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(PACIFIC)
APD = 234
C/0 POSTVASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
[NTERROATION NO: (USSBS NO. 608) PLACS: TOKYO

NAV NO. 118 DAT=: 20 DECEMBER 194!

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis.

oUBJECT @ ALEUTIAN CAMPAIGN, Information on Japanese Second
foblle Force and the KISKA Garrison from U.S.
Prisoners of War.

Fersonnel interrogated and background of each:

Lieutenant (junior grade) Wylie M, HUNT, U,S. Naval Reserve,
co-pllot of a Navy PRY search plane on patrol southwest of
DUTCH HARBOR on the day of the first Japanese carrier raid.

He and two crew members were rescued from a life raft by the

Japanese heavy cruiser TAKAO after his plane was shot down by
the ralding force's carrier fighter cover,

William C. HOUSE, Aerographer's Yate first class, U,S. Navy,
the senior petty officer in charge of the Us5¢ Aerologlicsal
Detail, KISKA Island. HQUSE stayed in hiding in the hills of
KISKA for about 50 days until forced by hunger and cold to give
himself up. He remained on the island until 20 September 1942.

Interrogator: Captain J.S, RUSSSLL, U.S. Navys

SUMITARY

The movements of the Japanese Second Mobile Force which
attacked DUTCH HARBOR are generally confirmed as is the Japanese
lack of intelligence on airfields in the vielnity of DUTCH
HARBOR. 1In the second interrogation some dates, times, units
and operations of the Japanese KISKA occupation force are given
together with an impression of early U,3, bombing and the
Japanese casualties they incurred,




U838 No. 606
HEADQUART BRS Nav No ol
U, 8. IRALEGIC B0u3L:0G SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSBTMABLLR, DAN FhRANCISCO

20 December 1945

LuTehVIea withh Lieut (Jjg) +ylie mellory HUNL, by Captain J,S,

Q -

nUSSwbLl, U.S. Navy.

4111 you please tell us in your own words the story of your
scouling mission Ifrom UwiAK on the morning o1 3 June 18427

Qur take ofl time was 0300 on 4 June, course suvoroximately
210°, ground speed apout 130 knots: .ieavy overcast, soualls
and ligint rain, Je flew until avout 0500 at which time we
were atleacked by Japanese fighter planes covering a carrier

oI an altiackiny force. wWe were seerching oy radar and had

nad no indication of the enemy's oresence bDefore the attack.
Our starboaru engine was shoti.out in the first attack snd our
plane set on Tire. de wers flyine et spbout 1,000 ft,, over-
cast at avout 1800 It. Beverel flghters mrde one pass eolece
al us, Uur coursse was epyoroximately down wind, out & turh wes
made :nd we lended into the wind, Thne pilot Lieut. (jg)

LB iUk récelved one oullet thnrouxghn his srm. He zna the
enlisted pilot made vhe landing. The bow hetch stnd the tunnel
nhatchh were ®oth oven ¢nd we did not have tinme to close them
pelore linuine, As z result, 1lmnedletely upon lsnding, the
plane began to filll rapidly witn water ond sank g very Tew
mlmates 168y lenalng, e estimeted our posgitlon to be 200
mlles, Deerine 2109 Trom Ak Tfileld, The plane eaptein gnd
Thie remeinder of the crew got ouft The lerge seven man life
it ahu sltemoted To Jlrunch tilis raft., I stopoed zrid ploked
b the sme 11 Twe mpn 1ide Tolfl £nd lzuneched 13, 1 1hen
agsisted vhe Tiyst willolt sway Ifron the burning olene end into
the rert, After we were svboard the reft, we saw that the crew
WETre DeVing Lrouble pelting 1Lhe lePuse et leunciied, 1A the
smell raft, pbesides iLicut. (jg) CUSICK end myself, were BROWN
ole;, Third mechenle of the plene and CReAMBER, AQDude, gunner,
the lerge reflt had sullest aoles in 1% enu waoapld et £leéat so
two more¢ men swam ever snd hung on to the side of the two men
ralt, dlese men were the plehs ceptain, Sliel; snd the
erligted pllot, LURRIBON, BILER stayed with our raft for a
Tew minutes and then, sesdine the large reft still afloet, swam
pecKk To 1T ahd tried once agrin to meke it seawerthy. He was
Jnable T2 do soc and as we were drifting cuite repldly with the
nNi«h wind, he was ungsble t»H resch us agein., HORRISON remsined
nelding to the slide of the reft for approximately one hour
before he died of exposure, Liesut, (jg) CUSICK died from his
wound and the cold asboul one hour gofter 1.ORKISON, The three of
ug lelt in the reft drifted for rudroximetely five hourda more,
until ~bout nonn, et which time we were sighted oy = Japsnese
crulser cperatineg witn the stteaeking force.
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It steamed over ond picked us up. (WNote: Although not
estaplished py Lieut. (jg) HUNT, this wass the heavy crulser
TAKAO). The cruiser which picked us up, 1 recognized as a
heavy crulser with five turrets,

