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‘WE'live in an eventful period. Melancholy and deeply 5
afflictive are the calamities which have visited Europe. Thé -
reiga of sin has been bloody ‘and desperate, and it still con- -
tinues very awful and tremendous. The sword of war is
depopulatmg the European world and storms of wrath are "
shaking terribly the nations: - But among the many painful o
events which shock the feelings of humanity, we have “one '
most p_leasmg _circumstance to contemplate. :Amidst the E
journals of bloodshed and national distractions; with which’
the civil historian is compelled to present his readlers, the
annalist of the church of God has the happier task assif;'ned §
him, of recording the grand victories obtained by the Cap-
tain of Salvation, through the lnstrumentahty of those spiii-:
1tual heroes, he sends forth from time to time; whose lives
and talents are devoted to the interests of their divine Mas-
‘ter, whose they are, and whom they serve, in calling sinnérs; .
saving souls, and fighting the good fight of faith. -

High and honourable is the office of God’s minister. There ‘
is no office which a mortal can possibly sustain of equ'
nity and importance; as it is an office deriving its 4utho
- from the appointmerit of God himself, and promoting, in its
- effects, the glory of the ‘Saviour in the salvation of his people. .
To impart the: knowledcre of this salvation to others, is the
highest ambition that can actuate thé human breast; an am=- -
bition that filled the souls of prophets and apostles; an ambi-
tion which: pecuharly ammateg the strong affections of the
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- great— Paul a.nd gave an ardour, ail energy te all his mm-
lStI’ailORE- Dehghtful and exalted emp]oymené “To _pro=;
cla.lm tlie name of Jesus to sinners  wandering i the wildest
‘error, and beclouded with the grossest blindness—to pro-
claint him a hght shining upon a benlghted world; a light
dlspellmg the mlst of ignorance, and opening the' brightness
of truth—to’ p%bhsh the. glad tnlmgs of redemptlon to people
/held captive in the strongestbonds of satan; and tobe maie the
honoured mstrument of turning them to God; a God not of
', inflexibly. sterp. Justxce, but. of tender ‘mercy. in. his Son:
TW at oﬂice so-important!. What office so honoumble' Whast
o(ﬁce 50 delwhtful as, this! .
*:Inevery age the great Head of the church has been pleas-
: ed to raise-up.a train of faithful Wltnesses, who. have ‘borne
an iform and honourable testimony. to the divine origin of
‘cl 1sl1amty, whose special office it has been. to warn, the.
Iced, and proclaim. the glad tidings. of salvation by. free
&1 'e to perishing sinners. During the lastsixty or seven-
"1y €ars, 2. very important revival took place in the. church
ingland. - To use-the words of one of hersons: <At that
me-a minister. of the charch of Englﬁml, who ventured to -
algtaln her artlcles and homilies in doctrine, and who:sup=
ported them in fact by a holy practice, was a kind of. prodi<
gY> and met with nothing but Gensure, persecution; and hard,
names from a]l ‘ranks and sorts of men. Ouvr pulpits.resound-
ed w1th morahfy, deduced from the principles of nature;
e ﬁtness of things, with no relation to Christ or theHo.
ly xhost; all which the heathen philosophérs have insisted:
. with perhaps more than medern: ingenuity; and-in
‘quence of this,” our streets have: -resounded with im-
ity.”* . In _this: unhappy time, that highly. ‘henoured’
ambassador of the Lord Jesus: Christ, the Rey. GEeorcr
Wm'rm'mm), with several other excellent men,f were rais~

o

*Mlddleton’s Evangehca Biographia, Vol. 4. b
+I'he Rev. Jv-and C. Wesley, Hervey, Morgan,. Ingham




call and convexsmn
nd from thev power

more abundantly He had such an ardent zeal for God
mﬂamed desire for the salvatlon of sinners, that no lab‘
. could weary him, no dlﬂlcultles or opposntlon -discourag;
Hxs zeal could not be conﬁned w1thm the Bntxsh it

, m to.the dxstantshores of America, where h{e -
“elled ar and w1de, proclalmmg the glad uamgs of salyation

zeal unquenchable. ‘He' may \v:thout hesxtatmn, be
pronounced one of the greatest dlvmes, as well as: _\i}iﬁ ‘:o

He was lopg <‘a burmug and a shmmg llght” in the C|
Cand blessed with emment usefulness. He determ
know nothmg but Jesus Chnst and him crumﬁe

tmn he had made to the t}nrty-nme artxcles' of his o'rdm
He held them in their. literal and grammatlcal )
sense- commonly called calvmlstxc, which, how
- dignified writers now affect to disclaim as heretlc
" stitute any mterpretatlon but the compllersv.' .




£ ‘:Chrxst and souls, the toﬂs of
heathen'

contendmg i‘or the. falth and glory in réproach as their hlgh-
" esf. plalse, shall enter thc church abovc, as conquerors re-

S vas’on, through evil Feport and good report, to
ichithe: everlastmg gospel to the poor. The diversified
s in Whlch he engaged, his separation from the com-

‘the la.rgepess of many of his congregations, the ear-
i of his manner of preaching, the subjeets on which
ra.lly treated; the evident-effects ‘produced on many
earers, all contributed to fix the. observation of the
bim: Odious appellations were frequently fasten-
aud his followeis. The shafts of ignorance, pré-
1ty andjealousy, were repeatedly aimed and
But ne\ther the anathemas of the blshops not’

and will continue in the memory of all
as ‘a glonous monument to testify that\

call them) may lead to the purest mmahty and holmess.
They who knew him best must witness, how holy he had hxs

~
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Wlth respect to hlS talents, if. the oplmon of the fewf, "or
‘ the admu‘atwn of the multxtude be taken, hls pu_lp_ elo-

1t.j He was endued with popular talents great v1vaclty o
spirits, readiness- of .expréssion, ' and 2 voice:: remarkab Jy
strong and: musical, .and capable of the most various intona- :

“tions.. His ' manner was highly: graceful and oratoncal an_

- his.eloguence  too. smgular not to command the most prc- .
found attention. Never man possesseda greater command Eeh
of the human passions, or better knew the way . to'the/con- -
sclences -of his- Hearers; he had arrows in hls qmver that k
himself: only knew how tosharpen..

* «Trath-from lis lips prevailed with_double sway; P
D And fool;, who came to mock remaiued to pray.’” -

The character of Barnabas may, with great proprxety, te -~
applied to him; “He 'was a good man, and ‘full of the’ Hole
Ghost, andof faith.”- But it may be said;’he: was a perfel
| character. N o: this -is.not _the lot of mortals. on this’s}

the grave, no humau character is ‘pert‘ec(, mﬁrmltxe
‘ d in'the most eminent beliévers.. Thourrh fow.
ns osgessed greater excellencles than Mr. Whitefield; ‘Le




15 now hlrty-exght\ye"ars slnce 11: ‘was ﬁrst pubhshed .
of :prmt ‘few compax‘atwely Were posses-

: 0 hope I mlght contnbute sometbmg towards Lts bemg
»ha n evehastmg remembrance. And ds-it has-long been
' re. of many.- persons, ‘to-see a.more full and complete
'acco" nt of ‘this extraordmary man,.than any -that had ap-
I judged it to be a debt due to - his meémory, and to
ristian world; to collect and gompile such an authentic
. and’ pr_operly_ arranged narrative of his life: and death, as

: migh;t,be at once <clear and sufficiently full, compﬁsin‘g eve-

’ ‘ry_article of importance. ' These considerations, and the
plé “ure and proﬁt 1 have derived from reading tlié-accomnt.
' vof hi nnwearled exertlons in the cause of God, have made:
ié desirous, if poss1ble, to-give it more . extensive clrcula.-»
n; in the fullest conviction that it will afford to_ every.gras
us-hieart, matter of thankfulness and great joy; stimulate
ei’nalmng noble army of confessors, to imitate; tbose ex-
encles which shone forth s0 consplcuausly in, hlm, and’ all,

€llc




tioned in-the narrative. 1 sought mformatlon from var

ladly ‘émbrace - this- opportumty of pubhcly
ng my ~affectionate and respectful acknowledgments

glven’a detall of facts—-a' history, not a panegyrlc._

| formed;that great liberties have been taken with the orlgmaL
composition; whickh has been amended throughout. Whether-

“On the wholé) it is h0ped that, this edition, whichlias been a:
work of more labour: than miay be generally’ Jmagmed ‘will-

well -as many valnable additions. 1 have done what I could
to render: ‘the ‘whole interesting and useful, and T trust that

mean of edlﬁ‘catlon to thousands yet unbo#n. -
Tam fully awareé of the inadequacy “of my talents to "do

it I elaim:is lmpartlahty - Having never had any religiou:

ith any society belonging to-the method‘lsts,my
45 notmovéd at the unpulse of; party “zeal: and if T have
: ;,,favourably of the' character of their dear- departed
patriarch; I wish the reader to-understand,, t!

quarters, and-obtained ii: and I have béen enabled to en- .
| large and amend the work, in consequence of having receiv- -
i cdotes and useful hints, &c. from different per-

what is sai.

for: thell‘ various and kind commumcatmns. T have e

Besides: ‘thé-above 1mpmvements, the reader must be in- - -

this is really the case must be left to the judicious réader.— '
be- found- to contain many considerable improvements, as: -
the work will be of lasting useto the church of God, and &

]ustlce to the character of so greata man. The only mers"
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REV|, GEORGE WHITEFIELD, &e.
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CHAPTER I.

From ﬁisilirth, to kis going to the University of Ozford,
h 1 Anno 1732. " T

. "THIS highly honoured ambassad%%t: the Lord Jesus,
was born|at Gloucester, on the *¥6th day of De-
ber, O. 8.|1714. His father, Mr. Thomas Whitefield,
nephew.of the Rev. Samuel Whitefield, rector of Rock- -
hampton,-in. Gloucestershire, was first bred to the em-,
ployment of a wine merchant, in Bristol; - but afterwards
kept an inp in the city of Gloucester. In-that city~he
married Mrs. Elizabeth Edwards, by whom he had six
sons and |one daughter. Of these, George was the”
youngest; |who, being bereaved of his father, when on-
ly two yeaps old, was regarded by his mother with pe-

Iy care.. . : SR
‘He was |early under religious impressions; but he ac-
knowledged with: compunction, what every body must
feel whether they acknowledge it or not, that the bent
of our.carhal nature is turned directly from God, and
inclined-tol nothing but evil. e . ‘
‘Between the yeats of twelve and fifteen he made.
much progress in the Latin classics, at the:public school; -
nd his eloquence began to: appear, even-at that early -
eriod, in; the speeches which he'delivered at the annu-
M visitations. It is probable the applause he received”

caliar tenderness, and educated with more than ordin_a}i»-_ )
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occasxona, contnbute' -to his fondness for theat.
'usements from whence it has been msmuated

[ part sometimes with-his ellow scholars, partlcularly,
:in certain dramatic performances prepared for.them by
their master: for that he was more indebfed as an ora-
to nature, than to art of any kind, must be evident
to‘all. persons of discernment who were acquainted:with
bim. Such could not fail to observe, that his eloquence

+ was in & great measure the effect of his genius, and pro-

ceeded chiefly from that peculiar assemblage of extra-

-ordinary talents with which God-had endowed him.

Notwithstanding this, it appears from his conduct that
~he either had not yet discovered where his-talents lay,\
or could not find means to qualify himself for entering

. Into any profession where they might be properly exer.

- cised: for whe :she was abeut fifteen years of-age, he
‘declined the pursuit of learning; and talked of ‘getting
an education that would better fit-him for: business. ' Du-
ring this period, his rising genius was deprived -of the

. -usual means of improvement, through the decrease of his
1'motber’s trade; and he was obliged te assist her in car-
‘rying on the business of the inn. _ His turn of mind, how-
‘ever, though depressed, could not be extmvmshed and
the prevailing bent of his genius began How strongly to
discover itself, for even in this unfavourable situation
- ke composed several germons, one of which he ‘dedica-
_".ted to his eldest brother: ‘and after visiting him' at Bris-
* tol; he came home with-a resolution to abandon his:pre-
sent employment and to tarn his thoughts a. dlﬁ'erent
wa,

o ther this, being for some. time disengaged from eve-
ry pursuit,.and but poorlj supported out of -his mother’s
scanty subsistence, he was in po sniall danger, of being
‘utterly ruined by ‘the influence “of his former compan-

i sed God to break the snare, by hlhng
horrence of their evil deeds; "

' About this time the 1mpresswns'of rehgnon began &

" .gain to recover their influence in his-breast: and ‘whes




.deeply was_he: engaged’ in" thése exerch

| 3 ‘v- J..&r. § .A‘
i -i’I‘ﬁFIEI}]I
| i
fie w _seyenteé years: f'-_age, Né receive
men't' Lord’s supper - He now:be
watéhfal; ; wn heart and conver;
He spenbmuch of higstime- in readmg books ‘of devo::
tion;| attended publi orshnp twice every day: and'so

ciges, that hig
thousrhts were constantlys set’on the great t mgs of €
gldn . :

CHAPTER-'}i

. 'Fro‘m the time of his going. to tha Univérsity of foord, '

- of-
‘an

to his embarking for Georgia, Anno 1737.

VHEN" Mr: Whitefield arrived at eighteen, he was
ﬁent to the university- of Oxford, where he was. agair
exp, ged-to the snares of the wncked but- by the:grace:

od; he was enabled to resist-thém;-and . to-cultivate:
| cquamtance only with such persons ‘as seemed to:.
prel erve: o seifsc of- rellglon, through-the whole of ' theu"
dep rtment;

e was by | them convmced of the evangehcal and,"-
moq important doctrine, (so much at that period, as well . .
as, “‘t the present, exploded and despised by. every car-
pal mind) that.we “nust be-born agam,” or.outward re-.’
hg1 o will profit us. nothing.- He ‘now: fasted - twice: a.
week, visited the sick and’ the- prlsoners—thus redeem:
ing (the time, ‘that.no moment mlght be lost, He chang-. -
edthe course of his studies, reading. only such books as.

" entered into the heart of religion, and lead td the knowl-i

edge of Jesus Chrnst and hxm cruclﬁed*

.3 f’the name of methodlst &g’ apphed to Mr: Wluteﬁeld,; |
Mr Wesléyy and-- their- followers the:following accourit is-
given:, In the year1729; the Rev, John. and ‘Charles: Wés-"

| ley ‘with two or three ymmg meny; occasmnally met togqthbr,

for |t

lrpose. of asslstmg -and"encouraging each: other; it
ies and religious duties; they received ‘the-sacra-'

mf 1t weekly, and regulated their éemployments by certam
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ent, but because they were kept strangers to
Christ and the power of the gospel. We have a most

rules. The exact regularity of their lives, as. well gs stu-
dies, occasioned a young gentleman of Christ’s church, Ox-
ford; to say, ‘“‘theré is a new set of metliodists Sprung up;*
. in allusion fo an ancient college of physicians-at Rome, who
Jbegan-to flourish about the time of Nero, and . continued
seyeral ages; they were remarkable for putting their pa-
- ‘tiénts under régimen; and were therefore termed meéthod-
ists:: In a short time after the society increased, and:in thé
. latter.end of thé year 1729, it consisted of the following per-
sons.” Mr. .John Wesley, fellow .of Lincoln college, Mr.
Chairles Wesley, stndent of Christ’s church, Mr. Richard
Morgan, of Christ’s church, and Mr.. Kirkham, of Merton
_college. The nextyear, two or three of Mr. John Wesley’s pu=
pils desired the liberty of meeting with them, and afterwards
one of Mr: Charles Wesléy’s pupils. In 1732, Mr. Benja-
min Ingham, of Queen’s college, and Mr: Broughton, ‘of
. Exeter, were addéd to their number. In April in the same
‘yg‘ﬁi’r,‘Mr;' Clayton, of Brazen«nose college, with two or three
“-of his pupils were added. About the seme time, Mr. James
Hervey, pupil to Mr. John Wesley, and in the year 1735,
Mr. George Whitefield, of Pembroke college, joined them.
At that timé there were fourteen or fifteen in nimbef, all
collegians,of one heart and one mind, and they miust bé consid-
- ered as the first methodists:, They formed rules for the reg-
ulation of their time, their studies, reading the scriptures,
. ‘and-self-examination. They also visited the sick, and the
. ‘prisoners; and received the Liord’s supper every week, “Our
" ‘Lord’s parables of the leaven hidin threemeasnres of ineal;
‘and of the grain of mustard seed, Matthew xiii. 31-34, were
‘herein strikingly illustrated, for, from - these very:small'be-
ginnings, what a great increase has been given?— ile’s
‘Chronology.. - : .




~ est _friends forsook -him; but-he was exercised:wi

. he;

~ bling him, through a hvmg faith to 1a,y ‘hold on th Son; '

. g ; i ‘
ing ] maiied but to: set it up as a prmcxpa subj
rnirth and ridicule ;. as it were by way of reprisd
its - having .80 lomr intérrupted’ the yEleawres (
world,” " Such. was the gloomy'state of religion in .
Britain and Ireland, when the Lord was pleased.to cause
L a glomous revival, in the midst of abounditig lmplety,. o
" through the mstrumentahty of the desplsed;melhodlsts‘ v
AL Oxford - Mr.:Whitefield.. became ’ acqqamte rith -
the:Rev. Char]es ‘Wesley, under whose. ministry he re- -
ceived so much benefit, that he accounted, him his splr- )
itual'father; - And Mr. Wesley’s reciprocal afféction:for
him; stands -recorded in the verses at the begmnmg 'of' )
Mr: Whlteﬁeld’s second and third J. ournals. ' o

Mr. Whitefield now began’ to be tried as with ﬁre N
Not: -only his.reputatiori was lost, and some of: his dears -

ward trials; and those of the severest kind. Many
v s]eepless in‘his bed—many" days prostrate o the
ground. : But after he’had groaned- many menths under - -
the ‘spirit.of bondage, God was: pleased to .remove the
“heavy load, by giving him. the spirit of .adoption, ena-

of Liis Jove.
-His bodily, strength bemg now restored hxs soul was
- likewise' . filled - with’ peace and joy ' in bellevm‘g on'the
Son of God. . "This joy was so great for- some t
igo. where he weu]d he could not help praising
tinually:in.his: heart and with some., difficulty
imself’. from domg it a]oud . As he was urge :




enlldhtened) h "bpreferred the sacred wrmngs
-books; d then thh fervent prayer;

lig But inclination consplred w1th ‘duty, " to
'der him from conﬁnmg hlS relmon to. hlmselfz hav-

iink. of: s uttmg “hiniself up in the closet; but made
is business to converse.with young persons; about his
_txme of life, in order to awaken them to a sense of
:God was pleased soon to ‘give success to his
d.VOl]I‘S this 'way, for several of them joined with
'tthst:mdmg the “contempt they knew - it
pon, them, et together from time to time
igious exercises.” He also'reéad to some POOF. peO-
P em the town, twice orthrice a-'week, and read and
“‘prayed with the prisoners'in the county g o-oa] every day.
Being now about twenty-one “years “of age, -he was
ent for- by Dr: Benson, bishop of ‘Gloncester; who. told -
hlm, that though he had purposed to ordain none under ‘
‘twenty three, yet he should reckon-it his-duty to ordain
him whenever he applied. - Upon which; at the earnest
‘qest of his friends, he prepared for taking orders..
behavmur was very exemplary. . He first studied
e-thirty-nine drticles, that he might be satisfied of their
being agreeable to scripture. Then he examined:him-_
- self by the "qualification-of ‘a minister mentioned in the
" New Testament, and by the. quéstions that ‘he knew
vwele to be put’ at the ordination, = On'the Saturday, he
was much'in prayer for himself, and those who were to
be ofdained with-him. On the morning of his ordina-
tlon, (W‘nch was at Gloucester, Sunday, June 20, 1736,)
he rose early, and ‘again read with-prayer, St. Pauls
" -Epistle to Timothy; 'md after hiz ordination ‘went to
 the Lord’s table. - ~
‘"Fhe Sunday following he preached Tits. sermon on-“the
necesszty and benefit of religious society,” fo a very crowd— |
- ed-auditory, in_the church where he was ba
- own remark on this was:  “Last Sundayi
‘moon, 1 pre’tched my ﬁl‘:t sermon in the chu




m,v GJ:ORGE WHITEFIELD. o

the:Lord’s supper Curmsxly drew a large congrega- -
tiontogether. ~ The sight at first, a little awed me; “but
‘.was_comforted wnth a heart-felt sense ¢
"~ presence, and soon found the adv antage of ‘having been
“accustomed to public speaking when a boy at ‘school;
and of exhorlmg and teaching the prisoners, and poor
"-people at their pnvale hcuees, ‘whilst at:the university.

By these means, I was kept from l‘emg daunte

much. AsT proceeded, I percelved {hé fire lundle, ] :

at last,'though so young, and amidst a’ crowd of those

- who koew me in my childish days, T trust I was enabled
to speak withsome degree of gospel authorit)
few mocked, but most for the presen
. and Ihave since heard, that a'complaint had
to the bishop, that | drovc fifteen mad the first se
the worthy prelate; as 1 am informed, wished' ‘the
_madiicss.might not be foxgotten before next Sunday
‘The week following he set out for Oxford, :
he ‘inclined to. go, rather than to the parish which ‘the -
. bnshep would have. given him, and’ took, his: b'lchenors
degree. Aud here he found full employment in takmg_,_._.,
care of the prisoners and the poor, . -
But it was not long before he was. mvxved to London, ,
to serve the cure of a friend going. into'the country. . He
continued there two months; . lodging in the tower, read-
‘ing prayers in the chapel twice a week, cqtechlsmg and -
preaching once, daily visiting the =old1ers in"the bar- :
-racks and infirmary.  He also. read prayers ever ’
- ning at Wapping chapel, and preached. at Jy

on ¢very Tuesday. The first time he preached in L. .
‘don was August, 1736, at 'Bishopsgate church. Having

a very young lookythe people were surprised at his ap- .-

pearance, and scemed to sneet as he went up to the pul-""

pit; but they had not heard him long, when their . con-
7 tempt wis turned mto esteem; and their sxmlea mto grave
: attentlon %

- ‘About .this time ‘letters .came from Mess,rs Wesleys
¢ igham, at Georgla, which-made him long to; go and
hem. .But .not seeipg his call clear, at the ap-
pomted tune, he: returued‘ To Oxford where. several
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youths met daily at his room, to build up each other'in

" their meost -holy y Jfaith. With these he enjoyed much
pleasure;- and in_reading Matthew Henry’s commenta-
_¥y on the bible, great benefit.

In November, 1736, he was agzun called from Oxford,

lo minister at Dummer in Hampshire. This was a new

. apherc .of action, among poor illiterate people; but he
* was soon reconciled to 1t and. thought he” reaped no
small profit by conversing with them. = Here he read

-prayers twice a day, early in the morning, and in the
€vening: he also daily catechised the children, and vis- -
ited from house .to house. He now devided the day in-
_to three parts, allotting eight hours for sleep and meals,

- eight for study and retirement, and eight for reading

. prayers, ' catechising and visiting the people. 'During
liis stay here, he was invited to a very profitable cura-
cy in London, but did not accept of it, as his mind stlll
ran on going abroad.

" Providence at length, seemed {o open d door to him:
for he received letters; containing what he thought to
“be an invitation to go to Georgia, from- Mr. John Wes-
ley, whose brother came over to procure more labour-
ers. ' .He readily embraced this propocdl thinking him-
self called; and having set his aflairs-in order, in Janua-
ry; 1737, went to take leave of his friends in. Glouces-
ter and Bristol. “
‘It was in this journey, that God began to bless his
ministry . in an uncommon manner. - Wherever 'hé
preached, amazing multitudes flocked together, in Glou-
cester, ‘Stonehouse, Bath, Bristol; so that the heat of

- -the churches'was scarce suppoxhlle and the impres-
sions made on the minds of many were no less extraor-
" dinary. But he did not stay long at any of these .places,
'» being obliged to go to Oxford, " about the latter end of
February, from whence he came up to London, to wait
upon general Ogleihorpe, and the trustees of Georgia.
He was soon iptroduced to the archbishop of Canterbu-
ry, and the bishop of London, who both’ o.pproved of his
going:abroad. -
Whilé he contirued in London, waiting for general O-
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_,glethrope, it pleasec.l God to: bless his word still more; -
he was indefatigable in his labours, generally preachmg
four times on.a Sunday to exceeding. large anditories;
besides readmg prayers twice or thrice, and walkm(r
“ten or twelve miles. But ﬁndmg that the general would
not sail for some time, and being under particular oblig-
'.ations to the Rev. Mr. Sampson Harris, mipister at Stone-
house, in Gloycestérshire, he went, at his request, to
supply his charge, while he despatcbed some affairs in
.London. " There he was happy in his public ministra-
tions;. but especially in his retirements; which he used
“ after to reflect upon with great satnsfactxon ' -
On Mr. Harris’s return to Stonehouse, he, upon re-
- peated invitations, went a second time to Bristol, wheré:
he preached about five times a week. - Here the multi-
tude of his -hearers still' increased.* - He was attended-
by persons of all fanks and denommatmns——-prwmte re-
ligious societies were formed—collections for the poor
- prisoners, in Newgate made twice or thrice a week-—
and large encouragement was afforded him, if he would
_not go abroad. Dauring this stay at Bristol, which was
from the end of May, to the 21st of June, he paid a se-
“cond visit to Bath, where the people crowded, and were
seriously affected, as at Bristol; and £.160 was collecb
ed for the poor of Georgia:
-June 21, he preqched his farewell sermon at. Bmstor
“and towards the end of the discourse, when he came to
tell them—it might be they would see him no more,”
. the whole congregatlon was exceedingly affected ; hw'h
and low, young and old, burst into a flood of tears.
Multitudes, after sermon, followed him héme weepmg,
-and the next day he was employed from seveniin'the
.~ morning till midnight, in talking~and giving advice to
‘those'who came to him about, the ‘concerns of their souls
-and salvation;

- From antol he went to Gloucester, and prea.ched ‘to

< Some hung; upon the raxls, others climbed up. the leads:of
hurch, ‘and#altogether made the church its€lf’so ‘hot,
eir ble'z.th that the steam Woul.él fall. flom the Pluﬂlu
0ps,0f nm.” LerTER xxis-

37
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. avery crowded auditory: ‘and after staying a few days,
‘went to Oxford, from thence he came to London, about
. the.end. of August Here he was inyited to preach.and
“assist in administering the Lord’s Supper, ina great many
‘chirches, 'The congregations continually-increased.—
His friends began to be-afraid that he would hurt him-
‘self; but he used to say, “he found, by experlence, the
‘more:he did;the more he might do for God.”? :
‘Mr. Whnteﬁeld being now very popular, his name was
- put into different news spapers, (though without his consent
‘or'knowledge).as a. young gentleman going volunteer to
_'Georgia, who was going to preach before the sociéties
at their geueral quarterly meeting. This -stirred up
“'the people s curiosity more and more. He preached on
that occasion his sermon on Early Piety, which was.
prmted at the requestof the societies. After this for
hear three months successively, there was no end of
: people s flocking to hear him; and the managers of the
- charity-schools were continually applying to-him_te:
preach for the benefit of the children; procuring the
- Jargest churches for that purpose on other days of the
- week, besides the Lord’s day; and yet thousands went
away, not being able to get in. The congregations were
all- attention, and seemed to hear for eternity. 'He
.-preached generally nine times a week, and often admin-
“1stered ihe sacrament early in the morning on-the Lord’s
" day; when you might see the streets filled with people
going to church with lantherns. in their hands, and hear
them conversing about the things of God.* ’

- *One Lord’s. day morning, at the early sacrament Mr.
Whitefield, with his usual férvor ,exhorted his hearers {o give
.up the use of the means for the spiritual good of their rela-

uons and friends only with their lives; and remalked that l.e

had had a brother, for whose spiritual welfare he had. used

- every means: he-warned him,and prayed for him; andy appa-
. rently, to'do purpose, till a few weeks bacl; when this’ brot

er to ‘his astonishment and j joy, came to hls house, and with
ai 'S declared that he came up from the countr :

upoii ‘heart; and to acknowledge with gratltude
gation to the man whom God had made the ins
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As his popularity increased, opposition increased pro-

portionably. . Some of the clérgy became angry: two °

of them sent for him, and told him, he should not preach
in their pulpits any more, unless he rencunced that part
.of the preface “of his sermon on Regeneration, (lately
,published) wherein he wished; *“that his brethren would
entertain their auditors oftener with discourses upon the
new birth.”* Probably some of thém were irritated the
more; by his free conversation with -serious dissenters,
‘who'often invited him to their houses, and répeatedly
told him; “that if the. doctrine.of the new birth, and
justification by faith, were' preached powerfully in the
churches, there would bé few dissenters ia England.”

. Nor was he without opposition even from some of his
friends. - But under these discouragements, he had great
comfort-in meeting every evening with a band of reli-
gious intimates, to spend an hour in prayer for the
spread of the gospel.. And sometimes at midnight, af-
ter he had:been quite wearied with ‘the labours of ‘the
day, he has-found his strength renewed in this exercise,
which 'made him compose his sermon tipon Inteicession.

The nearer the time of his embarkation approached,
the ‘more affectionate and eager the people grew: thou-
sands and thousands of prayers were put up for him.
They would run dnd -stop him in the aisles of: the
churches, and follow him with wishful looks: but above
ally it -was hardest for him to part with his weeping
friends at ‘St. Dunstan’s, where he helped to administer.’
the sacrament'to'them, after spending the night before
_In prayer. This was to him almost insupportable.

_it. “Mrs Whitefield added, that he had that morning received '
a letter, which informed hinr, that on his brother’s returnto . _
Gloucestershire; where he resided, he dropped down dead ss
hsé was getting out of the stage; but that he had . previously
given the most unequivocal evidence of his being a new man
lirist Jesus.  <Wherefore,” said this great preacher of °
Jusness;’ “let'iis pray alivays for ourselves and forthose.
deartous, and neyer faint.” ~ See an account of M.
ne, in the Evangelical Magazine, for May, 1806,
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| " CHARTER'TL
From the time of hzs embarking jbr Georgw, to hzs re-em-
S barkmw for Enolcmd 1'738

IN the ]atter end of December, 1737, he embarked
for Georgia. 'Thigwas to him a new, andv at first ap-
‘pearance, a very unpromising scene. -The -ship was

- full of: soldiers, and there were neartwenty women' a- -
‘mong them. The captiin of the ship, and the officers
of ‘the 'regiment, with the surgeon, and & young: cadet,
gave him to understand, that they looked upon him as an
‘fpostor; and for a whlle ‘treated - him as such. - The
+first Lord’s day one of them played on the-hautboy, and
nothing -was to be -seen but cards; and little heard, but
‘cursing ind blasphemy. - This was a very_dlsagreable
situation; but it'is worth while to observe; ‘with what |
-prudence he was enabled'to behaive among them; and
-how'God 'was pleased to bless his patnent and: persevermg
endeavours to do them:good.

-He-began with the officers i in the cabm, in the.way of

, mlld and gentle reproof; but this had little effect.* He
therefore tried what might-be done between decks, a-
g the soldiers. And though the place was not very
modious; he read prayers, and expounded twice a
day. At first he could not see: ‘any fruit of his labour,
‘yet it was encouraging to find it so kindly received by
his new. red-coat parishioners, (as he “calls - -them) many
~.of whom' submitted cheerfully to be catechlsed about
. the: Jessons they had hedrd expounded. -
., In this situation things continued for some. tlme But
'3all thls Whlle, he had no pldce for retlrement and there

hld | could do no.more for a season, than whllst T+was ri-
‘ting, now and-then to'turn my head, by way of reproof;i :
lieutenant of the soldiers, who swore, as though he v L
of .a:swearing constltutmn. ‘Sometimes he would
“hint, rettirn” my nod, with a “doctor T ask youw
and then to his cards and swearing again. M b
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J as- no divine service in” the great cabin, both which
he greatly desired. At-last, he obtained his wish: one
day finding the ship captain a little inclined to favour
 him, he asked him to suffer him now-and then to retire
into the round-house, where the captain slept, and of-
- fered him money for the loan of it. The captain would
hpt take the wmioney, but readily granted his request.
‘ %odn afterwards, the military captain, having invited
im to a dish of coffee, he took the liberty to tell him,
tithat though he was a volunteer on board, yet as he

was on board, he locked upen himself as his "chaplain,
and as such, he thought it a little odd to pray and preach
to the servanis and not to the master; and added,
J‘thatiif. he thought proper, he would make. use of a
short collect now and then to him, and the other.gen-
flemen in the great cabin,” - Afier pausing a while, and
:s aking his head, he answered, %l think we may when
we have nothing else to do.” This. awkward hint was
Al he'got for the present; yet he was encouraged-there-
by to hope, that the desired point would-be soon gained.
-They were detained in the Downs by contrary winds
or- near a month; the soldiers, by this- time, became
ore and more civilized, and the people at Deal heard
iin gladly. There he preached thrice, at the invita-
ion of the ministers; and often expounded in the house
here "he lodged. This work was very delightful'to
im; but he was suddenly called away by a fair wind, .
bout the: end of January, 1736, just after he had
reached in: Upper Deal church. :
Being again on beard, he was much comforted with
he hope of doing good in- the great cabin. Having no. .
etter place, he generally every night retired with his
friend ‘the honourable Mr. Habersham; and his brother,
and two servants, behind the round-house, for prayer
and other ' religious exercises; sometimes he perceived
captain Whiting was hearkening within. One day, find-
ng-on the captain’s.pillow, The Fidependent Whig, he ex-
changed it.for a book entitled, The Self-Deceiver. Next
morning; the captain came smiling, and inquired who
made ‘the exchange.  Mr. Whitefield confessed 'the
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charge, and begged -his acceptance of tlie book, which
he said he bad read, and liked very well. . Froui thence.
forward, a visible alteration was seen in him.© The oth.,
er captain also, about the same time, met him as he was
coming froim between decks, and desired, “that they might
have public service, and expounding twice a day.” In
“April following, he- thus mentions the happy effect of
~ their very slow passage:—“Blessed be God, we now live
very comfortably in the great cabin. We talk of little
else but God-and Christ; and-scarce a-word is heard a-
mong ug, when together, -but what has reference to our
. fall in the first, and our new birth'in the second Adam.”
- In about a fortnight, they reached Gibraltar, whith-
er.they were bound to take in more soldiers. ."T'here, a
* Major Sinclair had been so kind as to provide a lodging
for.him unasked, who, with thé¢ other milifary gentle-
men, even Governor Sabine, and General Columbine,
received him most courteously. Being apprehensive,
that at a public military ‘table, he might be more than
hospitably entertained; by way of prevention, he begged
leave to remind his excellency of an observation made
_inthe book of Esther, on the court of the great Aha-
suerus—*“that none did compel.” e took the hint, and
genteelly replied, “that no compulsion of any- kind
should be used at his table.” Auad every thing was car-
ried on with great decorum. The officers attend-
ed at. public worship with order and gravity; . the
-minister also behaved with great civility; and all con-
‘curred to give him invitations to preach, which he did
-twice or thrice in a week;* and in the evenings q.nd
mornings, when not on board, he expounded, .conversed
and prayed with a religious society of soldiers, whe
bad liberty from the governor to assemble at any tiine

#¢Strange and unusual was the scene, both with respec
to the place and people.” The adjacent promontories, and
the Jargeness of the rock of Gibraltar, helped me to en:
large my ideas of Him, who in his strength sétteth fast the
‘mountains, and is girded -about with power. -And the plact
. being,asitwera,apublic rendezvous for all nations, 1 thoiigh
T saw theworld in’ epitome.” "M.S. = . SR
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in the church Hls evemng exp0=|tmn9 were attended,
not only by the soldiers, but by officers, ministers, an&
town’s people; and; from all that could be judgeds his
labours were not w1thout the divine blessing.

Fmdmg another society of religious soldiers there,
vbelongmg to the church of Scotland; he: sert-them -as
well as the.former, some proper books—talked. ‘with
several of them, and endeavoured to unite both socie~ -
ties together; urging on them the necessity of a catho-
lic, disinterested love and of joining in prayer fur the
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. This ex-
hortation also, by the l‘:le’ssing of God, l_md a good effect;
and. two or three of the latler society, being drafted out
for Georgia, desired leave to go into the ship with Mr
. Whitefield, which. wus veadily allowed them.

Before the embarkation of the soldiers, by. the gen-
eral’s cousent, he gave them a parting dlscourse in the
church: and afterwards, from time to time, a¥ the weath-
er permitied, he preached "to them on board their res-
pective ships. Colonel Cochran, who commanded, was
extremely civil; and soon after sétting sail, there was
such a change i in. captain Mackay, that he desired Mr.,

Whitefield would not give himself the-trouble of ex- - -

-pounding and praying in the cabin, and between decks,
for he would oriler a drum to beat morning and-evening, '
and himself would attend with the soldiers outhe deck.
This produced a very agreeable alteration—they were -
how as regular as in a chirch. Mr. Whitefield preach-
el with a captain-on each side of him, and soldiers all
around; ‘and the two other ships’ companies, being: now
in the trade winds, drew near and joined in the worship
of God. The great cabin now became a Bethel—hoth
¢aptains were  daily more and more” affected—a cruci-
fied Saviour, and the things pertammg to the kmgdom
of God, were the usual toplcs of their conversation.
Once; after sermon, captain Mackay desired the soldiers
to stop; whilst he.informed them, that to his great shame,
‘he had been a notorious swearer; but by the instrumen-
tality of Mr. Whitefield’s preachmg, he had now leftit
off—and exhorted them, for Christ’s sake, to go - and do
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Jlikewise. The children were catechlsed and there was
a:reformation throughout the whole soldlery “The:
,men cried, “what achange in: our captain!? Th bad
books and packs of cards,_which ‘Mr. Whitefield :ex-
changed: for bibles-and . other- religious. books, - (abund-
ance ‘of which . were given him-to disperse by the Soci.
ety for promoting Christian Knowledge) were now thrown
overboard; and a “fever, that prevailed in general
“through. the whole ship, helped to make the impressiony
‘sink deeper For many days -and nights he visited be-
twixt twenty and thirty sick persons, crawling between
decks upon his knees, administering medicines or - cor-
dials to. them, and such advice as seemed suitable to
their circumstances. The sailors did not escape the fe-
‘ver; and captain Whiting gladly-went with him to visit
thiem.~ One of them, -in particular, who-had been a
most notorlous scoffer, sent for -him in . a bitter agony,
crying.out"ipon and - lamenting “his wicked-life. The
cadet who was a cabin passenger, being also seized, was
wounded deeply—told Mr. Whitefield the history of his
ife, and informed captain- Mackay of his desire to leave
th army, and to return to his original intention (havmg
a umversnt -education) of devoting himself :to'the
' 1. Mr, Whitefield was also himself seiz-
h the divine blessing recovered, and was
‘s6on able'to perforn -the burial service over the’ ‘shiip’s
~ ‘Gook, who had lately said, “he would be wicked till two
years before hé died, and then he would be.good.” But,
alas! this beaster was cut-off-in about.six hours;. They
1anded the beginning -of May, 1738, .After preaching
“his-farewel sermon, he arnved at: Savannah on the 7th
of that month. .
““Upon this voyage (many years after) he made the fol-
Jowing reflection —HA lobg, and, 1 trust, not altogether
-unprofitable voyage. * What shall I render to the :Lord
~for all his mercies? -Besides being strengthened to.go |
-through my public work, I was enabled. to>write letters,
~and: comipose sermons; . as - though I had been-on land.
‘Even af this distance of. time, the remembrance of “the
happy hours I enjoyed in religious’ exercises on the. deck,
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efresl g to- my" soul ‘and thotigh nature somet:mes
rélented at being taken' from- ‘my-friends; and little accus-
tomed to “the inconvenience 'of a sea life; yet, a con-:
‘ shess that Thad in viéw the glory of God an(ll the
| good of souls, fpom hme to: t:me, afforded me unspéaka—
ble satisfaction.”
"One Mr. Delamot, whem: Mr. John Wesley™ had left

~*The Rev: John 1 Wesley was.of the inferior sxze,dus visa
age.marked with intelligence; singularly neat .and plain. in
| his Adress, a little castin his eye, observable on. partlcular gc-
«asions;. upright, graceful, and. remarkably active. ~His un-
derstanding; uaturally excellent and acite, - was highly
stored with the attainments of literature: -and ‘he- posses-
sed ‘a fund of anecdote and history, that renderedhis-com-=
pany as entertaining: as instruétives - His. mode of .address .
in public-was- chaste and solemn, though not illumined with
those coruscations of €loguence; which marked, if T may use
that expression; the discourses of his rival George White- .
-fiéld; but-theére was a divine simplicity, a zeal, & venerable-
ness'in his imanner; which commanded attentlon, and never
forsook him in his latest years; when at fourscore he retain-
ed still all the livéliness of vigorous old age. His health was -
reinarkably . preserved ‘amidst a scene of labour. and per-
‘petial exertions of :mind and. body, to which few men
would have been .equal: Never man possessed greater per-
sonal influence. over' the: people connected:with him. Nor
was it-an -eagy task .to direct so vast a machme, where, a- "~
midst so man y hundred wheels in motion, some moved e¢-
centrically,. and hardly - yiclded to the impulse of the main
spring.- - I .need not speak. of the exemplariness of his life:
too:many.eyes were upon him to admit “of his halting; nor
could lis -weight have been maintained 2 moment longer,
“than the fullest conviction impressed his people, that he was-
an eminently favoured saint of .God, agd as distinguished for
his holy walk, as for his vast abﬂmes & mdefatlgahle labour,
and smgular usefulness
: His enemies reviled him, and- wotﬂd if possxble, rob bim
-of::thé meed of well-deserved honour, by imputing to him ob="
jects below the prize he had in view. Never was therea
‘more disinterested:character; buthe was a man, and he must"
“have been.mote than.man, if, with' the copsciousness of
QWi devotednes the divine blessing on his/ labours, -and’
‘high . admiyation, in-which ‘he was held by his followers;
bad not ssmetimes thouoht of himself.more hlghly /than; he
: 4
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Casa schoolmaster at Savannah recelved Mr thteheid
; dt'the parsonage-house,.. whlch he found much. better
“than*he expected;  Having met some:of Mr. Wesley’s
“Coniverts here, he on the morrow read prayers, expoi'lnd
“ed-in the court-house, and waited on “the.magistrates;
but being taken ill of ‘an ‘ague and fever, he was confih
“et-for' a=week.
“+: Whien he recovered, he found every pa.rt bore the as-
eet of aninfant colony ; and, what was more discouraging
stlll it a.ppeared*hkely to contmue s0, by the nature- of
Vits cogstltutlon “The people (says he) were denied the
“use of both-rum and slaves. - The:lands were allotted
them according to-a particular plan, whether good or
ad;  and-the female heirs prohibited from inheriting.
So that in reality, to place people there on such(a foot:

ought té think. We exhibit no faulfless monsters. Ehas was
- a'min of like passions as ourselves. Mr. Wesley is gone to
give an account of himself to his proper Judge, by whom I
doubt not all'his iniquity is pardoned, and his infirmities

.- covered. . And now that envy and enmity have been -some
time.laid asleep in his grave, 1 rejoice in observing his char-

“acter rise iii general estimation, and most highty respected
by ‘those ‘who'knew him} but, it will now hardly be a ques- |

Y4nan, whether he would not rather liave been

" -John Wesley, who died worth ten peunds, than. Lavmgton,
" bishop of Bxeter, who so bitterly réviled him.

... Asaman,asa chnstlan, as a minisfer, we shall not; I fear,
.-ldok iipon his like again speedily. After passing through
*_eVil report and good report, during more than sixty years of
“incessant laboir, he entered into his rest in the 87th' year
“of his age. Whateverignorance of his real character, the
fatuity of pre_]udlce,»or the insolence of pride, may have sug-

. -gested; the day is.coming, when his great and adorable- Mas-
- ter will condemn every tongue that hath risen up in judg-
. ment against him, and say in the presence of men and an-
gels «“Weil done good and faithful servant, énter thou in-
“to thie joy of thy Lord!” See an impartial and succinct His-

 of the Church of Christ, &c. Vol: III. page 214, - By the

v. 1. Haweis, L.L.B. and M. D. Rector “of All Saints,

dwinckle, Northamptonshzre, Chaplain to the late. Countess

Dowaver of Huntingdon; dnd. Chaplam to the: Rzght Hon. the
w—l qf Peterborough. .
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, Was little better than to t1e theu- legs, and bid-theth

.The scheme ' was well _meant at home; but, a3
'yéars experience. ‘evidently ‘proved, was abso-
] te Jmpractxcab]e iv sohot:a country -abroad. How-
¢ er, that rendered whatl Thiad: brought over: ﬁom my
f'r ends, more acceptable to the poor inhabitants; .and
yve meian occular demonstratwn, which was . what I
wranted when the hint was given,* of the great necessity - -
and promising utility of a future orphan house, - whick
I now determined; by the divine assistance,to get about”
i earnest 'I‘he Baltzburghers, at Ebenezer, I found
had one; and having heard and read of what. professor

[ranck had ‘done-in th‘gt way in Germany, I confidently

hoped that; ‘something of the like nature might be own-
efd, and succeed in Geowm -Many poor orphans were -

there already, und the number was likely so6n-to bein-
credsed. As opportunity offered, I visited Frederica,
and the adjacent villages, and often admired, consider-~

ing the cxrcum':mnces and disposition of the first gettlers,
that so much was really done. T'he settiers were chief-
y:broken and decayed tradesmen from London and
‘dther parts of Englard, and several Scotch adventur- -

‘ rs, (highlanders)  who had a, worthy minister, -named

|

Macleods a few: Moravians,.and the- Saltzbarghers, who

f ere by far the most industrious of the.whole. With " .

he worthy ministers ~of Ebenezer, Me sieurs Grenaw
nd Bolkius, I contracted an -intimacy. ‘Many praying

i Eeop]e were in the congregation, which, with the consid-
‘e

ration that so many charitable people in England- had .

| been stirred up to contribute to Georgia, and such faith-
éful labourers as Messieurs Wesleys and Ingham. had
been sent, gave me great hopes, that,. unpromising, -as
the aspect might be, the colony mlgbt emerge in:time
out of its infant state. Some small advances Mr. Ing-
ham had made towards converting the Indians, who
were at-a small seitlement about four miles from Savan-

#TE was ﬁrst pmposed to ' me by my dear’ f11end +Mr. -
‘CharlesWesley,who \v1thgeneral Oglethorpe, had conge
‘ed a:scheme for ¢arrying on such a design, before T
t vun‘ht of gomg abroad myself ?o o
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‘ ,v_ong them for a few months,
ndian grammar; but he was -
way to Ei “arid the Indians, (who were
run away Creeks)were in a few years scattered

and began o comy

o or déad Mt Charles Wesley-had chxeﬂy acted a§secre-

tary. to. genera] Oglethorpe; bat he went to England to

. engage. more. labourers; and not long after, his brothér;
Mr. John: Wesley, having met with unworthy treatment,

both'at Frederlca and Georgia, toon followed. -All this
Liwas apprxced of; but -think it most prudent not to re:
peat grievances.  Through -divine mercy, I. meét with
respectful treatment from magletmtes, officers, and peo-
ple, The first I visited now and then; the: ‘others, ‘be-

- sides pre.achmg twice a day, and four timesof a Lords
" day, L visited from house to house. 1 was in general

most:cordially received; but from time to time found,

- that, celum non animum mutcmt, qui trans mare currunt——

though lowered in their circumstances, a sense of what-

-they formerly were in their native country, remained.

It was-plain to be. seen, that coming over was not so
much out of choice, as constraint; choosing rather to be -
poor in-an unknown country qbroad than beholden to
relations, or live:among those who knew them in more
nent. clrcumstances, at home. Among some of these,
vever, proved, that the word took: effec-
Liyas really happy in my, little forelgn cure,
‘md could have cheerfully remained among them, had

. I not been obliged to return to England, ‘to receive
priest’s-orders, and make 'a beginning towards laying a.
foundation: to the orphan-house.  And thus the . place I -

mtended to-hide myself in, bemme, thfough my being

] .obllged to return for these purposes, a méan of - increas-

‘ipg that popularity which was. already\begun but which

by me was absolute]y unforeseen, and as’ absolutely un-

’ deelgned ”E

"“Durmg my stay here, the Weather was most 1ntensely
hot,.sometlmes burmng me almost throuo'h my shoes. - . Seey
ing others do.it'who. were as unable,-L; detexmmed» to sipure:.
myself to hardships, by laying constantly ‘on the’ ground,,

afterwards it became so to lie in a bed,” M S,
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I‘ August ‘he,_settled a schoolmaster in_an gdjacent
vn]]f ge; leaving Mr. Habersham at Savannah, and part: -
ing| nffectionately with his flock, he wént to South Caro-
,lmé . At Charleston he paid’ av;sxt to commissary. .Gar-
den and at his entreaty preached the next Sabbath:
morhing and evening, in a grand church resembling one -
of 't e new churches in London. The people ‘at first -
despised his youth; bat ‘his engaging address soon gain-
ed their genéral esteen, Mr. Garden thanked him most
C.OI".' lally, and apprized him of the ill treatment Mr.
We ley had met with in Georgia, and assured him, that
| \v'e‘ -the same arbxtrary proceedings to commience-a- .
gal st bim; he would defend him with his life-and for- -
“tune. He also said something about the colony of-Geor- *

gnaf, that much encouraged him, as if he thsught thatits
tlod ishing’ was not veryfar off; and that €harleston
- was fifteen times bigger now, than when he (Mr Gar-
dex') first came’ there.

I had been his practice in Georgia, especml]y at Sa-

an ahi, to read prayers and expound, and visit the sick
twige a day. On Sunday he expounded at -five'in. the
morning; at ‘ten read prayers and preached, and at
three in the afternoon: and at seven in the evening ex-
pounded the church cafechism. Ifow much easier.is it~
for fthe clergy in England, Scotland, or Ireland, to find
fault with such'a faithfal brother in the mlmetry thfm to
ﬁ)ll w his ex%mple’ ' '

CHAPTERI Iv.

preackm ﬁrs* at .Moor;ﬁeld 1739

) they had a penlous.n oyage for near a fortmght- :

the shnp was much out of repair; and short of provisions.

Wf)en they were about a third part of their passage,»
S 4% : ’
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w:tb a Jamanca man who ‘had plenty of every
nt for Mr. Whitefield-on board, and -offer-
nost commodious birth; but he dld not think it
ave his. shnp-mates in dlstress, and therefore
o his own ship, with such things as they were
give him. 'The remaining part-of the voy-
till more.perilous. The only thing  comforta-
that in the midst of these.trials, deep impres-
ere _made on some that were on board, . All con-
tgnded publlc worship ‘twice, and some thrice
'he captain was heard to say, “Lord’ break
heart of ‘mine!” Others were impressed:
; ly'captam Gfadman, a passenger, on whom a
il change was wrought, and afterwards;at hisown
request, became Mr. Whitefield’s fellow-travel-
1eugth after nine weeks tossing and beating to
they. arnved safe in Limerick harbour. ~¢I
Ir. Whnteﬁeld “I could never forget what
[ § felt, ‘when water and other provisions were brought us
from asl}ore One Mr. Macmahon, a country gentleman,

05t kmdly mvnted me, though unknown, to his:
ay.as long as | pleased.” -
"' k, he was kindly received by bl-hop Burs-
. cough,'who . engaged him'to preachin the:Cathedral;
- -the good . effects of which, he heard of many years af:
om thence he went to Dublin, where he preach-
' -was entertained most “cordially by archbishop
Bolton bishopr Rundel, and Dr. Delany. He then sail-
: ed_,,,for Eugland, and after a passage of twenty-four
. hours, landed at Parkgate, November 30, Preached at
‘Manchester twice on the. Lord’s day, and came to Lon-
‘don; on Friday; December: 8.
Some of the clergy now ‘beg:
ure ‘more and ‘more, and, li
 thrust himout of their §yna; >
five churches were denied him#tHe was coldly receiv-
‘ed by the archbishop of Canterbury and the bishop .of
Loidon. ~ The trustees for the "colony of Georgia, re:
- eived higwore cordially—were highly satlsﬁed wnth

shew their displeas-

rin twoday’s time -
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his: conduct durmg his stay in'the colony; and at-the
reqnest (by letter) of-the maglstrates and mh‘xbltan'ts,'
they presented him with the living of Savannah: and .
on{his ‘declining to receive any salary, readily granted
hm five hundred acres of land; whereon to -erect an
orphan house; to collect money for which, together with
takjng priest’s orders, were the chlef motives o£ his re-
turning to England so soon.

-Wear a month elapsed before a board sat to make
him these returns. - But-during that interyal he was not
ndl He and his brethren embraced every. opportum—
ty ?f preachmg, wherever the churches were open to
them* But as the clergy’s aversion increased, so did
the eagerness of the people to hear. bomehes ‘were
formed: in various parts of the town. A large room in
Fetter lane was the ‘general place of rendezvous, where-
they had frequent meetings, and great satisfaction in
social prayer.f - ‘And he and his brethren were so niuch
engaged, that for some days he could walk, and preach,
anfl‘vmt societies, with very little sleep, and religious

cises seemed to be their meat and drink.

- On Sunday, January 14,1739, he was ordained ‘priest-
at Oxford by his good friend bishop Benson.‘; ~Having

* ‘God gave us a most pleasant gospel Christmas season,"
and such a happy beginning of a new year, as I had .never
seer hefores””” -M.S. and Journals. ’

eIt was a pentecost season indeed. Sometimes whqle
nights were spent in prayer. Often have we been filled as
with new wine. And often have I seen them overwhelmed
with  the divine presence, and cry out, will God, -indeed,
dWv.ll with men ‘upon’ earth?! How dreadful is. this place‘
'Th", is 1\r;{osother than the house of God, and the gate of heay=
en . .

hortly. after the late countess of Hutmgdon was brought
tu ithe knowledge of ithe truth as it is in Jesus, bishop Ben-
; SOIJ Who had been lerd Huntingdon’s tutor, was sent for in
ord r.to.reason with her ladyship. respecting her opinjons
mll, conduct. Butshe pressed;Bim so hard with articles and
homiljes, and so plainly and faithfully urged upon him: the.
aw 1§ r65pon51bxllty of his station under the great ‘head of
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preached twice toa very crowded congregation, and ad-
ministered - the. sacrament at the: castle, he. returned to
- London, January 15.

-As. he. had. collected 50 mucb for the charnty schools
last year, he reasonably supposed that the pulpits would
not be denied  him for the use of the Georgn orphan-
house this year.. . But the religious concern advancing,
and spreading more and more, opposition also increased,
Pamphlet= were published against his sermon’ ' On Regen-

_ eration; pulpits rang with invectives against him; and
his brethren s+the parish priests, threatened some; of their

panshgoners with; prosecutions, for. ]ettmg him pray and .

expound in. their kiguses: but all in vain; this® only i in-

creased their zeal, and” strengthened the cause{ -New.

awakenings were heard of in various parts; and “What
shall I.do. to be saved?” was the repeated question of
every day.

All the pulfnts were not as yet shut up; two or three'

churches were yet allowed him to preach in, to collect
for the orphans of Georgia, and. for. erecting a church
for the poor Saltzburgh. refugees, at Ebenezer. The
- Rev. Mr. Broughton behaved nobly on this occasion.
Apphcatlon bemw ;mde to him to deny Mr. Whitefield
his_pulpit, he boldly replied, “having got the lectureshlp
of St.-Helen’s by Mr. Whitefield’s influence, if he in-
sists upon it; he shall have my pulpit.” Mr. Whlteﬁeld
-preached, but (Mr. Broughton losing the lectureshxp) he
- blamed himself much for his- conduct. .

" In.Bristol he had the use of ‘the churches for two OF

the church Jesus Chmst that his temper was ruﬂied and he
_rose Wp in haste to depart, bitterly lamenting that he had ev-
“er laid his hands on George Whitefield, to whom he imputed,

though without cause, the change wrought in her ladyship..

She called him back; «My. lord,” said she, ‘mark ‘my

words: when you come upon’ your dying bed, that will be~
one of the few otdinations-you will reflect upon:with compla-

cence.”. It deserves remarls, that bishop Benson on: his: dy-
ing bed, sent ten guineas to Mr. Whitefield, as a token:of
bis favour and approbation; and’ begged to "be remembele&
by him in his prayers..

4 .
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very'|long: " The-dean- bemg absent;” the: chancel]or;-
thre: tened to suspend him: In about:a fortnight every-.
door{ﬁw as shut.except N ewgate, where he preached; and.
col]e ted. for:the poor: prisoners; and where - people;
throi ged; and‘were . much ' impressed;-but:this also was:
shut[}lgamst him, by orders from the mayor, :
Be

talke oft: ‘going abroad, numbers‘in Bristol-used to re-
ply,' ‘What need of going abroad? Have we ot Indians.
;.enou h-at ‘home? - If: you: have a mind to convert In-
dians there are colliers.enough in Kingsiwood. -~ And be-
fore/he left London, whilst preaching. at- Bérmondsey- .
churgh; and - seeing so many thousands that could ‘not
come|in, he had-a strong inclination to go ctit.and preach

to them. upon-ore of the tomb-stonés in \ the church: syard. ",
Thxs he mentioned to some. of7his:friends, who looked: .
upon the: notion, at first, very unfavourably; yet were:
willing to take itinto’ farther consideration. At Bristol;
he'thought he had a clear call to try thi¢'method. The:
 colliers; he was told, were very numerous; so rude and.
uncul klvated that none dared-to go near them -neither
had 'they any place of worship; and often, when pro-
voke ,were a_terror to the whole city:of Bristol. "Af-
ter uch prayer and deliberation, he. one day went to
Hanham-mount, and, like his ‘Saviour, standing on a hill,
addr‘ssed about one hundred: colliers; upon Matt. v. 1,
2 3' * "Phis soon took air, and the number increased to_
nearl TwenTy THOUSAND: 'The gladness and eagerness’
with which these poor: despised outcasts, who had never:
been in- chiurch in*their lives, received the word: from.
bis'{ips, is above- déscription: “Havmg (as he writes);
ho rl?hteousness ‘of their own to.renounce, they were.

t"hrej Sundays, but soon found they would not; be open

glad:to hiear of -a-Jesus, who'was a friend to. pubhcans,“
and ) to call the mghteous, but sumers to repentance.

hought. (says he).it might be doing the: service of } my.
Creator, who had-a motintain for his pulpit, and the heavens
for his. unding. board; -and who; when his gospel.,was refus-

A ,.%sent his servants: mto the lnorhways and 2

ore his first embarkation, for'Georgia, when- he-—-» -



46 . MEMOIRS OF THE )
The first: dxscovery of theu' bemg aﬁ'ected was to see
. the white -gutters. made by their tears,-which plentifally
fell down’ their black ‘cheeks, as they came out.of their
‘coal pifs. - Hundred and hundreds -of them were.soon
brought ‘under deep conv1ct10ns, ‘which, as the event pro-
‘¥ed; happily ended in a sound and thorough conversion,
“The change was-Visible to all; though numbers chose to
impute. it’ o any thing, mther than the finger of God.
As the scene was new, and I had just began to be an ex-
‘tempore preacher, it often occasioned many inward con-
-flicts. * Sometimes, when twenty thousand people were
“before me; ] had not, in my own apprehension,a word to
‘say, “either to God -or them. But.I never was totally
" deserted, and frequently (for to deny it would be lying
agamst God) so assisted, that-I knew: by happy experi-
‘ence, what.oar Lord meant by saying, “out of his belly
. shall flow rivers of livitg water.”” ~The open firma-
ment above me, the prospect of - the adjacent fields, with
the sight of thousands and thousands, some ‘in-coaches,
'some on-horseback, and some'in the trees; and at times

~ all affected and drenched in tears together, to which
_-sométimes was added the solemnity of the:approaching

‘eévening, was almost too much for, and- qmte oyercame
me, d

- Besides the. colhers, thousands of. all ranks came from
antol by some of wham he was invited to preach'in a
large: bowlmg -greén, in that city. The novelty of the
_sight.caused some to sneer, to see a stripling mount a ta-
“ble on what they termed unconsecrated ground. - But
God enabled him,: udmoved, to preach the gospel of
- Christ with power and success. From all quarters, peo-
ple flocked under great concern ‘about their - souls.
Sometimes he was' employed almost from morning to
{night, giving answers to those who came in greatdlstress,
crying out, “What shail I do-to be saved?” - More agsist-
ance was wanted “hetherefore wroté to Mr, John Wes-
‘ley, who-had’ never yet been'at Bristol, and: havmg re- |
ceived a favourable answer, recommended him®
brother, in the strongest manner, to-the p:
“‘nestly prayed that the Jast mlght be “firs i
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ziet finined to pursue the. scheme oft the orphau-house,
nd réturn again-to his retreat at Georgia. . -

Ir. Wesley being come, he took an: affectionate leave
of his friends at Bristol, and made a.second excursion to
Wales; where an awakenmg had begun some years be-
fore; - by the instrumentality of the Rev. Griffith Jones,
and|was now carried on by the ministry of Mr. Howel
Harris, a man of* energetic powers, great zeal, and ¢on-
siderable learning. They met at Cardiff. Travellmg
together, they preached from town to town, Mr. White- -
field in English and Mr. Harris afterwards in Welch, to. -
ma}‘ y thousands, meeting with much opposition, and
many - ‘threats; but were enabled to. bear all with pa-
tience and undaunted fortitude.

April 8. From Wales, he went to Glocestershire.
Herf: a church was allowed him for once or twice, but’
no more, However, he preached in Boothall, (the place
where the judges sit) andin his brother’s ﬁeld to nu-.
me ous congregations.* HIS deep concern for the salva-

*At the time of Mr. Whitefield’s preachmg in Gloucester,

. old Mr. Cole, a dissenting minister, used to say, ‘‘these are
the days of the Son of man indeed.” This Mr. Cole, Mr:

‘Whitefield, when a boy, was taught to ridicule. And being

asked once by one of his congregation, what business he

wo ldbe of! He said, “A minister; but he would take

care never to tell stones in the pulpit like old Cole:” A-

bout twelve years afterwards; the old man hearing him

preach, and tell some story to illustrate the subject he was

upop; and having been informed what he had before said,

made this remark to oné of his elders: I find that. ;young

W itefield can now tell stories, as well as old Cole.”” " He °

was much affected with Mr. Whitefield’s pr eaching, and so

) hu ible, that he used to subscribe himself his curate; and -
went about preaching after him in the country, from place to
pla e. - But one évening, whilst' preaching, he was struck
Wl ‘death, and then dsked for a chair'to lean on, till he con-

cloded. ,:hlS sérmon:  when_he was carried up stairs fe died. - .

M"

A Whitefield’s reflection upon this, is—“O Blessed God!,
ifitn

holy will, may my exit be like his!”
.. Wluteﬁeld’s telling stéries in the pulpit, somé
' Pe haps may find fault, but, besides that he had an uncoms
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-tion ‘of his countrymen;his.relatives and friends, (
. labouring under.:great . bodily. weakness).caused him
- “Gomaply-with~their: invitation to :preach at.Painswick,
“Chettonliam, 'Evesham, &c.-&c...&c. Wandering thus
-fromiplice toplace, standing ut-market erosses, in barns;
- ~and highways, conferring: not with. flesh and blood, when
+he-might -have lived at ease; ;pressing-on, through. evil
“aiidgood. report;: and -yet-he' was supported .and pre-
sgerved.® e ~ B
+April 21, Be'agdin went to. Oxford; to visit his.method-
tefriends; and in-a-few days came to:London, where
‘he attempted to-preach at {slington church, Mr. Stone-
“house;the minister, bhelnga friend to the ;methodists;
but in the midst of the prayers,: the church warden
~camejand forbade bis preaching inthe pulpit. - He might,
;perhaps, have insistéd on his right-to. preach, yet, for
~peace sake, he declined; -and-after the communion ser-
“vice'was-overyhe preached in-the church-yard.
‘Opportunities . of -preaching in the churches:-being
now denied him, and his preaching in the fields being
dttended’ with a remarkable blessing, he  judged it his
- duty-to go'on in this practice, and' ventured the follow-
_ing "Sunday, ‘April 29, iitoMoorfields, - Public notice
Thaving been-given, and the thing being new and singu-
~Tar,upon coming out of the. coach héfound an'incredi-
-ble number of. people assembled. . Many had told him,
“that-he should never:ccome again out.of that-place alive, |

N . RS ‘
-monfiind-of passages, propeéi enough-to -be thus told; and 2
peculiaritalent of telling ‘them; it was certainly a-mean .of
drawing-multitudes to hearhim; who would ot have sttend-
‘o theitriiths of the:gospel delivered in theordinary man:
..-ner. N

%Dui‘;i_,ngthis"gisitjnWales; he preached one day near thé cas-

- le at Carmarthen, from these words—« Tusn ye fo the strong

. holds, ye prisoners.of hope” A poor man by dffliction con:
i fined to his habitation; which was sitnated en’the river Givil-
ly,about.a milefrom the town; was left at home alone,while
~the rest of-bis family went ‘to hear Mr."W hitefield:" On
. their return he'said to them, “Dont. think T havé hesrd no-
»2‘“‘%‘,’ of the sermon: he told you there are strong holds. and
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fie went in, however, between: two of his friends, who-
by-the pressure of the crowd were soon.parted entirely
from Him, -and were abliged to leave him- to the mercy
of thie rabble. - But these, instedad of hurting him, form-
ed 4 lane for hii, and carried him -along. to the middle
of the fields, (where a table had been placed, whick
was broken in pieces by the crowd) and afterwards back
again to the wall that then parted’ the upper and lower
~E\10‘¢j fields; from whence he preached without molesta-

ion?,Tto an exceeding great multitude in the lower fields.
Fin_dﬁng- such encouragement, he went that same even-
ing  to Kennington-common, a large opén place, near-
three miles distant from London, where be preached to
a vast multitude, who were all attention, and behaved
with/ as much regularity and quietness as if they had
been in a church. s

|  CHAPTER V..

Fr#n his preaching in Moorficlds, &c. to his laying the »
- Joundation of the Orphan-house in Georgiu, 1740, )

_'FIOR' several months after this, Moorfields, Kenning-
ton-common, and Blackheath, were the chief scenes of
action; At a-moderaté computation, thé auditories of-
ten | consisted of -above TwenTY THOUsAND. It is said,
thelr singing conld be heard two miles off, and his voice
near a mile. Sometimés there were upwards of a hun-
dref coaches, besides waggons, scaffolds, and other con-
trivances, which particular persons let out for the con-"
venience of the audience. Having no other methed to "
take, he was obliged to'collect for the;orphan-house in
the fields, or not at all, which was humbling .to him and
his/friends who assisted him in that work. But the wil-
lin ruess with which the people gave, and the prayers
;W_thrlch‘ they put up upon throwing in their mites, were
yery encouraging. . In the mean while Mr. John Wes-

) le was labouring with great zeal at Bristol, and his

~
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‘brother, Mr. Charles, in London and. elsewhere; M,
‘Inghani-had been preaching in‘many churches in York-

- shire, Mr. Kinchin in Oxford, and Mr. Rogers in Bed-

" fordshire. - Thus ‘the seed sown was. gradually increas-

‘edy and-the embargo “which was now laid on the ship-
ping; gave. him leisure for more journeys through va-
rious-parts of England; and God was pleased to crown

his*labours with amazing success. :

‘Some demur happeniug in Bristol; he went-there for

. a few days, put Mr. John Wesley (who had- now made

gress in building the Kingswood school, and also had

i o' a room at Bristol) in full power, and took him a-
long with him, and introduced him as - a field preacher

at Gloucester and other places. Every where the word

- seemed to sink deeper and deeper into the hearts of
the hearers. Singing and praying was heard in Kings-
wood, instead of cursing and swearing; and io many
other places the fruits of righteousness evidently ap-
peared. S :

- Many-false reports were now spread abroad concern-
ing him.” Not a journey he could. make, but he was
either_killed or wounded, or died suddenly. Oune
groupdless fiction was continually invented after anoth-

. eryand the bishop of London laid hold of this occasion.
for publisliing ‘a-.charge to his.clergy to avoid the ex-
tremes -of enthusiasm and lukewarmness;  But amidst
these discouragements, he was not teft without the coun-
tenance and friendship of several persons. of ipflience.

- The embargo being taken off, and upwards. of & THOU-
sAND pounps collected for the orphan-house, he sailed
.the gecond time for America, August 14, 1739, with.a

.~family cousisting of eight men, one boy and two children,,

sides his friend Mr. Seward. . = o

- After a passagé:of nine weeks, he arrived at Phila-
delphid in'the beginning of November, and was imme-

- giately‘invited to preach in the churches, to which peo-
ple of all denominations thronged-as in England.* . From

, *“The effects produced in Philadelphia at this timo by the
dreaching of Mr. Whitefield, were truly astonishing.”. Num=

e
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theuce he was mwted to New York by Mr. Noble, the
only person with whom hehad an“acquaintance in’ that
city] ~Upon- ‘his arrival, they waited on the commissary;
but he refused him the use ' of his church. Mr. White-
'held therefore, preached in the fields, and ‘on the’ even-
ing of ‘the same: ‘day, to'a very thronged and attentive
audjence “in the Rev.'Mr. Pemberton’s meeting-house;
and|continued to do so twice or thrice'a day forabovea’
weelk, with apparent success. :

“On his way to and from Phllade]phm, he also preach- "
ed 'at-Elizabethtown, Maidenhead, Abington, Neshami-
ny, Burlmgton, and New Brunsmck, in the New Jeraeys,
to some thousands gathered  from various pirts, mong
whom there had been a considerable awakening,
instrumentahty of ‘a Mr. Frelinghuysen; a"Dutcl _
ister, and the Me%srs Tennents, Blair, and Rowland;*

be1 of almost all r"hglous denommaulons and many .ﬂxol ail
noconnection with any denommatmn were brnught fo iR
quue, with the utmost earnestness, what they should .do to
bew‘aved ‘Siich was the eagerness_ of the muttitude to disd -
tenjto sp1r1tua1 instruction, that there was ‘public.-wors hlp 1e-
gularly twice a day for a year; and on the’ Liord’’ day ‘was
celebrated: generally thrice, and frequently four times. - An’
aged man, deeply” interested in the scenes. which thenwere
itnessed;. and“who is still living, has informed the writer;
g 'ty (not'then-probably a third so large as it.now; is)
ontalned TWENTY-SIX Societies for social. prayer. “and reli-
ion conferences, and plobably there ‘were others- not
nown’ to’ him.’—Memoirs of Mrs. Hamzah rodge publzshcd
at’ Pinladelphm, 1806. : e
{'])urmg this visit to Philadelphia he" ‘preached freq htly “
after night from: the gallery of the’ ¢ourt house'in” Mark
street. So loud was his voice -at -that. tnne, that' it wasdis-
‘tnﬁctly heard on the. Jersey shor e, . and. so’ dlstmctf
his; speech, _,that every- word he sai ;

00‘ mumcated‘to the recorder of it, by a gentleman latcly e
. ce ed . )

: i'uly pxous aml eloquent man, bemg m_ ;
n the ‘Baptist: church, proclaimed the terrors of he.
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He had also the pleasure of meeting with the venera:
~ ble Mr. Tennent, as'well as his sons, and with Mr. Dick-
mson *: It was nq less pleasing than stfange to:him, to
see’ such\ gatherings in a’foreign land; -ministers and
peop]e shedding tedrs; sinners struck with awe;~dndige-
rious persons, who had been much run:down and despi:
“sed, filled with joy..- Meantime the arphan-house affairs
went on well. - The cargo brought from England, was
“sold for” their benefit. ~A vessel. was purchased, of
thich ‘captain Gladman was master; a young man, who
. had lately recelved serious impressions under Mr,

. divine law with such energy to those whove souls were ah ea-
' king under them, that a few fainted away. - On this
sion, however, his error was publlcly corrected, by the
Rev. Gllbert Tennent, who, standing at the foot'of- the pul-
" pit, and séeing the éffect prcduccd on the assemb]y, inter- .
rupted and arrested the preacher by this addressi—“Broth-
“er Rowland, is there 06 balm in Gilcadl—is there no-physi-
cian there!” Mr: Rowland, on this changed’ immediately
_the terrorof his address, anid sought to direct'to the Savmur,
thiose who were overwhelmed with a sense’ of their guilt:
_ but; before this bad taken place; numbers .were. carue(l ‘out
“ of the churchiin a state of insensibility.” . Thid..

