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H I S T  O R  Y

O F

G R E E C E.

C H A P T E R  X I I I .

Affairs o f  G reece  from the T h irty-Y ears T ru c e  to that com 
m only called  the P elo po n n esia n  W a r ; w ith a  sum m ary 

V iew  o f  the H istory o f  M aced o n ia  from  the earliest 

A ccounts.

S E C T I O N .  I.

Administration o f Pericles : Science, A rts, and fin e Taste at Athens. 
Change in the Condition o f Women in G reece: Aspasia. Popular 
Licentiousness at Athens. The Athenian Empire asserted and 
'extended. Project fo r  Union o f Greece.

A t h e n s , now rested six years, uningaged in any hdstilities; a 
-longer interval o f perfect peace than she had before known in 

above forty years, elapsed since she rose from her ashes after the Persian 
invasion. I t  is a wonderful and singular phenomenon in the history 
o f  mankind, too little accounted for by anything recorded by antient, 
or imagined by modern writers, that, during this period o f turbulence, 
in a commonwealth whose whole population in free subjects amounted 

VoL. II. B scarcely
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scarcely to thirty thousand families, art, science, fine taste, and polite
ness, &houid have risen to fhat perfection which haŝ  made Athens the 
mistress of the world, through all succeeding ages. Some sciences 
indeed have been carried higher in modern times, and art has put forth 
new branches, o f which some have given new helps to science; but 
Athens, in that age, reached a perfection o f taste that no country hath 
since surpassed.; but on the contrary all have looked up to, as a polar 
star, by which, after sinking in the deepest barbarism, taste has been 
guided in its, restoration to splendor, and the observation of which will 
probably ever be the .surest preservative against its future corruption 
and decay.  ̂ ’

M uch of these circumstances of glory to Athens, and of improve-' 
ment, since so' extensively spred over the world, was owing to Pericles. 
Peisistratus ha'd nourished the infancy o f A ttic genius;. Pericles 
brought it to matulit3^ In the age o f Peisistratus books were scarcely 
known, science w as vague, and art still rude. Put during the turbu
len t period which intervened, things had been so wonderfully prepared, 
that, in the age , o f  Pericles, science and every polite art ivaited, as it 
were, only his magic touch to exhibit them to the world in meridian 
splendor. The philosopher Anaxagoras o f Clazomene, whose force o f 
understanding and extent of science acquired him 'the appellation 
of the Intellect, had been .the tutor .of the youth o f Pericles, and 
remained the friend o f his riper years. Am ong those with whom 
Pericles chiefly convereed was also the Athenian Pbeidias, in whom, 
with a capacity for every science, was united the sublimesl genius for 
the fine .arts, which he professed; and Damon, who, professing only 
music, \vas esteemed the ablest speculative politician that the world 
had yet produced^ N or must the celebrated Aspasia be omitted in the 
enumeration o f those to whom Pericles was indebted for the cultivation 

Ptat. Menex. of his mind ; since we have it on the authority of Plato, that Socrates 
himself acknowleged to  have profited from .the instruction o f th at 
extraordinary woman. * -

It will not be the place here to inlarge upon the manners any more 
tlian upon the arts and knowlege, o f the age o f Pericles; yet it may 
be requisite to advert to one point, an which a great change had taken

place

Plat.
Alcib. 1. 
p. 118. t.2 .
Plut. vit, 
Peric.

    
 



Sect.L  . c o n d i t i o n  o f  -\yOMEN.~
place since the age which Homer has described. Tlie political circum
stances o f Greece, and especially of Athens, had contributed much to. 
exclude women of rank from g’eneral society. The turbulence to which

• every commonwealth was continually liable, from the contentions o f 
faction, made it often unsafe, or at.least unpleasant for them to go 
^hiuoad. But in democracies their situation was peculiarly untoward.
That form of government compelled the men to assooiate all with ail.
The general assembly necessarily-called all together; and the vote o f 
the meanest citizen being there of equal value with that o f the highest, 
the more numerous body o f the poor was always formidable to the 
rvealthy few. Hence followed the utmost condescension, or something 
more than condescension, from the rich to the multitude; and not to

, the collected multitude only, nor to the best among the multitude, but 
principally to the most turbulent, ilhnannered, and worthless. N ot 
those alone who sought honors or commands, but all who desired secu-* 
rity for their property, must not only meet these men upon a footing 
o f equality in. the general assembly, but associate with them in the 
gymnasia qnd porticoes, flatter them, and sometimes cringe to them.
The ladies, to avoid a society which their fathers and husbands could 
not avoid, lived with their female slaves, in a secluded part of the 
house; associating little with oneanother, and scarcely at all with the 
men, even their nearest relations ; and seldom appearing in public,* but

* at those religious festivals in which antient custom required the women 
to bear a part, and sacerdotal authority could insure decency o f co.hdpct 

-toward them. Hence the education o f the Grecian ladies in general, 
and particularly the Athenian, was scarcely above that o f their slaves; 
and, as we find them exhibited in lively picture, in the little treatise See also- 

upon domestic economy remaining to us from Xienophon, they were 
equally o f uninstructed minds, and unformed manners.

To the .deficiencies to which women of rank were thus condemned, 
by custom which the new political circumstances of the country had 
superinduced upon the better .manners of the heroic ages  ̂ was owing 
that comparative superiority, through, which some »of the Grecian 
courtezans attained extraordinary renown. Carefully instructed in 
every elegant accomplishment, and, from early years, accustomed to.

B 3 - converse

Lysias 
against 
Dibgeitnn.

    
 



Ptut. vit. 
Peric.
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eonverse among men, and men o f the highest rank and most improved
talents, if they possessed understanding it became cultivated; and ta
their houses men resorted, not meerly in the low pursuit o f sensual
pleasure, but to injoy, often in the most polished company, the charms
o f female conversation, which, with women o f rank and character, was♦
totally forbidden. Hence, at the. time of the invasion under Xerxes,, 
more than one Grecian city is said to have been in gaged in the PersiarV 
interest through the influence o f Thargelia, a Milesian courtezan, who 
was afterward raised to the throne of Thessaly.
' Aspasia was also a Milesian, the daughter o f Axiochua; for hec , 
celebrity has preserved her father’s name. W ith uncommon beauty 
were joined in Aspasia still more uncommon talents; and, with a mind 
the most cultivated, manners so decent, that, in her more advanced 
years, not only Socrates professed to have learned eloquence from her, 
hut, as Plutarch relates, the ladies of Athens used to accompany their 
husbands to her house for. the instruction o f her conversation. Pericles 
became her passionate admirer, and she attached herself to him during 
his life according to Plutarch he divorced his wife, with whom he had 

Plaii.Menon. lived on ill terms, to marry her. We are informed, on higher autho- 
' rity, that he was not fortunate in his family, his sons being mentLoned 

by Plato as youths o f mean understanding. After he was once flrmly 
established at the liead of the Athenian administration, he passed his 
little leisure from public business mostly in company wdth Aspasia and 
a few select friends; avoiding that extensive society* in which the Athe
nians in general delighted, and seldom seen by the people, but in the 
exercise o f some public oflice,. or speaking in the general assembly : a« 
reserve perhaps as. advantageous to him, as the contrary conduct was 
necessary to the ambitious -who were yet but aspiring at greatness, or 
to the wealthy without power, who desired security to their property.

Policy united with natural inclination to induce- Pericles to patronize 
the arts, and call forth their finest productions for the admiration and- 
delight of the Athenian people. The Athenian people were the despotic 
soverein ; Pericles the favorite and minister, whose business it M'as to- 
indulge the soverein’s caprices that he might direct their measures  ̂
and he bad the skill often to direct even their caprices. That, fine tastes

which,

& Alfiib. J. 
p . l lS .  t. 2.
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which he possessed eminently, was in some degree general among the 
Athenians; and the gratification of that fine taste was one mean by 
M'hich he retained his influence. Works were undertaken, according 
to the expression of Plutarch, in whose time they still remained perfect, 
of stupendous magnitude, and in form and grace inimitable; all calcu
lated for'the accommodationj or in some way for the gratification, o f 
the multitude. Pheidias was superintendant'of the works: under him 
many architects and artists were employed, whose merit intitled them' 
to fame with posterity, and of whose labors (such is the hardness o f  the 
Attic marble, their principal material, and the mildness of the Attic 
atmosphere) relics which have escaped the violence o f men, still after 
the lapse o f more than two thousand years, exhibit all the perfection o f 
design, and even of workmanship, which earned that fame.

Meanwhile Pheidias himself was executing works-of statuary which- 
were; while tliej' lasted, the admiration o f succeeding times. Nor do£s 
the testimony to these works, which are now totally,, or almost totally  
lost, rest meerly upon Grecian report; for the Romans, when in pos
session o f all the most exquisite productions of Grecian art, scanty 
relics o f which have excited the wonder and formed the taste of modern 
ages, were at a loss to express their admiration o f the sublimity o f the 
works of Pheidias. ' When such was- the perfection o f the art of sculp
ture, it were a solecism to suppose that the sister art o f painting could 
be mean, since the names of Panaenus, kinsman of Pheidias, and Zeuxis 
and Parrhasius, cotemporaries, remained always among the most cele- ‘ 
brated o f the Grecian school. A t the same time the chaste sublimity 
of the great tragic poets jEschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, and that 
extraordinary mixture, o f the most elegant satire with the grossest, 
buffoonery, the old comedy, as it is called, were alternately exhibited 
in immense theaters, at the public- expenee, and for the amusement of, 
the whole people.

Thus captivating tlie Athenians by their relish for matters of taste- 
and their passion for amusement, Pericles confirmed his authority, 
principally by that great instrument for' the management of a people;, 
his eloquence: but this was supported by unremitted assiduity in- 
public bujsiness, and evident superiority’o f capacity for the conduct of;

it h
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i t ; and,' above all, by an ostentatious integrity.- The whole Athenian 
cominomvealth tints, with , all its appurtenances, or, in the words o f 
cotemporary authors, revenues, armies, fleets, ilands, the sea, friend
ships and alliances with' kings and various potentates, and influence 
that, commanded several Grecian states and many barbarous nations, 
all were in ,a manner bis possession. Plutarch says that, while thus, 
during fifteen years, ruling the Atlieniari empire,.so strict and scrupu
lous ivas his-economy in bis private affairs,'that he neither increased nor 
diminished his paternal estate by a single drachma: but, According to 
the more probable assertion, and higher authority o f Isocrates, bis 
private estate suffered in maintaining bis public importance, so that 
be left it less to bis sous than he bad received it from his father.

But the political power of Pericles resting on the patronage, which 
he professed,-of democracy, he.was obliged to allow much, and even to 
bear much, th at'a  better constitution would have put under more 
restraint. Such, under his administration, was the popular licentious
ness, that the comic poets did not fear to vent, in the public theaters, 
the grossest jokes upon his person, the severest invectives against bis 
administration, and even the most abominable calumnies upon bis 
character. His connection with Aspasia was not likely to escape their 
satire.- She was called, on the public stage, the Ompbale o f her time, 
the Dei'aneira, and even the Juno. Many circumstances o f the admi
nistration of Pericles were 'malevolently attributed to her influence, and 

% iucb gross abuse and much improbable calumny was vented against 
both o f them. I t  would indeed be scarcely possible to distinguish 
alm osfany truth amid the licentiousness o f  wit, and the violence, net 
to say the'atrociousness, o f party-spirit at Athens,had we not generally, 
for this interesting, period o f history, the guidance o f a cotemporary 
author, Thucydides son o f  Olorus ; o f uncommon abilities and still 
more uncommon impartiality, and whose ample fortune, great Connec
tions, and high situation in the commonwealth, opened.to him superior 
means o f information.- For. what is omitted in the concise review of 
Grecian affairs, which he has prefixed to his history o f  the Pelopon
nesian war, we have sometimes some testimony from Xenophon, Plato,, 
Aristotle, Isocrates, or the prathrs. *To later writers, when not in some 
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■ degree supported by these, it is seldom safe to trust. ' Ssmetimes they 
have adopted reports carelessly; and often, as we find Plutarch fre-* 
quently ackno^v•leging, they have been unable to. unravel truth amid 
contradiction and improbability. Indeed Plutarch, tho often extremely 
negligent, is j êt often, and especially for the life o f Pericles,'our best 
assistant. ■ He frequently quotes his authorities; and where unbiassed 
by some evident prejudice, he is generally impartial.

We may then trust the united authorities of. Thucydides, Isocrates, 
and Plutarch, notwithstanding the vague accusations reported, by Dio
dorus and others, that the .clear integrity of Pericles, not less than the 
wisdom o f his public conduct, was his. shield against the scurrility of 
the comic poets, so adapted to make impression on the popular mind,' as- 
well as against every effort of the opposing orators h One great point; 
however o f  his policy was to keep the people always either amused or 
employed. .D uring peace an exercising squadron o f  sixty trireme 
galiies was sent out for eight months in every year. Nor was this 
without a farther use than meerly in gaging the attention of the people, 
and maintaining the navy in vigor. Himself occasionally took the 
command f  and sailing among the distant dependencies o f the em
pire, settled .disputes between them, and confirmed the power and. 
extended the influence o f  Athens. The Aigean and the Propontis 
Aid not bound his voyages: he peire'trated into the Euxine; and 
finding the distant Grecian settlement of Sinope divided between.,, 
Timesileos, "who affected the tyranny, and an opposing party, he left 
there Lamachus with thirteen ships," and a body o f landforces, with 
whose assistance to the popular side the tyrant and those of his faction 
were expelled. Their houses and property, apportioned into six hundred, 
lots, were offered to so many Athenian citizens; and volunteers were 
not wanting to go upon such conditions to settle at Sinope. To dis- 
burthen the government at home, by providing advahtagedns estab- 
lishmeilts, in distant parts, for the poor and discontented among-; the 
soverein citizens o f Athens, was-a policy often resorted to by Pericles.

'  The expressiou of Thucydides is. of that 
forcible kind. whith is almgst peculiar to 
him, and to which his character gives an ad
ditional weight that it would hardly have

from any other w r i t e r Swa-Ai
ut ru. ri rj! T»
hafcctaf Thucyd. 1. 2.
c. 65.
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We have already seen him conducting a colony to flie Thracian Cher- 
•sonese ; aud it was during his administration, in the same year, accord^ 
,ing to Oi.qdoruS) in which the thirty years truce was concluded, that 
the deputation came from the Thessalian adventurers, who had been 
<expelled by the Crotoniats from their attempted establishment in the 
elesei'ted territory o f Sybaris, in consequence o f which the colony was 
established, under his patronage, with which Herodotus and Lysias 
settled at Thurium.

Plutarch has attributed to Pericles a noble project, unnoticed bj’ any 
earlier extant author, but worthy o f his capacious mind, and otherwise 
also bearing some characters o f  authenticity and truth. I t  was no less 
than, to unite all Greece under one great federal government, o f  which 
Athens should be the capital., But the immediate and direct avowal o f 
isuch a purpose \imuld be likely to raise jealousies so numerous and 
extensive, as to form insuperable obstacles to the execution. The 
religion o f the nation, tho even in this every town, and almost every 
family claimed something peculiar to itself, was yet that alone in which 
the Grecian people universally claimed a clear common interest. In 
the vehemence o f public alarm, during the Persian invasion, vows had 
been in some places made to the gods, for sacrifices, to an extent beyond 
what the votaries, Ayhen blessed with delivrerance beyond hope, were 
able to perform • and some temples, destroyed by the invaders, pro
bably also from the scantiness of means o f those in w hose territories 
they had stood, were not yet restored. Taking these circumstances 
then for his ground, Pericles proposed that a congress o f  deputies from 
every republic of the natioii should be assembled at Athens, for the 
purpose first, o f inquiring concerning vows for the safety o f  Greece 
yet nnperformed, and temples, .injured by the barbarians, not yet 
restored; and then of proceeding to concert measiues for the lasting 
security o f navigation in the Grecian seas, and for the presentation 
o f peace by land also between all the states composing the- Greek 
nation; The naval question, but still more the ruin wdiich, in the 
Persian invasion, had befalleil Northern Greece, and especially 
Attica, while Peloponnesus had felt ftpthing o f its evils, gave pre
tension for Athens to take the lead in the business. On the motion, 
o f  Pericles, a decree o f the Athenian people directed the appointment

o f
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of rniriisters, to invite every Grecian state to send Its deputies. Plutarch^ 
rarely attentive to political information, lias not at all indicated what 
attention was shown, or what participation proposed, for I.acedsemon. 
His prejudices indeed we find very generally adverse to the Lacedemo
nian government, and favoring* the Athenian democracy. But, judging 
from the friendship which, according to the authentic information o f 
Thucydides, subsisted between Pericles and Archidamus, king o f Lace- 
dannon, through life, it is little likely that, in putting forward the 
project for the peace of Greece, Pericles would have proposed anything 
derogatory to the just w'eight and dignity of Sparta; which would 
indeed have been, with the pretence o f the purpose o f peace, only to 
have put forward a project o f contest. Pericles, when he formed his 
coalition wdth Cimon, seems to have entered heartily into the ihlarged. 
views o f that great man, and with the hope .that, through their coali
tion, both the oligarchal and the democratical powers in Athens might 
be held justly balanced, had early in view to establish the peace o f 
Greece on a union between Athens and Lacedsmon. - It is howevef 
evident, from the narrative' o f Thucydides, that Archidamus rarely 
could direct the measures o f the Lacedsemonian government. On a 
view of all infoi*mation then it seems most probable that the project o f 
Pericles was concerted with Archidamus; and. that the opposition o f 
those in Lacedaemon of an adverse faction, concurred with opposition 
from those in Athens, w*ho apprehended injury to their interest from a 
new coalition with the aristocratical party, to compel the great pro
jector to abandon his magnificent and beneficent purpose in a stage 
so early, that it was no object for the notice o f the able and accurate 
totemporary historian, in that valuable abridgement o f early Grecian 
history which precedes bis narrative of the Peloponnesian war.

Von. II.
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S E C T I O N  II.

War between Samos and M iletus: Interference o f  Athens : Armament 
under Pericles: Samos taken. Funeral Solemnity at A thens in 
honor o f the Slain in their Country's Service.

P e a c e  between Lacedaemon and Athens M'as indispensable toward 
the quiet o f the rest o f  the nation, but, in the want o f such a 
union as Pericles had projected, was unfortunately far from insuring 
it; and when war began any where, tho among the most distant settle
ments o f the Grecian people, how far it m ight extend was not to 
be foreseen. A  dispute between two Asiatic states, of the Athenian 
confederacy, led Athena into a war, which greatly indangered the 

B. C . 440 . truce made for thirty years, when it had scarcely lasted six. M iletus 
ThuIydTi 1 Samos, claiming each the sovereirity o f Priene, itself origi- 
«?. 115. nally a free Grecian commonwealth, asserted their respective pre

tensions by arms. The Milesians,  ̂ not till they were suffering under 
defeat, applied to Athens for redress, as o f a flagrant injury done them. 

-The usual feuds within every Grecian state furnished assistance to 
their clamor; for, the aristocracy prevailing at that time in 3amos, 
the leaders o f the democratical party joined the enemies o f  their 

- country, in accusing the proceedings o f its government before the
Athenian people. The opposition at Athens maliciously imputed the 
measures, which followed, to the weak compliance 6f Pericles w ith 
the solicitations o f Aspasia, in favor o f her native c ity ; but it appears, 
clearly from Thucydides, that ho such motive was necessary : the 
Athenian government would o f course take connisance o f the cause ; 
and'such a requisition as might be-expected, was accordingly sent 
to the Samian administration, to answer by deputies at Athens to  
the charges urged against them. The Samians, unwilling to submit 
their claim to the arbitration o f those vvho they knew were always 
systematically adverse to the arislocratical interest, refused to send any 

la  . deputies.
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deputies. A  fleet of forty trireme gallies, however, brought them to 
immediate submission; their government was changed to a democracyy 
in which those who had headed the opposition of course took the lead ; 
and to insure permanent acquiescence from the aristocratical party, 
fifty men and fifty boys, of the first families o f the Hand, were taken as 
hostages, and placed under an Athenian guard in the iland of Lemnos.

What Herodotus mentions, as an observation applicable generally,
We may readily believe was on this occasion experienced in Samos,
* that the lower people were most unpleasant associates to the nobles*.’
A  number o f these, unable to support the oppression to which they 
found themselves e.xposed, quitted the iland, and applied to Pissuthnes, 
satrap o f Sardis, from whom they found a favorable rr-'-eption. At the 
same time they maintained a correspondence v'ith those o f their party 
remaining in Samos, and they ingaged in their interest the city of 
Byzantium, itself a subject-ally o f Athens. Collecting then about 
seven hundred auxiliary, soldiers, they crossed by night the narrow , 
channel which separates Samos, from the continent, and , being joined 
by their friends, they surprized and overpowered the new administra
tion. Without delay they proceeded to Lemnos, and so well con
ducted their enterprize, that they carried off their hostages, together 
with the Athenian guard set over them. To win moie effectually the 
favor of the satrap, the Athenian prisoners were presented to him.
Receiving then assurance of assistance from Byzantium, and being not 
without hopes from Lacedasmon, they prepared to prosecute their suc
cess by immediately undertaking an e.xpedition against Miletus.

Information of these transactions arriving quickly at Athens, Pericles, Thucyd. I. i
• Avith nine others, according to the antient military constitution, joined 
with him in command, hastened to Samos with a fleet of sixty trireme 
galleys. Sixteen o f these were detached, some to Chios and Lesbos, 
to require the assistance of the squadrons o f those ilands, the rest to 
the Carian coast, to'look out for a Phenician fleet in the Persian service,
Avhich was expected to support the Sarnians. Pericles with the remain
ing forty-four ships met the Samian fleet o f seventy, returning from 
Miletus, and defeated it. Being soon after joined by forty more

Herod. 1. 7. c. 155.

c, 116', 117.
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gallics from Athens, and twenty-five from Chios and Lesbos, die 
debarked his infantry on the iland o f Samos, and laid siege to the' 
city o f the same name, by land and sea. Intelligence meanwhile 
arriving that the fleet from Phenicia was approaching, Pericles went 
writh sixty o f his gallies to Caunus in Caria; apparently apprehensive 
for his small squadron there. The Samians, under the conduct o f  the 
able Melissus, (who, as was not unusual in that age, united the charac
ters o f philosopher and military commander) hastened to profit from his 
absence. Issuing unexpectedly from the harbor with their fleet, th e j  
attacked the Athenian naval camp, which was unfortified, destroyed 
the ships stationed as an advanced guard ’, and then defeated the rest 
o f the fleet, hastily formed for action against them. Becoming thus 
masters of the sea, during fourteen days they had all opportunity for 
Carrying supplies into the town.

