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PREFACE.

WE live in an eventful 'period. Melancholy and deeply

afflictive are the calamities which have visited Europe. The

reign of sin has been bloody and desperate, and it still con- '

tinues very awful and tremendous. The sword of war is

depopulating the European world; and storms of wrath are .'

shaking terribly the nations. But among the many painful,

events which shock the feelings of humanity, we have 'one
'

most pleasing circumstance to contemplate. Amidst the

journals of bloodshed and national distractions, with which

the civil historian is compelled to present his readers, the

annalist of the church of God has the happier task assigned ,

him, of recording the grand victories obtained by the Cap-*;
tain of Salvation, through the ihstrume'ntaiity of those spiri-

itual heroes, he sends forth from time to time; whose lives

and talents are devoted to the interests of their divine Mas-

ter, whose they are, and whom they serve, in calling sinners^

saving souls, and fighting the good fight of faith.

High and honourable is the office of God's minister. There
is no office which a mortal can possibly sustain of equal-dig-

nity and importance; as it is an office deriving its authority
from the appointment of God himself, and promoting, in its

effects, the glory of the 'Saviour in the salvation ofhis people.
To impart the knowledge of this salvation to others, is the

highest ambition that can actuate the human breast; an am-
bition that filled the souls of prophets and apostles; an ambi-
tion which peculiarly animated the strong affections of the

2
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^

great St. Paul, and gave an ardour, an energy te all his min- \,r

istrations. Delightful and exalted employment! To j>ro- t

M
- claim the name of Jesus to sinners wandering in the wildest

error, and beclouded with the grossest blindness r-to pro-

claim him a light shining upon a benighted world; alight

dispelling thejnist of ignorance, and opening the brightness

of truth to publish the glad tidings of redemption to people
Afield captive in the strongestbonds ofsatan ; and to be made the

honoured instrument of turning them to God; a God not of

r- imfe&ibly stern- justice^ but of tender mercy in his Son.

Wliat office so important! What office so honourable! What
office so delightful as, this!

'

In.every age the great Head of the church has been pleas-

edvto raise up a train of faithful witnesses, who. have borne
v

'"
. ''.' ''.'"/

o an uniform and honourable testimony to the divine origin of

Christianity, whose special office it has been to warn, the
~

wicked, and proclaim the glad tidings of salvation by free

grace to perishing sinners. During the last;sixty or seven-

ty^years, a., very important re'vival took place in the church

tof England* To use the words- of one of her sons: "At that

> time a minister of the church of England, who ventured to

maintain her articles and homilies in doctrine, and who sup-

ported them in .fact, by a holy practice, was a kind of prodi-

gy, and met with nothing but censure, persecution, and; hard
- names from allranks and sorts of men.' Our pulpits-resound--

ed with morality, deduced from the principles of nature/

and the fitness of.things, with no relation to Christ or the.Ho-

IjF^host; all which the heathen philosophers have insisted?

on*, arid
.
with perhaps more than modern .ingenuity, and in

cpnsequence qf this, our streets have resounded with im-
'

morality."* In this unhappy time, that highly honoured
ambassador, of the Lord Jesus- Christ, the Rev. GEOB,GE

WHITEFIELB, with several other excellent men,f were rais-

*Middleton?

s'Evangelica Biographia, Vol. 4. .

fThe Rev. J. and C. Wesley, Hervey, Morgan,Jngham.-
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ed up, and made instruments
ittft|h|!,hand

of God, of
ipestor-

inff the doctrines of the reformation^ and spreading them
/ **

,
11 * ,^ * * ^ ^.^

widely amongst the population of these countries. ^

Perhaps no mau since the days of St. "Paul, not even Luthelr^
himselfj'was ey,er personally blessed to the call and conversion

of so many souls from darkness to
li^h|'? and, from the' power

of satan unto God, as Mr. Whitefield. Few, if any, i since

the apostles, have been more" extensively useful, or-laboured

more abundantly. He had such an ardent zeal for God,.aooV

inflamed desire for the salvation of sin'ners, that no labours' :

could weary him, no difficulties of opposition discourage hMi.
^

His zeal could not be confined withia the British islands.

His ardent desire for the salvation of immortal souls, cgn-

^j^^him to the distan^shbres of America, where he trav-

ell^far and wide, proclaiming the giad tidings of saltation

through faith in a crucified Itedeemer. His labours inl^oUt

hemispheres were immense; his courage undaunted; and his

zeal unquenchable. He may without hesitation, be justly

pronounced one of the greatest divines, as well as one of '

the best of men,.not only of his own, but of any^
other age.

He was long '.'a burning and a shining light" in tlie church, *-

a.nd blessed with eminent usefulness. He determined ^to
s|

know nothing but Jesus Christ .and him crucified; n^-was-^
not ashamed of that gospel he had proved to be the power 1

^of God unto salvation. He preached the doctrine of the ;

church of England, according to the conscientious

tion he had made to the thirty-nine articles of his

He held them in their, literal and grammatical' sense, the

sense commonly called caivinistic; which, however; some

dignified writers now affect to disclaim as heretical, and sub~

stitute any interpretation but the compilers.
;

,
How many thousands, in the obscure yiUftges of England, "-

would probably have lived and died strangers to the neces- :

sary triiths,of the gospel, and their saving efficacy, had not '

^

Mr.Whitefield, despising inglorious ease, and equally careless \
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f human censure or applause, ventured without the cam^,,
and endured, for the'^s^e'of Christ and souls, the toils of

?L, evangelizing these British heathen!
4 '""

' When the last trumpet shall rend the skjes, then those who

BOW, keep so close -within the lines of cold indifference,

tamely beholding the Son of God crucified afresh, shall be

clothed with shame, while those who dare to be singular in

^*> contending for the faith, and glory in reproach as their high-

esjt praise, shall enter the church above, as conquerors re -

f "turning from the field of battle, with- the spoils of their ene-

mies, and unite all their powers in ascribing to -the G'aptain.

"ef their salvation, the undivided honour of th'eir victory, and

its^ inseparable duration of. happiness.
"-"

Mr. Whitefield was, faithful andindefatigable in thelser .

' f his Masters He took up his cross, and laboured in season

and' out of Season, through evil report and good report, to

^ preachlhe everlasting gospel to the poor. The diversified

labours in which be engaged, his separation from the com-

^ moh amusements and many of the allowed habits of worldly

f society; the largeness of many of his congregations, the ear-

nestness of his manner of preaching, the. subjects on which
'

he^gejaerally treated, the evident effects produced on many
of his hearers, all contributed to fix the- observation of the

world en him. Odious appellations were frequently fasten-

ed on him and his followers. The shafts of ignorance, pre-

ojudice, illibe*rality and jealousy, were repeatedly aimed and

. cajrt~at
s
nim. But neither the anathemas of the bishops, nor

the-opposition of the clerical order, could arrest his pro-

gress> 'Great was the truth, and it prevailed.

Mr. Wiutefieldjidorned the doctrine of God our Saviour,

which,,he preached>ijahd will continue in the memory of ail

thafever knew himjas a glorious monument to testify that

"the licentious doctrines of grace," (as some have presumed
to call them) may lead to the purest morality^and holiness,

who knew him best must witness, how holy he had his
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fconyersation in , the .-world . The .vsilt collections he made

for charitable purposes, particularly f<fr%e orphan-house of

Georgia,, though most faith^uljy applied,' sharpened the

tongue of slander.
" Never-was man. more vilified and .tra-

duced than he was. Time hath affixed the seal of integrity

to all his procedures; and that awful day is coining when his

great 'and adorable Master will condemn every tongue that

has risen np in judgment against him, and say in the pre

sence of men and angels, "well done, good and faithful ser-

vant, enter thouinto the joy of thy Lord."
"

tf
?S-'

/

With respect to his talents, if the opinipn of the fewy'6?

the admiration of the multitude be taker, his pulpit^elo-

quence was unrivalled; Even Mr. Hume acknowledged "it

surpassed every
'

thing he ever; saw of heard in any other

preacher;" and that he witnessed (as many still living have

also done) ''almost a whole assembly melted into tears" by
'

it. He was endued with .popular talents, great vivacity, of
"

spirits, readiness of ..expression,
'

and a vdice remarkably

strong and- musical, and capable of the most various intona-

^ions. His manner was highly graceful and oratorical; and

his eloquence too singular, not to command the most pro-

found attentipn. Never man possessed -a greater command
of the human passions, or/better knew the way to the con-

sciences of his .hearers; he had arrows in his quiver, that

himself only knew how to sharpen. ^

LJU "Trutb-ffom his lips prevailed with double sway;
-

\

j*
.' And fools, vyho catne to mock remained to pray."

v "

The character of Barnabas may, with great propriety, fee

applied to him; "He was a good man, and full of the Hol

Ghost, and of faith." - But it may be saidyhe- was a perfect v

character. No: this is not the lot of mortals on this slde^

the grave; no human character is 'jperfect; infirmities ara

to be found in the most eminent believers. Though few pelr-'

"s'ons
possessed greater excellencies than Mr. Whitefield; 'he

!

also bad his (ailings~-they were the failings of a man-
' " '



his virtues >were the^vfo^ues^of an"apostle. The ra> of-hiS

ministry^has been exceeded only by that of Lmtheir and Cal-

vin. But he needs no-posthumous fame to blazon his,worth;
*

* *

^
*

* ?^*^!|t "*

he is alike beyond all human censure and commendation
which can affect him. On the wh'dle as a .man-ra&a Chris-

tian ras a minister, we shall belong, I fear^ ere we "shall

look upon his like again."
Itmay be proper to assign the reason which, induced me

to undertake the present edition of Mr. Whitefield's life.

is nov thirty-eight*years since it was first published,

'anlplbng since out of print, few comparatively were posses-

sed of this rich treasure, a new edition-of it was much want-

ed; and although forty years have elapsed since his life and

labours were closed, he still lives, and will long live in the

remembrance of thousands of serious. Christians in England,

Scotland, Irelandj'.and America. The high veneration' I

bear to the memory of the venerable saint departed,-induced

me to 'hope I might contribute something towards its being

|f had in everlasting remembrance. And as- it has -long been

the desire of many persons,:to see a more full and complete

account of-this extraordinary man/ than any that had ap-

peared, I judged it to.be a debt due to his. memory, and to

the Christian world, to collect and compile such an authentic

and properly arranged narrative of his life: and death, as

might be at once clear and sufficiently full* comprising eve-

jy ^article of importance. These considerations, and the

pleasure and profit I have derived from reading the account

of his unwearied exertions in the cause of God, have made

me desirous, if possible > to give it more v extensive circula-

*,\,tion, in the fullest conviction that it will afford to every gra-

7'?eious- heart, matter of thankfulness, and great joy; stimulate

-

.Ithe remaining noble army of confessors, to imitate those ex-

pediencies which shone- forth so conspicuously in him, and alt,

- the people of God to be. more diligent followers of th^ -
-.

'

'.:'.~''y

- *
^-^.

-

who tbjough faitb
;
and patience inherit the promises.



PREFACE.

T.heprcsentdifcion contains -eibry
circumstance worthy of

'

notice, both in the'public and
>ja|y,ate

character of this great

and good man. ~ A great new matter has beeiF

introduced; several ^istd^^pire^
rectified with regard

o the !nain>es-'~of persons^and ^places, dates, and Bother

minute circnmstanc'es-;- and the work is considerably enlar-

jed by inserting Several interesting and entertaining anec-

lotes,with many important additions and corrections,tbgeth-

BT with biographical sketches of the principal persons men?

tioned in-the narrative. I sought information from variojisp

quarters, and obtained it: and I have been enabled to en-

arge and amend the work, in consequence of having receiv-

ed seyeral :an.e
t

cdotes and useful hints, &c. from different per-

sons. Andftlfgladly embrace this: opportunity of publicly

expreissingVmy^affectionate and respectful acknowledgments

to tneni for their various and kind communications. I have
'

given a detail of facts a- history, not a panegyric.
'

Besides; the above improvements, the reader must be in-

formedj4hatgreatliberties have been taken with the original

composition, which has been amended throughout* Whether
this is really the case must be left to the judicious reader.

'On the whole",: it is hoped that, this edition,which has been a

work of more labour than maty be generally imagined, will

be found to contain many considerable improvements, as

well as many valuable additions. I have done what I could

to render the whole interesting and useful, and I trust that -

the work will be of lasting use to the church of God, and a

mean of edification to thousands yet unborn.

I am fully aware of the inadequacy of my talents to do-

justice to the character of so great a man. The only mer-

it I claim 'is impartiality. Having never had any religious,

connection with any society belonging to the methodists, my.t>

pen has not moved at the impulse of-party 'zeal: and if I have ,

spoken favourably of the character of their dear departed

patriarch, I wish the reader to understand* th%t what is sat
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*

is the^award of ari unbiasfid and disinterested mind; and I '

throw myself upon his candbur and indulgence, to apologize

Torwha'themay deem
defe'|:^e

in the history of 'so distin-

guished a person. T, *-* <
v
flllV

- '

, -,;.
r- 'irltf j^

I have onlyto add my fervent-swishes, that the divine Re-

deemer may render the following pages subservient to the

^display of his own glory, and the best interests of mankind,

AARON C. SEYMOUR.
i>

t, ApriT, 181if ',
.

SJVr
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GEORGE WHITEFIELD, &c.

CHAPTER T. .

From his 'birth, to his going to the University of Oxford,
Anno 1732>

THIS h ghly honoured ambassadoryoj the Lord Jesus,
was born

ber, O. Si

nephew ol

hampton,
ploymen t

at Gloucester, on the.TFG'th day of De-
1714. His father, Mr. Thomas

;Whitefield,
the Rev. Samuel Whitefield, rector of Rock-
n Gloucestershire, was first bred to the em-
)f a wine merchant, in Bristol; but afterwards

kept an inn. in the city of Gloucester. In that

married Kirs. Elizabeth Edwards,' by whom he had six

one daughter. Of these, George was thesons and;

youngest;

ly two yea
culiar tenderness, and educated with more than ordina-

ry care.

Re was

Iknowledg'i

whi, being bereaved of his father, when on-

s old, was regarded by his mother with pe-

early under religious impressions; but he ac^

d with compunction, what every body must
feel whether they acknowledge, it or not, that the bent

[of
our car lal nature is turned directly from God, and

iclinedtp nothing but evil. ., ,

Between the years of twelve and fifteen he made'

progress in the Latin classics, at
thj||ublie schojl;

and his ekquence began to appear, even-'at that ealrly

period, in]! he speeches which he
;
delivered at the annu-

visitations. It is probable the" applause, he Eeceiv.eA
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occasions, contributed|to his fondness for theat-

musements : from whence it has been insinuated

learned his oratory upon|the stage. This,how-
ever, seetns4tp have: no

('dijter foundation, than ibis acting
a fart somjefimes with $il||ellow scholars; particularly,
in certain dramatic performances prepared for them by
th'eir master: for that he was more indebted as an pra-

tor-to nature, than to arjt of any kind, must be evident

to'-alllpersons of: discernment who were acquainted.with

him. Such could not fail to observe, that his eloquence
""i. was in a great measure the effect of his genius, and pro-

ceeded chiefly from that peculiar assemblage of extra-

ordinary talents with which God had endowed him.

Notwithstanding this, it appears from his conduct that
j

,he either had not yet discovered where his talents lay
s|or could not find means to qualify himself for entering
into any profession where they might be properly exer

cised: for wh^^he was about fifteen years of agfe^ he
declined the pjnlpit

of learning^ and talked of getting
an education that would better fit him for business. Du-

ring this period, his rising genius.-wasi deprived of the

usual means of improvement, through the decrease of his

Hiotl)er?s trade; and he was ohliged te assist her in car-

rying on the business of the inn. , His turn of mind, how-

ever, though depressed, could not be extinguished ;
anc

the prevailing bent of his genius began now
strongly- to

discover itself, for even in this unfavourable situatipiv

he composed several sermons, one of which he dedica-

ted to his eldest brother: and after visiting him atiBris-

tol^he came home with a resolution to abandon his;pre-
ent employment, and to turn his thoughts a different

After this, being for some time disengaged from eve-

ry pursuitj.and but poorljp supported out of his mother's

scanty subsistence, he was in no small danger , of being

utterly ruinejl by the influence of his fplfmer compan
1

ions : but itjj|ased God,to break the snare, by filling

him with ari^iibhorrence of their evil deeds. -

About this time the impressions -bif religion began a-

gain to reeover,their influence in his breast: and wheB



fcEV.

% v

he was seventeen years df age, he
^ r ^ .

niemV of the Lord's supper. He now^became^inore"ff
watchful, both over,

h^is
owa heart and conversation.

He spent,much of his4ime in reading books of devo-

tion
';]
attended public worship twice every day: and so

deeply was he engaged in these exercises, that his

thoughts
were constantly seton the great things of rgli-

M-

CHAPTER It.

the time of his going, to the University of Oxford}
to his em&arkingfor Georgia^ Anno 1737.

\fl/
HEN Mr; Whitefield arrived at eighteen, he wajj.

to the university- of Oxford, ,where he was agiain?

exposed to the snares of the wicked: but by the graced
bf <3 od, he was enabled to resist themfand . to cultivate

an I acquaintance only with such persons as seemed ito

preserve- ar Bett^ex>f:religionj-throvlgh-the whoie of their,

deportment. ,

He was by thenii convinced of the evangelical and,
most important doctrine, (so much at that period, as well

as at the present, exploded and despised by every car-

nal; mind) thatwe "must be born again," or outward ire-

ligipa will profit us nbthing. He 'now fasted twice' a

we'ek, visited ;the sick and th;e prisoners- thus redeeinr

ingj;
the time, that no moment might be lost. He chang-

ed I the: course of his studies, reading only such books as

entered into the heart of religion, and lead to the kriowl-
.

ed^e of Jesus Christ and him crueifiied.!;

:wful rand ^gloomy was the period when methodisnr*

rthe.waie ofimethodistj as- applied t6 Mti WMtefieldi,
MrL ^esley, and thfeir foilo'v^.ei^ j the following; accoutit is

given**, In the
year l^Si the Rev. Jbhn and CKaries j Wes-

ley L with two or three ybumg; meuj occasigiaa.11^ met tbgelther;

for]
the piitpose of assisting and encouraging eatjh' other^ iil ,

their studies and religious duties; they received 'the- sacra-
hie at weekly, and regulated their employment^ by certain
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(sa called) first appeared in these kingdoms.. Serious

andrjpractical Christianity appeared to be at toe lowest

"Hbb; ,vital, religion, so flourishing in the last century,

scarcely known! and the only thing insisted on was, a

defence of the out-\vorks of Christianity against' the ob-

jections
of infidels. What was the consequence? The

writings of infidels multiplied every day, and infidelity

iiniatle a rapid" progress among persons of every rank
?

were reasoned into it by the force of
^"^A^^^^Sa --,/--
pjy^^nent, but because they were kept strangers to

^X3fi
j

rist and the power of the gospel. We have a most

rules. The exact regularity of their lives, as well as stu-

dies, occasioned a young gentleman of Christ's church, Qxr
fordi to say, "there Is a new set of methodists "sprung upi''
in allusion to an ancient college of physicians at Rome, who

.began- to nourish about the time of Nero, and continued

sepjral ages; they were remarkable for putting their pa-
tients under regimen; and were.therefore termed method-
ists; In a short time after the society increased, and in th<i

latter end of the year 1729, it consisted of the following per-
sons. Mr. \John Wesley, fellow .,of Lincoln college, Mr;
Charles Wesley, student of .Christ's church", Mr. .Richard

Morgan, of Christ's church, and Mr. Kirkham, of Merton
college. The next year, two or three ofMr. John Wesley's pu-

pils desired the liberty Ofmeeting with them, and afterwards
one of Mr; Charles Wesley's pupils. In 1732, Mr. Benja-
min Ingham, of Queen's college, and Mr; Broughton >

;of

Exeter, were added to, their number. In April in the same

.yearj Mr. Claytb'h, of Brazennose college j with two or three

of his pupils were added. About the same time, Mr. -James
Hervey, pupil to. Mr. John Wesley, and in the year 1735,
Mr. George Whiiefield, of Pembroke college, joined "them.

At that time there were fourteen or fifteen in number, all

collegians>ofone heart and one mind, and they must be consid-

ered as the first methodistsi./ They formed rules for the reg-
ulation of their time, their studiesj reading the scriptures,
and- self-examination. They also visited the sick, and the

prisoners* and received the Lord's supper e'ver'y week. Otir

Lord's parables of the leaven hid in three measures of meal,
;and ofthe grain of mustard seed, Matthew xiil. 31-34, were
'herein strikingly illustrated, for, from these very small be-

ginnings, what a great increase has been givenl/f
"Chronology^
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affecting description, of this, by bishop Butler^whom
none will suspect o'fexaggerating the fact :* "Itls come,
Iknow^not how> tb be "taken for granted, thatlChristiani-

ty is.not so juch as a subject of ,inquiry: but that it is,

now at length, discovered to be fictitious; and -according-

ly they tre'at if, as if in the present age,*J|this^was an a-

greed point among all people of discernment; arid noth--

ing- remained but to set it up as ,a principal subject?^ pjj|

mirth and ridicule;, as it were by way of\reprisals,JojrJf
its having ,so long interrupted the ^pleasures of v

*tKe^|

world." Such was the gloomy state of religion in Great
Britain and Ireland, when the Lord was pleased to cause

_ a glorious revival, in the midst of abounding impiety,

through the instrumentality of the despised metfibdists*

At Oxford, Mr. Whitefield ^ became acquainted^with
the Rev. Charles Wesley, under whose ministry he re-

ceived so much benefit, that he accounted him his spir-
itual father. And Mr. Wesley's reciprocal affection Tor

him, stands recorded in the verses at the beginning of
Mr. Whitefield's second and third Journals.

Mr. Whitefield now began to be tried as .with fire.

Not only his reputation was lost, and some of his dear/
est friends forsook him; but he was exercised wfth in-

ward trials, and those ofthe severest kind. Many nights
he lay sleepless in his bed many days prostrate on the

ground. But after he had groaned many months under

(,he spirit of bondage, God was pleased to remove the

heavy load, by giving him the spirit of adoption, ena-
*

bling him, through a living faith to la,y hold on the^Son
of his love.|

His bodily, strength being now restored, his soul was
likewise filled with peace and joy in believing oh the
Son of God. This joy was so great for some time, that

/go where he would, he could not help praising God con-

tinually in his heart, and with some difficulty restrained

himself, from doing it aloud. As he was urged to go in-

to the country for confirming -his health, he .returned to
, L

his nativ&air at Gloucester, where (his mind being now
'

" -
;

'
'

-
-

*Preface to Ia3 Analogy, May, J736 <
:
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happily^ enlightened) he preferred the sacred writings .

to 'all bthe,r -books, and read them with fervent prayer;
in the study of which* he found unspeakable profit

and delight. But inclination conspired with duty, to

hlnderliim from confining his religion to himself: hav-

ing a heart formed for society and friendship, he could

. np,t think of shutting himself up in the closet; but made
,-

? it his business to converse with young persons, about his

\rpwn time of life, in order to awaken them to a sense <bf
"

religion. God was pleased soon to give success to his

endeavours, this way, for several of them joine.d with

. him, andJjM^vithstanding the "contempt they knew it

woulf^bridg-upon them, met together from time/to time

forretigious exercises. He also read "to some poor peo-

ple in the town, twice or "thrice a week, and read and

prayed with the
v

prisoners"in the county goal, every day.

Being now about twenty-one years of age, he Was
sent for by Dr. Benson, bishop of Gloucester; who told

him, that though he had purposed to ordain none under

twenty-three, yet he should reckon it his duty to ordain

him whenever he .applied. Upon which, at the earnest

-reqqest of his friends, he prepared for taking orders*
His behaviour was very exemplary. . He first studied

-the'thirty-nine articles, that he might Be satisfied oftheir

being agreeable to scripture. Then he examined him-
self by the qualification of a minister mentioned in the

' New Testament, and by the questions that 'he knew
-were to be put at the ordination. On the SatiirdEcy, he
was.much in prayer for himself, and those who Were to

be ordained with him. On the morning of his ordina-

tion, (which was at Gloucester, Sunday, June 20, 1736,)
he rose early, and again read with prayer, St. Paul's

Epistle to Timothy j
and after his ordination went to

the^Lord's table.

The Sunday following he preached his sermon on "the

necessity and benefit of religious society" to a very crowd-
ed auditory, in the church wherje he was baptised. His
own remark on this was: "Last Sunday, in ^the.after-
noofy I preached my first sermon in the chu^ch^here J

was baptised, and also f.?st received the sacrarefent of
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the Lord's supper. Curiosity drew a large congrega-
tion together. The sight at first, a little aw,ed me; but

| was .comforted with a heart-felt sense of the divine

presence, and soon found the advantage of having been

accustomed to public speaking- when a boy at school;

and of exhorting and teaching the prisoners, and p]oor

people at their private houses, whilst at? the university.

By these means, I was kept from being daunted over

much. As! proceeded, I perceived the fire kindled, till <

at lastj though so young, and amidst a" crowd of those

who knew me in my childish days, I trust I was enahleil

to speak with some degree of gospel authority. So,ine

few mocked, but most for the present seemed struck;
and I have since heard, that a complaint Had been made-'

to the bishop, that I drove fifteen mad the first sermon;
the worthy prelate; as I am informed, wished that.ther

madness might not be forgotten before next Sunday."
The week following he set out for Oxford, whither

he- inclined to, go, rather than to the parish which the

bishop would have given him, and took his bachelor's

degree. And here he found full employment in taking:
care of the prisoners and the poor.
^ But it.was not long before he was invived to London,
to serve the cure of a friend going into the country. . He

^continued there two months, lodging in the tower, read-
^ ing prayers in the chapel twice a week, catechising and

preaching once, daily visiting the soldiers in the bar-

racks and infirmary. He also read prayers every eve-

ning at Wapping chapel, and preached, at Judga|e pris-
on every Tuesday . The first time he preachecl in Lon-
don was August, 1736, at Bishopsgate church. Having
a very young iobk,*the people were surprised at his ap-
pearance, and seemed to s.neer as he went up to the pul-

*

pit; but they had not heard him long, when their ~con-
1

tempt was turned into esteem, and theirsmiles into.grave
attention.

.

About this time, letters .came from Messrs. \$esleys

andjjlngham, at Georgia, which made him lopg to go and

help^them. But not seeing, his call clear, at the ap-
pointed time, he returned to Oxford, where , several
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youths met daily at his room, to build up each other in

their most -holy faith. With these he enjoyed much

pleasure {and in reading Matthew Henry's cbmmenta-
iv on the bible, great benefit.

In November, 1736, he was again called from Oxford,
to minister at Dumtner in Hampshire. This was a new

sphere :. of
. action, among poor illiterate people; but he

was soon reconciled to it, and thought he reaped no

small profit by conversing with them. Here he read

prayers twice a day, early in the morning, and in the

evening: he also daily catechised the children, and vis-

ited from house to house. He nqw devided the day in-

/fp .three parts, allotting eight hours for sleep and meals,

eight for study and retirement, and eight for reading

.prayers,
1

catechising and visiting the people. During
his stay here, he was invited to a very profitable cura-

cy in London, but did not accept of it, as his mind still

ran on going abroad. ,

Providence at length, seemed to open a door to him:
for he received lettersj containing what he thought to

be an invitation to go to Georgia, from Mr. John Wes-

ley, whose brother came over to procure more labour-

ers. :He readily embraced this proposal, thinking him-
self called; and having set his affairs in order, in Janua-

ry ^ 1737, went to take leave of his friends in Glouces-
ter arid Bristol.

It was in this journey, that God began to bless his

ministry in an uncommo'n manner. Wherever he

preached, amazing multitudes flocked together, in Glou-

cester, Stonehouse, Bath, Bristol; so that the heat of
the churcheswas scarce supportable : and the impres-
sions made on the minds of many were no less extraor-

dinary. But he did not stay long at any of these places,

being obliged to go to Oxford, about the latter end of

February, from whence he came up to London, to wait

upon general Oglethorpe, and the trustees of Georgia.
He was soon iptroduced to the archbishop of Canterbu-

ry, and the bishop of London, who both approved of his

going abroad.

While he continued in London, waiting for general O-
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gletbrope, it pleased _God to
:
bless his word still more j

he was indefatigable in his labours, generally preaching
four times pn.a Sunday to exceeding large auditories;

besides riding prayers twice or thrice, and walking
ten or. 'twelve miles. But finding that the general would

not sail for some tith.e, and being under particular objig-

.ations to the Rev. Mr. Sampson Harris, minister at Stone-

house, ?n Oloucestershire,,he went, at his request, to

supply his charge, while he despatched some affairs in

London. There he was happy in his public ministra-

tions; but especially in his retirements; which he used

after to reflect upon with great satisfaction.

On Mr. Harris's return to Stonehouse, he, upon re-

peated invitations, went a second time to "Bristol, where
he preached about five times a week. Here the multi-

tude of his hearers still" increased.* He was attended

by persons of all ranks and denominations private re-

ligious societies were formed collections for the poor
prisoners in Newgate made twice or thrice a week-
and large encouragement was afforded him, if he would
not go abroad. During this stay at Bristol, which was
from the end of May, to the 21st of June, he paid a se-

cond visit to Bath, where the people crowded, and were

seriously affected, as at Bristol; and .160 was collect-

ed for the poor of Georgia-. ...

'

'

-June 21, he preached his farewell sermon at Bristol^
and towards the end of the discourse, when He came to

tell them ^''it might be they would see him no more,"
the whole congregation was exceedingly affected; high
and low, young and old, burst into a flood of tears;

Multitudes, after sermon, followed him home weeping*;
and the next day he was employed from seven;in the

morning till midnight, in talking and giving advice to
those who came to him about the concerns of their souis
and salvation.

From Bristol he went to Gloucester, and preached to

*"Some hung upon the rails, others climbed up'-Mli leads;of
the church, andftaitogether' made^

the church itself
1
? so hot,'"

with their breath, that the steam W;old falUrom'the pillars!
Uke' drops of rain," LETTER xxi.

'

3*
'
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a very crowded auditory: and after staying a few days,
went to Oxford, from thence he came to London, about

the end of August. Here he was inyited to preach and

assist in administering the Lord's Supper, in a great many
churches. The congregations continually increased..

His friends began to be afraid that he wpuld Jmrt
him-

self; tout he used to say, "he found, by experience, the

more he did, the more he might do for God." ?
!

Mr. Whitefield being now very popular, his name was

put into different newspapers, (though without his consent

or knowledge) as a young gentleman going volunteer to

'Georgia, who was going to preach before the societies

at their general quarterly meeting. This stirred up
the people's curiosity more and more. He preached on

that occasion his sermon on Early Piety, which was

printed at the request of the societies. After this for

near three months successively, there was no end of

people's flocking to hear him; and the managers of the

cjbjarity-schools were continually applying to him to

preach for the benefit of the children; procuring the

largest churches for that purpose on other days of the

week^ besides the Lord's day- and yet thousands went

aw;ayj not being abje to get in. The congregations werer

all attention, and seemed ^to hear for eternity. He
preached generally nine times a week, and often admin-

istered the sacrament early in the morning on the Lord's

day; when you might see the streets filled with people

going to church with lantherns in their hands, and heap
them conversing about the things of God.*

*One Lord's day morning, at the early sacrament, Mr.
Whitefield^with his usual fervor,. exhorted his hearers to give
up .the use of the means for the spiritual good of their rela-

tions and friends only with their lives; and remarked, that I e
ha& had a brother, for whose spiritual welfare he had used

every means: he warned him, and prayed for him; and;" appa-
rently, to no purpose, .till a few weeks back, when this broth-
er ito "his ^astonishment and joy, came to his house, and with

many tears declared, that he came up from the country to

testify to him the great change that divine%race had wrought
upon his heart; and to acknowledge with gratitude his obli-

gation to $e maa wfcom. God had made the instrument ef
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As his popularity increased, opposition increased pro-

portionably. Some of the clergy became angry : two

of them sent for him. and told him, he should not preach
in their pulpits any more, unless he renounced that part
of the preface of his sermon on Regeneration, (lately

.published) 'wherein he wished, "that his brethren would
entertain their auditors oftener with discourses upon the

new birth.'^ Probably some of them were irritated the

more, by his free conversation with serious dissenters,
who often invited him to their houses, ancj repeatedly
told him, "that if the doctrine,of the new birth, and

justification by,. faith, were preached powerfully in the

churches, there would be few dissenters in England."
, Nor was he without opposition even from some of his

friends. But under these discouragements, he had great
comfort in meeting every evening with a hand of reli-

gious intimates, to spend an hour in prayer for the

spread of the gospel. And sometimes at midnight, af-

ter he had been quite wearied with the labour&of the

day, he has found his strength renewed in thi& exercise,
which made him compose his sermon upon Intercession,

The nearer the time of his embarkation approached,
the more affectionate and eager the people grew: thou-
sands and thousands of prayers were put up for him.

They would run and stop him in the aisles of the

churches, and follow him withwishful looks: but above
all, it was hardest for him to part with his weepmg
friends at St. Buhstatfs, where he helped to administer
the sacrament' tpithenfl, after spending the night before
in prayer. This was to him almost insupportable.

it. Mr* Whitefield added,, that hehad that morning received
a letter, which informed hint, that on his brother's return to

Gloucestershire, where he resided, he dropped down dead as
he was getting out of the stage; but that he had previously
given the most unequivocal evidence of his being a. new man
in Christ Jegus. "Wherefore," saidjLhis great preacher of

'

righteousness, "let us pray always for ourselves and foMhose.
who are dear to us, and never faint." See an account ofMr*
Henry, Lane, in the Evangelical Magazine,, for May, 180,6,

page!
-< a

-
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CHABTER HI.

From the time of his embarking for Georgia, to his. re-em-
".' barkingfor England,

IN the latter end of December, 1737, he embarked
for Georgia. This'was to him a new, and at first ap-

pearance, a very unpromising scene. The ship was
lull of: soldiers, and there were near twenty women a-

ihong them. The captain of the ship, and the officers

of the 'regiment, with the surgeon, and a young cadet,

gave him to understand, that they looked upon him as an

itnpostor; and for a while treated him as such. The
"first Lord's day one of them played on the hautboy, and

toothing was to be seen but cards; and little heard, but

cursing and blasphemy. This was a very disagreable
situation; but it is worth while to observe, with what

prudence he was enabled to behave among'them; and
how God was pleased to bless his patient and persevering
endeavours to do them .good.
He began with the officers in the cabin, in the way of

mild arid gentle reproof; but this had little effect.* He
therefore tried what might be done between decks, a-

mong the soldiers. And though the place was riot very
commodious, he read prayers, and expounded twice a

day. At first he could not see any fruit of his labour,

yet it was encouraging to find it so kindly received by
his new red-coat parishioners, (as he calls them) many
.of whom submitted cheerfully to be catechised about
the lessons they had heard expounded.

jri this situation things continued for some time. But
all this while, he had no place for retirement; and there

*"I could do novmore for a season, than whilst I was .wri-

ting, now and then to turn ray head, by way of reproof,,to a
lieutenant of the soldiers, who swore, as though he w,as born
of a swearing constitution. Sometimes he would .take'-the

hint, return my nod, with a "doctor I ask your 'pardon;"
and then to his cards and swearing again. M.S. >.
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no divjne service in the great cabin, both which

e greatly destred. At last he obtained his wish: one

day finding the ship captain a little inclined to favour

him, he asked him to suffer him now and then to retire

into the round-house, where the captain slept, and of-

fered him money for the loan of it. The captain would

not take the money, but readily granted his request.

Soon afterwards, the military captain, having invited

him to a dish of coffee, he took the liberty to tell him,

{'that though he was a volunteer on board, yet as he

pas on board, he looked upon himself as his chaplain,
and as such, he thought it a little odd to pray and preach
t) the servants and not to the master; and added/
f'that if he thought proper, he would make use of a
short collect now and then to him, and the other gen-
It iemen in the great cabin." After pausing a while, and

Shaking his head, Tie answered, "1 think we may when
e have nothing else to do." This awkward hint was

.11 he-got- for the present; yet he was encouraged there-

>y
to hope, that the desired point would be soon gained.

They Were detained in the Downs by contrary winds
r near a month; the .soldiers, by this time, became
ore and more civilized, and the people at Deal heard

lira gladly. There he preached thrice, at the invita-

ion of the ministers; and often expounded in the house
vhere he lodged. This work was very delightful' to

lira; but he was suddenly called away by a fair wind,
ibout the .end of January, 1736, just after he hsid

areached in Upper Deal church^

.Being again on board, he was much comforted with
;he hope of doing good in the great cabin. Having no

better place, he generally every night retired with his

friend the honourable Mr. Habersham, and his brother,
and two servants, behind the round-house, for prayer
and other

'

religious exercises
;
sometimes he perceived

captain Whiting was hearkening within. One day, find-

ng on the captain?s pillow, The Independent Whig, he ex-'

changed it for a Jbook entitled, The Self-Deceiver. Next

mpruingj the captain came smiling, and inquired who
"

the. exchange. Mr. Whitelield confessed the
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charge, and begged his acceptance of the book$ which
he said he had read,.and liked very well. . From thence-

forward, a visible alterationwas seen in him. The othv

er captain also, about the same time, met him as he was

coining from between decks, and desired, "that they might
have public service, and expounding twice a day," In

April following, he thus mentions the happy effect of

their very slow passage: ^'Blessed be God, we now live

very comfortably in the great cabin. We talk of little

else but God and Christ; and scarce a word is heard a-

mong us, when together, but what has reference to our

fall in the first, and our new birth in the second Adam."
In about a fortnight, they reached Gibraltar, whith-

er they were bound to take in more soldiers. .There, a

Major Sinclair had been so kind as to provide a lodging
for him unasked, who, with the other military gentle-

men, even Governor Sabine, and General Columbine,
received him most courteously. Being apprehensive,
that at a public military table, he might be more than

hospitably entertained; by way of prevention, he begged
leave to remind his excellency of an observation made
in the book of Esther, on the court of the great Aha-

suerus "that none did compel." He took the hint, and

genteelly replied, "that no compulsion of any kind

should be used at his table." And every thing was car-

ried on with great decorum. The officers attend-

ed at public worship with order and gravity; the

ininister also behaved with great civility; and 'all con-

curred to give him invitations to preach, which he did

twice or ^thrice in a week ;* and in the evenings and

mornings, when not on board, he expounded, conversed,
and prayed with a religious society of soldiers, who
had liberty from the governor to assemble at any time

*"Strange and unusual was the scene, both with respect
to the place arid people. The adjacent promontories, and

the largeness of the rock of Gibraltar, helped me to en-

large my ideas of Him. who in his strength settetK fsist th

mountains, and is girded about with power. And the place
, being, asitwere,apublic rendezvous for all nations, I thoiighl

I saw the world iii epitome." M.S. o ;
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in the^church. His evening expositions were attended,

not only by the soldiers, but by officers^ minjsters, at^
town's people; and; from all that could be judged^ Bis

labiours were not without the divine blessing.

Finding another society of religious soldiers there,

belonging to the church of Scotland* he sent them as

well as the- former, some proper books^talked with

several of them, and endeavoured to unite both socie-

ties together; urging on them the necessity of a catho-

lic, disioterested love, and of joining in prayer for the

advancement of the Hedee.mer's kingdom. This ex-

hortation also, by the blessing of God, had a good effect;

and two or three of the litter society, being drafted out

for Georgia, desired ienve to go into the ship with Mr,
Whitefield,, which was Veadily allowed thenii

Before the .embarkation of the soldiers, by .. the gen-
eral's consent, he gave them a parting discourse in the

church : and afterwards, from time to tinrc, at the weath-

er permitted, he preached to them on board their res-

pective ships. Colonel Cochran, who commanded, was

extremely civil; and soon after setting sail, there was
such a change in captain Mackay, that he desired Mr. ,

Whitefield would not give himself the trouble of ex-

pounding and praying in the cabin, and between decks,
for he would order a^drum to beat morning and evening,

'

and himself would attend with the soldiers on the deck.

This produced a very agreeable alteration they were
now as regular as in a church. Mr. Whitefield preach-
ed with a captain on each side of him, and soldiers all

around; and the two other ships' companies, being now
in the trade winds, drew near and joined in the worship
of God. The great cabin now became a Bethel both

captains were daily more and more "affected a cruci-

fied ^Saviour
j
and the things pertaining to the kingdom

of God, were the usual topics of their conversation;

Once, after sermon, captain Mackay desired the soldiers
to stop, whilst he informed them, that to his great sharjie,
he had been a notorious swearer^ but by the instrumen-

tality of Mr. WhitefieWs preaching, he had now
left;

it

;9ff-r-arid exhorted them, for Christ's sake, to go and do
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.likewise. The children were catechised, and there was

||reformation throughout, the iwhole soldiery.
; The wo-

men cried, "what a change in our captain!" The bad

books and packs of cards, _ which Mr. Whitefield , ex-

changed for bibles and other religious books, (abund-
ance of which were given him to disperse by the Soci-

etyfor promoting Christian Knoieledge) were now thrown
overboard

;
and a "fever, tnat prevailed in general

through the whole ship, helped to make the impressions
sink deeper. For many days and nights he visited be-

t^ixt twenty and.thirty sick persons, crawling between
d'ecks upon his knees, administering medicines or cor-

dials to them, and such advice as seemed suitable to

their circumstances. The sailors did not escape the fe-

ver; and captain Whiting gladly went with him to visit

them. One of them, -in particular, Who had been a

most notorious scoffer, sent for him in a bitter agony,

crying outlbpon and lamenting his wicked -life* The
cadet who was a cabin passenger, being also seized, was
wounded deeply told Mr. Whitefield the history of his

life, and informed captain Mackay of his desire to leave

the,army, and to return to his original intention (having
had a university education) of devoting himself tovthe

service of God7 MX Whitefield was also himself seiz-

ed, but through the Divine blessing recovered, and was

won able to perform the burial service over the sh'ip's

cook, who had lately said, "he would be wicked tilltwo

years before he diedj and then he would be gopd."* But,

alas! this boaster was cut off in about six hours* They
lancled the beginning of May, 1 738. After preaching
his ferewel sermon, he arrived at Savannah on the 7th

of that month.
" ~

* Upon this voyage (many years after) he made the fol-

lowing reflection :-?A long, and, 1 trust, not altogether

unprofitable voyage. What shall I render to the Lord

for all his mercies? Besides being strengthened to-go

through my public work, I was enabled to' write letters,

"and com'pose sermons,- as though,! had been on Jand.

-ilEven at this distance of time, flie remembrance of the

happy hours I enjoyed in religious exercises on the
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is refreshing . to my soul
;
and though nature sometimes

relenteci at being taken from my friends, ahd : little -accus-

tomed to the inconvenience of a sea life; yet, a c6h- !

sciouSness that I had iri view the glory of (Sod, and the

good of souls, from time to time, afforded me unspeaka-
ble satisfaction.

1"

One Mr. Delamot, whemMr; John Wesley* had left

: *The Rev; John Wesley waa.of .the inferior size
,j

his vis-

age-marked .with intelligencey singularly neat -.and 'plain in

his .dressj a little cast in his eye, :
6bservable on.particular oc-

casions; upright, graceful, and. remarkably active. His un-

derstanding, naturally exceUent\ and acute, was highly
stored with the' attainments of literature: and he posses-
sed a fund of anecdote and history, that rendered 'his com-,

pany as entertaining as instructive* His mode of .address
in public was:

chaste and solemn, though not illumined wiith

those cgruscations of eloquence j
which marked, if I may use

Ihat expression , the discourses of his rival George White-
field; but there was a divine simplicity, azeal, a v.enerable-
ness in his manner j which commanded attention, and .never
forsook him in his latest years 5 wheniat fourscore he rejtaiti-

ed still all the liveliness of vigorous old age. His health was
remarkably preseriVed "amidst ,

a scene of labour and per-
petual exertions of jnind and body, to which few: ni.en
would have been equah Never man possessed greater per-
sonal influence, over; thevpeople connec.ted: ;%ith him. N_or
was it an easy task to direct so vast a machine, where, a_-

midst so many hundred wheels in motion, some moved ec-

centrically, and hardly yielded to ;the impulse of the main
spring. I need not speak of the exemplariness of his life:

too .many .eyes were upon him to admit of his halting; nor
could his weight have been maintained a moment longer,
than the -fullest conviction impressed his people, that he was
an eminently favoured isaint of God, and as distinguished fiat
his holy walk, as for his vast abilities^ indefatigable labour,
and singular usefulness.

' His enemies reviled him, and wodld, if possible, rob him
of the meed of well-deserved honour,by imputing to him ob-

jects below the prize he had in view. Never was there a
more disinterested character; but he was a man, andhe must
have been more than.man, if, with the consciousness of his
own devotedness, the divine blessing on his labours, and .the

high admiration, in which he was held by his followers., rhe
Had not sometimes thought of himself more highly /than he

4
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as a schoolmaster at Savannah, received Mr. Whitefield

at the parsonage-house, which he found much better

than he expected; Having met some of Mr. Wesley's
converts here, he on the morrow read prayers, expound-
ed in the court-house, and waited on the magistrates;
but being taken ill of an ague and fever, he was confin-

ed for a^week. ..-

* When he recovered, he found every part bore the as-

pect ofan infant colony; and, what was morediscouraging
still, it appeared^likely to continue so, by the nature of

its constitution. "The people (says he) were denied the

use of both?rum and slaves, The lands were allotted

them according to a particular plan, whether good or

bad
; and the female heirs prohibited from inheriting.

So that, in reality, to place people there on such a foot-

ought to think. We exhibit no faultless monsters. Elias was
a' man of like passions as ourselves. Mr. Wesley is gone to

give an account of himself to Ms proper Judge, by whom I

doubt not all his iniquity is pardoned, and his infirmities

covered. And now that envy and enmity have been some
time laid asleep in his grave, 1 rejoice in observing his char-

acter rise in general estimation, and most highly respected
by those who/'knew him; but, it will now hardly be a ques-
tion with any;-man, whether he would not rather have, been
-John Wesley

!

t who died worth ten pounds, than Lavington,
bishop of .Exeter, who so bitterly reviled him.
As a man, as a Christian, as a minister, we shall not, I fear,

,
look upon his like again speedily. After passing through
evil report and good report, during more than sixty years of

incessant labour, -he entered into his rest in the 87th year
"

of his age. Whatever ignorance of his real character, the

fatuity of prejudice&or the insolence of pride, may have sug-

gested, the day is corning, when his great and adorable Mas-
ter will condemn every tongue that hath risen up in judg-
ment against him, and say in the presence of men and an-

gels, "Well done good and faithful servant, enter thou in-

to the joy of thy Lord!" /See art impartial and succinct His-

tory ofthe Church of Christ, Sfc. Vol.-.III..page 274.. By the

^JRev. T. Haweis,L.L.B. and M. D. Rector of All Saints,

Aldwinckle, Northamptonshire; Chaplain to the late Countess

Dowager of Huntingdon; and Chaplain to the Right Won.: the

Earl of Peterborough. .

'

;
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was ^*^e tetter *^an to tie tneir legs, and bid-thelh

ttrllk: .The scheme was well meant at home
; but, as

to^matiy years experience evidently proved, was abso-

lute impracticable in so hot a country abroad., How-^

ever, that rendered what I had brought over fiom my
friends, more acceptable to the poor inhabitants

;
-and

gave me an occular demonstration, which was what
wanted, when the hint was given,* of the great necessity
and promising utility of a future orphan house, which
I now .determined, by the divine assistance, to get about

ir earnest. The Sultzburghers, at Ebenezer, I found
h id one

;
and having heard and read of what professor

JFranck had done in that way in Germany, I .confidently

lisped thatiSbmething of the like nature might be, own-

eJ, and succeed in Georgia. Many poor orphans were
there already, and the .number was likely soon to be in-

creased. As opportunity offered, I visited Frederica,
bnd the adjacent villages, and often admired, consider-

i ig the circumstances and disposition of the first settlers,

jtnat
so much was really done. The settlers were chief-

ijj^ broken and decayed tradesmen fr&tn. London and
i'other parts of England, and several Scotch advenfar-

J^rs, (highlanders) who had a worthy minister, *named

lUtacleod; a few Moravians, and the Saltzburghers, who
vere by far the most industrious of the^whole. With
;he worthy ministers of Ebenezer, Messieurs Grenaw
ah4 Bolkius, I contracted an intimacy. Slany praying
people were in the congregation, which, with the consid-

eration that so many charitable people in England had
been stirred up to contribute to Georgia, and such faith-

ful labourers as Messieurs Wesleys and Ingharp had
been sent, gave me great hopes, that, unpromising; as
the aspect might be, the colony might emerge in Aime
out of its infant state. Some small advances Mr. Ing-
ham had made towards converting the Indians, who
were at a small settlement about four miles from Savan-

*"It was first proposed .to me by my dear
frieo^.,; Mr.

.Charles Wesley , who, with general Qgiethorpe, had c^ncert-
ed a:scheme for carrying on such a design, before I

tfrought of gpibg- abroad, myself.'* I
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nah. He went and lived among them for a few months,
and began to compose an Indian grammar; but hie was
soon called away to England f and the Indians, (who.were
only some run away Creeks)were in a few years scattered

ordead.. Mr. Charles Wesley had chiefly acted as secre-

tary to general Oglelhorpe; but he went to England to

engage more labourers; and not long after, his brother,
Mr. John Wesley, having met with unworthy treatment,
both at Frederica and Georgia, 'soon followed. All this

I was apprised of; but think it most prudent not to re-

peat grievances. Through divine mercy, I met with

respectful treatment from magistrates, officers, and peo-

ple. The first I visited now ancFthen; the others, be-

sides preaching twice a day, and four times of a Lord's

day, I visited from house to house. L was in general

xnostiCordially received; but from time to time found,

that, c&lum, nqn animum mutant, qui trans mare currunt^

though lowered in their circumstances, a sense of what

they formerly were in their native country, remained.
It' vyas plain to be seen, that coming over was not so

jn,uch out of choice, as constraint; choosing rather to be

jioor in an unknown country abroad, than beholden to

relations, or live among those who knew Jhem in ftiore

-affluent circumstances, at home. Among sotpe
i' of.these,

the event, however, proved, that the wprd tpok efieC'

tual- root. I n;as really happy "in my little foreign cure,
and could have cheerfully remained among them, h'ad

1 not been obliged to return to England, to receive

priest's orders, and make 1

a beginning towards laying a
foundation to the

1

orphan-house. And thus the place I

intended to hide myself in, became, through my being
obliged to return for these purposes, a mean of increas-

-ing tljat popularity which was alreadylbegun ;
but which

by jne was absolutely unforeseen, and as absolutely un-
'

designed,"*

^"During
1 my stay here, the weather was most intensely

hot,,s'ometimes -burning me almost through my shoes. See7

ing others do it who were as unable, I determined to inure

myself to hardships, by laying constantly on the ground,,
which, by use, I found to be so far from being a~hardship,~lhaf
afterwards it became so to lie in a fred," M.& "'"$$
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,|n August, he settled a schoolmaster/in an Adjacent

village; leaving fltr. Habersham at Savannah, and part-

ingiiifectipnately with his flock, lie went to South Caro-

/Jiria, .
At Charleston he paid a visit to commissary Gar-

den;; and at his entreaty preached the next Sabbath

morning arid evening, in a grand church resembling one

of the new chqrches in London. The people at first

despised his youth ;
but hi* engaging address soon gain-

ed imeir general esteem. Mr. Garden thanked hiiri most

coraially, and apprized him of the ill treatment Mr.

Wesley had met with in Georgia, and assured him, that

the same arbitrary proceedings to conimeiice aV

stbim, he would defend him with his life and forr

He also said something about the colony of Geor-
that much encouraged him, as if he thought that/its

ishing was not very far off; and that CharlestcJii

fifteen times bigger now, than when he (Mr: Gar-
first came there.

had been his practice in Georgia, especially at Sa-

iah, to read prayers and expound, and visit the sick

e a day. On Sunday he expounded at five in the

mcjining,- at ten read prayers and preached, and at

three in the afternoon: and at seven in the evening ex-

poujnded the church catechism. IIow much easier is it

for

fau

tun

flbu

was
flen

van

the clergy in England, Scotland, or Ireland, to tind

twith such a faithful brother in the ministrj', than to

follow his example !

CHAPTER IV. ,-!!'

his. embarking at Charleston for- London, to

preaching first at Moorfield, 1739.

SEPTEMBER 6,,^p|fMr. Whitefield agaia em-
barked on board a vesllSfeund front Charleston to Lqn-

th
they had a perilou^fvoyage for near a/-fortnight -;

ship was much out of repair^ and short of provisions,"~
they were about a third part of their
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they met with a Jamaica man who had plenty of every

thing. He sent for Mr. ;vY>itefield on board, a^d offer-

ed him a most commodious birth ;
but he did not .think it

right to leave his ship-mates in distress, and therefore

returned to his own ship,, with such things as they were

pleased to give him. The remaining part of the yoy-
J

age was still more ^perilous. The only thing cpmforta-

bje, was,:that in the midst of these trial?, deep impres-
sions were made on some that w.ere on board. All con-

stantly attended public worship twice, and some thrice

a day. The captain was heard to say, "Lord break
this hard heart of ^mine!" Others were impressed-

particularly captain (Madman, a passenger, on .whom a

wonderfulchange was wrought, and afterwards, at his own

earnest request, became Mr. Whitefield's fellow-trayel-

Jer. At length^ after nine weeks tossing and beating to

and fro, they arrived safe in Limerick harbour. "I

wish," said Mr. Whitefield, "I could never forget what
1 felt, when water and other provisions were brought us

from ashore. One Mr. Macmahon, a country gentleman,
came from his seat at midnight, on purpose to relieve

us, and most kindly invited me^ though unknown, to his

house, to stay as long as I pleased."
At Limerick, he Was kindly received by bishop Burs-

cough, who engaged him to preach in the/Cathedral ;

the good efiects of which, he heard of many years af-

ter. "From thence he went to Dublin, where he preach-
ed, and was entertained most cordially by archbishop
Bolton,^ bishop

1

Rundel, and Dr. Delany. He then sail-

ed for England, and after a passage of twenty-four
hours, landed at Parkgate, November 30, Preached at

^Manchester twice on the Lord's day, and came to Lon-

don, on Friday, December 8.

Some of the clergy now began to shew their displeas-
ure more and more, and, likejgth& pharisees of old, to

thrust him out of their synag^^s|vfor in two day's time

.five churches were denied himiipHe was coldly receiv-
ed by the archbishop of Canterbury and the bishop of
London. The trustees for the colony of Georgia, re-

- csived him-more cordially were highly satisfied with
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conduct, during his stay in the colony ;
and at the

req lest (by letter) of the magistrates and inhabitants,

the y presented him with tfie living of Savannah : and

onjliis declining to receive any salary, readily granted
hin. five hundred acres of land, whereon to erect an

orphan house; to collect money for which, together with
tak ng priest's orders, were the chief motives of,his re-

tui^ting to England so soon.

fear a, month elapsed, before a board sat .to make
these returns. But during that interval he was nothitio

idle He and his brethren embraced every opportuni-

ty [of preaching, wherever the churcfres were open to

them.* But as the clergy's aversion increased, so did

the eagerness of the people to hear. Societies were

forjtaed in various parts of the. town. A large room iij

Fetter lane was the general place of rendezvous, where

they had frequent meetings, and great satisfaction in

social prayer,t And he and his brethren were so much
engaged, that for some days he could walk, and preach,
and visit societies, with very little sleep, and Teligioua
exercises seemed to be their meat and drink.

]0n Sunday, January 14, 1739 hewas ordained priest

atlOxford, by his good friend bishop Benson.f-

f 'God gave us a most pleasant gospel Christmas season,

anjl
such a happy beginning of a new year, as I had never

seen before." M.S. and Journals. :.

SOQ
oi-d

'It was a pentecost season indeed. Sometimes whqle
its were spent in prayer. Often have we been filled as

wit new wine. And often have I seen them overwhelmed
witi the divine presence, and cry out, will God, indeed,

ill with men upon earth
1

? How dreadful is .this place!
This is ;ho other than the house of God, and the gate of heav-
en!

^Shortly, after the late countess of Hutingdon was brought
to

jthe knowledge of fthe truth as it is in. Jiesus, bishop Ben-
who. had been lerd Huntingdon's tutor, was sent for

jr to :re
T

ason vpith her ladyship respecting her opinions
, conduct. Butshe pressediliim so hard with articles and

toiijittves, and so plainly and faithfully urged upon hini the.

^responsibility of his station under the great head of
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pjeaehed twice to/
a very crowded congregation , an& ad-

ministered the sacrament at the castle, he returned to

London, January 15. , , ..}.'

As he, had collected so much for the
charity-schools

last .year, lie reasonably supposed that the .pulpits would
not be denied him for the use of ihe Georgia, orphan-
house this year. But the

religious
concern advancing,,

and spreading more and more, opposition also increased.

Pamphlets were published against his sermon On Regen-
eration; pulpits rang with invectives against him

;
and

his brethren,ith;e parish priests, threatened some of their

parishioners wlthjCprogecuticms, for letting him pray and

expound in their houses: but all in vain; this "only .in*

creased their zeal, any" strengthened the cause( New
awakenings were heard of in various parts:

and "What
shall I.do to be saved?" was tte repeated question of

every day.
All the pulpits were not as yet shut up; two or three

churches were yet allowed him to preach -in, to collect

for the orphans of Georgia, and for erecting a church

for the poor Saltzburgh refugees, at Ebenezer. The
Rev. Mr. droughton behaved nobly on this occasion.

Application being made to him to deny Mr. Whitetield

his pulp*t, he boldly replied, "haying got the lectureship
of St. Helen's by Mr. Whitefield's influence, if he in-

sists upon it, he shall have my pulpit." Mr. Whitefield

preached, but (Mr. Broughton losing the lectureship) he
blamed himself much far his conduct. / > A

In Bristol he had the use of the churches for two or

the church, Jesus Christ, that his temper was ruffled, and he
rose up in haste to depart, bitterly lamenting that he had ev-

er laid his hands on George 'Whitefield, to whom he imputed,
though without cause, the change wrought in her. ladyship.
She called him back; "My. lord," said she, ''mark my
words: when you come upon your dying bed, that will be"
one o'f the few ordinations you will reflectupon with compla-
cence." It deserves remark, that"bishop Benson on his dy-
ing bed, sent ten guineas to Mr. Whitefield, as a tokeh;df
fcis favour and approbation) anU begged to be

by him in his prayers*
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Sundays, but -soon found they would not;be open
long

1

. The dean being absent, the chancel!t>Er

threatened to suspend him. In about a fortnight every
door was shut except Newgate, where he preached^ and

collected for the poor prisoners, and where people

throtagedi :andWere much impressed ;- butihis also was r

shut; igairist him, by orders from the mayor.
Before his first embarkation, for-Georgia, when-he

talked of going abroad,'numbers in Bristol used to re-

ply,!
"What need of going abroad? Have we not Indians

enough at home? Jf-you have a mind to convert In-

dians, tliere ai'e colliers enough in Kihgswood. Andbe-

forejlie left London, whilst preaching, at Bermondsey
cbur|( h, and seeing so many thousands that could not

in, he had a strong inclination to go ofat and preach
to th^m/upon one of the tomb-stones in the ehurcbVyard;

he mentioned to some s of?his friends, who looked

he notion
j atfirst, very unfavourably; yet were

This

upon

willing
to take itinto farther consideration. At Bristol-

he thought he had a clear call to try this method. The
i he was told, were very numerous; so rude and.

uncultivated, that none dared to go near them; neither

hey any place of worship; and often, when pro-
, were a terror to the whole city >of Bristol. Afr

had!

voke
ter much prayer and deliberation, he one day went to

Hanham-mount, and, like his Saviour, standing on a hill,

addressed about one hundred colliers, upon Matt. v. 1,,

2,31'

near

with
1

been

his li

This soon took air, and the number increased to

TWEN/TV THOUSAND. The gladness and eagerness
which these poor despised outcasts, who had never)

in church in their lives, received the word from

ps, ,is above description. "Having (as he writes)!
no

righteousness
of their own to renounce, they were!

glad to hear oX 41 Jesus, who was a friend to publicans,
and came not-to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance,

thought (says he). it inight be doing the service of iny.

or, "who had a mountain for his pulpit, and the heavens
. _ 1 i -i - i i i V /-'>

Crea
for hi

ed
J ~*^^

M.S,

so|;lnd^ng^board; and who, when his gospekieas refits-.-

' the Jews, -sent his servants into the highways' and
a TIT C3

" x --<?-*.
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The first discovery of their being affected, was to see

tfo white gutters made by their tears, .which plentifully
fell down their black cheeks, as they came out of their

coal pits. \Hundred and hundreds of them were- soon

brought under deep convictions, which, as the event pro-

bed; happily ended in a sound and thorough conversion.

The change was visible to all, though numbers chose to

impute it to any thing, rather than the finger of God.

As the scene was new, and I had just began to be an ex-

tempore preacher, it often occasioned many inward con-

flicts. Sometimes, when twenty thousand,people were
before me,.l had not, in my own apprehension, a word to

say, either to God or them. But! never was totally

deserted, and frequently (for to deny it would-be lying

against God) so assisted, that I knew by happy experi-

ence^ what our Lord meant by saying, "out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water." The open firma-

ment above me, the prospect of the adjacent fields, with
the sight of thousands and thousands, some in coaches,
some on horseback, and some in the trees, and at time*
all affected and drenched in tears together, to which
sometimes was added the solemnity.'of the /approaching
^evening, was almost too much forj and quite overcame
me."

Besides the colliers, thousands of airranks came from

Bristol, by some of whom he was invited to pleach in a

large bowling-green, in that city. The novelty of the

sight caused some to sneer, to see a stripling mount a ta-

ble on what they termed unconsecrated ground. But
God enabled hinv uflmoved, to preach the gospel of

Christ with power and success. From all quarters, peo-
ple flocked under great concern about their souls.

Sometimes he was employed almost from morning to

.tiight, giving answers to those who came in great distress,

crying;out, "What shall I do to be saved?? More assist-
|

aiiipe was wanted; he therefore wrote to Mr. John Wes-
j

ley, who had never yet been at Bristol, and having re-
j

ceived a favourable answer, recommended him and his i

brother, in the strongest manner, to the people, and ear-
]

nestly prayed that the last might be first; for he-was i
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rjtnined to pursue the scheme of the orphan-house,
return again to his retreat at Georgia,
r. Wesley being come, he took an affectionate leave

of his friends at Bristol, and made a second excursion to

Wales; where ari awakening had begun some years be^

forb, by the instrumentality of the Rev. Griffith JpneSj
and was now carried on by the ministry of Mr. Howel
Harris, a man of energetic powers, great zeal, and con-

siderable learning. They met at Cardiff. Travelling

togt ther, they preached from town to town, Mr. White-
field in English and Mr. Harris afterwards in Welch, to

mahy thousands, meeting with much opposition, and

many threats; but were enabled to bear all with pa-
tien

April 8. From Wales, he went to Glocestershire;

Here a church was.allowed him for once or twice, but

no more. However, he preached in Boothall, (the place
where the judges sit) and in his brother's field, to nu-

merous congregations.* His deep concern for the salva-

and undaunted fortitude.

the time of Mr. Whitefield's preaching in Gloucester^

old Vlr. Cole, a dissenting minister, used to say, "these are
the iays of the Son of man indeed." TThis Mr. Cole, Mr*
Wh .tefield, when a boy, was taught to ridicule. And being
asked once by one of his congregation, what business he
would be of? He said, "A minister; but he would take
care never to tell stories in the pulpit like old Coles" A-
bbut twelve years afterwards, the old man hearing him
preach, and tell some story to illustrate the subject he was
upoi, and having been informed what he had before said,
made this remark to one of his elders: "I find that-young
Whitefieid can now tell stories, as well as old Cole." He
was much affected with Mr. Whitefield's preaching, and so

humble, that he used to subscribe himself his curate; and
went about preaching after him in the country, from place to

pli^ie. But one evening, whilst preaching, he was struck
witb death, and then asked for a chair to lean on, till hecon-
cluled his sermon:'when he was carried up stairs fie died.
Mr Whitefield's reflection upon this, is "O Blessed God!,
if lit be thy,hqly will, may my exit be like his!"

"

j.As
to Mr. Whitefield's telling stories in the pulpit, some'

peihaps may find fault, but, besides that he had an uncom-



tion <of his countrymen,;his ^relatives, ^nd fripnjjs, (|

labouring under great bodily weakness),^<;au&ed^iin to

conapty with their invitation to preach at Paihswick,

Cheltonham, Evesham, &Gi &c. .&c. Wanclering thus

ffoin place to place, standing at market crosses,
;in ba,rnsj

and highways, conferring not with flesh and blood, when
! he might have

liye'd
at ease; pressing on through evil

and gobd report; and yet'
!he was supported and pre-

-served.*

''April 21, he again went to Oxfordj
to visit his niethod-

f'ist ^-friends; and in a few days came to London, where
!:Be attempted to preach at Islington church, Mr. .Stone-

%buse,^lhe minister, being a friend to the^methodists;
but in the midst of the prayers, -the church warden

caniej-and forbade bis preaching in the pulpit. He might,

^per'haps, have insisted on his right to preach, yet, for

-peace sake, he declined; and after the communion ser-

vice ;was over/he preached in the church^yard.
Opportunities of preaching in the churches being

now denied him, and his preaching in the fields being
-attended with a remarkable blessing, he judged it his

duty to go -on in this practice, add vientured the follow-

ing "Sunday, April 29, into Mbdrfields. Public notice

vhaving been given, and ;the thing being new and shigu-

-Iar,-upon coming out'of the coach he found an incredi-

'ble number of people assembled. Many had told him,
that he should never 6me again outof that .place alive.

of passages, proper enough to be thus told/ and a

$J>eculiar talent of telling them; it was certainly; a njean of

^Sfe-awing multitudes >to hear hita] who would not have attend-
Uie'truths of ^the gospel delivered in the ordioary man-

this visitinWaleis,he preached one day neairthfe cas-

tle at Carmarthen, from'thes^ words " Turn ye to the strong
holds, ye prisoners ofhope." A poor man by affliction, con-
fined to his habitation, which was'situated on' the rivel-'Gwil-

ly, about a mile from the towjij wasleft at.home alone, while

the_ rest of his family went to hiear^Mr.-Whitefieid; On
their return he said .to them, i)ont thiiilc I bjaye heard no-

thing of the sermon: he told jFbii there are strong folds
hope.'* . ,
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'

, however, between two of his friends, who

by t|i e pressure of the crowd were soon parted entirely
* '

'

\f' i" i
' 11* .TJ_I_ .1* j.ji

him, and were obliged to leave him to the mercy
rabble. But these, instead of hurting him, form-

--4Jane for him, and carried him along to the middle

of the fields, (where a table had been placed, which

was|Jbroken in pieces by the crowd) and afterwards back

again to the Wall that then parted the upper and lower
Moo
lion

Fine

ing
|

threo'miles distant from London, where be preached to

a vast multitude, who were all attention, and behaved
with

beea

'fields,- from whence he preached without molesta-

to an exceeding great muititttde in the lower fields,

ng such encouragement, he went that same even-
o Kennington^common, a large open place, near

as much regularity and quietness as if they had
in a ehurchi

CHAPTER V.

fVojom his preaching in Moorfields, &c. to his laying the

'foundation of the Orphan-house in Georgia, 1740.

FOR several months after this, Moorfields, Kennirig-
tonJTcommon, and Blackheath, were the chief scenes of

action;' At a moderate computation, the auditories of-

ten consisted of above TWENTY THOUSAND. It is said,
thei r singing could be heard two miles off, and his voice

near a mile. Sometimes there were upwards of a hun-
dred coaches, besides waggons, scaffolds, and other eori-

trivances, which particular persons let out for the con-:

vehience of the audience. Having no other method to

take, he wa$ obliged to collect for the .orphan-house in

thJB fields, or not at all, which was humbling to him and
his friends who assisted him in that work. But the wil-

lingness with which the people gave, and the prayers
which they put up upon throwing in their mites, were
veiy encouraging. In the mean while Mr. John Wes-
ley was labouring with great zeal at Bristol; and his

5
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Brother, Mr, Charles, in London and elsewhere;

Ingham-had been preaching in many churches in Ydrk-

shire, Mr. Kinchin in Oxford, and Mr.:
Rogers in Bed-

fordshire. ^ Thus the seed sown was.gradually increas- .

edy and the embargo which was now laid on the ship-

pingi gave him leisure for more journeys through va-

rious parts of England ;
and God was pleased to crown

his labours with amazing success.

Some demur happening in Bristolj he went there for

a few days, put Mr. John Wesley (who had now"made

progress in building the Kingswood school, and also had

begun a room at Bristol) in full power, and took him a-

long with him, and introduced him as a field preacher
at QlQUcester and other places. Every where the word

seemed to sink deeper and deeper into tits hearts of

the hearers. Singing and praying was heard in Kings-
wood, instead of cursing and swearing,- and in many
other places the fruits of righteousness evidently ap-

peared.
Many false reports were now spread abroad concern-

ing him. Not a journey he could make, but he was
either, killed or wounded, or died suddenly. One

groundless fiction was continually invented after anoth-

er, and the bishop of London laid hold of^tnis occasion
for publishing a charge to his clergy to avoid the ex-

tremes of enthusiasm and lukewarmriessV But amidst
these discouragements, he was not left without the coun-

tenance and friendship of several person's of influence.

The embargo being taken off, and upwards of'a THOU-
SAND POUNDS collected for the orphan-house, he sallied'

the second time for America,, August 14, 1739, with a

family consisting ofeight men, one boy and two children^,
besides his friend Mr. Seward.

'

After a paisag^fof nine weeks, he arrived at Phila-

delphia in the beginning of November, and was imme-

diately ,
invited to preach in the churches, to .which peo-

ple of all denominations thronged as in England.* From

. *"The effects produced in Philadelphia at this time by the

preaching of Mr.. Whitefield, were truly astonishing. ;
Nuni-
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thence he was invited to New York, by Mr. Noble, the

only person, with Whom hei had an acquaintance in that

Upon his arrival, they waited on the commissary ;

ie refused him the use of his church. Mr. White-

, therefore, preached in the fields, and on the even-

of the same day, to a very thronged arid attentive

ence in the Rev; Mr. Pembertbn's meeting-house:;
continued to do so twice or thrice a day for above a

i, 'with apparent success. ;

n his way to and from Philadelphia, he also preach-
t~Elizabethtown, Maidenhead, Abington, NeshamK
Burlington, and New Brunswick, in the New Jerseys;
irie thousands gathered from various parts, among
in there had been a considerable awakening, byJthe

umentaiity of a Mr. Frelinghuysen, a Dutch "riiin-

-,
"and the Messrs. Tennents, Blair, and Rowland.*

;i of almos.t all religious denominations, and many -.vlio had
nojoonneetion with any denomination, were brought to in-

quire, with the u1;mpst earnestness, what they should do to

hel saved. Such was the eagerness of the multitude, to lisi

ten to spiritual instruction, that there was public worship re-

gularly twice a day for a year; and on the Lord's day it w'as

celebrated generally thrice, and frequently four times. Ah
agied man, deeply interested in the scenes which then were
witnessed, and^who is still living, has informed th writer,

that-thesCity (not then probably a, third so large as it,uow is)
cor tained TWENTY-SIX societies for social,prayer and reli-

gious conferences; and probably there were others not
known to him." JHemoirs ofMrs, Hannah Hodge, published
at Philadelphia, 1806.

"
.

|])uring this visit to Philadelphia he preached frequently
jr night from the gallery of the : court house in Market*

inst

iste

et. So loud was his voice at that- time,'that it was,dis-

aft

str

tinclly heard on the Jersey shore, and so distinct was
speech, that every word he said

i?
was understood on

ird of a shallop at Market-street wharf, a distance of up-

hi

hi)

rds of 400 feet from the court-house. All the interme-
diate spac'e was crowded with his hearers. This fact w.aa

cp umunicated to the recorder ofit by a gentleman lately de-

ep ised, who was in the shallop.

This truly pious ~anA eloquent man, being invited to

preach in the Baptist church, proclaimed the terrors of th'e
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He had also the pleasure of meeting with the venera-

We Mr. Tennent, as well as his sons, and with Mr. Dick-

inson.*' It was tfq less pleasing than stfange to him, to

see such-gatherings in a foreign land; ministers and

people shedding tears; sinners struck with awe; rind^e-

ribus persons, who had been much run down and despi^

sed, filled with joy. Meantime the orphan-house affairs

.went on well. The cargo brought from England, was
sold for their benefit. A vessel was purchased, of

which captain Gladman was master; a young man, who

,had lately received serious impressions under Mr.

divine law with such energy to those whose souls were alrea-

dy; sinking under them, that a few fainted away. On this

occasion, however, his error was publicly" corrected, by the
Rev. Gilbert Tennent, who, standing at the footbf the pul-

pit, .and seeing the effect produced on the assembly, inter-

rupted and arrested the preacher by this address: "Broth-
er Rowland, is there no balm in Gileadl- is there nq-ghysi-
cian there!" Mr. Rowland, on this changed' immediately
the terror of his address, and sought to direct to the Saviour,
those who were overwhelmed with a sense of their guilt:

but, before this had taken place, numbers were parried/out
of the church in a state of insensibility.'' .-Ibid.,

*"Mr. Tennent, and his brethren in presbytery, intend

breeding up gracious youths for our Lord's vineyard* The
place wberein the young men study npwy is a log-house, a-

bout twenty feet long, and near as many broad. .From this

despised place, seven or eight worthy ministers of Jesus
have been sent forth, and a foundation is now laying for the
instruction of many others. The workj I am pursuaded, is

of God, and therefore will not come to nought." -Journalsf

N&oember 32, 1739.
"

..''.'
. i The eventhas verified his judgment about .-this institution,

"

It is now a large college at Princeton, in New Jersey;
7 and

has already had -many worthy presidents, (some of whose
names are well known in the learned world) such -as Mr,
Dickinson, Mr. Burr, Dr. Jonathan Edwards, Dr. Samuel
Davies, Dr. S. Finley, Dr. Witherspoon, and at present :t)r.