*Mr. Tennent, and his brethren in presbytery,. mtend
" Vreeding up gracious youths for our Lord’s: vineyard, The
.place wherein the young men study now;is a log-house, a-
‘bout twenty feet long, and near as many broad, * From this
desplsed place, seven or eight worthy ministers of Jesus
- have been. sent forth, and a foundatwn is now laymnr for the
instruction of many others. The work; T'am pursuaded; is -
- gf God, and therefore will not come to’ nought.”—-Journals,
November 22,1739,
..»Fhe event has verified his judgment about this mstltutmn.
; now alarge college at Princeton, in New Jersey: and
* has’alréady_ had . many worthy pres1dents (some of whgse

. names_are well known in the learned world) such-as -Mr,

chklnSon, Mr. Burr,. Dr. Jonathan Edwards, Dr. Sainuel
Davies, Dr. ‘S Finley, Dr. Witherspoon , and'at’ present
- Samiel S.-Smith, by whose abilities, care and: act1v1ty, 1t 1s,
imderprovidence,in a-very ﬂoumhmn condition. : .
.--Dr. Wltherspoon dled 'on the 15th day of Novem r_, 1794
! +73d_year of his age. "And. the Rev. Dr. ;
- {unanupously chosen his ¢ suceessor, May, 6,1795..
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CHAPTER VI

Froim, hzsflaymg the foundatzon of his forphan-house in
: Gcorgw, ta hzs -arrivalin Entrlcmd 1741, -

pnsmgly "hcreased,_ 1
nths, he was. enab{ed o :pre

.‘Memozrws of- ‘Mrs'. H, Hodge.




mou it otherwwe then rodre and preached and came in-
1id: hlmselfalong upon two or three chairs. He
iot.doubt bat such a course ‘would so6n take him to
his esired rest.” Yet he had many delightful hours with
Messrs. Tennents, Blair, &e. - ““Night,” says he, “was”
it ‘were, “turned into day, when we rode _singing
thre_gh the ‘weods, - T:could 'not help recommendmg
thes meny wherever T _went, .in the ﬁtronges‘t

Ina Journal wntten hy Mr Wllham Sew Mr.
‘Whl efield’s companion in travelling) we have the 1low-
ing p: ar‘tu. 'lars belonging fo.this period.
ril 9, 1740. . Mr. Whitefield proposed my gqmg
gland upon several ;important affairs,” particularly
- Hutchins to take ‘care ‘of the orphan- -
ce;ito acquamt the trustees of Géorgia. -
: .ihe colony,.and the means-under-God, -
et qstabhshment theréol;:it heing:now. uphel
vholly by the soldiery and orphan -hbuse, most
whe are . ‘uriconcerned in either; being. gon:
,"The ’px-oper means are principally three;
owance of negroes. -2..A:free title 1o the -
An: mdependent magistracy, viz. sach:as;
willing +to sérve without fe e or réward. . .;My
ness withthe trustees will be farther, to brmg OVEF..
‘vthe oney lodged in their hands for building the church
“at'Savannah. Ia‘:m, moreover,.to collect ‘sub r;phons
' ro school in Pennsylvania; where MriW
i gtake updand in order tn settle
ptlon of such English friends, Whnse
line'to ‘comre and settle there.” .~

Aprl 13, iMr, "Fennent informed. us of Lhefgr_




n the people’s minds
ink on what foundation
ward.reformation -has. been vnslbl'e Many
have been quickened ‘in;; thelr zeal to preach
season -and out ‘of’ ceason Congregatlons
d,-and some: fewit is hoped; will-be. brought

through thelr -conv lctlons, into. a- sound and savmg con-

version.”

Al 14. Mr Jones the Baphst m:mster, to]d us of
. 4o other ministers; - Mr. Treat. and Mr. Morgan, who
~ were, so-affected with ‘Mr. Whitefield’s _spirit; - that the
litter had gone forth preachmg the” glad. tidings .of
_salvation towards the sea-coast in - -the Jerseys, and. ma-
n er places which lay in darkness and . the shadow

‘, i sfi,st-mg
- upon it, he- stood up: and eaad “I speak the tru b m_ Christ,
Tl not unless you, répent, you will all be damned.”—

i pected ipeech broke up J:he club rhich has
since.” - . |

“Apml 22. Agneed w:t'h Mr Allen-for. ﬁve hio
- &cres of jandon the forks of Delaware)sat
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; veyance to be made to Mr. Wh:teﬁe]d
signed to me, as-security-for my. ad'fan-
ey. —Mr. Whitefield proposes to.give or- -

-~ ders {for building the negro-echool on the purchased -
“land’, before he leaves the province.”

Bk Apnl 24. Came to Christopher ngner’s plantatmn, _
i
| Where the: famous Mr. Spalemburg resided ]ately

Skippack, where many Dutch people are settled, and

was surprising to- see such a multitude_of people gath-
ered together in such a wilderness country, thirty miles

distapt from Philadelphia.—Mr. Whitefield was exceed-

ingly| carried out in his sermon, to press poor sinners to
come to Christ by faith, and claim all their privileges;
viz./not only rwhteoucness and peace, but joy in the
Holy ‘Ghost; and after he had done, our dear friend, Pe:
ter Eolxler, preached in Dutch, to those who could not

-understand Mr. Whitefield in Enghsh » : =
‘“Before' Mr. Whitefield left Philadelphia, he de-
sired(to visit one-who was under a deep sens

from[hearing him preach.  And .n praymg’wﬁh-thls
pers n, he was so carried beyond himself, that the:whole
company (which were about twenty) scemed to. be filled .
with [the Holy -Ghost, and magnified the Gad of heaven.”

“April 25. Rose'at three o’clock: and though Mr.

Whitefield was: very weak in body, -yet the Lord ena-
bled [him' to ride near fifty miles, and to-preach to aliout
ﬁvel' housand \people at Amwell, with the same power
as usuali—~Mr. Gilbert Tennent, ‘Mr. Rowland, Mr.
Wales,- and’ Mr Campbell four godly ministers. met us

3 heIE.”
“April 26. " Came to New Brunswnck-—Met Mr: No-

ble from New Yoik, a zealous promoter of our Lord’s
kmgr]om . He said /their society at New York was
incréased from seventy to one hundred and seventy, and
was ddily increasing; and that Messrs. Gilbert and Wil- -
lmm Tennent, Mf. Rowland and se~eral others, were
- bard 1 dbOUl'eI‘b in our Lord’s vineyard.””"

‘Apnl/QS‘th Had a mest affectionate partmv with

dear-Mr. Whitefield, and our other brethren.”
he rest of 'Mr. qeward’s journal was written mostly
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_* during his passage to England, where.hézarrived June
- 195 and. “with -which:it-concludes. :M
the: nevg .edition of his- Journals, 175b observes: “Apnl
28, 1740, This-was the last time I saw my- ‘worthy
_'fnend for before my return to England; he was enter-
"ed. into his rest, having left: behind a. glorious testimony
of ‘the tmnaformmg e(ﬁcacy of everlasting grace. - This
hath also been.the happy case of his brother BenJ-lmm,
who ]fuely finished his course with joy.” -
.~ With great joy Mr, Whitefield ‘again arrived at Sa-
"-vannah;June 5, brmgmg in money. and provisions, more
- than, ﬁve hundred pounds sterling; and to his great-en-
;fcoqragement the minds of many were wonderfully im-
“‘pressed;-and. there evidently @appeared. the strongest
_marks of the divine blessing on the undertaking: - His
.family-was now increased to one hundred and fifty, and
hisfriends believing. the wark to be of God, contmued
Iy to assist-him. -
gh he was now very weak in body, yet . the cry
rious” ‘quarters for more.preaching, and the ne-
ity-of supplying so large a family, made him: go. again
o:‘Charleston, where,. as well as at ‘many otlier: towns,
the people thronged: .-Charleston was.the place. of. hlS
Ad greatest success;and of the ‘greatest.opposition. . The com-
\ gmlsswry thundered  anathemas, and wrote agamst him,
£but.all in vain; -for his ‘followers and success stxll .more
d.more mcre'tsed He preached twice almost:every
1. day.to great . crowds, in. the ]rdependent -and © Baptist
“meeeting-houses; besndes expounding in-the evening in
4 merchants ‘houses. " Thus: he went on- successfully,
though often ready to die with- excessive heat. . -
.. At-the end. of August, having. received. létters of -in-
- vitation..from  the. Rev Dr.Colman- and Mr.:Cooper,
_ministers in-Boston; ‘and. Jonging to see the:descendants
_ ofthe. good oid Pumtans, and their seats of - earning, he ‘
sailed.in-the Orphan-house sloop.for New Ei gland in
y with several Charleston " friends; and=arrived
. at Rhode Island, September 14. - Here he ‘was. visited
. (among-others) by the Rev. Mr. Clap, a: -yery. venera- |
ble and aged diss entmg minister; (in- whom ‘he ught
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he saw what mannerof ‘men.thé old Puritans were) ‘who
procured him ‘the church, in:which he préached twice'a .
day, to numerous and deéply "affected auditories. ~
“This was a good entrance’into New England, and be-
fore he got to Boston his encouragement increased; for
being met ten miles from that city by ‘thie governor's '
son, and a- train of thie clergy and principal inhabit-
dnts, ;they conducted him to Mr. St—nf-—rd’s, brother._
in-law [to Dr. Colman, who, with {Mr. Cooper:and oth: :
ers, came and joined in prayer. - .. K R
Jondthan Belcher, Esq. was then governor of the Mas-
sachusetts colony, and Josiah Willard secretary. Both’
these [gentlemen were his sincere friends: so ‘were ‘the .
ministers, Messrs. Webb, Foxcraft, Prince, -Dr. Sewall, -
Gee; &c.. To avoid, however, giving any just offence, .
he went to the English church; but not being permitted
to preach therein, he began at Dr. Colman’s meeting- .
house,land then in all the rest, and sometimes on the
COmn’l:n.‘ N K T R
The governor, the secretary, and several of the coun-
cil, ggFerally attended, treating him with the greatest

monly called the apostle of the Indians, at Roxbury, said,
“it was Puritanism revived.” And Dr. Colman saidy
“that it was the happiest day he ever saw in his life” -
Helpreached also at many other places, to great mul-- -
titudes of people. The gentlemen of the greatest re-

havinj preached-sixteen times, and rode one hundred -
and seventy miles, he returned to Boston, October 6.

. He;-F the congregations were still increased, and -his
labours were crowned with increasing success. At his
farewel sermon, it was supposed there were near TWENTY
THOUSWND people. He received a great number of let-:: =

were {adily made for the orphans: and, in about a week, ' ‘

ters',‘ £ d could have spent whole days in conversing with:
these that:came to him under soul concern. . Ministers

and St dents attendéd, and even little children were im-
Pressed.-. The contributions for the orphans amounted-

t°’.’3:e}f five hundred pounds sterling.

respect. Old Mr. Walter, successor to Mr; Elliot, com-. - .

pute had their “houses open in every place; ‘collections. i
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* nest-desire to see the Re
" ‘ceive from the. mouth‘of

MEMOIRS OF THE

He next went to . N orthampton, " having an eaix
v. Jonathan Edwards, and to re-
1t eminent divine, an aceount
of a reimarkable conversion there. At every place on
the road pulpits were open, ‘and a divine unctxon attend-

x

- ed his preaching. - -

At Northampton, when he came to remiiid them of

what God had formerly done for them, it was like put::

ting fire to tinder. Both ministers and people were
much moved; as were the children of the family, at an
exhortation which their father desired Mr. Whitefield
to give them.

After leaving NorthamptOn, he preached in every
town to large and affécted congregations. And October

-3, reached Newhaven,* where he was affectionately
- received by Mr. Pierpont, brother-in-law to Mr. Jonathan

Edwards, and had the pleasure of seeing his friend Mr;
Nobleé, of New York, who brought him letters from

Géorgia. It being assemb]y time, and thé governor and

burgesses then. snttmg, he stayed till Lord’s-day, and had

. ¥The attentmn of the people in general wag greatly awa:
kened upon héaring the fame of him, that there was:a rémarlk-
able preacher from England travelling through the country.
The-peoble flocked to hear him when he came to Newhaven:
Some' travelled twenty miles out of the country to hear
him.. The assemblies were crowded, and remarkably at:
tentive; people appeared generally to approve; and their

- conversation turned chiefly about him and ' his preachlng.
Some disapproved - of several things which hé . advanced;’

which occasioned considerable disputes. I heard him when
ke preached in public, and when he expounded in privatein

the eventng; and highly approved of him,and was somewhat |
impressed by what he said in public and in private. He

preached dgainst mixed dancing and frolicking of males and

_females together; which practice was then very common in
:New England: This offended some, especially young peo-

ple.” ‘But I remember I justified him in this in my own mind;
and in conversation. yith those who were disposed .to con-
demn him: Thls was in Octobe?, 1740, when I had entered

on my last yéar in_Collége.~See .Mémozrs qf Dri Samuel
Hopkms.

~

'




the pl asure. o
pnva
“thanks )
On'LMonday mornmg rd;’ and preached
withldsual sucéess at Milfor -Stratford Fairfield, New-
ark, and Stanford, where he was- vmted by some mlm ;
tersu der deep concern. :
This was on the borders of New York provmce, intg -
which he now again entered, and preached at Ryeand
King's-bridge, on his way o the city of -New- York, "~ .

where he arrived October 30: - - Heie for three days sue-
cessnvEy, and afterwards at Staten Island, Newark, and

Baskepridge, his preaching -appeared to be attended
with miore -success than. ever. At Trenton he had.a .
long conference. with some ministérs, abont Mr. Gilbert
Tennent’s complying with an invitation to'go and preach
in Ng England. - After prayer, and. considering- the
arguments both for and against this proposal, they.
thought it best he should go; which, however diffident’ of:
himself, he was. persuaded to ‘do. ~ And his-minisirations
were ttendéd with an extra.ordmary blessing 1o multx—
tudes ras‘ particularly narrated elsewhere® = -

'What sort of reception' Mr. Whitefield- had in New
_ England; will farther ‘appear from the following letters

of s minent ministers of - Boston, and adjacent

WS pubhshed by the Rev. Josiah Stmth of Charles-» e
) ,ff__the South Carolma Gazette- _ _ P

*be Prmée s Chrlstla,n Hlstory 01, Hlstoncal Conec-
tions! (}f thie Success of the Gospel Vul i where the facts
are set down in the order of time. "~

~.Abqut this time Mr. Whitefield wrote his letter tQ some
ohurc members of the Presbytenan persuasion, .in answe:
to Cerlain scruples and queries which thevy had proposed
See rlcs, Vol. .. .




our expectatlons
more, and My P,

»d; and: exceeded, o y'only in: hlS zealous
gboundmg labours, ‘but in"the command of
e’hearts and affegtions of 'his’ liearers. ~‘He'hasibeen
ceived. here 'as an angel of“God, and a servant of Je-
rist, L hope this-visit to us wﬂl be of very great
nd beneht to “ministers'and people. He has found
heart and mouth much’ opened-to speak’ freely and
dlyto” us, and he finds it received with joy.”

By the same greotleman . ‘ 4
“NoVEMBER-.:ZS, »1740'

» Re'u and. Duzr Szr, ,
MR WHITFFIELD left us seven weeks ago; ' the
ek we heard of him in. Philadelphia. "I hear
much.of th'e p’re_seri‘ ot God 15 thh him. He. has
] 5 . .- Our-peo-
di~low, old and young, are very swift to hear:
8 ellént meekness of Mr. thteﬁeld’s answer to
-*_ the Querists, will honour him to you oo

Another wrntes thus: i

R

OCTOBER 22 1740
“THOUGH it is always a‘singular- pleasure tome: to
JXear from you, yet your two letters by Mr. Whitefield,
“had a new. circumstance of pleasure from the dear hand
hat presénted-them. T perceive you was - xmpatlent to
- know ‘what"sort of entering in he had amongus.. We
,(mmlaters, rulers, and people) geperall iceiv 3
: ngel of. God When he preached his:fax

5, alf & moderate computdtlon Wc -are abundant]y
-cotivinced; that you spoke the. words of truth and sober-
ness in: your sermon relating-to him.  Such: a power and
‘presence of God with a preacher, 4nd in -
semblies, I never saw :before; but I would )




Géorg ia.
any w bcre, than the txret man among us. Our
‘has shewed him the highest respeet, carfied hi ,
_coach from place to place; and. could not help followlug i
‘him fifty miles out of town. ~ I hope the religion ofthe

count}‘y will fare the better for the impressions le i
him."| . _

. T1 e same geutleman wrltes

“DECEMBER Q,-1'740

4The man gre’ttl) beloved, I suppose, may be with
you qelore now. I'hat his vxsnt here will be esteemed -
a distinguished mercy of. heaven by many, I am well*
satisfled. Every day. gives me fresh proofs of €t
spealfmg in bim. . A small set of geéntleme
when they saw the affections of the peo
under his preaching, would attribute it only
of 80 nd gestures. ~But the impressions on many are §6
lasu g, and have been:so: transformmg, as to carry plain
SI"‘n tures of ‘a divine hand going along with him.” :
1(\ ’

A other gentlemau writes:

NOVEMBE.B.] 1740
. Mr. Whlteheld w1th

“I recexved yours, by tbe R
whom I.coveted a great deal re prlvate conversatlon

than 1 had opportunity for, by reason of the throngs of
‘peo' e almost ~perpetually with _him. But he appears -

“be full of ‘the love of ‘God; and fired with an extraor-
eal for the cause of Chrlst and a ﬁghes himself
he most mdefdtlgable dlllge /) that-ever:was
among us, for the -prometing t e good of-s

his heart his hands, seem:to be fiill of his
Hm ‘discourses, especxally ‘when he
vare very entertaining.




éar chained to
‘many awaken-
oushess excited,
SS, moTe é passions,is wonderful,
nd'beyond what een, “I'think-I-can truly
-say, that his preaching has’quickéned me, and T believe -
- .. it'has many others besides;as well as the people, - Sev-
" eral-of my"éqck,' especially the”younger sort, have been
* . brought under convictions by his preaching; and there,
- igthis remarkable amongst them; of the good efect of
S reaching; that the word preaclied now by us, seems
more precious to-them, and comes with nore power upon
“them. My prayer for him-is, that his precious life
“miy be lengthened out, and that'he may be an instra-
' ment of reviving dying religion in all places whitherso-
ever he comes; who'teems to be wonderfully fitted for,

s well'as spirited to it.” -

~Saturday, November 8,. Mr. Whitefield came-back to
*+-=Philadelphia;and preached.to several thousands, in a
ouse built for the purpose, tvice a day, till November
“ 17, when:he ‘again left thal city; -and on the 22d of the
samg smonth; he got to Bohemia; in Maryland; from
whience he ‘went to Rhode Island, ' L
-~ December 21, he:set sail for Charleston, in Seuth
Carolina, and here he makes-the following remark: “It
is now. the_ seventy-fifth day, since 1 arrived at Rhode
- Island. - My body was then weak, but the Lord has
* y much” renewed its strength. 1 have -been enabled to
? preach, I think, an hundred and seventy-five times in pub-.
lic, besides. exhorting tently in private. .1 have
i travelled upwards of “eight hundred miles, and gotten up-
wards of seven hundred pounds sterling, in goods; provis
"\ ions, and.money, for the Georgia orphans.- Never di
1 petform my journeys with so little fatigue, or dee such
a continuance of the divine presence in the congrega-
tipnls”towhoml have preached. Praise the Lord, O my
_Aftera pleasant passage of eight or nine days, he ar-
rived on the 14th of December at the . brphanhouse;
leaving Mr. Jonathan Barber superintendant of the spir

vl
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ltual
ter spendmg a very hapy
he ‘sef off ‘again for Chiarl
ry 3,(1741; and on the 16th:
He amved ‘Maieh 11,at Fa
don, and preached the Sunday followmg at Kenmng—

toi: c mmon.
f . ) )

nt on board for England.

'CHAPTER VIL

ﬂFronﬁa his arrival in Enotaml in the year 1741, o has

“leaving Scotland tlze same year.

HE now found himself in a new: and unexpected sif-"
natx&r , on-account of having wrilten two Yetters against’

. The whole Duty of Man, and ﬁnhbzshop Tillotson. ' This

gave great oﬂ"encc to many; ahd he says, “Mr. J. Wes-

ley, some how or other, had been prevailed oi to preach

and priat in favour.of periectwn, and um{versal redemip-
tion; |and very strongly against election, 4 doctrine

whicl} I thought,’and do now “be lieve, was taught me of -

Godjtherefore could not possibly recede from. - Instead; -

uf ha ing - thousands to attend me, scarce one of my

spirit al children came to see me from inorning to nght

Once, st Kenmngton cotamon, -f-had not: above al hun-

dred |to hear nie. It would ‘have melted. any heart
to. have ‘heard Mr. CharlesWesley and me weep--
ing' a ter prayer, ‘that,. if -possible, the breach niight

‘b p_evented _Once I preached in the Foundery,

) the_'

(a pl cé -which Mr. John Wesley had procured in my.
absen ce) .on Gf\]atnns iii. but' was suffered to preach
reino more. * All my work:was to begin again, . One
| was exceedmgly refreshed in reading Beza’s Life' i
of C: vin, wherein were these words? “Calvm is, tumed"” "

buth, rode post.to Lon--



i as-demed preachmg m the house I had ﬁmnds
,__ed A b‘ ach ensueds’”" ‘

*.Ahout tlns tlme, he ended at the parha.men house to
gwe‘mformatlon coucermng ‘the state of the colony in Geor-

1The” Rev. J obn Cenmck was one ‘of Mr. Whlteﬁeld’

~most popular and_useful fellow-labourérs, = He -possessed a

“sweeét SImPhclty ‘of spirit; with an ardent zealin ‘the_ cause

.;of ‘hig' Divine-Master.. On the 4th of July, 1755, his happy
“spirittook its ﬂlght to the mansions of bliss, to enjoy, through
‘eternal ages, uninterr upted communion and fellowship with
a triune-Jehovah, reconciled in‘ Chnst Jesus, after he had
passed alife of tlnrty-ﬁve years; m this world of sin and sor-
TOW.

. Mr: Cennick was rather below the. middle stamre, of a
fair countenance, but of a fairermind. A-good undefstand-

-/ ing, 4n open temper, and - tender.heart characterised - the

" man. “His christian qualities were not less dlstmgulshable.

“If unaffected humility, deadness to the world, alife of com-
iion - “with God, anda cheerful reliance ou-a’crucified
: Savmu'r, coristitute the real christian; he was one-in-an emi~

“net dégree: “Nor were the evxdences of his-call to the min-
-istry ‘less striking. Few ministers: have felt'a warmer love
to Jesus Christ} few were more unwearied in preaching his
gospel;. few triunphed more in his cross, or suffered ‘movre
patiently in his cause. As tv success ‘in his Tabours, perhaps
there was not one'in his day; except Mr. Whitefield; more
hlghly honoured :in this. pa.rtlculal *Tis true, ‘his 1anglfage

' “'was not with the enticing words of man’s wisdom; yet his

- hearts:of thousands. : Tli

-doctrine and address were powerful, and found access to'the
ospel'he so dlllgently and faith-
fully. dlspensed was the d of his  own s6dl.” He drank
. deeply of the cup of Te s'pleasures. Iis altar-was not -
“to an unknown God., he exalted not a’ Saviour whose virtués
‘be had neverproved; he pointed not to: a.Spirit, underwhose
-almighty” influence 'he had not lived;- he directed-not to.4
‘heaven, the ‘happiness of ‘which hé had notanticipated. . ‘His
career. was short;: but if-life may -be estimated; by om-
jaritive:quantity of good produced in it, then thxs truly ag-
e, spiritual;-and useful man, may be. said to have llved to
goodiold age. -
- 'Where, onth
‘ befaunﬂ,

ide: heaven, ‘can a mare enwable person
hose mind is thus, furnrshed; whose souh




'wood d estabhshed a school there. A :
several other pla%es, they. preached to. very large &
congx‘egatmn in the same manner as he’ ha

. The weather: not permlttmg to preach in Moorﬁelds;

' some free- -grace dissenters procured the Iodn of a pie:

Cof gre nd, and built a large. temporary. shed which he
calléd a tabernacle.. A fresh awakening lmmedla’cely :
began, Congrggatlons grew exceedingly large, and at
the p ople s desire he sent for Messrs: Lennlck Harrls,

' Seagrave, Humphries, &c. to agsist.

... Fresh doors were now opened to him, and many invi-
tatlo s-sent him from places where hé had never been.
At o common near Braintree, in Essex, upwards of TEN .
“THOUSAND pérsons: attended. - At Halstead, Dedham,
Copleshall, Wethersfields, Colchester;: Bury, and Ips.
wich), the cougregatlons were very large and much af
fected.*

- Al{ this perlod also, he was'strongly solicited to vnsxt
‘Scot}and ‘He therefore went from London to Leith,

where he arrived July 30,1741, Here he was most
,cord ally received by several persons -of dlstmctlon,

.

is th is enrlched "whose lips thus drop sweetness, whose hfe
-is thys devoted; whose services are thus'crowned, and whase-
.. death is. thus blesse:f1 _He may net haye 'moved in the cir-
.. clés of the great; he may not have ranked with charactéis of
literary fame; he may not ‘be- able to trace' his pedigree
o thro gh famlhes ‘of ‘noble blood; he may not- have soared’on
‘the wings of philosophic pursuis; but he “has pierce the
clo Ks, he has explored the celestial relrlons, he has p
ed its delicious fruits, and invited us to arise and posse
| land}  ¢O my, soul, come thou into his. secret, into his"
- sembly mine honour be thou united!”—See L@fe of the Rev.
Johy, Cennick,, by the Rev Matthew Wilks,. pre_ﬁmed to his Ser-
-non,

g K Sweet was the conversatwn I had wnth» several mxms-

ters of Christ.” But our own clergy grew more and more shy,. &
: they knew I was a calvmlst, though no dou.bt our afe. -
"alvmlstlcal.” ‘M. S




y er he preached in the orphan housé park*‘ (ﬁe]d
j ing 0o nove]ty in*$cotland) to a- -very large
it Kirk, i

teti ditory; also in the
h. - Reéturning te

' sand ‘“to. dlscourse, ‘and to set him rlght a-:

reh - govemment ‘and the solemn league’ and
" Mry Whitéfield told them, they might save

I 'lﬂé for he had o scrnp]e about 1t,

i

) Several rephedg that every ‘pin of the tabernacle Was
-precious. . He' answered, that in every bmlding,\there

. weré outsidé and inside workmen?. that the “outside at

. present was his province, and if they were called to the
. other, they might proceed in_their own way, and he

. would in'his. ‘When required o preach only for them, .
he ‘asked, why only for them? Mr. Ralph Erskine said,

“They were the' Lord’s people.” He then asked, were |
no others the Lord’s people? If not; and ‘Gthers were
the devil’s people, they had more need to be _preached

o that -all. ‘places were alike {o him; and that -if the
P e.,hlmself would lend him his pu]pxt, he would gtad-
y - proclaim’in it the rxghteouSness of the Lord Jesus :

"ﬁéld retlred very thoughtful to his closet; and af-;
eachmg in the ﬁe]ds, aat down.and dlned w1th the‘

gentleman after havmg heard Mr Whlteﬁeld -preacb
‘ ;orphan-house park;. was. met 'in his way home by an
eminent minister, under,whom he usually sat, and 1
pressed..grea urprise that he should go, to hear such
‘ y’gave him thisanswer; “Sir,” said'h
! ou, 1'am planting tFées all the time; but d
whole of Mr. Whj gﬁe]d’s sermon, Tuever: got tl rie 4

b1




0 “were not dlsappomted .in the ‘event,
 Thit e returned, after. preachmg ‘at Innerkeithing

d ‘the Queenq Ferry, ‘aiid” continued” preachmO‘ al-
way“ wice; often’thrice, and ‘once seven. times a:day,
for some weeks. toget‘)er The churches ‘Wwere ‘open, but
not 'befng able to hold half the conwregwtlons, he '
préached twice a day. in the orphan-house
1y thousands. ' Muny of the highest rank constant-
ly attended - 'md at some of their, houses he expound«
ed every evening, with wonderful success. " Every day,
almost, there were new evidences of the success of hisg
lahours. . Numbers of ministersi and students came ta
liear ]um, andvaged, experienced. chmst:ans told. him, _
they could set their seal to what he preached

A

CHAPTER VIIL e

city in the year 1742,

HAVING preached in most of the principal cmes and
" towns, and " collected above FIVE HUNDRED FPOUNDS in
money and'goods, for his orphans, he left Edinburgh in
the atter énd of October, 1741, to go through' Wales,:in

y to London. ‘Notwnthﬁtandlng hé met withun-
precq‘dented opposition from: the. clergy of th -‘-estab-
lished church in general, and -many- of -the more: rigid
Pres#ytenans in this tour to Scotland, yet many:of the’
grea est uumsters of every denommatnon eepous'e hi

’no- hlS partlcular friends were ‘the marquls of Lo-
lie Earl of_Levan, Lord Rae, Lady Mary Hamilton,

=5,

Letteﬁ s from August

ecember, 17¢

Froﬁ Ins Iea,mnb Edmburgh 1741; to kis return to that

Lady/Frances Gardner, Lady Jane Nimmo, Lady Dlrleton.

ulally the Rev. "My, Wilson of Maxton.-—See Letv ‘




cau«e, and gave honourab testlmon of ]
conduct, and the wonderful eﬂ'ects ‘of _his’ mmlstratlons
wherever he went.. . ~
. At Abergavenny,. in Wales, in consequence of a for-
mer ; resolution; he - married Mts, James, a widow be-
tween thirty and. forty years of age,. whose maiden name
Elizabeth: Bumwell and. of whom,. he .says; “she
‘been 1. housekeeper, many years; once gay, but for
three years: last past, a despised: follower of the Lamb
of God.” .. Erom: Abero-avenny, he went to Bristol, where
he preached twice aday with his usual’success.
~.::Upon-returning. to- London, in' the. begmnmg of De-
ber, he received: letters from Georgm of rather an
utipleasarit nature; respecting their exterhal affairs. On
the other. hand, he had most comfortable accounts of the
,fmlts of his. mmlshy in Scotland; which made hlm think
of 3] :paying another visit in the spring. ..
. At Gloucester, Painswick, Stroud, and Tewksbury, he
+found ‘many who were the.seals of his ministry, and the
~ people more and more desirous to hear. The churches
4dtPainswick were.opened to him; where he preached
but still continued to preach thhout doors to vast multi-

who.had died .in the- Lord, he wrxtes “We shall never
know what good field preachmg hath done; till we. come
ment. . Many who were prejudlced against..me,
t be of anpther mmd and this shews me.

+latter end of December. he came to antol,
continued near a month, preachmg twice eve-
;-and writing to his friends in London and:Scot-
g From Bristol he returned to Gloucester, where
.Femained some. time. o

' On his'way to London, February 23, ne receiye
 ters-fro merica, mformmg him of the- remark.ible

P 3 Ry

is exemplary :

tudes. In writing to_a friend, after hearmg of several.



i:eai a,lJld success,. 1f possnble, than ever. He thus writes
to.a brother. V“Aprll 6, 1742." Our Saviour is domg
great; things .in London daily: I'rejoice -to hear .that
you are: ‘helped.in ;your-work: Let.this, .encourage you:
go on, go on;-the. more,we- do, the. more we may.do for
Jesus : sleep .and. eat.but; ittle, and am:constantly. em-
ployed from morning-till miduight; ard yet my str ngth
1s dallw renewed.. 0, free: Grace! It fires my.soul, and
makes. me long to.do something for -Jesus. 1t is true, o
mdeea 1 want to go:home; but here are so many souls
ready to perish for lack.of knowledge, that Lam: willing

to! targ‘ below as long as my master has.work for me:” -

‘From this principle of compassion to p&rishing -sot
he now ventured to take.a.very. extraordmax;y step.
~ had.been the custom for. many years past, in. the: hohd
~ seasons, to erect’ booths in Moorfields for: ‘players,' m

tebanks, puppet: shews, &c..which were attended
morning till night, by. indumerable multitudes of: the
“er sort of people: ‘He: determined to -erect : the gos
standard among thiem; and executed it. - Qn Whit-Mon%,

day, t 51X o'clock in the morning, attended by:a 1; ge o
 congregation of praying people, he began.. The my L
tudes tho‘ had assembled for:their ;usual dtversxons 2
vﬂonked round him.

11, merry andrew was’ trumpetmg 1o them, ar
erving him: mount 2 stand on the other side cofthe
field; |deserted, hifa and. flocked o hedr the. gospe
s enraged the 'keepers of the booths;iwhoha
ken twenty or' thirty pounds less that day than
- thatwhen he preached again in the evemng i
midst| of the sermon, a merry-andfé ing oil‘a-man’s
'shoul 1ers, advanced near his stand é‘%d.”attempted to
slash ' him_ with 4 heavy whip. Soon afterwards, they
. ecruntmg—sergeant -with his drums, &c, §
h the. congregation; "Mr.. Whitefield ed. -,
ple to make way for the kmg s officer, whxch wa#




.quxebly done. These eﬁ"orts fallmg, a'large Body on
the opposite side, . hawng got a great pole for thew |
standard, advanced with .the sound of a drum, ing -
very threal' ing taoner, to the skirts of the con-
gregatlo ncommon courage .was given both to
. preacher and hearers, who prayed for support and de-
. ance, for; by some accident, they quarrelled among
elves, threw down their staff; and went their way..
Whitefield says; “I cannot help adding’ that several
. boys and girls, who were fond of sitting round me
y. stand while I preached, and handmg to me peo-

- ; t'me I was- struck turned ‘up their
little weeping éyes; and seemed to w15h they could re-
ceive the blows for mé:- God made them, in their.grow-
ars, great and living mattyrs for hnm, who out of
nouths of babes and sucklings perfects praise.”
. Whitefield - continued in prayer, preaching, and
ging; (for the noise was too great at times to preach)
it three hours,”, He then retired to thé tabernagle,
‘thotsands: flocked:  “We were detérmined,”: ‘says
o pray down thé booths; but blessed be God niore
ial work was done. Ata moderate compﬂtatlon,
believe, a THOUSAND NOTES from. persons
03 and §oon aﬂer, up"_ )
ved into the society i ¥
lived together without marnage
changed his wife for another, and give
ings-in exchange. . Numbers, that seeméd as
have been bred up for Tyburn, were at that
: .tupe plucked as ﬁre—brands out of the- burmng o




Ll :~ CHAPTER IX,

i"ﬁm hzs arrzvdl in Scotland n 1742, to hzs retum to
’ s Londan the same year.

SO()N after thls, be embarked a second tlme
Scot]and and arrived at Leith, June 3, 1742, He: A
;ecelved by ‘great numbers, and_ sone persons of dis:
-tinctxon, with much joy; and bad the satisfaction of see:
ing and hearing ‘more and more of the happy fru
his’ m[imstry The opposition from the seceders g)
more yiolent than ever. But no’thmg moved by the b
‘otry ‘of good, or thie malice of: w icked men, he con

‘ued tg préach twice a day at Edinburgh, as usual, i
hospital ~park where a number of seats and sha
the forim of an amphltheatre. were erected for the

comn odfxtlon of his hearers.

'flng a G]asgow The last of these. exerm
at"dipe “at night, contmumg tlll eleve ,
he‘chserved such a commotion among: p

“had Inever seeii in Amemca Mr. M’Culloch
after him, till past gue in the morning; and even- then

they cou]d hardly persuade the people to depaﬂ;

“verted-unto God A brae, or hlll ‘near the manse at

uslang, seemed to be formed by Proyiden -
mg a large congregatlon People sat unweariéd
0 in the mormng, to hear sermons, dlsregardmg

o
vy
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- the weather, You could scarce’ walk a yard but you
must tread upon some, either rejoicing in God for mer-
cies received, or crying out for more, Thousands and
thousands bave I seen; before it was possible to catch it
by sympathy, melted down under the word and power of
God. At the celebration of the holy communion, their
Jjoy. was so great] that, at'the desire of:many, both minis-
and - people, in imitation of Hezekiah’s passover,
bad month or two afterwards, a second; which
rendezvous ‘of the people of God. “The
le was in the field; three tents, at proper
urrounded with a multltude of hearers;
ministers” attending to preach and assist,
‘al enllvemng and enlivened by one another.” .
esides Glasgow and Cambuslang, it is really won-
to-think, how many other places in the west of
dnd” he vmted within a few weeks, preaching at,
ry one of them. He was sonietimes taken: ill, and
‘fﬂends thought he was going off; “but, in the pul-
Y S: he) the Lord out of weakneﬂs, makes .me to
strong, and causes me to triumph. more and fore.”
vhien he retired fora day or two,\st was en purpose:
rite Jetters, and prepare pieces for the press; .
Wh he was at Edipburgh, he réceived accounts &hat
ds had landed at Geovgla, and of the remo-
f omthence, ‘He lmmedlately wrote a
ing epistle to the honourable Mr. Ha-
which he said, “I long to be with you—
) s, would wdhngly be found at - the head of
yo j,.kneell g and praying, though a Spaniard’s sword
uld be: put to my throat,” Ina few weeks after, he’
the enemy were repulsed, and his family re-
afety to Bethesda.* . - About the end of Octo-
ft ‘Scotiand, and rode post.to London Wheref
in abou __.give days " ,

*The m nner in which the Spamards were repulsed w1th

B remark ‘the kindness of Providence to the cplon
beseé extract of general Oglethorpe S proc

xo_ a thanksglvmg, in Letter 502, .. =




[ cuApTER %.

From hzs arrzwl n London, in the year 1742\“{0 hw em- .
i ' barkmg for .Hmerzca, 144, W S

" ON|'Mr. Whlteﬁeld’s arrival in London, e foun i
new. awkemng‘at the tabernacle, which had been ‘enl;
ged. [He observes: “I am employed, and glory to. rich-
grace,|l am carried through the duties of each day wuth
'cheeriulnes< and almost unmterrupted tranguili
' socnet is. Iarge, but in good order.

' ‘appeared to be more eager to hear the \ wo than
.| “Preaching,” says he, “in Gloucesterehlre, is
now’like _preaching at the tabernacle in London,” . -And -
in a letter, dated April 7, he says, I ‘preached and took -
leave of the Gloucester people, vxth mutuaal -aind great -
,conce n, on Sunday-evening last. It was past one in the
ing before I could lay my weary body dqw B

ose again, sick for want of rest; but I'wa
get on horseback, a,nd nde to Mr T -

en-in the morn ing. Atten, I read prayersand pr
‘and “afterwakds wdmlmstered the sacramer
Stone' ouse - church. - Then, ‘T rode to ‘Stroud; and
' ied “to “about TW\ELVE THOUSAND in. Mr.: G—-—-’s
ind about six in the evemng, to a like number' on.

sreached to a fall congregatlon at Smnth’s hall; and
! e,sday morning, after preaching, set out for Wal
terfor P in Soutly Wﬂles, where he opened the associa-

ork begun by Mr Joneés; spread itself far and
orth and South Wales, where the Lord had ‘made
wel. Harris an‘instrument of converting several clers’
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tlon wluch he and his brethren had -agreed upon, “and
. Jwas, several ‘days:with. them, settling the  affairs of the -

societies.” He contmued in” Wa]es some weeks, and

;preached with gre'{t apparent’ siccess;* ‘and in the lat.

: nd of -April - returned to- Gloucester, after havmg,
“in‘about. three weeks, travelled about rour HUNDRED En-
glish miles, spent ‘three dayﬂ n; attendmg ds=001at10ns,
id preached about rorTy times:
he ‘associations held-:in Wales, a ‘totion,
) .separate’,from’ the established church:
Mr. Whitefield, Letter- 533; “by far:the
trenuously opposed it, and with good rea-
enjoy such. great, hberty under the mild
ugentle government ‘of his- present majesty King -
_George, T'think we can do. hlm, our country; ‘and the
“cause ofGod,; moreservice'in ranging up and.down,
- hing - repentance towards God, ‘and faith in our
Jesus Christ;.to those: multltudes who would neith-
into- churnh or}neetmg, but who.are led by:cu-
“to follow-us into the. fields. " This is-a’ way .to
God: has affixed hi¢ seal for many years paat ",

The power of God at the sacrament,
istry of Mr., Rowland, was- enough to make:
{ burn within hlm At seven in’ithi

n, crying, Gogunniarit—bendyi
r joy.-Associations wére noyw-formed; and-
rly meetings appointed, and a closer conn

between the. Dnghsh and Welch '80; that' several .

jove TEN THOUSAND persons pr
ﬁve t ﬁfﬁy ‘ministers.

26 1806, between NinE and TEN TI{OUSAND aud1t01s attend-
—ed ‘and npwards of fifty ministers., L '
*When at Carmarthen, he writes: It was the\g at
sions., - The justices desired I.wounld stay till th
they Would come. Agcordingly they did, and manj t
more; and several people of quality. —Letter 509.
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"In May he weat back to London: “Once niore,” as
he expressed it, “to attack the prince of darkness in
Moorfields,” during the holidays. The congregations
were amazingly great, and much affected. - And by the
collections made,now, and formerly, he had the pieasure
of paying all that he owed in England, and of mdking
a small remittance to his friend, Mrg Habersham, for
Georgia. » L
Abgut the middle of June. following, he again . left
London, and went to Bristol, where he continued some
time, preaching twice every day, and four times on Sun-
day. ;EAfterwards Lie preached at Exeter to very large
congregations; where many of the clergy attended,”*

¥T ’e Rev: J. Cennick [then in connection with Mr..
Whitefield) was preaching in the high street of the city of
Exeter, on a large open spot of ground, and surronnded by a
great number of people, by some of whefh he had been pre-
viously ill-treated. Mr. C. was expatiating on the blood of
"Christ, when a profane butcher, who ‘was among the erowd,
said, 41 you love blood, you shall presently have enough;”
and ran to get some to throw on him. -A Mr. Sanders (who
for seyeral years drove what was called road work, post-
chaises, not then being ‘much in use) was also 2 bystander,.
and, though at that time an entire stranger to diving things, -
Arom :a sense of the ill-usage Mr. C. had received, and was.
likely|to receive, felt an inclination to defend him. Seeing
the .man come with a pail aearly full of blood, he calmly
wenz‘?o meet him, and when he came even with him, sud-
Aenly| caught hold of the pail, and poured it over the man’s
head,| This drew the attention of the riotous part of the
people to Mr. S. who withsome difficulty escaped their rage,
by taking shelter in @ house, and was obliged to leave the-
town very early the next morning.
" Mr{ Sanders was afterwards awakened to a trne sense of -
‘hls_ condition before God, under the ministry of the late. Rev. °
William Romaine, atSt. George’s, Hanover-square. He con-
tinued his occupation as a.coachman, till about the year 1745 .
0r'6: when he was made body-coachman to his present ma-
Jesty, and se .continued till abont the year 1780, when he
petitioned for -a dismission, oni agcount of his age, being a-
-!)Ollt:sevgnty years old:- 1t was granted with regret. -¥is ma-
Jesty, when riding on horseback through Kensin , if he
€aw Igs old servant walking, would gften ingui R
{ S - i
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“Tn August he returned to London, biit made 1o Tong
stay there.  «I thank you,” saysheto a correspondent,
Letter 550, for your kind- caution to'spare myself; but
evauge]:zmg is certainly my province. Every where
effectual doors aré open. So far from thinking .of set-
tling at London, T-am more and more convinced ‘that'I
sbould go from place to place.” -

" Accordingly we find -him in'the months of ‘October,
November, and December, preaching and travelling
through the country, as if-it had' beenthe middle of
saimmer. '~ At Avon in Wilts, Tetherton, Clack, -Brink-
worth, Chippenham, Wellington, - Collumpton, Exeter,
Axmmster, Ottery, Biddeford,* St. Gennis in Cornwall;j
Birmingham,} Klddermmlster,” and Bromsgrove. Nor

health; and the same regard vas shewn by the. otherbr anch-
.es’of the royal family. On the 13th August, 1789, at the
‘advanced -age of eighty-nine, he'sweetly breathed. his bap-
Py soul'into the bosom of his Redeemer.

*«Here is a clergyman about. eighty-years of age, but not
above one year oldin the school of Christ. He lately preach-
«€d three times, and rode forty miles the same day. A young
QOxonian, who came with him, and many others, were deeply
aﬂ'ected. 1 cannot well descnbe with what power the word
was attended.. Dear Mr. Hervey, one of our first method-
ists at Oxford, and who was lately a curate here, had laid the
foundauon ”—Lettler 540. '

f“Many prayers were put up by the: worthy rector and
others, foran outpouring of God’s blessed spirit. Theywere
apnswered.” Arrows of ‘eonviction flew so thick, and so' fast,
and such an universal weeping prevailed fiom.one end of the
eongregation to the other, that good Mr. J. their minister,
could not help going from seat to seat, to speak, encour ao'E,
-and comfort the wounded souls.”—Letter 541.

i“It Is near 11 at night, and nature oalls for rest. I have
preached five times this day, and, weak as I am, through.
Christ strengthening me, I could preach five times more:”’—
Letter 543..

_JI“I was kindly received by .M'] Williams. Many friends
were at. hlS house. T was greatly refreshed to find what a
ur of good Mr. Baxter’s doctrme, works, and




RE,V. GEORGE WHITEFIELD Cuy

did he- f el hls ‘health much- nmpalred though it was se
late ‘in| the ‘season. He .observes indeed, that he had
gota: .c6ld; but-adds, “The Lord warms my heart.” Let-
ter 542

Febmary, 1741he lost his only «child, an :event which
tended o keep him Bumble. ' Before s ‘birth, his mind
was -so} [impréssed, that he publicly ‘declared ‘that :the
child would ‘be a boy, and hoped he would live to preach
the gospel. ‘But his fond expectations were speedily
blasted,| the infant dying when but four months-old.
This*was no doubt very humbling to-the father; but he
was helped (o makethe wisest and best improvement
of it. “Though I am disappointed,” says he, writing to
afriend, “of a living preacher by the death of my son;
yet I hape what happened before his birth, and since at
his death, has taught.me such lessons as; i if Auly impro.-
ved, m y render his mistaken parent more cautious,
more sober-minded, more experienced in Satan’s devices,
and cdrElsequent]y, more useful in his future Ifabours to:

the church of God.”* )

March 3, he was obliged to attend the assizes at Gleu-
cester. The occasion was this: in the summer 1743, the
methodjsts had been severely persecuted by the mob,
especially at Hampton, where many were hurt, and the
lives of| the preachers threatened. Other means hav-
ing been tried in vain, Mr. Whitefield, -with the advice
and assistance of his friends, resolved ‘o seek the pro-
tection jof the law,and lodged an information against
the ampton- rioters, in the court of King’s Bench..
Facts being proved, -and defendants making no reply,
the rule was made absolute, and an information filed a-
gainst, them. They -pleading not guilty the cause was’

' referred ‘to the assizes in Gloucester. After a full hear-

er547.
peaking to a friend of this child hesaid, he Woul& not -
ith him forthe whole world; but if God should de-
him, he should have him ata moment’s warning.. God,
he addqd took him.at his word, and deprived him of his’ chﬂ& )
by asmﬁen indisposition.. o

l
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ing; 2 verdict was- given for the phmhﬂ's, and all the
. defendants were brought in guilty. This:prosecation had
" a'very-good effect; the rioters were - greatly 'alarmed,
But the intention of the Methodists -was only to shew
‘them what they could do, and then forgive them. 1
- About this time, several anonymous: papers, entlﬂed
“Observations upon the conduct and behaviour of a cer-
tain Sect, usually distinguished by the name of Metho-
dists,” ‘were ‘printed, and handed: about in the religious
socnetles of London and Westminster, and given to ma-
ny pnvate persons, with ‘strict injunctions not to part
with them. Mr.. Whitefield having accidentally. had
the hasty ‘perusal -of them; and finding many’ queries
concerning ‘him and his oonduct contained therein; and
havmgapphed for acopy, which-was refused him, thought
it-his daty to publish-an advertisement, desiring (as he
" knew not how soon he might embark for Georgia) s
speedy, open publication of the said papers, that he
.pight' make a candid and impartial answer. He had
reason to-believe the bishop of London was concerhed
in composing or revising _them: but that he might not
be mistaken, after the pubiication of the advertisement,
he wrote the bishop.u letter, wherein he desired to know,
whether his lordship was the author or not; and also de-
sired a copy. ‘The bishop sent word, “he should hear
from him.” Some time after, a Mr. Owen, prioter to
the bishop, left a letter for. Mr. Whitefield, informing
him that he had orders from several of the &ishops, to
* priot the Observations, &c. with some few additions, for
their use; and when the impression was finished, Mr.
Whitefield should have a copy: For these reasouns Mr.
‘Whitefield thought it proper to direct his Answer fo the
Observations, to the bishop of London, and the other
bishops concerned in the publication of them. This
answer. occasioned the Rev. Mr. Church’s expostulatm‘y

_§Lietters 549, 550.—See an account of this tnal m hw
Works, Yol IV.




h .v-.ge‘utleman in‘a
1] P ] hev., captain, refusmg
y.as he sand for fear. of spoxlmg the saxlurs,\ :

kene: he mvmehfe At Bxddeford where good Mr
Hervy:had been. curate, we had’ much of the. power of
God;;and also.at ngsbndge But the chlef scenenwas

)
¥

) ymouth fuur gentlemen came. to the. h,ause
ypartlcular fmends, and with. much senmmg

: g his Work Vol. IV. where is also hls ANSWET- to the
d:part. of.the observatmns, &c. in a.;second’letter to'the. -
wrltten during his voyage: to ,Amerlca that yeaJ

S Upon rmentioning Blddeford ‘he adds,” [“here a

ter of Mr. Hervey,”& itis’a’pity he did not-write it

¥ "-Hoowever, ‘we' have a:sketch of it in Lietter 763@

sentiments.concerning: Mr. Heryey’s book are very

author of it is my old. friend; 2 ‘most- heavenly- L

,.one of the first of the Methodxsts, who Is. .
d .

ans of convertmg to ’

shall 'be a°crown of joy to him in” tbe day
rhaps not generally-known that the celébrated
¥ is. to bé numbered. "In aletter to Mr. White-
r.-Hervey thus expresses himself:~*¥out Journals,
d’ Sermons, and’ especla]ly sweet - sermon; ton
'ye of Christ¥ were 4 mean of bringiiig
wledge of the truth.” - See Hemoirs of the Re
» by the Rev. John Brown. -




) ing: iy 1
d desu-ed ‘his'co

pany 10, eat a morsel thh hlm at. his. lodg-
“accordingly came and supped; but was ob.
F “frequently "to jook: arouind him,. and to be very
-absent.’ At last he' took . his leave, and; returned 10.his
<ompanionsin the tavern; and being ‘by. theii“interro-
gated, what he had ‘done? He answered, that he had
been used so civilly, he hiad not the heart to, touch him,
'hlch nother-of the company, a lieutenant.of the
a wager of- ten guineas, that he would do’his
him... HIS companions,’ however, took-away
It was:midnight; and - Mr. Whitefield hav-
_preached to a-large ‘congregation, and. visited: the
- French:prisoners, was: gone- to bed; when ‘the landlady
d told him, that a well dreased gentleman desir-
peak with hin, Mr. Whitefield.i imagining it-was
ne under conviction, -desired: him-to. be brought
_ up:: He came and sat down by the bed-side, congratu-

Jated him on the success-of ‘his ministry, and expressed
much: concern at being - -detained - from hearing’ ‘him.
Boon after; he broke out into'thé most abusive I
d’in a cruel and coward]y inanner, "beat .
_'ndlady and:her daug ter heariug- the noise; rush.-
1 into the room, and:seized upon him; but.he soon dis-
engaged ‘himself from them, and repeated his:blows ‘on-
. Mr. Whitefield; who, being apprehensive that he inténd:
shoot or- stab hlm, underweut all the

Q'urao'e, lam ready to help you n
: ry of Murder! the alarm was no
.tbe - both. made off. “The next morning,” said
ld, Letter 552 ““I'was to expound at a pn
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:Vd then to' setout for Bnddeford Some urged me:

d prosecute; but bemg better émployed, I
‘' my intended journey, was greatly blessed in

preachmg ‘the everlasting gospel, and upon my retur

waswell
perhaps
hear a
ed in’ hl

while.1 waited for the convoy, hundreds were awakens

ed and t
Pl ymout
between

paid for whatI had suffered: curiosity havingléd
two ‘tHousand ‘moré_than ordinary; to see and -
o that had narrOle escaped ‘being murder-:
‘bed. . And Litrust in’ the five weeks time,

nrned unto the Lord. At the Dock also,” near
h, a glorious work was begun. Could the fields
Plyuwuth and the Dock, speak, they could telli_

what blessed seasons Were en‘yoyed there.”*

*Th,e 1

ate - Rev. Henry: Tanner, of Exeter, in the year‘

1743, venjoved to Plymoutli, to obtain employment as a ship-

builder:

the minis

from a co!

God, whg s

tween’ Pl
that the
or six my
the placf y
eﬂ'ectuall

ing'the 1
then" p
wha

'|be listened with astonishment, and was -soon con- . .

here it pleased God to call him by his'grace, ‘under
try: of Mr. Whitefield. " Being at work, he ‘heard
siderable distance; the voice of thatzealous:man'of-
was preaching in the street, or fields, probably, be-:
'mouth town and Dock: he immediately concluded
reacher wasa ,madman; and determined, w1th ﬁv .
re‘of his companions, to go and knoek hlm off from.
“on which’ lie stood$ and; for the purpose 0! 6
injuring the mad: persons they loaded their o
‘ When, however, Mr. Tanner drew ‘ned

_ was striick with amazement. His resolut]on fail-

he preacher was not mad, but was indeed’ spea.k- e

aching from: Aets xvii. 19, 20 . “May we know-.
. NEwW doctrme whereof thou speak st 1s*——for thou .
sortain strange. things to.our ears” ‘He went homi
réssed, and determined .to hear him again the nex

ng all’ naftlons, beglnmng at J erusalem
"of the heinous sin- of the’ Jews, and “of the*Romian.
ho were the-instruments of .perpetrating the,
of o he Lord of Life, Mr.  Whitefield; turning fy

s of truth and soberness.” Mr, Whitefield was . -




inté; ’tly at M:?.

enly turning: round;’ 1]
-"l‘hou art the man' 3, “These words

exclauned

“The preache1
! the frée and supera:

hr
edifirst of “all to T érusalem- ners, the very. peos
had murdered the Prmce of Life; and from whmh
U :

* many ofHer ‘peysons. 'weré convinced ‘c of sin, and brought to
God: .- The.. next mght ‘Mr: Tanher heard Mr; _Whlteﬁt;,ld

advances Whlch Mr Tanner mad in ehgl
nd experience, were exceedmgly Fapid
- former state, he: learnea to plt

. 3 heard:
o those- about hnn, “thxs s just-agh



. tings of | the late Henry Tanner,of Eaxeter, by the Rev.

REV. GEORGE WHITEPIELD.

CHAPTER' XL

From hqs embarkmg Jor America, in 1744,.to lnsygomg to
. the Bermudas, in the year 1748,

IN ﬂ)é begmnmg of August, 1744, as soon as the g:on‘Q

voy came,* Mr Whitefield embarked, though ‘in a peor

es.” He afterwards ventured to go into the room, where
the Lord made the gospel ““the power of God” unto hlS sal-

vation.; | This man afterwards went into the nelghbounng

,vxlIages to speak to'his fellow sinners; and there is reason

to beheye\that his attempts were blessed to many souls. .

In 17P9, Mr. Tanner “built_the tabernacle ‘in Exeter,
where helaboured for many years, preaching three times
every Ljord’s day, and twicein the week, besides engagmg
in' more [private exercises. )

Mr. Tanner did not confine his ministry to Exeter: h¢
ed with compassien on the peculiarly dark neighbou

%,

he used|to preach at Broad Hembury: he likewise Ia

"in the tqwns of Moreton, Hampstead, Crediton,and Top! ';"',_ ‘

‘and in ! various v111ages in the yicinity. In each of these
places he met with great opposition: yet some in heaven, and
otkers'on the road thlther bless God that they ‘ever heard

bim.”

short time of his death. His frequent petition was that he
hight ¢

- Mr. ;aner s exertions contmued unabated till within-a
For he{vas taken out of the pulpit, being unable to finish

‘his sermon; and shortly after fell asleep in'Jesus, March 30,

1805, aged eighty-six.—See Memoirs of the Life and W

ert Howker, D: D, Vicar of Charles’ 8 Plymouth. -
L “AtEgust 4. Our conyoy is come. *1 desire you all to

blessG d for what he is doing in these parts; for preach«

ing jn|the Dock is now like preachmg at the tabernacle: .

t rmng lectu.res are very delightful. O! the thouss -
8

ook~

At the Iquest of the late Rev. Augustus Montague T6 ady,' .
d o

e in his Master’s work. His petition was granted..

T
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r'state of ‘health; and affer a. tedious passage of eleven
weeks* arrlved at New-York, in'New-England. = Colo-
el PeppereTl went with some. friends in his own boat, to -
invite him to his house; ‘but he declined the 1nv1tat|on,

_ being so'ill of a nervous cholic, that he was obliged im-
mediately aftér his arrival to go to bed. Hisfriends
expressed much anxiety on his behalf. An éminent
physician attended him, who had been. a deist, but was
awakened the last time he was in New-England For
some time he was, indeed, very weak: “yet,” he writes,}
“in these thtee weeks, I was enabled to preach: but,

" imprndently going over the ferry to Portsmouth, I caught

“cold, immediately relapsed, and was taken, as every one
thought, with death, in my dear friend Mr. Sherburne’s .
house;, What gave me most concern was, that no-
tice had been given of my being to preach. Whilst

the doctor was preparing a medicine, feehng my, pains
abated, I on a sudden cried, ‘Doctor, my-pains are sus-
pended by the help of God I .will go and preach, and
then_ome home and. die.’ Tn- my own apprehension,
| appearance to. others, I was a dying man, 1
.. 'The people heard me-as such. The: invis-
ities of another world lay -open to my view.
cting to stretch into eternity, and to be with my
Master before the morning, 1'spoke with peculiar.ener-
gy. - Such--effects followed the word,I thought it'was
: worth dying for a thousand times. Thouvh wonderful-
ly comforted within, at my return home 1 thought 1

" ands that flock to the pleaohmg of Christ’s gospel. ”——-Let-o
ters 558, b59.
P.S. «I mast:-tell you one thing more. There is.a ferry
oyer to Plymouth. The ferrymen are now s¢ much my
nds, that they will take nothing’ of the multltudes ‘that
to héar me. preach; sa)mw “God forbid that we
Id sell the word of God.”

* His leiter to- the clergy of the dlocese of. L1tchﬁeld and
Coventry, is datéd during this voyage. "= 7

M8 z_u}d Lietter 552. —See Works, Vol. IV._.‘

3



B ¢ God was pleased to order it otberwxse. L.grac ual-
ly recovered: and soon after, a poor negro
wpuld see me.  She .came, sat down upon .the
and looked earnestly in my face, and theén said,;
ken language: ‘Massa, you just .go to, he'wen’s gate. .
But Jesus Christ said: get you down, get you down, you
mpst not come here yet but go first, and call some poor
nggroes? I prayed to the Lord, that if T was to- live,
this might be the event.” -
/|In" about three Weeks, though extremely weak he
reached Boston.. A glorious work had been begun, and
carried on, in almost all parts of New-England, for tv'o- :
years together. , :
It was now spring, 1745, And the first ezpedmon be-
ing set on foot against Cape Breton, Colonel Pepperell, -
who constantly attended Mr. Whitefield’s lectures, asked
hx advice, the day before he\accepted a commission,. to
eklgen_eral in that expedition; who told him with his
usual freedom, “that he did not, mdeed think the scheme
proposed for taking Lounsburgh, very promiising; and
that the eyes of all would be upon him. If-be did;not ..
siicceed, the widows and orphaps of the slain soldiers -
wLu]d be like lions robbed of their whelps; baut, if it
plkaserl God to give him success, envy would endeav-
our to eclipse his glory. e had need, therefore, if he
went, to go with a single eye; and hen there was no, .
‘dg ubt but if Providence redlly sent him, he would find -
his strength proportiored to -the day,” Mr. %helborue, )
also being appointed one of the commissaries, told aim,
“he miust favour the, expedltlon otherwise the serious-
people would be discour: aged. from enlisting: not only so, -
bt irsisted he should give him a motto_for bis flag, for
the encouragem@nt of his soldiers.” This he refused -
todo, as it 7won]d be acting out of character. Mr. Sher-
borne taking no. denial, he at last gave one—nil desper-
andum Christo d’uce—“lf Christ be captdin, no fear of a
de feat ». Upon ‘which great numbers enlisted. The

i




,requested lnm to give them a sermol. :
ity complied with; and preached from the
followmﬂ words: “As many as were distressed, ‘as;mony as
ger dzsconte'nted as many as were in debt, came 1o David,
: and ke became a captain over them? He spiritualized
the subject and told them how distressed. sinners came
to.Jesus Christ, the spiritual David—exhorted the sol-
diers to behave like the soldiers of: David—and the of-
ficers to act like David’s worthies; and then he doubt-
, there would be good news from Cape Breton.
> eral afterwards asked him, if he would not be .
“ene of his chaplains? But he excused himself; saying,

- be thought he might be more useful by stlrrmg up the
' people to prayer for his success. In about six weeks
péws was brought of the ‘surrender of Louisburgh;
when numbers flocked from all parts to hear a thanks-

giving sermon upon the occasion.

The people of New-England offered to build him a
Iarge house to preach in, which he begged leave to re-
fuse,.because. it would abridge his liberty of itinerating.

Ashishodily strength increased,he began to travel south-
ward, every where preaching to thousands And inhisway
fo Phlladelphla, be says, “l had the pleasure of preach-
ing) by.an interpreter, to some converted Indians; and of
seeing near fifty young ones in one school, near. Freehold E
learning the Assembly’s Catechism. A blessed awalken.

" ing had been begun, and carried on among the Delaware
~ -Indiags, by the’ instrumentality of Mr. David Brainard:*

*Jt is a circumstance worthy of note, that about the,
same period that the great Head of. the church was prepar-
ing Messrs. Whitefield, Wesl and. others, in thls land, to
stem the torrent -of mﬁdehty . propagate divine truth,

. he manifested ‘the. same care and:concern for the inhabitants

“Uof the niew world, in raising up’ that burmng and’ shlmng ’
light,” Dr. Jonathan Edwards, to disséminate the seed of
eternal life in that barren soil.

In the year 1729, the spirit was poured out from on high,
and the divine glory began to shine upen-'the land; but in
the year 1733, there was a very remarkable evxval of the




g ihe war; and a plan
re l)uI’Chdae(] at Indian Land.
“while the gap was stopped. -1 preachieéd a
i .the' rebellion—was very sick at: ‘Philadel-
kmdly received and New-Yor_ 2
his deli
“ eﬁ orld, particulirly pleasmg, he
of retummg no more “to his native But trav-
‘elling, care, and a “Toadof debf conitracted not for him-
e]f but for the orphan-house, welghed him down.
“In his ]etttrs during this peuod are the followmg
pacsages
£ “August 26, 1746. The door for my uqefulness opens

ider .and “wider. 1 love to range in the American

0ods,’ and sometlmes thmk i Chall never return to, Eu— i

sland any more.” ’
“Qctober 8. [ have had some sweet times with _sev

dral of ‘the Lutheran miuisters at Philadelphia.”

in N 5 and great m.mbcrs of souls
y COnve] God.—See Dr.Jonathan Ed-
tive of the Litewbork of God, at and near North-
ngland.

and uscful man, Mr.David Brainard, who
C ,nvertmg iany of the poor 1gromnt
i tzuth.-—Ses Styles’s sze of

v

the Lord g eat}y owned the ]abours ol -




5 yesterday were -
-well;"as [*ased to be
b e with comfort’:ﬁ I
mmed in"his strength to die fighting.””

s 1 have onu ed preachmg one mght 40 ob-

T nsep! :

"land. The ﬂockmg and poy ' attendedl the word;
:wag like unto that seven years ago. Weak, as I was,
'd‘ ha { been, I was enabled to travel ELEVEN UNBRED

ch troub)ed ‘with stitches in
to go to Bérmiudas, for. the re-
: h: ‘He accordingly embarked and
}«mded therent e -1«5t-h off’March 1748,

CHAPTER XII.® ~

Fram hzs arrival at Bermudas, to his return to London, '
in July, 1748.

MR. WI;JTEFIELD me the. kmdest recep--
“tion at Bermudas, and for about'a ‘month he. P [
- generally twice a day, traversmg the island fro

end to the other; but his activity, treat
cess, will best appear from the, follo
- his. manuscrlpt Jjournal of ‘that Ppeiiodii®
- #The snmphcnty and: plamneSa of ¢




is Pomt, recelved, “in: .mqst afle e

manner; and beggéd I would m ke hlﬁhouse my “ho

I'| the evening I expounded at: £ Mr

at- PortiRoyal; which was very cqm

a\co he-would bave me make: my home.
r. Savage, i’ a boat lent us by ciptal

i 20 Read prayers -an
lce: this day, to what were. esteemed.

. t Brgacklsh“‘Pond chgy
ist: nt from ‘each other. Imthe afternoon I
Wilth; tenter freedom than in the morning; and’
npt alt _yher in‘vain. All were attentive—some # pt
'I dine ‘Wwith colonel Butterfield, one of the council;
and received several invitations' to other gentlemen’s
h uses. May God blpss and reward them, and mclm&

at the~house
o miles distant.
entive, and affec-
I expoundted on




rom’ mormng till
e 3 ther oppor-

gh éuid caused me to go to rest I'EJOlClD iMay I
to my grave, when my cédseless ‘and uninter--




5 ; e
“Thursday, March 31; “Dined ‘on. Tuesday
nel Corbusier’s; and on Wednesday, at colonel Gilbert’s
tboth of the councll ‘and. found, by what:l 1
that some-good had been done,’ and any prej

moved Who shall hmdera if God will

]we a few fa.mlhes and to my surprlse, nd & great ",
. many gentlemen,-and other people, with my friend, Mr.
Holiday, who-ca rom’ different quarters to. ear me.

. Before I began preachmg, 1 ‘went .round '
‘remarkable cave, which’ very: much displa ﬂ :
quisite workmanship of Him, who in his strength setteth
‘fast the mountains, and is girded about with power.—
Whilst I was in the cave, quite unexpectedly I; turned -
and saw counsellor Riddle; who, with his son, came to
hear me: and whilst we were in the boat, told me, that
“he had been with the governor, who declared he had
no personal prejudice against me—and wondered I did
not conie to town, and preach there, for it'was the de-
sire of the people; and that any house in the town, the
court-house not excepted, should be at .my service,—
Thanks be to God for so much favour! If his cause re-
-quires it, I shall have more.. He knows my heart;'l
'value the favour of man no farther, than as it makes
‘roomfor the “gospel, and gives me a larger,_scope {t
:promote the glory of God. There being:no capacious °
‘house upon the island, I preached for the first time ﬁere»
‘in the’open air. All heard very attentive; and it-was
ivery'pleasant after sermon to .see s0‘many boats full of
people returning from the worship -of God. "I talked
seriously to'some in our.own boat, and sung a psalm, in
i which they reddily Jomed

“Sunday, April 3. - Preached twice this day at M
- Paul’s meeting-house; as on the Sabbath, but with great-".
er freedom and .power, especially i b_the morning; and.
I thinkto_ as. “great, if not greater auditories. Dined
i with celonel Harvy, another of the council—yisited 2




0D,/ who, with hlSVWlfe, courteously
d. desnred me: to, make hla house my

fdtber and mother, house or lands, shall

fe a hundred: fold, with persecuhon, and

come, life ever]astmg Lord, I have

| EXpS rienced" e:one: in thy good time grant that I may
experxence the otheralso!

dnesday, April 6. Preached yeslerday at the

e Anthony Smlth -of: Bayhs Bay, wnth a con-

he .only town on the lsland The gentlemen
of. the town had ‘sent me an_invitation by Jjudge Bas-
; e‘, with several others, came to visit me at
: odgmga, ‘and informed me, that the governor de-
. sired to see me. About ten 1 waited upon his excel-
lency, who received me with great civility, and told me
_ he had no_objection against my person, or my princi-
ples, having never yet heard me; and he knew nothing
- in respect to my conduct in moral life, that might pre-
judice him against me; but his instructions were to let
none preach in the 1sland unless he had a written li-
cense to preach aomewhere in America or the West In-
' at the same: time he acknowledged that: it was
matter of mere form. 1 informed his excellency
1 4d been regularly inducted to the parish of Sa-
vatnah; that I was ordained priest by letters dismissa-
ry from. my lord of London, and under no church cen-
sure from-his lordship; and would always read the
church prayers, if the clergy would give nie the use-of
their churches. I added farther; that a minister’s pulpit
was looked upon as his freehold, and that I knew one cler-
‘“yman who had denied his own diocesan the use of his
pulplt But I told ;his excellency,.I was satistied with .
* the liberty-he all()wed me, and would not act contrary
" to his injunction. I then begged leave to be dismissed,
because I was obliged to preach at eleven o’clock His




hearme: at eleven the church-bell rung. The church-
ible; pr“ycr»bonk and cushion, were sent to the town-.
ouse. The:governor, several of the counc1l the min:
ister of the parish, and assembly-men, w1t‘1 a great
umber of the town’s people, assembled in great order.
ﬂwas very sick, through a celd I caught last night; but
read the church-prayers. The ﬁratlesson was the 15th
chapter of the 1st book of Samuel. "I preached on those
words: “Righteousness exalteth apation.” Beingweak
abd faint, and afflicted” much with the head-ach, I did
not do that justice to my subject, I sometimes am enab!ed
to do; but the Lord so helped me, that, asI found after-
‘ards, the governor and the other gentleman expressed:
tlieir apprebation,and acknowledged theydidnotexpectto . -
be so well entetained. Not unto me, Lord! not unto-me!
but unto thy free grace be all the 'rlory '

“After sermon, Dr. F bs, and Mr. P~ £,
the collector, came to me, and desired me to favour them
and the gentlemen of the town with my company to
dinner. accepted the invitation. The governor and
~tl}e president, and Judge Bascom, were there. All won-

dered at my speaking so freely and fluently, without
tes. The governor asked, whether 1 used minutes?
I%nswel ed, no. He said it was a great gift. At table,
hi excellency introduced something of religion, by ask-
ing me the meaning of the word naprs? Several other’
things were started about free will, Adam’s fall, predes-
tigation, &c. to all which God enabled me to answer sc
p-ltment]y, and taught me to mix the utile and dulce
0| together, that all at table seemed highly pleased,
'sh'l ok 'me by the hand, and invited me to their respec-
tive houses. The governor, in particular, asked me to
dibe with him on the wmorvow; and Dr. F bs, one of
bis particular intimates, invited me to drink tea in thet
afternoon: I thanked all, reiurned proper.respects, and
went to my lodgings v wilh some degree of thankfulness
for the assistunce voachsafed me, and abased before God:
at ‘the consideration of my unspeakable unworthihess.