Meanwhile an assembly o f deputies from the states of the Pelopon-* 
nesian confederacy Was held at Sparta, to consider whether the aristo- 
cratical party in Samos should be protected in v^hat, according to 
Grecian political tenets ̂ extensively held in that age, waa rebellion 
The Corinthians, yet weak from the consequences o f their last w ar 
with Athens, principally decided the assembly to the rejection o f  the 
proposal. Indeed, unless an invasion of A ttica by land might have 
been effectual, the confederacy had not means to carry it into exe
cu tio n ; for its naval strength was very unequal to a contention with 
that o f Athens.

The Samians, thus disappointed o f assistance from Peloponnesus, 
were weakly supported by the satrap, and the promised succour from 
Byzantium was delayed. The return o f Pericles therefore compelled 
them to confine themselves within their harbor: and shortly a rein
forcement arrived to him, which might have inabled a  less skilful

* 7 hi taSf: for_ which may
be consulted Scheffer’s treatise de Militiff 
Navali, 1. 3, C. 4. p. 108. tho he-is not vC.ry 
satisfactory. I would not however under- 
v^tie his laborious compilation, which may 
often guard against the supposition of what, 
was not, where it fails to inform what was. cyd. 1.1. c .4 3 .

4 Ministers from €orinlb, afterward giving

an account to the Athenian assembly of 
what liad passed at Sparta upon the occasion 
mentioned in the text, affirmed that their 
deputies had asserted the right of every 
loading city to p u n i s h  its allies: rovr
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coimnander to overbear opposition; forty gallies from Attica, under 
Thucydides*, Agnon, and Phormion, were followed by twenty more 
under Tiepolemus and Anticles, while thirty came from Chios and 
Lesbos. Tlie Samians made one vain attempt to cut off a part o f this 
formidable naval force; and then, in the ninth month froni the com
mencement o f the siege, they capitulated: their ships of war were 
sun’endered, their fortifications were destroyed, they bound themselves 
to the payment o f a sum o f money by installment for the expences of 
the war, and they gave hostages as pledges o f their fidelity to the 
sovetein commonwealth o f Athens. The Byzantines, not w;aiting the 
approach of the coercing fleet, sent their request to be readmitted t e  
their former terms of subjection, which was granted.

This rebellion,' alarming and troublesome at the time to the admi
nistration o f Athens, otherwise little disturbed the internal peace o f the 
commonwealth ; and in the event contributed rather* to strengthen its 
command over its dependencies. Pericles took occasion from if to- 
acquire fresh popularity. On the return o f the armament to Athens,, 
the accustomed solemnities in honor of those who had fallen in the war' 
were performed with new splendor; and in speaking the funeral oration, 
he exerted the powers of his eloquence very highly-to the gratification 
o f the people. As he descended from the bema, even the wmmen pre- 
.sented him w ith chaplets; an idea derived from the ceremonies o f the 
public games, where the crosvning with a chaplet was the distinction o f 
the victors, and, as something approaching to divine honor, was held 
among the highest tokens o f admiration, esteem, and respect; •.

* The historian not having,distinguished 
the Thucydides here spoken of, by the men
tion of his father’s name, it remains in doubt 
who he was. Some have supposed him the 
historian himself; others, the son of Me- 
lesias, once the opponent of Peticles, now 
reconciled to him : while others have ima

gined a third person of the name, nowhere 
else mentionedin history. No certainty can- 
be had, and the matter is hot important^, 
but the first supposition appears to me far 
the most probable. Agnon and Phormion 
become, in the course o f the history,/arthen 
known to us.    
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Affairs o f  Corcyra : Sedition at Fffidamnus: War between Corcyra 
nnd Corinth : D efect o f  the antient Ships o f  W ar : defcient Naval 
Skill o f the Peloponnesians : Sea-Fight off Actium : Accession o f  

^the Corcyroeans to the Athenian Confederacy : Sea fig h t  o ff Sybota: 
Infraction o f the Thirty-Years Truce.

T he threatened renewal o f general war in Greece having been obviated,, 
b j tlie determination o f the Peloponnesian congress not to interfere 
between the Athenians and their Asiatic allies, peace prevailed during 
the,next three years after the submission o f the Samians; or, i f  hosti
lities occurred anywhere, they were o f so little importance that na 
account o f them remains. - A  fatal spark then, raising fire in a 
corner o f the country, hitherto little within the notice o f history, the 
blaze rapidly spred over the whole, with inextinguishable fu ry; inso
much that the further history of G reece, with some splendid episodes, 
is chiefly a tale o f calamities, which the nation, in ceaseless exertions 
o f misdirected valor and genius, brought upon itself.

The iland o f Corcyra, occupied in an early age by a colony from 
Corinth; became, in process o f time, too powerful to remain a depen
dency, and, becoming independent, was too near a neighbor, and too 
tnuoh ingaged in the same course of maritime commerce, not to be the 
rival and the enemy o f its metropolis; I t  was common for the Grecian 

. colonies, even when they acknowleged no political subjection, to pay 
a reverential regard to the mother-country; holding themselves bound 

Thucyd. In  by a kind o f  religious superiority.* A t all public sacrifices and festivals, 
the citizens o f the mother-country were complimented with the pre- 

€.24, cedency; and, i f  a colony was to be sent out, it was usual to desire a
citizen of the mother-country for the leader. ThuSj it was supposed, 
the gods o f their forefathers .would still be their gods, would favor 
the enterprize, and extend their lasting protection to the settlement.

Corcyra, already populous, had not yet intirely broken its con
nection with Corinth, when the resolution was taken b y its gover- 
ment to settle n-colony on the Illyrian coast. An embassy was there

fore
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fore sent, in due form, to desire a Corinthian for the leader. Phalius, 
of a family boasting its descent frorii Hercules, was accordingly 
appointed to that honor: some Corinthians, and others o f Dorian i*ace, 
accompanied hi m; and Phalius thus became the nominal founder o f 
Epidamnus, which was however considerd as a Corcyrsean, not a 
Corinthian colony. '

But in process of time, Epidamnus, growing populous and wealthy, 
followed the example of its mother-country, asserted independency, and 
maintained the claim. Like most other Grecian cities, it was then, 
during many years, lorn by sedition ; and a war supervening with the 
neighboring barbarians, it fell much from its former florishing state..

. But the spirit o f faction remaining, in spite o f misfortune, untamed, 
the commonalty at length expelled all the higher citizens. These, 
finding refuge among the Illyrians,- ingaged with them in a predatory 
war, which M'as unremittingly carried on against the city by land 
and sea. Unable thus to rest, and nearly deprived'of meaqs even t» 
subsist, the Epidamnians in possession resolved to request assistance, 
from Coreyra. Conscious however that their state had no claim o f  
merit with the mother-country, those deputed on this business, when 
they, landed on the Hand, .instead o f presenting themselves with the 
confidence- o f public ministers, put on the usual habit o f suppliants, 
and betaking themselves to the temple of Jufto, thence addressed their 
petition. The government o f Corcyra appears to have been at this 
time aristocratical; and hence arose, with the Epidamnian ministei-s, 
the greater doubt of a favorable reception. In their petition, therefore, 
they ventured to desire nothing more than the, mediation o f their 
metropolis with their ex-pelled fellowcitizens, and protectioii against 
the barbarians; but even this humble supplication was totally rejected.

On the return of their ministers, the Epidamnians, in great distress, Thticd. 1.1., 
determined to recur to the antient resource o f desponding states, the 
Delphian oracle. Sending a solemn deputation to Delphi, they put 
the question to the god, ‘ Whether i t  Avould be proper for them to,
‘ endevor to obtain protection from Corinth, by acknowleging that city 
‘ as their metropolis, and submitting themselves accordingly to its -

‘ authority
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’  ̂autliority?’ The response djrected thein, in clear terms, to do so ; and 
a deputation was in consequence immediately sent to Corinth®.

The Corinthians were upon no friendly terms with Corcyra. The 
people o f that iland, now among the richest and most powerful o f 
Greece, had not only shaken off all political dependence upon them, 
but denied them all those honors, and compliments usually paid by 
Grecian colonies to their parent states. Animosity therefore stimulat
ing, the oracle incouraging, and the appearance o f a fair claim seeming 
moreover to justify the opportunity for making an acquisition o f 
dominiouj the Corinthians accepted the proposal of the Epidamnians. 
A  number, o f adventurers was collected to strengthen the colony ; and 
a body o f Corinthian troops, witli some Ambraciot and Leiicadian 

B, C. 436. auxiliaries, was appointed to convoy them. Fearful however o f  the 
naval force o f Corcyra,’ which far exceeded that o f Cori.nth, they passed 
by land to ‘Apollonia, and, there imbarking, proceeded by sea to 
Epidamnus.

N o  sooner was it known at Gorcyra that the Corinthians had thus 
‘taken possession o f a colony in whose affairs the Corcyrmans themselves 
had refused to inteifere, than the affair was taken up with \varm resent
ment. Twenty-five triremes were immediately dispatched, w ith a 
requisition to the Epidamnians to receive their expelled fellpwcitizens 
(for these had now been- supplicating protection from Corcyra) and 
to dismiss the Corinthian colonists and garrison. This being refused, 
a reinforcement was sent to the squadron, which, in conjunction with 
the expelled Epidamnians and the neighboring Illyrians, laid siege to 
the town.

The Corinthian government was prepared to expect such measures.

oi. II

Itiucyd.
i  1. c. 27-

. * —— - E,  DTopei^oieii K o fiy S io if t W 
«S o i i a r a t i j .—*0  J  eevroif aviTPa
tted iyjjAWce* croieJffSau Thucyd. 1. 1. C.25. 
In Thucydides’s aecouiit of the disputes 
between: Corinth, Corcyra, and Epidamnus, 
and of that which followed about Potidaa,.

have more authentic information coh- 
cernmg the proper connection between a 
Grecian colony and its jpetropoli^, than is

perhaps elsewhere to be found ; but we are 
without means of determining the exact 
import of the expressions rv>' woAir
«s and -oroiiIVfla*, and we are
equally uninfonned of the proper authority 
of those Corinthian magistrates whom we 
find, in the sequel, annually sent to the 
colony of Potidaea in Thrace.

As
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As soon therefore atj intelligence o f them was received, a proclamation.
.M'as published, offking the privileges o f a citizen o f Epidamlius to any
who would go immediately to settle there, and also to any who, Chusing
to avoid the'dangers of the present circumstances, would pay fifty
drachmas toward the expense o f the expedition. W hat the advantages
annexed to. the citizenship o f Epidamnus were we are not informed,
but an allotment o f land would jirobably make a part, and the sum to
be risked was small. Corinth abounded with rich men and poor; and
many were found to ingage pei’sonally in the adventure, and many to
pay for the chance of profit from the event. But Corinth had at this
time only thirty ships o f war, whereas Corcyra was able to put to. sea
near four times the number; being, next to Athens, the most powerful
maritime state of Greece. Application was therefore made to the
republics, with which Corinth ivas most bound in friendship, for naval
assistance. Eight ships were thus obtained from Megara, four fronl.
the Paleans o f  Cephallenia, five from-Epidaurus, one from Hermione," Thucyd. H4
two from Troezen, ten from Leucas, eight from Ambracia, and the 27. &'=•30.
Eleians lent some unmanned. Loan? of money were moreover obtained
from the Eleians, Phliasians, and Thebans.

I t  had been the settled policy o f the Corcyr^ans, ilanda’s aftd strong c. 32. & seq,, 
at sea, to iiigage in no alliances. They had avoided both the Pelopon
nesian and the Athenian confederacy ; and with this policy, they had 
hitherto prospered. But, alarmed how at the combination formed 
against them, and fearing it might still be extended, they sent ambas
sadors to Lacedaemon and Sicyon ; who prevailed so far that ministers c. 2S. 
from those two states accompanied.them to Corinth, as mediators in the 
existing differences. In presence o f these th,e Corcynean ambassadors 
proposed, to the Corinthian government, to submit the matters in dis-=- 
pute to the arbitration o f any. Peloponnesian states, on which they 
could agree; or to the Delphian oracle, which the Corinthians had 
supposed already favorable to them. The Corinthians however, now 
prepared for war, and apparently persuaded that neither Lacedgiinoit 
nor Sicyon would take any active part against them, refused to treat 
upon any equal terms, and the Corcyrsean ambassadors departed.

The Corinthians then hastened to use the force they had collected. B, C. 435̂ . 
V o l . i l  • D  ' The o l7 S i ,
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The troops were already iml)arked, when they sent a herald to Coreyra 
formally to declare w a r; a' ceremony required by custom, which, 
throughout Greece, was held sacred. But tho they would not' omit 
this, they would delay- it, till it might in the least 'possible degree 
answer its proper purpose. The armament, consisting o f seventy-five 
triremes, with two thousand heavy-armed infantry, under the command 
o f Aristeus son o f  Pellicus, then proceeded for Epidamnus. O ff Actium  
in the Anactorian territory, at the entrance o f the Ambracian gulph, 
where, as the cotemporary historian describes it, the temple o f Apollo# 
stands (a place destined to be in after-times the scene o f  more im
portant action) a Vessel came to them with a herald from Corcyra, depre
cating hostilities. The Corcyr^ans- had manned those o f their ships; 
which were already equipped, and hastily prepared some o f those less im 
readiness, when their herald returned, bearing no friendly answer.. 
With eighty galleys .they then quitted their port, met the enemy, and‘ 
gained a complete victory, destroying fifteen ships. Returnmgto Corcyra# 
they erected tlreir trophy on the headland o f Leucimnii, and they imme
diately pat to death allthcirprisdnei*s, except the Corinthians, whom they 
kept in bonds. Epidamnus surrendered to their forces on the .same day..

The opportunities now' open, for both revenge and profit# were not. 
neglected by the Corcyrsans. They first plundered the territory o f 
Leucas, a Corinthian colony,, still connected with the mother-country : 
then going to the coast o f  Peloponnesus, they burnt Cyllene, the naval 
arsenal o f E lii  Continuing nearly a year unopposed on the sea, there 
was scarcely an intermission p f their smaller’ enterprizesj-by some o f 
which-they gained,booty, by others only gave alarm, but by all toge- 

B. Ĉ  4 S4.. ther greatly distressed the Corinthians and their allies. I t  was not 
till late in the following spring that the Corinthians sent a fleet and 
some troops to Actium, to observe the motions o f the enemy,, and g iv e  
protection to their friends, whenever occasion might require. . A ll  the 
insuing summer the rival armaments M^atched oneanother w ithout 
coming to action, and on the approach o f  winter, both retired w ith ia  
their respective ports.-

But, since their misfortune off Actium, the Corinthians had b^en un
remittingly assiduous dn repairing their loss, and in preparing to revenge

it.

OL.S7. f.

Thucyd. 1.1. 
C.31.
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iti Trirenies were built, all necessaries for a fleet were largely collected, 
rowers Avere ingaged throughout Peloponnesu^ and AA'here else they 
could be obtained ,for hire: in any part of Greece. The Corcyrjeans, 
informed of these measures,-AVere uneasy, notwithstanding their past 
success, ^vilh the consideration that their commdnAA^ealth stood single,
AA'hile their enemies Avere members of an extensiA'e confederacy; o f  
Avhich, tho a part only had yet been induced to act, more poAVerful 
exertions Avere neA:erthekss to. be apprehended. In this state of things 
it' appeared necessary to abandon their antient policy, and to  seek 
alliances.' Thucydides gives us to understand that they Avould haA>'e Thucyd. 1.1. 
preferred the Peloponnesian to .th e  Athenian confederacy; induced, 
apparently, both by their kindred origin, and their kindred form of  
government. But they AV’̂ ere precluded from it by the circumstances 
of the existing AA'ar, Corinth being one of its most considerable mem
bers ; and there Avas no hope that Lacedeemon could be ingaged in 
measures hostile to so old and useful an ally. I t  \Âas therefore deter- c.st. 
mined to send an embassy to negotiate alliance Avith Athens.

' A measure of this kind, among the antient commonwealths, if  they 
had any. mixture of democracy, Avas unavoidably public; and.this is 
one among the’ circumstances favorable to, antient history, Avhich 
counterbalaiice the Avant of some advantages open to  the historians of  
modern ages, Gazettes Avere then unknown ; records and state writings 
Avere comparatively; few ; party-intrigues indeed abounded ; but.public 
measures were publicly decided; and some o f the principal historians 
Avere statesmen and, generals, bred to a knowlege of politics and Avar, 
and possessing means, through their rank and situation, of knoAving 
also the facts Avhich they related. Such particularly was Thucy
dides, son of Olorus, Avho has transmitted to us the transactions of the. 
times Avith which Avê , are noAV ingaged. N o sooner then, as aâc learn 

• from him, 'was the purpose of the Corcyr®ans known at Corinth;- 
than ambassadors Avere sent thence also to Athens, to remonstrate; 
against it. .  ‘

The Athenian people Avere assembled to receive the tAvo embassies, each 
o f Avhich, in presence of the other, made its proposition in a formal ora-, 
tion. The point to be determined Avas highly critical for Athens. A truce

0 2 - existed
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fixisted, but not a peace, with a confederacy, inferior indeed in naval 
force, but far superior by land ; and Attica, a  continental territory, was 
open to attack by land. That recent circumstance in the Samian 
war,, the assembling o f a congress at Sparta, for the purpose o f consider
ing whether the Samians, an Ionian people, a colony from Athens, and 
members o f the Athenian alliance, should-not be supported in ya r  
against their metropolis, the head o f their confederacy, could -but 
weigh in the mjn’ds o f the Athenian people. The meer summoning o f 
such an assembly, to discuss such a question, strongly indicated the 
disposition o f a powerful party at least in the Lacedaemonian confe
deracy; and the determination o f the question, in the negative, demon
strated a present unreadiness, principally among the Corinthians for the 
jeiiewal of hostilities, from which they had lately suffered, rather than 
any friendly disposition to Athens. The security o f Athens rested prin
cipally on her maritime superiority. But.Corcyra was, next to Athens, 
the most powerful by sea o f the Grecian republics; and to prevent the 
accession o f its maritime strength, through alliance, or through con
quest, to the Peloponnesian confederacy, was highly important. In 
the articles o f  the truce, moreover, it was expressly stipulated, that 

<5.35. & 40. any Grecian state, not y e t a member o f either‘confederacy, m ight at 
pleasure be admitted to either. But, notwithstanding this, it was little' 
less than certain, that, in the present circumstances, an alliance with 
Gorcyra must lead to a rupture with the Peloponnesians ; and this con
sideration occasioned much suspence in the minds o f  the Athenians. 
Tw ice the assembly was held to debate the question. On the first day, 
the arguments o f the Corinthian ambassadors had so fat effect that 
nothing; w'as decided: on the second, the question was carried for the 
alliance with Cotcyra.

Thucydides gives no information what part Pericles took in this 
-fmportant'and difficult conjuncture. I f  it was impoffible, as it seems 
to have been, to establish secure peace with Lacedasmnn, it  would 
become the leader o f  the affairs o f  Athens to provide for maintaining 
future w ar; for strengthening the Athenian, and obviating acces
sion o f strength to the Lacedaemonian confederacy. But. we are 
enough infonned that Pericles would be further pressed by other cir

cumstances.

«. 44.
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cumstances. The difficulty o f keeping civil order in a community o f 
lordly beggars, such as the Athenian people were, which had driven 
Cimon, in advanced years, to end his life in distant enterprize, we 
shall find, in the sequel, a difficulty for which, even in speculation, the 
wisest politicians were unable to propose any remedy, beyond, finding 
the fittest objects for restless ambition. It is therefore everyway likely 
that Plutarch had ground for asserting, that the eloquence of Pericles 
was employed to promote the decision to which the people came. The 
character o f the measure taken, in pursuance o f the decision, may 
seem to indicate the wisdom of Pericles, guiding the business: with 
all other states o f the confederacy the alliance was oflTensive and 
defensive; with Corcyra it was for defence only. Meanwhile the 
earnestness with which the Corinthians persevered in their purpose o f 
prosecuting the war against the Corcyraeans,. now to be supported by 
the power o f Athehs, appears to mark confidence in support, on their 
side, from the Lacedasmonian confederacy; some members o f which 
indeed were evidently of ready zeal. The Corinthians increased their 
own trireme galleys to ninety. The Elcians, resenting the burning o f 
Cyllene; had exerted themselves in naval preparation, and sent ten 
triremes completely manned to join  them. Assistance from Megara,
Leucas, and Anibracia, made theip whole fleet a hundred and fifty : 
the crews would hardly he less than forty thousand men. With this 
large force they sailed to Cheimeriop, a port of Thesprotia, overagainst 
Corcyra, Avherej according to the practice of the'Greeks, they , formed 
their naval camp. • ^

The Athenian government, meamvhile, desirous to confirm their J. 
new alliance, yet still anxious to avoid a rupture with the Peloponnesian ’ 
confederacy, had sent ten triremes to Corcyra, under the command o f 
Lacedsemonius son of Ciriion; but with orders not to fight, ufiless a 
descent should be made on the iland, or any of its towns should be 
attacked. The Corcyrgeans, on receiving intelligence that the enemy 
was approaching, put to sea with a hundred and ten triremes, exclusive i. i. c. 4/. 
o f  the Athenian, and formed their naval camp on one of the small 
ilets called Sybota, the Sowleas or Sowpastures, between their own 
iland and the main. Their kndforces at the same time, with a thou- '

sand
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sand auxilliaries frpm Zacynths/incamped on.the lieadland o f Lucim ne 
in Corcyra, to be prepared against invasioli; .while;tlie barbarians o f 
the continent, long since friendly to Ocwiiith, . assembled, in . large 
numbers on the opposite coast.. ■ , : , »

The necessity among the antients for debarking, cjontlnually t(j 
incamp their cre\ys, arose from, the make o f their ships o f war.. T o 
obtain that most valuable property for their'manner o f naval action, 
swiftness in rowing,.burden ,\vas excluded : insomuch thaknot only they 
could not carry any stock o f provisions,, but the numerous crews could 
neither sleep nor even eat. conveniently aboard., .When thei Corinthians 
quitted the port o f Cheimerion, with the purpose o f bringing the 
Corcyimau'fleet to action, they took three'days .provision; which 
Thucydides .seems;tp have thought a circumstance;for notice, because 
it ;appears vto have been the practice of the Athenians, when action M'as 
expected,..hardly tn iHoumben theniselves with ,a meal, k lovin g  in 
the night, the Corinthians, with the danm, perceived the Corcyrasan 
fleet apiKOaching. Both prepared immediately to ingage. So great a 
number o f ships had never before, met i.n any action between Greeks 
and Greeks. • The onset was vigorous; and the. battle was maintained, 
on either side, %ith much courage but little skill. Both Corcyraean 
and.Corinthian ŝhips were equipped in the antient manner, very inarti- 
ficially. ‘ The decks were crouded with soldiers, some heavy-armed, 
some with missile weapons ; and the action, in the eye o f the Athenians, 
trained in the discipline o f Theipjstocles; resembled, a,battle o f infantry 
rathei’ than a sea-fight. Once ingagerl, the number and throng o f  the 

- vessels rnade free motion impossible: nor was there any attempt at the 
rapid evolution of the diecplus, as it was called, for piercing the enemy’s 
linciand dashing away his oai’sj the gi eat objects o f the improved naval 
tactics; hdt the event depended, as o f old*, chiefly upon the heavy
armed soldiers who fought on the decks. Tum ult and confusion thus 
prey^^jling everywhere, Lacedremonius, restrained by his orders fi’om 
fighting, gave yet some assistance to the Corcyrasahs, by showing 
himself wherever he saw them particularly pressed, and alarming their- 
enemies. The Corcyra^ans were, in the left o f their line, successful;- 

• twenty o f their ships put to flight the Megariaas and Ambraciots who
were
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were oppoted to them, pursued to the shore, and, debarking, plundered 
and burnt the naval camp. But the Corinthians, in the other wing, 
had meanwhile been gaining an advantage, which became decisive 
through the imprudent forwardness o f th,e victorious Co'rcyrfEans. The 
Athenians now endevored, by more etfectual assistance to their allies, 
to prevent a total rout: but disorder was already too'prevalent, and

23

advantage o f numbers too great against them. The Corinthians
pressed their success; the Corcyrjeans fled, the Athenians became 
mingled among them ; and in the confusion o f a running fight, ' acts 
o f hostility unavoidably passed between the Athenians and Corinthians. 
The'defeated: however soon reached their own shore, tvhither the con
querors did not think proper to follow,.
- In the action several galleys had been sunk; most by the Corin- Thncyd. 1. 1;. 

thiaiis, but some by the victorious part o f the Corcyraean fleet. The ’ 
crews had recourse, as usual, to their boats ; and itAvas common for 
the conquerors, when they could, sei^e any o f these, to take them in 
tow and make the men prisoners :, but the Corinthians, in the first 
moment o f success, gave no quarter ; , and, unaware o f  the disaster o f 
the fight o f their fleet, in the hurry, and confusion o f the occasion, not 
easily distinguishing between. Greeks and Greeks, inadvertently de
stroyed many of their unfortunate friends.. When the pursuit ceased, 
and they had collected whatever thej  ̂ could recover o f the wrecks and 
of their dead, they carried them to a desert harbour, not distant, on the 
Thesprotian coast, called, like the neighboring ilets, Sybota; and 
depositing them under-the care o f  their barbarian allies, who were 
there incamped, they returned, on the afternoon o f the same. day .̂ 
with the purpose o f renewing attack upon the Corcyrrean fleet.