The three of us were in pretty bed shape &t the time we were
picked up due to the cold. BROWN was almost unconscious 1n

the water. The Jeps threw a line down, which CREAuER secured
around BROWN's waist and the latter was hauled up to the deck
of the cruiser by the Japanese crew. CREBAMER and I made our
own way up a steel ladder which they lowered to us. 1 was

able to get up the ladder until my waist was even with the

deck and then couldn't get any further. As soon as Wwe were
avoard ship, we were given a hot pbath. Our clothing was
removed &nd kept and we were dressed in Japanese clothing, e
were then taken pelow deck., wWe were given hot food and drink
(hot saki and hot milk,) A doctor exomined each of us, e
were then given blankets ana a place to lie down, Our compart-
ment delow deck was foirly large sized witnh a partition in the
center. e were Kept apart with three guaerds standing contin-
uous watech so thet we could not talk to one another, 1 was
Kept on one side of the partition and the two enlisted men on
the other, who were themselves separated by a canvas partition.
The two crew members were then allowed to go to sleep. 1 was
permitted to rest for szpbout an hour, at the end of which tTime
three Japanese officers came down ond began asking me guestions.
At this time they were particulerly interested in knowing how
many planes we had in the DUTCH HAR30K Area, how meny ships and
of what class there were in the vicinity, whether or not we

had advance notice of their coming, and the location ol dis-
persal points for the plenes in the area. I had been in the
DUTCH Haroor Area for a period of only about one week and plead-
ed ignorance to all the questions they asked. This interro-
oation lasted for about three hours. I was then permitted TO
20 To sleep, but was awakened again awout 1900 for another
seige of about the same duration cnd covering the same subjecls.
‘he rollowing dey, questions were repeated through most of the
day.

On thne thlra dey, 41 was left slone until shiortly silter noon,

At this time & Japanese Lieut. Comdr. aviator came down and
began asking me questions. He told me thet he was from one

of the aircraft carriers snu that he hed participated in both
ol The attacks upon DUTCH Harvor, 1 gathered from his con-
versation that he had been in the flight which was jumped DY
Army Tighters over UuiAK, He aopeared to be enraged over tals.,
He started out by cutrfing me aboult the head severel times with
his Iists and striking me with a stick he carried. He then
told me Thet I must tell where tine Army planes which had
attacked them thet morning were coming ifrom. I insisted I

did not Know; that [ did not know the Army had a landing strip
in the VWUICH Herpor Area. He persisted in his questions and
abuses for egbout thirty minutes. He then leift and a short time

Ci

later some of tine ship's officers came down and took the two
enlisted men of my plane crew, who had been in the room with
me, away to some other part of the ship,
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They then tied me down 1n a chair with a rope about my neck and,
with two Japanese seilors will fixed payonets standing on elther
side, they handed me & sllp of paper with three guestlons
written on it. The first guestlon was: How many Fighter Planes
ore thnere in the DULCH Herpor Area rnd where ere they pased?
gecond. question: Yhat is tne strength of the Amerlcen surface
Units in the DUTCH Harpor Area’ Third question: How many
patrol planes are there in the DUTCH Herpoor Ares and where are
the dispersal beses at which they are kept? 1 was told thet 1
must answer these questions or De killed. I answered that 1
could not tell them The answers to these cuestions as 1 gid

not Xnow. I was then untiled, n1ind-folded, and taken up on

the weatner deck. A lead welghl was tied around my walst ond

I wes led out upon & small platform extending from the side oL
the ship out over the water. The blindfold was tnen removed
from my eyes and the ssme slip of peper, with the aquestions
waich They wented answered writlen upoil it, was hended TO me.

