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SENATOR FERGUSON: Now I ask you about a telegram sent by
Mr. Winant, our Ambassador to London, dated December 2, 19,1, rc-
celved IO:EO A.M. This was sent to the Secretary of State, personal
and secret to the Secretary and the President.

British Admiralfy reports that at 3 A.M, London ti-
thls morning two partles seen off Cambodia Point, saili
slowly westward toward Kra 1} hours distant in time. @i
party 25 transports, 6 cruisers, 10 destroyers. Sccond
party 10 transports, 2 cruisers, 10 destroyers,

Winant

Do you know why the British Admiralty would be notifying our
>tate Department and the President about these ships if we did not
have some agreement in relation to their movement?

MR, WELLES: Because the information given in this telegram,
which I remember very well, was a clear indication that the
Japanese were already moving further, proceeding further on their
coursc of domlnation of the Southwest Pacific region.
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SENATOR FERGUSON: Would you read the ona of the 28th, plecasc?
MR. WELLES (reading):

The British Ambassador called to seec me this morning.

The Ambassador began the conversation by saying that ho
had expected to spend the week end in Philadelphia, but, since
he had heard from his bmbassy here that his government was
"greatly excited," he had returncd to Washington. He read
to me a telegram from his government which indicated that
our naval officlals in London had been informed by the Navy
Department that the negotiations between Japan and the Unitcd
3tates had been broken off and that an immediate movement by
Japan was anticipated, and that consequently precautionary
measures must at once be undertaken. The Ambassador in-
quired whethcer this was in fact the case. I recplied that the
situation so far as 1 knew was exactly as it was lastnight,
namely, that the Japanese Ambassadors had submitted a state-
ment of the positlon of this Government, handed to them by
the Secretary of State, to their government and that no reply
from the Government of Japan had as yet been submitted to
this Govornment through them. I saild that consequently I
could not say technically that the negotiations had been
broken off, although it was, of course, the assumption on the
part of the Government of the United States that the Japancse
Government would not accept the basis proposed by the Govern-
ment of the United States. I told the Ambassador of the
varlous reports which had rcached the Department of State re-
garding the situation in the Iar East today.
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The next paragraph, the final paragraph, i1s as follows:

The Ambassador then said that his government was .
annoycd with him bzeduse hé had not reported the conversae
tion which had taken place yesterday betwesn ths two
Japancse Ambassadors and the President and tho Sceretary:
of Statec. He asked me if I could give him a report on '
that subject. I informed thc Ambassador consequently of the
substance of the memorandum by the Secretary of Statc of
the conversation which had taken place at the White Houso,