The Corc3W£eans meanwhile had been considering the probable con* 
sequences of. leaving the enemy masters of the sea. They dreaded 
descents upon their. Hand, and the ravage o f their lands.  ̂ The return of 
their victorious squadron gave them new spirits Lacedmmonius incou- 
raged them with assurance that, since hostilities had already passed, he 
would no longer, scruple to afford them his utmost s uppor t and they 
resolved upon the bold measure o f quitting their port, and *tho, evening 
was. already tapproaching, again' giviugv.the ■ ehemy .battle.; Instantly

they.
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they proceeded to put this in execution. The peean, the song o f  battle, 
was already sung, when the Corinthians began suddenly to retreat. 
The Corcyrasans were at a loss immediately to account for th is ; but 
presently they discovered a squadron coming round a headland, which 
had concealed it longer from them than from the enemy. Still uncer
tain whether it might be friendly or hostile, they also retreated into 
their port; but shortly, to their" great jo y, twenty triremes under 
Glaucon and Andocides, sent frorn Attica in the apprehension that the 
small force under Lacedaemonius might be unequal to the occurring 
exigencies, took their station by them.

N ext day the Corcyrreans did not hesitate, w hh the thirty Athenian 
ships, for none of those un^cr Lacedaemonius had suffered materially 
In the action, to show themselves off the harbour o f Sybota, .where 
the enemy lay, and offer battle. The Corinthians came out o f  the 
harbour, formed for action, and so rested. They were not desirous o f 
risking an ingagement against the increased strength o f the enemy, but 
they could not remain conveniently.in the station they had occupied, 
a desert shore, where they could neither refit their injured ships, nor 
recruit their stock o f provisions ; and they were incumbered with more 
than a thousand prisoners; a very inconvenient addition to the crowded 
complements o f their galleys. Their object therefore was to return 
hom e: but they were apprehensive that the Athenians, holding the 
truce as broken by the action o f the preceding day, would not allow 
an umholested passage. I t  was therefore determined to try their 
disposition, by sending a small vessel, with a message to the Athenian 
commanders, without the formality o f a herald. This was a service 
not without danger; for those of the Corcynnans, who were near 
enough to observe what passed, exclaimed, in the vehemence o f  their 
animosity, ‘ that the bearend should be put to death;’ Avhich, consider
ing them as enemies, would have been within the law o f war o f  the 
Greeks. The Athenian commanders, however, thought proper to  hold 
a different conduct. To the message delivered, tvhich accused them 
o f breaking the truce by pbstructing the passage to Coreyra, they  
replied, ‘ that it was not their purpose to break the truce, but only to 
‘ protect their allies. Wherever else the Corinthians chose to go, th ey 

2 ‘ m ight ■
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‘ might go without interruption from them; but any attempt against 
* Corcyra, or any oF its possessions, would be resisted by the Athenians 
‘ to the utmost o f their power.’

Upon receiving this answer, the Corinthians, after erecting a trophy Thucyd, i, i, 
at Sybota on the continent, sailed homeward. In their way, they took ‘ ’ 
by stratagem Anactorium, a town' at the mouth o f the Arnbracian 
gulph, which had' formerly been,held in common by their common
wealth and the Corcyr^ans; and leaving a garris’bn there, proceeded 
to Corinth. O f their prisoners they found near eight hundred had 
been slaves, and these they sold. The remainder, about two hundred 
and fifty, were strictly guarded, but otherwise treated with the utmost, 
kindness. Among them were some of the first, men o f Corcyra; and 
through these the Corinthians hoped, at some future opportunity, to 
recover their antient interest and authority in the iland.

The Corcyrteans, meanwhile, had gratified themselves with the 
erection of a trophy on the iland Sybota, as a claim o f victory, in 
opposition to the Corinthian trophy on the continent. The Athenian 
fleet returned home; and thus ended, without any treaty, that series o f 
action which is distinguished by the name of the Corcyrzean, or, some
times, the Corinthian war.

S E C T I O N  l Y.

Summary View o f  the History o f  Macedonia. War o f  Athens with 
Macedonia : Enmity o f Corinth to Athens: Revolt o f  Athcniaii 
Dependencies in Thrace: Battle and Siege o f  Potidcea.

T he cotemporary historian has strongly marked the difficulties of those 
Avho might have desired to guide the soverein people o f Athens in the 
paths o f peace and moderation. The Corcyrsean war was far too small 
an object for their gloAving ininds: the view toward Sicily and the c. 44. 
adjacent Italian shores were fondly looked to for new enterprize. Nor 
was it intended to stop there. Where spoil allured no difficulty daunted ;■  ?ericl. 
and the wild vision of conquest was extended from Calabria to Tus- 

VoL. II. ' - E  cany,
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cany, and from Sicily to Carthage. Pericles enclevored to repress this- 
extravagant and dishonest ambition; and his view v’as assisted by 
circumstances tvhich necessarily ingaged attention nearer home.

The towns which the Athenians held under their dependency on the 
northern shores of the iEgean, some highly valuable for their mines of 
gold and silver, olhtrs furnishing the principal supplies o f naval timber, 
.and all paying some tribute, gave Athens a near interest in the affairs 
o f M a c e d o n i a . T h at country, peopled by the same Pelasgian race 
which principally gave origin’To the Greeks, and, brought afterward 
under the dominion o f a Grecian colony,"claimed always to be apart 
o f Greece. Its history how’ever, as that o f most other Grecian states, 
is almost only known through connection with Athenian history. 
Thucydides, who must have had superior opportunity, appears to have 
been able to discover little more than the genealogy o f its kings, down
ward from Perdiccas, who was ancestor in the seventh degree to A lex
ander son o f Amyntas, the reigning prince at the time of the invasion 
o f Greece under Xerxes. ,

Thucydides and Herodotus agree in ascribing the foundation o f  the- 
Macedonian.monarchy to Perdiccas ; but later writers have given the 
honor to a prince whom they call Caranus, and whose grandson they 
reckon Perdiccas. W e cannot but doubt this addition to the pedigree 
o f the Macedonian kings, when opposed by the united authority of 
Herodotus and Thucydides, almost within whose m_emory that pedigree 
had been judicially discussed at the Olympian meeting V  Three 
brothers, according to Herodotus, Heracleids ofthe branch o f  Temenus, 
o f W'̂ 'ora Gavanes was the eldest, and Perdiccas the youngest, passed 
from Argos into Macedonia, where the latter acquired the isovereinty ; 
and It seems not improbable that the ingenuity o f chronologers, with a 
little alteration o f the name, has converted the elder brother into the 
grandfather*. The founder o f tl:̂ e Macedonian royal family however 
-H as, according to every account, an Argiaii, descended from Temenus

'   ̂ Thus the learned and generaltyjudicious began to reignSl't years before the Christian 
Henry Dodwell:, Tres Hlos reges Emebktnos' »ra, and 36 before the first Olympiad j Per-
rescindendos arbkror. Annal, fbucyd. ad, 

» ann. A. C. 4-54.
* According to the cbrOnologCrs Caranus

diecas 729 years before the Christian sera, 
in the fourth year o f the J 2th Olympiad.
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the Heracleid, wheiTce the princes of that family were commonly called 
Temenids. By a series of adventures, o f which romantic, reports only Herod. 1. 8. 
remain, he acquired command among the Macedonians; a Pelasgian 
clan, who held the inland province o f iEmathia, otherwise called 
Macedonia proper, to the north o f Thessaly, and then esteemed a part 
of Thrace. ‘

The Macedonian name, according to fable, fabricated however, Schol. ad 

apparently, in a late age, had its origin from Macedon, son o f Jupiter ’ 
and .^thria. How the followers: o f Perdiccas came to assume it, and 
by what wars or what policy they acquired extensive dominion, we have 
no preci.se information ; ’but circumstances'are not wanting whence to 
deduce some probable corijecture. Tlie innumerable clans who shared 
that extensive continent, being in a state o f perpetual warfare among 
oneanother, the situation of the Macedonians, when the Argive adven
turers arrived among them, might be such as, to make them glad to 
associate strangers, whose skill in arms and general knowlege were 
superior to their own. While civil and military preeminence were 
therefore yielded to the new comers, and royalty became, established in 
the family o f their chief, the name o f the antient inhabitants, as the 
more numerous, remained. In the course of si.x or seven reigns the 
Macedonians extended their dominion over the neighboring provinces 
ofPieria, Bottiaea, Mygdonia, part o f Pmonia, Eordia, Almopia, Anthe- Xhucyd. 1:2. 
mous, Grestonia, ajid Bisaltia; all, together with dEmathia or Mace
donia proper, forming what acquired tire name of Lower Macedonia, 
which extended from mount Olympus to the river Strymon. The people 
o f some of these provinces were exterminated, o f some extirpated; 
some .were admitted to the condition o f subjects, and some probably 
reduced do dayery. The expelled Pierians established themselves in 
Thrace; at the foot of mount Pangmus; the Botti^ans found a settle
ment nearer their former home, in a tract on the borders o f Chalcidice,

•which- Thucydides distinguishes by the name of Bottica. Lyncestis 
and Eleimiotis, with some other inland and mountainous provinces, 
each retaining its own prince, yet acknowleging the sovereility o f the 
iVJacedonian kings, became known by the name o f Upper Macedonia.

While wars almost unceasing with savage neighbors, and frequent
E 2 • ■ rebellions

c. 99‘
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rebellions o f conquered subjects, prevented the pro'gress o f civilization 
among the JMacedonrans, the weakness o f the prince and the wants of 
the people concurred to incorage Grecian establishments on the coast; 
o f which however the principal, those o f Chalcidice and the three 
peninsulas, •had been made probably before tlie Macedonian kingdom  
had acquired any considerable extent. But in so little estimation was 
Macedonia held, by the Greeks at the time o f the Persian wars, that 
Avhen, in his father’s lifetime, Alexander son of Amjmtas offered himself 
as a competitor for the prize o f the-stadion at the Olympian games, it 
Avas objected to him that he was a barbarian. The prince however 
proving himself not only a Greek, but a fjeracleid o f the race of 
Temenus, was'admitted by the-Hellanodics, with the approbation o f 
the assembly ; and that illustrious origin o f the royal family o f M ace
donia, fully acknowleged by both Herodotus and Thucydides, was, ■ 
among all the invectives o f the Grecian orators in aftertimes, never 
disputed’. The marriage o f Gygrea sister o f Alexander with Bubaris, 
a Persian of high rank, contributed to the security o f the Macedonian 
kingdom, when Xerxes invaded Greece. Alexander was a prince of 
considerable abilities, improved by communication both with Greeks 
and Persians ; but after the retreat o f Xerxesj he had so many Avars to 
sustain against the neigboring barbarians, that, tho generally success
ful, , he had little leisure for attending to the advancement of arts and 
knowlege among his people.

Long before the establishment of the Athenian sovereinty over the 
ilands and coasts o f  the Jigean, there had been a friendly connection 
betrveen the commonAvealth and the Macedonian kings; in consequence 
o f Avhich, at the time o f the Persian invasion, Alexander son o f  
Amyntas was esteemed the hereditary guest o f Athens. While, he 
lived, the friendly connection seems not to have been interrupted or 
impaired, by any acquisition o f sovereinty to the commonwealth, 
extending over towns which might be esteemed within M acedonia.-

* Hemosthenes, among other illiberal ventured an attempt to phow any: he has 
language, adapted to excite his audience meerly thrown out the ugly nickname to the 
against the great Philip, would cal! that Athenian populace, for the chance of the 
prince a barbarian. JEschines called De- vogue it might obtain, and the effect it  
raostlienes a barbarian, and showed his might produce, 
ground for i t ; but Demosthenes has not

. H i s
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His son and successor Perdiccas was honored with adoption to the 

•citizenship of Athens, for his nlerit with the Greek nation, in defeating 
a body of the Persian forces, in their retreat from Greece; and the 
alliance passed to him as an inheritance. But ditferences afterward 
arose. One o f the principalities o f IJpper Macedonia was the appanage Thucyd. 1. s, 
of Philip younger brother of Perdiccas, and another was the inheritance 
of Derdas, a prince more distantly related to the royal family. About _ 
the time of the Corcyraeah war, Perdiccas proposing to  deprive both 
bin brother ami his cousin of their territories, the Athenian administra
tion thought proper to - take those princes under its protection, and 
support them against the intended injuiy. Perdiccas resented this as 

' a breach of the antient alliance, arid perhaps he was not without reason 
jealous of the ambition of the Athenian people. The authority and 
influence o f the two princes, however, were so Considerable, that to 
attack them, vdiile they could be supported by the power of the Athe
nian eornmonwealtbiwouldhave been hazardous: but the circumstances 
o f the times offered a resource suited to the geqius o f the Macedonian 
king, who, without his father’s virtues, was not without abilities. The 

■ Athenians had just taken a decided part in the Corcyrsean war. The 
hostile disposition of Corinth tow ârd them was in consequence avowed;

. that prevailing in Lacedaemon was well ktjown to Perdiccas; and an. 
opportunity for intrigue, which would probably involve the Athenian 
comnronwealth in war, with Corinth immediately, and ultimately with 
Lacedaemon, occurred in his Very neighborhood. Thus invited, Per
diccas, ambitious, active, crafty, and unrestrained by any principle of 
integrity, determined to persevere in his purpose.

The towm of Potidsea, critically situated on the isthmus which coii- 
.iiects the fruitful peninsula of Pallene with the confines o f Thr âce arid 
Macedonia, was a Corinlhian colony; so far still dependent upon the 
mother-country as to receive magistrates annually thence-, yet never*' 
theless among the tributary aUies o f Athens. Perdiccas sent an olfer 
to Corinth to assist in recovering Potidsea from the Athenian dominion.
He sent at the same time to Lacedtemon to propose alliance with that 
state, or tohecome a member of the Peloponnesian confederacy: and 
he negotiated not only with the Potidjeans but also with the Chalci-

dians
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tlians and,Bottii3eans, subjects o f Athens in liis neighborhood, to induce 
ihcin to revolt. «

The. Athenian government, informed o f these transactions, and aware 
of the hostile disposition o f Corinth, judged immediate precaution, 
necessary.to the preservation o f their command on the northern shores 
o f the Asgean. A squadron of thirty ships o f \rar was already preparing 
in the port of Peirreus, to be accompanied by a thousand heavy-armed 
infantry, for the support o f the Macedonian princes Philip and Derdas. 
According to that despotic authority then which the Athenian people 
assumed over the Grecian states of their alliance, peremptory orders 
were sent to the Potidreans, to demolish their fortifications on the side 
of Pallene, to give hostages for security o f  their fidelity, and to send 
away their Corinthian magistrates and receive no more. The Potidreans 
very averse to obey, yet afraid to dispute these commands, sent ministers 
to Athens to solicit a recall or a mitigation o f them; but at the same 
time they communicated privately, in common with the Corinthians, 
at Sparta, to solicit protection,.if the Athenians should persevere in their 
requisition. The petition to Athens proving ineffectual, and the leading 
men in the Spartan administration ’* promising that a Peloponnesian 
army should invade Attica, i f  the Atlicnians attempted to inforce their 
commands by arms, the Potjdasans communicated with the Chalcidians 
and Bottireans, a league was formed and ratified in the. usual manner 
by oaths, and all revolted together.

We have ample assurance that the command o f the Athenian people 
over their subject states, always arbitrary, was often very oppressive ; 
but as scarcely any accounts o f the times have been preserved but 
through Athenian writers, few particulars llave been transmitted to us. 
I t  is then from an Athenian writer we have information o f the measure 
next resorted to by the Chalcidians; and, under, the foreseen necessity 
for such a measure, it must apparently have been a galling oppression 
that could induce a people to revolt. The lands o f their rich peninsula 
would be open to ravage from the superiority o f the Athenian fleet, 
and its produce not only would be lost to them, but would assist 
the enemy to carry on the war against them. To obviate this evil

' T »  Tati iteucshu'iiUf'wt.
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as far as might be, Perdiecas proposed to the Chalcidians, that they 
should themselves destroy all their sea^port towns, and abandon their 
lands 5 that Olynthus should be made their one strong place; and that 
all blieir people, beyond what the defence of that city would require, 
should remove, with their families, to a territory which he would assign 
them about the lake of Bolbe in M ygdonia; by the cultivation o f 
which they might subsist till the war should be over. This proposal, 
severe as the sacrifice on the part o f the Chalcidians must be, was 
accepted, and the nieasure, at least in great part, executed.

These transactions were yet unknown at Athens, when the armament‘Thucyd. 1. 2.  

intended for Macedonia sailed under the command o f Archestratus.-*^’^^ ^
His instructions directed him to go first to Potidjea, and see the orders 
o f the Athenian government executed there; then to take any measures 
that might appear expedient for preventing revolt in any other towns 
o f the dominion of Athens in that neighborhood ; , and not till these 
were secured, to prosecute the. proposed operations in Macedonia. On 
his arrival in Chalcidice, finding the revolt already complete, he judged 
his force insufficient for any effectual measures there, and he therefore 
turned immediately toward Macedonia, to favor a projected invasion 
o f the inland frontier o f that kingdom by Philip.

Meanwhile the Corinthians, who had dissuaded war when the com- c.4 0 ^ 6o. 
mon cause of their confederacy only had instigated, became Vehement 
in the call to arms when the particular interest o f their own state was 
infringed. N o negotiation was proposed, no desire to have differences c 69. 71. & 
accommodated according to the stipulations of the existing treaty Was 
mentioned; but, while their ministers were everywhere-assiduously 
endevoring to excite alarm ^nd indignation among their allies, they 
prepared themselves immediately to assert their cause by force. Six
teen hundred heavy-armed and four hundred light-armed troops, partly 
volunteers o f C<?rinth, partly ingaged for hire among the other states 
o f Peloponnesus, were sent to Potidma, under Aristeus son o f Adei- 
mantus, who had particular connections w’ith that colony, and was 
esteemed there: and so much diligence Was used in the. equipment, 
that it was only the fortieth day after the revolt when they arrived.

The Athenian government, on, receiving iutelljgence o f these pro- c. 61.
eeedings
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ceeding,? of the Coriuthian.s, sent Callias son o f Calliad.es with forty 
twrem.es nnd two thousand heavy-armed to join the little army under 
Archestratus. That army, ndth the assistance o f its Macedonian con
federates, had already taken Therine and was besieging Pydna, wJren 
Callias arrived. The business o f the revolted colonies being deemed of 
more importance than the prosecution of hostilities, however-successful, 
against Perdiccas, proposals were made to that prince. He was not 
scrupulous, and perhaps reasonably enough had little confidence in any 
treaty with any of the republics. A treaty however, not o f peace only but 
alliance with him, was hastily concluded, in which some care apparently 
■ was taken of the interests of his brother andthe other'revolted princes; 
for so the clear interest o f  the Athenian people would require; and 
then the whole Athenian force, with a considerable body o f  allied 
infantry, and six hundred Macedonian horse from Philip, marched for 
Potidasa.

Perdiccas held his ingagement with the Athenians no longer than to 
serve some present purpose, and then immediately sent twcr hundred 
horse to join the army o f the Corinthians and their allies. In  this 
confederate army it was necessary to establish, by common consent, 
some system of command. By election, therefore, Aristeus, general o f 
the Corinthian forces, was appointed commande4-in-chief o f the in
fantry, and Perdiccas o f the cavalry. A  compliment seems to have 
been intended to the Macedonian monarch. Whether he esteemed the 
appointment such, we are not informed; but he deputed his general 
lolaiis to execute the office. The Athenian army soon after approach
ing, an action insued, in which Aristeus, with a chosen body, performing 
the duty more o f a brave soldier than o f an able general, broke and 
pursued a part o f the enemy’s line, while the rest completely routed his 
remaining army, and drove the survivors for refuge witliin the walls o f 
Potidma, • Callias, the Athenian general, rvas killed.; but Aristeus, 
returning from pursuit,, riot without difficulty and loss, b y  a hazardous 
effort, joined his defeated troops in theto\yn. The Athenian arm y sat 
down before it, and being soon after reinforced with sixteen hundred 
men under Pbprmion, they blockaded it by land and sea.

