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Official Basket Ball Rules for 1915-16

EQUIPMENT,
RULE 1.

SECTION I. The Playing Court shall be a rectangular
surface, free from obstructions, the maximum dimensions
of which shall be go feet in length by 50 feet in width, and
the minimum dimensions of which shall be 60 feet in
length by 35 feet in width.

COURT :

Dimensionss

]
NOTE—By mntuil ameement of the captains, Sestion 1 and the
distunce of the boundaries from obstraction named in Section 2, may be
ghanged.

Sec. 2, The Counrt shall be marked by well defined

lines, which shall be not less than 2 inches in width and

~ which shall be at every point at least 3 feet from any fixed

- obstruction. The lines on the short sides of the court

shall be termed the End Lines, those on the long sides
the Side Iines. (See diagram on opposite page.)

Boundury Hnes,

Distancefrom
ohstructions.

NOTE—Seedefinitian of ball oht of baunds. Rule6, See, 2,

SEc. 3. The Centler Circle shall have a radius of 2 feet
, and it shall be marked in the center of the court. (See
- diagram on opposite page.)

Centey eircle.



RULE 1.

SEC. 4. The Free Throw Lines shall be marked 24
inches in length and I inch in width, the middle points of
wwhich shall be on the straight line connecting thé middle
points of the end lines. They shall be marked in the
court parallel to, and at a distance of 15 feet from the
imner edges of the end lines, (See diagram on preceeding
page.) ’

SEC. 5. The Free Throw Luaes shall be spaces marked
in the court by lines perpendicular to the end lines at a
distance of 3 feet on either side from the middle points
of the end lines, These perpendicular lines sha'l be
terminated and the lanes further marked by arcs of circles
kaving a 6-foot radius and centers at the middle points of
the free throw lines, (fee diagram on preceeding page.)

L)
ELUE 2,

SEC. 1. The Ball shall be round; it shall be made
of a rubber bladder covered with a leather case; it shal
be not less than 30 nor more than 32 inches in circumfer-
erice; and it shai weigh not less than 20 nor more than
23 ounces.

RULE 3.

Sec, I. The Baskels shall be nets of cord or other
matertal, suspended from metal rings I8 inches in inside
diameter. The nets shall be so constructed or tied as to
check the ball momentarily when it passes through,

SEc, 2. 71he rings shall be rigidly attached to. back-
grounds, whose dimensions shall be 6 feet horizonta'ly
and 4 feet vertically. These backgrounds shall be of
plate glass, or of wood painted white, or of any other
material that is permanently flat and rigid.

2

Free (hrow
lines.

Free throw
lanes.

BALL:
Material, size
and weight,

BASKETS:
Materiud, size;
positions

Buackgronadss
Size anel

materials



Backgrounds
and rings,

Projections

OFFICIALS.

»

Duties of
Refletee

RULE 3.

perpendicular to the side lines; and their centers shall iie
in the perpendiculars erected at the middle points of the
end lines, The rings shall so lie in a horizontal plane,
10 feet from the flyor, that the nearest point of their inside
edges shall be 6 inches from the backgrounds; they shall
be attached to 1”{ backgrounds at a point I foot from the
vottom and 3 feet from either side, by a perpendicular arm
which, if extended, would pass through the center of the
ring=.

SEC. 4. There shall be no projections beyond the sides
or above the upper edge of the baskets.

\

OFFICIALS AND DUTIES OF OFFICIALS,
RULE 4.

Sge. 1. The officials shall be a Referee, an Umpire, two
Timekeepers, and two Scorers,

NOTE—IU cannot be tog strongly emphusized that the Referee and
Umpire of o given game should not be connected in any way with gither
af the organizitions represented, and that they should be thoroughty

comperent and ympictial,

SeC. 2. The Referee shall put the ball in play; shall
decide when the ball is in play, when the ball is dead, to
whom it belongs and whin a goal has been made. He
ghall call fouls, and shall administer all penalties, He
shall announce the final score of the game, this announce=
ment terminating his official connection with that game.