.Samuel S. Smith, by whose abilities, care and:

activity, 'it- is,

under providence, in a very flourishing condition. ^;
Dr. Witherspoon died on the 15th day of'lfpyem%r, 1794,

in, the 73d year of his "age. And the Rev.JDrr |mith .was

ifna&iinously chosen bis successor, May, 6, 1795.:
'

'

x
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himself as mate.
,

.

Many little .presents were made to, his family for sea-

storses , f

and'the injfcended jujube. And about the end of

iN^,ember, te-toofcliis leave of his family, iand order-

ed thejn te pooeed on their voyage to SaVannah t while

Aim&^fTwiiH Mr. Seward, and two more, determined to

.go thither by 'land, -
, 13

Numbers followed, some twenty, some sixty tailes

cfui-'from Philadelphia. Travelling through Pennsyl-
vania, the Jerseys, New York, and back agaib to Mary-
land, Virginia, North and South Carolina, preaching all

along; to -immense congregations, he at length amy'ed

January 11, 1740, at 'his beloved Savannah. /,
On his arrival at Sava-nnah, he was very happy' to

e his family, who had got there three weeks before

him : and to find by letters from England, New York,
&c. that the work of God prospered. Bat it was a mel-

anplioly thing to see the colony of Georgia reduced e-

o a much , lower bb than when he left 4t, and a!-

deserted by all but such as could not well g away.

ven
tnos

Employing these, the efore, he thought would i>e of

singular service, ncl me money expended, might also

be^fi means^-of. keeping them in 'the colony.
~

Before his arrival, Mr. Habershatn had pitched tipon
a. plot. of ground for the orphan-house, of five hundred

acres, 'about ten mile^ from" Savannah, and' had already
"began tp-clear and stock it, .the orphans being accom-
inodatedjn a "hirfcd hous.

'he first collection.he made In America, was at tlie

\ Mr. Smith's meeting house in Charleston, whitherKe
he
>the

po.

went -a'bout the middle of March, to see his brother,

captain of a ship from England. He was desired

some of the inhabitants, to speak, in behalf of the

orphans; and the col1e.0tioa amounted to ser<entj
nds sterling.

'. taving returned to Savannah, he went to the spot ol

rund, where he intended .the orphan-house, should be
tu U, and upoa >the 25th. f JVfarch, 1,740, laid

"! the.grea.t h%is,
vfimwty. By thia
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a hmidred fc

ery.little woffe.y^n featik^ tr<!

was tjot discouraged, -being^j>ersnad
3ed that$h

tjest thing, fae.'cotiJd ''do -at present for the infant colony
wa%to'taTry*oia the work liongvtcfter this he write^

"Blesiedrbe 'God, I have no't been disappointed in -tht

liope, that it \vodld be ahouset)f mercy to -many, both

in respect to bodj -and soul." M.S,

CHAPTER
Ms flaying 'the .foundation of his wphanJiouse in

'Georgia, to his -arrivalin England, 1741.

MRrWHITEFIELD'again set oflf in a sloop for

castle, in fennsylvania, where he arrived in ten, days,

extrenjjely weak in body, and his spirits much depres-
ised.; y'et, as he afte^ardsjjbserved, Providence was -in-

"finitely^'better to him than his fears, and exceeded his

most sanguine expectations; for his strength was sur-

prisingly increased, insomuch, that- during the space of

two months, he was enabled to preach two Ur three

times a day.
- "At Philadelphia, the churches ivere -now 'denied him.

He therefore preached in the fields, and large Collec-

tions were made for the orphan-house once, one hun-
dred &nd ten pounds i sterling. Societies for praying and

^singing were set on foot, and in every part of the -town,

many were Concerned about their salvation,* ""Many

church was formed by the Rev. CJilbett Tetineut, out
r
t>f those who were denominated the followers and converts
of Mr. Whitefield. No less than 140 individuals were re-

ceived
a||flrst,

after a strict examination, as members of this

nstituted church. The -^admission
of a large -num-

'was delayed, onty because their exercises andspir-
^te had , not yet attained such maturity <as to '-afford

^nanlaction to themselves, or to the officers of the

Memoirs ofMn* H,
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?' saysMr.Whifefreld, some mmiiring:,
i.

v ' " Ov
*

: vV
New YorkjTSFew Brunswick, Staten Island, Basken-

, Whitely Creek, Frogo Manor, and Reedy Island,
ther; was great -concern -upon the minds both of,the

preacher and hearers.
v

Sometimes he was almost dead with heat and fatigue.
'Thrice a, day he Was lifted up upon his horse, unable to

rt otherwise
;
then rode and preached, and came in

aiH himself along upon two or three chairs. He
io't doubt but such a course would soon take him to

iis dlesired rest. Yet he had many delightful hours with

Messrs. Tennents, Blair, &c. '"Night," says he, "was
as if were turned into day, when we rode singing

through the woods. I could not help recommending
these men, wherever t went, in the strongest manner,
because I -saw they gloried in the cross of_ Christ."^ .

a Journal written by Mr. William SewardY,.(Mr.
efield's companion in travelling) we have the foilow-

>articulars belonging to,this period,

.pril 9, 1740. Mr. Whitefield proposed my going

igland upon several important affairs, particularly

ing over Mr. Hfttchins to take care v
of the orphan-

e m|his absence
;
to acquaint the trustees of Georgia

In

tot)

hous

aim

state of the colony,,and the means under God,

&r|t le better establishment thereof^ it being now upheld >

st wholly 'by the soldiery and orphan-house, most of

jeople who are unconcerned in either, being gone
diiag. The .proper means are principally three;
n allowance of negroes. 2. A free title to the

3, An independent magistracy, viz. sach as.are

and willing to serve without fee or reward. My
busi

'the

ness with the trustees will be farther, to bring over

money lodged in their hands for building the church

avannah. I Etm, moreover, to, collect subscriptions
a negro school in Pennsylvania, where Mr.*|White-

lc proposes to take tip -land in order to settle a. "town

he reception o'f such English friends, whose hearts

shall icline :to come and settle there,"

1 3, >Mr-,
r

Teneflt informed us
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sticcess which had attended Mr.
when here last. For some vtime a genefal&siience was
fixed vby the Lord on the people's minds, and many be-

gan seriously to~think on what foundation they stood. A
general outward reformation has been visible. Many
ministers' have been quickened iB.xtheir zeal to preach
the word in season and out of season. Congregations
are .increased, and some few, it is hoped, will be brought
through their convictions, into a sound and saving con-

version,1 '

"April 14. Mr. Jones, the Baptist minister, told us of

iwo other ministers, Mr. Treat and Mr. -Morgan^ who
were^soaftected^wkh Mn Whitefield's spirit, that the

latter had gone forth preaching the" glad tidings of

salvation towards the sea-coast in the Jerseys, and ma-

ny -o.thej places which lay in darkness and the shadow

of'^ea%U The former told his congregation, that he

had|been hitherto deceiving himself and them, and he
could ;apt preach to them at present, but desired they
would 'join in prayer with hji-"

P. f A / < W
,

_,

41
April 15. We were informed that an Indian trader

was so affected with Mr. Whilefielcl's doctrine, that

he js gone to teach the Indians, with whom he used to

trade.""- ^
''April 18. This day was>lblishecl, Mr. Wtiitefield's

letter to the inhabitants of Maryland, Virginia, North
.and Sou<th Carolina, about their abuse of the poor Ne-

"Heard of a drinking club that had a negro hoy at-

- tending <them, who used to mimic people for their diver-

sion. The gentleman bid him mimic Mr. Whitefield,
which he was very unwilling to do: but4hey insisting

tupon it, be stood up and said, "Lspe&kiJie truth in Clirist,

I lie nbt; unless you repent, you will all be damned."
This unexpected speech broke up the club, whieh has

aiot met^since."
"' -^ Notice was given of a new lecture at Ger-

mantowQ v-ery Thursday, tty four ministers."
1

# VApril 22, .Agreed with' Mr. Allen forv'e thousand
acres -of land oa *h forJss -o^ Delaware, t .
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sterling, the(cpnveyance to be made to 'Mr. Whitefield,

and after-that assigned to me, as security for my adtfan-

the money. Mr. Whitefield proposes to give
for building the negro-school on the

before he leaves the province."

pril 24. Came to Christopher Wigner's plantation,

in Slsippac'k, where many Dutch people are settled, and

where the famous Mr. Spalemburg resided lately. It

wasliurprising to see such a multitude of people gath-
ered together in such a wilderness country, thirty miles

distant from Philadelphia. Mr. Whitefield was exceed-

ingly carried out in his sermon, to press poor sinners to

come to Christ by faith, and claim all their privileges;
viz. [not only righteousness and peace, but joy in the

Holy Ghost; and after he had done, our dear friend, Pe-
ter I bhler,' preached in Dutch, to those who could not

understand Mr. Whitefield in English."
"lefore Mr. Whitefield left Philadelphia, he was

d_e-
sired "to visit one^who was under a deep sense of sin,

from hearing him preach. And >in praying with this

perse HJ he was so carried beyond himself, that the whole

comj any (which were about twenty) seemed to be filled

with the Holy Ghost, and magnified the God of heaven."
"A pril 25. Rose at three o'clock: and though

Wai

Whi
bled

five|
as f|kiiaii^-Mr^ Gilbert Tennent, Mr. jRowland^ Mr.

was^ very weak in body, yet the Lord ena-

him to ri^e near fifty miles, and to preach to about
housand ^people at Amwell, with the same power

;s, and Mr. Campbell, four godly ministers met us
here

26J Came to New Brunswick- Met Mr;
We Jjironi New York, a zealous promoter of our Lord's

He said /their society at New York was
increased from seventy to one hutidEed and seventy, and

daily increasing; and that Messrs. Gilbert and Wil-

Tennent, Mr. Rowland and several others, were^
labourers in our Lord's vineyard."

*
pril '28th. Had a toest affectionate parting with
lear Mr. Whitefield, and our other brethren.'?

rest of Mr. Seward's journal was written mostly

liam

hard
"

ouri
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during his passage to England, where,he,,\arrived Jun$

19, and> with which it concludes. Mr.'fWhitefield, in

the new^edition of his Journals, 1756, observes: "April

-28, 1740. This -was the last time I saw my worthy
friend; for before my return to England, he was enter-

ed into his rest, having left behind a glorious testimony
of the transforming efficacy of everlasting grace. This

hath also been the happy case of his brother Benjamin,
who lately .finished his course with joy."
With great joy Mr, Whitefield again arrived at Sa-

vannah, June 5, bringing in money and provisions, more
than five hundred pounds sterling; and to his great en-

coqragement the minds of many were wonderfully im-

pressed, and there evidently (appeared the strongest
marks of the divine blessing on the undertaking. His

family was now increased to one hundred and fifty, and

hiSj-friends believing the work to be of Qod, continued

cheerfully to assist him.

;Titiough he was now very weak in body, yet the cry
froorlvarious quarters for more preaching, and the ^ne-

cessity of supplying so large a family, made him go again
to' Charleston, where, as well as at many other towns,
the people thronged. Charleston was the place of his

i greatest scces*,*and of the greatest opposition. The com-

t missary thundered anathemas, and wrote against him,
/-but all in vain; for his followers and success Vtill more
f and, more increased,, He preached twice almost every

f.jflay to great crowds, in. the Independent and Baptist

/-meeeting-houses; besides expounding in the evening in

fc- merchants1 houses. Thus he went on successfully,

thovrgh often ready to die with excessive heat.

At the end of August, having received letters of in-

Titation ifrom the Key. Dr.'Colman and Mr. Cooper,
ministers in Boston; and longing to sec the descendants

pf(the good old Puritans, and their seats of learning, he

sailed in the Orphan-house sloop for New England, in

company with several Charleston friends; and^arriverf
. at Rhode Island, September 14. Here he was visited

(among others) by the Rev. Mr. Clap, a very venera-

ble and aged dissenting minister, (in whom he thought
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what manner of men the old Purjtans were) who

procured him the church, in. which he preached twice a
f 111 ff-L t I

*"

1 * A "

he saw

day, tc

fore li

ants, I

n-law

numerous and deeply affected auditories.

This wa& a good entrance into New England, and be

got to Boston his encouragement increased; for

being! net ten miles from that city by the governor's

son, arda train of the clergy and principal "inhabit-"

:hey conducted him to Mr. St nf -rd
5
s, hrother-

to Dr. Colman, who, with |Mr. Cooper and oth-

ers, c< me and joined in prayer.
Jonathan Belcher, Esq. was then goX'ernor of the Mas-

achus Jtts colony, and Josiah Willard secretary. Both

heseij gentlemen were his sincere friends: so were the

ministers,
Messrs. Webb, Foxcraft, Prince, Dr. Sewall,

}ee, &c. To avoid, however, giving any just offencej

ie weiit to the English church
;
but not being permitted

o pr6 ich therein, he began at Dr. Colman's meeting-
louse, and then in all the rest, and Sometimes on the
common. '

The governor, the secretary, and several of the COWK
cil, generally attended, treating him with the greatest

respect. Old Mr. Walter, successor to Mr, Elliot, com- .

raonly called the apostle of the Indians, at Roxbury, said',
K
it was[Puritanism revived." And Dr. Colman saidy

"thatlit w.as the happiest day he ever saw in his life."

He| preached also at many other places, to great mul-
titude) of people. The gentlemen of the greatest re-

pute had their houses open in every place; collections--

were readily made for the orphans: and, in about a week,
having preached sixteen times, and rode one hundred'
and seventy miles, he returned to Boston, October 6.

Here the congregations were still inqreasedj and his

labours were crowned with increasing success. At his

farewel sermon, it was supposed there were near TWENTTT
THOUSAND people. He received a great number of let-;

ters, and could have spent whole days in conversing with:

those; hat came to him under soul concern. Ministers
and students attended, and even little children wre im-
pressed. The contributions for the orphans amountedr
to nea r five hundred pounds sterling.
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next went to Northampton, hav ing an ear*

nest desire to see the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, and to re-

ceive from the mouth of that eminent divine, an account

df a remarkable conversion there. At every place on

the road pulpits were open, and a divine unction attend-

ed his preaching.
^

At Northampton, when he came to remind them of

what God had formerly done for them, it was like put-

ting fire to tinderi Both ministers and people were
much moved; as were the children of the family, at an
exhortation which their father desired Mr. Whitefield

to give them. '^

After leaving Northampton, he preached in every
town tpilarge and affected congregations. And October

23, reached Newhaven,* where he was affectionately
received by Mr. Pierpont, brother-in-law to Mr. Jonathan

Edwards, and had the pleasure of seeing his friend Mr,

Noble, of New Ydrk, who brought him letters from

Georgia. It being assembly time, and the governor and

burgesses then sitting, he stayed till LordVday, and had

*The attention of the people in general was greatly awa-
kened upon hearing the fame of him, that there was a remark-
able preacher from England travelling through the country*
The pepble Hocked to hear him when he .came to Newhaven;
Some travelled twenty miles out of the country to hear
him. The assemblies were crowded, and remarkably at-

tentive; people appeared generally to approve, vand their

conversation turned chiefly about him and his preaching;
Some disapproved of several things which he advanced;
which occasioned considerable disputes. I heard him when
he preached in public, and when he expounded in private in

the evening, and highly approved of him, and was somewhat

impressed by what he said in public and in priVate. He
preached against mixed dancing and frolicking of males and

_ females together; which practice was then very common in

?3Bfiew England. This offended some, especially young peo-
ple. But I remember I justified him in this in my own mind,
and in conversation^ ^rith those who were disposed ,to con-

demn him. This was in October, 1740, when I had entered
on my last year in College.-^iS'ee .jjfemoirs ofDr* Samuel

Hopkins.
r.
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easure to see/riutobers impressed. The good old

f'M^f .< 't^t u -,*.^'i-.. 0%
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goverior
was

a^Tepted^in ajparticular manner, and^at^a

private
visit whicjt

'

Mr. Whitefield/'paid
"

him, said,

"than ts be to God lor such r.4freshings^in our way to-

heavejn."
On Monday morning he set forward, and preached

with usual success at Milford, -Stratford, Fairfield, New-
ark, and Stanford, where he was visited by some minis-,-

ters under deep concern.

This was on the borders of New York province, into

which he now again entered, and preached at Rye and

KingVbridge, on his way to the city of New Yerk,
where he arrived October 30. Here for three days su<?-

cessively, and afterwards at Staten Island, Newark, and

Baskepridge,
his preaching appeared to be attended

with jmore success than ever. At Trenton he had a

long conference with some ministers, about Mr. Gilbert

Tehrient's complying with an invitation to go and preach
inNeiv England., After prayer, arid considering the

arguments b6th for and against this proposal, they
thoug it it best he should go ; which, however diffident of

himse If, he was persuaded to do. And his ministrations

were attended with an extraordinary blessing to multi-

tudes, as is particularly narrated elsewhere.*
What sort of reception Mr. Whitefield had in New

England, will farther appear from the following letters

of 'some eminent ministers of Boston, and adjacent
towns! published by the Rev. Josiah Smith, of Charles-

ton, in the South Carolina Gazette :

i

_

*Se<? Pridde's Christian History,, or, Historical Collec-
tions if the Success of the Gospel, Vol. ii. where the facts
are se

Ab( ut this time Mr. Whitefield wrote his le'tter to some
ohurc!
to .cer

See Hforks> Vol.
6

:*

down in the order of time.

members of the Presbyterian persuasion, in answer
ain scruples and queries which they had proposed.-^



., _,. ,.,

KM<ea$jm

tio\^^^^^^^^(^f^'(ym:, ^expectations
r m1iclftallli9l?ilotirnals ^mdre/ and 'Mr. f.
;i-v- "":*it;aE$s^iK'i^&,-i. <?!-,-'; -7 --' ''-
^, cpn(mr^^||!^ra^hem; but We , own, now

sihaye:seieh anlfch&araiiM

d^an^ex^e^ed/nljit only in his zealous

a^l|eryent abounding labours, 'but in the command of
'it - *- '"-'-*- and affections of > his hearers. He has ; been

ts an angel pf^God, and a servant of Je-

riiope this .visit to us will be of very great

jpe and benefit-to ministers and people. He has found

his -heart and mouth much opened-to speak freely and

t)oldly'to us, and he finds it received with joy."

By the same gentleman :
J

"NOVEMBER 9, 1740,

;. and Dear Sir,

"MR. WHITEFIELD'left us seven weeks ago';' the

week w,e heard of him in Philadelphia, i hear
much of the presence of God is with him. lie has

left a blessing behind him, we hope with'us. Our peo-

ple,' high and low, old and young, are very swift to ,hear.

The'excellent meekness of Mr. Whitefield's answer to

the Querists, will honour him to you."

Another writes thus : i

"

OCTOBER -22, -1740.

"THOUGH it is always a singular pleasure to ime to

kear from you, yet your two letters by Mr. Whitefield,
had a new circumstance of pleasure from the dear hand
that presented them. I perceive you was impatient to

know what sort of entering in he had among us. We
(ministers, rulers, and people) generally receive Bim' as

an angel of God. When -he -preached .his^farewell <ser-

onbn in our cemmon, there were WENTY-THJR,EE 'THOUS-

AND, at a moderate computation. We are abundantly
convinced; that'you spoke the words of truth and sober-

ness in your sermon relating to him. Such a power and

"presence of God with a preacher, arid in religious as-

semblies, I never saw Before; but I would not limit the

\

,:J*w

\ i

BS^^ .^i/_*' i^it-^a^ilv^.^
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friend there^Mr. ^ S; ine^fetqr, who has fallow-

ed.

War
ed hii to NorthamptoDj and will for

,

Geor|iia But Mr. Whitefield has hot a warmer: friend?&

any j

has C
coach

.jtiere, than the first man aaiong. us; Our governor
ewed him the highest respect, carried him in his

from place to place, and could not help following .

him fifty miles out of town,
'

1 hope the religion of the

ry will fare the belter for the impressions left oncount

him.'

. Th e same gentleman writes :"

a dis

satis;f

speal
when
unde

"DECEMBER 2,4740.

"The man greatly beloved, I suppose, may be witht

slbre now. Jfhat his yis.it here will be esteemed

inguished mercy of. heaven by many, I am w
ed. Every day gives nite fresh proofs of

ing in him. A small set of gentlemen amongst us,

they saw the affections of the people so moved
his preaching,would attribute it only to the force

1

of sound gestures. But the impressions on many are so

lasting, and have beencso transforming, as to carry plain

signatures of a divine hand going along with him."

'^Another gentleman writes:

"NOVEMBER 1, 1740.

"I received yours by the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, with
whon I coveted a great deal'more private conyersation
than 1 1 had opportunity for, by reason of the throngs of

people almost perpetually .with him. But he appears
to be 'full of the love of Ood, and fired with an extraor-

dinary zeal for the cause of Christ, and
ajpplies

himself
With the most indefatigable diligen^/ifiht ever,W|is
seen among us, for the promoting the good of souls.

His' head, his heart, his hancls, seem to be full of hi*

Mas<

goes

er's business. His discourses, especially when he

into/ the expository way^ are very entertaining*
lAr 7 '

'

*
'
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. Eyery eyie'is fixed upon him, and *every ear chained to'

oliislips.^ Most- are"very much affected; many awaken*
ed and convinced,' and'- a^generah seriousness excited.

niff address, more^especially to the passions,'is wonderful,
and beyond what I have ever seen. I think I can truly

say, that his preaching has quickened me, and I believe

it has
many^others besides, as well as the people. Sev^

eral of my flock, especially the*ypunger sort, have been

brought under'convictions', by his preaching; and there,

.is this remarkable amongst them^ of the good efiect of

his preachingj that the word preached now by us, seems

njofe precious to them, and cornea with more po^er upon
them. My prayer for him is, that his precious life

may be lengthened out, and that he may be an "instru-

ment of reviving dying religion in all places whitherso-

ever he comes, whoYeems to be wonderfully fitted for,
-

jas well'as spirited to it."
-i% .,

'Saturday, November 8, Mr. Whi^field came back to

'*Ehiladelphia;'a.nd preached-to several thousands, in a

liouse built for the purpose, twice a day, till November
17, when he again left jthat city; 'and on the 22d of the

samg finonthj; he got. to Bohemia, in Maryland; from,
whence he went to Rhode Island, ,

December 21, he set sail for Charleston, in South

Carolina, and here he makes the following'remark : "It-

is now the seventy-fifth day, since I arrived at Rhode
Island. My body was then weak, but the Lord has

|

much renewed its strength. 1 have been enabled to

I
pleach, I think, an hundred and seventy-five times in pub-

I lie, besides exhorting frequently in private. J have

I
travelled upwards of eight httndred miles, and gotten up-

1 wards of seven hundred pounds sterling, in goods, provis-
jons,, and money, for the Georgia orphans. .Never did

Iperfprm my journeys with so little fatigue, or see such
a continuance of the divine presence in the congrega-
tions to whom I have preached. Praise the Lord, O my
soul." :-

. AfterVa pleasant passage of eight or nine days, he ar-

rived on the, "14th of !December at the 6rphan house,

leaving Mr. JdlSathan Barber superintendant of the spir-
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itual, and MrrHabersham of the temporal affairs. Af-

ter spending a very happy Christmas with biVfamity,

he seT off again for Charleston, were he arrived Janua-

ry 3,[l741 ;
and on the 16th. went on board for England.

He arrived March 11, at Fallputh, tode post to Lon-

don, [and preached the Sunday following at Keaning-
ton-common. .......

CHAPTER VII.

his arrival in Engtand, in the y,tar 1741, 'to 'his

'leaving Scotland the same year. ,,

HE now found himself in a new and unexpected sit--'

itibrij on account of having written two letters against'
'The whole Duty of Man, and Archbishop Tillotson. This

gave! great offence to many ;
and he says, "Mr. ,J 4 Wes-

ley, Some how or other, had been prevailed oh to preach
a,nd print in favour of perfection, and universal redemp-
tion;; and very strongly against election, a doctrine

whicl I thought, and do now believe, was taught me of

^Iherefore could not possibly recede from. Instead

ping thousands to attend me, scarce /one of myof*ba

spiritual children came to see me from morning tonight.

(a

Once, at Kennington-common, I had not above a^ hun-
dred to hear me. It would have meked any heart
to h'sve heard Mr. Charles 'Wesley and me weep-
ing after _ prayer, that, if possible, the breach might
be prevented. Once I preached in the Foundery,

ce which Mr. John Wesley had procured in my
absence) on Galatiaus iii. but Was suffered to preach
there! no more.

"

All my work was to begin again. One
day, i was exceed ingly refreshed in reading Beza's Life
of Calvin, wherein were these words: "Calvin is, turned

\. '.'*.: '
' *

out of

this to

Geneva, but behold a new church arises." But
as not all: for a like scene opened at Bristol,

e*. - *H f



66 MEMOIRS OF THE

6
/where 1 Was denied preaching in the house I had found-

ed. A breach ensuedl"*

",
At this time Mr. Ceanick,! with several others, join-

*Abouttthis time, hejlijttendeil at the parliament-house to

give information concerning the state of the colony in Geor-

gia.

j-The Rev. John Cennick was
,
one of Mr.. White field's

most popular and useful fellow-labourers. He possessed a
"

sweet simplicity of spiritj with an ardent zeal inv the cause

pf'hiri)ivine Master. On the 4th of July, 1755, his happy
'spirittbok its flight to the^mansions of bliss, to enjoy, through
eternal ages, uninterrupted communion and fellowship with
a triune Jehovah, reconciled in Christ Jesus, after he had

passed a life of thirty-five years, in this world of sin and sor-

row. -" '
'

'-

"'

; i

Mr. Cennick was rather below the middle stature, of a

fair countenance, but of a fairer mia'd. A good understand-

,,;;ing, an, open temper, -and tender. heart characterised the

man. His Christian qualities were not less distinguishable.
\ If;unaffected humility, deadness to the world, a life of com-
munion ."with God, and a cheerful reliance on a crucified

Saviour constitute the real Christian, he was one in an emi-
~xtet degrees Nor were the evidences of his call to themin-

istry less striking. Few ministers have felt a warmer love

to Jesus Christ', jfew Avere more unwearied in preaching his

r> gospel; few triumphed more in his cross^ or suffered mpl-e

patiently in his cause. As to success in his labours, perhaps
J/there was not one in his day, except Mr. Whitefield, more

highly honoured in this^particular. 'Tis true, his langrfage
was aot with tlie enticing words of-man'a wisdom; yet his

doctrine and address were powerful, and found access to the

hearts of thousands. The gospeMie so diligently and faith-

fully dispensed, was the . food of his own soul. He drank

deeply of the cup of religious pleasures. His altar was not

to an unknown"God,? he exalted not a Saviour whose virtues-

be had neverproved;' he pointed not to a.Spirit, under whose

almighty influence he had not lived; he directed -not to a

heaven, the happiness of which he had nofanticipated. His

career was short;, but if life may be estimated, by the coin-

.- yaritive quantity of good produced in it, the.n this truly ac-

->tJve, spiritual, and useful man, may' be, said to have lived to
' a good^pld agCr

Where, on thipside heaven, can a more enviable persoa ,

than; iieliyhose mind is thus furnished;, whose soal
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ed'M r. Whitefield., They began a new house in Kings- V
wood, and established a school there. Aad herej and in

several other pjabes, $hey .preached to very large and

serious congregations, in the same manner as he had
h America.
e weather not permitting to preach' in Moorfields,

free-grace dissenters procured the loan of a piece

done

Th,

some
of ground, and built a large temporary shed, which fte

called a tabernacle. A fresh awakening immediately
began. Congregations grew exceedingly large, and at

the people's desire he sent for Messrs: Cennick, Harris,

Seag

wich

ave, Humphries, &c. to assist.

Frssh doors were now opened to him, and many invi-

tations sent him from places where he had itever been.

At a| common near Braintree, in &ssex,
r

upwards of TEN
sANDi persons attended. At Halstead, Dedham,

' ishall, Wethersfields, Colchester, Bury, and Ips-

At

Scot

whe
cord

the congregations were very large and much af-
*

.. ..,..-'

"
..;

'

'

: v" ..-,. :

:

..
':

-

this period also, he was^strongly solicited to visit

and. He therefore went jfrom London to Leith,
e he arrived July 30, 1741. Here he,was most

ally received by several -persons of distinction,

is, thus enriched; whose lips thus drop sweetness; whose life

is .thus devoted; whose Cervices are thus crowned, and whose-
death is thus blessed] He may not haye moved in the cir-

cles of the great; he may not;have ranked with characters of

litefar>y fame; he may not be- able to trace his pedigree
through families of noble bloody he may not have soared on
the jwings

rof philosophic pursuits; bat he has pierced ~th

clouds; he has explored the celestial regions; he has present-
edits delicious fruits, and invited us to, arise and possess the
landl "O my soul, come thou into his'' secret, into his as-

sembly mine honour be thou united!' 3 See Life of the Rev.

Johr.Cennick} by the Rev. Matthew Willcs, prefixed to his Ser-
mom;

. /

Sweet was the conversation I had with* several minis-
ters of Christ. But our own clergy grew more and more shy,,
now they knew I was a calvinist.^ though no doubt._ ourr - ai>-

ticl^s are calvinistical." M.S.
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f<*jrfc> pressed him to prea'ch at Edinburgh ; >tft this he

declined, and Went directly to' Dunafefailih, and preach-
ei4 in Mr. Erskine's meeting-house.

*
' '

V Mr. Ralph Erskine accompanied him to Edinburgh,
where he preached in the orphan house park,* {field

Reaching being no novelty in Scotland) to a very large
Wd. affecte,d auditory; alsb in the West Kirk, in the

Canhongate church. Returning to Dumfermlin he there

attended the conference of the associate presbytery,
iinet, as they said, "to discourse, and to set him right a-

fiojut "church government, and the solemn league and
covenant." Mis- Wbitefield told them,.they might save
themselves that trouble, for he had no scruple about it,

and, that settling church government was not his plan.
Several replied, that every pin of the tabernacle was

precious. He answered, lhat in every buildfng^there

were outside and inside workmen? that the outside at

present was his province, and if they were called to the

other, they might proceed in their own way, and he
would in his. When required to preach only for them,
h'e asked, why only for them? Mr. Ralph Erskine said,

"They were the Lord's people." He then asked, were
no others the Lord's people? If not, and "others were
the devil's people, they had more need to be preached
,to; that all places were alike to him; and that if the

pope himself would lend him his pulpit, he would glad-

ly proclaim in it the righteousness of the Lord Jesus

Christ.

-Thje^ result of all this was an open breach. Mr.
Whitefield retired -very thoughtful to his closet; and af-

t^preaching
in the fields, sat down and dined with the

presbytery, and took a final leave.

*A 'gentleman after having
1 heard Mr. Whitefield preach

in the orphan-house park, was met in his way home by a'n

eminent minister, under whom he usually sat, and w^Sp.ex-
pressed great surprise that he should go to hear such a man.
The gentleman gave him this answer: "Sir," said he, "w,hen
I hear you, lam planting trees all the time; but during the
whole of Sir. Whitejield's sermon, I never got time to plant
one."
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'Many waited in Edinburgh- to kriojj? tne issue of the

conference, who Were not disappointed Jn the eventl

Thither he returned, after preaching at Innerkeithing
and tlii Queen's Ferry; and continued preaching al-

ways twrce', often thrice^ and once seven times
^

for son e weeks together. The churches were apen, but

ng able to hold half the congregations, .he gen
preached twice a day in the orphan-house park

not be

erally

to many thousands. Many of the highest rank constant'

ly att

eel every evening, with .wonderful success.
"

Every day
t iii i

"
/ . i /'i'"

almost

labours. Numbers of ministers! and students came to,

hear him, and^agecl, experienced Christians told him, _

they csuid set their sea.1 to what he preached.

Frorti

ded;* apd at some of their houses he expound;

there were new evidences of the success of his

CHAPTER VJII.

his fyavivg .Edinburgh, 1741^* his return to thetf

city in the year 1742.

HAVING preached in most of the principal cities and

towns, and collected above FIVK HUNDRED POUNDS in

mqney and'goods, for his orphans, he left Edinburgh in

thejlatter end of October, 1741, to go through Wales, iq

hiswiyto London. 'Notwithstanding he met with un-

precedented opposition from;' the. clergy of the estab-

lished church in general, and many of the more rigid

Preslyterians in this tour to Scotland, yet many of the

greatest ministers of every denomination espoused his

*A: nong hk particular friends were the marquis of Lo-

thian^the Earl of^Levan, Lord'Rae, Lady Mary Hamilton,

Lady Frances Gardner, Lady Jane Nimnio, Lady Dirleton.

his -Lettersfrom ^gustjj&fiecembefj 1741.

krticularly the Rev. 3Vfr. Wilson of Maxton. See
ter 388.

*
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cause, and-gave honourable testimony of his exemplary
conduct, and the wonderful effects of-his ministrations

\vherever he went.

At Abergavenny,, in Wales, in consequence of a for-

mer
, resolution, he married Mrs. James, a widow be-

tween thirty and forty years of age, whose maiden name
wsts, Elizabeth Burnwell

;
and of whom, he says, "she

has been a housekeeper many years; once gay, but for

three years last past, a despised follower of the Lamb
o

sf,God." From Abergavenny, he wenf to Bristol, where
he preached twice a day with his usual success.

Upon -returning, to London, in the beginning of De-

cember, he received letters from Georgia of rather an

unpleasant nature, respecting their external affairs. On
the other .hand, he had most comfortable accounts of the

fruits of his
ministry

in Scotland,; which made him think

of paying another visit in the spring.
At Gloucester, Painswick, Stroud, and Tewksbury, he

'found many who were the seals of his ministry, and the

people more and more desirous to hear. The churches
-a't "Painswick were- opened to him, where he preached,
but still continued to preach without doors to vast multi-

tudes. In writing to a friend, after hearing of several

whojiad died in the Lord, he writes: '"We shall never
know what goo,d field preaching hath done, till we come
to judgment. Many who were prejudiced against me,
begin to^be of anpther mind

;
and this shews me more

arid more, that when* a man's ways please the Lord^he
will ever make his enemies to be at peace xwith him."'

j
In the; latter end of December , he came to Bristol,

,where;he continued near a month, preaching twice eve-

. ^ry .day, and writing to his friends in London and Scot-

land*. From Bristol he returned to Gloucester, where
he ^remained some time.

' On his way to London, February 23, ne received let-

ters from , America, informing him of the remarkable
success;ojfctiie gospel there', ;and that God .had stirred up
some wealthy friends to assist his orphans in their late

Straits.
' "

-

Upon his return to London, he went on with greater



geal and success, impossible, than ever. He thus writes

to a brother: "April 6, 17,42. Our Saviour is doing

great

makes
indeec

ready.

GEOB&K
.i

hings in London daily. I rejoice to hear that

you are' helped in,your work. Let this. encourage you:
o-o on, go on; the mo^e^we do, ,the more nv'e may do for

Jesus. I sleep and eat but little, and am constantly em-

ployee
from morning till midnight, and yet my strength

is daily renewed. O, free Grace! It fires my-soul, and
me long to do something for Jesus. It is truej

,
J want to go home; but here ,are so many souls

to perish for lack of knowledge, that I .am willing
to tany below as long as my master has work fbr me."

Fromjthis principle of compassion to .perishing soulsj

he now ventured to take a very extraordinary ,step. It

had been the custom for many years past, in the holiday
seasons, to erect booths in Moorfields for players, moun-

s, puppet shews, &c. which were attended-from

ig till night, by intiume'rable multitudes ofithel Jolv-

of people. He determined to erect ^the gospel
'

teban

morni

er sor

Stand

congr
tudes

rd among them
;
and executed it. Qn

t six O^clock in the mor.ning, attended ^a

gationof praying, people, he began. /The
whohad assembled for thejr .

flocked round, him.

addressed them from J,ohn jii. 14.
'

They/gaze.d,
1

stened, they wept many were stupg with convic-

or their,pastsins a solemn silence re^ne^;>Be|t|g

a ,merry,-:andrew was trumipeting to them, i*m
obser

field,

thiss

ken t

that when he preached again in the evening, in the

ing him .mount a stand oivthe other side .ofnthe

deserted, him and flocked to hear the gospel. *Bqt

enraged the keepers of the booths, rwho'jbad&ji-

venty or thirty pounds less that day than usual,

midst of the sermon, a merry-andfew^sitting on a man's

shouMers, advanced near his stand, and attempted to

slash him with d heavy whip. Soon afterwards, they
got a, recruiting-sergeant, wi,th his drums, &c. to pass

through the congregation,- hat Mr. Whitefield desired
the

,people to make way for the king's officer, w'hich waf
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quiefly done. These eflibrts failing, a large body oil

the opposite side, having got a great pole for their

standard, advanced with they sound of a drum, in a

very threatening manner, to th skirts of the con-

gregatiorix
* Uncommon courage ^was given both to

preacher and hearers,'who prayed for support and de-

liverance, for, by some accident, they quarrelled among
, themselves, threw down their staff, and went their way.
Mr. \V^tefield says,

ill cannot help adding that several

little, boys and girls, who were fond of sitting round me
x>n my stand while I preached, and handing to me peo-

plejs notes, though they were often pelted with eggs,

-dirt, &c. thrown at me, never once gave vvay; but on

the contrary, every time I was struck, turned up their

little weeping eyes,, and seemed to wish they could re-

ceiv,e the blows for m6. God made them, in their grow--

tisijtSr^f
- * " "

ing/years, great and living martyrs for him, who out of

^tRe^mouths df babes and suckttngs perfects praise
"

Mr. Whitefield continued in prayer, preaching, and

Ringing, (for the noise was too great at times to preach)
about three hours. He then retired to the tabernacle,
where thousands flocked. "We were determined," says

lie/ "to pray down the booths; but blessed be God, more
substantial work was done. At a moderate computation,
I received, I believe, a THOUSAND NOTE'S from persons
Titidelr coilviction

;
and soon after, upwards of three hun~

e^^^r^received into the society in one day. Some
I married that lived together without marriage. .Qne
man had exchanged his wife for another, and given four-

teen shillings in exchange. Numbers, that seemed a^
it were to have been bred up for Tyburn, were at that

tjme plucked as fire-brands out of the burning."
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CHAPTER IX.

his arrival in Scotland, in 1742, to his return to

London the same year.

SOON after this, he embarked a second time for

Scotlsiad, and arrived at Leitb, June 3, 1742. He wait

received by great numbers, and some persons of dis-

tinction, with, much joy; and had the satisfaction of see^

ing and hearing more and more of the happy fruits;of

his m nistry. TJ'he opposition from the seceders grew
violent than ever. But nothing moved by the big-
f good, or the malice of wicked men, he contin-

preach twice a day at Edinburgh, as usual, inWe

more

'otry

ued 1

hospi
thef
commodation of his hearers.

;onsequence of earnest ihvitations, he went,to the

west'

tonis

than;

dy ol

ing a

at n

sery
own

vert

till"

al park where a number of seats and shades,**m
rm of an amphitheatre, were erected for the ac-

country, particularly to Cambuslang, where an'as-

ing awakening took place. He preached no
;hree times qn the day of his arrival, to a vast bo-

people, although he had preached that same morn-

Glasgow. The last of these exercises he began
ae at nighty 'continuing till ele\ren t -when h'e said

he ol served such a commotion among the peo^e, as he
had

J

after

they

nigh

ever seen in America. Mr. M'Culloch preached
him, till past qrie in the morning, and even then

could hardly persuade the people to depart. All

,
in the fields, might be heard the voice of prayer

se. As Mr. Whitefield was frequently at Cam-

during
f this season, a description of what 'he'ob-

d there at different times, will be best given in his

words: "Persons from all parts flofe6d to see, and
from many parts, went home convinced, and con-
d unto God. A brae, or hill, near the manse at

C^hibuslang, seemed to be formed by Providence, for
'

large cbngregation.
"

People sat unwearied
wb in the morning, to hear sermons, disregarding'"'''
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t<he weather. You could scarce walk a yard, but you
must tread upon some, either rejoicing in God for mer-

cies received, or crying out for more. Thousands and

thousands have I seen, before it was possible x
to catch it

by sympathy, melted down under the word and power of

God. At the celebration of the holy communion, their

joy was so great, that, at the desire of many, both minis-

ters and people, in imitation of Hezekiah's passoyer,
"

they had, a month or two afterwards, a second; which
'' was a general rendezvous of the people of God. The

communion table was in the field
;
three tents, at proper

distances, all surrounded with a multitude of hearers:
** ft.& f*.\

-7 - \ , r

above twenty ministers attending to preach and assist,

all e'nlivening and enlivened by one another."

'Besides Glasgow and Cambuslang, it is really won-
derful to think, how many other places in the west of
Scotland he visited within a few weeks, preaching at

efffry one of them. He was sometimes taken ill,
and

,bJ9 friends thought he was going off; "but, in the pul-
pit,

-

(sjays he) the Lord out of weakness, makes me to

wax strong, and causes me to triumph more and more."
A"nd when he retired fora day or two,,it was on purpose
tb

v

write letters, and prepare pieces for the press.
When he was at Edinburgh, he received accounts that

the Spaniards had landed at Georgia, and of the remo-
val of his faniilyTrom thence. He immediately wrote a

very encouraging epistle to the honourable Mr. Ha-
bersham; wTw&ich he said, "I long to be with you
and, methinks, would willingly be found at the head of

you; kneeling and praying, though a Spaniard's sword
should be' put to my throat." In a few weeks after, he-

heard that the enemy were repulsed, and his family re^

turned,
in safety to Bethesda.* About the end of Octo-

b'er he~ left Scotland, and rode post to London, where
be arrived in about five days.

*The manner in which the Spaniards were repulsed, with
remarks upon the kindness of Providence to the colony, m^jbe seen in an extract of general Oglethorpe's proclamation
for a thanksgiving', in Letter 502. -**

"'
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ged.

grace,

BEV. GEOKiGE WHITEFIELD,

CHAPTER X.

From fyis arrival in London, in the year 1742,^0 his em-

barkingfor America, 1744,

Mr. Whitefield's arrival in Londoti, he found a
new awkening^at the tabernacle, which had been enlar-

He observes: "I am employed, and glory to rich
T am carried through the duties of each day with

Ourcheerfulness and almost uninterrupted tranquility.

society is large, but in good order. My Ma
us much of his gracious presence, both in our pijablib/and

private administrations.

In March, 1743, he wenjt into Gloucestershir^Vhere
people appeared to be more eager to hear the word than

ever.! "Preaching," says he, "in Gloucestershire, is

now IIKC preaching at the tabernacle in London." And
in a letter, dated April 7,Jie says, "I preached and took
leave of the Gloucester people, with mutual and great
.concern, on Sunday -evening last. It was past one in the

morning before I could lay my weary body ddwn. At
five I|

rose again, sick for want of rest; but I was ena-
bled to get, on horseback, and ride to Mr. T 's, where
,J preached to a"large congregation, who came there at

seven in the morning. At ten, I read prayers and preach-
ed, and afterwards administered the sacrament in

Stonenouse church. Then, I rode to Stroud, ^and

preached to about TWELVE THOUSAND in Mr. G 7s

field; and about six in the evening, to a like number- on

Hampton common." Next morning he preached near

Dursly tosome-tho'usanJs; about seven reached Bristol,
and preached to a full congregation at Smith's-hall

;
and

on Tuesday morning, after preaching, set out for Wa:

*-_^i i

gouth, \v_aies,* where he opened the associa-

begun by Mr. Jones"; spread itself
.
far and

and South Wales, where the Lord had inade^
:.*H:'dwe'L, Harris an instrument of converting several
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lion which he and his brethren had agreed upon, and
was several days with them, settling the affairs of the

societies.' He continued in Wales some weeks, arid

preached with great apparent success ;* and in the lat-

ter^end of April returned to Gloucester, after having,
'in about three weeks, travelled about FOUR HUNDRED En-

glish miles, spent three days in , attending associations,

jand preached about FORTY times.

,

At 6n,e of 1he associations held in Wales, a motion

was made to separate from the established church:

but," says Mr. Whitefield, Letter- 533," "by far the

greater part strenuously opposed it, and with good rea-

>aon: for, as!we enjoy such great liberty under the mild

.and gentle gpvernment of his present majesty king

George^ I think we can do him, our country, and the

cause o,f>God, more service in ranging up and down,

preaching repentance towards God, and faith in our

Lord Jesus Christ, to those multitudes who would neith-

er comte into church or Meeting,, but who are led by cu-

riosity to follow us into the fields. This is away' to

which God has affixed his sea! for many years past."
\

gy as well as laymen. The power of Gjod. at the sacrament,
under the ministry of Mr, Rowland , was enough to make a

person's heart burn within him. At seven in the morning
iiave 1 seen perhaps TEN THOUSAND from different parts, 'in

'.the'inidst of a sermon, crying, Qogimnicmt bendyitli rea-

dy to leap forjoy. Associations were now formed, and month-

ly or quarterly meetings appointed, and a closer connection
established between the English and Welch, so that several
came over to assist." M.S.
At a quarterly association of the ministers of the Welch

"Calvinistic Methodists, held at Carmarthen, on Wednesday
and Thursday, November 1 1 and 12, 180&, ^t is thought there
were above TEN THOUSAND persons present, and from forty-
five to fifty ministers. And at the annual meeting of the

Independents, held at Swansea, in South Wales, June 25 and

26, 1806, between NINE and TEN THOUSAND auditors attend-

ed, and upwards of fifty ministers.

^*When at Carmarthen, he writes: "It was the great ses-

sions. The justices desired I would stay till they ,rosg, and

jthey rw;Quld come. Accordingly they did, and many thousands.
jcripre; ami several people of quality. Letter 509.
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In --May he went back to London: "Once niore,'? as

lie expressed it, "to attack the prince of darkness in

Moorjeids," during the holidays. The congregations

werejamazingly great, and much affected. And by the

colled :ions made,now, and formerly, he had the pleasure
iof paying all that he owed in England, and of making

'* :* .< i ...
"

". *'/ "< ikjr--
'

M vr '

:.
"

_ i .- *./__
a sm;all

remittance to his friend^ Mr^HabershanVfpT
Georgia. __

':.
^

'*;

Abcut the middle of June following, he again left

JLondon, and went to Bristol, where he continued some

time,| preaching twice every day, and four times on Sun-

day. |
.Afterwards he preached at Exeter to very large

congregations, where .many of the plergj
r ^tended,,"*

*Tlie Rev. J. Cennick (then in connection with IVtr,

White field) was preaching in the high street of the city of

^Exeter, on a large open spot of ground, and surrounded by a

great ;lumber of' people, by some of whefii he had been pre-
viously ill-treated. Mr. C./was. expatiating on the blood of

, when a profane butcher, who was among the rowd.Christ

said, |

If you love blood, you shall presently have
and ran to get some to throw on him. -A Mr. Sanders (who
for several years drove >vhat was called road work, post-
chaises, not then being much in use) was also a bystander^
and, though -at that time an entire stranger to divine things,
from j -sense of the 'ill-usage Mr. C. had received, and was
likely to receive, felt an inclination to defejud 'hitiu Seeing
the n! an come with a pail aearly full

;
of blood, he calmly

went :o meet him, and when he came even with him, sud-

denly caught hold of the pail, and poured it over the man's
headi This drew the attention of th.e riotous part of the

e to Mr. S. who withsome difficulty escaped their rage.,

by talking shelter in a Jiouse, and was obliged to leave the
town very early the next morning.
Mrl Sanders was afterwards.awakened to a trii sense of

his condition before God, under the ministry of the late. Rev.
William RomainevatSt. George's, Hanoveasqare* He con-
tinued his occupation as a coachman, till about the year 1745
or 6:; when he was made body-coachman tp his present <na-

and so 'Continued lill about 'the year 178X), when he
petitijned for a dismission, jon account of jhis age? being ,a-r

bout eventy years oldi It was granted with regret. His i

when riding on horseback through Keosingt'OB, If
s -old servant walking, Tvotild $ftn i
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In August he returned to London, but made ho

stay there. "I thank you," says he to a correspondent,
'Letter 550, for your kind caution to spare myself; but

evangelizing is certainly my province. Every where
effectual 'doors are open. So far from thinking ,of set-

tling at London, I am more and more convinced that I

should go" from place: to place."

Accordingly we find him in the months of October,

November, and December, preaching and travelling

through the country, as if it hadc been the middle of

summer. At Avon in Wilts, Tetherton, Clack, Brink-

worth, Ghippenham, Wellington, Collumpton, Exeter,

Axminster, dttery, Biddeford,* St. Gennis in Cornwall;!

Birmingham,}: Kidderminister,|| and Bromsgrove. Nor

health; and. the same regard was shewn by the- other-branch-
es of the royal family. On the 13th August, 1799, at the
advanced age of eighty-nine, he sweetly breathed his hap-
py soul into the bosom of his Redeemer.

*?*Here is a clergyman about eighty years of age, but not
above one year old in the school of Christ. He lately preach-
ed three times, and rode forty miles the same day. A young
.Oxonian, who came with him, and many others, were deeply
affected. I cannot well describe with what power the word
Was attended.. Dear Mr. Hervey, one of our first method-
ists at Oxford, and who was lately a curate here, had laid the
foundation." Lettler 540.

'

.f"Many prayers were put up by the Worthy rector and
others, for an outpouring of God's blessed spirit. They were
answered. Arrows of conviction flew so thick, and so fast,

and such an universal weeping prevailed from one end of the

congregation to the other, that good Mr. J. their minister,
could not help going from seat to seat, to speak, encourage,,
and comfort the wounded souls."- Letter 541.

|
MIt is near 1 1 at night, and nature calls for rest. I have

preached five times this day, and, weak as I am, through
Christ strengthening me, I could preach five times more:"
Letter 543.

, jj"I was kiqdly received by Mr. Williams. Many friends

were at^his house. I was greatly refreshed to find what a

sweet savour of good Mr. Baxter's doctrine, works, and

discipline, remained to this day." Letter 544.:
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jel liis he'alth mtrch impaired, though it was so

he season. He observes indeed, -that he had

d; but adds, "The Lord warms my heart." Let-

-1741,she lost his only child, an ;e.Y!ent which
o !

keep him humble. Before -its birth, his mind
impressed, that he publicly declared that the
uld be a boy, and hoped he would live to preach

But his fond expectations were speedily
infant dying when but four months: old.

no doubt very humbling to the father; but he
>ed to make ;the wisest and best improvement
Though I am disappointed," says^he, writing to

the-

he

lafe in

got a co

ter 542
Febi-

tended
j-

was soj

child w
the gos

blasted',

This W
was he!

of it.
*

a friend, "of a living preacher by the death of my son;

yet I htpe what happened before his birth, and since at

his death, has taught me such lessons as, if duly impro
ved, m'cy render his mistaken parent more cautious,
more sip

and co

the chu

er-minded, more experienced in Satan's devices,:

sequently, more useful in his future labours t&

tchofGod."* v

Marbh 3, he was obliged to attend the assizes at Glea-
cester. The occasion was this : in the summer 1743, the
method ists had been severely persecuted by the mob,
espeeia Iy at Hampton, where many were hurt, and the
lives of the preachers threatened. Other means hav-

ing been .tried in vain, Mr. Whitetield, -with the advice
and assistance of his friends, resolved to seek the pro-
tection

the ii

Facts j

the r'uj

gainst

referred to the assizes in Gloucester. After a full hear-

*Let

part'wi
m;

of the law, and lodged .an information against

nipton rioters, in the .court of King's Bench,

>eing proved, and defendants making no reply,
; was made absolute, and an information filed a-

:hem. They pleading not guilty the cause was'

er 547.

iaking to a friend of this child he said, he would no.t

-h him for^the whole world; but if God should de-

rn, he should have him at a moment's warning. God,

he^add;ed, took hira : at his word, and deprived him of his chilij

By a smj&en indisposition,.
-
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ing, a verdict Was- given for the plaintiffs^ and all

defendants were brought in guilty. Thtf:prosecutiori had
a very good effect; ->the rioters were greatly alarmed.

Bat. the intention of the Methodists was only to shew
them what they could do, and then forgive them.j

About.-this time, several anonymous papers, 'entitled,
"Observations upon the conduct and behaviour of a cer-

tain Sect, usually distinguished by the name of Metho-

dists," were printed, .and handed about in the religious
societies of London and Westminster, and given ^to

ma-

ny private persons, with strict injunctions not to part
with them. Mr. Whitefield liaving accidentally had

the hasty perusal of them; and finding many" queries

Concerning
;him and his. conduct contained therein; and

havingapplied for acopy, which was refused him, thought
it his duty to publish an advertisement, desiring (as he

knew not how soon he might embark for Georgia) a

speedy, open publication of the said papers, that he

might make a candid and impartial answer. He had
reason to believe the bishop of London was concerned
in composing or revising .them: but that he might not

be mistaken, after the publication of the advertisement,
he wrote the bishop a letter, wherein he desired to know,
whether his lordship was the author -or not; and also de-

sired a copy. The bishop sent word, "he should hear
from him." Some time aftqr, a Mr. Owen, printer to

the bishop, left a letter for Mr. Whitefield, informing
liim that he had orders from several of tlie 'bishops, to

print the Observations, fyc, -with some few additions, foT

their use; and when the impression was finished, Mr.
Whitefield should have a copy : For these reasons Mr.
Whitefield thought it proper to direct his Answer to the

'Observations, to the bishop of London, and the other

bishops concerned in the publication of them. This
answer occasioned the Rev. Mr, Church's expostulatory

fLetters S49, 550. See an account of this trial la' bis

Works, Vol. IV.



1

|io^Mr.r^hitefield ;
to which he soon replied, with,

5 1 1 :q <theaiplhor
for prefixing his narne^*

]E>ein|[ invitp^by. Mr. Smith, a merchant then in Eng-
land, (in the name of thousands), to make another visit

to AmefJ'ica^he took a passage with that gentleman, in a

vessel'gojng from Portsmouth,- but the captain refusing
, to, take him, as he said, for fear of spoiling the sailors,-

he wag obliged to go to Plymouth, where he was in im-

minent danger of being assassinated. "In my way," says
he, "1, preached^at Wellington, where a Mr. Darracott

had bet n a blessed instrument of doing much good-. At

Exeter, also, I revisited, where many souls were awa-
-kened t )'the divine life. At Biddeford, where good Mr
Hervyi liad been curate, we had much of the power of

God; aid also at Kingsbridge. But the chief scene was
at Plyinouth and the Dock, where I expected least sue-

tcess."t

Whi
of one 1

*See
second

bishops

fM\;

st atPlymouth, fojir gentlemen came to the house
if his, particular friends, &nd with much seeming
s, inquired after him, jdesiring. to know where

^
s

HS T^ork, Vol. IV. where is also his answer to the

part of.the observations, &c. in a second letter to the

written during his voyage to America that year.

Upon mentioning Biddeford, he adds, ["here a

down.1
.

^'Your
just,

i

minded
conten

p
'

*

oor.'

be the

character of Mr. Hervey;"^ it is a pity he did not write it

However, we have a sketch of it in Letter 763^
sentiments concerning Mr. Hervey's book are very
The author of it is my old friend; a roost- heavenly-
creature, oae of the first of the Methodists, who is.

ed with a small cure", and gives all that he has^to the
He is very weak, and daily waits for his dissolution."

Among the many whom Mr. Whitefield was honoured to

means of converting to the knowledge of the truth ^
shall 'be a crown of joy to him in the day of *the

is
v

perhaps not generally known that the celebrated

Harvey is to be numbered. In a letter to Mr. White-

,fiJd,>
Mr. H,ervey thus expresses himself: "Your Journals,

dear,
[sir, 'and Sermons, and especially ^weet sermon, -on

think ye of Christ?' were a mean of bringing me to
the kni >^1edge of the truth ." See Memoirs of the

> by the Rev, John Brown.
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fee lodged ? Soon afterwards, Mr. \JPhjtefield received
a letter, informing him, that the writej^was

a nephew
of Mr. .S; 5

an attorney, at,New, Yo,r,k; tKat he had
the pleasure of supping with Mr. Whitefield at his un-

cle's house;. and desired his company to sup s
.with. him,

and a few more friends, at a^ tavern. ,Mr. Whitefield

sent him word, "that it vvas not customary for him to

sup abroad -at a tavern, but should be, glad.of the gen-
tleman's company to eat a morsel with him at his lodg-

ings." He accordingly came and supped; but was ob-

served frequently to look around him, and to be very
absent. At last he took his leave, and returned to his

companions in the tavern
;
and being by them interro-

gated, what he had done? He answered, that he had
been used so civilly, he had not the heart to, touch him.

Upon which, another of the company, a lieutenant of the

navy, laid a wager of ten guineas, that he would do his

business -for him. His companions, however, took away
hisjword. Jt was midnight; and Mr. Whitefield hav*

ing preached to a large congregation, and visited the

French prisoners, was gone to bed; when the landlady
came and told him, that a well dressed gentleman desir-

ed to speak with him. Mr. Whitefield imagining it was
some one under conviction, desired him to be brought
up. He came and sat down by the bed-side, congratu-
lated him on the success of his ministry, and expressed
much concern at being detained from hearing him.

Boon after, he broke out into the most abusive language ;

and in a cruel and cowardly manner, beat him in bed.

*Fh]e landlady and her daughter hearing the noi'se, rush?

ed into the room, and seized .upon him; but.he soon dis-

engaged himself from them, and repeated bis blows on

Mr. Whitefield ; who, being apprehensive that he intend-

ed4o shoot or stab him, underwent all the surprise of-a r

sudden and violent death. Afterwards, a second capie,,

into the house, and cried out from the bottom of the

stairs, "take courage^ 1 am ready to help you." Bi|fcby-'
the,repeated cry ofMurdir! the alarm was how so great,
that they both made off. "The next morning," said, 'Mr.

Whitefield, Letter 552, "1 was to expound at a private
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then to set out for Biddeford. Some urged me
and prosecute^

but being better employed, I

my intended journey, was greatly blessed in

the everlasting gospel, and upon my return

paid for what I had suffered : curiosity having led
two thousand mor than ordinary, to see ant}

nan that had narrowly escaped 'being murder-
bed. And I trust in the five weeks time,
ited for the convoy, hundreds were awaken^

turned unto the Lord. At the Dock also,' near

,
a glorious work was begun. Could the fields

Plymouth and the Dock, speak, they could tell

blelssed seasons were enjoyed "rthere."*

*Tbeliite Rev. Henry Tanner, of Exeter, in the year"
1745, fen 'oved to Plymouth, to obtain employment as a ship-
builder: I

i lere it pleased God to call him by his grace, under
the ministry of Mr. Whitefield. Being at work, 'he 'heard
from a cb aside rable distance, the voice of that zealous man of

God,' wh'ci was preaching in the street, or fields, probably be-
tween Plymouth town and Dock: he immediately concluded
that.the p reacher was a madman; and determined, with five

or six more of his companions, to go and knoek him off from
on which he stood; and,* for the purpose of more

ft _ ._ i . if i _ i i. i i ?
J

TJ^-II

effectually injuring the mad person^ they loaded their pock-'
ets with stones. When, however, Mr. Tanner drew near;}-
and perceived Mr. Whitefield extending bis arms, and in
the most 'pathetic .language inviting poor lost sinners to

Christ, h j was struck with amazement. His resolution fail-

ed him:
'

he listened with astonishment, and was soon con-

yintfed that the preacher was not mad, bat was indeed speak-
ing the words of truth and soberness-." Mr/ Whitefield was
then preaching from Acts xvii* 19, 20* "May we know
what this new doctrine whereof thou speakest is! for thott

bnngest sertain strange things to our ears" He went home
,

rouch impressed, and determined to hear him again the next

evening
1

. He attended. Mr. Whitefield was wonderfully"
fervent i i prayer. His text was Luke xxiy. 47, "And that

repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his
flame'arrong all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." Afte>;

speaking of the heinous sin of the Jews, and of the'RomtfnL
soldiers', who were the instruments of perpetrating the cru-
el murder of the Lord of Life, Mr. Whitefield, turning.from-
the.

sjipt where Mr. Tanner then stood, near his side, said,.
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are reflecting now on the cruelty of those infiumaii

butchers, who imbrued their hands in 'his innocent blood;"

when, suddenly turning round, and' looking intently 'at Mr.
Tanner, he exclaimed, "Thou art the man!" These^words,
sharper than any two edged sword, pierced him to the heart;
he felt himself the sinner, who, by his iniquities, had cruci-

fied1 the Son, of God. His sins' stared him in the face; he

knew not How, to stand; and in agony of soul he was forced

to. cry, '-God be merciful.to mejajsinner!" The preacher
then", in melting language, proclaimed the free and supera-

bounding grace of God in Christ, which was commanded to

be preached first of all to Jerusalem-sinners, the very peo-

ple who had murdered the Prince of Life; and from which
* gleam.of hope beamed into his heart. Under this,sermon,
many other persons were convinced of sin, and brought to

.God. The next night Mr. Tanner heard Mr. Whitefield

preach again: his subject was"*'Jacob's laadder." From this

discourse he obtained^such views of the person, character,
and>love of the great Mediator,' as enabled him to lay hold

oh- tKahope-set"before him, arid' to 'rejoice in fchrrst 'Jesus.

The :advances which Mr. Tanner made in religious knowl-

edge and experience, were exceedingly,rapid. By review-

ingvMs former state, he learnecl to pity the^ souls of his fel-

low*men^ whom he saw perishing fo:r lack of knowledge.
Having experienced the 'power of divine truth

' on his own

th'eJll^
he became strongly inclined to the' ministry of the

^gospel. In If54, he hired a room, and soon'began to preach.
His labours were remarkably blessed, and beseemed never
to'preach one sermon in vain! A circumstance now occur:

red^which perhaps deserves to be recorded: A' man, who
lived in the court in which Mr. Tanner preached, was so ve-

ry much exasperated at having- a Methodist preaching-room
near him, that he determined to remove to another part^of
the 'city; He did so; but afterwards retiirnedr to, the same
hoiis'el Here he was^ taken ill; and was confined in a room so

near the preaching- placte, as to be able-to hearMr. Tanner.
"*' heard liim pray with great fervour for the1

king, and all

sea"of meni His- 'prejudices were awakened:' he'began
o fhinkjwell of him. Mr.< Tanner,jn<his sermon, introdu-

ced^Bpme/ part qf the articles and homilies of the church
of England ^to prove that the doctrines which he rtaught

v^ere consistent "with
'

them : The next1

'morning ^the
'

ISoapit a Bible with "the
1

articles, that he - mighH-ead
j'tfdge of the

1

truth of what he had heard, ^hen^he^
he said to those about him, "this is just asLthis man-preach-
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CHAPTER XL

from fas embarkingfor America, in 1744,. to his?going to

M the Bermudas, in the year 1748.

IN the beginning of August, 1744, as soon as the con-

voy came,* Mr Whitefield embarked, though in a poor

es." HP afterwards ventured to go into the room,;where
the Lord made the gospel "the power of God" unto his sal-

vation. This man afterwards went into the neighbouring
villages to speak to his fellow sinners; and there is reason
to belie^e^that his attempts were blessed to many souls.

In' 1759, Mr. Tan'ner~~~bmit_ the tabernacle in Exeter,
where he laboured for,many years^preaching three times

every Lord's day, and twice in the week, besides engaging
in more private exercises.

>
.

''

Mr. Tanner did not confine his ministry to Exeter:
cd with compassion on the peculiarly dark neighbou
At the r squest of the late Rev. Augustus Montague :T6
he used to preach at Broad Hembury: he likewise la

in the towns ofMorejon, Hampstead, Greditpn, and T6pn..u,
and in i carious villages in the vicinity. In each of these

places lie met with great opposition: yet some in heaven, and
otfcerson the road thither, bless God that they ever beard
him.

\

Mr.| Tanner's exertions continued unabated till within -a
short time of bis death. His frequent petition was that he
hiight die in his Master's work. His petition was granted*
For he was taken out of the pulpit, being unable to finish

his sermon; and shortly after fell asleep in Jesus, March 30,
1.805, aged eighty-six. -See Mernoirs of the Life and

twigs, of

bless

ing in ;

Our

the late Henry Tanner, of Exeter,, by the Rev.
ert HdiiTcer, D* D. Vicar of Charles's, Plymouth.

* "A .igust 4. Owr convoy is come. I desire you all to

Gad for what he is doing in these parts; for preach*
tjhe Dock is now like preaching at the tabernacle*

lectures are very delightful* O! the

8
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state of healih; and after a tedious passage of eleven
weeks* arrived at New-York, in New-England. Colo-
nel Pepperell went with some friends in his own boat, t6

invite him to his house; but he declined the invitation,

being^so ill of a nervous cholic, that he was obliged im-

mediately after his arrival to go to bed. tTisnfriends

expresse.d much anxiety on his behalf. An eminent

physician attended him, who had been, a deist, but was
awakened the last time he was in New-England. For
some time he was, indeed, very weak: "yet," he writes,!
<<:in thfcse tEfee weeks, I was enabled to preach: but,

imprudently going over the ferry to Portsmouth, I caught
cold, immediately relapsed, and was taken, as every one

thought, with death, in my dear friend Mr. Sherburne's
house. What gave me most concern was, that no-

tice had been given of my being to preach. Whilst

the doctor was preparing a medicine, feeling my pains

abated, I on a sudden cried, 'Doctor, my-pains are .sus-

pended: by the help of God, I will go and preach, and
then come home and die.' In my own apprehension,

andjp all appearance to others, I was a dying man, I

prezitihfid. The people heard me as such. The invis-

-iblej|ealities
of another world lay open to my view.

Expecting to stretch into eternity, and to be with my
Master before the morning, 1 spoke with peculiar-ener^

gy. Such effects followed the tvord, I thought it was
worth dying ior a thousand times. Though wonderful-

ly comforted within, at my return home I thought I

ands that flock to tbe preaching of Christ's gospel." Let-
ters 558, 559.

P.S. ."I must tell you one thing- more. There is a ferry
oyer to Plymouth. The. ferrymen are now so much my

^^^rids, that they will take nothing of the multitudes that
^lawEe -to hear me, preach; saying, "God forbid that we
should sell the word of God."

* His letter to the clergy of the diocese,o Litchfield
:

Coventry, is dated during this voyage. ">

f M.S. and tetter 5 5:2 See Works, Vol.
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W as dying indeed . I was laid on a bed upon the ground,
near the fire, and I

f
heard my friend say, /He 'is gpn'e,'

Bat God was pleased to order it'otherwise. I gradual-

ly recovered: and soon after, a poor negro woman
wjuld see me. She came, sat down upon the 1

gr6und,
aid looked earnestly in my face, andihdn said, in bro-

ken language: '.Massa, you just go to, heaven's gate.
-{TBut Jesus Christ said : get yoji down, get you down, you
in jst not cpme here yet; but go firsthand call some poor
negroes!' I prayed to the Lord, that if I was to-live,
this might be the event." , , v-

In about three weeks, though. extremely weak, he
reached Boston. A glorious work had been begun, and
carried on, in almost. all parts of New-England, for"two

years together.
It was now spring, 1745. And the first expedition be-

inj set on foot against Cape Breton, Colonel Pepperell,
"

who constantly attended Mr. Wmtefield's lectures, asked
his advice, the day before he^accepted a commission^ to

general in that expedition; who told him with his

usual freedom, "that he did not, indeed, think the scheme

proposed for taking Louisburgh, very promising; ; and.

that the eyes of all would be upon him. If 'he dicLnot

"-,ceed, the widows and orphans of the slain soldiers:

uld be like lions robbed of their whelps; but, if it

sased God to give him success, envy would endeav-
o'tr to eclipse his glory. He had need, therefore, if he

vyi;nt v
to go with a single eye; and then there was,.no,,;

doubt, but if Providence really sent him, he would find

h!i 3 strength proportioned to the day,*' Mr. Sherborue,
abb beipg appointed one of the commissaries, told him,
"he mufet favour the expedition; otherwise the serious

people would be discouraged from enlisting: :;

,not only so,
but ifijsisted he should give him a motto for his flag, fot"?

the encoui-agem'ent of his soldiers." This he refused

to do, as it wonld be acting out of character. Mr. Sher-

bdrne takin'g no denial, he at last gave one nil desper-
at4um Christo drice "if Christ be captain, no fear of a
deieat." Upon vvhich great numbers enlisted. The

su

w
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0/ficers, likewise requested him to give them a sermoi.
This he readily complied with; and preached from the

following~words : "As many as were distressed, as many as

were discontented, as many as -were in debt, came 16 David,
emd he became a captain over them':" He spiritualized
the subject, and told them how distressed sinners came
to Jesus Christ, the spiritual David exhorted the sol-

diers to behave like the soldiers oft David and the of-

ficers to act like David's worthies; and then he doubt-

ed not, there would be good news from Cape Breton.

The general afterwards asked him, if he would not be
ne of his chaplains? But he excused himself; saying,

Jbe thought he might be more useful by stirring up the

people to prayer for his success. In about six weeks
news was brought of the surrender, of Louisburgh;
when numbers flocked from all parts to hear a thanks-

giving sermon upon the occasion.

The people of New-England offered to build him a

large house to preach in, which he begged leave to re-

fuse,,because it would abridge his liberty of itinerating.

As;his.bodily strength increased,he began to travel south-

ward, every where preaching to thousands. And in hisway
fo I|hiladelphia, he says, "I had the pleasure of preach-
ing, by^an interpreter, to some converted Indians; and of

seeing near fifty young ones in one school, near .Freehold,
learning the Assembly's Catechism. A blessed awaken-

ing had been begun, and carried on among the Delaware
Indians, by the instrumentality of Mr. David Brainard;^

* It is a circumstance worthy of tiote, that about the,
same period that the great Head of the church was prepar-
ing Messrs. Whitefield, Wesleys, and others, in thiiiland, to
stem the torrent of infidelity, and 'propagate divine truth,
he manifested the same care and concern for the inhabitants
of the new world, in raising up that burning and'ihining
lighVJpr. Jonathan Edwards, to disseminate the seed of
eternal life in that barren soil.

In the year 1729, the spirit was poured out from on high,
and the divine glory began to shine upon 'the land; but in
the year 1733, there was a very remarkable revival of the
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Such a. one as hath not been he'ard of since the awkken-

ing in New-Engllpd, by the venerable Mr. Elliot,*v?ho

used to^be styled tlie Apostle of the Indians: his brcfth-
er followed him. Mr.^William Tenent, whose party I

found "much upon the advance, seemed to encourage $neir
endeavours wi|h all his heait. In North Carolina, I had
the pleasure ofi seeing one, who came ,$ playIr from
New-York, converted unto God, and a pfeacher of Je-

sus Christ. One Mr. Ratteray, brought me ten pounds,
and at my retui n 4|orthward fresh supplies were"raised, $

up. The generous'-Charlestown people raised ~8ub-1l|* ^ # * "^ * '"SS P|** V "JJftjSi!

scription of three hundred pounds, with which I bougnfp
Iah3, it being cheap during the war; and a plantation*'"
and a few negroes were purchased at Indian Land.

Thus, for a while the gap was stopped. I preached a
sermon upon the rebellion was very sick at Philadel-

phia and kindly received^atjBtahemyi
and New-York.''

Aijif itinefa'ting was his delight, aTMpikrnerica, being a
Xs-* ^ ** <

"
*"&59^s? A* "

!w world, particularly pleasing, he v
iiOT^ b'egan to think

of returning no more to his native ^country.'- But trav-

eUing, cai:e, and a loadlof deb't, contracted not for hirn-

V:3elf|but for the orphan-house, weighed him down.

I

In his letters during this period, are the following

'passages.
'

"August 2^6,
t746. The do^pr for my usefulness opens

^vider arid :wider. I love to range in the American

woods, and sometimes think 1 shall never return to En- |
gland any more." ^ '

"October 8. I have had some sweet times with sev-

eral of the Lutheran ministers at Philadelphia."

of the, latework of God, at and near Jfortfi-
alm

' ~'~ " '"'

fewiyear^iafter, the Lord greatly owned the labours 61'

anjiiQfeSti^^t^EUttd
usieful inan, Mr.David Brainard, yrko

instlFuniei^^fi'iaf-'fconverting' , ifiiany of the poor ignorant

tli;

was instlFunieSl^lfi^f-^conyerting
1

, ifiiany of the poor ignorant
Indians, to the^ JihoMeage ofthe trtitb.- -/See Stylus's 'Life of

'

Jfrainard. -~
8*
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land

was
and

1747;. The^llpngr^fitipns^ yesterday were
. I am ^ick and^|f^flji%s r used to be

buf tlie Redeemer fills/ine with comfort. I"
in"his strength, to die fighting."

have onaitfed preaching one nighkto ob-

i,
that thSy may not charge me with mur-

it I hope yet to
di(|f

h the pulpit, or

out of it." l|lP* '--':'

Since myllast^ I have l>een several times

of etetnifry> At prese^I am so weak that

'it-4s hard wo|^> be silent, but I

J^tiaed every way."
"-':

[-

' ^ ^f^
-'

epfember 11. We saw, gre^t^hings^in New-Eng-
. The flocking and po|fer^hat attended the word.;
like unto that seven ylears^ago. Weak

; as I
"

i been, I was enabled to travel

landed the

troubled
with stitches in

go to Bermudas, fbr^the re-

'He accordingly eiribarlied^ and

CHAPTER XU.

From his arrival at Bermudas, to his return to London}

in, July, 1748.

Mia. WmTEFlELD met with the kindest recep-
tion at Bermudas, and for about a month he preached
generally twice a day, traversing the island from1one
end to the other; but bis activity, treatment, a^ndlfuc-

cess, wjlXbest appear from the
; followipg^extracts from

his manuscript joiurnal of that periody^^^
"The simplicity and|j>jainaess of the people, togeth'
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with' the pleasant situatioa^of the . island, much de-

hted me. The 'Rey. Mr. Holiday, minister of Sj
*""

is a Point, received in<Hn a most affectionate christi
__

manner,- and begged I would make his%ouse my home}
1

the evening I exppunded at
thejhouse ofjjlr. Savage",

PorkRoyafy which was very c^mmodious^-Shd yvhi'dltr

he would have me make my home.
'r%SJS" '** "*"^

In

a

Mr. Savage^ in a boat lent us by
town of St, George, in order to payf our respects

governor. All aloifg'we
of the other*

one I never

chop] I

d friend

fommendation fn
&^ifr", & '7t

f'~fK

^iftraestown, receive

,\vith one of the cour?jr house*

Mr.
us cou

cpunc:
t

a 1 be

vernor.

invited gs^to dine with|
tavern. We-ac^cepted the inv

town
h mse/'

"Sunday, March^SO. 1 Read pjrayers
twice this day, to what were esteemed ^ere^lajg-e au-
d Jtories in the morning at Spanish l^^it church, and

,1 4j it i ^-r^ 1 ."9BlR. t *. l . */ .m th? evening afr BrackishrPond
n iles distant from each other. In^the affernoon I spofire
with

grater
freedom than in the morning j and Entrust

n )t altogether in vain. All were attentive some wlfpt.
J dined with colonel Butterfield, one of the council

;

a id received several invitations to other gentlemen's
houses. May God bless and reward them, and incline
them to open their hearts to receive the Lord Jesus.

