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ED I T.OH.U1. _ 

"THE SKY PILOT• AND THE 1106TH AERO S~UADRON 

We herewith submit the first issue of "THE SKY PILOT" which aims to be 
the officl· l organ of the 1106 A.s.Replacemsnt Squadron, and which it ie 
pl nned ta issue once a week. For a squadron newspaper to be aucoeaatul 

. 

it must be representative of the members of the squad on, nd to be that, 
it must have a personal touch that only the members can supply. It must be 
the Japer of the 1106th. for the ll06th, and by the 1106th, nd it cannot 
be this, unleee it is b r- cked up and eelped along by the men. It is there
f re. aarnestly requested that ittn.s of s ecial. interest to th.e ·sq11adron, 

ersonal. or other,Nise be turned into the orderly room. Contributions from 
I 

#the men would be uch appreciated and gl dly ~rinted. If we have already 
anybody in poets 9r literary geniuses concealed in our rnidst, let them come 
forwl::i.rd and show the1nsel ves. Don't be shy. Even if you don't think so much 
of yottr effort yourself, you CC:l.n never tell.; we n1ight accidently like it. 
And if you would like to bust into print. but would like to caino11flage 
yourself behit1d a non .. de-plume. why we can help you there to. So step 
forward boldly; or Bneak the fruit "of your brain in. 1Nhen vve are not 
looking for our perus l and we will see hat · we can do. If any bility 
is wasted hereabouts it's going to be nobody's fault but your own. So 
here's your chance; take advantage of it. 

This newspaper also desires to be a record. of the hi~tory and achieve-
ments. of thiG squadron and it's members. Until the 1106th was created, 
the men, being casuals, were for the most part out of luck, and perhaps a 
little discouraged. since it seemed to them ~hat no matter what they did, 
or how hard they worked, buck privates they were, and buck privates they 
~oul'd rerr1ain, a state of ·-ffairs destruct~ve of initiative and lowerin to 
morale ~ Now, however, all this is a thi~g of the past, and each man can 
wise as high as hie qualifications for advancement will permit; and let us 
say right here and no11v, th t the opportunities at this Post are probably 
gr ter than at any other ruilitary ·center· of the u.s.Army. We are in it 
at the start, of what is and will soon reveal itself to be an immense 
undertaking. ·m re tremendous in it' a scope than anything of the kind ever 
undertaken before and to be · amang the pioneers, and have so early in the 
game, t h e chances that the great membe s to co.me in a fe 111 months ill lack. 
should make us feel th· t circumst · naes are ma.king up to 11s for our past 
bad luck. Any unusual accomplishment of particularly praiseworthy piece or 
work done ~ound the shops will assuredly be given proper notice in these 
~ca.gee. "'Ne ho,pe to be ab l e to take up a lot of space in boosting the men of 
this co rnand. and erforrn a mutual admiration society that -ye ,vill be Iad 
to bra about. So. you au· .fJlY us trith the information as to 1Mhat)Oll or 
your als , re doir1 g and we' 11 see that tl1e glad news is a:pread. • 

. 
We want to make thi squadron, a live. wide-a~wake~ up-to-date, 

·ho, roughly .American organization which will set the pace for every other 
ilitary unit at this Post. And we will have to ~ark hard to do it. We 

are all cogs in one big m~chine, and some of us perhaps are such little 
c ·gs to overl oak the .. ot. that we are neceaa ry to t .e smoo ·th runnin! of 



... 

the machine. None of us cra-n afford to make this mistake (and lay 
down of the job) There are some who feel that they are not making 
progress and are diacour~ed accord in ,ly. They feel that tl1ey re 
not appreciated and it doesn't m tter mµch hat they do. We may not be 
able to eeo that e are helping to win the war by anything ¥e do, as we 
would be able to if the Germans were falling in the front of our own 
eyes, but think of this;. it would be very easy thing to lose the '"ar 
by failing to do the wo :ck that has been selected in the very beat way 

~ that we know how. Remember that the lives of a couple of men may be 
lost as the result of a poorly made screw or apparently an unimportant 
part of an aeroplane, but \"lho can tell ·Nhat more disastrous results be
cause of tbe lose 6f that aeroplane. We are not the one's to jud~e of 

~the importance of our ork, it's the ef feet on the il\'h.ole undertaking that 
counts. Suppose we are not being appreciated. That isn't true; but 
just suppose that we are not. WHAT OF IT? DID YOU JOIN THE AR'MY FOR 
APPRECIATION? Do you want to stand up on a platform and have somebody 
peg bouquets at you. We are willing to give our lives if necessary, why 
worry about a little bit of appreciation? But don't let any man fool 
himself into thinking that he isn't noticed. Every enlisted man is llnder 
much closer observation than he has any suspicion of, and no steady worker 
is going to be overlooked in the long run, although owing to the immensity 
ofthe task at hand, due reward ma3 sometimes be a little deferred, rest 
assured that merit is bound to be recognized. Try not to be impatient if 
you ard overlooked for a little while. 