3

-

Pasivional — 8pe, 3, The position of the backerounds shall be ic‘.



RULE 4. °

SEC. 3. The Umpire shall call fouls committed by any
piayer, but he shall pay particular attention to the players
in the back-field away from the ball. He muy assist the
Referee in out-of-bounds decisions and shall co-operate
with him in enforcing the rule against coaching.

SEc. 4. Neither the Referee not the Umpire sha!l have
aulliority to set aside or question decisigns made by the
other. !

Skc, 5. The Referee and the Umpire shiall have power
to make decisions for violations of rules commitied either
within or outside the boundary lines; also at : ny moment
from the beginning of play to the call of time at the end
of a half or the game. This includes the periods when
the game may be momentarily stopped for any reason,
Fouls may be called on any number of players at the
same time.

Sgc. 6. The cfficials shall designate the player on whom
a foul is called, and shall indicate a personal fonl by
raising a hand clearly over:the head.

SEc. 7. The Referee shall disqualify a player who has
made four personal fouls, or who has committed the fou!
specified in Rule 22, Sec. 19.

SEC. 8. The Referee shall have power to call fouls for
unsportsmanlike conduct, or to make decisions on any
points not specifically covered in the rules.

SEC. 9. The Scorers shall record the goals made and
the fouls committed, shall distinguish in their records
between personal and technical fouls, and shall notify the
Referee immediately when the fourth personal foul has
been called on any player. Their records shall constitute
the official score of the game. They shall compare their

4

Duties ul
Umpire.

Not o questing

ench other's

decisions,

Time und place

Tor deciziony.

Desigmition uf

leils.

Reéferee
disgnalifies,

Releree decides
points Not

coveredin ruless

Duties ol

Scorers;






RULE 5.

SEC. 3. A player may not leave the playing court
without permission of the Referee or the Umpire until
time is called at the end of the half.

SEC. 4. All players shall be numbered with plain
numbers at _leas: six inches high and one inch wide, made
of felt, and fastened securely on the backs of their shirts.

DEFINITION OF TERMS.
RULE &.
Out of Bounds.

SEC. I. A Player is Out of Bounds when any
part of his body touches the boundary line or the floor
outside of the boundary line,

SEC. 2. The Bail is Ot of Bounds when any part of
it touches the boundary line, the floor outside the bound-
ary line, any object outside the boundary line, or when it
is touched by a player who is out of bounds.

NOTE—~When the biall strikes the edge of the backgrund or the wall
behind the hackgrund, it is our of bounds, Asindicated by Sections ¢
and 2, on the line s oitl il bounds (the ond lines and side lines are
alitside the court).

SEC. 3. The Ball is Caused to Go Out of Bownds by
the last player touched by it before it crosses the line,

NOTE—A player wha is forced out of bounds by one of the
opposing side shall not be considered is having caused the bull to go
aut of honnds,

RULE 7.

SEC. I. 4 Held Ball may be declared when two
players of opposing sides have one or both hands on the
ball, or when one closely guarded player is witholding the
ball from play. .~

Player leaving
court,

Players tole
numbered

Player out ol
bounds.

Bull out ol
bounds.

Who cinses ball
to ga out of
bounds.

tleld bal
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Running
withwall,

Dirikbiling.

M lding.

RULK

SEC. 1. A player shall be considered as Running
with the Ball if, while having the ball in his pozsession, hz2
advances in any direction.

NOTE—A pluyeravhois stunding still whendisreceives the hall, may
step one foot in amy direction in making a pas< or in starting n dribble,
but the vemiining foot hinst be kept in position uatil the ball has left
his hands: A player who is standing’still when e raceives the ball, ntayy
in throwing for goal, STEP or stride ane foot in any direstion dnd then
ity jump (rom one of both feet but the ball must Jenve hisbands before
ane or both feet again tanch the floer, True allgwance is 1obe made
tor- o playervitching the bull while running, provided he stops &s soos
us possible, A player with the ball in hiy possesuion who changes his
position without appreciubly advancing the ball in any direction, shall
not be: conxidered as running with the bally neither shalll a player

pushed by one of the appbsing side be considered i rnm\mg with the
ball,

RULE 9.

