
Golconda, of which both in Europe ahd in India I had
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any (thing of the nature of compound interest, you
would perceive that I was in a fair way to get rich : for,
i the course of fourteen or fifteen years, any sum that
is put out at compound interest, even in England,
where the rate of legal interest is five per cent., be~
comes double; that is, one hundred pounds put out at
compound interest in fourteen years becomes two hun-
dred. But few people have the patience, or the prud-
ence, 10 make this use of their money. I was, however,
determined to employ all my capital in this manner;
and I calculated that, in seven years, I should have ac-
cumulated a sum fully safficient to support me all the
rest of my life in ease and affluence.

“ Full of these hopes and calculations I pursued my
journey along with the merchants. Arrived at De-
vanelli Fort, I learned that the Soubha, with whom the
sultan had been going to war, had given up the territory
indispute; and had pacified Tippoo by submissions and
presents. Whether he chose peace or way was ingifferent
to me: I was intent on my private affairs, and 1 went
immediately to Omychund, my banker, to settle them.
I had taken my diamond ring with me to the mines,
that I might compare it with others, and learn its value;
and I found that it was worth nearly treble what I had
beep offered for it. Omychund congrdtulated me upon
this discovery, and we were just goikg to settle our
accounts, when an officer came in, and, after askihg
whether I was not the young Englishman who bad
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lately” visited the mines of Goleconda, summoned me
immediately to.appear before the sultan. 1 was
terrified, for I imagined I was perhaps suspected of
having purloined some of the diamonds ; but I followed
the officer without hesitation, conscious of my inno-
cence.

“ Tippoo Sultan, contrary to my expectation, re-
ceived me with a smiling countenance ; and, pointing
to the officer who accompanied me, asked me whether
I recollected to have ever seen his face before ? I replied,
No : but the sultan then informed me that this officer,
who was one of his own guards, had attended me in
disguise during my whole visit to the diamoud mines ;
and that he was perfectly satisfied of my honourable
conduct. Then, after making a signal to the officer
and all -present to withdraw, he balc me approach
nearer to hiin; paid some compliments to my abilities,
and proceeded to explain to me that he stood in further
need of my services; and that, if I ‘served him with
fidelity, I should have no reason to complain, on my
return to my own country, of his want of generosity.

“ All thoughts of war being now, as he told me. out
of his mind, he had leisure for other projects to enrich
himself ; and he was determined to begin by reforming
ceriain abuses which had long tended to “impoverish
the royal treasury. 1 wasgta losstdknow whither
this preamble would lead : at length; having exhausted
his oriental pomp of words, he cfeluded by inform-
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mg me that he had reason to believe he was terribly
cheated in the management of his mines at Golconda ;
that they were rented from him by a Feulinga Brahmin,
as he called him, whose agreement with the adventur-
ers in the mines was, that all the stones they found
under a pago in weight were to be their own;and all
above this weight were to be his for the sultan’s use.
Now it seems that this agreement was never honestly
fulfilled by any of the parties; the slaves cheating the
merchants, the merchants cheating the Feulinga
Brahmin, and he in his turn defrauding the sultan ; so
that, Tippoo assured me, he had often purchased from
diamond merchants stones of a larger spread and
finer water than any he could get directly from his
own mines ; and that he had been frequendy obliged
to reward these merchants with ricl vests, or fine
horses, in order to encourage others to offer their
diamonds to sale.

“1 could not but observe, while Tippoo related all
this, the great agitation of his looks and voice,‘which
showed me the strong hold the passion for diamonds
had upon hissoul; on which I should perhaps have
made some wise reflections, but that people have
sétdom leisure or inclination to make wise reflections
whan standing in the presence of a pfince &3 powerful
and as despotic as Tippoo §ultan,

“ The service that he required from me was a véry
dangerous one ; no less than to visiffhe mines secretly
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by might, to search those small cisterns in which the
workmen leave the diamonds mixed with the sand,
gravelly stuff, and red earth, to sink and drain off
during their absence. I by no means relished this
undertaking : besides that it would expose me toim-
minent danger, it was odious to my feelings to become
a spy and an informer. This I stated to the sultan,
but he gave no credit to this motive ; and, attributing
my reluctance wholly to fear, he promised that he
would take effectual measures to secure my safety ;
and that, after 1 had execated this commission, he
would immediately send a guard with me to Madras.
I saw that a dark frown lowered on his brow when
I persisted in declining this office ; but 1 fortunaely
bethought myself at this moment of a method of
escaping the effects of his anger without giving up
my own principles.