'In‘-’the aftemoon, about ﬁve o clock I expounde
~ able of the prodlgal son to many people at
house; and in the evening had liberty to speek free]y
“and c]ocely to those that supped with-me. O that
this may be the begmnmg of good gospel times to the
inhabitants of this town! Lord, teach me to deal pru-
: 'denﬂy with them, and cause them to melt under thy
word: . -
- “Friday, April 8. Preached yesterday with. great
clearness and freedom, to about fourscore people, at a
house on David’s Island, over agamst St. George s town °
—went and lay” 4fo‘Hohday s, who came in a boat to

" - fetch'me—and this day1_héard him preach and read

prayers; after which -1 took the sacrament from him.
Honest man! he would have made me administer and offi-
ciate; but I chose. not to do it; least I should bring him
. into trouble after my departure. However, in the af- .
noon, I preached at Mr. Todd’s, in the same parish,

" = to a'very large company indeed. The Lord was with .

‘My heart was warin—and what went from the
heart, 1 trust went to the heart; for many were affected.
.0 that they may be converted also! Then will it be_a

good Friday, indeed, to their souls.

“Sunday, April 10. "Dined and conversed yesterday ve-
~ ry agreeably with judge Bascom, who seems to have the -
-greatest insight into the difference between -arminian
‘and calvinistical schemeés, of any one I have met
upon the island. In'the afternoon, I visited a paraly _\c,
and this.day preached twice again at Mr. Paul’s meet-
ing-house. ~The congregations were rather larger than
ever, and the power of God seemed to be more amongst
them. I think I see a visible alteration for the better
every Lord’s day. Blessed be God!—In the evening I
expounded at Mr. Joseph Dorrell’s, where 1 dined, to a
ry large company: then went to his kinsman’s, my

- ustial lodging.on Saturday and Sunday evenings; who,

with his wife.and other friends, seemed kinder-and kin-
der daily. Good measure, pressed down, and _runniog



‘over! May the Lord, both as ‘to splrntuals and tem
rals, return into all thelr ‘bosoms! . "
-Sgﬁ%rday, April 16.  Preached sifice Lord’s -day, at-
férent houses, to concerned and. affectéd ‘Congre- .
gations, at’ different parts of the island; but was more
n 1spnsed one night after going to bed, than 1had been:
forj some. time. On two of the days of this week,.I.
dxaed with the president, and captain Spafford one of
the council; both of ‘'whem entertamed me with the ut—'
‘most cxvxhty _
‘lSunday, April 17. Still God magmﬁes his power and
goodness more and more. This morning we had a pleas-
ing sightat Mr. Paul’s meeting-house. I began to pre &
and the people to hear and be affected as in days of old'
home. Indeed, the prospect is encouraging. Prai

the Lord, O my. soul '—After preaching twice to a large ..
€ol gregatmn in the meeting house, I, at the desire of

the parents, preached in the evenifig a sermon at the.
funeral of a little boy, about five years of age, A"
great number of people attended, and the Lord 4
bled me so to speak, as te affect many of the hearers ’
Blessed be the Lord for this day’s work! ~Not unto.me,
O Lord! not unto me, but unto thy free grace be alFthe
gIO'fy‘
“Sunday, Apml 24.: 'The last week being -rainy, 1’
ched only five times in private houses; and this
but once in the. meeting-house; but I hope neither
‘ ‘without effect. This evening expounded at coun-
sei or Riddle’s, who, with the- other gentlemen, treat-
me|with greater respect every day. Colonel Gilbert,
one of ‘the council, has lent me his horse, during my.
stay; and Mr. Dorrell this morning, informed mé of a ..
desjgn the gentlemen had to raise a contribution to help . "~
me to discharge my arrears, and support my orphan fa-
mily..' Thanks be given to .thy name, O God! Thou: .

-

Iing west all things; thou knowest that I want to owe no -~

man any thing but love; and provide fof* Bethesda after,

my_decease Thou hast promised thou wilt fulfil the,

desire of them that fear thee. I believe, Lord, help
‘ 9
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my:. uubehef that thou wnlt falfil this desire of my soul.

iturday, Apfil 30. Preached since Lor
‘al sermons, and at five different houses _‘ngﬂdlf"
ferent parts of the island, to still larger and larger au-
ditories, and perceived the people to be affected more
and more, Twice or thrice I preached without doors.
.Riding in the sun, and preachmg very earnestly, a little
futigued me; so that this evening I was obliged to lie
" down for some time.. Faint, yet pursuing, must be my
o motto still. ’ :
.#Sunday, May 1. This morning was a little sick;
trust God gave us a happy beginning of the new
I preached twice with power, especially in the
morning; to a_very great congregdtlon in the meeting-
2 house, and in the evening, having given previous notlce,
J .preached.about four miles distant, in the ficlds, to a
* Jarge company of negroes, and a number of: white peo-
ple,:who came to hear what I had to say to them. 1
ieve.in all near fifteen hundred people. As the ser-
mon-was intended for the negroes, I gave the auditory
“arnmg, that my discourse would be chiefly directed
1o thém, aud that I should endeavour to imitate the ex-
ample of Elijab, who, 'when he was about to raise the
<hild, contracted himself to lts.;;. ngth The negroes
seemed very sensible and attentive.

When ] asked if they all did not desire to go to he
en" .one of them, with a very audible voice, said, ‘Yes,
sir.’ . This caused a little smiling; but in general éve-

- rything was carried on with great decency; and I be-
lieve the Lord enabled me so to discourse, as-to touch:
.the negroes, and yet not to give them the least.umbrage

J?’é

. ‘ever.a minister, in preaching, need the wisdom of the.
serpent to be joined with the harmlessness of the dow e,

“it.must be -when discoursing to negroes. Vouchsafe'r me.

this faveur, O God, for thy dear Son’s sake. @
-4Monday, May 2 Upon inquiry, 1 found that some
,of the negroeés did not like my preacluu because 1 told;

“to'slight or hehave imperiously to their masters. 1f*




7y GEORGE WHITEFIELD. :

them of thenr cursmg, swearmg, thlevmg, and ]ymg

One or two of the, worst of them, as T was mformed
vent away. Some said, they would not.go any more.
{hey liked Mr. M——r be ter, for he never told them

f these things; and I said, their hearts were s’ ‘black as
eir faces. They expected they said, t6 hear me speak
amst their masters. Blessed be God that-I was=di-

qected not. to say any thing, this first txme to the-mas-
ters at all, though my text led me to it. 1t might have

3een of bad consequences, to tell them- their ‘duty,.or
harge them too roundly with the neglect of it, before
ﬂ)elr slaves. They would mind all I said to their mas-
rs, and, perhaps, nothing that I said to them.. Every

S}nng is beautiful in its season. Lord, teach me always.
hat due season, wherever I am cal[ed to give either -
lack or white a portion of thy word! However, others
of the poor creatures, I hear, were very thankful,.and ;.
ame- home to their master’s houses saymg, that they"‘

would strive to sin no more. Poor he'lrts These dif-
ferent accounts affected me; dand upon the whole, I could

not help rejoicing, to imd that their consciences w ere so
ar awake.

“Saturday, May 7. In my conversation these two
days, with some of my friends, I was diverted much, in
learmg several things that passed among the poor ne-
droes, since my preaching to them last Sunday One .of
the women, it seems, said, ‘that if the book I preached-
qut of; was the best book that was ever bought at Lon-
on, she was sure it had never all that ia it, which I
oke to the negroes’ The old min, who spoke out
loud last ‘Sunday, and said, ‘yes,. when 1 asked them
whether all the negroes would not go to heaven? -be-
ik}g questioned by somebody, why he spoke out.so? an
swered, ‘that the gentleman put the question ‘once
twice to them,/ /and the other fools had not the mann

to make me any answer; till, at last, I seemed to.poiut at

Nim, and he was ashamed thdt nobody should answer me,

. @nd therefore he did.” Another, wondering why I said
N

; Egroes had bhck hearts; was 'mswered by his black -
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other thus: “Ah thau fool! dost thou .net. nnderstand
‘He means black with sin’ Two more.girls were
oserheard by their mistress, talkmggabout religion; and
the; ‘they knew, if.they did.not repent, they must
.be:dainned.’ - ‘From.all whlch I mfer, that.thése Bermu-
das. ‘megroes are ‘more "knowing than . T supposed; that
- their consciences ire awake, and consequently prepared,
Jinga good measure, .for hearing the gospel preached un-
~ {o.them.
. “Sunday, May 8. This also, I trust, has heen a good
Sabbatb fn.the morning I washelped to preach power-
fully {0 a melting; and rather a larger congregation than
ever, in.Mr. Paul’s meeting-house; and in the evening,
to almost aslarge a congregation of black and white as
-Jast'Sunday in “thie fields, near my hearty friend, Mr.
Hohday s house. To see so many black faces was aﬁ'ec—
hng They heard very attentively, and some of them
- now hegan to weep. May God grant them a godly
sonrow, that worketh repentance not to be repented
~of},
. “Friday, May 13. This afternoon preached over the
- gorpse of Mr. Paul’s eldest son, about twenty-four years
-of age; and by all I could hear, and judge of by con-
' versing with him, he did indeed die in the Lord. [ visit-
ed:him twice last Lord’s day, and was quite satisfied with
what'he said, though he had not much of the sensible
presence of God I findhe was a preacher upon. his
death bed: for he exhorted all his companions. to- love
Christ in sincerity; and blessed his brother and sister,
and 1 think; his father and mother; just before his depar-
* ture. A great many people attended the funeral. I
-preached on Luke viii, 13. ‘And when the Lord saw her,
"s4ghe: had. compassion on ber, and said unto her, weepnot.’
any were affected in the application of my ‘discourse,
gnd, 1 trust, some will be induced, by this young man’s
good example, to remember their Redeemer in the days
of ‘their youth. Graut it, O Lord, for thy dear Sons
sake.

“Sundey, May 15. Praise the Lord 0 my soui ahd

100
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il - oy - ) .
all that is within-me praise hig holy name! ‘This morning
I preached my farewell sermon at Mr. Paul’s meeting-
ouse——it ‘'was quite. full; and, as ‘the president said,
ove.one hivndred and fifty whites; *begides blacks, were
round ithe house. Attention saton-eéveéry face; and when
1/came to take my Oh! what a sweet, unaffected
eeping was. there to'be seen every where. Ibelieve
there were few dry eyes. The negroes, likewise with-.
ont doors, I heard weep plentifully. My own heaft was -
affe,cted; and though I have parted with friends so often,
.yet 1find every fresh parting almost unmans me, and
very much affects my heart. Surely, a great work is
begun in some souls at Bermudas. Carry it on, O Lot:d:!
and if it be thy will, send me to this dear people again.
ven so, Lord Jesus. Amen! R X
| “After sermon, I dined with three of the cotincil, and .
other gentlemen and ladies, at captain Bascom’s; and
from thence we went to a funeral, at which My, M——t .
preached: and after that, I expounded on our lord’s"
transfiguration, at the house of one Mrs. Harvey, sister
to dear Mr. Smith, of Charlestown. The house was_ex-
ceeding full, and it was supposed ahove three hundred -
stoed in the yard. The Lord enabléd me to'lift up my .
voice like a trumpet. Many wept. Mr. M——r retirned” *
from the.fuperal with me, and attended the lecture; as -
did the three counsellors, with whom I converse freely.
ay God reward them, and all the dear people.of, the
island for those many favours conferred on me, who
am the chief of sinners, and less than the least of all
saints! o ‘ S
- |“Sunday, May 22.. Blessed be God!"the little leaven
thrown into the three measufes of meal. begins to fer:
m£nt, and work.  Almost every day for the week past,

have conversed with souls loaded with a sepse of their
sins;-and, as far as I can judge, really pricked to the
heart. - I preached only three. times, but to almost three
times larger auditories than usual. Indeed the fields are -
‘Teady unto harvest, God-has been pleased to bless"
te visits, Go where I will, upon the least noticé,

" Priva




dfa.  This (Tay I took as it were,
, ! ‘fa As the ship did not sall I preached '
. dt Somerset-in morning to- a large ‘corgregation in
 the ,ﬁelds and ‘expounded. in the_evening, at Mr.' Har-
vey 3 house, round which  stood any hundreds of jpeo-
le.. Butin the morning and evening, how did the: -poor
- souls .weep!  Abundance of prayers and blessings were
put up for my safe passage to England, and speedy re-
- turn to Bermudas again. May they enter into the ears
é Lord of Sabbath! With all humility and thank-
ess of heart, will I here; O Lord; set up my. Eber- - .
: r.bltherto ‘surely thou has helped me! Thanks
1o the Lord for sending me hither. I liave been re-
. ceived i in.a manner I'dared not: expect and have met
7 h llttle, very little opposntlon, indeed. The inhabit-
eem to be: plam and open-hearted. They have
ed-me with _provisions for my seastore; and'in the
‘several parlshes, by a private voluntary contnbutxon,
.~have rdised me upwards of oNE HUNDRED POUNDS ster-
lmg Thns ‘will pay a little of Bethesda’s debt, and en-
‘me tp make sach a remittance to my dear yoke-fel-
nay keep her.from being embarrassed, or toc
eholden in my absence. Blessed he God for
brmgmg me out of my embarrassments by degrees! May
‘the Lord. reward all my benefactors -a-thousand .foldt
¢ thit what was given, was given exceedingly
ily: ;md people only lamented that they could: de-
re.”?
-,ransmlttmg to Georgia the contributions he had_ Te-
d, and fearing a relapse if he had returned’ torA-
rica in the heat. of summer; and also’ bemg ‘much
ssed to return to England, Mr. Whitefield -took -his:
sage'ina brig, and arrived safe in twenty- elght days at
;- and the next evening, July 6, he came to London,
g been absent near four years. -

ok Bermudas is placed by itself in almost the mid
_ Atlantic ocean. It has been Jusﬂy celebrated b
‘the poet, and the late -bishop B keley, who resxd
. for some txme.




CHAPTER xm ’

m. hzs arr twal in London, 1748, to his going to Irelami
in theyear 1'751

ON Mr Whitefield’s visiting a few of his friends, im-
. medxately after his return, he found himself in no very
; ‘greeable situation. His congregatlon at the tabernacle
assadly scattered. And as to his outward circumstances,
e had “s0ld all his household farniture, to help to pay
‘the orphan -house ‘debt, which yet was far fiom being
gancelled. But under all these discouragements, he was
s‘ il supported. His congregation was soon recruited, and
eceived him with the greatest joy.”  And at this txme a

-1‘rery unexpected thing happened to him. The countess

i Among the illustrious characters of our ume, one ﬁa
shone more conspicuous in the religious world then th

* @xcellent countess of Huntingdon, whose praise is i

dannot but make her memory dear to surviving friends: ‘and
| £

er reputation having reached to thousands, who'never were

of Huntmgdou,*‘ before his arrival, had erdered Mr.-’ 3

¢hiirches.  Thé eminence and usefulness of such a woman, -

i lessed by her acuaintance, all will’ ‘be ankious to n0w

Irmethmg of a woman so famous in her day and gene

baye for some time employed my time, and I hope notun-" -

E roﬁtably for myself-dnd the church of God, in collectmg"
Zn ‘arranging a memoir of her ladyship’s “Tajthful servi
nd the great success attending them, . The narrative js-in-: - .
terspersed - with Biographical Sketches of several’ emlnent
'persons—-the Rev. Messrs. Romaine, Venn, Joues,, Scott,
illsy: Fletcher, Penticross, &c. &c. &c. and will exhibit, T
hope, several characters of exalted excellence, striving' to-
éther for-the hope of the gospel.” I am indebted for infor-
many of my friends. ~ And I solicit all who loved
‘living, and still’ revere her memory, to send’me
lars with which they are acquamted that I may
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el Harris to brmg him'’ to her house at Chelsea, a‘s

s he came on shore. He-went, and having:-preach-
ed twice, the countess wrote-to him, that several of the -
nobility desired tohearhim.. Inafewdays the edrl of
Chesterfield, and a whole circle of them attended; and
having heard once, desired they might hear him again.
¢J therefore. preached again,” says he, “in the evening,

. and went home, never more surpnsed at any incident in
my life. All behaved quite well, and were in some de-
gree affected. : The earl of Chesterﬁeld thanked me,

i and sald “8ir, 1 will not tell you what I shall tell others,
how. 1 approve of you;” or words to that purpose. At
Jast lord ‘Bolingbroke*. came to hear, sat like an arch-
blshop, and. was pleased to say, ‘1 .had done great Justlce
to the divipe attributes in my djscourse.’ Soon_ after-
wards hér ladyshlp removed to town, where I'preach-
ed genera]ly twice a-week to very brllllant audlto-

500!

: ﬁbe 'b]e more, exphcltly to detaxl the eventful penods of aj'
llf'e_ o long ¢ spent in domg good : :

Thls celebrated infidel and tory, was oné day readmg
’s ingtitutions. A clergyman (the Rev. Mr. Caugeh,

i cnrate of Ba.ttersea) of his lordship’s acquaintal
n on a“visit, Tord B. said to him, “You have~ _aught?
ing John /Calyin;. he was- mdeed a man of great-
itnd. sense, and: vast leammg, he handles,the d
s:0f -g cein a very magterly manner.”’——t¢

rephed the clergyman; ¢‘the doctnnes fg
all mankind together by the ears.”’—¢I am’su
hear you say so;” answered lord B. ‘you who
lieve and to preach christianity. Those doctri
the doctrines of the Bible, and if T be
st belleve them. 'And, let me serio

: ",

lty, and its contmued preservatlon, ase
€ ¢ preaching of it is committed. to the
ul hns an ‘wretches as you.” T )
' Avigustus Montague Top v, at
the countess of Huntingdon; wh '
gbroke’s.own mouth. _




In Se :'tembep, 1748 he visited Scotland the thnrd ime,
received: W|th ‘- hearty welcome. : Multitudes "
to hear hlm, both at- Edmburgh and Glasgow

' man y quxckened and. co_mforted . My old
nds are ore sdlldly so than. éver;: and a foundatlon,

'-L,rd should call me thlther agam Two synodst and

‘* M S. and Letter 673.
1 Letter 700."

11" He means the synods of Glasgow and Pelfh and the
P 'esbytery of Ldmbulgh ‘What happened in the synodyof
1 ;‘ lasgow, may be seen in a pamphlet, entitled, ‘A Fair and
I npartial Account of the Debate in the Synod of Glasgow
a
field: published at Edmburgh the same year, and supposed
to be written by the Rev. Dr. Erskine, who was'then’ min-
_ ister at- ‘Kirkintilloch.  The short history of the matteris
tl is: A motion - was made, tending to prohibit or discourage
ng msters from employmg Mr., Whlteﬁeld The, speéches -
m de'in support of the motion were upon the following top
ics: His being a priest of the church of England. . That’
‘ ha(d not subscribed the Formule. His imprudencies.” ‘Chi
: enca\ scheme of the ofphan-house. Want of evidence
. : money he collects is 1’1ghtly applied:, Assérting
a2 Encouraging a depend-
mpulses ‘and 1mmed1ate revelations." Declarmg',
ence, some people converted, and others !
-uifes nerated Often, mdeed, pretendmg ‘o re-.-

-And lastly, ‘his bemg under a senteqce of suspe
ommissary’ Garden, from- which he had appealed 't ,;
rtof Chancery, and made oath to prosécute that

-a twelve-month and yet it was never prosecuted.

hat mbderat n- and cathohc splrlt, whxc‘xn W is,
ver shall'be the glory of our church. I am sen-

d Ayr, 6th October, 1748, about employmg Mr. Whites -
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While he was in Scotland, he endeavoured to do all
‘the service-he could to the New J ersey College

sxble, many 'thm«rs in the church of England need T
. “tion; -but 1 honour her, notw1thstandm 5 A5.0UT; sister church.
TH bishop:Butler, blshop Secker, or hlshop Sherlock were
. in;Scotland; I should welcome them {6 my “pulpit. ln ‘this I
should lmltate Mr. Samuel Rutherford, as firn a'presbyteri-,
an as ‘any of -us, who yet employed archbishop - Usher.
There is no law of Christ, no act of assembly prohibiting
_ me to give my pulpit tdo an Episcopal, Independeant, or Bap-
tist mlmster, if of sound. principles in the fundamentals of
reh«r on, and of a soberlife. Our chureh expressly enjoins,
i, (Aprll 1711,) that great'tenderness is to be used
eign protestants. The requiring strangers to.subscribe
Formula, before they preach with us, wonld lay as effec-
bar against employing those of congregat\omﬂ prin-
; or. Presbyterian non-subscribers, as those, of .the.
. chiirch of, England. - ’
<“As to Mr. Whitefield,” said another, ‘“‘there are. few
‘ministers whose character has béen so well attested, by “the
nost competent judges, both at home and abroad One
:i. thing I cannot but observe: those who have spoken most
G warmly arfamst Mr. Whitefield in this debate, acknowledge
.« 'they. have made little. or no inquiry into ‘hi§ character:
g-iwhereas, those on the other side, have made a very careful
inquiry; and that inquiry has turned out entirely to theu‘
satigfaction, With regard to his imprudencies, theré is.a
great difference between blunders owing to a bad heart; and
those that are owing only toa misinformed _judgment;. espe-
- cially when the mistakes that occasioned them, have misled
* ‘several.great and good men. Whether Mz:. Whitefield’s
- ‘sclieme of the orphan-house be prudent or not, it is demon-
e st ble it was honestly meant. The maglstrates of ‘Savan-
- pah .published, three years ago, in'the Philadelphia Gazette,
an affidavit, that they had carefully ‘examined: ME White-
field’s receipts and disbursements, and found that.what he
had collected in behalf of the orphans had been honestly ap-
. plied; and that besides, he had given considerably to
his own property. As to his ma.mtammg, that assu

ls essential ‘to'faith; encoufaging an: unwarr:mtable reg
‘impressions; and helng too hastyin’ pronouncing;




erica,” to make “application in person* w hich' was’

ms itution, advmed the sendme; over aw minister - fiom
[t’£r ards done in'the year 1754, when_apphcatxon was

be n altered for npwards of two vears. And now he scarce
preaches a sermon,. without o‘uandxr.o his hearers against re~
lying on impressions, and tellmg them that faith, and a per-
suasion that we are justified, are ‘vary different thmgs, and
th;t a holy life is the best evidence of a gracious state.
These retractions are owing to a real change of sentiment.
Ler.tels from correspondents in New England show,ethat
thig chan eis,'at least, of two years date, and thatever since
it ] appened he has preached and acted with remarkable
caytion. Lastly, with respect to the prosecution of. his’
appeal; Mr. Whitefield exerted himself fo the utmost to g6t
his lappeal heard, but could not prevail on the lords :
sioners so much as once to meet on the affair:- they, no .
doubt, thinking of commissary Garden’s arbi
ings with the contempt they deserved.:
"‘M ', Whitefield bemg under a suspension 1
isnow nominister.’ But for what was he suspe 1
for no other crinde, than omitting-to use the form of prayer
| pr scribed in the communion book, when officiating in'a’
prefbyterlan congregation. - And shall a meeting of presby-

terjan ministers pay any regard to a sentence which had

. such'a foundation?” .

“T'he issué of the debate was a rejection of the motion by
voi{f, 47 to 13; and 4 resolution which was so expressed as =~
to ¢ a-decent burial of it; laying no new restrictionson:
isters from inviting strangers, but leaving things precise-
ly they were before. And they who chose to giv
Whitefield their pulpit, never after met with any mg
ti' . Upen the whole, the attacks made on Mr."Whift
fidld’s ‘character, proved the occasion of informing the syn-

im, of the great increase of his prudence and caution, and™’

the remarkable change 6f his sentiments and behaviour, so.
r/as either were offensive. And then what was intended

for hls reproach, tuined out, to hlS honour.. o




made Dy’ Mr _Te ant: and Mr Davnes to the assembiy,
who appomted ageneral collection..

«Mr. Whitefields thouglits were now envaget] on' 2
plan for making his- orphan-house, which was at first-ins
tended only for the "reception of poor fatherless children,
f literature and: academical learning.” He
’thought-sﬁch an institution was much wanted in Amenca

And which;-if ‘properly conducted, would render very. -

,eSSenhal service ‘to the: coltmy In® consequence of

_ which; on his retarnto England, he signified his intention,
by letter o the. trastees, if they would be pleased to
alter the. govemment of the colony, a.nd permit a limit-
ed usé. of negroés; for otherwise; it was his jgpinion,
that: Georgla would never ‘become a -flourishifig. pro-

vince# In thesmean time he’travelled, preached every-

wl}ere as usual, meeting ‘with’ gréat success 'during the’

, 1749, he made an excursion to Exéterf
here he was agreeably surprised to find

" more- cordially than the ‘Rev. Andrew Kmsman,i at

% Letter 1214, ' '* v

g When Mr. Whitefield' was preaching at Exeter, a man
W 'present who had loaded his pockets with stones, in order
to'fling them: at that ‘eminently ‘precious ‘ambassadorof
C He heard his prayer, however, with' patiencé:-but
.had he named his text;.than the man pulled a-

yorfunity to throw it. But God seita word to his’

it of .God, through- your ministiy, has given me a brok--
‘en, :haart The mah proved to be a sound convert, and liv-
. ed.ani o;'nament to the Gospel Such® power belongeth unto
God‘ i o

;,The Rev: Anidrew. Kmsman was born at Tavnstock, m

N - , N Sl

n the péople, since his last visit to:
about five years before. He-was received-
‘his'late ' converts as an “angel of God; and by none

his pocket, and ‘held it in his hand; waiting for

nd the stone'dropped ‘from his hand.” After sermon™
nt:to’ Mr. Whitefield, and told him, $8ir, I'came to’
ryou this day, with a view to break your head;*but the
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.whose ‘house he resided during the, present, and every
subsequent visit.- From this time Mr. Kinsman became
intimately acquainted, and closely connected - with Mr.
Whitefield; for whom he retained the most filial affec- . *

e county, of Devon, November 17, 1724. His childhood
“and youth were marked by a disposition and manners mild
arld engaging, togéther with a. behaviour to his parents pes
cyliarly dutiful. He was; however, unacquainted . with the
religion of the gospel, until he had attained his.seventeenth
year, when providentially meeting" with a volume of Mr.
.Whitefield’s sermons, one of these on the New *Birth was
greatly blessed as a mean of informing his. judgment, and
alarming his conscience. Having but a few spiritual friends
to|converse with, he continued - for some time in a-state: of
suspense, relative to his interest in divine things, and.was
uncertain whether he was actually renewed in the spirit 'of
his mind. .But God, who ‘hearéth the sorrowful’sighing of

ihe prisoner, at length gave him the oil of jo ourning,
~ and the garment of praise for the spirit of h R
1 His:gloomy and tormenting fears being'h i§sipated,

and bis Lieart exulting in the grace of Godplﬂssﬁiour; he
was spon impressed with an ardent concern, to interest:the '
attedtion of his relations to these important objects. Their
great indifference, even to the form of godliness, gave fre-
quent occasion to many strong cries and tears to God in ge-
-crety that Ghrist imight be formed in their hearts, the hope
of|glory. But being unable to suppress his feelings ;énj’
longer, he one evening exclaimed;. witk an effectual emo-
tion, : as. they .were retiiing to their chambers, ‘“Whati
shall we go to bed withont prayer! - How do we knew:but -
»sqrge of us: may awake in hell ‘before morning?’ " By this
unexpected.address, the family were seized with asolenin -
awe;. and: while they looked on -each  other with congeious
shame for.the neglect of so obvious a duty; he fell upon ‘his’
kness, and prayed with that readiness and fervour, which
‘Breatly excited their astonishment. oo o
Nor was his duxiety confined -to; their spirituil ‘welfaie;
for his_ heart’s desire was,. that his neighbours might algo
participateof the unsearchable richesof Christ. -He there- ..
_fore shortly began to read Mr. Whitefield’s sermons, to as
‘many as would attend; and supposed, with Melancthon, that'
Wwhat had proved so singular a blessing; to himself, wonld not
4aif to produce similar effects on them, as soon as they-were
10 '
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',tlon to h:s dymg dayx frequently trave]led with, and
eonsulted him as a father upon all his rellglous con-
eerns:

. Multitudes crowded to hear hnm and many. gave

heard. Contmumg‘ to read the works of eminent divines
for some time, the small company who attended “these ex-
ercises, perceiving bim to be a youth of promising abilities,
‘encouraged him to cultivate them, by the study and delive-
ry of his own discourses. After repeated solicitations he
was prevailed upon; and his first essay of this nature, was
from Ezekiel xxxvii. 3. “Son of man can these bones live?
and I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest.” He used to
speak of this as a season pecuharly solemn and affecting. "
The Lord encouraged these: his early efforts, by giving him
many seals to his ministry, among whom.were his father,
) mother, and three sisters.
- About: this period, Mr. Whitefield, in one of his voyages
. to America; was obliged, by an unexpected occurrence, to
. repairt outh, wherethe had never been before, to se-
.- cure himself'a passage in a ship about to sail from that
port.  Here, according to his usual custom, he embraced
the first opportunity of preaching to the inhabitants. He:
" had not delivered many discourses, before a gracious Provi-
-dence preserved him from bemg assassinated, and at the
same time overruled the horrid attempt of his enemies, to
-the furtherance of the gospel. (See chapter X. page 81.)
Intelligence of ‘these circumstances being circulated around
.the adjacent country, Mr. Kinsman fled with great eager-
. ness. to hear him. Being introduced after sermon to his
' company, he prevailed on-him to visit Tavistock. ‘But the
- gpposition he there met with was_so violent, as to excite
- such:a:deép-rooted antipathy in the mind of Mr. Kipsman,
* to his'native town, that hé resolved to reside in it no longer.
" Having removed to Plymouth, he, at the age of abont twen-
Aty-one, commenced an acquaintance with Miss Ann Tiley,
with whom he was united in marriage, in the year 1745.
Shie was a.very spiritual and zealous christian; and, with
many-others, had been converted under Mr. Whitefield’s
1n1mstry, while hé was detained there through the delays of
‘the donvoy. By he¥ihe had four children, Ann, Andrew,
John and George; the two former of whom. tlll survive, ‘and
_ are -members of the religious community over which Le
still pr esided.




th

pr ofs of a soh‘
[ \«lymouth seems to. be’ quite a ‘new place to me.” As
is health was impaired in London, he loved to range; as.

_he:calls it, after pl‘eClOUS souls. ~Yet he never wxshed

;f&t Plymouth God gave testimony to the word of his

conversion to God.”" “N ow,” =ays he,
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grace. The congregations rapldly increased; and many:

welre ¢added to the church of suclias should be. saved.” A
large place of worship was shortly  after erected, called
he Tabernacle,” towards the erection. of which Mr.

Kl sman generously contributed. This place was chiefly

supplied'by Mr. Whitefield’s colleagues, the Rev. Messrs.
Cennick, Adams, Middleton, &c. &c. whe were kindly en-
tertained under Mr. Kinsman’s roof, froe of any expenle to
gmselves, or the infant cause.. -

As Plymouth Dock, about two miles from Plymouth, be-

' ca e exceedingly populous, and as there was.no place of

" th

tin

worship in all the town to accommodate the inhabitants, ex-~
cept the little chapel in the King’s Yard, Mr. Kinsman con-
md}red this circumstance as a fit occasion to diffuse.among
m the savour of the knowledge of Christ. - He began to
pr#ach out of doors, and continued this practice for some

e, amidst the most violent persecutions; being frequent--
lyi hlmed to fly for his life; and often expected, that before
the ensuing morning his dwelling house at Plymounth would
be‘demohshed At times he has been surrounded by eight
ornine drums from the military to drown his voice. )

ut amidst this formidable opposition, his sirength was

. eq1 al to his day. JVow Providence would soften-his adver-

punposes; then would fortify him with courage to withstand

sarjes into pity, and ‘thereby divert them from their evil
thj[ixmted efforts of an outrageous mob. Once in particular,

en to interrupt his preachmg. On arriving at the spot,

onl “desisted from their design, but directed their ‘venge-

) an e against their mischievous employer, who with difficulty
esg aped with his life; and so exemplified the words of Da-:

Vld “His mischief shall return upon his own head and his
violent: dealing shall come down upon his own pate.”

Plymouth, Tabernacle, it was disturbed by a lieutenant of
th: navy, who came with a part of his’ crew, armed for'a
de ! rate assault. . Having bmken the Wlndows, they en-

ock, a persen of considerable fortune hired a number

thely were so moved by his-engaging address, that they not’

‘At another time, when the congregation was assembled in



e

to form a new sect, or strove: to becom bthe head of a
party. ¢l have seen enough™ of popularity,”. says he,
(Letter 1247, ) “to be sick of it; and did not the interest

of my blessed Master require my appearmg in pllbllc,

" the first time to about sixteen persons;. but the congrega- -
b'nons rapldly mcreased, and in the year 1752, a meetmg—

-tered ‘the place in a body. Their first attempt was to ex-

tinguish the lights, an en to faill upon the people; but a
person perceiving the ign, drew up- the: chandehel to
the ceiliig of the bul]dmg. Baffled in this project, they
fell upon the peaple, without regard either to age or sex,
and beat them with their bludgeons in a merciless manner.
The worship being interrupted, a general alarm and out-
ory of murder.ensued. At this 'instant,-Mr. Kinsman, by

_an extraordinary-effort, throwing himself into the midst.of

the throng, seized the lieutenant, the ringleader of the riot-
‘ers: and as he- was drawing. l'us sword upon him, wrested
it from" his hand. No exertion on the side of the rioters
¢ould force Mr. Kinsman to quit his Lold of the lieutenant;
and by main- strength, in the heat of the rencounter, he

- drew him out of the Tabernacle into the yard, where the

same scene of confusion was continued. Here the lieuten-,
ant made many violent struggles to disengage hlmself—mst
his laced hat—and had his clothes considerably torn in the

frontdoor. to the magistrate. Both parties were now at
loss to discover what was become of their champions, - Mr.
Kinsman’s friends were almost distracted, supposing he had

. been carried off by the rioters, and torn piece-meal. But

they were soon _agr eeably disappointed.. The lieatenant
conducted hlmself with great insolence before the magis-
trate, who committed hiin to the watch-house, where he lay
all mght. Bexngﬁ-ought before him again-the uext morn-
ing, he acknowledged his offences, engaged to repair all da-
mages, and make such other concessions as the injured par-
ty might require. Mr. Kinsman having obtained his ob-
ject, and being unwilling to injure the cause of religion in
the esteem of the world, by- a spirit of inexorable resent-
ment, acceded to his proposals, and he was accordingly dis-
mlssed nor was he ever afterwards called upon by Mr.
Kmsman or his friends, to fulfil his engagements..

Having procured a ‘private house in Dock;, he. preached

.~ atmmpt But Mr. Kinsman preservered his hold, dragged .
JHim intg his dwelling-house, and earried him off through the

-
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Nothwithstanding,. his zeal abated not. . “I dread the
thoughts of flagging in the latter stage of my road,”

house was erected; which, by the blessing.of God upon his

ministry, was-obligéd to-be enlarged six of seven times; and
now measures sixty-four by sixtyfeet. . : o
i | He was now called out to itinerate frequently in many
counties in the kingdom; -and his peculiar abilities attracted

eneral attention,.which; together with the affability of his
manners, the uncommon cheerfulness of his. disposition,
and his great usefulnesss, raised’him to a high degree of es-
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t e.world should hear.'-—buf little of 'me-'lfénceforWard_,” -

.

, teem wherever he went. Nor was he Iéss respected, nor .
‘his ministry attended with less general goed, at Bristol and

ondon—cities to which he was invited by Mr. Whitefield;
j ho_ used to call Bristol. Mr. Kinsman’s America, alluding
t hifi own popularity and success in that quarter of the
orld..

ned with him at the Tabernacle-house, in company ;with a.
young: clergyman. After dinner there was a most tremen-
dous storm of thunder and lightning. As they stood at the

‘the 'clergymgn, from his being a visitant to Mr. Whitefield,-
to be a serious person, familiarly put his hand upon his
shoulder, and, with great cheerfulness and energy, repeafed
- the words of Dr. Watts:— . : : R

; “The God that rules on high,
And thunders when he please;

That rides upon the stormy sky,
And manages the seas,—”

And then, with peculiar pathos and confidence, added,

“This awful God is ours,
Our Father and our Love!”

1

‘;f)’}mticall'y.delivel'ed, made a deep impression on the mind

by:thie blessing of God, ended in his saving conversion. - -

self-highly honoured in preaching the first sermon that eves
: 10%* B -

- | Mr. Whitefield being about to sail for America, sent for
h%m to Liondon. On his arrival he was introduced, and di~

window below the raging elements, Mr. Kinsman, supposing -

The. words so appositely introduced, so solemnly and so em; :

of the.young clergyman, and began a conversation, which,

“[Here his ministry was greatly owned; and he thoughthim-:



_a“vas_siﬁ*ek;ivir_e ion: \i'sé_:dl"fnggﬁis “letters {o: his friends,
(Lietters 1287, 1397, and1421.) He was often indisposed;
* ‘but’he thought that travelling and" preaching did - him

was delivered from the pulpit of the present tabernacle.— -
His harinonious voice, hig sprightly and-psthetic:manner of
- address; brought no small’ number of ‘all ‘ranks to hear him:

.. among whom was Shuter, the celebrated comedian, who,

“.having been excited by ciriosity to hear MF. Whitefield,

-« was so-affected with his preaching, that:at one time there
were hopes of- his being under serious impressions.. Having
also heard Mr. Kinsman, he was so delighted with him, that

. he frequently visited him. But the lamentable immorality -
that pervades the stage, the scoffs of ridicule from men of

. considerable influencé, and the contemptuous insinuations
of “the profane, that most dangerous and destructive method

. of attagk to which Mr. Shuter was, by his profession, particu-~
larly exposed, soon operated as a foil to those rising hopes

.~ that:were entertained concerning him; and, as blasts, swept

. 'awaythose promising and blooming flowers. ’ L

‘Some years after, havirig forgot where he lived, accident~

‘ally:meeting Mr.. Kiusman at Plymouth, he enibraced him

“with rapture, and.inquired if that was the place of his resi-

dence? He replied, <Yes; but I am just returned from Lon~ -

don, where I'have preached so often, and to suchlarge au-
itori have been so indisposed, that Dr: Fothergill
mediate return. to the country, for change of

_air? T, said Mr, Shuter, ‘“have been acting Sir

John Falstaff so often, that I thought I should have died; and

‘the.physicians advised me to come into the country for the"

benéefit of the air. Had you died, it would have been serv-

" ing the best of masters; but had I, it would have been in

the service of the devil. O, sir; do you think I ever shall

be called again? I certainly was when [ was studying my
part in the park; and if Mr. Whitefield had let me come to

- the: Liord’s table with him, I never should -have gone baek

‘again. But'the caresses of the great are exceedingly en-

snaring. My lord E— sent for me to day; and I was

glad 1. could not go. Poor things! they are unhappy, and

they want Shuter to make them laugh. But, O sir! such a-

life’as‘yours!-—As soon as I leave you I shall be king Rich-

ard. This is what they call a good play, and as goodias
some sermons. - I acknowledge there are some striking and

- oral things in it. But after it, T shall come in again with
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"gc; od, - “Fezrr not yout weak body,” says helin: Letter:
1330, to. the Rév. James Hervey,~~'we are jmmostal
hll our work is-done. Christ’s: ‘Tabgurers must live: by

my farce of A dish of all Sorts; and knoeckall that on the
head. - Fine reformers are we!”; “The 'in bltantsgafter-
ward taking noticé" that he visited' Mr. Kinsman,
tonished; and one gentleman i particular, asked hlm,
were a Methodist? - “Mine is a fine method, is it not?
Iwish I was, If any are right, they are.”

Mr. Kinsman once preaching .in London; on the Liord’s
day, a heavy and unexpected ‘shower of rain coming ony se-
veral Sabbath-breakers passing by at that instant, fled into
the Tabernacle for shelter. Among these was a young
man who was personally acquainted with Mr. Kinsman at-
PlnEmouth. -Seeing him in the pulpit, he immediately .re~

solyed to wait till the conclusion of. the service, and inguire
after the welfare of his relations. - This he accordingly did
thor Mr. Kinsman replied, with his. usual affability,
“Yjourgood aunt and religious mother are bothlately gone to
-hegven; but which way are you going? ‘What will your pious
mother say, if she should miss her William ‘there?” Though. .
the sermon had not the least effect, this sentence struck him
to the heart; and God made it the means of his conversiox
Helafterwards becamea very valuable member-of
at/ Dock, and died an Israelite indeed! - Some:
. his youngest son, a wild young man, ‘marrying,s
v ch' d, applied to-Mr. Kinsman to baptize it.
ing| some. knowledge of his charater, told him; he would
baptize his:child for the grandfather’s sake; and then began :
- toy: relate the striking circuistance of his father’s-convers.
sion. " This so affected the _Yyoung man, that from that time'
- he became serious; and is Dow & member of the same -
ch rch at Dock. :
‘At Plymouth and Dock, hls preachlng was still attended .-
wil remarkable success, particularly among young. per« .
At length the repeated solicitations of the’ people in<.
dug ed him to limit the sphere of his operations, and; excep!
~ his |visits to London and’ Bristol, lus labours were cliefly’
' ned to the above places.
In the year 1763, the seciety at Dock bedomin;
mg ous, wished to be formed into a regular chiirc
thérefore gave. Mr. Kinsman an unanimous gall to.t
°V rs:lght of them; and he having accepted it, was.se
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" miraclesi t, Fnust ‘not live at all;for 'God onFy
+  ‘knows what I daily endure; my contmual vomitings
:_:,almost kill me; and ;yet the plﬂplt is my cure—so that

- to the pastoraloffice at - Broadmead, in Bristol, August- 4th -
by thie  Rev. Benjamin: Fawcett, of Kidderminster; the
Kev. George Powell, of Weathersfield; the” Rev. Jeremiah

ield, of Welhngton, Somerset; the Rev. Hugh Evans,and

the Rev. John Thoman, of Bristol. ~In the year 1771, he
© went to reside wholly at Dock; until whlch period he never

Feceived any pecuniary conslderatwn ‘for his services; nor

did he in the whole course of his. ministry. at Plymouth, ne-

ver having required any. R

After his settlement”in the pastoral ‘office, Prov1dence
aised up several of the members of the church to assist in

. preaching, particularly ‘tlie Rev. Robert Heath, now of

. Redborough. But these being frequently called to labour
4n the adJacent towns and villages, and the state of Mr.
Kinsman’s health for many years, not admitting of his
predching three times on the Lord’s-day, both places were

. obliged to be provided Wwith regular assistants, the most dis-
"tioguished of whom were: at Plymouth, the Rev. Messrs.

Dunn and Padden; at" Dock; the Rev. V[essrs. Jones and

;of whom contmued for some timé in “the exer-

ents with success, until invited ‘to'the pastoral

liér places.. After they were removed, a succes-

-ministers from the metropolis'and othef parts of the

.kingdom, regularly supplied the congregation, much upon'

the same plan with the London and Bristol tabernacles. In

January, 1792, dropsical symptoms began first to:malke their,

ppearance in his legs, and left little hope to his friends of

long continwance among them. For_the.last twelve

'{months he could do little more than preach two. or three

: sermons, and it was ‘with great dlﬁculty ‘he contlnued te

ninister the Lord’s supper.

he approached to the.close of life, he would flequent-

‘out of his' chamber window, and on seeing multi-

cking to the meeting, would .say—<Thither T once

bes of the Lord to worship.” When anticipa-’
ching dissolution, he would frequently adopt

_ language of the pious Wattsi—,

od m portmn, and my love,
¥ ever astmg all; -




my| friends begm to pity: me'less, and\to
ungrateful caution; ‘spare thyéelf o ©

codrage you.”? - .
In-march - 1749 ‘he retumed to.

London, having trav-

I've none but thee in heav’n above, -
Oron this earthly ball'”

An( that ofher well—knq,wn verse in the 17th Psalm =

«“Q glorious hour! 0 bless’d abode!
"1 shall be near and hk& my God!

‘And flesh and sin no more controul
" The sacred pleasures of the soul.””

few hours b&ore he died, he: sald “Oh how ill T am,

bu my God, my life, my time, my. all is in thy hands. On -
Lh edol trust, in thee I can conﬁde

A guilty, weak and helpless worm, ' )
On thy kind arms 1 fall; - | :
Be thou my strength and ughteousness,
My Jesus and my all!”

A short time before he died, Mrs. Kinsman asked him
hoy he did. He replied, with a sweet serenity, “St111 in the -
bo y.”?

“But in his dylng countenance was seen
A smile, the index of a soul serene.”

C ntmmncr sensxble, belng almost, gone, and ‘acarcely nble
to artlculate, he said in'a broken maoner, .

RETTALN £ esus, lover of - my ‘soul

\efi $iniled again, and without a snrh fell asleep in't
s of that compassionate Jesus, whom he had arden
l()J:‘d ‘and faithfully preached, for more than fifty years

e died February 28, 1793, in the sixty-ninth: year o hls o
age
xJOD the following Sabbath two’ funeral ser
preached for him; one at Plymouth by the Rey.. Mr.
from-John v. 35—fe was a burning and a'
And'the - other: at Dock, by the Rev.|Matt
London, from Daniel Xii.. 3.—“They| tha
shine as the brightness of ‘the firmament; and
) many to rxghteousness, as the stars forever




JNDRED MILES in the Wwest; and to his
und._ that” his former ]abours had .been
t ) d-—(Letter 1243.) . .

In May, he went to Portsmouth and Portsea, vyhere

R

yeal‘ 1700
- the spot; and the parish ‘of Portsea, as it is' now called ex-
“ clusivé” of Qhe nelghbourmg town" 1 Viof Portsmouth did’ not

. 22,000 ‘at least. At that time there was no.other place of
worshlp but the parish’ church; and thére are now twelve
- places.devoted to.the service of God.

About the year 1746, the Rev. John Cenmck came to
Povised; and préached in the open air. “He was followed
by t @v. Messrs. Adams, Meredith, and others, in con-

, ‘Tection with Mr. Whlteﬁeld who hlmself in 1749, visited
+ the place, and preached in the fields to very numerous con-
gregations. . About this time several serious ‘persons,
some of whom were members of the Rev. Mr. William’s
" church at Gosport, and others of the Rev. Mr. Norman’s at
Portsmouth, formed themselves into a society, and, by asmall
weekly subscription, defrayed the expenses of the preach-
ers who visited them. Their number was considerably in~
', .Creased, by the Jiving blessing, on three visits paid them
by Mr. WhltJ field, ard by the labours of other ministers.
‘At length, in" 1754, they erected a place of worship, fifty-
‘three feet by thirty, which they calied “The Tabernacle.”
‘For about fifteen years the congregation was supplied by
the Rev. Messrs. Adams, Croom, Vines, Hogg, Comelms,
Wmter, and others: bat this‘mode of supply proving.incon-
‘venient and expensive, they determined on having a regu-
minister; and being formed into a church, were provi-
ntially led to make choice of the Rev, Thomas Tuppen,
ttle among them as their.pastor. Mr. Tuppen com-
mmenced his stated labours ‘at Portsea, in March 1769,
‘Was well attended. In a leiter, to Mr. Whltefleld
‘the 30th _.of June, 1769, he says, “I Thave : -never
ed on a ‘Liord’s day, but, on some parts of it, I have
ndred bearers, many times double that’ number;
I’ days never less than two or three huidred, .
‘some encouragement; and there. is reason; to
he . Lord owns and -blesses his word‘ and tha.t,
any ,eople in this place > oo
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he preached to numerous and atténtwe audrtornes
Many were savingly wrought. upon—prejudices every:
wh ere removed-—and those who before calumniated and
* ‘Mr. Tuppen was born in the year 1743, at Brighthelm-
stone, in Sussex, where he was trained up by asobér, moral
mo the1, in astrlct attachment to the established ¢hurch, the -,
public ordinances: of which he constantly attended on the
Lgrd’s-day, performing also some religious exércises at home:
but, satisfied with the mere performance of rellgmus duties, he
reInamed totally ignorant of spiritual thmgs, and 'destitute

of |any real concern for the salvation ef his sonl. When he
arrived at the age of sixteen, the seeds of natural.corrup-
tidn sprang up with vigour, and produced those fruits.of ac-
tual transgression, which are too common at that dangerous
- period of. hfe, unless prevented by the restraints of divine
‘providence, or the influences -of divine grace.. Becoming
af|this time his own mister, more fully than before, by the
re moval of some of his friends to London, and associating
with some very wicked companions, he was hurried on to
the gratification of carnal appetites, with increasing eager-
ness, for about the space of two years.
| But the Lord, who had chosen Lim to be a vessel of hon-
our; to bear bis name to Gentile sinners, was pleased to
send his highly favoured servant, the Reverend George
Whitefield, to Brighton at this penod Induced by curios-
ity tohear a preacher of such peculiar fame, he attended a
sermon out of doors, on a Friday evening, under a tree, at
th back of the White Lion Inn. But so far was he from
p eviously wishing to derive any spiritual benefit from the.
sermon; that, as e confessed afterwards, he could gladly
have Jomed the rabble in stoning him, or, atleast, like Saul’
of Tarsus, have held the clothes of those who would. ~Mgr:
Whlteﬁeld’s text was, Ezek. xxxiii, 11.—“Turn ye, turn
ye,” Under that sermon his malice was changed into ad~
miration; he was convinced, that though young in years, he
V!V a great smner, that he had revolted from God, and
miist turn again to him, or perish. ' This sermon, and others
d hvered on the’ same visit, became the happy means of
lepding him to serious and earnest inquiries about salvation..
is friends, who remained near him, were alarmed,’ aml
UI ited‘to oppose his religiows progress; while conscierice,”
nc W awakened, so strongly charged hlm with sin, that he
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revnled hlm,wnshed hitn fo continue with, and preach the
gosPel to-them.—(Letter 1251.) ;

“June. 24, he .wrote thus from Bristol:— “Yesterday

' endul‘ed consulerable distress. He was now fully satisfied
‘that . he‘could never help himself; and that, if ever be were
‘saved he must be an eternal debtor to free and sovereign
-grace. - He continued in a state of mental bondage for near

‘ten months; and though he joined himself to a little soclety

of christian friends, and constantly united .with them in

:spiritual exercises; he found but transient relief from his
“purthen, till, at one period, being about ten miles distant
from home, hls mind was set at liberty, and he enjoyed the
-peace.of .the gospel.

Jn September, 1761, many- of his relations having settled
in London, he was mduced to follow them; and, for a sea-
son, communicated with the society at the Tabernacle At
that time he resided in East Cheap, and being near the
meeting-house then occupied by the the Rev. Mr. Elliot,.

"“who at that period frequently preached for Mr. Whitefield,
attended his ministry for. several years, and frequently
beard the Rev. Mr. Hart there. In December, 1767, on
-the death of a preacher. who assisted Mr. Elliott, he was

-reguested, both by the minister and the church, to preach a-

.mong them occasionally, which he did for a year or two.

‘He was then invited to officiate among a few serious peo-
ple in a remote corner of Sussex; where, he had not been
long before he received an imvitation from the society at:
‘Portsea, to settle among them. However, previous to his

‘settlement,’he was solemnly set apart to the pastoral office;

" When the Rev. Mr. Elliott, of London, Rev. Dr. Samuel, of

Ramsey, Rev..Mr. Ashburner, of Poole, Rev. Mr Lacey,
- ‘baptist minister of Portsea, Rev. Benjamin Francis, of
- Horsley, Rev. Mr. Meadows, of London, and Rev. Mr.

‘“Brown, of Mitchel-Dean, engaged in the various services
" of the day.

- By the blessing of the Lerd on Mr. Tuppen s labours at
Porisea, the congregation gradually increased; so that in
the year 1773,:the Tabernacle was insufficient for their
accommodatlon it was therefore taken down, and a new

- -house, sixty feet by forty, with three galleries, erected i in

its stead; -which also -was soon filled.

Some years after this, Mr. Tuppen’s health declined, and
he found himself unable to sustain any longer the fatlgug of




Go brought me here, after having carmed me-a. clrcmt
oﬁ about EIGHT HUNDRED = MILES, and ‘enabled ‘me'. to
pr ach, ] ‘1suppose, to upwards of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND:
SOULS. ‘Thave been in eight Welch countles and,. I,_:

preaching thnce on the Lord’s-day. It was therefoxe de-
ter@uned by the. church, that they -should have but two ser-
mons, namely, in the mormnb, and in the evening, during
the summer season. . But in November, 1764, Mr. Tuppen
infdrmed the church, tha.t he saw it. was for thelr interest to
haye-tliree sermons on the Sabbath; but-as he was net equal
for [thiat service, he thought it his duty to recommend to
them to look out for another pastor. Early in the succeed-
ing|year, Mr. Tuppen preached his last sermon to them.—
He left the place with regret; and far_the greater part of
the [people were affected in'the same riénner, though some.
indulged a hope of his resuming his labours among them a~
gain. - Few ministers enjoyed a larger share of the affec-
tions of their peoplé; but the Lord, it seems, intended him
_to pecome the instrument of laying the foundation of a
greater work at Bath.
It was in the year 1780, that some serious persons in that

«city, formed themselves into a body for public worship; dc-

cor ing to the dissenting mode; but, in consequence of the
smdllness of their number, and the opposition they encoun-
tervd they with difficulty 1naintained the cause: for four

yea‘ 's, when Thoinas Welsh, Esq. of London, and some oth<. -

eri ,ndependents, exerted themselvesyin .their favour; and

éngaged to look out. for a suitable pastor for them. Mr.

* Tuppen was the personto whom they applied; and in the

yea 1785, be arrived -at Bath, when the cobgregation ra~ -

pidly mcreased. From about twenty-five persons, who at
first attended him, the number rose in a few -years, to seven
or ¢ight hundred. The place in which they worshipped be-

_ ingtoo small for the congregation, a new one, called Argyle
Chapel, was begun in 1789; and opened October 4, 1790~
But his.health was then so much reduced, that he was never
able to preach a single sermon there; he could only attend -
the services of the day, which were performed. by the Revi
WLham Jay, who has been the mmlster ‘ot the place ever

smc e.
."I\J[r. Tuppen after a lmgermg illness, which he supported
with great resignation aund patience, entered into his rest
the Q?d of February, 1791, aged forty-eight. :
11

i 'w‘, id
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- think, we have not hiad ofie dry meeting. The work in
" Wales is much upon the advance, and likely to¥ncrease
daily.:.Had my dear Mr. Henry béen there, to. haye
“seen the simplicity of so many dear souls, I am per-
suaded he would have said, sit anima mea cum methodis-
tis.”* After an excursion in July  and August, on . his
refurn to Londony he was visited by two German min-
isters, who had been preaching among the Jews; and
> Were instrumental to the conversion of many of .them.}
_In the month of September, he went into North-
amptonshire and .Yorkshire; and preached at Oundle,

| Abbeford, Leeds, and Haworth, where the pious Mr.
-Grimshaw,} that indefatigable servant of Christ, was

# Letter 1262. "% t Letter 1275. ¢

- § Thé Rev. William Grimshaw, A. B. was born Septem-

. ber 3, 1908, at Brindle in Lancashire; and was educated at
the schopls. of Blackburn and Heskin, in that couaty. In
the eighicenth year of his age, he was admitted a membet

- of Christ’s-College, in Cambridge; and here, as is but too
% usually the case, bad example deplorably prevailed to se-
- .duce him from that decent mauner of life, and those serious
--reflections, which had been inculcated upon him by, his pi-
ous: parents; for at this time, baving no real change wrought
_ ,upon himy and consequently having no root in himself, the
" prevalent impiety of the college carried him away so far,
that, for the space of more than two years, he seemed utterly
.'to- have lost all sense of religion and séviousness; nor was
_there  any revival of his former impressions, till on the day
he was ordained deacon, in the year 1731. On this occa-
. :sion, he was much affected with a sense of the importance
..~ - of the ministerial office, which he was taking upon bim, and
the diligence which ought to be used in the discharge of it,
Yet these convictions were but slight, and soon ‘carried a-
".way, like the chaff, by the .wind of temptation; though, for
a little time, they were promoted by an acquaintance with’

- some religious people at Rochdale, whoused to. meet to-
gether once a week, for religious exercises. But,upon his
~removal thence, very soon. after, to Todmorden, though not,
. - far distant from Rochdale, instead of acting up to"the good
molions he had feltin his soul, and which had been enconr-
- aged by his pious acquaintance, he pursued a’ different

~




mi nster “in hls churoh they had abowe ONE THOUSAND
co mumcants, and above 81X THOUsAND -hearers.in thé
ch rch-yard At Léeds; ‘the congregation consisted of
4b DVe TEN THOUSAND souls. Thither he was invited by

course, aud went no more among them, He conformed to -

thd vain and thoughtless-world; hefollowed all'its stupid and
trifling dlverslons, and endeavm.ﬁ'ed to satlsfy ‘his consci~
ence with ¢doing- his, ministerial duty,” aceording to the
commoniphrase, on a Sunday,w1thout attending any farther;
either to‘the improvemeit of his own-mind by study, or to
th improvement of his people, as an effect of his own. - He
, in a'word, what too many of the modern clerical pro-
fes lon are; an easy companion for easy men, who give them=
sel res no trouble about their own souls, or about God, or'any
ang else but what Leviathan is represented to be doing in

the world, taking'their pastime therein. Give them the pleas-
ures of tbe earth; if net of direct sin too, for a season; and the
honour of Christ, and the salvdtionof sinners, are those subor-
dinate affairs, which may be taken care of, at’ any time,.orno
time, by any maun, or no man,justas they please. Theycom
hehd no more of spiritual good, than the luxurious epi
who said, ““that he did not understand what great hap
there eould be in heaven, where folkks were to sit upon a
laI Fe cloud to eternity, singing hallelujahs; and having no-
thing to eat or to drink.” There are thousands who would
bel[z]ishamnd perhaps to letter the words, but who are living
in the spirit of the woildliness they imply, from day to day.

bered too long amongst this ungodly fraternity. It was for
seyeral years before e was enabled to emerge from the low, ..

de auchery of the times, However, it is- saxd he refrained .

IL Gnmshaw, to his compunctwn afterwards, was nums ¢

\

as/much as possible from gross swearing unless in suitable -

co pany, and when he got drunk, would take cars to sléep
ll off before he came home.—Q what a scandal to religion
are swearing, drinking, bunting, horse-racing, gamblmg,
+and uogodly priests, and what a Jest, or stumblmv-block to
the world!

Fhisimmediately became
vi ible by his reformation. - He quic Ty ‘left all his diver-
sn ns; hy huntmg, card- playm ﬂshmv, &e. And he now

{About  the year 1:34 and in tke twenty sn:th of Mr:
G imshaw’s life, God was pleased to-bring upon him an ear- "
€st congcern for his oWn salv‘.a.twnz and consequently for ..

Py



4 'the Rev. Mr Wealey"s m:msters, and also. by the socie- -

ties.. ‘And the  Rev. Charles. Wesley announced him
ot the pulpit; and by him he was introduced to the
pu]pxt in Newcastle, where. he preached four times, and

began to catechise the young people, fo preach ap the ab- -
-~ soliite necesslty of a strict and devout life; to visit his peo-
ple, not in order to ‘drink and be merry with them as before,
" 'bit to exliort and press them to seek the salvation of ‘their -
souls; and to enforce what he had dehvered to them fxom
the pulpit.. -
. The Lm;d brought him to very strong and- pamful convic-
uons of his own guilt, helplessnés, and 1 misery; by discover-
--irig’to him what he did not suspect before, that his heart was
- eceitful and desperately wicked; and what was more afflic-
"+ ting still; that all Lis" duties, labours, and- goodness, could
not procure for him pardon, or gain him a title to eternal
-life.  Very painful appreliensions therefoie now seized his
© . wiind what must become of him.  But this was the work
| upon his conscience, and the preparation of his
e gospel of peace. In this state of trouble he
for some time, not daring to acquaint any with
s he suffered, lest they should report that he was
eithier mad or melancholy.. But by these lasting and deep
convictions, being brought to a deep acquaintance with the
" - corruptions. ’of bis own heart, and the. knowledge of its sin
by the law of ‘God, enforced upon him by the Spirit of Gud,
and. being therefore made willing to receive salvation ‘free-
ly, and to-consider himself as a brand plucked out of the burn-
ing;:the day of his consolation and knowledge of Christ, in-
" finitely precious to his soul, graclously drew near. '.lhe bi-
ble began now to appear quite a.new book, Heé found- the
. rich lmport of those scriptures, which declare the sacuﬁce
 and. ughteousness of Christ to be the whole atonement aind
a Justlﬁcatlon of a sinner .before God; and which testlfy .the
remission of sins to believers on his name, and sanctxﬁca-
tion'as’ the blessed effect of this behevmg in growing evi-
dence of thatremission. I was now,’ > says he, “willing to
;renounce myself, with every degree of fancied erit and
ablhty, and to enibrace Christ only for my all in all.' "O
what light and comfort did f now enjoy in my own, soul and
- what a taste of the pardoning love of God!”
As he was When tau ht of God in hxs own exp nence, S0
- his- preachm in the year 1742, began to be- cl gnd ploﬂt-
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"t'& ce in the fields. (Letters 1278, 1279) The season:
being too far advanced, he did not proceed to Scotland,,

“putf returned to London, having préached thirty times in-
Yorkshlre in Chesire and Larcashire ten. He was -

also at Sheffield and Nottmgham. The. congregations

able. He dwelt much-in representm«' the nature and ex-
cellencies df christian faith, and’ sdlvation by Christ alone.
All this time he was an entne stranger to seriods persons,

or to those faithful men whe were the occasion, under God, . -

of the revival of religion amongst us. He was also an en-
tire stranger to their writings, except a single sermon uppn
Gal. iil. 24, and 2 letter to the people of England, publish-

ed by the Rev. Mr. Seagrave, in which he was surprised. to

'ﬁn the nature, life, spirituality, and: power of truth and

doGtrine, in a mateual point, to be the very same with what

he pow saw clearly in the word of God, and from which his
peace had entirely. flowed. Dr. Owen 5 book on justifica-

tion was also of great use to him abeut this time. .
n.the month of May, 1742, instructed in®this menn
M:'.[ Grimshaw came to the peoplc and church at Hawg
tr Bradford, in Yorkshive, and véry soon the good eﬁ"e

i§ preaching became visible among a people ignoran

and brutish, as the face of their country is wild and 1ugged
.V[ ay of Ris careless flock were brought into deep concern
for|the salvation of their souls, and were filled with peace
and j Joy through believing. And as in ancient times, béfore
preaching was debased by modern refinement, and alas! to
sudk a cold and languid exevgise, that generally one can

scarce obsetve o decent attention to the ministerin the pul- '

pits Liis peaple felt in .their héarts 2 deep convlctmn of sin;
and the whole concuegatlon have been. often seen in tears,
ou account of their numerous provocations against God, and
unider a sense of his goodness in yet sparing Lhem “and waxt—
ing to be gracious unto them. This lively, powelful man-
.net of representing the trutbs of God, could not fail of being
to{Haworth church: ahd there.they received so much bene.
_ fit by what they heard, that when the novelty was long over,
the church continued to be full of people, many of w
‘ofhing
_cording
Tere v

Tt this will draw  souls heart\iy tooethel, or, ac

11%

much talked of, and bringing, out of curiosity, many hundreds: N

came from far, and this.for twenty years together:  Indeed,

thc prophet’s Tangu'we as doves to their windows.
ahty. derived from mair’s ahmiv neither comes




were mostly peaceab]e and attentlve, ohly in one or two
places, he was rudely. trested; but this he regarded not,
. 'so0 that he might win souls to Christ. (Lettera 1281
1286.)
He came to London in November, and contmued txll

warm from the heart, nor goes warmly to -it. With the
a inments and buman endeavours, all fal®
1en,. corrupt, feeble, and'depraved, no soul living can be sat-
i ;. When men preach these, to use.the Wm‘ds of Mil-

+The sheep look up, but are not fed.”

pure truth of the gospel, which brought meg to "~
n popery, and which only can produce true re-
ation at any time. It was this which bath drawn thou-

-saqu from the church to various ulssenters, where it hath
" been preached by ‘them; and it is the preaching of- this
€,as we. have abundant proof that can ﬁll our churches

of Chrlst, to rest satisfied, without takmg every meth-
thought likely, to spread the knowledge of his God
) Saviour. And as some indigent’ people constanﬂy make
their 'want of better clothes to appear in, an:excuse for -
_not coming to church in the day timé, when their want
would be visible to ‘the whole congregatlon, he contrived,
for their sakes, a lecture on Sunday evenings, though" be
preached twice in’ the forier 'part of the day.. Tu which
lecture, chapter ora psa m, after the pnmmve custonft
of the christian church, was expounded. God was pleased
to gwe great suceess to these-attempts, which animated him
still - more to spend and-be spent for Christ’s.cavse: so that
" the hiext'year he began a method, which was continued by
“him ever after, of preaching in each of the four hamlets un-
d ;jivhls care, three times every month. By which means
he old and infirm, who could not attend the church, had’
he truth of God brought to their htuses; .and” many, who
'so profane as.to, make the distance from.the house of:
a reason for scarce ever coming to it, were allured to
, and at length Teeeived. with j 1 joy the word of life. -
By this time, the great attention- and labour ivit
nstructed his own people, the circumispectio
" ness of his conversatxon, and the lastmo- benefit
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ual way, he occasxondlly assisted in West street chapel
preaching and administering the sacrament. : .
February 8, 1750. From Gloucester he writes. thus- -
“T hough I left London in a very weak condition, and

many from’ the helghoouruw parishes had obtamed by at-
tending his ministry; all concurred:to bring upon }um many -
earpest intreaties to come to the houses.of others' who: lived
in’ the neighbouring parishes, and to expound the word of
God to souls as ignorant as they were themselves, before
they had beard instruction from his lips. As the purest benevo-
‘lenCe was the only motive to this request, so all;who knew
Mr. Grimshaw, are assured, (and what others thm T say
matters not,) that nothing but love to the souls of.men;:atid
a desire of proving.a blessing to them, engaged him to preach,.
asigccasion offéred, in other panshes. So that whilst he was"
one of the most dlhgent in overseeing, and providing abun-
dantly for all his own flock, he annually found opportunity of
instructing, near thrée hundred times, large companies; and.
sometimes. large congregations besules. “After he “’had
preached for the first time in any place, he commonly thank-
ed |the person into whose house or barn 'he was recexved
"and added: ‘I hopeyou will give me leave to come again.”
ilt[ . Grimshaw thus went on preaching fifteen, fwenty, and
often thirty times’in the- week, and that for fifteen years, op
upwards, besides visiting the sick, and other occasional .du-
. ties of ‘his function.  To one:of his friends in 2 neighbour-
ing parish, whose ‘wife had been sick, he thus apologized: *I
am|sorry that I have not been able to visit your wife; I have
not wanted mchnatlon, but time; for I have had thwty ttmes
tolpreach this week.” It is not easy to ascribe such unwear-
ied diligence, and all amongst the poor, orat least very ob-
scure people, to any motive but the real one. He thought .
his tongue should never be still in guilty silence, whilst he-
could speak to the honour of that God, who had done'so’
ch for his soul.  And whilst he saw sinners perishingfor
lac of knowledge, and no cne breaking to them the brea
of, life, he was transported by love to plty them;’ and,
withstanding the selfish reluctance he felt within, te give u
. lus name tostill greater reproach, as well as his time ‘ang
str ngth. to the work of the ministry.  What a reflecti
Sh' uld'this-afford to that laziness of heart, to call it by
Wel‘se a’ name, which thinks the service of God, after nam-




the weather was but ‘bad, I came hereon Friday evern-
ing, was: ctrengir,hened to preach on Saturday, and like-
wise -on Sunday evening, and twice the same day in the
‘country, at the New-house at Hampton.” ~

And an'aln, from Bristol, February 12. “Smc.e 'I

ing it in prayers before h1m a “pelfect freedom,” to be a
hard burden; and whichiconrts easy duty and large fees, on-
ly:for-an indulgence to ‘the flesh, and to hold up a sort of
foolish and unmeamng respect in the world.
"~ During all this intense and persevering apphcauon to
‘was the whole delight of his heart, God was exceeding-
rable to him; for, through the space of sixteen years,
as only once suspended from his labours by sickness,
#h fie ventured in all weathers upon the bleak moun-
: tains, and used his body with less consideration, than a mer-
- diful man would use his beast. In this manner Mr. Grimshaw
. employed all his talents even to his last illness; and bis la-
bours were not in vain in the Lord.. He saw an effectnal
change take ‘plage in many. of his flick; a deep sense of
evil’and good, and = striking restraint from ‘the commission
of sin, brought upon, the parish in general, He saw the’
name of Jesus exaltéd, and many souls happy in the knowl-
edg‘e of him, and walkmg as becomes the gospel of Christ.
Mr. Grlmshaw s behaviour throughout his last illness, was
all of a piece with the last twenty years of his life. From
the very first attack of his fever, he welcomed the approach
_of death. His intimate experlmental knowledge of Christ,
" abolished all the reluciance:which nature usually feels to 2
dissolution; and, triumphing in him, whe is the resurrection
- andthe life, he fell asleep in Jesus, April 7, 1763, in the
- fifty*fifth year-of his age, and in the twenty-ﬁrst of eminent
usefulness in the church of Christ. His body was interred -
- ‘with what is more ennobling than all the pomp of solemn
dirges, or of a royal funeral: for he was followed to the
&rdve. by a great multitnde, with the inost affectionate sighs,
and with many iears; and who cannot still hear.his much
name without weeping for the guide of their souls, to
each of them was dear as children:to their father.
A ‘funeral sermon was preaclied at St. Dunstan’s in the
West, London, on the 17th of April,. 1763, ten days after his
decease, by the Rev. William Romaine, rector of St. Ann’s
Blackfmaxs, from Phil. i. 21. “For hzm to live was Chust,
and to die was gain.”? ;
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ro e last, we have been favoured both in Gloucester
c:ty and ifi' thie country, with very pleasant and delight-
ful |seasons. . I have preachied above twenty times
within these elght or nine days; and though frequently
exp sed to riin and hail, am much better. than when |
]eft London.”—From Bristol he went to Exeter and
Ply outh. On the way he met with the Rev. Mr.
Pearsal, an eminent dissenting minister at Taunton, and
the ev. Mr. Darracott,* at Wellington; both of whom _

A faneral sermon was also preached at Haworth chefeh
by ithat excellent and faithful mlmster of Christ, the Rev.

H.'Venn. -
For a full account of Mr. Gnmshaw, I. must ref rmy

*‘readers to the “Sketch” drawn of it by Mr, Venn;
mentions several paruculars, which are too, extlaondlr ¥
and [too.valuable to be buried in silence. '

Tlie following anecdote was related in a sermon preached
at Surry Chapel, London, Sept. 29, 1793, by the Rev. Mr.
Bull, of Newport-Pagnell. '

When Mr. Whitefield was once preachmg in Mr. Grim- -}
shaw’s charch in Yorkshire, he took occasion-to say in his
dlsclourse, that “He was willing. to hope, in the judgment of
charity, that most of his hearers were gocd people—con-
vetted people—and truly possessed of the grace of God.”
Upon which Mr. Grimshaw, who was present, rose up, and
-with.an elevated voice said, “No, no, sir, they are not half -

* of [them converted by the grace of. God. -Speak to them
faitl hfully.”—¢So let me be faithful o you,” said Mr. Bull,
‘.‘not mlnce the. matter, and say peace, peace, where there 1s

. ol peacé.” -

D 5 ‘ ;T R
# The Rev. Risdon Darracott was the son of a dissenting
‘minister in the Isle of Purbeck, in-Dorsetshire, where he
wag born February 1, 1717. He received academical edu-
cation’ at Northampton, under. the care of the pious Dr.
Dodﬂrlge, and began his ministerial course in 1738, at Pen-
zanice,'in Cornwall. ‘Here he continued little more than -
two ‘years, ‘being obliged, by the loss of large quantit
‘blopd. from his stomach, to leave an affectionate peoplé.
der this alarming affliction he spent about half a year among
hl’s friends in Devonshire, where his owh:father had lately -

S0 2, fervent and useful preacher,, and where he dled a-

e,
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" he: mentions with great respect He preached at Ply
mouth twelve times 1n six days, and each time his hear-
ers increased, as did . the zeal of his friends; while’ the
fury of his adversaries began to. abate. : He proceeded

. thence 'to the Land’s End, preachmg at a great mapy
places by the way.