SEC. 1. A Dyibblé is a play in which a player after
giving impetus to the ball by throwing, batting, bouncing
or rolling, touches it :1gnin before it has been touched by
another player, The term dribble is understood to refer
to the motion of the ball while it is being batted, bounced
or rolled,

NOTE~Succesaive tries for goul shail not be considered dribbling: &

player is permitted to shogt for the bovket
dribble.

at the tEimimition of

RULE,

SEC. 1. Holding is interference with a player who
H.“ the ball, by impeding his progress in any manner,
whether by actual holding or by other oLstruL.non.
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RULE 10,

NOTE~ANY interfedonce with a ployer Jumping (o1 2 theowa up ball
shuli be constryed ps holding,

RULE 11.

SECTION 1. Blocking is the interference in, any way
with the progress of a player wha has not the ball.

NOTE~—[See espluntion in the Tnterpretations; page 1],
S
RULE r2. -

SECTION 1. When a player charges or runs into an
cpponent, it shall be termed Unnecessary Ronghness,
SECTION 2. Any act of violence, whether mentioned
. specifically in the rules or not, shall be termed unnecessary
roughness, and the offender shall ‘be charged with a
personal foul.

RULE 13.
SECTION, I A Goal is made when the ball enters, and
remains in-or passes through the baskel.

NOTE=A gaal thrown shall count for the team into whose hasket

the ball was ihrawa even though it wits done by mistuke,

RULE 14.

SECTION L. A Free Trialfor Goeal is the privilege
given a player to throw for goal from a position directly
behind the Free Throw line,

NOTE= |Zes Rule 225 Seeilz]

RULE 15.
SECTION I, A Foui is a violation of a rule for which

a free trial for goal is allowed.
NOUTE~Se: Rule 23 Seciions 8 to 19, inclisives aiso Rule 2z, for

detinitions ofef8 e (Luls,

o 8
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Dead hall.

RULE I6. .
The Ball is Dead:

SEC, I. When an cfficial’s whistle is blown calling
time out.

SEc, 2. When an official's whistle is blown calling
a ‘oul.

SEC. 3. When the Timekeeper’s signal is sounded
at the expiration ol each period, or whenever it may be
necessary for the Scorers to consult the Referee.

EXCEPTION—IT on o t1y for gonl the ball is iy the wiv when the
signal is sovnded as in Sections r; 2, and 3, the bal) shitll sov be dend
until it has entered or missed the busket, 1f, however, 1 Ffoul is-ealled

on the gide throwing far goul the ball shall be dend. at the time the foul
s pommitied aadahe goal, i§ mgde, shinll ot count,

SEC. 4. When the Referee's whistle is blown calling:

held ball,

SEC. 5. After a goal is made,

SEC, 6. After each free trial for a goal when a foul
has been called on both teams simultaneously.

SEC. 7. After the first of the two free trials awarded
under Rule 24, See, 2, :

SEC. 8. Aftera free throw in which the thrower has.
touched or crossed the Free Throw line before the bali has
touched tlie basket or backgound, or has taken more than
ten seconds in making the thr.w, :

Sec. 9. When it goes out of beunds.

SEC, 10. When it lodges in any suppart of thz baske:s,

NOT [=Shoutd tle ball strike an offcinl, it iy not segpicded s déad.
[k Phwygansinaey exnorly 03 i the hal] had not tonclied hifn.

9



THE GAME.
RULE i7.

SiZ. 1. The game shall consist of two halves of 20
minutes cach, with a rest of ten minutes between the halves.
This i; the tim= of actual play. These times may be
«chsnged by mutual agreement of the captains.

NOTE~Ingnmes between secondiry scliools or in pliygrounds, ete,,
where the plisyers are undeveloped boys, it is recommended that an
intermission of two minutes be taken ip the middie of each Lalf, during
which time the players shall not leave the floor, feceive coiching, or
whange gonle. _

Sgc. 2. If the score is a tie at the expiration of time in
the second half, play shall be continued without delay or
change of baskets for an extra period of § minutes, or as
many periods of 5 minutes as may be necezary ty break
the tie.