“ T represented to him that the seizure of the dia-
monds in the cisterns, which he proposet, even should
it afford him any convincing proofs of the dis-
honesty of the slaves and diamond merchants, and even
if he could in future take effectual precautions to secure
himself from their frauds, would not be 2 source of
wealth to him equal to one which I could propose. His
avarce fixed his attention, and he eagérly cbmmanded
me to proceed. I then explaiped to hids that one ‘of
his richest diamond mines had beea for some time
abandoned ; because the workmen? having dug till
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they came to water, were then forced to stop for want
of engines such as are known in Europe. Now, having
observed that there was a rapid current at the foot of
the mountain, on which I could erect a water-mill, I
offered to clear this valuable mine.”
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CHAPTER V.

“ Tae sultan was pleased with the proposal ; but,
recollecting how apt he was to change his humour,
and how ill he reccived me when { returned from his
tin-mines, I had the precaution to represent that, as
this undertaking would be attended with considerable
expense, it would be necessary that a year’s salary
should be advanced to me before my departure for
Golconda ; and that, if the payments were not in fature
regularly made, I should be at liberty tc resign my
employment, and return to Madras. Pricce Abdul
Calie was present when the sultan pledged Lis word
to this, and gave me full powers to employ certain of
his artificers and workmen.

“ I'shall not trouble you with a history of alt my
difficulties, delays, and disappointments, in the execu-
tion of my undertaking ; however interesting they were
to me, the relation would be tiresome to those who
haye no diamond mines to drain. It is enough for
you to know that at length my engiies were set a-
00m<r properly, and did their businessgo efTectually
that the place was by degrées cleared of water, antl
the workmen were able to open up fresh and valuable
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veins. During all this time, including a period of
three years, my salary was regularly paid to the Gentoo
merchant Omychund, in whose hands I left all my
money, upon his promising to pay me as high interest
as what I could obtain at Madras. I drew upon him
only for such small sums as were absolutely necessary ;
as I was resolved tolive with the utmost economy,
that I might the sooner be enabled to return in
affluence to my native country.

“ And here I must pause to praise myself, or rather
to rejoice from the bottom of my soul, that 1did not,
when power was in my hands, make use of it for the
purposes of extortion. The condition of the poor
slaves who were employed by me was envied by all
the others : and I have reason to know that, even in
the most debased and miserable state of existence,
the human heart canbe wakened by kind treatment
to feelings of affection and gratitude. These slaves
became so much attached to me that, although the
governor of the mines, and certain diamond mer-
chants, were lying in wait continually to get rid of
me some way or other, they never could eflect their
purposes. 1 was always apprized of my dangerin
tine by some of these trusty slaves ; who, with astonish-
ing sagacity and fidelity, guarded e ghile I lived
among them. ‘

“ A life of daily suspicion &nd danger was, howewr,
terrible ; and my inflwence extended but a little way
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in making others happy. I might, for a short season,
lessen the suffering of these slaves ; butstill they were
slaves, and most of them were treated scarcely as if
they were human beings, by the rapacious adventurers
for whom they laboured.

“ These poor wretches generally work almost naked ;
they dare not wear a coat, lest the governor should
say they have thriven much, are rich, and so increase
his demands upon them. The wisest, when they find
a great stone, conceal it till they have an epportunity ;
and then, with wife and children, run all away into the
Visiapore country, where they are secure and well
used.
~ “My heart sickened at the daily sight of so much
misery ; and nothing but my hopes of finally prevail-
ing on the sultan to better their condition, by showing
him how much he would be the gaiher by it, could
have induced me to remain so long in this situation.
Repeatedly Tippoo promised me that the first diamond
of twenty pagos weight which I should bring ¢» him,
he would grant meall I asked in favour of the slaves
under my care. I imparted to them this promise,
which excited them to great exertions, At last, we
were fortunate enough to find a diamond above the
weight required. It was a well-spread stone, of a
beautiful pale rose-colour, and of an adamfntine kard_
ness. I am sure that the sight of tha't‘famous stone
which is known by the name of Pitt's diamond, never
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gave its possessor such heartfelt joy as I experienced
when I beheld this. I looked upon it as the pledge of
future happiness, not only to myself, but to hundreds
of my fellow-creatures,