Ai’isteus, who, notwithstanding his error in the battle, appears- to 
S ■ have
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have been a man of considerable abilities, as well as o f daring courage , 
and indefatigable activity, having regulated things within the place in 
the best manner for sustaining the siege, found means to slip out o f  
the harbor, unnoticed by the Athenian guardsliips. Going himself to 
Olynthus, to.take the command o f the allied forces there, he hastened 
dispatches to Peloponnesus with information of what had passed, and 
pressing for a reinforcement, without which Potidrea, he said, could not 
be saved t for Phonnion was now so superior, that, after haying com
pleted a contra.vallation against the place, he could spare a part o f his 
army to ravage Chalcidice and the Bottirean territory, and he took 
some smaller towns.

ss

S E C T I O N  V.
/ m .  ̂ '

Assembly o f  Deputies o f the Peloponnefan Confederacy at Lacedcemon: 
The Thirty-years Truce declared proken. Second Assembly: War 
with Athens resolved. Embassies from  Lacedcemon to AtheUs. 
Final Rejection o f the Proposals from  Lacedcemon by the Athenians.

I t is from the account, remaining from Thucydides, o f  that compli
cated and lasting war, to which the affairs just related immediately 
led, that we derive our best knowlege of the political and military state 
of Greece, with much collateral information concerning science, arts, 
and manners, during the period when those circumstances are most ’ 
interesting; that remarkable period, when the leading Grecian com
monwealths had a political importance, in the affairs o f the world, 
beyond all fPioportion to their natural strength, and when science and 
art arose among them to a splendor totally unknown in preceding ages, 
and never in all points equalled since; I f  therefore, in following the 

. steps of that able writer, we meet with circumstances which on first 
view appear little ; i f  armies ingaged are not numerous; if the affairs 
o f single towns, and sometimes o f small ones, occupy some space in 
narration; it must not be concluded that the subject is trifling, since 

VoL. IL  F  those
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• those apparei>tly little matters are connected with c6nsequences among 

the most important that occur iil the history o f mankind.
Among those Greeks who were not held in subjection, the Corin

thians appear to have been most afi'ected by the rising power o f Athens  ̂
their commerce was checked, and their colonial dependencies, not 
absolutely taken from them, were however compelled to acknowlege a 
degree o f soyereinty ib the Athenian people, and to pay a tribute; 
nominally for the'common purposes of Greece, but more really for t-he 
particular benefit o f Athens. The irritation excited by the check given 
to their ambition in former wars, and'particularly by the loss o f friends 
and relations in the unfortunate action in which Myronides com
manded against them, was ^thus kept ■ alivd,^ and the Corinfliians 
nourished the sharpest animosity against the Athenians. When there
fore intelligence came from Aristeus of the transactions in Chalcidice, 
far from abating o f their ardor for Avar, they applied themselves w ith 
increased sedulity to excite, their whole confederacy, and especially 
Lacedaemon, to take up their cause: ‘ The truce,’ they exclaimed, 
‘ was already broken, and Peloponnesus insulted and injured.’ A t  the 

vsame time the Jiginetans, AAdio bore most impatiently their subjection 
to Athens, yet feared to make any open demoastration o f a disposition 
to revolt, complained, by secret negotiation among the Peloponnesian 
states, o f  the dependency in which they Avere held, contrary, as they 
contended, to the treaty; and they redoubled -their instances as they 
found a groAving disposition to hostility. Thus instigated, the Lace- 

'dasmonians at length convoked the usual assembly o f deputies from 
the states of their confederacy; and they invited the attendance o f 
ministers from any other Grecian republics AÂ hich might have.an y 
complaint to prefer against Athens. • ' »

The debates and negotfations AAdiich folioAved, afford, in the detail 
given by Thucydides, so much insight into the politics, the political 
manners, and the*temper of Greece at the time, that, Avith the risk of  
some appearance of imcouthness to the- modern reader, I shall venture 
to report the more material parts Avithout abridgement, and Avith the 
least deviation that may be from the exj>ression of the original. The 
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Sect.V. PELOPONNESIAN CONGRESS..
deputies of the confederacy,- or a large proportion o f them (for it appears 
to have been not a full meeting) being arrived. at Sparta, the general 
:assembly o f the Lacedaerhonian people was convened. There happened 
to be present at the time ministers from Athens, commissioned on some 
other public business; aftd these were allowed to attend the audience, 
with the deputies of-the confederacy. All being met, proclamation was 
made, according to the custom of the Grecian asseniblies, declaring 
permission for those to speak who had anything to advance. Many 
Came, forward exhibiting various complaints against the Athenian 
government, mostly little important oy dubiously founded, exceptihg 
those o f the Megarians and Corinthians. The Megarians urged that, 
contrary to existing treaty, they were, by a decree of the Athenian 
people, prohibited all'commercial intercourse by land with Attica, and 
excluded from all ports within the Athenian dominion. The Corin
thians reserved themselves, till the others should have prepared the 
minds o f the Lacedemonian people for warmer instigation, and then 
spoke nearly thus: - •

‘ That strict faith, Lacedemonians, which characterizes your Con- 
‘ ducf in public and in private affairs, inclines you to disregard accii* 
‘ sations against’ others ; and hence indeed you obtain the just praise 
‘ .of moderation and equity, but-you remain ignorant o f the transactions 
* o f forein states. Often we have forewarned you of the Wrongs, t^hich 
‘ the Athenians, were preparing fo r ‘ us; but not till we had already 
 ̂ suffered, and hostilities w'ere commenced, woulcf you summon this 

‘ assembly o f  our confederacy; in which we have peiLaps more cause 
‘ than others to come forwatd, injured as we have been by the Athe* 
‘ nians, and neglected by you. N o t that we alone are interested f, all 
‘ Greece is concqrned; many states being already reduced to subjec- 
‘ tion, and others notoriously threatened; among which some have,
‘ from treaties o f alliance, especial, claim to our protection. Corcyra,
‘ capable o f furnishing a fleet superior to that o f any republic o f  our 
‘ confederacy, is already taken from ns; and Potid-ica, our most 
‘ important post for holding dominion or carrying on commerce in 
‘ Thrace, is at this time besieged.

N or can we a\’X/id'saying -that*these injuries, Avhiph we have thus
F 2 ■ .‘ suffered.
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suffered, are in great measure to be imputed to you. After the Persian 
war, you permitted the Athenians ô fortify their city ; then to build 
their long walls; and still you have continued to look on, tho boast
ing to he vindicators o f the freedom o f Greece, while they liave 
deprived of freedom, not only their own, but our confederates. Even 
now the convention o f this assembly has been with difficulty obtained; 
and even now we meet apparently not for- the purpose which ought 
to be the object o f  our consideration. For is this a time to inquire 
whether we have been injured? No, rather bow we shall repel injury. 
You have the reputation o f being provident and circumspect; but 
facts do not justify the opinion. The Persians, we know, came 
against Peloponnesus from the farthest parts o f  the eaith, before you 
had made any adequate preparation for defence; and now you are 
equally remiss against the Athenians in your neighborhood. Thus, 
as the barbarian failed principally through his- own misconduct, so 
their errors, and not your support, have inabled us hitherto to main
tain ourselves against the Athenians. Let it not however be imagined 
that this expostulation is prompted by resentment; we expostulate 
with our friends who err ; Ave criminate our enemies who injure us.
‘ But you seem unaware ,what kind o f people the Athenians are, and 

how totally they differ from you. They are restless and scheming*, 
and quick to execute their schemes. Y ou  are ever bent upon the 
preservation of Avhat you possess ; averse to projects; and in execu
tion, even o f necessary measures, deficient. They, again, are daring 
above their strengtli, adventurous even beyond their own opinion o f  
prudence, and full o f -hope in the midst o f  misfortune.. I t  is your 
disposition always to do less than ybur power admits, to hesitate even 
when acting on the surest grounds, and to think yourselves never 
free from danger. They are quick, you dilatory ; they fond of roam
ing, you more than all others attached to your home; they eager to 
make acquisitions in any distant parts, you fearful, in seeking more, 
to injure what you already possess. They push victory to the utmost, 
and are least of all men dejected by defeat; exposing their bodies for 
their country, as i f  they had no interest in them, yet applying their 
minds in the public service, as i f  that and their private interest were ■

' ‘ one.
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* ene. disappointment o f a proposed acquisition they consider as loss '
‘ of what already belonged to them; success in any pursuit they
‘ esteem only as a step .toward farther advantages; and, defeated in 
‘ any attempt, they turn immediately to some new project by which to 
‘ make themselves amends: insomuch that through their celerity in 
‘ executing-whatever they propose, they seem to have the peculiar 
‘ faculty o f at the same time hoping and possessing. Thus they con- 

, tinue ever, amid labors and dangers, injoying nothing, through sedu- 
‘ lity to acquire ; esteeming that only a time of festival, in which they 
‘ are prosecuting their projects; and holding rest as a greater evil than 
‘ the most laborious business. To sum up their character, it may be 
‘ truly said, that they were born neither to injoy quiet themselves, nor 

to suffer others to injoy it.  ̂ ’
‘ When such a commonwealth is adverse to you, Lacedsemonians,

‘ you still delay. You will consider those only as your enemies who 
‘ avow hostility ; thinking to preserve peace through your antiquated 
‘ maxims of policy and equity, defending yourselves but offending 
‘ none, which are no longer fit for these times. I t  has been by other 
‘ maxims, by new arts, and by a policy refined through modern expe- 
‘ rience, that Athens has risen to a greatness which now threatens us 
‘ all. Let this then be the term o f your dilatoriness: give at length
* that assistance to your allies which, by the' stipulations o f our con- 
‘ federacy, you owe them, and relieve the distressed Potidaeans. This 
‘ can no longer be effectually done but by an. immediate invasion o f 
‘ Attica; which is the measure .necessarily to be taken, unless you 
‘ would leave a friendly and kindred people a prey to your most deter- 
‘ mined enemies; and compel us,, disposed by every consideration of

interest, affection, and habit, to maintain our connection with you,
‘ through despair, to seek some new alliance. Consult then your own 
‘ interest, and do not diminish that supremacy in Peloponnesus which 
‘ your forefathers have transmitted to you.’

The Athenian ministers judged it consonant neither to the dignity Thucyd. 1. 1. 
o f their commonwealth, nor to the commission under which they acted, 
to answer particularly to the charges thus urged by the deputies of the 
Peloponnesian confederacy before the Lacedaemonian people ; yet they

thought
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thought it not proper, on such an occasion, to be intirely silent. They 
applied therefore to the ephors.for leave to address the assembly, which 

Thncyd. 1. 1. was allowed them ” , and they spoke to the following purpose: ‘ T hey 
‘ considered themselves,’ they said, ‘ not at all in presence o f those who 
‘ had any right to assume connizance o f the conduct of the Athenian 
‘ commonwealth or o f its allies; yet as they .had been so publicly 
‘ witnesses to so virulent an invective against those in whose service 
‘ tlrey were commissioned, they thought it proper to admonish the 
* assembly not. to determine lightly and hastily concerning a matter o f 

e.r3 &74. ‘  very great moment,’ Having then mentioned the merit o f the Athe-
nian.people -with all Greece in the two Persian invasions, and the sense 
which, tlie LacedEemonians themselves at the time expressed o f it, they 

c. 75. proceeded to observe, ‘ That the command o f the Athenian people 
‘ among the Grecian states had been acquired, not by violence, but by 
‘ the dereliction o f the Lacediemonians, and by the consent, and even 
‘ at the solicitation of'th e  subordinate republics: that they had a fair 
‘ interest in so glorious a possession, so honorably, earned, vL ich  their 
‘ reputation, not less than the advantages o f  command, would urge 
‘ them to mahitain; and that even their just apprehensions forbad 
‘ them to relinquish it, since the jealousy o f the Lacedtemouians, long 
‘ apparent, and now especially evident in the transaction o f the present 
‘ day, amply demonstrated what would be their danger in-surrendering 

c._76 & 77. • ‘ the smallest portion o f their present power.’ They then endevored 
to palliate, but they were indeed equally unable to deny as to justif3^, 
the general despotism o f thS'Athenian people over their subject states,

. " and the particular measures o f severity which had been taken against
c. 78. '  some o f them. In conclusion they asserted, that the-tvuce'was not

broken by them, neither had they yet to complain thatthe Lacedeemq- 
nians had broken it. They exhorted therefore perseverance in peaceful 
measures; they claimed for their'commonwealth the justice to w hich 
it was intitled by the stipulations of the existing treaty, which directed 
a mode of judicial proceeding- for the determination o f disputes that

ht! i(pxa<xv »tus ac.cessissent.— This translation is justi-
x(xi a'A-l k  A uvlUii H-rr£i». ' fied by the context, and by other passaees

Cum igitur ad Lacedasmoiiiorum magistra- of the author.

irdght
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tnigM arise ; and they declared themselves, in the name o f their corh- 
monwealth, ready to abide judgement accordingly. ‘ Should the 
‘ Lacedasmonians determine to refuse-such justice, they submitted 
‘ their cause to the gods, who had been invoked to attest the treaty,
‘ and their commonwealth would defend itself and its just command 
‘ to the utmost.’

When the Athenians *had concluded, the forein ministers were Tlwicyd. 1. 1, 
required to withdraw, and it remained for the Lacedaemonians to debate 
and to decide upon the question. Thucydides, in his exile, as himself 
informs us, had opportunities, not open to many foreiners, for acquiring f  5. c. 26. 
information concerning the internal transactions o f the Lacedaemonian 
sta!te. After the greater number o f speakers, he proceeds to relate, had 1- !• c.79.' 
declared their opinion that the Athenians had already broken' the truce, 
and that war shdlild be irnmediately, commenced, Archidamus came 
forward; the prince who, above thirty years before, had deserved so well 
of liis country by l)is conduct in the Helot rebellion. In advanced age 
now, he maintained the reputation o f a wise and temporate man attd 
he addressed the assembly thus ; ‘ I, Lacedseraonians,'have had e'xperi- c. 80,
‘ ence o f many wars, and I see those among you, my equab in age, Avho 
‘ will not, as happens to many through inexperience, urge war as in 
‘ itself desirable, or in its consequences certain. 'W ithin Peloponnesus
* indeed, against bordering states, when hostilities arise,, decision
‘ may be quick; and, the forces ori both sides being the same i i i '
‘ kind, the prcponderancy of one or the other may be a subject 
‘  o f calculation. . But the war no ŷ proposed is widely different:
‘ operations are to be carried far from our frontier, against those whose 
‘ fleets command the seas, Who are superior to every Grecian state in 
‘ wealth, population, and forces, cavalry as well as infantryj and who 
‘ besides have under their dominion many tributary allies. In oui*
* present unprepared.situation, to what do w e'trust for success in.
* attacking such an enemy? To our fleet? N o ; we are too inferion 
 ̂ To our riches? Pat less; neither our public treasure nor our private 

‘ wealth can bear any comparison with theirs. W e are superior, it is
‘ said, in the force of infantry of our confederacy,^ and we will ravage c. si.

** K(ti S’oxZt iiral kfti
‘ their
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‘ their countiy. But they have large possessions^ far beyond the reach 
‘ o f your infantry, and.a fleet that will come and go with the produce^ 
‘ undisturbed by any force that yoQ can oppose to it;  while your 
‘ irresistible infantry will starve amid the devastation itself has made. 
‘ Instead therefore o f  bringing your enemy immediately to terms b y  
‘ siich measures, I rather fear you will leave the war as an inheritance 
‘ to your posterity.

‘ Let it not however be imagined that I advise to suffer tamely the 
oppression o f our allies, or to leave designs against ourselves unnoticed 

\ till the moment o f execution. Let us, on the contrary, prepare for 
‘ war; let us endevor to extend our alliances, even among barbarous 
‘ nations, if  either naval or pecuniary assistance can be obtained from 
‘ them ; let us also contribute liberally from our private properties to
* form a ’public fund equal to the probable need. .B u t in the mean 
‘ time let an embassy be sent to Athens ; and, if our reasonable demands 
‘ are complied with, bur business will thus have its best conclusion.
* In- all events however, till we are fully prepared for war, let their 
‘ country remain unhurt. It is a pledge always ready to our hands, 
‘ the value o f which we should not wantonly diriiinish.

e. 83, ‘ N or' let -it be supposed that the delay, which I advise, will mark
‘ any pusillanimity. War is a bnsiness less o f arms tlian o f expence, 
‘ Avhich alone can make arms efiicacious‘%- especially in the contest 
‘ o f a continental with a maritime people. M oney therefore must in 

e. 84,85. ‘  the first place be provided. As for that slowness and dilatoriness,
‘  with which you have heard yourselves upbraided, they flow from 
‘ those institutions o f our ancestors, which teach us, in public.as in 
‘  private life, to be modest, prudent, and just. Hence it is our cha- 

, ‘ racter to be, less than all others, either elated by prosperity or 
‘ dejected by misfortune; hence we are neither to be allured by the 
‘ flattery which we have been |iearing, nor irritated by the reproach : 
‘ hence we are at the same time M̂ arlike and circumspect; and hence 
‘ we shall not be disposed to utter sounding words against our enemies,
* when we are unable to follow them up by deeds.’

Let us  ̂not then wander from those maxims and institutions o f

>3 H[Sriy a rtTfitar, SixTrdtiin Tat yithaa C. 83.

our
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■ * our forefathers, through which our state has long florished great and
* free, and beyond all others glorious : nor let us hurry, in one short
* portion o f a day, to a decision, VTiich nnxst involve with it the lives 
‘ o f many individuals, the fortunes of many families, the fate o f many 
‘ citiesj and our own gloxy. Other states may be tinder necessity o f 
‘ taking rneasures hastily : our strength gives us the option of leisure.
‘ Since theii the Athenians profess themselves ready to submit the 
‘ subjects o f complaint to a legal decision, it appears little consonant
* to justice to proceed against those as decidedly criminal, w 1k > otfer 
‘ themselves for trial. Let your determination tberefore„be to send
* an embassy to Athens, but in the meantime to prepare for war. Thus,
‘ more than by any other measure, you will be formidable to your 
 ̂ adversaries; and thus you will best consult both your advantage and 

< your honor.’
The effect which this sensible and dispassionate discourse should Thucyd, 1. 1, 

have had, W'as obviated by the following blunt speech o f the ephor 
Sthenelaidas: ‘ The verbose oratory of the Athenians I  do not com- 
‘ prehend. They have been large in their own praise, but their inju- 
‘ rious conduct toward our allies, and toward Peloponnesus, they have 
‘ not denied. I f  their behavior formerly against Ahe Persians was 
‘ praiseworthy, and is now against us the reverse, they deserve double
* punishment; for ceasing to be meritorious, and for becoming culpable. •
 ̂ We have not yet changed our conduct; and, if  we are wise, we shall 

‘ not now overlook the wrong done to oiir allies, nor delay to revenge 
‘ it. Others, have money, and ships, and horses: Ave have good allies,
* who ought not to be abandoned to the Athenians. N or are such 
‘ disputes to be determined by words and legal process. It has npt 
‘ been by words that they have been injured. We must therefore avenge 
‘ them quickly, and Avith our utmost force; nor let any one persuade 
‘ that Avhen Ave are injured Ave ought to deliberate. Those rather 
‘ ought to take long time for deliberation \vhomeai\ to commit injury.
 ̂ Let your determination therefore, Lacedaemonians, be, as becomes 
‘ the dignity o f  Sparta, for Avar; nor suffer the Athenians to increase

in poAver, nor betray your allies, but, Avith the help of the gods, let us
march against those Avho Avrong us.’
VoL. II. Gr Sthenelaidas,
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Stlienela’idas, having thus spoken, proceeded, in the function o f  his 

office, to put the question to the assembly. A  clamor being raised ou 
each side (for in the LacedsEmonian assembly votes were given by the 
voice, and not, as at Athens, (by silently holding up hands, or by the 
perfect secrecy of a ballot) the presiding ephor declared he could n ot 
distinguish wdiich had the majority. Thinking therefore, as Thucydides 
supposes, that the necessity o f  manifesting more openly his party, would 
urge every one the rather to vote for A\'ar, he put the- question again 
thus: ‘ Whoever is o f opinion that the truce is broken, and that the 
‘ Athenians have been the aggressors, let him go to that side; whoever 
‘ is o f the contrary opinion, to the other side.’ Upon the division a 
large majority appeared for the affirmative. ' The deputies o f  the allies 
being then called, were informed of the determination; and farther 
told, that it was the wish o f the Lacedasmonians to have another meet
ing of deputies from all the sffites o f the confederacy, who should come 
authorized and prepared to decide, both concerning peace and war, and 
how the war, i f  resolved upon, should be carried on. With this the 
congress broke up : the deputies o f the allies hastened to their several 
homes; the Athenian ministers waited to  finish the business o f their
mission, and then returned to Athens.' ♦

The Lacedemonian government was' now determined for war; not 
so muchj according to the historian o f the times, influenced by tho 
representations o f their allies,'as b y their own apprehensions o f th e  
growing power o f the rival state. The Athenian dominion, withiu 
Greece, had indeed been greatly contracted by the conditions o f th e  
Thirty-years truce, and by the losses which led to i t ; but the remain
ing empire had been gaining consistency, during fourteen years whicit 
had since elapsed under the able administration o f  Pericles; its force  
was now .such that no single state o f Greece could undertake to cope 
with i t ; and even the extensive confederacy over which Lacedtemon 
presidedi was, at Jhe instant, far from being in condition to begin 
hostilities. To acquire a sanction therefore to their undertaking, w hich 
might spread incouragement among those ingaged in it, they sent a  
solenin deputation to Delphi, to inquire o f the god i f  they m ight hope- 
for success. According to report {̂ so Thucydides expresses himself^

the
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the god assured them, ‘ That, i f  they carried on the \yar with beconting 
‘ vigor, they would be victorious; and that his favor should attend
* them invoked or uninvoked.’

Meanvdhie the Corinthians were sedtllous in canvassing the several Thuqyd. 1.1. 
states o f the confederacy separately; endevoring to alarm their fears 
and excite their indignation, and to promote by every possible method 
the resolution for Avar-. Accordingly when the Congress met again at 
Lacedmmon, and the great question was proposed, most of the deputies 
were vehement in accusation o f the Athenians, and in requisition o f 
the immediate commencement o f hostilities. The. Corinthians, in pur- • 
nuance o f their former policy, reserved themselves to the last, and then 
spoke thus:

‘ We no longer, confederates, blame the Lacedemonians, Avho, haviiig c. 120. .
‘ now resolved on Avar, have summoned this assembly to desire its con- 
‘ currence in the resolution. Presiding'over the confederacy, the
* general prosperity requires that they should pay due attention to 
‘ their oavu particular situation and circumstances; and hence arose 
‘ their past delay: while the honors we pay them, and the command 
‘ Avith Avhich they are invested, impose on them the duty o f constantly 
‘ consulting the welfare of the whole; and hence flows their present
* determination. It Avere needless, we are indeed persuaded, to admo- 
‘ nish any t)f you, Avho ha\m had any experience o f the Athenians, hoAV 
‘ much it behoves us to be upon our guard against them ; but we Avill 
‘  observe that it imports the people o f the inland commonwealths to 
‘ reflect, that, unless they support the maritime states, not only they,
‘ Aviil be deprived o f tire many advantages which acerue, even to 
‘ them, from maritime commerce, but i f  they look on till Ave are sub- 
‘ dued, their subjection must folIoAV.' Ultimately thus Ave are alt 
‘ equally interested in the matter on Avhich we are going to decide;
‘ differing more in regard to the time Avhen Ave may expept the evil to 
*• fall upon us, than the degree in Avhich it Avill affect us.