T wes told that if I did not answer thne wuestions L Jould D€
shoved over the side, I esked tne interoreter if thnere was &
priest or minister spoerd ship; thet I would like to see him

1if there was. He sent fTor nls dictionary to look up the wordads
and then told me that there was no oriest nor minister apboard
ship. I then told them thet I did not know the answers o Lhe
questions that they had ssked, Upon this reply the interrogal-
e offieer 1Lei'T ond a few minutes later returncd ~nd told me
they were convinced I was telling the truth end that I would
not be killed. During the rest of my stay on board ship wntll
the 25th of June, (east longl tude date), 1 was treated guite
well,

Je arrived =t OulWATO on the o4th of June, (ELD), and stayed
on pboard ship until espout 2100 on the 25th, &t whieh time WE
were taken to the railroed statlion ~nd vut on a traln which

took us to the OFUNA interrogation camp near TOKYO,

Have you any idea ol the cruiser's emoloyment whnile you were
on boardt

Yes. It seemed to me tnet we cruised acpbout in the ALEUTIAN
vicinity for about five deys.

After sbout five days we aoperently joined up with some gther
units of a Jrpanese fleet ol carriers, cruisers oend destroyers.

T couldn't tell what the size of the Iorce was aince 1 hed
only an occasional gllimpse hrough a port-hole,

Jnat were your movements during your time in JAPANTY

I wes kept at OfUdNA seven montns ~nd wes then transferred to
YOKOHALA Branch Comp #2. I stayed Tnere five months and Then
was moved to ZwdTSUJI prison camp on the Islsnd of SHIKOKU,
where I staved until June 1945. Thls camp was then broken up
and 2ll the Americeaen 0OIrlcers were transferred to the ROKUROSHI
orison camp on HO.SHU ISLLuwD, not far from FUKUI cnd ONO where
Wwe were wnen the war ended,
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20 December 1945

Interview with William Charles HQOUS:, Aerilc, 893-07-82, USN
By Céaptain J.8. RUSSIELL, UsN

Q. Will you please tell me about 3our capture on KISKA and what
you saw walle still on tiie Island

. A. At about 0214, 7 June 1942, (west longitude date, zonse
nlus 11 time) the Jap landing force came arounda NORTH HEAD and
opened fire, They were using 13 mm machine guns, The bullets
sprayeG through our quarters for a tiliime ana then steopped. VWe
Puined ourp cod es anc evacuatea. As we were goling up the hills
behind the weather station we were firca at twice morc, but we
took cover in a ravine. Ve soon got above the cloud level and

E into the fog. Occasionally from our position we could see,

i throuzh breaks in the clouds, cdifferent parts of the island and

e part of the harbor. As we got nesr the top of the ridge we

: could sez the landing forece to the east of us. They had made

P prigsnsrs gf €ho of the men, a4 pharmacistts Mate and a ook,

b men by the namcs of Coffield and¢ MeCandless, The other eight

b of us split up as we went up thes ravine. I got sevarated from

3 thz rsst and was alone froxn this time on.

G+« RHASTe Glo You gof g
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- A« T gnent the day in & revine northwest of KISPa Harbor,

3 That cvening I came on down to a point just wost of RTYHARD

¢ Cove. Some Japancse troops came in from 2 gun boat and took up
posltlong near we Laat nigzht. 1T toought they were oo closs,

- so | moved inland and stayed Ior about ten deys 8 hall mile up

i i the hilig wesgt of BEY LR COVEs

3+ DO you Enay g nane o1 e guh ooty

- A. Tio sir, it vas just a sumall gun-boat, a patrol boat. The

5' ’ came ovir on Thursdca; (I romember Sunday was the 7th.

g : e were keeping west long it;d“ Gates ) It was mid-wmorning --
. | madg noe walel,; but I would 3Sti_8tu Li¢ Cige 88 bEing about 1O
' o'clock--and tlbn latar that aay tacrec were tirscs morc FBYs that |
S came in from tha narthtqst, Thu vlancs usedé two approaches, one o
s Lhnrgugl the pags irom the west, La8 othsr dgwn the Tsland T'rom i
” the volgaino, The first PEY Was Very lueky to gelb gut. e digrnti o
expect to ssze¢ anyone, I con't beclicve, ana if the Japs had ever -
opencd up on him it would havs boen too bad as he was flylng s
low, I nevspr thought he would gst through but he did, Thero
- was & spip sunk in the nsroor at RISKA,., [ don't kKnow just whon
B Lt yEas,
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Qe Do you know the name of the ship?