“1 set out immediately for Tippoo Sultan’s court.
It was too late in the evening, when I arrived, to see
the sultan that night; so I went to Omychund, the
Hindoo merchant, to settle my affairs with him, He
received me with open arms, saying that he had
thriven much upon my pagodas and rupees, and
that he was ready to account with me for my salary;
also for the interest which he owed me; for all which
he gave me an order upon an English merchant ut
Madras with whom I was well acquainted,

“ This being settled to my satisfaction, I told him
the business which now brought me tp Tippoo’s court,
and showed him my rose-coloured diamond. His eyes
opened at the sight with a prodigious expression of
avaricious eagerness. ¢ Trust me,’ said he, ‘keep
this diamond. I know Tippoo better than you do:
he will not grant those privileges to the slaves that
you talk about; and, after all, what concern are they
of yours? They are used to the life they lead. They
are not Europeans, What concern are they of yours ?
Onge in your hative country, you willt dregm of them
no more. You will think only of enjoying the wealth
you shall have brought from' India, Tiust me, ktep
the diamond. Fly this night towards K Madras. I
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Havea slave who perfectly knows the road across the
country : you will be inno danger of pursuit, for the
sultan will suppose you to be still at Golconda. No
one could inform him of the truth but myself; and
you must see, by the advice I now give you, that I am
your firm friend.

“ As he finished these words, he clapped his hands,
ta summon one of his slaves, as he said, to give
instant orders for my flight. He looked upon me with
incredulous surprise, when I coolly told him that the
flight which he proposed was far from my thoughts;
and that it was my determination to give the sultan
the diamond that belonged to him.

“ Seeing that I was in earnest, Omychund suddenly
changed his countenance; and, in a tone of raillery,
asked me whether I could believe that his proposal was
serious, Indeed I was left in doubt ‘whether he had
beenin earnest or not; and, atall events, I gavehim
to understand that I was incapable of betraying him
to the sultan.

¢ The next morning, as early as T could, I presented
myself before the sultan, who singled me from the crowd,
and took me with himinto the apartment of Prince
Abdal Calie.

28 proceeded cautiously : Tippoo was, all unpatxence
to hedr news of his diamond mine, «md repeated%y
jaterrupted me in my account «f what hag‘ been dong,
there, by asking whether we had yét come to aay
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diaqufds? I produced first one of a wiolet colour,
which I had reserved as a present for Prince Abdul
Calie ; it was a fine stone, but nothing equal to our
‘rose-coloured diamond. Tippoo admired this, however,
so much, that I was certain he would be in raptures
with that which I had in store for him. Before I
showed it to him, in speaking of the weight of that
which T had designed to present to the prince, I
reminded him of his royal promise with respect to the
slaves. ¢ True,” cried the sultan : ¢ but is this diamond
twenty pagos weight ? when you bring me one of that
value, you may depend upon having all you ask. I
instantly produced the rose-coloured diamond, weighed
it in his presence, and, as the scale in which it was put
descended, Tippoo burst forth into an exclamation of
joy. Iscized the favourable moment; he nodded as
I knelt before him, and bade me rise, saying my request
was granted ; though why I should ask favours for
a parcel of mean slaves, he observed, was incompre-
hensible.