There is only one thing of importance in this war, and that is to 
win it. And we can only do that by all pushing togetl1er, and ~vorking our 
damndeat to get the hole dirty smear cleaned up, and the more we push 
~d the harder we work. the sooner we will get back to our irls and our 
country and God's country, .and the lernon mirangue piea, ice-cream, and 
everything else that goes along. SO BUCK UP FELI,O S: GIVE US A LI'rTLE 
TEAM WORK, and PI .. AY 

----0----
WE L C OM E 

To the Recent Arrivals 

GREETII:1G A.."'ID SAI.-UT.ATIONS: 

1 \Te enclose you to our midst, Shake; we don't know h.ere you have 
come from, \IVhat city or state, and \¥e don't care. All 'Ne want to do is 
to make you comfortable and happy, and so that yot1 feel at home and not 
among strangers. Most of us have been casuals and we know that lost and 
str .. nded feeling that goes with being unattached to ·any particular 
or anizatior.1.. Nor1 y:~u are part of us and '~e hope that you lose no time 
in acquiring the feeling to which yo11 belong. We don't want there to be an 
"old bunch" and a "new bunch", but just one big grand, gloriol1s an~ that 
we can all sing, "H 11, HaiJ., it's all here about". So le.t's a11 min:)le 
together and let's get acquainted as quick as we can. And it will only be 
a little ··hile before some of us dmg up mutual friends from b ck home. 

ONCE AGAIN. WELCO ! . 



APPLICATIONS FOR TRANSFER 

It ie a eharacteriatie of human natur • and espeeially American 
nature to be dissatisfied with things as they are. This ie not discouraging 
sign, on the contrary it is an indication of progress. The satisfied man 
rarely aooomplishea anything. Al1 the world's greatest inventions have been 
made by men who wer not satisfied with things as they existed, but who 
wanted to improve them. Bo that dissatisfaction pToperly directed can be a 
great genoy for goodl improperly directed i t can result in disaster. One 
of the forms which it takes at this Post is dissatisfaction with this 

;. branch of the Serviee. 
The s. o. s man is anxio11e to get into some branch where he oan be 

at the front and. &ight. He feels, quite naturally enough, that he eaght 
to be somewhere licking the Hun; that back here he isn't accomplishing 
anything at l; and that he could be of more use up there than downhere. 

<t He has mortal. fear of getting back home and being obliged to conifees not 
only that he never was in a battle. but al.so tl1at he was never at any time in 
danger. Thie at tit e takes- 011tward form in the glood of applications for 
transfer that ~~e continually deluging the commanding off ioers of the 
Air Service units. 

The s.o.s. man does not realize it, but this point of view 
ie quite a selfish one. He forgets that the prinai al reason why he is 
over here is not to acquire a little personal ~lory, not to lead an existence 
full ot thrills, not to acquire enough material to give him something to 
tal.k about for the rest of his life, but to WIN THE YAR! If accidently 
the reet should go along with it. well and good. But the true patroit plaoee 
himself at the disposal of his country. not to do as he himself might 
prefer. but to be used in whatever capacity it might be decided he can do 
the most good to accomplish the general aim. He may personally do something 
else a little better but he is a soldier. He's not to reason why; he's 
but to do and die. There must neeesearily be some misfit in aa enterprize 
of the magnitude of this, but it will be found that the averag' man. ia 
placed about where he belongs. and that adjustments ar~ continaully in 
progress. It must be remembered that ekill~d workmen and mechanics are 
not so frequent that they ean be spare • The man at the front must be 
suppo~t and sustained. and if you have been selected to aid him in the 
s.o.s., then it's up to you to do it in the best way you kno~ how. For ever 
man at the front, statistics tell us that ten men are required at the r r. 
G t off the personal point of view, and try to aequire the nationa1 point 
of view. 

Anyhow, it won't be so very long before you will be given your 
chipiee. It has been promised us, that when the fellow are now up at the 
Front. have had their fling, those of them who are able to hold down our 

• jobs, will be allowed to come back here to relieve us so that we will have 
a chanee. It isn't a merely a matter of ehanging men; it's a matter ot 
train in • There are very few of us• who have 11ad. the intensive trainlng 
necessary before we are fit to go to the front. Wacth of those fellow u 
there have had several months effort spent on him to make him fit for the 

~ job he is ex ecte to do, and all this training cannot be allowed to be 
wasted. merely because ano~her fellow in the rear is willing to take his 
place. Sooner or l ter when the country has had the benefit ot this train
ing. the man ean be relieved and another man taken to be trained to rep1ace 
hi • But for the length of time spent on him. the country expeote a 
cert in return in specialized service. and hae a right to insist upon it. 
In the course of time things will balance up. So be a little patient and 
your turn will come. 
"' 



The ilit ' ry entl r n is not in_ if no t r gul 
is h · bit ·re 11 · rr ng~d ccordlng to · netho ic l schedule 

i~I e does n ..tJen 1 t hir: self to uevi te fror his otJ.ti .1e. The pl n 
of e ch nlisted i1 in· y vary ightly c .,ordin;) to th,, demands 
· ut u .ion hiri~ . ·ut in ener his d · ily exist nc iJ . . b ~ r ,g-
ul ·· ted so1 e Nh '· t in this n '· nn r 1 s follo i'IS • ·t o Mi t, th t is to 

• • s y, viz •. 
At nine o'clock in the ornin , his v l ..,t ent., e his bo11ddr 

n tnro s b ck the h YY ~lush curt · ins th · th·~ been keeJing 
t r o:t.L in d·~ rknes 1 thj~ · er it ti11g tl1e glorious sunJ .. ight to 
i.Jen tr te tl1e h i b J..

