~ 2] " 2
f.ﬁ" X1 Copy No., WJ
4% ‘ Confidential

DEI RTMENT OF JUSTICL
Wit DIVISION

BCONOMIC T.KF..R& SACTION

REFORT ON

UNDARGROUND G\SOLINE STORAGH T K.iAS.KI, UNDIRGROUND

el 1o sbodbenductiosianmlly MR- ibotbotinsmnve et ralnalSmibucit el

MN..V..I, RECORDS STOR.Gi ..ND OTHIR ILIT.RY OBJECTIVES .T

AND NE.R TOKYO, ..ND INDUSTRI.L ..LOOHOL SLNTS IN FORNOS.., JulAN

“Bril 124 1943

Submitted by: Richard L. Ferter, Jr.
Fcononic Warfare Scction
Department of Justice
New Orleans, lLa.




1l

il

LV,

Yila

L

VIiI.

1X.

TABLE OF CONTEHTS

Underground Gassline Storage Facilities
at Kawasakl, Japan

Vital Railroad Tunncl North of Toky>
Rey Bridge

snti-iircraft Defenscs in Tokyo
Undcrground Storage for Naval Recurds
Industrial .ilcoh»l Plants

Cultivation of Rubber on Formosa Island
rower rPlant .n Fornosa Island
Additional Leads

oources




7
® s

2787

NO-75

Beconomic Tlarfare Section Confidential Report

liar Division Apral 12, 1943

Department of Justice - Re: Underground Gasoline Storage

Washington, D. C. | at Kawasaki, Underground

Naval Kecords Storage and
Other Military Objectives
at and Near Tokyo, .and
Industrial .lcohol Plants
in Formosa, Japan

Subnitted by: Richard L. Dorter, Jr.
meonomice Warfare Scetion
Department of Justice
New Orlecans, la.,
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This report relates to the location and description of underground
gasoline storage facilities at Rawasasi, a long tunnel vital to railroad
transportation between Tokyo and northern Honshu, a key bridge, anti-
aircraft defenses and the location of underground storage vaults for
Japanese Naval records at Tokyo, and industrial alcohol plants, rubber
production, and c¢lectric power facilitics on the Island of Formosa, as
of 1941. It is based on information sbtaincd through long rcsidence
and obscrvation of umericans cngaged 1n puoblishing a news weekly in
Tokyo, until their internment and subsequent return to the United States.

I. Under

cround Gasoline Storage Facilitics at Kawasaki. Japan

- T

Kawasaki, an industrial city of over 100,000 population, is loca-
ted on the west side of Tokyo Bay, equidistant between Tokyo and Yokohama.
For years, its baseball enthusiasts had occupled a field very near the
shore and between the shore and the clectric raillway.-

In 1937, the customary usce of this field was discontinucd, and
the public excluded from such arca. Shortly thercafter, installation
oI underground tanks for storage of gasoline and/or oil was sbscrved.
The work continued without Lnterription until 1939, when the cntire
arca comprising the bascball park had been filled with stuorage tanks.
No estimate of the number »f tanks was attenpted.

ounie of these tanks wore observed during the act of construction
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or lnstallation, .11 tanks appeared to be uniferm in size and were
pullt of steel plate, side walls and top, and on a concrete bottom or
base., No estimate of the size or capacity of the several tanks was
nade, except that the tanks appearcd to be larger in diamcter than the
tank ordinarily observed on petroleum tank farms in the United States.
The height was not estimatced.

It is believed that the U.S. petroleum tank, which was uscd as
the standard of comparison in estimating the size of the storage tanks
at Kawasaki, is the standard 55,000 barrcl tank, which is 30 fcet high
and 114 feet in diameter. The next largest tank in common use in the
Unlted States is the standard 80,000 barrcl tank, which is 30 feet high
and 144 fect in diameter, From these figures, the conclusion nay be
rcached that the Kawasakl tanks are the diamcter of the U.S. standard
50,000 barrel tank.