Amen and Amen!
"Wednesday;: March 23. Dined with captain Gibbsj.
d-we*nt from tlfence and expounded at the house of

ptainF-::

^^^,^at Hunbay, ( ab,ou1|two miles distant.

he company?wa/ here also largjl:- attentive, and^aflfec-
L i ^"v -M- "^i W -f

_ _ ^1Sat- ^ . t -

ed. Our.Lprd gave me 'uttlfance. I expounded on
"



tnj^first part of the 8tttt chapter of Jeremiah. * After

l&ture, Mr. Riddle, a counsellor,* Jhvited me td his

as did Mr^Paul, aa aged Pr esbyterian minister, to

whiclPl complied with, upon condition the re-

trae, that J;heagovernor-had served the minis-

injunctiln that I should not^preach in the

atch 25. Was prevented preaching yes--
by tlfe rajn^which continued^from morning till--'--"-~ ~ " **-

ie another oppor-
3 a'Jarge compa-
s, who last night

; March, 27. ^^r^^ejto G^bd^/I^hope this

Jpitejfitable Saqb^tt^tcr'many soqls:Jil has"^
t pne to*mhiB. ~^ Both mornin^

to a
largjjj^auditory,

|eeting-hou%ef^which I
s'uppp.

^vestfr}
to be^ciothed

e its way into the "Blarts of

ons, I^was entertained*' very civilly' in a*

-Judge Bascom, and-three'mdre of

,
and each^gave me an*invita-

^ How <Jo
v
es the Lord make way^for a

ma strange land '. After the set:o
2
n"d ser-

ined with Mr. Paul; and in the evening^fpound-
very large company at counsellor Riddle's^ My .

body-was ssmewhat weak; but the Lord earned
/
me

thrdUgh", arid caused me to go to rest rejoicing. May I

thus go to my grave, when my ceaseless and uninter-

rupted rest shall begin !
% v

,

"Monda5'3 March 28. v Dined this dSy at Mrs. Dor-

reKs,Jmotber-in-law to*"my dear friend 4he* Re/. Mr.

Smith; and after
4wj|rds preached to moye^than a large

houserfull of pejppjet c^^Matthew ix.j^^^,owards the*
the hearers%fegan to be more
seen them.

c

conclusion^of, the ser

aflfectel than 'I have ye Siirely^the Lord-
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Jesus;will give me some seals in this island! Grant .this,"
Redeemer,- for thy infinite mercy

c

sake!
"'"^"^L

"Thursday, March 31. Dined on Tuesday, 'at 'colo-

nel Corbusier's; and on Wednesday, at colonel Gilbert's,

both of the council; and found, by whatj could hear,
;hat some good had been done, and many prejudices re-

noved. Who shall hinder, if God will w^ork? >W%t
o an Island, this afternoon, called Ireland^upon which

! ive a few families; and to my surprise, found a great

many gentlemen, and other people, with my friend, Mr.

Holiday, who came' from different quarters to hear me.

Before I began preaching,' 1 went round to see a most
remarkable cave, which very much displayed the ex-

quisite workmanship of Him, who in his strength setteth

fast the mountains, and is girded about with power.-^-
Whilst I was in the cave, quite unexpectedly returned
md saw counsellor Riddle, who, with his son, dame >lo

icar me: and whilst we were in the boat, told me, that

>e had been with the governor, who declared he hard

no personal prejudice against me and wondejped I did

not conic to town, and preach there^ for it 'was the.de-

iire of the people;, and that any house in the town, the

pourt-house not excepted, should be at ,my service. ^~

Thanks be to God for so much favour! If his cause re-

(juires it, I shall have more. He knows my heart : I

Value the favour of man no farther, than as it makes
::oom;for the gospel, and gives me a larger scope,Jp
iiromote the glory of God. There being-no capacious
house upon the island, Ipreached for the first time fiere*

in the open air. All heard very attentive; and it was

very pleasant after sermon to .see so many boats full of

people returning from the worship of God. I talked

seriously to some in our^own boat, and sung a psalm, iu

which they readily joined".

"Sunday, April 3. Preached twice this day at Mri"
Paul's meeting-house, as on the Sabbath, but with great- '.

r freedom and power, especially infthe morning; and
thirifc to as great, if not greater auditories. Dined

ivith colonel Harvy, another of the council :fisiied a
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siplc woman, where -many came to hear-^Wd
e<ja1fterwards, to a^great company, at captain John Dor,-

re'l^pKlrs. Dorrel's son, who, with his wife, courteously
entertained, me, and 'desired me to make his house my
home. So true is that promise of our Lord, 'that who-

soevefr leaves father and mother, house or lands, shall

tiiaVelan this,, life a hundredfold, with persecution, and
in* the wdrfd'to come, life everlasting.' Lord, I have

Experienced the one: in thy good time grant that I may
experience the other also !

, "Wednesday, April 6. Preached yesterday at the

Ifouse of Mr. Anthony Smith, of BayJis Bay, with a con-

siderable degree of warmth; and rode afterwards to St.

George's, the only town on the island. The gentlemen
of the town had sent me an invitation by judge Bas-

com; and he, with several others, came to visit me at

iny lodgings; and informed me, that the governor de-

sired to see me. About ten I waited upon his excel-

lency, who received me with great civility, and told me
he had no objection against my person, or my princi-

ples, having never yet heard me; and he knew nothing
- in Respect to my conduct in moral life, that might pre-

judice him against me; but his instructions were to let

none preach in the island, unless he had a written li-

cense to preach somewhere in America or the West In-

dies,: at the same time he acknowledged that it was

hjjf a. matter of mere form. I informed his excellency
that.jl had been regularly inducted to the parish of Sa-

vannah
;
that I was ordained priest by letters disniissa-

ry from my lord of London, and under no church cen-

sure from his lordship; and would always read the

church prayers, if the clergy would give me the use of

their churches. I added farther, that a minister's pulpit
was looked upon as his freehold, and that I knew one cler-

;:gymjan who had denied his own diocesan the use of his

pulpit. But I told ,his excellency, I was satisfied with
the liberty he allowed me, and would not act contrary
to his injunction. I then begged leave to be dismissed,
because I was obliged to preach at eleven, o'clock. His
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excellency said he intended to do himself the pleasure
to hear me: at eleven the church-bell rung. The church-

lible, prayer-book, and cushion, were sent to the town?

t ouse. The governor, several of the council, the min>
iuter of the parish, and assembly-men, with a great
number of the town's people, assembled in great order.

I was very sick, through a edld I caught last night; but

read the church-prayers. The first lesson was the 15th

chapter of the 1st book of Samuel. I preached on those

words: "Righteousness exalteth a nation." Being weak
aad faint, and afflicted much with the head-aeh, T did

not do that justice to my subject, 1 sometimes am enabled

to do; but the Lord so helped me, that, as I found after-

wards, the governor and the other gentleman expressed
their approbation^and acknowledged theydid not expect to

bii so well entertained. -Not unto me, Lord! not unto ine!

but unto thy free grace be all the glory!
"After sermon, Dr. F bs, and Mr. F- -

-t,

tbe collector, came to me, and desired me to favour them

aijid
the gentlemen of the town with my company to

nner. I accepted the invitation. The governor andd

the president, and Judge Bascom, were there. All. won-
dered at my speaking so freely and fluently, without_
notes. The governor asked, whether 1 used minutes?

mswered, no. He said it was a great gift. At table,I

hi 3 excellency introduced something of religion, by ask-

metb^e meaning of the word HADES? Several other

things were started about free will, Adam's fall, predes-
tination, &c. to all which God enabled me to answer so

pertinently, and taught me to mix the utile and dulce
so together, that all at table seemed highly pleased,
shook me by the hand, and invited me to their respec-
tive houses. The governor, in particular, asked me to

dine with him on the morrow; and Dr. F-bs, one of

bijs particular intimates, invited me to drink tea in the 1

afternoon. I thanked all, returned proper,r,espects, and
went to my lodgings with some degree of thankfulness

for the assistance vouchsafed me, and abased before G6d;

at the consideration of my unspeakable unworthiness.
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Id the afternoon, about five o clock, I expounded the par-
able of the prodigal son to many people at a private
house; and in the evening had liberty to speek freely

^jjd -closely to those that sapped with me. O that

this may be the beginning of good gospel times to the
inhabitants of this town ! Lord, teach me to deal pru-

dently with them, and caijse them to melt under thy
word.
-

"Friday, April 8. Preached yesterday with great
clearness and freedom, to about fourscore people, at a
house on David's Island, over against St. George's town

went and lay at^Mr.,Holiday's, who came in a boat to

fetch me and this day
v
l heard him preach and read

prayers; after which I tobk^ the sacrament from him.
Honest man! he would have made me administer and offi-

ciate ;
but I chose not to do it^ feast I should bring him

into trouble after my departure. However, in the af~

JDobn, I preached at Mr. Todd's, in the same parish,
to i*very large company indeed. The Lord was with

me^ My heart was warm and what went from the

heatrt, I trust went to the heart; for many were affected.

,
O that they may be converted also! Then will it be, a

gopofFriday, indeed, to their souls..

"Sunday, April 10. Dined and conversed yesterday ve-

ry agreeably with judge Bascom, who seems to have the

greatest insight into the difference between arminian
and ealyinistical schemes, of any one I have met w|pi
upon the island. In the afternoon, I visited a

paralyti|;
and this day preached twice again at Mr. Paul's iheet-

jng-house. The congregations were rather larger than-

ever, and the power of God seemed to be more amongst
them. I think I see a visible alteration for the better

every Lord's day. Blessed be God! In the evening I

expounded at Mr. Joseph Dorrell's, where I dined, to, a

j'very large company: then went to his kinsman's, my
usual lodging^on Saturday and Sunday evenings; who,
with his wife and other friends, seemed kinder and kin-

der daily. Good measure, pressed down, and running
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oyjer! May the Lprd,,hoth as ~to spirituals and tempd-
rajs, return into all their bosoms!

5aJ|iday, April 16* Preached- siifce LordVday, at

fiy 5; llraprent, houses, to concerned and affected congre-
gations^ at different ^ of the island; but was more
ind isposed one Jnigtit after going to bed, thaji 1 iiad been
for some time. On two ofHthe days of this week, I

dined with the president, ariff captain Spafford, one of
thY council, both of whom entertained me with the ut-

most civility.

vSunday, April 17. Still God magnifies his power and

goodness more and more. This morning we had a pleas-

ing sight at Mr. Paul's meeting-house. I began to preach,
and the people to hear and be affected as in days ofola a|;k
home. Indeed, the prospect is encouraging. Praise"

the Lord, O my soul 1-^-After preaching twice to a large

congregation in the meeting house, I, at the desire of

the parents, preached in the evening a sermon at the
funeral of a little boy, about five years of age. , A
great number of people attended, and the Lord ena-

bled me so to speak, as to affect many of the hearers.

Ble|ssed be the Lord for this day's work! Not unto the,
O Lord! not unto me, but unto thy free grace be alHhe

^Sunday, April 24, A The last week being rainy, I

prje
ached only five times in private houses; and this

da||but once in the meeting-house; but I hope neither
tiiiie without effect. This evening expounded at coun-

Riddle's, who, with the other gentlemen, treat

with greater respect every .day. Colonel Gilbert,
of the council, has lent me his horse, during my
;
and Mr. Dorrell, this morning, informed me of a

gn the gentlemen had, to raise a contribution to help
to discharge my arrears, and support my orphan fa-

jr.
/ Thanks be given to thy name, O God ! Thou

;

linplvyest all things; thou knowest that I, want to owe ho
man any thing but love; and provide foKBethesda after,

my, decease. Thou hast .promised thou" wilt fulfil the,, ;

desi re of them that fear thee. I believe, Lord, kelp
9

me
one
sta

des

me
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iny unbelief, that thou wilt fulfil this desire of my soul.

Even so. AmenL^
"Saturday, April 30. Preached since

Lord'^day,
two fun'eral sermons, and at five different houses in dif-

ferent parts of -the island, to still larger and larger au-

ditories, and perceived the people to be affected more
and more. Twice or thrice I preached without doors.

Riding in the sun, and preaching very earnestly, a little

fatigued me; so that this evening I was obliged to lie

down for some time. Faint, yet pursuing, must be my
motto still.

"Sunday, May 1. This morning was a little sick;

l^ij^^rust
God gave us a happy beginning of, the new

:|||imL
I preached twice with power, especially in the

iliorning, to a very great congregation in the meeting-

^l house, and in the evening, having given previous notice,

"J preached about four miles distant, in the fields, to a
'

-large company of negroes, and a number of white peo-

ple^ ;whp /came to hear what I had to say to them. I

beKev:e in all near fifteen hundred people. As the ser-

mon -was intended for the negroes,J-gave the auditory
warning, that my discourse would be chiefly directed
to tliiim, and that I should endeavour to imitate the ex-

ample of Elijah, who, when he was about to raise the

<;hild, contracted himself to its length. The negroes
seemed very sensible and attentive. .v -

When 1 asked if they all did not desire to go to hea%
: -

"
'?&'

'

en? one of them, with a very audible voice, said, 'Yes ;

,

sir.' This caused a little smiling; but in general, eve-

ry thing was carried on with great decency; and I be-

lieve the Lord enabled me so to discourse, as to touch

^the negroes, and yet not to give them the least umbrage
^fo'slight or behave imperiously to their masters. If

ever a minister, in preaching, need the wisdom of the,

serpent to be joined with the harmlessness of the dove,
'it must be when discoursing to negroes. Vouchsafe me
this favour, O God, for thy dear Son's sake. $

fMonday, May 2. Upon inquiry, I found that some
af the negroes did not like my preaching, because I told.
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{hem of their cursing, swearing, thieving, and tying.
One or two of the,, worst of them, as I was informed;
went away. Sonje said, they would not go anymore,

ey' liked Mr. M - ^r better, for he never told them
these things; and I said, their hearts were as black as

t ieir faces. They expected, they said, to hear me speak
''s gainst their masters. Blessed be God, that I was -di-

rected not to say any thing, this first time, to the mas-
ters at all, (hough my text led me to it. It might have
ieen of bad consequences, to tell them their duty, or
c liarge them too roundly with the neglect of it, before

tpeir
slaves. They would mind all I said to their mas-

ters, and, perhaps, nothing that I said to them. Every-

tjhing
is beautiful in its season. Lord, teach me always-

tjhat
due season, wherever I am called, to give either

"lack or white a portion of thy word! However, others

f the poor creatures, I hear, were very thankful, and,-
ame home to their master's houses, saying, that they

\jvouldstrivetosinnomore. Poor hearts! These dif-

ferent accounts affected me; and upon the whole, I could
not help rejoicing, to find that .their consciences were so

far awake. ,_

"Saturday, May 7. In my conversation these two

cays, with some of my friends, T was diverted much, in

1 earing several things that passed among the poor ne-

g roes, since my preaching to them last Sunday. One of

the women, it seems, said, 'that if the book I. preached
cut of; was the best book that was ever bought at Lon-

don, she was sure it had never all that in it, which I,

spoke to the negroes.' The old man, who spoke out

loud last Sunday, and said, 'yes,', when 1 asked them
whether all the negroes would not go to heaven? be-

ing questioned by somebody, why he spoke out, so? aa^
swered, 'that the gentleman .put the question once q^
twice to thrny^arid the other fools had not the manners
3 make me any answer; till, at last, I seemed to point at

im, and he was ashamed that nobody should answer me,
ncl therefore he did.' Another, wondering why I said

negroes had black hearts; was answered by his black
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llrother thus: "Ah, tliQii fool! dost thou not understand

;|it?
.H<e means black -with sin.' Two more girls were

overhfeard by .their mistress, talking^about religion; and

they .satdl, Hhey knew, if.they did not repent, they rnust

^be di@d.' From all .winch I infer, that.these Bermu-
flas negroes are more knowirig than [supposed; that

th^ir^onsciences are awake, and consequently prepared,
in a good measure, for hearing the gospel preached un-

to them;

f'Sunday, May 8. This also, I trust, has been a good
Sabb.ath. Inihe morning! was helped to preach power-
fully to a melting, and rather a larger congregation than

ever, in M.r, Paul's meeting-house; and in the evening,
tp almost as large a congregation of black and white as

last Sunday in the fields, near my hearty friend, Mr.

Holiday's house. To see so many black faces was affec-

; ting. They heard very attentively, and some of them
.now began to weep. May God grant them a godly
Sorrow, that worketh repentance not to be repented
ofl

V ^Friday, May 13. This afternoon preached over the

<orpse of Mr. Paul's eldest son, about twenty-four years
ef age; and by all 1 could hear, and judge of by con-

versing with him, he did indeed die in the Lord. I visit-

ed him twice last Lord's day, and was quite satisfied with
whahe said, though he had not much of the sensible

presence of God. I find^he was a preacher upon his

death bed : for he exhorted all his companions to love
Christ in sincerity; and blessed his brother and sister,
and I think, his father and mother., just before his depar-
ture. A great many people attended the funeral. I

preached on Luke viii. 13. 'And when the Lord saw her,
e had. compassion on her, and said unto her, weep not.'

lany were affected in the application of my discourse,

pd| J trust, some will be induced, by this young man's

good example, to remember their Redeemer in the days
of their youth. Grant it, O Lord, for thy dear Son's
sake.

*?Sunday, May 15. Praise the Lord, O my soul,
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Ji that is within me praise his hojy name ! This jnjotrning

I preaphed my farewell ^sermon aOlr. PauPs mjeeting-

*lquse--it was "quite : full; and, ^s the president said?

)0y.e;0ne hundr.ed and fifty whites^bejsicles blacks, wer.e

j.und ;th.e.: bouse. Attention sat on ey.ery face; and when
cam.e to take my le^p. Oh! what a .sweet, unaffected

v\ eeping .was thjere to'
sbe seen every where. I believe

there were fejw dr,y eyes. The negroes, likewise with-?

o iCdoors, I heard weep plentifully. My qwn heart was

affected; and though I have parted with friends so often,

yet I find eyery fresh parting almoM unmans me, and
v ery much -affects my heart. Surely, a great w<ork is

bjgun in some souls at Bermudas. Carry it on, O Lord,!

and if it be thy will, send me to this dear peopie^again.
Even so, Lord Jesus. Amen!

"After sermon, I dined with ffiree of the council, and
Qi her gentlemen and ladies, at captain Bascom's; and
from thence we went to a funeral, at which Mr. M; r

p -cached: and after that, I expounded on our lord's

tiansfigujation, at the house of on.e Mrs, Hapvey, sister

to dear Mr. Smith, of Charlestown. The house was ex-

ceeding full, and it was supposed alcove three hundred
stood in the yard. The Lord enabled ine to lift up my
voice like a trumpet. Many wept. Mr. M; *-rT returtied

from the funeral with me, and attended the lecture; as

did the .three counsellors, with whom I converged freely.

IVIay God reward them, and all the dear people of . the

and for those many favours conferred on me, who

si

chief of sinners, and less than the least of all

saints!

: '^Sunday, May 22.; Blessed be .God! 'the little leaven
thrown into the three measures of nieal. begins to fer^f
me.nt, and work. Almost ev.ery day for the week past,

I"
1
-.ve conversed with souls loaded with a sense of their

is; and, as far as I can judge, really pricked to the

iprt. I preached only three times, but to almost three
times larger auditories than usual. Indeed the fieldsjire
white ready unto harvest. God has been pleased to bless 1

private visits. Go where I will, upon the least notice,,
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housef are crowded, and the poor souls that follow, are
soon drenched

in^ears. This day I took, as
^it were,

another*farewell.
v
,xAs the ship did not sail, I preached

at Somerset in the^morning to a large congregation ia

the fields; and expounded in the. evening, at Mr. Har-

vey's house, round which stoot^^.ny
hundreds of peo-

ple.- But in the morning and evening, how did the poor
1 souls

tweep! Abundance of prayers and blessings were

put up for my safe passage to England, and speedy re-

turn to Bermudas .again. May they enterginto the ears

of the Lord of Sabbath! With all humility and thank-

fulness of heart, will I here, O Lord, set up my Eben-

zer; Jbr hitherto surely thqu has helped ine I Thanks
be to the Lord for sending me hither. I Have been re-

ceived in a manner I dared not expect; and have inet

with little, very little opposition, indeed. The inhabit-

ants seem to be plain and open-hearted. They have
loaded me with provisions for my sea-store; and in the

"several parishes, by a private voluntary contribution,
have raised me upwards of ONE HUNDRED BOUNDS ster-

ling. This will pay a little of Bethesda's debt, and en-

.able me to make such a remittance to my dear yoke-fel-

low, ^ as may keep her from being embarrassed, or/too
much beholden in my absence. Blessed be God, for

bringing me out of my embarrassments by degrees! May
the Lord reward all my benefactors a thousand fold!
I hear thgt what was given, was given exceedingly
heartily: and people only lamented that they could da
no more."*

Transmitting to Georgia the contributions he had re-

iyed, and fearing a relapse if he had returned to A-
erica in the heat of summer; and also being muck

pressed to return to England, Mr. Whitefield took his

passage in a, brig, and arrived safe in twenty-eight days at

Deal
;
and the next evening, July 6, he came to London,

haying been absent near four years.

* Bermudas is placed byjtsejf in almost the middle oNhe
Atlantic ocean. It has been justly celebrated by Walter
the poet, and the late bishop Berkeley, who resided there

,. :for some time.
""" "'' %

.
'

-
, / y&
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CHAPTER XIII.

Frdm hit arrival in London, 1748, to his going to Ireland

in thejyear 1751.

ON Mr. Whitefield's visiting a few of his friends, im-

mediately after his return, he found himself in no very
iagreeable situation. His congregation at the tabernacle

was sadly scattered. And as to his outward circumstances,
he had, sold all his household furniture, to help to pay
t tie orphan-house debt, which yet was far from being

1

cancelled. But under all these discouragements, he was
ill supported. His congregation was soon recruited, and

received him with the greatestjoy. And at this time a
* ery. unexpected thing happened to him. The countess

"Huntingdon,* before his arrival, had ordered Mr.

Among the illustrious characters of our time, none has-

shone more conspicuous in the religious world then the late

Excellent countess of Huntingdon, whose praise is in all the
churches. The eminence and usefulness of such a woman,
cannot but make her memory dear to surviving,friends: and
ler reputation having reached to thousands, whenever were
blessed by her acquaintance, all will be anxious to knbw
s imething of a woman so famous in her day and generation.
I have for some time employed my time, and I hope not un-

profitably for myself a"nd the church of God, in collecting
and arranging a memoir of her ladyship's faithful service's,

and the great success attending them. The narrative is in-

terspersed with Biographical Sketches of several eminent

persons the Rev. Messrs. Rorhaine, Venn, Jones, Scott,

Wills, Fletcher, Periticross, fee. &c. fee. and will exhibit, I

tope, several characters of exalted excellence, striving to-

gether for the hope of the gospel. I am indebted for infor-

mation to many of ray friends. And I solicit all who loved

ei^hile living, and still revere her memory, to send me
" ' ' " '

with which they are acquainted, that I mayp*y
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^ Howel Harris to bring him' to her house at Chelsea, a%

soon as he came on shore. He went, and having preach-
ed twice, the counters wrote to him, that several of the

nobility desired to^h'ear*him. In a few days the earl of

Chesterfield, and a whole circle of them attended; and

having heard once, desired they might hear him again.

,^1 therefore preaqhed again," says he,"in the evening,
? and went home, never more surprised at any incident in

my life. All behaved quite Wfell, and were in some de-

gree affected. The earl of Chesterfield thanked me,
and said, "Sir, I.will not tell you what,1 shall t'ejl others,
how 1 approve of you ;" or words to that purpose. At
last .lord Bolingbroke* came to h,ear, sat like an arch-

bishop, and was pleased to say, 'I had done great justice
to the divipe attributes in my discourse.' Soon after-

wards her ladyship removed to town, wherei I pj6ach-
ed generally twice a-week to very brilliant audito-

x ''"'
\_

be able more explicitly to detail the eventful periods of a
life so long spent in doing good 1 : r

* This celebrated infidel and tory, was one day reading
f Calvin's institutions. A clergyman (the Rev. Mr. Chu|gh,^

Vfho died curate of Battersea) of his lordship's acquaintance,
'*'

Doming in on a'visit, lord B. said to him, "You have caught"
me, reading John Calvin; he was indeed a roan of great

frts,

profound sense, and vast learning; he handles the doc-

jies of grace in a very masterly manner." "Doctrines

graced' replied the clergyman; "the doctrines of grace
have

(
set all mankind together by the ears.'* "I am surpri-

sed"to'^hear you say so;" answered lord B. "you who profess
tol>eUeve and to preach Christianity. Those doctrines are

certainly the doctrines of the Bible, and if I Relieve the

Bijile I must believe them. And, let me seriously 'tell you,
that the greatest miracle in the world is the subsistence of

Christianity, and its continued preservation, as a religion",
when

^
the preaching of it is committed to the care of such

unchristian wretches as you." This anecdote was told,,t< t

the Revl Augustus Montague Toplady^ati Bath, July 3,0y>

1775',^by the countess'of Huntingdon, who bad 'it froni loircl^

B.olingbroke's own mouth.
' -"* &"*



HEV EORGE^WHITEFIELIV
""**

"

*

vies. Blessed be God, not without effectual success on
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In September, 174% he visited Scotland the third time,
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Sir"

l^was received with a hearty welcome. - Multitudes

i to hear him, both at Edinburgh and Glasgow,
reason," says he,| "to believe<some have Been

vakened, and many quickened and cojnforted. My old

"ends are.more solidly so than e"ver; and a foundation,

trust, has been laid for doing much good, if ever the
>rd should call me thither again. Two synodst and

* M.S. and Letter 673.

f Letter 700.

He means the synods of Glasgow and Perth, and "the

esbytery of Edinburgh. What happened in the synodppf
asgow, may be seen in a pamphlet, entitled, "A Fair and

[partial Account of the Debate in the Synod of Glasgow
d Ayr, 6th October, 1748, about employing Mr. White-
Id: published at Edinburgh the sam'e year, and supposed
be written by the Rev. Dr.JErskine, who was then min-
er at Kirkintilloch. The .short his,tory of the matter is

is: A motion was made, tending to prohibit or discourage
riisters from employing Mr.^^Whitefield. The. speeches

mide in support of the motion were upon the 'following top-
ic : His being a priest of the church of England. That he

d not subscribed the Formula. His imprudencies. "Chi-

merical scheme of the orphan-house. Want of evidence
that the money"-.-he collects is i-ightly applied. Asserting
that assurance is essential to faith. Encouraging a depend-
aiic;eia>n impulses and immediate revelations. Declaring,
oiiislehder evidence, some people converted, and others car-

n'sLl^ndiunFeffenerated. Often, indeed, pretending to re-

p^!nt'

:

;0f : h;feTjlunderSj and retract; but as often relapsing into
ii_ , A^J:,. iu: i

being under a senteijce of suspension
?
commissaVy; Garden, from which he had appealed to the''' and made oath to prosecute that

^|^a twelve-month; and yet it was never prosecuted.
On tne- other bab.dv the:. /ministers 'Who were against "the

itiony spoke'in^feis
inanner: ''^1 -blush to think," s'aid one,

of pur^brethren should Jbefriend a.proposal, so coh-
iat moderatibn and cathojic spirit, which n'ow is,

l^jpe-'ever shall be the glolry of bur church, I am sen-

^ili'r- .

'

yvf^gfrty^:^- :..
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one pregbyteryilbrougbt me upon the carpet; but all

fias worked for'good:"
While he was in Scotland, he endeavoured to do all

the service he could to the New Jersey College, ^nd in

sible, many things in the church of England need reforma-

tion; but I honour her, notwithstanding, as, oyr sister church.
If bishop Butler

5 bishop Seeker, or bishop Sherlock, were
in^ Scotland, I should welcome them to my pulpit. In this I

should imitate Mr. Samuel Rutherford, as firm a presbyteri-
an as any of us, who yet employed" archbishop Usher.
There is no law of Christ, no act of assembly prohibiting
me to give my pulpit to an Episcopal, Independent, or Bap-
tist minister, if of sound, principles in the fundamentals of

religion, and of a sober life. Our church expressly enjoins,
Art xiii. (April, 1711,) that great

1 tenderness is to be used

^foreign protes^ants. The^requiring strangers to subscribe

~myr~JForniula, before they preach with us, would lay as effec-

tual a bar against employing those of congregational prin-

uciples, or Presbyterian non-subscribers, as those of .the

church of England ^

"As to Mr. Whitefield," said another, "there are few
"ministers whose character has been so well attested, by^the
most competent judges, both at home and abroad. One
thing I cannot but observe: those who have spofken most

warmly against Mr. Whitefield in this debate, acknowledge
they have made little or no inquiry into i his character:

whereas, those on the other side, have made a very careful

inquiry; and that inquiry has turned out entirely to their

satisfaction. With regard to his imprudencies, 'there' is a

great difference between blunders owing to a bad heart, and
those that are owing only to a misinformed judgment; espe-
cially when the mistakes that occasioned them, have misled
several great and good men. Whether Mr> Whitefield 's

scheme of the orphan-house be prudent or not, it is demon-
sitrable it was honestly meant. The magistrates of Savan-
nah published, 'three years ago, .in the Philadelphia Gazette,
an affidavit, that they had carefully examined Mr. White"
field's receipts and disbursements, and found tbat what he
had collected in behalf of the orphans had been honestly ap-
plied; and that besides, be had given.considerably to them of
his own property. As to his maintaining, that assurance
is essential to'faith} encouraging an unwarrantable regard "to

impressions; and being too hasty in pronouncing men; car-

.-,',
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conjunction with some ministers who wished well to the;IK. _ . - . i
* -

* y l 'A-J

institution, advised the sending over a . iniaiftei1 from

.America, to make application in person:* which was

aftBrWak-ds done in the year 1754, whejpapplication was

nal or converted; his sentiments *n these particulars, have
beein altered for upwards of two years. And now fie scarce

preaches a. sermon, without guarding his hearers against re-

lying on impressions, and telling them that faith, and a per-
suasion that we are justified, are vsry different things, and
that a holy life is the best evidence of a gracious state.

Tnese retractions are owing to a real change of sentiment.

Letters from correspondents in New England show, that

this change is, at least, of two years date, and that ever since

it lappened, he has preached and acted with remarkable
cattion. Lastly, with respect to the prosecution of his

apj eal; Mr. Whitefield exerted himself to the utmost to giejp

his appeal heard, but could net prevail on the lords commis-
sioners so much as once to meet on the affair:' they, no
doi bt, thinking of commissary Garden's arbitrary proceed-
ings with the contempt they deserved. Bu't^say" some,
*Mr. Whitefield being under a suspension not yet reversed,
is now no minister.' But for what, was he suspended? Why,,
foHno other crime, than omitting to use the form of prayer
prescribed in the communion book, when officiating in a

presbyterian congregation. And shall a meeting of presby-
' '''

an ministers pay any regard to a sentence which hadter

such a foundation?"

j^he issue of the debate was a rejection of the motion by
vote, 47 to 13; and a resolution which was so expressed as
to! je a decent burial of it; laying no new restrictions onr

ministers from inviting strangers, but leaving things precise-
ly [as they were before. And they who chose to give Mr

Y

Whitefield
their pulpit, never after met with any mqlesta-

tioii. Upon the whole, the attacks made on Mr. T^hite-
fieli's character, proved the occasion of informing the syn-
od of the falsehood of many aspersions thrown out against
hikri, of the great

1

increase of his prudence and caution, and"
""

remarkable change of his sentiments and behaviour, so"

as either were offensive. And then'what was intendedfar

fot his reproach, turned ou^ to his honour. 1
-

.*
See his Letters on the subject to Mr. M'Laurin; Let-

teijs 1334 and 1368,
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made by Mr. TeBnant and Mr. pavies to the assembly,
wKo appointed a general collection..

Mr. Whitefield's thoughts were now engaged on a
for making ,Mj& orphan-house, which was at first in*

tended only for tbe'reception of poor fatherless children,
a semink^, of literature and academical learning. He
thought'sulh an institution was much wanted in America;

And which, if properly conducted, would render very
essential service to the colbriy . In consequence of

which, on^his
return to England, he signified his intention,

by letter *to the trustees, if they would be pleased to

aUer the government of the colony, and permit a limit-

ed ?use of negroes; for otherwisej it was his
^opinion,

that Georgia would never become a flpurismwg pro-
vince.* In the mean lime he travelled; preached every
wtyere as usual, meeting with

1

great success during the

winter.

In February, 1749, he made an excursion to Exeter^
and Plymouth, where he was agreeably surprised to find

l^i .r&S* 1- i;*--' ,, s ,'LV- P J .. i
-

, . , -.

a great-alteration- in the people, since his last visit to-

those patts, about five years before. He was received

bjrtois late converts as ah angel of God; and by none
more cordially than the Rev. Andrew Kinsma'h-| at

* Letter 1214.
' x

;
;

-

'

. -*

f When Mi1

. Whitefield was preaching, at Exeter/ a man,

w^as present who had loaded his pockets with stones, in order
to fling them at that eminently precious ambassador of
Christ;

?
He hea'rd his prayer, however, with" patience: "but

no^aooner had he named his texty.than the man palled a
ston"4tout?of his pocket, and held it in his hand,

7

waiting for
a fair opportunity to throw it. But God sent a word to his

; heart,: and the stone 1

dropped from his hand; After sermon

;hp!went;to
Mr. Whitefield, and told him, ''Sir, I came to

"hi:ar you this day, with a view to break yoar head; but the

spirit of God"; through your ministry, has given me a brok-
en feart.;; The man proved to be a sound c6nvert, and liv-
ed an ornament to the'Gospel. Such pow'er belongeth' uato
God! '*":-.

|,JTbe Rev. Andrew Kinsman was born at Tavistock; in
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house he resided during the present, and every

gi bsequent visit. From this time Mr. Kinsman hecame

intimately acquainted, and closely connected with Mr.

Whitefieldj for whom he retained the most filial affec-

the county, of Devon> November 17, 1724. His childhood

aid youth were marked by a disposition and manners mild

aid engaging:, together with a behaviour to his parents pe*

c;iliarly dutiful. He wasj however, unacquainted; with the

religion of the gospel, until he had attained his seventeenth

y| ar, when providentially meeting with a volume of Mr.
"

hitefield's sermons, one of these on the New *Birth was

greatly blessed as a mean of informing his judgment, and

alarming his conscience. Having but a few spiritual friends

to converse with, he continued for some time in a state of

suspense, relative to his interest in. divine things, and was
;ertain whether he was actually renewed in the spirit 'of

mind. But God, who heareth the sorrowful sighing of
lh<3 prisoner, at length gave him the oil of joy %gr mourning,
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.

I

His gloomy and tormenting fears being happily dissipated,
and his Jheart exulting in the grace of God his Saviour; he
WSLS soon impressed with an ardent concern, to interest the
"*i;ention -of -his relations to these. important objects. Their

sat indifference, even to the form of godliness, gave fre-
ent occasion to many strong cries and tears to God in se-

UB
his

t, that hrist might be formed in their hearts, the hope
glory. But being unable to suppress his feelings any

at

sr
qii

cr

of

longer,"he one evening exclaimed} with an effectual emo-
tion, as they were retiring to their chambers, "What!
still we go to bed without prayer"? How do we know but
some of us may awake in hell before morning?" 'By this

unexpecjedyaddress, the family were seized with a>,solenm
avve; and; while they looked on each other with conscious
shame for the neglect of so obvious a duty; he fell upon his

k^ess,
and prayed with that readiness and fervour, which

atly excited their astonishment* v

Nor was his auxiety confined ."-to;-: their spiritual welfare;
foi his heart's desire was, that his neighbours might also

participate.of the unsearchable riches ofChrist. He there-
101 e

shortly hegan to read' Mr. Whitefield's sermons', to as
many as would attend; and supposed, with Melanctlion, that
wlat had proved so singular a blessing to himself, would not
ai to produce similar effects on them, 'as soon as they were

'

-

- 'if :'*

'

."
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tipri to his dying day ';,. frequently travelled with, and
consulted him as a father upon all his religious con-

cerns.
" ..-'., .

*

.Multitudes crowded to hear him, and many gave

beard. Continuing to read the works of eminent divines

for some time, the small company who attended these ex-

ercises, perceiving him to be a youth of promising abilities,

encouraged him to cultivate them, by the study and delive-

ry of bis own discourses. After repeated solicitations he
was prevailed upon; and his first essay of this nature, was
from Ezekiel xxxvii. 3. "Son of man can these bones live?

and I answered, O Lord God,thou knowest." He used to

speak of this as a season peculiarly solemn and affecting.
The Lord encouraged these his early efforts, by giving him
many seals to his ministry, among whom were his father,

mother, and three sisters.

About this period, Mr. Whitefield, in one of his voyages
to America.^; was obliged, by an unexpected occurrence, to

repair to Plymouth, wherevhe had never been before, to se-

cure himself a passage in a ship about to sail from that

port. Here, according to his usual custom, he embraced
the first opportunity of preaching to the inhabitants. He
had not delivered many discourses, before a gracious Provi-
dence preserved him from being

'

assassinated, and at the
same time overruled the horrid .attempt of his enemies, to

the furtherance of the gospel. (See chapter X. page .81.)

Intelligence of these circumstances being circulated around
the adjacent country, Mr. Kinsman fled with great eagejr-
ness to hear him. Being introduced after sermon

,to
his

company, he prevailed on him to visit Tavistock. But the

opposition he there met with was . so violent, as to excite
such-a deep-rooted antipathy in the mind of Mr. Kinsman >

to his'native town, that he resolved to reside in it no longer.
^Having removed to Plymouth, he, at the age of about twen-

"ty-one, commenced an acquaintance with Miss Ann Tijey,
with whom he was united in marriage, in the year- 1745.
She was a very spiritual and zealous Christian; and, with

many: others, had been converted under Mr. Whitefield 's

ministry, while h*e was detained there through the delays of

'the convoy. By herpie had four children, Ann, Andrew,
John and George; the two former of whom till survive, and
are members of the religious community oker which he
still presided.
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ppofs of & solid.ppnversion to God." "Now," says he,

^Plymouth seems"to be quite a 'new place to nie." As
hi;

he
health was impaired in London, he loved to fangCj as

'calls it, after precious souls. Yet he never wished

]
At Plymouth God gave testimony to the word of his

gruce. The congregations rapidly -increased; and many
were "added to the church of such as should be. saved." ,A
lar>-e place of worship was shortly after erected, called

"Ihe Tabernacle," towards the erection of which Mr.
Kinsman generously contributed. This place was chiefly

suf plied by Mr. Whitefield's colleagues, the Rev. Messrs.

Cjenhick, Adama, MicUUeton, &c. &c. who were kindly en-
tertained under Mr. Kinsman's roof, free o any expense to

themselves, or the infant cause. .'"'

|As Plymouth Dock, about two miles from Plymouth, be-
ca;iae exceedingly populous; and as there was.no place of
wo rship in all the town to accommodate the inhabitants, ex-

cept the little chapel in the King's Yard, Mr. Kinsman con-
sidered this circumstance as a fit occasion to diffuse among
them the savour of the knowledge of Christ. He began to

preach out of doors, and continued this practice for some
time, amidst the most violent persecutions; being frequent-
lylobliged .to fly for his life; and often expected, that before
the ensuing morning his dwelling house at Plymouth would
be demolished. At times he has been surrounded by eight
orjnine drums from the military to drown his voice.

J Jut amidst this formidable opposition, his strength was
eqi al to his day. Now Providence would soften his adver-
sar.es into pity, and thereby divert them from their evil

purposes; then would fortify him with courage to withstand
the united efforts of an outrageous mob. Once in particular,

atp^ock, a person of considerable fortune hired a .number
of ! men to interrupt his preaching. On arriving at the spot,
thjey were so moved by his engaging address, that they not

oriljr desisted from their design, but directed their -venge-
J against, their mischievous employer, who with difficult^

ped with his life; and so exemplified the words of Da-
"His mischief shall return upon his own head, and his

anc

esp
vicl

vio

t another time, when the congregation was assembled in

Plj mouth, Tabernacle, it was disturbed by a lieutenant of

th^navy; who came with a part of his crew, armed for a

desperate assault. Having broken the windows, they, en-

ent/ctealing shall come down upon his own pate.
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to form a new sect, or strode -to becornetthe head of a

party. "I have seen enough o'f popularity," says he,

(Letter 1247, ) "to be sick of itj and did not the interest

of my blessed Master require my appearing in public,

tercd
:the place*in a body. Their first attempt was to ex-

tinguish the lights, and-^hen to fall upon the people; but a

person perceiving their "design, drew up the chandelier to

the ceiling of the building. Baffled in this project, they
fell upon the people, without regard either to age or sex,
and beat them with their bludgeons in a merciless manner.
The worship being interrupted, a general alarm and out-

cry of murder ; ensued. At this instant, Mr. Kinsman, by
an extraordinary effort, throwing himself into the midst .of

the throng, seized the lieutenant, the ringleader of the riot-

ers: and as he was drawing his sword upon him, wrested
it fronr his hand. No exertion on the side of the rioters

could force Mr. Kinsman to quit his hold of the lieutenant;
and by main strength, in the heat of the rencounter, he
driew him out of the Tabernacle into the yard, where the

game scene of confusion was continued. Here the lieuten-

antmade many violent struggles to disengage himself lost

his laced -hat^-and had his clothes considerably torn in the

attempt. But Mr. Kinsman preservered his hold, dragged
him into, his dwelling-house, and carried him off through the

frontdoor to the magistrate. Both parties were now at

loss to discover what was become of their champions, Mr.
Kinsman's- friends were almost distracted, supposing he had
been carried off by the rioters, and torn piece-meal. But
they were soon agreeably disappointed.. The lieutenant
conducted himself 'with great insolence before the magis-
trate, who committed him to the watch-house, where he lay
all night.- Being brought before him again the next morn-

ing, he acknowledged his offences, engaged to repair all da-

mages, and make 'such other concessions as the injured par-
ty might require. Mr. Kinsman having obtained his ob-

ject, and being unwilling to injure the cause of religion in
the esteem of the world, by a spirit of inexorable resent-

ment, acceded to his proposals, and he was accordingly dis-

missed; nor was he ever afterwards called upon by Mr.
Kinsman or his friends, to fulfil InV engagements.
Having procured a private house in Dock, he preached

the first time to about sixteen persons; but the; congrfega- -

tions rapidly increased; and in the year 1762, a; meeting-



REV. GEORGE WHITEFJELD.

the world should hear, but little of me henceforward _
n

Ifothwithstanding, his zeal abated not. "I dread the

t ioughts of flagging in the latter stage of my road,"

ouse was erected", which, by the blessingjof God tipon his

ministry, was obliged to be enlarged six or seven times; and
now measures sixty-four by sixty-Inset.

;
He was now called out to itinerate frequently in many

counties in the kingdom; and his peculiar abilities attracted

general attention^which; together with the. affability "of his

manners, the uncommon cheerfulness of his disposition,
and his great usefulnesss, raised' him to a high degree of es-

teem wherever he went. Nor was he less respected, nor
Ms ministry attended with less general good, at Bristol and
London cities to which he was invited by Mr. Whitefield;
who used to call Bristol Mr. Kinsman's America, alluding
to his own popularity aad success in that quarter of the
world.

'[
Mr. Whitefield being about to sail for America, sent for

him to London. On his arrival he was introduced, and di-
ned with him at the Tabernacle- house, in company ,-with a
young clergyman. After dinner there was a most tremen-
dous storm of thunder and lightning. As they stood at the
window below the raging elements, Mr. Kinsman, supposing
the clergyman, from his being a visitant to Mr. Whitefield,
to be a serious person, familiarly put his hand upon his

shoulder, and, with great cheerfulness and energy, repeated
ttye words of Dr. Watts:

"The God that rules on high, ,.

"

And thunders when he please;
That rides upon the stormy sky,
And manages the seas,'

"

.ind then, with peculiar pathos and confidence, added,

"This, awful God is ours,
Our Father and. our Love!" -

I
.--

The words,so appositely introduced, so solemnly and so em-
phatically delivered^ made a deep impression on the mind
oj' the young clergyman, and began a conversation, which^
by the blessing of God, ended in his saving conversion.
Here his ministry was greatly owned; and he thought him-

self highly honoured in preaching the first sermon that ever
10*



1J4 MEMOIRS OF THIS

V u, *

was an expression used in his letters to his friends,

(Letters 1287, 1397, and 1421.) He was often indisposed;
but he thought that travelling and preaching did him

was delivered f^ni the pulpit of the present tabernacle.--
His hai'monious^v:

bice,^^^^^^&%prightly
and pathetic manner of

'. address,' brought iao smaWhuinber:of all raibks to hear him:

among whom was Shuter, the celebrated comedian, who,
haying been excited by curiosity to hear Mr. "Whitefield,
was so affected with his preaching, that|iat one time there
were hopes of his being under serious impressions. Having
also heard Mr. Kinsman, he was so delighted with him, that

h|e frequently visited him. But the lamentable immorality
that pervades the stage, the scoffs of ridicule from men of
considerable influence, and the contemptuous insinuations

of the profane, that most dangerous and destructive method
of attack to which Mr. Shuter was, by his profession, particu-
larly exposed, soon operated as a foil to those rising hopes
that were entertained concerning him; and, as blasts, swept
away those promising and blooming flowers.

Some,years after,' having forgot where he lived, accident-

"ally;meeting Mr. Kinsman at Plymouth, he embraced him
/with rapture, and.inquired if that was the place of his resi-

dence? He.replied, "Yes; but I am just returned from Lon-
don, where 1 have preached so often, and to such large au-

ditories, and Jhave been so indisposed, that Dr. Fothergill
advised: my immediate return to the country, for change of
air." "Ariel I;" said Mr. Shuter, "have been acting Sir
^John Falstaff so often, that I thought I should have died; and
*the physicians advised me to come into the country for the '

benefit of the air. Had you died, it would have been serv-

ing the best of masters; but had /, it would have been in
the service of the devil. Oh, sir; do you think I .ever shall

be called again! I certainly was when I was studying my
part in the park; and if Mr. Whitefield had let me come to

the Lord's table with him, I never should have gone back
again. But the caresses of the great are exceedingly en-

snaring. My lord E-r- sent for me to day; and I .was

glad Ijcpuld not go. Poor things! they are unhappy, and

they want Shuter to make them laugh. But, O sir! such a
life as'yoursl 4s soon as I leave you I shall be king Rich-
ard. This is what they call a good play, and as good as
some s&rmons. I acknowledge there are some striking and
moral things in it. But after it, I shall come in again with
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good. "Fear riot your weak bocly," says* Be in Letter'

1380, to the Rev. James Ilervey, '* we are immortal

tillf our work is done. Christ's labourers must live by

my farce of A dish of all Soris^ and knoek^atU that on the

head. Fine reformers are we!' r

4 [The 'inh*abitantssafter-

. taking notice that he visited Mr. Kinsman, vvere as--

ished; and one gentleman in particular, asked him, ifvi^te

e a Methodist
1

? "Mine is a fine method, is it not
1

? No;
I was. If any' are right, they are."

r. Kinsman once preaching in London, on the Lord's

day!, a heavy and unexpected shower of rain coming on', se-

veral Sabbath-breakers passing by at that instant, fled into
Tabernacle for shelter. Among these was a young

mai who was personally acquainted with Mr. Kinsman at

Plymouth. -Seeing him in the pulpit, he immediately-^re*--

solved to wait .till the conclusion, of the service., and inquire
aftsr, the welfare of his .relations. This he accordingly did

to Whom Mr. Kinsman replied, with his usual affability,"Y our good aunt and religious mother are both lately gone to
hes ven; but which way are you goijig? What will your pious

ther say, if :she should miss her William there'? Though -

sermon had not the least effect, this sentence struck him
tohihe heart; and God made it the means of his conversion.
He afterwards became a very valuable member of the church'

at!!L>ock, and died an Israelite indeed! Some; years after^
Jhis youngest son, a wild young man, mai'rying, and having a

chid, applied to Mr. Kinsman to baptize it. Mr^Kl hav-

ing some, knowledge of his charater, told him, he would

mo
the

his child for the grandfather's sake; and then began
to! relate the striking circumstance .of his father's ^conver-
sion. This so affected the young man, that from that time
he became serious; and is now a member of the same
chi rch at Dock. ".^'

Plymouth and Dock, his preaching was still attended
with remarkable success, particularly among young per--
soiriSi At length the repeated solicitations of the people in-
duced him to limit the sphere of his operations, and, except-

hisjvisits
to London and Bristolj his labours were chiefly'

confined to the above places, J .

|In the year 1763, the society at Dock bedoming very nu--

mJBrpus, wished to be formed into a regular church^ ^ .They
therefore gave Mr. Kinsman an unanimous call to take the

oversight of them; antl he having accepted it, wassetaparfr
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toifacleif riot, I must not live ^at all; for God only
knows what I daily endure; my continual vomitings
almost kill me; and yet the pulpit is my care so that

to the pastoral office at Broadmead, in Bristol, August
by the Rev. Benjamin. Fawcett, of Kidderminster; the
Rev. George Powell, of Weathersfield; the Rev* Jeremiah
'Fjleld, of Wellington, Somerset; the Rev. Hugh Evans, and
the Rev. John Thoman, of Bristol. In the year 1771, he
went to reside wholly at Dock; until which period he never
received any pecuniary consideration "ibr his services;' nor
did he in the whole course of his ministry at Plymouth, ne*
y.er having required any. -^

After his settlement in the pastoral office, Providence
/raised up several of the members of the church to assist in

preaching, particularly ?the Rev. Robert Heath, now of

Redborough. But these being frequently called to labour
in the adjacent towns and villages, and the state of Mr.
Kinsman's health for many years, not admitting of his

preaching three times on the Lord's-day, both places were

obliged to be provided with regular assistants, the most dis-

tinguished of whom were: at Plymouth, the Rev. Messrs.
Dunn and Padden; at Dock, the Rev. Messrs. Jones and

- Lake; each of whom continued for some time in the exer-
" cise of his talents with success, until invited io the pastoral
office of ow/er places. After they were removed, a succes-
sion of ministers from the metropolis and other parts of the

kingdom, regularly supplied the congregation, much upon
the same plan with the London and Bristol tabernacles. In

January, 1792, dropsical symptoms began first to make their

appearance in his legs, and left little hope to his friends of
a long continuance among them. For the last twelve
months he could do little more than preach two or three

sermons; and it was with great difficulty he continued to

administer the Lord's supper.
As he approached to the close of life, he would frequent-

.ly^lopk
out of his- chamber windowj and on seeing multi-

tudes flocking to the meeting, would -say "Thither I once
'i<ed-

e

up tKie tribes of the Lord to worship/' When anticipa-
ting his.approaching 'dissolution, he would frequently adopt
the confidential language of the pious Watts:---,

*V$f, \ ^
*-

.' Y -

" '

, "My. God, my portion, and my love,
*

'

/ My everlasting all;
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my friends begin to pity me less, and to leave off that

ungrateful caution, 'spare thyielf.v

'
, I spe|3t -this to en-

coc rage you."
- -x

n march 1749, he returned toXondon, having trar-

I've none but thee in heav'n abjove, \

'

.

Or on this earthly ball!"

Aiid that other well-knojrn verse in the 17th Psalm:

"O glorious hour! O|bless'd abode! >?

I.shall, be near and like, my God!
And flesh and sin no more controul
The sacred pleasures of the soul."

A few hours l>ro>re he died, he -said ^ "Oh how ill I am]
bul: my God, my life, my time, my all is in thy hands. On
theje do I trust; in thee I can confide."

"A guilty, weak and helpless worm,
On thy kind arms 1 fall;

-

.,

Be thou my strength and righteousness,.

My Jesus and my all!"

;

short time before he died, Mrs. Kinsman asked him
how he did. He replied, with a sweet serenity, "Still in the;

bojiy." ..'.
. . .

-

'

.-
:

, ;

"But in his dying countenance was seen vA smile, the index of a soul serene."

Continuing sensible, being almost gone, and scarcely able
to articulate, he said in a broken manner,

-
$ ."Jesus, lover of my soul -"

ljhen:smiled again, and without a sigh fell asleep in the
ay ns of that compassionate Jesus, whom he had ardently
ipyedpand faithfully preached^ for more than fifty years. ,'

~

He died February 28, 1793, in the sixty-ninth year of his

.ge.
'

.

.'"' --

"
. , .

. %
' On the following Sabbath two funeral sermons were
preached for him; one at Plymouth, by the Rev. Mr. Macall-,
fronirJohn v. 35 'He was a burning ind a shining liglit.'
A, ad the other at Dock, by the .Rev.

f

Matthe.w Wilks, .of,

Lahdon, from Daniel xii. 3. "They |

that lie wi|e^ sKall
hine as th|^brigh

i

tness of the firmament; and'they'tnat'l^ra
n>any to righteousness, as the stars forever and* ever'."- -"*.



lled about 3iX HUNDRED MILES in th$ west, and to his

satisfaction .found that his former labours had; been

abundantly blessed. (Letter 1243.) A
In May, he, went to Portsmouth and Portsea,*

*
Thi|-,tpwn commenced with the last century; for in the

year IT^iTthere were not more, than a dozen of houses on
the spot; apd the parish of Portsea, as it is now called, ex-

clusive of the neighbouring town^qf Portsmouth, did not
contain 2000 inhabitants; but their number now amounts to

22,000 at least. At that time there was no other place of

worship but the parish church; and there are now twelve

places devoted to the service of God. - <
About the year 1746, the Rev. John Cennick came to

Portsea:, and preached in the open air. 'He was followed

by the Rev. Messrs. Adams, Meredith, and others, in con-
nection witB Mr. Whitefield, who himself, in 1749, visited

the place, and preached in the fields to very numerous con-

gregations. About this time several serious persons,
some of whom were members of the Rev. Mr. William's
church at Gosport, and others of the Rev. Mr. Norman's at

^Portsmouth, formed themselves into a society, and, by a small

weekly subscription, defrayed the expenses of the preach-
ers who visited them. Their number was considerably in-

vcreased, by the divine blessing, on three visits paid .them

by Mr. WhitMeld, and by the labours of other ministers.
At length, in 1754, they erected a place of worship, fifty-
three feet by thirty, which they called '[The Tabernacle."
For about fifteen years the congregation was supplied by
the Rev. Messrs. Adams, Croom, .Vines, Hogg, Cornelius,
Winter, and others: but this';mode of supply proving incon-
venient and expensive, they determined on having a regu-
lar minister; and being formed into a church, were rprpvi-.

'

.dentially led to make choice of the Rev. Thomas Tuppen,
'rto settle among them as .their pastor. Mr. Tuppen com-
commenced his stated labours at Portsea, in March 1769,
and was well attended. In a letter, to Mr. Whitefield,
written the 30th of June, 1769, he says, "I have never

preached on a Lord's day, but, on some parts of it, I have
ha'd,five hundred hearers, many times double that number;
and,on the week days never less than two or three hundred,
which I think some encouragement; and there is reason to

believejthat the Lord owns and blesses his word} and that

he has many people in this place."
-
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he preached to numerous and attentive auditories.

Mj,ny were savingly wrought upon prejudices every
where removed and those who before calumniated and

iJVtr. Tuppen was born in the year 1743, at Brl^&thelm-
stcne, in Sussex, where he was trained up by a sober, moral

mother, in a strict attachment to the established church, the '

public ordinances of which he constantly attended on the
Lc rd's-day, performing also some religious exercises at home:
bu

fc,
satisfied with the mere performance of religious duties, he

rei nained totally ignorant of spiritual things, and 'destitute

of any real concern for the salvation ef his soul. When he
ar 'ived at the age of sixteen, the seeds of natural .corrup-
tion sprang up with vigour, and produced those fruits.of ac-
tual transgression, which are too common at that dangerous
period of life, unless prevented by the restraints of divine

providence, or the influences of divine grace. Becoming
ait this time his own master, more fully than before, by the
removal of some of his friends to London, and associating
\\fithsotneverywicked companions, he was hurried on to
the gratification of carnal appetites, with increasing eager-
ness, for- about the space of two years.
But the"Lord, who had cho'sen him to be a vessel of hon-

ol ry to bear his name to Gentile sinners, was pleased to
se 3d his highly favoured servant, the Reverend George
Whitefield, to Brighton at this period. Induced by curios-

it]' to hear a preacher of such peculiar fame, he attended a
sermon out of doors, on a Friday evening, under a tree, at
the back" of the White Lion Inn. But so far was he from
previously wishing to derive any spiritual benefit from the.

sermon, that, as he confessed afterwards, he could gladly
have joined the rabble in stoning him, or, at least, like Saul
of Tarsus, have held the clothes of those who would- Mr.
Whitefield's text was, Ezek. xxxiii, 11. "Turn ye, turrf

." Under that sermon his malice was changed into ad-
m ration; he was convinced, that though young in years, he

a great sinner; that he had revolted
'

from God, and
must turn again to him, or perish. This serrnoh, and others
d< livered on the' s'ame visit, became the

;happy means of

leiding him to serious and earnest inquiries about salvation.,
Ilis friends, who remained nea;r him, were alarmed * -and;
united to oppose his religious progress; while conscience,
flow awakened, so strongly charged him with sin, that he
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.reviled him, wished him to continue with, and preach the

'gospel,to"them. (Letter 1261.) .

Jane 24, he wrote thus from Bristol: "Yesterday

endured?considerable distress. He was now fully satisfied

;thathe*eould never help himself; and that, if ever be were
saved, he must be an eternal debtor to free and sovereign

:grace. He continued in a state of mental bondage for near
ten months; and though he joined himself to a little society
of Christian friends, and constantly united with them in

spiritual exercises, he found but transient relief from his

Burthen, till, at one period, being about ten miles distant

from home, his mind was set at liberty, and he enjoyed the

peace of the gospel. ,

In September, 1761, many of his relations having settled

in London, he was induced to follow them; and, for a sea-

son, communicated with the society at the Tabernacle. At
that time he resided in East Cheap, and being near the

meeting-house then occupied by the the Rev* Mr. Elliot,
"who at that period frequently preached for -Mr. Whitefield,
attended his ministry for. several years, and frequently
beard the Rev. Mr* Hart there. In December, 17S7, on
the death of a preacher, who assisted Mr. Elliott, he was

requested, both by the minister attd the church, to preach a-

mong them occasionally, which he did^or a year or two.
He was then invited to officiate among a few serious peo-

ple in a remote corner of Sussex; where, he had not been

long before he received an iavitation from the society at

Portsea, to settle among them. However, previous to his

settlement, he was solemnly set apart to the pastoral office;

jwhen the Rev. Mr. Elliott, of London, Rev* Dr. Samuel, of"

JRanisey, Rev* Mr. Ashburner, of Poole, Rev. Mr Lacey,
jbaptist minister of Portsea, Rev. Benjamin Francis, of

.Horsley, Rev. Mr. Meadows, of London, and Rev. Mr.
Brown, of Mitchel-Dean, engaged in the various services
of the day.
By the blessing of the Lord on Mr. Tuppen's labours at

Portsea, the congregation gradually increased; so that in
the year I773,the Tabernacle was

.
insufficient for their

accommodation: it was therefore taken down, and a new
house, sixty feet by forty, with three galleries, erected in

its stead; -which also was soon filled.
'

. Some years after this, Mr. Tuppen's health declined, and
he found himself unable to sustain any longer the fatigue of
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Go! brought me here, after having carried me a circuit

of about EIGHT HUNDRED MILES, and enabled me to

the

infi

hay
for

preach, I suppose, to upwards of ONE HUNDRED THOUSANB
SCILS. I have been in eight Welch counties; and, I;

prjeaching thrice on the Lord's-day. It was therefore de-
ter nined by the,church, that they should have but two ser-

mo is, namely, in the morning, and in the evening, during" summer season*
; ,But in November, 17U4, .Mr. Tuppen

r|ned the church, that he saw it was for their interest to

three sermons on the Sabbath; but as he was not equal
that service, he thought it his duty to recommend 'to

the n to look out for another pastor. Early in the succeed-

ing year, Mr. Tuppen preached his last sermon to them.
He left the place with regret; and far .the greater part of
the people were affected in the same manner, though some
indulged a hope of his resuming his labours among them a-

gain. Few ministers enjoyed a larger share of the affec-

tiors of their people"; 'but. the. -Lord, it seems, intended him
to

; become the instrument of laying the foundation of a

greater work at Bath. ,

I", was in the year i?80, that some serious persons in that

city, formed themselves into a body for public worship, ac-

corling to the dissenting mode; but, in consequence of the
smsllness of their number, and the opposition they encoun-

tered, they with difficulty maintained the cause for four

years, when Thoinas Welsh, Esq. of London, and .some oth-.

er Independents, exerted themselves^in their favour, and

engaged to look out for a suitable pastor for them. Mr*
Tiippen was the person to whom they applied; and in the

yeajc 1785, he arrived at Bath, when the congregation ra-

pid
firs

y increased. From about twenty-five persons, who at
attended him, the number rose in a few years, to seven

or|eight
hundred. The place in which they worshipped be-

ing too small for the congregation, a new one, called Argyle
Chspel, was begun in 1789; and opened October 4> 1790.*

his-heal'th.was then so much reduced, that he was neverBU
abl

the
Wi
since

r. Tuppen after a lingering illness, which he supported
witi great 'resignation and; patience, entered into his rest

to preach a single sermon there; he could only attend
ervices Of the day, which were performed by the Revi
iam Jay, who has been .the minis terloT the place^ ever

' '
"''

ou he 22d of February; 1791, aged forty-eight.
11
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think, we have not had orfe dry meeting. The work in

Wales is much upon the advance'^ ana" likely to Increase

I, daily. Had my dear Mr. Henry been there, to, have
^ seen the simplicity of so many dear souls, I am per-

suaded he would have said, sit anima mea cvm methodit-

iis?*/* After an excursion in July and August, oa his

return to London, he was visited by two German min-

isters, who had been preaching among the Jews; and

were instrumental to the conversion of many of ,them.|
In the month fOf September, he went into North-

amptonshire and .Yorkshire ;
and preached at Oundle,

Afcbeford, Leeds, and Haworth, where the' pious Mr.

-Grimshawjt that indefatigable servant of Christ, was

* Letter 1262.'- f Letter 1275,
l

| The Rev. William Grimshaw, A. B. was born Septem-
ber 3, 1708, at Brindle in Lancashire; and was educated at

the schoms of Blackburn and Heskin, in that county. In
the eighteenth year of his age, he was admitted a member

' of Chrises College, in Cambridge; and here, as is but tooo

usually the case, bad example .deplorably prevailed to se-

duce him from that decent manner of life, and those serious

reflections, which had been inculcated upon him by_ his.pi-
ous parents; for at this time, having no real change wrought

, upon him, and consequently having no root in himself, the

'prevalent impiety of;, the college carried him away so far,

that, for the space of more than two years, he seemed utterly
to have lost all sense of religion and seriousness; nor was
there~ any revival of his former impressions, till on the day
he was ordained deacon, in. the year 1731. On this occa-

sion, he was much affected with a sense of the importance
of the ministerial office, which he was taking upon him, and
the diligence which ought to be used in the discharge of it.

Yet these convictions .were but slight, and soon carried a-

way, Wee the chaff, by the wind of temptation; though, for
a little time, they were promoted by an acquaintance with
some religious people at Rochdale, who used to. meet to-

gether once a week, for religious exercises. But, upon his

^removal thence, very soon.after, to^Todmorden, though not
far distant from Rochdale, instead of acting up to the good
motions he had feltvSn his soul, and which had been encour-i

aged by his pious acquaintance, he pursued a different
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minister: -in his church, they had above ONE THOUSAND
communicants, and aheve six THOUSAND hearers in tb

church-yard. At Leeds, the congregation consisted of
si

,

ab'ove TEN THOUSAND souls. Thither he was invited by'
'

ceiurse, and went no more among them. _He conformed to
th

!

4 vain and thoughtless-world; hefollowed all its stupid and
trifling diversions; and endeavoured "to satisfy his consci-
ence with "doing; his, ministerial duty," according to the
co nmonrphrase, on a Sunday, without attending any farther,
eitierkTthe improvement of his own mind by study, or to

the improvement of his people, as an effect of his own. He
was, in a word, what too many of the modern clerical pro-
fession are, an easy' companion for easy men, who give them-
selves no trouble about their own souls, or about God, or any
thing else but what Leviathan is represented to be doing in
the world, taking theirpastime therein. Give them the pleas-
urts of.the earth; if'not ofdirect sin too, for a season; and the

honour of Christ, and the salva
f

tionof sinners, are those subor-

diigate affairs, which may be taken care of, at'any time, or no

tine,by any man, or no man,just as they please. They compre1-

held no more of spiritual good, than the luxurious epicure,
who said,, "that he did not understand what great happinea^
there could be in heaven, where folks were to sit upon a

no-la-rge cloud to eternity, singing hallelujahs, and having
thing to eat or to drink." There are thousands who would
be ashamejl perhaps to letter the words, but who are living
in the spirit of the worldliness they imply, from day to day.
]V[ *. Grimshaw, to his compunction afterwards, was nunr- \

be red too long amongst this ungodly fraternity.. It was for

several years before he was enabled to emerge from the low/

debauchery of the times. However, it is said', lie refrained

as much as possible from gross swearing j unless in suitable

company, and when he got drunk, would take care to sleep
off before he came home. O what a scandal to religion
s sVearing, drinking, bunting, horse-racing, gambling,

and ungodly priests, and what a jest, or stumbling-block, to

it

ar

th world!
About the year 1734, and in the twenty-sixth of Mr.'

Giimshaw's life, God was pleased to bring upon him an ear-

nest concern for his own salvation, and consequently for
.

thit of his flock at Todmorden. This)immediately became
viiiible by his reformation. He quickly left all his diver-

si({>ns;
his hunting, card-playing, fishing, &c. And he now
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the Rev. Mr. Wesley's ministers, and also by the socie-

ties., And the Rev. Charles Wesley announced him
froth the pulpit ;

and by him he was introduced to the

pulpit in Newcastle, where he preached four times, and

began to catechise the young people., to preach up the ab-

solute necessity'of,a strict and devout life'i to visit his peo-

ple, not in order to drink and be merry with.theni as before,
bilt to exhort and press them- to seek the salvation of "their

soulsj and to enforce what he had delivered to them from

the,pulpit. ,
- -

TheJLord brought him to very strong and painful convic-

tions of his own guilt, helplessnes, and misery;; by discover-

ing to him what he did not suspect before, that his heart was
eceitful and desperately wicked; and what was more afflic-

ting still, that all his duties, labours, and goodness, .could

not procure for him pardon, or gain him a title to eternal
life. Very painful apprehensions therefore now seized his

wind, of what must become of him. But this was the work
-'-*L -"'1

upon his conscience, and the preparation of his

be gospel of peace. In this state of trouble he
for some time, not daring to acquaint any with

,.5^__- _3s he suffered, lest they should report that he was
either *mad or melancholy. But by these lasting and deep
convictions, being brought to a deep acquaintance with the

corruptions of his own heart, and the knowledge of its sin

by the law of God, enforced upon him by the Spirit of God,
and being therefore made willing to receive salvation free-

ly, and to consider himself as a brand plucked out of the btirn-

'Ing" the day of his consolation and knowledge of Christ, in-

finitely precious to his soul, graciously drew near. The bi-

ble began no\sr to appear quite a new book. He found the
rich import of those scriptures, which declare the sacrifice
and righteousness of Christ to be the whole atonement and
justification of a sinner

^before God; and which testify the
remission of sins to believers on his name, and sanctifica-
tion as the blessed effect of this believing in growing evi-
dence of that remission. "I was now," says be, "willing to
.renounce myself, with every degree of fancied merit and
ability, and to embrace Christ only for my all in all. O
what light and comfort did I now^enjoy in my own soul, and
what a taste of the^pjirdpning love of God!"
As he was when taught of God in ^is own experience, so

his preaching, in the yeair -1742, began to be clear.and profit-
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twice in the fields. (Letters 1278, 1279.)
'

The season

heicg too far advanced, he 'did not proceed to Scotland^,

but returned to London, having preached thirty times in

Yorkshire; in Chesire and Lancashire ten. He was
also at Sheffield and Nottingham, The congregations

abl

eel

All
or
of

Ga

He dwelt much in representing the nature and ex-
encies df Christian faith, and' salvation by Christ alone,

this time he was an entire stranger ,to serious persons,
o those faithful men who were the occasion, under God,
the revival of religion amongst us. He was also an en-

tirt stranger to their writings, except a single sermon upon
iii. 24, and a letter to the people of England, publish-

by the Rev. Mr. Seagrave, in which he was surprised, to

firici the' nature, life, spirituality, and power of truth arid

dolctrine, in a material point, to be the very same with what
he aow saw clearly in the word of God, and from which his

pe|acs had entirely :
flowed. Dr. Owen's book on justifica-

tion was also of great us& to him abeut this time. _ \~}

In the month of May, 1742, instructed in 'this manner^
Mr. Grimshaw came to the people- and church at Haworth
nes.r Bradford, in .Yorkshire, and very soon the good effects

ofMIS preaching became visible among a people ignorant
anc brutish, as the face of their country is wild and rugged.
Ms hy of kis careless flock were brought into deep concern
for the salvation of their souls, and were filled with peace
ah joy through believing. And as in ancient times, before

aching was debased by modern refinement, and alas! to

k a cold and languid exercise, that generally one can
rce observe a decent attention to the mihistcrin thepul-
hts people felt in .their hearts a deep conviction of sin;

the whole congregation have been; often seen in tears,
account of their numerous provocations against^God, and
er a sense of his goodness in yet sparing them, and wait-
to be gracious unto them. This lively, powerful man-
of representing the truths of God, could not fail of being
3h talked of, and bringing, out ofcuriosity, many hundreds

:Iaworth_church: and there-they received so much bene-

by what they heard, that when the novelty was long oyef,
church continued to be full of people, many of whom,
ne from far, and this for twenty years together: Indeed,:';

hirig bu't this will draw souls heartily together, or, ac-i

ding ^b Atho prophet's language, as doves to their windows.:'

re morality, "derived from mail's .ability, neither corncs" * '

11*
" '
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were mostly peaceable and attentive, only in one or two

places, he was rudely treated
;
but this he regarded not,

so that he might win souls to Chr.ist. (Letters' 1281;,

1286.) .;"?.,

came to London in November, aiid continued/till

warm from the heart,, nor goes warmly to it. With the

trash of human -attainments and human endeavours, all fal-

len, corrupt, feeble, and 'depraved, no soul living can be sat-

isfied!' When, men preach these, to use the words of Mil-

ton,

V - "The sheep look up, but are not fed."

It.was the pure truth of the gospel, which brought men to

reform from popery, and which only can produce true re-

formation at any time. It was this which hath drawn thou-

sands from the church to various dissenters, where it hath
been, preached by them; and it is the preaching* of this

alone, as we-have abundant proof, that can nil our churches
j vv -j.

again.
Mr. Grimshaw was now too happy himself in the knowl-

edge of Christ, to rest satisfied, without taking every meth-
od he thought likely, to spread the knowledge of his God
and Saviour. And as some indigent'people constantly make
their want of better clothes to appear in, an! excuse for

not coming to church in the day time, when their want
would be visible to the whole congregation; he contrived,
for their sakes, a lecture on Sunday evenings,' though he

preached twice in the former part of the day. In which
lecture, a chapter or a psalm, after the primitive custom*
of the Christian church, was expounded. God was pleased
to give great success, to these^attempts, which animated him
still more to spend and~be spent for Christ's cause: so that
the next .year he began, a method, which was continued by
him ever after, of preaching in each of the four hamlets un-
der his care, three times every month. By which means
the old and infirm, who could not attend the church, had

. the truth of God brought to their houses; ,and" many, who
were so profane as to, make the distance from the house of
God a reason for scarce ever coming to it, were allured to

Mhear, and at length received with joy the word of life.

'/By tffis time, the great attention- and labour witb^which
"'

fee instructed his own people, the circum'spectionxand holi-

ness of his conversation^ and the lasting benefit wHich very
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'February; during whictt period, be'sl^es labouring in hid

usual way, he occasionally assisted in West-street chapel,

poaching and administering the sacrament.

|

J February 8, 1750. From Gloucester he writes thus-:

"Though I left London in a very weak condition., and

ma ly from the neighbouring parishes had obtained, by at-

tending his ministry; all concurred<;to bring upon him many
earnest intreaties to come to the houses of others who li^ed
in; the neighbouring parishes, and to expound the wora 'of

Goa to souls as ignorant as they were themselves, before
the y had heard instruction from his lips. As the purest benevo-
len je Avas the only motive to this request, so all, who knew
Mr. Griinshaw, are assured, (and what others think^pr say
matters not,) that nothing but love to the souls of men, and
a dosire of proving-a blessing to them, engaged him to preach,
ask ccasion offered, in other parishes. So that whilst he was
one of the most diligent in overseeing, and providing abun-

dantly for all his own flock, he annually found opportunity of

instructing, near three hundred tfmes, large companies^ and,

sometimes- large congregations besides./ After he ;had

preached for the first time in any place, he commonly thank-
the person' into whose house or barn he was received,ed

anc added: "I hopeyou will give me leave to come again.
9

Mr. Grimshaw thus went on preaching fifteen, twenty , and;
oftjn thirty times'in the week, and that forfifteen years, or

upwards, besides visiting the sick, and other occasional du-
ties of his function. To one:of his friends in a neighbour-
ing parish, whose Vife had been sick, he thus apologized: "I
ana sorry .that I have not. been able to visit your wife; I have
not wanted inclination, but time; for I have had thirty

toljbreach this week." It is not easy to ascribe such unwear-
ied diligence, and all amongst the poor, oral least very ob-

sc;ure people, to any motive but the real one. He thought
'his tongue should never be still in guilty silence, whilst he
could speak to the honour of that God, who had done so
much for his souL And whilst he saw sinners perishing for. ;

lack of knowledge, and no one breaking to them the bre,ad~,

*fj ife, he was transported by love to pity them; and, not--
"""

withstanding the selfish reluctance he felt within, to give up
his name to still jgreater reproach, as well as his time aud'{,
str srigth to the work of the ministry. What a reflection-
she uldvthis: afford to that laziness of heart, to call it by no

'

to"""~ a name, which thinks the service of God, after nam-
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the weather was but bad, I ;eame here on Friday even-

inigj was strengthened to preach on Saturday, and like-

wise on Sunday evening, and twice the same day in the

country, at the New-house at Hampton."
-

And again, from Bristol, February 12. "Since I

ing it in prayers before him a "perfect freedom," to be a

hard burden; and whichfcdurts easy duty and large fees, on-

ly for an indulgence to the flesh, and to hold up a sort of

foolish 'and unmeaning respect in the world.