1
, • t once disp 11 iri J th :>lo or ~ .nd th 

v ·- :>ou·rs of slee Aft, r t 1 ili t ry gentleman is prop ed llP n 
bed vvi~l1 }lis , tin coverl .,ts )rcbt..,cted b v .. d ' inty 'N~it ~ n p-

kin hi b v l t 1J-rir1gs go .. t>let of or· nge j11ice, i th hich to st · t 
}1.iS Ston, · ch f11.nctioning 1COiJ rly nd }1 1 thilJT• rrhi is fo lO .. ff d 
by · >ot uf coff , with er 11d J.tUD.J su · r, and bot roll.. 
rv i t 1. l t f c r ' :ny u t t r o o z 1 ng over it 11 , i s th en r · y 
to rise. e sPe a out of his 1 vend r sllk p j a. nd slips 
on tl:1 .... b th1 .. b Yhich t11e v~et hold for h i · nd th .I n . es 

Otl to the ·,tr1rocn11 1'1h r I i .f r1e ]1t"-. g od ·man , he ~11 fin tle 
sh rs ru1n i g t ju t t l1 e righ.; t mp .... r · t 11r .,. in:l.shing 11_; 

'•Vitl1. colc n edJ. sho \fVer vvl1i 'h 001101 d s th.-' )l"Ocess of w ... uhin :r 
hi. subr it to brisk ub own · t th h n s of th for~-
s · id v .. 1 ~t. T1 1 our ero is r d.v for 'r kf st. lI.., nters 
tl'1e or · kf st roo1 fir1ding th t · ble s .,t 1ith Delft bre kf st 
dhin • ; e ·~ ts li ht · 1 1 s ·-y 11. lf r · ! efr 1it " cere 1 

it1:i hi e d er l 1 :t cou 1 o o ched ... ,=>O's on to · ~t , th~1 

J1 lf o 1.cin cl1.ick n, p rh l)S · s · .11 broil. J st 
o f d lie t l y ,Jrown .,ountry ~110 s .. sttn cosi v 
n n , t lit ~l il .. of bLl ~t l"' c · kee ave . w11ich th 

i is t :r ickling slo ly. ,11is ith coffee, rol s nd 
J1une._1 co t .- t l1e r e s t re];) st. S i n 1 " • Y- t ~ tisfvir1g. 

ien he res~es for t'11 ornir1g 1 b i11g · esist ~d in t , pro-
cess b~1 1is urJiqui tot.is v l t. Aft ., 1hicb h 1 r y tu I' "-
fo1 .. hi ilit r~r l.lties "'1i""h tl1.e highest ffici ncy • . h ether 
it b on P., on · V'!Ood or i · tri11 - d t '" il or just pl in rvo .. k. 

A no n ti e h r tllrna to his qu rt .. a ( i11 t l1.. rm}" these 
· i--" o .;.. t ~o b e thirt:r -s co11ds, or ev .,n ixty-fo11rths) for 
1.unch, This s is li ht lie l, c 11.sisti l;} <)f nothi 1 1 ore 

tl • s y · "lr · soup )ortion of roil .,d br ok troj1t , 
entree ith tvo ve ~ t bl s- s 1 s tring b~·ne s 1 r us, or 
c lifl:o er- ro st . or 1 ve · , ybe jtJst Jl in beef; 

i· ; d s ~e~t of ice-ere·. cust·rd, or frJ.it .i,; nd 
d it s ~ e. finis1_i1. U.l-J 1th ors l of c .n b t o f o llefort 
ch es , d t h n · onte r y. 

'I'h n h fternoon i occu i d it,h o e ilit · ry L11ties 
u11t il i t i ~ t·.L f J..

1 v,ni 11 J l; ¥.1 n h e s tlp for h.i 
r g, itJ af th rest f the d · y by dinin ly ~nd ith 

re 1 s Jl nd tl .. i n th ~r · 11 d.ini roo se · in hi b b c~ 
c rv ., sh i t i 11 :;, fr fr ... ~ i 1 , c 11. i l c d on c 

oi.li ,c3
1 

ith th i ilv r d c nd.el · br· r lectin in 



in vhe Ol i Sh d ia Oga.ny • 'l~here h i' rt e Of t}1e b 6 t 0 thP 
i · nd-- -- sl1 fit for 'n ro .. , ·· lusciotls h " h th t otld 
er pt ictl.l' , f be · ns t!1' t ~ otil<.i i u ., t11 most j d 

t • n co f f • a n a cu c r , o .n s J_ it • th t ak ~ s s 11 ply 
'IV'Onaerful 3 bsti tute f o. t &s11!i 1 0 Jt th go from yo11 n kt,t 
rid rJread .l.J ,tc!din th t no t ng co1Jl describ (At le. st in dict

ion· ry rd) Aft Jr finishi nJ this b· u t, 1$ it cny Nonde th t 
11.e le i1s b ck in his ch ir ·:tnd he ~es - sigh. 

