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“It 1s also un-necessary to argue whether the strip of railway track near the
North Barracks outside Mukden was really blown up by Chinese soldiers. The Japanese
say 1t was; they have photographs, debris of the sleeper and a Chinese uniform to
prove their point. Others wag their heads. The driver of the No. 14 Up-train from
Changchun knows that he got into Mukden on time at 22:30 and that he passed
over the damaged track—slowing down in obedience to emergency fog signals—about
ten minutes aiter the explosion, his train tilting gently to the left as it gingerly
made its way over the spot. Yet he was able to spurt and so preserve intact his
record for punctually on which the South Manchuria Railway is properly and notably
insistent. It i1s a habit according with that orderliness which marks the demeanour
of the stations on the line and the stiffness of the staff’s attitude of attention until
the departing train has vanished into middle distance.”

“.....First there was the move of the Japanese troops on the first alarm.
It was based on the cm:@m that the best defence was attack. So, with machine-like

1

precision, vital points were seized........

i
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“ Chang Hai Peng, encouraged by the Japanese, marched to attack the

Heilungkiang troops. The last-named drove the Taonan worrior and his men back
like sheep..... ’

“ This gave rise to the Japanese advance up the line to the North of Nonni

1R}

River and the operations in that area close to the Chinese Fastern Railway.....

Y It s plain that the explosion of the Railway line on September 18—
whatever its origin—was the equivalent of the pressing of a button and the whole
elaborate scheme came into operation as by clerk-work. Such a scheme could not no

'

improvised in a moment.....
quoted from “The Manchurian Medley”

by Edwin Haward.



“The Japanese claim that Chinese wrecked a bit of their railway line and that
they were forced to take strong measures. As a matter of fact”, the writer adds, *‘we
know that a train passed over the socalled damaged track, as a friend of ours was ab
the station meeting someone, and the train was up to time. No one imagines for a
minute that the damage was serious, or that it was done by Chinese. Japan has been
waiting for an excuse to seize all Manchuria, and it was easy to stage this drama.
During the next few days there was a wild exodus from Mukden, and all the welthy
officials just stampeded. At the Chinese station was a seething, struggling mob, climb-

ing on the tops of trains when they were full inside.”

Quoted from the “London Times” dated Dec. 31, 1931, and reprinted
in the “Peking & Tientsin Times” Feb. 4, 1932, under the heading of “MUK-
DEN UNDER THE JAPANESE —-a deserted place.”
“The events leading up to the present impasse began with the order of Mar-
shal Chang Hsueh-liang on Dec. 29, 1928, to fly the Kuomintang national flag over
official buildings in Manchuria, signalizing that henceforth Manchuria policies wounld be

in harmony with those of the Nationalist Government at Nanking. The Japanese

i
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thus found themselves confronted with an increasingly unfavorable situation. Not only
were their plans for the development of Manchuria being thwarted but they commenced
to suffer a decline in profits through the increasing competition of the Chinese-control-
led Manchurian railway system. In June, 1931, the dividends of the S. M. R. were
reported to have been reduced from 11 to 8 per cent.” from “Current History’ page
508

“For year the civil and military arms of the Japanese Government have strug-
gled for the control of foreign policy. Since 1922 the balance has tended slightly
toward civilian control, especially since the advent to power of the Minseito Govern-
ment under Prime Minister Hamaguchi in July, 1929. Through his liberal leadership
the navy, at the London naval conference was martyrdom. Tle was shot and fatally
wounded by a nationalist fanatic. The army men, for seeing a similar sethack at the
forthcoming disarmament conference and faced with an immediate demand for retrench-

ment for budgetary reasons, began to grow restive.

“A forward step was taken in bringing about the resignation of General Ugaki

as Minister of War and the installation of their “strong man”, General Minami.”



“At this juncture the issues in Manchuria reached an acute stage. In June
the general staff decided to obtain approval for increasing the Korean garrison from
two to three divisions. Farly in July they took steps to increase the garrison in Man-
churia. The Wanpaoshan affair played directly into their hands. Finally, on August
4, at a conference of divisional commanders, General Minami, Minister for War, spoke
of the dangers in Manchuria and Mongolia, urge an increase of the garrisons in Korea
and Manchuria and condemned the advocates of disarmament as” “blind to the actual
conditions and guilty of propaganda inimical to the army and the State.” His words
received wide publicity. The Cabinet restrated with him for his indiscreet statements,
which jeopardized the attempts of the Foreign Office to settle the issues through dip-
lomatic channels. The General, however, knowing that his resignation meant the fall
of the Cabinet and resting secure in his constitutional right of direct appeal to the

throne, remained obdurate.

“All that the militarists now needed was an aroused nation demanding a strong
policy in China’s three eastern provinces. With the publication on Aug. 17 of the

news that a certain Captain Nakamura had been murdered by Chinese soldiers in

N
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Manchuria while travelling under a Chinese passport, a simple, colorful incident was
at hand to arouse popular passions. The murder apparently occured on June 27, but
1t was some time before the news reached Japah. Tven then its publication was sup-
pressed by the Foreign Office because of the delicacy of Sino-Japanese relations. Upon
investigation i1t was discovered that Nakamura had traveled under a Chinese passport,
as an educator, and in civilian clothing. The Japanese War Office, however, discover-
ing that he was a Captain, insisted upon the publication of that fact. For some
weeks a struggle ensued between the two arms of the Government, the Foreign Office
msisting upon publication of the news. as the assassination of Mr. Nakamura, an
educator. Finally the War Ofiice released the account according to its own interpre-

tation. From that time the ‘“War psycology’ of the Japanese public grew apace.

“At a mass meeting of 300 military reserve officers at Mara on Aug. 31,
resolutions were passed favoring a strong policy in Manchuria and Mongolia and expressing
opposition to disarmament. Further, it was decided to propagandize.these views. Iarly
in September, General Minami, at a dinner of 500 reserve officers, ~voiced his opposi-

tion to disarmament and budgetary reduction, urging his listeners to desseminate national



defense 1deas and to demand a strong policy in Manchuria and Mongolia. By Septem-
ber 10 a large section of the House of Peers and even certain numbers of the Min-
seito, or government party, werc opposed to Foreign Office’s conciliatory policy, while
the jingo press was rapidly swinging the public into line.

“On Sept. 15 General Honjo mobilized the forces of Kwantung garrison and
awaited only a fresh excuse to commence action-—the Nakamura episode was about
to be settled diplomatically. The militarists discovered the pretext in the alleged
blowing up of a section of the S. M. R. tracks by Chinese soldiers at Peitaying,
near Mukden. With a swiftness and cffeciency that revealed carefully laid plans the
Japanese forces set about, on Sept. 18, to disarm or disperse Chang Hsueh-hang's
forces north of the Great Wall; secondly, to assist in the establishment of a new
Manchurian regime which would be independent of Nanking and ‘“‘friendly” to Japan’s
expanding interests in South Manchuria and Inner Mongolia and with which the government

could negotiate successfully for the settlement of some 300 alleged disputed cases.

“The Japanese militarists in carrying out their policy brought about and actual,

if not a technical, state of war. They flouted pledges made their government as

e



n=
signatory to the convenant of the ILeague, the Kellogg Pact and the Nine-power
Treaty. Though confronted by a intensely aroused public opinion demanding retaliation,
the Nanking Government decided to seek an amicable settlement by appealing to the
signatories of the Paris Pact and invoking Article XI of the League convenant. As
a result the Manchurian crisis was elevated from the plane of a local conflict to the

realm of international politics.”
quoted from the “Current History, Jan. 1932
Page 509 to 510
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