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Having first duly sworn an ocath as on attached sheet and in accordance

with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose as follovs,

I. I7 KODilii, Kyﬁz5, served in the Var Ministry as Chief of* the Military

, , s sk Sevvice _
Service Section, Military affedrs Bureau, during the period between

March, 1940, and Jung, 1944. The duties of the Military Service Section
covered matters concerning military discipline, punishment, ,regulation s of
various sorts relative to military service, and the proper duties of
individual soldiers, ete.

1I. Inasmuch as diseipline was the backbone of the army, all army ferces
as well as the central authorities concentréted their best efforts on its
enforcement. The central authorities annually called to Tokyo all the
division cormranders in the homeland as well as the staff chiefs and

chdef judicial officers of forces stationed at hove and abroad in order
to give ther instructions through the Three Heads of the Ar™y who never
failed to lay special stress on the enforcerent of military diseipline.
Moreover, sorctime@ staff chiefs were called to a special meeting for

the exelusive purpose of enforcing disecipline.

s &




Def. Doe. #2140

Appendix I, l---3, are specimens of such ginstructions.

III. In Japan primary importance was attached above all to the sireng-

thening..of comrand power as the basis of military discipline. BY

erphasizing this point, it was held, it was possible to keep the me™bers

of the army away from posgible miswkehavior and to ch-orze for the better

the characters of those who had committed any such mis-bolarvior. In

time of war, however, more irrediage and concrete Measures Were taken

in addition to this in order to prevent such ™is-conduct as might result

from the abnormal circumrstances at the fromt as well as the lowered Moral

standard of the troops owing to the increase in army personnel.

In the following paragraphs I shall desCribe Measurcs taken by the

central anthorities in relation to those types of ™mis-conduct which are

w being tried by military tribunals at vafious places.

IV. Education and guidance given by the military at the time vere as

follows:

1) lManuals: --

Enforcement of military discipline and paising of Morale arc¢ er-

phasized in ¢ very manual. Especially, the training Manual clearly points

out the way thereto. It requires soldiers, right from their star? for

the front., to be careful about the maintenance of military discipline,

and the necessary example to bc shown To the natives in fighting areas

for the heightening of thc prestige of the Japanese forces.
, : : Hen
(2) &s for international law and regulations, both officers and  were

given necessary training 1in a sensible way. For instance, tgaching

concerning the Red Cross Treaty vas given in Military Training Manual

)
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No. 60, and thc law text-book for the Nilitary Academy Preparatory School

(Appendix No.7) dealt with Land farfare Regulations. In order that the
said internaticnal laws and regulations be strictly observed, conercte

instructions were given cencerning operational moverents -~ such as the
action of a sentry, instructions concerning billeting, and requisition

of materials -- and also about the trcatment of prisoners of war.

The central authorities did not receive any formal inforration whatcver
concerning such cases as appeared before the military #ribupals. consequently,
thc measurcs taken by the central auté%ities were not in mMqst cases adcquate
for the actual cases to which they were applied. However, in view of the
prolonged warfare and the diclining tendency of the characier and intel-

' 1igence of troeps, necessary principles regarding ghe education, control,
and guid of forces vicre given, attention was called to them, and orheyr
nceessary military Mcasures vwere taken..

1. Wartime Service MNanual was compiled and distributecd to the efficers
at large to be used as their reference material and guide-book during their
service at the front. It's compilation being owned necessary, was carried ~i.
out in 1938 (Showa 13) by the InsPectofate-General of Military Training in
view of experiences gaiped.unp to that tire through service abroad.

>, MNilitary discipline and lorale Investigation Corps were sent out for
investigafion and guidance; staff merbers of the central authorities were
specially ordered in 1939 (Showa 14) to make an inspection tour to various
spots in China for a perioé of some two Months. After their return, the
central authorities gave all units a guide to rigid enforcement of military

discipline and Morale, and adopted military ad™inistrative Teasures for
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the sake of the enhalgement of recreation faeilities and adequate Methods

of replacement.

3. Articles brought back from abroad by the military Men and ecivilians

in the Milivary service on their roturn;?mair homeland, were strictly
inspected and controlld by every umnit, at every port of embarkation,
landing spot in the ho™Meland, as well as by the home unit, thereby to

discover and prevent breaches of discipline and, above all, plundering

in the battlc=-field.

" "
(4) The copics of the Instructions to the Men at the Front wcre dis-

tributcd in the 16th year of Showa (1941) for the heightening of Morality
at the front. As the war was prolonged, a fear of the decline of Torallty
and especially of possible plundering and viclations cae to be felt.
To Meet the situation, the said "Instructions" vas coMpiled by the central
authritics and distributed in the na™e of the Minister of War. Wvery
military Man at the tiMe always carried a copy of it with hi™, and by
respectfully reading it day and night, exerted himMself to compiy with
the teachings given in 1it.
(5) In the 17th year of Shova (1942), a part of the Army Cri™inal Code
vas revised by lLaw No.35. By this change, necessary provisions were newly
added or aTended in relgtion to Military offences, for the sake of the
strengthening and rigéd enforceent of Military discipline.

It is_eepaciglly notable, in these changes, that the crife of rape at

the front was prescribed as a criMe for which "prosecution May be instituted

without any cofplaint by the injured pariy.

(6) The central authorities gave several tiMes strict warning against
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ed to the treatMent of prisoners of war

private punish™Ments. It was appli

and the native population as vell as to Japanese military Ten.

(7) Great care Was taken by the central authorities as 1o the prevention

atives. A.special ter™ *offences

of oxffences and cries against the n

and a. statistic study of erimes and

against the natives" was invented,

™i sdesds. was maede, to which the authorities called the attention of

every unit.

(8) The Military sdinistrative Order was revised in August, 18th year

was added to it that the crder vas to be applied

An itel

(The Order No.l), and regi“ent-cd”"anders.

it was stated, should give lessons and guidance TO their subordinates

about the rules for treating the natives. (Thc Order No.24)

(9) In order to pull back to the right course the Mind of soddiers who

dissipated through prolonged gservice in the field and

unavares had becol'e

egpecially through dirfasters and dangers caused DY fighting, nd Bguate
affording every possible conwvenience for v

sonsiderétions were taken for
res, forWarding coforts,

as well as for the proTotion of recreas

stance, organization of £i1™ corps 1o

&= t..-\
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make visits and ecstablish™ent : 31itery Men's clubs, etc.




on this 20th day of August , 1947
it IMTFE.

DEPONENT  KODA™A, Ky0z8 (seal)

above state¥ent was

I, INOUk, mgsutard hereby certify that the

sorn by the Deponent, ~ho affixed his signature and seal thereto 1n

the presence of this Witness.
Oon the sale date

;tt I-QL' -T- 511 E-
Witness: /s/  INQUE, magutard (seal)

OfuTH

wearto tell the whole truth

In accordance with ¥y conscience 1 s

withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ KODILMA, Ky0z& (scal)