Wﬂ“ﬁnd him, by March 21, again at Exeter - ¢«Invita-
tions,” says he, “are sent from several places. . 1 want
more tongues, more bodies, more souls, for the_Lord

bout the age of forty. Upon the death of the Rev Mr.
. Berry, an aged and excellent minister of Ckrist at Welling-
ton;in 1741, Mr. Darracott had ‘an unanimous invitation to
succeed hlm He found the congregation. small, and the
ber.of communicants but twenty eight. His ministra-
s drew "2 large concourse ‘of liearers from the neigh-
‘bourhood, many of wlom had never before made any pro-
fession of rellgmn,« and were at first brought to Wellington
out of mere curiosity. His meeting-house was soon insuf-
ficiént to contain the hearers, and was therefore enlarged:
but after that it was usual for many to be obliged to stand
without the doors. In proportion to the number of his stated
. hearersy the Rev. Mr.- Fawcett, who preached his funeral
sermon, says, ‘“He neyver knew any congregation which ap-
peared to have so many instances of abiding religious im-
xpressmns,” and he adds, “I have good reason to heheve,
. -ithat his miinistry was owned to the effectual  conversion of
many hundreds of souls.”” In consequence of this remarka-~
‘ble success, he left behind him more than two hundred com-
municants. He fell asleep in Jesus, March 14, 1759, aged
orty-two
night before he died; he said, «O what avgood God
have g, in and through Jesus Chrlst' I.would praise hip,
but my hps cannot. KEternity will be too short to speak his
:;'pralses The- physxclau coming in, he said to him, QO
what @ mercy is it to be interested in the atoning blood of
Jesus? I come to the Lord as a vile sinner, trusting in the
‘merits and precious blood of my dear Redeemer. O grace!
hgxace' free grace!”” His last words were, “I am’ going
"-'from weeping friends to congratulatmn‘ ange]s, and rejoic-
~ing ‘saints in_glory! He is coming! O speed thy chariot
wheels! Why are they so long in cammg ‘T longito be
gone.” L
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Had I ten thousaud he should have them

2

April, he was in London, and at POI‘tmeUth and

with the Rev. Dr. Doddmdge, Rev. James Hervey, &e.
But|at Ashby; where it might have been least expected,
thel’e was a‘riot made before lady Huntingdon’s house,

during the preaching  there: and in the evening, some
people returning home, very narrowly escaped being
murdered. The. justice, upon information, ordered the
offenders to be brought before him. *So that | hope,”
say Mr. Whitefield, “it will be over:ruled for great
good; and that the gospel for the future, will have free
course.”

eaving Ashby, ‘he preached at Radéliff church, Not-.
tingham, and Sutton, with great success. At Nottmg—
ham,” says .he, “several came to me, inquiring, What:
the; | should do to be saved? T preached theve four times.
Onzevenlng,lord S and several gentlemen wer

sent, and behaved with great decency. Many thousands
attended.—Yesterday morning I breakfasted with three

dissenting ministers, and Mr, P s, who told me that
lady P desired he would press me to pre
church Yesterday in the afternoon I preached
‘and this morning at Mansfield.” He" then.we
erham and Sheffield; and at the end { a
‘Léeds. -He says, “methmks I .am now go nt another
' éhnudte, where there are many of God’s. pe
ext went to Manchester, and so on’to E mbnrg, where
he arrived July 16, having p‘reach‘"ed near ONE HUNDRED
times since e “left London; and it is. suppo=ed to above
"ONE - HUNDRED ,THOUSAND sou]s 340t is amazing,” “he
writes, “to see how people are prepared in phces where
T tkever was before. What shall I render to. the
Lorad?
" At'Edinburgh’ and Glasgow, in which places he spent, -
the:monthof July, 1750, he was, as “usual, received with"
the'm nfeigned tenderne=s and joy, ‘preaching to
great ltltudes of serious and attentlve people, wluch
AT . :

ay, went to Ashby, He had a delightfal lnter\new _

i
£

o

ey
Eie



made hxm exert hlmself beyond hlS bodlly strenpth. -
- “By. preaching always twice,” he says, “once’ thnce
onde four times in a day, I am quite weakeéned, but I h
_.to recruit again, I am burning with a fever, and have a
vmlent cold; -bat Christ’s presence mal ‘smile at
., pain; and the fire 6f his love burns | up al ‘
% Soevex‘.
" He left K mgburgh Apnl 3, and was soon much reco-
vered by fiding. - At Berwick, one of the ministers sent
him an offer of his pulpit,’ which many others round ‘the
town were also.willing to do.
. When returned to London, he preached often’ at West-
street chapel. Mr. Hervey, at his request, came to town,*
- and lodged in his: house—— whoae company he enJoyed
“ymiich pleasure.
.. In-the month of October, he again ranged about as he
pressed it, “to see who would believe the gospel re-
reaching at Plymouth Chatham, Gloucester, Bir-
m,iEvesham, Wednesbury, and Nottingham. And
.. was more than ordmary successful at Chatha.m and Can-
terbury,
SR |

don, he passed the'winter w1th mcessant labour,
great success. ‘He was'a fortnight confined in
ver and inflammation of the lungs; but:
5 able to preach agdin. -~ :
d of January, 1751, he rode post to.
éd at the news.of. lady Hun ngdon s
il ~the" afflictions ‘with w
family was visi at time. On the 29th’
" thus:—¢Blessed ' be God, lady Huntmgdon is 8
better.- Entreat all our friends to pray: for. her
sisterzin-Taw, lady Frances Hastings, lies dead in theé -
4 ‘'house.” She was a retired Christian, lived silently, and
' _died suddenly, without a grean. May my exit be like
hers. Almost all the family have been sick in their
“turns.” C
March &, he went again into Gloucestersh
Bristol, preaching in his way to Plymouth.
Apnl ll, at Exeter, he. wrote thus to Mr Hi




'good I trust is to be done thns sprmg to ‘man
..~ This western «circuit, I tielieve, has been blesse
ah' dy. I have preached about forty times since Ileft:
London, aad have been enabled several times to nde
forty miles a-day. 1 find this sensibly refreshes me, ¥

wish| you ‘could’ say 80 too. At Plymouth, w §
-5€asons; and on Tuesday last, I met with a J
gymah who' “was awakened by my preaching seven years |
ago. | He has been at Cambridge, and was ordained by -

the b\lshop of Exeter. He is followed much, and 1sup-

Eose, will soon be reproaehed for:his Master’s sake.

ope |you find strength to proceed in your book.” -

" From Exeter lie;journeye irough Wales, and rode
near five hundred miles, preaching twice a-day; and then

made his visit to Ireland, which he had intended for some
hme :

om hzs Jirst visit to Ireland, to his openy

‘bernacle at Londan, in the year 1
ﬁyﬁ“«

};1751. There he: Was
tithie house of Mr. T~
a Qevemng “Surely 7 y “here aré:.
leonverted sotls; among ther two or threestu:
g ‘and _several soldiers. At first thie ‘greatness and
hurry of the place surprised me; but thanks be to the - -
ord of the has  as well as ‘elsewhere, the fields
aready unto hatvest. Congregations are Iarge,
“j“"f*f:o eternity.” (Letters 1391, 1392.) . .
gain=-“Athlone, June 10. For thls week past', g
,acbmg' twice aliost evergr day in some
12

Y gladly, ana .
g dlso every:

pre

o




. téy. towns. Ifound through the many offence hat

“have lately been given, matters were brought to a low

" But, the cry now is, ‘methodlsm s revwed

n,’ ”# :

tleerxck and Cork he preached to great. mult1~

des,” undisturbed, although the methodlsts had met

with violent persecution there. | ,
2 At Banden and.Kinsale, the like blessings. attended

o lum° and at Cork, the numbers of difectmnate hearers,

.greaﬂy increased. Being detained at. ‘Belfast, _by the

urgent importinity. of the people, he preached in many

towns and villages, and so great was the prospect of
-‘success, that he wished he had visited the north of Ire-
Tand. sooner. _ ‘But+he lastened to Scotland, intending

to return before winter fo His beloved charge in Ameri-

ly; 1751, he therefore went from Belfast to Ir-
here the magistrates requested him tp preach;
‘from thence to.Glasgow,
& July 12, he writes thus ——“Though I preached near
eighty “times in Ireland, and Ged wis pleased to bless
ord, yet Scotland seems\to be a new world to me.
ople bring so many bibles, turn to every
I'am expounding, and hanging, asit were, .
ar every word, is very encouraging.: I
mmon freedom here; and talking with the
3 samts, eeds and de-

L y

- of Vlrgmla. “There had been a remarkable
=" in that province for several years, it particilarin Hap-
R l-'over county, dnd parts adjacent _Bemg unsu pqrtcd_ by.

) gun, and carried on to a high degree, amid
position; numbers Converted, not only from;
Jeésus Christ, at Athlone, Dublm, Lzmenc

ous: ot.her places” ., ,
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estkabhshed clergy, and: havmg put them elves under

th care of the synod of New York, the methodists were .-

gre atly dlscoumored by men‘in power. - Héwever, Prov:

T

\avies, ‘afterwards president of the "college at 1
'a_er whlch the cause of rehglon increased,. apd_,,

i [Thus had these good people the pleasing prospect.of
" en) oymg equal privileges with profestant dissenters at’

idence_interpy sed in their behalf, for_ the/ Rev. Samuel

orsey, was. lincerised, and placed over a congrega on; *

home.” August 6, he set out from Edinburgh for London,

in jorder to .embark for America. He had thrown up.
much blood in Edinburgh; but travelling recevered him
- He was much refreshed with hearing, of the happy ef-".

fects of his labours at Kendal, the year before. Having

taken an affectionate farewell of bis friends at home, he

qe sail in the Antelope, captain Maclellan, bound for
Georgia, with Germans, taking several children wnth

“hi

soj ation: to find the orphan-house in a ﬁounshmg state,
‘hanks be to God,” says he, “all is well t Bethesda.

0.ctober 27, he arrived at Savannah, and had the con- -

A most excellent tract of land is granted to ‘me, very .

- near-the house, which in. a few years, [ hope wnll ma
“a sufficient provision for it.” N
jNovember, 1761, to the beginning of BN 1752, he
was.partly at Bethesda and partly in South C‘irolma,
ays ‘alert in the path of duty.
‘by God’s assistance, now to beg
‘ bf" ve.done nothing.. O that I ma
n

fora as: yet alaa‘ L

mich work in a little tlme‘ Jthis is my lughe’s
”

Havmg suﬂ'ered from the chmate formerly, he did not

pril for London. He arrived in a very séason-
as it was the_intention of government to -put

it was hoped it would soon become a: ﬁoumh-

I intended,” Says be;

spend the summer in America. But-again em>

w year; God quicken my tardy pace, and help  to. '
)

colony on the same footing with the others,
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g province. Thls revnved his spmts much }Ie now
“.4hought tha\t Providence was appearing for Georgia and

‘Bethesda; aund’ determmed ‘therefore,’ to,dlspose of his
h Qlantahon, and to carry all his strengtly to the orphan-
_~house. ,

E ‘June he. p]anned a new excursion.—“Next week >
- -says be, “God willing, I shall go to Portsmouth, and

- through Bath to Wales, and may be, to Scotland and, Ire-
tand.” And we find his letters about this time, datediat
. .- Portsmouth, Bristol, Cardiff, and Haverfordwest. In re-

turning to. antol he met an association, at which were

- present, about nine clergyman, and nearly forty lay

preachers; who, he says, “I trust all are born of.God,

* and desirous to promote his glory, and his people’s good

All was harmony and love.”

.- August 17. His letter of this date, from London, te
~#4 his friend Dr, T , the celebrated electrical philoso-
. pher; deserves a particular notice here.~<I find you

grow more and more famous in the learned world. As

you-have made a pretty considerable progress in the

mystenes f electricity; 1 would now humbly recom-
b+ diligent and UDPIEJUdIGed pursuit and stu-
y, the mystery of the new-birth. It is a most important,
» ,mterestmg study ; and when mastered, will richly answer
4iid repay you for all your pains. One at whose bar we
are shortlyﬁs appear, hath solemnly declared, that with-
‘out it, we-cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. You will
excuse this freedom I must have Aliquid C’hmstz in all
my letters.” .

From London heg‘fext proceeded to Edinburgh, where
. heidrrived in the- l?g?gmnmg of September, 1752, ~He
e prea ied twice, in his way; at Lutterworth, the parish -

of the: famous John Wickliffe, and at Lelcester-——and at
each place; much good was'done. At N ewcastle he was

* "entrested to stay, and preached four times to very large
" congregations.

At Edinburgh’ and- Glasgow, he laboured
From the latter he writes:—¢At Edmburgh g

3
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- altended twice a-day. Many young ministers and stu-
dents have given close attendance, and 1 hear of sever:
al persons that have been brought under deep convic-
tions. I intended to send you a copy of two letters from
a jhighland schoolmaster, who is honoured of God to do .’
muchigood among the poor highland children. ~ I have -
brave news from Leicester and Newcastle, and have "
“strong invitations tq Yorkshire and Lancashire. What a
p ity it is that the year goes round so soen.” v
* 1 [On his return to London, he preached at Bermck and
all the principal towns.—November 1, from Sheffield he:
writes:—“Since Lleft N esvcastle, F have scarce known -
s metimes, whether I have been in heaven or-on earth.
Leed:, Blrstall Haworth, Halifa, &c. thousands and
Housand have ﬂocked twme or thrice a-day. to hear the
word of life. 1 am come now from Bolton, Manchester,
Stockport, and Chinly. Yesterday 1 prea.ched ina charch,
Fourordained ministers, friends to the work of God, have
been with me. . ‘The word has. run so swiftly_.at Leeds,
that friends are come 1o fetch me back; andd'am now
going to Rotherham, Wakefield, Leeds, York; and Ep-
worth. God favours us with weather and Iwould fain .
_ ke hay whilst the sun shines, O that 1 had as many
tangues, as their are hairs upon my head! the ever-lov-
ing, ever-lovely Jesusshould have them all, Fam would
T le - preaching.”
November 10, he arrived at the tabernacle, in Lon-
don. December 15, he says, “my hands are full of
: “)ork and I trust I can say, the Lord causes hiswork fo
;){

osper in my unworthy hands. More blessed seasons

e never enjoyed. Our sacramental occasions have

en exceeding awful and refreshing.

He now thought of erecting a new tabernacle, a ca-
pacious building, eighty feet square; which was finished -
the summer following. ’
Mr. Hervey and he, about this time, were employed
2 revising. each other’s works. Of Mr. -Hervey, he,
1ys—for me to play the critic on them, would be like

ng up a candle to the -sun. However, 1 will just
12%*
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rkea - few p]aces, as you desnre. “foretel their fate;
hing but your scenery can scréen you. - Self will
pe ver bear to die; though slain in so genteel a manner,
without shewing same resentment agamstlts artful mur-
derer.”. _
~--Again,. «] thank you athou«and times for th ]
‘you.have been at revising my poor compositio ich .
-1 am afraid you have not treated with a becoming seves
rity. How many pardons shall I ask for mangling, and
I’ fear murdering your rTueoron. and aseasro. 1f you
;thmk my two sermons will do for the public, pray re-
“turn_them immediately. [ have nothing to comfort me
" but thls, that the Lord:chooses the wealk things of this
. “world to confound the strong, and things that are not, to
* bring to nought thmgs thatave. [ write for the poor—
you for the polite and.noble. - God will assuredly own
nd bless what you write.” '
About this time he was very much afflicted, on account
_~of the death of the Rev.. Mr. Steward, a valuable min-
-ster, egan to be popular in the church but soon
‘called to'his everlasting rest. “When I met the work-
men to contract-ahout the building, I could scarce bear
to think of building a tabernacle. Strange! that so ma-
.. ny should be so soori dxscharged and we continued. Mr.
.. Steward spoke for his Lord, as long ds he could speak
_atall. He had no clouds, nor darkness. I was with
him till a few minutes before he slept in Jesus.”
March 1, 1758, he laid the foundation of the new tab-
" ernacle, and pxeached from Exodus xx. 24. While the
building was erecting, le preached abroad, in Moor-
. fields, Spitalfields, &c. and made excursions to Chat- ’
ham, Sheerness, and Baintree. ,
In April, he went, forafewdays, to N orw:ch,"‘ preach-

- o A young man of {he city of Norwich, of about eighteen
7 years.of age, was walking one morning, thh a party of oth=;
- er;young men, who had all agreed for that day’ to make a-
hohday. The first object thatattracted their attention Was_ E
an old woman, who pretended to téll fortunes. They iin-
- medxately eniployed her to tell theirs, and that they might

»,
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ing thce aday; he people ﬂocked with, the greatest
earnestness, to hear. ‘In the evening somegnotuous pers..

i engeavgzged to disturb him, but. in vain. 1t was
is time that he publxshed his expostu}atory let-

ify her for thelr undertaklng, first made her tho- :
oughly itoxicated with spirituous liquor. The yoirg man
of | whom mention was first made, was informed among oth+
er things, that he'would live to a- very old age, and see his’
children, grand- -childrén, and great grand-children growmgr
updround him. Thoughhe bad assisted in qualifying the -
old yoman for the fraud by intoxicating her, 'yet he'had.
“creditlity enough to be struck with those paits of her pre-
dictions which related to himself.  “And so,” quoth he,
when alone, “I am to see children, grand-children, and
t«rrand-chlldren' At that age I must be a burthen to
the [young people. What shall 1do?! There is no way for
an ‘6ld man to render himself moreagreeable to youth than :
by sitting and telling them pleasant and profitable stories.
I'will then, thought he, during my youth, endeavour to store
my: mind with all kinds of knowledge. 1 willsee, and hear;
and |note down every thing that is rare and wonderful, that
-1 may sit, when -incapable of other employment, and ‘enter-
‘tain my descendants Thus shall my company be rendered -
. pléasant, and 1 shall be reéspected, rather than neglected, in =
old age. -Liet me see what I can acqmre first? - O! here i
the famous methotist preacher, Whiteffeld; he is to preach;’
-they say, to-night. -I.will go and hear him.”

Flom these strange motives, the young man declared he
We,t to hear Mr. Whitefield.' He preached that evening
from Matthew iii. 7.—*But when he saw many of the pha‘ '
1lse s and sadduces come to his baptism, he said urito them,:

,'neratlon of 'vipers, who hath warned you to flee {rom",
the ‘wrath to.come?’—¢Mr. Whitefield,” said the youngv“
mar;, ““idescribed the sadducean character, thid did - not
tou h'me. I thought myself as good a christiah as any man
in: ngland From this he went to that of the pharisees.—
He ribed their exterior decency, but observed that the
] of the -viper rankled in their bearts, = This rather
. At length, in. ‘the course of his sermon,lie ab=
oke off; paused for-a few moments;’ then ‘burst info
Cof tears; lifted up his hands and eyes, and exclaim-’
edit‘O ‘my hearers! The wrath’s to come! the wrath’s to
t)", e"’ These words sunk into. my heart, like lead in the




- MEMOIRS OF T :

' terth count Zmzendorﬁ the blahop of the Moravlans,
~in London.%; . , v
In May, he took another circnit westwa d; and every
where 2 gracious melting season appeale‘ o be among
the people. In about a fortnight, he rode.rarEE BUN-
-DRED AND FIFTY miles, and preached .tbove 'PWENTY |
times.
His new tahernacle was opened on Sunday, June 10,
1753, with a sermon in the’ morning, {rom the 1st of
Kll‘gs viii. 11, and another in the evening, from the st of
Chromcles xxxx. 9.

CHAPTER XV.

" From his opening the new tabernatle in Moorfields, to his |
preachmﬂ at the chapel in Fottenham-court road, 1756.

Mr WHITEFIELD having preached at his taber”
nacle a few days with his accustomed earnestness and
success, to crowded auditories, in the end of June, set out
" for Scotland. :

In his progress, he en;oved very pleasant opportunities-
.at Oulney. - He preached likewise at Leicester, Notting-
ham, and Sheffield. Multitudes every where flocking like
"doves to their windows, to receive the word of eternal
'-llfe

waters. I wept, and. when the sermon was ended, retxred
alone. Fordays and weeks I could think of. little else.—
Those awful words would follow me, Wherever 1 went, The
wrath’s to-come! the wrath’s to come!—The issue was, that
- the young man, soon after, made a public professio
llgmn, and in a little ‘time became a considerable p;
. Me himself related the foregoing circumstance a fe
since, to theé Rev. Andrew Fuller, of Kettering.

+ See Vol. IV. of his Works.




cthexham, and: '_ts en rons, had fi
,nmeEheen ranked: by¥serious people,
Yor Shl]‘e,Wthh _were least mclme
to dlLaemmate divine:
person and . inessage &
prop%lgatmn of mahc!ous,fa]sehoods was encourage
design to counteract the good effects of his minis I
_ Thorpe, afterwards pastor ofithe Independent church: at
' Mas oroug”h, near Rotherham; ranged under the standard
of his most;viralent opposers; aiid; not conient with person-
al ingult, added ‘private ridicule to -public mterruphoh
bl ¢ houses became theatres, where the fate of 1ehglons
. opm ons was to be determined?’ .

It was at one of these convivial res, that Mr. Thorpe
and three of his; assoclates, to enliven’ ‘the company,under-
took|to mimic the preacher. The' proposition.was highly
.gratlfymg to_all parties present, and-a wager agreed upon,
to inspire each individual with a desire of excelli g in this
impious attempt: That their jovial auditors mlgﬁ%ladJudge N
the qrue to the most adroit performer, it was concluded -

ach should open-the biblej:and_ hold forth from the
ﬁrst ext that should present itself to his eye. Accordmgly
re' in their turn ‘mounted the table; and entertained thelr
iclsed companions at the expense. of every thing sacred
W ey had exhausted their little stock of buffoonery,
on Mr. Thorpe to clgse this very irreverent
MucP elevated and confident” of success, he exclain
. he a; cended the table, “I shall beat you all!? - “B

avenly love ‘toio
:Mr:Thorpe,
est. pre- conceptmn Mhat part of the scnpture he
hject-of h s‘.banté} Howeyer, by the
t.that

ii. 3, “Except yél iitgye sh
= No sooner had he uttered he Words




raordinary manner.
ized him,7and con-
e tipon his soul. In
v of lis subject

ég ir 5o much as thought on’ xehglous _topics; except
purpose of ridicule!, He. found no ‘deﬁclency of
matter, no wart of utteran
“ ed,“IfeverIpreachedin ife'by the assistan
of God it was at that time.’
Jeqt made upon his mmd had such an effect upon
\ and profane could not but’ pe! or-
p \'was with the greatest:mcerl Y.
emnity ‘and pertinency of his address,
- instead of entertaining the ‘comps first ‘spread a yisible
.-depression, and aftewards a sullen’ gloom, npon_every coun-
.. tenance. ~ This sudden change in the complexion of" his as-
: soc1at§gld not a liftle conduce toiincredse - the conv1ctlons
of his own bosom.d No.i ] ppeared dlsposed to in-.
h’ell‘ attention ‘was deep-
ly engaved with the -pein his remarks; yea, many ;|
his sentences, as he has often- related; :

mp: Ey Mr. I‘horpe im| dmtely withdre
he legs' notice_of any person pres
ery painful reflections; an
magmable. Happily for hi
r His' impressions;
that perlod the .con:
mpanlons was entlrel




Leeds, he had‘ great succe
d tmllrbe‘ and twnce he preache

_ deep]y 1mpressed
great room was ﬁlled,- nd.on the4Lord" -d
gét n without was immense. In short;”
" was the appearance;;th ‘a%e was mc}med to wi
' not engaged to go’
_soon as possible.
{aving spent a
in his accustomed min
.turned'to England ’

_th«much acceptance, ‘he
uaust 7.*" He found his mual

The pegple whom he had bpj‘ore s0 frequently revil
Te now the object of hisidelight.” He sought-théir'con
with avidity; and, soon after. was joined to the me
odl t society. His habltual sexgpusness, and unifofin mo
vltyf soon endeéared him to his,.ne onnexmns, anﬁgithe spes
"‘cimens he gave of his talentsjinh
private, flattered their hopes,
forth to..public- notic p
‘not disappointed; for: he was qmckly sent out by Mr..
le){ to “preach the faith which he once laboured to-déstroy.”
"About two years after he was stationed for a season
Rdtherham. Here' hisiideas became more enlarged, ¢
doctrines of grace; which procured his dismission. f)
“ society. He was cligsen pas f the church’at,
0 gh, where he exércised th
On N ovember 8,1776, about the' forty-sxxth ye

eac:hmg' “fo & Humerous. audlence, near the -pla

itely built, he inflamed the mob-so much agamst
ey ran du‘ectly fr;_)m before h]m, and pulled it down t
und. - Seve




rength. - Yet he went Forwatd, .
ice; a-day, and once ‘five’ tunes,
be with his divine Master in glory. ..

to England, he went from Newcastle to
‘erly, York,and Leeds.  He had a-very

i 1o administer the sacra-
f communicants ;

écountable llbertles
hitefield, in telling
The fact - was thls. Mr:

en’ by some of the opposers’o
nes concermng him.

. _on in his sermon to preac& against play~houses, and to
rresent their pernicious influ€nce on religion and morali-
espec'a.lly in a -populonsiommenrcial city, and the seat

aniversity. But ther was no riots t was the pro=

etor of the play- house,“ t t time a: slight temporary
D “'”e;‘d by tbe 3[(1 waﬁls of the blshop s castle,. who
fake it down- :

untess of Huntmg-
ated Augqst 13, 1753, says, “At Glasgow, the man
ed the - play-house was made so uneasy by the word
thmself. For this Sa«

0y such thing: Our weapons are not carnal
ghty: through God tothe pullmg downr of Satan S strong E

In another letter;:dated August 23, 1753, to the Fight hoh-
le lady- Frances Shirley;’lié:says, I have beep' of late
¥ enabled to preach thrice a- -day, and in all’ ‘appears
word: never was attended With inoreSuccess. Sas-

idbelies me;*about the taking' down the Glas:
-houses; byit I hope my letter, lately pu h§hed in the
we .tle Journal, will set all thi T

andriot hnch-my
ol abhors, the chrxstlan’s weapons, thrés % Divine assist=

are. mlghty to. the pulling down of Satan’s strong
holds. Blessed be his holy namerfor any begun conquests
there; surely hls [ame is Wond rful tha
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and rode as far as Boston, Manchester, and. Stockpert:
Theeagerness of the people was wonderful : hie preached
in every town through which he passed,”and; came to
Loodon the latter end of September, having travelled
abbllx%t TWELVE HUNDRED miles, and preached 'ONE HUN-

prED and Efcliry times. .

His stay in London was but short, for in the month of

Oc,to‘ber he made a journey to Staffordshire. A scene of
extePsive usefulness seemed to open to him during his.:
stay at Oulney; at which place,and many adjacent parts,”
he preached in one week. Also at Birmingham, and all
aroudd, the multitudes of hearers were very namerous
and attentive. At a place not far from Dadley, called
Guarnall, he was told of a whole cempany that were
awakened by reading his sermdns. He had the pleasure -

“of Weeting with others who had been awakened years
ago;| and heard of a notorious persecutor and drunkard,
who had been powerfully convinced. It was, as he ex-
presses it, his delight to break up new ground: and
sometimes found, to his comfort, that his way was pre-
pared by the divineblessing on his writings, particalarly
at Alpen‘ham, in Chesire, and at Liverpool; where a .

. person whe had received benefit by reading his.sermons, -
met him at landing, and took him to his house.” Here'
all was quiet, as well as at Chester, where he preached
four ftimes, having several of the -established clergy in
his - congregations. But at Wrexham and Natwich,
where a meeting-house had lately been pulled down, he

- was jassaulted by the mob, and compelled to remove .

. ;Nith his congregation to a place a little out of

own, : :

Thus he continued travelling about, now and then re-
tarnjng to spend a few days in London. November 186,
he thus writes from Gloucester:—“After Lord’s-day, 1
am bound from Bristol and Plymouth, and hope to get
Into'my winter-quarters, some time before Christmas.
Glad should I be totravel for Jesus all the year round—
2t is more to me than my necessary food.” C

On Sunday, November 25, he opened the new tabef-

o 13 )




i ol which, he says, “was’ very large, but not
‘gh for if the place could contain them,
He also

1tv- was now so late in the year, he went to So-
imezrsetslnre, and preached several times, in the open air.,
the evening, “my hands and body,” says he, “were
ierced with cold; but what are outward things, when,
he soul is warmed by the love of God! The stars shone
exceeding bright; and, by an eye of faith, I saw him who
calleth them all by ihew names. My soul was filled with’
... holy ambitition, and I longed to be one of those, who
sshall shine as the stars for ever and ever.”
"The Rev. J. Wesley, his intimate friend, had at this
tlme, by his diligence and zeal, breught hlS life into
~great danger; of which Mr. Whitefield thus writes—
Bristol, December 3,1753: “Iam now hastening to Lon-
" don, to pay my last respects to my dying friend. The
. physician thinks his disease is a galloping consump-
.tion. [ pity the church—1 pity myself—but not him.
"5 PoorMr. Charles will now have double work: but we can
do all through Christ strengthening us.” “His let-
- ters to ‘both. the brothers on this occasion, are very af
~ fectionate and sympathizing. In his letter to the Rev.
_ Charles Weﬂley, December 3, 1753, he says, I cannot
help sending after you a few sympathlzmg lines. - The
Lord help and support you! May a double spirit of the
,Aaacendmg Elijah, descend and rest on the surviving Eli--
sha! Now'is the time to prove the strength of Jesus
yours. A wife, a friend, and brother, ill together. Well!
this is our comfort, all thmgs shall' work together for good
to those that love (xod Glad should I be to reach heav-
- ‘en first: but faith and patience hold out alittle longer.
Yet a little while, and we shall be all together with our
. common Lord. . I commend you to his everlasting love,
and am, my dear friend, with much sympathy, yours,
&c.” To the Rev. John Wesley he writes thus:—«If
seeing you so weak when leaving London, distresséd me,.
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the/news and prospect of.. your '1pproachmg dlssolutlon o
If, and the '

‘church, but not you, A radiant throne s you, and
ere long you will enter into your Master Yonder

Ftands with a massy crown, ready to. pitiit on your
head amidst an admiring “throng of saints and .angels,
But 1, poor ], that have been waiting. for my dissolution
these nineteen years, must be left behind to grovel here

| bat{: quite weighed me down. I pity m

bel w. Well, this is my comfort, it cannot be long ere the

Inots will be sent even for worth]ess me. If prayers -

detain them, even you, reverend and very dear.sir,
sha]l not leave us yet: but if the decree is gone forth;:

that you must now fall asleep in Jesus, may he kiss
your soul away, and give you to die in the embraces. of

triumphant love. If in the land of the living, I hope to

pay my last respects to you next week. If not, reve-
rend and dear sir, farewell. My heart is too big, tears

me to enlarge. May underneath you be Christ’s ever
lasting arms! ¥ commend you to his never-failing mer
cy, and am, very dear sir, your most aﬁ"ectmna.te, sym
pdthizing, and afflicted younger brother in the gospel of
our common Lord.” Shortly after this he went to Lon-

recover.
2| December 26, he received a visit from Messrs. Ten-

ta raise contributions for the college of New Jersey
Aud being commissioned to apply for a general collec-

_ tion in Scotland, Mr. Whitefield gave them recommend-
~ ‘atory letters, and heartily endeavoured to further their

-

esign, He spent the winter of 1753 in London, long-
ing for a spring campaign, as he expressed .it, that he
might begin to do something for his divioe Master

i| March 7, 1754, having got about twenty poor, clnluren

isbon, where he stayed from the 20th of March to the
3th. of: April.

From Lisbon he wntes i—%“This leaves me an old in-

=T

trickle down too fast, and I fear you are too. weak for.

dan, and soon had the pleasure of seeing Mr, Wesley:

nent and Davnes, from America, who came to El’lﬂ']clnd '

nder his care, he embarked -for America, but put in at’ :
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. habitant of ‘Lisbon. We havé now heen here almost a
- d:Lsuppose shall stay a fortmght longer.. A
reputable merchant hath- received me into' his house,
_ ry. day.shows me- the ecclesiastical curiosities of
-the country: O my dear friend, bless the Lorp of all
Yords for causing your]ot to be cast into such a fair ground
as England; and giving you such a goodly héritage. -
is impossible to be sufficiently thankful for civil and re-
ligious liberty, for simplicity of worship, and powerful
preaching of the word of God. O for simplicity of man-
sners, and a con‘espondent behaviour! The air agrees
“with'my poor constitution extremely well. Through divine.
assistance, I hope what I see will also much improve my
better part, and help to qualify me better for preaching
the everlasting gospel.” Again. “Never did civil and re-
ligious liberty appear to me in so amiable a light as now.,
What a spirit must Martin Luther, and the. first reform-
_ ers, be endued with, that dared to appear as.they did
for God! Lord has_ten that blessed time, when others,
excited by:-the same spirit, shall perform like wonders.
happy England! O happy methodists, who are me-
‘thodists indeed! Aund all 1 acceunt such, who being
dead to sects and parties, aim at nothing else but a holy
living toj:and dying in the blessed Jesus.” Again. “This
leaves me pretty well satisfied, not to say surfexted with
the ecclesiastical curiorities of Lisbon.  This day fort-
night we arrived; and the country being in want.of
ran, and it being Lent season, we have been favoured
with frequent processions, and several extraordinary
pieces of scenery. Alas! to what lengths will saper-
stition run! And how expensive is the pageantry of a -
false religion! What engaged my attention most, was
the pumber of crucifixes, and little images of the vir-
gin Mary, and of other real or reputed saints, which
were placed almost in every street, or fixed against the
walls of the houses, almost at every turning, with Jamps
hanging before them. To these, I observed the people
bow as they passed along; and near some of them stood
several llttle compames, singing w1th great earnestness
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“This seemed very odd, and gave me an idea of;. whag“-"
further ecclesiastical curiosities. would probably fall in':

my way, if I should be detained here any time. These e

expectations were quickly raised; for, notlong after my-
arrival at my lodgings, where I was received and enter-
tained with great gentility, hospitality, and friendliness, _
upon looking out of the window, 1 'saw a company of.
p iests and friars bearing lighted waxtapers, and attend-
by various. sorts of people, some of whxch had bags
rL baskets of victuals in their hands, and others car-
d provisions upon their shoulders on sticks between:
tw|o. After these, followed a mixed multitude, singing
with a very audible voice, and addressing the virgin
Mary in their usual strain, “Ora pro nobis.” In this
manner they proceeded to the prison, where all was de-
posited for the use of the poor persons confined therein.
But a far more pompous procession of the like nature,
as a stander-by' informed, passed by a few days before. -
In|this there was near three hundred Franciscan friars,
many of which, besides porters hired for the purpose,
were loaded with a variety of food; and those who
bore no burdens, carried either ladles or spoons in their
hands. Sights of this nature being quite a novelty to
me, I was fond of attending as many of them as I could.
Two things concurred to make them more frequent at
this juncture—the season of Lent, and an excessive
drought, which threatened the total destruction of the
frt

its of the earth, For the averting so great a judg-
nt, and for imploring the much longed-for blessing of
ra‘m daily processions had been made from one convent
o) another, for a considerable time. One of these T
saw: it.was looked upon as a pretty grand one, being
made up of Carmelite friars, the parlsh priests, and & .
great number of what they call brothers of the or-.
d r, who walked two by two in divers habits, holdin "1.,:
lo g and very large lighted wax taper in their
idst these was carned , upon eight or ten men’ss oul-
d ts, a tall image of the virgin Mary, in a kind of man’s
attxre, for 1 thmk she had a Jyery fine white wig on her
: 13 L
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:headjja dress she often:appears in; and was much adorn~
“ed with jewels and glittering stones.. At some distance
from the lady, under a large canopy of ‘state, and sup-
poried likewise by six or eight persons; came a priest,
. holding in his hand some noted relic. After him, fol-
lowed several thousands of people, joining with the fri-
‘ars in singing, “Eandem cantilenam, Ora pro nobis,” all
the way: Still rain was denied, and still processions
- were continued. At length the clouds began to gather,
.and the mercury in.the barometer fell very much.
#There was brought out a wooden image, which they
say never failed. It was the figure of our blessed Lord,
. clothed with purple robes, and crowned with thorns.
I think they ¢all bim the Lorp oF THE PassioN.: Upon
his shoulders he bore a large cross, under the .weight of
which he was represented as stooping, till his body bent
almost double. He was brought.from the Le Grass
. Convent in very great pomp, and placed in a large ca-
:.thedral church. Being on board at that time, I lost
- this sight; but the subsequent evening.I beheld the se1c-
‘NEUR fixed on an eminence in a large cathedral church,
near the altar, surrounded with wax tapers of a prodi-
gious'size. He was attended by many noblemen, and
thousands of spectators of all ranks and stations, who
crowded from every quarter, and in their turns, were
admitted by the guards to come within the rails, and
perform ‘their devotions. This they expressed by kneel-
‘ing, and kissing the seieneun’s heel, by putting ‘their
left and right eye to it, and then touching it with their
beads, which a gentleman in waiting received from
thém, and then retuined-again. This scene was repeat-
ed for three days successively; and during all this time
the church and space before it was so thronged with
carriages and people,-that there was scarce any passing.
_The’music on this occasion was extremely soft, and the
charch was illuminated in a very striking manner. The
third day in the forengon it rained, and soon after the
se1GNEUR was conducted home in as great splendour,and
- -with much greater rejoicing, than when he was‘brought
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forth. .As my situafion: was very. commodious, I;saw
the whol¢;. and afterwards went and heard part:of the
sermon, which was delivered- before the s,_r«:ii"iﬁmun in.
the church to which hebelonged. 'The preacher was
full jof action; and in some part of his discourse, as one
wha understood Portuguese informed me, pointing to
the image, he saird, “Now. he "is at rest. He went out
in justice, but is returned in mercy.” And toward the
conglusion, he called apon the people to join with him
in an extempore prayer. This they did with great fer-
vency, which was expressed not_only by repeating it
aloud, but by beating their breasts;," and clapping their
cheeks, and weeping beartily. To complete the solem-
nity, immediately after the delivery of the blessing, all
on g sudden, from the place near which the image stood,
there was heard a most soft and soothing symphony of*
music, which being ended, the assembly broke-up, and
I returned to my lodgings; not a little affected to see so
many thousands led away from the simplicity of the

gospel by such a mixture of human artifice and blind .

superstition, of which indeed I could have formed no
idéq, had I not been an eye-witness. This concern was
still increased, by what-1 heard from some of my fellow
passengers, who -informed me, that about eleven, one
night, after 1 came a-board, they not only heard a fri-
ar. preaching most fervently before the seicneur, bt

alsp. saw several companies of penitents brought in;. .

lashing and whipping themselves severely. How little
is this unlike to these who cut themselves with knives
and.lancets, and cried out from morning to night, ‘O

Bagl, hear us.’” Methinks I hear you say, ‘And hadil

been present, I should have wished for the spirit of>an

Elijah to’— Hush, my friend; I am content to guess .

at the rest till we meet. In the mean while, let usco}ﬁvi‘-‘.
fort ourselves withythis thought, that there is a season:

approaching, when the Lord God of Elijah will himself
come and destroy this and every.other species of anti-
christ, by the breath of his mouth, and the brightness of
his:appearing, even by the all-conquering maniféstations
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of his eternal spirit. Whletber as men, christians, or |
]igoﬁsfants, we have not more and more reaa;on.topray'
night.aiid day, for the hastening on of that glonogs and
long wished-for period, you will be better able to judge,
when 1send you, as I propose to_do, if T have time, a
" further account of alent procession or two, of which I
was also a’'spectator.” s
. The following account of the procession of St. Fran-
-¢is, Mr. Whitefield.gives-in a letter dated April 3, 1754,
" to the same friend. =~ - :
“My dear friend, : ' L C o,

: “Though some other businéss demands my. at-
tention, yet I must not forget the promise made you of
_a further account of the processions I saw. at Lisbon.—-
“Some of those already mentioned were extraordinary, .
by reason of the great drought: but that which is to be
~the-subject of my present lelter was an annual one: it
_ being customary at Lisbon to exhibit some procession or
another every Friday in lent. An intelligent protestant
- who stood near me, was so good as to be my interpreter
‘of the dumb shew as it passed along. I say dumb shew:
for you must know it was chiefly made up of waxen or
wooden images; carried on men’s shonlders through the
-streets, intending to represent the life and death of St.
‘Francis, the founder "of one of their religious orders.
+-They were brought ont from the Franciscan convent,
“@and were preceded by three persons in scarlet habits,
* with baskets in their hands, in which they received the
alms of the spectators, for tlie benefit of the poor pris-
oners. Afier these came two little boys in party-col-
oured clothes, with wings fixed on their shoulders, in
imitation of little angels. Then appeared the figure of
St. Francis, very gay and beau-like, as he used to be be-
fore his conversion. In the next, he was introduced un-
der convictien; and consequently stript of his finery.—
Soon after this was exhibited an image of our blessed
Tord himself, in a_purple gown, with long black hair,
with St: Francis lying before him, to receive his immg-
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diate orders. 'Then cdme the- virgin mother, (horresca
reférens) with Christ her son at her left hand, and St.
Francis making obeisance to both. Here, if 1 remem-
ber|aright, he made his first appearance.in his:friar’s ha-
bit, with his hair cut short, but not as yet shaVed on
tbe| crown of his head. After a little space, followed a
mitred cardinal, gaudily attired, and before him lay St.
Francis almost prostrate, in erder to be confirmed in his.
office. Soon after this he appears quite metamorphosed”
into a monk, his crown shorn, his habit black; and his
loigs girt with a knotted cord. Here he prays to our
Saviour, hanging on a cross, that the marks of the
wounds in his hands; feet aund side, might be impressed
on the same parts of his body. 'The prayer is granted
blopd comes from the hands; feet and side; and “th
. saipt, with great devotion, receives the 1mpressmns—-—
This was represented by red waxen strings, reaching .
fronlwp those parts of the image to the correspondent parts -
of Bt. Francis’s body.” Upon this he begins to do won-
der‘s and therefore, in a little, while, he is cairied a-
lon as holding up a house which was just falling, This
g‘lc%e, they say, was purformed, if my information be
true, at Madrid, but the part:cuhra of its history I bave
forgotten At lenmth the father died, and is brought
forth lying in his grave, But lo! the briars and nettles
under which he lay, are turned into fine fragrant flowers.
After this he is borne upon along a hier covered. with 4~
silver .pall, and four friars lamentmg over him. He
then appears for the last time, but with an increase of
power; for he was represented as drawing- tormented
people out of purgatory with his knotted cord, which,
as'you may well imagine, the poor souls caught at,
and| took hold of very eagerly. At length came a
gorgeous friar under a splendid canopy bearing inhis
‘hanld a piece of the'holy cross. After him followed two
more little winged boys and then a long train of fat and
well-favotired Franciscans; with their Calcezs Fenestru-
Us; ns Erasmus calls them; and so the _procession ended
Me hmké I-hear you 6'1y, t'is full time;-—aod se say ¥z
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Afor as the sight itself disgusted me, so T'am per~uaded
the bare narration of it, though ever so short, cannot
be very pleasant to one who I know abhors every thing
that savours -of superstition and idolary. We will

‘theréfore take our leave of St. Francis, whose procession

was in the day time: but 1 must tell'you it is only to in-
form you of another of a much more awful and shock-

ing nature, which 1 saw afterwards at'night. About ten
o’clock, being deeply engaged in conv ersation with my
kind ho;t in came an Englishman, and told me in all
haste, that he had seen a train of near two hundred

_penitents passing along, and that in all probability I

might be gratitied with the same sight, if I hastened to

a‘place whither hé would conduct me. 1 very readily o-

beyed the summons, and, as curiosity guickened my pace,

oon came up with some of these poor creatures, who
were thefi making a halt, and kneeling in the street,

- whilst a friar, from a hwh cross, with an image of our

- crucified in his hand was preaching to them and

populace with great vehemence. Sermon being
ended the penitents went forward, and several -compa-
nies followed after with their rrspectlve preaching friars
attheir head, bearing crucifixes. These they pointed to,
and brandlshed frequently, and the heareis as frequent-
ly beat their breasts, and clapped their cheeks. At

_proper pauses they stopped and prayed, and one of

“them, more zealous than the rest, hefore the king’s pal-
“dcé, sounded the word penitentia through a speaking trom-

, pet The penitents themselves were clothed and cover-
ed all over with white linen vestments, only holes were -
made for their eyes, to peep out at. All were bare-
footed, and all had long heavy chains fastened to their
auc]es, which, when dragged along the street, made a
dismal rattlmg but though alike in dress, yet in other
respects there was great variety:amongst them. For
some carried great stones on their backs, and others dead
men’s bones'and skulls in their hands. Some bore large

i ry heavy crosses upon theéir shoulders,

their ‘ghms extended quite wide, or

e
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car) led abow full of swords with the _points downwards.
Mot of them WhlpPed and lashed themselvea, some -
\v1tl cords, and 6thers with flat bits of iron,. It bemg a
- modulight night, I could see them quite  well; and in-
deed some of them struck so hard, that lpercewed
their backs, left bare on purpose to be lashed, were
quite red, and swollen very much.by the viclence and
rewtltmn of the blows. "Had my dear friend been
there, be would have joined with me in saying, that
the|whole scene-was horrible; so horrible, that, being
informed it was to be continued till morning, I was glad
to retarn from whence I came about midnight. Had
you been with me, I know you would have joined with
me |in praising and. gratefully adoring the Lorp of all
lords, for the great wonder of the reformation, apd also
fur that glorious deliverance wrought out for us-a:few
e}rs past, in defeating ‘the unnatural rebellion.” O
hat a mighty spirit and power from on high must Lu-
ther Calvin, Melancthon, Zuinglius, and those glorious.
reformers, be necessarily endued with, who dared
openly to-oppose .and stem such a torrent of supersn-
tion and spiritual tyranny! and what gratitude owe we - .
to those, who, under God, were instrumental in saving -
-us:from the return of such spiritual slavery, and ‘sich
blind obedience to a papal power! To have had a pa-
pist for our king;—a papist, if not born. yet from his
Infancy nursed up at Rome; a papist, one of- whose sons:
~is‘advanced to the ecclesiastical dignity of a.cardinal,
and both under the strongest obligations to support the
interest of that church, whose superstitions, as well as
_Ppolitical state- pxmcnp]es they have sucked in, and im-~
bibed even from their infancy. But, blessed be God,
the snare is broken, and we are delivered. O for pro-
.testant practices to be added to protestant principles!
O for an obediental acknowledgment to the ever-bles-
sed God for our repeated deliverance! But alas!
Pardon me, my dear friend, [ stop to weep. Adieu. 1
Capnot eularge, but leavmg you tor guess from what




- 156

- source my tears ﬂow,l must hasten to subscribe myself‘
my dear friend, yours, &c.” .

In another letter, dated April 9, ]754, he observes:
“The. pre'tcher‘; here have also taught me something;
their action is graceful. Pvidi ocult,—vivide manus,—
dmnia vivida. - Surely our English preachers would do
well to bea little more fervent in their address. They
have truth on.their side, why should superstition and
falsehood run away with all that is pathetic and affec-
ting?”  In another letter he says: “Vast are the out-
. ward preparations made here. Altars upon altars are
- erecting. Penitents upon penitents, are walking and
lashin'g-themselves: but what I want to have erected
and adorned, is an altar in my heart; and the blows and
lashes 1 des;re to feel, are the crucifixion and mortifica-
tion: iof the old man and its deeds. Without this, all is
mere’ parade D Again he says, April 10, 1754, “To-
MOITOW is what they call Holy Tkursday May 1 be as
solicitous to have my heart illuminated by the spirit of
s the people here are to illuminate their church-
and .altars. The pageantry is indeed iucredible.
ou”'h I have been detained longer than expectation,
“Jetrust-what 1 have seen and heard, will do. me ser-
- the futare part of my life. O that I may be

" like a busy bee, and suck some honey even from super-
stitious ﬁowels‘ I do not wonder now, whence the: illu-
minations, dressing of- aliars, and those other things
which I have lateiy meutioned in a public manner on
another occasion, took their birth. It is all an imita-
tion. of what is daily practised abroad. - May the Lord
Jesus crush the cochatricevin its egg, and prevent its
growing any bigger.” ]
The following letter contains a long and lively de-
. scription of the superstitious and impious farces which
he saw performed on Holy Thursday, as they call it; and
conciudes with suitable reflections, and sympdthetlc ex- ‘
pressmns towards the poor deluded people, the un
" py dupes to their crafty and designing priests, wh
elly prevent them from examining the word of G
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: : ‘ “Iji_a*bon,,;ﬂpril 1‘2, 1754,
‘7 My dear: frmnd

: “Prowdence #till detains us at Llsbon, aml,-
‘the efore’] know you will be inquiring what more new.
from thence? 'Truly, as extraordinary as eger: for .I'-
bave now seen the solemnities of an  Holy ’hursda,y,
whijch is a very high-day in this’ meterohs, and particu-
larly remarkable for the grand -illuminations of the
churches, and the king’s ‘washing twelve poor men’s
fe't _Through the interest of a friend, 1 got admit-
tagce “into the gallery where the ceremony was per-
formed. Tt was large, and hung ‘with tapestry; one .
.piece of which represented the humble Jesus washinig
the feet of his dlsmples ‘Before this, upon a small em-
m nce, sat twelve men in black. At the upper end, and
inseveral other parts of the gallery, were sndeboards of
large gold and silver basons and ewers, most-curiously
W ought; and near these a large table covered. witha

{rxety of dishes, all cold, set off and garnished after -
i

e Portuguese fashion. Public high mass being over, '
his majesty came in-attended with his nobles, who:seem-
“ed to look like so ‘many Roman senators. ‘Th of
‘washing the feet, I did not get in time enough 3
“bat that being ended, several of the young noblemen
served .up the dishes to the king’s brother and uncles; *
tﬁese again handed them to his majesty, who gave,I
sthink, twélve of them in all to each poor man. Every
"l: ing was carried on with a great deal of decency and -
good humour. The young noblemen served very cheer-
f lly; their seniors looked quite pleased, -and the king
-and his royal relations behaved ina very polite, easy man-
’ltter s—upon the whole, though, as you'may easily guesg,.
wasnot an ‘exact copy of the tapestry, yet -as'the
ioor ‘men’s clothes and food, when sold, came to about _

en moidores; and as there was a little mixture of aue
rperstition in |t,I cannot say but I'was as well pleased
vith my mormngs entertainment as any -thing ' I' had
. 14 .
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‘seen since my -arrival.’ I believe the whole took up
- néar two hours. After dinner we went to see the church-
_es; but the magnificence and sumptuousness of - the firr-
. niture, cannot well be expressed. Many of them were
’_}gmnor on the occasion with purple damask trimmed with
gold. Ingone of them there was a solid silver altar of
several yards circtimference, and near twelve steps
high: and in another a gold one, still more magnificent,
of about the same dimensions. lts basis was studded
with-many_precious stones, and near the top were pla—
ced silver images, in representation’ of angels. Each
step. was filled with large silver candlesticks, with 'wax
tapers in them, which going up by a regular ascent, un-
* til they formed themselves into' a pyramid, made a most
glittering and splendid blaze. | The great altars also of
‘the othier churches, were d!ummated most profusely, and
silver pots of artificial flowers, with'large wax tapers be- . .
tween each, were - fixed ‘all round sevéral of them.—
Bétween these, were large paintings in black and white,
representing the different’ parts of our Saviour's passion.
* And, in:short, all was so' magnificently, so superstitious-
Ay grand that I am persuaded several thousands of
pounds would not defray theexpenses of this one day.
Go'which way you would, nothing was to be seen but
illuminations within, and hurry without. For all per-
sons, princes and crowned heads themselves not except-
‘ed, are obliged on this day to visit seven churches or al-
‘\tars, in. imitation, as is supposed, of our Lord’s being
husried. from one tribunal to another, before hé was
condemned to be hung upon the cross. 1saw the queen
pass by in great state -to visit three of them. Velvet
cushxons were carried.. before her ma_)eaty, and boards
laid along the streets for herself and retinue to walk
upon. Guards attended before and behind, and thous-
ands of spéctators stood on each side to gaze at them
as they passed along. Being desirous of seeing -the
manner of their entrance, we got into the last church
hefore:they came. [t was that of St, Dominico,:where
wvas the gold altar before mentioned, and at wh
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majesty. and train knelt: about a’ quarter ‘of an hour. All’
_the whlle, .the Dominican *friars sung most surprmng])
sweet. . But as I'stood near the” altar, over ‘against the'.
gregt door, I must confess my very iumost soul was
struck with a secret .horror, when, upon looking up, I
saw jover the .front of the great window of the church,
the heads of many hundred Jews, painted on canvass;:
who had been condemned by what they call the Holy
Inquzsmon, and carried out from that church tobe burn<"
-ed.;| Strange way this, of compelling people to come
in!,|Such was not thy method, O meek and compas- -
sionate Lamb of God! thou camest not to destroy men’s.
lives, but.to save them. But bigotry is as cruel as the -
graye.—It knows no remorse.—From all its bitter and
dire| effects, good Lord deliver us!—But to retarn to the
queen. lhvmg performed her devotions, she departed
and |went in a coach of state, I bel:eve, directly from
the. church to her palace, and without doubt sufficiently
fatigued; for, besides walking through the streets {6 -
‘the Leveral churches, her majesty also, and the princesses,
had|been’ engaged in waiting upon, and washing the feet
of twelve poor women, in as public a manner as the king'.
In opr walk honie, we met his majesty, with his brother
and [two uncles, attended only by a few nobleman in black
velyet, ‘and a few guards, without balberts, I sup- .
pose he was retorning from his last church, and as one
may well imagine, equally fatigued with his royal eon-
sort and daughters. When church and state thus com-
bine to be nursing fathers and nursing mothers to' super-,
- stition, is it any wonder that its credit and influence: is,
so diffusive among the populace? O Britain! Britain!
hadt thou but proportionable -to thy knowledge, an in-
wand purity adequate to the simplicity of thy external
worshlp, in what a happy and godhke situation wouldst
tth be! Here [ could weep again. Again I leave you
, to guéss the cause; and if I can send you one more let:
terof alike nature before we leave this place, it is al
you must expect from, my dear friend, yours most as
ledly in-our glorxous Head, &c "
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“Li;bon, April 12, 1754

' ’“My dear frlend
T @tAfter the news already sent you,I thought '
'feur Lisbon correspondence would entirely have been pat
a’stop to; for upon returning to: my lodgmgs, as weary,
T believe, as others who had been running from church
to: church all day, word was sent to me, that our ship
would certainly sail the next morning: This news; 1
own, was not altogether agreeable to me, because I
wanted to- see” the conclusion of the lent solemnities.
However, I made’ ready; and having despatched my
private affairs over night, was conducted very early in
~ the morning, by my kind host, down to Bellem, where.
the ship lay. We parted. The wind" promised to be
fair; but dying away, I very eagerly -went ashore once
more. But how was the scene changed! Before, all
used to be noise and hiirry,—now, all was.hushed and.
shut up in the most awful and profound silence. No
clock or bell had been heard since yesterday noon, and
scarce a person was to be séen in the street all the way .
to Lisbon. About two in the afternoon we got to the
I}lac,'e, where, I had heard some days ago, an extraordi-
nary scene was to be exhibited. Can you guess what it
was"-—Perhaps not. Why then I'will tell you, It was
the crucifixion of the Son of God, represented partly by
dumb images, and partly by lnvmg persons, in a large
“church belongmg to the convent of St. De Béato. Se-
’veral thousands crowded into it; some of whom,as
" was told, had been waltmg there from six in the morn-

: ,,'mg Throuwh the kind interposition and assistance of a

protestant or two I'was not only admitted into the ¢hurch,
“but was very commodlously sitdated to view ‘the w hole
: performance We had not waited long before: the ‘cur-
tain was drawn up. Immedlately upon a hlg




] Jesus at full length, crow

d:with thorns, and nailed on a cross between two fig-
ure of like dimensions, representing the {wo thie
At g little distance on the right hand, was placed an
ge of the virgin Mary, in plain long ruffles, and a
kind of widow-weeds. -Her veil was purple silk, and:
‘'she lhad a wire glory round her head. At the fom o
the cross lay, in a mournful posture, a living man, dres-
sed |in woman’s clothes, who personated Mary Magda-
len;| and not far off stood a young man, in imitation of
the beloved disciple. He was dressed in aloose green
silk| vestare, and bob- -wig. . His ‘eyes were fixed on
the cross, and his hands a little. extended. On each
side near the front of the stage, stood two sentinels in, -
buf] with formidable caps and long beards, and direct-
ly in front stood another yet more formidable, with a
large target in his hand. We may suppose him to be
the'|Roman centurion.  To complete the scene, from
beh;Ed the purple hangings came out about twenty lit-

tle purple-vested winged boys, two by two, each bear--
Ing a lighted wax taper in his band, and a crimson and
gold. cap -on his head. At their entrance upon the
stagrz they gently bowed their heads to the spectators,
theny kneeled and made obeisance, first to the image on
the, |cross, and then to that of the virgin Mary. When
risen, they bowed to each other, and then took their
respective places over against one another, on steps as-
signed for them at the front of the stage. .Opposite to
thls at a few )ards rhst'tnce, stood a black friar in-a
pulpit hung in mourning. For a while he paused;, and -
then, breaking silence, gradually lifted up his voice un-
il it was extended to a pretty high pitch, thouo-h I

~thm scarce high enough for so large an: auditory. = Af-

ter|

e bad proceeded .in his discourse about a quartex’
our, a confused noise . was heard near the.fropt™ -
oor, upon turning my:head, I'saw fourlong-beard- -

wo of whlch came;l a ]adder on their shoub i
v 14
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*dishes in their hands, full ofj lden, spices, &eé. - These,
as 1 imagited, were the representatives of Nicodemus
“and Joseph of Arimathea. On a signal given from the .
pulpit they advanced toward the steps of the scaffold.
But- upon’ their first attempting to mount it, at the
watchful centurion’s nod. the observant soldiers made a
-+ pass at them, and presented the points of their javelins
directly to their breasts. They are repulsed.. Upon
this a letter from Pilate is produced. The centurion
reads it, shakes his head, and with looks that bespoke
a forced compliance, beckons to the sentinels to with-
draw their arms. Leave being thus obtained, they as-
_ cend; and having paid their homage, by kneelmg first
to the image on the cross, and then to the virgin Mary,
they retired to the back of the stage. Still the preach-
er. continued declaiming, or rather, as was said, ex-
plaining the mournful scene. Magdalen persists- in
wringing her hands, and variously expressing her per-
gonated sorrow; whilst John, seemingly- regardléss of
all besides, stood gazing on the crucified figure.” By
this time it was near three o’clock, and therefore prop-
er for the scene to begin to close. The ladders are as-
cended, the superscription and crown of thorns taken
off, loug white rollers put round the arms of the image,
.and then the nails knocked cut which fastened the
_hands and feet. Here Mary Magdalen looks most lan-
.guishing, and ‘John, if possible, stands more thunder-
struck than before. The orator lifts up bis voice, and
" almost all the hearers expressed concern by weeping,
beating their breasts, and smiting their cheeks. At
length the body is gently let down. Magdalen eyes it,
.and, gradually rising, receives the feet into-her wide-
spread handkerchief; whilst Jobn, who had hitherto
stood motionless like a statue, as the body came hearer
{he ground, with an eagerness that bespoke the intense
affection of a sympathizing friend, runs toward the
cross; seizes the upper paat of it in his clasping arm
and with his disguised fellow m0umer, lrelps to bi

\
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g And here the play should end, was l not afrald
y would be angry with me, if I did not give you an‘ac-
:count-of the last act, by ‘telling you what became of the

__ orpse after it was taken down. Great preparations
i were made:for its interment. It was wrapped. in linen
’ and spices, &c. and being laid upon-a bier richly hung,
was. afterwards carried round the church yard-in grand
procession. 'The image of the virgin Mary was chief
mourner, and Jchn and Magdalen, with a teoop of: fri-
ars with wak tapers in their bands, followed after.—
D termined to see the whole, I waited its return, and
in|about a quarter of an hour the corpse was brought in,
and deposited in an open sepulchre prepared for the
purpose; but not before a priest, accompanied by sev-
‘eral of the same order in splendid vestments, had per-
fumed it with incense, sung to, and kneeled before it.
John and Magdalen attended the obsequies; but the im-
age of -the virgin. Mary - was carried away and placed
upon the front of the stage, in order to be kissed, ador-
ed, ind worshipped by the people. ThisIsaw them do
with. the .ntmost eagerness and reverence. And thus
- ended- this' good. Friday’s tragi-comical, superstitious,
1dolatrous farce A farce, which whilst I saw, ‘as well
w whllst l'am describing it, excited in me. & high
lgnatlon “Surely, thought I, whilst dttendmg on such

_ think ofno otherplea for the poor beguiled devotees, than
that which suffering innocence put up himse!f ‘for: his-
énemies, when actually hanging upon the cross, X
Er, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
T ere was but one thing wanting to raise one’s resent- -
ment to the highest pitch, and that ‘was, for_one of the
‘soldiers to have plerced the side of the image-upon
th cross. “This in all probability you have heard:hath- .
ag ually ‘been done in other places, and with alittle
H} resart, might, 1 think, have been performed here.—
oubtleSS it'would have aﬂ“orded the preacher as. good
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s of hi¢ -auditory, than the takmg down: th
Tiption and crown of thorns, And wiping the hea
a blooded cloth, and afterwards exposing: it to. the
‘of the people; all which 1saw done before the body,_ ,
was let down. But alas! my dear {riend, how mean. 18
that eloquence, and - how entirely destitute of the de-
monstraticns of the spirit, and of divine power, must
oratory necessarily be, that stands in need of such a
train of superstitious pageantry io render it impressive!
Think you, my dear friend, that thé. apostle Faul used
or needed any such artifices io excite. the passions of
the people of Galatia, amougst whom, as he himself in-
forms us, “Jesns Christ was crucified, and evidently set
forth?” " But thus it is, and tbus it will Le, when sim-
~ plicity and spirituality are banished from our religious
. offices, and artifice and idolatry seated in their Toom,
I am well aware that the Romanists deny the charge of
idolatry ; but after having seen what1 have seen this day,
and at sundry other times since my arrival here, I cannot
- help thinking but a person must be capable of mdkmg :
more than metaphysical distinctions, and deal .in-very
abstract 1deas mdeed fairly to evade the charg y

the scale must turn on the protestant s:d :
sbalance these poor people are not permltled to mak
use of! =Doth not. your heart bleed for :them? - Mine
doth 1 am sure, and I -believe would do so wore and
more, was I to slay longer, and see what they call their
hally ujah, and grand devotions on Easter-day. Dut that -
' SCe'n ‘denied me. The vnnd is fair, and 1 must away.

my*

""d}pli ‘all in health, Havmg settled them in hlS fa-
inly in Georgia, which now consisted of upwards.of,
hundred, and spent some time in ‘Carolina,-he mad
excursion to the northward.
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WAL Charleston,” says_he,, “and; other parts of Car -
y -poor labours have met with' the ust '
~and T haye reason to hope a clerg /ma ety
ht under very serious, lmpresuons' My ‘Thealt o
" wonderfully preserved. My wonted. vomitings have
lef .me; and though Lride whole ' nights, and have fre-
qu [ntly been exposed to great’ thunders, violent light-
nings, and heavy rains, yet I am rather better than usu-
,alrland as far as I can judge, am not yet to die, O that
"I may at length learn to begin to live! 1am “ashamed
of‘my sloth-and lukewarmness, and long. to he on ‘the
stretch. for God!”
'He arrived at New York, by .water, July 27, and
preached backwards and forwards from. New York to
|ldde]ph1a, and Whitely Creek, till the middle of Sep-
tember. “Every where,” he observes, “a. divine pow-
er| accompanied the word, pre_}udlces were removed,
and a more efféctual door opened than ever. for preach—
ing the gospel. »
‘TThe latter end of September, he enJoyed the pléas-
ure of meeting his venerable old friend, governor Bel-
chuer, at. Elizabeth Town, New Jerséy. % And lt being

When Mr. Whitefield was in this country, the Rev.
Wiilliam"Tennent paid him a visit, and dined, together with’
- other ministers, at a gentleman’s house. After dinner My}
Wihitefield adverted to the difficulties attending 'the. gospel
»xmmstry, lamented that all their zeal availed but little;. said.
heT wias weary with the burdens of the day, declared hls
great-consolation was, thatin a short time his work wonld
be done, when he should depart and be with Christ;: he ‘then
appcaled to the ministers, if it was not their great comfort
that they'should soon go to rest. They generally ‘assented
exéept Mr. Tennent, who sat next to Mr. W.in! silende;.
by his countenance discovered but little pleasire: ii’l he .
Cdnversation. Mr. W. tapping him on the knee,. said— .
‘Well! brother Tennent, youn are the oldest man:amongst
ug; do you not rejoice to think that your time is so‘nearat
hen you will be called home!” Mr. T. blu
2 81 have no wish about it.” Mr. W. pressed_ m
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“the New.: .Teraey commencement, the presndent and .
tees-presented - Mr. Whitefield with; the degree of
.- The meetm«r of the’ synod sicceeded, “before
whom he preached several times; -and had much satis-
faction i in;their company.. “To-morrow,” says he, “OC-’
tober 1,-God willing; T'shall set out with the worthy pres-
ident, Mr. Burr, for New England; and expect to return
back to the orphan-houae, through Virginia. This will
be.about a Two THousAND miles circuit; but the Re-

deémer’s strength will be more ‘than suﬁ‘mlent” He'
likewise wished, had it been practicable, to- stop some:
time at the West Indies, before he returned to England

October 9, he arrlved at Boston, accompamed by

ure to me at all and if yon knew your duty, it would be,
none to you. T have nothing to do with death; my business
is to live as long as I can, as well as I can, and to serve my
master as falthfully as ‘T can, until he shall think proper to
call me home.” Mr. W. still urged for an. e‘(phmt answer
to. his questmn in case the time of death were left to his
own choice. * Mr. T. replied, <I have no choice about it; I
‘am God’s servant, and have engaged to:do his business as
long as he pleases to continue me:therein. But now, broth-
‘er, let me ask you.a question. What do you think T-would
ﬁay, if 1 was to send my man Tom into the field ‘to: plough'
land if at noon I should go to -the field, and find him loung-
hng under a tree, and complamm ‘Master the sun'is very
{hot, and the plou«rhmg very hard, I am weary of the work
lyou have dppointed me, and am overdone with the ‘heat and
iburden of the day: do master, let me return home,and- be
dlsdharged from this hard service’’—What would. I sayl—
{Why, that he was a lazy fellow; that it was his business to
do the work I'had appointed him, until T shiould think fit to
icall him home.” The pleasant manner in which this re-
proof was administered, rather increased the social harnio-
ny;of the company; who became satisfied that it was very
ble‘to err, even in desiring, with undue earnestness,
-depart to be with Christ,” which is far better than‘to
;in this imperfect state; and that it is the duty of
istian in this respect to say, ‘all the days of my ap-
pomted ‘time will I wait till my change come.”—See Jle-
- moirs of the Rev. William Tennent, in the Emm trehcallela»
gazme, _}‘br July 1807, . -
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?re _‘ident Burr, where he remamed a week preachmg
h great success, “At Rhode Island and Boston,"

‘ Opposmon seems. to fall d<uly To hls o'reat
whlle at Boston, he heard the welcome news, that a
vernor was at. la«t appointed for Georgia, to whom
his friend, Mr, Habersham, was made secrétary. To
him| he writes, “may the King of kings- enable you to
discharge your trust as becomes a good patr ubject,
and christian "

e now traveled north as far as Porctmouth New
Hampshire, always preaching two or three times a day.

- At Boston he ‘met with a far more agreéeable reception

than formerly; and his ministry, in geoeral, seemed to

be, attended with as great a blessing as ever.

ovember 7, at four o’clock in the morning, he tooL -

an affectionate leave of his friends in Bostorn, proceeded
to Rhode Iskind, and went onward thi h Maryland
Vand irginia, | wnth a prospect so pleasing,
mented he. had not come sooner: The whole country
‘seemed eager to hear the gospel, many ‘coming forty or
' ﬁfty miles,"and a spirit of conviction and consolation ap-
peéared in every congregation. Prejudices seemed to
have ‘fled—churches were opened to him—high and
low,|rich and poor, now seemed to think favourably of

liis | ministrations; many acknowledged what God had
done for their souls, through his preachmg, whea he

was there before.

‘In|February. 1755, he went back to Charleston, and
thén|to Savannah, préaching as usual; till in the latter
end of ‘March hP embarked for Euo‘land and arrived:

_safe,|the Sth of May, at Newhaven in Susqex

The chief thing which he took notice of; on his land-
ing opce more in hiis native country, was the wonderful
Success of the gospel. “Glory be to the great head of

_the ghurch! the word hath still free course. The poor
despised methodists are as livelv as ever: and in sever-
al chiirches the gospel is now preached with power.—~

that'he la- -

”

Many in Oxford are awakened o the knowledge of the .
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truth; and Thave heard ’almo«t every week of som
fresh minister, or another, that seem's determined to know
notlmag ‘but Jesus ' Christ, and him crucified.” "This con-
sidération re-dnimated hxm. ‘He.seemed to preqch with
in¢reasing energy and success “in London, Bristol, Bath,
and in Gloucestershlre, till ‘the ‘mionth ‘of ’August ‘He
then went to open the tabernacle at Norwich. ¢“At
his, last place, J? he says, “notwithstanding offences havé
’  has been a glonous work ‘begun and is how
hi; (August 30th, 1755.) ' The polite and great
seem:to hear with much attention; and 1 scafce ever
_preached a week together with greater freedom.”
‘Soon after this he set out on his northern circuit; and
the Lord wonderfully blessed his labours-all” the’ way,
especially at Northampton, Liverpool, Bolton, Manches-
ter, Leeds, Bradford York, &c.t -He proposed to goto
Ireland; but after spendmg a few days at Newcastle, he
d late ‘to go there, or even to Scotland;
réturned to London, having preached two
or three’ tlmes a'day for two-months, to many thousands.
«“Next to Jesus,” says he, “my king and country were
upon my heart. I hope T-shall always think-it my boun--
den duty, next to inviting sinbers to the blessed Jesus,
4o exhoit my hearers to exert themselves against the
first approaches of popish tyranny and arbitrary pow-
€r.i O that we may be enabled to watch and pray,
against all the opposition of antichrist in our heart! for
- after all, there lies the most dangerous man ¢f sin.”

“* Letter 1081 and 1082. Tn'the'M.S. he puts.down the
-names of Jones, Romaine, and- Madam of 'whom it ‘appeats
’fhe intended to have written more particularly. '

-} At York, L hope a fine gentlemau was touched; -and
several, I ﬁnd were awakened "there, and at Newcastle, at
.y last visit.”—Leétter 1102, -

1 This refers to the encroachments -made- by-the French
‘upon the British colonies in America; and their threatening
Great Britain with an invasion; which oc¢asioned a decla,
ration of ‘wedr against France, next jear.