See. 3. When a foul is comumitted timultaneously with
or just previous to the sounding of the Timkeepers’ signal,
it sha'l count and sufficient time she 1l be taken to permit
of the free throw.

SEC. 4. Teams sha’l be notified three minutes before
the termination of the intermission. If either team is not
on the floor re dy for play w'thin on: minute after the
Referee calls play, either at the beginning of th: second
half or after time has been takea out for any reason, the
ball shall be put in play in the same manner as if b:th
teams were on ihe floor ready to play.

RULE 18.
SgC. 1. The wvisiting team shall have the choice
of baskets in the first half. At the beginning of the second

half the teams shall take opposite goals from those
:assumed at the beginning of the first half. ’

10
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RULE 19.

Time out on SEC. Ts

Timz shall be taken out wheneyer ordered
prderof Referee

by the Referee, He shall order tine to be taken out
at the request of a captain or for injuries to playvers not
more than three times for each team during the game. If
an immediate substitution is made, however, a time-out
shall not be charged.

NOTE~I{ un ofteinl orders time out hecitse of injuries to players or
at the request ol a captain mare than three timesiduring o gane for one
tear, that veamn shall be penulized for° delaying, the gime and a
technical foul shall be chaxged agoinst the eaptain,

Umpire may

Sic. 2. The Umpire may call time in “case of an
cill time,

injury to a player, which the Referee does not see.
SeC, 3. Quwerttme play shall be considercd as a
continuation of the second half.
Twowmdnutes  Spg, 4. Play shall be resumed in two minutes when
fortimeout: 1im+ has been taken out at the request of either captain
or for an injury.
Timeoutfor  ShC. 5. Time sha'l be taken out whenever a foul is
Mdouble foul* called on both teams simultaneously,
Timededucted  O8C. 6. The time deducted for stoppages during the
for stoppages. game shall be reckeoned from the time the official blows his
whistle calling time until he blows it again for the re-
sumption ¢ f play.

Overtime play

RULE 2o.

Putting ballin . SEC, . At the beginning of each half, whsn the
pliyfromcenter palt is put in play after having been declared dead

eireles inon the making of a goal or an illegal frec throw
or beacpse the ball has lodged in the supports of the
basket (as in Rule 16, Sections 5, 8, 10), and after the last
free trial for goal followi g a foul (Rule 16, Sée, 6), each
center player shall stand facing  his own goal with both
feet in‘ide thecenter circle, with one hand behind bis Fack

Position of
players.

I



RULE 20.

and in contact with it. The Referee shall then toss the ball
up in a plane at right angles to the side lines, to a greaier
height than eitier of the center players can jump, and so
that it will drop between them.

NOFE~“Own goul" shall mean the busket for which & veam is
throwing,

SkC. 2. When the Referee puts the ball in play in the
center, he shall blow his whistle when the ball reaches its
highest point, after which it must be touched by either one
or both of the center players. Neither of the players
jumping may catch the ball until it has touched a player
other than the one jumping against him. If the ball be not
touched first by one or both of these players jumping, the
Referee shall put it in play again in the same manner in
the same place.

Sro. 3. Ifeither of the center players fails to keep one
hand behind his back until the ball is touched, or if either
catches the ball, tha Referee shall call a foul for delaying the
game. i

NOTE~Tiis does not preclude the culling of o personad foul ior

uterference, .
RULE 2r.

Sec. I. The bail may be thrown, tossed, rolled, or
hatted in any direciion with oneor both hands.

SEC. 2. when the ‘ball becomes dead by going out of
bounds (Rule 16, Szction 9), the nearest opponent of the
player who caused it to go out shall put it in play by
passing, bouncing or rolling it into the court in any
direction, from any spat (outside of bounds) on a line
drawn at right angles to the boundary line whr—:rer the ball
crassed it.

v

Height ball is
ilirown by
Referee.