“ Prince Abdul Calie did not appear to be of this
opinion ; he at this instant cast upon me a look full
of benevolence ; and while his father was abscrbed
i# the contemplation of his rose-coloured diamond,
which he weighed, I believe, a hundred, times, the
generous young prince presented to yue that violet-
coloured diamond which I brc')'ught forhia. A prince-
ly gift made in a princely manner.
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« Tippoo's secretary made out for me the necessary
order to the governor of the mines, by which a cer-
tain share of the profits of his labour was, by the
sultan’s command, to belong to each slave; and all
those who had been employed in my service wetres
as a reward for their good c¢onduct, to be emancipa-
ted. A number of petty exactions were by this order
abolished ; and the property acquired in land, dress,
.&e. by the slaves was secured to them. Most gladly
did I see the sultan’s signet affixed to this paper
and when it was delivered into my hands, my heart
bounded with joy. I resolved to be the bearer of
these good tidings myself. Although my passport
was made out for Madras, and two hircarrahs, by
the sultan’s order, were actually ready to attend me
thither, yet I could not refusc myself the pleasure of
beholding the joy of the slaves, at this change in
their condition ; and, to the latest hour of my life,
I shall rejoice that I returned to Golconda thz mes-
senger of happiness. Never shall I forget the scene
to which I was there a witness ; never will the expres-
sions of joy and gratitude be effaced from my memory
which lighted up the dark faces of these poor crea-
turcs ! who, say what we will, have as much sensibi-
lity, perhaps more, than we have ourselvés.
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% No sodher was I awake, the morning after my
arrival, than I heard them singing songs under my
window, in which my own name was frequently re-
peated. They received me with a shout of joy when
I went out among them; and, crowding round me,
they pressed me to accept of some little tokens of
their gratitude and good-will, which I had not the
heart to refuse. The very children, by their caresses,
seemed to beg me not to reject these little offerings.
1 determined, if ever I reached Europe, togiveall
of them to you, sir, my good master, as the best pre-
sent I could make to one of your way of thinking.

“ The day after my arrival was spent in rejoicings.
All the slaves who had worked under my inspection
had saved some little matters, with which they had pur-
chased for their wives and for themsleves coloured
cottons, and handkerchiefs for their hellds. Now that
they were not in dread of being robbed or persecuted
by the governor of the mines, they ventured to produce
them in open day. These cottons of Malaber are
dyed of remarkably bright and gaudy colours; and
when they appeared decked in them, it was to me
one of the gayest spectacles I ever bebeld. They
were dancing with a degree of animation of which,
tit then, I never had an idea, I sjood under the
shade of a large banian-tree, enjoying the si'ght;
when suddenly I felt from &ehind a hlow on mg
head which stunned me. I fell to‘the ground; und
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whed I came to my senses, found myself in “the
hands of four armed soldiers and a Hindoo, who
was pulling my diamond ring from my finger, They
were carrying me away amid the cries and lamenta-
tions of the slaves, who followed us. ¢ Stand off! it
isin vain you shriek,” said one of the soldiers to
the surrounding crowd : ‘what we do is by order
of the sultan. Thus he punishes traitors !’

“ Without further explanation, I was thrown into
a dungeon belonging to the governoi of the mines,
who stood by with insulting joy to see me chained to
a large stone in my horrid prison. I knew him to
be my enemy : but what was my astonishment when
I recollected, in the countenance of the Hindon who
was fastening my chains and loading, me with curses,
that very Saheb whose life I had formerly saved !
To all my questions no answer was given but—¢ It
is the will of the sultan;” or—* Thus the sultan avenges
himself upon traitors I’ )

« The door of my dungeon was then locked and
barred, and I was left alone in perfect darkness. ‘Is
thig,” thought I, * the reward of all my faithful ser-
vices ” Bitterly did I regret that I wal not in my
native country, where no mas, at the wrlll of a sultan,
can bz thrown into a dungeon wihout knowing his
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rlmé orhis accusers. I cannot attempt to describe
to you what I felt during this most miserable day of
my existence. Feeble atlast for want of food, I stretched
myself out as well as my chains would allow me, and
tried to compose myself to sleep. I sank into a state
of insensibility, in which I must have remained for
several hours, for it was midnight when I was roused
by the unbarring of my prison door. It was Saheb
who entered, carrying in one hand a torch, and in
the other some food, which he set before me in si-
lence. I cast upon him a look of scorn, and was
about to reproach him with his ingratitude, when he
threw himself at my feet, and burst into tears. “Isit
possible,” said he to me, that you are not sure of the
heart of Saheb? You saved my life—I am come to
save yowrs. But eat, master,’ continuefl he, *eat while
T speak, for we have no time to lose. To-morrow’s sun
must see us far from hence. You cannot support the
fatigues you have to undergo without taking food.’

