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Whet preparations were made 1in 1935 when you vere on the Cen-
era]l Staff in the way of oil stocks?

I had nothing to do with oil in 1935.

When ¢id vou first have something to do with Sll%
I nad nothing to do with oil thereaftler elther.
What were your duvties in 19407

Chief duty was to help the Chief of Staff and I also was con-
nected with the work of transportation and communicatlions.

Whet problems in transporting 0il to Japan and other places
were nrevalent?

T had difficulty in carrying out my duty of sending oil to
other parts, notably tne work of protecting the transnort
ships to be sent to Indo-China.

What was the cause of these difficulties?

A11 transportation from Singapore to Japan had to come througn
+the South China Sea. We had to establish a huge China f4ir Fleet
to protect our ships on tals route.

Timat type of opposition éid they encounter?
Submarine and air attacks,
Which of these was the most potent?

Both were equally severe but from Januvary of this yearr we be-
ran to encounter our greatest menence, the cervier task forces.
On one occasion they sunk 24 tanliers. Thereafter, shipplng be-
cane critical, The time they sunk 24 of our tankers, 1t was
the first time the czrriers had ventured into the South Cihlina
oee. .,

hat was the tonnare lost for this one action?

Three convoys were lost, ALfTer this they lwurriedly preparec
three zones of eir protection in whici individual tankers
and ships could pass through at migh speed with light siip-
ping loads. This »lan did not co much good elitier,

What was the date the last tanker was sent from Singanore ToO
Janan?

March 1945 was the last time I rememoers At the beginning of

Aoril I was transferrec to snotaer offTice.

"o was in cherce of oil shipning routes 1n Singapore?

This would fall under the Southern Fuel Depot. <+he Army con-
mander at Singanore I think was resnonsible for shipning. iihen
a shin is to be sent to Janan, orders come Irom cepan as to what
sihiorld be loaded.

"o in the Soutnern Miel Denot wes in cherge of 01l shipments
to Janen?

A11 those who were concernec
Singapore.,

-

T ¢o not remember the cCetails,
with this mnatter ere still in
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Ape these records and the officer in charge 1in Singapofe today?
T think the records are perhaps burned.

Fow were they burned?

It is customary to destroy such records.

That do you mean it 1s customary?

Any papers which we Teel the enemy may cet we will cCestroye.
Who gives this order?

Unless an order to stop this is given, this procedure 18 8l
wavs carriec¢ out., T.oere may be some pavers left at SingadoTe.

What post did you assume 1n A»ril 19457

I ceme to Hiroshima with the Second CGeneral Army .
And vou had nothing to do witn oil there®

No.

When you became Vice I'inister did vou ever sit on tae Joint
Army=Nevy 01l Committee?

I hed no exnerience of that sort.

1e.d the allocationofoil been made for Tne second cuarter when
vou took office in 19457

The a2llocation had already been finished at that time I belleve,
Don't vou !mow? You were joint caalrman of the Commrittee.

T was in the office for four weeks and 1n name orilw. 41 414
no actual work during this tTime.

"ho was vour predecessor 1n office?

I+ Cen SIIR.YAMAZ, I took the position from him because he
Was Llls

Te he gibill 11L1%

Yese

“ho was in office before that?

It .Cen TOLINAGA and before him it was Cen KIMNURL,
Where is Cen XIMURA now?

In Burma.

Were there any others persons serving in tals position during
the war?

The late Gen - Nikil,
Whet wes the state of prenaration in the irmy ~ir Force for

the invasion of Javan. Fow many planes and now much gasoline
were on hand?
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ficult to remembere.
izow much fuel did you have on hand?

That matter has already been reported to you I think. I do
not know anything else.

You mean that you don't know anything about the supply of
fuel you had on hand for the invasion?

I do not know anything about it. Please ask those whase
business it 1is.

As Vice Minister didn't vou know what was going on?

I do not have the exact figure.

Don't vou know how many planes you had ready to fly against
invasionary forces. Xow much gasoline did you have for these
planes, Give us anything along this line, We want to know
your state of readiness to meet the invasion,

We had about 30,000 k1 on hand I believe. Aiccurate figures
about the planes and how many times each could fly can be
obtained from the Air Force headquarters. I might know in
general what they were,

In the capacity of Vice Minister you must have had a general
picture in July 1945 when you took office.

There were about 2,000 to 2,000 planes with one flight each.
What was your biggest worry at that time?

Concerning the aviation or the fuel o0il”

The whole invasion,

The food nroblem.