‘ It is then to repel and t© prevent injuries, and not with any ambi- c.-121. 
tious vicAv, that Ave are earnest for Avar. Our cause o f complaint 

‘  against the Athenians is ample.: birt when we have redressed our
* AVTongs, peace Avill be our object. Nor, have-Ave reason to doubt o f

■ '  ̂ c  2 ‘ success.
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success, ■ Our landforce is greater than theirs, and in niilitary,skill 
we excel them"; and surely a more unanimous zeal may be expected 
in qur confederacy than in theirs. They are strong at sea: hut i f  
we duly employ the means which we severally possess, and add the 
wealth which we may borrow from Delphi ’ ’ and Olympia, we can 
equal them even on that elehient. The offer o f greater pay would 
intice the people o f their alliance from their service: for it is to be 
remembered, that the power o f Athens consists more in a purchased 
than a native force; whereas ours depends less upon our riches than 
upon ourselves. One naval victory would therefore probably com
plete our business. Should that not immediately be obtained, yet 
their maritime skill will soon cease to give them any adyantage, 
because ours will o f course improve with increased experience. But 
even without a superiority at sea, we possess abundant means to dis
tress them among which we^may reckon, as very important, the easy 
possibility o f gaining their allies*
‘ I t  is however not pur purpose to persuane you that the dispute 

before us resembles tliose, which, for ages, have been common within 
Greece, of each republic with its neighbor, o f nearly equal force, con-, 
cerning the limits o f their respective territories. On the contrary, 
it deserves your most serious consideration, that the Athenians have 
attained a degree of power to inable them to contend with us alto
gether: and, what is disgraceful to Peloponnesus even to mention, 
the question is, whether we shall remain independent, or become their- 
subjects. Our fathers were the vindicators o f the freedom of Greece. 
We fall short indeed o f their worth, i f  we cannot maintain our own 
freedom ; and while we anxiously oppose - the establishment o f  
monarchy in any state,, y e t suffer an ambitious commonwealth to be 
tyrant over all

: " To-

Phociafl people were gafned to the Lacedse- 
iTionian interest; or, which would operate 
to tlie same purpose, were put under oli- 
garchal government.

‘* Tv̂ ccn>ot Jil lu/Mii.i'yKaiefaiiai. 'BoTuD, Thu
cydides afterward puts a similar expression, 
into the mouths both of Pericles and of

Cleoai,

** It appears frOra this, passage and some- 
following ones (1.1. c. 143. and 1.2. c. p.) 
that through some revolution pot particu- 

. larly mentioned by Thucydides, but pro
bably a consequence of the thirty-years 
truce, not only Delphi was again brought 
under Laeedsemonian influence, bat the
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‘ To undergo aiiy labor and risk any danger, in a virtuous cause, hath Thv.cyd. 1. 1. 
‘ been transmitted .to us as an hereditary rule o f conduct. Ill would it
* become us now to deviate from it 5 and, so much richer and more 
 ̂ powerful as we are than our forefathers, to lose in the midst o f 

‘ abundance what they gained in penury. Let us therefore cheerfully 
‘ ingage in a war which the god himself hath recommended, with ev'en 
‘ a promise o f his favor in it. A ll Greece will be with us; and right is 
‘ on our side; as not only notorious facts prove, but the god has 
‘ testified. N or let there be delay;, for be it remembered that tire 
‘ Potidteans, Dorians, and our kinsmen, are at this time besieged by
‘ an Ionian army. Let us therefore immediately take measures t o '
‘ reduce that proud republic, which is aiming at the tyranny of Greece;
‘ that we may ourselves live in peace and independency, and that we
* may restore freedom to those Grecian states, which are now so iuju- 
‘ riously held in subjection.’

This speech concluding the debate, the question was pul, and war c. 125. 
was the determination of the majority. Notwithstanding, however, the 
clamor for hastening hostilities, and notwithstanding even the danger 
o f delay after such a resolution so publicly taken, it was presently 
found, so deficiently prepared yet was the confederacy, that delay was 
unavoidable. The leading men therefore recurred to negotiation, ia  
which they ha.d three distinct purposes; to induce the Athenians tO' 
suspend hostilities, while their own preparations should be advancing;

. to strengthen their own cause among the Grecian states, by making the 
Athenians the I’efusers o f offered peace; and to sow dissention among 
the Athenians themselves. -

With these o^ects in view, ministers were sent to Athens, commis- c .  i26i- 

sioned to . make representations concerning a matter wholly forein ta  
everything that had yet been in dispute between the tw’o republics, and 
of no importance but what Grecian superstition might give. Complete 
atonement> it was pretended, bad never been made for the sacrilege 
committed, near a century before, when, under the direction o f the 
archon Megacles, thepartizans o f Cylon were taken from the altars to

Cleon, when speaking to the Athenian as- different from reproach, b. 2. c. 63. and-b. 3 . 
sembly, and having in view something very C..37. Tv̂ any'î  tp(̂ cTt rm

bê
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be executed. Many who now injoyed the privileges o f Athenian 
citizens, it was u’rged, stood affected by that pollution ;■  which, accord
ing to the prevailing ideas of the age, adhered to all the descendants 
o f the .sacrilegious. Lest therefore the contamination should bring 
down the vengeance o f the gods of Greece in some general calamity, 
the Lacedfcmonians, as assertors o f the common welfare, required that 
all such persons should be banished, and the pollution completely expi
ated. This was intended as a blow principally against Pericles, Avho, 

1. 1. by his mother, rvas descended from M egacles: not however with the 
expectatioii that the requisition would produce his banishment; but 
with the hope that, through' alarm to the popular mind, some embar
rassment might be created foi\the administration.

Pericles was however not at a loss for a measure to oppose to this. 
Two sacrilegious pollutions were recollected, in which many o f  the 
principal families o f Lacedaemon were involved; .the death o f Pausa- 
nias, w'ho had beemstarvmd iu the temple o f Minerva Chalcioeca, and 
the execution o f some Helots who had been dragged from the sanctuary 
o f Neptune on mount Trenarus. The latter was esteemed a profanation 
so grossly impious, that popular superstition attributed t a  it that tre
mendous calamity the great earthquake o f Sparta. It was therefore 
required e f  the Lacedmmonian government to set the example o f 
regard for the welfare o f Greece and respect for the gods its protectors, 
by removing all those who were contaminated through either o f those 
sacrileges. With an answer to this purpose, the Lacedtemonian ministers 
returned to Sparta..

«. 130.  ̂ A  second embassy arrived at Athens soon after, very differently 
instructed. As preliminaries to a general peace, these ministers urged, 
that the siege of Potidica ought to be raised and iEgina restored to 
independency; but chiefly they insisted, that the prohibitory decree, 
against Megara should be revoked; and, that only being done, th ey 
pledged theriiselves that Lacedsemon would not commence hostilities. 
The two first propositions, little insisted on, were with little ceremony 
rejected. To the third it was answered, ‘ Tiiat the Megarians had 
‘ made themselves obnoxious to gods and men, by cultivating the 
‘ e.xtralimitary land between tlie boundaries o f  A ttica and Megaris,

‘ which

    
 



' . S e c t . V .  . D E B A T E S  A T  A T H E N S .  47

‘ which was consecrated to the Eleusinian goddesses"; and that they 
received and incouraged runaway Athenian slaves.’ With this answer 

the second embassy returned to Sparta; and soon after arrived a third, 
of three members, Rham.phias, Melesippus, and Agesander, probably 
men of more eminence than the former ministers, as Thucydides 
distinguishes these atone by name. In their representations they 
noticed none o f the requisitions o f their predecessors, but they de
manded, as the one condition o f peace, that all Grecian states hetd in 
subjection by Athens be restored to independency. An assembly o f 
the people was then convened, and it was proposed to consider o f a

■ s '  ■  ̂ '
decisive and final answer. Many spoke, some urging war, some con
tending for peace, and particularly insisting that the offensive decree 
against Megara ought not to remain an obstacle. A t length Pericles 
ascending the benia, declared himself thus: _ -

‘ M y opinion, Athenians, has always been, that w.e ought not to Thucyd. l.-i, 
‘ submit to the Peloponnesians, and it remains yet the-same; sensible,
* as I am, that men seldom support a war throughout with the same
* animation with which they ordinarily begin it, but that, in disasters,
‘ even such as must in the course o f things be expected, their spirits 
‘ droop, and their opinions change. Beforehand therefore I claim,
‘ from those who agree with me in opinion now, to concur with me in 
‘ effort, Avhenever misfortune may arise; or else, at once to renoung®
‘ all pretension to merit, should success attend our endevors.
' ‘ With regard' to the grounds 'o f  my opinion, the insidious designs 

‘ of the Lacedmmoniaiis against this commonwealth have long been 
‘ obvious, and are now more than ever manifest-. For notwithstanding
* thaV the articles o f the existing treaty point out the manner in which 
‘ disputes between thetvvo states should be adjusted, and declare that,
‘ in the mean time, each party should hold what it possesses, yet not 
‘ only they have not desired such adjustment, but they refuse to admit 
‘ it. They are, in short, evidently enough determined to support their

v. 140.

iir  cpyc«ri«if Miyxpei/O't
fvf. aofira. Megaren^ibus
crimini dautes quod sacrum, millisque limi- 
tibus finitum solum colerent.—•* Land that 
‘ was sacred; land not marked out for ctil-

‘ ture.' Smith.— These interpretations are 
totally unsatisfactory. The scholiast, who 
has not equally evadg,d the difficulty, seems, 
to  warrant the sense ventured iti the te x t j 
but the matter is cot of consequence.

‘ allegations
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' allegations against us, not by argument, but by arms: they come to 
‘ Us, not accusing, but commanding: they require imperiously, that 
‘ the siege o f Potidaja shall be raised; that Jigina shall .be indepen- 
‘ dent; that the decree against Megara shall be annulled j and, now 
‘ at last, that we shall renounce our command over all Grecian states. 
‘ Let it not however be imagined that even the Megariah decree is too 
‘ light a matter to be supported as a cause o f  war. That comparatively 
‘ little matter has been thrown out as an ultimate object, meerly to try 
‘ your steddiness. -Were you to yield that point, a greater trial would 
‘ quickly be imposed upon you: resisting that, you give them to under- 
‘ stand, that they must treat with you as equal?, not command you as 
‘ subjects.

‘ I t  behoves you therefore at once to resolve, either to submit to a 
‘ state of dependency, without uselessly incurring the unavoidable evils 
‘ o f resistance, or, what appears to me far preferable, to take arms with 
‘ a determination to jn’eld to no command, whether concerning a 
* matter in itself o f great or o f little moment, nor, at any rate, to bold 
‘ what you possess in fear and under controul. For the moment you 
‘ give up your right o f judgement, and yield obedience to a command, 
‘ however unimportant the object o f that command, your subjection 
‘ is decided.

‘ I f  then we cast-our view upon tlie means o f each party, we shall 
‘ find ours not the unfavorable prospect. The funds o f the Pelopon- 
‘ nesians must be drawn from the produce o f Peloponnesus: for they 
‘ have no forein dependencies capable o f affording considerable sup- 
‘ plies; and in Peloponnesus neither private nor public wealth abounds’®, 
‘ In protracted war, and in maritime Avar, they are equally unexperi- 
‘ enced; for their poverty has always disabled them for both. T hey 
‘ canriot equip fleets; nor can they send armies often, or maintain 
‘ them long from home. For, in the scantiness o f their public revenue, 
‘ every man must subsist on service from bis private means; and b y 
‘ long absence from their domestic affairs, even those means m ust be

’* We <ind tilis obfervatioii rfipeated more 
tlian once in the .speeclies reported by 
T.hucydides, without any exception for the 
Corinlhians, who were eommercial and rich.

and bad colonies: but their wealth bore but 
small proportion eitber to the resources of 
Athens, or to the wants Peloponnesus.

‘ ruined.
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* ruined, A  superfluity o f wealth alone, and not the strained contri-
* butions o f a people barely above want, can support lengthened and 
‘ distant hostilities. Such a people are commonly readier to make war 
‘ with their persons than with their purses; they hope that those will 
‘ finally escape j but these may be completely drained and the business 
‘ yet unfinished. Tor a single battle indeed, the Peloponnesians, with 
‘ their allies, might be equal to all the rest o f Greece. But for protracted 
‘ war, beside their want o f money, which is their great and insuperable
* deficiency^ wanting one common administration, each state having 
‘ its equal voice for the decision o f measures, and each its separate 
‘ interest each anxious for its own particular concerns, the general 
‘ good will be sometimes thwarted, often neglected, and no great 
‘ design can be steddily pursued.

‘ Hence you need neither fear that posts will be occupied and for- Thucyd. 1. 1, 
‘ tified within your country, with which some would alarm you, nor
* that a formidable navy can be mised against you. Since tire Pereian 
‘ war, now above fifty years, you have been assiduously applying to 
‘ naval affairs, and even your proficiency is yet far below perfection.
‘ Naval science, and the skill o f  experienced seamen are not to be 
‘ acquired by a people when they please, and in moments o f leisure;
‘ on the contrary they require practice, to the exclusion o f almost all
‘ leisure. Nor, should the Peloponnesians seize the Olympic or Del- c. 143.

‘ phian treasures, will even that avail them, to the degree that some 
‘ seem to suppose. They cannot, with these, form naval commanders 
‘ and seamen, such as we possess among our own citizens, more and 
‘ abler than all Greece besides: nor is it to be supposed thatJtheseamen
* of our allies, for a temporary increase o f pay, will banish themselves
‘ from their country, and join the party which has the worse prospect ,
‘ of final success.

‘ Such then are the deficiencies tmder which the Peloponnesians 
‘ labor, while we mot only are free from these, but possess advantages 
‘ peculiar to ourselves. I f  they are strong enough to invade our 
‘ country by land, we are equally able to harass them by sea; and 
' should we \yaste but a small part o f Peloponnesus, and they even the
* whole o f Attica, the distress would be far greater to them than to us :
< for they have no other country whence to obtain supplies; while tfe

V o L .II. * i r  ‘ have
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have our choice among Hands and continents. The command o f  the 
sea is indeed a most important possession. Consider then : were we 
ilanders, who would be so secure against all hostile attempts ? W hat 
therefore should be now our aim but to put ourselves as nearly as 
possible into the situation of ilanders? Our lands and their apperte- 
nances within Attica should be totally given up: no vain attempt 
should be made to protect them against the supei ior landforce o f  the 
enem y: our whole attention should be directed to the safety o f  the 
city and the command o f the sea. Could we gain a battle, fresh and 
perhaps greater forces would be brought against us. But should we 
lose one, the revolt o f our allies, the sources o f  our wealth and strength, 
would follow ; for they will no longer rest under their present subjec
tion, than while we have power to compel them. N o t tire loss o f 
lands and houses therefore, but the loss o f valuable lives, whenever it 
may happen, is to be deplored; for lands cannot produce men: but 
let us keep ourselves strong in men, and we shall not want for lands. 
I f  therefore I thought I could persuade you, I would propose that 
you should yourselves go forth and waste A ttica; to show the Pelo
ponnesians how vain their expectation is, that th6 fear o f  such an evil 
may induce you to surrender your independency.
‘ I  have indeed many other grounds for clear hope o f success, pro- 

‘ vicTed our own impatience and rashness, and the wild desire o f conquest,
* when defence should be our object, injure us not more than the 
‘ strength or policy o f our enemies. On these topics, however, 
‘ admonition may be better reserved for the circumstances when 
‘ they arise. The answer now to be returned to Lacedmmon 
‘ should be this; ‘ Our ports and markets shall be open to the 
“  Megarians, provided the Lacedtemonians will abrogate their pro- 
“  hibitions o f the residence o f strangers within their territory, as far as 
“  regards us and our allies: for the treaty o f truce leaves these matters 
“  equally open to both parties We will give independency to  those

“  states
The rough manner in which the Lacedajmonians executed their decrees for the 

expulsion of strangers is noticed by Aristophanes in his comedy of the Birds. ^
Meton. T> y  irt Peisthetaerus. '‘O.a-'irtf it Aaxê at/jioyi,

x a i f it t f
ff'vxvai xtfr 1114.

Where it seems also implied that Lacedsemoi\ afforded temptation for strangers to go
thither,
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“  states of our alliance, which were independent when the truce was 
“  concluded, whenever the Lacedaemonians will allow to the states of 
‘ ‘ their alliance free agency in wdiatever concerns their several governt 
“  ments, and will no longer inforce among them a constitution and a 
“  mode o f administration, which, under the show o f independency,
“ keep them in effectual subjection to Lacedcemon^®. . Finally, we are 
“ ready to submit any disputed points to a judicial determination 
“  according to the terms o f the treaty; and w*e will not begin, w'ar, b u t'
“  we will defend ourselves to the utmost.” Such an answer will,be 
‘ just, will be honorable, wnll be consonant to the renown and to the 
‘ wisdom o f our ancestors, w'ho raised this empire, which w'e ought not 
‘ to tiansmit diminished to our posterity.’

The assembly assented to the opinion o f Pericles, and an answer was Thucyd. I, i ,  

accordingly deliveicd to the Lacedasmonian ambassadors nearly in the 
terms of his speech; concluding with the declaration, ‘ That the Athe- 
‘ nian commonwealth would obey the commands o f no power upon 
‘ earth, but w'ould readily abide the event of a judicial determination,
‘ conducted upon a footing o f equality between the parties, in the mode 
‘ directed by the existing  ̂treaty

W ith this answer the Lacedajmonians returned home, and no more 
embassies were sent. Hitherto the people o f the t-wo states had com
municated, as in peace, without the intervention o f a herald, tho not 1.2. c . i .  

without caution and suspicion: for, since the affairs o f Corcyra and 
Potidiea, the truce was considered on both sides as broken, and war as 
impending. But now, tho no hostilities immediately insued, yet 

^communication was ventured on neither side, without the same for
malities as i f  war had been declared.

thither, probably for gain by sale or exchange of commodities. In tlie difficulties made 
for commerce by the Lacedaemonian laws, especially the prohibition of money, the trader 
would always have advantage over the exchanger, not a professional trader.

We want information from Thucydides"Ov«> xiKtfytt T«K iaviu) 
fAV T0*s A w xsJatjxO Ttoi; im ry th tu i avram -

fisTcr̂ cut X. r . e. To turn this into modern 
language, or perhaps into any language, long 
circumlocution is necessary.

what that Alxt/t y-arSt ras which he
so repeatedly mentions, was to have been,

II
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S E C T I O N  VI.

Attempt o f  the Thebans against Platcea.

Herod, 
c. JOS. 
Tiiucvd 
c.o.

1 6 .

. 1.5

Herod, 
sup. 
Thucyd 
c. 55.

ut

. 1. 3.

W h i l e  want o f jireparation still withheld the Peloponnesians, the 
Thebans, judging war to be now unavoidable, thought the moment o f 
suspence advantageous for an attempt toward the more complete esta
blishment o f their own sovereinty over Boeotia : LacedEemon must favor 
them ; Athens would fear to attack them.

The little town of Platrea, with a territory o f scarcely half a dozen 
miles square, utterly unable by its own strength to subsist in indepen
dency, had nevertheless, for near a century, been resolutely resisting all 
controul from Thebes, w'hence it was less than nine miles distant. 
When, before the Persian irar, Cleomenes king o f Sparta was with an 
army in the neighborhood, the Plat:eans, to obtain the protection, had 
offered to put themselves under the dominion o f Lacedjemon. The 
answer which, with his usual expressive simplicity, Herodotus attributes 
to the Lacedemonians upon the occasion, strongly paints the state o f  
G reece: ‘ W e,’ they said, ‘ live afar off, and ours would be a cold kind 
‘ o f assistance**; for you might be overpowered and sold for slaves, 
‘ before any intelligence about you could reach us. We recommend to 
‘ you therefore rather to put yourselves under the dominion o f  Athens *'*,
‘ a bordering state, and able to protect you.’ This advice, adds the 

' historian, they gave, not through any goodwill to the Platteans, but 
with a view to create embarrassment to the Athenians by embroiling 
tliem with the Boeotians. The Plateans however followed the advice. 
The solemnity o f  the sacrifice to the twelve gods being chosen for the 
occasion, ambassadors were sent to Athens, but in the habit and charac
ter o f suppliants. Placing themselves at the altar, according to  the 
customary forms of supplication, these ministers thence urged their 
petition ‘ That their commonwealth might be taken under the sovereinty

** Ti( Ar imKovfits ipt'Xfi*
The expression of Herodotus is very strong, ■ atJisc, io give yourselves.

and
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 ̂ and protection o f Athens **.’ The Athenian people acceded to the 
humble request

The Thebans,'upon the first intelligence o f this transaction, marched 
against Plataea. An Athenian army moved at the same time to pro
tect the new dependency of the commonwealth. The Corinthians 
however interfering, it was agreed to submit the matter to their arbi
tration. Actuated apparently by the spirit o f justice and o f liberty, 
and desirous to give as great extent as the nature o f things would 
admit, to that dubious independency which could be injoyed by the 
smaller Grecian commonwealths, the Corinthians decided, ‘ That the 
‘ Thebans were intitled to no sovereinty ovep any towns o f Boeotia,
‘ whose people chose to renounce the advantages o f  that Boeotian 
‘ confederacy o f which they had made themselves the chiefs.’ The 
business being thus apparently settled, the Athenian army moved, 

'homeward; but the Thebans, irritated by a decision so adverse to their 
views, followed and attacked them on their march. They were de
feated; and then the Athenians took upon themselves to dictate terms: 
extending the limits which had been prescribed by the Corinthians for 
the Platrean territory, and taking the neighboringAittle town of Hysise 
also under their protection, they made the river Asopus the boundary 
o f the Thebaid, both against the Platasaii and the Hysian lands.