Fpai -hdvmg a gore throat “this obhged him- to be.
“silent for-ifew days, as it was feared, it would end in_ .
'anf}nﬂammatory quinsey. - But as soon as ‘the danger’
wa over, he could not be restrained from his master s

. 3._pphcatlons hemg now made to him, by many per-
gons, to preach twice a week at Long Acre chapel, near

, + He re-
cel{ ed a plohlhmon from the blahop of B— =

nuiniber of soldiers, dxummers, and many other evnl rhs-
posed persons, were employed to make a noize in an ad-
Joining house, or yard, belongisg to a Mr. C : these
rcuLed a dreadful uproar, and that as often as Mr.
Whitefield preached. They were hired by subscrip--
-tion, and supplied with drums, bells, &c. keeping up a
continual din, from the beginning to the end of "his ser-
mop. Thus mobs were excited to riot at'the doors of

the chapel, insulting and abusing both predcher and’

heqrers; as soon as service was over. They répeatedly
broke the windows with large stones, by which several
of [the congregation were severely wounded. In conse-
quence of these unwarrantable proceedings, Mr. White- '
Td wivte several spirited letters to the bishop of
n one of them he thavks his Jordshipfor his
favourable opinion, and good wnshes, the bish-
op havm«r answered his‘first letler; but yet, in a manly
style, and with a just sense of I ritish liberty, defended:
~his own conduct; and powerfully remonstrated against’
the riotous proceedings of his enemies. “Last Tues- .,
day night,” says he, “all was hushed, and in order
throw off all popular odium, lgave it as my opi

2

| “Oné physxcxan prescribed a perpetual blister; hut I
" haye fourd perpetual preaching to be a better remedy.‘

}N en this great catholicon fails, it is over with me.’ Let-’
er 1114.

16
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One Mr. C , and one Mr M- , 1 am ihformed;
are greatly concerned. [ know them not; -and } pray
_.the Lord of all lords never to-lay thisill atid unmerited
“"treatment to ‘their chiarge. If no more noise is made
on their part, | assure your lordship, no further resent-
ment shall be- made on mine. But, if they persist,
have the authority of .the apostle, on a'like occasion,
“toappeal unto Ceaesar; and thaonks be to God, we have
a Casar to 3ppea] to, whose laws will not suﬁ"er any
bjects to be used in such an inhuman man-
nly. one favour to beg of your lordship,
_ that you would send, as they are your lordship’s parish-
ioners, to the above gentlemen, and desire them, hence-
forward, to desist from such unchristian, and, especially
at this’ crxtxcalJuncture, such riotous and dangerous pro-
ceedings. Whether as a chaplain to a most worthy peer-
- ess, and a presbyter of the church of England, and a
steady, disinterested friend to our present happy. con-
. stitution, I have not a right to ask such a favour, I]eave
to your lordship’s mature deliberation.” In the mean
. time, his preaching was. owned by God, particularly to
one, who had been a subscriber to hire rioters fo make
A noise.

In the beginning of Febr uary, 1756, he sent eighty
pounds of the collection which he had made at the ta-
_ bernacle, on the day of the public fast, to the sn\(:.iety
~ for relieving the poor persecuted French protestants.*

The riots at'Long Acre chapel . still continuingy with

, mcreasmg v1oleuce, his friends persuaded him to pros-
ecute those notorious offenders  against all law -and de-
"-cency : which being. known, his: life was threatened. At
the tabernacle a man came up to him in the pulpit:
and.-thiree anonymous letters were sent h:m, denouncing

* Lietter 1118, This year, 1756. he published, ¢“A shorf
- Address to Persons of all Denominations, occasioned by .
the Alarm. of an intended Invasion.”——Sec Fol. IV of hif.

'bporks. ‘
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“gertain and sudden death "unless he desisted from
preaching and pursuing the offenders. As the matter
conceriied not only himself, but the public -also, andi
struck at the welfare of civil government, he sent &
40py of one the letters {o the honourable Hume C—-11,
egging the favour of his advice; who advised him, by
11 means, to’ put all concerned into the court of king’s
|ench The earl of Holderness, one of the secretaries
f state, to whom he was introduced on this occasion,
seemed inclined to offer a reward for the discovery of
ithe letter-writer. “I find,” says Mr. Whitefield, na
Jetter to lady-Huntington, May 2, 1756, “that all thmgs
‘happen for the fartherance of the gospel 1 suppose
our ladyship has seen his majesty’s promise of a par-
on to any that will discover the writer: and this brings .

~the further news of my having takea a piece of ground,

'yery cominodious to build on, not far from the foundling

hospital. I have opened the subscription, and through
od’s: blessing, it has a]rea(ly amounted to near six Hun:-
Ered pounds, I hope, in a few months, to have what
hath long been wanted, a place for the gospel at the
ther end of the town. This evesning, God willing, 1
venture once more -to- preach at Long Acre.” The’
lace he here speaks of is the chapel in Tottenham-

: court-road, which he began to build, May 10, 1756,

Soon after this, he again made his favourite tour, suc-

i cessfully preaching about three weeks at the following’
-places: at Bristol, and in Gloucestershire; at Bradford,

- [Fromer, Warminster, and at Portsmouth; and returned
/|to London’in the begmnmg of June. . °

In a létter, dated July 27( he says: “The gospel flou-

[rishes in London. 1 am Gust returned from preaching
‘jat Sheemesa, Chatham, and in the camp.” The next
.#ay he set off for Scotland. .On his journey he writes

thus:—*Sunderland, August 14 1756, How :wnftly

‘ldoth my precious tite ﬂy awwy' 1t is now a fortnight

stice 1 came to Leeds; in, and about which, 1 preached

" leight days, thrice almost every day, to thronged and af-
fected auditories, “On Sunday last, at Bradford, in the*




mornmg, the audntory consisted of ahout ‘fen thousand
‘at-noon, and in the evening, at Birstall, to near double
the number. Though hoarse, I was: helped to speak so,
at all heard. . Next morning, I took a sorrowful leave
f Leeds; preached at Doncastor at noon, and at York
“the same mght. On Wednesday, at Warstall, about fif-
ty miles off—on- Thursday, twice at Yaran, ahd last
“might and this morning bere.” Wherever he came, he
heard of the good effects of his preaching in those parts
]ast year. 5
Upon receiving pressing mvxtatwns, b
- fiiends in Scotland, he again set out, ed at Ed-
inburgh, August 20 where, and _at''Glasgow, he con-
tinued to preach Wlth much dcceptance, and peculiar
_success 'The Glasgow Courant has the followwg ac-
.“counts :— ‘

"letter, from

“«Edinburgh, September 9, 1'756

B b “For near these three weeks, the Rey. MrixWhite-.
field hath heen preaching in the Orphan Hospital Park,
fo very crowded ‘audifories, twice every day. Ashe
was frequently very explicit in opening the miseries of
" popish tyranny and arbitrary power, and very warm-in
exhorting his hearers to loyalty and Courage at- home,

- and in stirring them up to pray for the success of his
majesty’s forces both by sea and land abroad,’we have
reason to believe, that his visit at this Jum.lure, hath
been particularly useful. -

“Edinburgh, September 23.
“On Sunday evening, the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, after
sermon, made a collection for the poor blgh]anders, when.
upwards of sixty pounds sterling was collect
'September 22, he received a message from the neiw
governor of Georgla in Londen, desmng to see and .cdn-
verse with him, concerning . the affairs of the colony,

"before he embarked. Ty
~ In his way to London, he stopped at Leeds, and went
some days into good Mr. G and J= ’s round
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pr aching to great multitudes on the mountams ‘but ‘
the appearance of a- return of his last year’s dxsorder, i
ob 1ged hlm to hasten to town, And November'7, hi

from 1 Cor. iii, 11. For other foundatzon can ‘ng
an lay, than that w/nch s la,zd which is Jesus. Ck'mst‘. :

i
CHAPTER XVT

' Fjom his opening the chapel n Tottenham -court-road, to
. his arrival in Edinburgh, in the year 1769, :

HIS constant work was now preaching about
i 'es a Week wlnch wnth a weak appetite,:.wa

But yet,” says
trength; and my great-
#do no more for Him, who has
uffered so much for me.” . :
| chapel succeeded according to his wish. - On -
nday mernings, hundreds went away, not being able.
to get in. Several people of rank were desirous of ob-
taining constant seatsjvand a very affecting letter was
r‘#ce‘ived from one under convictions, who acknowledged

at curiosity alone brought him first to see' what sort of
a place it was.f. And here it may not be improper to

- % «T could enlarge, but it is near six in the morning, and
Iymust away to preach.” Letter 1157,

/ :
<A neighbouring doctor calls the place, WHITEFIELD’ s'

v

Bour-Trap. I praythe Friend of. smners tomake it a soul-

trap-indeed, to many.wandering ¢ catures. Shuter, the

player, makes always:one of the}{‘

/1§ much 1mpressed
63.

uditory; and, as I hear,_
brings others with him.” Letter

15
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' take notxce of another remarkable effect of the free
nd sovereign love of God  Mr. ‘Whitefield mentions,
“#tliat a man of good parts, ready wit, and a lively im-
. agibation, who had made it his busmess, in order to far-
“nish’thatter for preaching over a bottle, to come and
»-hear, and then carry away scrapsiof my sermons; hav- -
1ing oue night got sufficient to work upon, as he thought )
attempted to go out; but being pent in on every side, found
- his  endeavotirs fruitless. Obliged thus to stay, and
i looking up to me, waiting for* some. .fresh: mattes for .
" ridicule, God was pleased to prick ‘him to the heart.
He came to "Mr. ‘P=— full of horrors, confessing his
crimes, and longed. to ask my-pardon.” It js also said, .
that David Hume, Esq. of Edinburgh, was a hearer of
Mr. Whitefield, and was much taken with his eloqu
~:Such testimonies as the latter, are recorded merely or
singularity.™
% he .again took his circuit northward “and
~ came to Edin . aestime in the month of May, andﬁ,

* An intimate friend of t

he thought of Mr. Whitefield

. ed'to the latter part of one of his sermo

- «He is, sir,” said Mr. Hume, ‘“‘the most moremous‘pre

I | ever heard. Itis worth while to'go twenty miles to héar
“him:” He then repzated the following passage which he
“heard fowards the close of that dlsgourse «After a solemn
‘pause, Mr., Whitefield thus addrested his numerous audi-
ence:—The attendant angel is just about to leave the
thireshold, and ascend to heaven. And shall he ascend and
not bear with bim the news of one sinner, among all this
* multitude, ryclaimed from the error of his ways¥ . To give

the greater effect to this exclamition, he stamped with his

foot; lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, and, with g

ing tears, cried aloud, Stop, Gabriel! &top, Gabme]‘ S
ere you enter the sacred portals, and yet carry with you
thie news of one sinner converted to God.” He then, in the
most simple, but energetic 1auguage escribed what he cal-
" led a Saviour’s dying laye to sinfy ; so that almost the
whole assemlly melted into tears. - address was accom-

panied with such ammated, yet natural action, that it sux-

ume, askéd him whai;
r.he had listen- -
h
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at the time of the annual meeting of the general-assem-
_bly, a circumstance which afforded him much satisfac-
tion. His preaching was attended by many m y
itfis said, a hundred at a time. Many of them
tq be deep]y affected; and thus their prejug
removed. About th!rty of them, as a pro ‘
regard, invited hinrto a public entertainment. His ma-
jesty’s commissioner, lord Cathcart, also invited him to
his table. Aund his lordshlp’s predecessor, the earl;of
L , shewed particular attention to Mr. Whlteherd
‘as indeed he had constautly done from the time of hls :
first coming to Scotland. . Muititudes, and a great many
_them of the highest rank, daily flecked to hear him.
e congregations still increased more and more.
aviog Edinburgh, be arrived at” (Jlasgow, Juane 8,
having preached twice by ihe; way, and continted
P eachmg as usual, till th&14th, in the High Church-
“yard, to large: congregahons, twice a day; and both
.- farenoon and afternoon in a church in the city.

? Seemg the pitiable conditien the poor of Glasgow
Were in at this time, notwithstanding” the bounty of the
uent and humane, he, with the concurrence of the
ﬁaglstrates, at his sermon on Monday evening, made a
collection for them, amounting to near sixty poundsi—
‘ext day he preached at Paisley; and immediately cet
ut for Ireland.
-His reception in. ] ublm was as promising as former—
+the congregations were very large, and a blessing
~appeared to attend his preaching, mauy being much af-
fected. . A certain prelate told a noble lord, that he
\ﬁas glad Mr. Whitefield was come to rouse the people.
rsons of -all ranks attended, and all seemed, m some,

)b

assed any thmg 1 ever saw or heard in any.other preach-

s
[

‘word of man!”’

or poor H&e ‘had be then received
the wordsof God; and pot as the
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e, affécted with the so]emn truths which he de-

day afternoon, having preached in Oxman-
n;:a place much frequented by large parties
ond and Liberty Boys, as they were €alled,
fought there, hé very narrowly eSoaped with
’ t being war time, he had earnestly“exhorted
" his_ hearers, as was his usual practice, not only to fear
" - God, but also to honour the king; and - prayed for the
ess of his Prussian maJeaty’“arms While he. was
preaching, and earnest in prayer, some stones were
thrown at him, which providentially did him no hurt.
Buat when he had done, endeavouring to return the way
that he came by the barracks, to his great surprise;a
cess was denied; §o that he was obhoed to walk near
half a mile over the green, through some hundreds “of
rioters, &c. who perceivingihiim to be alove, four preach-
ers and a_soldier having deserted him and fled, threw -
showers of stones upon him from every qnarter, which
made him reel backwards and forwards, till he wasal-
most breathless, and covered with a gore of blood.* At
length, with the greateet difficulty, he staggered te the
door of a minister’s house, near the green, which was
humanely opened to him. For a considerable time he
_ remained ' speechless, and gasping for breath; but his
weeping friends having given him_some cordxala, aand .
washed his wounds, procured 2 ¢oach, in which, amldst
vollies of oaths, horrid 1mprecahon=, and Dmlent thrést-
enings of the rabble, he got safe home; and Jomed ifi
a hymn of thanksgiving with his moummg, yet rejoic-
Lok
.~ #*¢«J received many blows and wounds, one.was particn- i
larly large and near mwy temples.” I thought of Stephen;
and wasin hliopes, like him, to go off in thxs bloody triumph;,
to the immediate presencegf my Master.” Letter 1170.
He used to say, in sp ng of this event, that in England,

Scotland and Americaj ated only as a com-
‘Ireland he had been

having bad_ the hons

" ‘elevated to the rank of an ./.)postle,
our of being stoned,

Y
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ing_friends; of whorsy: he says, “none-but spe
.‘conld form an idea of the affection with which I
ceived.”* : v

.+% It was under thissermon that the late Re
wards was impressed'With the great importance
Mr. Whitefigld, in the sermon alluded to, address
sciences, ofithe people with such peculiar energ <
" cessy that-Mr, E. thought every word was personally dirécted
to fuim, though he had concealed himself from .the preach-
. er’s.view, and to whom be was entirely unknown. .
Jn what period of his lifek tered on the work of
" mipistry, we cannot learn. ‘eral years he preached’in:
.connexion with Mr. Wesley; but some disagreeable circum-
stances existing in the society at Lieeds, he,-and a number
of-friends attached to him as the instrament of their spirit-
ual knowledge and happiness, after much deliberation with
each other, and prayer to God, withdrew themselves,and .
- built another chapel, where he continued to dispense the \‘
word of life for more than thirty years.
.Before he settled-at Lieeds, in the year 1755, he went a-
byt doing good, after the example of the Friend of sinners.
¢ He'endured the cross, and-despised the shame.. In Ireland
- he travelled and laboured much in the early part of his min-
istry; and the effects of his bumble exertions to diffuse the
knowledge of Christ, were crowned with abundant success.
At one time, while he resided in Dublin, as he was retirn-
ing from preaching at a village, a party of rude fellows, cal~
led the Ormond Boys, who used to assemble in the evening,
recognized him as swaddling John, (a) a tern of reproach ap-.
lied to the methodist preachers in Ireland; and seized him
th all the madness of their enmity agaiust the truth’he
dched, declaring they would throw him over the bridge
intothe Liffey.  This was observed by an opposite party,

tI(a) This term of reproach originated in the following civcumstance:
don after the iutroduction of methodism into Ireland, the late Rev. Johin
eunick was preaching in Dublin on a Christmas day. His text was
ike i1 12, Ye shall find the bube wropped in swaddling-clothes,; and ly-
g in amanger. A drunken fellow, who was listening at tl‘le door,.lo pick
something by which he might ridicule this new religiun, which had
t yet oblained a name, hearmg the w waddling often repeated, ran
albngihe strget, exclaiming with greati¥ilgarity, 0! these people are
waddlers, they are Swaddlers! The name quickly took, aud becameithe

serow

o ,.g,

ize of opprobrium throvgli'the kingdom of Ireland.
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'*"Phe next,mommg, lbouvh exhemely wpaln he st
for; rtatlington, ‘-1e'wmg,” he says, “my persecy.

“tors to His mercy, who of persecutors has often made :
prea(,;hers. I pray God, 1 may thus be avenged of:

ing preached at Portmh gton, Athlone, leer.
d Cork, in the beginning of August, he returned

_“who had assumed the appcllatmn of Liberty Boys. residing
on the other side of the river: they immediately encounter-,
.ed his assailants, determined they would rescue him. out of
thelr hands. This they accomphshed aud carried him home
“:1n triumph; saying he was:.their swaddling John, for he lived
on their side of the river, and none should hurt him. Thus
God preserved his llfe, and made both the wrath and 1gnor~
ance of man to praise him.
. -At another time, baving preached out of doors—after he
/‘ had finished his discourse, a furious mob of the White Boys.

beset the house into which he had entered, and threatened
to burn it to the ground, if he was pcrmltted to continue in
it. This desperate menace greatly alarmed the inhabitants,’
! who were exiremely unwilling to gratify their wicked de-
' i sire. Thore was, however, but one way for his escape, and
; that was through 2 window, which opened into a garden:be-
longing to a justice of the peace, who was himself a bitter
persecutor of the methodists; through this window he was
let down in- a basket. Here he stood some time in great
consternation, fearing the family would observe him, and
charge him with havipg broken into their garden for bad
purposes, and that thereby both himself and religion miight
be injured. At length he ventured to knock at the door;
\asked for the >squire;  and being intruduced, ingeniously stated
“the circumstances of his distressed situation, which had
such an effect on the magistrate’s mind; that he protected
and entertained him at his house two days in a hospitahle
_ maaner. .

He was sincere in all his pastoral engagements—deeply
. impressed with the vast importance of his work, and great-
ly loved by his congregation. The salvation of souls exci-
S ted his watchfulness, Lis prayers, and his. zeal; and in his
-+~ whole life he . was an epistle of Christ, Lnown dand read qf all

men. :
Governed by a. disinterested concern forthe p
- “prosperity of the people committed to lus charg




‘to ’En land: and whenex er- the wedther was favou able
contijued to range, as he termed it,. eveiy where
preac ing with as great earuestuness and -apparent suc-
_cess ‘as ever. “This spiritual Quntmg,”_ says.he, “ig
delightfol sport, when the heart is in the work!” At

Piymouth; be had the, pleasure of seeing officers, sol- -

; dlels, SdllOla. &ec. altendmg divine worship with becém-

ing reverence and delight. He enjoyed also delightful . i

seasons in Exeter, Bristol, Gloucester, &c. &c. and:
-ahout the middle of October 1757, returned to Lon-
don.

By his unremitted attendance this wmter at the cha-
pel anF the tabernacle, together with much study and

care, his health became gredtly impaired. Weakened
as he was by continual vomitings, want of sleep, and
‘loss of appetite, he, however, still went on as well as he
could.. ¢l am brought now,” says he, “to the short al-
lowance of preaching but once a day, and thrice on a
SundaEr » And when disengaged from his public ministra-
tions, he was ever projecting some plan or other for
the advancement of religion: asthe erecting of alms-hou=
ses fo religious widows, on the ground which surround«
edthe chapel. “l have a plan,” says he, “for.
The whole -expense will be four- hundred p
have' got a prospect of two. I propose allowir
Wldo‘ half a crown a-week. The sacrament vmoney

] this be effected, many godly -
widows will be provi for, -and a standang monument

left that the methodists were not ao'amit good works 2

mtcm" in season, and out of season; reprow;g, rebukmg, and
Nhortmg, with alllong-suffering and gentleness

/-71 “And as a«bn’d each fond endearment tries

- |Teo tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies;
' |He tried each art, reproved each dull delay,

| |[Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way.”

On the 17th February, 1785, aged 71, he bid adieu to all
h'li eonnexmns in this mortal llfe, and ente;ed into his eteta
R re ,t. .
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ime he put thls plan mto executlon Pebriv.
;1758, the foundation of the almg-house was laid,
~w:dows begcm to be admltted in the June fol-
lowmg . E
His summer cnrcuit th‘ls year, he bewan at Glouvester~
~from whence he pmceeded to Brlstol and onward to
Wales. During hisstay in that cotntry, his health was
uch on the decline; so that he could not sit up in com-
#ny, as he had been used to do; and could tuke but
idittle food. . Yet, notwithstanding his infirmities, he con-
tinued his j Joux ney through gredt part of South Wales,.
: incredible multitudes attending his preaching wherever
«~  he went.
' In the month of July he set off for Scotland. In his
_ way he preached at Everion, St. Neot’s, Kayso, Bed-
s ford, Oulney, Weston, Underwood, Rdvenstrme, North-
. ampton, and Newcastle. .Four . clexgymen lent him
their pulpits. - His bodily strength so_little increased
byvthls journey, that he frequently found an inclination
ack. But-he.did not thiok it consistent with
- “Through divine strength,” says he, “I hope.
; and shall strive, as much as:in me lies,
lorious work.” Yet, through the divine
alth was greatly mcreased soon after.
1 Scotland.  From Edmburgh he.writes,’
“dnd 24:—“For these four months past I have .
been bmught so exceedingly lo gny body, that [ was
‘in hopes every sermon 1 predcﬁ%d would waft me {o my
wished-for home. Scotland, I hoped, would finish. my.
" warfare; but it has rather dnven me back to sea again.
On Tueeday next, I thought to have moved; but as it is
race-week, and my health is improving, friends udvise
me to stay, to stir them up to run with patitnce the race

ki '[‘0 a gentleman who wisited hlm in Loudep in the year
1768, he pointed cut those houses frum the room in which
they sat, and said, ““tliose are m iy redoubts. The prayers of

the poor women who reside in’them, protect me m my
house,” -,
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‘ hwt is set before us.”—The: following. account appeared
in the Glasgow Courant. .

SEpiNsurcH, September 14, 1'758 Mr. Whlteﬁeld’s
-presence-at this time, has been particularly useful to
the Orphan Hospital, for which upwards of two hundred
pounds has been raised from the collection at the doors;
and seat rents. Before he left Glasgow, he made a col-
lection for the-Glasgow Charitable Highland Society, for
supporting the highland children; a scheme particular-
_ly seful at this time, when so many of their parents

friends.are abroad in America in his majesty’s ser-
vnc During his stay here, he has had occasion to
preach three thanksgiving sermons, for the victory of '
Crevelt, the “taking of Cape Breton, and the late de-
feat of the Russians., By his warm and repeated ex-
hontations to loyalty, and a steady adherence to the
protestant interest on this and all other occasions, it must
be |acknowledged, even in this view, his visit here has
been useful to the community in a civil as well asa re-
ligipus llght 7

aving left Edinburgh, he preached, w:th his usual -
abundant liberty ‘and success, in most of the prmcnpal
towns, &c. in the north of England; and about the end .
‘of October, arrived in London. P
His affairs in America being in a prosperous state, he
now began to think of going over to Georgia again.—
“BlFssed be God,” says he, “that I can send you word,
a never-failing Providence hath put it into my power
to pay off all Bethesda’s arrears. I am-talking every
day of coming over: but how to do it in war time, or
how to get the Chrl[)ﬁl and tabernacle Qupphed I cannot
as yet be clear in.”
ot being able, it scems, to get over these dlﬂicultles,
he spent the winter of 1758, in London; and opened™
his Fprme campaign at Bristol. The ‘month of June he-
, Spent preaching through Gloucestershire and York:
" shige;. people. of all ranks and conditions every where
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.flocked, as usual twice a-day, to ‘hear hlm.* and from.
thence he rev:s:ted Scotland

CHAPTER- XVIL

From his, arrival at Edinburgh, 1759, to kis opening the
. countess of Huntingdon’s chapel at Bath, in the year
* 1765.

.ABOUT the beginning of July, 1759, he came to
. Edinburgh. Here, and also at Glasgow, the congrega-
tions were never more numerous or attentive. Yet, he
_complains in his letters, “that with respect to the pow-
er of religion, it was a dead time in Scotland, in com-
parison .with London, and several other parts of Eng-
' land” “During his stay, the sum he collected for the
benefit of the orphan-hospital, amounted to two hun-
dred and fifteen pounds. This year’s visit to Scotland
occasioned an occurrence which redounded much to his
credit, and fully cleared him from the charges of mer-
cenary and sordid motives, brought against him very
unylstly by some of his adversaries.
. A Miss Hunter, a young lady of considerable fortune,
‘made him an offer of her whole estute, both money and
lands, amounting to above SEVEN THOUSAND POUNDS,
which he generously refused: and upon his declining to
-accept it for himself, she again offered it for the benefit
of the institution in Georgia, which he also absolutely re-
" fused. These are facts too well known to be denied.
This winter he continued in London; during which he
wrote a preface to Dr. Samuel Clarke’s bxble, and con-

'-‘ * i‘I am growing fat; but, as T take it to be a disease, ¥
" hope I'shall go home the sooner.” Letter 12284 - '
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v ‘siderably enlarged his chapel, whlch was far _too small

o contain the congregation,
On the 14th of March, 1760, he collected at Totten-
ham-court chapel and t1beruacle, upwards of four
lundred pounds for the relief of the distressed Prus-
sians, who suffered so much from the savage cruelty of
the Russians, at Newmark, Crustin, &c. For this disin-
ipterested act .of benevolence, he ‘received the thanks
" .of his Prussian majesty. - .
In the summer of 1760, he iravelled through Glouces-
lcrshu'e and Wales, and '1fterwards to Bristol. When
e preached at the tabernacle, many more attended than
‘the place would bold: and in the fields there wére sup-
posed to be TEN THOUSAND.
L About this time he underwent a new sort of persecu-
i

:tion, which, however, men of the greatest eminence
‘have sometimes experienced, being burlesqued and ri-
diculed in a manner the most ludicrous afd profane, on
he stage of the theatre royal, Drury-lane. Many acts
gf' violence had been offered to his person, but his ene-

ies being now convinced, that the law would not per-

it them longer to proceed that way. with impunity,
hey therefore determined to try the effect of mog
ry. For this purpose they gof for their tool, Mr. Sam-
':el Foote, 2 man well qualified to act the mimic; who

aving imitated ilr. Whitefield’s person and action with
 lsuccess, and spoke some ludicrous sentences in his man-
_ per, was thereby encouraged to write a farce, called the
. |Mixror, to be performed at Drury-lane. Mr. White-
. |field takes notice of this in' a letter, dated August 16,

- 11760. It seems to have taken its rise from the malice

.|of the play-house people, after they had fziled in their
attempt to detér him from preacbing at Long Acre cha-
-|pel; and even still more exasperated by his building a
ch1pel of his own in Tottenham-court-road.—See a let-
.|ter to David Garrick, Esq. occasioned by the intended
. | representation of the Mivor. This letter was' suppo-
‘| sed to have been written by the Rev. Martin Madan.
This. theatrical piece, by its horrid blasphemy and
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impiety, excited the justindignation of eyery serious
erson. 'The impious author, intending te expose Mr.
" Whitefield to public contempt; makes no scruple to
treat the very expressions, and sacred doctrines of the
bible, with that profane ridicule, which a sober-minded
Mahomedan would blush at! Or, to put the most fa- -
vourable .coristruction upon the matter, he, and the a-
gents employed at the tabernacle and chapel to procure
Ahaterials, were 5o shamefully ignorant of the inspired
writings, as not to -know, that what they took for Mr.
Whitefield’s peculiar language, was that of the word of
. God! However they lost their labour; for by their en-
deavours to lessen the number of his followers, they in-
_creased them, and brought thousands more to hear the
gospel: and thus Providence gave him the victory over
then'y, bafiling all the schemes of the prince of dark-
ness} -
Here it will not be amiss to insert the following ac-
- count from Edinburgh:—“Mr. Foote,* being manager of
" the Edinburgh theatre, in the winter of 1770, the Mi-
~or was acted there. The first night it was pretty full,
. ;as;people fond of any noveity, were led to it without
~“Knowing any thing of. the nature of the performance.—
" But such was the public sense of the impurity and inde-
cency of it, when known, that on the second night, only
ten women appeared.  When it was acted on Saturday,
" November 24, a_dispute arose among the spectators,
whether it was proper- to bring Mr. Whitetield upon the
stage, as he was now dead? This, however, was
done, and raised a_general ipdignation in the inhabit-

* One evening while Foote was'exhikiting Mr. Whitefield
to public ridicule in the theatre of Drury-lane, the veper-
able man himself was engaged in preaching at Tottenham-

. court chapel. His subject was, “the joys of Heaven.” To-

wards. the close of his discourse, when his piety, his imagina- -
tion, snd Lis eloquence were on fire, he cried out in the
imidst of a melted and enraptured assembly, pointing to the
heavens, ‘“there;'there an ungodly foot tramples on ihe saints
* no more.” : ) . :
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<t O.f that c:ty Next day several ministers, th%{ReV.

Dr.Lrskme, Dr. Walker, &c. took notice:of. it in " their

discourses the pulpit. Dr. Walker, whose church
was {requented by people;of the higher rank, observed
in hislecture upon 2 Cor.'v.’ 14—21, that he co
‘[read the 17th verse, if any y , be in. Christ, he is d new
‘lereature, without’expressing thé just indignation he_felt,
Jupon hearing, that last night a profane piece of buffoon.
‘lery was publicly acted, in which this sacred doctrine is
_|ridiculed. The Rev. Mr Bame, ‘of the kirk of relief,
‘|preached a sermon on the occasion, December 2, from
{|Psalm xciv. 16. Towards the conclusion he says; “how
- |base and ungrateful is such treatment -of the dead! and
that too so very nigh to a family of orphans, the records
‘|of whose hospital will transmit Mr. Whitefield’s: name
to posterity with honour, when the memory of ethers
will rot! How illiberal such usage of one, whose:gg
.|able good services for. his king and -country, are well
known; and whose indefatigable labours for. his beloveql
Master weré countenanced by heaven!”
" May 14, 1760, he preached at Tottenham- court cha—
| pel; from- "Hosea xi. 8, 9; and at the tabernacle in
;| evening, when his text was the last. verse- of ‘the: Oth
|Psalm. At the former place he collected two'hu
and twenty-two pounds, eight shillings, -and nine
‘|and at the laiter,-one hundred and eighty-two pounds,
fifteen shxllm«rq, and nine pence, for the distressed pro-
i|'testants in- Prussia. Thus it appears that his befievo~
‘| 1ent disposition led him strictly to observe publicioccur-
rences: and surely no man more ca.refully endeavoured
-] to improve'them.

-The months of September and October, 1760, he
spent in travelling and preaching through York;hue
.|-and passed the winter in London, in his usual manner,
| February. 13, 1761, being a ddy appointed for a gen-
eral fast, he pre‘tched early .in the morning at the:tu-

aberndcle, from Exodus xxxiv. 3, &c. and collecied one
~hundred ‘and twelve pounds. In the forenoon again, at
: thg chapel, from Joel ii. 156* After sermon, the collec-
. 1 s
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These sums, amoi g >
“immediately applied to the no-
ble. pt > - whi 3 ere collected, the rélief
of the poor. afflicted * protestatits, “and the un-
- happy sufferers by:fire at Boston. ‘Foir hundred, pounds’
was conveyed to the Germans, through the hands-of
the Rev. Mr. Ziegenhagen. - -

; “Boston, February 27, 1764. At _a meeting of  the
freeholders and other inhabitants of the town of’ Bos-
ton, on Friday last, it was voTED UNaNiMoOUsLY, that the
thanks of the town be given to the Rev. George White-
field, for his charitable care and pains in collecting a
Gonsiderable sum of ‘money in Great Britain, for the dis-
] tressed sufferers- by the great fire in° Boston, in 1760;
“ and a respectablé committee’was appointed to wait on.
| Mr Whitefield, to inform him of the vote, and present
him. with a copy thereof.”— Boston Gazette.
at his bodily heaith, which had often been:very’ bad
now grew worse and worse; so that, in Aug.1761, he was
brou"’ t to. the very gates of ,death yet, the Lord was -
to_raise him again. It was happy for him that
quently got the assistance of clergymen from the

- country; at this time particularly of the Rev. John
- Berridge,* vicar of Everton, Bedfordshire; Fellow of

Clare-hall, Cambridge; and chaplain to the right hon.
“the earl of Buchan; of whom he writes, “A new instru-

* This emmently bumble, laborious, and hlghly-honoured
ainbassador -of the Lord Jesus, was born in 1716, at Kings-
ton, in Notinghamshire. In the 15th year of his age he was
eonvinced of ‘the sinfulness of sin, and the necessity of be-
ing born again, not of the will of man, nor of the will of
the flesh, but of God.

. " He was sent to the University of Cambndge in the nine- -
- ‘teenth year of his-age, and in 1749, began his ministry, at
Stapleford, near Cambridge; where he preached regularly
- %ix years with zeal and faithfulness, but with little success.

’
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recovery, whlch was vé-
1y weak as to be unab

From hxs own )
since his'decedse, it appedrs he was a's ranger to that faith
whi ﬁ%punﬂes, works by love, and makes Christ all in all to
the: believing soul, till the year 1757; and therefore went ’
abo it-preaching up the righteousness of the creaturé, in-
*6f the merits and righteousness of Jesus Christ alone,

" for 'acceptance with-God. This made it no wonder that his
ministrations were no more blessed to the soulsof others
than| to his own.  In the following year it pleased the Lord
-of his infinite mercy to open the eyes of his mind, to see his
error, and make him cry out, ““Lord,if T am rlght keep me.
so; but if T am not make me 80;, aud lead me to the knowl-
edge of the truth as it is in Jesus,”

Alfew days after this, his earnest and constant prayer wag
granted; he was led by the blessed Spirit to acknowIedge
the nsuﬁiclency of good works to merit the divine favour,.:
-and ccordmg'ly renounced them,in point of dependance;. as
any |wise meritorious in the s1ght of God. He was tau
the hecessity of believing in the Redeemer alone for life s
salvation, and joyfully received and depended on him as :
on}} Savmur from the wrath to come; agreeable. to the dec--
laration of an inspired apostle; Acts iv. 12. <“Neither is there
salyation in-any othei; for there is none othername under -
‘heayen given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

From this tlme he truly found his _preaching was nét¥in

added’ to his mlmstry, which were his joy in life
- doubtless be his crown of rejoicing when time shall be no
more. #Among these was the Rey. Mr. Hicks,'a clergynian
of | _resthng'worth about four miles from Everton, who be-
‘cam ka a very useful man, and often accompanied him in his
’ 1tln¢rant labours from place to place.
- Haviog'so_good a Master, he entered.upon lus work thh ;
che fful steps, and pursued it with the greatest mdustry —
Emboldéned by the success of Mr. Whitefield, he saw it was
his' ity to itinerate, or to extend the sphere of his useful-

nes by beécoming a travelling preacher: he did not confine




iym
tl}v gh‘“ not
frequent.preachmg, as he‘

relf much better,,
tigde of long - journey

.

e tract of country.—
love ew the worth-of an
-imaiortal'sonl: ‘K knew ‘the”. awful_terrors of - the Lord; he
- knew ‘the’ emptmess of the present world; he kuew-tfe san-
. dy’ foundation upon “Which thonsands build; he ko€w the
dangerous demces of satan; he knew the’ awful pr%c]pxce
‘upon. upon ‘which. the .ungodly stand. ' His bowels.melted
" -with pity, his heart yearned to assist.them. He therefore
left no' means unattempted to awalien ‘their concern, and
allare them to the Son of @od. In his itineracy he would
take the countiés of Bedford, Cambrldge, Pssex, Hertford
and Huatingdon, makmg the episcopal mandate the invari-
able’ rule of bis operition, “Go and' seek Christ’s sheep
wherever thou canst find them.” In this circuit he preach-
-~ ed.upon an :average fromten fo twelve sermons & week, and
-.frequently- rode a hundred miles. Nor wére ihese extrordl-
niary exertions the hasty fruit of intermitting zeal, buf were
regularly contihued during the long succession of more
stwenty -years, exemplifying, through the whole of his’
terial ‘career, the motto. of the late celebrated: Dr.
Iridge; Dum vivimus vivamus:
e ﬁrst year that he began to preach the gospel he was

.- Tidus 1mpnessxons, and it has been computed, that under his

-own, and-the joint ministry of Mr. Hicks; about’ four thous-

. and were awakened to a concern about thelr souls, in tke
, ' -Bpace of twelve months. .

For seyveral years before Mr, Whitefield died, Mr. Ber-
idge preached at the. Tabernacle and Totlenham Court
nd continued to do:so annually till 1793; he mtendcd
to have come that year, and. was expected by ‘his numerous
friends in London, but instead of, his presence they received
the melancholy tldmgs of his deafh. For some: daya pre-
vious to his decease, strength and health had visibly de-
creased, and on Sunday. '20th- Janudry; he came down into
i’ pallom as usnal, but with great difficulty leached his
chamber in the evening. A few hours after he was'in bed,
he: appeared to be selzed w1th the symptoms of munedlate
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uséd to do. Of this he complains .in October, 1761: I
have not preached a single ‘sermon for some weeks.—
La]st Sunday I spoke a'little; but I feel its effects ever
since. ‘A sea voyage seems more necesswry to me now

dis olutlon. His facé was contracted and his speech faulter-'
ed; and in this situation he continued till about three o’clock’
on‘LTuesday afternoon, January 22, when, breathing less and
less, this champion of the Redeemer calmly entered into
thejoy of his Lord, in the 76th year of his age. On the
en uing Sabbath, hls remains’ were interred in his own pas
vish .church- -yard. The Rev. Charles Simeon, Fellow " of
" king’s cgllege, Cambridge, preached his funeral sermon,
 from 2 Tim, iv. 7,8, - Six neighbouring clergymen atteund-
cd [to bear his pall. The almost immense concourse of peo-
ple, who assembled from all parts of the country to be pre«
serit at this solemnity, the undissembled grief which was de-
ploted upen every countenance, the tears which trickled
don every cheek, were a melancholy, butrexpresswe eu~
logium on his character, and should be considered as a just
pa egync on his worth.
Never man entered upon the work of his Master w1th
more - disinterested- views, His purse was. as open as his
heart, though not so lalge His ear was ever attentive to
th tale of woe, his eye was keen to observe the miseries of
. thie poor, the law of kindness was written upon his Leart, -
- and his hand was always ready to administer relief. The
gaﬁus of his vicarage, of Lis fellowship; and of his patrimo-
nial income, (for his fatber died very rich,) were appropria-
tqa to support bis liberality. Houses were rented, lay-
prt.chers maintained, and-Inis own travelling expenses dis-

bursed by himself. Cottagers were always gainers by his .

ompany. He invariably left a half-crown for the homely
pravisions of the day, and during his itineracy it actually
C(qyt him five hundred pounds in, this single article of expend-
" iture.

Tis mental powers were far from contemptible: he pos-
sessed a strength of understanding—a quickness of percep-
tion—a depth of penetration—a brilliancy of fancy—and a

. fulld of prompt wat, beyonu most men. A vein of nnocent
humour ran thronrrh all his_public and private discourses.—
This softened what some might call the austerity of religion,
aml rendel ed his company pleasant to people of less senous

~
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~ than ever, 1 now know what nervous disorders are.—
Blessed be God, that.tliey were contracted in his ser-
“service! 1do not repent, though I am frequently tempt-
ed to wish the report of my death had been true, since
my disorder keeps me from my old delightful work of .

- --preaching.”

- In a’journey this month to Leeds and Newcastle, a]-
“"though he was enabled to bkear riding in a post chaise,
he could preach but seldom; and his friends prudently
refrained from pressing him. - “I hope, however,” says
. - he, “l am travelling in order to preach.” Accordingly
. he journeyed slowly to Edinburgh and Glasgow; and"
. was in London till the month of December; when he
-was much recovered, which he attributed instrumental-
ly to his following the advice and prescriptions of sever-
al eminent physicians in Edinburgh; being convinced,
as he said, “that their directions had leen-.more bles-
sed - thon all the medicines and advice he had else-
" where.”

His health being in a great measure restored ‘he could
_not refrain from his beloved work. And wrltes ‘from
-Bristol, April, 1762 :—*“Bristol air agrees with me. I
hai'e been enabled to preach five times this last week,
habit; but what is very smgular, it never overcame his gra-
vit,

Iyn learning he was mfeum to very few of the most cele-
brated sons of science and literature at the university. His
masculine ability, bis uniform sobnet} , and long residence
at college, were favourable to improvement; and so insatia-
ble was his thirst for knowledge; that from his entrance at
Clare-hall, to his acceptance of the vicarage of Everton,
he regularly studied ‘fifteen hours a day. .He was as famili-
ar with the learned languages as with his mother tongue.

. None who mtlmately knew him w1ll consider thls as an.
exaggela.ted bistory, but will rather join the honest man,

- who told the minister at the close of his funeral sermon in
-London, ¢“Sir, I have known good Mr. Berridge above for:

"ty years; and after all your commendatmn, I must say, as

: the.queen- of Sheba did. on another .occasion, the haif has
ol been told, - ~
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without being hurt. * Who knows but I ‘may yet be re-
stored so far as fo sound the gospel trumpet for my God!
'Th% ‘quietness 1 enjoy here, w1th daily ndmg out, seems
to-le one very proper mean.’ "
J}Iotmthstandmg his’ weakness, and shortnes> of .
lth he still continued preaching four or five times a
k, till the middie of May; and now and then was -
ab e to “take the field,” as he called it; in which exer- -
“cise he much dehghted “Mounts,” sa)s be, “are the
best pulpits; ‘and the heavens the best sounding boards.
O for power equal to my will! I would fly from pole
to c:}e, publishing the everlasting gospel of the Sonof |
Go ?
é\fter his return to town, his zealous exertions, in-
creasing cares and labours, affected his spirits;’ and
br?ught him low again. He therefore resolved ona
age to Holland;* and accordingly set out in the
}ynth of July: The sea air agreed so well with him,
that, finding himself much betfer, he writes from Nor-
}ch July 31:—%The expedition to Holland, was, I

trpst, profitable to myself and others; and, if ever my
usefulness is to be continued at London, I must be pre-
pared for it by a longer itineration both by land and -
water. At present, blessed be God, I can preach once
a(day; and it would do your heart good to see what an
1 ﬁuence attends the word. All my old times are reviv-

y August 18, he arrived at Edinburgh: from thence
went to Glasgow preached at each place alternately
every day,.and at Cambuslang twice, till September 13,
when be returned to England; and rejoiced at the news
of an expected peace, hoping soon to embark for Amer-
ica.

Duaring his stay in England, he was not able to px:eacb
more than once a day, through ‘extreme weakness and. *
hodily pain. At Leeds, Bristol, and Plymouth, he la~
boured with greater ease and pleasure but of London, .

* He preached at Rotterdam four times. i
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he says, “as. aﬂ'alrs are - cnrcumstanced every thing

- there tends to. weigh me down.” H%vmg therefore ea-
gaged some of his dearest and most. intimate friends, 1o
take upon them the whole care and management of ‘the
affairs of his chapel and tabernacle, with all his other
concerns in England, Be set sail in the month of March,

' 1763, for Greenock, in Scotland. In this tour he preach-

‘ ed-at Eyerton, Leeds, Aberford, Klppax, and Newcas-
tle: and also was employed in wrmng his observatlons,
&c. in.answer to bishop Warburton.

For some weeks after his arrival in Scoﬂand be re-
_gularly préached once-a day, but was obliged, by ‘the
return of his former complaint, when at Edinburgh, to
refrain for the most part, for almost six weeks.

At length he embarked the sixth time for America,
the beginning of June, in the ship Fanny, captain Ar-
chibald Galbraith, bound from Greenock to Virginia;
and arrived there the latter end of August, after a
voyage of twelve weeks. “Thanks to a never-failing
Redeeemer,” says he, “I have not been. laid by an hour
-through sickness, since 1 came on board. A kind cap-
tain, and a most orderly and quiet ship’s company, who
 gladly, attended when I had breath to preach. Scarce
an oath have I heard upon deck, and 'such a stillness
through the whole ship, both on week days and the
Lord’s day, as hath from time to time.surprised me.”—
He dated his letters in September, October, and Novem-
ber, from Philadelphia. Though still reduced by weak-
ness, yet he continued to preach twice a-week. “Hére,”
.- says he,*are-some young bright witnesses rising up in the
church. Perhaps | have already conversed with forty
-new-creature ministers of various denominations. Six-
teen popular-students, I am credibly informed, were con-
verted in New Jersey college last year. What an open
door, if I had strength! Last Tuesday we had-a re-
"~ markable season amosdg the Lutherans; chlldrcn and
grown people were much impressed.”

It was his earnest wish to go lmmedlately to Geor- -
gia, but was absolutely dlzsuaded by his phyzicians, till



:n' went to New York, preach-
the way; at the ollege ‘New. Jer-
, and also at’ Rlizabeth towh, with much approba-
-and stccess. His ﬂpmts now rev:ved, so that he was *
“erlabled.to preach. three times a week. During his stay -
at/ New Yotk, in the winter, he writes: ‘“Prejudicesfin
" this place have most strongly subsided. The beétter
goirt Hock, as -eagerly as the common peopie, and are
fond of coming foi private gospel conversation. ‘Con-
gregations contiiué very large; and, T trust, saving im-
pressions made on -many.” This appears by the fol-
lowing account takén from the Boston Gazette. - '

J|“NEw Yonk January 23, 1754 The Rev. George
hitefield has spent seven weeks with us, preaching
twice a week with more geueral approbation than ever;
a d has been treated with great respect by many of
Hs gentlemén and merchiants of this place. During
stay, he preached two charity .serigons, the one on
t‘ e occasion of the annual collection jor the poor, in
which doiible the sim was collected  that ever was up-
" onthe like occasion; the other, gwas for the benefit of
Mpr. Wheélock’s Indian school at Lebanon, in New Eng- .
Jand, for which he collécted, notwgthstandmg the pre-
sent pre_]udnces of many people against the Indians, the
sdm of one. hundred and twenty pounds. In his last
sermon, he took a very affectionate leave of the. people’
of this city, Who expressed great concern at his. depar-
ture. ‘May God restore this great and good man,in
‘Whom the.géntleman, the’ clmstxan, and accomplished -
orator, shine forth with such peculiar lustre, o a per-
fect state of health, and continue him long a blessmg to
the world, and the church of Christ!”

| ' Having left New York, he preached at East Hamp- ’
tonbridge, Hampton, and South Hold, in Long Island, a
‘Sl elter lsland, and at New London, Norwxch and. Pré-
vidence on- the ‘main land, in his way to B ston, where
'lk “arrived ia the latter énd of #ebruary 1‘764», aku
17




‘the” all‘xpdi Was,;is'p‘re'adi‘hg‘ :
""preached for someé time in the, parts adJacent ‘At New-
bury in partlcular, a divine' power, attended “the word
: preached From:Concord, he writes, to his friend Mr.
'S “How would you have been dellgh‘ted to have
séen Mr. ‘Wheelock’s' Indians'—Such a promising nurse-
) (- fture rmssmnarles, I believe, was never seen in
“New England before: - Pray encourage i it with all your
“might. T also wish ‘you would give some useful puri-
tanical “books to Harvard college llbrary, lately burnt-
down.”. . The estimation in which’'he was, Lield by the

.- gentlemen of Harvard col]ege, v@xll be best seen by the
following:— . L

%At a meéting of the presndent and fellows of Harvard
college, August 22, 1768, the Rey. George Whitefield,
having, in addmon to hls former: kindness  to Hd]‘V‘ll‘d
col!ege, lateé’ presented ‘to the’ hbrary a new -edition: of
‘his” jourmals; “4ind ‘having piocared large benefactions
Afrom several benevolent and reepectable gentlemen,r
_voTED that the thianks of the corporation - be given to

' the Rev.:Mr. Whlteheld tor these instances of ca.ndour
and generosxty ?

Lo PRESENT .
'TrE PRESIDENT, . Dx. ELLIOT, .
-MRr. ApPPLETON, Dk, CoopEn, :
* Mz. PROFESSOR WxN'rxmor, Treasvrer Husparp.
- (Atrue Gopy,) . . Per E. Horvoxe, President.

. In the month of April his disorder returned but not
"8 violent as to prevent him fong from preachmg, and
-the Bostonians flocked with great éagerness to hear
-him.  He léft Boston in order to proceed immedidtely

" to the southiward, but | messengers were sent after hlm to
“persuade him to return.

" June 1, 1764, he writes —“Fmends have even con-
‘ _stramed file to stay here, for fear of running into the
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. Hltherto I ﬁnd the beneﬁt of it. What-
" ng to,: ‘thioy gh miercy, [ am mich better in
was at thls “time twelve months, ;and can
! ‘week to" very - large dudllones without
and every day I hear of some brought under con-'
“Thjs is all of grace!

'He sgain left Boston, to the great grief of his fnends,
r & sorrowful partmg, and came back to New York:
a_ d from’ thence his letters are.dated from June till the
e1d of August. - “At present,” says he, “my health is
beter: than usal, and as yet I have. felt no inconveni-
" ente. fiom the summer’s: heat. I have preached twice
ately in the fields, and we sat. under the blessed ”Re-‘
- deemer’s shadow with great delight. My late excursnpns

upon Long Island, T tr ust ‘have been blessed. 1t would -
" surprise you to see above one. hundred carrlages at ev-
JY sermon’in the new world™ - \

He spent the month of September and. “October . at
‘hl]dde}phl"l, where the provost of the, college read
prayers for him. Both' the present-and late governor,
with the prmmpal gentlemen of -the city, attended: He
received the thanks of the trustees, for sreakmnr for
t'e «charity ‘children, and recommending the institution.
Leaving Philadelphia, he continued his Journeygouth-
ard through Virginia; and November 22, from New
runswxck, in quolma, he writes thus: —-“At Newburn,
last Sunday, good impressions were made. From that
‘place to this, I have met with what they call’ New
ﬁughta* Afmost every stage I have the name of six
or-eight- of ‘their ‘preachers. This with every other
flace béing open and exceedingly desirous to Liear the
' ospe] makes me almost determined to come back €ag-

Iy -in-the spring.” Having preached at Charleston,
e otice more arrlved at Savannah, and had the happi-
exs to find the state of the 'colony as prosperous as he
‘could wish, “The colony,” says he, “is nsmg fast; no-
thing but plenty at Bethesda; and all arrears, L tru~t

L %’, A ’.namqs gk_lven,to the methodists;

v
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1 hope to be freed fi rom ‘these:
. And he was not di pmnted in’
writes, ¢ Bethesda, y. 14, 1765, Go ]nath given
me great favour in the sight of the governor, council, -
.md assembly. A“memorial was presented for an- addl-
tional grant of land, consisting of two ‘thousand acres.
It 'was gmmedlate]y cémplied : with, " Both ‘houses ad-
dressed the governor in bebalf of the intended college.
As warm an answer was given. Every heart seemed to

leap for joy at the prospect of its ‘fature utility "—
:Again, “Bethesda, February 13. Yesterday miorning,
“the governor, and lord I. A. G ——Dy mth several
other gentlemen, favoured me with their company to
breakfast. But how was my lord surprised and delight-
ed! After expressing himself in the strongest terms,
be took me aside, and informed me, that the governor
had shewed him the accounts, by which- he found what
a great benefactor I had been; that the intended collége
would be of the utmost utzhty to Georgla, and” the
neighbouring .provinces: that thé plan ‘was’ beautiful,
rational, and practicable; and that he was persuaded
his majesty would highly approve -of, and dlso favour
“it‘with;some peculiar marks of his roya] bounty.” - He
. adds,.in the same letter, “Now, farewell, my beloved
" Bethesda; surely the most delightful phce in all-the'
southern parts. of America. Whkat a blessed winter
have I had! Peace, ind love, and harmony, and plenty,..
reign here! Mr. Wright hath done -much in alittle -
time: all are surprised at it; but he hath worked night -
an day, and not stirred a mile for many weeks.—
s be to God, all outward things are settled on this
e water. The auditing the nccounts, and Jaying
the foundation for a college, hath silenced eneimies, and
_comforted friends. ‘T'he finishing this affair confirms '
my call to England at:this time.”
Having left Bethesda in such comfm'table cnrcumajan-
ces, he defermined, on the 18th of Februar , to delay
bls mtended Journey to'the northward, judging it ‘best




REV. EORGE WHITEFILLD' - '*.isgr
1o sail lmmednately for England to settle uze college
Wﬂ'alrs However, he- spent.part of the month of March
at, Charleston, and: then .taking. an aﬁ'eetlonqte fire-
well, proceeded towards Philadelphia, preaching at ma-

; way, especially, at Newcastle, He
says, Gy ) om Charleston to this plade, the cry
is, for Christ’s sake’ stay and _predch to us!, O for a
- tboueand lives to spend for. Jesus!” - -
here béing: no  véssel at anlade]phm, bound for
ngland, he sailed for New York, in the Earl of Hah-
x packet, and once ‘more. landed in Eaogland, July 5,-

765," He writés, “we have had but a twenty-eight.
ays paqﬂage The:. tmnsmon hath been so sudden tl}gt
“can 'scarce believe I am in England. 1 hope,’¢re
ong, to have a more sudden transition into a better
ountry ? When he arrived he was very ill of a ner-
ous” fever; which left him extremely wealkl in body,-
aad prevented him from exerting himself as he used'to
‘do. "Yet, far from being dlscouraged he continued to
( f,the good he’ could, being in expectatlon of soon
antering into his eternal rest "«Q, to end life well!” says '
“methinks I'have now" but - oue “river to _pass over.
“weknow of One that can’ carry us over thhout
‘ankle deep.”
n'the 6th of October, he was called to open the
ountess of Huutingdon’s chapel at Bath. His text was
Cor. vi. 16, He says, “the chapel is, extremely phain,
and yet’ eéqually grand—a beantiful eriginal—all was
onducted with great solemnity. Though a very wet
ay, the place was very full. 1 preached 'in the morn-
‘Eg_the Rev. Mr. Townsend of. Pewsey, in the eveén--

e

?Q‘, v-i‘ F3
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From Ins opemno lady Huntmgdon’s chapel at Bath to his
embarkmg jbr America, in tlw year 1769 -‘,

MR. WHITEFIELD made but a short stay at Bath
‘sind . returned-to London. . January 18, 1756, he. Wntes
toa frlend at Sheerness:—*“l am sorry to acqualnt you,
that it is not in my power to comply with your request,

i,’ibr want of more assistance. I am confined in town -

ith the care of two important posts, when'I am only

fit to be put in the garrison among | invalids.” Early in

the spring he was awhile relieved; for he was in'the

montb ‘of March at Bath and Brlatol

' He wrrites March 17, “the uncertainty of my motlons
has made me slow in writing; and a desire to be awhile
free from London cares, hath made me indifferent about -
frequent hearing flom thence. Last Friday. evening,
-and twice yesterday, I preached at Bath, to very throng-
ed and brilliant auditories,” A cause of much joy: to

him about this time, was ‘the- repeal of the.stamp act;

for he ‘'had the colonial interest: -always at-heart, and he

' ardently wished. for the restoration of: pedce and tran- -

quility to his beloved country. We find in his letter-

book, - the followmg memorandum:. “March 16, 1766,

stamp act repealed!—gloria Heo.” .

The celebrated Indian ministers, Mr Occum” and
ot
& Mr. Occum was one of the Mohegan tribe of Ind;ans
in Connecticut, N ot:th America. - He was admitted into the
Rev. M¥. Wheelock’ school at Liebanon, when a youth,
where he learned Latin and Greek with a view to the ex-

- ercise of his ministry among the Ind:ans He married an
Indian woman, by whom he had seven or eight children; and
kept a school on Long Island, where his wife and family til-
led the ground.

He was ordained a preacher by the Suffolk presbytery;




108

Tb‘ ¢ pious mstltutlon Mr Whlteheld much approved‘
and'concernmg which, in a 1etter, dated'London, April
25; he- writes, “the prospect of a, large “andl:-effectual
t]oo opene‘l among—the hedtben, blessed be God, is ve-
ryw romising.  Mr. Occum . is a settled, humble chris- =
tian: the good and great, with a multitude of lower de-
gree, heard him preack last week at. Tottenham-court
chapel, and felt much of the power and presence of the
-Lor| "Mr. Romaine hath preached and.collected £100,
and 7I believe seven, or eight-hundred more are subscri:
ed| The truly noble lord Dartmouth espouses tl
cause most heartily, and his majesty is become a con-’
“tributor.  The King of kings, and. Lord eof lords,
will bless them for it.”. Mr. Occum and Mr. Whitaker
camje ‘afterwards to- Scotland, and procured very large
contributions in the cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow;
but especially from the family of Mr. Sprewell of Glas-
Zovy ,and from’ the Rev. Mr. M’Culloch at Cambus-
lIang. *
© Jhine 19, ‘we find him at Collam, near antal from
whence he writes:—%As. my feverish heat continues,
and| the weather is too wet to travel, I hiave complied: -
with the advice of - frleuds, and have. c0mmenced a hot- .

I

1l watér- drinker twice a day. However, twice this

¢k, at six in'the moroing, I'have heen enabled to call
,sty souls to come and drink of the water of life freelj: -
0170w evening, Ged willing, the call’is to be rTe-’
ﬁed and again on Sunday.” '
-From Collam he returned to London,]‘ from whnck
'-\nd was sent on a mission to the Oneida. Indxans, one of the
slx pations, and aftetwards to several othertribes,
’F It appears from accounts afterwards published, that they
collected the great sum of £9494 7s. 7d.

1‘ About this time Mr, Whiteficld Became acquamted with
the fmthful sexvant of Jesus, the Rev. Torial Joss. Mre




) of ; mgs
woul gladly ‘ﬂy from pole to pole; “but they are L]lppéd

. was a natlve of Scotland I-Ie was born‘ 4eptember
29; 1731, at a small v11la¢re on the sea-caa.st about twenty
miles north of ‘Aberdeen. Mr. Joss was of a very mild dis-
posu:lon, and rather inclined-to serious ‘subjects;.bui {hese
bein: d.lscouraged at home, hé hid his bible out of the hoiise,
and. enmbraced :every opportumty of consulling it as the
gmde of his .youth. . Ag soon as his age would admll,, he was
placed out to a maritime, employmem This was. a habit of
'hfe not, very. favourable to religious lmprovement, “but that
God. who sitteth upon the floods *‘can,” as Mr. Whitefield
said of him and ‘the celebrated captain Scott, afterwards
thie Rev. Jonathan Scott, “briog a shark from the ocean, “and
a lion from the forest, and Jorm. them Jor hzmse{f to shew fortfe
Ins praise’ . .
The vessel he was in bemg taken by the enemy, he was
ca  to.a_foreign. puson where he suffered extremely.—
I arn, in the yéar. 1746, a date rendered’ memorable
in the British annals by the total suppression of tlie Scotch
rebelhon, he was led by curiosity to view the royal and ie--
* bel'armies. ‘Here hé was impressed, and-sent ‘on board a
king’s ship, stationed on- that coast, to co-opelate with the
land forces. .
.“After some .time he,, made hlS escape, and travelhng to
Sunderland bound hlmself in articles of apprentlceshlp to
“acaptain of a coastmg vessel, ‘belonging to Robin Hood’s
. , pear Whltf»y, in Yorkshlre. It does not appear tha
kis morals were injured- by the vicissitides he had' alresd
wnnessed Tor was it till ‘after this period that he gave e
dent ‘signs of conversion to God. He was, however, eage;
toobtaln’ useful. learning; and- during tlie winter months,
. when the vessels were laid by, regularly attended at school,
to acquire 2 scientific knowledge of his profession.
By a Series of the most singular providences, the gospel
was brought to“Robin-Hood’s* Bay. - Many ‘people heard it
* with attentlon, and some believed to the eaving of their
souls. Mr. Wesley, vn hearing ‘this . circumstance, went,
‘and soon established a sociéty" inthe town.: Mr. Joss had,
- previous o, thls, begun to pray and ‘exhort; and was greatly
encourao'ed by Mr. Wesley to proceed. He now joined

’
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thirty, years feeble labours. T'wice or:thrice a-we k
1tted to' ascgnd my‘ ospel »thr ] Th

t,h; new]y formed soclety, and though net an armini
) seﬁ,tlmem, was’ ever aftérwards admltted to_the pulpl
longing to that pedple: . -
[He was now abotit eighteen years of: age, and became X
ce'dlugly zealeus, "He carned the savour of his Mister’s
nime on' hoard, where somie” heard, and otliers -mock-
ed Wamng strong in the grace that 1s in' Christ Jesus,  he
sought every occasion- to teach and_preach in the seyeral
liafbours where his vessel lay. His first: ‘public sermon was |

dé ivered at Bostop, in Lincolnshire, where God was w1th "

-of a truth,
"hén Mr. Joss was appomted to the command of a: ship,
he 1mmedlately set up regular Worshxp As often as the

o could publlcly pray and exhort.

. Iavmg a flattering prospect of siicoeeding i in hfe, ke was
rried on Christmas day, 1755, to Miss Moorsom, of Whit-

by, after a mutual and intimate attachment of tem years.—

By Mrs. Joss he had eleven children, only two of whon, to-

tre her with his mournful widow, survive him. )
- :Mr. Joss dow ‘looked forward to that petiod when he

should realize a genteel fortune for his growing family. But
fov tunes dependent upon the caprice of wind or weather, and
es eclalky when they stand in the way of ministerial duty,

...aTe a precarious tenure. “While he commanded the ships‘of

rot lef proprietars, he never experienced the least dlsaster!
it when he became 4 joint owner, he witiesséd nothing
el"g. In hxs fourth voyage to London,,the vessel was lost at

ccess. When the shlp was ﬁmshed and ]aden, the o
cople began to regret the prospect of his. departure.. “The

i £ nd the next tide he'intended to sail; but the
oxt ‘merning t became foul, and 'detained him ﬁve weeks
nger than ‘he mtended. After i had sailed, @ gentleman




hef they had’ biéen favoured: with fornine months.
: sntiched-when he supposed the vessél would'be in' the
Tpames. Her name-was the Hartley 'Lr;ader ‘but the other
coasting-crews called her the Pulpit..” Mr, Whlteﬁeld ‘who
hiad seen the above:lettér, and had: heard that the Sh]p ‘had
come:to her moorings, published, wnhout the knowledge of
’.'V[r ‘Joss, that a captain would preach on Saturday evening.
Being.found onboard, he was apprised of the circumstance,
and-’refused to comply, but. the messenger resolved ‘not to
0 on shore till he consented. The services of -this and the
ensuing-évening, were so gratifying to Mr, Whitefield, that
_heiminediately requésted him 'to.leave the sea, and- Iabour
in' thé “tabernacle ‘consiexion. - To 'these-solicitations "he
tirned ‘a deaf ear;-and nothing short of a speakmg Prov1-
dence could everhave prevalled .
- This was bigfirst voyige, and in it helost bis fain anchor.
On'lii$ next-‘veturn-to ‘London, he preached frequently at
h rnacle, and was g'reat]; attended. “Mr. Whitefield
Wwed  his application—he declined. -In this voyage he
-“16st 6né of his crew:, a promising. youth, who was drowned.
On his third voyage to Liondon, his congregations wére pro-
digiously crowded; and Mr. Vtheﬁeld pressed on him the
duty of leaving a maratime employment, and belug devoted
wholly ‘to the ministry. Mr. Joss had on board a'younger
b er, a pious man, who ‘was.very dear to him on many-ac-
counts, and thought if ever e ‘should change his views; it
would be a good situation for-him. He was 56 far prevailed
on;, as to §end his. brother, this trip, while he supplied. the ta-
belnacle, but lo! in going down the river, - his brother fell
tbe ‘sideof ‘the slup, and was drowned.' .Mr. White-
dressed him'in a -solemn manner, saying, ©8ir,
isasteis are*the frait- of your disobediénce; and,
me tell you, if yoi ‘refuse to, ‘hearken to the ‘¢all of God,
oth’ you'énd yourship will soon” gb to the bottom!” Over-
come by, { the' vaice of- Provuieuce, he, 1elded and, on 'his
fourth voyage, quitted the compass, the chart, and thie ocean,
for theservice of the sanétaary.™ This was la lie year
o 1786 Immedlately he’ entered-into elose commumon w1th.
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and respectable audntones, (notwnthstand
er was extremely’ bad,)'and administered _
and at Bath he never remembered so large an assembl
of *I]Oblllt) and: persons of distinction attendmg his -
preaching before. )
About the latter end. of November, he ‘again retarn-
red to London; and in a lefter, dated December 15, says,
“] have been itinerating at Bristol, Baths;. Gloucester-
shire, and at. Oxford, and humbiy hope my feeble la- .-
boyirs were not dltow'éther vain in the Lord.”:
In January, 1’767 he wrote a recommendatory pre—
face to a new edmon of the works of Bishop Bunyan, as
he used to call him;- whlch is pubhshed m his tracts in

]
Mj . Whitefield, who, to the day of hl$ aeath contlnued to
him his aﬁectmn, and intrusted Lim .with his. conﬁdence.
[n this change of situation he could not have been actua-
ted-by motives of a pecuniary. nature; for his_ prospects in
trade were by far more flattering than in the ministry. His
sermons, in thé former years of hisiresidence in town, were’
not only: attended by large audltones, but. w1th € erg‘y to
th(= conversion of .mdny soulsj-ner did God 1 .
ou many witnesses to the close of his m.mls
He generally spent four or five _months in the
‘Lipndon, for the purpose .of itinerating. In 10

re ularly visited Bouth Wales, Gloucestershlre Bristol ta-
bd occasionally other parts of the kmgdom. In
the Welsh followed him in  multitudes;
2 d’s day, would travel from one to twenty
miles round Haverfordwest to hear him. To not a few of
these he becaine a spiritual father; and, indeed, wherever-
he exercised his talemts, though but a few weeks, he left
some seals of his apostleship behind.
i IMr. Joss died of a fever, after a few days ﬂlness, on the
17th-of April, 1797, in -the 66th year of his age.. Duxing .
His illness, hgren‘joyed a solid -peace; and the Lord Je
llndulged him “with a peculiar’ manifestation of his graci
‘Presence! Some of his last words were; “Into thy. hands
-ommit my soul! O the precionsness of faith! T have finish-
my course! "My pilgrimage is at an end! Q, thou Friend
inders, take thy poor old friend home!” The last word
- hewwas heard to speak was, “Archangels‘” 1n 2 few min-

u 68 after, be lifted up both "his bands, and smiled, anil died:--
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. Vol V. and March 20, be was called t6-6pen lady Hi:
#ingdon’s new chapel at Bnghthel-stone in Sussex,
when he preached on 2 Peter iii. 18, -
After an - éxcursion to Norwmh, in Apnl 1767, he
~writes thus:—¢[ fear my spring and summer fever is
returning. . " If so, my intended plan .of operations ‘will
‘be much contracted. But future things belong ‘to. Him
who ordérs all things well.” Yet (to our astonishment)
the very next mooth, we find he preached at Rodbo:
i‘Ol]g‘hy ‘Gloucester, Haverfordwest in. Wales; from
‘which place he writes; May 31: «“Thousands and thous-
-ands attend by eight in ihe morning. Life and light
- geem to fly all around. On Tuesday, God willing, I am
to preach at "Woodstock; on Friday, at Pembroke; here
-again next Sunday by elght and then for England N
~.And after his return to Gloucester, June 10, “blessed be
God,” says he, “I have got on this side the Welch moun-
tams Blessed be God; 1 have been on the other side.
What a scene last Sunday‘ What acry for more of the
bread of life! But I was quite worn down.”
iber 11, he arrived at Leeds, after preachmg
ipton aud Sheffield on his way. And Septem-
rites from Newcastle, in high spirits;=«I
a'blessed methodist fiéld-street preaching plan
“before me: This aflernoon in the Castle Garth; to-mior:
row for Sundérland, then to Yarmotith, &c &c. —I bave

Mr. Joés was between thirty and foxty years a ﬁuthful
“preacher of the everlasting zospel:

Thus liv'd and Hied, this servant of the .Lo‘rd; '
A pamful faithful preacher of his word;
Ripen’d in age, and steadfast in the falth
-Joyful ke unk into the arms of death;

His soul dpmounted to the realms of day:

Let the dark tomb awhile rétain his clay, .
“Which:with immsrtal blaoming joys shail rise
When the last trumpet shales the vaulted skies:

Soe Membirs of the late. Torial Joss ;'in the E’vangchcal Ma-
g-amue.for ‘October, 1797,

~
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1] 'n‘the street at several places and"

sborough;. Whltby, Scarborough;’ New

M 1 n, York Leeds leerpnol Chester,, Mancheqt F,

&4.7—Again, from Thu‘ck,, Septémber, 28 -—“My body

fe ls much fatigued in travelling—coiforts in the soul

ov rbalance.” And Leeds, October 3:—“Field and

t eet preaching hath rather bettered, than hurt my: bo— '
dl y. health.” :

[fThe negocnatlons about the intended: coll ge tBe- B

thesda were this winter brought to an 'i‘ssu ‘

} <0uthern provmces and praying that a charter might
‘be granted upon the planof the college at New Jersey.
T s ‘mémorial was transmitted by the clerk of the pri-
" council to the lord president, and:by his lordshlp
I ferred the archbishop of Canterbury, to whom also a
‘.1ft of an mtended charter was pre%ented by the ea.rl

promised he would consider it; and gave it
1n, that “the head of the college ought to be ‘a member
6 the church.of England; that this was a qualification
nsed with; and also that the public pray-
K not be extempore ones, but the liturgy of - the
c urch or’some other settled and e~t.lbhshed form.”-=

ot agree-to, because- the greatest part of the collectrons
nd contributions for the orphan house, came from pro-
testant dissenters; and because he had constautly declar-

&d, that the lntended college should be founded upon a

roa.d bottom, and no other. “This,” says he, “I judged
1was sufﬁcneutly warranted to do, from the kuown,
Jong -establishéd, mild, and uncoercive gemus of the
British government; also from your grace’s moderation
tbward protestant dissenters; from the uuconquerable .
: 18
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attachment of. the ‘Amerigans: to- toleration prmclples
as well ‘as' from the* avowed habltual feelmgs of my “own
heart :

% This: being- ‘the case, and as. your grace, by your si-
lence, seens to: be like minded with the lord president;
and a8 your ‘grace’s and his lordship’s-influence will un-
doubtedly extend itself to others, I'would bég leave; af-
ter returmng all due acknowledgements, to inform your
grace “that Tintend troubling your grace and his lordship
i jout-this so long. depending concern. ‘As it
d the-great Head of the church in‘some:de-
ew.my bodily :strength, I purpose now to re-

. _ ¢ efforts, and turn the charity into.a more

_ generous;and, consequently, into a more useful chaunel.
{1 have no- ambltlon to be looked upon as the founder ‘of
* acollege; but-Iwould fain act the part of an houest

:man,: a disioterested minister of Jesus Christ, and a
 truecatholic, moderate presbyter of the church- of Eng-
land 2 '
He now determmed (upen mature dehberatlon) in
n time, on the ‘addition of a private academy to
‘house, similar to whdt .was done at Philadel- -
e its college charter was granted ; -and to em
first. favourable opportunity that might offer,
of ‘making:another application for a -charter on a broad
-bottom. ‘The steps he took in this affair, are more
- fully narrated, than the limits of our present-plan would
‘admit, in a letter to governor Wright. C
“intimate friend, Mr. Keen, he complains, “None but, Go
. knows what a eoncern is upon me. now: i respect to
Bethesda. As another voyage, perhaps, may be the is-
-sue.and” resulf of all at Jast; -1 would beg you and my
.dear Mr, Hn~ -y to_let me have all my papers and
letters, that 1 may revise and dispose of them in a'pro-
‘per ‘manner, ' This can do no hurt, come life or come
-death.” ~
-October 28, he. preached. at the tabernacle, to- the so-
.elety for promoting religious knowledge among the poor:
and. collected, after sermon, upwards--of one hundred.
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pounds, above four, tlmes as: much as usual; and besides
ga ned eighty new subscribers. His text was Luke:xi..
2.5 Thy kingdom comie. ~The place was so full that ma-
ny|went-away who could not. getin. Several dissent-
m -ministers of different: dénominations were preseut
perhaps more than ever before attended to hear a:cler-

. gyman of the_established : church preach. He after-
W' rds dmed at Drapers ha]l wnth the: mmxsters and

h; much p]easure in reflection. :
Rarly in the . year 1768, six- Jpious studen
pe led from St. Edmund hall, in Oxford, {
" reading, singing bymns, and exhorting ea
rwale and religious meetings!

| ' The followmg is an extract of a letter from Oxford
interted in the St. James's Chronicle for Thursday,
IVII rch 17,1768:—

|“On Frlday last, March 9, 1768, six students ‘belong-
ing to Edmund hal] were expe]led the university, after:
an hearing of several hours. before Mr. Vice Chancel-
lo and-some of the heads of houses; for holdin h-
glat ical tenets,. and taking upon themn to. pra

d expound the scriptures, and sing hymns i
houses. The principal of the college, the- r..
* Dixon, defended their doctrines from the thlrty-mne ar-
icles of the_ ¢stablished church, and spoke in the high-
Tms-of - the piely and’ exemp]armets of their lives;
o his motion was overruled, and sentence: pronounced
against {hem.* Dr. Dixon. observed that as these six
g ntlemen were expelled for havmg too ‘much religion,
}jwould be very proper to inquire into the conduct of

me who had too little; and Mr. Vice Chancellor was :
eard to tell their chlef accuser, that the university
as much obliged to him for his good work: - ..
| “The following- are the names of the young: men,
; xth the names of those who' paqsed sentence on them

| w What isone Methodlst amongst a host of dwmes"
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~Matthews ma gones, ‘Joséph Shipman
Ka.y, Erasmus-Middleton, and Thomas Grove: or the
crimes . above mentioned; -we, David ‘Durell, ‘D.-D.
wice :changéllor . of -the umversxty,, and. visitor of the.
hall;Thomas Randoiph, D. D.” president of C.
" Thomas, Fothergill, D. D: Provost of Queen’s college;

Thomas Nowel, D, D. prmcnpal of St. Mary’s:hall, and

the Rev. Thomas Atterbury, A. M. of Clirist church 5e-
 mior pro tor, deem each .of them: warthy. of bemg.‘
- pelled the hall; I, therefore, by my visitorial power,
..glo_hére pronounce them expelled,”®

F

nt occasioned a long« and unpleasant controver-
&y, in which Dr. Nowell and Sir Richard Hill, Bart, were
‘principal combatants. The apelogy offered by ‘the friends
-af the, expulsmn was, that the "young men_ had broken the
statutes of the university, which could have been pleadgd
with a better grace, had the same zeal for discipline appear-
ed in the expulsmn of a few young men for- swearmg, gaming,
+-aid iiitoxication, which were certainly not less irregular-
1l1es than extemporary praymg, singing hymns, and expound-
tlie scriptures. The issue exposed the uhiversity to a
deal of ridicule, parucularly in the “Shaver, a ser-
which was written by the late Rev. Johh M;acgow.
as not only very popular at the time, but has gone
twenty editions. - Dr. Horne,, bishop of Norwmh .
also wrote in:defence of the students.~
" According to the Rev. Dr, Nowell’s learngd answer- to Sn'
.'Rlchard Hill, itis evidently much more safe i
to ridicule the miracles of Moses and of Christ,than t y
in prlvate houses without book., 'The cloquent orator the
-university gives a full account of the case of Mr. W-—ll—ng,
a‘friend of his oratorship’s, who was charged. upon eath with
‘the above. said contempt of the scripture, and ridicule: of
‘the ‘miracles of Moses -and .Christ.. 'I'he proofs. Wéie 50
point blank against the said Rev. Mr. W—ll-—ng, that his
reverence could .not deny the charge, Well. then, what
issue? . - Was expelled?, No, he was not.. Que-
J‘y, d? Answer; hls reverence pl ead~
- ed bis being drunk whe euttered those contemptful words
: agamst ‘the-miraclesiof Moses and Christ. i.e. ZFhe tANDI~
A%ATE Jor: h,oly arders WAS DRU.NK when, ke ridiculed révealed

n




. REV. GEORGE WHITEFIELD 209"

- U ponit ﬂ’llS occasion Mr. Whlteﬁe]d wrote: his Jegter to
r. Duréll, vice chancellor of the umversnty, in which
observes, that “however criminal the singing of
hymus ‘in an wniversity might_ be deeméd, the same
p ractice in a camp was not thought reprehensnb]e by a
noble general The late duke of Cumberland, -who,
‘when in Germany, happened one evening to hear the
" ‘spund of voices from a cave at a- little distance, asked
- the sentinel what noise it was? He was auswered, that
it was some_devout soldiers, who were singing hymns.
Instead of citing them to appear before their officers,
ordering them to the halberts to be whipped, or com-
manding them to be drummed out of the regiment, hé -
pleasantly said, ‘are they so” Let them go on then,
and be as merry as they can.’ In this he acted wisely,
f r he knew, and found by repeated experience, as did -
o her commandmg officers, that singing and praying, in
hese private societies, did not ‘hinder, but rather fitfed
and animated-these pious soldiers to fight their country’s
battles in the field; and it may be presumed,- that if
these students had not been expelled for singing bymns,
&ec. they certainly would not have been less, but, in all

t!' In the same affair, related by the Rev. Dr.. Durell lt is

plain that private religious assemblies; alias conveg_‘pcles, ’

qre in'much less esteem at Oxford than tap-houses and tav-

iérns; for the six .methodists were expéelled for praying ina’

iconventicle, but the Rev. Mr. W—ll—ng could get drunk in

& tap-housey and yet continues a,member of the university.