During all this intense and persevering application to

what was the whole delight of his heart, God was exceeding-
lyYavourable to him; for, through the space of sixteen years,

;; he was only once suspended from his labours by sickness, .

tlibupi he ventured in all weathers upon the bleak inoun-

tains, and used his body with less consideration, than a mer-
aiful man would use his beast. In this manner Mr. Grimshaw
employed all his talents even to his last illness; and his la-

bours we,re not in vain in the Lord. He saw an effectual

change take place in many of his flock; a deep sense of

eyil?and. good, and a striking restraint from the commission
of- sin, brought upqn> the parish in general. He saw the
name of Jesus exalted, and many souls happy in the knowl-

edge of him, and walking as becomes the gospel of Christ.

Mr. Grimshaw's behaviour throughout his last illness, was
all of a piece with the last twenty years of his life. From
the very first attack of his fever, he welcomed the approach
of death. His intimate experimental knowledge of Christ,
abolished all the reluctance -which nature usually feels to a
dissolution; and, triumphing in him, who is the resurrection
and ^the life, he fell asleep in Jesus, April 7, 1763, in the

fifty-fifth year of his age, and in the twenty-first of eminent
usefulness in the church of Christ. His body was interred
with what is more ennobling than all the pomp of solemn

dirges, or of a royal funerals for he was followed to the

grave by a great multitude, with the inost affectionate sighs,
and with many tears; and who cannot still hear his much
loved name without weeping for the guide of their souls, to

' whom each of them was dear as children to their father.

A funeral sermon was preached at St. Dunstan's in the

, ,^West,.London, on the 17th of April j 1763, ten days after his
'

decease, by the Rev. William Romaine, rector of St. Ann's

Blackfriars, from Phil. i. 2i. "For him to live >ras Christy
and to die was gain.'?

' -
.
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wro:e last, we have been favoured, both in Gloucester

city, and(i& the country, with very pleasant and delight-
ful! seasons. I have preached above twenty times

|t
in these eight or nine days; and though frequently

exposed to rain and hail, am much better than when X
left London." From Bristbl he went to Exeter and

Plymouth. On the way he met with the ^Rey. Mr.

Pearsal, an eminent dissenting minister at Taunton, and

Rev. Mr. Darracott,* at Wellington j
both of whom,

funeral sermon was also preached at Haworth church,

by 1;hat excellent and faithful minister of Christ, the Rev.
H.r enn.

a full account .of Mr. Gi-irnshaw, I. must rtfer my
readers to the "Sketch" drawn of it by Mr. Venn; w_hich'

"tions several particulars, which are too , extraordinary
too. valuable to b,e buried in silence.

Tke following anecdote was related in a sermon preached
irry Chapel, London, Sept. 29, 1793, by the Rev. Mr.
,
of New'port-Pagnell.

atS
Bui

Mr. Wbitefield was once preaching in Mr. Grim-
shaw's .church in Yorkshire, he took occasion-to say in his

discourse, that "He was willing to hope, in the judgment of

cha::ity, that most of his hearers were good people con-
versed people -and truly possessed of the grace of God."-r-

Upon which Mr. Grimshaw, who was present, rose up, and
witli.an elevated voice said, "No, no, sir, they are not half

ofithem converted by the grace of, God. Speak to them
faithfully." "So let me be faithful to you," said Mr. Bull,
''not mince the matter, and say peace, peace, where there is

no; peace."

The Rev. Risdon Darracdtt was the son of a dissenting
minister in the Isle of Purbeck, in Dorsetshire, where he

born February 1, 1717. He received academical edu-
cation at Northampton, under the care of the pious Dr.

Dpldrige, and began his ministerial course in 1738, at Pen-
zaiice, in Cornwall. Here he continued little more than

tvro years, being obliged, by the loss of large quantities .of

bipod from his stomach, to leave an affectionate people
TT-'

de
his

this alarming affliction he spent about.half a year among
friends in Devonshire, where his QW:

nVfather had lately
n a fervent and. useful preacher,, and where he died a-
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he mentions with great respect. He preached at Ply-
mouth twelve times in she days, and each time his hear-

ers increased, as did the zeal of his friends; while the

fury of his adversaries began to abate. : He proceeded
thence to the Land's End, preaching at a great many

. places by the way.
W^find him, by March 21, again at Exeter. "Invita-

tions," says he, "ar$ sent from several places. 1 want

more tongues, more bodies, more souls, for the Lord

bout the age of forty. Upon the death of the Rev. Mr.

Berry, an aged and excellent minister of Christ at Welling-
ton, in 1741, Mr. Darracott had an unanimous invitation to

succeed him. He found the congregation small, and the

number of communicants but twenty-eight; His ministra-

tibns drew a large concourse 'of hearers from the neigh-
bourhood, many of^whom had ne^er before made any pro-
fession of religion/ and were at first brought to Wellington
out of mere curiosity. His meeting-house was soon insuf-

ficient to contain the hearers, and was therefore enlarged:
but after that it was usual for many to be obliged to stand
without the doors. In proportion to the number of his stated

hearers, the Rev. Mr. Fawcett, who preached his funeral

sermon, says, ."He never knew any congregation which ap-

ptEiared to' have so many instances of abiding religious ina-

.pressions;" and he adds, "I have good reason to "believe,
that his.-ministry was owned to the effectual conversion of

many hundreds of souls." In consequence of this remarka-
jble success, he left behind him more than two hundred com-
municants. He fell asleep in Jesus, March 14, 1759, aged
prty-two. ; ; ;

r

T?he night before he died, he said, "O what a good God
Lave'4, in and through Jesus Christ! I would praise him,
but my lips cannot. Eternity will be too short to speak his

Upraises." The physician coming in, he said to him, "O
what a mercy is it to be interested in the atoning blood of
Jesus? . I come to she Lord as a vile sinner, trusting in the
merits and precious blood of my dear Redeemer. O grace!
]graee! free grace!" His last words were, "I am going
from weeping friends to congratulating angels, and rejbic-
-ing saints in glory! He is coming! O speed thy chariot
wheels! Why are they so long in .coining] I Ibng^to be
gone."
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Jesijsff Had I ten thousand, he should have them
all.'

April, he was in London, and at Portsmouth; and

ay, went to Ashby. He had a delightful interview
the Rev. Dr. Doddridge, Rev. James Hervey, &c.
at

Ashbyj;
where it might have been least expected,

e was a riot made before lady Huntingdon's house,

ng the preaching there: and in the evetung, some

peo ?le returning home, very narrowly escaped being
muidered. The justice, upon information, ordered the

offenders to be brought before him. "So that I hope,"
sayji Mr. Whitefield, "if will be overruled for great

goo j; and that the gospel, for the futur^, will have free

course."

they

seni

diss

chu

and

"the:

Leaving Ashby, he preached at Radcliff church, Not-

tingham, and Sutton, with great success. "At Notting-
ham," says he, "several came to me, inquiring, What

should do to be saved? I preached there fbur4i(nes.
_ _. r i i rt i . _ _ i *

:

':"- M-jV!
1-^"!':

1

One evening, lord S-- and several gentlemen
:,
and behaved with great decency. Many thousands

attended. -Yesterday morning I breakfasted with three

enting ministers, and Mr, P-s, who told me that

P- desired he would press me to preacffjat the

rch. Yesterday in,the afternoon I preached at Suttdn',

this morning at Mansfield." He then/went to Ro-
ham and Sheffield; and at the end of May was at*

Ceeds. He says, "methinks I am now,got into another

fclimate, where there are many of God's people." He
next went to Manchester, and so on to Edinburg, where
he arrived July 16, having preached near ONE HUNDRED
times since he left London; and it is supposed to above
ON|E HUNDRED THOUSAND souls. ?"It is amazing," he

writes, "to see how people are prepared in places where;
T never was before. What shall I render to the

At Edinburgh' and Glasgow, in which places he spent,
the month of July, 1750, he was, as usual, received with;

th most, unfeigned tenderness and joy, preaching to

gnsat multitudes of serious and attentive people, which,
i
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made him exert, himself beyond his bodily sfr|fl|gth.

"By preaching always twice," he says, "once thrice^ and

oncie four times in a day, I am quite weakened, but 1 hope
to recruit again. I am burning with a fever, and have a
violent cold

;
but Christ's presence makes me smile at

,pain; and the fire of his love burns up al^fyers what-
soever."eif

..$gp$jj&.
; :

.

He lefflpiingburgh, April 3, and was soon much reco-

vered by riding. At Berwick, one of the ministers sent

him an offer of his pulpit, which many others round the
town were also ^willing to do.

- When returned to London, he preached often at West-
street chapel. Mr. Hervey, at his request, came to town,

N

and lodged in his house-^in whose company he enjoyed
much pleasure.

"
.

fa In the month of October, he again ranged about, as he

;^jjr,essed it, "to see vvho would believe the gospel re~

^^tt^ipeaching
at Plymouth, Chatham, Gloucester, Bir-

mingnam, Evesham, Wetlnesbury^ and Nottingham. And
vvas inpre than ordinary successful at Chatham and Can-

' '

?;-
"

.' -'

passed the winter with incessant labour,
success. He was a fortnight confined in

a iever and inflammation of the lungs; but
able to preach again.

^iljatter^end of Jan^ary, 175 1, he rode post to

Asjpy^t^h*
i

alaVmed at the news of lady Huntingdon's
pa-iagerous illness, ^and the afflictions with which her

family was visited at that time. On the 29th he^writes
thus : :''Blessed be God, lady Huntingdon is somewhat
better. Entreat all our friends to pray for her. Her
sister-in-law, lady Frances Hastings, lies dead in the

Kouse. She was a retired Christian, lived silently, and
died suddenly, without a groan. May my exit be like

hers. Almost all the family have been sick in their

turns."

M^arch f, he went again into Gloucestershire, and- to

Bristol, preaching in his way to Plymouth. ^ . -

April 1 1, at Exeter, he wrote thus to Mr He^tvey :
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I trust, is to be done this spring to many
This western circuit, I believe, has been blessed

already.
I have preached about forty times since I left

Lone on, and have been enabled several times to ride

miles a^day. I find this sensibly refreshes me.
"
Iforty

wish you couWsay eb too. At Plymouth, we^had sweet
seas nsj and on Tuesday last, I tiaet with a young cler-

,ft who rwas awakened by my preaching seven years

ago. He has been at Cambridge, and was ordained by
the bishop of Exeter. He is followed much, and Isup-
pose,

hope
Fir

near
made
time.

will soon be reproached for his Master's sake.

fOu find strength to proceed in your book."

m Exeter he^ourneyed ihrough Vfales, and rode
five hundred miles, prea^nt&g twice a-day; and then

his visit to Ireland, which he had intended for som

CHAPTER XIV.

his first visit to Ireland, to his optmrfg^ tfie^new ti^S
"*-. b.efnacle at London, in the year 1753.t' * -

?
E|fta ^passage of five days, ij&jarj-ived at Bub-

t,
1751. There he was received gladly, and

&jjjjjfe
house ofTMr.'L , preaching also every

in^riiiil&g a-njl evening. "Surely,"-slays he, "here ate
.-.,']

inanjr

Snts;,

lurry

corivierted sbuts; among them are two or thrfee stu-

and several soldiers. At first the greatness and
of the place surprised me; but thanks be to the
" " *

<j>f -thjB ;iharvest, here as well as elsewhere, the fields
v
*| unto haVyeft. Congregations are large,

eternity." ^Letters 1391, 1392.)

I'Athlone, \Tune 10. For this week

Teaching twice almost every day ii
,

"

- -V. ^ w v
.

" *
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country towns. I found through the many offences that

have lately been given, matters .were brought to a low

$bb. But the cry now 'is, 'methodism -is revived

again.'
"*

V"$!t Limerick and Cork he preached to great multi-
'

tudes, undisturbed, although the methodists had met
with violent persecution there. .- ,

At Bandon and Kinsale, the like blessings attended

him; and at Cork, the numbers of affectionate hearers,

greatly increased. Being detained at "Belfast, by the

Urgent importunity of the people, he preached in manyavtowns and villages, and so great was the prospect of

success, that he wished he had visitfd the north of Ire1-

*. land sooner. But *he hastened to Scotland, intending
ito return before winter to fiis beloved charge in Ameri-

. .* 1 A\ . **

-? 1751, he therefore went from Belfast to Ir-

vvnV, where the magistrates requested him to preach;
and^from thence to Glasgow.

July 12, he writes thus: "Though^I preached near

eighty times in Jreland^and God was pleased to bless
^ :

*'w,prd, yet Scotland seemsxto be a new world to me.

se%,the people bring so many bibles, turn to every
assag^'wh.en'.r am expounding, and hanging, as it were,

plomin^to hear every word^ is very encouraging,* I

je^an^uncommon freedom here; and talking with tne

winter,
as^well as

; w^th the summer saints, feeds and de-

lights my ifiarti|fS|He was mulcf^eased at|his time.to

hear, that*Mr,^^inwiddie, brotjher-iri-law tbiihe rftev.
11 &!T&B'*'f/* n -i i -v -

"'
. ^iSir.'- .'

Mr. MaccmlocK, of CJambuslang, feras appointe'n[;;gpvernot.
of Virginia. Thf^bad been a

remarkab^.wakenu)g
in that province fii^sfeveral years, ^particular in ;Han-
over county, and parts adjacent. Being unsupported by

*In the M.S. hejsays, ook a jourey f

fqrdwest to IrelaiJo^Lwbere
1

a yet greater wo
gunj and carried on to a high degree, amidst

position; nitmbers converted, not only
Jesus Christ, at Athloae, Dublin,
rious other places," .

. ^^.
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established clergy, and having put themselves under
the care of the synod of New York, the methodists were

greatly
N

ojsc<iureged by men in power. However, Prov-
idence interposed in their behalf, for the Rev. Samuel
I}avies, afterwards president of the^ college at Njew
Jersey, was 1incensed, and placed over a congregation;
after which the cause of religion increased, a^nd one;

congregation, in a short time, was increased to seven.
"

igljj
Thus had these good people the pleasing prospect of

enjoying ejq^al privileges with protestant dissenters at

h0me. August 6, he set out from, Edinburgh for London,
iti order to embark for America. He had thrown up
niuch blood in Edinburgh; but travelling recovered fiini.

He was much refreshed with hearing, of the happy ef-
'

fects of his labours at Kendal, the year before. Having
;en an affectionate farewell of his friends at home, he
sail in the Antelope, captain Maclellan, bound for

iorgia, with Germans, taking several children with

(a

'se

G
hijtn.

so

October 27, he arrived at Savannah, and had the con-

ation to find the orphan house in a flourishing state,

^Thanks be to God,
1 '

says he, "all is well atTBethesda,

most excellent tract of land is granted to me, very
iar the house, which in a few years, I hope will make *

sufficient provision for it." . u,

November, 1751, to the beginning of April 1752, he

iyas,partly at Bethesda, and partly in South Carolina, al->;

Way s 'alert in the path of duty, j'l intended,^ says he,

fyyy God's assistance, now to
begjii|;

for as yet, alas! I

$ xve Idpne nothing. O that I may^be in (Earnest
j i^s a

iw year; God quicken my tardy pVce, and hel. to

]>|much wprk in a little time! ;this is my
on.

Ifaying suflered from the climate formerly ,
he did not

jjtg spend the summer in America. But again emv

^n^April for Londpn. He arrived in a very season-

^, as it was theJntention of government to put
on the same.footing with the others,

jj pe(j jt would goon become a flourish-
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ing province. This revived his spirits much. He now
thought thalt Providence was appearing for Georgia and

itethesda; and determined, therefore, to dispose of his

plantation, and to carry all hi* strength/ to the orphan-
bouse.

'

..' ...'"
'-- \ ;

'

/_/

'

.; .

..:>.-..

'In June he planned a new excursion. "Next week,'*

says he, "God willing, I shall go to Portsmouth, and

.through Bath to Wales, and may be, to Scotland and Ire-

land." And we find his letters about this time, dated at

Portsmouth, Bristol, Cardiff, and Haverfprdwest. In re-

turning to. Bristol, he met an association, at which were

present, about nine clergyman, and nearly forty lay

-preachers; who, he says, "I trust all are born of God,
and desirous to promote his glory, and his people's good.
AH was harmony and love."

August 17. His letter of this date, from London, t

JUis friend Dr. T- , the celebrated electrical philoso-

pher, deserves a particular notice here. "I find you
grow more and more famous in the learned world. As

you have made a pretty considerable progress in the

ysteries^of electricityj I would now humbly recom-
mend toly^ur diligent and unprejudiced pursuit and stu-

iy, the m'yStery of the new-birth. It is a most important',

interesting study ;
and when mastered, will richly answer

ind repay YOU for all your pains. One at whose bar we
are shortlylro appear, hath solemnly declared, that with-
out it, we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. You will

excuse this freedom. I must have Aliquid Christi m all

my letters." ^ J

Erpm London he^xt proceeded to Edinburgh, where
feeWcrfved in the beginning of (September, 1752. He
preached twice, in his way; at Lutterworth^tbe paris||
of the famous John Wickliffe, and at Leicester and at
each place, much good wasIclpne. At Newcastle he was
entreated to stay, and preached four times to very large
congregations. ^
At Edinburgh; and Glasgow, he laboured as usuaU

From the latter he writes: "At Edinburgh, greatrmulti-
tudes, among whom were abundance of the beler sort, .

' '>H*%
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{tended twice a-day. Many young ministers and stu-

dents haye given close attendance, and I hear of

al

ti

a

persons that have been brought under deep convic-
ns. I intended to send you a copy of two letters from

highland schoolmaster, who is honoured of God to do

mucKfgoad among the poor highland children. I have
biave news from Leicester and Newcastle, and have

'ong invitations to Yorkshire and Lancashire. What a'.%t

pi

al

w
sometimes, whether I have been in heaven or on earth.

ty it is that the year goes round so son."
On his return to London, he preached at Berwick, and
the principal towns. November 1, from Sheffield he
ites: "Since IJeft Newcastle, Ijjjhave scarce known

A: Leeds, Birstall, Haworth, Halifax, &c. thousands and
thousand have flocked twice or thrice a-day to hear the

word of life. I am come now from Bolton, Manchester,

Stockport, and Chinly. Yesterday 1 preached in a church.

Four ordained ministers, friends to the work of God, hav6
been with me. The word has run so swiftly at Leeds,
that friends are come to fetch me back; anchl'am now

going to Rotherham, Wakefield, Leeds, York, and Ep-
worth. God favours us with weather;' and I would fain

make hay whilst the sun shines. O that I had as many
tongues, as their are hairs upon my head! the ever-lov-

ing, ever-lovely Jesus should have them all. Fain would
I iie preaching."
November 10, he arrived at the tabernacle, in Lon-

don. December 15, he says, "my hands are full of

ivork; and I trust I can say, the Lord causes his work to

posper in my unworthy hands. More blessed seasons

never enjoyed. Our sacramental occasions have
en exceeding awful and refreshing.
He now thought qf erecting a new tabernacle, a ca-

pacious building, eighty feet square; which was finished

tljie
summer following. ;

Mr. Hervey and he, about this time, were employed

iijj revising each other's works. Of Mr. Hervey, he,

siys "for me to play the critic on them, would be like

, folding up a candle to the sun. However, 1 will jus.t
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mark a few places, as you desire. I foretel their fate
;

j. nothing but your scenery can screen you. Self will

rever bear to djef though slain in so genteel a manner,
without shewing same resentment against its artful mur-
derer." .

.
, Again,. "J thank you a thousand times for theptfoubler

you have been at revising my poor comp6sitions,"which
I am afraid you have not treated with a becoming seve-

rity. How many pardons shall I ask for mangling, and

I; fear murdering your THEORON, and ASPASIO. If "you
think.my two sermons will do for the public, pray re-

turn them immediately. I have nothjng to comfort me
but this, that the Lord chooses the welik things of this

world to confound the strong, and things that are not, to

bring to nought things 'thaHfre. I write for the poor
you for the polite and noble. God will assuredly own
and bless what you vv^rite."

1 About this time he was very much afflicted, on account
of the death of the Rev. Mr. Steward, a valuable min-

ister, whOpbegan to be popular in the church, but soon

called to his everlasting rest. "When I met the work-
men to contract about the building, I could scarce bear
to think of building a tabernacle. Strange! that so ma-

ny should be so soon discharged, and we continued. Mr.
Steward spoke for his Lord, as long as he could speak

. at all. He had no clouds, nor darkness. I was with
him till a few minutes before he slept in Jesus."

March 1, 1758, he laid the foundation of the new tab-

ernacle, and preached from Exodus xx. 24. While the

building was erecting, he preacHed abroad, in Moor-
jfields, Spitalfields, &c. and made excursions to Chat-

ham, Sheerness, and Baintree. '-." .,

In April, he went, for,a few days, to Norwich,* preach-

*'A young man of the city of Norwich, of about eighteen
years of age, was walking one morning, with a party of oth-
er young men, who had all agreed for that day to make a
holiday. The first object thalxattracted their attention was
an old woman, who pretended to tell fortunes. They im-

mediately employed her to tell theirs, and that they might
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infltwice a-day ; the people flocked With the greatest
earnestness, to hear. In the evening some^riotuous pe^S
sons endeavored to disturb him, but in vain. It was^
about this tirne that he published his expostulatery let-''

fully qujalify her for their undertaking, first made her thor

roughly intoxicated with spirituous liquor. The ydusg man
of rwhom mention was first made, was informed among oth-f

ef things, that he'would live to a very old age, and see his

children, grand-children, and great grand-children growing
lip uro'und him. Though he had assisted in qualifying the
old woman for the fraud by intoxicating her, 'yet he 'had

cre( mity enough to be struck with those parts of her pre-
dictions which related to himself. "And so," quoth he,
when alone, "I am to see children, grand-children, and

gresit grand-children! At that age I must be a burthen to

the young people* What shall I dpj? There is no way for

ah 'eld man to render himself more agreeable to youth, than

by sitting and telling them pleasant and profitable stories.;

I will then, thought he, during my youth, endeavour to stored
1

Og
the

mar

my nind with all kinds of knowledge. I will see, and
and note down every thing that is rare and wonderful, that
I m ly sit, when incapable of other employment, and enter-
tain my descendants. Thus shall my company be rendered

pleasant, and I shall be respected, rather than neglected, in
old age. Let me see what I can acquire first? O! here is

the famous methoQist preacher, Whiteffeld; he is to preach,
-the) say, to-night. I will go and hear him."

, From these strange motives, the young man declared he
Wer t to hear.Mr. Whitefield.. He preached that evening
from Matthew iii. 7. "But when he saw many of the pha,-

5

risees and sadduces come to his baptism, he said unto them,
eneration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee frpin
wrath to come 1

!" "Mr. Whitefield," said the young
',
"described the sadducean character; this did not

touch me. I thought myself as good a Christian as any man
in England. From this he went to that of the pharisees.-^
He described their exterior decency, but observed that the
>ois oja

,

of the viper rankled in their hearts. This rather
Sook me. At length, in the course of his sermon, Hteabr

ruply broke off; paused for a few moments;: then burst into
a fldoa of tears; lifted up his hands and eyes, and exclaim-

ed!, "O tny hearers! The wrath's to come! the wrath's to

come!" These words sunk into my heart, like lead" in the



140
* MEMOIRS OF THE

terth count Zinzeqdorfi; the bishop of the Moravians,
in .London.^ ^ -

In May, he took another circuit westwapl,
and every

where a gracious melting season appearefpto be among ,

the people. In about a fortnight, he rode. THREE HUN-

DRED AND FIFTY miles, and preached above >*WENTY

times.

His new tabernacle was opened on Sunday, June 10,

1753, with a sermon in the morning, from the 1st of

Kings yi ii. 11, and another in the evening, from the 1st of

Chronicles xxix. 9.

;v CHAPTER XV.

From his opening the new tabernacle in Moorfields, to his

preaching at the chapel in Tottenham-court road, 1756.

Mr, WHITEFIELD having preached at his taber-

nacle a few days with his accustomed earnestness and

success, to crowded auditories, in the end of June, set out

for Scotland.

In his progress, he enjoyed very pleasant opportunities

atOulney. He preached likewise at Leicester, Notting-
ham, and Sheffield. Multitudes every where flocking like

doves to their windows, to receive the word of eternal

life, ',...-'
waters. I wept, and when the sermon was ended, retired

alone. For' days and weeks I could think of, little else..

Those awful words would follow me, wherever I went, The
wrath's to come! the wrath's to come! The issue was, that
the young man, soon after, made a public profession ,of .re,*

ligion, and in a little -time became a considerable preac'Kfe'0
He himself related the foregoing circumstance a fewjyears
since, to the Rev. Andrew Fuller, of Kettering. '-T

* See Vol. IV. of his Works.
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hie way to Leeds, he preached at ^pjtherham* and
.. efield; at the .former place, he had met with suchr

disti rb.ance from the mob, that be almost resolved to

ch thertepib more. But he was now convinced ofprea

* lUctherham, and its environs, had,,for a considerable

Jime, been ranked by^ serious people, among those parts of

Yorkshire, which wvere least inclined , to'jfavour the'spread
of evangelical religion; and.jyhVen Mr. Whitefield attempted
to disseminate divine k^wifed^e in that neighbourhood, his

person and message Mp^'^trealfed with contempt. The
propagation of malicious falsehoods was encouraged,4%ith a

design to counteract the good .effects of his ministry^ "jMr.

Thorpe, ajterwards pastor ofcthe Independent churct at

MasporoughV near Rotherham<, ranged under the standard
of his most;virulent opposers: &^^ not content with pprson-
al irisult, added private ridicule to public interr-uptioh.
Eubl ic houses became theatres, where the fate of religious

opinions was to be determined!? ^ ft
f|^:

It was atone of these convivial resorts, that Mr. Thorpe
and;i:hree ,of hisiassoci|tes, to enliven 'the company, .under-

took to mimic the preacher. The proposition was highly

gratifying to all parties present, and a wager agreed upon,
to inupire each individual with a desire of excellmg in this

impious attempt. Thatftheir jovial auditors migill|djudge
the prize to the most adroit performer, it was Concluded
that each should open the bibljf^ and hold forth,from the>

first text that should present itself to Kis.eye. Accordingly
thret in their turn mounted the table, and entertained their

;*\vicked companions at the expense of every thing sacredS*

jWheVthey had exhausted their
:
little stock of buffoonery, it

devoivea on^Mr. Thorpe to clt)|e this very irreverent scene.^
JVtucJi^elevated, and confident of success, he exclaimed

ast|
he ascended the table, "I shall beat you all!" But O! 4$l|
stupendous depths of divine mercy! who would have coni^

that a gracious ^Providence should have presided-
ch an asse'rnbly, and that this should be the time of

jnly love to^one of the most outrageous mockers!
'

-.;' Thorpe, when the bible was handed to him, had not

^tightest pre-conception what part of ther
scripture he

T d^make the subject of liis banttflr. However, by the

'ffigp',of.
an uneiring Providence, it openied at that re-

jble passage,^ Luke^xiii. 3, "Except yjjjjjjknt ye
shall*

ywise perish," ,No sooner had he uttered the words.allli

".

'$'
.9,>>r._
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^tKe rashness'^such^sjep; for some who had been bit-
"

teltpersecutorSj now gladly received him within
'

their

doors; acknowledging that God had made him instru-

mental in their conversion^

than
The s

mind \Ka8 affected
in^

a
very=|gxtra6rdinary

manner.
est5 pajigs^of

*

conviction nowseized hinvand con-

enoumSBd^trerneiraou^*eiig^nce upon his soul. In

, a moment he'w^s^avgured'W^^^lear view of his subject,
and divided his discourse n̂ ^^^^&a divine who had been

med to speak on-por&ons^Plpcripturej than like one
so much as thought on religious topics, except
rpose: of ridiculel. He found no deficiency of

inalfter, no want of utteraneW; and he has
frequ||ftly.

declar-

ed, "Ifever I preachedin nwlife by the assistance Opthe Spirit
of Gqd, it was at that time." The impression that the sub-

ject mlade upon his mind, had such an effect upon hiifeman-

^nerjthat the most ign;prant|5and profane could not but nifer-

5beive that ;

i^hat he;hadspolM^ was with the gre.atestsincerify.
The. unexpeqtedls^iemnity and pertinency of his address,

instead of entertaining the comgany| first spread a visible

depression, and aftewards a sullen 'gloom, iipon every conn-
tenance. This sudden change in the complexion of his as-

sociatej^id not a little conduce to|increase the convictions
'of his own bosom.-;- Wo^mdividilaijkppeared disposed to in-

terrupt him ; but, on the^f^pt|'^y^^their attention was deep-

ly engaged with
thevvpoi4t^|lness

of his remarks; yea, many
of;liis sentences, as Ke has b'ften related,-made, to his'appre' ^

ension> his own hair stand erect!
-'""

-^-/
'

.'^;;^M|
he left the tanle,,not a syllable

'

wager; but aaprofouad silence pei
1

^
Mr. Thorpe imrn<|diately withdrewpwitnont^ak-
"i; notice

j;
x)f any person present; 'and 'Returned:

:ery painful reflections; and ib*the 'deepest dis-

able. Happily-'fo.;-hinji,..this.^^b'is'lasi-'!^tcha-

T companions was entirely ?diss||^a
l

^Then,'Dj^|s'ov-'
almost unexamji^^ ac|*;pf divine -

-grace^in a

is.sincerejs?

captive Iost-an4||(||yen
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At Le'eds, he had great succe^-If' York 'fie

disturbed, and twice he preached iii^peacej-afid wilti-much

power. At Newcastle and SunJerland/gfreat multitude^'
were deeply impressed. At five in the ^in^rjaingj^the

great room was filled, and on theJLordVday!tne congre-

gation without was immense. In short; sp^promising
was the appearance^thaffie was inclined to wish, he had
not engaged to go fo' Scotland, and resolved to

t return as

soop as possible.
%

&*\i,i t* > ^ .^-?

Having spent a few^d^ys at Edinhurg and Glasgow,/
in his accustomed maStier^with-much acceptance, he re-

turned to England, August 7.* He found his continual

The petiple whom he had
before

so frequently reviled^ be-
caine now the object of his|jlelighi:. He sought their*X5om-

paryx with avidity; and, soon after, was joined to the metliK .

odi it society. His habitual se,r^usness, and uniform morall

lity soon endeared him to his^fe^idpnnexions, and^the spe-
i)iniens he gave of his talentiflin^^Kjccasional exercises in

private, flattered theii' hopes', that "^s^ivould soon be called
forth to ^public notipje.; In these -expectations they were
no'; disappointed; for*he was quickly sent out by Mr. Wes-
ley to "preach the faith which he once laboured to destroy."
Libout two years after he was stationed fora season at,

Rqtherham. Here his^ideas became more enlarged insthe
doctrines of grace; wmph procured his dismission from the-

'

society. He was choien pas|prj of the church 'at Masbo-

rpigh, where he exerCiised tlie"ministerial function thirteen

;yVars. OnkNovember 8, 1776, about the forty-sixth year of

hi^age, heigently resigned his vbreath without a struggle;
ai id |dbubuess Went triumphantly to the perfect, worship
a$d happiness of heaven. "JjS.ee Memoirs of the Rev. John

* th^Evitng:elicdl Magazine,for February, 1794*

I

4 After he had been in Glasgow; the following par

^bpeared i^h^erNewcastie Journal, August It, 1753. "Uy
^ter frpnrlEdinbu'rgh, we are informed, that .on the 2d
fttvii*- Tifci&il^ij the itinerant, being at Glasgow, and

reaching/ to a "numerous audience, near the play-house,,

*tely built, he inflamed the mob' so much against it,- that

ey ran directly^from befo*re him jvand pulled it down to the
bund. Several of the rioters are since taken up, and

^committed to gaoL" x
-K 1

-

"

.:.:';>: ',-':''-:-' ** '

-- t
'

f A.^
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efcertiptis exceeded his strength. Yet he went i

preaching twice, or thrice a-day, and once five times,
often wishing to be with his divine Master in glory. ,

On hi^^^^^lto England, he went from Newcastle to

"lerly, York, and Leeds. He had arvecy
while assisting to administer the sacra-

ment at Haworth, to a great numbed,of communicants
;

j; It woulft not have been worth-while to transcribe this,

were it not another specimen of 4h1e unaccountable liberties

..taken by some of the opppsera^o1|:!M
;

r|jWv'hitefield,in telling
ifieir stories concerning him. The fact was this. Mr*
Whitefield being informed that the players had lately come
to GbiSgow, and bad met with some encouragement, took
occasion in his sermon to preach against play-houses, and to

^represent their pernicious influence on religion and morali-

CtyJ",especially
in a populous.i^commercial city, and the seat

i an university. But thjjref^was no riot* It was the pro-, M

prietor of the play-bouse^^t |||at
time a slight temporary

booth, supported by thjefold;

walls of the bishop's castle, who
ordered his workmeuffpptake it down.

lidr. Whitefield, in a letter to the countess of Hunting-
don, dated August 13, 1763, Says, "At Glasgow, the man
whojowned the play-bouse was made so uneasy by the word

preached that he took dowii the
rogfi|himself.

For this Sa-

tan owes rife a grudge, and |herefqept is put in_the paper*
that a mob was raised. But there was not the least ap-
jpearance" of 'any such thing, vpu*

1

weapons are not carnal j

.
but mighty through God to the pulling dowffof Satan's strong
holds."

V!

In another letter^ated'Atigtist 23, 1753, toithefight hon-
ourable ladyrPrances Shirley4be

:

says, "I have' been' of late

generally enabled to preach thrice' a-day, and in all appear-
^j^the word^never was^ attended with more'lraccess. Sa-

and vbelies mev%bout the taking down the Glas-

_pw'play-houses; but I hope my letter, lately published in the
Newcastle Journal, will set all thitigs .jrigh^^lThanksib^
to God, without the assistance of mobs and^Tiots^whichtmy
soul abhors, the Christian's weapons, through Divine assist-

ance, are mighty to the pulling down of Satan's strong
holds. Blessed be his holy name' for any begun conquests
there: surely his name is Wonderful that hath done itj"

'
-

Letters 989, 999.
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and; T,pde as far as Boston, Manchester, and Stockport.

eagerness of the people was wonderful: he preached
in every town through :

which he passed, and came to

Loot Ion the latter end of September, having travelled

about TWELVE HUNDRED miles, and preached, ONE HUN-

DRED and EiGHJrY times.

His stay in London was but short, for in the month of

October he made ajourney to Staffordshire. A scene of
extensive usefulness seemed to open to him during

stay
he p

at Oulney ;
at which place, and many adjacent partsy

cached in one week. Also at Birmingham, and all

arouid, the multitudes of hearers were very numerous
and attentive. At a place not far from, Dadley, called

Guarnall, he was told of a whole company that were;
awakened by reading his sermons. He had the pleasure

eeting with others who had been awakened years
and heard of a notorious persecutor and drunkard,
had been powerfully convinced. It was, as he ex-

es it, his delight to break up new ground: and

of a

ago;
who
pres
sometimes found, to his .comfort, that his wayWas pre-

parei by the divine '^blessing on his writings, particularly
at Alpenham, in Chesire, and at Liverpool; .where a

person who had received benefit by reading his ; sermons,
met him at landing, and took him to his house. : Here--
all was quiet, as well as at Chester, where he preached

times, having several of the established clergy in

congregations. But at Wrexham and Natwich,
e a meeting-house ha4 lately been pulled down, he
assaulted by the mob, and compelled to remove
his congregation to a place a little out of

four

his

whe
was
with

town.

Tiius he continued travelling about, now and then re-

turning to spend a few days in London. November 16,
he thus writes from Gloucester: "After Lord's-day, I

am bound from Bristol and Plymouth, and hope to get
into'toy winter-quarters, some time before Christmas,

should I be to travel for Jesus all the year round-
s more to me than my necessary food."

On Sunday, November 25, he opened the n$w tajbei?*

13
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nacle at Bristol, which, he says, "was very large, but not

half large jenough; for if the place could contain them,
near as many would attend as in London." He also

preached twice in his brother's great house, to the qual-

ity. f
'

,
;

"

/
Though it was now so late in the year, he went to So-

mersetshire, and preached several times, in the open air.

fin the evening, "my hands and body," says he, "were

llpierced
w^h cold; but what are outward things, when,

"'the soul is warmed by the love of God ! The stars shone

exceeding bright; and, by an eye of faith, I saw him ivho

calleth them all by their names. My soul was filled with

holy ambitition, and I longed to be one of those, who
^shall shine as the stars for. ever and ewtr.

n

The Rev. J. Wesley, his intimate friend, had at thia

time, by his diligence and zeal, brought his life into

great danger; of which Mr. Whitefield thus writes

Bristol, December 3, 1753: "I am now hastening to Lon-

don, to pay my last respects to my dying friend. The
physician thinks his disease -is a galloping consump-
tion. I pity the church 1 pity myself but not him.

Poor Mr. Charles will now have double work: but we can

do all things through Christ strengthening us" 'His let-

ters to both the brothers on this occasion, are very af-

fectionate and sympathizing. In his letter to the Rev.

Charles Wesley, December 3, 1753, he says, "I cannot

help sending after you a few sympathizing lines. The
Lord help and support you 1 May a double spirit of the

ascending Elijah, descend and rest on the surviving Eli-

sha! Now'is the time to prove the strength of Jesus

yours. A wife, a friend, and brother, ill together. Well!

this is our comfort, all things shall work together for good
to those that love God. Glad should I be to reach heav-

en first: but faith and patience hold out a little longer.

Yet,a littfe while, and we shall be all together with our

common Lord. I commend you to his everlasting love,

and am, my dear friend, with much sympathy, yours,
&c." To the Rev, John Wesley he writes thus: "If

seeing you so weak when leaving London, distressed me,
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news and prospect of your approaching dissolution

quite weighed me down. I pity myself, and the

chijrch,
but not you. A radiant throne awaits you, and

ere long you will enter into your Master's joy; Yonder
he stands with a massy crown, ready to put it on your
herd amidst an admiring throng of saints and angel*?.
Bu; 1, poor I, that have been waiting for my dissolution

these nineteen years, must be left behind to grovel here
below. Well, this is my comfort, it cannot be long ere the

chariots will be sent even for worthless me. If prayers
can detain them, even you, reverend and very dear -sir,

shall not leave us yet: but if the decree is gone forthf
that you must now fall asleep in Jesus, may he kiss

yo ar soul away, and give you to die in the embraces of

triumphant love. If in the land of the living, I hope to

pay my last respects to you next week. If not, reve-

rend and dear sir, farewell. My heart is too big, tears

trickle down too fast, and I fear you are too weak for

me to enlarge. May underneath you be Christ's ever- .,

lasting arms! I commend you to his never-failing mer- -'

cy, and am, very dear sir, your most affectionate, sym-
pathizing, and afflicted younger brother in the gospel of

our common Lord." Shortly after this he went to Lpn-
and soon had the pleasure of seeing Mr> Wesley

;over.

i

?
f December 26, he received a visit from Messrs. Ten-
n<;nt and Davies, from America, who came to England
to raise contributions for the college of New Jersey.
And being commissioned to apply for a general collec-

tpn in Scotland, Mr. Whitefield gave them recommend-

ai;ory letters, and heartily endeavoured to further their

sign. He spent the winter of 1753 in London, long-
it g for a spring campaign, as he expressed it, that he

might begin to do something for his divine Master.

M,arch 7, 1754, having got about twenty poor children

uhde'ii'his care, he embarked for America, but put in at

Lisbon, where he stayed from the 20th of March to the
13th of April.

-
-,

From Lisbon, he writes: "This leaves me an old in-

re
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habitant of Lisbon. We have now been here almost a

week, and I suppose shall stay a fortnight longer. A
reputable merchant hath received me into his house,
and every, day,shbws me the ecclesiastical curiosities of
the country, O my dear friend, bless the LORD of all

lords for causing your lot to be cast into such a.fair ground
as England, and giving you such a goodly heritage. It

is impossible to be sufficiently thankful for civil and re-

ligious liberty, for simplicity of worship, and powerful

preaching of the word of God. O for simplicity of man-

:siuers, and a correspondent behaviour! The air agrees
"with my poor constitution extremely well. Through divine,

assistance, I hope what I see will also much improve my
better part, and help to qualify me better for preaching
the everlasting gospel." Again. "Never did civil and re-

ligious liberty appear to me in so amiable a light as now.
What a spirit must Martin Luther, and the. first reform-

ers, be endued with, that dared to appear as they did

. for God ! Lord hasten that blessed time, when others,
excited by- the same spirit, shall perform like wonders.
O happy England ! O happy methodists, who are me-
ihodists indeed! And all I account such, who being
dead to sects and parties, aim at nothing else but a holy

living to^and dying in the blessed Jesus." Again. "This
leaves me pretty well satisfied, not to say serfeited, with
the ecclesiastical curiorities of Lisbon. This day fort-

s' night we arrived; and the country being in want of

rain, and it being Lent season, we have been favoured
with frequent processions, and several extraordinary

pieces of scenery, Alas ! to what lengths will super-
stition run! And how expensive is the pageantry of a
false religion ! What engaged my attention most, was
the number of crucifixes, and little images of the vir-

gin Mary, and of other real or reputed saints, which
were placed almost in every street, or fixed against the

walls bf the houses, almost at every turning, with lamps
hanging before them. To these, 1 observed the people
bow as they passed along; and near some of them stood

several little companies, singing with great earnestness.
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seemed very odd, and gave me an idea o|s what
rther ecclesiastical curiosities would probably fall in

my vvay, if I should be detained here any time. These

expectations were quickly raised
; for, not long after miy

arrival at my lodgings, where I was received and enter-

tained with great gentility, hospitality, and friendliness,,

uj oh looking out of the window, 1 saw a company of

priests and friars bearing lighted wax tapers, and attend-

ed by various sorts of people, some of which had bags
and baskets of victuals in their hands, and others car-

ried provisions upon their shoulders on sticks between

tw[o. After these, followed a miked multitude, singing
with a very audible voice, and addressing the vjrgin
Mary in their usual strain, "Qra pro nobis" In this

manner they proceeded to the prison, where all was de-

posited for the use of the poor persons confined therein.

But a far more pompous procession of the like nature,
as a stander-by informed, passed by a few days before.

In this there was near three hundred Franciscan friars,

muny of which, besides porters hired for th'e purpose,
wore loaded with a variety of food; and those who
bore no burdens, carried either ladles or spoons in their

hands. Sights of this nature being quite a novelty to

mu, I was fond of attending as many of them as I could.

T'vo things concurred to make them more frequent at

this juncture the season of Lent, and an excessive

drought, which threatened the total destruction of the

fruits of the earth. For the averting so great a judg-
ment, and for imploring the much longed-for blessing of

rain, daily processions had been made from one convent
or another, for a considerable time. One of these J

saw: it was looked upon as a pretty grand one, being
mide up of Carmelite friars, the parish priests, and a

great number of what they call .brothers of the or- -

dVr, who walked two by two in divers habits, holding a ,

g and very large lighted wax taper in their hjahds/

Amidst .these was carried, upon -eight or ten men's sbtoul-

d:rs, a tall image of the virgin Mary, in a kind of man's

attire; for I think she had a very fine while wig on her
:

.' 13*
'

-wrf
"
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dress she often appears in, and was much adorn*'
ed with jewels and glittering stones. At some distance

from the lady, under a large canopy of state, and sup-
ported likewise by six or eight personsj came a priest,

holding in his hand some noted relic. After him, fol-

lowed several thousands of people, joining with the fri-

ars in singing, "Eandem cantilenam, Ora pro nobis? all

the way. Still rain was denied, and still processions
were continued. At length the clouds began to gather,
and the mercury in the barometer fell very much.
'There' was brought out a wooden image, which they
say never failed. It was the figure of our blessed Lord,
clothed with purple robes, a,nd crowned with thorns.

I think they pall him the LORD OF THE PASSION. Upon
his shoulders he bore a large cross, under the weight of
which he was represented as stooping, till his body bent
almost double. He was brought from the Le Grass
Convent in very great pomp, and placed in a large ca-

thedral church. Being on board at that time, I lost

this sight; but the subsequent evening I beheld the SEIG-

NEUR fixed on an eminence in a large cathedral church,
near the altar, surrounded with wax tapers of a prodi-

gious size. He was attended by many noblemen, and
thousands of spectators of all ranks and stations, who
crowded from every quarter, and in their turns, were
admitted by the guards to come within the rails, and

perform 'their devotions. This they expressed by kneel-

ing, and kissing the SEIGNEUR'S heel, by putting their

left and right eye to it, and then touching it with their

beads, which a gentleman in waiting received from

them, and then returned again. This scene was repeat-
ed for three days successively; and during all this time

the church and space before it was so thronged with

carriages and people, that there was scarce any passing.
The music on this occasion was extremely soft, and the

church was illuminated in a very striking manner. The
third day in the forenjxm it rained, and soon after the

SEIGNEUR was conducted home in as great splendour, and
much greater rejoicing, than when he was'brought
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fortli. As my situation was very commodious, .J^
saw

the whole;; and afterwards went and heard part of' the

sere ion, which was delivered before the SEIGNEUR in

church to which he belonged. The preacher was
of action; and in some part of his discourse, as one
understood Portuguese informed me, pointing to

image, he said, "Now. he is at rest. tie went out

whc
the

injustice, but is returned in mercy." And toward the

conclusion, he called upon the people to join with him
in an extempore prayer. This they did with great fer-

vency, which was expressed not only by repeating it

aloud, but by beating their breasts, and clapping their

checks, and weeping heartily. To complete the solem-

nity ,. immediately after the delivery of the blessing, all
> t n . ~ -^'. ... "

T7'_, fr'""
'

on 8, sudden, from the place near which the image stood,

there, was heard a most soft and soothing symphony of

music, which being ended, the assembly broke up, and
J returned to my lodgings; not a little aifected to see so

many thousands led away from the simplicity of the

gospel by such a mixture of human artifice and blind

superstitidn, of which indeed I could have formed no

i, had I not been an eye-witness. This concern was

increased, by what- 1 heard from some of my fellow

ide

stil

passengers, who informed me, that about eleven, one

night, after 1 came a-board, they not only heard a fri-

ar preaching most fervently before the SEIGNEUR, but

saw several companies of penitents brought in,

ling and whipping themselves severely. How little

Eli

at

for

alsi

las!

is ithis unlike to those who cut themselves with knives

and .lancets, and cried out from morning to night, 'O

Bail, hear us.' Methinks I hear you say, 'And hacHI

been present, I shouTd have wished for the spirit of an
ah to'-; Hush, my friend,' I am content to guess
he rest till we meet. In the mean while, let us com-
t ourselves with/,this thought, that there is a season;

approaching, when the Lord God of Elijah will himself

come and destroy this and every other species of anti-

christ, by the breath of his mouth, and the brightness of
his appearing, even by the all-conquering manifestations
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of his eternal spirit. Whether as men, ,,Christians, or

prolesiarits,
we have not more and more reason to pray

night, and day, for the hastening on of that glorious and

long wished-for period, you will be better able to judge,

when I send you, as I propose to do, if J have time, a

further account of a lent procession or two, of which I

was also a spectator."
' '

-

. The following account of the procession of St. Fran-

cis, Mr* Whitefield gives in a letter dated April 3, 1754,

to the same friend.

"My dear friend, y ,

"Though some other business demands my at-

tention, yet I must not forget the promise made you of

a further account of the processions 1 saw at Lisbon.-
Some of those already mentioned were extraordinary,

by reason of the great drought: but that which is to be

the subject of my present letter was an annual one: it

being customary at Lisbon to exhibit some procession or

another every Friday in lent. An intelligent protestant
who stood near me, was so good as to be my interpreter
of the dumb shew as it passed along. I say dumb shew:

for you must know it was chiefly made up of waxen or"

wooden images^ carried on men's shonlders through the

streets, intending to represent the life and death of St.

Francis, the founder of one of their religious orders.

^They were brought out from the Franciscan convent,
land were preceded by three persons in scarlet habits,

with baskets in their hands, in which they received the

alms of the spectators, for the benefit of the poor pris-

oners. After these came two little boys in party-col-
oured clothes, with wings fixed on their shoulders, in

imitation of little angels. Then appeared the figure of

St. Francis, very gay and beau-like, as he used to be be-

fore his conversion. In the next, he was introduced un-

der convietien]' and consequently stript of his finery.

Soon after this was exhibited an image of our blessed

Lord himself, in a purple gown, with long black hair,

with St; Francis lying before him, to receive his it
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SJate orders. Then came the virgin mother, (horresca

reftirens) with Christ her son at her left hand, and St.

Fr ncis making obeisance to both. Here, if 1 remem-
ber aright, he made his first appearance in his friar's ha-

with his hair cut short, but not as yet shaved on
crown of his head. After a little space, followed a

mitred cardinal, gaudily attired, and before him, lay St.

Frs ncis almost prostrate, in order to be confirmed in his

office. Soon after this he appears quite metamorphosed
into a monk, his crown shorn, his habit black$ and his

loirs girt with a knotted cord. Here he prays to our

Saviour, hanging on a cross, that the marks of the

wounds in his handsj feet and side, might be impressed
on i;he same parts of his body. The prayer is granted ;

blood comes from the hands, feet and side; arid^ihe

sairit, with great devotion, receives the impression's.*

This was represented by red waxen strings/ reaching .

from those ffarts of the image to the correspondent parts
of St. Francis's bodj'. Upon this he begins to do won-

ders; and therefore, in a little while, he is carrieWa-

lorig as balding up a house which was just falling. This

miracle, they say, was performed, if my information be

true, at Madrid, but the particulars of its history I have

forgotten. At length the father died, and is brought
forth lying in his grave. But lo! the briars and nettles

under which he lay, are turned into fine fragrant flowers.

After this he is borne upon along a bier covered- with 4,

silver pall, and four friars lamenting over him. -He
then appears for the last time, but with an increase of

pow er; for he was represented as drawing tormented

people out of purgatory with his knotted cord, which,
as you may well imagine, the poor souls caught at,

and took hold of very eagerly. At length came a

gorgeous friar under a splendid canopy bearing in' his

hand a piece of the; holy cross; After him followed two
more littlfe winged boys, and then a long train of fat and

"

-favoured Franciscans', with their Ctilceis Fenestrtt-wel

Mel
as Erasmus calls

funks' I hear you

them; and sO the procession ended.

<say, 'It is full timef;? and so say i:
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.for as the sight itself disgusted me, so Tarn persuaded
the bare narration of it, though ever so short, cannot

be very pleasant to one who I know abhors every thing
that savours of superstition and idoJary. We will

'there'fore take our leave of St. Francis, whose procession
Was in the day time: but 1 must tell you it is only to in-

form you of another of a much more awful and shock-

ing nature, which 1 saw afterwards at night. About ten

o'clock, being deeply engaged in conversation with my
kind host, in came an Englishman, and told me in all

haste, that he had seen a train of near two hundred

penitents passing along, and that in all probability I

might be gratified with the same sight, if I hastened to

a place whither he would conduct me. 1 very readily o-

beyed the summons, and, as curiosity quickened my pace,
wetipon came up with some of these poor creatures, who
were ttien making a. halt, and kneeling in the street,

whilst a friar, from a high cross, with an image of our

Lord crucified in his hand, was preaching to them and

the populace with great vehemence. Sermon being

e'nded, the penitents went forward, and several compa-
nies followed after with their respective preaching friars

atttheir head, bearing crucifixes. These they pointed to,

and brandished frequently, and the hearers as frequent-

ly beat their breasts, and clapped their cheeks. At

proper pauses they stopped and prayed, and one of

:thetn, more zealous than the rest, before the king's pal-

ace, sounded the word penitentia through a speaking trum-

pet. The penitents themselves were clothed and cover-

ed all over with white linen vestments, only holes were
made for their eyes, to peep out at. All were bare-

footed, and all had long heavy chains fastened to their

ancles, which, when dragged along the street, made a

dismal rattling: but though alike in dress, yet in other

respects there was great variety|amongst them. For

some carried great stones on their backs, and others dead

men's bones and skulls in their hands. Some bore large
and seemingly very heavy crosses upon their shoulders,

whilst%thersjjifd their {gtos extended quite wide, or
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carried a bow full of swords with the points downwards.
Most of them whipped and lashed themselves, some
with cords, and fitters with flat bits of iron,.. It being a

mo'culight night 5
I could see them quite well; and in-

dee 1 some of them struck so hard, that 1 perceived
r backs, left bare on purpose to be lashed, werethe

qui

the

the

infc

e red, and swollen very much by the violence. and
?tition of the blows. Had my dear frieud been

e, he would have joined with me in saying, that

whole scene-was horrible; so horrible, that, being
rmed it was to be continued till morning, I was glad

to return from whence I came about midnight. Had
you been with me, I know you would have joined with
me in praising and gratefully adoring the LORD of all

lore s, for the great wonder of the reformation, and also

for that glorious deliverance wrought out for us a,few

yesrs past, in defeating the unnatural rebellion. O
what a mighty spirit and power from on high must Lu-

ther, Calvin, Melancthon, Zuinglius, and those glorious

reformers, be necessarily endued with, who dared first

openly to oppose and stem such a torrent of supersti-
tion and spiritual tyranny! and what gratitude owe we
tolhose, who, under God, were instrumental in saying
us from the return of such spiritual slavery, and such
blind obedience to a papal power! To have had a pa-

for our king; a papist, if not born, yet from his

ncy nursed up at Rome; a papist, one of whose sons
pis
infi

isiadvanced to the ecclesiastical dignity of a cardinal,
ana both under the strongest obligations to support the

interest of that church, whose supergtitions, as well as

political state principles, they have sucked in, and in>

bited even from their infancy. But, blessed be God,
the : snare is broken,' and we are delivered. O for pro-
testant practices to be added to protestant principles!
O for an obediental acknowledgment to the ever-bles-

sed God for our repeated deliverance! But alas!- vr

Pardon me, my dear friend, I stop to weep. Adieu. I

cannot enlarge, but leaving you to.' guess frona what



1S6 MEMOIRS OF THE

source my tears flow, I must hasten to subscribe myself,

my dear friend, yours, &c." .

Jn another letter, dated April 9, 1754, he observes:

"The preachers here haye also taught me something;
their action is graceful. Fividioculi, vimdce manus,
dmnia mmda. Surely our English preachers would do
well to be^a little more fervent in their address. They
have truth on -their side, why should superstition and
falsehood run away with all that is pathetic and affec-

ting?" In another letter he says: "Vast are the out-

wftrd preparations made here. Altars upon altars are

erecting. Penitents upon penitents,, are walking and

lashing themselves: but what I want to have erected

and adorned, is an altar in my heart; and the blows and
lashes.I desire to .feel, are the crucifixion and mortitica-

.liottfgf the old man and its deeds. Without this, all is

mere parade." Again he says, April 10, 1754, "To-
morrow is what they call Holy Thursday. May I be as

solicitous to have my heart illuminated by the spirit of

God, as the people here are to illuminate their church-
es arid altars. The pageantry is indeed iacredible.

Though I have been detained longer than expectation,

yet^trust what I have seen and heard, will do me ser-

vice* in the future part of my life. O that I may be
like a busy bee, and suck some honey even from super-
stitious flowers! I do not wonder now, whence the illu-

minations, dressing of altars, and those other things
which I have lately mentioned in a public manner on
another occasion, took their birth. It is all an imita-

tion of what is daily practised abroad. May the Lord
Jesus crush the cockatrice in its egg, and prevent its

growing any bigger."
The; following letter Contains a long and lively de-

scription of the superstitious and impious farces which
he saw performed on Holy Thursday ,

as they call it; and
concludes with suitable reflections, and sympathetic ex-

pressions towards the poor deluded people, the uhh^p-
py dupes to their crafty and designing priests, whtfecru-

elly prevent them,from examining the word of Gofv i
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.*
lLfobont$ptill'Zt .l

i

7&4.--:'

dear friend,

"Providence still detains us at Lisbon, and
therefore I kntfw you will be inquiring what morenewi
from thence? Truly, as extraordinary as

ejjipr: for I

haye now seen the solemnities of an Holy TTmrsofoy,

nvtychis a very high day in this metropolis, and particu-

y remarkable for the grand illuminations of the

rches, and the king's washing twelve poor mepls
Through the interest of a friend, I got admit-

lar

chi

fee

tail ce into the gallery where the ceremony was

formed. It was large, and hung with tapestry; one
ce of which represented the humble Jesus washing
feet of his disciples. Before this, upon a small em-

nce, sat twelve men in black. At the upper end, and
several other parts of the gallery, were sideboards" of

lai'ge gold and silver basons and wers, most curiously

-wrought; and near these a large table covered, with a

:ya riety of dishes, all cold, set off and garnished after

the Portuguese fashion. Public high mass being overi
"Kis majesty came in attended with his nobles, who seem-
ea to look like so many 'ftdman senators. The act 6f,

'ty ashing the feet, I did not get in time enough to see;
but that being ended, several of the young noblemen
served up the dishes to the king's brother and uncles;
these again handed them to his majesty, who gavey I

'think, twelve of them in all to each poor man. Every
'tiling was carried on with a great deal of decency and

;g6od humour. The young noblemen served very cheer-

'filly; their seniors looked quite pleased, and the king
and his royal relations behaved in a very polite, easy man*

tier; upon the whole, though, as you may easily guess^
t was not an exact copy of the tapestry, yet aS thife

>oor men's clothes and food, when sold, came to about
.

en moidores; and as there was a little mixture of su*

ierstition in it, I cannot say but I was as well pleased
fVith my morning's entertainment as any thing T ha*

14
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seen since tny -arrival. I believe the whole took
ttj*

near two hours. After dinner we went to see the -church-

es; but, the magnificence and sumptuoushess of the fur-

^Hure, cannot well be expressed. Many of them were

'T^ung on the occasion with purple damask trimmed with

<^%oldf Intone of them there was a solid silver altar of

several yards circumference, and near twelve steps

high: and in another a gold one, still more magnificent,
of about the same dimensions. Its basis was studded

many precious stones, and near the top were pla-
silver images, in representation of angels. Each

step was filled with large silver candlesticks, with 'wax

tapers in them, which going up by a regular ascent, un-

til they formed themselves into a pyramid, made a most

glittering and splendid blaze. The great altars also of

the other churches, were illuminated most profusely, and
silver pots of artificial flowers, with large wax tapers be- .

tween each, were fixed all round several of them.

Between these, were large paintings in black and vvhite^

representing the different parts of our Saviours passion.

And, in short, all was so magnificently, so superstitious-

ly grand, that I am persuaded several thousands of
'

pounds .would not defray the%expenses of this one day.
Go which way you would, nothing was to be seen but

illuminations within, and hurry without. For all per-
sons, princes and crowned heads themselves hot except-
ed, are obliged on this day to visit seven churches or al-

tars, in imitation, as is supposed, of our Lord's jieing
hurried from one tribunal to another, before he was
condemned to be hung upon the cross. 1 saw the queen
pass by in great state to visit three of them. Velvet
cushions were carried .before her majesty, and boards
laid along the streets for herself and retinue to walk

upon. Guards attended before and behind, and thous-

ands of spectators stood on each side to gaze at them
as they passed along. Being desirous of seeing the
manner of their entrance, we got into the last church
before they came. It was that of St. Dominicp, where
was the jold altar before mentioned^ and at whic|v

hee
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majesty
and train knelt about a quarter of an hour. All

the! while',;the Domii|icah friars sung most surprisingly
sweet. But as I stood hear the altar, over against the

gre'st door, I must confess my very inmost soul was
struck with a secret -horror, when, upon looking up, I

over the front of the great window of the church,
leads of many hundred Jews, painted on canvassj
had been condemned by what they call the Holy

saw
the

who
Inqu

in

sition, and carried out from that church to be burn-

Strange way this, of compelling people to come
Such was not thy method, D meek ana compas-

sionate Lamb of God! thou earnest not to destroy men's

lives, but to save them. But bigotry is as cruel as the

grave. It knows no remorse. From all its bitter and
dire effects, good Lord deliver us! But to return to the

queen. Having performed her devotions, she departed
arid went in' a coach of state, I believe, directly from
the church to her palace, and without doubt sufficiently

fatigued; for, besides walking through the streets to

the several churches, her majesty also, and the princesses,
had been engaged in waiting upon, and washing the feet

of twelve poor women, in as public a manner as the king,
In our walk home, we met his majesty, with his brother

and

v'e.11

post

bine

two uncles, attended only by a few nobleman in black

et, and a few guards without halberts. I ,sup-

he was returning from his last church, and as one
well imagine, equally fatigued with his royal con-

and daughters. When church and state thus corn-

to be nursing fathers and nursing mothers to super-

stitpn, is jt any wonder that its credit and influence is,

so diffusive among the populace? O Britain! Britain!

had-t thou but proportionable to thy knowledge, an in-

ward purity adequate to the simplicity of thy external

worship, in what a happy and godlike situation wouldst

thou be! Here I Could weep again. Again I leave you
to guess "the cause; and if I can send you one more le%

of a like nature, before we leave this place, it is all;

must expect from, niy dear friend, yours most assu-1

ter

you
red y in our glorious. Head, &c."
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following account ofJhj^representation
of the

5 crucifixion of the blessed Jesus^-in one of the large
churches, is curious.*

i

"Lisbon, Apriin, 175f.

"My dear friend,

^"After the news already sent you, I thought
ur Lisbon correspondence would entirely have been put
a stop to; for upon returning to my lodgings, as weary,
I believe, as others Who had been running from church
to church all day, word was sent to me, that our ship
would ^certainly sail the next morning: This news, 1

own, was not altogether agreeable to me, because I

wanted to see the conclusion of the lent solemnities.

However, I made ready; and having despatched my
private affairs over night, was conducted very early in

the morning, by my kind host, down to Bellem, where-
the ship lay. We parted. The wind promised to be

fair; but dying away, I very eagerly went ashore once
more. But how was the scene changed! Before, all

used to be noise and hurry, now, all was hushed and,

shut up in the most awful and profound silence. No
clock or bell had been heard since yesterday noon, and
scarce a person was to be seen in the street all the way
Jto Lisbon. About two in the afternoon we got to the

place, where, I had heard some days ago, an extraordi-

nary scene was to be exhibited. Can you guess what it

was? Perhaps not. Why then I will tell you. It was
tlie crucifixion of the Son of God, represented partly by
dumb images, and partly by living persons, in a large
church belonging to the convent of St. De Beatp. Se-

veral thousands crowded into it; some of whom, as I

was told, had been waiting there from six in the morn-

, ;ing. Through the kind interposition and assistance of a

prbtestant or two, I was not only admitted into the church,
"but was very commodiously situated to view the whole

.performance. We had not waited long beforejjfrejcur-
tain. was drawn up. Immediatelyynpon a hjs:lf-SKSfolel

-
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In front with bla|k: baize, and behind with silk

)Ie damask, laced%vith gold, was exhibited to our

vievr an image of the Lora Jesus at full length, crown-

ed
jv
nth thorny, and nailed on a cross between two fig-

ures of like dimensions, representing the two thieves.

At 'a little distance on the right hand, was placed an im-

age I of the virgin Mary, in plain long ruffles, and a

iinjq of widow-weeds. Her veil was purple"' silk, and';'

she| had a wire glory round her head. At the foot of

the cross lay, in a mournful posture, a living man, dres-

sed in wpmari's clothes, who personated Mary Magda-
len;; and not far off stood a young man,, in imitation of

the beloved disciple. He was dressed in a loose green
sills vesture, and bob-wig. His eyes were fixed on

the cross, and his hands a little extended. On each
sidei near the front of the stage, stood two sentinels in,

with formidable caps and long beards, and direct-

front stood another yet more formidable, with a

larg
the

e target in his, hand. We may suppose him to be
Roman centurion. To complete the scene, from

behind the purple hangings came out about twenty lit-

tle purple-vested winged boys, two by two, each hear-

ing; \ lighted wax taper in his hand, and a crimson and

gold cap on his head. At their entrance upon the

stage, they gently bowed their heads to the spectators,
then kneeled and made obeisance, first to the image on

the; cross, and then to that of the virgin Mary. When
risen, they bowed to each other, and then took their

respective places over against one another, oh steps as-

signed for them at the front of the stage. .Opposite to

this at a few yards distance, stood a black friar in a

then
1

.tili

thin i

pulpit hung in mourning. For a while he paused', and'

, breaking silence, gradually lifted up his voice;wh-
was extended to a pretty high pitch, though I

scarce high enough for so large an auditory. Af-

ter,he had proceeded in his discourse about a quarter
of an hour, a confused noise .was heard near the frplpt

gre,E t'door, upon turning my head, I saw four long-beard- :

twp of which carried a ladder on their sbou%
14*
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^ and after them followed ttvo more with large gilt

ishes in their hands, full ofJin'en, spices, &c. These,
as I imagined, were the representatives of Nicedemus
"and Joseph of Arimathea. On a signal given from the

pulpit they advanced
(

toward the steps of the scaffold.

But upon their first
'

attempting to mount it, at the

watchful 'centurion's nod, the observant soldiers made a

pass at them, and presented the points of their javelins

directly to their breasts. They are repulsed. Upon
this a letter from Pilate is produced. The centurion

reads it, shakes his head, and with looks that bespoke
a forced compliance, beckons to the sentinels to with-

draw their arms. Leave being thus obtained, they as-

cend; and having paid their homage, by kneeling first

to the image on the cross, and then to the virgin Mary,
they retired to the back of the stage. Still the preach-
er continued declaiming, or rather, as was said, ex-

plaining the mournful scene. Magdalen persists in

wringing her hands, and variously expressing her per-
sonated sorrow ; whilst John, seemingly regardless of

all besides, stood gazing on the crucified figure. By
this time it was near three o*clock, and therefore prop-
er for the scene to begin to close. The 1 ladders are as-

cended, the superscription and crown of^thorns taken

off, long white rollers put round the arms of the image,
and then the nails knocked out which fastened the

hands and feet. Here Mary Magdalen looks most lan-

guishing, and John, if possible, stands more thunder-

struck than before. The orator lifts up bis voice, and

almost all the hearers expressed concern by weeping,
beating their breasts, and smiting their cheeks. At

length the body is gently let down. Magdalen eyes it,

and, gradually rising, receives the feet into- her'wide-

spread handkerchief; whilst John, who had hitherto

stood motionless like a statue, as the body came nearer

the ground, with an eagerness that bespoke the intense

affection of a sympathizing friend, runs toward, the

cross^ seizes the upper paat of it in his clasping arms,

and, with his disguised fellow-mourner, helps to bejat it
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iitytay. An'd here tb!e play should end, was 1 not afraid

y^uvwould be angry with me, if I did not gjve you an ac-

, count of the last act, by telling you what became ofthe

corpse after it was taken down. Great preparations
were made for its 'interment. Jt was wrapped, in linen

arid spices, &c. and being laid upon a bier richly hung,
vy is afterwards carried round the church yard in. grand
procession. The image of the virgin Mary was chief

mourner, and John and Magdalen, with a tfioop of fri-

ar 3 with wax tapers in their hands, followed after.-

etermined to see the whole, I waited its return,, and
about a quarter' of an hour the corpse was brought in,

1)

in

and deposited in an open sepulchre prepared for the

purpose; but not before a priest, accompanied by sev-

er il of the same order in splendid vestments, had per-
fumed it with incense, sung to, and kneeled before it.

John and Magdalen attended the obsequies; but the im-

age of the virgin Mary was carried away and placed

uj:on the front of the stage, in order to be kissed, ador-

ed, and worshipped by the people. This I saw them do
with the utmost eagerness and reverence. And thus

^ ended this good. Friday's tragi-comical, superstitious,
idolatrous farce. A 1

farce, which whilst I saw, as well

as now whilst I am describing it, excited in me. a high
indignation. Surely, thought I, whilst attending on such,

a scene of mock devotion, if ever, now is'the LORD JE-

SUS crucified afresh; and I could then, and even now,
thnk of no other plea for the poor beguiled devotees, than

thit which suffering innocence put up himse'f for his

enemies, when actually hanging upon the crossp "Fa-

thlerj forgive them, for they know not what they do."

There was but one thing wanting to raise one's resent-

n$ent to the highest pitch, and that was, forgone of the

soldiers to have pierced the side of the image upon
the cross. This in all probability you have heard hath

abtually been done in other places, and with a little

e^art, might, I think, have been performed here.

Doubtless it would have afforded the preacher as good,
not a better opportunity of working upon the pas-
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of his auditory, than the taking down the superr

tion and crown of thorns,jand wiping the head: \yith

a blooded cloth, and afterward exposing- it to the,view

of the people; all which I saw done before the body
was let down. But alas! my "dear friend, how mean is

that eloquence, and how entirely destitute of the de-

monstration* of the spirit, and of divine power, must

oratory necessarily be, that stands in need of such a

train of superstitious pageantry to render it impressive!
Think you, my dear friend, that the apostle. Paul used

or needed any such artifices to excite the passions of

the people of Galatia, amongst whom, as he himself in-

forms us, "Jesus Christ was crucified, and evidently set

forth?" But thus it is, and thus it will be, when sim-

plicity and spirituality are banished from our religious

offices, and artifice and idolatry sealed in their room.
I am well aware that the Romanists deny the charge of

idolatry ;
but after having seen what I have seen this day,

and at sundry other times since my arrival here, I cannot

help thinking but a person must be capable of making
more than metaphysical distinctions, and deal in very
abstract ideas indeed, fairly to evade the charge. If

weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, I am
positive

the scale must turn on the protestant side.- ^But such' a
balance these poor people are not permitted' to make
use,of! -Doth not your heart bleed for them? Mine
doth I am sure, and I believe would do so more and

more, was I to stay longer, and see what they call their

hallelujah, and grand devotions on Easter-day. But that

scene-is'denied me. The wind is fair, and I must away.
Follow me with your prayers; and believe me to he, my
dear friend, yours. &c."

Leaving Lisbon, after a passage of six weeks, he ar-

rived_May 27, at Beaufort, in South. Carolina, with his

orphans, all in health. Having settled them in his fa-

mily in Georgia, which BOW consisted of upwards ofone

hundred, and spent some time in Carolina, he made* an
excursion to the northward.
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Charleston," says he, "and. other parts of Carot-

linji,,my poor labours have met with the usual acce'pt-

an<; and I have reason tQ hope a clergyman hath been

brought under very serious impressions. My health is

wonderfully preserved. My wonted vomitings have
lefu me; and though JUride whole

,nights, and ha.ve fre-

quently been exposed -to great thunders, violerit Ijghtr

nirigs, and heavy rains, yet I am rather better than usu-

,aliJand as far as I can judge, am not yet to die. O tfi^t

I may at length learn to begin to live! 1 am ashamed
of my sloth and lukewarmness, and long;

to be on tfie

stretch for Qod!"
Ele arrived at New York, by .water, July 27, and

preached backwards and forwards from. New York to-

Philadelphia, and Whitely Creek, till the midtlle of Sep-
tember. "Every where," he observes,

4^a divine pow-
er .accompanied the word, prejudices were removed,
and a more effectual door opened than ever, for preach-
ing the gospel."
TChe latter end of September, he enjoyed the pleas-

ure of meeting his venerable old friend, governor Bel-

chier, at- Elizabeth Town, New Jersey.* And it being

i

* When Mr. Whitefield was in this country, the Rev.
William Tennent paid him a visit, and dined, together with,
other ministers, at a gentleman's house. After dinner Mr^
Whitefield adverted to the difficulties attending the gospel
-ministry; lamented that all their zeal availed but little; said

he was weary with the burdens of the day; declared his

great, consolation was, that in a short time his work would

b, done, when he should depart and be with Christ; : he then
ar pealed to the ministers, if it was not their great comfort
that they should soon go to rest. They generally assented,

except Mr. Tennent, who sat next to Mr. W. in; silence;
a'r d by his countenance discovered but little pleasure in>the

conversation. Mr. W. tapping him on the knee, said,
1

Veil! brother Tennent, you are the oldest man .amongst
uf ,

do you not rejoice to think that your time is so?iJ(Bar"at

liund, when you will be called home
1

?" Mr. T. bluntiy;a;n-

svrered, "I have no wish about it." Mr. W. pressed.him
aj ain; and Mr. T. again answered, "Ko, sir, it is no pteas-

<c
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tbe New Jersey commencement, the president
* and

trustees presented Mr. . Whitefie'ld with the degree of
M.tA. ,

The meeting of the synod succeeded, before

whom lie preached several times; and had much satis-

faction in, their company. "To-morrow," says he, "Oc-

tober 1, God willingjl shall set out with the worthy pres-

id^nt, Mr. Burr, for New England, and expect to return

back to the orphan-house, through Virginia. T^his will

beyabbut a two THOUSAND miles circuit; but the Re-

d<|emer's strength will be more than sufficient." He
Ijfcevvisewisbed, had it been practicable, to stop some
time at the) West Indies, before he returned to England.