Thenceforward Piatasa, more than ever averse to Thebes, became 
warm in political attachment to Athens. The whole force o f the little 
commonwealth was exerted on the glorious day o f Marathon, in the 
honor o f which the Platsans alone partook with the Athenians. In the 
not less memorable action o f Satamis, they had their share, tho an inland 
people, aboard the Athenian fleet; and they had distinguished them
selves, under the command of Aristeides, in that great and decisive 
battle, fought near their tovvn, which, beyond all other circumstances, 
hath given celebrity to its name. Under the patronage o f Athens, 
democracy o f course prevailed at Platsea. But as Athens itself was 
not without an aristocratical party, so there were in Platasa persons 
to whom democratical goveAiment, sometimes perhaps partially oppres
sive, and ahvays an obstacle to their ambition, would be dissatisfac-. 
to?y. Their cause being hopeless under the dominion o f Athens,

59
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but more 
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Hiuoyd. 1.2, 
€. 3.

Thebes was the protecting power to which they looked for an altera
tion in their favor.

Ill these circumstances a plot was concerted between Naucleides, 
the leading- man o f the aristocratical Piatmans, and Euryinachus, who 
held the greatest influence in Thebes. The official directors of theThebaii 
government were gained to it; and, in the fifteenth year o f the Thirt}"- 
years truce, when Chrysis was in the forty-eighth year o f her priest
hood at Argos, ..Enesias ephor at Sparta, and two months ivere yet 
wanting to complete the archonship o f JPytliodorus at Athens, in the 
sixth month after the battle o f Potidsea, the spring then beginning, 
(thus, in the want o f a readier and more perfect method, Thucydides 
has marked the date) an armed body, o f somewhat more than three 
hundred Thebans, reached Platssa about the first sleep. The Boeotarcs 
Pythangelus and Diemporus commanded, and they ivere accompanied 
by Eurymachus. Through confidence in the existing peace, no guard 
was kept in so small a city, wliich scarcely had a public revenue; the 
gates only were .shut at n ig h t; and being now opened by the party 
friendly to the enterprize, the Thebans entered unresisted. Naucleides 
and the Platisans about him, in the too commonly atrocious spirit o f 
Greek sedition, ivoukl have completed the business by the immediate 
massacre o f  the principal o f their fellowtownsmen o f the opposite party. 
But Eurymachus and the Breotarcs, not equally stimulated by the 
passions either o f fear or resentment, refused to concur in any such 
proposal. Reckoning themselves already masters o f the place, and 
depending upon the ready support o f a body o f troops, which was to 
follow from Thebes, they lodged their arms in the agora; and sending- 
heralds around the town, with a conciliating proclamation, they invited 
all wdio w'ere disposed to accede to the confederacy o f  the Boeotian 
people, to come and place their arms by theirs.

The Platieans, hastily and in great alarm assembling, ŵ ere, in the 
moment, rejoiced to find a disposition so far friendly, among- those 
wdio seemed to have them, their families, and their Avhole state com-

*5 Eighty days after, according to Thucy- June, rather a late harvest-season in Attica, 
dides (b. 2. c. ]<).) the corn of Attica was Eighty days after the seventh o f May,- 
nearly tipe. Eighty days from the eighth namely- the twenty-sixth of July, wheat is 
o f April would be the twenty-seventh of often fipe in the south of England,

p le te ly
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pletely at mercy. They showed therefore a ready disposition to accede 
to the terms proposed. But in the course of the communication that 
insued, having opportunity to discover, amid the darkness, how few 
the Thebans were, they began to observe to oneanother that they were 
abundantly able to overpower those Avho had thus insidiously surprized 
them ; and the resolution was quickly taken to make the attempt. 
That they might not be noticed in preparation, they V oke ways through 
the partition-walls of bouses, and they formed a barricade of carts and 
waggons, from behind which they might make their assault. Waiting 
then till just before daybreak, while darkness might yet at the same 
time give them the greater advantage from their intimate knowlege of 
the place, and increase the alarm and uncertainty of the enemy, they 
began the attack. Twice or thrice they Avere repulsed; but they 
returned to the charge, the women and slaves at tlie same time thrOAving 
stones and tiles from the house-toj)s, Avith an unceasing clamor Avhich 
increased the confusion, vdiile a heav'y rain made the obscurity more 
complete. The Thebans thus unable to hear commands or see com
manders, were incapable of acting in concert, and at length fled, each 
as he could find a passage, in darkness and in dirt, mostly ignorant of 
the Avays, Avhile their pursuers Avere acquainted Avith every turn. A  
Platsean had shut the gate of thetoAvn by which they had entered, and 
Avliich alone had been open; and for Avant of other means at hand,  ̂
fastened it by thrusting the head of a javelin into the .catch of the lock. 
Checked thus in their hope of flight, some of the Thebans mounted the 
rampart, and throwing themseh^es down on the outside, mostly perished: 
some, finding a gate unguarded, obtained an a.ve from a Avoman, Avith 
which lliey forced the lock, and a few tbits escaped. Many were 
killed, scattered about the town; but the greater part, Avho had kept 
more in a body, entered a large building adjoining the rampart, Avhose 
door, AV'hich stood open, they mistook for the towm-gate. This AVas 
observed by the Platmans, Avho took immediate measures to prevent 
their egress. I t  n̂ as then proposed to set fire to the building and 
burn those in i t ; but upon their offering to surrender themselves, they 
Avere receiA'ed as prisoners a t discretion; and shortly after, ail the rest, 
who remained alive Avithin the town, came and delivered their arms.

The
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The marcli o f the troops wliich should have supported the enterprize 
had been retarded by the rain. Upon their arrival at the Asopus, they 
found it so swelled that it was with difficulty forded; and before they 
could reach Platasa, the miscarriage o f those who had entered the place 
M’as complete. As soon as they were aware o f this, they determined to 
plunder the Platasan lands and villages, and to seize all the people they 
could find, that t ^ y  might have hostJ^ges for the security o f  their own 
people, i f  any should be prisoners in Platsea. But the Platreans, expect
ing such a measure, sent a herald to them, threatening immediate death 
to the prisoners i f  any farther attempt was made against the persons or 
effects of the people o f  Platrea, but promising to restore them i f  the 
Thebans would immediately quit their territory. The agreement was 
presently made and ratified by oath, and the Theban army retired 
accordingly. Such, says Thucydides, is the Theban accoun t: but the 
Platmans deny that any oaths passed, and that any promise was given 
for the restoration o f the prisoners, except on condition that a treaty 
should be concluded between the two states. The Platmans, however, 
allowed no opportunity for farther treaty. Hastening the removal o f 
their effects from the country within their fortifications, they put to 
death all their prisoners, to the number o f a hundred and eighty, 
among whom was Eurymachus, the author o f the enterprize.

Such was the inauspicious prelude to the Peloponnesian war. The 
execution o f the unhappy prisoners, supposing no compact to forbid it, 
seems indeed to have been in strict conformity to what may be called 
the national law. o f  the Greeks; upon the same principle as spies, 
traitors, and pirates, are liable to capital punishment by the law o f 
nations in modern Europe. The bodies, as the Grecian law o f humanity 
required, were restored, through the intervention o f heralds. B ut the 
Platreans, awaije that the Thebans would feel upon the occasion, and 
perhaps reason, differently from themselves, prepared for resisting that 
revenge which was to be expected. Immediately upon discovery that 
the town was surprized, a mess'enger had been dispatched to Athens 
with the intelligence; and another as soon as the Thebans were made 
prisoners. Upon receiving the first news, the Athenian administration 
issued orders for seizing all Boeotians within A ttica: in return to the 

5 secondj
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second, directions were sent to keep the prisoners made in Platasa in 
'safe enstod/, till the Athenian government'sTrould determine what 
farther was to be done. Unfortunately, such was the ill-considered 
haste o f the Platceans, the fatal execution had taken place before the 
messenger with this order arrived. So severe a measure, even supposing 
no breach o f faith, plighted or implied, would, by its operation upon 
the passions, preclude negotiation. An Athenian'army was therefore 
sent with a convoy o f provisions to Platsea; a small body was left to 
strengthen the place; and the women, children, and whatever else 

■ would be useless in a siege, were brought away.
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C H A P T E R  X I V ,

Of. the P elopo nne sian  W a r , from its»Commenceraent to the 
Death of P e r i o l e s , with a summary View of the History 
of T hrace.

S E C T I O N  I.

State o f  the Athenian and Peloponnesian Confederacies. Invasion and 
Ravage o f Attica by the Peloponnesians. Operations o f  the Athenian 
Fleet in the Western Seas under Carcinus: Gallant Action o f  the 
Spartan Brasidas : Ravage o f the Peloponnesian Coast, and Acqui
sition o f Cephallenia to the Athenian Confederacy. Operations o f  
the''Athenian Fleet in the Pastern Seas under Cleopompiis. Measures 

f o r  the Security o f  A th en s: Remarkable Decree : Extermination o f  
the Mgineians. Invasion and Ravage o f  M egaris by the Athenians.

Thueyd*1. 2. r  | H I S  unfortunate transaction between two inferior republics, 
JL which no prudence in the leading states could prevent or foresee, 

made accommodation more than ever im practicable; and both parties 
prepared for hostilities with the most serious diligence. A t this time, 

€.8. • says Thucydides, who was" a living witness, Greece .abounded'with
youth, thrpugh inexperience, ardent for war; while, among those o f 
more sober age, wany things contributed to stimulate passion, or excite 
apprehension. Manj' oracular responses were* circulated, many signs 
and wonders were reported; and some phenomena really occurred, o f  a 
kind to affect the imaginations o f men in asupei'stitious age; to raise^ 
hope or inspire alarm. Among these, u hat most ingaged attention was 

. an earthquake that shook the sacred iland o f D elos; which never, 
within the neach of.tradition, had before been so affected. A m id  this 
universal irritation o f men’s minds, a very general disposition prevailed, 
as the candid Athenian in thC most explicit terms avows, to favor the 
Lacediemonian cause, as the cause o f liberty and independency : while

animosity
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animosity an<] indignation were the sentiments excited by that arbitrary 
and oppressive command, which a large portion o f  the-Oreeian people 
experienced, and the rest dreaded, from the soverein Many of Athens.

The twm confederacies,- now upon theToint of ingaging in war, were 
very .differently composed, but the force o f the Greek nation was very 
equally divided between them. W ith the Lacedemonians all the Pelo
ponnesian states joined, except the Argians, vv'ho,remained neuter, and 
the Achaians ; of whom the Pellenians only took part in the beginning Thucyd. 1.2. 
of the war. OF northern Greece, the Al^garians, Boeotians, Locriansj 
Phocians', Ambraciots, Leucadians, and Anactorians, joined the Pelo
ponnesian alliance. The navy was tb be formed by the Lacedaemonians,
Corinthians, Sicyonians, Pellenians, Eleians, Megarians, Ambraciots, 
and Leucadians. The Boeotians, Phocians, and Locriahs furnished 
cavalry; the other states infantry only. It was proposed to raise no 
less than five hundred trireme galleys within the confederacy; its pro
portion being assessed upon every maritime state; and contributions in 
money were required from all. Ministers \ êre sent to endevor to form 
alliances among foreiu nations ; and the great king, as the king o f 
Persia was called, or bftener simply the King, was not neglected; but c. 9. 
for external assistance the principal expectation was from the Italian ‘ .
and I^eilian Greeks, who possessed considerable maritime forc^ and 
mostly favored the Peloponnesian interest.

Athens bad few allies, properly so called. On the-continent o f 
Greece the principal were the Thessalians and the Acarnanians; the Thacyd. 1,2. 
former little ingaged by interest or inclination, but bound by a treaty 
o f long ’ standing: mojt o f  the Acarnanian towns, tho some were 

' adverse, joined with more zeal in the Athenian cause. .The Platasans c. 
are besides named, and the Messenians of Naupactus: the republic o f 
the former however, except the meef garrisoh o f their town, existing 
only within, the walls of Athens;, and that o f the latter never capable o f 
existence but under Athenian protection. O f the ilands, Coreyra,
Zacynthiis, Chit̂ s? arid Lesbos, are alone properly reckoned among the 
allies of Athens, Coreyra assisted in fixing Zacynthus, before tlis ' 
posed to the Athenian interest. Chios and the republics o f Lesbos 
were still treated with respect by the Athenian government, as inde-

I 2 pendent
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pendfent states; and they still possessed their own fleets. A ll the other 
Hands’ o f the jEgean sea, except the Lacedieinonian colonies o f Melos- 
and Thera, all the numerous and wealthy Grecian cities o f Asia Minor^ 
o f the Hellespont, and o f Thrace, were trilnitary subjects o f the Athe
nian people ; not allowed to possess ships o f  war, hut dependent upon- 
Athens for protection, and liable to every kind and degree o f controul 
from that irftperial state,'

Neivs o f the transactions at P la^ a, arrivingat Lacedaemon, hastened^ 
the measure, before in some cjegree resolved upon, to invade Attica.- 
Summons were sent through the confederacy, in.pursuance o f which 
two-thirds o f the whole landrforce o f the Peloponnesian states , met the 
Lacedrenionian army, on an appointed, day, at the Corinthian isthmus. 
The,command-in-chicf was not denied to the venerable king A rchi- 
damus, notwithstanding his known disapprobation o f the war, nor did 
he scruple, in that command, to show his steddiness in the principles 
he had always professed. Before he. would lead-his forces. out o f Pelo
ponnesus, he sent a herald, to make one more trial whether the threaten
ing storm, now ready to hoist, might have produced any.disposition in 
the Athenians to relax, Thucydides has left no room to doubt either 

_ that his_purposeAvas liberal and generous, or that his influence to guide 
the counsels o f the confederacy in the w.ay o f liberality and generosity,- 
the way that he thought the common good o f Greece, and the g o o d o f 
Lacsedemon and alt Peloponnesus,.as inseparable from the common goodi 

• o f Greece, required, was very deficient.- In this persuasion apparently 
o f the Athenian administration,, probably under the direction o f  Periclesj 
an answer \yas returned, importing'  ̂ that, i f  the Peloponnesianswould 
communicate with -the Athenians^ they must first withdraw th'eir army, 
and send the troops o f the several states to their respective homes: the 
herald AVas required to leave Athens the same day, and.conducted by a 
guard to the Attic border. Upon this Archidamus proce.eded on his . 
march. The Thebans, marching to join him, detached a part o f  their 
infantry to Avaste the Plata;an lands. W ith the remainder, and all their 
cavalry, they reached him in' the Megarian territory, 

c. 13. .  WJiile the Peloponnesian troops Avere assembling, Pericles Avas-
' ingaged in the arduous office o f preparing the minds o f  .the Athenian

people
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•people for what was to follow ; obviating the clamors o f faction, the 
discontent M'hich would arise from the unavoidable calamities o f a 
defensive war, and the jealousies to v.hich his own situation o f first- 
minister of the commonwealth would now more than ever expose him. 
He had been elected, according to, the ordinary military establishment 
o f Athens, with pine collegues, to command the Athenian forces. But 
since the first Persian invasion, the practice seenis. to have gained to 
appoint one o f the ten, by popular election, to be perpetual chief, with 
the title of general of the comnionwealth,i and with the sole power to 
convoke; at his'discretion, extraordinary assemblies o f the people. 
Pericles was now so elected.- But Pericles had lived in habits o f 
friendship with the Spartan king Archidamus: they were ingagedj, 
together in the sacred league of hospitality. Possibly Archidamus, in 
kindness to Pericles', might, amid the general ravage o f Attica, procure 
favor to his estates: possibly, to excite envy'and jealousy against him, 
the Lacedremonians most hostile to him might pfocure ostentation of 
such a mark o f good-vdll from’the enemies of his country. ‘ To prevrent 
Hi consequences, Pericles declared, in the assembly o f the people, his 
apprehension of such circumstances; and he added that, if  any of his 
estates should' be more Spared than those around them, they should be 
no longer his own but the public property. He took opportunity at 
the same time for repeating his exhortation to the people, to clisfegard- 
the waste o f their possessions in Atticaj and by a ll means to avoid any 
general ingagement by land, directing their utmost attention to their 
navy. This alone, he said,' could maintain their dominion over their“ 
invaluable transmarine possessions and dependencies, and only those 
could insure them that final $uccessj which superiority o f revenue, 
under the direction of wise counsels, must always give. He proceeded 
then to a display of ,the means which the commonwealth possessed. 
The annual tribute from tran.hnarine dependencies, exclusively o f other 
sources of revenue, he observed amounted now to six hundred talents, 
about one hundred and fifty thousand pounds steihng.  ̂ But there were 
actually in the treasury, in coined moneys less than six thousand 
talents, or' one million five hundred thousand pounds sterling. The 
uncoined' gold-and silver, which might be employed, should the neces

sities.
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Thucyd. 1. 6, 
<J. fll. & al.

sities of tbe conunonwealth require, offerings public and private, sacred 
vases used in processions and public festivals, Persian spoils, and a 
variety o f smaller articles, wouldTa'mbunt to not less than five hundred 
talents. Beside'all this, the pure gold dbout the single statue o f IMinerva 
in the acropolis was o f the weight o f forty talents; precisely, according 
to Arbathnot, a ton averclupois, and in value about a hundred and fifty 
thousand pounds sterling *; and this quantity o f gold had been so 
adapted'by Pheidias that the whole m ight be taken off without injury 
to the statue; and whenever returning public wealth in settled peace 
afforded means, it might be replace'd. -T h e  military force o f  the com
monwealth was at the same time truly formidable.. The native heavy- 
armed foot were no less than twenty-nine thousand men. ’ Sixteen 
thousand of these sufficed for guards and garrisons ; and the eldest and 
the youngest o f the citizens were competent for that service; so" that 
there remained thirteen thousand, the flower of the Athenian youth, to 
be employed in annoying the enemy wherever opportunity m ight offer. 
The cavalry, including the horse-bowmen, were twelve hundred; the 
foot-bowmen wete sixteen hundred; and the Arhole native force o f the 
commonwealth thus amounted to near thirty-two thousand men, 
exclusiyely o f .the numerous light-tirmed slaves always attendant upon 
Grecian armies. WKat should be added for the forces which m ight be 
raised'among tbe allies and subjects o f the state/the historian has not 
informed us, and we have no means for calculation. The fleet con
sisted o f three hundred trireme galleys. The crews would be more than 
fifty thousand men. How far slaves were, employed,. and how far the 
citizens o f subject states, we have no precise information. B ut every 
Athenian was more' or less a seaman : even the heavy-armed sometimes 
worked at the oar; and, upon occasion, all the seamen equally served 
by land. .But the meer sailor was commonly o f the lowest order o f 
citizens, carried only light armour,'and was esteemed o f inferior mili-

* 'A .ton weight appears an enormous 
qilajjtity of gold to be so employed;'yet 
the accou). Seems not to have excited sus
picion among commentators, antient or 
anodern. Indeed when a  quantity o f gold

was collected, means to make interest o f it 
were not, ia  those .days, ready ; and to 
secure it against democratical extravagance, 
for a resource in calamity, no method was 
so effectual as dedicating it in a temple.

tary

    
 



' 5ect.T. ASUJiES ' o f  ATHEN'S.^
taiy rank to the heavy-armed and perhaps even to tlie middle-armed 
soldier. '  . ■

Persuaded,- says Thucydides, hy these, arid other arguments Avhich 
Pericles M̂as, accustomed to urge, the A ttic people applied themselves 
to ih e ungrateful task of stripping. *their whole country, and filing  
themselves with their families within that space, ample of its kind, 
which the wmlls surrounding and connecting Athens and its ports 
inclosed.' All their furniture they brought with them ;  and diany even 
the frames of their houses; valuable in a country where the materials 
for building were wood arid m a r b l e t h e  former scarce j the latter, tho 
plentiful, yet in Avorkmanship costly. Their cattlep great Und small) 
and attending slaveSj umre transported to the neighboring ilands, prin
cipally to Eubcea. This measure however was not resolved o% even 
upon conviction of the pressure of necessity) without extreme reluc
tance ; for the A ttic people, continues the Cotemporary Avriter, AA'ere, 
beyond all other Greeks, attached to their countr}" possessions and a 
country life. The ravages- of the Persian Avar were noAV repaired, Avith 
large improvement upon the antient state of things; most of the houses . 
Avere newly built; some lately completed, and elegantly and expensively* 
■furnished, so that, according to IsocrateS) they were superior to the 
houses in the city. The temples also in the several borough towns, 
destroj'ed in the Persian Avar, had been zealously restored ; and the 
people AA*ere warmly attached to those Avhich they esteemed their own 
inherited religious.rites, peculiar to thattOAvn Avhichhad been the tOAvn 
of their ancestors, before Theseus concentrated their religion, govern- 
meflt, and jurisprudence of the country in Athens, . . .

Beside the prejudices thus to '’be violated and imaginary evils to be 
supported, the real iuconA’euiencies, unavoidably attejKlingthe measure, 
Avere great. While their improvements AVere to be demolished, and the 
revenues from their estates, to cease, only a few of the more opulent, 
could obtain houses for the habitation of their families; and but a 
small proportion could be received’ into those of their friends.'  The 
numerous temjdes of Athens' afforded an incommodious shelter to 
•many; all were occupied, exceptingdhose Avithin the citadel, and the 
magnificent and highly venerated Eleusinium, the fane o f the niysterious'

Ceres,

6 5

Xen. Hal. 
1.1, T. 2. 
s, 1 , 2 ;

Tbucyd. J. 
e. li:

Isocr. .\3-eiop' 
p. 130. t. 2.
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Ceres, Aritli one or tw o others, which were firmly locked. Even the
superstition which had taught to dread the roof o f the temple called
the Pelasgic, as under a curse from the deity, yielded to the pressing
necessity o f the times. Those who, in the actual circumstances; took

%
Ihê  lead in public business, had certainly a difficult and hazardous 
office : i t  was o f urgent necessity for them to be cautious o f pressing 
.upon a larger portion o f the soverein multitude in favor o f  a sm aller; 
aiwi hence perhaps the distressed individuals from the country were not 
objects, as apparently they ought to have been, of the care o f govern
ment, but were left almost intirely to t;heir own means and their own 
discretion. When the temples* were all occupied, the turrets o f the 
city-walls were resorted to for private residence. But neither buildings 
nor space within the c ity  sufficed for the multitude. M any families 
formed for themselves tlie best shelter they were able, on the vacant 
ground inclosed within the long walls and about the port o f  Peiraeus. 
In this space, could the administration have used the foresight and 
diligence which it  seems to have possessed, all of, the greater part, 
best botii for themselves and for the public, perhaps m ight have been 

.accommodated. Measures against' the enemy showed ability and 
energy. The most effectual steps were taken for applying the force o f 
the allies; and a fleet o f  a hundred triremes was prepared for an expe
dition against Peloponnesus. ' ‘

The Peloponnesian army meanwhile entered A ttica by the way o f 
(Enoe, and the first operation was the siege* o f that town, critically 
situated for the defence o f the border ..against Bceotia, and therefore 
strongly fortified and well provided. The reluctance o f the Athenians 
to abandon their estates had.been such, that much o f theireffects m ight 
have been the prey o f the invaders, i f  the delay occasioned by the siege 
o f Q2noe had not given opportunity to complete the removal. Com 
plaint was in consequence loud against Archidamus. T hat worthy 
prince had scarcely now given up all hope that'som e disposition to 
concession on~the part o f  the Athenians might afford opportunity to 
open a treaty, and save Greece from the ruin threatened by the exertion 
o f  its. whole force so equally divided against itself. B ut when the 

& 15. siege had been pressed for several days, with the machines then in use,
and

Tl>ucyd. 1. 2
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and in all the known '•ways o f attack upon fortifications \  and little 
progress'was made, discontent spreading and growing more vehement 
through the army, and no symptpm appearing o f a disposition among 
the Athenians to treat, Archidamus yielded to the wishes of his troops.
About eighty days after the attempt upon Plat^a, when the corn Avas Ĝth June, 
neas’ly ripe, being joined by the Tlieban infantry, he raised the siege o f 
CEnoe, and advanced into Attica with an army, according to. Plutarch, o f Plut. v5t, 
sixty thousand men. The Eleusinian and Thwasian plains were immedi
ately ravaged : a body of Athenian horse was defeated hear Rheiti; and 
the army, keeping mount .Egaleon on the right, passed by the way of 
Cecropia to Acharna?, the largest and richest boroogh of Attica, 
situate Avithin eight miles o f Athens.

