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As part of the Positiva Guldance bemonstration Project, the State
of Mlchlgan detexmined that the signing for 1-296 in Grand Raplds is

‘& potentlal source of confusion for motorists. Further, because of
the geometric design of the interchange of I~96 and U.S. 131/1-296,

and because of the completa overlap of I-296 with U.S. 131, the
slgning for the Interchanga becomes unnecessarlly complex. Also, the
600 foot sight dlstance to the off movement Increases the probabllity
of driver exror. In reviewlng Michizan's interim report on tha
demonstration, 1t oeccurred to ud-that the ovarlapping of routes in
the area (M-37 with I-96, and I~294 with U.S. 131) should ba :
eliminated. At our meeting with the State in January, we recommended
the State Investigate xeldcating M-37 and eliminat%ﬁ3'1~296.

As we undexstand it, the State agrees with that recommendation and

~would 1like to remove the 1-295 designation from all the signs and the

official State map. It is concerned, however, that such a move night

Consequently, 1t has recommended removing I-296 only from the major

gulde sipna, leaving the designatfon on trallblazers and the offi¢tal

State map, It Is oux view that this compromise 18 not in the best
interest of the motorist. While it would certalnly make the gulda
tlgning simpler, 1t would increass the digerepancy between the maps
and the signs, and play havoe with drlver: expectmcy. :

The purpose of algnlng route numbers is for'motorlst safety and
convenience, not to Ipdlcate what routea are eligible for what kind

of Federal-aid. We have been ungble to find any regulation, law, or
pollcy statement which could be conatrued as prohiblting the removal
of all tha highway (and map) references to- I-296 or where such removal

would have any beaxing on the rateatlon of thls route on the Interstatae.
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”JWa certainly apﬁreciate tha' cooperation and participation of ‘the ™

The AASHTO pdlicy staterent on marking Interstate highways 1n urban
areas states they should "be carefully marked for the safety and
convenlence of the travelling public . . . ." Ve would recommend
that the Stata be glven FAWA approval and advlsed to obtain approval
of the—AASHTO Executive Cosmittee. .
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Stata and the-Division Offilce in the Positive Guldanca Demonstration
Program. We balieva there will be significant Improvement In both
safety and traffic operatlons at the I~96-U.8. 131 Intexchanga .

ag a vesult of thea project.
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