October 9, he arrived at Boston, accompanied by

ure to me. at all; and if yon knew your duty, it would be
none to you. I have nothing to do with death; my business
is to live as long- as I can, as well as I can, and to serve my
master as faithfully as I can, until he shall think proper to

call me home." Mr. W. still urged for an explicit answer
to his question, in case the time of death were left to his

own choice. Mr. T. replied, "I have no choice about it; I

am God's servant, and have engaged to do his business -as

long as he pleases to continue me therein. But now, broth-

er, let me ask you. a question. What do you think I would

say, if I was to send my man Tom into the field tp-plqugh;
'and if at noon I should go to the field, and find him loung-

(
ing under a tree, and complaining, 'Master, the sun is very

jhot,
and the ploughing very hard, I am weary of the work

(you have appointed me, and am overdone with the h^t and
'jburden of the day: do master, let me return home, and be

discharged from this hard service]' What would I sayl

I Why, that he was a lazy fellow; that it was his business to

do the work I had appointed him, until I should think fit to

call h'im home." The pleasant manner in which this re-

proof was administered, rather increased the social harmo-

ny of the company; who became satisfied that it was very
pofBible to err, even in desiring, with undue earnestness,
"to depart to be with Christ," which is far better tha;n*tb

remain in this imperfect state; and that it is the duty of

..th'e Christian in this respect to say, "all the days of my ap-

pointed time will I wait till my change come." See Me-
moirs of the Rev. William Tenncnt, in the Evangelical
gazine,for July 1807.
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jpre sident Burr, where he remained a week, preaching
wit i great success. "At Rhode Island and Boston,'^

he; says, "souls fly to the gospel, like doves to their tain-

dori.s< Opposition seenis to fall daily." To his great

joy,
while at Boston, he heard the welcome news, that a

gpy 3rnor was^at last appointed for Georgia, to whom
hislriend, Mr. Habersham, was made secretary. To
him he writes, "rnay the King of kings enable you t6

discharge your trust as becomes a good patriojt, subject,
and Christian I" -

r

:

He now traveled north as far as Porstmouth, New
Hampshire, always preaching two or three times a day.
At Boston he met with a far more agreeable reception
than formerly; and his ministry, in general, seemed to

be, a

and

men
seerri

tended with as great a blessing as ever.

November 7, at four o'clock in the morning, he took

an affectionate leave of his friends in Boston, proceeded
to Rhode Island, and went onward through Maryland
~ J

Virginia, with a prospect so pleasirig, that he la-

ed he -had not come sooner; The whole country
ed eager to hear the gospel, many coming forty or

miles, and a spirit of conviction and consolation ap-

peared in every congregation. Prejudices seemed to.

hav

his i

done

fled churches were opened to him high and
rich and poor, now seemed to think favourably of

ministrations; many acknowledged what God had
for their souls, through his preaching, when he
there before.

February 1755, he went back to Charleston, and
to Savannah, preaching as usual

;
till in the latter

>f March he embarked for England, and arrived;

the 8th of May, at Newhaven in Sussex.

was
In

thep

endj

safe,
. Tae dhief thing which he took notice of, on his land-

ing o ace more in his native country, was the wonderful
success of the gospel. "Glory be to the great head of
the church! the word hath still free course. The poor
despised method ists are as lively as ever: and in sever-
al

churches the gospel is now preached with power.-^

Many in Oxford are awakened to the knowledge of the
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truth ;
and T have heard almost every week of some

fresh minister, or another, that seem's determined to know

n6ihirig
f
biif Jesus 'Christ, find him ctutifie.d^* This con-

sideration re-abimated hitn. He seemed to preach with

increasing energy and success in Londtm, Bristol, Bath,
and m Gloucestershire, till

;

the month v

of August. He
then went to open the tabernacle at Norwich. "At
this last place,^' he says, "notwithstanding Offences hav6

come, there has been a glorious work begun and is how
'

V'--; 'f8;^K^
:

'-" : j
'^ '

,
O

Cafryihg^fjy (August 30th, 1755.) The polite and great
seem to Bear with much attention; and 1 scarce ever

preached a week together with greater freedom?'

Soon after this he set out on his northern circuit; and
the Lord wonderfully blessed his labours all the way,
especially at Northampton, Liverpool, Bolton, 'Manches-

ter, Leeds, Bradford, York, &c.t cHe proposed to go to

Ireland ;
but after spending a few days at Newcastle, he

found it wasjdo. late to go there, or even to Scotland;

;he 'therefbresreturped to London, having preached two
or itiree times a day for two months, to many thousands.

"Next to Jesus," says he, "my king and country were

iipon my heart. I hope I shall always think it my boun-

den duty, next to inviting sinners to the blessed Jesus,
to exhort my hearers to exert themselves against the

first approaches of popish tyranny and arbitrary pow-
der.! O thai we may be enableu to watch arid pray,

against all the opposition of antichrist in our heart! for

iafter all, there lies the most dangerous man tif sin."

* Letter 1031 and 1082. In the M.S. he puts down the

^.ija'mes of Jones, Romaine, and Madan, of whom it appears
;|Ke'intended to have written more particularly.

:f
"At Yorkj I hope a fine gentleman was touched; and

several, I find, were awakened there, and at Newcastle, at

last visit." Letter 1102. .

'

$ This refers to the encroaGhments made by the French
upon the British colonies in America; and their threatening
Creat Britain with an invasion; which occasioned a deela'
ration of- war against France, next
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i November, he caught cold, and preached in much
J

paii, having a sore throat :> this obliged him to be

silent for it few days>; as it was feared, it would end in

an inflammatory quinsey. But as soon as the danger'
is over, he could not be restrained from his master'*

work,* :-'.' .- V -V-. . ."'''"";.

Applications being now made to him, by many per-
sons, to preach twice a week at Long Acre chapel, near

the theatres, upon being assured that the place was li-

censed, he preached his first sermon there, December
23, 1755; but not without great opposition^ He re,-

cei/ed a prohibition from the bishop of B -44 - A
number of soldiers, drummers, and many other evil-dis-

posed persons, .were eoiploj'ed to make a noise in an ad-

joining house, or yard, belonging to a Mr. C : these

raised a dreadful uproar, and that as often as Mr.

W^lutefield preached. They were hired by subscrip-
. tiou, and supplied with drums, bells, &c. keeping up a
continual din, from the beginning to the end of his ser-

mon. Thus mobs were excited to riot at the doors of
the chapel, insulting and abusing both preacher and

hearers, as soon as service was over. They repeatedly
broke the windows with large stones, by which several

the congregation were severely wounded. In conse-of

qu<

fie

B-

candour, favourable opinion, and good wishes,, the bish-

nceof these unwarrantable proceedings, Mr. Whiter
d wrote several spirited letters to the., bishop of.

?in one of them he thanks
s
his ^lordship lor his

op having answered his. first letter; but yet, in a manly
style, and with a just sense of British liberty, defended
hiii own conduct'^ and powerfully remonstrated against
the riotous proceedings of his enemies. "Last Tues-

day night," says he, "all was hushed, and in order|tp
th:-ow oif all popular odium, I gave it as my opinion,

cOne physician prescribed a perpetual blister; but I
have found perpetual preaching to be a better remedy.
When; this great catholicon fails, it is over with me." Let*'
1

1114.

>' -'.

'

li-.
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C
*>

that it was owing to your lordship's Jdhd interposition^

Cfne Mr. C-
,
and one 'IVir; M ,.

I ana
informed,

are greatly concerned. I know them not; antl' pray
the Lord of all lords never to lay this ill and unmerited
treatment to

'

their ph'arge. If no more noise is made
on their part, 1 assure your lordship, no further resent-

ment shall be made on mine. But, if they persist, I

have the authority of .the apostle, on si?Jike occasion,

to'appeal unto Caesar; and thanks be to God, ive have
-a Caesar to appeal to, whose laws will not suffer any
of his loyal subjects to be used in such an inhuman man-
ner. I havejbnly one favour to beg of your lordship,

. that you would send, as they are your lordship's parish^

joners, to the above gentlemen, and desire them, hence-

forward, to desist from such unchristian, and, especially
at this critical juncture, such riotous and dangerous pro-:

ceedings. Whether as a chaplain to a most worthy peer-:

ess, and a presbyter of the church of England, and a

steady, disinterested friend to our present happy con-:

, stitution, I have not a right to ask such a favour, I leave,

to your lordship's mature deliberation." In the mean
, itime, bis preaching was owned by God, particularly to

one, who had been a subscriber to hire rioters fb make
a noise.

In the beginning of February, 1756, he sent eighty

pounds of the collection which he had made at the ta-

bernacle, on the day of the public fast, to the society
for relieving the poor persecuted French protestants.*
The riots at Long Acre chapel .still continuingywith

increasing violence, his friends persuaded him to pros-
ecute those notorious offenders against all law and de-

-cency.: which being.known, his life was threatened. At
the tabernacle a man came up to him in the pulpit:
and three anonymous letters were sent him, denouncing

* Letter 1118. This year, 1756, he published, "A shor

Address to Persons of all Denominations, occasioned by
the Alarm, of an intended Invasion." See Vol. IV. of hij..

iporks.
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i*and sudden death, unless he desisted from

reaching' and pursuing the offenders. As the matter,

dnoerned not only himself, but the public also, a^^
ruck at the welfare of civil government, he sentlll

opy of one the lettersto the honourable Hume C -
11,

Begging the {ayour of his advice; who advised him, by
fill means, to put all concerned into the court of king's
ibench. The earl of Holderness, one of the secretaries

f state, to whom he was introduced on this occasion,
eemed inclined to offer a reward for >the discovery oft

jhe
letter-writer. "I find," says Mr. Whitefield, in a

etter to lady Huntington, May 2, 1756, "that all things

appen for the furtherance of the gospel. 1 suppose

your ladyship has seen his majesty's promise of a par-
to any that will discover the writer: and this brings

he further news of my having taken a piece of ground,
commodious to build on, not far from the foundling

hospital. I have opened the subscription, and through
i Hod's, blessing, it has already amounted to near six nun--

dred pounds, I hope, in a few months, to have what
iath long been wanted, a place for the gospel at the

ther end of the town. This evening, God willing, I

enture once more to preach at Long Acre." The
place he here speaks of is the chapel in Tottenham-

ourt-road, which he began to build, May 10, 1756.

Soon after this, he again made his favourite tour, suc-

cessfully preaching about three weeks at the following
ilaces: at Bristol, and in Gloucestershire; at Bradford,

Fromer, Warminster, and at Portsmouth; and returned

to Londorfin the beginning o,f June.
*

In a letter, dated July 27, he says: "The gospel flou-

rishes in London. I am (
just returned from preaching

at Sheerness, Chatham, and in the camp." The next

day he set off for Scotland. On his journey he writes

thus: "Sunderland, August 14,'1756. How swiftly

dpth my precious time fly away ! It is now a fortnight
since 1 came to Leeds; in, and about which, 1 preached
eight days, thrice almost every day, to thronged and af-

fected auditories. On Sunday last, at Bradford, in
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morning, the auditory consisted of about ten thousand;
at noon, and in the evening, at Birstall, to near double

tb,e number. Though hoarse, I wask helped to speak so,

all heard. Next morning, I tobk.a sorrowful leave

of Leeds; preached at Doncastor at noon, and at York
the same night. On Wednesday, at Warstall, about fif-

ty miles off on Thursday, twice afcwTaran; aftd last

night and this morning here." Wherever he came, he

heard of the good effects of his preaching in those parts
last year. /;

Upon receiving pressing invitations, by letter, from

friends in Scotland, he again set out, and^ arrjved at Ed-

inburgh, August 20; where, and at Glasgow, he con-

tinued to preach with much acceptance, and peculiar
'success The Glasgow Courant has the following ac-

. counts: ,,

v . "Edinburgh, September 9, 1756.

near these three weeks, the Rev. Mr^White-
hath been preaching in the Orphan Hospital Park,

fo very crowded auditories, twice every day, As-he
was frequently very explicit in opening the m; aeries of

popish tyranny and arbitrary power, and very warm in

exhorting his hearers to loyalty and courage at home,
and in stirring them up to pray for the success of hia

majesty's forces both by sea and land abroad, we have
reason to believe, that his visit at this juncture^ hath,

been particularly useful.

"Edinburgh, September 23.

"On nnday evening, the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, after

sermon, made a collection for the poor highlariders, when

upwards of sixty pounds sterling was colWteJ[|"
September 22, he received a message from the new

governor of Georgia in Londan, desiring to see and coil-

verse .with him, concerning the affairs of the, colony,
before he embarked. ?

In his way to London, he stopped at Leeds, and went

s^orne days into good Mr. G and J~-- 's round.
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sreaching to great multitudes oa the mountains; 'but

the appearance of a return, of his last year's disorder,^
obliged him to hasten to town. And November 7. hie|fi

opened his new chapel in Tottenham-court-road, preach
^

ing from 1 Gor. iii. 11.' For other foundation , can
'

n%

lay, than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ^.

CHAPTER

From his opening the chapel in Totienhanl-court-road, tfc

his arrival in Edinburgh, in the year

IIS constant work was now preaching about

tirhes a week, which, with a weak appetite,

rest,* and much care lying^uj^n^hiiipj^'^'jr'ifeduced him
to a state of great bodilyy^weia^esiS^'But yet," says
he, "the joy of the Bord jsvmy strength; and iny great-
est grief is, that I can do no more for Him, who has

r djo|ne'and suffered so much for me,"
new chapel succeeded according to his wish. On

Stinday mernings, hundreds went away, not being able,

to get in. Several people of rank were desirous of ob-

taining constant seats |? and a very affecting letter was
received from one under convictions, who acknowledged
th'at curiosity alone brought him first to see' what sort of
a place it was.]' And here it may not be improper to

* "I could enlarge, but it is near six in the mornipg-, and
Imust away to preach." Letter 1157.

f "A neighbouring doctor calls the pl^ce,
WHITEFIELD'S '

PUL-TRAP. I pray the Friend of sinners, to make it a soul- -

trap indeed, to many, wandering creatures. Shuter, the

player, makes, always;:gone of the Xuditory; and, as I hear,
is, much impressed/ aHdl' brings others with him." JLette's

UBS.-
-

:

'

/' .
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take notice of another remarkable effect of the free

3tnd sovereign love of God Mr. Whitefield mentions,
"that a man of good parts, ready wit, and a lively im-

agination, who had made it his business, in order to fur-

nishjnatter for preaching over a bottle, to come and

hear, and then carry away scraps of my sermons ;
hav-

ing one night got sufficient to work upon, as he thought,

attempted to go out; but being pent in on every side, found

his endeavours fruitless. Obliged thus to stay, and

looking up to me, waiting for* some fresh matter for

ridicule, God was pleased to prick him to the heart.

HeJcame to Mr. Prgr full of horrors, confessing his

crimes, and longed to ask my pardon." It is also said,

that David Hume, Esq. of Edinburgh, was a hearer, pf
Mr. Whitefield, and was much taken with his eloqumfje>
*Such testimonies as the latter, are recorded merely for

&tkifsingularity.* :

'lyjJESjSg'iSS.
^ '-

'

.wy .
-

-"

v\ H7iS^, he again took his circuit northward, and

came to Edinbui^h^somejtime in the month of May, and s

* An' intimate friend of the^nfidelsHume, asked him what
he thought of Mr. Whitefield's preacning;'"for he had listen-

"

ed to the latter part of one of his sermons at Edinburgh.
"He is, sir," said Mr. Hume, "the most ingeniouVpreacher
I ever heard. It is worth while to go twenty miles to hear
him-." Heathen repeated the following passage which he
heard towards the close of that discourse: "After a solemn

pause, Mr. Whitefield thus addressed his numerous audi-

ence:-^The attendant angel is just about to leave thje

threshold, and ascend to heaven. And shall he ascend and
riot bear with him the news of one. sinner, among all this

multitude,, reclaimed from the error of his waysl' To give
the greater effect to this exclamation, he stamped with his

footj lifted vip his hands and eyes to heaven, and, with gush-
ing tears, cried aloud, 'Stop, Gabriel! Stop, Gabriel! Stop,
ere you enter the sacred portals, and ye't carry with you
the news of one sinner converted to God.' He then, in the
most simple, but energetic language, described what he cal-

led a Saviour's dying love to
siniuj^mian; sojthat almost the

whole assembly melted into tears. ;

Tfiis;address was accom-

panied with such animated, yet natural action, that it sur-
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an the time of the annual meeting of the gerieraV assem-

bly, a circumstance which afforded him much satisfac-

tion. His preaching was attended by many: mifJisters;

it is said, a hundred at a time. Many of thepi>^pjBare'd
t< be deeply affected; and thus their pbe deeply affected; and thus their

removed. ""About thirty of 'them, as a prb^l^of thejr

regard, invited him to a public entertainment! His ma-

jesty's commissioner, lord Cathcart, also invited him to

j stable. And his lordship's predecessor, the earlvof

-, shewed particular attention to Mr. WhitetieTfj,L
a$
fi

indeed he had constantly done from the time of his
'

rst coming to Scotland. Multitudes, and a great many
,jpj;

them of the highest rank, daily flocked to hear him.

The congregations still increased more and more.

^Leaving Edinburgh, he arrived at Glasgow, Jane 8,

having preached twice by the way, and continued

preaching as usual, till tbeil4th, in the High Church-

yard, to large congregations, twice a day; and both

forenoon and afternoon in a church in the city.

'Seeing the pitiable condition the poor of Glasgow
were, in at this time, notwithstanding the bounty of the

affluent and humane, he. with the concurrence of the

magistrates, at his sermon on Monday evening, made a
collection for them, amounting to near sixty pounds.

iqfext day he preached at Paisley; and immediately set

for Ireland;
,,

reception in- [Dublin was as promising as former-

ff"the congregations were very large, and a blessing
; appeared to attend his preaching, many being much af-

fected. A certain prelate told a noble lord, that he
jivas glad Mr. Whitefield was come to rouse the people.

^Persons of -all ranks attended, and all seemed, in some,
il&

jassed any thing I ever saw or heard iu any .other preach-
er."

' *>->
: Happy had it been for poor HJ|||B had he then received
what he then heard, ".as the wbrd?|pf God, and not as the

;word of man!"
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vj"

measure, affected with the solemn truths which he <3e,

jiyered.

y afternoon, having preached in Oxman-

^sn^fa place much frequented by large parties

||nipnd and Liberty Boys, as they vvere called,

wjio j6ft^n|fought there, Jie very narrowly espaped with
his life'; It being war time, he had earnestly 'exhorted

his hearers, as was his usual practice, not only to fear

G;C>.d, but also to honour the king; and prayed for the

success of his Prussian majesty's* arms. While he was

preaching, and earnest in prayer, some stones were
thrown at him, which providentially did him no hurt.

But when he had done, endeavouring to return the way
that he came by the barracks, to his great surprisej aci-

cess was denied; !b that he was obliged to walk near
half a mile over the_ green, through some hundreds of

rioters, &c. who perceiving|jlim to be alone, four preach-
ers and a soldier having.^deserted him and fled, threw
showers of stones upon him from every quarter, which
made him reel backwards and forwards, till he was al-

most breathless, and covered with a gore of blood.* At

length, with the greatest difficulty, he staggered ts the
door of a minister's house, near the green, which _was

humanely opened to him. For a considerable time he
remained speechless, and gasping for breath; but his

weeping friends having given him, some cordials, and ,.
washed his wounds, procured a cb%ph, in which, amu||t w

vollies of oaths, horrid imprecations, and oiolent thrfflf-

enings of the rabble, he got safe home; and joined iii

a hymn of thanksgiving with his mourning, yet rejoic-

* "I received many blows and wounds; one.was particu- 1

lavly large and near my temples. I thought of Stephen;
and was'in hopes, like him, to go off in this bloody triumph^

'

to the immediate presence of my Master." Letter 1170.

;
He used to say, in speaking of this event, that in England,

Scotland and America.p||piad been;treated only as a com-
mon minister of the gospel, but that;iial Ireland he had been
Elevated to the rank of an Apostle, in.having had. the honf
oyr of being stonedt
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iri|' friends; of whom|; he says, "none

-

but spectators
could form an idea of the affection with which I was;re-
eejved."*

'

.

*

"H

. .j4
It was under this sermon that the late Rev. iphn JEcl-

wards was impressed^with the great importance of^j^^gion.,,
Mr. Whitefield, in the sermon alluded to, add ress'etlffhe'con-
sciences, of the people with such peculiar eneigy and suc-

cess, that Mr. E. thought every word was personally directed
to; /mn,, though he had concealed himself from the preach-
er's view, and to whom he was eiitirely unknown.

j.i'n
what period of his

lifeN|i|i:J<jittered on the work of'ilie

ministry, we cannot learn. Several years he preachedjn
. connexion with Mr. Wesley; but some disagreeable circum-
stances existing in the society at Leeds, he, and a number .'

friends attached to him as the instrument of their spirit-
^ knowledge and happiness, after much deliberation with

cash other, and prayer to God, withdrew themselves, and
built another chapel, where he continued to dispense the

w,i[rd of life for more than thirty years.

fefore

he settled at Leeds, in the year 1755, he went a-

doing- good, after the example of the Friend of sinners,
endured the cross, and despised the shame. In Ireland

he travelled and laboured much in the early part of his min-
is! ry; and the effects ofihis humble exertions to diffuse the

knowledge of Christ, were crowned with abundant success.
Ai; one time, while he resided in Dublin, as he was return-

ing from preaching at a village, a party of rutje fellows, cal-

led the OrmondBoys, who used to assemble in the evening,
jogaized him as swaddling John, (a) a term of reproach ap-

plied to the methodist preachers in Ireland; and seized him
^th all the madness of their enmity against the truth ' he
pretiched, declaring they would throw hirn over the bridge
into the Liffey. This was observed by an opposite party,

(a) This term of reproach originated in the following circumstance:
Scon after ilie introduction of methodism into Ireland, the late Rev. John
Gen/nick was preaching in Dublin on a Christmas day. Bis text was
Li ike ii. 12. Ye shallfind the babe, wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and ly-

inamaneer. A drunken fellow, who was listening at the door, to pick _
.: S? i l-l i .

* 1, .1*_1_ j I
*
_. ^1* ' __ 1 _ 1. i 1

^

soniething by which he might liclicule this new religion, which had
lid yet obtained a nanje, hearing the \voi-(lsioaddling ofteivrepeated, ran

al>ng Ihe btiqet, exclaiming, with, great $!fjlgarity, 0! these people are

Swaddlers, they are Swaddto-s! The name quickly took, and became-th.!?

badge of opprobrium throogli the kilig-dom oi' Ireland. _^
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ni?xt,TOormng, thought extremely weak, he set

QU|: fbr>JRortarlrngtoit, "leaving," he says, "my persecu-
tors to His mercy, wb.o of persecutors has often made |

, preachers. I pray God, 1 may thus be avenged of

themf?^.
- ^ .

'

^ '.

4g|^ing preached at Portarliifgton, Athlorie, Limep.
'

:

ic||uKl Cork, in the beginning of August, he returned

'-'&$$' had assumed the appellation of Liberty Boys, residing
on the other side of the river: they immediately encounter-,
ed his assailants, determined they would rescue him out of

* "their hands. This they accomplished, aud carried him home
'

in triumph; saying he wasi their swaddling John) for he lived

on,their side of the river, and none should hurt him. Thu$
trod preserved his life, and made both the wrath and ignor-
ance of man to praise him.
At another time, having preached out. of doors after lie

had finished his discourse, a furious mob of the White Boys
beset the bouse into which he had entered, and threatened
to burn it to the ground, if he was permitted to continue in

it. This desperate menace greatly alarmed the inhabitants,
who weje extremely unwilling to gratify their wicked, de-

sire. There was, however, but one way for hia escape, and
that was through a window, 'which opened into a gardenybe-
longing to a justice of the peace, who was himself a bittefr

persecutor of the inethodists; tnrough this window he was
let down in a basket. Here he stood some time in great
consternation, fearing the family would observe him, and

charge him with having broken into their garden for had

purposes, and that thereby both himself and religion might
be injured. At length he ventured to knock at the door;
\asked for the 'squire; and being introduced, ingeniously stated
the circumstances of his distressed situation, which had
-such an effect on the magistrate's mind, that he protected
and entertained him at his house two days in a hospitable
manner. ^

He was sincere in all -his pastoral engagements dee.ply
. impressed with the vast importance of his work, and great-
ly loved by his congregation. The salvation of souls exci->

ted his watchfulness, his prayers, and his zeal; and in his

whole life he,was an epistle of Christ, known and redd of all

men.
'

;g$f
' 1

*.
"'

Governed by a ; disinterested concern for, the peace and

prosperity of the people committed to his charge, he was
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"to England : and whenever the weather was favourable

contjnueci to range, as he termed it,

preaching
with as great earnestness and apparent suc-

s ever. "This spiritual Bunting," says,he, "is

tfu-1 sport, when the heart is in the work!" At
uth, he had th pleasure of seeing officers, sol-

sailors, &c. attending divine worship wittTbecdm-

ing reverence and delight. He enjoyed also delightful
seasons in Exeter, Bristol, Gloucester, &c. &c. and"

cess

deligl

Plvnic

diei-s:.

about

don. ;

By:

pel
and the tabernacle, together with much study and

his health became greatly impaired. Weakened
was by continual vomitings, want of sleep, and

care,

as he

'loss ol

could.

lowah

Sunday." And when disengaged fron^his public ministra-

tions, lie was ever projecting some plan or other for

the advancement of religion : as the erecting of alms-hou-

religious widows, on the ground which surround-les foj

ed'the

They
have|
widow

the middle of October, 1757, returned to Lon-

his unremitted attendance this winter at the cha-

appetite, he, however, still went on as well as he
*'!.am brought now," sa^s he, ''to the short al-

of preaching but once a day, and thrice on a

chapel. "1 have a plan," says he, "for, twelve,

hole expense will be four hundred pounds. I

"ot a prospect of two. I propose allowing each
half a crown a-week. The sacrament

'

money
will more than do. Jfj this be effected, many godly
widows will be provide'd Myand a standing monument
left that the methpdists were not against good works.'?

instani in season, and out of season; reproving, rebuking) and

rig, with all long-suffering and gentleness:

"And as a^bird each fond endearment tries

To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies;
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay,
Allured to brighter worlds, aud led the way."

On; the 17th February, 1785, aged 71, he hid adieu to all

Ws cbanexions in this mortal life, and entered into his
-*

>t. (
^,,
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In a short time he put this plan into execution. Febrk<-

ary *F6,- |7^ th,e foundation of the alms-house .was laid,

and the widows began to be admitted in the June fol-

lowing.* ^
, ---%>

''

'.'
-

His summer circuit this year, he began at Gloucester:

from whence he proceeded to Bristol, and onward to
'

"
"

'
"

' * "

""&&'
'

vi

JIValeSr During his stay in that country, his health was
*much on the decline,; so that he could not sit up in com-

pany, as he had been used to do; and could take but

little food. Yet,; notwithstanding his infirmities, he con-

tinued bis journey through great part of South Wales,
incredible multitudes attending his preaching wherever
he went.

Ini fhe month of. July he set off for Scotland. In his

way he preached at Everton, St. Neot's, Kayso, Bedr

ford, Qulney, Weston, Underwood, Ravenstone, North-

ampton, and Newcastle. Four clergymen lent him
their pulpits. His bodily strength so,

r
.little increased

-by this journey, that he frequently found an inclination

to^uraback, But he , did not think it consistent with

his5^^.;-: ''Through divine strength," says he, "I hope
"to'-'g^fpri^ard.; and shall strive, as much as in me lies,

to di^in^t|ii;glorious work." Yet, through the divine

bte^jjg^li^^ealth was .greatly increased, soon after
'

his ri^r^i|rpm Scotland. From Edinburgh he writes,

August iJ^and 24: "For these four months past I have
been brought so exceedingly Ipw^.-jfjnjany body, that I. was
in hopes every sermon I i>reacMd w

P
Ould waft me to my

wisliied-fbr home. Scotland, I hoped, would finish my
warfar'e; hut it has rather driven me back to sea again.
On Tuesday next, I thought to have moved; but as it is

race-week, and my health is improving, friends advise
me to stay, to stir them up to run with patience the race

? To a gentleman who visited him ir. LcudoB in the year
1768, he pointed out those houses frum the room in which

they sat, acd said,.".these are n;y redoubts. The prayers of
the poor women who reside in them, protect me in mf
house.?'
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that i& set before MS." The-following, account appeared
in the Glasgow Coufant.

^'EDINBURGH, September 14, 1758. Mr. Whitefield's

presence at this time, has been particularly useful to

the Orphan Hospital, for which upwards of two hundred

pounds has been raised from the collection at the doors,
anc seat rents. Before he left Glasgow, he made a cbl-

lec ;ion for the^Glasgow Charitable Highland Society, for

supporting the highland children; a scheme particular-

ly yseful at this time, when so many of their parents
and friends are abroad in America in his majesty's ser-

vice. During his stay here, he has had occasion to

preach three thanksgiving sermons, for the victory of

Crevelt, the taking of Cape Breton, and the late de-

feau of the Russians. By his warm and repeated ex-

hortations to loyalty, and a steady adherence to the

protestant interest on this and all other occasions, it must
DC acknowledged, even in this view, his visit here has

been useful to the community in a civil as well as a re-

ligious light."

Having left Edinburgh, he preached, with his usual

abundant liberty and success, in most of the principal
towns, &c. in the north of England; and about the end
of October, arrived jn London.

I [is affairs in America being in a prosperous state, he
now began to think of going over to Georgia again.
"Blj'ssed be God," says he, "that I can send you word,
a never-failing Providence hath put it into my power

ay off all Bethesda's arrears. I am talking every
of coming over: but how to do it in war time, orday

hov to ^et the chapel and tabernacle supplied, I cannot
as yet be clear in."

Hot being able, it seems, to get over these difficulties,
he spent the winter of 1758, in London; and opened
his spring campaign at Bristol. The month of June he
spent preaching through Gloucestershire and York-

shire; people of all ranks and conditions every where
16
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: flocked, as usual, twice a-day, to hear him:* and

thence he revisited Scotland.

CHAPTER XVII.

From his. arrival at Edinburgh, 1759, to Ms opening the

countess of Huntingdon's chapel at Bath, in the year
^ 1765.

ABOUT the beginning of July, 1759, he came to

Edinburgh. Here, and also at Glasgow, the congrega-
tions were never more numerous or attentive. Yet, he

complains in his letters, "that with respect to the pow-
er Ojf religion, it was a dead time in Scotland, in com-

parison; :,yyith London, and several other parts of Eng-
landi" -During his stay, the sum he collected for the

benefit of the orphan-hospital, amounted to two hun-

dred and fifteen pounds. This year's visit to Scotland

occasioned an Occurrence which redounded much to his

credit, and fully cleared him from the charges of mer-

cenary and sordid motives, brought against him very
unjustly by some of his adversaries.

. . A Miss Hunter, a young lady of considerable fortune,

made him an offer of her whole estate, both money and

lands, amounting to above SEVEN THOUSAND POUNDS,
which he generously refused: and upon his declining to

accept it for himself, she again offered it for the benefit

of the institution in Georgia, which he also absolutely re-

fused. These are facts too well known to be denied.

This winter he continued in London; during which he

iyrote a preface to Dr. Samuel Clarke's bible, and con-

' * "I im growing fa.t; but, as I take it to be a disease, I

bope I shall go home the sooner." Letter
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derabiy enlarged his chapel, which was far too small
contain the congregation.
On the 14th of March, 1760, he collected at Totten-

ham-court chapel and tabernacle, upwards of four
1 undre'd pounds for the relief of the distressed Prus-

sians, who suffered so much from the savage cruelty of
the Russians, at Newmark, Crustin, &c. For this disin-

interested act .of benevolence, he received the thanks
if his Prussian majesty. "-'.*-'.
In the summer of 1760, he travelled through Glbuces-

<

ershire and Wales, and afterwards to Bristol. When
preached at the tabernacle, many more attended than

he place would bold : and in the fields there were sup-
posed to be TEN THOUSAND.

About this time he underwent a new sort of persecu*

ion, which, however, men of the greatest eminence
'lave sometimes experienced, being burlesqued arid ri-

diculed in a manner the most ludicrous and profane, on
the stage of the theatre royal, Drury-lane. Many acts

of violence had been offered to his person, but his ene-
! mies being now convinced, that the law would not per-
mit them longer to proceed that way. -with impunity,

they therefore determined to try the effect of mock|J
ry. For this purpose they got for their tool, Mr. Sam-1

uel Fpote, a man well qualified to act the mimic,- who
having imitated Mr. Whitefield's person and action with

success, and spoke some ludicrous sentences in his man-

ner, was thereby encouraged to write a farce, called the

MINOR, to be performed at Drury-lane. Mr. White-
field takes notice of this in a letter, dated August. 16,
1760. It seems to have taken its rise from the malice

of the play-house people, after they had failed in their

attempt to deter him from preaching at Long Acre cha-

pel j
and even still more exasperated by his building a

chapel of his own in Tottenham-court-road. See a let-

ter to David Garrick, Esq. occasioned by the intended

representation of the. MINOR. This letter was suppo-
sed to have been written by the Rev. Martin Madah.

theatrical piece, by its horrid blasphemy and
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impiety, excited the just indignation of efery serious

person. The impious author, intending to expose Mr.
Whitefield to public contempt, makes no scruple to

treat the very expressions, and sacred doctrines of the

bible, with that profane ridicule, which a sober-minded
Mahomedan would blush at! Or, to put the most fa-

vourable construction upon the matter, he, and the a-

gents employed at the tabernacle and chapel to procure

^aterials, were so shamefully ignorant of the inspired

writings, as not to know, that what they took for Mr.
.Whitefield's peculiar language, was that of the word of
God! However they lost their labour; for by their en-

deavours to lessen the number of his followers, they in-

creased them, and brought thousands more to hear the

gpspel: and thus Providence gave him the Victory over

them, bafllirig all the schemes of the prince of dark-

Here it will not be amiss to insert the following ac-

count from Edinburgh: "Mr. Foote,* being manager of

the Edinburgh theatre, in the winter of 1770, the Mi-
NOR^was acted there. The first night it was pretty full,

-as^people fond of any novelty, were led to it without

Rowing any thing of the nature of the performance.
But such was the public sense of the impurity and inde-

cency of it, when known, that on the second night, only
ten women appeared. When it was acted on Saturday,
November 24, a ^dispute arose among the spectators,
whether it was proper to bring Mr. Whitetield upon the

stage, as he was now
de^id? This, however, was

done, and raised av general indignation in the inhabit-
->

* One evening while 'Fonte was' exhibiting- Mr. Whitefield
to public ridicule in the theatre of Drury-iane, the vener-
able man himself was engaged in preaching at Tottenham-
court chapel. His subject was, "tfiejoys of Heaven" To-
wards the close of his discourse, when his piety, his imagina-
tion, snd his eloquence were on fire, he cried out in the
midst of a melted and enraptured assembly, pointing to the
ieavens, "there, there an ungodlyfoot trampies on the saints
no more."
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Next day several ministers, theJEler,

Dr. Walker, &c. took notice of it in their

dlscou.rses ffjpiip
the pulpit.. Dr. Walker, whose church

was frequented by peopl%of the higher rank, observed
in his lecture upon 2 Cor. v. 14 1, that he

couhii||)
read the 17th verse, if any man be in Christ, he is 'a*ww

creature, without;expressing the just indignation he; felt,

upon hearing, that last night a profane piece of biiffoon-

ery was publicly acted, in which this sacred doctrine is

ridiculed. The Rev. Mr. Baine, of the kirk of relief,

preached a sermon on the occasion, December 2, from
Psalm xciv. 16. Towards the conclusion he says, "how
base and ungrateful is such treatment of the dead! and
that too so very nigh to a family of orphans, the records

of whose hospital will transmit Mr, Whitefield'sj name
to posterity with honour, when the memory q||bthers
will rot! How illiberal such usage of one, whosefisfeason-

able good services for. his king and country, are well

known; and whose indefatigable labours for his beloye^l

Master were countenanced by heaven!" :

May 14, 1760, he preached at Tottenham'CouEt.eha-

pel, from Hosea xi. U,.9; and at the tabernacle infljle

evening, when his text was the last, verse of the^SOth
Psalm. At the former place he collected two, huttdjed
and twenty-two pounds, eight shillings, and

nine;|p^fee;
and at the latter, one hundred and eighty-two pounds,
fifteen shillings, and nine pence, for the distressed pro-
testants in Prussia, Thus it appears that his benevo-
lent disposition led him strictly to observe publiciQccur-
rences: and surely no man more carefully endeavoured
to improve*' them. : ; J

The months of September and October, 1760,~he

spent in travelling and preaching through Yorkshire;
and passed the winter in London^ in his usual manner.

February 13, 1761, being a day appointed for a gen-
eral fast, he preached early , in the morning at the ;ta-

taberriacle, from Exodus xxxiv. 3, &c. and collected one

hundred and twelve pounds. In the forenoon again, at

Uig chapel, from Joel ii. 15. After sermon, the collec-
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tioa,amounted to two hundred and forty-tVfo ^pound's;

and in'the evening he preached at the tabernacle, from

Genesis vii. 1; and cellectetl two hunWed and ten

pounds. These sums, amounting to five "hundred and

f^p|*four pounds, were >

immediately applied to the no-

$e Jurppses for which ^thej were collected! the relief

of the poor afflicted German; protestants, and the un-

happy sufferers by 'fire^ at Boston. Four hundred/pounds'
was "conveyed to the Germans, through the hands of

the Rev. Mr. Ziegenhagen.
-

? "Boston, February 27, 1764. At a "meeting of, the

freeholders and other inhabitants of the town of'Bos-

ton, on Friday last, it was VOTED UNANIMOUSLY, that the

thanks of the town be given to the Rev. George White.-

field, for his charitable care and pains in collecting a

eonsu|erable sum of money in Great Britain, for the dis-

tresseil- sufferers- tiy the great fire in Boston, in 1760;
and a respectable committee' was appointed to wait on

Mr Whitefield, to inform him of the vote, and present
him with a copy thereof."-^Boston Gazette.

^But his bodily health, which had often been very bad,
now grew worse and worse; so that, in Aug. 1761, he was

brought to the very gates bfxleath; ye't, the Lord was

pleased to raise him again. It was happy for him that

hieSfre,quently got the assistance of clergymen from the

country; at this time particularly of the Rev. John

Berridge,* vicar of Everton, Bedfordshire; Fellow of

Clare-hall, Cambridge; and chaplain to thev

right hon.

the earl of Buchan; of whom he Writes, "A new instru-

%'
* This eminently humble, laborious, and highly-honoured

ambassador of the Lord Jesus, was born in J7 16, at Kings-
ton, in Notinghamshire. In the 15th year of his age he was
convinced of the sinfulness of sin, and the necessity of "be-

ing born again, not of fhe will, of man, nor of the will of
the flesh, but of God. S
He was sent to the University of Cambridge in the nine-

teenth year of his age, and In 1749, began his ministry j at

Stapleford, near Cambridge; where he preached regularly
six .years with zeal and faithfulness, but with little success.
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ment 'is rai&ed
!

up dut of Cambridge university : n

beeiKpreaching'Twith great flame^ and like an arfgeTof

the church ihdeecft1' After his recovery, which was ve-

ry gradual,
he was so extremely weak as to be -unable

Inl 55 he was admitted to the yica^age^of Everton,ia Bed-*

fordshire; where he cpntinned till his death.

From his own memorandums, found among his papers
since his decease, it* appears he was a stranger to that faith

whicn^|jurifies,
works by love, and makes Christ all in all.to

tliei believing soul, till the year 1757; and therefore went
about' preaching up the righteousness of the creature^ih-
stea<P6"f the merits and righteousness of Jesus Christ alone,
for acceptance with God. This made it no wonder that his

ministrations were no more blessed to the souls "of others

than] to his .own. In the following year it pleased the Lord
of his infinite mercy to open the eyes of his mind, to see his

error, and make him cry out, "Lord, if I am right keep me.

so; but if I am not make me so; and lead me to the knowl-

edge of the truth as it is in Jesus.

A
"

few days after this, his earnest and constant prayer
granted; he was led by the blessed Spirit to acknowledge?
the i nsufficieney of good works to merit the divine favour,,
and accordingly renounced them, in point of depeudance, as

any wise meritorious in the sight of God. He was taught
the necessity of believing in the Redeemer alone for life

salvatipn, and joyfully received and depended on him as

only Saviour from the wrath to come; agreeable^to the dec^ ;

laratibnofan inspired apostle, Acts iv. 12. "Neither is there
salvation in-any other; for there is none other name under
hea ren

:given among men, whereby we must be saved."
From this time he truly found his preaching was notiia

vain in the Lord; for he hadxmany bright and eminent seals

d'to his ministry, which were his joy in life, and shall

tless be his crown of rejoicing when time shall be no
s. *Among these was the Rev. Mr. Hicks, a clergynaan
rres.tlingworth, about four miles from Everton, who be-

je
a very useful man, and often accompanied him in his

itinerant labours from
spjace to place.

Having so good a Master, he eptered upon his work with

fful steps, and pursued it with the greatest industry.che
Em
Ills

ues

loldened by the success of Mr. Whitefield, he saw it was
"uty to itinerate, or to extend the sphere of his useful-

by becoming a travelling preacher: he did not confine
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t<>4lab'our as formerly; and therefore left London, and

visited Bristol, Exeter, and Plymouth. He now found
himself much better, though not^abje to bear the fa-

tigue of long journeys a'nti frequent preaching, as he

his labours to the
narrow, limits of Everton, but, like the

majestic sun, illumina|ed gap extensive tract of ^country.
His love to mankincpwas ardent: he^-knew the worth of au
immortal soul: he-knew the awful terrors of the Lord; he

knew the emptiness of the present world; he kuew
tj|e

sail-

dy foundation upon which "thousands build; he kmnv the

dangerous devices of satan; he knew the awful precipice
upon upon which the ungodly stand. His bowels-melted
with pity, his .heart yearned to assist^them. He therefore

lieft,no means unattempted to awaken their concern, and

allure them to the Son of od. In his itineracy he would
take the cojunties of Bedford, Cambridge, Essex, Hertford,
and Huntingdon, making the episcopal mandate the invari-

able' rule of his operation, "Go and seek Christ's sheep
wherever th'oii canst find tKem." In this circuit he preach-
ed upon, an ^average from ten to twelve sermons a, week, aud

., frequently- rode a .hundred miles. Nor wre these extrordi-

liary exertions the hasty fruit of intermitting zeal, but were
'' regularly continued during the long succession of more

'ih&nifweniy years,r exemplifying, through the whole of his

^ministerial career, the motto of the late celebrated Dr.

;,4^l|BlSdridgei Dum vivimus vivamus.

?S^||^l|ie first year that he began to preach the gospel, he was;

^'visited, by upwards of a tJiousand different persons under se-,

riobs impressions; and it has been computed, that .under his

own, and" the joint ministry of Mr. Hicks^ about Jourihous'
.and were awakened to a concern about their"souls, in the

', lp%ce of twelve months.
"

:

For ,sej.iral yeai's before Mr. Whitefield died, Mr. Ber-

ridge preached at the Tabernacle and Tottenham-Court

ehapel,aVd continued to do so annually till 1793; he uitended
to have come that year, and, was expected by his numerous
friends 'in London, but instead ofvhis presence they received
the melancholy tidings of his da|h. For some/days pre-
vious to his decease his^strength "anil health had visibly de-

creased, and on Sunday^" 20th January^ he came down into

his "fiarlour ;as usual, but with great difficulty reached his

chamber in the evening. A few hours after he was in bed,
he appeared to be seized with the symptoms of immediate
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usiid to do. X>f this he complains ,in Octoher, 1761: "I

hav.e hot preached a single 'sermon for some weeks.

Last Sunday I spoke a little; but 1 feel its effects ever

since, A sea voyage seems more necessary to me now

dis

ed;

on

solution. His face was contracted and his speech faulter-

and in this situation he continued till about three o'clock

Tuesday afternoon, January 22, when, breathing less and

leJ33,
this champion of the Redeemer calmly entered into

of his Lord, in the 7b'th year of his age. On the

ensjuing Sabbath, his remains' were interred in his own pa-
rish .church-yard. The Rev. Charles Simeon, Fellow of

kkg's college, Cambridge, preached his funeral sermon ,

from 2 Tim* iv. 7,>8. Six neighbouring clergymen attend-
ed to bear his pall. The almost immense concourse of peo-
ph , who assembled fr6m all parts of the country to be pre-
set t at this solemnity, the undissembled grief which was de-

picted upon every countenance, the tears which trickled

do^n every cheek, were a melancholy, bufrexpressive eu-

logium on his character, and should be considered as a just

panegyric on his worth.
N ever man entered upon the work of his Master with

more disinterested- views. His purse was as open as his

heart, though not so large. His ear was ever attentive to

the: tale of woe, his eye was keen to observe the miseries of

ttici poor, the law of kindness was written upon his heart,
ana his hand was always ready to administer relief. The
gains of his vicarage, of his fellowship; and of his patrimo-
nial income, (for his father died very rich,) were appropria-
ted to support his liberality. Houses were rented, lay-

preachers maintained, and bis own travelling expenses dis-

bu;-sed by himself. Cottagers were always gainers by his

company. He invariably left a half-crown for the homely
provisions of the day, and during his itineracy it actually
cost him Jive hundred pound? in

(
tlris single article of expend-

itu^-e.

His mental powers were far from contemptible: he pos-
sessed a strength of understanding a quickness of percep-
tion >a depth of penetration a brilliancy of fancy and a
furd of prompt wit, beyond most men. A vein of innocent

, humour ran through all his public and private discourses.

This softened what some might call the austerity of religion,
an 1 rendered, his company pleasant to people of less serious
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than ever. I now know what nervous disorders are.~-

Blessed be God, that they were contracted in his ser-

service ! I do not repent, though I am frequently tempt-
ed to wish the report of my death had been true, since

my disorder keeps me from my old delightful work of

preaching."
. In a journey this month to Leeds and Newcastle, al-

though he was enabled to feear riding in a post chaise,
he could preach but seldom; and his friends prudently
refrained from pressing him. "I hope, however," says

he, "I am travelling in order to preach." Accordingly
he journeyed slowly to Edinburgh and Glasgow; and

wa% in London till the month of December; when he

-.was much recovered, which he attributed instrumental-

ly to his following the advice and prescriptions of sever-

al eminent physicians in Edinburgh; being convinced,
as he said, "that their directions had been -more bles-

sed than all the medicines and advice he had else-

where."
His health being in a great measure restored, he could

not refrain from his beloved work. And writes from

Bristol, April, 1762: ^"Bristol air agrees with me. I

have been enabled to preach five times this last week,

habit; but what is very singular, it never overcame his gra-

vity.
In learning he was inferior to very few of the most cele-

brated sons of science and literature at the university. His
masculine ability, his uniform sobriety, and long residence
*at college, were favourable to improvement; and so insatia-

ble was his thirst for knowledge, that from his entrance at

Clare-hall, to his acceptance of the vicarage of Everton,
he regularly studied fifteen hours a day. He was as famili-

ar with the learned languages as with his mother tonguie.
None who intimately knew him will consider this as an.

exaggerated history, but will rather join the honest man,
" who told the minister at the close of his funeral sermon in

London, "Sir. I have known good Mr. Berridge above forr

ty years; and after all your commendation, I must say, as

the;queen of Sheba did on another .occasion, the half has

'beeri
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wit iout being hurt. Who knows but I may yet be re-

stored so far as to sound the gospel trumpet for my God!

quietness 1 enjoy here, with daily riding out, seems
one very proper mean."

Notwithstanding his weakness, and shortness of

breath, he still continued preaching four or five times a

week, till the middle of May; and now and then was
.able to "take the field," as he called it^in which exef-

cis i he much delighted. "Mounts," says he, "are the

t pulpits; and the heavens the best sounding boards.

for power equal to. my will! I would fly from pole

be*

o:

to pole, publishing the everlasting gospel of the Son of
God!"

After his return to town, his zealous exertions, in-

creasing cares and labours, affected his spirits; and

brought him low again. He therefore resolved on a

voyage to Holland;* and accordingly set out in the

month of July. The sea air agreed so well with him,

that, finding himself much better, he writes from Nor-^

wich, July 31: "The expedition to Holland, was, I

trust, profitable to myself and others; and, if ever my
usefulness is to be continued at London, I must be pre-

pared for it by a longer itineration both by land and
water. At present, blessed be God, I can preach once
a day; and it would do your heart good to see what an
influence attends the word. All my old times are reviv-

ed again,'
1

,

August 18, he arrived at Edinburgh: from tKence

went to Glasgow; preached at each place alternately

erery day, and at Cambuslang twice, till September 13,
when he returned to England; and rejoiced at the news
of an expected peace, hoping soon to embark for Amer-
ica.

During his stay in England, he was not able to preach
more than once a day, through extreme weakness and

lodily pain. At Leeds, Bristol, and Plymouth, he la-

oured with greater ease and pleasure ;
but of London^

* He preached at Rotterdam four times.



192 MEMOIRS OF THE
- '.

'

be says,- "as affairs are circumstanced, every thing
there tends to weigh me down." Having ^therefore en-

gaged some of his dearest and most intimate friends, to

take upon them the whole care and management of the

affairs of his chapel and tabernacle, with all his other

concerns in England, Be set sail in the month of March,
1763, for Greenock, in Scotland. In this tour he preach-
e3)at Eyerton, Leeds, Aberford, Kippax, and Newcas-
tle: and also was employed iii writing his observations,
&c. in answer to bishop Warburton.

For some weeks after his arrival in Scotland, he re-

gularly pre'ached once a day, but was obliged* by the

return of his former complaint, when at Edinburgh, to

refrain for the most part, for almost six weeks.
At length he embarked the sixth time tor America,

the beginning of June, in the ship Fanny, captain Ar-

chibald Galbraith, bound from Greenock to Virginia;
and arrived there the latter end of August, after a

voyage of twelve weeks. "Thanks to a never-failing

Redeeemer," says he, "I have not been laid by an hour

through sickness, since I came on board. A kind cap-

tain, and a most orderly and quiet ship's company, who

gladly,
attended when I had breath to preach. Scarce

an oath have I heard upon deck, and such a stillness

through the whole ship, both on week days and the

Lord's day, as hath from time to time .surprised me,"
He dated his letters in September, October, and Novem->

ber, from Philadelphia. Though still reduced by weak-:

ness, yet he continued to preach twice a-week. "Here,"

says he,"are some young bright witnesses rising up in the

church. Perhaps I have already conversed with forty
new-creature ministers of various denominations. Six-:

teen popular students, I am credibly informed, were con-

verted in New Jersey college last year. What an open
door, if I had strength! Last Tuesday we had a re-

markable season amo/ig the Lutherans; children and

grown people were much impressed." :

It was his earnest wish to go immediately to Geor-

gia, but was absolutely dissuaded by his physicians, till
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lit: recovered his.strength. In the latter end of Novem-
ber, hci le^Philadefphia and Went to Wew York, preach-
in v several times by the way; at the College New Jer-

sey, and also at Elizabeth town, with much approba-
tion and success. His spirits now revived, so that he wai
ec abled to preach three times a week. During his stay
at/New Yotk, in the winter, he write*a: "Prejudice^*I

' ' , V

this .place .have most strongly subsided* The
sort flock, as eagerly as the common peo^e, and are
fdud of coming for private gospel conversation. Con-

gregations continue very large, and, i trust, saving inv

Cessions made on many.'* This appears by the fol-

io wing accojiht taken from the Boston Gazette. -

"NEW YoRit, January 23, 1754. The Rev. Georg^
has spent seven weeks with .us, ipreaching

twice!

a. week with more general "approbation than ever:
and has beett treated witti greatr respect by many of

the gentlemen and merchants of thfe place, During
his stay, he preached two charity ;sertoons, the one on
She occasion of thet annual collection, for the poor, in

if.yph double the sum was collected
.< that ever was up-

brifthte like occasion; the otheru^was for the benefit p^
Mr. Wheelock's Indian school at Lebanon, in NewEng-

nd, for which he collected, notwithstanding the pre-
nt prejudices of many people against the Indians, the

sim of one hundred and twenty pounds. In his last

sermon, he took a very affectionate leave of the people
<6J' this cityj who (expressed great concern at his depar-
ture. May God restore this great and good man, in

Nyhorn the gentleman, the' Christian, and accomplished
orator, shine forth with such peculiar lustre, to a per-
fect sfote of health, and continue him long a blessing to

tl\e world, and the church of Christ!"

Having left New York, he .preached at East |fanap^
'

tdribridge, Hampton, and South Hold, in Long Island, at
lelter Island, and at New London^ Norwicfif and^Brii-

dence on the main land, in his way to Boston, where
the latter end of? February^ 17d4j a<la

it

1

se
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"was welcomed by- many witfr great afEection. Biit, a$

the small-pox Was - spreading through the town, he

preached for some time in the parts adjacent. ^ At New-
feury in particular, a divine power /attended "the word

preached. From Concord, he writes, to his friend Mr.
: "How would you have been delighted to have

n Mr. Wheelqck's Indians! Such a promising nurse-

ry'of future missionaries, 1 believe, was never seen in

New England before; Pray encourage ft with all your
might. I also wish you would give some useful puri-
tanical books to Harvard college library, lately burnt-

down." The estimation in which he was, held by the

fentlemen
of Harvard college, will be best seen by the

)llowing:~ ,,,v

"At a meeting of the president and fellows of Harvard

college, August 22j 1768, the Rev. Greorge Whitefield,

haivihg, in addition to his former kindness to Harvard

coliege, lately jpresented
to the Hbrary a new edition of

his journalsj^k'nd "having procured large benefactions

from several t>e
:

nevblent and [respectable gentlemen,
VOTED that tht thinks of the corporation be given to

the Rev; Mr. Whitetieldj for these instances pf caiidoir

and geherosity.'
3 ;

PRESENT/"''-'
.

~

>'

THE PRESIDENT^ - DR. ELLIOT,
Bfa. APPLE-TON, DR. COOPER,
MB. PROFESSOR WINTHROP, TREASURER HUBBARD.

(A true Copy,) Per E. HOLYOKE, President.

In the month of April his disorder returned ;
but not

So violent as to prevent him long from preaching, and
the Bostonians flocked with great eagerness to hear
him. He l^ft Boston in order to proceed immediately
to the southward, but messengers were sent after him to

persuade him to return. '

June 1, 1764, he writes:- ^*'Friends have even con-
et rained fife to stay here, for fear of running;

into the
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summers.heat. Hitherto I find the benefit of it. What-
ever it is b

fwing to, through mercy, I am much better in

health than 1 was at this time twelve months, .and can
each, thrice, a week to very large auditories, without

hikrt ;
and every day I hear of some brought under con-

cern. This is all of grace!"
,

I He again left Boston, to the great grief of his friends,
alter a sorrowful parting, and came back to New York":

and from thence his letters are dated from June till the

e'ad of August. "At present," says he, "my health is

i|etter:tiian usual, and as yet I have felt no inconveni-

ijce from the summer's-- heat. I have preached twice

lately in the fields, and we sat under the blessed Re-
el zemer^ shadow with great delight. My late excursipns.

upon Long Island, 1 trust, have been blessed. It would

surprise you to see. above on.e hundred carriages at ev-

ery sermon'in the new world!" ..
-

\

i

-/-. u
'

.

"
- - '-,:

'

i
, .

'

^

;
He spent the mqnth of September and October. at

Philadelphia, where the provost of the .college read

praj'ers for him. Both the present and late governor,
yijth the principal gentlemen ..of the cjly? attended. He
received the thanks of the trustees, for' speaking for

the charity children, and recommending the institution.

! Leaving Philadelphia, he continued his journey^south-

ward through Virginia; and November 22, from' New
I ruioswick, in Carolina, he ^writes thus : '^At Newb'urn,
List Sunday, good impressions were made. Froni that

j lace to this, I have met with what they call New
Lights.* Almost every stage I have the name of six

or eight- of their preachers. This with every other

[lace being opeti and exceedingly desirous to hear the

g qspel, jmakes me almost determined to come backj^a)
1-

Ij in^the . spring.". Having preached at Gharleston,
le once more arrived at Savannah, and had the happi-

re^s to find the state of the -colony as prosperous as he
(;6urd wish. "The colony," says he, "is rising fast; no-

hing but plenty ^at Bethesdaj and all arrears, I trust,

* A naniie given' to the methodi&ts.
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will be paid off befo.re I leave it: so that in a short time
1 hope to be freed from these outward incumbrances."

And he was not disappointed in his expectations. Be
writes, "Bethesda, January 14, 1765'. God hath given
me great favour in the sight of the governor, council,
and assembly. A' memorial was presented for an addi-

tional grant of'land, consisting of two thousand acres.

It was immediately cdnaplied with. Both houses ad-

dressed the governor in behalf of the intended college.
As warm an answer was given. Every heart seemed to

leap for ]joy
at the prospect of its future utility."

Again, "Betbesda, February 13. Yesterday mornihg,
"the governor, and lord I. A. G ^n,_with several

other gentlemen, favoured me with their company to

breakfast. But how was my lord surprised and delight-
ed'. After expressing himself in the strongest terms,
he took me aside, and informed me, that the governor
had; shewed him the accounts, by which he found what
a great benefactor T had been; that the intended .college'
would be of the utmost utility to Georgia, and the

neighbouring provinces: that the plan was beautiful,

rational, and practicable; and that he was persuaded
his majesty would highly approve of, and also favour

it' witpsome peculiar iharks of his royal bounty." He
adds, in the same letter, "Now, farewell, my beloved

Bethesda; surely the most delightful place in all the

"southern parts of America. What a blessed winter

have I had ! Peace, and love, and harmony, and plenty, ,

reign here! ]\Ir. Wright hath done -much in a little

time: all are surprised at it; but he hath worked night

rind^ day, and not stirred a mile for many weeks.
Thanks be to God, all outward things are settled on this

, side: the water. The auditing the accounts, and laying
the foundation fora college, hath silenced enemies, and

cpmforted friends. The tinishing thjs afiair cohfkms
nay call to England at 1 this time."

Having left Bethesda in such
_ comfortable circunKtan-

ces, he determined, on the 18th of
February, to delay

Uis intended journey to the northward, judging it best
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sail immediately..-for England, to settle $e college
affairs. However, he spent part of the month of March
at . Charleston, andythen taking an affectionate fare-

Weil, proceeded towards Phila'delphia, preaching at ma-

Uy placesi

Ify
the \yay, especially at Newcastle, He

fe'jry'si' "allTalbngf from Charleston to this place, the cryT v * ; . .,: ,. j
- -.-. -; O

: .=-.._. .-. .
. i.

, .-... . ..
-. ..- ..,.,-,. . . *- 7

.- /

is, for Christ's sake stay and preach to us;,. O for a
thousand lives to spend for Jesus!"

There being no vessel at Philadelphia, bound for

England, he sailed for New York, in the Earl of Hali-

fax packet, and once more landed in England, July 5,-
]J765. He writes,

uwe have had but a twenty-eight

days passage. The transition hath been so sudden that

1 "can scarce believe I am in England. I hbpe,%re
long, to have a more sudden transition into a better

country.!' When he arrived he was very ill of a ner-

vous fever; which left him extremely weak in body,
and prevented him from exerting himself as he used to

do. Yet, far from being discouraged, he continued to

o all the good he could, being in expectation of soon
t

c htering into his eternal rest. "O, to end life well!" says
'

Ee, "methinksl have now but one river to pass over.

And we^know of One that can carry us over without

'being ankle deep." ^
!

f&
x On the 6th of October, he was called to open the

icountess of Huntingdon's chapel at Bath. His text wa8
Cor. vi. 16. He says, "the chapel is, extremely pfein,

nd yet equally grand^-a beautiful original all was

|[ ^!< onducted with great solemnity. Though a very wet

"ttitay, the place was very full. I preached in the morn-
*

^ng-4he Rev.JMr. Tpwnsend, of Pewsey, ir
iU ~ ""

.
. 17* .

-
. .

.

-
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From Kisfopening; lady Huntingdons chapel at Bath) to

embarkingfdr America, in 0e year 1769. /

. . --- v .

"

WHITEFIELB made *ut a short stay at Bath,,
and re.turned to London. January 18, 1756, he writes
to a friend at Sheerness :-r-"I am sorry to acquaint you,
that it is not in my power to comply with your request,
for want of more assistance. I am confined ip town;

%wth the care of two important posts, vtfhen I am only
fit to be put in the garrison among invalids." Early in

the spring he was awhile relieved; for he was in the

month of March at Bath and Bristol.
1 He writes March 17, "'the uncertainty of my motions

has made me slow in writing; and a desire to be awhile
free from London cares, hath made me indifferent about

frequept hearing ffom thence. Last Friday evening^
and twice yesterday, I preached at Bath, to very throng-
ed and brilliant auditories;" A cause of much joy to

him abput this time, wasv^he repeal of the stamp act j

for he -JSad the colonial interest always at heart, and he

ardently wished for the restoration of^peabe and tran-

quility to his beloved country. We find in his letter^

book, the following, memorandum '."March 16, 1766,
stamp act repealed '.-gloria Deo."

The celebrated Indian ministers, Mr Occum* and
...... -

,
i

*ijjtf-
O<3cum was one of the Mohegan tribe of Indiana;

id Connecticut, North America. He was admitted into the'

Rev. Mr. Wheelock^ 'school, at Lebanon, when a yojith,
where he learned Latin and Greek, with a view to the ex-
ercise of his ministry among the Indians. He married an
Indian woman, by whom he had seven or eight children; and
kept a school on Long Island, where bis wife and family til-

led the ground.
He was ordained a preacher by the Suffolk presbytery j
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Mir, ;Whitaker, now arrived from America, in
;
0rder tp

raise subscrifitions for Mr.- Wheelock's Indian slchool.^

That pious institution Mf. Whiteltielct -

rn^ch approved j
1

concerning which, in a letter, dated Jjondon, April
he writes, "the prospect of a. ,l.arge atid effectual

r openeji apaong-tne heatbe;nvb1essed be God, is ve-

romising. Mr. Occutp is a settled, humble chris-

: thes goo$ and great,.with a multitude of lower de*

grei, heard him preach last week at Tottenhamrcourt
cha pel, and felt much of the power and presence of the

Lojrl. Mr. Romaine hath preached and collected 100,' "

1 ". T 1 *
"

f * . m l
t. - "-.."

I believe seven, or eight hundred more are subscri-

The truly noble lord Dartmouth espouses thj|f
e most heartily, and his majesty is become a con-

tor. The King Of kings, and kord of lords,
willl bless them for it." Mr. Occum and Mr. Whitaker
catiae afterwards to Scotland, and procured very large
contributions in the cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow;
bivi especially from the family of Mr. Sprewell of Glas-

and from the Rev. Mr. M'Cqlioch'j at Cambus.-

19, we find him ^t Collam, near Bristol,

whence he writes :-^c'As , my feverish heat continues,;
the weather is too wet to travel, I have complied-and

wit

wel

,
-at six in" the morning, I have been enabled to

souls to come and $rink of the water gjflijfafreely*

evening-, God willing, the call is to be r4^

and again on Sunday."
Exom ollam he returned to London,f from whict
-I

.

/r I

sx

*

the advice of friends, and have commenced a hot*

wate*r drinker twice a day. llowever, twice thiiB

was s.ent on a mission to th^ Oneida Indians, one of

, and afterwards to several other tribes.

It appears frpqi accounts afterwards published, (hat th.ey
A. _ 3 JL\. _ '

J.
'

. 'f'fi.ci'AfiA'PI-^fJ
<*lilecteel the great suni ojf jg9494 7s.. Id

About this time Mr. Whit0field became acquainted vritJi

faithful servant of Jesus, the Rev. ToriaLJoss. Mr->
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place he writes, September 25: "Many in this, metrop-
olis seem to, be .on

t
the wing for God : the phout of a king

is jet heard in the methodist caimpr Had 1 wings, I

would gladly fly from pole to pole,- but they are clipped

Joss was a native of Scotland.
" He was born September

29, 1731, at a small village on the sea-coast, about twenty
miles nortb of Aberdeen. Mr. Joss was of a very mild dis-

position, and ratbjer inclined to serious subjects; Jaut these

being discouraged at home, he bid his bible out of the house,
and embraced every opportunity of consuliing it as the

guide.pf his youth. As, soon as his age would admit, he was

placed out to a maritime.employment. This was a habit of

life; not very favourable
1

to religious improvement; ;but that

t*M wbo sitteth upon the floods "can," as Mi\ Whitefield
said of him and "the celebrated captain Scott, afterwards
the Bey. Jonathan Scott, "bring

1

.
a shark from the oceanj and

a.lion from the forest, audform themjor him&elflo
/shew forth

'
'

. . -
.

.

,

. The yessel he .was in jbeing taken by the.enemy , he -was-

carried ,to. a foreign prison, where he suffered extremely;.
Qn bis return, in the year 1 74^ a date rendered memorable
in the British annals by the total suppression of t^e Scotch

rebellion, he was led by curiosity to view the royal and re-

bel armies. Here he was impressed, and sent on board a

king's, ship, stationed OH that coast, to co-operate with the
,

land forces. .. ,

; ;Affer some time he,;made his escape, and travelling:to
Sunderland, bound himself .in articles of apprenticeship to

a\;paptain of a coasting yessel, belonging to Robin HoodV
. Biay, near Wbitijy', in Tfbrkshire. It does not appear. thaif
his inorals.were injured by the vicissitudes he had alreiady:
witnessed; ribr Was it till after this period that he gave eyiyi
dent signs of conversion to God. He was, however, eage^a
to .^obtain useful learning; and during the winter months,
when the vessels were laid by, regularly attended at school,
to acquire a scientific, knowledge of his profession.

By a series of^|be most singular providences, the gospel
was brought to 'Robin -Hood's -Bay. Many people heard it

with attention; and some believed to the saving of their

souls/ Mr. Wesley, 'on hearing this .circumstance, went,
and soon established a society- in.the town. Mr. Joss had,

previous to this, begun to pray and exhort; and was greatly

encouraged by JVfr. Wesley to proceed. He" now joined
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"*
i '-'.' - -< " : fc

by! thirty years feeble labours. Twice or thrice a week
1 am'permitted to ascend my gospel throne. - The -love

Christ, I am persuadedz
will constrain you to pray

t the last glimmering of a -expiring taper may he

i

:

newly formed society , and though not an arminian in

sentiment, ;

\vias
r

'

ever afte'rwards admitted to the pulpits be-

longing to that people; ^

^ v
;,'

"

life was now
abojiit eighteen years of age, and became ex*

j --,-. ... '--
jealous. He carried the savour of his Master's

by
B;

gf

sn

., a'r

'6t'

el

th'

naine on board, where sonie
r

heard, and others ' mock-
ed. Waxing strong in ^he grace that is in Christ Jesus, he
sought every occasion to teach and, preach in the seyeral
haiibours where his vessel lay'. His .first public sermon was
delivered at Boston, in Lincolnshire, where God was with
hiin-of .a truth.

Mr. Joss was appointed to the command, of a ship,
lie immediately set up regular Avorship. As often as the
weather would permit, he preached regularly to- his crew";

and before he left the sea, he had a number of the sailors

who could publicly pray and exhort.

Having a flattering prospect of succeeding in life, he was
rried on Christmas day, 1755, to Miss Moorsom, ofWhit-
after a mutual and intimate attachment of ten years.
Mrs. Joss he had eleven children, only two of whoni, to-

her with his mournful widow, survive him.
VI r. Joss now looked forward to that period when he
uld realize a genteel fortune for his growing family.. Ijut
:unes dependent upon the caprice of wind or weather, ai&

when they stand in the way of ministerial duty,
a precarious tenure. While he commanded the shipsrof
er proprietors, he never experienced the least disaster;
wheu he became a joint owner, he witnessed nothing

e. "'In, his fourth voyage to London, ^he vessel was lost at

Npre, and he and his crew were with difficiil fy^ saved .

then went down to Berwick, fo superintend the-buil^-

ing of one considerably larger. During his residence at
i\ is port, he preached to crowds with great acceptance and
success. When the ship was finished and laden, the pqor
people began 'to regret the prospect of his, departure. The
wind was fair, and the next tide he intended to sail; but the
n 3xt morning it became foul, and 'detained him five weeks
longer than; he intended. After he had sailed, f gentleman

Berwick, unknown to Mr. Joss, wrote to en actjuaiBt;
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blessed to the^guiding of many wandering sopls to4he
Lamb of God,"

c

, , /~--
In. the month of November* this year, he visited Bath

and Bristol. At the latter city, he had very numerous

an,ce,,of.Mr. Whitefie,ld in London, saying what' a wonder-
ful preache^they had been favoured, with for nine months.
He'mentioh'ed-when he supposed the vessel .would be in the

Thames. Her uame'was the Hartley Trader, but the other

coasting crews called her the Pulpit. ," Mr. Whitefield, who
* had seen the above letter, and had heard that the ship had

come to her moorings, published, without the knowledge of

Mr. Joss, that a captain would preach on Saturday evening.
Being.found on board, he was apprised of the circumstance,
and refused to .comply; but

.
the messenger resolved not to

go on shore till he consented. The services of this and the

ensuing- evening, were so gratifying to Mr. Whitefield, that

he immediately requested him to leave the sea, and labour

ia 'the" tabernacle connexion. To these solicitations he
turned a deaf ear; and nothing short of a speaking Provi-

dence could ever have prevailed. -
;

This was bis first voyage, and in it he lost his main anchor.

On_his next return to London,, he preached frequently at
the tabernacle, and was greatly attended. Mr. Whitefield

renewed his application he declined. - In this voyage he
lost one of his crew, a promising youth, who was drowned.
On his third voyage to London, his congregations were- pro-
digiously crowded; and Mr. Whitefield pressed on him the

duty of leaving a maratime employment, and being devoted

wholly to the ministry. Mr.,Joss had onboard a^younger
brother, a pious man, who was very dear to him on many ac-

counts, and though't if ever he should change his viewsyit
would be a good situation for him. He was so far prevailed
on, as to send his brother, this trip, while he supplied the ta-

bernacle; but lo! ingoing down the river, his brother fell
1 over the side of the ship, and was drowned.' Mr. White-

field^hen addressed him in a solemn manner, saying, "Sir,
-

all tbelse disasters are the fruit of your disobedience; and,
J*etjme tell you, if you" refuse to hearken to the call of God,
'-both you a'nd your ship will soon go to the bottom!" Over-
come by the voice of Providence, he yielded; and, on 'his

fourth voyage, quitted the compass", the chart, and the ocean,
for the service of the sanctuary.

'

This was late in the year
1786. Immediately he entered into close conimuriion with
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arid respectable auditories, (notwithstanding the weath-

er! was extremely bad,) and administered the sacrament;
arid at Bath he never remembered so large an assembly
of nobility arid persons of distinction attending hit

preaching before.

Abqut the latter end of November, he again return-

to London; and in a letter, dated December 15, says,ed

"i

sh
!

boars were not altogether vain in the Lord."
n January, 1767, he wrote a recommendatory pre-
:e to a new edition of the works of Bishop Biinyan, as

he

M:

sej

nb
tlii

on

have been itinerating at Bristol, Bath} , Gloucester-

re, and at Oxford, and humbly hope my feeble la?-

used to call him; which is published in his tracts in

. Whitefield, who, to the day of his death, continued to

his affection, and intrusted him with his confidence,
n this change of situation he could not have been actua-

ted, by motives of a pecuniary, nature; for his prospects in

de were by far morejlattering than in the ministry. His
mons,inthe former years of his^Tesidence in town, were'

only: attended by large auditories, .but with energy to
conversion of ma'ny souls; nor did God leky^hijnjj
many witnesses to the close of his

Hu generally spent four or five ^months ,in thev^ati^^^if;?'.'

London, for the purpose of itinerating. In ihi^^eriod
fh1efeA:

re rularly visited South Wales, Gloucestershire, Bristol ta-

beriiacile, and occasionally other parts of the kingdom. In

Sdmbrokeshire,^ the Welsh followed him in multitude*;

a|i
d, on the Lord's day, would travel from one to twenty

miles round Haverfor'dwes't to hear him. To not a few of*

these he became a spiritual father; and, indeed, wherever
he exercised his talets, though but a few weeks, he left

spme seals of his apbstleship behind * ;

I
Mr. Joss died of a fever,; 'after a few days illness, on the

ITth-of April, 1797, in the 66th year of his age. \ During
his illness, he^.enjoyed a solid peace;, and the Lord Jesrus,..~ t

indulged him^with a peculiar manifestation of his gracious /
piesence! Some of his last worfls were, "Into thy hands I.

commit my soul! O the preciousness of faith! I have finish-

etl my course! My pilgrimage is at an end! O, thou Friend

sinners, take thy poor old friend home!" The 'lastwrord

?was heard to speak was, "Archangels!" In a few min-
es after, he lifted up both his bauds, and smiled, and died;



he was dted td opiin lady

tingdon's new chapei at Briglfrihelmstone in

i^fien le_preached on 2 Pfeteriii. 18i

/After an excursion 16 Norwhch, in April j 1767, he

,writes thus: "1 fear my spring and summer fever is

returning. Jf so, nYy intended plan ,of operations will

btetnuch contracted. But future things belong to. Him
who. orders all thing* well;" Yet (to our astonishment)
the very next monthj we find he preached at Rodbo^

tough* Gloucester, Haverfordwest in Wales
;

from
which place he writes^ May 31: "Thousands and thous-

ands attend by eight in the morning. Life and light
'seem to fly all around. On Tuesday, God willing, 1 am
to preach at 'Woodstock

j
bn Friday, at Pembroke; here

again next SUndaj' by eight; and then for England,"
And after his return to Gloucester, June 10, "blessed be

God," says he, "I have got on this side the Welch moun-
tains, Blessed be God^ 1 have been on the other side.

What a scene last Sunday! What aery for more of the

bread of life! But I was quite worn down."