Archidamus had expected that the Athenian people, strong in num
bers, naturally high-spirited and impatient, and prepared for war as 
they had never before been, would not have borne, without opposition,' 
the waste of the Eleusinian and Thriasian lands; but Ire depended still 
more upon the ruin now hanging over Acharnre. The people o f that 
borough formed no fewer than three thousand heavy-armed foot; they 
could not but have great weight in the Athenian assembly; and 
Archidamus thought it  probable that their impatience, under the de
struction.of their prophty, would influence tjie whole people to require, 
that they should.be led out to battle: or otherwise; that when the 
Acharnians saw their own estates ruined, they would with little zeal 
ingage in the defence of those of others, and thus he might proceed 
with more security to ravage all the rest o f the country. Wliat passed 
in Athens proved the justness o f his judgement. From the time o f the c.2l. 
Persian war, now remembered only by a few o f the oldest citizens,

;Attica, except a small part of the border, had never felt the ravage o f 
an enemy, The Eleusinian and Thriasian plains had been plundered 
about fourteen years before by the army under Pleistoanax; and so 
much was supported now as matter to be expected. But when th e - 
Peloponnesian .nrrny incumped witlqn sight o f Athens, and the rich 
Acharnian ■ vale was to bê  the next object o f devastation, the whole 
city was in uproar. Some were vehement for marching out to'defend

VoL. II. . K their
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tlieir property J others as warmly opposed a measure which would so 
indanger the commonwealth; but on all sides there was an outcry 
against Pericles; who, whether as advising the war, or refusing the 
means o f ingaging the enemy, was reproached as the principal .author 
o f the present evils.

Amid all the vehemenco o f clamor, the intrigues o f faction, and'the 
threafeof popular animosity, Pericles remained immoveable. Leaving 
the ferment to evaporate* in altercation among individuals, he w’ould 
convene no assembly ; he would hold no coun cil; but while he gave 
his own attention, he directed also that o f  otiiers as much as possible 
to what, in any moment o f sober reflection, all would admit to be o f 
the first importance, the guard o f the city and the preservation o f good 
order. Meantime.-he was frequently sending out parties o f  cavalry to 
cut ofTstragglers and prevent the extension o f  ravage to any distance 
from the Peloponnesian camp. Expectation thus raised, and an interest 
created for the public mind, popular passion w’as diverted, popular com
bination-dissipated, and ruinous resolutions w'cre prevented. In au 
action with the Boeotian horse, the Athenian and Thessalian had the 
advantage, till a body o f Peloponnesian foot coming up, compelled 
them to fetreat. They so far however-vindicated the honor o f their 
arms as, on the same day, to carry ofif their dead, without a truce, 
which the defeated usually splicited for the purpose; and H was not 
till the next day that the Peloponnesians, in claim of victory, erected 

. a trophy on the field. After some time, provisions hegdnnipg to fail iu 
c.  S3.  the Peloponnesian camp, and every provocation appearing ineffectual 

against the resolution o f  tlie Athenians not to risk a general ingage- 
inent, the army .moved from AchamEe. Ravaging the lands between 
tlie mountains Paines and Brilessus, they proceeded by Qropus, whose 
territory they also ravaged, into Boeotia, and having thus . traversed 
Attica from west to east, they returned into Peloponnesus, and dis
persed to their several homes. I

While such were the sufferings o f  A ttica in this first, summer o f  the 
war, a fleet o f  a hundred trireme galleys, with a thousand h eavy foot 
and four hundred bowmen, was sent from Pekieus, oinder iCarcinus, 
Proteas, and Socrates s o n o f Antigeires, to  retaliate devastation upon 

11 Pelppoimesus.
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Teloponhesus, Fifty galleys from Corcyra, aud*a few from l̂ome o f  .
the other allies, joined this armament; A descent was made first oa Thucyd, I. a. 
the Messeniah coast, and the troops marched toward-Methone; a tow», 

ihen ill fortified, and witliout a garrison. As it was Icnown that there 
was no considerable military force in the neighborhood, they incaippcd, 
scattered around the place, at the same time to prevent valuables from 
being carried out, and, to collect booty from the country. But Brasidas,
•who commanded the district, with only a hundred LaeedjemoijiaH^ 
piercing their camp, got into Methone; and by the order which he 
•established amoirg the inhabitants, together with the sm;all force which 
he brought (for the Spartans were all bred to be either soldiers or 
•oiilCers as occasion might require) securedthe place against an assaulth 
The Athenian commanders, finding their design thus frustrated, for it 
Was not at all their purpose to i ngage. in a siege, t eimharkM tlieir forces.
By this bold and sueqessful e i ^ t ,  Brasidas gained great* credit in 
.■ Sparta, and became considered as an officer superiorly qualified for 
commands which might require activity and daring exertion. .

Tlie Pcloptam^ians early found that a navy was not to he created 
so rapidly as some o f  their warmer politicians bad promised them. A  
^ide-extent of coast Temahied, ahd was likely to  remain, open to the 
attacks of the Athenian fleet. .The land-force was again debarked near 
the E-teian town of Pheia, which -was taken; the neighboring country 
Was ravaged, and the Eleiaas, assembled an haste to protect their pro
perly,. were<lefeated. To keep Pheia being however no object to tlie 

■ Athenian commanders, tlae Eleiahs 'Were no sooner collected in force 
sufficient to  Oppose them, than they reimharked their troops, and pro
ceeding northward along the coast, continued their depredations 
wherever -they found most temptation and least danger. They took c. 3o. 
Solinm, a  small, tOAVn on the JEtoJian coast belonging t'O the Corin
thians, and gave it to th e  Acaroanians o f Ealira. T hey took Astacus 
in Acarnania, -and, expelling -its tyrant Evarchu% tliey committed the

 ̂ ’Ai9f®Vw> 8x luoflur, is the phrase used by 
Tliucydides in  '“first' speaking -df Methane. 
In the very next sentence h&rsays tijat Bra- 
sidas Tots i> T« jiup'ai. His

therefore ■was, that there were no Lacedeemo- 
(niMS in tire -place, ,and consequently ,uo 
.-soldiers; the inhabi tan tSibeing tall .unarmed 
Messenians and Helots.
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supreine poM’er to the popular assembly, and the city became a member 
of the Athenian confederacy. They proceeded then to Cephallenia, 
which was at that time divided,between no less than four republics, 
Palcy Crane, Same, and Prone. The particularity with which Thney- 
dides describes its situation and circumstances implies that, in his time, 
those western’ ilands were little generally known among the Greeks. 
W ithout any act o f hos'tility, the whole o f  Cephallenia was induced to 
accede to the Athenian alliance. After’ these considerable services, 
the arfnament returned to Attica.

While the war was thus carried into the western seas o f Greece, a 
squadron o f thirty galleys, under Cleopompus, sailed’ eastward and 
northward, to protect Eubcea, and to annoy the hostile states in its 
neighborhood, especially Locris. Some o f  the lands on the Locrian 
coast were ravaged; the town ofThronium, capitulating, gave hostages 
to insure the performance o f some compact,’ probably for payment o f a 
subsidy and abstaining from hostilities, and the Locrians o f the other 
towns, taking the field to relieve Thronium, were defeated at Alope.

€. 32. To prevent depredations which the Opuntian Locrians were accustomed
to make, on the. Eubcean coas^ the little iland o f Atalanta, near tire 
coast o f Locris, was fortified, and a small naval force was stationed 
there.

Within Attica, meanwhile, after the departure o f the Peloponnesian 
army, the counsels - o f  the administration were diligently, directed to 
provide the best security for the cquntry that its exposed situation and 
the inferiority o f its landforce would ad m it: posts rvere occupied on 
the frontier, and guard-ships were stationed on different parts o f  the 
coast. A  measure followed, which, taking place at the time when 
Thucydides w’rote and Pericles spoke, and while Pericles held the prin
cipal influence in the administration, strongly marks both the inherent 
weakness and the indelible barbarisni o f democratical government. A  
decree of the people directed that a" thousand talents should be set 
apart in the treasury in the citadel, as a deposit, not to  be, touched 
unless the enemy should attack the city by sea; a circumstance which 
implied the prior ruin of the Athenian fleet, and the only one, it  was 
supposed, which could superinduce the ruin o f the commonwealth.

, • B u t
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But so liltle confidence was placed in a decree* so important, sanctioned 
only by the present will o f that giddy tyrant the multitude o f Atliens,- 
against whose-caprices since the depression o f the court o f Areiopagus, 
no balancing power remained, the denunciation o f capital punishment 
was added against whosoever should propose, and whosoever should 
concur in, any decree for the disposal of that money to any other pur̂  
pose, or in any other circumstaiices. It was at the same time ordered, 
by the same authority, tliat a hundred triremes should be yeaj’ly selected, 
the best o f the fleet, to be employed on the same occasion only, 
t Another measure, of no small actual severity, was thought justifiable 
by public , expediency, apd by the right and the duty o f obviating* 
public danger. , It was judged unsafe to- permit a people so invete- 
rately inimical as the dEginetans, and known to have been active in 
exciting the war, any longer to hold, tho under the controul, o f an 
Athenian garrison, thatiland which had been emphatically termed the 
Eyesore of Peireeus. It was desirable at the same time to disincumber 
the city of a part of the multitude which so inconveniently crouded it. 
The iEginetans were therefore expelled from their iland, and a colony 
of Athenians took possession o f their lands and houses. A  garrison 
was thus maintained without public expence, and the governmentAvas 
relieved o f some portion o f the care incumbent on it,, to provide for. 
those citizens who were unable to provide for themselves^ ‘ A  distribu
tion o f money from the public treasury alleviated the present, wants o f  
the remaining poor in Athens. N o  provision seems tp have been made 

.or proposed by the Athenian government fon the exmrminated .(Egi- 
netans. Instances indeed are so familiar, in Grecian history, of an; 
obnoxious people, a Grecian people, reduced to'slavery by a Grecian 
people, that it might perhaps be"'thought an act o f clemency to allow 
them to. migrate.. The . Lacedmmonians Jiowever gave them the 
Thyreatis, a small territory on the confines o f Laconia and ATgolis, a 
situation probably inconvenient enough, from the constant enmitj?; n̂ f 
Argos to Lacedaemon. A  few only o f the exiles found more desirable* 
establishments among their friends in other parts.of Greece. Thucy
dides mentions, among the events o f this summer, a nearly total

eclipse
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cdipse o f  the sail, begihniiig soon after itiidda}’’, wdiich ascertains the 
chronology.

Towarii the close o f  autumn the whole force o f Athens marched, 
under the command of-Pericles, to retaliate the vengeance^and reap the 
profit o f  ravage, where it could be done most readily, and now with 
■ complete security, in the bordering territory o f Megara. The fleet under 
Carcinus, just returned from the Mcstern sea, was lying at dEgina. Pro- 
'ceCding to 4he Megarian coast, its landforce joined that under Pericles. 
Thus was formed, according to Thucydides, the largest Athenian army 
•ever assembled in the course o f the War. The Athenians were not less 
thhii ten thousand, and the Metics, those denizens o f Athens -svho had 
'not 'the privileges o f Athenian citizens, v̂ere four thousand heavy-armed 
foot : the huhibOr o f light-armed he does not state, but he says they 
Were a large body. When-plunder and Waste bad been carr'red as far 
hs cfii’c’uihstances allowed, the Svhole armament returned to PeiriUu.s 

.fend Athens.

S E C T I O N  II.

Summary View o f  the History o f Thrace: Alliance negotiated by 
A  thens with Sitalces K ing i f  Thrace and Perdiccas K in g  o f  M ace- 
■ donia. Public Funeral at- Athens in honor o f'th e Slain in their 
Country's Service. Expedition o f  the Corinthians against Acarnmua 
ayd Cephallenia. . .

-Su ch  Were the military transactions o f the first summer o f  the war. 
Meanwhile riegotiations had been diligently prosecuted ; with the pur
pose chiefly'of providing security for that revenue, arising in tribute 
from transmarine Grecian states, which inabled Athens to maintain the 
most-powerful navy then^in the world, and to withstand the superior' 
land-force of the Peloponnesian confederacy. The fenniity o f  the k in g  

iof Macedonia threatened inconvenience; and, especially to abviate tins, 
jan improvrarent of friendly connection with the extensive m onarchy o f  
Thrace was desirable.

Thrace, as we have formerly observed, appears to have heen occupied 
in  early times by the same Pelasgian hords who principally gave origin to 
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the Grecian people. But instead o f advancing with the Greehs in Icnnw* 
lege and civilization, those glimmerings o f science which, according to 
the oldest Grecian traditions, beamed upon their country before they ' 
reached Greece, were totally lost; and'two prejudices, perhaps brought • 
by herds from the mountains of the interior, who overwhelmed- the - 
civilized inhabitants of the coast, becoming leading principle-s 
over the M'hole nation, made the Thracians incorrigibly* barbarous:
‘ To live by war 'and rapine,’ says Herodotus,
‘ and their g io ry; and nothing 'they esteem so disiibnorable • as 
‘ agriculture.’ A most indispensable ornament o f th eif jiersons was' 
to have the skin punctured iti various figures; a \vhimsieal practice 
of barbarians, remarkable for its universality ; found antientl}* among 
our ancestors the Britons, in the extreme of the old world, and lately' 
among their antipodes in the little Hands o f the Pacific ocean;' who, 
but for the wonderful improvements o f modem European navigation,’ 
must have remained ever equally unknown to the people of the- old 
world, and o f what has been called the new. Between mount Hmmus' 
and the Danube lived the Getes, by some supposed the founders of thê
Gothic name; according to Thucydides a- Thracian people, but stili more Thucyd, 1.2. 
barbarous than the other Thracians^ resembling in manners tlie Scythi
ans, who wandered to an unknown extent, over the vast continent 
to the northward and northeastward o f the Danube and the Euxinc:

Under the reign of Darius, the. whole of the Thracian country haa 
'been brought to acknowlege the Pm iSn dominion. T he retreat o f the'
Persians out o f Europe, after the defeat of Xerxes, appears to have 
given opportunity for forming, among its ■ people, an empire" such' 
as had been befofe unknown. What Avara or what policy led to it we
ave uninformed; but Teres, chief o f the Odrysian clan, becarne -sovereiri ci 
of all the Thracians, from the iEgean sea to the Danube, a'ud ftom the 
Euxine to the Strymon ; a fcountry Gohsidetably larger than'^all G rCece.'
Some mountaineers o f the borders, and some elans o f .the’̂ lafris, in the 
central part o f the continent beyond the'Strymon, alone maintained 
themselves in independency. The- Grecian towns oil' the-coast;' all 
paying tribute to Athens to have saftty for their eommerbe; 'found il 
convenient alsb to pay tribute to the Thracian'p^incej -to have safety 
for their lands and towns. So far then owning'subjection, ahcl ceiltn-i

* ■ buting
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buting to the strength and splendor of the monarchy, they were r o t  
objects of jealousy and oppression, b u ttath er of protection and incou- 
ragement: for the Thracians, wealthy by the possession of ample'and 
fruitful territory, by the produce of mines of the richest metals, and 
by the command o f numerous tributaries, but despising agriculture 
and commerce, did not despise convcniencies, or even luxuries, which 
only agriculture and commerce Can give.

On the death o f Teres the extensive monarchy o f Thrace devolved 
to his son Sitalces, who had married the sister o f Nymphodorus, a 
citizen o f the •Grecian tow n.of Abdera, one-of the subject dependencies 
o f Athens. An advantageous opening was thus offered to the Athenian 
government for improving their interest with the Thracian king. 
Through Nymphotlorus an alliance Avas formed with Sitalces: and 
such was the ascendancy Avhich the jittle republic^ o f Greece had 
acquired among forein nations, Sadocus, the eldest son o f the powerful 
monarch of Thrace, accepted, as a valuable honor, his admission to the 
name and privileges o f one o f the Athenian people. The brother-in- 
law o f Sitalces then undertook to be mediator between the king o f 
Macedonia and the Athenian commonvrealth.; and, for the town o f 
Therme, Perdiccas joined the Thracian prince in tlie Athenian 
alliance.

W inter setting in, and military operations being suspended, Pericles 
did not neglect the means - which established custom offered, for 
animating the Athenian people in the cause in Avhich they were 
ingaged, and converting even the calamities of Avar into an occasion  
o f  triumph! The, funeral of those Avho had fallen in their country’s 
service was publicfy solemnized; and the manner of it  remains 

Thucyd, 1 .2, particularly described by Thucydides. Three days before the cere
mony of burial, the hopes, collected from the bodies previously 
burnt, according to the, ordinary practice of the Greeks, Avere ar
ranged under an ample awuing,. While thus, according to  the 
modern phrase, they lay in state, it Avas usual for the relations to  
visit them, and throw on anything that fancy or superstition gave  
to imagine a grateful offering to the spirits o f the deceased, or honor
able to their memory among the living. The day of the burial being 
afrived, the bones AA'̂ ere placed in ten chests of cypress-Avood,. raised

on
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on carHages, one for each ward o f Attica, and an eleventh carriage 
bore an empty bier with a pall, in honor'of those whose bodies could 
not be recovered. Procession was then made in solemn march to the 
public tomb in the flerameicns, the most beautiful suburb of the city ; 
the female relations of the deceased attending, and, according to the 
Grecian custom, venting their lamentations aloud. From the institu*. 
tion o f  the ceremony, the tomb in the Cerameicus had been the recep
tacle df all who had been honored with a-public funeral, excepting 
those who had fallen at Marathon; who, for the supereminence-of their 
merit, and the singular glory of the action, had been buried in the field 
o f battle, where their peculiar monument Avas raised over them. Some 
person o f superior dignity and eminent abilities was always appointed 
by the people to speak the funeral panegyric. On the present occasion 
every eircuuistance directed the public choice to Pericles. When 
thereforeAhe ceremony of intombing was over, Pericles passed through, 
the croud to a lofty stand-raised for the occasion, so that he might be 
heard by the attending multitude the most extensively pdssible; and 
thence delivered that oration, the heads t»f which at least Thucydides, 
who was probably-pjesent, has, it is from his own professions to be pre
sumed, faithfully collected, preserving in a great degree. eVen the 
manner in which it was spoken. It remains, in its original language, 
a finished model of the simple and severe sublime in oratory, which has 
been the admiration o f all succeeding ages; but which must sink in 
any translation, denies abridgement, and defies either imitation or 
paraphrase, perhaps* beyond any composition that ever was committed 
to writing. ,

Thucyd. 1. 
c. 3 4  
& Not.ed, 
Cuk.

Thucyd. 1. 2.
c. 34.

1.1. C.22.
1.1. c. 35 Sc 
46.

The winter was’ not fOr all parts o f  Greece, as for Athens> a. season 1.2. c.'S3. 
of repose. Evarchus, the expelled tyrant o f AstaCus in Acarnania, 
applied lo Corinth for assistance to restore him to his little dominion.
The antients seldom ventured upon maritime expeditions in short days 
and stormy seasons; the narrowness o f their seas, the height and 
rockiness of their coast, the frequency o f sudden squalls, and the want 
of a gui^e in cloudy weather, rendering it far more dangerous than 
where the ocean is at hand, and where in a stout vessel, under guidance,

Voi*. II. L  of
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o f ,the compass, distance from land is safety. The zeal o f  Corinth 
however was not to be deterred. Foj ty ships o f war and fifteen hundred 
heavy foot, under Euphamidas, with some auxiliary mercenaries raised 
by Evarchus, recovered Astapus. Attempts were made upon some- 
other towns o f Acarnania, but without success. The Corinthians then 
moving homeward, debarked in Cepb^llenia, on the Cranaean lands. 
The Cranseans, amusing them with the pretence o f a disposition to 
capitulate, attacked them unawares, and forced them to reimbark with 
loss ; upon which, without attempting anything further, they returned 
to Corinth.

S E C T I O N '  HI .

Second Invasion o f  A ttica by the Peloponnesians. Pestilence at Athens. 
OperatioM o f  the Athenian Fleet bn the Peloponnesian Coast under 
Pericles ; and on the Macedonian Coast under Agnon. Fffects o f  
popular Discontent at Athens. F irst'E ffo rt o f  the Peloponnesian 
Fleet. Attempt o f  the Peloponnesians tp send an Embassy into 
Persia. Barbarity o f  the Grecian System o f JVar. A n  Athenian  
Squadron sjationed in the iVestern Sea. Surrender o f  Potideea ta 
the Athenians. D eath o f  Pericles.