: What created the food problem? Was it lack of transportation

or poor crops or just what was 1t%

Japan expected to repel only the first wave of the invasion,
They had no hopes of repelling the second and third waves
but planned to retreat to the mountainous section. This
nlan, however, brought up the food problem.,

How many weeks food supply did you have for the SOUNCYYY

As far as rice and wheat, they expected this to last a year
but other things not that long.

Getting back to the 30,000 k1, what did this include?

- Aviation gasoline is what this was.,.
- How about fuel for tanks and other motorized vehicles?

The preparations for these things were very trifling and only

a secondary effort was made along these lines,

Who made more prevarations for the invasiony that is in re-
gard to stocks, the 4Armv or the Navy?
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The Army had more planes but’in preparation the allocation of
fuel was 50-50.,

If food was the most critical itcmy why were sweet potatoes
converted into cthyl alecohol?

It was a last resort anyway. After squeczing the alcohol out,
they thought they could usc the pulp for another food nroduct.

Was the sugar sunply in Japan uscd up?

Ves. Mostly the alcoholization of sugar was donc in the
southern arcas 1like Formosa. That done here was from graln
from Manchuria.

How did they expect the people TO 1ive the rest of the winter
and next spring if they used up food supplies for war moter-
lals?

They didn't have any definite plan about this as far 2as the
Army was concerned. I was not concerned with the civilians
nt that time because I was doing other work.

How long did they expcct the airplanes to last in the war®

" They didn't expect them to last long at alle. Maybe about one

tire in combat was the most that could be expected., s far
as the Army was concerned, if they could get food they were
coinz to rctreat in the mountains and not surrender, But as
they found no way of solving the food problem, they decided
to surrender.

Next to food, what was your most important problem?

The four biggest nroblems were (1) food, (2) airplancs, (3)
oil, and (4) munitions.

Did vou have any particular program worked out for your second
problem, that of plane production?

Whet kind of vproblems do you mean in recard to plane productlor

Were yvou trying to build faster, Gisperse, or what was your
general nrogram in regard to aircraft. Did you have a special
program, Or werc you just letting things take their covrse’

Ve tricd our best to mect the problems but oll was a blg fac~
tor in the aircraft problem. Besides hoving a lack af ol Tor
rogular flying, this shortage oxtcended into the pilot trainling
program where we lacked the gansoline to traln new pllots, 2086
ccneral plan was to attack once with the aircraft against in-
vasionary foreces, abandon them, and retreat into the mountains,
But then the food problem came up. e had Tittle hope for ger-
ting into cffect & plan for thc renlacement of aircraft.

Vou were in China when the war began in 1941, Can you give
us a nicture of the suprly situation in Javcn at that time?

I think the supply of oil was the causc of war as faf &8 Japill
was concerncde. They began to fecl that the supply from their
sorrces in the south would be cut off. They thovght they shoul
nake wer oven thourh they had oll on hond 1n casc their gupuly
ren out and this sourcc was cut off. I believe tha't Wwar Wit
Amecrica was incvitable.
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The most suffered part of the supply problem was the oll sup-
nlye. dJapan tried to stop wor with China but the events 1n the

inteorim didn't comc to a conclusioOle Japan was mich worried
about all the oil it was shcnding in China. They had onc
year's supply on hand. When the inevitable war came with

Russia or the United States, they would usc this one year's
supply to wage wal and meanwhile would copture southern oil

oTe0S.
Q: What war did you mean?
L: The possibility of war with America OT Russlae

Q: You were in Europe 1n 1938 when the Three-Party pact was
signed. Did you have anything to do with that?

and I was 1in Japan then, I did have

"A: That was signed in 1940
neral Fcadquarters

n 1ittle to 4o with it becausc I was in Gc
then.

g: Dia the AX1S function in the Japanoso'War? Was thelr any
notable contribution by Germany OT Ttaly to Japan?

A: During the war the help we received from the Axis powers Was
merely technicale

Q: Could you be moTe specific?

g

As:s The most help we received from the A--ig powers was ITom G-
many in the ricld of aircraft production and radar. 1 KNnow

thot about the latter because I was in the Communications

field then. geientific study and technical alids weTc hignly

stimulated by Germally .
Q: What secrvice gid Japan render to Germany?

A: Mostly raw materials produced in the southern areas, for 1n-
stance rubbeTe

Q: Did you ever try to send any il from the southern areas To

Germany?