.^September 11, he arrived at Leeds, after preaching

ajt^|rorthaaipton
and Sheffield on his way. And Septem-

^l^&^fee' writes from Newcastle, in high spirits i-^-"!

have now a blessed methodist field-street preaching plan
'before me. This afternobn in the Castle Garth

; tb-mor-
towfor SundeHand, then to Yarmouth. &c. &C.-T-! have

.Mr. Joss w^s between thirty and forty years a faithJFul

"preacher of the everlasting jjdsjpel;

Thus liv'fl and flied, this servant of the Lord;
A painful i faithful preacher of his word;
ilipen'd in age, and steadfast in the faith,

Joyful he sunk ittto the arms of death:
His soul upmounted to the realms.of 9ay:
3Let the dark tomb awhile retain his clay,
Which with immortal blooming joys shall risfe

When the last trumpet shakes the vaulted skiesi

in We Etoaiigetical -iMa-
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enabled to preach in the street at several places, and
ho ?e to go to Gesborough", Whitby, Scarborough, New

EV. GEORGE W.HITEFIELB.

ilton, York, Leeds, Liverpool, Chester, Manchester,
."Again, frpm Thirck,, September, 28: "My body
ls fnuch fatigued in travelling -comforts 'in the soul

erbalance;" And Leeds, October 3: "Field and
eet preaching hath rather bettered^ than hurt my bo-

M^

4
7

sfi

i The negociations about the intended college at Be-
th Bsda were this winter brought to an 'issue. ,/A memo-
rial, addressed to his majesty, was put into the liands of
the clerk of the privy council, setting fojth |he' great
utility of a college in that place, to the inhabitants of
the southern provinces; and praying that a charter might

granted upon the plan of the college at New Jersey,
"is memorial was transmitted by the clerk, of the pri-
xouncil to the Jord president, and-by his lordship

referred the archbishop of Canterbury, to whom also a

Ndraft of an intended charter was presented by the earl

pi'.' Dartmouth. 'Upon which an epistolary correspond-*
ence ensued between the archbishop and Mr. White-

fiildjvthe consequence of which was, that his^grice
give the draft of the charter to the lord

presideli|^who
promised he would consider it; and gave it as his, opin-

ion, that "the head of the college ought to be a member
of the church of England; that this was a qualification
not to be dispensed with; and also that the public pray-
ehl, should not be extempore ones, but the liturgy of the

church, or'aome other settled and established form."--^

Mr. Whitefield replied, that these restrictions he could

not agree to, because the greatest part of the collections

land contributions for the orphan house, came from pro-
iestant dissenters; and because he had constantly declar-

|<4, that the intended college should be founded upon a
iliroad bottom, and no other. "This," says he, "I judged
Ivjyas sufficiently warranted to do, from the known,
:long established, mild, and uncoercive genius of the
i] British government; also from your grace's moderatioa
bward protestant dissenters; from the unconquerable

18
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attachment of the Americans to toleration principles,
as well as from the avowed, habitual feelings of my e-wa

Heart.

**This being the case, and as your grace, by your si-

lence, seems to be like minded with the lord president;
and as your grace's and his lordship's influence will un-

doubtedly extend itself to others, I would beg leave, af-

ter ~retartii.rig all due acknowledgements, to inform your

graefe that 1 intend troubling your grace arid his lordship

ndynri0rejab6ut this so long depending concern. As it

the great Head of the church in some de-

my bodily strength, I purpose now to re-
'

mlyijleeble efforts, and turn the charity into a more
. .

.

.ft'.^'f-ti^x.-K'-

' ' J

generous^ and, consequently, into a more useful channel.

1 have no ambition to be looked upon as the founder of

a college j but- 1 would fain act the part of an honest

man, a disinterested minister of Jesus Christ, and a
.true catholic, moderate presbyter of the church of Eng-
land^

* He now determined, (upon mature deliberation)^!!

thejmean time, on the addition of a private academy to

ouse, similar to what was done at Philadel-

its college charter was granted ; and to em
first favourable opportunity that might offer,

of-mailing another application for a charter on a broad

.bottom. The steps he took in this affair, are more

fuiiy narrated, than the limits of our pres^pt plan woujid
admit, in a letter to governor Wright. m"a letter t^m?
>intimate friend, Mr. Keen, he complains, "J^one butSO^
knows what a concern is upon me now in respect to

Bethesda, As another voyage, perhaps, may be the is-

sue andx result of all at lust^ 1 would beg you and my
dear Mr. H-^*^- ^y to let me have all my papers and

letters, that I may revise and dispose of them in. a pro-

per manner. This can do no hurt, come life or come
death."

October 28, he preached at the tabernacle, to the so-

ciety for promoting religious knowledge' among the poor:
and. collected, after sermon, upward*- of one hundred
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above four times as much as usual;- and besides
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gained eighty new subscribers. His text was
2.! Thy kingdom come. Ths place was ,so full thiat /ma-

ny went away who could not get in. Several dissent-

ing' ministers of different denominations were present,

perhaps more than ever before attended to hear a cler*

gy nfian of the established church preach. He after-

wjsrds dined at Draper-s hall, with the ministers and
whole company, who treated him with great respect. >

i time was spent in the utmost harmony ; wh|ch gave
much pleasure jn reflection.

arly in the year 1768, six pious students' were ex-

pellled from St. Edmund hall, in Oxford, for'praying,

rejading, singing hymns, and exhorting each other in

vate and religious meetings !

{

The following is an extract of a letter from Oxford,
in serted in the St. James's Chronicle for Thursday,
March 17,1768:

I

"On Friday last, March 9, 1768, six students belong-

ing to Edmund hall were expelled the university, after

an hearing of several hours before Mr. Vice Chancel-
lor and some of the heads ef housesj for holding meth-

o|c
istical tenets, and taking upon them to

pray^.rja^d,
and expound the scriptures, and sing hymns in

p^rjyate
houses. The principal of the college, the RevT"I)r.

ixon, defended their doctrines from the thirty-nine ar-

cles of the, established church, and spoke in the high-.

||tef
ms of

1J
m<e~ piety and exemplariness of their li ves ;

blltlhis mc|ion was overruled, and sentence pronounced
against them.* Dr. Dixon observed, that as these six

entlemen were expelled for having too much religion,
would be very proper to inquire into the conduct of

s>ine who had too little; and Mr,. Vice Chancellor was
heard to tell their chief accuser, that the university
Vas much obliged to him for his good work;
"The 'foliowing- are the names of the young men,
ith the names of those who' passed sentence^ on them.

"* What is, one Methodist amongst a host of divinesl"
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The sentence ^wjas pronounced^ in the chapel. Jame
Matthews, iThpmas Jones, Joseph Shipman, Benjamin
JCay, Erasmus Middleton, and Thomas Grove. "For the

crimes above mentioned, we, I),avid , Durell, D. D.
vice .chancellor of the university^ and visitor of the

hall; Thomas Randolph, D. D/ president of C. C. C.;
Thomas Fothergill, D. D. Provost of Queen's college;
Thomas.-Newel, P. D. principal of St. Mary's- hally and
the Rev. Thomas Atterbury, A. M. of Christ church, se-

nior proctor, deem each of them worthy o,f being ;^x-

pelled ti^hall; I, therefore, by my yisitorial power,
herejt^pronounce (hem expelled,"* ' "

*
,Thiifeyten,t occasioned a long and unpleasant controver-

sy, in which Dr. Nowell and Sir Richard Hill, Bart, were

principal combatants. The apelogy offered by -the friends

of the expulsion was, that the "young men had broken the

Statutes of the university, which could have been pleaded
with a better grace, had the same zeal for discipline appear-
ed in the expulsion of a few young men for swearing, gaming,

*- and intoxication, which were certainly not less irregular-
ities than extemporary praying, singing hymns, and expound-

. ing, s
tiie .scriptures. The issue exposed the university to a

1 of ridicule, particularly in the *'Shaver, a ser-
' '

was written by the late Rev. Johii M^aegow-
not only very popular at the time, but has gone

through twenty editions. Dr. Horne, bishop of Norwich,
also wrote in defence of the students.-

> According:to the Rev. Dr, Nowell's learned answer to Sir

Richard, Hill, it is evidently much more saftvand less impious,
to ridicule the miracles pf Moses and of Christ, .than to.pYay
in private houses without book. The eloquent orator of the

university gives a full account of the ease of Mr.W 11 ng,
a friend of his oratorshjp's,, who was charged upon oath with

", the above . said contempt of the scripture, and ridicule- of

y; jthe miracles of Moseys and Christ. The proofs were so

point blank against the said Rev. Mr. W-r-lWng, that his

reverejaee could not deny the charge, Well then, what
was'ltlfe-issue'J Was lte\expelled? No,,he was not. Jftue-

jry; why: was he not expijelledl Answer; his reverence plead-
ed his being drunk wh^n he uttered those cohtemptful

: words
= agains0the-miracles^ofMoses and Christ, i.e. The cANioi-

tpATE for holy orders WAS DRUAK when ftje ridiculed revealed
'''

**-*:. -.
*

;-& -
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Upomthis occasion Mr. Whitefield wrote, his letter to

r. Durell, vice chancellor of the university ;
in which

he observes, that "however criminal the singing of

hymns in an university might be deemed, the same

practice in a camp was not thought reprehensibleihy a
noble general. The late duke of Cumberland, who*
fahen in Germany, happened one evening to hear the
sound of voices from a cave at a little distance, asked

t|e
sentinel what noise it was? He was answered

$
that

iff was some
f
devout soldiers, who were singing hymns.

Instead of citing them to appear before their officers;,

6 rdering them to the halberts to be whipped, or com-

wianding them to be drummed out of the regiment, he

pleasantly said, 'are they so? Let them go on then,
aid be as merry as they can.' In this he acted wisely,
for he knew, and found by repeated experience, as did
o;her commanding officers, that singing and praying, in

these private societies, did not hinder, but rather fitted

and animated-these pious soldiers to fight their" country's
battles in the field; and it may be presumed, that if

these students had not been expelled for singing hymns,
,iS;c. they certainly would not have been less, but, in all

probability, much better prepared for handlings;-the

sivord of the Spirit, the word of God, and fighting therje-

With, either from the press or the pulpit, the battles of
1 3e Lord of Hosts."

, In the summer he went the last time to Edinburgh ;>

j
-.

'.""..
-r ligion; and yet he got into orders; and yet he continues a.

member of the university! . -

|

'

In the same affair, related by the Rev. Dr., Durell, it is

flain that private religious assemblies, alias
conventicles,

are iri much less esteem at Oxford than tap-houses andjtav-
ic rns; for the six methodists were expelled for praying in a

onventicle,;but the Rev. Mr. W 11 -ng could get e?run# in

t, tap-house,^'and yet continues a member of the university.
JNor can this be .denied, unless the public orator should eat
Ilia words; otherwise shew from good and authentic ;-~-J -

|t hat members of that learned body do
"

ak within their own peculiar <"

fihaver, page 1 9, 20.
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and there the congrggatidns were' as large, -attentive,

and affectionate as ever!

S$qn
r
aft*Mkhis return to London, Mrs. Whitefield fell

iirlfei inffalhi^atorjpfe'ver,
and died on the 9th of Au-

gjSft| On the 14th. he
f

preached her funeral sermon from
Romans viii. 20, and September l, he writes: "I have
Been in hopes of my own departure. Through hard

riding and frequent preaching, I have burst a vein. The
flux is in a great measure stopped : but rest and quiet-
ness are strictly enjoined. We were favoured with glo-
rious gospel gales this day fortnight, and several' pre-

ceding days."
-

In his memorandums-book he wrote as follows: ^Au-

gust 24,. 1768, opened good lady Huntingdon^ chapel
and college in the parish of Falgarth, Brecknockshire,
South Wales* preached: from Exodus xx. 24. In all

places where 1 record my name, I will come, unto thee, and I

zaillbless^thee. f

'.'August 25. Gave an exhortation to the students in

the college^ chapel, from Luke i. ?li>. He shaft be g^eat
in the sight of the Lord.

"Sunday, August 28. Preached in the court before

the college, the congregation consisting of some thous-

> ands, from 1 Cor. iii. 11. Other foundation can no man

lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."

Thus we,see him incessantly doing the ixiorTt of an evan-

getyst. Well would it be for the church oi Chrisi^if

there; were more of his brethren inclined to follow his

steps, even as he followed Christ I

* Here it may be proper to observe, that the college in

Walet ceased at her ladyship's death, the lease being just

expired, and no
(

endowment left, her income dying with her;

but anew college, on a plan more promising for literature,
has been established at Chesnut, in Hertfordshire, near Lon-
don; and under the superintending care of trustees appoint-
ed for that purpose. A number of students have been al-

ready educated therejk and many are gone forth, now
preaching the gospel wi&mueliacceptance, from this semi-

joary.
-
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Concerning his dear' departed friend and f6llpw-la-

Bourer, Mr, Middleton, he writes,, September 26:-^-"He

i^ now made perfectly whole. He- was Carried ^from
the tabernacle last Wednesday evening^and it

subs'ejpjp-

tion opened for his four orphans. In the midst of'his

tprturing pains, being asked by, his daughter how *he

WiS?^ answered", 'a heaven upon earth.' Soon after-

w |rds her
fell asleep in Jesus."

[

^he latter end of this year, we find his health very
mlch decayed; yet, though in much Weaknes, he con-

tinued to preach as often as he was able.

i Bristol, Noyember 12. "Last night, I hope, the Re-
deemer manifested forth his glory. Friday evening,
and the following Sunday, I shall preach at Bath. In

triree.weeks 1 expect to reach London, except called be-

fore that period to reside at the" -New Jerusalem ^-the

pleasing prospect lies day an^night before me."
Thus this gobcT and great man found increasing plea-

sire in labouring in his Master's vineyard, while pains
.aid infirmities brought his -body low, his soul exulting
t

tti-*^ .

.

It pleased the Lord, in the ensuing spring, 176

rustore him a little; so that he was enabled to preac-K
oi'tener than he had done for some time past^<His joy
Was now much increased by the addition qfsome noble

I

>
.

'
- ** -^

, j

joined to lady Huntingdon's sopety.
"Some

coronets, I hear," are -HkeTy to be/laid atthe Re-
d center's feet. They glitter gloriousn" when set in,

,1. -..'' 11 *tt r* -i I
" /**

the expectation of speedily entering into everlastin

aid surrbunded with a crown of thorns."

About midsummer, he_preacbed at1

Kingswood, Bris-

tol, Bradford, Frome, Chippenham, Rocjborough, Castle-

C)mb,and Dufsley. But, intending to open lady Hun-

tingdon's new chapel at, Tunbridge, he did not go his

western circuit at this time.

July 23, 1769, he opened lady Huntingdon's new cha-

pel at Tunbridge Wells, and preached from'(Jenesis
"This is none other but the house of G&d^ and

this is the gxrte of Heaven." The congregation being too



OF,

large'to be accommodated in the chapel, hejpreached
out qf doors,

v
frtfm a mount in the court before' the cha-

pel^ after which he
v

gave_a general exhortation, and

next day administered the Lord's supper, and preached
frottfl Thess.li.il, 12.^

;He now began seriously to prepare for aliother, kvoy-

age across the Atlantic, to visit once more his beloved

orphans and friends at Geprgia. Accordingly, atjthe

beginning of September, he
;
embarked for the seventh

and last time, in; the Friendship, captain Ball, for Amer-
ica.* From on board he writes: "I am .comforted on

every side a civil captain and passengers; all willing
tp attend

.
on divine worship, and to hear of religious

jhings."

CHAPTER

his last embarking for America, to his death, Sep-
tember"30, 1770 .

vessel was detained a month in the Downs, by
"v. v , t

'

'- ' /

contrary, >jndsX one ship was lost, 'but the passengers
escaped in the 7 boat. Mr. Whitefield, as usual, ever

car.ejful to refieem the time, employed himself in Vwri-

ting inany excellent consolatory epistles to his numerous
Triends: he ofteSj preached on board, and sometimes al-

so on shore, both at Deal and Ramsgate. During the

violence of the .storms, they sung the following hymns,
written by the Rev. Charles Wesley.

HYMN L

1. LORD of the wide expended main, -
v

Whose pow'r the winds and waves conlrouM



jose hand 'doth earth and heav'>n sustain^
Whose spirit leads believing souls'.

'

For thee we leave oiir^native shore,

(We, whom thy love ^delights to keep,)
In other worlds thy works explore,
And' see thy wonders in the deep.

-

i .-''.'"
\

'

.*".

J. 'Tis here thy unknown path we trace,

Which dark to human eyes appear;
, While through the mighty waves we pass,

Faith only sees tljat GOD is here!

& Throughout the deep thy footsteps shine^
' We own thy way is in the sea; .

s3
*"

O'erawed by majesty divine,
And lost in thy immensity!

9'. Thy wisdom here we learn t* adore

Thy everlasting truth we prove;
Amazing heights of boundless povrer,
Unfathomable jdeptbjSlflove!

0. Infinite GOD! thy greatness spanned
These heav?

ris, and meted out the skiesj
Lo! in the' follow of

thy^hand',
The measured waters sink and rise!

v.

7. T-hee to perfection, who can tell
1

?

Earth and her, sons beneath thee lie
?

Lighter than dust within thy scale,
'

sJ^nd less than nothing in .thine eye,

8. Yet in thy on divinely great,
We'claim thy providential care;

Boldly we stand before thyjeatj
Our advocate hath plae'd us there,,

v i

/fi. With him we are gone up on high,
Since he is ou.r's, and vve are his;

With him we feign above the sky/s

Yet walk upon our subject seas.



10. We boast 'of our recover'd powers;
1

Lords are we of the lands and floods^

And earth, and heav'n, an^all is our's,

.And we are Christ's, and Christ is GQD'*

-
- HYMN II* ?

;

( -

-. .

-:
'.'

1. GLORY to Thee, Whose pbw'rful word
Bids the tempestuous winds arise;

'

:

Glory to Thee, the sov'reign Lord
Of air, and earth, arid seas, and skies!

2. Let air, and earth, and skies obey,
And seas thy awful will perform:

_ From them we learn to own thy sway,
s And shout-to meet the gath'ring storm,

3.. What though the floods lift up their voice,
Thou hearest, Lord, bur louder cry;

They cannot damp thy; children's joys,
Or shake the soul, when Gpc is nigh. _

4. Headlong we cleave the yawning deep,
And back to highest heaven are borne;

Uninov'd, tho' rapid whirlwinds sweep^'
And all the wat'ry world upturn.

5. Roar on, ye waves! our souls defy
Your roaring tb disturb our rest;

, In vain t' impair the calm ye try,
'

The calm in a believer's breast. v

^ ,6. Kag.e, while our faith the Saviour tries,
Thou sea, the servant of his will:

Rise, while our GOB permits thee> ris.e;

But fall, when he shall say, 'BE STILL!'

It is presumed, the following extract from Mr. White-
field's M.S. Journal, relative to this period, will be ac-

.ceptaWe.

"Saturday, September 2. Had a most awfuiparting



da

he

feft

at Totteteffia^ppurt ^chapel sacrament, last Sun-

t^e^ermon^from Gen. xxviii. 12. 'And
'

morning
dreamed, and'behoWpaJaflder set upon the earth,

and the tdp of it reacnea to heaven; and, behold, the

angels of God ascended and descended on it.' Preach-
from.,the same texUat the tabernacle, which wased

lik

ats

ieii

th'e

if!

me

re than fullj on Wednesday morning at seven o'clock

This day dined at my worthy, fast, and tried friend, Mr.

J$|f en's; and having comfortably settled, and.left all my
outward concerns in his hands, I took an affectionate

leave, and, in company with some dear friends, this

evening reached Gravesend; where others met us. We,

supped and conversed together in soine degree, llrust,
s persons . who hoped, ere longv to sit down together
he marriage feast of the supper of the,Lamb. : Has-

,O Lord, that wished-for time!

'Sunday, September 3. Preached this morning at

methodist's tabernacle, from John xiK 32. ^And I,

be lifted up from the e^yjh, will draw all men unto

.' The congregation Was. not very large; but God
re

f

me great freedom -of speech, and made it indeed,
a house of God, and a gate of heaven. In theiafter-

nqon I preached in the market-place, from Gen. iii. 13,

'A;qd' the Lord God said unto the woman, what is this

that thou hast done? and the woman said.; the serpent

beguiled me, and 1 did eat' to a much larger, but not

more devou% auditory. Jn the out-skirts, as might na-

turally be expected, some were a little noisy; but,a~

great body were very attentive, and I was enabled to

lift up my voice like a trumpet. The remainder of the

evening was spent as the night before, with my chris-

tiai London friends, who, with me, less than the least

ofj all, exceedingly rejoiced at the opportunity of a

parting street-market-place preaching; where, I trust,
son le pennyless bankrupt sinners were made willing

)uyrgospel wine and milk, without money andwithout
ce. May the great day shevy, that this hope was notpr

'/ait gether ill grounded \

September 4. Had my dear chmtianj
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friendfe on board to
breakfast

this morning;
Conversation was sweet, butjjarhwgjjjl&ijlr.

What mean

you, said the apostle, to weep and break my heart?-
However, through infinite 'mercy, I was helped to bear

up; and after their departure, the divine presence made

up the" loss of'-.all,- even with new-creature comforts. ^>

v Lord, if thy d|vine presence go jiot with, and accom-

^.pany mje all the way, for thine infinite mercy sake, suf-

fer me not to go one step farther!

> feut I believe thy promise, Lord;
Oh! help my unfeelief!

, ..

"Tuesday, September 5. The captain not coining

down, as was; expected, we did not weigh anchpr*tUl
this morning's.ebb.

-

"The winds being contrary, and the weather hazy^
we did: npt arrive in the Downs till the Friday follow-

ing. In the interim I had% the opportunity of conversing
a little wijth the pilot and^strange passengers. All at-

tehdecTdivine worship very orderly, and thanked me for

?.iny offer of lending them books, and giving them what
assistance lay in-my power towards making their voy-

age comfortable. All seemed thankful, and the .pilot

parted Awith tears in his eyes. May the great and-nev-

er-failing Pilot, the Almighty Jesus, renew us, and take

us all into his holy protection, and then all must neces-

sarily end in o.ur safe arrival in the havfh of eternal

rest-! ., .,
.

-';" ;. .
.-'

.

,y
.

_

:/ *
-.

'

.'

"Tuesday, September r 12. Preached last Sunday
morning to my little flock on board, and- was most a-

greeably surprised to day with a kind unexpected visit

from the ^Rev. Dr. Gibbons. His discourse was very
friendly and devout.

"Wednesday, September 13. I went on shore, and

attended an ordination solemnity, at the dissenting meet-

ing. Several ministers officiated. Several very im-

portant questions were asked, and answered before, and

u a solemn charge given after, imposition of hands.
t

.

But the prayer put up in the very act of layjrig on of
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J-;^'P^^^^^^*^|% sp < affecting, and the.- looks
sib

i'behWiou^^^^l^lha^^jjoihed,-" so serious &tid
:sj>-

lieifin, that I tiaTOlyfMoow when X was n&ore struck un-
der any Qne's miiiistratioh. The ordination beMg over,
at the desire of the ministers and other gentlemen, I

wjent and dined with them; our conversation Was edi-

ng: and being informed, that many were desirous to

hear me preach, I willingly complied; ahd^ I trust, some
seed was sown that same evening at Deal; which, by
Good's heavenly blessing, will spring up to life eternal.

The people of Deal seemed very civil, and some came
to; me, who" had not fqrgotten my preaching to them,
ani their deceased friends and parents, thirty-two years

fe

! i"Friday, September 1 5. I had received most pressing
invitations to visit ilamsgatej tnauy weeks ago. These
wore now repeated by many of that place, who came
to the ordination at Deal; so there was no resisting
th sir importunity. We reached Ramsgate about two,
took some ^refreshment, atid there 1 preached about

four, not to a very large, but an attentive and affected

auditory. This I did also the morning following; and
wras m'ost agreeably entertained with the 'discourse and

g^od memory of one in
partifcvilar,

who had been tny

low-passenger and frequ^Qif
1

'

hearer many years ago,
the Wilmington, CaptaJii^Darlirig, bound to iscata-

iy, in New England. The people's behaviour here
:

wus so undissembledly generous, fraHjfe, genteel, and

Christian, that I know not wiiere I have been more
and delighted. Being quite^ uneasy j lest by

"

staying longer I should be unready, if the wind should

turn favourable, 1 went early on Sunday morning to

teal, and from thence immediately a-board, and preach-
in the afternoon. This morning I received asurrep-
ious copy of my tabernacle farewell sermon, taken,
the short-hand writer professes, verbatim, as I spoke
But surely he is mistaken. The whole is -so ihjju-

ciously paragraphed, and so wretchedly unconnected,
that I oj^ no thanks to the misguided, though it may

* **
.

ec
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be well-meant zeal /if the writer%

a^d|jju^lisher,
b

who they will. . But such conduct^^aiii^navoidafile tax

upon popularity. And all ttiat app^ea^fqr Jesus Christ

and his blessed gospel, must, like their Master, expect
jto suffer from the false fire of professing, friends, as well

as secret malice of avowed enemies. However, if any
i0ne sentence is blessed to the conviction of one sinner,

'or the edification of any individual saint, I care not

what becomes oif my character, though 1 would always

pray to be preserved from bringing upon myself, oroth

ers, needless unnecessary contempt.

"Monday, September 25. Weighed anchor last Tues-

day morning/with a small favourable gale and fine wea-

ther. So many ships which* had lain in the Downs,
moving at the same time, and gently gliding by us, to-

gether withthe prospect of the adjacent shore, made a

inost agreeable scene. But it proved only a very transient

one. For by the time we got to Fairlee, the wind Ijack-

ened, clouds gathered, very violent gales succeeded, and

for several days were so tossed, that after Doming over

against Brighthelrnstone, the captain rightly judging,
-

turned back, as did many other ships, and anchored over

against New Rumsey and Dungeness. kord, in thine

own time thou wilt give the winds a commission to car-

jfy
us forward towards

du^desired port!" \

Reader! what was it, thVqfk, you, inspired this vener-

able evangelist with such a firm confidence in the gbodr
fiess and

mercy,^pf God, towards his people in general,
and himself in particular^ Nothing but an experitneni-
tal knowledge of,Tand a steadfast belief in, the must' im-

portant do.ctrines of grace 1 For in a letter to a tninis-

ter, written many years ago, he thus expresses himself:

**The doctrines 1 have preached, come with double ev-

idenc0 upon my mind day by day. I am morte and
more convinced that they are the truths of God: they
agree with the., written word, and the experience of ALL
the saints in ALL ages. Nothing more confirms me in

ithe beliefofthem, than the opposition that is made against
natural men, E^CTIVN, FREE CRA^CB, FREE
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JUSTIFICATION, without any regard to worksjbreseen,
ai-ii such paradoxes jto carnal minds, that they cannot
aw ay with them. This is the wisdom of God,,which

foolishness with men; and which, the Lordvb"eing my
helper, 1 intend to exalt and contend for more and more;
not with carnal "weapons, that he far from me; but with
th 2 sword of ,the Spirit, the word of God. No sword
like that." And he confirmed to preach, and earnestly
contend for those God-exalting, creature-humbling
truths. "Truths which," as a good man once said,*
<'lie at the foundation of God's glory, and his, people's

comfort, not only to this period, but to the end of his-

li'fe!" .
.

' " /: "

\ ;'

-'
;

At length they were enabled to clear the channel!;:

and proceeding on their voyage, arrived safe on Nov.
at Charleston, in South Carolina. They had'a most

perilous and trying passage: yetj on his arrival, Mr.
Whitefield found himself in a much better state of

alth, than after any voyage he had .made for manj
And his eagerness to promote the glory of Gpd>

arid the good of precious souls, increased with his bodily

strength, sp that the same day he landed on the Ameri-
c'nn shore^fhe preached at Charleston, where his recep-
tion was as hearty, or more so, than ever." Here he;

was met by Mr. Wright, who brought him the welcome
that all things were in. great forwardness at Be?

thesda.
In his memorandum-book is written as follows: "No-

jmber, 1769. For the last week we were beating
a3out our port, within sight of it, and continued for two

days in five fathom hole, just over the bar. A danger-
ous .situation, as the wind blew hard, and our ship, like

ypjftng Christian, for want of more ballast, would not

obey the helm. But through infinite mercy, oh Novem-
er 30, a pilot boat came and took us safe ashore to

* Mr, William Mason, ^author of thte Spiritual Treasury,
aiid many other valuable, pieces, which have been made^ex-

eedingly useful to many of God's children*



Charleston, after being on board almost thirteen weeks.

Friends, received roe most cordially. Traise the Lord ,

O my soul, and forget not all his mercies. Oh! to be-

gin to fie* a Christian and a minister of Jesus!"

When he reached Bethesda, he writes: "January
11, 1770.' Every thing exceeds my most sanguine eX'

pectations. f am almost tempted to say, it is good for

me to be here; but all must give way to gospel ranging

employ!

''.For this, let men revile ihy name,
Til shun no cross, I'll fear no shame;

*

hail reproach! ''.' -"

'.fin another letter Mr. Whitefield says i-^"And the in-
-

orease of this cclony is almost incredible, Two wings
-are added to the orphan-house, for the accfltumedatioa

of: students; of which governor Wright kid the foun-

dation, March 25, 17^

;
v The very great esteem which the whole colony en-

tertained for Mr. Whitefield, and which at this time, in

particular, they -thdught it their duty to express, ap-

pears from the follpwing papers: ^
"COMMONS HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, Monday, January

29, ,1770. Mr. Speaker reported, that he, with the

bouse, having waited on the Rev. Mr. Whitefieldj in

consequence of his invitation, at the orphan-house aca-

demy, heard him preach a very suitable and pious ser-

mon on the occasion; and with, great pleasure observed

$he promising Appearance of improvement, tovyards the

good purposes intended, and the decency and propriety
of behaviour of the several residents there; and were

sensibly affected when they saw the happy success
whicti has attended Mr. Whitefield's indefatigablefleal
for

j

promoting the welfare of the province in general,
arid the orphan-house, in particular. Ordered that this

import be printed in the Gazette." "

Clfrk,
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Extract from the Georgia Gazette : "Savannah^ Ja-

troary 31, 1770, Last Sunday, his excellency, the gov-
ernor, council, and- assembly, having been invited by
the Rev. Mr. WJiitefield, attended at divine service in

the chsipel of the orphan-house academy, where pray-
ers were read by the Rev. Mr. ^Ellington, and a very
suitable sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. White-
field, from Zachariah iv. 10, "For- who. hath despised
the day of small things?" to the great satisfaction of"

the auditory; in which he took occasion to mention the

njuny discouragements he met with, well known to ma-

ny there, in carrying on the institution for upwards of

thirty years past, and the present promising prospect of
its future and niore extensive usefulness. After divine

service the company were very politely entertained

Wth a handsome and' plentiful dinner; and were great-

ly pleased to see the useful improvements made^in the

house, the two additional wings for apartments for stu-

dents, one hundred and fifty feet each in length, and
o'tlier lesser buildings, in so much forwardness; and the
whore executed with taste, and in so masterly a man-
ner: andibeing sensible of the truly generous and dis-/
interested benefactions derived to the province through
his means, they expressed their gratitude in the most
re spectful terms."

.' The following speech was delivered by an orphan, \
after Mr. Whitefield's sermon preached before the gov-
ernor, &q. &c. January 28, 1770.

"When I consider where I stand, and before whom I

am about to speak, no wonder that, previous to my ri-

sng, a trembling seized my limbs; and now, when ris*.

ej! ?'||a\ throbbing- seizes my heart; and, as a conser

qiiefiee of both, shame and confusion cover my face.

For what am
; I, a poor unlettered orphan, unlearned al-

ost ini- the" very rudiments of my mother's* tongue,, and

totally unskilled in the persuasive arts of speaking, that4 L

1
should be called to speak before such a venerable, au- 5

gist assembly, as is this day convened under 'Bethesda'e ;
'

'
'

19*
'

-.



roof? But
?
when I reflect, that I stand up at your com-

mand, Rev.' Sir, to whom tinder God, I ovye my little

all; and when I further reflect on the well known can-

dour of-those that compose this venerable, august as-

sembly, my trembling begins to abate, my throbbing cea-

ses, and a gleam of hope breaks in, that the tongue of

the stammerer will, in some degree, be able to speak

plain. But, where shall I begin? And how shall I ex-

press the various emotions that within the space of half

an hour alternately agitated and affected my soul? If

the eye, as I have been taught to think, is the "looking-

glass of the soul
;
and if the outward gestures, and ear-

nest attention, are indications and expressive of the in-

rd commotions and dispositions of the human heart,
n a heartfelt complacency and joy hath possessed
souls of many in this assembly, whilst the Rev.

^Founder hath been giving from the pulpit Such a ciearj
'

succinct, and yet, withal, affecting account of the rise

and progress of his orphan-house academy, and of the

low estate of this now flourishing colony, when the first

brick of this edifice was laid. All hail that happy day'!
which we now commemorate, when

about^jjhirty-tWo

years ago, in faith and fervent prayer, the first brick of

, this edifice was laid. Many destitute orphans were
"soon taken in; and without any visible fund, in the dear-

est part of his majesty's dominions more than fifty la-

bourers were -

employed and honourably paid; and a

large orphan family, for these many years, hath been,

supported, clothed, and brought up in the nurture

and admonition of the Lord. O could these walls

speak V could every chamber, every cornier
;

<jf ^j^is fa-

bric speak! what agonizing supplications, whafc m-

wrought energetic prayers would they tell us theyj^lmd
been^witnessto; and also of the blessed fruits of *|ttich
we are now partakers! Behold ! a once infant, deserted,
and despised colony, not only lifting up its drooping
bead, ahdi in some degree overtopping, at least, for

ttade, and increase and extent of commet;ce, vyitig with

dme of its neighbouring provinces. Behold! the once
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pis
;

ed in^titu.tionX the ^very existencevQf which for

rns'ny yeiaraI denied, through the indefatigable industry,

unparalleled disinterestedness, and unwearied, perseve-
rance of its Rev. Founder, expanding and stretching its

wiigs, not only to receive a larger number of helpless
or;batjs like myself, but to nurse and

t
cherish many, of

th ; rising generation, training them up to be ornaments
bo h in church and state. For ever adored be ,that pro-

<

violence, that power and goodness, which have brought
matters to such a desirable and long-expected issue!

Tiianks, thanks,be rendered to your excellency, for the

countenance you have always given to this beneficent

plan, for laying the first brick of yfmder wings this

time twelve-month, and for the favour of your compa-
ny on this our anniversary. Thanks to you, Mr. Pfesi-

dent,* who have long been a fellow-helper in this imj

portant work, and have now the pleasure of seeing the

fruit of all your labours. Thanks to the gentlemen of
his majesty's honourable council, and to the members of

tie general assembly, who so warmly recommended
til ie utility of this institution.-1 Thanks to you, sir, who
first opened it by preaching. Thanks to you who left

ur native country, and without fee .or rew.ard, have
r many years laboured and watched over us in theH

lord. Thanks to all who have this day .honoured u,
'with their presence. And, above all, thanks, more
tlian.an orphan tongue can utter, or orphan hearts con-

ceive, be under God, rendered unto you, most honoured

ir, who have been so happily instrumental, in the

1 lands of a never-failing God, in spreading his everlast-

"
TO MR. ROBERT KEEN.

February 10, FT70, Mr. Whitefield writes: "Through
infinite mercy, this leaves me enjoying a greater share

|

of. bodily health than 1 hay.e known for many years. I

* The hon. JVIr. Habersham, president of his majesty'
council, and Mr. Wbitefield's executor in r^^-'*

\
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am now enabled' to preach almost every clay, ric{ my;
poor feeble labours seem not to be in vain in the Lord.

Blessed 'be God, all things ^re in great forwardness at

Bethesda.
''

I have
v

conversed with the governor in the

most explicit manner, more thaij once, concerning an
act of assembly, for the establishment of the intended

orphan-house college. He most readily consents. I

have shewn him a draught, which he much approves
of, and all will be finished at my return from the north-

ward. In the mean-while, the building will be carried

pn, as two ministers from the New Jerseys and Rhod'e

Island, have been soliciting benefactions for their res-

pective colleges: no application of that nature can be
made here; but the Lord will provide! My eyes wait

^upoa Ifim, from whom all temporal arid spiritual salva-

tions come. Since my- being at Charleston, 1 have
shewn the draught to some persons of great eminence
and influence. They highly approve of it, and willing-

ly consent to be some of the wardens. Ne:ar twenty ate
to be of Georgia, and about six of this place; one of

Philadelphia, one of New York, one of Bostpn, three of

Edinburgh, two of Glasgow,' and six of London. Those
of Georgia and South Carolina are to be qualified; the

olhers to be only honorary corresponding wardens. I

i-have therefore taker* the freedom of nominating ,**#** y

and as my name is to be annihilated, they may accept
the trust without expecting much trouble, or suffering;

contempt for being connected with me. This, I think,.

is the-chief of the plan : more particulars that may oc-

eur, together with the draft of the charter, you may
expect hereafter."

^ TO THE SAME,
'
Charleston, February 12j 1770.*

, "3|o letters by the packet or another ship, that hath

brought in above five hundred from London. As I hear

captain Rainer is bound for Savannah, I hope at my ffe-
v

tarn to Bethesda, to find a letter there. Your last, da>v



KEV GEORGE*WaiTEFIELD.

tejc NoVelnber 2, was immediately answered. ;Mr.

Brv'"'" ;
;:s will accept' my ..most grateful acknowledge-

m'ents fof his kind present of maps, charts, &c. ID a

im
us

few months, I hope, all will be completed. But what

y these few months produce 1 Lord Jesus, prepare
for whatsoever ; tKou hast prepared for us, and give

pe ice in our time, for thine infinite mercy's sake! ^ You

njust expect another draught soon. God be praised for

thiit saying, it is more blessed to give than to receive.- -

Yjt'U w,ould be pleased to see with what attention people
hear the word preached. I have been in Charleston

near a fortnight. am-to preach at a neighbouring coun-

t*y parish church next Sunday, and hope to see Geor-

gia the week following. Perhaps I may sail from thence
to the northward, and perhaps embark from thence,

ijibrd Jesus, direct my goings in thy way ! I am blessed

with bodily health, and am enabled logo on my way
rejoicing. Grace! grace! Join in shouting those bless- N

eel words. I wrote by one captain Watt, who was to

sail from Georgia this week. In that you will find some-

thing concerning my late visit to, and public entertainment

at, Bethesda. You see how often I pester you with let-

ters. I can only add, that you may tell all I am hap-
pier than words can express; which I take, in a great
measure, to be owing to the prayers of my dear Eng-
lish friends, which are daily put up for me, and I hope

returned by an unworthy worm."

TO ANOTHER FRIEND.

"Charleston, February 27, 1770. t%

"I owe you an answer to your kind letter. Blessed
e God, I can send you good news from a far country!

!/! 11 things at Bethesda go on quite well. My bodily
dlth is upon the advance; and the word, I trust, runs

and is glorified. At present, my intended plan about

turning, continues the same; but all depends on'news
from home. Strange! that none could write a line or
two by so many ships. Only one letter have I recewr-
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ed from Mr. Keen since my arrival. Next week, God
willing, 1 return to Georgia ;

and soon after, I purpose
to go toJhe northward. I know who will follow me
with their prayers :they will avail tmuch. The Lord
Jesujs be with all your spirits! ,1 suppose you heard
from Bethesda by captain Anderson. Mr. Wright is,

the main spring, with regard to the buildings- and all"

the other wheels move orderly and well. Prai?e the

Lord, O my..soul! O this pilgrim way of life! Tome
:it is life indeed. No nestling, no nestling, my dear Mr.

'.Brown, on this side eternity. This is not our rest. Ere

long we shall sing

All our sorrows left below,
_'

x
And earth exchanged for heav'o.

Leaving you to add Hallelujah; and Bending most hearty

greetings to your whole self, &c,"

-'
"Savannah, March 11,r 1770.

"Blessed be God, the good wjne seemed to he kept to

.the last at Charleston. Last Thursday I returned, arid

found all well at Bethesda, 1 am come* to town to

(preach this morning, though somewhat fatigued, with

'being on the water three nights. Upon the whole, hpw-

ieser, I am better in health than ! have been for many
years. Praise-the Lord, O my soul! I have been sad-

ly disappointed in receiving no letters by the ChaVies-

. ton packet. All knew that I was to be in those parts,

only to the ensuing lady-day: then I purpose to set off

"for the northward. I drew at Charleston, for- '-;.'.

Perhaps may draw again soon. Expect more particu-
lars in a few days. This is waited for. God bless you
all '.dearly beloved in. the Lord, pray for us. Time is

starce allowed me to subscribe myself, my very dear

friend, -

"Less than the least of all,""" ^ ' ' "
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h "Bethesda, April 6, 1770.

i"I
am waiting here for a brig that is to carry me

northward, and for a letter and news for* England.
Ypiir last was dated November 2. Several months

ha7e intervened. I now almost despair of hearing
frpm you again, till my ! arrival at Boston. But 1 hope
ttif.t you and all remember us more frequently than you >

write. You are daily remembered at a throne of grace.
I|',: w glad would many be to see our Goshen, our Bethel,
ou ^ Bethesda! Never did I enjoy such domestic pe*ace,
c6 n fort, and joy, during m'y whole pilgrimage. It is

unspeakable, it is full of glory. Peace, peace, uautter-

e attends our paths; and a. pleasing prospect of in-1

jasing, useful prosperity^ is continually rising to our
iw. i have lately taken six poor children, and God
lling, purpose to add greatly to their number. Dear
r.'D- -J and his wife are to sail the beginning of

next month, in the Britannia, captain Dean, bound for

I*(irtsmouth. We part with great respect. Fain would

Jj
retain such an old, tried^ disinterested friend, in the

sjervice of the sanctuary, and near my person.' But
HYiat scheme to pursue, I know not, being uhcertairi as

to the path which I shall be (jailed to take. A few
months will determine, perhaps a few weeks;4Aln the
mean while 1 can only commend you all to the blessed

Jesus, and the word of his grace; and entreat the,con-
tinuance of yeur prayers. Again, hallelujah! praise*
tjp.e Lord! The books and letters, both by Ball andtl

Sunbury, are come safe. You have done quije right.
Our Lord must choose his own means to bring about his

yn purpose. Mr. Smith, the clerk, was much rejoiced
receiving a letter. Poor Mr. Jacob W^--t, ate

hsnest, industrious creature, was as mucb,dejected bj
ruceivins: none. ,if Mr. G-- - s had added a line ^ir
tvo to his present, it would have been doubly accept-
able. Next week, God willing, we sail for Philadel-

phia. I shall leave letters behind me to come by Mr.
..^... n. All is well all more than well here!

01
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did I enjoy such an era of domestic peace
hajppiness. tensive taken about ten orphans. Priz-

ed prizes! hallelujah! Join, my irery dear friends, join
. in praising Him whose name endureth forever. If pos-

sible, I shall write a line to the Welch brethren. They
have sustained a loss indeed, in the death of Mr. How-
ell Davies. God sanctify it! Surely my time will. come

by arid by. But I must away to Savannah. Real good,
I trust, is done there."

*
"Bethesda, April %Q, 1770.

"To my very great joy, a few days ago, I received

your very kind letters, with a|l the papers. We enjoy
a little heaven on earth here. With regret 1 go riorth-

wurd,asfaras Philadelphia, at least next Monday.
TKojugh I am persuaded, as the house is now altered, I

should he cooler here, during the summer's heat, than

at any other place I know of where I used to go. I

should be glad to treat you with some of the produce of

pur colony, which is mUrh earlier than your's. The au-

dits, &c. sent with this be pleased to communicate to ail

my real friends. You; hare certainly determined quite

fight in a late affair. Every thing concurs to shew me,
that Bethesda's affairs must go on as yet in their old

channel. A few mouths may open strange scenes. ^O
for a spirit of love and moderation on all sides, and on

ffhoth sides the water! I wish some books might be pro;-

Beared for our infant library; but more of this in our
next. Letters may now be sent by way of Boston, New
iforky and Philadelphia. I should, be glad to hear often,
if ityp^but a line. In all probability I shall not return

hither till November > Was ever any man blest with

.such a set of skilful, peaceful, laborious, helpers! O
Bethesday my Bethel, my Penitl! My happiness is in-

conceivable. A few hundreds^ besides what is, already
devoted, would finish aS 7 l'df> not in the least doubt. I

have had nine or ten prices lately. 5Tou know what I

-meannine or tea orphans have lately been taken ia
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"V
illelujah!' hallelujah! let chapel, tabernacle,

and) earth, rebound' with-- hallelujah'. I can no more*

My heart is too big to speak Or add more." *

"Bethesda, April 21, 1770: If

"This comes to inform you, that the Father of mer-
dies hath not forgotten to 6^ gracious to the chief of

sinners, and less than the least of all saints. On the

contrary, he daily loads me with his benefits. BeiKes- .

iira place, that the Lord doth^and will bless.
^ Pear,^ n and his wife will inform y6ti of particu

L

Among .other things they will tell you of oilf

new chapel. 1 have sent for sundries for its use apd
completion. O help me to praise

* Him whose Joving
kindness is better than life! -I hope your daughter
jiows in grace, and will become like unto one of tlm

pt lished corners of the temple. That root and branch
,

may increasjj, with all the increase of God, most cordi-

al y prays, Ic." ,
;

" ^
'

*
-

From these and the following extracts, may be seen

the astonishing gobdpess of trod to this distinguished
ni histfer of GKriit.- What blessings attended

hii^minis-
! What success CTOvvned all his Undertakings"!

?How
i his soul supported, under every difficulty, amid hosts

iot foes, against all opposition! Still was he enabled to

triumph, and come off afore than conqueror through Him ,

thStioVedhim.

-is

II

"Bethesda, April 21,

"No such good news yet. Less than the least of all

not drowned to this very day. Perhaps he may live'-

see his London friends in England or. at Bethesda. ," " * '

in siach a peaceful,
habitation! I

was neye^ bet-v

bbdily health-^never
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cbmforta|>Ie in vay soul. Grace !
?grace! hallelut-

jah! praise the Lord. -
, ? y

"Again Well! so that we may die daily to ourselves
and the world, all is well, and shall be well. This I am

rsuaded is your happy case; and, in some degree, 1

t, it is mine," '
-

'

^Savannah, April 24, 1770.
".' . "*-"_"
in the morning I am just going- into the boat,

"in order to embark for Philadelphia. l-hopje the good
wine was left to the last on ;S,uriday. Mr. D ;T _/;n

and his wife are to sail in a fortnight. He is an honest

fereature, and an excellent accon^ptant. I have written

strongly on his behfif. He will bring a large packet,
and is to have 'pounds of you, which 1 have giv-
en 'hjhi as a present. This "will-prove a blessed year
for me at' the day of judgment. Hallelujah! come

Lord, come! Mr. Robert Wright hath herewith sent

you a power of attorney, begging you would settle' his

affairs in Essex. He is worthy, for whom you should

do this. A quiet, ingenious, good creature, and his

wife an excellent mistress of the family. Such a set

of helpers I never met with. They will go on with
the holdings

while 1 take my gospel range to the north-

ward. It is for thee, O Jesus, even for thee, thou uev-

, ^-failing Bethesda's God !";
-

f
tf' .

>!'

" '

"Philadelphia, May 9, 1770,

^^s leaves me a two days inhabitant of Philadel-

pB^^I embarked at Savannah in the Georgia*paGket,
on tne twenty-fourth ultimo, and arrived here the sixth

,
instant. The evening following I Was enabled to preach
to, a large auditory, and was to repeat 'the delightful
task this evening. Pulpits, hearts, and affections, seem
to be as open and enlarged towards me as ever. Praise
the Lord, O my soul! As yet I'hrfve n'jy old plan in

view, to travel in these northern parts all summer, and
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<i||!r,n/
late"in<the fall to Georgia, Through infinite^nter-

"

Igtill
continue in good health, and more and moreJh

i^every day'-with a pilgrim life. God 'bless, you and

itfrmy dea^ friends and hearers in the great metropolis.
I (know they pray 'for*me

'

They are.never fdrgojUr
L

"

ly or night."
1

"Philadelphia, May 24, 1770^

*

"I have now been here near three weeks
j
and iu

,bout a week more I purpose to set off for NewYork,

ijn my way to Boston. A wide and effectual door, I

rust, hath been opened' in, this city. People of all

ranks flock as much as ever. Ifnpressions are made oa

nany, and I trust they .will 'abide, To all the episcs-

;>al churches, as well as most of the other places of

worship, I have free access.; Notwithstanding i preach
wice on the Lord's day, and three or four times a week
jqsides, yet I am rather better than I have been for

many years. This is the Lord's doing. To the Idn^
suffering, never-failing Lord, he all the glory," ,

.

"Philadelphia,, June 14;&1770.

"This leaves ,me just returned from ,one hundred and

fifty miles circuit, in which, blessed be God, Phave been
enabled to preach every day. So many new as well as

old doors are open, and so many invitations sent from
varidus quarters, that I know not which wav to turn

myself. However, at present, I am bound^^k-New
York. Help me ;to praise him whose mercy enflureth
for ever. As yet I am enabled lo ride and travel cheer-

fully; the heat no,t being greater than in England. Ex-^
jpect to bear further as we o along, The ship I find is
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"I have been here just a week. Have'been
to preach four times : and am to repeat the delighl

^as,k-this evening. Congregations are larger than ever,

will see by the inclosed packet what numerous In-

vitations from every quarter I am daily receiving.
Blessed be God, I have been strengthened to itinerate

"1114 preach daily for some time. -Next week I
propos|"

\QJUbany- from thence, perhaps, to
;the Oneida

|| :
tnere is to be a very large Indian congress.

;

land accompanies me. He -is a truly Christian

minister anil missionary. ^/Every thing possible should

be clone to strengthen bis hand and his heart. 1 shall

write/ God willing, at|;iny return. Perhaps I may not

.see Georgia (ill Christmas. As yet 1 keep my intended

plan in respect to my returning. Lord Jesus, direct my
goings in thy way I The ,heat begins now to be a little

intOnsej but, through mercy, I am enabled ^to bear;

up
."bravely. What a God do we serve 1"

,

v

'.,
V ---' -

"

-. ''--

' -,..," ; -

Jhfidell read and tremble ! This awful God who thujs

^reserves the men who fear him, though eartn and hell

"unite against them; this God shall surely come in flam-

ing firej; to judge and punish all who now despise his

power^eject his word, and persecute his saints'

f But, O ye fearful saints, fresh courage takej^for this

same God is .yours, your Father and your friend. For

you -He comes in smiling majesty, with his angelic
frosts, to raise your ransomed souls from earth?-to heav-
'eil.-''

' '""''
York, Jufy 29, 1770;

**Sirice my last," and during this month, I have been

aboyeja.'five^hundred miles
circuit; and have been ena-

bled to.prreiach arid travel through t!he heat every dayl
The congregations have been very large, attentive,, and
affected, particularly at Albany, Schenectady,Great Bur-

rington, JJTorfolkj Salisbury, Sharon, Snaithfield, Pough*
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y, Fish Hill, New Rumbart, ]S|eW Wihdsdr, and
FecJ$si Hill. Last night 1 returned hither, and ho'pe to

for Boston in two or three days: 0*w&at a new
scene

1

of usefuiriess is 6'pen'ing in varibu's parts of thjsi',

world! All fresh vvork where I hav,e been. The di-

ne influence has been as at first. Invitations crowd

upon, me both from ministers and people, fro ris many,
liniariy quarters'. A very peculiar providence led me
lately to a place where a bofse-stealer was executed.

Thousands atttinde-d. The poor .criminal had sent me
several letters, hearing I was in the country. The
sheriff allowed him to come and hear a sermon under
an adjacent tree. Soleriin, solenin! After being by
h irhself about ah hour, 1 walked half a tb'ile with hitri

tc the gallows. His heart bad been softened befbre my
fi:*st visit. He seemed full of solid divine consolation.

instru'ctive walk! I vVent up wi]0hi him into the cart;

e gave a short exhortation. 1 ^he,tt stood upon the

coffin added, I trust, a word in season prayed, gave
me blessing, and took my leave. Effectual good, I hope,
was done to the hearers and spectators. Grdce! grace T

t I mast not enlarge."

I

Boston. September 17.

He writes td Mr. Wright, at Bethesda : "Fain \Vduld
come by captain Souder frofn Philadelphia; but peo-
are so importunate for my stay in these parts that I.

it will be impracticable. My God will supply all

tiy wants according to the riches of his grace iia^^ri^t
esus. Two or three evenings ago, I was takeKilfvthe

iiight with a vicilent lax, attended with reaching and

shivering; so that 1 was obliged to return from New-
bury, &c. &c, but, through infinite mercy, I am restored,
arid to-morrow morning hope to begin again. . Neiver
vas the word received with greater eagerness than

All opposition seems, as it were, for a while to

:ease. I find God's time is the best. The . season is

ritical as to outward circumstances : but when forts are
20*
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given up, the Lord Jesus can appoint salvation for walls

and for bulwarks
;

r he hath promised to be a wall x>f

y fife round about his people. This comforts me conce
J

r^ ;

f"'^|Bethesda,
though we should have a, Spanish war,

ou will be pleased to hear 1 never was carried through
the summer's heat so well."

And lastly, to his dear friend, Mr. Keen, in London.

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, September 23,1770:-*
"By this time I thought to be moving southward. But
never was greater importunity used to detain me long-
er in these northern parts. Poor New England is much
to be pitied Boston people most of all. How grossly

misrepresented! What a mercy that our Christian

charter cannot he dissolved! Blessed he God for an un-

changeable Jesus! You will see by the many invita-

tions, what a door is opened for preaching the everlast-

ing-gospel. 1 was so ill on Friday that I could not

preach, though thousands were waiting to hear. Well,
the day of release will shortly come, but it does not

seem yet; for by riding sixty miles 1 am better, and

hope to preach here to-morrow. I trust my blessed

Master will accept these poor efforts to serve him. O
for a warm heart! O to stand fast in the faith, to quit
ourselves like men, and be strong! May thi&bethe

happy experience of you and your's! I suppose your
letters are gone for me in the Anderson to Georgia. If

spared so long, I expect to see it about Christmas. Still

j>ray and praise. I am so poorly, and so engaged, when
able to preach, that this must apologize for not writing

p more friends rit is quite impracticable. Hoping to

se|^f|ay dear friends about the time proposed, and

earnestly desiring a continual interest in all your pray-

Thus ended the epistolary labours of this truly great
man; of whom the pious Mr. Hervey once wrote to"a
friend thus: "I have seen lately that most excellent

* Mr. Whitefield died the 30th,
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minister of the ever Blessed Jesus, Mr. Whitefield. ,1

c inel, supped, and spent the evening with him at North-
j mptbn, in company with Dr. Doddridge, and two pious
ingenious clergymen of the church of England, both of
them known to the learned world by their valuable wri-

tings. And surely, I never spent a more delightful

evening, or saw one that seemed to make nearer, ap-

proaches : to the felicity of heaven, A gentleman of

Igreat wortti and rank in the town, invited us to his
^

]i touse, and gave us an elegant treat: but how mean was
lis provision, how coarse his delicacies, compared with
the fruit of my friend's lips they dropped as the hon-

jyrcomb, and were as_ a well of life. ^Surely people
Jo not know that amiable and exemplary man, or else,

r t cannot but think, instead of depreciating, they would

I applaud and love him. For my part, I never beheld so
?
air a copy of our Lord such a living image, of the
Saviour such exalted delight in God -such enlarged
benevolence to man such a steady faith in divine pro-
mises -and such a fervent zeal for the divine glory-^
and all this without the least moroseness of humour, or

extravagancies oT behaviour, sweetened with 'the most

engaging cheerfulness of temper, and regulated by
v
all

the sobriety of reason, and wisdom of scripture; inso-

much, that I cannot forbear applying the w.ise man's en-

comium of an illustrious woman to this eminent minis-

ter of the everlasting gospel Many sons have done

virtuously, but thou excellest them all."

lErom the 1 7th to the 20th of September, Mr. White-
field preached every day ^t Boston; on the 20th of

September at Newton, and proceeded from .Boston,

September the 21st, on an excursion, to the eastward, al-

though at that time indisposed. At Portsmouth, in New;

Hampshire, he preached daily from the 23d to the 2dth;

ipf September; also once at Kittery, and once at Ojd
^York: and, on Saturday morning, .September 29, he se|
eut for. Boston; but before he came to Newbui-yport,
where he had engaged to preach next morning, he was

importuned to preach by the way at Exeter. ^At the
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last he preached in the open air, to accommodate the

multitudes that came to hear him, no house being able

to 'contain them. He continued his discourse near twb,

hours, by which he was greatly fatigued ;
notwithstand-

ing which, in the afternoon, he set off for Newburyport,
where he arrived thatt evening; and sOon after retired

to rest, being Saturday night, fully intent on preaching
the next clay. His rest was much broken, and he awoke

many times in the nighti, and complained very much of

an oppression at his.lungs, breathing with much difficul-

ty. And at length, about six o'clock on the Lord's-day
morning, he departed this life in a fit of the aslhrtm.

TJifersrelied this faithful labourer itr t
;he :

gospel vihe-

yai*d',
7 who finished bis course with 1

joy, and is now si'ng-

ing the praises of that Jesus Whom he so m'^ny years
delighted to preach. Reade-r mayest thoii and I be pre-

pared to. follow him;'.

M?r. Richard B'mith, who attended Mr. Whrtefield:

from England to Anierlca the last time, and Was h 16

constairit companion in all his journeyings While thl?e,
till the time of his decease, has given the following pai-
ticbla:r account of his death and interment:

"On Saturday, September 29, 1770, Mr. Whitefield

rode from Portsmouth to Exeter (fifteen miles) in the

morning, and preached there to a very great multitude

in ,
the fields, ft is remarkable, that before he went out

to preach that day, (which proved to be'his last sermon)
Mr, Glarkson, senior, observing hira more uneasy than

usual, said to him, 'Sir you are more fit to go; to beil

thaw to preach.'' To which Mr. Whitefield answered j

*trtrjEJ'
:

sij?,* bt turning aside, he clasped his hands togeth-
er, and looking up, said 'Lord Jes^us, I aixi weary iii

thy '"work, btrt Bot of thy work. If I have hot yet fih-

ished my course, let me go and speak for thee, once, more
^'itfth'e fields, seal thy truth, and come home and die.'

life last sernion was from 2 Cor, x4:

ii. 5. 'Examine

sel^e'Sy whether ye be in the faith; prove ydur
selves: ktfow y^ not your CwnselWs) how that
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^ours iaffer them, i found them .at^i

MrV Whit(6field h,owvhe felt

v 'He said, 'he was tired, therefore

and would go. to'- bed.' He eat a very little i

feed buj
!

|ittle,
asked Mr. Parsons to disch

ti~ ahcir^^rfbrnv family duty ;
and* then

ires. lie said ^that he would sit and read till I' came

him,' which I did as soon as possible; and found him

reading in the Bible, with Dr. Watt's Psalms laying

oj en. before him. He asked me for some water-gruel,
took about half his usual quantity; and kneeling

wri by the bedside, closed the evening with prayer.
iler a little conversation lie Avent to rest, and slept till

o in the morning, when he awoke me, and asked for

little cider; he drank about a wine-gUiss full. I ask-

him how he felt, for he seemed to pant^for breath,

e told me 'hid asthma was coming on him again; he
naus't have two or three d.ays rest. Two or three days

ling, without preaching, would set him up again.'
>on afterwards he as"ked me to put the window up a
tie higher, (though it was half up all night) 'for,' said'

;,
'I cannot breathfi-^but I hope 1 shall be better by and

r

; a good pulpit sweat to-day may give me relief: J

shall be better after preaching.' 1 said to him, 1 wished
he would not preach so often, {lejreplied

'1 had raih-

erte|ar out than rust put.' I then told
s him, 1 was a-

f
if|f

he took cold in preaching yesterday. He said,

. -Relieved he had;' and then sat upjn the bed, a^i

jrayed that God would be pleased to Ijless^his preach-
where he had been, and also bless his preaching^
^ day, that more souls might be brought to Christ;^

|a|nd prayed for direction, vvhether he should wiri*"-'~*

_i! ton^qr" hasten to thetsoutliward prayed fojva

ijf|?
r

on^nSvB,ethesda colle'ge^and his dear family^here
1

3f*^t*-jii.^^i
an(j chapel, congregation's, and """ r>ri-

b

le|S;

-
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nection& onJMe fither^side of the water; and

himsejf, dovvtf tpjle^p'again. This was nigh- tlir^e
o'-

clock,/ At quartefc past four he" waked and" saiej^ 'my
asthma, myiasthma, is cprntng on; 1 wish I had riot given
out w^rd t& preach at Haverhill on Monday; I don't

think^I shall be able; but I shuli see what to-day will

bring forth. If I am no better to-morrow, 1 will take

two'oi-three days ride!' He then desired me to warm
him a little gruel; and, in breaking the fire-wood, I wa-

ked Mr. Parsons, who, thinking I knocked for him, r$S8

and came in. He went; to Mr. Whitefield's bed-side,

andsasked him how. he felt himself. He answered, "I

\ ^jjn^alfapst suffocated?! I can scarce breathe, my asthma

^tn|e^choaks^ me.' 1 was then not a little surprised to

hear how quick, and with what difficulty, he drew his

breath. He_ got out of bed, >;
and *went to the open win-

dow for air. This was exactly at five o'clock.
,
1 went

to him, and for about the space of five minutes saw no

fdanger, only:that he had a great difficulty in breathing,
as 1 had often seen before. Soon afterwards he turned

himself to me, and said,
ll am dying? I said, 'I hope

not, SIT.' He ran to the other window, panting for

breath, but could 'get no relief. It was agreed that I

should go for Dr. Sawyer; and on my coining back 1

, 1

saw death in his face; arid he again said, <I am dying.,*

.His eyes were fixed, his under lip drawing inward eve-

ry time,_he drew breath; he went towards the window,
and we offered him some warm wine, with lavender

drops, which he refused. 1 persuaded him to sifodown
in the chair, and have his cloak on; he consentedMy a

$i\gp>.
but couk^not speak. I then offered him the glass

i'~ x'i~-
i wlntej^hQ took half of it, but it seemed as if

haVe ^topped his breath entirely. In a little

brought a considerable quantity of phlegm and
J then began to have some small hopes. H|r,

jn^said, he thought Mr. -Whitefield breathed more
jr:'than jie did, and W9pld' recover.

*^" 'vit-'- *-

||he;is jpertainfy dying.' I lyas

i#5t-
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tatting* the phlegm out ,
of his mouth --with a handker-

ch|ef,|and,ibathing
his tempTes with drops, rubbing his

^Ifjfe' togive hjrn,relief, impossible, but all in vainj
handstand feet*wefe as cold as clay. When the

iiri
w , " *

itottcame in, and saw^him in^the chau- leaning upon
Ijffeast, he^ ijelt his pulse and said, 'he is a dead man.1

Parsons said, 'i do not believe it;'- you must do

ething, doctor!' he said, 'I cannot; he is now-near,
l.istrbreath.' ,/And indeed so it was ;

for he fetched
but one gasp, aw stretched- out his feet, andJbreathed
no more. This was exactly at six o'clock. We contin-

ued rubbing his legs, hands, arid*feet, with warm clothij A

and bathed.'him in spirits for some time, but all in vain.

I hen put him into a warm bed, tHe doctor stand ing.by,
ard often raised him upright, continued rubbing him
a't d ^putting spirits to his nose for an hour, till all hopes
were jifone. The people came in crowds; to -see him jiijf

bidgared the doctor to shut tiie door-.* : .^,-^*^_ '

_ . _->''^_ '.--'' __ L --t'7JOT^

'^The Rev.^M;ifoParsons, at whose houlmyi dear mas-
5**v?? {^"

-

" "

;-
:

" ''"
-

'

r died, sent for captain Fetconib, and Mr^Boardmab,
id others of his elders and deacons, and they; took

* In the ; last visit but one which Mr. Whitefield paid 4o

-America, he spent a day or two at Princeton under the rqo.f
". the Rev. Dr. Pinley, then president of the college atithat

place. At dinner the doctor said, "Mr. Whitefield, fnope
rf^ill be very long before you will be called home, but

vjh'en
that event shall arrive, I should be g-lad to hear the

ble testimony you will bear for God." "You would be

ppbmted, doctor," said Mr. Whitefield. 4 l shall die si-

Ifertfc It has pleased God to enable me to bear so many tes-

tinMnies for him during; my life, that he will require none
-_ me when I die. No, no, it is your dumb Christians,

|tjh|at
have walked in fear and darkness, and thereby been

nable to bear a testimony for God during theirlives, that

e compels to speak out for him on their death beds."-* ,

his anecdote was communicated to tlje writerof it byja' ^
jentleman now living, who was then a student at

the^col-"
A'

ego f and a boarder in Dr. Finley's family. The manaeif
**

VLr,. Whitefield's.death verified his prediction.
'*^



whole <ff ^the "burial upon4tbemselves; prepared,

vault, and sent and invited 'the bearers.
Many^mihisters'

of all persuasions came to the
,boti|e

of thl^^y
f
". Mr.

Earsqjjs, wher,e severaJhorthenTgav'e a very^^tieular
account of their first^awakenings under his jninistr^
several years ago, and also pf many in^thjgir congrega-
tions^ that to their knowledge, under Go^l'/ owed' their

conversion wholly to bis
v coming atnqng them, often re-

peating the blessed seasons they ha^d^joyed
urfder his

preaching: and all* said, that his last visit was attended

with more power
1 than any other; and that all opposi-

^pon fell before him. Then one and another of them
would pity and pray for his dear tabernacle and chapel

congregations,"and it'was truly aflectmg to hear them
bemoan America and England's loss. Thus they con-

tinued for two hours conversing about his great useful-

*ness$ and 'prayftig that God would scatter his gifts, and

drop his fmantie among them. When the corpse was

placed.at the tUft of the pulpit, close ^to$fthe vault, th6
- Rev.;Daniel Rogers made a very affectfng prayer, and

openly confessed, that under God, he owed his conver-

sion to the labours of that dea^man of God, whose pre-
cil>us remains now l,ay before them. Then he cried

out, O my father, my father! then stopped and wept as

though his heart would break, and the people weeping
"all through the place. Then he recovered, and finish-

ed hrs prayer, and sat down and wept. Then^
^ '~ f

the deacons gave out'that hymn,

Why do we mourn departing friends? &c. ,

some of the people weeping, some singing, and so off

ternately. The Rev. Mr. Jewel preached a funeral

discourse^nd
made an affectionate address to his bre-

thren, .tjplllty
to heart the death of that useful man of

^jQ*^ ? jbcg'g^g that he and they ,might be upon their

-wat^h-tower, and endeavour to ; follow his blessed, ex-

ample.. The corpse was then put into the vault, and'"
""'

alTconcluded with a short prayer and dismission of the
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people, who went weeping- through the streets to their

respective places of abode." ;

The|ij|JanchDly news of Mr. Whitefield's decease

arrived in London on Monday, November 5, 1770, by,
the Boston Gazette, and also '-'by several letters from
different correspondents at Boston, to his worthy friend,
Mr. R. Keen, who received likewise, by the same post,

two letters written with his own/hand, when in good
health

3*'one seven: and the 'ottW five days before his

death. Mr. Keen caused the mournful tidings to be

published the same night at the tabernacle, and the

fo lowing evening, at Totttenham-court chapel. His

next step was to consider of a proper person to deliver

a funeral discourse, when it occured to his mind, that

he had many times said to Mr, Whitefield, "If you
should die abroad who shall we get to preach your fu-

ntral sermon? Must it be your old friend, the Rev.
John Wesley?" And his answer constantly was, "He
is the man."" ?Mr. Keen therefore wailed on Mr. Wes-

ley on the Saturday following, and he promised to

pi-each it on the Lord's day, November 18, which he

did, to an -extraordinary crowded and mournful audito-

ry; many hundreds being obliged to go away, who
.could not possibly get within the doors.

In both the chapel and tabernacle the pulpits, &c

jfs.ere hung with black cloth, and the galleries with fine

black baize. Escutcheons were affixed to the fronts of

the pulpits; and on each of the adjoining houses, hatch-

ments were put up: the motto of which was "Meavita
silus <$ gtoria Christus" At the "expiration of six

months the mourning in each place of worship, and the

Escutcheons in the vestries, were taken down. The
hatchments remained twelve months, when one was ta-

li u down, arid placed in the tabernacle, and the other
c er a neat marble monument, erected by Mr.

for his wife in Tottenham-e<nift^eliapel, wi\h SL

pace left for an inscription respecting himself after his

ecease, as he wished to be interred in the same vault,
ad he died m England. Accordingly the following ep^

21
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written Iby the Rey. Titus Knight,* of Hali-"" ''' '' '

The Rev.
GEOi|^iWHlTEFIE]Ur>,

A. M.

Chaplain to the Right Houwfajlile the Countess of

t

f - Was tiaK^mto Iinmanuel's Bosom,
,Onthe$dlfof September,.r?7Q; ^

^|fii4:
who now lies in the silent-.GrjeaVe, at %N.ewburyport, near'

.

i"
"

-'1^-

"

In 'NEW -ENGLAND;

deposited in hope of a joyful Resurrection to Eternal

Life and Glory.

He was a Man eminent in Piety,

Of a Humane, Benevolent, and Charitable Disposition.

His Zeal in the Cause of God was singular;

His Labours indefatigabtejfa

his Success in preaching the Gospel remarkable- anil

astonishing.

He departed this life

In the rifty-Sixth Y^ear pf his Age.

And like his Master, was by^sqme despised;

Like Him, by many others lov'd and priz'd:

.But their's shall be the everlasting Crown,

:'-.' Not whoi|ttglhe wprld, but Jesus Christ will own,

* The Rey, Titus Tonight, was a native of Halifax, a town
in which be exercised his ministry, and in which, indeed, he

may be said* to have spent his whole life. He was born De-
cember 1.7, J 7 19, ^During his childhood he ha

;

d a -particular
^ ""Gyeperation.fbr sacred things, took a delight in alt^j.diiig the

"'jbhurch, and .used frequently to weep. A't the same early

period he learnt something of the vanity and misatisfyirg
.nature of all worldly plea"sure v lQng before he Hnew where
to seek for,solid and substantial happiness. Many instan-
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Mr. Whitefield was not quite fifty-six years of''age: ^pff
5

^ time of his^decease; thirfyVfour years of - : ~u -^V^
tti

I ?. A -* '"

ces of this he used to, relate; 'o which the following is a

specimen. The annual fair/atT'fialifax, which is kept 6&
midsummer day, was a season to'which he looked forward
with the most eage'r expectation of pleasure and satisfacv

tion^. 'But when this day came, he invariably foun^ih'e most

pa
dr
this dxtroaf^fnary day afford him any satisfaction,
when he could retire from the noise and hurry of f

joy the common recreation of? bathing. ";^ V
It iriay not be improper here to introducessome

of an interesting part of his life, which he has given in a-

Wrk entitled. Amyntas and< Philetus, or Christian CohVer-
satioo^ &c. published in the year 1770. The reader, there-

fore, will not he displeased, if the memorialist retire a lit-

tle, while he who is the subject of this sketch is introduced

speak (thougirdead) of the things which it pleased God

iriful^disappointment; in a few hours . he grew weary^qf
ersion}- .wandered about, quite unhappy, and never cgura

'

do for his souli

-dear parents were of the establishment, and alth

ft

o]

to

to

;

filial duty, as well as Christian charity, requires me to hope
thej3est in behalf.,,of them, .yet I seldom or ever saw or
hdard any thing of religion but at church on the-Sabbafh
duth day. llhey were, I believe, strictly honest in their^

alings with men, supported a fair{cliaracter, and appear-;.
'as religious as their neighbours, nopsuspected, as church^
iks, they could miss of salvation. I was taught to conceive
.dissenters, as base hypocrites, a, people that resembled

the scribes and pharisees, against whom our Lord so vehe-

ently inveighed, and denounced so many woes; men^that
tempted to hide their wickedness byla deceitful pretext
superior sanctity. In consequence of these and the

like things spoken of dissenters, and confirmed by instances
I was then'incapable of inquiring into, or judging of, 1 con-
tracted very .unfavourable ideas of every sect.of protestant
dissenters; and, T think, could vie with any in bigotry and
izeal, thinking as highly of the church as it was possible for.-

any to think of the meeting. But I can never
sufficiently"

jadmire or adore the free, rich, and distinguishing grace of
:<J-od to me; for although; there was nothing of religioii in
<ur family, not even so niiich as the form; and the way of

Illfe I was engaged in, from seven years old, not only unfa*

o
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be measured by tto^greatest diligence and epjp.y-
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^ourable to, but quite destructive of all gtfod morals, yet it

pleased the Lord to preSeigre^me from the filthy conyersatigp
of my necessary companions, and from learning and using
the diabolical language, I mean of ciirsing and swearing,,
which was daily intermixed with the most familiar^conyer-
sations. About the #age of eleven I began to bje^very
thoughtful concerning a future|;state..;. Thejcogitsftions of

i the" day afforded much matter for imaginaftpot^'m^slee'p-
^i'ag>hours, so that I often alarmed the family^wltn the mp'st
, amentable 'shrieks andgcries, occasioned

'

by terrifying
breams of being shut out from God, and thrust intovendless
torments. These thoughts, and dream's, &q. produced aa
uncommon seriousness in my whole deportment. I diligent-

ly read the Bible, gladly catching every opportunity of at-

; pending public prayers at the church in the w^ek days^ pray-
ed often> and fervently in secret; ^and in secret it was, fqr

prayer not being used in the iamiiy, I fejared to be found in
the practice of

iyt
These impressions, and; the influences

thereof, abode with me for the space of sixyeai%, dujingfaii
*rhich time I sought ami expected -the favbirr of

:

(Jod, and
the acceptation of my person solely on the accounft?of my
wn righteousness. Nor is, this at ail*. 'to be wqndi|fed

at, seeing ail the sons of Adam naturally seek justifieafton
and life, by virtue of that law and^ovenant \vhi.ch^he yibla-

jted^and broke in paradise. Nor was thislerror in any wise
f corrected bj^;'any of the public,sermon| I then heard, a"ll of
which;

;weive|mjpre legal than evangelical, and' the preachers
rather sent ffie congregation for life to Moses than to Christ.