The tops of the tanks are somewhat conical in shapce, the center
being three or four feet higher than the side walls. o.fter the comple-
tion of c¢ach tank, it was covered over with earth and then sodded so
that the entire ficld when last secn appeared covercd with grass. The
low mounds marking the location of cach tank have rather large vent
pipes rising from the top of e¢ach tank, still further fixing the exact
location,

No. charts or maps were available to enable the exact location
of the Kawasakl baseball park to be marked or cstablished. However,
this park was located as between the shore line and the e¢lectric rail-
way. .t this spot, there was a nvoring for tankers at a discharge
dock, and the tankers discharged direct through noticeably short hoses
nto the receiving pipes for this storage installation, It was pré-
sumed, but not known, that unloading was done by using pumps for dis-
charge from hold to receiving line, | |

II. Vital Railroad Tunncl North of Tokyo -

In an effort to shorten time and distance by rail from the
northern part of the Island of Honshu, thoe- Japancesce Government Raillway
constructed a tunnel at the head of Idan teninsula. This tunnel was
described as belng the longest railroad tunnel in Japan and is situated
a short distance from Nazuma and under the range of hills on the west
slde of the peninsula between Nazuma and Kozu. The line of railroad
which uses the tunnel, scrvices the entire northeastern part of the
Island of Honshu. This tunncl was described as the most vital and
vulnerable spot on the railroad north of Tokya. It was said to bé spen
on one slde at some places, but throughout nost of its length to be
entirely under ground.

1II. Key Bridge
i'rior to the outbreak of hostilities with the United States, the

Japanese rushed to completion a kuy bridge from a point near the laval
arsenal to the now important island known as "Sakashima." This island
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has become very valuable to the Japanesc war effort, it being completely
2ccupied by iron works and a big airplanc factory. The bridge is thc
only conncction between Honshu and Sakashima, and little is known of it
exccpt that it is.in constant use by hcavy traffic.

4 desceription of the size, type or material of the bridge was
unavallable, This bridge is not shown on any kKnown maps or charts.,

V. .nti-iircraft Defenses in Tokyvo

The locations of threce of the largest anti-aircraft installations
in Tokyo werc described as follows:

l. Suido Bashi = at or near the bascball stadium

e —l S—— e —————

It was understood that there were sixtecn anti-aircraft guns in
this location, but their arrangement, size and type could not be ascer-
talncd.,

2. Uceno rark - necar Ucno Statlion

Uend rar< has an area >f morce than 200 acres and the cxact loca-
tion, number, size and type of the guns installed in this arca could not
be definitely given other than that the guns were very near the station,
However, it was believed that anti-aireraft guns of the heaviest caliber
were uscd in the Ucno secetion,

3+ Between the Dict Building and the Fremier's residence

The anti-aircraft installation at this place was situated facling
the German. lrmbassy, and the proximity of the guns to the Embassy was
proven by the fact that there was a constant breaking of glass in tho
Embassy windows duc to the concussion from the anti-aircraft guns in
frequent practice mancuvors.

orelgners have gencrally been denied access to areas in ths
iediate vieinity of thesc installations for some time before the
Japancsc attack on the United States. N information, thercfore, was
obtainable as to the size, type, or location of aminunition ‘houses, if
any, at these gun cmplacements.

V. Unuerground Storage for Naval Records

During the latter part of 1941, the Japancsc Government closed
and barricaded the first street south of the Navy. Officc. This strect

1s between the Navy Office and the old Diet Building. From various

Japancse sources, it was learned that a heavily reinforced shelter was
constructed under the strect and that such shelter or vault was to
provide safc storage for all the valuable reeords of the Japanesc Navy.
It was positively asscrted that the storage place was for the protec-
tion of rceords, not people, against invasion or bombing.
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VI. Industrial 4lcohol Plants
—_— Tl L L lants

Informants had not been able to gather information relative to
industrial alecohol pPlants on the main island of Japan. They had heard
of the operation of somc of these plants, but werc unable to locate or
describe then.

Un a recent trip to Formosa, Mrs. 1,ills had secn a great many
alcohol plants loeated on this 1sland. She was able to give fow details,
except that practically all of Japancse sugar was produced on Formosa
Island, and that practically the cntirc output of the sugar mills »f
Formosa was inmediately divertod to the manufacturc of industrial alcohol.
It was pusitively stated that the inhabitants of Japan had had n» sugzar
I8r guite o long time., It was alsa stated that when the Japancse captured
the sugar stores in the +hilippincs that the entire amount was immcdiately
transported to Formosa and converted intoy industrial 2lcoh>sl.