- INot can this be deniéd, unless thé public orator should eat:
his words; otherwise shew from good and authentic records,

{that’ members of that learned body do occasiongll L
drunk within their own peculiar districts,—See’ Jl[aqgow %
luwev, page 19, 20. o

- 1e%



and’ September 12, be wme
been in hopes of my. own departure Throu
B rldmg and frequent preaching, £ have. burst'a ve
flu¥ is'in a.great measure stopped but rest and
pess are strictly enjoined. We were: favoured with gl
¥ious gospel gales thls day fox‘tmght and several pre-
. .ceding days:” <
* InHis memorandum-book he wrote as follows :—“Au-
gust 24, 1768, opened good lady Huntingdon’s chapel
and co]lege in the parish of Falgarth, Brecknockshire,
South Wales* —preached from. Exodus xx. 24. In all
“places where I' record my namie, Iwill comeunto thee, and I
blessithee. s
Atigist. 25. Gave an exhortation to the students in
the college- chapel, from Luke i.. 15 He shalk be great

7 in the sight of the Lord.

- “Sunday, August 28. ' Preached in. the court before

the college, the congregahon conisisting of some thous-
. ands, from 1 or. iil. 11.  Other foundation can no man
3 'Iay, than. tha - laid, which is Jesus Christ :
’ Thus.w him mcessantly doing the work of an evon-
- gehs‘t Well--would it be for the church of Christyif
there.were more of his brethren inclined to fBllow hlS
steps, ."ven as he followed Christ!

ere it may be prope‘r to observe, that the college in

: Wales “eased-at. her. ladyship’s death, the lease being just
expired, aiid no-endowment left, her inéome dying with her;
but a.new col]ege, on a plan more promising for hterature,

. has'been established at Chesnut, in Hertfordshlre, near Lon-
don; and under the supenntendmg care of trustees appoint-
ed for-t ¢ purpose. A number of students have ‘been al-
ated therey. and many are gone “forth, now
hmg the gospeél wnbmuchacceptance, fmm tlus semi-




ng. pal' 2 bemg asked by, his daughter, ‘how':he
niweréed, ‘4 heaven upon earth.’ . Soon after—
fell'asteep in-Fesus.”
‘latter end of this year; we find his health vex‘y
decayed yét, though in'much Wweaknes, he gon-
tinued-to preach as often ‘as he was ‘able.
| | Bristol, Noyember 12. “Last night, 1 hiope, the Re—
deemer mamfested forth- his ‘glory. Friday evening,
'1 id the following Sunday, I shall preach at Bath. In
three weeks 1 expect to reach London, except called be- -
foire that period to reside at the New Jerusalem—the
pleasing prospect lies day and-night before me.”> =
:| Thus this goodand great mpan found increasing p]ea-‘ :
syre in ‘labouring in his Master’s vineyard, while pains
.and infirmities brought his ‘body ‘low, his soul exulting /
“inj the expectatlon of speedxl) entermg mto ever]astm
rest!
i\ pleased the Lord, in the ensumg sprmg, 176 t :
restore hlm a little; so that he was enabled to, ach" _

ﬂ emer’s feet. - They ghtter glonous when set in,
-and-surrounded with & crown of- thorns.”

| ‘About - midsummer, he preached at‘ngawoed ‘Bris-
tol, Bradford, Frome, Chippenham, Rodborough, Castle-
cfmb and Dumley But, intending to.open lady Hun-
gngdon’s new chapel at Tunbrldge, he did not go his
western circuit at this time.

| July 23, 1769, he opened lady Huntingdon’s new cha-
pe] at Tunbridge We]ls, and preached from:Genesis
xXxviii: 47. - “Thas is none other but the kouse of God; and. -
this is the gate of Heaven.” The congregation bemg toa




he gave a general exhortation, and
d- the Lord’s supper, and: preached

"age across the Atlantic; to visit once . more his
orphans-and friends- at Georgia. Accordingl
beginning of September, he.embarked for the s¢
and last time, in'the Frlendshlp, captain. Ball for A er-
ica.” From on board he writes:—“I" am comforted on .
every side—a civil captain and passengers; all willing -

attend , on divine worshxp, and to_ hear of religious”
;hmgs v .

CHAPTER XlX

is last embarkmg Jor: ﬂmemca, to his death, Sep-
: iember 30,1770 .

g as detained a month in the Downs, by
ids; one ship- was lost, but the passengers -
oat. . Mr. Whlteﬁeld, as usual, ever
careful to redeem. the time, employed himself in wri-
ting many excellent consolatory epistles to his numerous
- friends: he oﬂén preached on ‘board, and sometiniesal: -
"s0 on shoré, both at ‘Deal and: Ramsgate During-the
* wiolence of the storms, they sung the. followu]g hymps,
written by the Rev Charles Wesley. A

HYMNI.

l‘ "Lorp. of the Wlde exﬁended main; ;
"' Whose pow r the .winds and waves controuﬂ,




" (We, whom thy love elights to keep,)
In other worlds thy. wurks explore, A
And'see thy wondprs in, the deep. -

18 ’Tls here thy unknown path w trace, -

Which dark to human eyes appear;
Whlle through the mighty Wwaves we pass,
Faith only sees that Gop'i 1s here!

4. Throughout the deep thy foutsteps shine,
' We own thy way is in thesea; . ¥
" O’erawed by majesty divine,

And lost in thy immensity!

3. Thy wisdom here we learn t* adore,
Thy everlastmg truth we prove;
Amazing hexﬁhts of boundless power,
g of love!

; 8. Inﬁmte Gop! thy greatness spann’d

These heav’as; and meted out the skleg.
Lo! in the hollow of thy'hand,
“The measured Wa,ters smk and rise!

7. Thee to pelfectlon, who. can tell?
Earth and-her sons beneath thee he
:Lighter than dust within thy scale, - !
,And less than nothmg in thine ey¢.

3 Yet in thy Son dlvmely great,
‘Weé'claim thy providential care;
Boldly we stand béfore thy seat,

il Oure advocate hath plac’d u therQ.

9. With hlm we are gone up.on hlg'h
" Since he is our’s, and we are his;
* With him we Feign above the sky;

~Yet walk upon our subJeet 5638,




10. We boas 'of ‘our recovei’d powers
" Liords are we of: - and floo
) And earth; and heav

G000 And wé aré Christ’s;

HYMN II. o
14 “ e -
1.’ GLoRY to Thee, whose pow’rful word -
Bids the tempestuous winds arise; °
- Glory to Thee, the sov’reign Lord
Of air, and earth, and’ seas,and skies!

2. Let air, and earth, and skies obey,
- And seéas thy awful will perform:
. From them we learn-to own thy sway,
+ And shout-to meet the gath’ring storm.

*. 3 What though the ﬂood lift up their voice,
" Thou hearest, Lor “louder cry; -
They cannot damp tliy:children’s joys,
Or shake the saul, when‘GoD is mgh.

'4. Headlong we cleave the yawmng deep,
And back to highest heaven are borne;
Unmov’d, tho® rapid whirlwinds sweep,”
And all the wat’ry world upturn.

5. Roar on,ye waves! our souls defy
Your roarmg ‘to disturb our rest;
- Jn vain t’ impair the calm ye try, -
The calm in a beliéver’s breast. ) N

6. Rage, while our faith the Saviour tries,
: T housea, the servant of his will: .
« Rise, while our Go» penmts thee, rise;

Bnt fall when Fe shall say, ‘BE sTILLY,

It lS presumed, the followmg extract from Mr. White-
S. Journhl relatlve to this perlod will-be ac-
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el sacrament, last San-
m Gen. xxviii, 12, ‘Aud
1, -and’be Jadder. set.upon the earth,
and the tdp of it.:reached .o .heaven; and,behold, the
angels of God ascended and descended on it.’” Preach-
ed|from .the same text.at-the tabernacle, which was
more than full;-on Wednesday morning at seven o’clock.
This day ‘dined at my worthy; fast, and tried friend, Mr
1;,;4@’5; and having comfortably settled, .and left all.my
outward concerns in his hands, I took an affectionate
leave, and, in ‘company with some dear friends, this
eveniong reached Gravesend; where others met us, We
" supped and conversed together in. soine degree, I trust,
- persons . who hoped, ere-long,'to sit down together
a_t?.'.{he marriage feast of the supper of the Lamb. : Has-

fen; O Lord, that.wished-for time! :
1%Sunday, Septémber :3. Preached this morning at
the" methodist’s tabernacl And.
if| I be lifted up from the; will draw all'men unto
me.’ . The'congrégation wasinot very large; but God
gaye me great freedom -of speech, and made it-indeed,
‘a house of God, and a gate-of heaven. -In :the ‘after-
noon-I preached in the wmarket-place, from Gen:.iii. 13,
¢And: the Lord ‘God said unto the ‘woman, what is this
-that thou bast done? and the woman said; the serpent
he;guiled me, and' I did eat’—to a much larger, but not -
more dévodt auditory. - In the out-skirts, as might na-
turally bé expected, some were a little poisy; but.a
great body were very attentive, and I was enabled to
lifg-up my voice like a trumpet.  The remainder of the
evening was spent as the night before, with my chris-
tian London friends, who, with e, less than the least
of |all, exceedingly rejoiced at the. opportmity. of a
parting street-market-place preaching; where, | trust,
some. pennyless bankrupt sinoers were made ‘willing
‘to, buy gospel wine and milk, without money and withaat
price.” May the great day shew, that this hope was not
‘altbgether 1ll grounded ! -
Mokt

- %Mo "@z,;"y,. September 4. :Had my dear ch_risti‘zihq’ o

m John xii: 32. - ‘And I,




However, through mhmte mercy, T was he]ped to'bear
up; and after their departure, the divine presence made
ip the loss. of all, even with new-creature comforts.—
ord, if thy g dlvme presence go yiot with, and accom-
y-me all the way,’ for thine infinite | mercy sake, suf-
er me not to.go one’ step farther! -

IR But I believe thy promise, Lord;
__ Oh! help my unbelief!

: “Tuesday, September 5. The captain not commg
down; as was: expected we did- not weigh- anchor;tlll
. this morning’s.ebb. .
“The winds bemg contrary, and the weather hazy,
we did: not arrive.in: the Downs till the Fnddy follow-
ing. - In the interiim I hadithe opportunity of donversing
“a little with - the pilot a range passengers. All at-
tended divine worship very orderly,and thanked me for
<y ‘offer of lendmg them books, and-giving them "what
-assxstance lay in.my power towards making their voy-
.age comfortable. All seemed thankful, and the pilot
. - parted with tears in his eyes. May the great andinev-
- ‘er-failing Pilot, the Almlghtv Jesus, renew us, and 'take
.us all into his holy protection,-and- then all must neces-
sarily end in ogr safe arrlval in_ the’ ha,vé'h of eternal
‘rest! “ :
“Tuesday, September 12, Preached last Sunday -
‘mornitg to my little flock on board,’ and- was most a-
§reeably surprised to day with a kind unexpected visit
rom the Rev. Dr. Gibbons. HlS dlscourse was. very .
friendly and devout. .

“Wednesday; September 13, I went on shore, and
atiended an ordination solemnity, at the dissenting meet-
ing Several ministers officiated. ~ Several very im-
portant questions were asked, and answered before, and
~a solemn charge given- after, imposition of - hands.

“ But the prayer put up in the very act of l "'ng on o(
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48 so affecting, and the Iooks’
at joined, so ‘serious: ‘and so-
know ‘when I was more struck un-
j "The ordination being over,
at the: desu-e of the mlmsters and other gentlemen, {

. went and dined with them; our conversatmn was edi-
fy ng: and being informed, ‘that: ‘many were desirous to . :

bear me preach i wxllmgly complied; and; I trust, aome LA

se?d was'sown that same evening at Deal whichjby

’s heavenly blessing, will spring up to life eternal, .
' T se people of Deal seemed_ very civil,and some came
to| me, who had not forgotten ‘my preachmg to them,
and their deceased friends and pareats, thirty-two years :
afgo‘ :
- “Friday, September 15, Thad received most preSSmg
inyitations to visit Ramsgate, many weeks ago. These
were now repeated by many of that place, who came
to the ordination at Deal; so there was no resisting
tbelr importanity. We reached Ramsgate about two,
to oK some: ,yrefleshment and shere 1 preached about
four, ot to'a very large, but an attentive and affected
audltory This I did also the morning followmg, and
- was most agreeably entertained with the discourse and’
ggod memory of one in particilar, who- had been wy
fellow-passenger and - frequent” hearer many. years ago,
m the Wilmington, captdml‘Darlmg, bound to Piscata~
vg Y. in New England. 'The people’s behaviour here
was so undissembledly - generous, frank, genteel, and
christian, that. I know not where: 1 have been “more
pleased and delighted, Being quité uneasy, lest by
st#Eymg longer I should be unready, if the wind should

turn favourable, | weat early on Sunday morning to

“Deal, and from thence immediately a-board, and preach.
in the afternoon. = This morning I received a surrep-

'tljloua copy of my tabernacle farewell sermon, taken,
the short-hand writer professes, verbatim, as I' spoke

:lt{ But surely he is mistaken. The whole isso inja-

‘diciously paragraphed, and so -wretchedly unconnected, .

that-l owe no thauks to the mlsgmded -though it may‘_-_
; 19




-and hll);)blessed gospel must llkep‘;hew Master, expéct
to suffer from the false fire of professmg. friends, as well
as secret malice of avowed enemies. However, if any
*_ one sentence is blessed to the conviction of one sinner,

“'or the edification of any ' individual saint, I care. not
~‘what becomes of my character, though | weuld always
pray to be preserved from bringing upon myself, or oth
"ers, needless unnecessary contempt.
* + “Monday, September 25. Weighed anchor last Tues-
day morning, with a small favourable gale and fine wea-
ther. ' So many ships which had lain in the Downs,.
rigving at the same time, and gently gliding by us, to-
gether with the prospect of the adjacent shore, made a
“most agreeable scene. But it proved only a very transient.
one. - For by the time we.got to Fairlee, the wind back-
ened, clouds gathered, very violent gales succeeded and
. for seveml days were so to:sed that after. commg over
_against Brighthelmstone, the captam nghtly Judgmg,
-turned back. as did-many other ships, and anchored over
. agamst New Rumsey and Dungeness, Lord in thine,
own time thou wilt give the winds a comm.lssnon to car-
ry us forward towards ot i, desired port!’’

Reader! what was it, thiqk you, inspired this vener-
able evangelist with such a fifm confidence in the good-
* mess and mercy,of God, towards his people in general,
‘and himself in partwular! Nothing but an experimen-
tal knowledge of; and a steadfust Lelief in, the most im-
portant doctrmes of grace! ' For in a letter o @ minis-
-ter, written many years ago, he thus expresses himself: -
#The doctrines I have preached, come with double ev-
idence upon my mind day by day. I am more and
more, convinced that they are the: truths of God: they’
agree: with the, written word, and the experience of ALL
the saints in ALL ages. Nothing more confirms me i
. ithe belief of them, than the opposition that is made against
 themyby natural men. EI,;:C’; 10N, FREE GRACE, FREE
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' any. regard to wo; fores" 'n,
are such: ‘parado es to ‘carnal -minds, that théy. cannot
‘viry ‘with them. " ThlS is the ‘wisdom' of Go
is foolishness with men; and which, the Lord.Being. my .
h Iper,:1 intend to exalt “and contend for. more and mare;
with carnal weapons, that be far from me; but wntli
L sword of the Spirit, the word of God. "No sword
1| e that.” And he confinued to preach, and earnestly
_coptend . for “those God-exalting, creature- -humbling
triths. “Truths which,” as a_good man once said,*
6‘)] e at the foundation of God’s glory, and his, people’s
comfort, not only to thls period, but” to the end of his
life
At length they were enabled to clear the. channe'l
and ‘proceeding on their voyage, arrived safe on Nov
30, at Charleston, in South Carolina. They had-a most
perllous and trying passage; yet, on his arrival; Mr.
Whitefield found “himself in a much. beter state of
health, than after any voyage he had _made for many
'ye ars. - And his eagerness to promote the glory of God, .
‘the good of precious souls, increased with his bodily
st rength, so that the same day he landed. on the Ameri-
’ c' n shore, he preached at Charleston, where his recep--
tion ' was as’hearty, or more so, than ever.” -Here he
‘was met by Mr. Wright, who brought him the welcome -
nfw§ that all things were in.great forwardness at Be-

”4

n hus memorandum book is written'as follows :— “N0<
_’mber, 1769. For the last week we were beating
out our. port, within sight of it, and ‘continued for two
8'in five fathom hole, just over the bar. . A. danger-
atlon, as the wmd Dblew hard and our shxp, llke

O

y
S
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e Mr. Wllham Mason, author of ﬂm Splntual Treasuf i
and: ‘many other valuable pieces, which have been made)
édingly useful to many of God’s chﬂdren.




gm to'béa chrlstlan and a mmlster of JeSus'” e

‘When he. reached Bethesda, he writes:—¢J anuary
11, 1770. . Every ‘thing ‘exceeds :my most sangtine ex-
pectations. . L-am almest temptﬁd to say, it is good for
me to be here; but all must give way to gospel ranging
»»mdl\vnm employ'

’ “For this, let men revile iy name,
) ~I’ll shun no cross, I’ ll feal no shame, N
R All hail reproach'

*fn another letter Mr. Whitefield gaysi—=¢And the in-
- grease of this celony is almost incredible, Two wings
-are added to the orphan-house, for the accommodation
- of .students; of which: governor anht 1gid the: foum

datlon, March 25,1769.7 :

++The Very great esteem which the whole colony en-
tertamed for Mr. Whitefield, and which at this tlme, in
pnrtlcular, they -thought it  their duty to express, ap-
pears from the fol]owmg papers —

“Commons House OF AsSEMELY, .Monday, January
29, 1770. Mr. Speaker reported,-that he, with- the
house, having waited on the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, in

"~ . consequence of his invitation, at the orphan-house sica,

- demy, heard him preach a. very. suitable and pious ser-
"mon_on the occasion; and with. great: ple'xsure observed
the promxsmg appearance of improvement, towards the
good _purposes intended, and the decercy and. pr prlety
of )¢haviour of the several residents there; an ,
ly affected when they saw. the happy
whlch has attended Mr. Whitefield’s mdefatlgab}
for promotmg the welfare of the province in gen

and the orphan- housq in particular., Ordered ‘that thls «
+Teport be prmted in the Gazette.. -
- ‘ “Jomv Smrson, C /c.', -

%




REV 'GEORGE-Y WHITEFIELD o

_rom the Georgla Gazefte —“Savannah ,;J :
uary 31, 1770, " Last Sunday, his excellency, the gov-
emor, councnl and- assembly, hdvmg been invited by
Rev. Mr. Whltehe]d attended ‘at divine service in
th - chupel ¢ of the Ol‘phdn -house academy, where pray-
‘ens ' were read by the Rev. Mr. Ellington, and a very. .
suitable serimon was preached by the Rev. Mr. White- -
field, from Zachariah iv. 10, “For who hath -despised _
the day ‘of 'small things?” to the great satisfaction of
the anditory; in which he took occasion to mention the
‘many dlscouragements he met with, well known to ma-
ny there, in carrying on' the m%tltutlon for upwards of
thirty years past, and the present promlsmg prospect of

fature and more extensive usefulness. After divine
service the company were very. politely entertained
with a handsome and plentiful dinner; and were great-
1y| pledsed to see the useful improvements made, in the
House, the two additional wings for apartments for.stu-
dents, one hundred and fifty “feet each in length, and
other lesser buildings, in so much forwardness; and the
v@z g‘i‘é execnted with taste, and in so master]y a.man-

qu andibeing sensible of the truly generous and dis- . -
ifiterested benefactions derived to the province through
H’s means; they expressed their O'ratltude m the most -

re spectfu] terms.”

‘The followmg speech was delivered by an orphan,
lter Mr. Whitefield’s sermon preached before the gov-
mor, & &e January 28, 1770, B

“When I consider where I stand and before whom I
out to speak, no’ wonder thdt, previous to my ri-
. trembling seized my limbs; and now, when ris«.
,,hrobbmg seizes my heart and, as a conse-
e of both, shame and confusion cover my face,
or what am I, a'poor unlettered orphan, unlearned al-
ost in thé very rudiments of my mother’s tongue, and .
tally unskilled in the persuasive arts of speakmg, that-
should be called tospeak before such a venerable, au-.

ust '1ssembly, as is this day convened’ under‘Betheeda ()
19* i
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ah ,
'dour of- thos-e ‘that” compose thns -venerable, -
sembly,’ my ‘trembling begins to abate, my throb! 'ng cea-
ses, and a gledm of hope breaks in, that the: to ue of
the stammierer will, in- some ‘degree, be “able}
plain. * But, where shall I begii? And how s}
press the various emotions that within the space of half
“an ‘hour alternately agitated and affected my soul? If .
the eye, as 1 have been taught to think, is the ‘lookmg-
glass of the soul; and if the outward’ gestures, and ear-
\nest attentlon, are indications and expresswe of the in-
: ‘commotions and dispositions’ of the human' heart,
’ heartfelt complacency and joy bath " possessed
the douls of many in this assembly, whilst the Rev.
Founder hath been giving from the pulpit’such a clear,
7 succinct, and yet, withal, affecting account of the rise
and progress of his orphan-house academy, and of the
‘Jow estate of this now flourishing colony, when the ﬁrst
brick of this edifice was laid. All hail that happy day
Whlch we now commemorate, when aboutﬁthxrty two
years ago, in faith and fervent prayer, the first brick of
‘this- edifice was laid. Many destitute orphans ‘were
"~ ‘goon taken in; and without any visible fund, in the ‘dear-
est part of his majesty’s dominions—more ‘than fifty la-
bourers were “employed and honourably paid;-and” a
large orphan family, for these many years, hath been
supported, clothed, and brought up “in' the nurture
and admonition of the Lord. O could these ‘walls
'speak‘ could every chamber, every corner of it
- bric ‘speak! what agonizing supphcatlons, wha
wrought energetic prayers would they tell us they;
been -witness to; and also of the blessed fruits of’
we are now partakers‘ Behold! a once infant,.deserted,
_and desplsed colony, not’only llftmg up xts droopmg
_‘head, and -in some degree overtopping, at least, for
o “Ftrade, and increase and extent of commerce, vying with
i some. of lts nelghbourmg provmces. Behold! the once




_ ma ters to such a desnmble and long-expected iss

ks, ‘thanks be rendered to your excellency, for th
countenance you have always_given to this beneﬁc, t
plan; for laying the first brick of yonder wings . this
time twe]ve month and . for the favour of )our com a-

v

h s ma_]esty’s honourable councxl and- to the membeérs of -
t_e general assembly, who so’ warmly recommended -
. theutility of this institution.~—Thanks to you, sir, ‘who ”

Et opened.it by pleachmg —Thanks to you who' ;left ;
your native country, and without fee .or reward; h

for many years laboured and watched over us.in.
ord.—Thanks to all who have this day honoured
with their presence.—And, above all, thanks, mo;
than an orphan tongue can utter, or- orphan hearts con-
) ’:celve, be under God, rendered unto you, miost honoured
siry'who have been 50 happlly instrumental, in the
hands of a never-failing God, in spreadmo his everlast-‘
‘-fing gospel REE

TO MR.. ROBERT KEEN.

February 10, 1770, Mr. Whitefield writes: “Through
{nfinite mercy, -this leaves me enjoying a greater share
;uf bodlly health than 1 have known for many years ‘I_

w *The hon .Mr. Habersham, president of his majesty
}4:ouncll, and Mr. Whlteﬁeld’s executor in Georgna.

R




1 thmgs iire in grea
ouversed wnth the woverno

ege. ‘He most reddlly consehts.}_bll
€ draught, which “he much approves
nd all will ‘be finished at my return from the north-
“'In.the méan-while, the building will be carrled
two'ministers from the New Jerseys and Rhode
S ,have been sohcltmg benefactions for thelr rés-
pectwe colleges: no application of that nature caii be
made here; but the Lord will'provide! My’ eyes wait
.upon ‘HIm, from whom all témporal and splrltual salva-
tions " come. '~ Since my ' being at Charleston, 1 have.
" shewn the draught to some persons . of great eminence
and influence. - They highly approve of it, and- wxllmg-
1y consent to be some of the wardens, Near twenty are
_to'be of Georgia, and’ about six of this place; one of
* Philadelphia, one of New York, one of Boston, three of
~ Edinburgh, two of Glasgow, and six of London Those
f Georgia and South Carolina are to be qualified; the
ers to be only honorary ‘corresponding wardeps. I
ave therefore takew the freedom of nominating **%¥¥
- and a8 my niame is to be annihilatéd, they may accept
the trust without expecting much troub)e, or suffering’
contempt for being connected with meé. " This, I think,
is the-chief of the plan: more particulars that may oc-
‘cur; together with the draft of the charter, you may
expect hereaf'ter ”. _

.. TO THE SAME. :
e Charleston, February 12; 1770. .
“1}'0 letters by the packét or another ship, that hath
brought in above five hundred from London; As L hear

captain Rainer is bound for Savannah, I hope at my re-,
turn to- Betbesda, to find aletter there. Your lasty da




s - November 2,  was . xmmed)alely answered - Mr,

m nta for his kind ‘present of miaps, charts, &c. To'a
months,l ‘hope, all will be completed. But what
m y these few monthé produce? Lord Jesus, prepare

us for whatsoever thou hast prepared for ug, and give -

pe ce-in .our tiine, for thine infinite mercy’s sake‘ You
st expect another draught soon. God be pralaed for
that saying, it is more blessed to give than to receive.—
Y] u would be pleased to see with what attention people
hear the word preached. 1 have been in. Charleston
try parish church next Sunday, and hopeto see Geor-
- gia the week following. - Perhaps I may gail from thence
tp the northward, and perhaps embark from thence.~
Lord Jesus, divect my goings in thy way! I am blessed
with bodily health, and am enabled to go on my way
réjoicing. Grace! grace! Join in shouting those bless-
ed words. - 1 wrote by one captain Watt, who was to

sail from Georgxa this week. In that you will find some-

REV. GEORGE*W. TF‘FIELD zzs

~s will accept’ my  most. gratéful acknowledge- ,

near a fortnight—am to preach at a neighbouring coun- .

-

thing concerning my late visit to,and public entertainment

a, Bethesda. You see how often I pester you with let-

ters. T can’only add, that you may tell all I am hap-

vier than words cdn ‘express; which I take, in -a great

" medsure, to bie owing to the prayers of my dear Eng-*

ish friends, which are daily put up for me, and I hope
__‘xl) returued by an unw orthy worm.”

TO ANOTHER FRIEND. o
. % LCharleston, Febmary 217, 1’7‘70

“I owe you an answer to your kind letter. Blessed
be God, I can send you good news from a far country!
All thmgs at Bethesda go on quite well. My bodily
health is upon the ‘advance; and the word, I trust, runs
nd-is glorified. At preqent my mtended plan about
‘ eturnmg, continties the same; but all depends on’news
om home. Strange‘ that none could write a litie or
wo by so many ships, - Only one letter have 1 reoew-



3

. ed from Mr. Keen since my arrwal Next week God
~willing; I’ return to Georgia; and soon after, I purpose

to.go to_the northward; I know who " will follow me
with their prayers—they will availimuch. . The Lord
‘Jesus be with all your-spirits! |} suppose you heard
from Bethesda by captain Andersop. . Mr. erght is
the main spring, with regard to the buildings; apd all™-
_ the other wheels move orderly and well. Praise the
Lord; O my soul! O this pilgrim way of life! To me
iitis: hfe indeed. No nestling, no nesthng, my dear Mr.
'Brown, on this side eternity. Thxs is not our rest Ere
long we shall smg-—-

All out soxroivs left below,
JAnd earth exchang’d for heav’n,

Lenvmg you to add Hallelujah; and sending most hearty |
greetmgs to your whole self, &c.”

G ) ; “Savannah, MaMh 11, 1770.

“Bleseed be God, the good wine seemed to be kept to
.the last at Char]e“ton Last Thursday I returned, and
found all well at Bethesda, 1 am come to town to
,preach this. morning, -though. somewhat fatigued, with
ing on the water three nights. Upon the whole, how-
‘ever, { am better in health than 1 have been for many

ears. - Praise the Lord, O my soul! 1have beensad-
¥y disappointed in receiving no letters by the Charlés-
.ton packet, All knew that I was to be in those parts,
“only to the ensuing lady-day: then I purpose to-sét off
“Jor the northward. I drew at Charleston, for -
Perhaps may draw again soon..  Expect more parficu-
larsina few days. Thisis waited for: God-bless’you
‘all! dearly beloved in .the Lord, pray for us. Time is
scarce allowed me to subscribe myself my very dear
frleud 2R

¢‘Less than the least of all, -




REV. GEORGE WHITEFIELD.
T “Bethesda, April 6;. 171
{].am waiting here. for. a brig: that is to‘carry me .
northward, and for. a letter- and news forEngland:—
Your last was dated November 2. Several months . -
haye intervened. I now almost despair of hearing
from you again, till my: arrival at Bostoa. But | hope -
that you and all remember us more frequently than you -
write. You are daily remembered at a throne of grace.
Haw glad would many he to see our Goshen, our Bethel,
our Bethesda! Never did [ enjoy such domestic péace,
comfort, and joy, during my whole pilgrimage. ' It-is
unspeakable. it is-full of glory. Peace, peace, usutter-
able attends our paths; and a pleasing prospect of in+
creasing, useful prosperity; is continually rising to aur .
-view. .1 have lately taken six poor children; and God
willing, purpose to add greatly to their number. Dear
Mr. D- a and his wife are to sail the beginning of
_ next mouth, in the Britanoia, captain Dean, bound for
Portsmouth. . We part with great respect. - Fain would
Tiretain ‘such an old, tried, disinterested friend, in the
service ‘of the sanctuary, and near my- person.” Bat
what scheme to. pursue, ¥ know not, being uncertain as -~
to the path  which I shall be called to take. A few
- months” will determine, perhaps a.few weeks. {In the'
‘mean while I-cdn only commend you all to the’blessed
Jesus, and the word of his grace; and entreat the con-
tinuance of yeur prayers. Again, hallelujah! praise®
the Lord! - The books and letters, both by Ball and:
unbury, are come safe. You have done quife right.
ur-Lord must choose his own means to bring about his
own purpose. Mr. Smith, the clerk, was much i"éj"oi‘ce&
y receiving a letter. Poor Mr. Jacob W —~t, anx
pnest, industrious creature, was as much dejected by.
eceiving none, If Mr. G s had" added a line'or-
two to his present, it would have been doubly accept- -
hle, Next week, God- willing, we sail- for Philadel-
phia: - I shall leave letters behind me to come by Mr.
P n, " "All is well-—all more-than well-here!

oW
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ever dld I enjoy such an era of domestlc peace

. ap pmess " I'have taken about ten orphans, Priz-

Cest prizes! hallelujah! Join, my very dear friends, join
. in praising Hit whose name endureth forever. If pos-
_sible, I shall write a line.to the Welch brethren. . They
“‘have sustained. a:loss indeed, in the death of Mr. How-
ell Davies. God sanctify it! Surely my time will come
by and by. But L.must away to Savannah. Real good
I trust, is done there.”

L : "Betkesda, ﬂprzl 20, 1770.

“To my very great joy, a few days ago, [ received
your very kind letters; with all the: papers. We enjoy
a little heaven on earnth here. With regret | go vorth-
wrd, as far as Philadelphia, at least next. Monday.—
Though I'am persuaded, as the house is now altered, I
should he cooler here, during the summer’s- heat, than
at any other place I know of where. I used to go. 1
should be glad to treat you with some of the produce of

_our colony, which is much earlier.than your’s. The au-
dits; &c. sent with this be pleased to communicate to all
my real friends.. You:have certainly determined quite
right in a late affair.. Every thing concurs to shew me,
that Bethesda’s affairs must. go on as yet in their old
channel.” A few mouths may open strange scenes. O
for a spirit of love and moderation on all sides, and on

##both-sides the water! [ wish some books.might be pro-

_.cured for our infant library; but more of this in. our

‘next. Letters may now. be sent by way of Boston, New
York, and Philadelphia. ['should be glad to hear often,
if it: bebut alive. In all probability 1 shall not return
hither till November, Was ever any man. blest with
such a set of skilful, peaceful, lahorious; he! pers‘ o0
““Bethesda; my Bethel my Penicl! My happiness is in-
conceivable. A few hundreds, besides what is. already
* devoted; would iinish ail, I'do not in the least doubt. 1
have had nine or ten prizes iatcly. You know what |
-mean—-wnme :or ten orphans«h‘we lately been taken in.



lu_)ah' hallelu_]ah‘ let chapel, tabernac]
th hf\ hallelu_]dh' Ican

: “Bethesda, April 21, 1770

) “This coimes to inform you, that the Father of mer-
cies hath not. forgotten- to be. gracious to_the chief of"
sinners, and less than the least of all saints. Onb the -
¢ ntrary, he daily loads me with his bénkfits. Betlies-
dd. is-a place, thatthe Lord doth and will bless. | Dear

Mp. D=~—~—n and his wife will inform ydu of partlcu-

]é‘ + < Among other things they will tell you of our
: n‘ w chapel. I have ‘sent for sundries for its use, ‘and

N

completion. O help me to . pralse “Him"' whose loving .
ki dness is’ better than life! -I hope your d'tqghter

grows'in grace, and' will become like unto one of the’

P lished corners of the temple. That root and branch

may. mcrease, with all the increase of God, most cordl—
, al y Prays, &c.? :

i From these"and the followmg extracts, may be seen

goodpess of God to this dlstmgmshed
- ministér of Chriét What blessings attended hism
tiﬂ 1" What success crowned all hig indertakings!’ A
was his soul sapported ander every difficulty, amid hosts
ofl foes, against all _opposition!  Still was he enabled toy;
- tridmph, and come off arore than conqueror through Iilm
: ‘th"tloved him:

e » “Bethesda,ﬂpmzm Bl

| “No such good news jet. Less than the least of all
~~is| not drowned to this very day Perhaps he rpay live:

ta see his London friends in Eng]dnd .or at Bethesda;— .,
How would many rejoice to be in such a peaceful, :

P aceable, commodmus, and comfortable habitation! - l
4unot tell you half, 'Blessed be God, I wasnever bét-:
) *fGr at thxs season “of the year in bodlly health—never

0. 20
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forta.#ble in my soul
e the Lord

ersuaded is° your happy case and m sbu;e ue«r.__ 6 £
'_t lt is mme.” - . el

o &Savanuah xflpm! 24,1770.

. “Five in the mornmg——l am Just going into the boat,
rder to ‘embark for Philadelphia. I shope. ithe goqd
itie was left .to the last .on.:Sunday.. Mr. D— _
d his wife are to'sail in a fortnight: He.is an honest :
ature, and an exce]lent accomptant. -I have writlen
ly.on" his' behslf He ‘will bring a large: pdcket,_
‘to have - pounds of you, which I have giv-_
\in as a preseat. This "will--prove .a; blessed' year
 fof ‘me af lhe day -of -judgment. Halleluj

‘Lord, come! “Mr. Robert Wright hath .
< you a power of attorney, begging you wmﬂ ' s€

“affairs in Essex He is ‘worthy, for whom you ‘should -

“db this.* A quiet, ingenious,-good creature, .and. his
" ~wife an excellent mistress of the family. 'Such a set .
hélpers 1 never met with. -They will ‘go on with
ldmgs while | take my gospel range to. the north-,
. "It:is for thee; O Jesus, even: for thee, thou nev

axlmg Bethesda’s God ! ot

: “thladelplna, May 9, 1770,

his leaves me a two days: inhabitant of Pluladel—
I embarked at Savannah in the Georgiaspacket,
e twenty -fourth witimo, and arrived here the. sixth
The evening following I was enabled to preach
arge -auditory, and was to repeat’ the delightful
“task this eévening:. -Pulpits, hearts, and aﬂ"et,tmns, seem
to 'be as open and enlarged towalds me as ever. Praise
- the Lord, O my soul! As yét I hdvé iy old plar in
i vxew, to travel in these northern parts all summer, and

- E i




y."-"pray for@ﬁme, ' They are;riever f
} ay or mght W :

R T . . ‘* -

week more.I.purpose to set off for Ne
way to Boston. A wide and effectual door,[
o rust, hathi been opened in_this city. People of all
afks flock as much as.ever. ressions.are made on-
any, and.I'trust they -will. abide. ~To all the ep
al churches, as well as- most’ of the other ‘placy
ip; T have free access; Notw1thstamlmg 1 preach

" 1'the Lord’s day, dnd three or four times a week
esides, yet T am rather better than I have been ‘for
any years. ' This is the Lord’s doing. . To the long- -

‘ uﬂ'ermg, never—f’aihng Lord be a]] the . orlory " S

[ N
N . . . J
. f

E 'bout a

«szadezphm, Fune 1 41770,

i “Thls leaves me Juqt returned from .one ‘hundred aud
fifty miles circuit, in which, blessed be God, I'have been
enabled to. preach every da,y So many new as:wéll as
old doors are open, and so many invitations sent from
varigus quarters, that I know not which w torn
‘ysélf. “However, at _present, T am boun '
Yorlk.  Help me to praise him whose mercy’ 2
for ever. Asyetlam enabled to ride and travel cheer-
fully; the heat not being greater. than in England X-
ct to -‘hear ﬁ“lrther as we. g0 along. - The. ship,r‘ﬁn is

| gﬂmg 717
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“.N'em York, Ju:

“I_have'been here JllSt a week Havg een: el
1o.pr ach fourtimes: -and. am to repeat the. delightful
: seevening. Congregations are larger than ever.
ill see by the inclosed packet what numerous:in-
. vitations {rom every quarter I am daily receiving.
Blessed be God, I have been ‘xtrengthened {o itinerate
_:md preach dally for some time. _Next week I propose.
Albany———from ‘thence, perhaps, - to.the Onelda;
ere is ‘to be a very large Indian congress.—
"'dnd accompanies me. He-isa truly- christian
minister and missionary. Every thing possible should
* be done to strengthen-bis hand and his heart.- 1shall .-
write, God willing, atiyny return.” - Perbaps I may not
. see Georgm till Christmas.  As yet1 keep my intended
lan in.respect to niy returning.  Lord Jesus, Jirect-my
'goings in thy way! The heat begins now to be a little
mten=e, but,. through mercy, Lam enabled ot bear up
_,mzu ely Wehat a. God do we serve!”

_ Inﬁdel‘ read And tremble‘ This awful: God who thus
*‘preserves the men who fear him, though earth and hell
“apife against them; this God shall surely come in_flams
‘ing fire;, to judge "and punish "all who ‘now ae=plse his
; Teject his word, and persecute his saints!

, 0 ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;-for this -
God is. yours, your Father and your fnend For -
_ He comes in smiling majesty, - with -his-angelic
hosts, to raise your 1ansomed souls from earth to heav-_

v  “New York, July 29, 1770.
“Sirice my last, and. durmg this month, I" have been
“# above.afive hundred miles circuit; and have been ena-
- bled to, prreach and travel through the heat’ every d
The. congregatnons have been very large, atteutive, and
affected, particularly at Albany, Schenectady,Great Bur-
rmgton, Norfolk; Sahsbury, Sharon, Smxthheld Pough~




| REV. GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 23

y, Fish Hill, New Rumbairt;; New Wmdaor and -
Hill. Last night T Feturned ‘hithier, dnd hdpe to.
sat.ott for Boston in two or three days: “O'what a new
seene of usefulness is opening in various parts of
\:vm‘ld‘ All fresh work where I have been. “The di~
vine influence has been as at first. lnvitations crowd
upon, me both from wministers and people, from many,
any quarters. A very peculiar providence led me
tely to a plice where a horse-stealer was exeuuted
tiousands attenited. The poor .criminal had sept’ me
severdl letters, hearing 1 was in the country. The
sheriff allowed him to come and heuar 4 sérmon under
n adjacent tree. Solenin, solemn! After being by
mself about an hour, I walked Half a mile with him
tg the gallows. His heart had been softened before iy
rst vigsit. He seemed full of solid divine consolation.
n instractive walk! T went up with him into thée cart:
e gave a short exhortation, | theén stood upon the
sffin—added, I trust, a word in séason—prayed, gave
1e blessing, and took my leave. Effectual good, I hope,
as done to the hearers and spectators. Grace! grace!l”
ut [ must not entarge.”

‘E"‘n"

b

S e mp

Boston, Sep‘tembe;‘ 17.

He writes to Mr. Wright, dt Bethesda:—“Fain would
come by captain Souder from Philadelphia; but peo-
le are so importunate for iy stay in these parts that I
gar it wilt be impracticable. My God will supply all
"Wy wants according to the riches of his grace i
Jesus. Two or three evenings ago, I was takeniin
night with a viclent lux, attended with reaching dnd
shivering; so that | was obliged to return from New-
" bury, &c. &c. but, through infinite mercy, I am restored,
A tid: to-morrow  morning hope to begin ‘again. . Never
vas tlie word received: with greater eagerness than
' ‘o_w”. All opposition seems, as it were, for a while to.
ceasé, I find God’s time is the best. The. season is
ritical as to outward circumstinces: but when forts are
20%
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us can appoint salvation for,
hath promised to be a:w
s people. - This comforts me co
though we should have a Spanish” war.
11 be pleased to hear I never was carried tbrough
mmer’s-heat so well.”
“lastly, to his dear-friend, Mr. Keen, in London.
" outh, New Hampshire, September 23, 1770:
: “B this time [ thought to be moving southward. - B:;f
ver was greater importunity used to detain me long-
: er in these northern parts. Poor New England is much
to be pitied—Boston people most of all. How grossly
' mlsrepresented' What a mercy that our christian.
charter cannot be dissolved! Blessed be God for an un-
changeable Jesus! You will see by the many invita-
tions; what a door is opened for preaching the everlast-
* .ing-gospel. 1 was so ill on Friday that I-could not
preach, though thousands were waiting to hear. Well,
the-day of release. will shortly come, but it does not
. seem yet; for by riding sixty miles 1 am better, and
Thope to preach here to-morrow. I trust my “blessed
‘Master will accept these poor efforts to serve him. O
" “for a warm heart! O to stand fast in the faith, to quit
ourselves like men, and be strong! May this- be the .
happy experience of you and your’s! Isuppose your
Yetters are gone for me in the Anderson to Georgia. . If
spared so long, I expect to see it about Christmas. still
pray and praise. I am so poorly, and so engaged, when
- able to preach, that this must apologize for not writing
to more friends—it is quite impracticable. -Hoping to
bfiny dear friends about the time proposed, and

stly desiring a continual interest in “all your pray-
&rs, Szc.”*

gnven up, ,

‘ Thus ended the eplstolary labours. of - this truly great
“‘man; of whom the pious Mr. Hervey once wrote toa
friend thus —4] have seen lately that most exce]lent

¥ Mr. Whitefield dled the 30th.



- great worth and rank in the town, invited us to his”.
‘house, and gave us an elegant treat: but how mean was

; vemng, or saw one that seemed to make
égroaches fo the felicity of heaven. A gen

supped and spent the evenmg with him at North- ‘
mpton, in company with Dr. Doddridge; and two' pious
ingenious clergymen of the church of Eng]and, both of
‘t{hem known to thelearned world by their valuable wri-
tings.  And surely, I never spent a more dehghtful

- his provision, how coarse his delicacies, compated with

.ey-comb, and were as a well of life.
“do not know that amiable and exemplary man, or else,
‘T cannot but think, instead of depreciating, they would i
. applaud and love him. For my part, I never beheld so
. fair a copy of our Lord—such a living image. of the

: E e fruit of my friend’s lips—they dropped as the hon-

. Baviour—such exalted delight in‘God—such enlarged

¢.of September; also once at Kittery, and once at O

enevolence to man—such a steady faith in divine pro-
mises—and such a fervent zeal for the divine glory—

' land all this without the least moroseness of humour, or
; extravagancles of behaviour, sweetened with “the most
:|engaging cheerfulness of temper, and regulated by all.
|the sobriety of reason, and wisdom of scripture; inso-
‘|much, that I cannot forbear applying the wise man’s en-
.|comium of an illustrious woman to this eminent minis-
!|ter of the evertasting gospel—Many sons have .done
: 'v:rtuously, but thou excellest them all.”? .

*Krom the 17th to the 20th of September, Mr. Whlte-

|field preached every day -at Boston; on the 20th of

September at Newton, and proceeded from - Boston,

| September the 21st, on an excursion. to the eastward, al-
" 'though at that time indisposed. At Portsmouth, in New :

“Hampshire, he preached daily from the 23d to the 29th:

d, on Saturday morning, September 29, he set
ston; but before he came to Newburyport,'
had engaged to preach next morning, he was
tuned to preach by the way at Exeter At the’




v

ing whigh;

Kou J;'by wh h he was gredtly fa itlgued notwnthstand-J

e afternoon, he set off’ for Newburyport,

,e’arnved that evening; and soon after retired
ing Saturday night, fully intent on preaching
) y His rest was much broken, and he awoke
duy t s i the night, and complamed very - miuch of
an opme=snon at hislungs, breathing with much difficul-

~ty: And at length, about six o ‘clock on the Lord’s- ~day

gy he departed this life in a fit of the asthma.

ied this faithful labourer in the gospel vine-
ya vho finishiéd his course with joy, and is iow sing-
ing tbe praises of that Jesus whom: he so many years
delighted to preach. Reader mayest thou and I be pre-
pared to follow him!

Mr. Richurd Smith; who attended Mr. Whitefield
from' Englind to Amerxca the last time, and’ was his
constant contpanion in all his journeyings while there,
till the time of his decease, hLias given the followmg‘ par-
ticular account of his death and interment :—

“On Satarday, September 29, 1770, Mr. Whitefield
rode fronr Portsmouth to Exetler (ﬁfteen miles) in the
morning, and preached there to a very great multitude

‘in the fields. [t is remarkable, that beforé he went out

to preach that day, (which proved to be'his last sermon)
Mr. Clarkson, senior, observing him more uneasy than
usval, said fo him, ‘Sir you are more fit to go to hed

" than to préach.’” To which Mr. Whitefield answered;

‘trie sir,’ bat turhing aside, lie clasped his hands togeth- 7
er, and loekmg up, said~—‘Lord Jesus, I am weary in .

. byrwork but tiot of thy work. If I have not yet fin-

nry. courae, let me ° g0 and speak for thee, otice, more
k)




ns rode to 'Newbhry
‘ 110 TS ftel_ them

» ‘he ‘was txred thelefore h )
uld ‘ro to- bed.’ He eaf a very little
le, asked Mr. Parsons to.disch
form fwmxly duty; “and- then ‘
‘He said ‘that he would sit and:read till | came
to| him;? which 1 did 4s soon as possible; and found him
reading in the Blble, with. Dr, Watt’s Psalms laymg
open before him, 'He asked me for somie wate ,_
and took about half his’ usual quantlty,‘- ! ug -
down by the bedside, closed the evening. with, prayer.—
- After a little convbrsatmn he went to rest,.and slept-till
two in the mérning, when he awoke me, and asked for,
alittle cider; he drank about’a ‘wine-glass full. T ask- -
ed him how he felt, for be seemed to- -pantfor breath :
He told me ‘his asthma ‘was coming on him dgain;. he.
" must*have two or three days rest. Two or three days -
riding,. without _preaching, would. set him up again.)
SFon dfterwards he adked me to put the wmdow upa
little h:gher, (though it was half up all night) “for,” ‘said -
he, 4 cannot breathesbut Thope 1 shall be better by and
by; a good pulpit sweat to-day may give me rehef: I -
shall be better after preachmO" i sajd to him, I 'shed _

elieved he: had,’ and then ‘sat up
ud that God would be plea=ed to b

mlght be hrought,t
ether he:should wn




nectlon on by aid
himself: dow; :

reach at Ha\eiinl} on Monday, Tdon’t
Gl-shall.-be able; but I shall see what'to-day’ w:ll
rth.If Tam no better to-morrow, 1-will t'xke
ee days ride!” ~He then desired..me to warm
K little gruel; and, in breaking the fire-wond, I wa-
' ked My, Pdrsons, whu, thinking I knocked for hlm, rose

: _-‘and‘came in.” He went.to Mr. Whitefield’s bed-side,

and:asked him how _he felt himself. He dmwered «1

1

, ‘choaks: me.” 1 was then not a little surprised ta
‘heéar how quick, and with what difficulty, he drew his
" “breath. He got out-of bed,and avent to the open win-
dow for air. This was exactly at five o’clock. , 1 went

- to him; and for-about the space of five minutes saw no
+. “danger, that he had a great difficulty in. breathing,

‘as T had‘often seen before.. -Soon afterwards he turned

himself to me, and said, ‘I am dying.’ T said, ‘I hope

not, sir.>- . He . ran- to ‘the other window,..panting. for

“breath, but could get no relief.. 1t was agreed that I
< should go for Dr. Sawyer; and .on my. commg back; |
“saw death in hisface; and he again said, ‘I wn dymg
;:Hls eyes were fixed, his under lip dnwmg inward eve-

]Mdrew breath he ‘went towards the wmdow,

I then offered him the
he took: balf of it, but it séemed

topped his ‘breath-entirely. In a little

t a considerable. quautlty of phlegm and
then beganito ‘haye.:: h

jost suffocateds: ‘I can scarce breathe, my aﬂthma |



he..chair :Jéaning. upon
is-pulse and said; he. i is a.tlead-mans?
4 do not- beheve 1t you ‘mug
1y he sald

no move; Thns was exactly at six o’clock We coutm~
ui d rubbmw hxs legs, hcmds, and* feet, with warm- cloths‘
1 hen put hxm into & warm bed the doctor- stdndmg by,
and often raised him upright; continued “rubbisg him -
and -putting spirits to his nose for an hour, till ‘all. hopes
w Te g'one The people came in crowds.to see -himj;: i

4 menca, he spent a day or two at: Prmceton uuder the r 3
of. the Rev: Dr. Finley, then pres:dent of the college atithat -
place. At dinner the doctor said, “Mr, Whitefiéld,
: 1 be very “long before you' will be’ called hé
en that event shall a.rrlve, I should be glad 1 hear the
n('ble testimony “you will bear for God:”
1sappomted doctor,” said Mr. Whitefield. I’ shall die si- °
.1t has pleased God to enable me: to bear so‘many tes-
ifonies for him during:my life, that be will require none
Arom. me when 1 die. No, no; it.is your damb christians,
that have walked in fear and darkness, and thereby been
.unable to bear a testimony for God during t ves, that
; e compels to speak out for him on thelr :

=ge :and 2 ‘maldel in:Dr. leey s famlly )
hlteﬁeld’s death venﬁed his predmtlon.




I eu‘ knowledge, under
ly o, b1= . coming amx

njoyed under his
: isit was attended
y: other; and thsit all opposi-
¢n one and another of ‘them
nld plty and pray for ‘his dear tabernacle and chapel
-congregations,and "it’was traly aﬂectfng to hear them
bemoan -America -and England’s loss. Thus they con:
tinued for two ‘hours- conversing about his great useful-
“iess; and © ‘prayitig-that-God- would scatter his gifts, and
drop hls mantle -among them. When: the corpse was
! {the pulpit, clos ithe vault; the
5 - Roggers mude a- very affecting prayer, and
openly éonfessed, that-upder God,; he owed his cenver-

- sionto the ]abours of ‘that deg ggyman of God, whose pre-
c usv remalns now lay before them.: Then he cried
: -fither! then «topped and wept as
ld break, and-the people weepl ng
-‘Then he recovered and: hn

A iome .of the peop!e weeping, some smgmg, and s0. 0%’
g ternately The Rev."Mr. Jewel preached a furier
di ind made an aﬂ'ectlonate addless to his ble-

- that he and they mlgbt be upon- thelr
-and endeavour - to _follow his blessed ex:
! ‘The corpsé ‘was. then put into the vault, and?
cluded w:th a,short prayer dnd dlsmlssmn he
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pe p]e, 'who went weepmg thlough the streets to their
regpective places of abode.”-

.ar ived i London on. Monday, November 5, 1770, by,
'th Baston Gazette, and also ‘by several letters from
dl erent correspandents at Boston, to his worthy friend,

T R. Keen, who received likewjce, by the same post,

Pletters written with his owa ‘hand, when in good

healthi one seven: ‘and the other five d.w: before his
dc th. Mr. Keen caused the mouruful tidings to be
published the same night at the tabernacle, and the"
following evening at. Totttenham-court ' chapel. - His
next step was to cousider of a proper -erson to deliver
a |funeral discourse, when it occured to his mind, that
he had many times said to Mr. Whitefield, “If you
should die abroad who shall we get to preach your fu-
neral sermon? Must it be your old friend, the Rev,
Jahn Wesley?” And his answer conatuntly was, “He
is|the man.” :Mf. Keen therefore waited on Mr. Wes-
ley on the Saturday following, and he promised to
preach it on the Lord’s day, November 18, which he
did, to an -estraordinary crowded and mournful audito-
ry; many hundreds being obliged to go away, who
_could not possibly get within the doors.

In both the chapel and tabernacle the. pu]p|ts, &
.';. ere hung with black cloth, and the galleries with fine
black baize. - Escutcheons were affixed to. the fronts of
the pulpits; and on each of the adjoining houses, hatch-
ents were put up: the motto of which was—«Mea vita
sleus & gloria Christus” At the expiration of six
onths the mourning in each place of worship, and the
gscutcheons in the vestries, were taken down. The
1atchments remained twelve months, when one was ta-
eo down, and placed in the tabernacle, and the othep
ver a neat marble monument, erected by Mr. White
_%ell for his wife in Tottenham- sourt-chapel, with’a

“apace left for an inscription respecting himself after his
lecease, as he wished to be interred in the same vault,
ad he died in Eogland. Accerdingly the following ep-

21 .




made meet fonGlory,
0 Immanuel’s Bosom,

who now lies in the sxlent Grave, at
. B_oston,
: In NEw ENGLAND;
‘ There deposited in hope of a joyful Resur rection to Eternal
Life and Glory.
He was a Man eminent.in Piety,
Of a Humane, Beiievolent, and Charitable Disposition.
His Zeal in the Cause of God was singular;
“His' Labours indefatigable;é
hd his‘Success in -preaching the Gospel remarkable and
- astomshmg
He departed this life -
In the Flfty -Sixth Year of hls Age.

N.ewir b}n}_rypoﬁ, near

And Jike his Mzis'ter, was by so'mé "despised

Like Him, by many others lov’d and priz’d:
But their’s'shall be the everlasting Crown,

Not whom -the world, but Jesus Christ will own.

* The Rey, Titus ‘Knigh‘t, was a native of Halifax, a town
in which he eXercised his ministry, and in which. iude«d, be
may be siid tohave spent-his whole life. ‘He was torn De-
cember 17,1719, :Puring his childhood he Ldd a particular -
eneration for sacred thmgs took adelight in attciding the
‘church, and used frequently to weep. At the sawe eurly

period he learnt something of the -vanity and.uusatisfyivg:
_pature of all worldly pleasure, long befure he knew where
.10 seek forsolid and substantial happiness, Man3 instan-




g isa
alifax, which is kept ‘on
“which he looked forward
the''most eagér expectatlon of. pleasure. and satlsfac-‘

'-‘sp*fmmen. The annual fairy

l]dsummen day, was a seaso
vs'rlfh
tion

W en hé could retire from thé nojse and hurry of i

the common recreation of’bathing. e ;

t may not be improper here .to introduce some acconn

of| an’interesting part of his life, which- he has ‘given in a’ :
w rk entitled. Amyntas and: Philetus, or Christian Conver-
‘sation, &c. pubhshed in the year 1770. 'The reader, there-
fo e, w1ll not be dlspleaaed if the memorialist 1etu-e a lit-
» while he who is the subject of this sketeh is introduced
speak (thouo'h*dead) of the things which it pleased God

t do for his soul: .
‘“My -dear parents were of the estabhshment and alth:ﬁh

filial duty, as well as christian charity, requires me to hope

t ebest in behalf of them, yet I seldom or ever saw or
heard any thing of. religion buf at church on the- Sabbath

- d‘ th day. They were believe, strlctly honest in thejr

ealings with men;. supported: a fairicharacter, and appedrs

‘ed as religious as their neighbours, iispected, as churchs: -
folks they could imiss of salvation. I was taught to conceive
dlssenters, as base hypocrites, a. people that resembled
tlie scribss and pharisees, against whom our Lord so vehe-
mently inveighed, and denounced so many woes; mien that .
attempted to hide their wickedness.by''d deceitful protext’
o‘( superior sanctity. In consequence of these’ and’ the

- '—Qd

Q

like things spoken of dissenters, and confirmed by instances
I| was then incapable of inquiring into, or judging of, I con-
tracted 'very unfavourable ideas of every sect.of protestant
isseriters; -and; I think, could vie with any in bigotry and |
zeal, thinking as highly ‘of the church as it was possible for:
any to thinlk of the meeting. But I can never sufficiently
dmire or adore the free, rich, and distinguishing grace of
_ God to me; for although, there was notbmg of rellglon in
qur family, not even s6 much as the form; and the way of
l'fe 1 was engagdd in, from seven years old, not only unfa-




he mlnlat!‘y And sure]y, ifdife
; greatest dlhgence and enjoy-

rdible to, but quite destructxve of all géod* mor_ s,yet 1t

‘pleased the Lord to pre‘serye ‘me from the filthy cony rsation
of my necessary companions, and from learning’ d'usmg
the diabalical. lauguage, T mean of ciusing’ and swearing

‘-"whlch was dally mter,mlxed with the most famlha ’Qonver-

day afiorded much matter for' 1ma&1na
hours sa that 1 often alarmed the faml

" torments. These thoughts, and dreams, &c. prqducéd an
‘fincommon seriousness in my whole deportment. Tdiligent-
ly read the Bible, gladly catching every opportumty of at-
- . tending public prayers at the church in the weck days; pray-
ed often- and fervently in secret; @nd in secret it was, fqr
prayer not being used in the famlly, g feared to be found in
the practice of it, These impressions, and: the influendces
thercof, abode with me for the space of BixX | dugmg ‘all
which time I sought and expected . the favour of’ God, and.
the acceptatlon of my pelson solely -on the accoufit! of my
own nghteausuess. Nor is, this. at all:'to be wondéred
‘dt, seeing ail the sons 6f Adam naturally seek Justlﬁcat"bn
. and life, by virtue of that law and covenant which he violi-
% ;ted and broke in paradise. = Nor was thisferror in any wise
’ [ “the public sermons T then heard, all of
7 re legal than evangehcal and the preachgrs
rather sent the.congregation for life to Moses than to Christ.
the age of seventeen I began to learn psalinody, and
pace of more than ten years, I became. extravagant-
of all kinds of music:-so that my affeclions were entite-
1y caplivated thereby, and in a great measure alienated from
; yet all that time ‘the good Spirit of God never left off-
striving with me, (if I may be allowed:that expi'
that at certain seasons I was greatly distressé
., *it were with me as in months past.’ - Sometlmes( ]
- hyperbolical phrase ‘ofithe Fsalmist) I 'made my bed to
swim, and watered my-:couch with tears,’ purposed and re-
«olved to resume my: former. course of life, and rehnqulsh
the idol'of my soul.” - About th, ime it pleased that“God,
whose eyes ar¢ ever upop. t hi

TR




ment as being ever mten,.upon some praiseworthy
des.gn, and zealous in - the a.ccomplxs.lment of it; re-

loye, to favour me with an opppm‘tumty of hearing the gos-
pel; and the Spirit of God so opened my heart to- attend to
the things that were spoken, and shed such light on my un-
de that when I returned home, and begau to read
m emed to be'quite .ancther beok, in respect o,
it; the method of salvation published in it,
than . ad till that time eived it to be. F
tijat . memorable day. the Lord:%was

chain, and Joose the bonds ‘of my “captivity, so that I'could?
53y 3 Wlth holy David, ‘My soul is escaped as a bird out of
the snare of the fowler' the snare is brokemn, and I am e~ "
[

ag

Wi

o1

P

caped.” My heart was now exceedingly rejoiced, and I
rain renewed my former resolutions of engaging my heart
ith God. and devoting my life to his service. And my
gracious Redeemer was pleased to say ‘“‘Amen”.to my pur-
oses and prayers, and bade me, with an efficacious word, -
;Lke hold onhis strength, which his: good spirit enablmg

o

e-to.do, I'was.filled with joy and peace in believing. I
longer . felt. thi

at narrowness of spirit, which 1'was under
the power o fore, nor- -thought salvation confined to.name
or party.- ound that in Christ Jesus it availed nothing
hat a man had been before "his conversion, whether
Greek orJew, nor what modes -of worship he afterwards
p’referred, seeing Christ is all and in all to them that believe
in_him. Since thaf happy period, althongh my backslidings
and departures from God haye ‘been .more an I can
erate, and what I blush to:mention, yet my : !
er, glory be tobis name! having bought me
ﬂte, and according to the greatness ‘of that love, v .
e loved me, would not, could not’(for his tender. heart for-
ad it )fmsake or cast me off.” ;
From the above. account it may be gathered
e yearil746. or 1747, he was first Jbrought to-a true knowl-
dge of ‘God-and .of lumself ‘soon -after which it pleased the..
Liord' to mtroduce him to puh c notxce. As that part of hls
life, w & peric

155 ‘a.ys dlllgent in: hls busmess and
‘common: standard~ noththstand-

: he was living ‘with-
‘ ? Deeply cone
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deemmg the time by repeated acts of plety and benev-
“olence, which characterise the worthy man and- chris-
tian; having a heart constantly flowing with ardent love

‘vinced of the inestimable value of his own soul, he i lmme-

diately became desirous of being an instrament in the hand

of God of saving the souls of others. After much _prayer
_ and deliberation on this important’ matter,” K

length to go forth in the strength -of the Lig
.clalm that Jesus caine; to save sinners. T was in the
ar 1749, for in a manuscrlpt written with the trembling
and of infirmity in the year 1792, he mentions that he had
- been forty-three years engaged in pubhshmg “the -precious.
ruths of the gospel. His first labours, it is well known, .
were among the methodists‘in Mr. Wesley’s. connection;
and having opportunities of preaching in. various parts of
the kingdom, he became signally and’ extenswely usefuli—
Many old disciples in that conpection remember his name -

_to this day withaffection and gratitude.

" Having laboured for some years in Mr. Wesley’s conn‘é‘c-
tion, he found that he could no longer p cly insist upon
certain points of doctrine mamtamed by eople.. ~ This
occasioned some struggle in his mind, as to:the pr
his continuance in that connection, or sej
But after much deliberation and earnest prajer, a separa-

7 . ration appeared most eligible, and he determined peaceably
~ to withdraw, . This event took place about the spring of
the yéar 1762 For a short sedson his mind was perplexed'

ued to preach as opportumty permltted These
n “increased by ‘the addition -of others,’ ascheme
ggested of- erec ing:-a-house, in which™ they might
This plan was immedi-
-difficulties occurred; as the parties

within themselves, ‘equal to

* such an undertaking,
“word of :God isnot:b
of all men at his disp
obtained, as enabled:

- house was erected, 2
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r the souls of men, and eepecnany a fervent desire .
glurlfy God, accompanied by the -deepest humility
nd self- abasement Mr. Whitefield, in these thxrty -four

lar congregational plan, of which Mr. Knight was ordained
astor in the summer of 1763. This was a Bethel indeed.
he word delivered within these walls was made effectual
o the turning of many from the error of their ways, and to’
he building up of the people of God in their most holy faith.
The cono'reo‘atlon continually increasing, it soon became ne-
?essary to erect a gallery, as large as the building would ad-
o labouréd with; much assiduity and zeal, preach-
n the Lord’s -day in the winter season, and three :
imes i the summet, and ngmg alecture on every Thursday
J vening throughout the yeéar. “ He administered the Lord’s*
.supper reguiarly every ‘month; and on the: Friday evening
;recedlug the celebration-of it, he met the mbers of his
hurch,.and deliver ad an address sulLed to the approachmg
: olemmty -
‘He established among his people ‘several little socletles,
hich assembled once a week, for-the purpose.of prayer and
]Fellglous conversation, -One of thesesocieties met: at his
: owa house; the "r‘ést he attended- occasmnally as oppor-
“tunity permitted.
By the'divine blessmg on his public- and prlvate labours,
' |the bumber of those who attended the preachmg of the word
"Jbecame so great, that a larger and more .commodious house
. [was necessary for their reception. This was for some time
considered as a thing.rather desirab.
length, however, it was cordially set ‘about, and 2 ve
cioas and elegant structure completed Whlch was.¢
in May 1772, Here he exercised;
-|very large couglegatlons, tlll i

to 1educe lum from, 4 working to a waztmg serva
.| About thie:year 1764, his acquaintance with:
field commenced, whlch 3od, was the means of ex~
tending his: usefulness iderably. For being invi-
by i ts, and his preaching'be- '
ime one of the. assistant
very year in preaching at
t chapel, Greenwich, Wool-'
[ unnectlon.
yed a remarkably good
“afilict him with'a para~’

. B
Y B
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E years, may -be said to have lived more than most men
would do, though their lives  were.. pmlonged for‘many
ages.

lytic stroke in the mouth of June, 1790.' In a short time
ke was so far recovered, that he resuméd his usual labours.
But his mental faculties, espeolally his memory, had evident-
1y sustained. an injury. Of this he was himself very sensi-
ble, but bore the aﬁhctmn wnth a «trhly chnstlan submis-
sion.