‘A:_ d0 sir. It's still there, The mast was tho only part
of 1t above water when I laft.

Q. Did you sec her sink?

A. {o, shc was qlrwan suni when [ went In to the Harbor ares
the lattzr part of July, but the vow was still out of watecr. By
LhE time I laft, in Scthmber, siie had settled complztcly and
Just thz mast was out. I stayea 1n hiding in thz hills inshore
ot REYSARE Cove sbout ten uams, but, as thu Japs fired at the
plancs making approaches from ths northeast, therc was too nmuch
shranncl fall¢ng round my arca, so I moved. We had some food
anc. clothing and stuff cachad in a tant in a ravine, north north-
. West ol the weathur station. I started off for this cache and

- Uy Bne time T ot To ths vicinity of tho cache 1t was dark,

Incrc was a machine zun position somowhcore noar g+ 4 lTounc many
footprints and c¢wqrﬁttﬁ butts so gavs un the idaa of finding
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¢ tae cache, I[n the harbor arca I eould soc nany Japancsc walklnb
v around anc working on bulldings so I camz over the hills to the
P West slide of the pasg. It was raining, so I went into a cave
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10 8 Hill on tha nerth slopz of the vass. Therc was a small
| Lake there with two strosms runalig out of It. I staved in this
£ arza until 26 July. It was from about 17 Junce to 284 3uly that
- L stayed in the viecianlty of the cavs andg lake, and during that
3 time I could scz the Bl7s coming overs About July tho ?ps
& brought in "Zoros" on flents, ~ sbout soven. AOQPOKLﬂ taly. the
| palre night aftzr we first saw ths Japs, tiey brought in about
six flying boats. Well, it was on tho 26th of Jul? that I decided
" My situation was hopeless and I gavs By ESLT Up,

. . Qf Witet dic you co for food whilc JOou wWers in nicing?

A« Just munchsd on zZrass and worms A

. anG whatever [ could pick
up. [ think it was 151f 28 July, TOLYQ tims and cate, who

L gave my;olf up. when I came in thorc was a gun boat off shore
at tho main camp, &nd the Japancss wore at thoir 21y roald stations,

Oric BLY was coming in g0 thaoy loft me with 2 scntry whilc thoey

lannsd tholr guns. Thers was no anti-cirerait fira. Aftorp ' .
N, > 4 ~an i e = W it : - = kil\}' ;

seodblie Trem flE alspt titzy Took me to the main carn:. [ was -
:

3 not intirrozgatsd that day. They savs mo somo Soup bocans and i

e Tha no Y . : T
ELO“  Tho nfxt GET T ottty pEms 16 vy placc of confinzinent and &
OOk me ovir, Ho told me that the oth:sr ning mon of the 7.8 L

w@utL;P Sti§lon 327 Radn  @EpHtiiret cnd ILMHQ; 3 nt to JAPA i =

dﬂClQ_ﬂ noulcd work.

0
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Qe hircocdd you work?

-

ae L worked around the camp digging sod for camouflag f
ol ol g6d and vt 1t on e wasle B pullcingss I thlnk LE

apbout 12 August that wz had 2 surfacs Doubqram e irom 1.9,

snips, Thcy alcrtea and manncd 2ll their guns ong kapt all shoir
- pooplc wﬂf From ths barrscks and out in the hills fop two or

& Bligee o ys lollowing the bomburomgnt Lbout tho 16th of August

¢ SOBIC 173 luic scveral string 58 of Dboisivs probably 100 pounao?s.
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watcr on a ship whon tasy droppcd bombs, 1t seomzde

At one

times in August [ countcda th

irty-1four ships In KISKA

Harbor.