ii h · s b en strJno~s d y Ind h~ elcones th deep nin 
~h s of c ui1 ~ ni ht . le retires to his ch b fter a 

s11.ort cb · t vit_~ so 1 ,, fri nd- fe .,ls tr1 ., c 11 of )rJll " s. ~1th 
tl1., ~ i £· rii .. v let h.e pr~ ;- r~8 fo .r ·o ,d . rroni :rlt h . . , h 9 Lis 
gr~en 1J j ' ~,., , . • Aft-' rh.., ib Nell tuck · ' JV·y, t 11 he· .. -:v-y curt·iins 
' r dro Jed '.'ld }1 is 1 ft to f · l aslee ) just .. tl1 J. r:·t no'ie 
o ~ .. T· s cor ~s fron tl1e Gu rd l1ou.s • 

Tl ~ 1? .lJN ~ • 

Th re is ~ rke _ diff,,rJnce in the st· tus of th civili n 
prune nd t t mill.t ,ry J:1r11n • In civili n J .. 1f . , tl1 ,, prun~ is 
sorr'- ~h ' t of an 01Jtc st ·· orig fruits. Ostr. iz·ed £ oir 11oli t.,, 
soci ty, it i., vi ,,rved 'N' .Lth c0nt mr)t, looked do · n upon, sco ned 

"d s Jised and rej ec te of men" ~."nd is for e to ae k refug in 
~h > bo ·· re 1.n · he) 11s ..,s ,rvher • 1011 ~ vi t!1 the neck of the ch:tckf!l 

se11il ·:. s · nd coffee st ins on the t· ,bl~ cloth, it i the out 
of tne jok ~ of diss · tisfi d bo rd s. 

ut ll])on nte ing t11 Army. j t 11ndergo s 1 rv lous trans-
fo rrr · tion. Th, O.D. run , seer tly wonderi nr1· ·J h· _s · t . it 
cert r in po ul rity , is h ' il ith d ligr t bv t h e o nivorous 

OLl }'1 oy. It is l.JOUnc d upon r dveno11sly, nd t once st ' rt ·"d m 
its downw r .' th to s · id doughooy's bre · db· .ket, tickling his 
ee h · gt1s s it slid s 011. t its debtii1 ' .tion . , ereu.pon 

th s id ou1·1boy lin s 1.lp fo seco11dd , and- if h can sne "" k one 
or ti es ':; l .. g ant or the . P's- for thirds. 

Th r. · son fo this str ge diff~r nee is not t 11 l in 
It b th t .!! run juice oets u so e so ·t of che· ic 1 r ~ -

otion on · luminW'D th t it d n t l ro i.1c on chin • th .t, 1 nds 
11 Vvnly fl vo · l ck in~ !1 n the .i: --u11e is s v d in d.ish. 

ov rnn t 11. ists · r., or i. to scert· in the c use. 
An tb,, distinc,ltion b .. 'en tl1 1 · ce prun d~ th w r 

run is t 1 stri in . r ponderance o pi ts · n th lat _,e s 
com I ,d v O t 1e forrr r . F'or sor11e inex1)lic ' bl r · .. on t rmy 

run 11 · o ~ its er e ch th· it c vili b11Dther. A 
s ' -rc)o111 ion ot· runes h s be ~n no vn to cons j st o t t o 

h J .. f J u11e s , .igl1t its nd /lit ·1e jui.ce. Th h.igh 
pro ortion of ta is not 11orvev r unifo ly rJ int :t.n d. 

Th r is o h r o ecie of run - t , h prun - wh ch 
incl u .~ s , nor au. numb r of st.lb-div· s io·na. v~n c o l'" l 
study of thi~ V ' i ty o prun ould fill l rge volurn ~ 1 sine 
th v c in · 11 typ s nd cl as s. c· n do no ·o + r .l!'.t 

f t in th l in i t 6 f t1 . ~ " 
.us ticl . th n indic t its 

., x st nee 



; 
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THE Y. • C. A. 