:*1n the year 1791, he undeitook his-annual journey.to Lion-
don, but with a deter migation’‘to preach-m ringly’
- than usual. While in town he was afﬂlcte_ th Hase-
sond paralytic stroke, which affected bis understanding
; an :the former. Wl reat difficulty he return-
and thongh, in.a’ asure, he recovered from
wise, and afteérwards - greached several ser-
‘mons, yet ft him so, dnhmtated tha't he was, incaj able of
connnumg his pubhc services; and havmg preached for‘the
last time, .on the 18th.of -September, 1791, from - the convie-
tions.of his own mind,- and the persuasions-of his fmeuds,
. he resxgned the char«re of his congregatitn.. . :
His patient submlsslon to the divin€ival an msl,ruc ive
lecture to those who were around him. ‘When he reflected.on
the decay of hismental faculties, he would sometifjies say,
«What an idiot I am become!” but immediately would-ad
«“buat no wrong is.done to. me. 'He that.gave my faculties,
has a right.to.f take them away Whenever he pléases, and he
P justly hive done so forty \years ago.” Being asked by
f ‘his sons concerning the feelings of his mind, he - re-
“I'ain happy on two. considerations; the one is, that
: 4hat T am not afyaid of ever go-

ingther me, ‘when: sevetidl .of his family
were, together, the sabject .of politics was introduced, and
som: mentioned respecting the probabhllty of -the kmg
of |

losing his.crown; upon which he obseryed, though -
scarce able-to understand ;the subject of conversation, I
koow a king who will not lose his, crown, -T'miean kmg Je-
- sus. .He reigns, and 1 and w1th a flood.of
itears he added, ““to hii py

His sight at length 80,
nor;write; -and his unders
‘be lmpalred hebegan
, I—Iowever,he seemed gr
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descmpfzon of his person; -a review of his. hﬁ', and tke
most stmkmg _parts qf his character pozmed out.

Y

AS the;greater part of my readers, perhaps, nevér
520 Whitefield, a deacrlptw’n‘of his PERsON,-a re-
view-of* his-LIFE, and a dxsplay of THE MOST: STRIKING
“TRAITS.IN H1S CHARACTER, cannot but be acceptable..’
v His on. was graceful, and we]lploporuoned ‘his
theér.above the middle size. - His complexion
: is eyes were of a dark blue colour, .
‘he had a squint.with ohe of
#em ‘occisioned either-by the ignorapce o ‘care]ess-
ess of the nurse who attended him in thé " measles,
¥ hen he was about four years -old’* His features were
. general good and regular.” His countenance was
'mly, and his voice- exceeding ‘strong; yet both
soffened with an uncommon degree of' sweetness;
as always very clean and neat; and often said, pleasant-
" ly, %that.a minister of the gospel ought. to be without
s{»ot » - His deportment was decent and easy, without
ﬂ;xe least stiffoess or formality; and his engaging, polite,
..manner, made his company .universally - agreeable. ln;

ter breathmg, rather than vamw for spme momhs, he Was,
on Satarday moraing, March ‘Zd 1793, mercifully released
from the burthen of the flesh, and .removed to a better and
“indissoluble mansion, in the 74th year of his age.

O much respected, much lamented friend,
Thy life was holy,-—happy was thine end! :
By saints esteein’d, and e’en by sinners-blest,

:And best beloved by those who knew thee best'
In thee the Saviour’s lmage clearly shone, - T

i’ The wonders grace-divi
_+@nch; and supenor, {




" his ‘youth he was. .very slender, dnd moved his body
~ with great agility to action, suitable to his discourse;
but about the fortiethi.year of his-age he began to grow
corpu!ent whlch, however, was so]ely the effect of his
i ing always, evento a proverb, remarkable
for his moderation, both in eating ahd drinking. .
In reviewing the life of this extraordmaly man, the
following particulars appear very remarkable. .
.First—We are struck with hisunwearied dllngence in
the offices of religion, and his conscientious improve-
ment of every portion of hjs time. Early in the morn-
-irig-he, rose to:his Master’s work, and all
was employed in a continual succession’ of different du-
ties. ‘Take a view of his public conduét, here ke is
engaged either in preaching.: the o-ospel, 1A visit-
-ing and givitig counsel to the’ afﬁlcted in mstructmg the
~ ighorant;ior.in clebrating {he praises of God. . Observe
his behaviour in prlvate company—there you | hear him
~iniraducing, upon all, occasions, and among: all sorts of
69 discourse that . tended to Edification. ~And ‘if
/ou follow him:t5 his retirements, you' see’him writing
de;vont medltatmns upon the oceurrences -of the day,
or letters to his christian acquaintance, full of piéty and -
zeal:: - What a gloomy idea must a stranger to vital pi-
ety entertain of a life spent.in this manner! He will
- »think it mdst have beén not only joyless and disgnsting,
but intolerably burthensome. Far otherwise did it ap-
pear in the'experience of this servant of Christ.. He
felt the greatest enjoyment when engaged in‘a constant
round of social and religious. duties. . In these, whole-
weeks passed away like one day. And when he was
‘visited with. any distress or affliction, preaching, as he
tells us himself, was his catholicon, and prayer his anti-
dote against every trial. The plea.sure of a man of
business, in successfully pushing his trade, or of a phi-
losopher, when pursuing his favourite studies; may give
“us some, faint conception of the joys which he felt. Yet
so ardent were his desires after the heavenly. happmess,
that he often longed to finish hls work and to go
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home to his Saviour. “Blesqed be God ” says he, “the
pxospect of death is pleasant to my soul ¥ would not
live here always. 1 want to be ‘gone.’ Sometimes it
anises from a fear of fdllmg Sometlmeq Arom a pros-
pect of future labours. nnd sufferings. * fi
imes when my sonl hath such foretastes o™
1ong more eagerly to be with him; and the pm:pe(t of
the happiness which. the spirits of just men wade per-
fg(t now enjoy, often carries me, as it were, into moth‘
er world.””

Agnin, we are Justly qurprlsed at his frequent and fer-
ent preaching, under ull the disadvantages of asickly
constitution, and the many fits ot iilness: with which he
was suddenly seized. It must, indeed, be confessed,
that change of air, frequent travelling on horseback,
‘and the many voyages he made, might contribute to
the:. preservatmn of hn health and vigour: bat when‘

reach hH large ropgregatlom that-he preached gener-
ally twice or Thrice ev ery day, and often four times.
Lord’s~day, but above all, what waste of strengtb;

spirits every sermon must have cost him, through the "
\e}:mestness of his delivery, it is truly thomshmg, how

“his constitution conld hold ont so long.” He says, «I
preach till.Isweat through and through.” But thére is
another circumstance not less remarkable than’éither
of the former; which is, the uncommon desire that all

sorts of people expressed to attend his preaching, and
t at not upon the first or second visit only; but at every

" cceeding opportunity. Wherever he went prodigi- /
'o s numbers flocked to hear him. His congregations -
often consisted of about four or five thousand; in popu-
J)us places they swelled to ten thousand; sometimes

urteen thousand; and upon some occasions the con-

ourse was so great that they have been computed to

e fromrtwenty to thirty thousand, . 7
It is wonderful to think how he commanded the atten- -

on’of such multitudes; with what composare they lis-

ened when he ‘began to speak; how they hung upe-

~n---ﬂ oy




+ his lips, and-were often d:ssnlved in tears and this was
the case with persons of the most hardy and rugged, as
well as those of thie softer tempers.

.- His e]o uence was indeed very great, and of the truest

{ was utterly devoid of all appearance of uft

He seemed to be quite unconscious of the
talents he.possessed.. ‘The importance of his subject,
and the regard due to his hearers; engrossed alil hig
concern. He spoke like one who did not seek their ap-
plause, but was concerned for their best interests; and
who, from-a principle of unfeigned love, earnestly én-
deavoured to lead them in the né,ht way. And the ef-
fect, in some measure, corresponded to. the design.—
They did not amuse themselves with commendirg his

discourses; but being'moved and persuaded by what he

isaid, entered intg, his views, felt his passions, and were

“lng‘, for the time, at least, to comply with all his re-

uests. This'was especially remarkable at his charity

ermons. When the most worldly-minded were made
rt-with their money in so generous a manner, that
hey returned to their former temper, they were

y to think that it had been cohjured from them by

some inexplicable charm. The charm, however, was

nothing else'but the power of his irresistible eloquence;

respect, it is not easy to say, whether he was
.ever excelled either in ancient or modern times. .

He had a strong and musical voice, and a wonderful

-~ command of it. His pronunciation was not only proper,

but manly and graceful. Nor was he ever at a loss for

' the-most natural and strong expressions, Yet, these in

him were but lower gualities.

.- The grand sources of his eloquence were an exceeding

‘ llve)y imagination, which made people think they saw

"what -he described: au action still more lively, if possi-

‘bie, by which, while every accent of his voice spoke to

the ear, every feature of his face, every motion of his

- hands, and every gesture, spoke to the eye; so that the

" most dissipated and thoughtless found their attention in-

voluntarily fixed, and. the dullest and most ignorant:




¢ nuld not ‘bt understand He had hkewxse a certain €l
:[vatlpn of mird, which raised him equally‘above praise

nd censire, and added’great ‘authority to whatever h
gaid. . The natural langnage of ‘this christian fortitu
‘we have in one" of his letters—<«the Lord only know
ﬂow he will ‘be pleased to dispose of me—great afflic-
ions I am sure of having—and a sudden’ death, blessed

e God, will not be terrible~—1I know that my Redeemer
]‘IVEth I every day long to ‘see him, that I may be frée
from the remainder of sin, and - en_]oy hlm,Wlthout inf

‘terruption for ever.”

/| But what was, perhaps, the most important of all, he
‘had'a heart deeply exercised in all the social, as Wel] as
~Jthe pious and religious affections, and was at the same
time most remarkably communicative, by which means
Ihe was peculiarly fitted to awaken:like feelings i in. oth*-
lers, and to sympathize with every one ‘that had thier
'| - This last, some have thought, was the distinguis
‘jpart of hls character. - It was certamly, howeyel
ileminent part of it. In his journals'and letters
partial readér will find instances thereof almos
|ery page; such as lively gratitude. to,God in t
place, and to all ‘whem God had used.as™i
‘|good to him—sincere love in dealing so plain|
i | correspondents about the interests of their” _
‘| quent and particular intercession for -his friends; his en- .
i} emies, and all mankind--—great delight in the socnety of
| christian acquaintances—many very sorrowful ‘partings,
|and joyful meetings with his- friends—tender-hearted:
'| ness to the afflicted—the pleasure in. procuring and ad-
.| ministering a seasonable supply to the indigent, and con-
|| descension to people of: the lowest rank, to instr
| converse with them for their good, in as kind and ‘soci:
"able a manner as if he had been their brother or inti-
mate friend. These are manifest proofs that he hada
heart easily susceptible of every humane, tender, and
compassionate feeling. 'And this was certainly a great

‘1. mean of .enabling him so strongly ta affect the. hearts of
others.

Y
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dihxs natural talents for cratory been ‘bhip]oyed in
-sécular affairs, and been somewhat more 1mprove‘ﬂ by
;reﬁnements of art, ‘and thé’embellishments 6f eru-
on, it ‘is: probable - they ‘would soon : have advanced,
im to distinguished. wealth and renown.  But his. sole
- ambition was to serve a crucified Saviour, inthe minis-
try of the gospel. And- being early convinced of the
- great hurt that-has been done to christianity by a blgo'ﬁ-
* “ed gpirit,he insisted not ponithe peculiar tenets of a party:
#for;” says he inone of his letters, “Ilove all that love
our Lord Jesus Christ” In another, “Oh? how do-1
long to see-bigotry and party zeal taken away, and all
the Lord’s servants more knit together!” ~ Again, «I
wish all names among the saints of God were swallow-
d -up in that one of CnrisTian!’ But upon the uni-
versally interesting: doctrines of holy scripture, ¢ concern-
.ruin of mankind by sin, and their recovery by
2‘grace; doctrines, the ‘truth of which he himself
deeply felt—to make men sensible of the misery of
lienation frem God, and of the pecessity of jus-
on-by faith in the Lord Jesns Christ—of regene-
by the:Holy Spirit—and of a life of devotedness
; was the principal -aim of all his discourses.—
methodism 1 desire to know,” says he, “isa
hod of dying to ourselves and living to God.”
_ By thisidescription he was far from intending to confine
~ true religion-to the exercises of devotion. By “living’
to-God,” he meant a constant endeavour after conformi-
ty to the divine will in all things. “For,” says he, in
another place, “itis a great mistake to suppese religion-
consists only in saying our prayers. Every christian
lies;:under a necessity to bave some particular calling .
= “whereby he may be a useful‘member of the society to
which he belengs. A -man is no farthier holy, than he is
- relatively boly, and he only will adorn the gospel of
‘ouriLord Jesus Christ in- all things, who is careful'to
-perform all the civil offices of life, with a single eye to !
“God’s glory, and from  a principle of lively faith in Je-
_‘sus Chnst our Saviour, This is the morality which we
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i reach ?” He used aleo to. give thls dehmhon of tmeureh-
gion, “That it is & universal morality, founded, upon the
love of God, and faith i m the Lord Jesus Christ, 2 Li-
. centiousness and luxury, and all sorts of time- -wasting.
and: dissipating. amusements, how fashionable seever, he
a’onstantly inveighed agamst These-were the. topxcs
which he employed "his, eloquence,
But not to dwell any longer on his. accompllshmenfs .
s an orator, and -the excellent purposes-towhich, -
through the grace: of God, he devoted them; ene thmg
remains to be mentioned; ‘of an infinitely hloher order
‘ than any human powers whatever; and. that is,” the
ower of God which go remarkably accompanied the
Iabours of ‘his servant, and without which, both scrip-
ture and experience teach us, that all external means, .
however excellent, are ineffectual and vain. It is here -
Mr. Whitefield is much to be. enwed were it lawful to:
gnvy any man, When we consider the multitudes that
nly .uvakened : but brouo‘ht under; laating res:

that were: .wrought upon in. the same manner b
‘ministry of others, excited by his example, both in GI‘E‘It' ’
, jﬂnhm and America, we are naturally led into the same
entiments with- Mr, Wesley in his funeral sermon:—
“What an honour hath it pleased God to put;
; authful servant! Have we read or heard of any per-
‘son since the apostles, who testified the gospel of the
grace of God through so widely extended & space,
{through so large a part of the habitable world? Have
e read or heard of any person who called so many
‘thoiisands, so many myriads of sinners to repentance? .
Above all, have we read or heard of any who has been.
‘a blessed instrument in his hand, of bringing so many
‘sinners from darkness to light, and from the power :
‘Satan unto God? » 4
| And he was enabled, as Mr Wesley says of hlm
i-the following lines, to
; “Stand as an iron pillar strong,
“And steadfast as a wall of brass.”




-labour-g w h‘ich,;QOd was__plea‘s'ed,é gﬁ'»*blgss
4 A unequal success, was shaded -with some in-
-hrmmes. -And what else ¢ould be expected-in the pre-:
-s¢ént condition of humahity? Theseg‘have been-suffici-
—ently: 1aid open in..the preceding narrative 6f;his-life.

. And_it ought to be observed, that as there. was some-

_ 'thing very amiable in.the fmnkness and unreservedness-
:which prevented his. concealing., them; so, through his
epeénness to-conviction, his tcachablene:s to confess and

~ correct his mistakes; they became still fewer and small-
. +er,-and decreased contmually as he advanced in knowl-

.-edge and experience. - .

"2 In his letters we find the followi ing’ remarkdbleapas—
safres —%hlny God reward you for watching over'my
ﬂou] It is difficult, I Believe e, to go through the . fiery

“trial of popularity and applause, untainted. - When'I
;Lm unvvlllmo to, be told of iy f.mlts, comespond with

mt Jesua, qpare me not. We, must he helps to
-other . on- this side eternity. Nothing gives me
e omfort next to the assurance of.the eternal con-
of God s love, ‘than. the pleasing reflection of
wany christian friends to watch with my soul.
X wish they would smite me friendly, and reprove me
" oftener than they do. [ rejoice that you begin to know

zoursel[‘ If ‘possible,” Satan will make us think more
highly. of ourselves than we ought:to think. I can tell
o this by fatal' experience. It is not sudden flashés of

jey, but having the bumility of Jesus Christ, that must
" ‘denominate us -christians;. If we hate reproof we_are
.soqﬁr from -Being- the true followers of-the Lamb of
od that in the opinion of the wisest'men we are bru-
O'my dear brother, still continue faithful to my
. -do not hate me in your heart—in any. wise re-
prove-me. You need make no apology for your 'plain
ealing. 11ove those best who dealmostsincerely wnth me.
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.|Whatever errors I have been or shall:be gmlty of in
-'| my ministry, I hope the Lord will shew me, and give
me grace to amend.” -

It would be unjust to his memory not to take notice
upon this” occasion . of that uniformity . of sentiment,”
which runs through all his sermons and wrltmgs, after
he was thoroughly enlightened in the truth. -Indeed,
when he first set outin the ministry, his youth and inex-
perience led him into many expressions which were.
contrary .to sound doctrine, and which made many of
|the.sermons he_first printed justly exceptionable: but
reading, experience and a deeper knowledge of his own
heart, convinced him of his errors, and upan all oceas’
sions he avowed his belief of the thirty-nine articles of
the church of Epgland, and the standards of the church
| of Scotland, as expressly founded on the word of God.

'| He Joved his friend, but he would not part with a grain

of sicred truth for the brother of his heart.: Thus we
'| see-him constrained to write and print against the Ar-
minian'tenéts of Mr. John Wesley, whom he loved i in
_the bowels of Christ. And it-appears from several oth-
er tracts in his works, that he neglected no opportuni-_
ty of stepping forth as a bold_champion in defence of
that faith which was once delivered to the saints.

Mr. Whitefield being dead, the Rev. Mr. Parsons
preached a funeral sermon, the same day, from Phllhp-
pians i. 21. ‘For.me to live is Christ, and to die is -gain,’
Early next morning Mr. Sherburne, of Portsmouth, sent
Squire Clarkson and Dr. Haven, Wlth a message to Mr:.”
Parsons, desiring Mr. Whitefield’s remains might be
buried in his own new tomb, at his own expense; and
in the evening several gentlemen frem Boston came to
Mr. Parsons, desiring the body might be carried there:
_Bat as Mr. Whitefield had repeatedly desired he might
“be buried before Mr. Parsonss pulpit,-if he died at
Newburyport, Mr. Parsons thought himself obhged to
deny both of their requests.

The following account of his interment is sub_)omed
to this sermon, viz. ——Octobe}; 2, 1779, At one o’clock

22
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all the bells in the town were tolled for an hour, and all
the vessels in the harbour gave their proper signals, of
mourning. At.two o'clock the bells tolled a “second
time. At three the bells called to attend the funeral.
The Rev. Dr. Haven, of Portsmouth, the Rév. Messrs.
Daniel. Rogers, of Exeter, Jedediah Jewet, and James
Chandler, of Rowley, Moses Parsons of Newbury, and
Edward Bass; of Newburyport, wére pall-bearers. The
procession was from the Rev.Mr. Parsons, of Newbury-
port, where Mr. Whitefield died. Mr. Parsons and his
family,:together with many ether respectable persons,
followed the corpse in mourning. The procession was
-* only.one mile, and then the corpse was carried into the
preshyterian church, and placed on the bier in the broad
aisle, when the Rev. Mr. Rogers. made a very suitable
prayer, in the presence of about. six thousand persons,
within -the walls of the church, ‘while many thousands
were on the outside, not being able to find admlttance
Then the following hymn of Dr. Watte’s was" sung by
the congregatlon —

1. Why do we mourn departing friends?
Orshake at death s alarms?
*Tis but the voice that Jesus sends
To call them to his arms.

2. Are we not tending upward too,
As fast as time can move?
Nor should we wish the hours more slowq2
To keep us from our love.
3. Why should we tremble to convey
: Their bodiés to the tomb?
There the dear flesh of Jesus lay,
And left a long perfume.

4, The graves of all his saints he bless’d;
- And soften’d ev’ry bed;
‘Where should the dying members rests
But with their dying Head?
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5. Thence he arose, ascendmg hln-h,
And-shew’d our feet the way: -
Up to. the Liord our flesh shall fly, =
At thegreat rising day. o
6. Then let the last loud trumpet sound,
And bid our kindred rise:
Awake ye nations under ground;
Ye saints ascend the skies.

| "The following Epitaph, in memory of Mr. Whif‘év-

eld, was composed by the Rev. Thomas Gibbons.

In Reverendum Virum
GEORGIUM WHITEFIELD,

aboribus sacris olim abundantem; nunc vero, ut bene spex.
atur celestem et immortalem vitam cum Christo agentem,.

~ 'EPITAPHIM,
(Auctore TromAs GIBBONS, S. T.P.)

Electum et divinum vas, Whitefield, suist -
Ingenio pollens, divitusqq‘e’ sacris:
His opibus populo longe lateque tributes,
Tandem perfruers leticia superum
Inque hanc intrasti, Domino plaudente ministrum:’
Expertum in multis, assiduamque bonum:
Ecce med portus, et clara palatla ceeli
Delicis plenis omnia aperta tibi.
~Dum matatinam Stellam, quam dulce rubentem?
Vivicos roresque ossa sepulta manent.

TRANSLATION.

A vessel chosen and dlvme, replete
‘With nature’s gifts, and grace’s richer stores,

'hou WHITEFIELD wast: these through the world dlspen

In long laborious travels, thou at length
"Hast reach’d the realms of rest, to which thy Lord .
Has welcomed thee with his i immense applause.
Allhail, my servant, in thy various trusts
Found v1gllant and faithful, see the ports,

" See the eternal kmo-doms of the ski e,
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. With all thexr boundless glory, bonndleSS Joy
! Open’d for thy receptxon and thy bliss.
Meantime: the body, in its peaceful cell
Reposmg from its toils, awaits the star,
- Whose living lustres lead that promis’d morn,
Whose vivifying dews thy mouldered corse
‘Shall visit, and’ 1mmortal llfe msplre.

CHAPTER XX]

. Extmcts Jrom some of the funmeral sermons preaclwd on
. . the occaswn of his death.

MANY sermens were preached upon occasion of his
death, both in America and England. From these, the
_ reader will -probably not be displeased to see the fol-
lowing extracts;as:they not only set the character of
_Mr. Whitefield in" a variety of lights, but are so many
testimonies to it, by witnesses of undoubted credit, in
"different parts of the world.
-The first sermon was preached by the Rev..Mr. Par-
sons, at Newburyport, the very day on .which he died,
from Phll i 21. “For me to live is Christ, and to die i 1s
gain.” In which' he gives the followmg character of
his departed friend:— "~
"Extract from Mr. Parsons’s faneral sermon for Mr.
Whitefield. Christ became a principle of spiritual life
in his soul, while he was-an under graduate at the uni-
versity in Oxford. Before his conversion he was a pha-
risee of the pharisees, as strict as ever Paul was before
God met him on his way to Damuscus, ‘according to his
_own declaration in his last sermen, which I heard him

preach at Exeter, yesterday. He was, by means of
_ reading, a very searching, puritanical -w convin-
ced of the rottenness of all the duties he had done, and
the-danger of a self -righteous’ foundation of hope.—




' pr?ach Chnst and. hlm' e cified:
the dawn of salvation had living. powér ‘h.\é;heart,
d-he haJ an ardent deﬁu‘e to: fmmsh lumself for the

cre ent Chl’lbtld.n, and an emment mimster of the gospel
heart go'bent for Christ, with 'such a” sprightly, ac-
fius, could not: admlt of.,a-stated fixed resldence
,place, as the pastor of -aiparticular congregatmn'
nd, therefore, he chose to itinerate ‘place to place,
And from:one- countly to -adother;-which, mdeed, was .
mhuch better suited to his talents,. than a fixed,abode .
would have. been. I often considered him as i Angel
flying": tlirough the midst of heaven, with ‘the everlast-,
ing gospel, to preach unto them that dwell on the earth;
for he preached the uncorrupted word of God, agd gave
olemn warnings against all corruptions of the gospel of
hrist.* When he came the first time to Bostod, the
venemb!e Di1. Coleman, with-whom 1 bad a small ac-
‘uaintance, condescended. to.write to me, ‘that thé won-
derful man was come; and tlnt they ‘had a week of sab-
‘baths; that his zeal for the cduse of Christ -was extraor-
“dmary, and yet he recommended hnmself to his ~many

* The la._t Dr Gmsvenar, upon hearmg Mr Whlteﬁeld-
hifles-square, Hgxton, exprassed h\mself thus:
the apostle Paul had preacaed to this’ audltory,-
preached in the ‘same mauner. no-




hiearers by his- engagedness for holrgzeSS and n
I.[;i%oon had -an - opportunity to observe, that
ew, hke a flame of fire, his mifiistry gave
l‘a arm to all sorts of people, though “before
for¥a . ;longrtime, been amazingly. sunk into
mality. It was then a-tiie, in New England;
christiaps™ geue_rgxlly had- slackened théir zeal
st,’andifallen into a remiss and careless frame
of spirit;.and hypocritical professors were sunk into.a
",. deep, sleép of  carnal security.. Ministers and their
’regatlons ‘seemed-to be at ease. But his preach-
o ypeared to. bet from the heart, though too many,
ke the sgme . things, preached as'if it were in-
, whether they were received or rejected. We
convinced that he beli¢ved the message he brought
us'to be of the last-iniportance: Nevertheless, as soon
as theie was time for reflection, the enemies
began'to cavil, and hold up some of his - gall
- they were unpardonable fanits, By such means
with a’storm as. tempestuous as the troubled s
casts up mire .- ‘Some of every smnon were too
' y of formality, to part with it,"for
] se as living religion: But the Spi-
. rit'of Christ sent homesthe message of the Lord "upon
. the.consciences of some, and shook them off from their.
 false hopes: but many began-to find fault,"and some. to
write against his evangehzmg through the country,
vhile:others. threatened fire-brands, arrows and death,
Yet God gave room for his intense zeal to operate, and
fit ob_]ects appeared, - wherever he went, o’ engage hun
in preaching Christ, and him crucified.
“Io-his’ repeatedwnsﬂs to America; when hig =ervices
bad almost exhausted his animal spirits, and- his friends
were ready to cry, ‘Spare thyself, his hope of servmﬁ

wwwwww

€Christ; and winning souls to him, animated and engage

him to run_ almost any risque. Neither did he ever
crossthe Atlantic, on an itinerating 'visit: tion;::
vistling"his numerous, brethren here, 10 se¢
prospered amongst thém; and we know tha hils lahours
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‘have been unwearied among us, and to. the applause’of
all his hearers; and through the infinite mercy of God,
his|labours ' have sometimes been crowned-with  great
_sugcess, in the conversion of sinners, and théedification”
of:/saints. . And though he often retarned from the -pul-
pit| very feeble, after public preaching, yet his engaging
sweetness of conversation, changed the suspicions of -
“many into passionate love and friendship. ‘

Zln many things his example. is- worthy-of imitation-
and if -in any thing he exceeded or came short, his in-
tegrity, zeal for God, and love to Christ-and his gospel;
rendered him, in extensive usefulness, more than equ_al: .
to. any of his brethren. In preaching here, and through
mast parts of America, he has been in labours more
abundant, approving himself a ministerof God, in much

it , in afflictions, in watchings, in fastings, by pure- .
the:Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned; as sorrow-
ways rejoicing; as having nothing, yet pos-

_ il things. = And God that comforteth those that
are ¢ast down, has often comforted ug ‘by his coming;
and not by his coming only, but by the consolation where-
vith he was comforted in us, so that we could rejoice
the more.
" IHis popularity exceeded all that I éver knew; and
though the asthma was cometimes an obstruction to him,
hig delivery and entertaining method was so inviting to
the last, that it would command the attention of theivast
“multitudes of his hearers. An apprehension of his con-
cern to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, and ‘to do good to -
the souls of men, drew many . thousands after him, who:
never embraced the docirines he taught. He had some-
thing so peculiar in his manner, expressive of sincerity-
. inlall he delivered, that it constrained the most aban- -
daned to think he believed what he said was not only
true, but of the last importance to souls; and by adﬁpt-
ey{ltexts adduced, and instances of the grace of God re-

Tated agreeabl '

. -cious hearers.: i
-+ . [glis labours extended not only to New England, and

2 thereto, often surprised his most judi-

/

B
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manyzo_ther colomes : British- America, but were emi.
nt:and more abundant in Great Britain, Many thous-
is chapel and tabernacle, and in - other places,
ges that he faithfully endeavoured to restore
the intéresting doctrines of the reformatlon, and the pu:
rity.of thexchurch to, its primitive glory. ‘Some among.
‘the learned, some of the mighty and noble, have been
called by his mi gg,% to testify for the gospel of the:
grace of God;: “force of his reasonings against cor-
rupt principles, and the easy method he had in exposing
the danger of them, have astonished the most that heard
“him in all places where he preached. How did.he la-
‘mient and withstand the modern unscriptural notions of
rehglon and salvation, that were palmed upon the
“churches of every denomination! the affecting change
- from primitive purity to fatal heresy, together with the
sad effects of it in mere formality and open w
would -often make him cry, as the prophet di

. er case—‘How is the. gold become dim, and the’most .

fine gold changed! How hath'the Lord cove b'd‘ the

. daughter ‘of Zion with a cloud in_ his anger, and cast
down from heaven to earth the beauty of Israel.’ 2
-«]t is no-wonder that this man of God should meet”
with.enemiés and with great OPPOSltlon to his ministry ¥
—for hell trembled before him. It is no more than
- may be always expecied of the devil, that “he should
stir;up his servants, to load the most emment ministers
of Christ with caiumny and most impudent lies; and
represent them as the filth and offscouring of all. thmgs
-All this may be, and often has been done,  under a pre-
tence of great concern for the honour of Christ, and the
: preservation | of gospel order. . When Satan totters and
"begins to fall, he can find men enough to cry, ‘the church
‘is In danger;’ ‘and that he knows is . sufficient with ma--
ny to hide his cloven foot, and make him appear as ap
angel of light.

“Through a variety of ‘such hbours and trials, . our

'.,:; .ortw friend, and extensnve]y useful sefvant of Christ,

hlteﬁeld, pagsed beth in England and Amenca




“The 1ast sermion; that he preached though un
.‘d.i advantage of' a stage in the ,au', ‘was delivered -
dirence, as to- please
5. And as he had -

. a’ d surprise the surroundmg’ ol

-and had been waiting and hoping for his last change, ‘he
then declared, that he hoped it was the ‘last time he
sh uld ever preach Doubtless, he then had such clear
views of the .blessedness of open vision, and the com-
' ion of € hpig, that he felt the pleast
Lsqit, whlch ‘made his'¢
unclouded sin.”
:es dre a2 part of a poem on Mr,
\ en 1y a snegro sérvant.girl, seventeén:
ears of age, helongang to ‘v’II‘. J. ,Wheatley, of Bos-

on.

“He pray"d that grace i every heart mlg h
{ He long’d to see America excel;’ . :
“He charg’d its youth to let tlie grace divive "
Anse, and in their {ulure actions shine, . ~

He offéi’d that he did himself receive,

A greater gift not God himself can give..

He urg’d the nced of Him to e0TY Gne;

1t was no‘less than God’s co-equal Son. =

+| Take Him ye wretched for your only good; - &

i| Take himye starvmg soiils to be your.food, -~ . i

‘| "We thirsty, come:to this hfe—glvmg sireniny Lt

|| ‘Ye-preachers | take him for yourjoyful theme.” . . " -
“Take Him my: dear Amerlcans, he said, i

‘Be your complaints in his kind bosom 1aid.

Take Him, ye Africans, he longs for yous

’ mpartxal Savmur, is his:title. due '

you will choose to walk in grace’s road, -

You'shall be SONS;: and kmgs, and puests, to Go'

‘been confiimed by the grace of God-many years before,




B “the orphan s smaxt'
> -Re the: true sensations of his heart, -
Hxs lonely tabernaclesees no-more =~ - -.
A Whitefield landing on the British shore

‘!F_ g_let us view him in yon azure skies,

s et every mind with this lov’d objectrises . £ |
""Thou tomb, shall saférefain thy sacred trust,
Txll hfedlvme re-an, mates his dust,” ‘

. The next sermon was preached by Dr. Pemberton,.'
M.of oston, October. 11, 1770, upon 1 Peter ii4. “To
L an emtance reservcd in hccwen Jor you.”—ln which her
says:—
' )‘,‘I am not fond of funeral _panggyrics. . But ‘Where
persons have been distingujshly, honoured by heaven,
d employed to do uncommon services for Ged’s church
arth; it would be ‘criminal ingratitude
_drop into the dust without the most
““The memory of the just is blessed!
iew:Mr. Whitefield, in ‘many respects, as
traordinary ¢characters of the present age.
incessant, and successful labours, in Europe -
‘are without a parallel, =
taPevole early to God, he‘,took orders as sooh as the
constitution.of the establlshed church in England allow-
"Yed. ' His first - appearance in the'tvork of the ministry
as attended with surprising “success. The largest
" chutches in London wére not able to contain the num-
bers that perpetually flocked to hear his awakening dis-
courses. . The crowds daily increased. He was soon
“ forced into the fields, followed by multitudes, who hung
-with silent aitention upon his l;ps, and .with avidity. re-
‘ceived the word of life. The =p|rlt “of God, in an un-
0N 'measure, : .descended .upon "the hearers The
were . awakéned to a salutary fear of dlvme




! f godliness, were made acquamted with the
power: a divine life.. " The’ people of God ‘were: re-
f eshed with' the consolation ‘of the - blessed Spirit, and
r Joxced to see their exalted. Master, going on: from con-
* qhiering to conquer, and sinnefs of all orders:and char-,
acters, bowm«r to'the sceptre of a crucified Saviour.
| “His zeal . cmﬂd not ‘be confined within ‘the British-
islands. His ardent desire for the welfare of immortat
souls, conveyed him to the distant shores of America.
We beheld a new star arise in the hemisphere of these.
western churches; and its salutary influences were: dif-
fused through a great part of the British settlements jn-
these.remote regions. We heard with pleasure; from a’
divine’ of the episcopal commurion, those great doc-
trines of the gospel, which our venerable 'mceatori
_brought with them from their native country. Witha
soul elevated above a fond attachment to forms and ce-
-Temgnies, he inculcated that pure and unadulterated re-
lglon, for the preservation of which our fathers banish-
d-themselves into an uncultivated desert. In his're:
jeated progresses through the colonies, he was favour-
.éd with-the same success which attended _him on the
gther side of the Atlantic. He preached :from day to
day in thronged assemblies; yet his hearers never dis- ¥
covered the least weariness, but.always followed him .
ith increasing ardour. When in the pulpit every eye
'was fixed upon his expressive countenance; every-€ar
yas charmed with his.melodious voice; all sorts o per- .
‘sons were captivated with the proprxety and beauty of .
is'address. - o
“But it is not the fine speaker, the accomphshed or-
tor, that we are to celebrate from the sacred desk:
‘}heae engaging qualities, if not.sanctified by : diving -
grace, and consecrated to the service of heaven, are.
as the sounding brass, and the tinkling cymbal. -When -
" imisimproved, Jnstead of conveying’ bappiness. to-:
. \kind, they render-us more-illustriously miserable. .
B “The gifts of nature, the acquisitionsgof art; wh
‘|ladorned the character of Mr. Whitefield, were devoted -
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he;honou) 'f Gad; abid-the enlargemento S kmgn
- divine: Re?ieemer While he preached the
: Holy: Ghost was sent-down to’ apply it to the
‘consciences:of the hearers; the eyes of the blind were

opened to-behold the glories of the. compassionate.Sa-

“vioar; the ears of the. deaf were unstopped, to attend.to
. the invitations of incarnate love; the dead were: ani-

~matedwith a divine principle of Ilfe many in all parts
- “of the :land -were turned from darkness to hght, and
“‘from'the power of satan unto God.

- “Those ‘doctrines which- we had been instructed in
from our infancy, by our faithful pastors, seemed to ac-
“quire new force, and were attended with uncommon suc-
cess 'when defivered by him. His discourses were not
trifling ‘speculations, but contained the most interesting
- truths; they were not an empty play of wit, but solemn'
addresses to-the hearts of men. ,

_.%To-convince sinners that they were by nature; chnl-
n‘of. wrath; by practice, transgressors of the dwme
s¥iw; and in consequence of this, exposed to the venge-

ance of offended heaven; to display the trancendent
excellency of ‘a Saviour, and persuade awakened mindg
to confide in'his metits and righteousness, as the only

* hopes of aguilty world; to impress upon the professors .

‘of ‘the gospel the neceqsnty, not only of outward refor-
" mation, biit an internal change, by the powerful influen- °
;ees of the Spirit; to lead the faithful to a Zealous prac-
‘tice of -the various duties of the christian life, .that they
‘may evidence the sincerity of their faith, and adorn the
‘octrine of God their Saviour. These were the relgn-
ing subjects of his pulpit discourses.

“He ‘was no contracted bigot, but embraced christians

 of .every denomination in the arms of his charity, and

“acknowledged them to be children of the same I'ather,
servants of the same Master, heirs of the same undefi-
led inheritanée.’

“4Thatl am not compllmentmg the dead, but speak-
- mg the words;of truth and soberness, I am persua.ded I
ba»ve many witnesses in this assembly. .




“He was always received by multitudés with plea-
ure when he favoured these parts.with his labours;  but

[Visit. Men of the first distinction in the proviace, not
nly attended, his ministry, but gave him the highest

eclare unto us the whole counsel of God! With what
i$ olemmty did he reprove us for our increasing degenera-

| rom whence we were fallen, and- repent and do our
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e never had a more obliging reception - than in his last -

imarks: of their respect. . With what faithfulness did he

. With what zeal did he exhort.us to- remember.

{first«works, lest God should come and remove our can- .

idlestick out of its place! ,
\| “Animated with a God-like design of promoting the
‘ttemporal and spiritual happiness of mankind, after the
anmple of his divine Master, he went about doing
ood. In this he persevered With unremitting ardour
od assiduity, till death removed him to that rest which
emains for the people of God. Perhaps no man, since
a‘ the apostohc age, preached oftener or with: greater stic-
| cess.

| |n_most amiable point of light. The polite gentlemans
the faithful friend; the engaging companion; above all,
'lthe sincere chrlshan, were visible in the whole of his
''deportment.

'“With large opportunities of accumulating wealth,
i |he never discovered the least tincture of avarice. What
:|he received from the kindness of his friends, he. gener-
{|ously employed in offices of piety and charity. His be-
{ |nevolent mind was perpetnally forming plans of exten-
|sive -usefulness. 'The orphan-house, which many years
. |ago he erected in Georgia, and the college he was foun-
|ding in that province at the.time of his death, will be
'[lasting monuments of his care, -that religion aud learn-
! ling might be propagated to future generations. .
“] have not, my brethren, drawn an imaginary por-
.| trait, but: ‘described a character exhibited in real fife. [

.| vastly above the common standdrd .1 cousider him

“If we view his private character, he will appear in_

| have not mentioned his natural abilities, which were -
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principally in’thie light of 4 christian, and a mibister of

Jesus Christ; in-which he stione with a superior lustre,
ds-a star of the first magnitude. =~ " ;
+ T« After all, 1'am’ not representing a perféct man; there
“are:spoty in the most shining characters upon earth.—
Biit this may~ bé said of Mr. Whitefield with justice,
thiat after the most public appeararces, for above thirty
years; and ‘the most c¢ritical examination of “his conduct,
" no othier blemish -could be fixed upon him, than what
' arose from the common frailties of human nature;, and
the peculiar circumstances which attended his first en-
trance-info public life, - ) a L
“The imprudencies of inexpetienced youth, he fre-
quently acknowledged from the pulpit, with a frankness
which will for ever.do honour to his memory. He took
care to: prevent any bad consequencés that might flow
from his unguarded censurés in the early days of his
" ‘ministry. ‘The longer he lived, the more he evidently
mcreased in purity of doctrine, in humanity, in meek-
ness, prudence, patience, and the other amiable virtues
of the christian life.”
-~ Another funeral sermon on Mr. Whitefield, was
preached by the Rev.”Mr. Ellington, at Savannah; in
Georgia, November 11, 1770, upon Hebrews xi. 26.—
«Esteeming the reproach of Christ greatéer riches than the
treasures of Egypt: for-he had respect. unto the recompense
of the rewaid.” In which are the following passages:*

" % Extract of a lettef from the late Rev. Cornelius Wik-.

ier, to the Rev. William Jay. -
.¢“You haye no conception of the effect of Mr. White«
" field’s deathupon the ihhabitants of the province of Geor-
- gia. All the'blagk cloth in the stores. was bought np; the
- pulpit and desks of the church; the branches, the organ.loft,
ithe pews of the governor and council, were covered with
- black. The governor and council in deep mourning, con-
vened at the state-house, and went in processionito church,
. and were recéived by the organ playing a funeral dirge.—
3 *T'wo funeral sermens were -preached, one by the Rev. Mr:

-
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.:“The receiving the: me]ancholy news of the ‘much
la" ented death of a ‘particular friend- to.the-province,
- & |person.who wasonce minister of this.church, is the’
reason of this discourse; and:my - .choice of the subject
before us is, to pay my. grdteful respect to the memory -
o this weil-known, able minister of the New Testa-
ment, and - faithful. servant of the most high God, the
Rev, ,George Whitefield, whose life was justly qsteemed
and whose death will be greatlj regretied, by the sin-
cere religious part of mankind of all denominations, as
*lopg as thiere is one remaining on-earth who knew him,
to recollect the fervour of spirit,-and holy zeal with
ich.he spake, when preaching the everlasting gospel;
al‘d every other part of his dlsmterested conduct, con-

ation. *Mr. Whitefield’s works pnalse him loud enough
I'am not-able to say any thing that cafi add greater lus-
tre to them: May everyone thati ministers in holy
things, and all who partake of their ministrations, have
equal I‘l_"’ht to the characteristic in the text, as he had."

'[«It is the ruling.opinion of ‘many, that the offence of -
the cross is long since ceased; and that whatever evil
treatment some of a singular turn may meet with, it is-
oply the fruit of their own doings, and the reward of
their own work, whereby they raise the resentment of
mankind against them for uncharitable slander; and spi-
fi{ual abuse. But whoever knoweth any thing of the

gospel, and hath experieiiced it to be the power of God
unto salvation, knoweth this is the language of persons
who are un'lcquamted with the depravity of: their na-
tire;.and through the degeneracy-of their: -hearts, are
o w1llmg to:be dlsturbed—therefore are saimg to the

E lmnrton, the- other by the. ; Mr. Zubly ? " See .Memtm'i'
of the Rev. Cornelius Winter, Letter xi. p. 104

i | The same; Qllbhc marks of regard were shown at one of

the churches n Philadelphia, of which Mr. Sproutt is pas-

tgr, which, by the desire of, the session and committee, wids

put in mourning. Also, at their desire dand expense,.the

bells of Chgist church, in that city, were rung mufiled.
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'-mmwters of- Chmst, prophecy -unto us emooth thittgs,.—
- “'But ‘the ministérs of the gospel are to-be sons-of thun-
_ der, and so-to utfer their voice, and cenduct their lives,

as to prove the nature of their work..

~«Qur dear and: reverend friend was hlgh]y honoured
for many years, in being-a happy instrument to do this
successfully. With what holy zeal he proceeded, long

- hefore he was publicly ordained to. the sacred office,
. has been long attested; and no persen has been able, to

contradict the testimony. . No sooner did he appear in .

- the work of the sanctuar), but he’ soon .convinced-his

numerous auditories, that his - Almighty Lord, who had
given him the commission, had by his grace wrought
him for the self'same thiog; and through the Holy Spi-
rit aitending his endeavours, made him a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed.  One would think his great
success in his public labours, the frequent opportunities

- he embraced «of doing good, by the relief of people in-
‘distressing circumstances, every occasion he took to use

bis influence for the good of mankind; and the whole of-
his behaviour through a life of fifty- snx years, being, so

- far as the frailty of our present state would admit, un- -

blamable and unreproachable, should have exempted

"him from contempt. and reproach. But, quite the con-

trary: there was so near a resemblance with his bless-
ed Master, that obliged him to bear his reproach... He

"has suffered with him on earth; and he is now glorified

" 4vith him in heaven. He has Taboured abundantly, and

‘he has beéh as liberally reproached and maligned from

every quarter. Clergy and laity had whet their tongues
like a- sword agaionst himy, and bent tbeir bows to shoot
their afrows; but the Lord, amongst all, has known and
approved: his righteous, servant Though it is well

- . known, he has had opportumty long since to enjoy epis-

copal emolumeént; yet, in his opinion, and it will be
found he judged like a wise man, in_the:end, sinners,
through his instrumentality, being tumed ufito the Lord,
and becoming his joy and crewn of rejoicing, in the day .
of our Lord Jesus, was esteemed a greater honour than-
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sire: for the salvation of immortal souls, would'not admit
of | his being:confined: within -the district. of any walls;
th )ugh At must be acknowledged ‘he. never thought of

|

Ie
T
Iﬂ
m

" commencingsfield ‘preacher, tifl -his jnyidious enemics
reExsed him church pulpits, with md@mtxon of spmt
un

ecoming.thelowestand yulgar class of mankind, much
ss. men professing themselves preachiers of. godhness.
hough he has, throughout the whole course of his
nistry, given sufficient prodf of his inviolable attach-
ent to our ‘happy establishment, he was desirous to

countendnce the. image of Christ wherever he saw.it,.

we

w

hatever, should not destroy the blessed union; or pre--

; anygthmg this world could. afford hlm. Has longing de-

7

il knowiyg, that political - institutionss in: any natlon B

" vent the commuaion which ought to subsist’ throaghout
the holy cathalic church, between real and sincere
christians of all denominations, Some people may re-
t“am such a veneration for apostolic phrages, as to sup-
pc se'they ought not to be applied to other per:ons." Sor-

Ty

am I to observe, that few deserve the application of

them.  But of Mr. Whitefield we may- say, with.the

St

rictest truth, in journeyings often, -in perils of water,

in perlls of - robbers; in penls of his own countrymen,’ in

perils in the cnty, in perils in the wilderness, in perils.in

. the sea, in perils among: false brethren, in weariness and

Pa

G

infulness, he' hath approved himself a minister of
od. . All.who knew: afid were acquainted with him,

sdon discovered in him every mark of good sense and

g

enlivening and entertaining,'and at the samé time so in-j
ractive and edifying, that no person with the least de- -

st
g
p
. Ot
t}

P

od manners. ' His compény and conversation were so

ree of common sense could behave. improperly in his
esence. In him met, which we do not oftén meet in
e person, the finished and complete geitleman, and
e real and true christian. Why then did he take
easure in reproaches, and submit to the taunts and in-

sults both of the.vulgar and. .politer part of mankind?—

e had respect to'the recompence of ‘reward. Though
1e behever’s work will never entltle him to a reward
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 desive to render so ething - to the Lord.: What'
thou. have -me’ to do? is the- incessant inquity. of

that ,oul who by ‘the- merits of the’ Redeemer’s death,

-;.,preclous blood is ledeemed from

undefiled, and - th;\t fadeth not away. Faith operates
by good works: and let all the men of ;the world, say. to

. ihe .contrary, .or put ever so base a. ‘construction, upon

ir-doctrine; it will evidence itself by these good fruits,
‘was from these principles. that Mr. Whitefield acted,
they were-productive of the desired effect, not Only

- jp.alms-givings this was but a small matteg, when com-

pared with the happier and more important attempt
which he made for the good of mankind, at the hazard
of his.life, and the expence of an unblemlshed charac-
ter. . How he has preached with showers of stories, and
many other instruments of malice. and. -revenge about.

‘his ears, many of his surviving fneuds can yitness, But

“having the salvation, of sinnefs at heart, and a great

desire to rescue them from the: power of : eternal ‘death,
‘he resolved to spend and be spent for the service of, pre-

cious and immortal ‘souls; and spared no pains, and re-
fused no labour, so_that he mw’T\t but administer to their
real and eternal good. And- glory be to.our good God,

‘héthath persevered and, endured to.the énd of his llfe,
‘having respect unto the recompence of the reward. Sure-

“ 1y nothing else could support him under such: a weight

" of care, and enable him, amidst it all, for so many years,

‘bear it with so much cheerfulness. The worthy in-

. habitants of. this provmce do not want my attestation, ei-
ther to the loss the province has sustained, or to the de-

sire he has had for its prosperity. His indefatigable

‘endeavours to promote it, and the many fervent pray-

_:ers,bhe has night. and day offered for it,. speak loud

‘enough., Happy omens we would hope in fa.vour of it .
‘both as to its temporal increase, and spmtuml prosperi-
'ty May God raise up some useful men t6% supply, ‘his

T

place, and carry on unto perfection what he hath 5o dxs~=
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mterestedly begun, that the institution he has founded
in thls provmce may be .of pubhc utxhty to the ~
pns eri

. “As to- lns death little more ean he’ smd 'of it, than -
bas/been’ commumcatedio the public already. He died
hk( a hero'in the fiéld of battle—he has been hghtmg"
the battles of the Lord of hosts npwards of thirty years
agdinst the world, sin, and satan—and he has been a
conqueror—he has fought successfully—many, very ma~

‘ ny, converted sininers are_the trophies of his victory: ™ .
Bq now his warfare is accomphshed the. captain of his
salyation has granted him a djscharge, he has entered .
intp_ his everlasting rest, and-is reaping the benefit of a
1ifd sincerely dedicated 1o’ the service of the once. cru-

" cified, but now exalted "Jesus. - He preached the day
beFore his decease: though his death was sudden, he
was not surprised.” The morning of his departure, not .
mrmy “hours before his spirit- took its flight to the re-
gions of bliss, he prayed to the God of hissalvation,
and committed his departing soul into his hands, as
h faithful Creator, and all merciful Redeemer. Soon
after, e said, ‘I am near my end’—then fell asleep——-he
fa ated and dled——not oune sigh or groan—the Lord heard -

his prayer, and granted his request, and gave him an’
asy dismission out of time into eternity. Sudden dgath

“was his desire, and sudden death was to him sudden’ glo-

ry. He has fought the good fight: few, if any, since

the aposﬂes, have been moré extensn?ely useful; or la-
boured more. abundantly. 'T'housands, I beheve, I may

f ith propriety say, in England, Scotland, and Americagé"

have great reason to bless God for his ministrations; for
h]e hath travelled far_and wide, proclalmmg the glad .

: t diogs of salvation through faith in a crucified Saviour,

dorable Emmanuel, make thou'up the loss of him to
thy church and people' Let a double portion of thy
‘spmt be poured out upon the remaining ministers! -Let
that holy fire, which ‘barnt so bnght ‘in thy departed E
servant, warm ‘each of then' hearts. And, O thou L ’1,
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the harvest, Send, fort:h more such true.a d‘*faithful :
. reps. into thy harvest!”
/- Many funeral discourses were predched for him dt
" hote and abroad In* that" by - tbe, Rev. D, 'Edwaris,
November 11,.1770; on Hebrew: jXi. 4. «“By it he being
,dead, et speaketh’ —is" given the character of Mr
~ Whitefild as follows:— - .
1. “The ardent;love he bore to the Lord Jesus Chnst.
o was remarkable. This divine prmcnple constrained -him
" to ‘an ‘unwearied application ‘in the servide of the gos-
pel; ‘and transported him,.at times, in the eyes of some,
) fbeyond the bounds of sober reason. He was contentto.
be a fool for Chrisis. sake; to be despised, so Christ
' mlght be -honeured; to be: nolhmg that Jesus might be all
insall,” He'had sich a sense of the incomparable excel-
lénce of the person of Christ; of his adorable conde-
‘scension’in ‘taking ‘our ‘nature. upon him, and enduring
the curses of the holy law; his complete suitableniess
and sufficiency, as the wnedom, righteousness, sanctifica-
tion;-and ‘rredemption-of ‘his:people, that he could never
ay enough of him. 'Hé wasiso convinced of the hdppy
‘tendenicy and eflicacy of this principle in his own’ mmd
that ‘he tiade use of it, and proposed it to others, in
the rooin of a thousand arguments whenever lie would
lncujcate the most: unreserved obédience to the ‘whole
will of 'God, or stir up helievers to_a “holy dlhgence in
adormng the docires of God our Saviour in Allthings,
Inspired by this principle, nothmg fnghtened or flatter-
et him- froin ‘his duty. ‘
“#¥.9. GAnothier pleasing ingredient in-his character, and
_ asureevidence of the former, was love to the'souls of
- mankind. ‘He rejoiced ‘in'their prosperity ‘as ohe‘that -
had found great great spoil; and with St. Paul, was wil- .
ling'to'spend-and be spent in promotmg ‘their- happmess.
He loved all who loved Jesus Christ in siricerity, how-
éver they:might differ in ‘some. circumstantials. - He -
braced all ‘opportunities to‘expose the- mahgnaut léa-
‘a party, and to remove’ prejudxces and mlsappre‘ ’




when under the influence of a sectarian humour
{5 “His attachment to the great doctrines of the gos-
. pel was inflexible; having known their worth, and ex-
perienced ‘their power in his own heart, he plamly saw
th t though they were unacceptable to the carnal heart,
yet they bore the plain impress of the infinite wisdom
of God. Those important truths, which tended to hum-
Ll? the sinner, to exalt Christ, and promote holiness in
art and life, were his darling subjects. He did not
dl guise gospel truths by some artful sweetening, to -
render them more palatable to. men of corrupt minds:
he studied to preach the word. in its purity, plainness,
and simplicity. The warmth of his zeal disgusted ma-
‘ny who make a mlghty outery about candour and cha-
rity, and are willing to extend it to every sentiment, ex-
cept the truths in which the apostles gloried. 1t was
his love to the truths of God, and the souls of men, that -
Ted him to expose those who plead for the rectitude and
1cellency of human nature; deny the proper Godhead of
Jesus Christ.justification by faith in his ughteousnessnmpu-
ted, on the new birth; and the ahsolute necessity of the
operatiouns of the Holy Ghost. Faith and holiness were
ever united together:in his system, in opposition to
those who pretend to faith without obedience to the law
of God as a rule of life.  He knew errors,in the great
truths of the gospel are hot indifferent, but dreadful and
fatal; he knew it was not “candour and charity to
say that errors in judgment are not hurtful, but the
rreatest unmercifulness and cruelty; therefore he often
yeproved such sharply.
“Although he was so -tenacious of the foundation-
ruths of the gospel, yet none  more candid in things
that are not essential; herein he was full of gentléness
and forbearance. In things indifferent he became all
things to all men.
4. “To the foregoing particulars in Mr. Whlteﬁeld’s
s¢haracter, I may add his zeal. His christian zeal was
' lke the lighi - of the sun, which did warmy shine and
2¢
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_cherish, but knew not ‘how to destroy; full of get :
’ phllanthropy and benevolence, his zeal made hi)

. ng. earnést and importunate in his qddresses to saints

and sinners. " His zeal returned blessings for' curses, and
- prayers for ill treatment—it kindled in him 4 becoming
- indignation against the errers, follies, and sins of the
time—it led him to weep bitterly over.those who would
not-be persuaded to ‘fly from the wrath to come—it
"made him bold and intrepid in the cause of God, and
kept him' from that flatness and -deadness which Ais too
visible in some good ministers. 1In those things he was
"an-example to ministers of every denomination; and if
the limits of my. discourse would admit, [ could mention
many things, as to his charity to the poor, his humility,-
&e,
On Sunday, November 18, 1770, the Rev. John Wes-
" ley preached his funeral sermon at the chapel in Tot-
- tenham-court-road, and at the tabernacle,® from Num-
_ bers xxiit 10, “Let me die the death of the righteous, and
- let my last end be like his.” Aund in the sermon, after
-’ giving some particulars of his life dnd death, Mr. Wes-
-Iev says —_
1. “We are next to take some view of his characier.
Alittle sketch of this was soon after his death, publish
. édin the Boston Gazette, an extract of which is subjoin-
ed. - Little can be said ‘of him, but what every friend
to vital christianity, who has sat under his ministry, will
assert. In his public labours he has for many years as-
tonished the world with his eloguence and devotion.
With what divine pathos did he persuade the impenitent
,sinner to embrace-the practice of early piety and vir-

"% Loondon Chronicle, November 19, 177€. “Yesterday

théﬂ%ev. Jobn Wesley preached a funeral sermon on Mr.

' Whitefield’s death, in the morning, at Tottenham-court cha-
pel; and’in the evening, at the tabernacle: the inside of
each place was lined with black cloth, and an escutcheon
bung an the pulpits. The multitudes that went with a de-
sign to hear the sermon exceed all belief, The chapel and
tabernacle were both filled as soon as they were opened.”
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' \fue: filled with the spirit of grace, he spoke from the.

heart.with a fervency of zeal perhaps unequalled since .
the days of the apostles; adorned the truths he déliv-
eréd with the most graceful charms of rhetoric and or--

‘atory. From the pulpit he was unrivalled in the com-

mand of,an ever-crowded auditory. "Nor was he léss

agreeable and instructive in his private conversation:

.{|happy in a remarkable ease of address, willing {0 com-

municate, studious to edify. May the rising genemtlon
catch a spark of that flame which shone with such dis-

 [tinguished lustre in the spirit and practxce of thls falth-
| fal servant of the most bigh God.

. %A more particular nnd equally just character of

. hlm has appeared in one ‘of the English papers, London
.|Chronicle, November 8, 1770. 1t may not be disagree«
'|able to you to add the substance of this likewise. The -
|character of this truly pious person, must be deeply im-

pressed on the heart of every friend to vital religion,
‘In spite of a tender and delicate constitution, he coutia-
ued to the last day of his life, preaching with a frequen-

.|cy and fervour, that secemed to exceed the natural
/| strength of the most robust. Being called to the exer-:
| cise of his function at an age when most youug men are

only beginning to qualify themselves for it, he had not

;| time to make a very considerable progress in the learn~

ed languages: but this defect was amply supplied by a

lively and fertile genius, by fervent zeal, and by a, for-
;| midable and most persuasive delivery. And though in

the pulpit he often found it needful, by the terrors of

| the Lord to persuade men, he- had nothmg gloomy in

his nature, being singularly cheerful, as well as charita-
ble and tender—hearted He wasas ready to relieve the
bodily as spiritual necessities of those that applied to
him. It ought also'to he ohserved, that he roastanﬂy

-enforced upon his audience every ‘moral ‘duty, particu-

larly industry in their several callings, and obedience to
their superiors. He endeavoured by ‘the most extraor-
dinary efforts of preaching in different places, and even

{| ia the open fields, to rouse the lower class of people,




MEMOIRS OF '1‘HL

‘250,

from the last degree of inattention and ignorauce, fo a
_a'sense of’religion. -For this, and “his other. Igbours,
the name-of GEorGE WriTerELD wWill  long® be remem-
bered with esteem aed veneration.
‘3. “That both these accounts are just and lmparhal
_ will readily be- allowed; that is, as far as they go: but
they go little further than the outside of his cﬁaracter

they show you the preacher, but not the man, the chris- -

tian, the sawit of God. May I be'permitted to add a lit-
tle on this head, from a personal knowledge of near for-
ty ye'trs" Indeed 1 am thoroughly sensible how diffi-
cult it is to speak on 0 delicate a subject; w hat | pru»
dence is required-to avoid both extremities, to say nei-

- ‘ther too little nor too much!” Nay, I Know it is impos- |

blble to speak at all, to say either less ormore, without

incurring from some the former, from others the latter

censure. Some will seriously think that too little is
"said; and others that it is too much: but without attend-

ing to this, T will speak just what 1_know before Him to
» whom we are all to give an account.

4, “Mention has been already made of his unparal-

Jeled zeal, his indefatigable activity, his tender-heart-
“edness to the efflicted, and charitableness towards the
poor. But should we not likewise mention his deep
gratitude to all whom God had used as instruments of
good to him?—of whom he did not cease to speak in

_ ‘the most respectful manner, even to his dying day.—
“Should we not mention that he had a heart susceptible

" of the most generous, and the most tender friendship?
I have frequently thought that this, of all others, was
the distinguishing part of his character. How few
“have we known of so kifid a temper, of such large and
ﬂowmg affections. Was it not principally by 1his, that
the hearts of others were so strongly drawn and knit to
him? “Can any thing but love beget love? This shone
in his very countenance, and continually breathed in all
his words, whetlier,in public or private. Was it not. this

“which, quick and penetralting as lightning, flew from

4
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rt to heart? Whlch gave that llfe to. hls sermons,
his conversation, his letters? Ye aré witnesses.

{|5. “But away with the vile mjsconstru,ctlon of men of
corrupt minds, who knew of :no love but. what is earthly
aud sensual. Be it remembered at the same: time, that
he was endued with the most nice and unblemished mo-
desty. His office called him to converse very frequent-
)y and ]argely with women as well as men, and those of
every age and condition.. But his whole behaviour. to:
wards them was a practical comment on that advice of

' St. Paul to Tlmotby, “Entreat the elder women as mo-

thers, and the younger as sisters, with all purity,”
. “Mean time, how suitable:to"the friendliness, of his.
mt was the frankness and openness of his conversa-
h‘}n? Although it was as far removed from rudeness on
the one hand, as from guilt and disguise on, the other.—
WLas not this fmnkneas at once a fruit and a proof of
his courage and intrepidity? Armed with these, he

speech to persons of every rank and condition, high
and low, rich and peor; endeavourin? only by manifes- .
tation of the truth, to commend hnmselt to every man’s
cgnscience in the snght of God.

7. “Neither was he "afraid of labour or pains, any
more than of what a man could do unto him, being equal-

- “Patient in bearing ill, and; doing well.”

“And this appeared in the steadiness wherewith he
pursued whatever he undertook for his Master’s 'sake—
withess one instance for all, the orphan-house in Geor-
gia, which he began and perfected in spite of all dis-&
couragements. _ladeed, in whatever concerned hlmself :
he was pliable and: ﬂexxhle In this case he was easy -
tg be entreated, easy to be either convinced or persua-

‘ded; but he was immovable in the things of Gad, or

gvherever his conscience was concerned. None' could
persuade, any more than affright him, to vary in the
le ast point from that mtegrlty which was inseparable
24% .

feared not the faces of men, but used great plainness.of
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"from his whole character,’ and rewulated -all hns words
~ and actions. Herein he did . . :

“Stand as an iron pillar strong, .
" And steadfast asa wall of brass,”

8. “If it be mqulred what was the foundatxon of this
integrity, or of his sincerity, courage, patience, and ev-
ery other valuable and amiable quality? it is easy to
give the answer. . It was not tlie excellence of his na-
tural temper—not the strength of his understanding—it
was not the force of education—no, nor the advice of
his friends. It was no_other than faith in a believing
Lord; faith of the operation of God. It was a lively hope
«of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fa-
deth not away. It was the love of God shed abroad in
his heart by the Holy Ghost which was given unto him,
filled his soul with tender, disinterested love to every
child of man. From this source arose that torrent of
- eloquence which frequently bore down all before it.
From this that astonishing force of persuasion, which
the most hardeneéd sinners could not resist. This it was.
which often made his head as waters, and his eyes a
fountain of tears. This it was which enabled him to pour
out his soul in prayer, in a manner peculiar to himself,
with such fulness and ease united together, with such

' strength and variety both of sentiment and expression.

9. u may close this head with observing, what an
.honour it pleased God to put upon his faithful servant,
by allowing him to_declare his everlasting gespel in so
many various countries, to such numbers of people,
and with so great an eﬁ”ect on so many of their preclous

" souls!”- .

" On the same day, November 18, 1770; the Rev. Hen-
ry Venn, A. M. rector of Yellmg, in Huntmgdonshlre,
.and chaplain to the right honourable the earl of Buch-
.an, preached a sermon gt the countess of Huntingdon’s
.chapel, at Bath, on Isaiah viii. 18, ¢“Behold I, and the

- children whom the Lord hath given me, are for signs and
,J‘br wonders. in dsvaely from the Lord of Hosts, which
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dwelleth in Mount Zion.” The fo]lowmg hymn was
sunq:—-- : R

L
¢hil
Is;

the

1. Servant of God well done!
- Thy glorlous Warfare s past, }
. Thier battle’s fought, the race is won}
- And thou art crown’d at last:
Of all thy heart’s desire,
Triumphantly possest,
Lodg’d by the ministerial quire
In thy Redeemer’s breast.

2. In’ condescendmg love.
Thy ceaseless prayer-he heard,
And bade thee suddenly remove
To thy complete reward:
Ready to bring theépeace,
" Thy beanteous feet were shod,
When mercy sigh’d thy soul’s release
And caun'ht thee up .to God. . -

3. Wlth saints enthron’dson hlg’h ,

Thou dost thy Lord proclaim,

And still to God salvation cry,
Salvation to the Lamb!

" O happy, happy soul,

In ecstasies of praise,,

Long as eternal ages.rolk
Thou seest thy Saviour’s face,

4. Redeem’d from earth and pain}’
~ Ah! when shall we ascend,
And all in. Jesu’s presence ieign
With our translated friend!
Come, Lord, and. quickly come!
-~ And when in thee complete,
Receive thy longing servants home,
To tnumph at thy feet!

f Mr, thteﬁeld Mr. Veon says —“Though the-'
dren of Christ are all for signs- and for wonders in
el,yet do they differ as one star ditfereth from ano-

glory Talents, grace; and zeal, eminent-
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1y dignify some, and draw the eyes of men upon them
In the foremost of this rank, doubtless, is the Rev. Mr.
Whitefield to be placed for his doctrine was the doc-
trine ‘'of ‘the Reformers, of the Apostles,and of Christ—
it was the doctrine of free, grace, of God’s everlasting
love. Through Jesus. he: preached .the forgiveness of
sins, and perseverance in holy living, through his faith-
fulness and power engaged to-his people. And the doc-
trines which he preached, he.eminently adorned by his
zeal,-and by his works. - For, if the greatness, extent,
success, and disinterestedness of a man’s labour, can
give him distinction amongst the children of Christ, we
are warranted to afirm; that scarce any one of his min-
isters, since the apostles” days, has exceeded-—scarce
any one has equalled Mr. Whitefield. «

What a sign and wonder was this man of God in the
greatness of his-labours! One cannot . but stand afiiaz-
ed that his mortal frame could, for the space of thirty
years, without mterruptlgn, S'l%t‘lm the-'weight of them.
For what is so trying'to the human frame, in youth es- -
pecially, as long-continued, frequent'and violent straining
of the lungs? Who, that knows their siructure, would
think it possible, that a person, little above the age of
maxhood, should speak in the compass of a single week,
and that - for yearsjii general, forty bours, and in very
- many weeks sixty, and that to theusands; and after this
labour, instead.of taking any rest, should be offering up
prayers, lmer'ééssmns, with hymns and spiritual songs,
. as his manner was, in every house to which he was invi-
“ted. The histery of the church of Christ affords but
very few instances of men thus incessantly employing
their whole strength, as it were; every breath they
drew, in the business of their sacred, function. And the
truth is, that, in point of labour, this extraerdinary ser-
vant of God did as much in a few weeks, as .most of
those who exert themselves are able to do in:the space .
of a year, -Thus labouring: not by fits. or starts, but
with censtancy, perseverance, and ardour unabated, his
mortal frame, about nine years since, began sink up-
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'der he welght of much work. If with the length and
freq ency of Mr. Whitefield’s ‘preaching; - we consider
“the Intenseness of voice and spirit with which he spoke,
the greatness of his labours will appear perfectly aston-

ishidg. - He knew not how to speak with less zeal, in
his vtho]e mann€r,, than became: the subject of his dns-
course. The total ruin of the huian race'by the fall,

-the‘ ‘omplete recovery of believers in Christ; his d_ymg -
Jove, and the unsearchable richés of his grace, fo be

knosyn: experzmentally in -this life, though fully to be

(]Hp ayed in the next; and the infatuation of sinners,

led eaptive by their lusts, down to the chambers of death.

'The e grand truths, of more weight than words cadn
pam ‘fired his whole soul; ; they transported him as much
as €3 rthly spirits are tnnepm ted into vehemence, when-
theyT contend personally for their own property; he
cried out, therefoxe, as his dear Lord was wont to do,
with|a voice audible to an amazing -distance. Heunce,
in a fthousand instances, where the cause of God more
coolly pleaded, would have heen neglected, he gained it
a hepring, and carried the day: for the unusual earnest-
ness|of the speaker roused the most stupid and lethar-
gic; |it compelled them to feel—the matter must be mo-
- mentous, indeed, which the speaker was urging, as a
man |would plead for his own life. Early and often his
‘body suffered for this violent .exertion of his strength:
Eax]t and often his inside has bled a considerable quan-

tity, [and cried out, spare thyself; but, prodigal of life, in
the | best of causes, he would give himselFno rest, ex-
pecting very soon to finish his course, and infinitely de-
siroys to save the souls condemned to die—he perished..
Tbouvh‘ this may be blamed as an excéss, it was an ex-
cess far above the reach of a selfish mmd oran ordmary
faith|
“Equal to the greatness and intenseness of his Ta-
bours, was their extent. The abilities and grace of
most teachers have full employ in a small district, nor
haye common men talents for- more. But, when God’
llgh[tu up in the breast, an apostolic zeal for his own
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-g]ory, an apostolno love for the souls of men, it seeniy
reasonable to conclude, such.an instrunient is desngned
for the most exiensive usefiilness;

“Accordingly the gompass of ‘Mr. Whlteheld’s la- .
bouts, exceeds. any thing that others can-pretend”to.—
Not only in- the sonth, the, west, and -north of England,
did he lift-up;his voice, saying; repent, for the kingdom
of ‘heaven 13 icome, but in Wales, in: Scothmd, in_ Ire-

- Jand,-and. America, from Georgia to..Boston, vast multi-
_ tudes in-€ach:country were, wntnesse= -of his- zeal for ‘the
salvation of souls. . . S
“And ‘te crown all, he was gbundantly quccetsful in
*his vast -labours, andy disinterested too, The seals to
his ministry,-from first to-last, I am persuaded; are more
than could;be credited, could the number be fixed, This
is certain, his amazing popularity was only from his use-
fulness: for he no sooner opened his mouth as a preach-
er, than God commanded an extraordinary blessing upon
-his word. The people were so deeply impressed with
the sense of divine things, from what he delivered,
that, to his own great surprise, they followed him'
from church to church, until the }arge%t churches in
London could no louger contain a fourth part of the
erowds,. whlch pre.ssed to hear the word of God from
- hislips.

- “Should any siie say, few in companson, besides the
low, ignorant, common people, were his followers, I
would answer, the souls of the poor-and ignorant, are
-to the full 'as'precious as those of the rich and learned;
and the mob have shewn: the justest discernment, and

. have receiyed the truth; whilst men of wealth, learning,
and education, have trampled it under their feet Wit
__-ness_the chlef scribes and pharisees, who-rejected both
~"tHe baptist and the Saviour, when the common people jus:
- tified God, and gave them both the honour of being sent
..~from him. -Indeed, in every age, wee see the scripture
, fulﬁlled—not many rich, not many mighty, not many
wise men after the ﬁesh, are called; but God hath cho
sen the poor, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom.
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“However, when the ﬁerceness of prejudice was
worn! off; numbers, who at first despised him, taught to
do'sg b_y gross-slanders, were -happy ander, his ministry.
Aad this honoui was put upon "him even to the last.—
He h d a much larger audience statedly ‘to - hear him
than'gny man in the whole - kingdom, -perhaps - in all
Christendom.

