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SaORN pPPUSITION

Leponent : H/ GASA, Ken

Having first duly sworn il outh us on attuaclied

sheet end in eccordance wit i the procedure folloved

in ny country I hereby depose &S follows.
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I, Charlie S. Terry of the Defense Language Drench, hereby

certify that the foregoing translotion described in the above

i certificatc is, to the best of my knowledpe cnd beliel, & 1

correct translation and is as near as possible to the meaning ﬁ

b . | :
ﬁ_ of the original document. T
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DEF. DO0C. #170¢ Translated by

Defense Language Branch
INTERNATTONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR TEE FAR EAST

TFE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA® et al
-V~ t

ARAKI Sadso, et al

Sworn Derosition

Deronent -- HIGASA, Ken

Having first dvly sworn an oath as on attached sheet

aprd in accordance with the rrocedure followed in my country

T hereby derose as follows.

1. I 2m EIGASA, Ken. My rresent address is 124, 2-Chome,
Kitazawa, Setagaya-ki, Tokyo. In the summer of 1241 I was a
l1ietenant-colonel in the Japarese Army, holding the post of
staff~-officer attached to Imperial Headguvarters. At the time
of the corclusion of the Jaran-French Indo China Joint Defense,
I was sent to Hanol by Imperial Eeadquarters, charged with the

duty of assisting Major-Gereral ST™MITA. who was then stationed

.there, in negotiations to be corducted by him.

2. Mith regard to diplomatic negotiations concerning the

.ﬁapan—French Irdo China Joint Defense, an agreement was reached

on July 22rd, ard the exzchange of'thebofficial text thereof

was made on July 23rd in France between Mr. Darlan, then-

Foreign Minister of the Vichy Goverrment and Mr. KATO.
g
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Sotomatsu, Japsnese Ambagsadorito France. The gist of the

official text exchanged was imﬁediatgly communicated to Major-

General SUMITA By the Japanese'Government. The French-Indc

Chinese Government also appeared to have been notified by the

Japanese Government. At thaet time the Japanese anthorities and

the French Indo Chinese Government were on friendly terms and

kept in such close iouch with each other that an agroeecent

on the spot, base” ¢n Uhe officlal text exchanged, went on

smoothly and speedilywithout the slightest difficulty.

Together with the resrective representatives of the Departments

of War and Foreign Affairs, I was present at the signing of

the text by Major-Gereral SUMITA, Raishiro arnd Governor-General

Decoux. As for the Frerch Indc Chinese Government, Chief

Secretary Jean and several other officers were prresent. The
signature itself was made in an atmOSphére of friendship and

congeniality. The date of conclusion of this agreement was,

if I remember correctly, about the 23rd of July.

3., This =2greem~nt included princirpially  those matters
which‘related to the suprly of facilities necessary for the
feeding, clothirg, movenent, and ercamrment of the Japanese
forces in connectiorr with the locetion 2nd date of landing,
the marching course, 2ard the stationing area. 1In addition,
the agreement ircluvded specific measures as follows: a
measure providing for removal of the breech blocks of guns of the

French Indo Chiness forces in order to prevent the occurrence

S
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i DEF. DOC. #1709

of any wrforeseen conflict with the Japanese, directions for

the method and area of withdrawal by the French Indo Chinese
forces stationed near thg shore wheré the Japanese were to land,
arnd a measure providing'for the establishment of beacons to
show where the F.I.C. forces were stationed.

As to the tex: of the agreement, ever after inguiring in
3 every quarter:I h: 7~ not been able to find it.

4. On the d»: To1llowing the conclusior of the agreement,
I1f1ew to Sar-a, Fainsan Is., where the Commanders-in-Chief of
the Japanese Army and Navy were staying with their forces which
g AR into French Indo Chira
- aabout desigred to sdvancey and informed the Commanders of the

';j proceedings 2nd contents of the spraement, making detailed

|
arrangements with them in order to avert any unforeseen conilict

- == -

hetween the Japanese and Frerck Indo Chinese forces,
On the next day-July 25, if I remember correctly I flew
from Hanoi to Saigor with Major-General S™MITA and others.

In Saigon full agreement was reached with the French Indo

' Chirase forces there. This agreement and other agreements were
made, of course, in an =tmosphere of perfect friendship. During
sevaral days hefore the commencement of the Japanese landing;
special éfforts werz exerted in taking 2ll possible precantions
and making prevarations so that no conflict might t=ke place.

It yas specially arrangéd that the Japanese forces shovld not
cohmence landing until the SUMITA Agency fully acknowdedged

the withdrawal of the Franch Indo Chiness forces from the

T
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coast ard irformed the Japanese thereof. This agreement was
écthally carried ovt. Therefore, July 28, some units of the
Japanese forces landed, and on the 20th, almost all of the
Jaranese forces landed without ciuging the: slightest trouble.
5.+ T aftervards learned from'a document that the formal
signatuvre of the protocul concernihg the joint defense of
French Indo- _China Was made on July 29, 1941, In reality,
however, the exchange of the text Made on July 22 between the
representatives of the two powers was communicated by the two
governments to their respective agencies oD the spot. After
a2 written agreemert had beer reached smoothly on the basis of °

this communication, the Jaranese forces advanced into French~

Tndo China.

3

On this 22 day of Jax, 1047
ﬁt I‘I“"FE ' : ;

DEPONENT HIGASA, Ken (seal) 2cdn, &im~st 61l
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Tehiro, herebypeerﬁjﬂyauhst%the~above statement

was-sworn by the Pepenent, whe:¢L 0. xed his gignatned and seal

-

On the same date
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Ken (seal)

ETIGASA

OATE
In accordance with my conscience T swear to tell the
/s/

DEF. DNCi #170€
whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.,
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