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* The tortoises leave water only when the time comes
for them to lay eggs The site of man will keep them off
shore and the females will retain their eggs for long, rather:
than force unnatural risk. Landing in the still of night, they
mairch in land to some pmnt high enough to escape ﬂood and
high tide, dig deep pits in the sand and there lay their eggs.
Then they return to the sea but not by the way they came in
as if to lead astray any who should follow them to their nurse-
ries. The young turtles, when hatched form the eggs, bite.
their way out of the sand and may be seen with their mouths
full of grit as they march to the water. Insbinet is strong and
over-mastering with them. No matter how many. times they
may be diverted or even turned round and forced in as cpposite
direction they make for the sea as a magnetic needle pmntu to
the north :...Book Of Knowladge. :
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