A: Occasionally German boats and submarines uscd fuel at the

SPOte

Q: Was the an1liance with Germany and Italy satisfactory from
Japan's point of view?

A: From the Gorman point of view T know 1t wWas satisfactorye.
However, Japan ocntered the war at the time of Germen declina-
tion and her help couldn't aid Japahe If Japan had fought

Pussia with Germnany, the story today might have bech giffercnt

Q: Why didntt Japan attack Russia instead of the United States?

A:s I don't understand mysclfa T believe it would nave bcen het-

ter for Japan to have attacked Russlde

: Let's chonge the subject to the 1945 Saigon action when the
United States Third.Fleet'attacked there. What was the convor

system at the rirst of January 19457

A: I am not sure in detail the Navy's convoy systeme 1IN general
they usually took strong convoy measures for tankers with es8-
corting cruisers OF lighter croft.
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Q: Where did 'thQ convoys form?

A: That was quite secret. T believe they were formed at Singa-
pore, Lt was vVery seeret and held by the Navy. Even the

highest commands didn't know, not even the Army.

Q: The Army had tankers they had to send, are you Sure they
didn't know?

Q: After an Army captain on a tanker reached his destination,
wasn't he questioned by the Army as to how the trip fared,

=g e I

A: The Seccond CGeneral Army doesn't know any detalls. In the
Navy they had CGeneral Convoy Groups. They did know about
this. The Army's General staff Officer stationed there

with them did know,.

Q: Wasn't the Army interested in the tankers they were sending
to see whether they had sufficient protection for the convoy

trip?

A: The Army did not have any detailed report as to how many
protecting war ships were convoying their tankers. The
Soutimm Genceral Army had air groups in each of their divi-
sional areas. Singapore notified these bases when a convoy

would passSe
Q: Did this acrial protection go 11 the way to Japan?

A: The Southern General aArmy headquarters took resnonsibility
from Singapore to Hainan,. From Hainan to the homeland PTro-

tection was given by alir bases in their respective arease.

Q: What kind of protection d4id they £f1y? Were they scout planes
or fighter planes? ’

Mainly the protection consisted of fighter planes which came
down from Burma specially to protect these convoys and they

divided betwecn Kunming and the Philippine Islands.

0: Whot bases did you have from which the fighter plancs took
off for thls CORVOY protection?

As Ag far as the Southern General Army is concerned, they had
several bases at Singapore Saigen, Tourane and Tainan. aAl-
ter that the China-stdioneé army took care of this protection.

R: Were therec supposed to be one or more planes over the con=
voyv constantly?

A: Yes.
Q: About how many planes were devoted to this type of duty?

A: As far as I know, the Southern General Army planes concerned
with this protec%ion.numbered about forty on constant patrol.
The total number of assigned planes was about three times this

amount. Two-thirds were kept on the ground for rcpailr, FRTIE L
ing, emcrgency mcasures ete, In Thailand and Okinawa they had

more planes but I am no% sure of the number., Under the South-
orn Ceoneral Army they had three fighter divisionS.
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When was this system instituted?

1t was in effect from January 1945 to Marcn 1945,

Did this protection start beiore or after the attacks by the
Third Fleet?

They were attacked while they planned this. There was mach
damage because of the surnrise of the attack,

What caused the instigation of the plan?
A Jack of nlanese
What was the nrevious system for cConvoys?

They took protectlon mostly against submarines before this
new system was introduced.

What form of protection did they t ake?

‘The convovs mostly all took their own measures. As far as
nlanes were concerned, the Navy aircraft fought them off .

What kind of »lanes did the Navy use?
They used sea planes. Until January 1945 the Navy took the
duty of protecting convoys Qo the sea and in the alr. After
January the air attacks became Very strong and so the Southern
General Army took over this duty. llore details about thils con-
voy system can bhe obtained from the Navy.

Did the Army fighter nlanes carry a depth charge®

I 2m not sure but I don't think they did. They wWere used
orimarily to combat enemy alr atltacks.

Did the Southnern General Army have direct control over the
air groups which sent up the fighter planes or was there some
sir armydown there?

They were under the control of the Southern General Army.
The Southern General Army set up air groups uncer itself.

Did the Armv and Navy have controversy over the amount i pPro=-
tection the Navy was supplying for the convoys of G117

I have not heard anything about thise. 1 believe ceverything
was carried out right.

Why did the Army take over this air »rotection?
Because of the lack of planes by the Navy.
What happened to the Navy planes?

There was just a lack of planes and there was also the neces-
sity of reinforcing between the Army and the Navy.