TWO Were

crulssrs ana about

The

2pancsse

opecratad about seven lar

ths LYOES NARU,

Q. How many midget submarind 187

A

A ¢

T naver

sany LRSI

Slent OF 8¢ acstroycrs.
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wwhen dld you lcave KISKA?
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i Ay The Alculs were dlscnarged, &9 ol them, @na we took on
- coal. Fron therc we went to IARODATE and stayed all night, an-
- craorsd ingldés the harbor. TYhie noxt sorning s went oul with &
- convoy of aboul s8ix sliips €scortad by corvettes. 7Thie SsScoris
i cropncd deptir charges at about 1000 as we went through TSUGARU

e Strailts. We anghorod svery nilzht fron Ythere ot trevelliny only e
o guriaz dog lLSﬂt. Vo eane in to YOROSUZA bub I was kept 1In t“u o
. nold. I wgs token sshors st sbout 1000 6 Aupgust aftor T had =
%} ‘ bogen blindfolced, Wo wont by gleetric Ttrain ito OPUNA, ITE was fg
- : g Hoavael Interpogdtbion Qamps There I was luturromalbed ollliy ORCEs -
E : On 22 January I was taken to YOKOI'ATA and lived in a warchousc A
opwosite the 03454 shipy f‘ﬂrus, I worked at the Mitsubishi ship-
i wards ln down-bown YOEOTA |
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o L. Until ¥ny 1944, During the spring of 1543, the LYONS MARU L
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pl” g oulloro g oms or tWo talken, Thoy head avidently JUust
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tetE e A s R e,
g2 bel R AR e

o 1 .__' 21 .- -'..|. iy e ! 3
Sl o, e T e e
B ey S e

LA ek
L

Qs ANy camage To thoe 1INOKS VaRUY o
s 48 mlre I looked 1T pver thoreusghly. Tiiere was no evidonce o
of ghirapnsl or bombse I . lelt YOROVAAE oii ¥ 18y LY4E ano grrived e
At R TRITE tha ldth of May. I WwWent To work in the Mippon Steel
gwmpany mill 17 toe Folllhy sgoetiods O 14 July, 13ad Bhng dill
was shollld gnc puv oul f.af ol galon, From nlien o5 W& spent
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4 o tim: clazizig ouf wobtly mainsg, logitolilng Wwatsy lines ang
Llophons lines. - The gicond bombarcaent was similar to tho first.
| Of badt 200 priasnors. of oy, wo lost sboub 52 men., The Japanos: A
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0 E;far: thogs airksrns ears down, two mbre went up and earrisd =
2 Ofle  SOOPECLy 270ar oo Julky, Ta5¥s Wors pigat loat Jightays, 200 E
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L., ¥ot mueH nore toan [ have gald belores 1iheroe wWerc sgver
gunboats usod for patrelling tho harbor and offshore. Aboutb
5. Awrnat o shiy eoame oo with ebout £ float righters on 1t.: 1T
stayed in port only a fow days. The HAGATA I;QU wag uscc as
a ahubtle ship bobtweon ATT ang KIBLL ourinl THE SWmiar. He
crowW Wors marchant mering plus about 40 Havy men in gun crew,
senrohlicht snd gignal deballs,: Bhe parrliid @ o iﬂcn Zun on
ths bow, ADOHE & O lLagil pun gn he gboPn aha & bls Botrehlight
s kthe brpildoss: e e o Lorpedosy dpe 1o seqplancs.
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Le  abotit sovién o Thoon.

Q. Tell mo anything you know about how thsy operated?

Ls They would taks off about dawnh adé retvurn at 4 or & olelgek
in the afternoon. Thoy vere patrolling all Trg Tiple.

0« What €3 you now of the domage to tho Ilying boarg? Can
Gl Famenbasr any Bpooifle gescs of slnking?

Ae L wbopy woghnod ano oo the beoph, ha Peet just glLsdppearad
"hen T left in Scptomber this wrecksd oONe wWas stl ll o Lhe Deoeh
sug ong Tlylnz arourid. TUaerg vwas oncé Jap pilot Who secmec o e
tha horeo of the float fighters. He was supposed to have snotv
ovn Yae BLYE whils Ghoro
O« Could you moke o gusss Jn Jepenese perponmgsl Xilled?

Ly About 100 around wheore I wag. 0On 1lE S
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