HEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEXY
(PACIFIC)
LPOQ 234
C/0 POSTIIASTER, Sal FRANCISCO

ITNTERROGATION NO.: 84 PLuCE: Tokyo
D.TE : 18 October 45

Divisi-n of Origin: Manpower, Food & Civilian Supplies

SUBJECT: Production Statistics, Cost of Living Indices,
and Allicd Subjects in Field of Civilian Supplies.

Porscnncl interrog:ted and background of eachs

lir YaialMOTO, Research Director, Bank of Japan, forner=-
1v representel Bank of Janan at Bank for Internatiocnal
Scttlements in Basle. During the war he spent several
vears in Berlin,

‘here interviewed: Bank of Japan
Interrcgators Lt Horold Fassberg
Interpreter: None - conducted 1n German
i11icd Officers Present: None

SULIARY :

The followine statistical serles were obtaineds

1. Cost of living index 1930-1940 annually,
1940-45 nmonthly.

2. Retail price index for Tokyo arca 1930~1940
annually, 1940-45 rcnthly.

3, %hclesale price index for Tckyo area 1930-
1640 annually, 1940-45 nonthly.

Tree volunes of the "Economic Statistics of Japan
1931, 1935, 1937, which contain some production seriles

-

for the ilajor Staples were 2lso procured.




INTERROGLTION

oy ¥

1. This interrogation, which tock place at 1000, 13
October 1945, at the Bank of Japan, was conducted entirely
in Gerian since Mr YAMAMOTO spent several years in Ger-
nany and spoke the language quite fluently. The inforna-
tion requested from the Bank included the followings

a. Production series from 1930 to 1945 for the
najor items in the civilian supply field,

b. Ccst of living index for the same time period.

¢, Retail and wholesale price indexX.

L

. Natisnal income 2nd Gross Natiocnal Product
f'igures. |

c, Consunmers expenditures.
f, Black nmarket prices.

=, Svecial reports written with respect to the
civilian cconcny during the war years,

2., Informetion regarding natiocnal incone and Gross
National Products was unobtainable by the Bank from the
Governnent since 1941-- a situation frequently encountered
in interrogations of bank officials =- and the Direeter
could coffier neo suggestions as to where this information

might be nrocured.

"N -

lr Y.aMaWMOTO turned over, however, three annual volumes
of the " Eccnonice Statistics of Japan' for 1931, 1935, and
1937 which c~ntain statistical series cof retail and wholesale
price indices, price tablzs of the principal commoditiles,

t_ export and irmport figures for the articles concerned,

as well as prcduction series for the major staples. ) e o
tunately, the text is in both English and Japanese. In
addition, retail and wholesale price indices and a cost of
living index for the years 1940-45, broken down by months
was extrocted from a special report which the bank ha&
reccived from the Cabinet Bureau of Statistics.

My YAMAMOTO confirmed the fact that black market




activities were very extensive, hence the cost of living
index, which was computed from the rrices set by the
governnent, is not representative of actual conditions,
Furtherrnore, as of Sept 1, 1945, the Bank of Japan has
been conpiling bléck market prices which will be availe-
able to the Survey within the next few days. According
te Ur YAILAMOTO, the Cabinet Bureau of Statistics~kept: i
the informaticn which he was unable to supnly.

No special reports concerning the econonic effects
of the war have been nreparci or received by the Bank
of Japan., Ur YailaMOTO will be interrogated again withiln

a few days.