'About the age of seventeen I began to learn psalmody, and

|B^||]i^space
of more than ten years,! became extravagant-

ly"
1

fond of all kinds of music: so that my affectionswere entire-

ly captivated thereby, and in a great measui'e alienated from
God; yet all that time th# good Spirit of God never left' off

stming with me, (if I may be allowed "that expression) -so

that at certain seasons I was greatly distressed, andlwished
it were with me as in months past.' Sometimes (to use the

hyperbolical phrase of:the Psalmist) 'I made my bed to

swim, and watered my couch with tears,' purposed and re-
seolved to resume my- former course of life, and relihquisu
the idol of rny soul. About thisytunei it pleased that "God,
whose eyes are vr upon, the

-objects of bjs everlasting
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xnent; as being ever ;inten$%ipon same praiseworlhy
design* and zealous in the accomplishment of it; fe-

16' re, to favour me with an oppportunity of hearing the gos-

piel; and the Spirit of God so opened my heart to attend to

the things' that were tspoken, and shed such light on my un-

derstanding, that when I Returned home, and began to read

my Bible, it seemed to be ,quite another book, in respect ;tp,

itii doctrines'|and the method of salvation published in.it,

tl an what***?had till that time conceived it to be. Frojtny
1

tli at memorable day the Lprdi^as pleased to

chain, -and loose -the bonds of my captivity, so that I 'coultjl?

say with holy David, 'My soul is escaped as a bird out .of

th|e
snare -of the fowler; the snare is broken, and I am es-

caped.' My heart was now exceedingly rejoiced, and I

again -renewe,d^my former resolutions of engaging my heart
with God.and devoting my life to his service. And my
gracious Redeemer was pleased to say "Amen" .to my pur-

poses and prayers, and bade me, with an efficacious wor,d,
fa /ke hold on .vhis strength, which his

i good spirit enabling
ir e to do^ I was filled with joy and peace in believing. I

na longer felt ithat narrowness of spirit, which .1 was under
the power of ^efbre, nor thought salvation confined to name
or party. I

1 found that in Christ Jesus it availed nothing
what a man had been before his conversion, whether
Greek or Jew, nor what modes of, worship he afterwards

preferred, seeing Christ is all and in all to them that believe
in,him. Since thaf happy period, although my backslidings
and departures from God have been more than I can enu-
merate, and what I blush to mention, yet my dear Redeem-
er, glory be toxjjis name! having bought me at sp vd,ea-r^a

rite, and according to the greatness of that love, wherewith
he loved me, would not, could not (for his tender_heart for-

l ad it,) forsake or cast me off." ~
,

From the above account it may be gathered, that about
the year J746 or 1747, he was first brought to a true knowl-

4dge of God and of himself: soon after which it pleased the
~iOFd'to introduce him to public notice. As that part of his

fe^which preceded the above period, is rather involved in

bseurity, we may conclude therjpould be nothing in it ve->

y interesting. He was.always diligent in his business, and

jl|is morality was above the'common standard; notwithstand-

ng, as he Afterwards acknowledged, he was living 'with-

mt God %n^ .-without -Christ in th world.' Deeply con
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deeming the time by repeated acts of piety and benev-

'olence, which characterise the worthy man and Chris-

tian; having a heart constantly flowing with ardent love

.yinced of the inestimable value of his own soul, he imme-

diately became desirous of being an instrument in the hand
of God of saving the souls of others. After much prayer
and deliberation on this important' matter, he ventured at

length to go forth in the strength of the Lord^ and to pro-
claim that Jesus came to save sinners. This was in the

1749, for in a manuscript written with the trembling
of infirmity in the year 1792, he mentions that he had

been forty-three years engaged in publishing the precious,
truths of the gospel. His first labours, it is well known,
.were among the methodists in Mr. Wesley's connection;
and having opportunities of preaching in various parts of

theMngdom, he became signally and extensively useful.

Many old disciples in that connection remember his name
to this day with-affection and gratitude.

Having laboured for some years in Mr. Wesley's conrie"c-

. tion, he found that he could no longer publicly insist upon
certain points of doctrine maintained by 'that -people. This
occasioned some struggle in his mind, as to the propriety of

his continuance in that connection, or separation from it.

But after much deliberation and earnest prater, a separa-
ration appeared most eligible, and he determined peaceably
to withdraw^ This event took place about the spring of

the year 1762. For a short season his mind was perplexed;
.jaot that he doubted his call to preach the gospel, but being
"tunable to perceive to whom bis future labours should 'be di-

rected. The providence of God, however, soon delivered

tim from this embarrassment. A few faithful friends, to

whom He had been useful,
1'

still adhered to him; and to them
Jbejcontinued to preach as opportunity permitted. These

bjSmglsoon 'increased by the addition of others,; ^scheme
was suggested of erecting a house, in which" they might
more regularly assemble together. This plan was immedi-

ately adopted; but fresh difficulties occurred, as the parties
concerned had no resources within themselves, equal to

1 such an undertaking. But they were!soon taught that the

word of God is not bound, andfthat the Lord has^the Hearts

,of all men at his disposal. Such^liberal contributions were
obtained, as enabled ^tjfem^lp accomplish theii^design.

A
church formed ori^thiindependenthouse was erected, and a
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iljbr
the souls of men, and especially a fervent desire

o glorify God, , accompanied by the deepest humility
iind self-abasement

j
Mr. Whitefield, in these thirty-four

k r congregational plan, of which Mr - Knight was ordained -

[ astor in the summer of 1763. This was a Bethel indeed.

:
The word delivered within these walls was made effectual

10 the turning of many from the error of their ways, and to'

Itpe building up of the people of God in their most holy faith.

The congregation continually increasing, it soon became ne-

cessary to erect a gallery, as large as the building would ad-

,'mit. Hei|||hie laboured withMueh assiduity and zeal, preaeh-

;iggij:wic||j56n
the Lord's-day in the winter season, and three

1

1 inSes in the suminelj and giving a lecture on every Thursday
f

evening throughout the "year- He administered the Lord's'

Cupper regularly every month; and on the; Friday evening
preceding the celebration ;pf it, he met the members of his

Bhurieh^andj delivered an address suited to 'the approaching
: solemnity.
- He established among his people several little societies,

;
'which assembled once a week, for-the purpose.-of prayer and

| religious conv,jersatiotjit

. One of these, societies, met at his

own house; ^atnd the' rlfest he attended occasionally as oppor-
;uni,ty permitted.

"
-

/By! the divine^ blessing on his public and private labours,
lie number of those who attended the preaching of the word
aecarae so great, that a larger and more .commodious house
was necessary for their reception. This was for some time
considered as a thing rather desirable than attainable. At
.etigth, however, it was cordially set about, aud a veryjiga-
cious and elegant structure completed, which was opened
in May 1772. Here he exercised his public ministrations to

very large congregations, till it pleased the Lord to incapa-
ciale him for public service; and, to use bis own .Expression,
;o reduce him from A working- to a waiting- servanfe ^f?'

About the year 1764, his acquaintance wilh Mr.-White-
aeld commenced, which, under^God, was the means of ex-

tending his usefulness very considerably. For being invi-

ted by Mr. Whitefield to his pulpits, and his preaching be-

ing approved, he afterwords' became one of the assistant

preachers, and 'spent tv^q^nonths every year in preaching at

the tabernacle, Tottenham-court chapel, Greenwich, Wool-
wich, and Either places in the same^connection. *

Mr^Jfeojffht had uniformly'.enjoyed a remarkably good
state oflEJaltli, till it pleased God to afflict him with a para-
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years, may fee said to have lived more than most men
would do, though their lives were prolonged for:

v

naaQy

ages.

lytic stroke in the month of June, 1790.' In a short time
he was so far recovered, that he resume'd his usual labours.

But his mental faculties, especially his memory, had evident-

ly sustained, an injury. Of this he was himself very s'ensi-

hle, but bore the affliction with a -tfnly Christian submis-
siou.
"'

l'In the year 179 1
, he undertook his annual journey to -Lon-

don, but with a determination to preach moice^sjparingly
than usual. While in town he was afflicted with a&jse-

cond paralytic stroke, Avhvch. .affected his understanding
iar more than.-the former. Wiljhlg'reat difficulty he return-

ed to Halifax; and though, in a rheasu re, he recovered from
this stroke likewise, and afterwards -pjeached sev;erarser-

nions, yet it left him so debilitated, that he
was,,ineaj>aCb>le"of

continuing his public services; and having preaohecf for 'the

last time, on the ISth.of ^September, 1791,-from the convic-

tions;of his own mind,- and the persuasions of,his friend's-,

he 'resigned the charge of his congre^ti^n^, ;

-
-. \

His patient submission to tlie divin^^ili wsts;an instruQtJve
lecture to those who were around him. When he'Teflectedrpn
the decay of his mental faculties, he would sometiijiies 'say,
"What an idiot I am become!" but immediately would add^
"but no wrong is,done to me. H

;
e that gave my faculties,

.has a right -t6.;take them away whenever he pleases, and he

might justly have done so forty years ago." Being asked by
oue-of 'his sons concerning the feelings of his mind, he re-

plied, "1 am happy on two considerations; Ahe one is, that

I am not in hell; the other, that I .am not afraid of ever go-
ing .there." At another time, when several of his

ftfamily
were together, the subject of politics was introduced, and>

something-mentioned respecting the probability of the king
of France losing his crown; upon which he obseryed, though
scarce able to understand the subject of conversation, "I
know a king who will not^lose his crown; I mean king Je-
sus. He reigns, and evejf^rill reign;" and with a flood of

Clears he added, "to him Imsh you every one to submit.''

His sight at length so failed, ,1that he,could neither read

ftpfJvvrite; and bis understanding and memory, continuing to

be impaired, he began tolong for the hour ofiifcis^dissolution.

,
However,he seemed greatly afraid lest his d^sijbe to depart
And to he with Christ, should -betray him into impatience. Af-
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description of his person; a review of his. life; and the

'most striking pcirts of. his character pointed out.

AS thja greater part of. my readers, perhaps, never
saw ftlr. Whitefield, a descripticftijiof his PERSON, a re-

ew of his^LiFE, and a display of THE
JN. HIS CHARACTER, cannot but be acceptable."'

His pp|bn was graceful, and well proportioned: his

ature i%ffeer aboA^e the middle size. His complexion
Was vepy^fair; His eyes were of a dark blue colour,
and small, blit sprightlyf he had a squint with one pf
tiemyoccasioned either by the ignorance or|tti|rca[rele|s-
ness of the nurse who attended him in tn.f^ rpeasles,

V'hen he. was about four years oldf
*
His features wene

in; general sgood and regular. His countenance was

manly, and his voice exceeding strong; yet bothVjere
[>f.fened with an uncommon degree of; sweetness. He

f TAB alw*ays very clean and neat; and often said, pleasant*

I/, "that a minister of the gospel ought to be without

e^ot." His Deportment was decent and easy,, without

tie least stiffness or formality; and his engaging, polite,

manner, made his company universally agreeable. In

t ?r breathing-, rather than living, for some months, he vvas,
on Saturday morning, March 2d, 1793, mercifully released
f-omthe burthen of the flesh, and. removed to a better and,

indissoluble mansion, inthe 74th year of his age.

O much respected, much lamented friend, "% r

Thy life was holy, happy was thine end!

JJy saints esteem'd, and e'en hy sinners blest,
:And best beloved by those who knew thee best!

In thee the Saviour's image -Clearly shone, -
;,

As chrystal lakes reflect the orient sun:

The wonders graceVdivine performed in thee,

l^ arid sviperiprj may it worb; in me!
'



his youth he was very slender, and moved his body
'** with great agility to action, suitable to his discourse;

but about the fortieth year of his age he began to grow
corpulent, which, however, was solely the effect of his

disease,;beihg always; eve.n to a proverb, remarkable
for his moderation, both in eating and drinking.

In reviewing the life of this extraordinary man, the

following particulars appear very remarkable.

First We are struck with his<unwearied diligence in

the offices of religion, and his conscientious improve-
ment of every portion of his time. Early in the morn-

ing hd rose to his Master's work, and all thlTclay long
was employed in a continual succession of different du-

ties. Take a view of his public conduct, here -he is

engaged either in preachiti|i0 the gospel, ifi
1 visit-

ing and givittg counsel to the afflicte'd, in instructing the

igifbraftt^br in clebrating the praises of God, : Observe
his behaviour in private cojnpany there you hear him

introducing, upon all
e occasions, and among all sorts, of

pebble.;
- discourse that tended to edification. And *if

yo'u'^llow him;t|S his retirements, you see' him writing
devout meditations upon the occurrences of the day,
or letters to his Christian acquaintance, full, of piety and
zeal. .What a gloomy idea must a stranger to vital .pi-

ety e'ntertain of a life spent, in this manner! He will
- .think it must have been not only joyless and disgusting,

but intolerably burthensome. Far otherwise did it ap-

pear in the experience of this servant of Christ. He
felt the greatest enjoymeri}; when engaged in a constant

round of social and religious- duties. In these, whole
weeks passed away like one day. And^ when he was
visited with any distress or affliction, preaching, as he
tells us himself, was his catholicon, and prayer his anti-

dote against every trial. The pleasure of a man of

business, in successfully pushing his trade, or of a phi-

-losopher, when pursuing, his favourite studies, may give
us some faint conception of the joys which he felt. Yet
so ardent were his desires after the heavenly happiness,
that he often longed to finish his work, and to go
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home to his Saviour. "Blessed be God," says he, "the

piospect of death is pleasant to my soul.
'

would not

lire here always. 1 want to be gone. Sometimes it

arises' from a fear of falling. Sometimes from K pros-

pect of future labours, nnrl sufferings.
'

Bat these are

times when my ?oul hath such foretastes of God: that I.

long more eagerly to be with him; and the prospect of

the /happiness which the spirits of just men made per-
ct now enjoy, often carries me, as it were, into inoth-

world."

Agnin. we are justly surprised at his frequent and fer-

jnt preaching, unner all the disadvantages o.f a sickly

Constitution,
ami the man}' fits of illness with which he

was suddenly seized. It most, indeed, be confessed,
it at change of air, frequent travelling on horseback,
and the many voyages he niade, might contribute to

tie. preservation of his health and vigour: but when
we consider what exertion of voice was necessary tQ

reach his large congregations; .that he preached ".gener-

ally twice or thrice every day,a*nd often four times on^tbt
e

LordVday; but above all, what waste of strength sfncl

>irits every sermon must have cost him, through,the

irnestness of his delivery, it is truly astonishing, how
s constitution could hold out so long. .He says, "I

reach till :
I sweat through and through." Buttheire is

another circumstance not less remarkable thahiei'ther

of the former; which is, the uncommon desire that all

sorts of people expressed to attend his preaching, and

tliat not upon the first or second visit only, but at every
succeeding opportunity. Wherever he went prodigi-
ous numbers flocked to hear him. .His congregations
often consisted of about four or five thousand; in popu-
lous places they swelled to ten thousand; sometimes
fourteen thousand; and upon some occasions the con-

course was so great, that they have been computed -to

le from- twenty to thirty thousand.

It is wonderful to think how he commanded the attenr

ion of such multitudes; with what cornposnre they lis-

t;nsd when he began, to speak; how they hung upo*-

.s

,e

h

P
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his lips, and were often dissolved in tears: and this watf

the case with persons of the most hardy and rugged, as

well ns those of the softer tempers.
f

.\. His eloquence was indeed very great, and of the truest

kind. 'He was utterly devoid of all appearance of af-

fectation. He seemed to be quite unconscious of the

talents be possessed. The importance of his subject,
and the regard due. to his hearers,

"

engrossed all his

concern. He .spoke like one who did not seek their ap-

plause, but was concerned for their best interests; and

who, from a principle of unfeigned love, earnestly En-

deavoured to lead them in the right way. And the ef-

fect, in some measure, corresponded to the design.

They did not amuse themselves with commending his

discourses; but being -moved and persuaded by what he

said, entered into, his views, felt his passions, and were

willing, for the tiine, at least, to comply with all his re-

quests. This was especially remarkable at his charity
sermons. When the most worldlv-minded were made

tjlpart with their money in so generous a manner, that

wnen they returned to their former temper, they were
v

ready to think that it had been conjured from them by
some inexplicable charm. The charm, however, was

nothing else but the power of his irresistible eloquence;
in which respect, it is not easy to say, whether he was
ever excelled either in ancient or modern times.

He had a strong and musical voice, and a wonderful
command of it. His pronunciation was not only proper,
but manly and graceful. Nor was he ever at a loss for

the-most natural and strong expressions. Yet, these in

him were but lower qualities.
The grand sources of his eloquence were an exceeding

lively imagination, which made people think they saw
'what he described: an action still more lively, if possi-

ble, by which, while every accent of his voice spoke to

the ear, every feature of his face, every motion of his

bands, and every gesture, spoke to the eye; so that the
most dissipated and thoughtless found their attention in-

voluntarily fixedt and the dullest and most ignorant:
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cjuld not hut understand. He had likewise a certain el-

evati^n of mind, which raised him equally above prkife
and censure^ and added^great authority to whatever h^5

,

|did. The natural language of this Christian fortitudMJ
lire have in one of his letters "the Lord only knows-
iow he will be pleased to dispose of me great afflic-

tions lam sure of having* and a sudden' death, blessed

l>e God, will not be terrible-^-1 know that my Redeemer
Mveth." I every day long to -see himj that I may be free-*

rom the remainder of sin, and -enjoy him, without in?"

erruption for ever."

But what was, perhaps, the most important of all, he
lad a heart deeply exercised in all the social, as well as

he pious and religious affections, and was at the same
imie most remarkably communicative, by which meana,g|
le was,peculiarly fitted to awaken|Uke feelings injptl^p
ers, and to sympathize with every oirtfthat had th^, t| ;

This last, some have thought,
1 was the distmguisljii1^||

part of his character. It was certainly, hbweyeJF|?attt||
eminent part of it. In his journals and Ietters7^^m^^
partial reader will find instances thereof almost|ini|eJ|JB^-

erypage; such as lively gratitude toJSM in"t^fiist^

place, and to all whom God had used ds" instramieliti' of

good to him sincere love in dealing so piainlj;^i|h' his

correspondents about the interests of their
soli^i

fre-

quent and particular intercession for his friends| his en- ,

emies, and all mankinds-great delight in the society of
Christian acquaintances many very sorrowful 'partings^
and joyful meetings with his iriends^-tender-hearted-

ness to the afflicted^-the pleasure in. procuring and ad-

ministering a seasonable supply to the indigent, and con-

descension to people of the lowest rank, to instruct; and
converse with them for their good, in as kind anlfll^bt-

able a manner as if he had been their brother or inti-

mate friend. These are manifest proofs that he had a
heart easily susceptible of every humane, tender, and

compassionate feeling. And this was certainly a gre|t
;

mean of .enabling him so strongly to affect the hearts Vf

'22



254
A

j$EM0IKS OF*TE

hi? natural talents for otfatdry^been lpjoyed in

secular affairs, and^een somewhat mote improve^ by

th^ refinenifent* of art, and the embellishments of eru-

||i|i3O.Dy
it is probable they would soon vhave ad yanced

Ipo^ to distinguished wealth and renown. But his sole

ambition was to serve a crucified Saviour, in the minis-

try of the gospel. And being early.eonvificed of the

great hurt thaHias been done to Christianity by a bigo%-

^dspifitjhe insisted riotuporijhe peculiar tenets ofa party :

"forj" says he in one of his letters, "I love all that love

our Lord Jesus Christ." in another, "Oh! how do I

long; to see ; bigotry and- party zeal taken away, and all

the Lord's servants more knit together!" Again, "I

wish all names among the saints of God were swallow-

up in that one of CHRISTIAN!" But upon the uni-

interestin0
doctrines of holy scripture, concern-

ruin of mankind by sin, and their recovery by
igrace ; doctrines, the truth of which he himself

'' n '

'

'

/
'

- f*

felt -to make men sensible of the misery of

'ation -from- God, and of the necessity of jus-

by iaith in the Lord Jesus Christ' of reeene-
~O -"-': ',5'"? *?$?}*" \'.' v . .

' "O

,.; /r|$i;oap>y the^Hply Spirit-^-and of a life of devoted ness

^(Soflj was thefvpriBcipal aim of all his discourses.

^be|;G^l^ methbdism I desire to know," says he, "is a

ho'ly -pp'tlSod of dying to ourselves arid living to God,"

By th^idescriptioft he was far from intending to conlioe
'

true religion to the exercises of devotion. By "living'

,toGod,'
r he meant a constant endeavour after conformi-

ty to the divine will in all things. "For," says he, in

another placCj "it is a great mistake to suppose religion
consists only in saying our prayers. Every Christian

lies- under a necessity to have some particular calling
whereby he may be a oseful;member of the society to

which he belongs. A man is no farther holy, than he is

relatively holy* and he only will adorn the gospel of
or Lord Jesus Christ in all things, who is careful to

.perform all the civil offices of lift, with a single eye to

God's glory, and from a principle of lively faith i Je-

sus Christ our Saviour. This is the morality which we
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preach."' ||e used*also to give this definition of true reji-

gion, ^'That it is a Uniye^r^a;! morality, founded upon the

love 6f God, and faith in the Lord Jessus Christ.". Li-

centiousness and luxury, and all sorts of time-wasting
and dissipating amjuseuients, how fashionable soever, he

constantly inveighed against. These- were the topics

on which he employed
;

his eloquence.
! But not to dwell any longer on his. accomplishment
as an orator, and the excellent purposes -to which,.

tirough the grace' of God, he devoted them; one thing
remains to be mentioned, of an infinitely higher order
t'iian any human powers whatever; and that is, the

fower of God which so remarkably accompanied the

[ibours of his servant, and without which, both scrip-
ture and experience teach us, thjit all external means,
however excellent, are ineffectual and vain. It is here
Hr. Whitefield is much to be envied, were it lawful to

irnvy any man. When we consider the multitudes that

were notionly awakened, but brought under lasting re-

ligious;mipressions by his ministry; and the multitudes

tpat werel wrought upon in fie same manner by
:the

ininistry of others, excited by his example, both in Great
Britain and America, we are naturally led into the same
sentiments with Mr. Wesley in his funeral sermon :-^-

1 What an honour hath it pleased God to put|jii{iipn his

iaithful servant! Have we read or heard of any pen
son since the apostles, who testified the gospel of the

grace of God through so widely extended t space,

ilhrough so large a part of the habitable world? Have
we read or heard ef any person who called so many

I housands, so many myriads of sinners to repentance?
Above all, have we read or heard of any who has been

! a blessed instrument in his hand, of bringing so mjtny

Dinners from darkness to light, and from the power of

atan unto God ?" -
,

: :

And he was enabled, as Mr. Wesley says of him, in

the -following lines, to ^V
"Stand as an iron pillar strong,
"And steadfast as a wall of brass."
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This excellent character
? joinecMo talents so extraor-,

dihary, and^to -labours wbioh,,God was pleased,- t6 _blgss

withalmost unequal success, was shaded with some in-

firmities. And what else could be.eypected in the pre-
sent condition of humanity? ^These^have been suffici-

ently laid open in the preceding narrative of^his-Hfe.

And it ought to be observed, that as there, was some-

thing very amiable in the frankness and unreserved ness

which presented his concealing them; so, through his

openness to conviction, his teachableness to confess and

correct bis mistakes^ they became still fewer and small-

er, and decreased continually as he advanced in "knqw.l-

edge and experience. : v ^ \/
5 In his letters we find (he following remarkabie*pas-
sages: "May God reward you for watching 'over my
spnl. It is difficult, Itfelieve, to go through the . fiery
trial of popularity and applause, ;untainted. When I

"

am unwilling to be told of my faults, correspond with

trieno rnoi-e. If I kn*w any thing of my hear^l^loye those

mfjsfewho are most faithfol to me in this
rcsp^||s|heBte-

X^r^rard, dear sir, 1 beseech yon, by the merJBiiei*8f God--
.',

:

-.-*,' :,1V. .' ' v / *~V-.-& -,;"'
'"

;

in;(|brtst Jesus, spare me not. We, must be helps to

.each other . on this side eternity. Nothing gives rne

more c,omfort, next to the assurance of..the eternal con-

tinuanceiof God's love, than the pleasing reflection of
.

"

. >'?*fi-fs?'T
- / - i o -f

Having 'so many christifin friends to watch with my.'soul.

g.I wish they would smile me friendly, and reprove me
ofteoer than they do. I rejoice that you begin to know

yourself. If possible, Satan will make us think more

highly- of jourselves than we ought^o think. I can tell

this by fataV experience. It is not sudden flashes of

jsy, bnt having the humility of Jesus Christ, that must

d<?|ifinoinate
us Christians.^ If we hate reproof, we are

so^r from being the true followers of the 'Lamb> of

, that in the opinion of the wisest*men we are bru-

O my dear brother, still continue faithful to my
;s^p-do not hate me in your heart in any wise re-

prove-ie. You need make no apology for your plain
. I love those best who deal-mostsineerely with me.
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Whatever errors I have been or shall be guilty of in

my ministry, I hope the Lord will shew me, and give
me grace to amend."

It would he unjust to his memory not to take notice

upon this occasion , of that uniformity of sentiment,
which runs through all his sermons and writings, after

he was thoroughly enlightened in the truth. Indeed,
when he first set out in the ministry, his youth and inex-

perience led him into many expressions "which were

contrary sto sound ,doctrine, and which made many of

the.sermons he first printed justly exceptionable: but

reading, experience and a deeper knowledge of his own
heart, convinced him of his errors, and upon all occa-
sions he avowe,d his belief of the thirty-nine articles of

the church of England, and the standards of the church
of Scotland, as expressly founded on the word of God.
HeJlovedhis friend, but he would not part with a grain
of sacred' truth for the brother of his heart. Thus we
see him constrained to write and print against the Ar-

miniarv tenets of Mr. John Wesley, whom he loved in

the bowels of Christ. And it appears from several oth-

er tracts in his works, that he neglected no opportuni-_

ty of stepping forth as a bold^ champion in defence of

that faith which was once delivered io.the saints.

Mr. Whitefield heing dead, the Rev. Mr. Parsons

preached a funeral sermon, the same day, from Phillip-

pians i. 21. 'For me to live is^ Christ, and to die is gain.'

Early next morning Mr. Sherburne, of Portsmouth, sent

Squire Clarkson and Dr. Haven, with a message to Mr."

Parsons, desiring Mr. Whitetield's remains might be
huried in his own new tomb, at his. own expense ;

and
in the evening several gentlemen from Boston came to

Mr. Parsons, desiring the body might be carried there :

But as Mr. Whitefield had repeatedly desired he might
be buried before Mr. Parsons's pulpit, if he died at

Newburyport, Mr. Parsons thought himself obliged to

deny both of their requests.
The following account of his interment is subjoined

to this sermon, viz. October 2, 177Q, At one o'clock
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all the bells in the town were tolled for an hour, and all

the vessels in the harbour gave their, proper signals, of

mourning. At 4wq o'clock the bells tolled a second

time. At three the bells called to attend the furieraL

The Rev. Dr. Haven, of Portsmouth, the Rev- Messrs.

Daniel Rogers, of Exeter, Jedediah ; Jewet, and James

Chandler, of Rowley, Moses Parsons of Newbury, and
Edward Bass, of Newburyport, w&re pall-bearers. The
procession was from the Rev.Mr. Parsons, of Newbury-
port, where Mr. Whitefield died. Mr. Parsons and his

family,; together with many other respectable persons,
followed the corpse in mourning. The procession was

only one mile, and then the corpse was carried into the

presbyterian church, and placed on the bier in the broad

aisle, when the Rev. Mr. Rogers made a very suitable

prayer, in the presence of about, six thousand persons,
within the walls of the church, while many thousands
were on the outside, not being able to find admittance.
Then the following hymn of Dr. WattsVwas sung by
the congregation :

1. Why do we mourn departing friendsl
"

Or shake at death's alarms?
?Tis but the voice that J esus sends
To call them to his arms.

2. Are we not tending
1

upward too,

. .
As fast as time can move?

Nor should we wish the hours more
To keep us from our love.

/

3. Why should we tremble to convey
Their bodies to the tomb?

There the dear flesh of Jesus lay,
. And left a long perfume.

,4.
;

The graves of all his saints he bless*d$
And soften'd ev'ry bed;

Where should the dying members
But with their dying Head?
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5V Thence he arose, ascending high, ,

And shew'd our feet the way: :

Up to the Lord our flesh shall fly, -,,

At the great rising day. -

6. Then
(
let the last loud trumpet sound.,

And bid our kindred rise:

Awake ye nations under ground;
Ye saints ascend the skies.

The following Epitaph, in memory of Mr. Whife-

field, was composed by the Rev. Thomas Gibbons.

In Reverendum Virnm

GEORGiUM WHITEFIELD ,

laborious sacris olim abundantem; nunc vero, ut bene spe,
latur coslestem et immortalem vitam cum Christo agentem,

EPITAPHIM,
(Auctore THOMAS. GIBBONS, S.T. P.)

Electum e,t divinnm vas, Whitefield, suisti

Ingenio pollens, divitusque sacris:

His opibus populo longe lateque tributes, .

Tandem perfruers Io3ticia superum
Cinque hanc intrasti, Domino plaudente ministrum:!

Expertum in niultis, assiduumque bonum:
Ecce mea portus, et clara palatia cosli

Delicis plenis omnia aperta tibi.

'Dum matutinam Stellam, qudm dulce rubentem!
Vivicos roresque ossa sepulta manent.

TRANSLATION.
A.vessel chosen and divine, replete

With nature's gifts, and graces richer stores,
Thou WHITEFIELD wast: these through the world dispen'd

In long laborious travels, thou at length
Hast reach'd the realms of rest, to which thy Lord
Has ^elibpined thee with his immense applause.

All;hail, my servant, in thy various trusts

Found vigilant and faithful, see the ports,
See the eternal kingdoms of the ski eg,
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With all their boundless glory, boundless joy
Open'd for thy reeeptio'n and thy bliss.

!

. Meantime the body, in its peaceful cell,

Reposing from its toils, awaits the star,
"

Whose living lustres lead that pvomis'd morn,.
Whose vivifying dews thy mouldered corse

Shall visit, and immortal life inspire.

CHAPTER XXI.

Extracts from some of the funeral sermons preached on

the occasion of hi& death.

MANY sermons were preached upon occasion of his

death, both in America and England, Frpm these, the

reader will probably nbt be displeased to see the fol-

lowing extracts^-.- as they not only set the character of

Mr. Whitefieid in a variety of lights, but are so many
testimonies to it, by witnesses of undoubted credit, in

different parts of the world.

The first sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Par-

sons, at Newburyport, the very day on ..which he died,
from Phil, i: 21. "For me to live is Christ, and to die is

gain." In which he gives the following character of

his departed friend :-">

Extract from Mr. Parsons's funeral sermon for Mr.
Whitefieid. Christ became a principle of spiritual life

in his soul, while he was an under graduate at the uni-

versity in Oxford. Before his conversion he was a pha-
risee of the pharisees, as strict as ever Paul was before

God met him on his way to Damascus, according to his

own declaration in his last sermon, which I heard him

preach at Exeter, yesterday. He was, by means of

reading, a very searching, puritanical writer^ convin-

ced of the rottenness of all the duties he had done, and
the danger of a self-righteous foundation of hope.
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hen he heard Christ -speak to Him in the gospej^r lie

ed, %ord what
w'ilt^

thou have nre to dg\ . And it

;ms as ifyat that time, it had been known^to hin^thaC
"Was ~a? chosen vessel, to bear the

J||jH?e of^tesus
irist through the British nation 'andtHer colonies: to

ind before kings an3- nobles -."and a'll sorts -of people.aw. ^ t *" *
i

"^ * +fc *.
"" i^*M

^preach Christ and him" crucified. Frona^ th{4 time
e dawn of salvation had living power^in hi^.heart,
d he had an ardent desire to furnish himselfTor the

.gospel ministry. To this end, beside th^l
usual studies

;i? the college, he gave himself !

to- reading' the ^haly
"'

riptu res, to meditation and praye
s

ry and
pa'rtictj|(a'rly ,

? read Mr. Henry's Annotations ojsi the Bible; upon
his knees before God.

"Since 'my^first acquaintance with him, which is about

lirty years ago, I havie
1

highly esteemedI -'him as' an ex-
/ J

^
O/

,
O ;

'

*/ 4 "

"llent Christian, and an^eminent minister of the go'spel.
i
h^rCrtiib

bent for Christ, with srich a sprightly,* ac-

ve%enius, could notvadmit of?/a stated fixed 'residence

'one place, as the pastor of a|particular congregation;
d, therefore, he chose to itinerate^frQmiplace to placel7

.

*
,~ . j . ..

-

'>x i.-'-.^-"^"-^"^^!.*
" ' ' -

' r f

nd from one country to aribtheTjvJ^hich, indeed, was
rauch bettgr suited to his talents, than a fix

would have. been. I often considered him as

the midst of heaven, with the everla^t-

ng gospel, tp preach vinto them that dwell on the earth;
or he preached the uncorrupted word of Godj aqd'gave
olemn warnings against all corruptions of the gospel of

Christ.* Widen he came the first time to Boston, the
renerable i)r. Coleman, with whom I h=ad a small ac-

uaintance, condescended to write to me, 'that the won-
erful man was come, and that they "had a week of sab-

'aths; that his zeal for the cause of Ghrist was extraor-

inary; and yet he recommended himself tp his many
'.

^
. '-<~- '.-~. *' '

*"
- - - *

--*.'.- v= ., . .

^
* The late Dr. Grpsvenor, upon hearing Mr. Whitefield

preach at^Charles-square, H,oxtonj expressed himself thus:

"TbatSf the' apostle Paul^ had preaqhed to this auditory,
he woul^nave-preaGhed in the sajne manner.'2
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ihousarid' hearers by^his engagedness for holiness and ,

souls.' I^oon, had an ^opportunity to observe, that

wherever he^flew, like a flame of fire, his mipistry gave
a ge$eral4ila<4cn to all sorts of people, though before

they-iiad, for^a^long time, been amazingly sunk into

dead jFormality. It was then a time, in New England,

thaXipal c.hristians~ generally had slackened the^ir zeal

for Christ^ and -fallen into a remiss and careless frame
of spirit; and hyppcritieal professors were sunk into a

deep slefp .pf carnal security. Ministers .and their

^seemed -to be at ease. But his preach-
to be* ffrbai the heart, though too many,

the s|yne ^things, prea,ched as if it were in-

di'fiere|it, whether they were received or rejected. We
were convinced that he believed the message he brought
us to be of the l^t^importanGer Nevertheless, as soon

asi thefe was time for reflection, the enemies of .Christ

begati'to/ cavil, and hold up some of his sallies;, as if

they wljere unpardonable faults. By such means b^eHmet

with a:storm as tempesjtuous as the troubled sea^ that

casts up mire a^d$||rt. 'Some of every station were too

fond of'their olifjpty of formality, to part with ijt^fpr"

such a despised cause as living religion; I$ut the Spi-
Ht^of hrist sent homCvthe message of the Lor.d upon
the consciences of some, and shoqk them off fro% their,

false hopes: but many began to ifiad fault., -and some to

iVirite .against his evangelizing through the country,

whlI(B||thers threatened fire-brands, arrows and death.

Yet Qod gave room for hi* intense zeal to operate, and
fit objects appeared, wherever he went, to engage hiift

in preaching Christ, and him crucified. *

"In his |repeated visits to America^ when his services

had almost exhausted his animal spirits, and his friends

were ready to cry, 'Spare thyself, his hope of serving
CJhristj and*winning souls to him, animated and engaged
him to run almost any risque. Neither did he ever
cross ithe Atlantic,, on an itinerating visitation, without

v.isiting''

s

his numerous, brethren here, to* see" howt religion
prospered amongst them

j
and we know that his labours
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hare been unwearied among us, and to the applause;fcf
all his hearers; and through the infinite mercy ^of God,
his labours have sometimes been crown&a witli great
success, in the conversion of sinners, and the;:,ed,ification

saints And though he often returned from the pul-

r _ very feeble^ after public preaching, yetlfiis engaging
swnetnes^s of conversation, changed the suspicions of

many into passionate love and iri^dship.
"In many things his example m worthy ;of imitation-

arid if in any thing he exceeded or came short, his in-

tegrity, zeal for God, and love to Christ and his gospel,
rendered him, in extensive usefulness, more than equal
toi any of his brethren. In preaching here, and through
most parts of America, he has been in labours more
abundant, approving himself a minister of God, in much
patience, in afflictions, in watchings, in fastings, by pure-
ness, ,bVj,

the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned; as sorrow-

ful, y'et''always rejoicing; as having nothing, yet pos-
sess

ing^all things. And God that comforteth those that
are cast down, has often comforted us by his coming ;

aii 1 not by his coming only, but by the consolation where-
! wi ;h he was comforted in us, so that we could rejoice
th<smore.

>His popularity exceeded all that I ever knew; and
though tbje asthma was sometimes an obstruction to him,
his delivery and entertaining method was so inviting to
this last, that it would command the attention of thefvast
multitudes! of his hearers. An apprehension of his con-
cern to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, and to do good to
th<5 souls of men, drew many thousands after him, who'
never embraced the doctrines he taught. He had some-
ti ng so peculiar in his manner, expressive of sincerity
in all he delivered, that it constrained the most aban-
doned to think he believed what he said was not only
true, but of the last importance to souls; and by adapt-
ed texts adduced, and instances of the grace of God re-
lied agreeable thereto

, often surprised his most judi-
cious hearers.

is labours extended not only to New England, and
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many other colonies ID British America, but were emi-

nent and more abundant in Great Britain. Many thous-

ands at his chapel and tabernacle, and in other places,
vwer'e witnesses that he faithfully endeavoured to restore

j'T'VAv^
"

'' '
'

'

'-. '**.
-

- .
' '

-

the interesting doctrines of the reformation, and the pu:

rity.of the*church to, its primitive glory. Some among
the learned, some of the mighty and noble, h^ave been
called by his min^to^to testify for the gospel of the

grace of God;*tT^piStee of his reasonings against cor-

rupt principles, and the easy method he had in exposing
the danger of them, have astonished the most that heard
Him in all places where he preached/ How did.he la-

ment and withstand the modern unscriptural notions of

religion and salvation, that were palmed upon the

churches of every denomination! tht affecting change
ironi primitive purity to fatal heresy, together with the

sad effects of it in mere formality and open wickedness,
would often make him cry, as the prophet did frftlnbth-

. er case 'How is the gold become dim, and the most

fine gold changed! How hath the Lord covere'd the

daughter of Zion with a cloud in his anger, and cast

down from heaven to earth the beauty of Israel.' ;j

-^ "It is n6;;iyonder that this man of Goo! should m^etl
W with enemies and with great opposition to his ministry \

for hell trembled before him. It is no more than

may be always expected of the devil, thajrhe should

stirrup his servants, to load the most eminent ministers

of Christ with calumny and most impudent lies; and

represent them as the tilth and offscouring of all things.
All this may lie, and often has been done, under a pre-
tence of great concern for the honour of Christ, and the

preservation of gospel order. When Satan totters and
'

begins to fall, he can find men enough to cry, 'the church
is in danger;' and that he knows is Sufficient with ma-

ny to hide his cloven foot, and make him appear as at)

angel of light.

"Through a variety of such labours and trials,. our

worthy friend, and extensively useful servant of Christ,

$fr.. Whitefield, parsed both in England and America;
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bult the''Llord was his stm to.guide and animate him. and
i t o ($&* "

His shield to defend and help him unto the end: neither

,diil he count his own life dear, so that he might finish his

course with joy, and the,ministry that he had received
"

the Lord 'Jesus, to testify the gospel of floe grace ooil

G

di

TV

d.
^^ X -x

"The iast sermon that he preached, though under the

advantage of a stage in the pjpen air, was delivered

thsuch clearness, pathos, atscf" elaq&ence, as to please
and surprise the surrounding j&ft&^ids. And as he had
been confirmed by the grace of God many years before,
and had been waiting and hoping for his last change, he
then declared, that he hoped it was the last .time he
should ever preach. Doubtless, He then had such clear

viuws of the ble*seduess of open vision, and the com-

plete fruition of GIK! ,1ni

jEhr^,,
that he felt the'pleasures

of b/eayen in his r;'p%wseit.s^vj|. which made 'hisi counte--

na^ejlhine'like the unclouded sun."

[lowing liLes are a part of a poem on Mr.

"Whitifield, written fiy a negro servant girl, seventeeii

years of age, belonging to Mr. ^. gWhVatley, of Bos*

''top. .
.

'

.

:

-, : ."..;'/.
. .^g^''^: ;v :;

j

"He prayed that grace in- every ;
heart mig^t*dw*ll, ':. >^

He long'd to see America excel; :

, ,

'He charg'd its youth.to let the grace diviue

.Arise, and in their future actions shine.

He offer'd that he did himself receive,
A greater gift not God himself\can ^ive.,

He'urg'd the need of Him to e^orT/one;
It was no less than God's co-eqnal Son.
Take Him ye wretched for your only good;
Take him ye starving souls to be youj:, food. >

Ye thirsty, come- to this life-giving 8lre.r>i'i

Ye preachers take him foi- yourjoyful theme*'
J Take Him my dear Americans, he said,

Be your complaints in his kind bbsomlaid. . ,

Take Him, ye Africans, he lojgs for you; f^,^1#\
Impartial Saviour, is his title due.

' X *l'S'~^/
-if you will choose to walk in grace's road,

rf

t%f^,Jj;*'--
shall be sonsj and kiugs, and priests, to Go& *^V {
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Great countess! we Americans revere . ,

'Thy name, and thuslcfondole thy grief sincere-.
N

NewfEnglarid', sure doth feel;" the orphan's smart
' Reveals the .true sensations of his heart,
His lonely tabernacle sees no more
A Whitefield landing on the British shore.

*

Then let us view him in yon azure skies,
xL'et every mind with tb-isloy'd object rise. . f , ;

' Thou tomb, shall safej.retain thy sacred trust.
Till lifedivine re^jjnates'his dust,"

' The 'next sermon was preached by Dr. Pembertop,,
*f Boston, October 11, 1770, upon 1 Peter i. 4. "To
an inheritance reserved in heaven for you." In which ha
says:
"lam not fond of funera.1 panegyrics. But where

persons have been distinguishly .honoured by heaven,
and employed to do uncommon services for Qed's church

upon earth, it would be criihinal ingratitude fjMuflfer
them to*drop into the dust without the most respj?ciful
-notice. The memory of the just is blessed ! ^Siterity.
will view Mr. Whitefield, in many respects, as one of
the' most extraordinary characters of the present age.
~Iis zealous, jincessant, and successful labours, in Europe
.nd Ameri'cajtare without a parallel.
"Devoted early to,(?odjhe ;|took orders as soon as the

constitution of the established.church in England allow-

ed. 'His first appearance in the' work of the ministry
was attended with surprising success. The largest
churches in London were not able to contain the num-
bers that perpetually flocked to hear his awakening dis-

courses.
' The crowds daily increased. He was soon

forced into the fields, followed by multitudes, who hung
with silent attention upon his. lips, and with avidity; re-

ceived the word of life. The spirit of God, in an un-

common measure, ^descended upon the hearers. The
secure were awakened to a salutary fear of divine

.

inquiring minds were directed to Jesus, the

of a revolted world the vicious were
reclaimed

j
and those who had hitherto restetf
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a foimiof godliness, were made acquainted with the
--/SV$3K& .H .

r* * '
..

in

power'ofTa divine life. 'The people of God were re-

freshed with the consolation of the blessed Spirit, and

rejoiced to see their exalted Master, going on from con-

quering to conquer, and sinners of all orders and char-,

aoters, bowing to the sceptre of a crucified Saviour.

"His zeal could not be confined within the British

islands. His ardent desire for the welfare of immortal

souls, conveyed him to the distant shores of America.
We beheld a new star arise in the hemisphere of these

i^estern churches; and its salutary influences 'Were dif-

fused through a great part of the British settlements in

these, remote regions. We heard with pleasure, from a"

divine of the episcopal communion, those great doer

t-ines o_f the gospel, which our venerable ancestors
'

brought with them from their native country. With a

soul elevated above a fond attachment to forms and ce-

monies, he inculcated that pure and unadulterated re-

gi6'ri,.for the preservation of which our fathers banish-

eld themselves into an uncultivated desert. In his 're-
-

' '

'.'" ";,?'

'

- ? '

p|eated progresses through the colonies, he was favour-

d with the same success which attended him on the

ther side of the Atlantic. He preached frojrn'clay io

ay in thronged assemblies; yet his hearers never dis-

overed the least weariness, but always followed him
with increasing ardour. When in the pulpit every eye

:
was fixed upon his expressive countenance; every e"ar

ijvas
charmed with his .melodious voice; all sorts of per-

fsons. were captivated with the propriety and beauty of

bis address.

"But it is not the fine speaker, the accomplished or-
;;

,

ator, that we are to celebrate from the sacred desk:

hese engaging qualities, if not . sanctified by divine:

grace, and consecrated to the service of heaven, are

as the sounding brass, and the tinkling cymbal. -Wshea.

misimproved, instead of conveying happiness to man-

kind, they render us more -illustriously miserable.

"The gifts of nature, the acquisitions!of aft, -which

adorned the character of Mr. Whitefillllfwere demote*
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_tq ,the, honour of Gad, and the enlargement.of |h* king-
domrof our divine Redeemer. While he preached the

gospelf the Holy Ghost was sent down to apply it to the

consciences of the hearers; .the eyes of the blind were

opened^ to behold the gldries of the compassionate Sa-

viour; the ears of the deaf were unstopped, to attend to

ihe' invitations of incarnate love
; the dead were ani-

mated with a divine principle of life; many in ail parts
of- the .land were turned from darkness to light, and
fronli : the power of satan unto God;
"Those doctrines which we had been instructed in

from our infancy, by our faithful pastors, seemed to ac-

quire new force, and were attended with uncommon suc-

cess when delivered by him. His discourses were not

trifling speculations, but contained the most interesting

truths; thy were not an empty tplay of wit, but solemn
addresses to the hearts of men. .

"F6,convince .sinners that they were by nature; chil-

dren 'of wrath
; by .practice, transgressors of the divine

!jjjj$i
and in consequence of this, exposed to the Vsenge-

ance vof offended heaven; to display the trancendeut

excellency of a Saviour, and persuade awakened mind?,
to confide in his merits and righteousness, as the only

hopes of a guilty world; to impress upon the professors
of the gospel the necessity, not only of outward refor-

mation, but an internal change, by the powerful influen-

, eespf the Spirit; to lead the faithful to a jealous prac-
tice of the various duties of the Christian life, that they
may evidence the sincerity of their faith, and adorn the

doctrine of God their Saviour. These were the reign-
;ing subjects of his pulpit discourses.

"He was no contracted bigot, but embraced Christians

of every denomination in the arms of his charity, and

acknowledged them to be children of the same Father,
servants of t.he same Master, heirs of the same undefi-
led inheritance. .

"That? 1 ana not complimenting the dead, but speak-
ing the

words^fj-truth
and soberness, I am persuaded I

Jitave many witnesses in this assembly. ,
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"He was always received by multitudes with plea-
ure when he favoured these parts with his labour^; but.

ic never had a more obliging reception than in his last

visit. Men of the first distinction in the province, not

nly attended, his ministry, but gave him the highest
narks of their respect. With what faithfulness did he
eclare unto us the whole counsel of God! With what

olemnity did he reprove us for pur increasing degenera-

:y! With what zeal did he exhort -us to remember*
ToniLWhence we were fallen, and repent and do our

j:irst(wbrks, lest God should come and remove our can-

dlestick out of its place!
"Animated with a (Sod-like design of promoting the

emporal and spiritual happiness of mankind, after the

ixample of his divine Master, he went about doing
good. In this he persevered with unremitting ardour
nd assiduity, till death removed him to that rest which
emains for the people of God. Perhaps no man, since

he apostolic age, preached oftener or with greater sjic-

:ess.
-

.
.

"If we view his private character, he will appear in

a most amiable point of light. The polite gentleman j

the faithful friend; the engaging companion; above all,

the sincere Christian, were visible in. the whole of his

deportment.
"With large opportunities of accumulating wealth,

he never discovered the least tincture of avarice. What
he received from the kindness of his friends, he .gener-
ously employed in offices of piety and charity. His be-

nevolent mind was perpetually forming plans of exten-

sive usefulness. The orphan-house, which many years
ago he erected in Georgia, and the college fife was foun-

ding in that province at the . time of his death, will "be

lasting monuments of his care, that religion and learn-

ing might be propagated to future generations.
"I haye not, my brethren, drawn an imaginary por-

trait, but Described a character,exhibited in real life. I

have not mentioned his natural abilities, which were

vastly above the common standard. I cprisider him
23*
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m the light of a Christian, and a minister of

JfesuSCKrlst; in which hje sfionie with a superior lustre,

as a^staf of the first magnitude. ",
""

"After all, 1 any not representing a perfect man; there

are spots in the most shining characters^ upon earth.

But this may be said of Mr. Whitefield with justice,
that after the most public appearances, for above thirty

years, and the most Critical examination of his conduct, ,

no other blemish could be fixed upon him, than what
.arose from the common frailties of human nature, and
the peculiar circumstances which attended his first en-

trance into public life.

"The imprudencies of inexperienced youth, fie fre-

<juently acknowledged from the pulpit, with a frankness

which will for ever do honour to his memory. He took

care to prevent any bad consequences that might flow

from his unguarded censures in the early days of his

ministry. The longer he lived, the more he evidently
increased in purity of doctrine, in humanity, in meek-

ness, prudence, patience, and the other amiable virtues

pf the Christian life."

Another funeral sermon ori Mr. Whitefield, was

preached by the Rev. 'Mr. Ellington, at Savannah^ in

Oeorgia, November 11, 1770, upon Hebrews xi. 26.

"Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the

treasures of Egypt: for 'he had respect unto the recompense

of the reward" In which are the following passages:*

* Extract of a letter from the late Rev. Cornelius Win-
ter, to the Rev. William Jay. .

"You have no conception of the effect of Mr. White-
field's death upon the inhabitants of the province of Geor-

gia. All the black cloth in ;jhe stores;was bought op; the

pulpit and desks of the chur<5K|*the branches, the organ loft,.

*ttie pews of the governor and council, were covered with
black. The governor and council in deep mourning, con-
vened at the state-house, and went in processio^to church,
and were received by the organ playing a funeral dirge.
Two funeral sermans were preached, one by the Rev. Mr.
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receiving the -melancholy news of the" jiiueh

labaented death of a particular friend to the province,

person,who was once minister of this church, is th ^

reason of this discourse; and my choice of the subject

before us is, to pay my grateful respect to the memory
6i this well-known, able minister of the New Testa-

ment, and faithful servant of the most high God, the

R ev, George Whitefield. whose life was justly esteemed,
a!rd whose death will be greatly regretted, by the sin-

cere religious part of mankind of all denominations, as

g as there is one remaining on earth who knew him,
to recollect the fervour of spirit, 'and holy zeal with

which Ke spake, when preaching the everlasting gospel;
and every other part of his disinterested: conduct, cpn-

sjiitent with the ministerial character, in life and conver-

sation. Mr. Whitefield's works praise him loud enough.
l! urn not-able to say any thing that can add greater.lus-
trs to them. May everyone that' ministers in holy

things, and all who partake of their ministrations, have

ei[ual right to the characteristic in the text, as he had.

;

"It is the ruling opinion of many, that the offence of

the cross is long since ceased
;
and that whatever evil

treatment some of a singular turn may meet with, it is

oily the fruit of their own doings, and the reward of

tteir own work, whereby they raise the resentment of

Hiankind against them for uncharitable slander, and spi-
ritual abuse. But whoever knoweth any thing of the

gospel^ and hath experienced it to be the power of God
ittito salvation, knoweth this is the language of persons

O are unacquainted with the depravity of their na-

ture
';',
and through the degeneracy of their|hearts, are

to be disturbed therefore are saying to the

Mlington; the other by the -Re'vi Mr. Zubly.'' See Memoir*
'

the Rev. Cornelius Winter, Letter xi. p. 104V
" *

The same|public
marks of regard were shown at one of

tt e chureliS^n Philadelphia, of which Mr. Sproutt is pas-
tT, which,%y the desire of, the session and committee, was
put in mourning. Also, at their desire and expense,- the
bells of Christ church, in that city, were rung muffled.
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ministers of Christ, prophecy unto us smooth thjftgs.

But the ministers of the gospel are .to-be sons of thtfn-

der, and so to utter their voice, and conduct their lives,
as to prove the nature of their work..

"Our dear and reverend friend was highly honoured
for many years, in being a happy instrument to do this

successfully. With .what holy zeal he proceeded, long
.before he. was publicly ordained to the sacred office,

has been long attested ;
and no person has been able^to

contradict the testimony. ,
No sooner did he appear in

the work of the sanctuary, but he soon convinced his

numerous auditories, that his Almighty Lord, who had

given him the commission, had by his grace wrought
him for the self-same thing; and through the Holy Spi-
rit attending his endeavours, made him a workman that

needetb not to be ashamed. One would think his great
success in his public labours, the frequent opportunities
he embraced f doing good,, by the relief of people in

distressing circumstances, every occasion he took to use
his influence for the good of mankind, and the whole of

his behaviour through a life of fifty-six years, being, so

far as the frailty of our present state would admit, un-

blamable and unreproachable, should have exempted
him from contempt and reproach. But, quite the con-

trary: there was so near a resemblance with his bless-

ed Master, that obliged him to bear his reproach. He
has suffered with him on earth, and he is now glorified
with him in heaven. He has laboured abundantly, and
'he has bee*h as liberally reproached and maligned from

every quarter. Clergy and laity had whet their tongues
like a svyord against him, and bent their bows to shoot

their arrows; but the Lord, amongst all, has known and

approved his righteous ;, servant. Though it is well

known, he has had opportunity long since to enjoy epis-

copal emolument; yet, in his opinion, and it will be
found he judged like a wise man in the

:iiend, sinners,

through his instrumentality, being turned uljLto the Lord,
and becoming his joy and crown of rejoicing, in the day
of our Lord Jesus, was esteemed a greater honour thae
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this world could afford him. pis longing de-

cile for the salvation of immortal souls, wouldjnot admit
his being confined within the district of any walls ;

ugh it must be acknowledged, he* never thought of

co mmencing^field preacher, till his jnvidioiis enemies
refused him church pulpits, with indignatibn or" spirit

unbecoming the lowest and vulgar class of mankind, much
less men professing themselves preachers of godliness,

TJ'hough
he has, throughout the, whole course of his

ministry, given sufficient probf of his inviolable attach-

ment to our 'happy establishment, he was desirous to

piintenanee the- image of Christ wherever he saw it,

vpH knowing, that political institutions* in any nation

whatever, should not destroy the blessed union, or pre-

v|
nt the communion which ought to subsist throughout

the holy catholic church, between real and sincere

ch ristians of all denominations. Some people may re*

tain such a veneration for apostolic phrases, as to sup-

pcseihey ought not to be applied to other persons. Sor-

tjy am I to observe, that few deserve the application of

them. . But of Mr. Whitefield we may say, Tvith.the

strictest truth, in jouriieyings often, in perils of water,
in perils of- robbers-, in perils of his own countrymen, in

perils in the city,, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in

the sea, in perils among false brethren, in wearinessjand
psiirifulness, he hath approved himself a ministe?i of
God. AlUwho knew and were acquainted with him,
spon discovered in him every mark of good sense and

good manners. His company and conversation were so

enlivening and entertaining, and at the same time so in-5,,

s|tractive
and^ edifying, that no person with the least de-

g 'ee of common sense could behave improperly in his

presence. In him met, which we do not often meet in

one person, the finished and complete gentleman, and
e real and true Christian. Why then did he take

easuve in reproaches, and submit to the taunts and in-

sults both of the-vulgar and.politer part of mankind ?^-
H e had respect to the recompence of reward. Thought
me believer's work will never entitle him to a reward
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of debt, yet the reward
;pf grace will always excite a

holy desire to render something to the Lord. What
wilt thou bare me to do? is the incessant inquiry of

that soul, who, by the- merits of the Redeemer's death,
and the virtue,ofx his. precious blood, is redeemed -from

sin, antl made a|pa-rtaker of the inheritance incorruptible,

undetiled, and that fadeth not away! Faith operates

by good works : and let all the men of thfe world,, say to

the contrary, or put ever so base a construction upon
our doctrine, it will evidence itself by these good fruits.

lit w|usfrom these principlesi that Mr. Whitetield acted,
and they were -productive of the desired effect, not only
in almsrgivingf this was but a small matte^ when eom.-

pared with the happier and more important attempt
, which he made for the good of mankind, at the hazard
of hiSrliiQ, and the expence of an unblemished charac-

ter. ,Hovy he has preached with showers of stones, and

many" other instruments .of, malice and. revenge about

his ears, many of his surviving friends can witness. But

having the salvation^ of sinners at heart, and a great
desire to rescue them from the- power of eternal death,
..he resolved to spend and bV spent for the.service of, pre-
cious and immortal souls; , and spared no pains, and re-

fused no labour, so. that he mignt but administer to their

real and eternal good. And glory b to our good Qod,
jh|hath persevered and, endured, to,the end of his life,

haying respect unto the recompence ofthe regard. Sure--
'

ly hothing else could support him under >ueh a weight
of care, and enable him, amidst it all, for so many years,

:i-if$ -bear
;

it with so much cheerfulness. The worthy in-

- babitants of this province do not want my attestation, ei-

ther to the loss the province has sustained, or to the de-

sire he has had for its prosperity. His indefatigable

. endeavours to promote it, and the ; many fervent pray-
ers

,
be has night- and day offered for it, speak Ipud

enough. Happy omens we would hope in favour of it,

both as to its temporal increase, and spiritual prosperi-

ty. May God raise up some useful men to|vsupply his

place, and carry on unto perfection what he hath so di^
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interestedly begun, that the institution he has founded
in tiis province may be of public utility to the latest

As td his death, little more can he said of it, than

has been comniunicated-to the public already. He died

like' a hero in the fiefd of battle he has been fightijag

the battles of the Lord of hosts upwards of thirty years
against the woi-ld, sin, and salan and he has been a

conqueror he has fought successfully -many^ ve^y tea*

converted sinhners are the trophies of his victory:
now his warfare is accomplished, fhe captain of his

njp
But
,-sal ration has granted him a discharge, he has entered
inti his everlasting rest, and'is reaping the benefit of a

sincerely dedicated .jto' the service of the once cru-life:

cif ed, but now exalted Jesus. He preached the day
fore his decease: though his death was sudden, he
s not sqrprised.' The morning of his departure, not

bfe

w;s
I

.
.

-.
"

. .~
-

.
"^ *-* * ' " '

muriy hours before his spirit took its flight to the re-

gions of bliss, he prayed to the God of his salvation,
and committed his departing soul into

,
his hands, as

faithful Creator, and all merciful Redeemer. Soon

after, he said,
l
[ am near my end' -then fell asleep^-h%

fainted and 'died-rnot one sigh or groan: theL,b,rd heard

h|is prayer, and granted his request, and gave him an'

.e'c.sy dismission out of, time into eternity. Sudden death
was his desire, and sudden death was to him sudden glo-

ry. He has fought the good fight: few, if any, since

tlie apostles, have been more extensively .useful, or la-

fei)ured more abundantly. Thousands, I belie've, I may,
with propriety say, in England, Scotland, and Americ$p
have great reason to bless God for his ministrations; for

he hath travelled far -and wide, proclaiming the glad

tidings of salvation through faith in a crucified Saviour.

Adorable Emmanuel, make tho'u up the loss of him to

iby'church and people! Let a double portion of thy
Spirit be poured out upon the remaining ministers'. Let
itnat holy fire, !which burnt so bright in thy deparlied

jservant, warm each of their hearts! And, thou Loytl
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of the harvest, send, forth more such true and faithful

labourers into thy harvest!"

Many funeral discourses were preached for him at

home and abroad. In that by ,the Rev. D. 'Edwards,
November 11, 1770; on Hebrews^!. 4. "By it he being

dead, yet speaketh"^*is given
1 the character of Mr.

Whitefield as follows :

1. "The ardent love he bore to the Lord Jesus Christ.

was remarkable. This divine principle constrained him
to an unwearied application in the servitie of the gos-

pel j
and transported him, at times, in the eyes of some,

beyond the bounds of sober reason. He^Was content to

be a fool for Christ's sake; to be despised, so Christ

might be honoured; to be nothing that Jesus might be all

in all. He had such a sense of the incomparable excel-

lence of the person of Christ, of his adorable conde-

scension in taking our nature upon him, and enduring
the curses of the holy law; his complete suitableness

and sufficiency, as the wisdom, righteousness, saricti'fica-

tidn, and redemption of hisjpeople, that he could never

5ay enough of him. He was so convinced of the happy
tendency and efficacy of this principle in his own mind,
that he made use of it, and proposed it to others, in

the room of a thousand arguments whenever he would
inculcate the most unreserved obedience to the whole
will of Qod, or stir up believers to a holy diligence in

adorning the doctrines of (Jo'd our Saviour in all thing's.

Inspired by this principle, nothing frightened or flatter-

ed him from his duty.
''x

2. "Another pleasing ingredient in his character, atad

a sure evidence of the former, was love to the souls Of

mankind. He rejoiced in' their prosperity as one that

had found great great spoil ;
and with St. Paul, was wil-

ling'to spend and be spent, in promoting their happiness.,
He loved all who loved Jesus Christ in sincerity, how-
ever fhey 'might differ in some circumstantials. He
embraced all opportunities to'expose the malignant lea-

ven of a party^ and to remdve prejudices atid niisappre-
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hensipn|,v which good people' often entertain of one ano-

U]|er,iw1&(n under the influence of a sectarian huniour.

1

3. "His attachment to the great doctrines of the gos-

pel was inflexible; having known their worth, and ex-

perienced their power in his own heart, he plainly saw
that

s

though they were unacceptable to the carnal heart,

yet. they bore the plain impress of the infinite wisdom
of God. Those important truths, which tended to hum-
ble the sinner, to exalt Christ, and promote holiness ia

heart and life, were his darling subjects. He did not

disguise gospel truths by some artful sweetening, to

render them more palatable to. men of corrupt minds:
he studied to preach the word in its purity, plainness,
ar. d simplicity. The warmth of his zeal disgusted ma-

ny who make a mighty outcry about candour and cha-

ri :y, and are willing to extend it to ever}' sentiment, ex-

cept the truths in which the apostles gloried. It was
his love to the truths of God, and the souls of men, that

led him to expose those who plead for the rectitude and

tcellency of human nature; deny the proper Godhead of
;sus Christ-justification by faith in his righteousness impiGL-

d, on the new birth; and the absolute necessity of the

Derations of the Holy Ghost. Faith and holiness were
per united together in his system, in opposition to

lose who pretend to faith without obedience to the law
*

God as a rule of life. He knew errors, in the great
uths of the gospel are hot indifferent, but dreadful and

,tal; he knew it was not candour and charity to

ly that errors in judgment are not hurtful, but the
reatest unmercifulness and cruelty; therefore he often

eproved such sharply.

"Although he was so -tenacious of the foundation-

uths of the gospel, yet none more candid in things
iat are not essential; herein he was full of gentleness
nd forbearance. In things indifferent he became all

ings to all men.
4. "To the foregoing particulars in Mr. Whitefield'*

laracter, I may add his zeal. His Christian zeal was
te the light of the sun, which did warmf shine and

24
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cherish, but knew not 'how to destroy; full of gleberotis

philanthropy and benevolence, his zeal made hltifexceed-

jng earnest and importunate in his addresses to saints

and sinners. His zeal returned blessings for curses, and

prayers for ill treatment it kindled in him a becoming
indignation against the errers, follies, and sins of the

time it led him to weep bitterly over.those who would
not be persuaded to fly from the wrath to come -it

made him bold and intrepid in the cause of God, and

kept him from that flatness and deadness which is too

visible in some good ministers.. In those things he was
.an example to ministers of every denomination; and if

the limits of my discourse would admit, [ could mention

many things, as to his charity to the poor, his humility,
&c,

. .
.

'

'

On Sunday, November 18. 1770, the Rev. John Wes-

ley preached his funeral sermon at the chapel in Tbt-

tenham-cdurt-road, and at the tabernacle,* from Num-
bers xxiii 10. "Let me die the death of the righteous, and
let my last end be like his," And in the sermofi, after

gying some particulars of his life and death, Mr. Wes-

Tey says: .

"

1. "We are next to take some view of his character,

A little sketch of this was soon after his death, publish
ed in the Boston Gazette, an extract of which is subjoin-
ed. - Little can be said of him, but what every friend

to vital Christianity, who has sat under his ministry, will

assert. In his public labours he has for many years as-

tonished the world with his eloquence and devotion.

With what divine pathos did he persuade/the impenitent
sinner to embrace the practice of early piety and vir-

ii
l * London Chronicle, November 19, 177. "Yesterday

*

f.he*lRev, John Wesley preached a funeral sermon on Mr.
'

Whitefield's death, in the morning', at Tottenham-court cha-

pel; and in the evening, at the tabernacle; the inside of

each place was lined with black cloth, and an escutcheon

hung on the pulpits. The multitudes that went with a de*

sign to hear the sermon exceed all belief. The chapel and
ikbernacle were both filled as soon as they were opened,"
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ue: filled with the spirit of grace, he spoke from the

ieart^vith a feryency of zeal perhaps unequalled since

he days of the apostles; adorned the truths ne deliv-

jred with the most graceful charms of .rhetoric and or-

atory. From the pulpit he was unrivalled in the cotn-

I

mand oj^an ever-crowded auditory. Nor was he less

agreeable and instructive in his private conversation :

happy in a remarkable ease of address, willing to <iom-

municate, studious to edify. May the rising generation;
catch a spark of that flame which shoneWith such dis-

tinguished lustre in the spirit and practice of this faith-

ful servant of the most high God.
2. "A more particular and equally just character of

him has appeared in one^of the English papers, London

Chronicle, November 3, 1770. It may not be disagree-*
able to you to add the substance of this likewise. The
character of this truly pious person, must be deeply im-

pressed on the heart of every friend to vital religion,
In spite of a tender and delicate constitution, he" contin-

ued to the last day of his life, preaching with a frequen-

cy and fervour, that seemed to exceed the natural

strength of the most robust. Being called to the exer-;
cise of his function at an age when most young men are

only beginning to qualify themselves for it, he had not

time to make a very considerable progress in the learn*

ed languages: but this defect was amply supplied by a

lively and fertile genius, by fervent zeal, and by a for-

midable and most persuasive delivery. And though in

the pulpit he often found it needful, by the terrors of;

the Lord to persuade men, he had nothing gloomy in

his nature, being singularly cheerful, as well as charita-

ble and tender-hearted. He was as ready to relieve .the

bodily as spiritual necessities of those that
appyedjjto

him. It ought also to be observed, that he ca^tanfly
-enforced upon his audience every moral duty, particu-

larly industry in their several callings, and obedience to

their superiors. He endeavoured by the most extraor-

dinary efforts of preaching in different places, and even
ia the Open fields, to rouse the lower class of people,



;from the last degree "of inattention and ignorance, to a
a Sense olf^religion. -For this, and his other labours,
the name of GEORGE WHITEPIELD will long%e remem-
bered with esteem and veneration. ^

_ 3."That both these accounts are just and impartial,
will readily be-allowed; that is, as far as theyjgo;: but

they go little further than the outside of his cmiracter:

they show you the preacher, but not the man, the Chris-

tian, the saint of God. May I be permitted to add a lit-

tle on this head, from a personal knowledge -of near for-

ty years? Indeed, J am thoroughly sensible how diffi-

cult it is to speak on so delicate a subject; what pru*
deiice is required to avoid both extremities, to say nei-

'ther too little nor too much! Nay, I know it is impos-
sible to speak at all, to say either less or more, without

incurring from some the former, from others the latter

censure. Some will seriously think that too little is

said; and others that it is too much : but without attend-

ing to. this, I will speak just what 1 know before Him to

whom we are all to give an account.
, 4. "Mention has been already made of his unparal-

leled zeal, his indefatigable activity, his tender-heart-

edness to the afflicted, a,nd charitableness towards the

poor. But should we not likewise mention his deep
gratitude to" all whom God had used as instruments of

good to him? of whom he did not cease to speak in

the most respectful manner, even to his dying day. :

Should we not mention that he had a heart susceptible
of the most generous, and the most tender friendship?
I have frequently thought that this, of all others, was
the distinguishing part of his character. How few
'have we known of so kind a temper, of such large and

; flowing affections. Was it not principally by this, that

tHfje
hearts of others were so strongly drawn and knit to

him? Can any thing but love :beget love? This shone
in his very countenance, and continually breathed in all

his words, whether^in public or private. Was it not this

which
? quick and penetrating as lightning, flew front
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K rart to heart ? Which gave r
that life to his, sermons*

his conversation, his letters? Ye are witnesses.

5. "But away with the. vile, .misconstruction of men of

cprrupt minds, who knew of no Ipye but what is earthly
d sensual. Be it remembered at the same time, that

was endued with the most nice and unblemished mo-

sty. His office called him to converse very frequent-
and largely with women as well as men, and those of

ery age and condition. But his whole behaviour to-

wards them was a practical comment on that advice of

SB. Paul to Timothy, "Entreat the elder women as mo-

thers, and the younger as sisters^with all purity,"
: 6. "Mean time, how suitable to the friendliness, of his

spirit, was the frankness and openness of his conversa-

tion? Although it was as far removed from rudeness on
the one hand, as from guilt and disguise on the other.

W as not this frankness at once a fruit and a proof of

lii 3 courage and intrepidity? Armed with these, he
feired not the faces of men, but used great plainness of

speech to persons of every rank and condition, high
arid low, rich and poor; endeavouring only by manifes-

tation of the truth, to commend himself to every man's
Conscience in the sight of God.

7. "Neither was he afraid of labour or pains, any
more than ofwhat a man could tio unto him, being equal-

r
'^Patient in bearing ill, and; doing well."

:
"And this appeared in. the steadiness wherewith he

pursued whatever he undertook for his Master's sake-
witness one instance for all, the orphan-house in Geor-

gia, which he began and perfected in spite of .all -dis-*

couragements, Jndeed, in whatever concerned himself,
lie was pliable and flexible. In this case he was easy
to be entreated, easy to be either convinced or persua-
ded

; bul; he was immovable ia the things of Gad, or

^herever his conscience was concerned. Nope could

any more than affright him, to vary in the
ast point from that integrity which was inseparable

24*
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from his whole character, and regulated all his words

and actions. Herein he did

"Stand as an iron pillar strong,
And steadfast as a wall of, brass,"

8. "If it be inquired, wliat was the foundation of this

integrity, or of his sincerity, courage, patienpe, and ev-

ery other valuable and amiable quality? it is easy to

give the answer. It was not the excellence of his na-

tural temper- not the strength of his understanding it

was not the force of education no, nor the advice of

his friends. It was no other than faith in a believing

Lord; faith of the operation of God. It was a lively hope
of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and .that fa-

deth not aWay, It was the love of God shed abroad in

his heart by the Holy Ghost which was given unto him,
filled his soul with tender, disinterested love to every
child of man. From this source arose that torrent of

eloquence which frequently bore down all before it.

From this that astonishing force of persuasion, which
the most hardened sinners could not resist. This it was
which often made his head as waters, and his eyes a
fountain of tears. This it was which enabled him to pour
out his soul in prayer, in a manner peculiar to himself,
with such fulness and ease united together, with such

strength and variety both of sentiment and expression.
9. "I may close this head with observing, what an

. honour it pleased God to put upon his faithful servant,

by allowing him to declare his everlasting gospel in so

many various countries, to such numbers of people,
and with so great an effect on so many of their precious
souls!"

On the same day, November 18, 1770, the Rev. Hen-

ry Venn, A. M. rector of Yelling, in Huntingdonshire,
and chaplain to the right honourable the earl of Buch-

an, preached a sermon aj: the countess of Huntingdon's

chapel, at Bath, on Isaiah viii. 18. "Behold I, and the

children whom the Lord hath given me, are fair signs and

for wonders* in Israel, from the Lord of Hosts, -which
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dwelletk in Mounf ZionJ\ The following hymn was
sun

1. Servant of God, well done.!

Thy glorious warfare's past,
.The- battle's fought, the race is won^ ',

And thou art crown'd at last:

Of all thy heart's desire,

Triumphantly possest,

Lodg'd by the ministerial quire
In thy Redeemer's breast.

2. In condescending Love

-Thy ceaseless prayer he heard,
And bade thee suddenly remove
To

jthy complete reward:

Ready to bring thee peace,
'

: Thy beauteous feet were shod,

\

' When mercy sigh'd thy soul's release
And caught thee up .to God. %

3. With saints enthron'd^on high,
Thou dost thy Lord proclaim,

And still to God salvation cry.
Salvation to the Lamb!

O happy, happy soul,
In ecstasies of praise,,-

-
.

Long as eternal ages.rollff
Thou seest thy Saviour's face.

4. Redeem'd from earth and painff
Ah! when shall we ascend,

And all in Jesu's presence feign
With our translated friend!

Come, Lord, and quickly come!
.And whea in thee complete,

Receive thy longing servants home,
To triumph at thy feet!

f Mr, Whitefield, Mr. Venn says: "Though the
dren of Christ are all for signs and for wonders in

el, -yet do they differ as one star diftereth from ano-

r star in glory. Talepts, gracc^ and zeal, eminent-



SG'4 MEMOIRS

ly dignify some, and draw the eyes of men upon them.
,

In the foremost of this rank, doubtless, is the Rev. Mr.
Whitefield to .be placed; for his doctrine was the doc-
trine of the Reformers, of the Appstles,;and of Christ-
it was the doctrine of free, grace, of God's everlasting
love. Through Jesus he preached .the forgiveness of

sins, and perseverance in holy living, through his faith-

fulness and power engaged to his people. And the doc-

trines which he preached, he eminently adorned by his

zeal,-and by his works. For, if the greatness, extent,

success, and disinterestedness of a man's labour,, can

give him distinction amongst the children of Christ, we
are warranted to affirmf>that scarce any one of his min-

isters, since the apostles' days, has exceeded scarce

any one has equalled Mr. Whitefield.*
What a sigh and wonder^ was. this man of God in the

greatness of h is labours ! One cannot but stand affiaz-

ed that his mortal frame could, for the space of thirty

years, without interruption, sustain the weight of them.
For what is so trying

;to the human frame, in youth es-

pecially, as long-continued, frequent'and violent straining
of the Vangs? Who, that knows their structure, would
think it possible, that a person, little above the age of

maflliood, should speak in the compass of a single week,
and that for years^pn general, forty .hours.,, and in very
many weeks sixty, and that to thousands; and after this

labour, instead ;of taking any re'st, should be offering up
prayers, intercessions, with hymns and spiritual songs,

.,
as his manner was, in every house to which he was invi-

ted. The history of the church of Christ affords but

very few instances of men thus incessantly employing
their whole strength, as it were, every breath they
drew, in the business of their sacred; function. And the

truth is, that, in point of labour, this extraordinary ser-

vant of God did as much in a few weeks, as most of
those who exert themselves are able to do in the space.,
of a yeat.^- Thus labouring not by fits or starts, but

with constancy, perseverance, and ardour unabated, his.

moital frame, about nine years- since? began |c$sink un,^
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he weight of much work. If with the length and

frequency of Mr. Whitefield^s preaching^ we consider

ntenseness of voice and spirit with which he spoke",
reatness of his labours will,appear perfectly aston-

the!

thej

isbing-. He knew not how to speak with less zeal, in

his yrhole" manner, than became the subject of his dis-

course. The total ruin of the liuman race-by the fall,

the joomplete recovery of believers in Christ^ his dying
-

IOVJB, and the unsearchable riche% of his grace, to be

kno.jren experimentally in ,this life, though fully to be

displayed in the next; arid the infatuation of sinners,

ledjeaptive by their lusts, down to the chambers of death.