This is the first W· r in which any att m t has b, n made to 
- rovid for the r er · tion of th... en in · rms. In all r viou confli t 
the soldi re h Y b en 1 ft ntir ly to th ir own r sourc s, and thee • 
und r g ner'1tl w r oonditione, h ~e a.lw ys been xtr ml y limited. Thea 
th t tl1 surruundin~ country h ~e been abl ro ruv ide h ";Q" b n r ore t 
to b of · dangerous and ernicioua character than otherv11is • 

But it h~s come to b r cogniz d that in order to suet in the 
or e of an Army its l isur hours must be look dafter and ~holJeo e 

-..auaem nt and entertainment sup li d. This does not mean th t man 
muet amuse himself in a rescribed manner. His leiaur hours ust be 

' 

conJ aratively fr e f'rom dieci line, and he mu ... i t xercie the ri ht to enjoy 
himself in hie own way. But is it clear that if he 1• ~iven the ao portuni 
to -.tt nd cl an, sane '"'holeaorne ent rt:iinment, he lNill most inv- riably 
choos,, that to tr1e vicious fo-cms \¥hi ch are only too ron to con~r g te 
in cam vicinities. The r aeon for the slu ~ in his stand rds is ~lain: 
In the Arny he is entir ly free from the restrain in~ infl 11ences of 
home lif • Unless he is rovided with some means as a substitute for 
these influences, ·i'il,, is almost certain to run down, and his m nt l , 
condition sink. 

The Y.MC.A. has undertaken, entir~ly of its o n volition, though 
with the consent of the authorities, to fill this W'nt. In eetim ting 
its success in this r a ect, it should be judged. mot · one by what it 
h a ~c om lished. but by comparison of exist in~ conditions 1Ni th wh t 
they would have b n if the Y.M.C.A. or some other eimil r or~aniz tion 
had not commenced its r sent work. It mu~t be remember d th t th 
Y.M.C.A. is o er ting as the American Ex editionary For es re working, 
thoue·nds of miles f'rom their base. As it is, the Y.M.C.A. h sere ted 
huts wher wer th re r American tro s in France. ext ndin~ well into 
the Front, and not being d t rred by the presence of dan~ r. It ha 
rovid d entertainments entirely free of char~e to the men, in many cases 

of a s i·ior char act r. for exam 1 e, Elsi Jania, th St. Lolt is Q,uarte t t 
E.H.south rn · nd oth re; ~o al and instrumental music of a hf~h class; 
s e ers of world-wide fame, such s G or~e Randol~h Chest r, Irvin Cobb, 
John Kendri k Bangs, and other; and fr quent movi erformances. It 
m~int ins a.nteens wher the soldi rs can buy amok a, sweets of v rioue 
sorts and su· ly t11is need in toil t articles and such. What does it 

tter if to th gi ~ntic swe 't tooth of the American, the ca.nte n does 
get xhauat d of candy and oak a now and then? Yo11 Can ~et them moat 
o~ the ti e, which is mor than the civil o ulation of Fran e t th 

resent time c~n do. Wh t does it matter if the movie m chine.do s cut 
u c rs once in· while, or if· th wheels ct· te back to · ntediluvian 
tin s Nh n trio s of 1rehietoric c ~emen used to hunt the dinoeerous? 
You do get good ~ atur s F-ilme retty oft n, a.n·d Charlie Ch lin,:Douglas 
F irba.nks nd Ii· r7 Pickford too. ,Nb t does it m tter if n anno11nc ... d 
cone rt y· rty f· ils to · rrive? It's r tty oor ~an~ th t can't , 
man ~e to ntert in its lf; and ther aren~t any ~oor gan~s amon~ the 
Y ks. If the Y.U.C.A. did no mor than au ~ly of clubhouse \¥11. r ... the 
men i~ht m t and con~r g te, it would still be orth hile. 

Sup ose t 1 r wer no Y •. C.A. o eratin~ at this Poet, and 
nothin to ~ake it's 1 c • Wouldn't the ev nin~s be ~le eant nd 
inter sting? and N uldn't Romo be overflowin~ every evenin~? Can you 
. ictur the congestion on the Liberty S oial? 



Wh~t w 'r trying to find out is if you think the Y.M. has been of 
any use to you. Would you have written home as much if the Y.M. hadn't 
su lied· you with the materi·ls? If you feel that the Y.M. has been 
worth while you can hel~ erhaps to mak.e it even rnore worth •hile and 
do even mor for yo11 that it has been doin~. A bi~ drive is about to 
commence by the Y.M. at home. The Y.M. does not . ask you to contribute 
a sin~le cent. All it aeks you to do is to assist them in advertising. 
The \lfork of the Y.M. in France is intended sol ly for the benefit of th 
Ameriman soldier over here. To continue this work effectivelv it needs ... 
a hu~h amount of money. This must come from the American eo le. Before 
the Arr1erican 11eo le loosen up on any money for any llr~oee they want to 
be shown; they want to know that they are ~ettin~ somethin~ for their 
money. They cannot tell tl1.is r ~rom their own observation; they muat 
re ly on the word of others. And theywill take take first of all is 
the word of the men who are gettin _, and 'N'h·o will ~et the ben ,fit of their 
contribution - the American Soldier. A ~ood ~ord from a soldier in a 
lett,r home concernin~ the work of the Y.M. will do ten times as much 
good · e any mwnoer 6f s eeches by cam aignell?s (who haven't been over here. 
It is direct eveidence. and concl t1sive to those 'N'ho receive it. All that 
.the An~erican publie w nts to know ia - "Is the Y.M. of any use to you?" 
IF the answer is in the affirmative, then yo11 can rest assured thattthe 
most ~enerous eo le in the world will make an adequate res~onse to the 
request made to them. · 