Centers must
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Penalty,
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NOTE—When the space out of Bounds is lmted for suy reason, the player last
Referee shull place the opponeut of thé player whe has the hall owt of rouched by it

baunds, in the court at least thrde feet from the boundary line. No
pliyer of either side shall be nearer thim this to the pliyer out of
Batnd< 1t is wise to haye a fine line drawn in the court three feet

insice the houndary lines.
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RULE 21

SEc, 3. If the Referee is unable (o determine which
player touched the ball last before it went out of bounds,
he shall put it in play at that point in the court where it
crossed the boundary line, by throwing it up between
the two players of opposite sides nearest 1o it in the sume
manner as in Rule 20, :

SEC, 4. 1f the ball is out of bounds wihien the Referee
declares time out (Rule 16, Section 1), it shail be put in
play in the same manner as in Rule 21, Section 2.

SEC. 5. If the ball is in bounds when the Referee declares
time out (Rule 16, Section 1), it shall be tossed up betwe:n
the two players of oppesite sides nearest to it, at that spot
where it was when time was called, in the same manner as
in Rule 20.

Sgc. 6. When thelall is dead @s in Rule 16,Section 2,
if the free trial for goal is missed, the ball shall be in play,
except when the foul was called under Rule 22, Section
19, when the ball is dead after the first trial whether the
goal was made or missed,

Sgc, 72 When the balis dead as in Rule 16, Section
4, it shall be put in play at the spat where it was declared
deal, by throwing it up between the two players in the
same manner as in Rule 20,

SEC. 8. When a free throw has baen wwarded, “the trial
must be made under the control of the Referee. Heshall
immediately after the foul has been called, place the ball
on the Free Throw line. The throw for goal must be
made within ten seconds after the ba!l has been put on
the lire,

13
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VIOLATIONS OF RULES AND THEIR
y PENALTIES. )
RULE 22
A Player Shall Not:

SEc. L. Throw for basket when the ball is dead.  Restrictions

Sec. 2. While making a free trial for goal, touch or onwhiyers
cross the Free Throw line until the ball has touched the
bosket or background, or consume more than ten seconds
in making the free throw.

PENALTY—
For viofation cf Sections 1 and 2—goal if made
does not count. -

Sec. 3. Cause the ball to go out of bounds.

SEC. 4. Carr, the ball into the court from out of
bounds. 5

SEC. 5. Touch the ball after putting it in play from out
of bounds, until it has been touched by another player.

SEC. 6. Hold the ball more than five seconds out of
bounds bzfore putting it in play.

PENALTY—
For viofation of Sections 3, 4, 5, and 6—the ball
goes to an opponent out of bounds,

SEC, 7. Enter the Free Throw lane or touch the Free
Throw lines while a free trial for goal is being made, until
the ball has touched the basket or background, or attempt
in any way to disconcert the player who has the free trial.
If players contend for positions along the Free Throw
lanes, the Referee shall airange the players so that the de-
sirable positions ave evenly divided.

PENALTY—
See Rule 24, Section 6, :

Sec. 8. Run with the ball, kiek it, or strike it with the THCHNLCA L,
fists, ’ FOUTS

14



TECHNICAL
FOULS (Con.))

PERSONAL
FOULS,

RULE 22,

Suc 9. Touch the ball after it has been awarded to an
opponent out of bounds, leave the foor before time is
called at the end of period without permission of Referee or
Umpire, or otherwise intentionally delay the game.

Sic. 10, Interfere with @ player who is returning the
ball into the court from out of bounds; that is, no part of
his person shall be outside of the court, and he shall not
touch the ball until it has crossed the line.

NOTIE—See note to Rule 21, Section 2

Sgc. 11, Pass the ball to another player while making
a free trial for goal, but must make an honest attempt to
cage it

SgEc. 12, Interfere with the ball or basket while the
ball is on the edge of the basket.