These grand truths, of more weight than words cati

paint, fired his whole soul; theyiransportedhimas much
as earthly spirits are transported into vehemence, when
(hey contend personally for their own property; he
cried out, therefoi-e, as his dear Lord was wont to do,
with a voice audible to an amazing distance. Hence,
in a thousand instances, where the cause of God more
cool y pleaded, would have been neglected, he gained it

a hearing, and carried the day: for the unusual earnest-

ness of the speaker roused the most stupid and lethar-

gic; it compelled them to feel the matter must be mo-

menlous, indeed, which the speaker was urging, as a
man would plead for his own life. Early and often his

body suffered for this violent exertion of his strength.

Early and often his inside has bled a considerable quan-

tity; and cried out, spare thyself; but, prodigal of life, in

the
j
best of causes, he would give himself no rest, ex-

pect ng very soon to finish his course, and infinitely de-

sirojus to save the souls condemned to die he perished.

Though' this may be blamed as an excess, it was an ex-

cess! 'ar above the reach of a selfish mind, or an ordinary
faith

"Equal to the greatness and intensenejss of Jiis la-

bour s, was their extent. The abilities and grace of
mosi; teachers have,full employ in a small district, norf

bay:e common men talents for- more. But, when God
lights up in the breast, an apostolic zeal for his own
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glory, an .apostolic love for the souls of men, it seenis

reasonable to conclude, such an instrument is designed
for the most extensive usefulness.

"Accordingly the gompass of Mr. Whitefield's la-

bours, exceeds .any thing that others can, pretend^to.--
Not only in the south/the^jvest, and ilorth of England,
did he lift-up his voice, sayingvrepent, for the kingdom
of heaven is icome, bm. in Wales, in Scotland, in Ire<

land, and America, ft-om Georgia to rBostog, vast liiulti-

tudes .in each country were ^witnesses of his zeal for the

salvation of souls. .-> >

^And to crown all, he was Abundantly successful in

his vast labours, and disinterested too. The seals to

his ministry, from first to last, I am persuaded ..are m<fre

than coulcb.be credited, could the number be fixed. This
is certain, "his amazing popularity was only from his use-

fulness: for he no sooner opened his mouth as a preach-
er, than God commanded an extraordinary blessing upon
his word. The people were so deeply impressed with

the sense of divine things, from what he delivered,

that, to his own great surprise, they followed -him

from church to church, until the largest churches in

London could no longer contain a fourth part of the

trowds, which pressed to hear the -word of God from

his lips. ,

.,., "Should any one say, few in comparison, besides the

low, ignorant, common people, were his followers, I

would answer, the souls of the poor and ignorant, are

to the full as precious as those of the rich and learned;
and the mob have shewn the justest discernment, and

,bave received the truth; whilst men of wealth, learning,
and education, have trampled it under their feet. Wit-

ness- the chief scribes and pha=risees, who rejected both

the baptist and the Saviour, when the common people jus-

tified>G.od, and gave them both the honour of bejng sent

from him. Jndeed, in every age, wee see (he scripture
fulfilled oiot many rich, not many mighty, not many
wise men after the flesh, are called; but God
sen the poor, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom.
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"However, when the fierceness of prejudice was
worn' off, numbers, who at first despised him, taught to

dp so; yy gross slanders, were happy undei; his ministry.
And tliis honour was put upon him even to the last.-

He had a much larger audience statedly to hear him
than

-ij.ny man ia the whole kingdom, perhaps in all

Christendom.
"Air d that this vast multitude of people; were gather-

ed, jusit as the primitive churches of Christy by the truth

they heard, and the spiritual benefit they received un-

der his word} is evident beyond a reasonable doubt.

For, if you trace his progress through the various cities

and countries where he preached the gospel, you will

find,4 ! the case was with St. Paul, so it was with this servant

ofChrist, many were turned by him from darkness to light,

from; the power of Satan untojGod, receiving remission of

their; sins^ and an inheritance among those that are sanc-

tified through faith in Christ. Inquire of the effects of his

labours from the only proper judges, those who live in

the religious world; and they will a'ver, that many with-

in their own knowledge, small as that circle must be,
confess they owe their ownselves to this faithful witness

for his Lord. Added to this, that the letters he received

of gr iteful acknowledgments from persons of all ages
and Conditions in life, for the spiritual blessings h"e had

convtyed to them, would fill volumes. Nay, it is a
well i mown fact, that the conversion of men's souls has

been the fruit of a single sermon from his lips; so emi-

nently was he made of God a fisher,of men. But he
was tot more successful than he was disinterested in his

labours; for though a vast multitude, which must ever
be the case with those whom God is pleased remarkably
to ov\n, followed him, he had still no ambition to stand

at th'ij head of a party. His great object was, to exalt

Christ crucified; and when his hearers were brought to

the knowledge of salvation, his point was gained, and
his soul was satisfied. Hence, neither in his sermons,^
nor c lore private exhortations, did he cast disparaging ?$

reflections upon other preachers of Christ. No base
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suggestion dropt from his mouth, as if to differ from

hip must be owing to blindness in the judgment, or cold-

ness of heart for the interests of holiness. Truly cor-

dial and catholic in his lov'e for all who appeared to

love the Lord Jesus in sincerity, he never desired t.o

see his congregation increased by those who had evan-

gelical pastors of their own.

','Further, inAproof of his disinterestedness, consider

what he gained", by his labours. The scourge of the

tongue was let loose upon him, and his name was load-

ed with the foulest calumnies; he was often in tumults,
and more than once in danger of his life, by the rage
of the people: he wore himself away in the^service of

souls; and when he died, he died quite exhausted by
much speaking; but in his death he received an, imme-
diate answer to his own prayer, 'that if it were consis-

tent with the divine will, he might finish that day his

Master's work.'

"For such a life, and such a death, though in tears

under our great loss,> :
we -must yet thank God. And

though we are allowed to sorrow, because we shall ne-

ver see or hear him again, we must rejoice that mil-

lions have heard him so long, so often, and to much

good effect; that out of this mass of people multitudes

are gone before him, we doubt not, to hail his entrance

into the world of glory; and that in every period of

life, from childhood to hoary age, many f his children

in the Lord are still to follow; all to be his crown of re-

joicing: the only effectual, everlasting confutation of

his adversaries; that he ran not in vain, nor laboured
n van."

Many more sermons were preached, on Mr. White-
field's death, by the Rev. Messrs Whifeker and Smith,
of Charleston; Sproutt of Philadelpha; Langford, Elli-

, ,c>tt, &c. &c. ,

To be the subject of so many funeral sermons, both
.at home and abroad, is something singular, though quite
suitable to his extraordinary manner of life. But it

was still more singular to have a. sermon preached up-
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<en his personal and ministerial character, in his own
life-time,! and when he was but twenty-six years of age.
This sermon was preached by the Rev. Josiah Smith of

Charleston, South Carolina, and was published at Boston,
with a recommendatory preface by the Rev. Dr, Cole-

man and the Rev. Mr. Cooper, in the year 1740. Of
this it is worth while to make a short extract, after all

that has been said; that by comparing it with the fu-

ueral sermons, the reader may see hovy consistent and
uniform VI r. Whitefield's. conduct was^ from that early

period ol' his ministry, till his death.

Having mentioned his doctrine, original sin, justifica-
tion by fiith alone, regeneration, the work of the Spi-
rit in th<} heart- Mr. Smith adds, "as to the manner of

his preaching, with what a flow of words did he speak
to us, upon the great concern of onr souls! In what a

flaming
earnest!

strong, i

<ed in th

bold and

ight did he set out eternity before us!

tlid he press Christ upon us ! How
How
close

nd pungent were his applications to the con-

science; mingling light and heat; pointing the arrows

of the Almighty at the heart of sinners, while he pour-
balm on the wounds of the contrite! How

courageous did he look! He was no flatterer.

He taught the way of God in truth, and regarded not

the persons of^men. The politest- "and most modish of

our vices he struck at, the most fashionable entertain-

ments; regardless of every one's presence, but His in

whose name he spake.
-

"As to his personal character, while he preaches up
faith alone in our justification before God, he is careful

to maintain good works. These things the grace of

God teaches us; and how much of this doctrine has be
transcribed into his life! How rich has he beer, in all

good works! What an eminent pattern of piety to-

wards God! How holy and unblamable ia all conver-,
sation aird godliness! How seasoned, how much to the

use of edifying, all his discourses! How naturally does

he turn them to religion! How much is he given to de-

25
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votion himself; and how does he labour to excite it in

others!

"He affects no party in religion, nor sets himself at

the -head of any. He is not bigotted to the lesser rites

and forms of religion, while zealous enough in all its

essentials. He professes love to good men of every de-

nomination. His heart seems set upon doing
1

good. He

goes about his great Master's work with diligence and

application, and/ with such cheerfulness, as would make
one in love with a life of religion. He is proof against

reproach and invective. When he .is ;; reviled, he

revileth not again; but prays heartily for all his ene-

mies.

"He renders to all their due. While zealous for the

things of God, is a friend to Cassar. And for charity, as

it consists in compassion and acts of beneficence, we
have few men like-minded. Had he been under any
criminal influence of a mercenary temper had he col-

lected for himself in his journies, under the pretext of

doing it for the poor, as he was slanderously reported,
he had certainly a fair> opportunity to enrich himself.^--

But we have seen, and plain fact cannot be denied,
that he cast all into the treasury, and serves the tables

of the poor with it.;; Strolling and vagabond orphans,
without father, andiwjthout mother, without purse, and

without friend, he seeks out, picks up, and adopts into

his family. He is now building accommodations, and

laying the best foundation for their support and mainte-

nance."

Such is the character given by Mr. Smith. He had
the satisfaction of witnessing the upright conduct of Mr,
Whitefield to the end of his life. Also, in his funeral

sermon he says, alluding to a visit he made to the or-

phan-house, "it was a scene that made me think 1 was in

heaven."
It appears, from a paper written by Mr. Whitefield,

that if he had lived to finish his imperfect manuscript,
sometimes quoted in these memoirs, the conclusion

would have been, "Reflections upon the whole, contain-
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ing arguments to prove the divinity of the work; and an-

swers to objections against field-preaching lay-preach-

ing irregularities and the blemishes that have attend-

ed it."

Bath preventing the execution of this design, we
could refer the reader to what-has been published upon
the subject, by the Rev. Messrs. Jonathan Edwardsj
Hobby, Shutliff, &c.

The 'kev. John Newton, late rector of St. Mary
Woolnoth, London, preached a sermon at Olney, No-
vember 1 1, 1770, on John v. 35. "He was a burning and
a. ahining light." In which he speaks of Mr. Whitefield^
as

follows:
"Some ministers are burning and shining lights

in a peculiar and eminent degree. Such a one, I doubt

not, was the servant of God, whose death we now la-

ment. I have-Jiad some opportunities of looking over

the history of tnXchurcK in past ages. J am not back-

ward to say, that liiave not read or heard of any per-
son, sin :e the apostle^' days, of whom it may be more

emphai ically said, h& was a burning and shining light,
than the late Mr. Whitefield, whether we consider the
wartnih of his zeal, thc$ greatness of his ministerial ta-

lents, cr the extensive usefulness with "which- the .Lore!

honoured him. I do not mean to praise the ,man, but
the Lord,Who furnished him, and made him what he
was. He was raised up to shine in a dark place. The
state of religion, wheti he first appeared in public, was

very low in our established church. J speak the truth,

though to some it may be an offensive truth. The doc-

trines of grace were seldom heard from the pulpit, and
the life and power-of godliness were little known. Ma-
ny of]

the most spiritual among the dissenters were
mourning under the sense of a great spreading declen-

sion on their side. What a change has taken place
throughout the land within a little more than thirty

.years', that is, since the time when the first set of de-

spised ministers came to Oxford! And how much of

this change has been owing to God's blessing on Mr.
Whit efield's labours, is well known to many who have
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lived through this period ;
and can hardly be denied by

those who are least willing to allcnv it,

: "First He was a burning light. He had an ardehi
zeal for God, an inflamed desire for the salvation of

sinners; so that no labours could weary him, no difficul-

ties or opposition discouraged him, hardly any* limits

could confine him not content with the bounds of a
, county, or a kingdom, this messenger of good tidings

preached the everlasting gospel in almost every con-

siderable place in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and

throughout the British empire in America, which is an
extent of more than one thousand miles. Most of these

places he visited again and again; nor did he confine

ibis attention to places of note, but in the former part of
his rhinistry, was ready to preach to few, as well/as to

'many, wherever a door was opened; though in the,lat-

ter part of his life, his frequent illness, and the necessi-

ty of his more immediate charge, confined him more at

home. In some of his most early excursions, the good
providence of God led him here; and many, i trust,
were made willing to rejoice in his light, and hav.e rea-

son to bless God that ever they saw and heard him.

"Secondly He was
;
a shining light. His zeal was'

not like wildfire, but directed by sound principles, and
a sound judgment. In^this part of his character, 1

would observe 1st. Though he was very j'oung when
he came out, the Lord soon gave him a very clear view,
of the gospel. In the sermons he published, soon after 1

his first appearance, there is the same evangelical strain

observable, as in those which he preached in his advan-
ced years. Time and observation,- what he felt, and
what he saw, enlarged his experience, and gave his

preach(ng an increasing ripeness and savour, as he

grew older in the work; but from first to last he preach-
ed the same gospel, and was determined to know noth-

ing but Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 2d, His stead-

s-mess aiid perseverance in the truth was the more re-

markable, considering the difficulties and snares he was
sometimes bese.t with. But the Lord kept him steadj,
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so that neither the example, nor friendship, nor impor-
tunity of ttose he dearly loved, were capable of mby1-

ing him. 3d. The Lord gave him a manner of preach-
ing, which) was peculiarly his own. He copied from
none, and I never met any one who could imitate him,
with success. They who attempted, generally made
themselves disagreeable. His familiar address, the

power of his action, his marvellous talent in fixing the
attention e|ven of the most careless, I need not describe

to those who have heard him, and to those who have

not, the attempt would be vain. Other ministers

could, preach the -

gospel as clearly, and in general say
the same things,- bu% I believe, no man living could say
them in h

led;
4th.

light, and

s way. Here 1 always thought him unequal-
and I hardly expect to see his equal while I live.

But <hat which finished his character as a shining
is now his crown of rejoicing, was the singu-

lar success which the Lord was pleased to give him in

winning souls. What numbers entered the kingdom of

glory before him, and what numbers are now lamenting
his loss, who were awakened by his ministry! It seem-
ed as if he never preached in vain. Perhaps there is

hardly a place, in all the extensive compass of his la-

bours, where some may not yet be found, who thankful-

ly acknowledge him. for their spiritual father. Nor
was he an awakening preacher only; wherever he

came, if he preached but a single discourse, he usually

brought a season of refreshment and revival with hitn

to those iwho had already received the truth. Great as,

his immediate and personal Usefulness was, hisocaskm-
al usefulness, if I may so call it, was, perhaps, much,

greater. Many have cause to be thankful for him, who
never saw or heard him, I have always observed, that

there was a something peculiar in his manner of preach-

ing, in which no person ofsound judgment would venture
to imitate himv But, notwithstanding this,, he was, in

other respects, a signal and happy pattern and model;
for preachers. He introduced a way of close and live*

ly app ication to the conscience, foe which, I believe,
25*
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many of the most admired and eminent preachers now

lining, will not be ashamed, or.unwilling to acknowledge
themselves his debtor."

How highly the Rev. William Romaine thought of

Mr. Whitefield, his own account of his death will best

tell. "Look at the public loss 1
. O what has the church

suffered in the setting of that bright star, which had
shone so gloriously in our hemisphere. Mr. White-
field's preaching is over now he is praising. We have
none left to succeed him : none of his gifts : none any
thing like him in usefulness."

The Rev. Samuel Brewer, of Stepney, tiear London,
also preached a sermon on the occasion, which his mo-

desty would not permit him to print. And many min-

isters, both in and out of the establishment, amongst
whom were the Rev. William Romaine, the Rev. Mar-
tin Madan, the Rev. Dr. Gibbons, and the Rev. Dr.

Trotter, who, in their preaching and prayers, lamented
the loss of so eminently faithful, and uncommonly suc-

cessful a servant of God.

CHAPTER XXII.

Letters on Mr. Whitefield
9
s . death. His character as a

preacher, by tKH'Jfev. Cornelius Winter, Sfc. <S*c. Rev.

\. A. M^ Toplady, and William Cowper, Esq.

THE following extract of a letter appeared in the

Georgia Gazette, soon after Mr, Whitefield's death :-

"The consideration of public calamities is never out

of season; and if properly attended to, as they ought to

he, will afford matter of great improvement to the

mind that views them as happening by the permission
ef an unerring divine Providence. And as the loss

eminent and public-spirited persons, who have signally;
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distinguished themselves by serving their country. -in. a.

free, disinterested, and generous manner, is none* of
the least,. so it deserveth a particular regard.

"In _this light I look upon the very much lamented
death of the late Rev. George Whitefield, especially in.

respect t a Georgia; for which he has demonstrated by
every mean in his power, a most uncommonly warm,
affection? ,te, and unabating regard, for near thirty-three

years past; I say, by every mean in his power, because

it is well known that, until within a few years past, he
has been constantly loaded with a heavy debt to sup-

port and carry on his benevolent institution, the orphan-
house, which he frequently felt so severely, that had
not that God, whom he faithfully served, supported him,
he must pave sunk under the burden: notwithstanding
he was at the same time maligned,^traduced, and perse-
cuted with unrelenting virulence, as a cheat, an impos-'

tor, and a public robber; who, under the specious pre-
tence of promoting a charitable design, was amassing
great wealth to himself: all which he bore with an un-

comtrion degree of patience; and never, to my knowl-

edge, said more, at these unmerited reproaches, than

that the great day would shew his accusers their mis-

take. I

"When he was stated minister of this parish, which
was before the orphan-house was settled, his liberal

heart devised liberal things; and the then inhabitants

of Savannah, of the
villages

of Highgate and Hamp-
stead, aijd of the other adjacent places; the Saltzburgh-
ers, of Ebenezer, the inhabitants of Darien and Frede-

rica, who were at that time not inconsiderable in num-
ber, all partook of his unbounded bounty to a very
large amount; although he then almost denied himself

the necessaries of life, with which 1 was intimately ac-

quainted. In short, it was his whole study, in imitation

of his great Master, to do good to the bodies, as vyell as

to the souls of all about him.

"He constantly performed divine service publicly ve-

ry early every morning, and at the close of the day ev-
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ery evening, throughout the year, that he might not

interrupt the new colonists, in their labour in the day-
time, when he always expounded part of the first or
second lesson. Every Sunday he administered the holy
communion, and had public service four times, and his con-

gregations were very numerous, in comparison of the num-
ber of people in his parish; for though there were ma-

ny dissenters, there were few, absentees; besides, he
made it his daily practice to visit in rotation from house
to house, without any regard to religious denominations,
or party distinctions, which he often told me he thought

, a very important and indispensable part of a minister's

duty, as by that means he had an opportunity of fre-

quently dropping a word in season, as well as of being
better acquainted with the spiritual and temporal cir-

cumstances of his parishioners; and thereby, as far as

in his power^ of assisting them in both. Thus he acted
as a parish minister, considering himself as the stew-

ard of God, and accountable for every moment of time,
which he had solemnly dedicated to his service. And
it is no wonder, when, by a series of divine providen-
cesy his sphere of action became more enlarged and

unconfined, that his zeal and activity were proportion-
ed.

"These facts, of which there are some now living be-

sides 'myself, who can witness to the truth of them, I

think it my honour and indispensable duty to communi-
cate to the public, in memory of my very dear deceased
friend. _

"I could with great truth say much more, but I pur-

posely confine my observations to his conduct in Geor-

gia, where his memory appears to be deeply engraven
on the hearts of its grateful inhabitants.

"The very honourable and truly respectful notice the

legislature have publicly shewn to it, by causing the pa-
rish church in this town to be so decently and hand-

somely hung in -mourning, and their attending as a body
last Sunday on divine service, strongly mark their real

concern for their loss. The rector, the Rev. Samuel
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Frink, gave a very suitable discourse in the morning,
from Ph'ilimans i. 23, 24; and the Rey. Edward Ell mg-'

in the afternoon, from Hebrews ii. 26.

Both of them affectionately remarked the many amiable

qualifications of the deceased, as a Christian, a. divine,
and a gentleman; and especially his liberality to this

province; iis&l ike-wise did the Rev. Mr. Zubly, in his

meeting, which, was also in mourning, from Daniel xii.

3.

old and realfriend to ihe deceased^

The fol

the Gospel

and to Georgia,"

owing extract of a letter was published in

Magazine, for February, 1771 :

"My very ear Sir,

a
A.{r&a.t man is fallen in our Israel

Mr, WhitetiehiUM no more! He has felt

his flottt, and gone to mansions of blessed-

the Rev
his charge
ness.

<! may
humble foj

defender o

field close<

like a trun

claiming salvation through the dying Jesus, teaching a

sinful wo r

al silence !

God, have

fifely say, a -great man, a great Christian, an

owerof the divine Redeemer, and a zealous
"

the doctrines of grace, died, when White-

his eyes. That voice which was lifted up
pet, and flew around the sacred roof, pro-

d the Saviour's name, is now lost in perpetu-
That man, whose labours in the cause of

been more abundant^ has ceased from his

work. That eminent minister of the New Testament,
that son of thunder to the careless and secure, that

cheering son of consolation to the weary and heavy la-

den, who has been distinguished- as the happy instru-

ment of I ringing strayed sheep to the fold of God, is

gone to experience the truth of his doctrines; and will

one day appear, with all those who have been savingly

brought tc the knowledge of Jesus by his means, at the

righf hand of God, to give an account of the ministry
he receiv 3d from him,- and in the presence of a sur-
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rounding world, say, 'Lord, here am I, and the children

thou has given me.'

*'It is an afflictive, awful, and alarming providence to

.the church of God. A great light extinguished, a bright

sfar set, and a numerous people deprived of their pas-
7
|i>rV Who shall supply his place? Who shall, wfth

tftat pathetic language, strength of argumtent, and force

of persuasion, compel sinners to partake of the gospel
feast? Who shall animate our associations, and diffuse

a spirit of candour, charity, and moderation, through-
out our assemblies? Who shall declare the glories,
the riches, the freeness, the fulness, of that complete
salvation which Messiah finished? Who shall ex-

hort, by precept and example, to *that steady, uniform,
constant character, which adorns the profession of the

gospel? Who shall recommend a life of fellowship,
and communion \vith the Fatherj Son, and Spirit, as the

most desirable blessing, and huild up the saints in their

most holy faith? Who shall! I am stopped by the

mouth of him who says, 'Shall I not do what I will with

my own? Is it not my prerogative to take and leave, as

seemeth me good? I demand the liberty of disposing o

my servants at my own pleasure he hath not slept as

others do it is your's to wait and trust, mine to dis

pose and govern on me be the care of ministers anc

churches with me is the residue of the Spirit I se

my labourers to work, and when I please, 1 take then

to the restl have appointed for them my power is no

diminished, my arm not shortened, my love not abated

and my faithfulness still the same 1 know my sheep
and they shall not stray into forbidden pastures, fo

want of a shepherd to feed them with knowledge an

understanding.'
. "With these thoughts my passions subside, my mine
is softened and satisfied. But now for the wings of

faith and divine contemplation, to view him among the

celestial throng, partaking of the happiness, sharing
the joys^of yonder blissful regions-r-ascribing salvation

to Him who loved and washed him in his blood having



nal vi

REV. ^rEORGrEK^HITEFIELD. 2^9

ea thi it perfect robe of immaculate righteousness,

wrought out by the dear Redeemer having on his

head
|

a crown of never-fading glory, and palrns of eter-

ctory in his hands' drinking at the fountain head
of bjessedness, and refreshing- himself continually at

that jriver which flows in sweet murmurs from the
rigjjt

hand of the Majesty oruhigh for ever out of the reaclr;of

scandal and reproach where calumny can never pen-

etrate, and the wicked'' cease from troubling where

God!, even his own God, wipes away all tears from his

eyes- where he will forever bask in the boundless fru-

ition of eternal love, continually receiving out of the

divire fulness fresh supplies of glory for glory, from
which on earth he had communication of grace for

grace sees the King in his beauty, rejoices in the beat-

ific
'

vision, follows the Lamb wheresoever he goes

andj with those who art redeemed from among men,
rests in the closest embraces of his Lord.

"And now his voice is lost in death,
Praise will employ his noblest powr's,

While life, or thought, or being last,

Or immortality endures!"

Here we must take our leave of the dear departed
saiat, till the happy time takes place when we shall put
off this body, and enter the confines of unmolested^joy.
An 3 O! in vyhat elevation of happiness and refinement
of felicity, shall we awake up in the likeness and ex-

jss image -of that God who has loved us, and called

us with an holy calling. Yet let us be persuaded of this,

that when the important period commences, when the

surprising signs, and the descending inhabitants of hea-

ven proclaim the second coming of our glorious Imman-
u'fl when the heavens open and disclose his radiant

glory,.the archangel's trumpet shall sound, the Lord
himself descend with a shout, and the dead in Christ

jju'ise, glorious and immortal leave corruption, weak-
nlisa and dishonour behind them we shall with him, and
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allj,the ransomed race, -ascend to mansions of glory,

b.liss, and immortality, and join that universal chorus:

*

"Say, live forever, glorious King!
Born to redeem, and strong to save;

, sfe ; '*' Then ask the monster, where's thy sting? .

And where's thy victory, boasting gravel"

"y ^^Blut, my dear sir, this awful dispensation demands a

.suitable improvement. The death of ministers, and

mankind in general, are so many mementos be ye al-

so ready, is their solemn language. Come then., O my
soul, examine with impartiality thy state. Nothing
^but an interest in the perfectly finished, infinitely glo-

rious, and everlastingly sufficient salvation of Jehovah

Jesus, can be of any avail, can be any real ground of

consolation, when the grim tyrant stares thee in the

face. May thy evidence be clear, thy faith strong, and

thy hope on tiptoe; that when the bridegroom comes,
and summons thy attendance, thou mayest with joy an-

swer, Lord, I come.
"Should not the death of one and another of God's

people, give fresh wings to our souls, make life less plea-

sant, and heaven more desirable wean our affections

from the beggarly enjoyments of time and sense, and

make us long to dwell where Jesus reveals his beau-

ties, glories, and matchless excellence, face to face?

Here on earth we have some faint glimmerings, and O!
how ought we to prize them, as they are drops from the

ocean! but the ravishing bluze is reserved for the up-

per and better world.

"O glorious hour, O bless'd abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
And flesh and seuse no more controul
The sacred pleasures of the squl."

"though our interviews in the church militant are

very sweet, yet they are very short. The world's ten

thousand baits, the devil's ensnaring wiles, but above all,

the flesh with its legions of corruptions, enslave the
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nd deaden our relish for divine things. O Happy
O blessed hour! when Christ shall have all >nis

is under his feet, and death itself be swallowed
ife when we shall get within the inclosures of.

the NJW Jerusalem, and go out no more for ever!
"

faithful ministers are so soon removed fr
1S\I1 I ft n? r* nn> rmn 4- \-iA lrv *-mi VkllA **r f\ l- *t x. *- ^ V^ j-im *

prize them while we have them 1

. ^O let-

;r give ear to, much less be the means of promo-
tingjIthe malevolent whispers of slander; but esteem.

ery highly in love for their works sake!
'

Should
be our constant care, and studious concern,

through divine grace, to improve by every sermon w;e

heaq
even!

him?!

be ea

grace

that the end of all ordinances may be obtained,
in increase in love to Jesus, and fellowship with

That this desirable end may be answered, let us

nest and frequent in our address to the throne of

for ministers and people, that God may be glori-

God>

tied by bringing home sinners to himself, and in the edi-

h'caticn of saints that each stone in the spiritual fa-

bric inay be edified and built up upon the foundation,

Jesus, till the top-stone is brought forth withChris

shout

"The clock strikes twelve, and tells me to conclude.

B>ut how can I do it, without commending you tojihat

ngs, grace, grace, unto it!

whose power alone is able to keep you from fall-

ing, ,

and at last present you faultless before the presence
of hi:> glory with exceeding joy? May he give you con-

tinua i assurances of his grace, mercy and love, in his

lower courts, thereby making them a heaven upon
earth

;
and cause you at last to join the general assem-

bly a id church of the first born, whose names are writ-

ten in heaven. This is the hearty, unfeigned, and con-

stant prayer of him, who is, .with great esteem and af-

fection, -

j

* r "Tour's sincerely."

Rev
Character of the Hev. deorge Whitefield by the

T|he following character of Mr. Whitefield, as a1

Cornelius Winter.
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preacher, is given in a letter addressed to the Rev,
William Jay, lof Bath, from the late venerable Corne-
lius : Winter, minister of the gospel at 'Fainswick in

Gloucestershire. Mr. Winter was one of M r. White-
field's most faithful fellow -labourers; he accompanied
him several times to America, and regularly supplied
th'e chapels in Mr. Whitefield's connection. On his

'first going to the tabernacle, he was particularly struck

with the largeness of the congregation ;
the solemnity

x

that sat upon it; the melody of the singing; Mr. White-
field's striking appearance, and his earnestness in

preaching.; From this time prejudice had no more

place in his breast
;
and he embraced every opportunity

to hear him. Yet he had no knowledge/of the evil of sin,

and the depravity of his nature. On the 9th of April,

17-60, being the Wednesday in the Easter-week, and
the close of the holidays, as he was playing at cards

with some of his companions in iniquity; recollecting
he might that evening hear Mr. Whitefield, he broke
off in the midst of the game, which much discomposed
and enraged his companions, who suspected where he
was going. It was a night much to be remembered. r

The scales of ignorance then fell from his eyes) a sense

of his misery opened gradually to him, and he diligent-

ly inquired what he should do to be saved. He never
more played a game afterwards. Mr. Whitefield's.

text was 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. The introduction to the

sermon, "Come, my brethren, we have from Sunday till

yesterday been meditating upon the resurrection of our

tiord, it is now time that we should think about our

own.1 ' "Could. i recite the whole sermon," says Mr.

Winter,"and it would read acceptable, it would want
the energy, viva voce, which Was so very peculiar to

the preacher, that a resemblance is no where to be

found. But it was_God in the preacher that made the

word efficacious; to him be the glory. It is a mercy he
is not confined, to the abilities of men whose talents are

superior to those of their brethren. Much good was

doing at that time by the instrumentality of men whose
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vere very inconsiderable; and the Lord could

haye,
!

i}vrougJit upon my soul by an inferior preacher. It

by might nor by power;' which is but.to'say, it is

human eloquence, but by the spirit t

of the Lord,
s wrought upon the soul which is essential to-

is 'no|t

not by
that -I

salva

Mr
ton.

Winter, though one of the most humble and diffi-

the

degr
been
fill.

1"

dentjc f men, has committed to paper, in a series of let-

ters to his pupil, the Rev. William Jay, a long and va-

luabl'c account of his life and connections. These are
indee i uncommonly entertaining and interesting; "for

his 1 fe," as Mr, Jay observes, (preface, page 17,)

"though it has not made so much noise in the world as
iL ~

progress of some others, has been in no small

se diversified and eventful; and the whole has

in a high degree, holy, benevolent, and use-

On Sunday evening, January the 10th, 1808,
his h-ippy spirit took its flight from this world of sin

and
ifiisery, to the enjoyment of Him, whom having not

seen, he loved
;
and in whom he rejoiced with joy un-

spea table and full of glory I
'

If the portrait of an emi-

nently good /man, exhibiting, in a most uncommon, de-

gree, the lustre of divine grace, and depicted by a.del-

and masterly pencil, can excite attention and in?

;,
the memoirs of the Rev. Cornelius Winter can-

ail to be a favorite with the religious public.

TO THE REV. WILLIAM JAY.

very dear friend,

"In compliance with your request my own his--

must be entwined wih the history of others, I

in mind the remark you made me in a late coaver-

n, namely, that it was the opinion of some, that

e had not been sufficient notice taken of Mr. Wnite-

as a preacher, and that you wished I would endea-

exhibit him more particularly in that view. I

t 1 shall fail in the attempt; though my close

ection with his person, as a private, humble friendy

icate

not

"M

tory

kep
sati

the):

fiel

vou
dou
con
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as well as the attention I paid to his ministry, may be

supposed to give me an advantage in writing upon this

head. - -
,

"The time he set apart for preparations for the pulpit,

during my~connection with him, wasrnot to be distin-

guished from the time he" appropriated to other busi-

ness. If he wanted to write a pamphlet upon any oc-

casion, he was closeted
;
nor would tie allow access to

him, but on an emergency, while he was engaged in

the work. But I never knew him engaged in the com-

-position. of a sermon, until he was on board a ship, when
he employed himself partly in the composition of ser-

mons, and reading very attentively the history of -Eng-
land written by different authors. He had formed a de-

;sign of writing-the history of methodisjrij but never en-

tered upon it. He was never more in retirement on a,

Saturday than on another day ;
nor sequestered at any

particular time for a period longer than he used for hia

tmlinary devotions. I never met/with any thing like

the forjn of a skeleton of a sermon .among his papers,
with which I was permitted to be familiar, nor did he ev-

er give me any idea of the importance of being habitua-

ted to the planning of a sermon. It is not
injustice to

his great character to say, I believe he knew nothing
about such a kind of exercise.

"Usually for an hour or two before he went into the*

pulpit, he claimed retirement; and on a Sabbath-day
morning more particularly, he was accustomed to have
Clarke's Bible, Matthew Henry's Comment, and Cru-

den's Concordance, within his reach: his frame at that

time was more than ordinarily devotional; I say more
than ordinarily, because, though there vyas a vast vein

of pleasantry usually in him, the intervals of conver-

sation evidently appeared to be filled up with private
ejaculation, connected with praise. His rest was much
interrupted, and his thoughts were much engaged with
God in the night. He has often said at the close of his

very warm address, "this sermon I got when most of

.you who now hear me were fast asleep." He made
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very minute observations, and was much disposed to be
c6nv<!rsant with life, from the' lowest mechanic to the

nrst|<;haractefs in the land. He let nothing: escape him,
but turned all into gold that admitted of improv.ement;
and, in o,rie way or other, the occurrence of the week,
or day, furnished him matter for the pulpit; A speci-
men ;^w|fen. aii extraordinary trial was going pn,f|he,

wbuli be present; and on observing the formality of

the jadg^ putting on his black cap to. pronounce sen-

tence, I have known him avail himself of it in the

close of a sermon; with his eyes full of tears, and his

heart almost too big to admit of speech, dropping into

a mi'c mj|ntary pause "i am now g&ing to put on my con-

demn iing-cap: sinnner, I must do it: I must pronounce
sent* ihci> upon you" and then, in a tremendous strain of

eloq Jfenc^, recite our Lord's words, "Go, ye cursed,"

nbti'vithout a very powerfiil description of the nature
of^tie ciirse. I again observe, that it would be only
by iliearing him, and by beholding his attitude and his

tears, that a person could well conceive of the effect;
, for! it was impossible but that-solefpnity must surround

him, who, under God, became the means of making all

spjemn.

<|'He 'had a most peculiar aft of speaking personally to

ypu,m a congregation of four thousand people, whea
no

|

one would suspeQt his object. The famous come-

dian, Shuter, who pad a great partiality for Mr. White-

field, shewed him great friendship, and often attended
his ministry. At one period of -Jus popularity he was

acting in a drama under the character of Ramble. Dur-
ing the run of the'perfbrtnance, he attended service on
Sat bath mornings at Tottenham-court chapel, and wag;.

sea:ed in the pew exactly oppesite to the pulpit; an,di,

wh le Itfr. Whitefield was giving full sally to his soul,
and in his energetic address, was inviting sinners tp the

Saviour, he fixed himself full against Shuter, with hjs

eyes Upon him, adding, to what he had previously said,

"^ioid ,thou, poor ramble, who hast long rambled from

him, come 'you also, O end your rambling by coining
26*
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to :Jesus." Shuter was exceedingly struck, and coming
to Mr. Whitefield, said, "1 thought 1 should have faint-

ed, how could you serve me so?" It was truly impres-
sive to see him ascend the pulpit. My intimate knowl-

edge of him admits of my acquitting him of the charge
of affectation. He always appeared to enter the pul-

pi|with a significance of countenance, that indicated

he ?nkd something of importance which he wanted to

divulge, and was anxious for the effect of the communi-
cation. His gravity on his descent was the same. As soon

as ever he was seated in his chair, nature demanded re-

lief, and gained it by a vast discharge from the stomach,

usually with a considerable quantity of blood, before he
was at liberty to speisiK. He was averse to .much sing.-

ing after preaching, supposing it diverted the savour of

the subject. Nothing awkward, nothing careless, ap-

peared about him ih'the pulpit, nor do I ever recollect

his stumbling upon a word. To his ordinary as well as

to his public appearance, this observation applies; whe-.
ther he frowned or smiled; whether he looked grave
or placid, it was nature, acting in him.

"Professed orators might object to his hands being lift-

ed up too high, and it is to be lamented, that in that at-

titude,; rather than in any Bother, he is represented
in print. His own reflections upon that print was, when
it was first put into his hands, '^ure I do not look such

a sour creature as this sets me forth; if I thought I did,
I should hate myself." It is necessary to remark that

the attitude was very transient, and always accompani-
ed by some expressions which would justify it. He
sometimes had occasion to speak of Peter's going out

ahd weeping bitterly, and then he had a fold of his

gown at command, which he put before his face with as

much gracefulness as familiarity.
"I hardly ever knew him go through a sermon with-

out weeping more or less, and I truly believe his were
the tears of sincerity. His voice was often interrapt-

,ed by his affection; and I have heard him jsay in th$

pulpit, "You blame me for weeping, but how can I help
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;

jt, wlien you will not vyeep for yourselves, though your

iminjortai souls are upon the verge of destruction, and
for 'aught you know, you are hearing your last sermon,
and .may never more have an opportunity to have Christ

d to you. The. expressions of offering Christ was
lered exceptionable by some good men, c.otempo-
with him, whose judgment framed their phrase-
but though Mr. Whitefield was orthodox, his af-

.ddress, while labouring for the conversion of sin-

The language had been sanctioned by the old di-

free

ners)

vines; dnd jin the scriptures we more than once read of

"reci jiving. Christ.'5 His freedom in the use of his pas-
sions often put my pride to the trial. I could hardly bear
such unreserved use of tears, and the scope he gave to his

feelhgs; for sometimes he exceedingly wept, stamped
loudly and passionately, and was frequently so over-

corn J, that, for a few seconds, you"would suspect he ne-

ver! could recover; and when he did, nature required
som

not|
kin'

rea

And
sou

little time to compose herself.

fYou may be sure from what has been said, that when
he it reated upon the sufferings of our Saviour, it was

without great pathos.. He was very. ready at that

of painting which frequently answered the end of

scenery. As though Gethsetnene were within

sight, he would say, stretching out his hand "Look

yoriler! what is that I seel jt is my agonizing. Lord I" -

,
as though it were no difficult matter to catch the
of the Saviour praying, he would exclaim,
! Hark! Do not you hear him?" You may sup-

posjs
that as this occurred frequently, the efficacy of it

was destroyed : but, no ; though we often knew what was

coining, it was as new to us as though we had never
heE.rd.it before.

,i* That beautiful apostrophe,
?used by the prophet Je'.re-

mi;kh, "G> earth, earth, earth, hear the words of the

'd,
15 was very subservient to him, and never used im-

pejrtinently.
'

/ '..''"-''.

'He abounded with anecdotes, which, though ixot al*
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ways recited verbatim, were very just as to the matter
of them; One, for instance,-! remembejyfending to ilr

lustrate the efficacy of prayer, though 1 have not beeii

*able to meet with it~in the English history it was the

the case of the London apprentices before Henry VIII.

pleading his pardon of their insurrection. The mon-

arch, moved by their sight, and their plea, "Mercy!
Mercy I" cried, "Take them away, I cannot bear it:"

The application you may suppose was, that if an earth-

ly monarch of Henry's description could be so moved,
how forcible is the sinner's plea in the ears of Jesus

Christ. The case of"two Scotchmen, in the convulsion

of the state at the time of Charles II. subserved his de-

sign ;
who unavoidably obliged to pass some of the

troops,
were conceiving of their danger, and meditating

what method was to 'be adopted, to come off safe: one

proposed the wearing of a scull-cap; the other suppo-
sing that would imply distrust of the providence of God,
was determined to proceed bare-headed. The 'latter,

being first laid hold of, and being interrogated, "Are

you for the covenant?" replied, "Yes;" and being fur-

ther asked, "What, covenant?" answered,, "The cove-

nant of grace;" by which reply, eluding further inqui-

ry, he was let pass : the other, riot answering satisfacto-

rily, received a blow with the sabre, which, penetra-

ting through the cap, struck him dead. In the appli-

cation, Mr. Whitefield, warning against vain confidence,

cried, "Beware of your scull-caps." But here likewise

the description upon paper, wanting the reality as ex-

emplified by him with voice and motion, conveys but a

very faint idea. . However, it is a disadvantage, which
must be submitted to, especially as coming from my
pen.

x

j- "The difference of the times in which Mr. Whitefiejld

made his public appearance, materially determined the

matter of his sermons, and, in some measure, the man-
ner of his address. He dealt far more in the explanato-

ry and doctrinal .mode of preaching on a Sabbath-day
nionjiug, than perhaps at. any other time; and some-
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-times made a little, but by no means an improper, shew
of 1

Jarning;. If he, had read upon astronomy in -the

se of the week, you would . be sure to (Discover it.

knew how to convert the centripetnl motion of the

enly bodies to the disposition of the Christian to-*

cou

He!
hek

\vaijd Christ, and the fatal attraction of the world would

cry properly represented by a reference to the cen-it*!'

trifugal. Whatever the world mighttbink of him, hehad
His charms for the learned as well as for the unlearned;
and as he held himself to be a debtor both to the wise.

ancl to the unwise, each received his due at such times,

Th i peer arid the peasant alike went away satisfied.

'f
'As though he heard the voice of God ever sounding

in ibis ears the important admonition, "work while it is

.=ca! ed to-day;" this was his work in London at one pe-
rio I of his life: After administering the Lord's supper

toj
several hundred communicants^at half an hour after

si?: in the morning; reading the first and second service
in- ,he desk, which he did with the greatest propriety,
and preaching full an hour, he read prayers and preach-
ed in the afternoon, previous to the evening service, af

half an hour after five; and afterwards addressed ia

large society in public. His afternoon sermon used

to be more general and exhortatory. In the evening he
draw his bow at a venture, vindicated the doctrines of

grace, fenced them with articles and homilies, referred
to the martyrs' zeal, and exemplified the power of di-

grace in their sufferings, by quotations from the

venerable Fox. Sinners were then closely plied r.nunv

b'firs of whom, from curiosity coming to hear a^sentence
or two, were often compelled to hear the whole sermon.

Haw many in; the judgment day will rise to prove that

they heard to the salvation of the soul.

I "Perhaps Mr. Whitefield never preached greater ser-

mons than at six in the,morning, for at that hour did fig

each winter and summer, on Mondays, Tuesdays,
r

ednesdays, and Thursdays. At these times his congre-

gitions were of the select description, and young men
deceived admonitions similar to what were givew iu
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the societ^;*
and were cautioned, while they neglect

the dutyfllquired from them under -the bond of an in-

denture, riot to anticipate the pleasures and advantages
of future-life.

"

"His'style was now colloquial, with little use of mo-

tion'; pertinent expositions, with suitable remarks;
and all comprehended within the hour. Christian ex-

perience principally made the subject of Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday evening lectures

;

when, frequently having funeral sermons to preach, the

character and experience of the dead helped to eluci-

date the subject, led to press diligence in the Christian

course, to reflect upon the blessing of faith on earth,
and glory in heaven. Mr. Whitefield adopted the cus-s

torn of the inhabitants of New England in their best

days, of beginning the Sabbath at six o'clock on Satur-

day evenings. The custom could not be observed by
many, but it was convenient to a few a few compared
with'the multitudes, but abstractly considered, a large
and ;

respectable company. Now ministers of every d,e-

scription found a peculiar pleasure in relaxing their

minds from the fatigues of study, and were highly en-

tertained by his peculiarly excellent subjects, which
were so suitable to the auditory, that I believe it was sel-

dom disappointed. It was an opportunity peculiarly
suited to apprentices and journeymen in some busi-

nesses, which allowed of their leaving work sooner

, than ou other days, and availing themselves at least of

the sermon; from which I also occasionally obtained ma-

*' This society, consisting of several hundreds of widows,
"

inarried people, young men, and spinsters, placed separately
in the area of the tabernacle, used after sermon to receive

from Mr. Whitefield, in the colloquial style, various exhorta-

tions comprised in short sentences, and suitable to their ya-:

ribus stations. The practice of Christianity in all its branch-
es vras then usually inculcated, not without some pertinent
anecdote of a character worthy to, be held up for an exam-

ple, and iii whose ,conduct the hints recommended were e^-

e'iriplified. ,



REV GEORGJE WHITEFIELD.

essings. Had,n}y memory,been retentive,,and had I

studi >usly treasuj'ed up ,hjs rich remarks;; how.,much more
easil tnjght 1 have met your wishes, and hav-e^. ansvvep-

e'd t'lic design of this letter! But., though I, have lost

muc'h of the letter of his sermons, the savour of them

yet jiemains. The peculiar taleuts unpossessed, subser-

vieri ; to great usefulness, can be but faintly guessed
from his sermons in print; though, as formerly/ God-

has^ made the reading of them useful, I have no doubt

but
I

in future, they AY ill have their .use. The eighteen
taketi in sliojct hand, and 'faithfully transcribed by Mr,

Gufiiey, have been suppoosed tw ,do discredit to his .me-

mory, and therefore they were suppressed. But they
who. have been accustomed to hear him, may collect

fronf: them much of his genuine preaching. They were

being the best specimens that might have been

prpc uced. He preucheci many of them, when, in ,fact,

aS;almost incapable of preaching at all. "His con-

stit|i tion, long before they, vvere'taken, had .received its

ma.tBrial shock, and they were all, except the two lasjt,

the production of a Wednesday evening; w.hen, by the

current business of the day, he was fatigued and worn;!....' -v, / 7 . O -..- - -
'

out. The "Good Shepherd" was sent him on
;
board .the

shi|i. Hewas much, disgusted with it, and expressed
hioiself to me as in the 1440th letter of the third vol-

ume of his worksr "It is not verbatim .as J1delivered.it.

In ;some places it makes me
'

speak, false.concord, and
even nonsense ; in others the sense and connection -is de-

stroyed by the injudicious, disjointed paragraphs, and*

the whole is entirely unfit for the public review." His

ma luscriptjournal notes "September 15. This morn-

ing came a
f surreptitious copy of, my tabernacle fare-

vveil sermon, taken, as the short-hand writer professes,
verbatim as J spoke it; but surely he is mistaken. The
w.hole is so injudiciously paragraphed, and so wretched-

connected,- that I
;
owe no thanks, to the misguided,

though it may be well meant, zeal of the writer, and

publisher, be they whom they will. But such conduct

is'j
an unavoidable, ta.x upon popularity." He, was then.
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like an ascending Elijah, and many were eager to catch

his dropping mantle. In the sermons referred to, there

are certainly many jewels, though they may not be con-

nected in a proper order.
"

"Whatever fault criticism may find with his sermons
from the press, they were, in the delivery, powerful to

command the most devoted attention. 1 have been in-

formed by good judges, that if many of the speeches in

our two houses were to be given in their original state,

they would not appear to the first advantage, nor would
Mr. Whitefield's sermons have had criminal defects, had

they been revised with his own pen. In the fifth and
sixth volumes of his works,-all the sermons he ever

printed,are comprised. It is very easy to distinguish
them which were pre composed, from others which
were preached extemporary. Of the latter, 1 notice

Peter's denial of his Lord, and the true way of behold-

ing, the Lamb of God; Abraham offering up his son

Isaac; Christ the believer's husband, and the resurrec-

sion of Lazarus. These and others, preserve the extem-

porary stylej and fully serve to discover the exactness

of the preacher. He shines brightest with a long text,

6n which fancy has scope to play, and the mind has lib-

erty to range. However exact he may appear in the

page, it is impossible for the natural man, who discern-

eth not the things of the spirit, to understand him. Gd
may make the page printed the instrument in his hand
to convert the sinner, and then he will no longer ask,
"Doth he not speak parables?" But till then, as living
he was, so dead, he is liaWe to the lash of severity: but

the same Providence that preserved his person, will

maintain his works; and then he being dead, yet speak-
eth, and will continue, to speak for a great while to

come. Whatever invidious remarks they may make
upon his written discourses, they cannot invalidate his

preaching. Mr. Toplady called him the prince of

preachers, and with good reason, for none in our day
prea.ched with the like effect. That a large measure of

the spirit with which he spoke, may rest upon you, and
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Cliajt you, with the supply of your measure of the gift of

thej spirit ofChrist, may be steadfast, immovable, and al-

ways, abounding in the work of the Lord, until you cease
to labour, and enter into his rest, is the prayer of, t

'

My very dear friend,

Your's, affectionately,'

CORNELIUS WINTER."

engages himself to fight the battles of the

Lo;d," says a late minister of the gospel, "has need of

unpbmmon strength and irresistible arms; and if he be

destitute of one or the other, he vainly expects to stand

in the evil day." Mr. Whitefield was exposed to a vast

Variety
of dangers, and beset with_ innumerable ene-

mies. His whole life was one continued scene of war-

fare, in which he wrestled sometimes with visible, and

atjothef times with invisible adversaries. He saw jt ab-

soi-itely necessary to be furnished with weapons of ce-

lestial temper in this spiritual warfare; and he put on
"the whole armour of God," with a 'determined resolu-

tion never to put it off till his last conflict should be de-

ed. This sacred panoply enabled him to grapple
th his strongest enemies, and made -him truly mvinci-

ci

bi

thj

in the cause of godliness.
It becomes all who are called to the sacred office of
3 ministry to be faithful in the discharge of that work

committed to them. They are not be as "sullen lamps,
et lightening only themselves;" but as conspicuous suns,
er lightening and animating all around them. Mr.
YS hitefield entered upon the duties of his vocation with
a'n extraordinary degree of earnestness and zeal. He
s|aw the difficulties of his situation, and the reproaches
t,o which he should be exposed by a conscientious dis-

charge of his duty; but persuaded of the impo lance
o;' bis charge, ami concerned for the welfare of immor-
tal souls upon the very verge of destruction, he set his

face like a flint against all who might oppose the truth

ip p grace of God. Whatever his hand found to /Jo, in

bny part of the sacred vineyard, it majr be
87 '.
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'said that h'e'clicMt with all Kis^might. As a steward of
the manifold grace of God, he faithfully 'dispensed the

word of life, according as every man had need. He
was a laborious workman in his Lord's vineyard. In-

stant in season, and out of season, he d iligently perform-
ed the work of an evangelist, and lost no opportunity
of declaring the truths of the gospel. It appears from
a little memorandum book, wherein he minuted the

'" times and places of his ministerial labours, that he

preached upwards of .eighteen thousand sermons in the

course of his ministry, which included thirty-four years
and a quarter; which was somewhat more ihanfive hun-

dred sermons a year. The day preceding his death, he

expressed a great desire tc enter his eternal rest; at the

same time saying, "Lord, thou knowest I am not weary
of thy wtirk, though I am weary in it!" Every duty of

his sacred vocation, this apostolic man performed, with
an earnestness and zeal, of which I can convey but a ve-

ry imperfect idea. Never weary of well doing, he
.counted it his greatest privilege "to spend and be spent"
in ministering to the church of God, and in. the service

of which he sacrificed his strength, his health, and his

life-

He was "a burning and a shining light" a Boaner-

.ges, and yet"a Barnabas in the church of God. Wheth-
er the enemies of God appeared in the splendour of

Hches, or in the meanness of poverty; whether they
were distinguished by their erudition, or despicable by
their ignorance, he marshalled against them the most
terrible denunciations of the Almighty's wrath. Un-

awed either by the majesty of kings, or the madness
of the people, he was equally fitted to appear with Mo-
ses at an impious court, or to stand with Stephen in a
.turbulent assembly. The fidelity wi'th which be per-
formed this part of his duty, is.worthy of admiration.

But while he was faithful in proclaiming "the day qf

Vengeance" to the wicked, he neglected not '"to. pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the

prison to them that were bound." In the discharge of



RET, QEORGE WHITEpELB. 315.

this jiavotxrite part of
h5s,QJ|ice,

he wa$g|^ally faithful

as
ip

the foriner. He shinned not to decia'rje the whote
cbunHel. of God. He made Jesus the Alpha and Qmega,
the beginning and jending of all his ministrations. Hi?

expl
i*ece

cerri

mos!

ung
this

)recTthe intricate mazes, and unlocked the secret

?ses of the human hfeart. He was solicitously con-

id to have his hearers thoroughly convinced that

were sinful, lost creatures, .exposed to the eveirlaa.t-

vengeance of a righteous God. He displayed the

infinitely tender love, and immensely free grace,of Je-

susi in dying for hell-deserving man. He pointed the sinner
to the Lamb of God, whose blood cleanseth from all sin;

whbse merits are infinite, and able to save to the utter-

; and whose righteousness is sufficient to justify the

dly. Thus, with all possible plainness and fidelity,

apostolic preacher administered the word of God
in

|ii is day and generation, whether it was a word of

thrtsatening^o the careless and impenitent, or a word
of consolation to the fearfujl and afflicted.

The inexpressible concern which he felt for the en-

largement of the kingdom of Christ, and the salvation

of
I immortal souls, induced him to go forth into the

highways and hedges to publish the gospel; and anxious

tbj-'lo "the work of an evangelist
1 ' with all possible fir

delity, he was not ashamed, that every hour and every
plf.ee should '-bear testimony to t.he affectionate zeal,

,wi ;h which he exhorted the ignorant, the careless, ajid

th^ abandoned, to "flee from the wrath to come.'" Cbn-

ering himself as a minister of the church of Christ,

complained of no hardships, nor thought any difficul-

ty too great to be encbuntered, in winning souls to Christ,

He vvas careful to act, in every instance, consistently
wi;h his high profession. He preferred the path of du-

ty before the lap of repose; he listened not to the sug-

gestion of fear, nor regarded the dictates of worldly

prudence; arid he counted neither ease, nor interest, nor

te mutation, nor even life itself, dear tp him, that he

ght "finish his course with joy."
An attempt towards k concise character of the late

Si

lie

m
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Rev. George =jW^itefield, by the Rev. Augustus Mon*

tague Toplady? A. B. late vicar of Broad Henaburyi Pe-
TOp. '. .'.'.

.

.;

'

'

V ...;'-.'" :,/:;-

"I. deem myself happy in haying an opportunity of

ihus publicly avowing the inexpressible estetem, in

jvbich I held this wonderful man; and the affectionate

veneration which 1 must ever retain for the memory of

,ne, whose acquaintance and ministry were attended

with the most important spiritual benefit to nie, and to

lens of thousands beside.
: ,

-"It will not be saying too much, if I term him, THE
APOSTLE OF THE. ENGLISH EMPIRE; in point of zeal for

God, a long course of indefatigable and incessant la-

bours,, unparalleled disinterestedness, and astonishingly
extensive usefulness.

"He was a true and faithful son of, the church of

England; and invincibly asserted her doctrines to the

last; and that, not in a merely doctrinal way, though
he was a most excellent systematic divine, but with an
unction of power from God, unequalled in the present day.
"He would never have quitted even the walls of the

(church, had not either the ignorance, or the hmlevo-

Jence of some who ought to have known better, compel-
led him to a seeming separation.

"If the absolute command over the passions of im-

mense auditories, be the mark of a consummate orator,
toe was the greatest of the age, If the strongest good
ienseythe-most generous expansions of heart, the most
-artless but captivating ability, the most liberal exemp-
tions from bigotry, the purest and most transpicious inr

^egrity, th'e brightest cheerfulness, and the promptest
wit, enter into the composition of social excellence, he
was one of the best companions in the world.

"If to be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in

the works, of the Lord; if an union of the most. brilli-

ant, with the most solid ministerial gifts, ballasted by a.

deep and humbling experience of grace, and crowned
withfthe most extended success in the conversion of sin*

tiers, and the edification of saints, be signatures o( 4
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com mission from heaven, GEORGE WHITEFIELD curinbt:

but] stand highest on the modern list of Christian minis-

ters .'-"
'

-

"
..-.'/"':/

England has had the honour of producing the great-
est

I men, in almost every Walk of useful knowledge. At
the head of these are: 1st. Archbishop BRADWARDIW,
the prince of divines; 2nd. MILTONj the prince of po-,

ets; 3d. Sir ISAAC NEWTON, the prince of philosophers j

and 4th. WHITEFIELD,--'the-prince of preachers.

'Bishop 'Benson was the prelate who had the distin-

guished -honour of ordaining
;tKe greatest, he rriost elo-

t, and the most useful minister that has, p'e'irhaps,

produced since the days of the apostles. * >

t appears from a passage in -one of Mr. Whitefield's

letters, published since his decease, that he was

person, whom the gracious spirit and providence of
raised rip arid sent fbrthyto bdgiri that greatJwork

of
|
spiritual revival in

!

th"e church of Etfpatid, "which
1

continued ever since,
'

.s*i'4, still continues, with in-

ising spread, to replenish arid enrich the evangelical

vineyard by law established. In the remarkable pas-

sage to which I refer, Mr. Whitefield expresses him-
seli" verbatim, thusj to th'e Rev. John Wesley:-^-"As
God was pleased to Send me out firstj arid to enlighten

first; so, I think, he still coritiriuek to d'o;it: niy bus-

cre

iness seems to be chiefly in planting. If God sencts you
tonvater, I praise his riame."^ Oh the whole, he was
th'c least imperfect character: I ever Jknew-; and y:et, no

.person was ever more shockingly tfad'uc'ed and vilified,

by those who either were unacquainted-'with' him, or

who hated him for his

to! the gospel of Christ. Bui thfe^peh of; &ithiul; histo-

ry, and the suffrageij bif
'

Uhprejudiced posterity, will do

justice to the inemory of a man, of vvhom the -present

generation was not worthy." ; >:

I The follow ing lines, by tfeie
tinhnitaWej peri ofjC6\vper,

v

w|ho did Hdt disdain to'tahe his hal

r|i io therifes'-'Which

formerly vibrated oh the
harp^

;of th'e son of 3esi% and

w!hose poetical chafadcir is truth aiid taste, afetrane-
27* ".
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cribed, as -descriptive of that invaluable man, and, by
being inserted in proximity with the character given by
Mr. Toplady, it is presumed cannot fail of being inter-

esting- to the reader.

LENcoNOMASj.beneath well-sounding Greek
I slur a name, a poet must not speak,
Stood pilloried on infamy's high stage,
And bore the pelting scorn of halfan age.
The very bust of slander, and the blot

For ev'ry dart that malice ever shot.

The man .that mentioned him, at once dismiss'd

All mercy from his lips, and sneer'd and hiss'd. <

His crimes were such as Sodom never knew,
And perjury stood up to swear all true:

His aim was mischief, and his zeal pretence,
His speech rebellion against common sense:
A knave when tried on honesty's plain rule,
And when by that of reason a mere fool.

'The world's best comfort was, his doom wais pass'd,
Die when he might, he must be damn'd at last.

Now truth perform thy office, waft aside

The curtain drawn by prejudice and[pride;
Reveal, the man is dead, to woud'ring eyes,
This njore than monster in his proper guise.
He lov'd ^he'world that hated him: the tear

That dropp'd upon his bible was sincere.
Assail'd by scandal, and tba tongue of strife,
His only answer was a blameless life:

v And he that forged, and he that threw the dartt
Had each a brother's interest in his heart.
Paul's love of Christ, and steadiness unbrib'd,
'Were copied close in him, and well transcrib'dj
Hie follawed Paul-^-his zeal a kindred flame,
His apostolic charity the same.

Like him cross'd cheerfully tempestuous seas,,

Forsaking country,.kindred, friepds and ease;
Like him he laboured, and like him, content
To bear it, suffered shame where'er he went.

Blush calumny! and write upon his tomb,
If honest eulogy can spare thee room,
Thy deep repentance of thy thousand lies, .

Which; aim'd at him, have pierc'd th' offended skkij
And say, blot out my sin, confess'd, deplor'd^
Against thine image in thy saint, O Lord!
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, WhitefieldV executors having received the pro-
of his will, February 6, 1771, Mr. KeeDj who/was
acquainted with the whole of his affairs, published

it, jvith the following introduction:
'

'j'As we make no doubt the numerous friends of the

Mr. George Whitefield, will be glad of an oppor-
y of seeing a genuine copy of his last will anid tes-

nt, his executors have favoured us with a copy of

Rev
tuni

tar

thejsanae,
transmitted to them from the orphan-house,

in Georgia, and which they have proved in the prero-

gatilye court of Canterbury. And as it was Mr. White-
field's constant declaration, he never meant to raise ei-

the a purse or a party, it is to be remarked, that al-

most the whole suiii he died possessed of, came to him
witiiin a few years of his death in the following man-

viz. Mrs.. Thomson, of Tower Hill, bequeathed
500/. by the death of his wife, (including a bondhiric

ofJ300J.) he got 700Z. Mr. Whitmore bequeathed him

lOJQJ.
and Mr. Windor 1001. And it is highly probable,

that had he lived to reach Georgia, from his last north-

ern tour, he would have lessened the above sums,.by

disposing of them in the same noble and disinterested

ma mer, that all the public or private sums he has been
erit usted with, have been.

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three

persons, but one God; I, GEORGE WmTEFiEtD, clerk, at

present residing at the orphan-house academy, in the pro-
vmee of Georgia, in North America, being, through infinite

mercy, in more than ordinary bodily health, and a perfectly

soi^ad and composed mind, knowing the certainty of death,

yet the uncertainty of the time I shall be called by it

ny long-wished-for home, do make this my last will and
anc
to 1

tes tament, in manner and form following, viz

'Imprimis In sure and certain hope of a resurrection

.to ^ternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ, I commit my
bo ly to the dust, to be buried in the most plain and decent

manner; and knowing in whom I have believed, being per-
suaded that he will keep that which I have committed unto

him, in the fullest assurance of faith I commend my soul in-

to the hands of the ever-loving, altogether lovely, never*



failing Jesus, on whose complete anil everlasliag righteous-
nessvX ;entirelyldepend, ;fbr the justification of^iriy pe'fsbh ?(

.and -acceptance, of; my ipoor, iwo*thless, ,-tbotfgh I triistsln^

cere performances, at that -day when he shall come in the

glpry of his Fatheiv his .own .glory, and the
?glpry of his holy

angels, tojudge both the quick- and (dead. In respect to my
Aihencan :concerns, -which I have engaged _in simply and

solely'for 'his great name's'sake , I leave; tha;t "building, com-

lhbnly;:tealled
!the brph%n-h6use,"at Be'thesia, in the pro\an:Ce

of
;

<[T^rgia,; together with; all the ;bther -buildings; 'lately

erected thereon; and likewise- all 'other b'uildingSj'landsj Ne-

groes,? books, furniture, and every other thing whatsoever,
which I now stand rpossessed of in the sprpvince of Gebitgia
aforesaid, to that elect lady, that mother in Israel, that mir-

ror of true and undefiled religion, the right honourable Se-

lina, countess Dowager of Huntingdon; desiring, that, as-

soon as :may be after my decease, the plan of the intend'e'd

orphati-hbuse, Bethesda college,
;may be prosecuted} 'if not

piracticable, or eligible ,
to pursue the present -plan of the

orphan house academy i on its old^foundation and -usual chanr
nel: but -if her ladyship should be calleid to 'enter her glori-
ous rest hefor,e my decease I bequeath all the buildings,

lands, negroes, and every thing before mentioned, which I

now stand possessed of in the province of "Georgia afore-

said, to my dear fellow-traveller, and faithful, invariable

friend, the honourable James Habersham, president of Ws
majesty's -honourable council: and should he siirvive

her ladyship, I earnestly recommend him as the most

proper person to succeed her ladyship, or to act for her dur*

ing her ladyship's lifetime, in the orpha'n-house academy.
W-ith; regard to my outward affairs in England; whereas
there is a building commonly called the tabernacle, set

apart many years ago for divine worship-^ I give -and be -

qiieath the said tabernacle, and the adjacent 'house in which
I usually reside when in London, with the stable and coach-

house in the yard, adjoiriing, together with all books
i furni-

ture
)v
and every thing else~whatsbever, that shall be foand in

the house and premises aforesaid; and also the building com-

monly called Tottenham-court chapel, together with all the

other buildings, houses, stable, coach-house, and everything
else whatsoever, which I stand possessed of in that part of
the town, to my worthy, trusty, tried friends, Daniel Wests
Esq. in Church-street, Spitalfieldg, and Mr. Robert Keen,
woolen draper, in the Minories, or the longer survivor of



REV. GEORGE WIlITEFIELE).

As to the monies, which a kind Providence, es-

pecially of late, in a most unexpected way, and unthought
of m ;ans, hath vouchsafed to entrust me with I give and

b,equ aath the sum of -.IDOL sterling to the right honourable,
the countess Dowager of Huntingdon aforesaid, humbly be

ing her ladyship's acceptance of so small a mite, as a
jr-corn acknowledgement, for the undeserved, un-
t-for honour her ladyship conferred upon me, in ap-

ing me, less than the least of all, to be one of her lady-t

seec

pepp
soug
poini

ship
r

the!

gold
Gab
ed ah(J boarded me in his house, when 1 was helpless and des-

domestic chaplains.
em 1 give and bequeath to my dearly beloved friend,
xonourable James Habersham aforesaid, my late .wife's

watch, and IGL for mourning to my dear old friend^
'iel Harris, Esq. of the city of Gloucester; who receiv-

e,about thirty-five years ago, I give and bequeath the sumtitu

brqs
lantl

IgifThomas Whitefield. 1 give'and bequeath the sum of 501. to

I. to my humble, faithful servant and friend, Mr. Am-
3 W right, if in my service and employ, either in Eng-
or America, or elsewhere, at the time of my decease,
e and bequeath the sum o'f 5002, <-to my brother, Mr.

bejigiv.ea to him at the discretion of Mr. Robert Keen to

my| >rother-in-law, Mr, James Smith, hosier, in the city- of

Bristol, I give and bequeath the sum of 60h and 30/. also

fbrijamily mourning^ to my neice, Mrs. Frances Hartford,
of

jBath,
I give and bequeath the s'um of'501. and 20/. for

family mourning to Mr. J. Crane, now a faithful steward
at ithe orphan-house academy, I give and bequeath the sum
of J^IO/. to Mr. Benjamin Stirk, as an acknowledgement of,

his past services at Bethesda, 1 give and bequeath the sum
of !: 01. for mourning to Peter Edwards, now at the orphan-
house academy, 1 give and bequeath the sum of 50/. to

William Trigg, at the same place, 1 give and bequeath the
sum of 50?.; both the sums aforesaid to be laid out, or laid

up for them, :
at the discretion of Mr. Ambrose Wright to

Mr. Thomas Adams, of Rodborough, in Gloucestershire,

iny only surviving first fellow-labourer, and beloved much
inj ;he .Lord, I give and bequeath the sum of 60/, to the

Rev. Mr. tlowel Davies, of Pembrokeshire, in South

Wales, that good soldier of Jesus Christ to Mr. Torial

Joss, Mr. Cornelius Winter, and all my other dearly belov-

ed present stated assistant preachers at the taberna'cle, and
at [Tottenham-court chapel, 1 give and bequeath 101. each

jnourning- to the three brothers of Mr. Ambrose
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Wright, Ann tHd wife of his brother, Mr. Robert Wright,
now faithfully And skillfully labouring and serving at the

orphan-house academy, Igive and bequeath the sum of 10?.

each for^ mourning to Mr*- Richard Smith, now a diligent,
attendant on me, I give and bequeath .the sum of 502. and
all my wearing apparel, which I shall have with me in my
joui'ney through America, or on my voyage to England, if

it should please the all-wise God to shorten my days in- eith.,

-er of those 'situations;.! Finally, I give and bequeath the sum
of 100L to be distributed at the discretion of my executors,
hereinafter mentioned, for mourning among my old London
servants, the poor widows at Tottenham-court chap.el, and
the tabernacle poor; especially my old, trusty, disinterest-

ed friend and servant, Mrs. Elizabeth Wood. All the othr

er residue, if there be any otner residues of monies, goods,
and chattels, or whatsoever profits may arise from the sale

of any books, or any manuscripts that I may leave behind,
-I give and bequeath to the right honourable, the countess

Dowager of Huntingdon; or in case of her ladyship being
deceased at the time of my departure, to the honourable
James Habersham, Esq. before mentioned, after my funeral

expenses and just debts are discharged, towards paying off

any arrears that may be due on the account of the orphan-
house academy, or for annual prizes as a reward for the-

best three orations that shall be made in English, oh the

subjects mentioned in a paper annexed to this my will. And
I hereby appoint the honourable James Habersham, Esq.
aforesaid, to be my executor in respect to my affairs in the

province of Georgia, and my trusty, tried, dearly beloved

friends, Charles Hardy, Esq. Daniel West, Esq. and Mr.
Robert Keen, to be executors of this my last will .and 'tes-

tament, in respect of my affairs iu England, begging each
to accept of a mourning ring. ,

"To all my other Christian benefactors, and more intimate

acquaintance, I leave my most hearty thanks and blessing,

assuring them that I am more and more convinced of the un-
doubted ^reality, and infinite importance of the- grand gos-

pel truths, which I have from time to time delivered; and
am so far from repenting my delivering them in an itinerant

way, that had I strength equal to my inclination, I would

preach them from pole to pole; not only because^ I have
fbuud them to be the power of God to the salvation of my
own soul, but because I am as much assured that the great
Head of the church hath called me by his word,,providence



day.!
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and s >irit to act in this way, as that the sun shines at noon
As for -my enemies and inisjudgingfriends, I most free-

ly and heartily forgive them, and can only add, that" the last

trenii ;ndous day will only discover what :1 have been, 'what.

and what I shall be, when time itself shall be no
and therefore, from rny inmost soul, I close all my

, come, Lord Jesus,,come quickly; even so, Lord Jesus.

Amen andAmen! GEORGE WHITEFIELD."

"This was written .with the testator's own hand, and at
his desire, and in his presence, sealed, signed, and
delivered, at the orphan-house academy, in the pro-
vince of Georgia, before us witnesses, Anno Pouii-

ni, March 22, 1770.

( ROBERT BOLTON,
Signed, < THOMAS DIXON,

CORNELIUS WINTER.'*

B. I also leave a mourning ring to my honoured and
dear friends, and disinterested fellow-labourers, the Kev.
John and Charles Wesley, in token of my indissoluble union
with them, in heart and Christian affection, notwithstanding
our ;c

ifference in judgment aboift some particular points of
ine. Grace be with all them, of whatever denomina-doct

turn,

ity.f

ined

duly

that love our Lord Jesus, our common Lord, in sincer-

GEORGIA, Secretary's Office.
"A true copy, taken from the original in this office, exam-

and certified: and Ido further certify, that.the same was
proved; and the honourable James Habersham, one of

the| executors therein named, was duly qualified as executor,
before his excellency, James Wright, Esq. governor and
brdiiary of the said province, this tenth day of December,
177

;Q. THOMAS MOODIJE, Deputy Secretary,
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WHEN Mr. Whitefield was one day preaching in Market*
Street, Philadelphia, from the balcony of the court-house*
h"e vcried .out, "Father Abraham, who have you m heaven!

Any episcopalians!" "No!". .,"Any presbyterians!" "No!"
'^Any baptists!" "No!" "Have you any.methodists there!"

?'No!" "Have you any independents of seceders!" "JSd!
No!" "Why, who have you then!" "We don't know these
names here. All that are here are christiaus -believers in
Christ men who have overcome by the blood of the LamB,
and the word of his testimony." "O, is this the case! then-
God help me. God help us all to forget party names, and
to become Christians in deed and in truth."

- HE"used to say that all lawyers believed in God and in

the devil. For in their criminal indictments they state that

the offender acted "without the- fear of God, arid instigated

,by the 'devil."

A PERSON of an amiable natural disposition, came one

day to converse with Mr. Whitefield. On his discovering
an inclination in him to rely on his own agreeable temper,
and sweetness of manners^Be told him, "that he apjarehend-
ed satan was cheating him by leading him to mistake a

good disposition for the grace of God. I would rather you
had the roughness of that man," said he, pointing to a by-

stander, "uian that the tempter should. thus deceive you."

ON one occasion, preaching in Philadelphia, Mr. Wlute-
fiield cried cut -^l am going to turn merchant to day; 1 have
valuable commodities to offer for sale; but I say not as

your merchants do, if you come up to my price I'll sell to

you, but if you will come down to my price; for if you have a

farthing to bring you cannot be a purchaser here." It is

said a man, distressed with his condition as a sinner, receiv-

ed encouragement from the remark, and departed rejoicing*

MR. WHITEFIELD %sed often to say, that Mr. Robert
Eastburn, father of the Rev. Joseph Eastburn, of Philadel-

phia, was the first fruits of his ministry in America.

"I AM going," said Mr. Whitefield, from a stage, in Phila^

delphia, "I am going to set a woman to preach to you to

day." While the people were all waiting to see a womar
come forward, he cried out, she is a Samaritan; and she

says, "Come see a man that told me all things that ever I

did. Js not this the Christ.1
"

THE END.
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