S o think it over. fellow. If you feel that the Y.M. is doing 
some ~ood 1 just ment:Lon that fact in your letters home durin~ the next 
two or three weeks. A line is all that is necessary. You mi~ht remind 
the folks that 1.f 1 t were not for the Y .M. • they :Probab1y wouldn't hear 
from you ~s often as they do. This would have a mightly bi~ effec~. 
~ ince your letters are probably the big~est events in their lives. The 
truth and notriing but the truth is all tha t is asked; bu.t make it the 
whole truth if you have any criticism to offer. Don't point ou t its 

u p osed defec t s unless you do it th just i ce to mention ita meri.ts al.so. 
Remember. th·t if you are acce ting any of . the benefits whieh the Y.M. 
h s to offer, you owe it to the Y.M. to ·do this very littl.e put to show 
your a]1.f)reci tion. You can do no lees. 



Th.e \'«feather's nasty, ool an.d v1et, so e )00 .)le say, comi1lai11i11; 
But I do11' t share their g;loomy vie :vs, ·t;hotl.g11 eve 1 io' it's raining. 
lailte all ossesse .. , an: I am dresseu.. in the or1e ry suit remai11i:c g . 
I tur:r1 my Ghoug·hts to yes ,erday r1ie11 sun earns fell all o'er i 1e. 

'o pessirr1istic frien s, I say,- "Oh jus koe .) still I ou b ore i • 

e thanlt1 ul t ~l · nlOS t days ai'le fi11e and only aw a11 e sto!'my." 
Novr i . ,~10 h d no ' et at al.1 the rubber ine11 11oulr holler; 
Umb1"ella m:ike l"S, too '\vould t·ail- til.ey couldri' t lr.1ake a a.ol ar . 
But So v;1han it sto11ns just let it Jtor n- tu .. rn uJ you r r::.ii11-co t co l a r . 

o ·:orth uhuckft1ll o 11..a . ..> iness tu1cl Jut as i L1e you.I"' sorrov1; 
t
10J. tl·ouble r- tl · .. seem WOJ. s c o:f all are on .. s tMt pe ople or 11 ow. 

God ' s r EJ .. in is f'allin.==> here today- liis su11. \V'ill sl1i11 ., to1no1'J~o''• 

Some\vhere i11 .b'rai1ce l u How o t we hear 
mha,lj )hl"~'tS9 o· ' those \VS noltl most dea.r , 

le lmo 7 not 110v1 ~ iey are todny 
Nor where; u t v1e aan ho1)e ru1d ray 

1hat they are \P:!ell , al1.d b1·ave and stro1:ig 
' qui . Je to right t Je WQrlds' gTeat wron 
so , 'HJ (HJD 1'T R u;io ;l 

Some1~here in .L'ranc r:.. ·he big guns oom 
.Be,ti llP S tncy' 11 sound tne Junlters doorn 
'J~ lie rif.les rattle, aiI 1_)lain s soar 

·1 :iell is loos A or1 e ar tr1 or1ce ino1e 
~he 0 ~1-nar1" s &hells w:reck 000-uty s .. Jots 
Cathedrc-:tls, ~ alaces ru1a. cots, 
SOj \ r.H.lill , I .!.r ] u'l"C~. 

Soine\~ hera i n .i.:·r9.J1ce men give tl1e ir 1iv8s 
'

10 Stop the 'Drging' O t· tl1e gyiJe S 
T1J;1t Yvar ords JJ.an, 101 those rl10 1~ -ir1 
iould tnvi1a.i~t ·c..:ie sterr1 U.e:rm.:'Ulic reib"ll 

So, d 3y oy day, 'neath sun Bind st·· rs 
Our solt ier' s f•i ht t11e ar go<l , s 

Some~here in ranee our hopes re laid 
Oh, 
ut 

In 
so .. 

no .. le men, be not disms.yed 
toil and f' i l1t vi th a .1 yo 11 mi~ht 

ll.rnighty' s holy si :r it 
d y He 'll hear you1 e a rr1est or~ 

101 rill co.... o out t 10 sky 
ij ·R_ )10 ;J . 

So e-,, e1 e in ··r ce, ir1 ays to 001 e 
e r r n, 'FOU'll hear the 01~ er " Homeu ., 

·vn.e11 you hEtve w: chase li arty 
or 1 llki11u? on lan an sea, 
etm"Il to us fl o "Over Th.er~ u 

' · ill then God keep you in his ca e, 



TAKING A BATH IN :FRANCE. 