Sge, 13. Afterstarting the dribble, touch the ball with
both, hands simultaneously, unless he then passes it to
another player orshoots for the goal. A dribble to be legal
must be continuous. If the ball loses its continuity of motion
after being batted, bounced or rolled and comes to rest in
one handor is touched by both hands, the dribbie is stopped.
It is understood that passing the ball from one hand to the
other is not a legal dribble unless the ball is clearly batted,
and the ball may be batted in the air only once.

Sic, 14. Go on the court as a substitute until he has
reported to and been recognized by the Referce or Umpire.

PENALTY—
For violation of Sections 8,9, 10, 11,12, 13 and 14 —
free trial for goal. T'hese are Technical Fouls,

Sgc. 15. Hold, block, trip, run into, charge or,push an
opponnent, .

SEC, 16, Use unnecessary roughness.

Sgc. 17, Charge in and make bodily contact, even
thougl the contact be accidental, with an opponent who
is onc of two opposing players having one or both hands
on the ball,

—
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RULE 22

PENALTY-—
For violations of Sections §5, 16 and 17—frez teial for
goal. The offender shall be charged with a personal
foul (See Rule 24, Section 8—A player making 4
personal fouls {s disquafified), The Referee may
disqualify for violations of Sections 15 and 16,

SEc. 18. Charge into, push, or otherwise use roughness
upon an opponent who is in the act of throwing for the
basket.

PENALTY— L
Two free trials. The offender shall be charged with
one personal foul.

SEC. 109. Use flagrant roughness on a player who is in
the act of throwing for the basket.

PENALTY—
T'wo free trials and offender shall bg disqualified.
NOTE=If a goal is madeit countsand the twa free trials are d.lu\\‘_
ed i addition. 2

RULE 23.

Spc. 1. There shall be no coaching from the side
lines during the progress of the game by any one officially
connected with either team, nor shall any such person go
on the court during the progress of the game except with
the permission of the Referee or Umpire.

PENALTY—
Free trial for goal. This is a Technical Foul,

PENALTLES.
RULE 24.

SEC. 1. - A free trial for goal shall beallowed the
opposing team for violation of Rule 22, Sections 8, g, 10s
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,"19 and Rule 23.

SEc, 2. Two free trials for goal shall be. allowed the
opposing team for violation of Rule 22, Sections 18 and
19. If the second free throw is missed the ball shall be in
play.

16
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Personal fouls
enumerated,

'

Value of goals,

Score af
furfeited game,

RULE 24

Ske. 3, For violation of Rale 22, Ssttion 14, vy a player
of the side throwing for goal, the goal if made shall not
count, If violated by a player of the opposing side, ihe
goal if made shall count.

Sec. 4o For violation of Rule 22, Sections. 1 and 2, if
a goal is made it shall not count.

Stc. 5. For violation of Rule 22, Sections 3, 4, 5, 6
the ball shall go to the opposing side out of bounds.

Sic. 6. For violation of Rule 22, Section 7, by a player
of the side throwing for goal, the goal if made shall not
count, and if missed, the ball shall be in play. If violated
by a player of the opposing side, the goal if made shall
count, and if not made, another free trial shall be
allowed.
© Sgke. 7. For vxolgmon of Rule 22, Sections 15 and 16, the
Referee shall have power to d:squalify. for violation of
Rule 22, Section 19, the Referee shall disqualify.

SEc. 8. A player making four personal fouls in & game
shall be disqualified by the Referee for the remainder of

¥

_the game.

NOTE—This section shall not be set aside upder uny gonsideration,
but shall be strictly enforeed, “Disqualifying Fouls' shall be person.tl
fouls as covered by Rule 22 Sections rs, 16, 17, tSand ro.

SEc. 9. Any team refusing to play aflter receiving
instructions to do so from the Referee shall forfeit the
game,

SCORING.
RULE 23, j

Sic. 1. A goal made from the field shall count 2
points; a goal from a free trial shall count I point,

Sic. 2. The score of a forfeited game shall be 2—o0,

SEC. 3. A game shall be decided by the scoring of the
most points in the playing time,

17
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