“7T yielded to his entreaties, and while I ate,*Saheb
informed me that my imprisonment was owing to the
treacherous Hindoo merchant Omychund ; who, in
hopes, I suppose, of posszessing himself in quiet of
all the wealth which I had intrusted to his care, went
to the sultan, and accused me of laving seqeted
certain diamonds of great value, which he pretended
Thad shown to him in confidence. < Tippoo, enrag@d
at this, despatched immediate orders to,four of his
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solghers to go in search of me, seize, imprison, and
torture me till I should confess where these diamonds
were concealed. Saheb was in the sultan’s apartment
‘when this order was given, and immediately hastened
to Prince Abdul Calie, whom he knew to be my
friend, and informed him of what had happened. The
prince sent for Omychund, and after carefully ques-
tioning him was convinced, bky his contradictory
answers, and by his confusion, that the charge against
me was wholly unfounded : he dismissed Omychund,
however, without letting him know his opinion, and
then sent Saheb for the four soldiers who were setting
out in search of me. In their presence he gave
Saheb orders aloud to take charge of me the moment
I should be found, and secretly commissioned him
to favour my escape. The soldiers cthought that in
obeying the prince they obeyed the sultan; and con-
sequently, when I was taken and lodged in my
dungeon, the keys of it were delivered ¢o Saheb

“When he had finished telling me all this, he res-
tored to me my ring, which he said he snatched
from my finger as soon as I was seized, that I might
not be robbed of it by the governor, or some of the
sSldiers.

“JThe grateful saheb now struck & mey chtips;
and my own anxiety for my escapes was scarcely
equal 1o his. He had swift horses pelotiging to s#-
diers in readiness; and we pursued our ,course* all
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niéht *without interruption, He was well acquainted
with the country having accompanied the sultan on
several expeditions. When we thought ourselves be-
yond the reach of all pursuers, Saheb permitted me
to rest; but I never rested at my ease till I was out
of Tippoo Sultan’s dominions, and once more in safety
at Madras. Dr, Bell received me with great kind-
ness, heard my story, and congratulated me on my
escape from Tippoo’s power.

“I was now rich beyond my hopes; for I had Omy-
chund’s order upon the Madras merchant safe in my
pocket, and the whole sum was punctually paid to
me. My ring I sold to the Governor of Madras for
more even than I expected.

¢ I had the satisfaction to learn, before I left Mad-
ras, that Omychund’s treachery was‘made known
to the Sultan by means of Prince Abdul Calie, whose
memory will ever be dear to me. Tippvo, as I have
been informed, in speaking of me, was heard to regret
thathe could not recall to his service suth an Rdaest
Englishman,

“I was eager to reward the faithful Saheb, but
he absolutely refused the money which I offered him,
sayipg, ‘that he would not be paid for saving the
life of‘ one who had saved his” He expyesseqd a gigat.
desire to accompany me to my native cpuntry from
fhe moment that I fold him wh had no shaves there g

‘and that, as soon as any slave touched the Englith
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shorey by our daws he obtained his freedom. He
presded me so earnestly to take him along with
me, a8 my servant, that I could not refuse ; so he sailed
with me for Europe. As the wind filled the sails of
our vessel much did I rejoice that the gales which
blew me from the shores of India were not tainted
with the curses of any of my fellow-creatures, Hers
I am thank Heaven! onece more in free and happy
England, with a good fortune, clean hands, and a pure
conscience, not unworthy to present myself to my first
good master, to him, whose humanity and generosity
were the cause of—"

Here Mr. R——interrupted his own praises, by say-
ing to those of the miners who had not fallen fast asleep,
“ My good friends, you now know the meaning of the
taast which you all drank after dinner ; let us drink it
again before we part :—¢ Welcome hodie to our friend
Mr. Jervas, and may good faith always meet with
good fortune !’ ”

*4* The tales contained in this volume, which have been selected
from BEngzlish authors of reputation, have been connected, conformably
to Eastern usage, by sn introductory nsrrative. Thbe period st which
this is laid is anterior to some of the events of the tales thus prefaced ;
Jmt this anachronism has seemed of little conaequence, 1t is noticed
here only to anticipate the ingenuity of criticism. Ed. Encyclo. Beng.

END OF NO X,
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