We went into town the other night to take a bath. Two franos 
seems '1Uite a lot to an JuHrican to hand out for a bath, but *hen it's 
worth it over here. We went to the local bath house. and after 
waiting awhile were escorted out to a back yard, and led into a 
nice little surmner house. We were left there alone a door closed 
upon us, and since hot water was running into the tub which the 
summer house contained it gradually dawned u on ue that this was 
where vre were cpected to take .our bath. In as much as the door was 
mostly composed of panes of glass, though or vario11s shades of color• 
and there was a w:J.ndo,11 opposute the 'oor to let light into the rooom., 
we experienoed a certain ahyness about ·disrobing in ·wl\at seemed such 
publie circumstances. The army has stripes us of much of our natural 
ll:lodi.s ty and. ,.,e ar""' ordinarily prone to expose our-eel ves quite non .. . 
chalently to the surnmer ze:phyre or the rtinter winde as the oase may 
b upon request. But. nevertheless. away from the moral support which 
the example of our military brethern lends ua .. ,,e felt somewhat 
nervous. especially about one particular pane of lemon-aolored glass. 
It was however growing rather dark. and we decided to risk it, and 
grew bold. As we were stepping into the tub, the door quietly opened 
and an old man entered the room bearing a candle with which to drive 
aw~v the shadows with which to conceal our charms. He placed it upon 
a mantle to go out. Now the 1 rside of the room was brighter that the 
outside and frankly we were worried. Never were we more concious of 
our Adonislike form. ,,Ve conc.i.e4 1 t as much as possible by the sides · 
of the tub,while taking our ablutions, but we couldn't atay ther for~ 
ever and when we stepped out, 11ke Venus artiing from the sea, never 
did spotlight cast a stronger ray, thalb that litt1e candle seemee to 
throw. We scrambled into our garments while the outer gloom wae 
eopled with a million eyes, When we came out, we left the candle 

lighted and closed that glass door behind us, and stood 'ff a little 
to get the ef feot. Our worst fears were realized The room could 
be see.n through any of the pains• but the lemon colored one was 
absolutely t ransparent, and .through it the entire interior was revealed. 
And now, if we g o back there for another bath and seen that girl with 
the pearl beads and the ac~ubbing brl1113h. we just know that we're going 
to blush. 



R U ll 0 R 

Dame Rumor is a 1 dy well know throughout the world, but 
nowhere is she more po)ular and mor hospitable than in the Army. 
She is welcomed ith open arma, and all her statements accepted 
with goggle .-.eyed aredeli ty. No report she m~v spread. however 
preposterous or fantastic, tails to fin ardent believers. She 
is at once optomistio and essimistic. She raises your hopes ani 
dashes them to the grount. She is a consumate liar~ in tact she 
deals with everything except the truth. Even a true passing tmrough 
her hands. becomes so warped and distonted as to be unrecognizable. 
She is a tickled jade; consistency~••• not worry her. She doesn't 
hesitate to tell contradictory tales simultaneously. SO BE'NARE OP 
HER! She is a destroyer of ha piness, a ruiner of reputations, a jo~
killer, and a blaster of hope. She accomplishes much harm and no 
goo • She take a a fiendish glee in eotRing quarrels and dissension · Sh 
usses t~e smallest proportion of factsnto maintain her reputation with t 
the gu+lible, and even then she gets them twisted, SO-

Y.hether the straight do~e you are getting is that you ,are going 
home this week or in six months, whether you will be released right 
away or ~etained over here in the army service or motor lervice Corps, 
or whatever the inside information you may have gotten in toueh with 
may be. sprinkled it copiously with salt. and sit it out in the open 
air somewhere to cool off. If. at the end of that time it remains , 
unchanged. ut it baok again for two weeks ~ore, as some rumors have 
remarkable and e traordinary vitality and persist for a long tiae. 

So try to be a little patient. Waitin~ is the hardest thing in 
the world. and we are therefore assing through the most difficult 
part of our army life. Some of us ere breaking our necks to get into 
the army, and now we can't get out soon enough. ~e can only take things 
cheerfully and as they eome, and try to make the best of things. I~ 
would help matteraeonsiaerablly if we did not allow ourselves to run 
co. see • but maintained the same spirit of co-operation that we had 
'Rhen we entered u:pon aamili tary carrer. 



• 

GRilf ~TD B • ... l\R IT. 

1e 're a cl:l.eerful bun,~h of· 'am1ies 
hen we "" i t e ome to ou1' ies 

1111 the l·1ews t 1e c nsor says that -vve rnay tell; 
Oh, we in:.:Jke our letters sna py 
.. tl repOl1 t \VS 1 re Vi/ell r 'l ha.Jpy, 
'.L'ho'tl.Q' l ~e 've learne , as Sherman s <.: i , th::L t ·\ , 

Ten to one. ·you l'ia,ve a io tion 
T~ t to C.1.'oss the heavi:o.g oaean 
111 the iJov1els of a " 're ighte1" is a Joy; 
But I'll tell you, (Con idential. ) 
Tlic1t 'tv11il be most nrovi e11tial 
If' the I' ishes are ot :i:o c 'if a~ s uoy • 

Vl1er1 a i-.ookias' oly sl irtie 
Gets abominaol~ d i1ty 
lie rnay \KTasJ. it in so e cu inary Oal1, 
Or l ay shosh it in the river; 
Vhile it dri~s l~ sure will shiver, 

But you bet he' l g~~i11 ru.1 bee.-r it lilce a rrian. 