““Arjd that this vast multitude of people were gather-
ed, just as the primitive churches of Christ; by the truth
they heard, and the spiritual benefit they "received un-
der his word; is evident beyond a reasopable doubt.
For, i % you trace his progress through the various cities

and countries where he preiched the gospel, you will
hnd,. the case was with St: Paul,so it was with thisservant
of Christ, many were turned by bim from darkness to light,
from the. power of Satan unto God, receiving remission of
their sins; and an inheritance among those that are sanc-
tified hmugh faith'in Christ. qumre of the effects of his
labours from the only proper judges, those who live in
the religious world; and they will aver, that many with-
in th%xr own know]edge, small as that circle must be,
confess they owe their ownselves to this faithful witness =
for h Lord. ‘Added to this, that the letters he received
of gr teful acknowledgments from persons of all ages
and condntmns in life, for the spiritual blessings hve had
conveyed to them, would fill volumes. Nay, it is-a
well: known fact, that the conversion of men’s souls has
been the frait of a single sermon from his lips; so emi-
was he mfide of God afisher .of men. But he -

) rs;*for th‘ough a vast multitude, which must ever
be the case with those whom God is pleased remarkably
to own, followed him, he had still no ambition to stand
at the head of a party. ~His great object was, to exalt
Christ crucified; and when his hearers were brought to
the knowledge "of salvation, his point was gained, and
his soul was satisfied. Hence, neither in his sermons
nor more private exhortations, did hecast disparaging
"reﬂe ctions upon other preachers of Christ, ‘No base
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suggestlon dropt from his mouth, as if to dnﬁ"er from
1 higi must be owing: to blindness in the judgment, or cold-

néss of heart for the interests of holiness. Truly cor-
dial and catholic in his love for all who appeared to
love the Lord: Jesus in . sincerity, he never desired to
see his congregation increased by those who had evan-

. gelical pastors of-their own.

roof ‘'of his disinterestedness, consider
“by his labours. The scourge of the

tongue was let-Toose upon him, and_ his name was load-
ed with the foulest calumnies; he was often in tumults,
‘and more than once in danger of his’ life, by the rage

. of the people: he wore himself away in the service of
souls; and - when he died, he died - quite exhausted by
much speaking; but in hlS death he received an.imme-
diate answer to - his own prayer, ‘that if it were cobsis-
tent with the divine will, he mlght finish that day his
Master’s work.’

“For such a life, and such a death, though in tears
under our great loss, we .must yet thank God.. And
though we are allowéd to sorrow, because we shall ne-
ver see or hear him again, we ‘must rejoice that mil-
lions have heard him so -long, so often, and to much .
good effect; that out of this mass of people 'multitudes
are gone before him, we doubt not, to hail his entrance
into the world of glory; and that in every period of
life, from childhood to hoary age, many ef his children

- in the Lord are still to follow; all to be his crown of re-
joicing: the only  effectual, everlasting confutation of
his adversaries; that he ran not in vain, por laboured
.in vain.” -

- Many more sermons were preached on Mr. Whlte- |
field’s death, by the Rev. Messrs Whitaker and Smith,
“of Charleston Sproutt of Philadelpha; Langford, Elli-
‘ .ott, &c. &c.
To be the subject of so many funeral sermons, both
home and abroad, is something singular, though quite
“suitable to his extraordmary manner of life.”- But it
was still more singular to have a sermon preached up-
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en his personal and ministerial character, in his own
life-time, and when he was but twenty-six years of age.
This sertnon was preached by the Rev. Josiah Smith of

- Charleston, South Carolina, and was published at Boston,
with a recommendatory preface by the Rev. Dr. Cole- .
man and the Rev. Mr. Cooper, in the year 1740. Of
this it is| worth while to make a short extract, after all
that has been said; that by comparing it with the fu-
neral segmons, the reader may see how: consistent and
uniform*Mr, Whitefield’s. conduct - was; from- that early
period of his ministry, till his death.

Having mentioned his doctrine, original sin, justifica-
tion by faith alone, regeneration, the work of the Spi-
rit in th‘ heart—Mr. Smith adds, “as to the manner of
his preaching, with what a flow of words did he speak
to us, upon the great concern of our souls! Iu what a
flaming light did he set out eternity before us! How
earnestly did he press Christ upon us! How close,
strong, and pungent were his applications to the con-
science;| mingling light and heat; pointing the arrows

“of the Almighty at the heart of; sinners, while he pour-
ed in‘the balm on the wounds of the contrite! How
bold and| courageous did he look! He was no fiatterer.
He taught the way of God in truth, and regarded not.
the persons of men. The politestand most modish of
our vices he struck at, the most fashionable eatertain-
ments; regardless of every one’s preseace, bat His in
whose nﬁme he spalke. _ oo
¢As tp his personal charactér, while he preaches up
faith alane in our justification before God, he is careful
to maintain good works. These things the grace of
God teaches us; and how much of this doctrine has he
transcribed into his life!. How rich has he been in all
good works! What an eminent pattern of piety to-
wards God! How holy and unblamable in all conver:, ..
sation and godliness! How seasoncd, how much to the™ -
use of edifying, all his discourses! How naturally does.
_he turnp them to religion! How much is he given to de:
25 :
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votion hnmSelf and how does he. labour to excnte it in
others! .

“He affects no party in reho'lon, nor sets hlmself at
thehead of any. He.is not bngotted to the lesser rites .
and forms.of religion, while zealous enough in-all its
essentials.. He professes love to good men of every. de-
nomination. His heart seems set upon doing good. He
goes about his great Master’s work with diligence and
».ipphcatmn, and® with such cheerfulness, as would make
one in love with a life of religion. ~He is proof. against
reproach and invective. When he..is: reviled, he
revileth not again; but prays heartily .for all hlS ene-
mies.

- «He renders to all their due. While zealous for the
things of God, is-a friend to Cesar. And for charity, as
it consists in compassion and acts of beneficence, we
have few men like-minded. Had he been under any
criminal influence of a mercenary temper—had he col-
lected for himself in his journies, under the pretext of
doing it for the poor, as he was slanderously reported,
he had certainly a fair,opportunity to enrich himself.—-
But we have seen, and plain fact cannot be denied,
that he cast all into the treasury, and serves-the tables
of the poor with jt.. Strolling and vagabond orphans,
without father, and‘without mother, without purse, and
without friend, he seeks out, picks.up, and adopts into
his family. He is now. building accommodations, and
laying the best foundation for their support and mainte-
nance.”

Such is the character given by Mr. Smith. - He had
-the satisfaction of witnessing the upright conduct of Mr,
Whitelield to the eud of his life. Also, in his funeral
sermon he says, alluding to a visit he made to the or-
phan-house, “it was a scene that made me think 1 was in
- heaven.” ‘ :
= It appears, from a paper written by Mr. Whitefield,
that it he had lived to finish his imperfect manuscript,
sometimes quoted in these memoirs, the conclusion
“ 'weuld have been, “Reflections upon the whole, contain-
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ing arguments to prove the divinity of the work; and an-
swers to 5bje(':tidns against field-preaching—lay-preach-
ing—irreggularities—and the blemishes that have attend-
edit.” , ? :
His death preventing the execution of this design, we
could ’?‘ef?br the reader to what-has been published upon
the subject, by the Rev. Messrs. Jonathan Edwards,
Hobby, Shutliff, &c. S .
The “Rev. John Newton, late rector of St. Mary
Woeolnoth, London, - preached a sermon at Olney, No-
vvember‘ 11, 1770, on John v. 35. “He was o burning and
o shining light.” In which he speaks of Mr. Whitefield,
as folln"ys: “Some ministers are burning-and shining lights
‘in a peculiar and eminent degree. Such a one, 1 doubt -
not, was the servant of God, whose death we now la-
ment. (I have-had some opportunities of looking over
“the history of the church in past ages. 1am not back-
ward to sy, that T'have not read or heard of any -per-
son, since the apostiey’ days, of whom it may be more
emphatically said, ha was a burrning and shining light,
than the late Mr. Whitefield, whether we consider the
warmth of his zeal, the greatness of his ministerial ta-"
lents, or the extensive usefulness with which the Lord
honouqed him. I do not mean'to praise the man, but
the Lord, who furnished him, and made him what he"
was. |He wus raised yp toshine in a dark place. The
' state of religion, whea he first appeared in public, was
very low in our established church. [ speak the truth,
though to some it may be an offensive truth. The doc-
trines|of grace were seldom heard from the pulpit, and
the life and power-of godliness were little known. Ma-
ny of] the most spiritual among the dissenters were
mourging under the sense of a great spreading declen:
sion on their side. What a change has taken plac
throughout the land within a little more than thirty
.years, that is, since the time when the first set of ‘e~
spised ministers came to Oxford! And how much.oft
this change has been owing to God’s blessing on Mr.
-Whitefield’s labours, is well known to many who have:
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lived through this perlod ,ﬂanr] can hard!y be Jemed by
" those who are least willing to allow it.

“First—He was a bumurg light. He bad an ardent
~->zeal for God, an inflamed desire for the salvation of
sinners; =0 that no labours could-weary him, no-difficul-
ties or opposition discouraged him, hardly any’limits
could confine him—not content with the bounds of a
‘eounty, or a kingdom, this messenger of good tidings
preached the everlasting gospel'-in almost every con-
siderable place in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and
-throughout the DBritish empire in America, which is an
- extent of more than one thonsand miles. . Most of these
places he visited again and again; nor did he confine
Ais attention to places of note, but in the former part of
“his ministry, was ready to preach to few, as well,as to
many, wherever a door was opened; though in the lat-
ter p‘zrt of his lite, his frequert illeess, and the necessi-
ty of his more immediate charge, confinéd hitn more at
home.  In some of his most early excursions, the good
providence of God led him here; and many, | trust,
were made willing to rejoice in his light, and have rea-

son. to-bless God that ever they saw and heard him.
“Secondly—He was a shinmg light, His zeal was’
not like wildfire, but directed by sound principles, and
a sound judgment. In this part of his character, 1
would observe—1st. Though he was very young when
. he came out, the Lord soon gave him a very clear view.
“ of ihe go=pel In the sermons he published, soon after:
bis first appearance, there is the same evangehcal strain
.observable, as in those which he preached in his advan-
ced years. Time and observation, what he felt, and
<. what he saw, enlarged his experience, and gave his
o preaching an increasing ripeness and savour, as he
ew older in the work; but from first to last he preach-
| the same gospel, and was determined te know noth-
10g but Jesus Christ, ‘and him crucified. 2d.. His stead-
+-iness aud perseverance in the truth was the more re-
markable, considering the difficulties and snares he was
_sometimes beset with. But the Lord kept him steady,
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50" that neither the example, nor friendship, nor impor--
tunity of those he dearly -loved, were capable of moy-
ing him. - 3d. The Lord gave him a manner of preach-
ing, which| was peculiarly his own. He copied from
none, and I never met any one who could imitate him
with success. - They who attempted, generally. made
themselves disagreeable. His familiar address, the
power-of his action, his marvellous talent in fixing the
attention-elven of the most careless, I need not describe
to those who have heard him, and to-those who: have
not, the attempt would be vain. Other ministers
could. pre&ch the- gospel as clearly, and in general say
the sameithings; but; 1 believe, no man living could say
them in his way. Here 1 always thought him unequal-
led; :and 1 hardly expect to see his equal while [ live.
4th. . But that which finished his character as a shining
light, and|is now his crown of rejoicing, was the singu-
lar success which the Lord was pleased to give him.in
winning spuls.. What numbers entered the kingdom of
glory before him, and what numbers are now lamenting
his loss, who were awakened by his ministry! It seem-
ed as if he never preached in vain. Perhaps there is
hardly a|place, in all the extensive compass of his la-
bours, where some may not yet be found, who thankful-
iy acknowledge him_ for their spiritual father. Nor
was he |an awakening preacher only; wherever he
came, if he preached but a single discourse, he usually
brought |a season of refreshmeént and revival with him.
to those who had already received the truth. Great.as,
his immediate and personal usefulness -was, his ocasion-
al usefulness, if I.may so call it, was, perhaps, much
greater| Many have causeé to be thankfal for him, who
never saw or heard him, - T have always observed, that.
there v,ti:ts a something peculiar in his manner of preach- -
 ing,in which no person of sbund judgment would venture

other respects, a signal :and .happy pattern-and model -

to imita%tehim’-. But; notwithstanding :this, he :was, in

for'preachers. He introduced: a way- of close-and live-
1y application to the conscience, -fox--which,- I believe,
Tl > ' 25%
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many of the most admired and eminent preachers now
living, will not be ashamed, or.unwiiling to acknowledge
" themselves his debtor.”
.How highly-the Rev. William Romaine thought of
.. Mr. Whitefield, his own account of . his death will best
tell. “Look at the public loss! O what has the church
suffered in the sefting of that bright star, which had
shone so gloriously in our hemisphere. Mr. White-
field’s preaching is over—now he is praising. - We have
none left to succeed him: none of his gifts: none any
thing like him in usefulness.”

The Rev. Samuel Brewer, of Stepney, near London,
also preached a sermon on the occasion, which his mo-
desty would not permit him to print. And many min-
isters, both'in and out of the establishment, amorigst

. whom were the  Rev. William Romaine, the Rev. Mar-
tin Madan, the Rev. Dr. Gibbons, and the Rev. Dr.
Trotter, who, in their preaching and prayers, lamented
the loss of so eminently faithﬁﬁ, and uncommonly suc-
cessful a servant of God. :

CHAPTER XXII.

Letters on Mr Whitefield's . death His chardcter as
preacher, by the ‘Rev. Cornelius Winter, &ec. &e. Rev.
A M Toplady, and William Cowper, Esg.

THE following extract of a letter appeared in the
Georgia- Gazette, soon after Mr. Whitefield’s death:—

“The consideration of public calamities is never _out
of season;-and if properly attended to, as they ought to
be, will .afford matter-of great improvement to the
mind that views them as happening by the permission
of an unerring divine Providence. And as the loss of

' emment and public-spirited persons, who have sngnallyv
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distingulsbed themselves by serving “their country. in a.
free, disinterested, and generous manner, is- noné of
the least; so it deserveth a particular regard. - -

B thﬂs light [ look upon the very much lamented
death of |the late Rev. George Whitefield, especially in
respect to Georgia; for which he has demonstrated by
every mean in his power, a most uncommonly warm,
affectionate, and unabating regard, for near thirty-three
years past; I say, by every mean in his power, because
it is well|known that, until within a few years past, he
has been [constantly loaded with a heavy debt to sup-
port and carry on his benevolent institntion, the orphan-
house, which he frequently felt so severely, that had
pot that God, whom he faithfully served, supported him,
he must have sunk under the burden: notwnthstandmg
he was at the same time maligned,’traduced, and pesse-
cuted wxlth unrelenting vuulence, asa cheat an impos-
tor, and a public robber; who, under the specious pre-
tence of [promoting a charitable design, was amassing"
great wedlth to himself: all which he bore with an un-
comiion ¢ egree of patience; and never, to my knowl-
edge, saﬂl more, at these unmerited reproaches, than
that the great day would shew his accusers their mis-
take.

“Wheh he was stated minister of this parish, Wh!ch
was bef:[re the orphan-house was settied, his liberal

heart deyvised liberal things; and the then inhabitants
of Savagnah, of the villages of Highgate and Hamp--
stead, and of the other adjacent places; the Saltzburgh-
ers, of Ebenezer, the inhabitants of Darien and Frede-
rica, whp were at that time not inconsiderable in num-
ber, all| partook of his unbounded. bounty to a very.
large ount; although he then almost denied himself
the nec«lnsanes of life,” with which 1 was mt|mately ac-
quamtec . In short, it was his whole study, in imitation
of his great Master, to do good to the bodies, as well as
‘to the souls of all about him.

- “He constantly performed divine service publicly ve-
ry_éarly every morning, and at the close of the day ev-
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ery evening, throughout the year, that he mlght not
interrupt the new colonists_in their-labour in the day-
time, when he always expounded part of the firstor
_second lesson. Every Sunday he administered the holy
. communion, and had public service four times, and his con-
~ gregations were very numerous, in comparison of the num-
ber of people in his parish; for though there were ma-
ny dissenters, there were few. absentees; besides, he
_ made it his daily practice to visit in rotation from house
to house, without any regard to religious denominations,
or party distinctions, which he often told me he thought
.a very important and indispensable part of a minister’s
duty, as by that means he had an opportunity -of fre-
quently dropping a word in season, as well as of being
better acquainted with the spiritual and temporal-cir-
cumstances of his pamshloners, and thereby, as far as
in his power; of assisting them in both. Thus he acted
as a parish ‘minister, considering himself as the stew-
ard of God, and accountable for every moment of time,
which he had solemnly dedicated to his service. And
it is no- wonder; when, by a series of divine providen-
ces, his sphere of action became more enlarged and
unconfined, that his zeal and activity were proportlon-
ed.

“These facts, of which there are some now. ]lvmg be-
sides 'myself, who can witness to the truth of- them, I
think it my honour and indispensable duty to communi-
cate.to the public, in memory of my very dear deceased
friend.

I could with great truth say much more, but I pur-
posely confine my observations to his conductin Geor-
gia, where his memory appears to be deeply engraven .

" on-the hearts of its grateful inhabitants,

“The very honourable and truly respectful notice the’
. legislature have ‘publicly shewn to it, by causing the pa-
- rish- church in this town to be-so decently and hand-
somely hung in.mourning, and their attending as a body
last Sunday on divine service, strongly mark their real,
concern for their loss, - The rector, the' Rev. Samuel
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Frink, gave a very suitable discourse in the morning,
fron: Ph.ilipians i. 23, 24; and the Rey. Edward Elling-
ton, another in the afternoon, from ‘Hebrews ii. 26.—
Both of them affectionately remarked the many amiable
qualiﬁcatioﬁs of the deceused, as a christian, a_divine,
and-a gentleman; and ‘especially his liberality to this
province; is?_zﬁkewise did the Rev. Mr. Zubly, in his |
meeting, which was also in mourning, from Daniel xii.

‘ “An old and real friend to the deceased

and to -Georgia.”

The following extract of a letter was published in
the Gospel| Magazine, for February, 1771 1—

“My very dear Sir,

“A.great man is fallen in our Israel

—the Rev| Mr, Whitefied. ié no more! He has felt

his charge} his ﬁo,ck/,u and goue to mansicns of blessed-

ness, .

“l may L':1fe}y gay, a-great man, a great christian, an
huwble follower of the divine Redeemer, and a zealous
defender of the doctrines of grace, died, when White-
field closeq his eyes. That voice which was lifted up
like a tru ipet, and flew. around the sacred roof, pro--
claiming salvation through the dying Jesus, teaching a
sinfal. world the Saviour’s name, is.now lost in-perpetu-

~al silence!l That. man, whose labours in the cause of

- God, have| beén more abundant, has ceased from his
work. Tk?at eminent minister of the New Testament,
that son ?f thunder to the careless and secure, that
cheering son of consolation to the weary and heavy la-
den,‘whojhas been -distinguisbed - as the -happy instru~
ment of hringing strayed sheep to the fold of God, is
‘gone fo experience. the truth of his doctrines; and will
one-day appear, with all those who have been savingly
brought tg the knowledge of Jesus by his means, at the’
right hand of God, to give an account of the ministry
he received from him; and in the presence of a sar-
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* _.that pathetic language, strength of argumtent, and force
- of persuasion, compel sinners to partake of the gospel
- feast? Who shall animate our associations, and diffuse

* constant character, which adorns the profession of the

" my labourers to work, and when" I please, I take them

rounding woild, say, ‘Lord, here am I, and the children.
thou has given me. '

-t is an afflictive, awful, and alarming providence to
ie church of God.. A great light, extinguished, a bright
set; and a numerous people deprived of their pas-
" Who shall supply his place? - Who shall, with

a spirit of candour, charity, and moderation, through-
out our assemblies? Who shall declare the glories,
the riches, the freeness, the fulness, of that complete
salvation. which Messiah finished? Who shall ex-
hort, by precept and example, to ‘that steady, uniform,

gospel? Who- shall recommend a life of fellowship,
and communion with the Father; Son, and Spirit, as the
‘most desirable blessing, and build up the saints in their
anost holy faith? Who shalll--1 am stopped by the
mouth of him who says, ‘Shall I not do what I will with
myown? Is it not my ‘prerogative to take and leave, as
seemeth me good? I demand the liberty of disposing of
my servants at.my own pleasure—he hath not slept as
others do—it is your’s to wait- and trust, mine to dis-
‘pose and govern—on me be the care of wministers and
churches—with me is the residue of the Spirit—1I set

to the rest.I have appeinted for them—my power is not
‘diminished, my arm not shortened, my love not abated,
and my faithfulness still the same—I know my sheep,
and they shall not stray into forbidden pastures, for
want of a shepherd to feed them with knowledge and
understanding.’ ’ |

. ““With these thoughts my passions subside, my mind |

[is softened and satisfied. But now- for the wings of

faith and divine contemplation, to view him among the
celestial throng, partaking of the happiness, sharing
the joys.of yonder.blissful regions—ascribing salvation
to Him who loved and washed him in his blood—having
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wrou' ht out by the dear Redeemer——havmg on

.',lS
head|a crown of never-fading glory, and palms of eter-
pal victory in his hands—d¥vinking at the fountain head
of - blEﬂsednesa, and refreahmg himself contmually at

scandal and reproa.ch—where calumny can never p

etrate, and the wicked’ cease from troubling—where.
God;|even his own God, wipes away all tears from his
eyes——where he will forever bask in the boundless "fru-
ition |of eternal love, coutinually receiving out of the

divine fulness fresh supplies of glory for glory, from

which on earth he had communication of grace for
grace—sees the King in his beauty, rejoices in the beat-
ific, |vision, follows the Lamb wheresoever he goes—
and, with those who are redeemed from among men,
rests in the closest embraces of his Lord.

<« And now his voice is lost in death,
Praise will employ his noblest powr’s,

‘While life, or thought, or being last,
Or immortality endures!”

“Here we must take our leave of the dear departed '

_saint, till the happy time takes place when we shall put

off | this body, and enter the confires of unmolested:joy.

of felicity, shall we awake up in the likeness and ex-
press image of that God who- has loved us, and called
us|with an holy calling. Yet let us be perauaded of this,
th t when the important period commences, when the
surprising signs, and the descending inhabitauts of hea-
ven proclaim the second coming of our glorious lmman-
uf l—when the heavens open and disclose . his radiant
glory, the archangel’s trumpet shall sound, the ‘Lord
himself descend with a shout, and the dead in Christ
arise, glortous and xmmortal-—le.we corruption, weak-
néss and dishonour behind them—ave shall with him, and

_,AnL O! in what elevation: of happiness and refinement .
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€ ransomed race,:ascend to mansions of -glory,
and immortality, and join that universal chorus:—
“‘Say; live forever, glorious King! -
Born to redeem, and strong to saves
Then ask the monster, where’s thy sting? |
And where s thy vxctory boaslmg orave'l”

ut, my dear sir, this awful dxspematmn demands a
ble improvement. The death of winisters, and
mankind in generil, are so many mementos—be ye al-
80 ready, is Their solemn language. Come then. O my
.:soul, examine with impartiality thy state. Nothing
“but an interest in the perfectly finished, infinitely glo-
rious, and-everlastingly sufficient salvation of Jehovah
. Jesus, can be of any avail, can be any real ground of
consolation, when ‘the grim tyrant stares thee in the
face. May thy evidence be clear, thy faith strong, and
-tby bope on tiptoe; that when the bridegroom comes,
and summons thy attendance, thou mayest with joy an-
swer, Lord, I come.
" “Should not the death of one and another of God’s
people, give fresh wings to our souls, make life less plea-
sant, and heaven more desirable—wean -our affections
from the beggarly enjoyments of time and sense, and
maké us long to dwell where Jesus reveals his beau-
ti€s, glories; and matchless excellence, face to face?—
Here on earth we have some faint glimmerings, and O!
how ought we to prize them, as they are drops from the
ocean! but the ravishing bl,xze is reserved for the up-
per and better world.

) . O glorious hour, O bless’d abode!
1 shall be near and like my God;
And flesh and seuse no more controul
- The sacred pleasures of the squl.”

“Though our interviews in the church militant are
very sweet, yet they are very short. The world’s ten
thousand baits, the devil’s ensnaring wiles, but above all,
the flesh with its legions of corruptions, enslave the
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sou], wnd deaden our relish for divine things, O h\, )
day! || O blessed hour! when Christ shall have all’his
‘enemigs under his feet, and death itself be swallowed
up of life—when we shall get within the inclosures
the New Jerusalem, and go out no more for ever!

«If faithful ministers are so soon removed . from
how should-we prize them while we have them! -0
us ifever give ear to, much less be the means of prom

ting; the malevolent whispers of slander; hut estee|
them yvery highly in'love for their works suke! " Shou
it noﬁ be our constant care, and studious concern,”
througrh divine grace, to improve by every-sermon we
hear, that the end .of all ordinances may be ‘obtained,
evenign -increase in love to Jesus, and feliowship wrth
him? | That this desirable end may be answered, let us
be earnest and frequent in our address to the throne of
grace|for ministers and people, that God may be glori-
fied by bringing home sinners to himself, and in the edi-
fication of saints—that each stone in the spiritual fa-
bric may be edified and built up' upon the fouadation,
Christ Jesus, till the top-stone is bronght forth with
) shout ngs, grace, grdce, unto it}

“The clock strikes twelve, and tells me to conclude.
But how can I do it, thhout commending you- to that
God, whose power alone is alle to keep you from Tall-
ing, and at last present you faultless before the presence
of his glory with exceeding joy? May he give you con-
tinual assurances of his grace, mercy and love, in his
lower courts, thereby making them a heaven upon
earth; and cause you at last to Jom the general assem-
bly and church of the first born, whose names are writ-
ten xlx heaven. This is the hearty, unfeigned, and con- .

stant/prayer of hxm, who is, with great esteem and af- -

fection, B
! ‘. : “Your’s sincerely.”

C aracter of the Rev. George Whitefield by the
Rev, Cornelius Winter.
'I?‘e followmg character of Mr. Whitefield, as 2
) 26
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p ‘_acAher, is glven in a letter addressed to the Rev.
William Jay, of Bath, from the late venerable Corne-
lius -Winter, mmlster of the gospél-at" Painswick  in
Gloucestershire. Mr. Winter was one of Mr., White-
" field’s most faithful fellow-labourers; he accompanied
: several times to America, and regular]y supplied
chapels in Mr. Whitefield’s connection. On his
first going to the tabernacle, he was particularly struck
with the largeness of the ‘congregation; the solemiity

~“that sat upon it; the melody of 'the singing; Mr. White-

field’s smkmg appearance, and his earnestness in
-preachmg From this time prejudice. had no more
place in his breast; and he embraced every opportumty
to hear him. Yet he had no knowledge of the eyil of sin,
and the depravity of his nature. On the 3th of April,
1760, being the Wednesday in the Easter-week, and
the close of the holidays, as he was playing at cards
with some of his companions_in - iniquity; recollecting
be might that evening hear Mr. Whitefield, he broke -
off in-the midst of ‘the game, which ‘much discomposed
and enraged his companions, who suspected where he
‘was going. - It was a night much to be’ remembered
The scales of ignorance then fell from his eyes, a sense
of his misery opened gradually to him, and he diligent-
1y inquired what he should do to be saved He never
more played a game afterwards. Mr. Whitefield’s,
text was 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. The introduction to the.
sermon, “Come, my brethren, we have from Sunday till
yesterday been- medltatmg upon the resurrection of our
Lord, it is now time that we should think about our
own.”  ¢“Could:1 recite the.whole sermon,”says Mr.
Winter, ¢and it. would ‘read acceptable, it would want
the energy, viva voce, which was so very peculiar to
‘the preachier, that a resemblance is no where to be.
found. But it was God in the preacher that made the
word efficacious; to' him be the glory. It isa mercy he
1s not confined. to the abilities of men whose talents are
" superior to those -of their brethren. - Much' good was
- doing at that time by the instrumentality of men whose
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iwere very mconsulerable and the Lord could
wrought upon my soul by an inferior preacher. - It
t/ by might nor by. power;’ which is but to'say, it is

‘not by hum(m eloguence, but by the spirit of the Lord,

that '}

work s wrought upon the soul whxch is essential to

salmhon o

Mr| Winter, thongh one of the most humble and diffi-
dent of men, has committed to paper, in a series of let:
‘ters to his pupil, the Rev. William Jay, a long and va-
luable account of his life and connections. These are
indeefl uncommonly entertaining and interesting; “for

" his }

fe,” as Mr. Jay observes, (prefuce, page 17,)

“though it has not made so much noise in the world as

the

rogress of some otliers, has been in no small

degree diversified and eventful; and the whole has

‘been
fal.”
his h
and
seen,
spea
nentl
gree
1cate
wte l'ﬁ%ﬁ

in a high degree, holy, benevolent, and use-
On Sunday evening, Jannary the 10th, 1808,

‘Ltppy spirit took its flight from this world of sin

isery, to the enjoyment of Him, whom having not -
he loved; and in whom he rejoiced with joy un-
cable and full of glory ! If the portrait of an.emi-
y good man, exhibiting, in a most uncommon.de-
the lustre of divine grace, and depicied by a del-
and masterly pencil, can excite attention and in-
t, the memoirs of the Rev. Cornelius Winter can-

not fail to be a favorite with the religious public.

tory
* kept

TO THE REV. WILLIAM JAY.

very dear friend, -
“In-compliance with your request my own hls-—-
must be entwined with the history of others. I

in mind the remark you made me ip a late conver-

sation, namely, that it was the opinion of some, that
there had not been- sufficient notice taken of Mr. Wmte-

ﬁeld
vour
dou b

jl
i

as-a preacher, and that you wished 'l would endea-
fo exhibit him more particularly in that view. I
t 1 shall fail in the altempt; though my close

connection with his person, as a private, humble friend,

iR
,'3'..
¥
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‘as: well as. the attention T pald to his ministry, may be
supposed to glve me an advantdge n . wrltlng upon this
“head.

“The time he set apart for preparations for the pu]plt ’
during my connection  with ‘him, wasinot to be dlstm.
guished from the time he appropriated to -other busi- -
- mess; . If he wanted to write a pamphlet upon any oc-

c:’:t‘si’on, he was closeted ; nor would he allow access to
~him, but on an emergency, while he was ‘engaged in

the work. But I never knew him engage in the com-
~position of a sermon, until he was on board a ship, when
he employed himself partly in-the composition of ser-
mons, and. reading very attentively the history of Eng-
lund written by different authors. He had formed a de-
sign-of writing-the history of methodism, but never en-

tered -upon it. He was never more in retirement on a,
. Saturday than on another day; nor sequestered at any

particular time for a period longer than he used for his

ordinary devotions. I never met with any thing like
the form of a skeleton. of a sermon .among™ his papers, -
with which I was permitted to be familiar, nor did he ev-
er give me any idea of the lmportance of being habitua-
ted to the planning of a sermon. It is not injustice to
his great character to say, I believe he knew nothlng

-about-such a kind of exercise,

‘“Usually for an hour or two before he went into the*
pulpit, ‘he claimed: retirement; and oa a Sabbath-day
morning more particularly, he was accustomed to have
Clarke’s Bible, Matthew Henry’s Cemment, and Cru--
den’s Concordance, within his reach: his frame at that
time was more than ordinarily devotional; ¥say more .
“than ordinarily,. because, though there was a yast vein .
«of pleasantry usually -in bim, the intervals of conver-
sation evidently appeared to be filled. up with perdte

_ ejaculation, connected with. praise. “His rest was much
interrupted, and his thoughts were much engaged with
‘God in the night, He has often said at the close of his
very warm address, “this sermon I got when most of
you who now hear me were fast asleep. . He made

»



:rned all into go]d that admitted of improvement;
and n-one way orother, the occurrence of the week,:

the Jvd e putting on. his black cap to pronounce sent
% have known him avail -himself of it .in the
‘of a sermon; with his eyes full of tears, and his
heart almost too blg to admit of speech -dropping into
a mi mgntary pause—“i amnow gpmg to put on my con-
demn ing-cap: sinnner, I must do it: I must pronounce
- sentence.upon you”—and then, in a tremendous strain of
eloq ience, recite our Lord’s words, “Go, ye cursed, »
not/without a very powerful description. of the ndture
~of the curse. 1again observe, that it would be only
by hearing him, and by beholding his attitude and his
tears, that a person could well conceive of the effect;
. for it was impossible but that- solemnity must surround
| ,hnm, who, under God, became the means of makiag all
sol,'mn.
¢He had a most pecuhar aft of speaking periona]ly to

you,in a congregation of four thousand - people, when

-no ne would susx;l ect his object. The famous come-
d;an, Shuter, who had a great partiality for Mr. ‘White-

his ministry. At one. period of his popularity he was
act g in'a drama under the character of Ramble. Dur-

mg the run of the performance, he attended service on -
-Sahbath mornings at Tottenham-court chapel, and was .

-seated in the pew exactly oppesite to the pulpit; and,
while Mr. Whitefield- was giving full sally to his sou]
. aﬁ in. his energetic address, was inviting sinners to the
“m, iour, he fixed himself full against Shuter, with his
y 3.upon him, adding, to what he had previously said,
tg) d thou, poor. ramble, who hast long rambled from
]n ,-come ‘you also, Oend your rambling by. coming
26%

"iiaracters in the land. He let nothmg escape hxm,

or d Y. furmshed him matter for the pulpit. A SpGCl;
ien.an extraordinary trial was. going on;zhe
" be ‘present; and o observmg the formality of‘

, shewed him great friendship, and often attended ‘

REV GEORGE WH[TFFIELD; so‘s- :

;
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© to Jesus.” Shuter was exceedmgly struck, and commg
‘to Mr. Whitefield, said, I thought I should have faint-
. ed, how could you serve me so?” It was truly impres-
. sive to see him ascend the pulpit. intimate knowl«
" edge of him admits of my acquitting glm of the charge
of affectation. He always appeared to enter the pul-
pitwith a s1gmﬁcance of countenance, that indicated
‘he had something of importance which he wanted to
dlvulge, and was anxious for the effect of the communi-
cation. His gravity on his descent was the same. As’ soon
as ever he was seated in his chair, nature demanded re-
lief, and gained it by a vast discharge from the stomach,
usually with a considerable quantity of blood, before he
was at liberty to apeak He was averse to much sing:-
ing after preaching, supposing it diverted the savour of
the subject. Nothing awkward, nothing careless, ap- -
peared about him ‘in‘the pulpit, nor do I ever recollect”
his stumbling upon a word. To his ordinary as well as
to his public appearance, this observation applies; whe-.
ther he frowned. or smiled; ~whether "he looked grave
or placid, it was nature. actlng in him. -
“Proféssed orators might object to his hands bemg lift-
€d up too high, and it is to be lamented, that in that at-

: ’txtude, ratber than in any other, he is represented

" _in print. His own reflections upon that print was, when .
it was first put into his hands, “Sure I do not look such
a sour creature a¢ this sets me forth; if I thought I did,
I should hate myself.” 1t is necessary to remark that
the ‘attitude was very transient,and always accompani-
ed’ by some expressions whlch would justify it. He
'sometlmes had occasion to speak of Peter’s gomg out
and weeping bitterly, and then he had a fold of his
gown at command, which he put befere hlS face mth as

much gracefu]ness as familiarity.

““I hardly ever knew him go through a sermon wnth—
out weeping more or less, and I truly believe his were
. thé tears of sincerity. IHis voice was often interrupt-
_ed by his affection; and I have heard him.say in the

' pu]plt, “You blame me for weeping; but how can I help
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:lt, w en you will .not weep for yourselves, though your
immortal souls.are upon the verge of destruction; and
for\a' ght you know, you are hearmg your last - ‘sermon,
and-i ay never more have an opportunity to have Christ .
offered to you. The.expressions of offering Christ was
. considered exceptlona'ble by some good men, cotempo-
!rane with him, whose judgment framed their phrase- -
ology; but though Mr. Whitefield was orthodox, his af-
_ fecti n and zeal were not to be restrained from using
free address, while labouring for the conversion of sin--
nersy- The language had been sanctioned by the old di-

vines; and in the scriptures we more than once read of
“rec;wmg Christ.” His freedom in the use of his pas-
sions ‘often. put my pride to the trial. I could hardly bear
sich unreserved use of tears, and the scope he gave to his
feelings; for sometimes he exceedingly wept, stamped
_ioud y and ‘passionately, and was “frequenily so over-
come, that, for a few seconds, you would suspect he ne-
ver, ould recover; and when -he did, nature requlred
some little time to compose herself.
“You may be sure from what has been said, that when -
het eated upon the sufferings of our Savnour, it was
not without great pathos.. He. was very ready at that
km(? of painting which frequently answered the end of
,realq scenery. -As though Gethsemene were within
sight, he would say, stretching out his hand—¢“Look
yon er! what is.that | see! it is my agonizing Lord!"’—
And, as though it were no difficult matter to catch the:
- sou d of the "Saviour praying, he would exclaim,
_“H rk! Hark! Do not you hear him?’—You may sup-
po‘J that as this occurred frequently, the efficacy of it
wa destroyed but, no; though we often knew what was
. coming, it was as new to us a5 though we had never-

, -he rd. it before.-

. ‘f That beautifal apostrophe, ‘used by. the prophet Jere-
miah, “O earth, earth, earth, hear the words of the
Lo rd,” was very sub:ervxent to him, and never used i im-
" pe tmently . '

.. [#He abounded with anecdotes, whxch though not al-"
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ways recnted verbatlm, were very just as to the matter
of ‘them: * One, for mstance,~I remember,\tendmg to il-
. lustrate the efficacy of prayer, though T have not béen
*able to meet with it-in the English history—it was the
" the case of the London apprentices before Henry VIII
pleading his ‘pardon of ‘their insurrection. ‘The mon- -
" arch, moved by their sight, and’ their plea, «Mercy!
vMercy ™ ‘cried, “Take them away, I cannot bear it."—
The apphcatlon you may suppose was, that if an earth-
ly monarch of Henry’s description could be so moved,
how forcible is the ‘sinner’s plea in the ears of Jesus
Christ. The case of two Seotchmén, in the convulsion
of the state at the time of Charles II. subserved his de-
sign; who unavoidably obliged to pass some of the
troops, were conceiving of their danger, and meditating
what method was to:be adopted to come’ off safe: one
-proposed the wearing'; ‘of a’ scull-cap; the other suppo-
sing that would imply distrust of the providence of God,
* was determined to proceed bare-lieaded. The ‘lalter,
being first laid hold of, and being interrogated, “Are
you for the covenant?” replied, “Yes;” and being far-
ther asked, “What covenant?” answered “The cove-
nant of grace,” by which reply, eluding farther inqui-
ry, he waslet pass: the other, rot answering satisfacto-
rily, recelved a blow with the sabre, which, penetra-
ting through the cap, struck him dead. Tn the appli-
cation, Mr. Whitefield, warning against vain confidénce,
cried, <“Beware of your scull-caps.” But here likewise
the descnptmn upon paper, wanting the reality as ex-
emplified by him with voice and motion, conveys but a
very faint idea. .However, it is a disad vantage which
must be submitted to, - especxally as commg from my

P “The dlfference of the times.in whxch ‘Mr. Whlteﬁeld
made his public appearance, maternally determmed thé -
matter of his sermons, and, in some measure, the man-
ner of his address. He dealt far more in the explanato-
xy and doctrinal mode of preaching on a Sabbath-day
morsing, than- perhaps at. any other time; and’ some-

? -~ . 1.
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mm J made a little, but. by DO means an 1mpr0per, sbewr‘
of learning. If he had read upon. astrenomy’ in-the
course of the week, ‘you ‘would ‘be sure to discover: it.
He' knew how to convert the centripetal motion of ‘the
hea enly bodies to the disposition of the -christian to-#
1d Christ, and the fatal attraction of the world would
e, 'ery pr operly represented by a reference to the cen-

d as he heid himseif to be a debtor both to the Wlae
d to the unwise, each received his due at such times,
“The peer and the peasaut alike went. away satisfied.
“/As though he heard the voice of God ever sounding
inihis ears the important admonition, “work while it is
called to- -day;” this was his work in London at one pe-
riofl of his life:—After qdmlnlﬂtermg the Lord’s supper
to everal hundred communicantsjat half an hour after
six in the morning; reading-the first and second service
in the desk, which he did with the greatest propriety,
-an preachmg full an hour, he read prayersand preach-
€d|in tlie afternoon, previous to the evening service, af
) hqil f an hour after five; and afterwards addressed a,
large society in public. His afternoon sermon used
tobe more general and exhortatory. In the evening he
: dr w his bow at a venture, vindicated the doctrmes of
grace, fenced them with articles and homilies, referred
to the martyrs’ zeal, and exemplified the power of di-
w € grace in their suﬁ"ermgs, by quotations from the,_»
venerable Fox. Sinners were then closely plied,.num-"
a b rs of whom, from curiosity coming to hear ajisentence
or two, were often compelled to hear the wholé sermon.
How many in the judgment day will rise to prove that
they heard to the salvation of the soul. :
'1“Perbaps Mr. Whitefield never preached greater ser-
. mons than at six in the mommg, for at that hour did He
preach winter and suhmer, on Mondays, Tuesdays,
) ednesdays, and Thursdays. At these times his congre-
gations were of the select description, and young men
r celved admomtlons similar to what were given. m
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f and were cautioned, while: they neglect
uired from them under the ‘bond- of an in-
deiittire, ot to- antxcnpate the pleasures and advantages
of “future-life.

“His style was now colloqunl with litfle use of mio-
tion; pertinent exposition§, with" ‘suitable remarks;
and all :comprehended within the ‘hour. Christian ex-
perience - principally ‘made the subject of Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday evening lectures;
when; frequently having, funeral sermons to preach, the
chiardcter and experience of the dead helped to elnci-
date the subject, led to press diligence in the christian
course, to reflect upon the blessing of faith on earth,
and glory in heaven. Mr. Whitefield adopted the cus-,
tom of the inhabitants of New England in their best
days, of begmmng the Sabbath af six o’clock on Satur-
day everings. - The ‘custom ¢ould not be observed by
many; but it was convenient to a few—a few compared
withthe multitades, but abstractly considered, a large
and'respectable company. - Now ministers of ev'ery‘dé—
scnptlon found a -peculiar pleasure in relaxing their
minds from the fatigues of study, and were highly en-
tertained by his peculiarly excellent subjects, which
were o suitable to the auditory, that I believe it was sel-
dom disappointed. It was an opportunity peculiarly
suited ‘to apprentices -and journeymen in some busi-
-nesses, which allowed of their leaving work sooner
/than on other days, and availing themselves at least of
thie'sermon; from which I also occassionally obtained ma- .

* This society, consisting of ‘several hundreds of widows,

" inarried people, young men, and spinsters, placed separately

in the area of the tabernacle, used dfter sermon to receive
from Mr. Whitefield, in the colloquial style, various exhorta-
tions comprised in shortsentences, and suitable to-their va-~
rious stations. The practice of chnstlamty in all its branch-

"~ ¢és was then usually inculcated, not without some pertinent

anecdote of a character worthy to, be held up for an exam-
ple; aud inwhose conduct the hints recommended were ex-
emplified, - '



ny blessmg~ Had My, memory. been retentxve, and had I ‘

stadipusly. treasured up bis rich remarks; how,m
easil_ might 1 have met your wishes, and b [
_ed the design of this letter! Bat, tirough. I, have  lost

muc of the letter of his. sermons, the savour of them

- yet remains. ‘The peculiar taleu ts he po~=e=sed subser- .
'v;e'l to gredt usefulness, can .be . but ., faintly . guessed
from his sermons 4. print; though, as formerlys God.
has made the reading - of, them - useful, T'have no doubt
but in future they will have their use. -The eighteen
tdkeu in shoit haad, and f‘utbf‘uny transcribed by Mr,
Gur ey, have beeu suppoosed to do discredit to his me-
mory, and therefore they were suppressed. But they
who,have teen accustomed to hear. him,. may coliect.
from them mych of his genuine preaching. They were
far roin being the best-specimens that might have been
produced.  He:.preached many. of them, when, in fact,
he was.almost incapable of preaching at-all. -His con-
-Stlf\ftlon, lung before they, were-taken, had received its
material shock, and they were all,. except the two last,
the produchon of a Wednesday: evening; when, by the
cur ent business of the day, he was: fatigued 'md worn,
The “Good. Shepherd” was.sent him on board.the
He was much, disgusted with.it, and expre‘saed
j.self to me as in the 1440th letter of the third vol-
ume of -his works—“lt is not verbatim as T'delivered it.
In some places it makes me speak, false concord, and
-even nonsense; in others the sense and connection.is- de-

stroyed hy the injudicious; dhjomted pudgraphﬂ, ands

the| whole is entirely unfit for the public-review.” Ilis
apuscript journal. note:——“September 15. 'This morn-
mg came.a, surreptitions copy of my tabernacle fare-
well - sermon, taken, as the short-hand writer professes,
verbatim as 1 spoke it; but surely he is mistaken. The
whole is so mjudlcmusly paragraphed, and so wretched-
ly connected that. 1. owe no thanks. to .the -misguided,

thcu«rh it may be well meant, zeal of the.writer, .md
publ::her be they whom they wnll But such conduct
xs an maavoidable tax..upon popularity.” He was then,

g5

,
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‘g m-mtle ]n the sermons referred to, there
are certam]y many jewels, tho_ugh they may not be con-
nected in a pioper order. ;
“Whatever fault criticism may find with his sermons
from the press, they were, in the deilvery, powerful to
command the most devoted atteition. I'bave been in-
formed by good judges, that if mauny of the speeches in
our two houses were to be given in their original state,
they would not appear to the first advantage. nor would -
Mr. Whitefiéld's sermions have had criminal defects, had
they been revised with his own pen. In the fifth and
sixth :volumes of his wo:ks, all the. sermons he ever
printed are comprised. It is' very easy to distinguish
them which were pre-composed, from™ others which
were preached extemporary. Of the latter, ‘1 notice
Peter’s denial of his Lord, and the true way of behold-
ing. the Lamb of God; Abraham offering up -his 'son
Isaac; Christ the bellever s husband, and the resurrec-
sion of Lazarus. These and othe*rs,fpreserve the extem-
porary style, and fully ‘serve to discover the ‘exactness
of the preacher.- He shines brightest with a long text,
on which fancy has scope to play, and the mind has lib-
erty to range. However exact he may appear in the
page, it is impossible for the natural man, who discern-
eth not the things of the spirit; to understand him. Ged
may make the page printed the instrument in his hand -
_to_convert the sinner, and then he-will no longer ask, -
~:%Doth he not speak parables?” But till then, as living
he was, so dead, he is liable to the lash of severity: but
the same Providence that preserved his person, will
maintain his works; and then he being dead, yet speak-
eth, and. will continue to speak for a great while to -
come. Whatever invidions remarks they may make
upon his written discourses, they cannot invalidate his
preaching. Mr. Toplady caliled him the prince of
preachers, and with good reason, for none in our day
preached with the like effect. That a large measure of
the spirit with which he spoke, may rest upon you, and
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that you, wnth the supply. of your measure of the gift of
the pirit of Christ, may be steadfast, immovable, and al-

“ ways abounding in the work of the Lord until you cease

to l bour, and enter into his rest, is the prayer of,
: My very dear fnend '
- Your, aﬁ'ectnonately, .
CorxeL1us WINTER.”

.

“He-who engages hnmself to fight the battles of the
Lo d,” says a late minister of the gospel, “has need of

uncommon strength and irresistible arms; and if he be

destitute of one-or the other, he vainly expects to stand

" injthe evil day.”  Mr. Whitefield was exposed to a vast

variety of dangers, and beset with.innumerable ene-
mies. His whole life was one continued scené of war-
far ,-in’ which he wrestled someétimes with visible, and
at other times with invisible adversaries. He saw it ab-
solutely necessary to be furnished with weapons of ce-
lestial temper in this ‘spiritaal warfare; and he put on
“tj\e whole armour of God,” with a netermmed resolu-
tion never to put it off till hxs last -confiict should be de-
cided. This sacred panoply enabled him to grapple
with his strongest enemies, and made ‘him tmly nvinci-
bl in the cause of godliness.

t becomes all who are called to the sacred office of
th  ministry to be faithful in the dlscharge of that work
committed to them. They are not be as “sullen lamps,
eglightening only themselves;” but as conspicuous suns,
'e_hghtemng and animating all around them. Mr. .
/ hitefield entered upon the duties of his vocation with
ap extraordinary degree of earnestness and zeal. te
saw the difficulties’ of his situation, and the reproaches

~tg which he should be exposed by a conscientioas dis-

‘charge of his duty; but persuaded - of the impo tance

" _of bis charge, amd concerned for the welfire of icamors

“tal souls upon the very verge of destruction, he set his

face like a flint against all who might oppose the truth.
o -grace. of God. Whatever his. hand “tound to o, in -

: hy part of the sacred vineyard, it may be tiuky
, " o7 ' :




‘said that be - wi . Asa steward of
the ‘manifold grace of God, ‘he ,falthfully'dlspensed the
word of life, according as every man had need. He -
was a laborious workman in his Lord’s vineyard. To-

" . stanti In sedson, and out of ‘season, he diligently perform-

ed the work of an evangelmt, and’ lost no opportunity
of declaring the truths of the gospel. - 1t appears from
a little memorandum book, wherein. he minuted the
" times _and places of his ‘ministerial Jabours, that he
-preached upwards_ of eighteen thousand sermons in the
course of his ministry, which incliaded thirty-four years
anda quarter; which was somewbat more than five hun-
dred sermons a year. The day preceding his death, he
explessed a great desire tc enter his eternal rest; at the
same time saying, “Lord, thou knowest | am not weary
of thy work, though I am weary in it!” Every duty of
his sacred vocation, this apostolic man performed, with
an earnestness and zeal, of which I can convey but a ve-
ry imperfect idea. Never weary of well doing, he
counted it his greatest privilege “to spend and he spent”
in ministering to the church of God, and in.the service
of which be sacrificed his strength, "his health, and hxs
life.

He was “a burning and- a shining light™—a Boaner—
ges, and yet'a Barnabas in the church of God. Wheth-
«er the enemies of God appeéared in the splendour of
riches, or-in the meanness of poverty; whether they
were distinguished by their erudition, or despicable by’
‘their ignorance; he marshalled against them the most
terrtble denu_r’xc,i'ations of the Almighty’s wrath. Un-
.awed either by the majesty of kings, .or the madness
of the people, he was equally fitted to appear with Mo- -
ses at an impious court, or to stand with Stephen in a
.turbulent assembly. The fidelity with which be per-

' formed this -part of his duty, is worthy of admiration,

~But while he was faithful in proclaiming <the day of

vengeance” to. the wicked, he neglected not “to pro-
- _claim liberty to the captives, and the opening- of the
prison to them that were bound.”. In the discharge of
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ffice, he- wasiéqually faithful
as infthe former. He shiinned not to declare the whole
counsel of ‘God. He made Jesus the Alpha and- Omega, .
the | egmnmg ‘and gndmg of all his ‘mfinistrations. "~ He
expl réd the intricate mazes, and unlocked the secret
recésses of the human héart. He was solicitously con-
\cede to have his hearers thoroughly convinced that
the were sinful, lost creatures, éxposed to the everlast-
ing k'engeance of righteous God. He dxsplayed the
mhu&ltely tender love, and lmmenaely free grace.of Je.:
» sus,[ndvmg for hell- deservmg man. He pointed thesinner
to the Lamb of God, whose blood cleanseth from all sin;
who Se merits are mhmte and ablé to save to the wtter~
; and whose I‘lg‘htﬁOlhl\CS% is sufficient to justify the
lmg )dly. Thus, with all possible plainness and fidelity,
s|apostolic preacher administered the word of God
in his'day and generation, whether it was a word of
threatening to the careless and impenitent, or a word
of ~éonsola.tlon to the feaifu) and afflicted,

The inexpressible concern which he felt for the en-
iar ement of the kingdom of Christ, and the salvation
of immortal souls, induced hum to go forth into the
high ways and hedges to publish the gospel; and anxious
to'do “the work of an evangelist” with ail possible fi-
del ty, he was not ashamed, that every hour and every
pl' ce should“-bear testlmony to the affectionate zeal,
with ‘which he exhorted the ignorant, the careless, And

h abandoned, to “flee from the wrath to come.” Coun-
sidering hlmself as a minister of the church’of Christ,
he| complained of no hardshlps, vor thought any dlfﬁcul-
ty|too great to be encountered, in winning souls to Christ.
- wag careful to act, in every instance, cormstently
with his high pmfes:xon He preferred the path of du-
ty before the lap of repose; he listened not to the sug-
gestion of fear, nor regarded the dictates of worldly
pr dence; and he counted neither ease, nor interest, nor
‘re'utatmn, nor even life itself, dear tJ hlm, that he
might “finish his course with Jjoy.”

4 An attempt towards a concnse character of the late

thla vourite part of his' 6
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Rev. George, Whitefield, by the Rev. Augustus ‘Mon-
tague- T0plady, ‘A. B. late v1car of Broa,d Hembury, De-
yon.

#f deem myself happy in havmg an opportumty of

“dhus publicly avowing the inexpressible €steem, : in

which 1 held this wonderfal man; and the- aﬂ'ectmnate
"veneration which | must ever retain for the memory of

-one, whose acquamtdnce and mxmstry were attended

with the most important spiritual benefit to me, and to
tens of thousands be51de.= .

-t will -not be saying too .much, if T term him, TaE
ArosTiLE oF THE EnNcrisn Emeirg; in point of zeal for
God, a long course of indefatigable and . incessant la-
bours, unparalleled dlsmtereatedneas, and astomehmgly
extensive usefulness,

“He was a true and faithful son of the church of
England; and inyincibly asserted her doctrines to the
Jast; and that, not in a merely doctrinal way, though
he was & most excellent systematic divine, but. with-an
unction of power from God, unequalled in the present day.

“He would never have qmtted even the walls of the
church, had not either the ignorance, or the malevo-
Jence of some who ought to have known better, compel-
led him toa seeming separatipn.

"If the absolute command . over the passions of im-
mense auditories, be the mark of 3 consummate orator, ‘
he was the greatest of the age, If the strongest good -
sense; the~most generous expanpsions of heart, the most

-ariless but -captivating ability, the most hbeml exemp-

tions from bigotey, the purest and most transpicious in-
tegrity, the brightest cheerfulness, and the promptest
wit, enter into the composition of social excellence, he

" was ope of the best companions in the world.

“If to be ﬂteadidst immovable, always dboundmg in
the works of the Lord; if an union of the most brilli-
ant, with the most solid ministerial gifts, ballasted by a:
deep and humbling experience of grace, and crowned
with the most extended success in the conversion of sin-

ners, and the edification of saints, be signatures of a

~
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‘comrmssmn from’ heaven, GEORGE WHITEFIELD cannot
but‘ stand hlghest on the: modem list of chnstxan minis-
ters
: “jnngland has had the honour of ‘producing the Freat-
est men,"in almost" every walk of useful knowledge. At
the head of these are:—1st.” Archbistiop BrapwarDIN,
the prince of divines; 2nd. Mirron; the prince of po-.
ets;[ 3d. Sir Isaac NEWTON, the prince of philosophers;
and|4th. WaiTerELD, the prince of preachers.”’

“Bishop Benson was the prelate who had the distin-
gm hed honour of ordaining tlie greatest, the most elo-
quent, and the most ‘useful “minister ' that his, perhaps,
,hee ‘produce:! since the days of the apostles, .=

“[t appears from a passage in one of Mr. Whitefield’s
ow| letters, - published since his decease, that lie was
the person, whom the gracious ‘spirit and prov;dence of
raised wp-and ‘sent forih,'to begin that gréat work
of spiritual revival in ‘the- chhrch ‘of England ‘which
has ‘continued ever since, and still ‘continues, with in-
cr:Fsmg spread, to replenish and enrich the ‘evangelical

vigeyard by law “established. In’ the remarkable pas--
sage to which I refer, Mr. Whitefield expresses him- " -
self verbatim, thus; to the Rev. John Wesley:—<As *
God was pleased to send me ‘out fitst;and to enhghten
me|first; so, I think, he still continties to doit: my bus-
. iness seems to be chxeﬂy in planting. If Géd ‘sénds you
to water, I praise his name.”—On the ‘whole, he was
_ the least imperfect character-1 ever knew; and. yet, no
.pe 'SOn was ever ‘more shockmgly tradﬁced and vilified,
: by those who- either were ‘unacquainted  with hit, ot
who hated him for his virtdes, and for his altdchment ‘
to the gospéel of Chiist. ‘But thespen of; faithful: histo-
ry and the suﬁ'rages of unpreJudlc d posterlty, will do
Justice to the memory of a man, of whom the present
ﬁeratlon was not worthy.”

he following lines, by the’ mmntab}e .pen-of: bm’vper,
_ who did ot disdain to‘tane his harp to thenies Which
formerly vibrated oh the harp of theé sonof Jesbe, and
w ose poetxca\ characteér is 9Eruth aiid ‘tdste, are trane:
‘ 2'7 .
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cribed, as -descriptive of that invaluable man, and, by .
being lnserted in proximity with the character gwen by .
Mr. Toplady, it is presamed cannot fail of ‘being inter-
esting fo the reader.

. LuNcoNomas; beneath well-soundmg Greek
Islur a’name, a- poet must not speak, N
.8toad pilloried on infamy’s high stage,
_And bore the pelting scorn of half ‘anage.
~‘The very bust of slander, and the blot
For ev'ry dart that malice ever shot. :
Thé man that mentioned him, at once dlsmlss’d
All mercy from his lips, and sneer’d and hiss’d, .-
His crimes were such as Sodom never knew,
And perjury stood up to swear all true:
His aim was miscbief; and his zeal pretence,
His speech rebellion against common sense:
A knave when tried on honesty’s plain rule,
And when by that of reason a mere faol.
“The world’s best comfort was, his doom wa pass’d,
/Die when he might, he must be dami’d at last.

. Now. truth perform thy office, waft aside
The curtain:drawn by prejudice and pride;
Reyeal, the man is déad, to wond’ring eyes, °
This more than monster in his propér guise.

- He lov’d t;he World that hated him: the tear
That dropp’d upon his bible was sincere..
Assail’d by scandal, and tha tongue of strife,
His unly answer was—a blameless life: . '

¢ And he that forged, and he that threw the dart,
" Hadeacha brother’s interest in his Leart.

Paul’s love of" Chnst, and steadiness unbrib’d,

.‘Were copied close in him, and well transcnb’d
He followed Paul—his zeal a kindred flame,
‘His apostolic charity the same. - .

“Liike him cross’d’ cheerfully tempestuous seas,
Forsaking country,kmdred friepds and ease;
Like him he labour’d, and like ‘him, content
To bear it, suffered shame where er he went.

_Blush calumny! and write upon his tomb,:

If honest eulogy.can spare theeroom, . -

Thy, deep repentance of thy-thousand lies, '

-~ Which; aim’d at him, have pierc’d th’ offended. sklfegq
And say, blot out my sin, confess’d, deplor’d,
. Agamst thine i 1mage in thy saint, 0 Lord!
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. Mr, Whlteﬁeld’s executfors having received the pro-
bateof his will, February. 6, 1771, Mr. Keen, who. was
well acquamted with the whole. of his aﬁ"urs, publlsned
it, with the following introduction:
" %As we make no doubt the numerous friends of the -
_ Re¥. Mr. George Whitefield, will be glad ‘of an oppor-
tum'ky of seeing a'genuine copy of his last will and tes-
tament, his exécutors have favoured us with a copy of
theﬁﬁame, transmitted to them from the orphan-house,
in-Georgia, and ‘which they have proved in the prero- .
gative court of - Canterbary. And as it was. Mr. White-.
field’s constant declaration; he never meant to raise ei-
/the a purse or a party, it is to be remarked, that al-
most the whole suin he died possessed of, came to him
within a few years of bis death in the followmg man-
ner, viz. -Mrs. Thomson, of Tower Hill, bequeathed
im 500..—by the death of his wife, (mcludmg a bond
ofv 001.) he got 700lL-—Mr. Whltmore bequeathed him
100, and Mr. Windor 100l And it is highly probable,
that had he lived to reach Georgia, from his last north-
ern tour, he would have’ lessened ‘the above sums, by
'dls osing of thein in the same noble and dlsmtereated‘
mahner; that all the public or private sums he has been
ent usted with, have been.

- In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three .
per ons, but one God; 1, GEorcE WHITEFIELD, clerk at
present residing at the orphan-house acadeiny, in the pro-
vm e of Georgia, in North America, being, through infinite
me ¢y, in more than ordinary bodily health, and a perfectly
" 'sonndand composed mind, knowing the certainty of death,
and yet the uncertainty of the time I shall' be called by it
to'my long-wished-for home, do make ‘this my- last will and
testament, in manner and form followmg, viz.

14 Fmprimis—In sure and certain hope of a resurrection
‘to ternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ,. I commitmy
body to the dust, to be buried in the most plam and decent
m nner; and knowing in whom I have believed, being per-
su ded that he will keep that which I have commltted unto
» in the fullest assurance of faith 1 commend my seul i in-
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; f-.nhng J esus, on- whose complete and everlaslmg rwhteous-
ness. I« entlrely ‘depend, ‘for’ the justification of my’ person!'

" .and -acceptance:of :my :poor, sworthless, though I trust'sin- .

cere perforplances, at that -day when-he shall-come-in the
glory-of. his. Father, his own.glory, -and-the.glory of -his holy
angels; to, judge both the quick and. dead. In: ‘respect:to.my
Aumerican .concerns, whlcb I have. engaged in simply-and
solely‘for ‘his gredt name’s' ‘salke, T leave lldmg', corn-
y:called ‘the ‘orphian-house, at ‘Bethesda, in the province
of ! Georgla., together with: all: the ‘otlier ‘biildings lately
erected thereon; ‘and likewise all 'other buildings, lanids,e-
groes,'books, ‘furniture, -and- every -other thmg whatsoever,
which I now stand possessed of in. the :province of Georgia
aforesald to that elect lady, that mother in Israel, that.mir-
ror of true and undefiled religion, the right honourable Se-
lina, countess Dowager of Huntingdon; desiring, that, as
soon as:may be after my decease, the plan of ‘the mtended
orphan-house, Béthesda college,nay be prosecuted; if mot
practicable, or eligible, to pursue -the present -plan -of ‘the
orphan house academy,on its old‘foundation and‘usual clian-
nel: but if her ladyship should be-called to:enter her glori-
ous rest before my decease—I bequeath all .the buildings,
lands, negroes, and every thing before mentioned, which'I
now-stand possessed of in the province of Georgla afore«
said, to my dear fellow-traveller, and faithful,. invariable

. friend, the honourable. James Habersham, pxesldent of his

majesty’s -honourable council: .and should: ‘he siifvive
her ladyshlp, I earnestly recommend lum as the most
proper person to- succeed her ladyship, or to act for her dur-
‘ing ber ladyship’s lifetime, in the orphan-honse- -academy.—
With:regard to my outward affairs in England; whereads
there ‘is 2 -building commonly called the ‘tabernacle, set
apart many years ago for divine’ worship—I .give ‘and be-
queath the sald" tabernacle, and the adJacent‘house in which
I usually reside when in Liondon, with the stable and coach-
house in'the yard, adjoining, together with all books; furni-
ture, ;md every thlng else” whatsoever, that shall be found in
the house-ahd premises aforesaid; -and also the bulldmg com-
monly called Tottenham:-court chapel, together with all the
other buildings, houses, stable, coach-house, and every thmg
else whatsoever, which I stand possessed of in that part-of
- the: town, to my worthy,. trusty, tried friends, Daniel Weest;
Esq. in -Church-street, Spitalfieldey and Mr. Robert Keen,-
woolen draper, in the Mlnones, or the longer survivor of
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the t,_ 0. As'to the momes, which a kind Prondence, es- .

pecially of late, in a most unexpected way, and unthought

of means, hath vouchsafed to -entrust me with—I give and
hequ ath the sum of -100L - sterling to the right honourable,
the gountess: Dowager of Huntingdon aforesaid, humbly be-

see ing her ladyship’s acceptance of so small a mite, as a

pepper-corn - acknowledgement, for the. undeserved, un-

sought-for honour her ladyship conferred upon we, in ap-
poiating me, less than the least of all, to be one of her ladyq
ship” domestlc chaplaiuas. -

: Item—1! give and bequeath to my dearly beloved friend,
Lhe onourable James Habersham aforesaid, my late ,wife’s
gold‘watch -apd 10/, for mourning—to my dear old t\nend,
Gabriel Harris, Esq. of the city of Gloucester; who receiv-

‘ed apd boarded e in bis house, when 1 was helpless and des-

. titute,about thirty-five years ago, l give and bequeath the sum

of 5 o—to my humble, faithful servant and friend, Mr. Am-

vbroie Wright, if in my service and empioy, either in' Eng-

land or-America, or elsewhere, at the time of my decease,
1 giye and bequeath the sum of 500L,.—to my brother, Mr.

'I‘h_omas Whitefield, I give'and bequeath the sum of 507, ta .
be!given to him .at the discretion of Mr, Robert Keen—io
my{ ruther m-law, Me, Ja,mes Smith, hosler, in the mty of

of; ath, l gwe and bequeath the sum of 50l. and 20l for
fam ly moummg——to Mr. J. Crane, now 3 faithful steward

W] lam I‘ncrg, at the sane placg 1 give and bequeath the
“ of 50L.; both the su'ns aforesaid to be laid out, or laid

’1 homas Adams. of Rudborough, in Gloucestershlre,
my only surviving first fellow-labourer, apd beloved much
in the Liord, I give and bequeath the sum of 66/.—to the "~
ev. Mr. Howel Davies, of Pembrokeshire, in South
les, that good soldier of Jesus Christ—to Mr. Torial.
Jo s, Mr. Cornelius Winter, and all my other dearly beloy-
ed present stated assistant preachels at the taberndcle, and
ottenham-court chapel, 1 give and bequeath 10l each
' mourping—~to the three brothers of Mr. Ambl'ose
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anht Ann the: w1fe -of his brother, Mr. Robert anht
now faithfully. and sklllfully lahouring. and serviug -at the
orphau-house academy, I-give and bequeath the sum of 107,
each for; | mourning—to Mr. Richard Smith; now a:diligent.
attendainit on me, b give and bequeath the sum of 50/. and

* all'my wearing apparel, which I shall have with me-in my

Joulney through Awmerica, or on my voyage-to England, if
it should please the all-wise God to shorten my days in-eith
-er of those situations.—Finally; T give and bequeath the sum
of 1007, to be distributed at the discretion of my executors,
bereinafter mentioned, for mourning among my old London .
servants; the poor ‘widows at Tottenham-court chapel, and -
the tabernagcle poor; especially my old, trusty; disinterest-
ed friend and servant, Mrs. Elizabeth- Wood.  All the othe
er residue, if there be any other residues of monies, goods,
and chattels, or whatsoever profits may arise from the sale
of auy books, or any manuscripts that I may leave behind,
-1 give and bequeath to the right honourable, the countess
Dowa.ger of Huntingdon; or in case of:her ladyship being
deceased at the time of my departure, to the honourable
Jamés Habersham, Esq. before mentioned, after my funeral
expenses and just debts are discharged, towards paying off
any arrears that may be due on the account of the orphan-
house academy, or for annual prizes as a reward ‘for the-
best three orations that shall be made in English, on the
subjects mentioned in a paper annexed to this my will. And
I hereby appoint the honourable James Habersbam, Esq.
aforesaid, to be my executor in respect to my affairs in the
province "of Georgia, and- my trusty, tried, dearly beloved
friends, Charles Hardy, Esq. Daniel West, Esq. and Mr.
Robert Keen, to be executors of this my last will and ‘tes-
tament, in respect-of my affairs in England, begging each
to accept of a mourning ring.

“To all my other christian | benefactors, and more lntlmate
acquaintance, I leave my most hearty thanks and blessing,
assuring them that T am more and more convmced of the un-
doubted - ‘reality, and infinite importance of the-grand gos-
pel traths, which I have from time to time delivered; and
am so far from repenting iny delivering them in an itinerant

- way, that"had I strength equal to my inclination, I would

preach them from pole to pole; not only because:I have

“ found them to be the power of God to the salyation of-my

own'soul, but because I am as much assured that the great
Hea»d of the church hath called me by his word, prov1dence

\
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and spmt to act in this way, as that the sun shmes at-noon

day.!

As for my enemies and mlswdgmg friends, I most free-

ly‘and heartily forgive them, ahd can only add, that:the last
tremendous day wili’ only discover what 1 have been, what.

I am;

1 and what: I. shall ‘be, when tiine itself shali bé ne

more; and therefore, from' my inmgust ‘soul, I close all-my
crymo* come, Lord Jesus, come qmckly, even so, Lord Jesiis.

Amen

and Amen! GEORGE WHITEFIELD. g

“‘Thls was Wntten with the testatur s own band, and at

his desire, and in his presence, sealed, Slglled and
delivered, at'the orphan-house academy, in the pro-
vmce of Georg]a, before us witnesses, Anno Dowmi-
ni, Mareh 22, 1770.
: RoseErT BOL'mN,
. Signed, { i'nomas Dixon,
CorneLius WiINTER.”

“N.B. I also leave a mourning ring to my honoured and

dear

John| and Charles Wesley, in token of my indissoluble union

with

them, in heart and christian affection, notw:thstandmg

our dlﬂ'erence in judgment'aboift some particular points “of

dootri
tion,
ity.”?

rine. “Grace be with all them, of whatever denomlna-
thatlove our Liord Jesus, our common Lord m sincer-

~

. J o GEORG1A, Secretary s Oﬁce.
[

ined
duly
the!
befo
ordi
1779

\'"true copy, taken from the original in this office, exam-
and certified: and Ido further certify, that the same was |
proved; and the honourable James Habersham, one of

executors therein named, was duly qualified as executor,
re ~his excellency, James Wright, Esq. governor and
hary of the said province, this tenth day of DDecember,
. ‘Tromas Moovig, Deputy: Secretary. -

-

friends, and disinterested fellow labourers, the Rey.'



X Wm-:N Mr. Whlteﬁeld ‘was one day preachmg in Markete
‘ Mreet Philadelphia;,from the balcony of the court-house;

. :be.cried ‘out, “Father Abraham, who liave you iz heaven?.
.+ Any eplscopahans"” “No!”. ¢Any presbyterians?” «“No!”
[#<Any baptists?” «No!? «Have you any niethodists there”
“Nol!” - “Have yon any independents or seceders!” «“No!

No!”  «Why, who have you then?” “We don’t kuow these
names here.” All that are here are christiaus—believers in

=Christ—men who have overcome by the blood of the Lamb, .
-and the word of his testimony.”” ¢Q,.is this the casel then -
God help me. God help us all to forget party names, and

" to become christians in deed and in truth.” .

;; He'ns€d to say that all lawyers believed in. God and in
. ‘the devil. Forin their criminal indictments they state that
* . the offender acted “‘without the.fear of God, and mstmated
by devil,”

-AsPERSON of an amlable natural dlsp051t10n, came one
{o couverse with Mr. Whitefield. On his discoverivg
. nclination: in him to rely on his own agreeabie temper,
-and sweetness of manners;:fie told him, “that he apyrehend-
-éd- satan was cheating him by leading him to mistakea.
good disposition for the grace of God. I would rather you
hness of that man,” said he, pointisgto a by-
_n that the tempter should thus deceive you.”

N one occasion, preachmg in Philadelphia, Mr. White-
ﬁeld crled cut.*¢l am going 1o turn merchant to-day; 1 bave
able ‘commodities to offer for sale; but 1 say . not as
merchants do, if you come up to ‘my price 1’ll sell to
’ sbut if you will come doivn to my price; for if you have a.
~farthing to bring you cannot be a purchaser here.” It is
said a ‘man, distressed with lis condition as a sinner, receiv+
*‘ed encouragement from the remark, and depa1 ted rejoicing.

Mg. WairerieLp *used often to say, that Mr. Robert
Eastburn, father of the Rev. J oseph Lasthum, of Philadel~
“ghid, was the first fruits of his ministry in America.

C I Am going,” said Mr. Whitefield, from a stage in Phila-
delphia,. *{ am going to set a woman to preach to you to

" day.””> While the people were all waiting to see a womax
come forward, he cried out, she isa Samantan, and she
says, “Come see a man that "told me all things that eveérl -
dld.-—-Is not this the Christ?”

THE END.
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