Vil. Cultivatiu Of Rubber on Formosa Island
l—-———-_-_____—-ﬂ-—-—-——_____-_-

Great quantitics of rubber were in cultivation on the island of
Formysa in 1941. These troes had been planted several years before and
were in production in 1941, Large acreages formerly devoted to bananas
and sugar have been converted tH rubber cultivation.,

lost of the rubber produced on Formosa Island is grown on the
cast coast between Tokas and Tiansn on the flat coastal plain. Few
white nien arce known t, have been permitted to make trips int> the cast
Formosa arca after the procuction of rubber for the Japancse Govoernment
had been begun., TPlants for the use of raw rubber were sltuated on the
ast Coast.

VIII. Power Plant on Formosa Island
M

It was understsod that the power plant on Lake Candidos (Jitsugit—
sutau) manufacturcs rnost of the clectric power uscd in industrial plants
on the Island of Formosa. Nelther of the informants has scen thils in-
stallation or has ANy Knowledge of its size, Capacity, etc, They stated,
however,; that the banking firm >f Dillun Recd & Company of New York
handled the I'inancing of this praject and that such banking firm should
be albile to supply dectailed informatin concerning sane.

IX. .DDITION..IL LE..DS
—— e abo

Infornants suggested that much valuable anc vital information
could b sccurcu concerning Japancese industrics from ir. Jancs Rabbitt,
c/v Engincers! Club, Ncw York City, and lr. I B. Thresher, o i O i A
Spinks »>f thc Navy Department Washington, D, €,

lr. Rabbitt was scnt t, Japan a number of years before the war
by the Intcrnational Nickol Company. His visit was made for the purposc
I instructing Japancse industrics in the different methodsand use of
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nickel and in such capacity he gained admission into practically all
of the larger Japancse plants anc industries. It was reported that
lir..Rabbitt, bcecausc of the positi:n he osccupied as represcntative of
the International Nickel Company, frequently sat in meetings »f the
Japanese Genceral Staff discussing natters of cceonomic importance in
connection with the metals industries. Mr. Rabbitt is a metallurgist
and engineer of the highest type and is belicved to have more accurate
information about the metallurgical industrics of Japan than any man
now in the United States. In September 1942, Mr. Rabbitt stated that
his information had n>t boen given to a representative of the Intelli-
gence section of the Government. It is not known whether such informa-
tion has been subsequently transmitted.

lir. k. B, Thresher taught economics in Japan faor a number o>f years.
In addition thereto, he wrote a series »f articles on the "Six Big C.om-
panles" and was cconomic expert and writcr for the "Japan News iveck,
ana also a writer for the "Japanese dvertising Review,." lir. Thresher
1s regarded as having a vast fund of first-hand knowlcedge f recent
. goonsmice conditiong in Japan.

Both Rabbitt and Thresher returned to the United States on the
exchange ship "Gripsholm,."




Soureces

The informatisn contained in this report is bascd sn an inter-
view with Ir. & lrs. . R. Wills, who now reside at 1919 South Grand
Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri, Kkr. 'Hlls lived at Tokyo, Japan for
14 years, auring the latter part »f which pceri.d he was cngaged in the
publicatisn of the "Japan News "Jcek" at Tokyo. He madc trequent trips
JVer Japan in scarch f matorial fop his magazinc and gainced first-hand
Knowlcedge o many cconomic and “ther conditions exlsting in Japan.

Iirs, Tiills was = mssionary in Formosa for a nunbcr of years and
is very familiar with conultions on that island. Thereafter, she becamnc
assvclated with the "Japan News VWeck" and scrved as managing cditor for
a considerable period. It was stated that she had prepared an unauth.r-
ized article for "Time" magazine, which resulted in her being sentenced
to jail for 18 months by the Japancse Govermment. However, she scerved no
part >f such scntence. Nr. and Mrs. WWills werc Kept in internment from
the outbreak of the war until thelr return to the United States on the
cxchange ship "Grinsholm,

swhen intervicwed at Now Orlcans, they had practically no material
or written data with then. However, they indicatoed their willingness and
aesire to cooperate with the Division in any further manncer possible and
suggested that they had valuable data in their library at St. Louls,
which would most likely form the basis for reports on other Japancse
industrial plants. However, they were forced to cut short the intcerview
duc to their departure from New Orlcans before the extent sf their
avallable data could be fully developed,