Vb.en our wa ~er castes ·u.i e J. l o ;)1gy 
d our bread is voor and soggy, 

We jusc think o · \Vhat .ve'll later dri:rllr :id e at; 
.. e 'i' acquired a.ii education 
In such thing's; iln.agir1atio11 

is Hell," 

Helps a hecp . vo keep our ~houghts ~n stomache sweet , 

Daily, · ri tzie tur11s to shell i11g ; 
Tl1011, oy gr vy, the1·e's no telli11g 

re his blai!led old bi ts of 1 etal will descend; 
Vvhe11 he sends us na.,s t gasses, 
~hat are t ick ' S cold molasses, 
'1'hroug1h ou1· asks "le '11 grin e;.md ear it to t e Jnd. 

' here's a bunch of co. uensations -
1 or the . e11 of· all the llations 

'ilJJ1t ~:,re 1)lugging or tie c ause of· li erty; 
le mve tou0 -l10:r1ed up om muscles 

id vm '~ full o:r rea. co1,puseles, 
d we've gained a sease of rig 1t and ohivaln 

·¥hen again we sho\v our f a,ces 
In tl1e old f amiliar places 

1 ol)r women- ·olks will hu us quite a lot; 
On our b ks our dads will th ap us 

t J.ey'l ick u1 gui te a rurnpus; 
ven t t e '11 rin ai1d beai, s like as not. 



The K.P. says: 

Hoffman wrote a letter in French to ONE of his harem awhile ago. 
and of course he had to send it through the Base Censo • The Base 
C nsor turned it over to the French inter )reter who saicl 1 t didn't belong 
to him, and passed it over to the Chinese Inter1)reter • who passed it 
on to the Arabian Cena or 'Nho turned it over to the Base Censor, wh.o. 
i~illediately got busy and ordered the Secret Service to find out why 
lloffman wus trying to uee a Code. , 

. 
Much time is being a~ent nowadays in weaving connected stories for 

home consumption that will combine features of taxciternent 1 adv ;nture 1 

• reasonableness and. poeaibil i tylProbabili ty isn't essential) and yet not 
leave any holes through which the daylight might be seen. Now is the 
time to get in praotive as a raconteur. so that you may become a convinced 
enough to make the folks back th.ere swallow it whol·e, it being advisable 
to keep. a weather eye peeled for the approach of Amex Forces generally 
and A.S.P.C.#2'ers ~articularly. Th lif of an aviator (and all Air 
Service nlen are aviators; yes, high flyers) as led at this Post is 
replate with thrills, N'est ce pas? Oui. oe n'est pae. 

Leibster says he had, an awful dream the other night; He dreamt 
that he gave birth to a non-com .• 

/ 

Bortner wants to kBow why they can't uee Epsom Sal ts or C. C. Pil.la 
in the Liverty Motor instead of Castor Oil. 

The · new fall styles in men's gears may be observed by giving 
the K.P.'s and cooks the o o. · 

Captain 1A'o od and r~1 1Jt nant Stone were N'al.king down Main Street, 
omo, the other d y when· a retty French girl ~asaed by. Wood turned 

to Stone ; Stone turned t .o Wood; and they both tt1rned to rubber. 

Crabs. 

There r r manv breeds of this B eoies! 
~ 

They lives in the SEA! the ARUY, and other laces. 
All kinds of crabs ar alike in some ways. 

They r narrow-minded, if, the breed has a mind at all. 
They always make life disMreeable for those with 

"1Vhom they come in cont ct. Mo·,5 t Cr bs, get l'f ARD BOIJ,,FJ) •• 
And all re PESTS' 

Moral. 
DON'T BE A CR.AB. 



A CASUAL 
rz• S ..... I t - -----·--

The following are some of the d fini tions ef a "casual" that 
have been submitted:-

"A Rolling atone that gathers no oss". or 

''A soldier tl1 · t goes hither and thither and ~ets no romotione 
or f ranee" 

''A soldier of n is fortune, recoveri11~ from an attack of 
military ambition•. 

"A misguid.ed. misjudged,· und rrated individual, who works 
harder, kicks more, and gets less than the regular soldier." 

'Hood rll ff. 

"A caeu.al is a spare art of t l1e Army rtlachine, which was 
been so moulded that Ba can be used for the re l·cement of any ~art of · 
the ma.chine. and now that the \ate· r of tl1e lnaohine is • as t and the 
spare art badly worn, he should be immediately discarded and remoulded 
ir1to civilian. 

c 
A 
s 
u 
A 
L 

C A S U A L ? '? "? ? 

C asual at times. 
A nd so etimee lazy 

Look in your gl ase, 
And 
U will 
S e 
A 
Ca.au l 

H.M.H. 

S uch is the wav with men; .. 
U ~ with the whistle, 
A nd in to mess -
L ees th n a second is the reeord for this. 

A non 
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ACCIDENTAL. 
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TEMPORARY. 
A .E.F.' TANK SEEVICE 

FO~ THE TIME B I (j. 

WHAT I~ A 'CASUAL' f' --
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