T he events o f  the first campain justify the wisdom both o f  Pericle* 
and o f  Archidamus, in the counsels they respectively gave before the 

^commencement o f hostilities. The Peloponnesians %vere evidently not 
prepared to wage offensive war against Athens with any advantage. A  
considerable part o f Attica had been ravaged; the harvest had been 
consumed, carried off, or destroyed. But Athens could support that 
loss; and the Athenian fleets had meanwhile, with less expence, and 
inconvenience, and probably with more profit, been dealing destruction 
and gathering spoil in various parts o f Peloponnesus and its confederate 
states. A t the same time negotiations had been concliided wRich pro-, 
mised great access o f strength to Athens for the cainpains to insue; 
while the Peloponnesians, M'ho had proposed to extend their alliances^ 
had brought nothing o f  the kind to-effect,,

■* In
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lii  the secbftd year the Peloponnesian army was again assembled lu 
spring; and toward the beginning o f summer, still under the command 
o f Archidatnus, again entered and ravaged Attica. But a natural 
calamity, far more terrible than the swords o f .their enemies, now 
attacked the Athenians; a pestilential fever, in many points nearly 
resembling that scourge which  ̂ under the name o f the plague, has been̂ j 
in modern times, continually desolating the fine climates o f the east ; 
yet, according to the accurate Thucydides, differing in some essential 
circumstances, It was then new to the Greeks. Like the modem 
plague, it was supposed to have originated in Ethiopia; whence,passing 
into Egypt, it was quickly communicated over the greater part o f the 
Persian empire. Among the Greeks it was first observed in some 
tdv/ns o f the Asian coast, and of the neighboring ilands, particularly 
Lemnos. Its first appearance among the Athenians was in Peirasus ; 
and they were So little aware how i t  came, or what it was, that a fancy 
arose', and gained soirie credit among them, that the wells had been 
poisoned by the Peloponnesians. Quickly it made its way into the 
upper town, as Athens was often called, and then the mortality increased 
rapidly. What was the cause o f this malady, says Thucydides, I will 
leave to othets to investigate; but 1 will describe its effects, which I 
can undertake to do exactly; having both experienced them in my 
own'person, and seen numbers o f  others under the same affliction. '*

' The year, it is universally acknowleged, was remarkably healthy, till Thucyd. 1.2. 
the pestilence appeared; and then every existing sickness seemed to 
change into that one, dr lost its symptoms in the violence o f the super
vening disorder. Persons; apparently in perfect health, were suddenly 
seized, first with extreme heat in the head, attended with particular 
redness and inflammation o f the eyes ; then quickly the tongue and 
throat assumed a bloody appearance, the breath became fetid, frequent 
sneezing followed, with hoarseness of-the voice ; and before long the 

• breast labored, and a violent cough came on. The stomach was then 
afl'ected; evacuations in all -ways followed, attended with excessive 
colicky pains, and often Vvith violent'hiccoughs ahd spasifis; The flesh 
meanwhile, not externally hot to the touch, appeared reddish and livid, 
and broke out in pustules and iilcers. But the internal fever was such

L 2 ' that’
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that the patient'could scarcely bear the lightest covering ; and what 
the affection o f the moment gave to imagine as the most, agreeable 
relief, was to plunge intO: coUl water. M any o f the poorer sort, i l l  
attended, ran to Uie wells, and there indulged,'to. extreme, the immer 
diate calls o f immoderate thirst. Through the whole of. the disorder 
to  sleep was impossible; yet considering the violence o f the symptoms, 
the sufferers were less weakened.than might have been expected.. The 
fever was mostly spent by the seventh, or, at farthest, by the ninth day.; 
and if  the patient resisted so long., *he was generally left not without 
some strength to combat wha,t was to follow,. ' Rut the ulceration o f 
the bowels, which then took place, and the- flux,.^its coasequence,. 
•destroyed, numbers.. For the disease, beginning with the, head,-per~ 
vaded the whole body, and finally fixed upon the extrem ities: so that 
some, w'ho had supported all the vebem.ence o f its attack upon the 
vital parts, Sm vived at last, not without the loss o f their hands, their 
feet, their privy members, or their-eyes. Some, were totally deprived o f  
memory; on their recovery not knowing their nearest Riends, nor even 
themselves. The extreme and singular, virulence o f  the disorder 
appeared also remaj-kably in the refusal o f animals o f  prey to. touch 
the corpses, which lay in  numbers unburied, and in the death, which 
insued to the more ravenous few which fed on them., O f birds o f  
prey indeed there was- a very, remarkable scarcity ,. almost a  dere-f 
liction o f the countryv so that the effect was principally observed 
in dogs.

c. 51. For this terrible disease, the skill o f  physicians was found utterljr
vain, and ail attempted remedies were eitlier useless or totally uncer-> 
t a i n w h a t  seemed to relieve some patients appearing even injurious to 
'others. N or did any strength o f conkitution avail; but the robust 
and the infirm rvere nearly equally affected. Among the first symptoms, 
and the most grievous, an extreme dejection o f spirits was almost uni
versal ; the patient lost the ability even to struggle for li fe ; and this 
despondency was rendered the more fatal by the infectious nature o f 
.the disorder, which either deterred, assistance* or quickly involved the 
attendants upon the sick in the same evil and the same inability with 
those whom they served, or to whom their charity was afforded.

M a n y

Thncyd. 1.2 
€ .5 0 .
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Many therefore died wholly unattended: w h it others recei\'ed little 
.advantage from every assistance' that could be given. One only com
fortable circumstance appeared to alleviate this dreadful calamity :' 
different from the modern.plague, the disease was among those which^ 
tlirough some inserutable management o f Providence, the human frame 
is^ncapable o f receiving niore than oiiQe; or, at least, i f  not perfectly, 
secured, by once suffering, against all future injury from the virulence : 
o f the. infectious matterj y e t incapable of receiving, tw ice tlie full force 
o f the. disorder;. O f those who had. recovered from -the Athenian pesti
lence, none wefe again-so infected; by any commuirication with the> 
diseased, as to appear, in any. danger o f their lires^. Thus hope firsts 
shoiie upon the sick, uponithose yet in health, and upon those who h ad ' 
borne the disease ;. thus alarm first ceased to be universal, and thus the 
Athenian people seemed at length w'arranted against that utter extinc 
tion which the effects of the disorder had appeared to threaten.

The mortality was however tremendous; and the misery was greatly Tbucyd. r.2. 
inhanced by the increase of; multitude in, the city, which tlie war had 
occasioned. The want o f sewers  ̂ a conveniience unknown in Grecian Strab. 1.5» 
towns, and o f which the Romans appear to have given the first example, 
would also be severely felt upon this occasion*.. Itw as the hot season;

. and not only every house was fully occu|)ied, but very many families 
o f the poorer people were crouded together in stifling huts, where they 
died, in heaps. To bury all regularly, was impossible: corpjses. were 
rolled out-, in to the streets, and there left; and numbers were to be found ■ 
dead and dying, about every fountain, whitlier intolerable thirst im
pelled them to seek.relief. W hat would before have been esteemed a • 
portentous pollution, became now familiar; the temples of.the gods, 
occupied, as the, liabitations of-men, were filled w;ith dead bodies.:
Eunerat rites were not less profaned, and a . singular kind o f robbery.

* The necessity of a drain for the marshy 
•S6il, as well as of a vent for the filth which'' 
accumulated,' in the hollow. between the 
Palatine hill and the Capitoline, seems to: 
have giyen occasion to that wonderful struc
ture the cloacamaxima at Rome, perhaps the 
first and the greatest of its kind. Sewers are

seen among the ruins of Carthage, or were- 
. so when Shaw, visited the site of that city, 
in the beginning of the past century; but : 
whether Carthaginian works or Roman does 
not appear., Shaw’s Travels, p. 151. ed. 
fol.1738.
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became common. W hen those who had means o f burning the bodies 
■ o f  their deceased friends, according to the established practice, had 

formed their funeral pile, others would put on their dead, and immedi- 
- ately set fire to i t . . W ith less scruple, o f  course, where a pile was 

found burning, many, without ceremony, would throw on it a corpse, 
and go their way. .  ■

The moral effects o f  this extraordinary visitation, reported b y  that 
judicious eye-Avitness to whom \re owe this, whole detail  ̂ deservfe our 
notice. Wherever the doctrine o f retribution i n  a life to come, for 
good and evil deeds in this world, has taken any hold on the minds o f 
men, a general calamity strongly tends to check the pas.sions, to inspire 
serious thought, to direct attention toward that future existence, and 
to make both hope and fear converge to the great Author o f  nature, the 
all-powerful, all-wise, and all-just God, who can recompense the suffer-' 
iugs o f  the good with endless blessings, and convert to lasting misery 
any short-lived jo ys that can arise from the perpetration o f  evil. But 
in Athens, where the deity was looked to very generally and very 
anxiously for the dispensation o f temporal good and evil only, it  was 
otherwise*. T he'fear o f  the divine power, says Thucydides, ceased; 
for it was observed, that to worship or not to worship the gods, to obey 
or not to obey those laws o f  morality which have always been held 

. most sacred among men, availed nothing. A ll died alike; or, i f  there 
Avas-a difference, the virtuous, the charitable, the generous, exposing 
themselves beyond others, were the first and the surest to suffer. An 
inordinate, and before unknown, licentiousness o f manners followed. 
Let us injoy ourselves, let us, i f  possible, drown thought" in pleasure 
today, for tomorrow we die, was the prevailing maxim. N o  crime, 
therefore, that could give the means o f any- injoynient was scrupled ; 
for such were, the ravages o f  the disease, that for perpetrator, accuser, 
and judges, all to survive, so that an offender could be convicted in 
regular course of law, was supposed against all chance. T h e final 
Consummation already impending over equally the criminal and the

’  Anaxagoras, the preceptor of Pericles, ' allowed, which was; afterward propagated 
fleefios to have been the first who taught by Socrates aiid his disciples, and lie was
that bett^ religion, if the term may be peisecuted forit as an atheisb

mnocent.
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limpceiit,. by the decree o f fate or o f the gods, any punishment that 
human laws could decree, was little regarded. How most to injoy life 
while life remained, became the only consideration; and this rclaxa-^ 
tion, almost to a dissolution o f all moral principle, is lamented by 
Thucydides as a lasting etfect o f the pestilence o f Athens.

The Peloponnesian army had already begun the ravage of Attica Thucyd, I.̂ , 
when the pestilence was fir^t publicly observed. They wasted all the '
vale o f Athens, and then proceeded through-the seaside country, more 
fruitful and .better, cultivated than the inland hills, toward the silver** 
mines of mount Laureium. The firm mind of Pericles meanwhile .was 
not to be depressed by all the calahiities which surrounded him, nor 
by all the terrors which threate'ned, from the war, from the pestilence, 
and, above all, from the irritation and despair o f the despotic people 
whose rninister he was. Steddily persevering in his former policy, pf 
avoiding any decisive action with the landforce o f the enemy, he pro
secuted offensive operations by sea, as i f  Athens was under no affliction; 
thinking, probably, in some degree to divert the public mind from 
brooding over domestic misfortune, and to suspend any rising acrimony 
against himself. He took the command of the armament destined c, 
against Peloponnesus, consisting o f a fleet o f a hundred Athenian and 
fifty Chian and Lesbian triremes, with an army o f  four thousand foot 
and three hundred horse, . It appears from Thucydides, that this was 
the first instance of cavalry being sent by any Grecian state on an 
expedition by sea; tho the practice Avas not new- to the Asiatics, since 
the Persians had, sixty years before, sent a large force o f horse across 
the Aegean,- under 'Datis and Artaphernes. Vessels were ordinarily 
built, of, at least, fitted, for the purpose, Avith the n,ame o f  hippagogi, 
horse-transports. For the present occasion some old triremes were 
converted under the direction o f Ppricles. The first descent was made • 
on th e. Epidaurian territory, the greater part-of Avliich was ravaged.
The operations of Avaste and plunder were then continued along the 
co^st, through the Tiyezenian, Ilalian, and Hermionian lands,' The 
troops being then re'imbarked, the fleet passed the Argian coast, and a 
second descent Avas made in Laconia^ near the tOAvn o f Pfasite, Avhrch. 
was taken, ^fter ravage had been extended through the neighboring

country^
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country, as far as circumstances permitted, the. whole ^armament 
returned to Peiraeus and Athens. They found the country then clear 
o f  an enemy. The Peloponnesians, alarmed hy the accounts given by 
deserters, probitbly slaves,’of the rapid progress o f the pestilence, and 

'O'f its fatal effects in  Athens, and seeing themselves the frequent 
'blazing o f funeral piles, had hastened their'retreat homeward, about 
the fortieth day-from their entering Attica.

■ The Athenian armament soon sailed again under Agnon son o f 
Nicias, and Cleopompus son o f 'Cleinias, two of the nine collegues o f 
•Pericles in the supreme military command. The purpose was to press 
'the .siege o f Potida;a, which remained still blockaded by Phormion. 
This was apparently an ill-judged, and certainly an unfortunate 
measure. The fresh troops, carrying with them the pestileptial dis
order from Athens, not only fell down themselves in great numbers, 
but communicated the infection to Phormion’s array, which had before 
been healthy. After losing, within fo rty  days, no fewer than fifteen 
hundred o f his four thousand foot, Agnon sailed with the remainder to 
Attica. Phormion, with about three thousand, continued the blockade 
o f  Potidaea.

Accumulated evils, pnblic and private, at length irritated beyond 
sufferancetbe minds o f the Athenian people. Popular discontent will 
find an object on which to vent itself, and that object now was Pericles. 
Such was the depression o f the public spirit that ambassadors were sent 
to'Lacedaimon, to try the temper o f the Peloponnesians, and endevor 
:to negotiate a peace ; but as the Athenians drooped, the Lacedwmo- 
liians and their allies became arrogant, and the negotiation failed. The 
shame o f  disappointment, and increased apprehension from the failure, 
added to former feelings, raised such a ferment, that Pericles found it 

' .necessary to take active measures for calming it. In his capacity o f  
general o f the commonwealth, or first o f  the board o f war, i f  we m ay 
-SO express'it, he had a right to  summon the general a.ssembly, whenever 
he thought proper. ' The people met, and he mounted the speaker's 
stand. He began his oration with urging a maxim applicable to  all 
states, but the force o f  which would be more particularly sensible in  
.the Tittle Grecian republic^  ̂That every individual has a deeper

 ̂ ‘ interest

Jjlnd. et 
L 3 . X .1 7 .
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 ̂ interest in the public than in hiS private p ro sp erity fo r thd decay o f Thucyd. 1.2. 
‘ private affluence must ever be involved with the country’s, ruin: but
* whilS the country flourishes) opportunity will be open for the recovery
* o f private fortune.’ . He proceeded then to assert, With manly con
fidence, his own claim to the merit of integrity above suspicion, and to 
reproach the people with that Want o f firmness, which disposed them, 
to impute, as a crime to him,- a public misfortune, impossible equally to 
be prevented and to beforeseenj and which could reasonably be ascribed ' 
only to the inscrutable will o f the deity. * So far. then,’ he added,
‘ from having just cause for that despondency'which infected them,
* they Were still in full possesion o f what, well used, wOuld give them
‘ certain superiority over all their enemies. N o potentate upon earth c. 6i, 62.
‘ possessed such a navy as theirs, nor could any one prescribe bounds to
* the empire which they might acquire by it. • Such an opinion he never
* had declared before; and,, but for the universal depression o f the 
‘ public mind, he would not now have uttered a truth too flattering to
* them, and too alarming to all the world besides. What then were 
‘ their houses and fields, the momentary loss o f which they deplored, in 
‘ comparison with such a possession ? To others indeed necessaries;
‘ but tp them meerly incidental- decorations of high fortune; or, at
‘ most, luxuries and superfluous convenienoies, with which they could .
‘ .well, for a time, dispense. Their fleet, on the contrary, was truly 
‘  essential; not only to :their command, but to their independency ; c. 63.
* not only-to their prosperity, but to their safety against the revenge 
‘ which that invidious empire, that tyranny which they had long 
‘ extensively held, could not fail to excite*. What we suffer from the
‘ gods,* continued Pericles, ‘ we, should bciar with patience; what front c. 64.
‘ our enemies, with manly firmness; and such yvere the maxims o f otir 
‘ forefathers. FrOm unshaken fortitude in misfortune hath arisen the
* present power o f this commonwealth, together with thatglory^ which,
‘ if  our empire, according to the lot o f all earthly things, decay, shall 
‘ still survive to all pOsterity. Let no more begging embassies then be 
‘ sent to Lacedremori, nor let it any way appear that, you are sinking

Vox, II.
* ri{ ya  ̂ tx^rt ivlnt ThUcyd. ]. 2. C.63.
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’ under your misfortunes; but be assured that the steddiest resistance 
' will bring our troubles to their best conclusion^’

Thucyd. 1. 2. This speech had not all the effect which Pericles hoped from it. So
0 6̂  *

far he prevailed, that it was determined no more to take any measure 
bearing' the appearance o f suing for peace from Sparta. But the acri
mony excited among the people, by their private sufferings, was not to 
be immediately appeased : many of the poor were reduced to total want, 
Avhile the rich bore with extreme uneasiness the loss o f revenue from 
their estates in Attica, the destruction o f their, country-houses, their 
favorite residences, and the waste o f all the expence bestowed on them. 
But what now, says Thucydides, principally affected all, was, that 
instead o f peace they had wa r ; not, as often formerly, war far from 
home, but all the present evils o f war at their doors, and apprehension 
o f consequences which could not be considered without shuddering. 
The ferment did not subside till Pericles was deposed from his military 
command, and mulcted in a heavy fine’ ..

A t the same time with this public disgrace, Pericles was suffering 
under the severest domestic misfortunes. Several o f his children, some 
in this year, some in the former, had died o f the pestilence; which, 
with the' return o f warm weather, had broken out again in Athens, 
The same cruel disorder had deprived him o f others o f his nearest rela
tions, together with some o f those invaluable friends in whose assistance 
he could best confide for the administration o f public alfairs. During 
these successive and complicated scenes o f private woe, rendered more 
distracting by the public ^calamity, and the pressure o f that popular 
discontent which arose from it, the firmness o f  his mind was the admi
ration o f all around him. That philosophy, then new in Greece, which 
had been the favorite study o f his leisure, inculcated rather the pride 
o f disdaining to complain, and o f being above the feelings o f humanity, 
than a just resignation to the will of, a supreme being, infinitely wise

* Thucydides, in mentioning the fine, 
does not name the sum. According. to 
Diodorus, if we may trust our copies, it was 
no less than eighty talents, about nineteen 
thousand pounds sterling. (Diod. 1. 12. 
c. 45.) But Plutarch says, that among'

• various accounts extant in his time, none 
made it exceed fifty talents, about twelve 
thousand five hundred pounds; whereas 
some asserted it to have been no more than 
.fifteen, less than four thousand pounds st'er- 
ling. .

and
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and good ; tbo such a being i t  acknbwleged for the- author and pre
server o f nature. N o complaint was heard from the disciple o f Anaxa 
goras, no change o f countenance*or manner was perceptible in him, tilF 
he lost his favorite son Paralus, .Even then he would- not seem to fe#l 
the anguish which oppressed.him. But when,, according to custom, in 
the funeral ceremony, he approached' the bier to put the chaplet on the 
head of the deceased youth, the sight overcame him,“and he burst into piut.vit, 

a flood o f tears *. In this accumulation o f distress, to retire from public 
business was, in the moment, a relief.

But the people had no sooner vented their anger than they repented 
o f what they had done; the keen sensation o f distress in their’private 
affairs, says the cotempprafy historian, abated, w'hile, upon reflection, 
they became aware that no other man was qualified, like Pericles, for 
the supreme- direction of public business. First, or equal to any, in 
birth, clearly superior in* abilities, eminent in tried integrity, in. all 
together he had not a .second. None of the other orators therefore, 
with all the support o f faction they were able to muster, could satisfy 
the multitude; With loud and anxious voices Pericles v’̂ as called for 
to mount the bema, as thestand whence orations delivered to the people 
was called, and declare his opinion 6f  public affairs, what was the 
situation o f things, and what measures, in his judgement, ought to be 
taken., He did not refuse to obey the honorable summons; and quickly 
a strong reflux o f popular faVor restored him to the situation o f com
mander-in-chief and prime minister, i f  we may use the'term, the nearest 
which modern language affords, biit inadequate to express the plenitude 
o f that power, which absolute possession o f the favor o f the people gave' 
him over the Athenian empire’ . , , '
'' While Athens, weakened by the pestilence, and laboring with internal Thuejd. h 
discord and the depression o f public spirit, was in some degree disabled 
for exertion, the Peloponnesians, for the first time, ventured upon a 
naval expedition. A  hundred triremes, Â ith a thousand heavy-arn;ed

' * According to Plutarch, Pericles lost all - gularity of his birth; (Xen. Mem. Socr. L 3. 
his legitimate sons by the pestilence, one o f c .5 .)  and it appears - that he long survived 
his. own name, who survived him, being ille- his father. Plato also speaks of a *soii or 
gitimate. Bat Xenophon mentions Pericles sons of Pericles, and as surviving him, and 
son of Pericles, without noticing any tire- not as illegitimate.

® 'Zrfa.myiv x«l frMTx r i  m(iynxr» »wtT̂i'4'«i’.'~Thucydi 1.2. c. 65.
M 2 ,  '  Lacedtemonians,

C . 6 6 .

    
 



84 HISTORY OF GREEC E.  C h a p . XIV.
Lacedaemonians, sailed'to* 2 acy.nthus; an Acbaian colony, but o f  the 
Athenian confederacy. The troops debarked, and ravaged great part 
o f the open country ; but the fortified places all either deterred or 
resisted their efforts : the people could neither by threats nor promises 
be induced to treat, and the armament returned home.

Thucyd. fi2. Toward the end o f the summer a measure was taken in another line, 
Herod. 1.7. from which more important, advantages were expected. A n embassy 
c. 137. was appointed to go to the Persian court, with a view to negotiate an 

alliance, and particularly, to obtain pecuniary assistance. I t  consisted 
o f three Lacedremonians, Aneristus, N icolaus and .Pratodemus, with 
the Corinthian Aristeus, Timagoras o f Tegea, and Polis, an Argian,- 
who went unauthorized by his,own commonwealth; a circumstance 
which indicates that he was of the party in opposition to the ruling party 
there. But means- to m ate their journey to. Susa were not obvious; 
for the Athenians commanded all the western-coast of Asia minor -with 
the Hellespont; and the hazards that might attend the unusual passage 
by the way o f Phmni'cia, were many, to their knowdege, and probably 
many which they could not know. It was therefore determined to go 
first'to  the.court o f Sitalces, king of T h race; whose alliande with 
Athens did not bind him to be the enemy o f Lacedtemon. O n the 
contrary, hopes were entertained o f detaching him from the Athenian 
interest; and his protection was depended upon for the journey through 
his dominion to the satrapy o f Pharnaces, on the Asiatic side o f the 
Hellespont, whence the progress to. Susa, tho long, would be secure. 
The ambassadors accordingly found a courteous reception from .the 
Thracian prince, tho two Athenian ministers, Learchus and Ameiniades, 
were with him. Their endevors however to withdraw hint from the 
Athenian alliance not succeeding, they proceeded on their journey. 
The Athenian ministers were equally unable to. ingage Sitalces in all 
their view s; but they found the zeal o f  an Athenian citizen in Sadocus 
bis eldest son. That prince took upon himself to send a party, under 
the orders o f Learchus and Ameiniades, in pursuit o f  the Peloponne
sian ministers; who were seized before they could irnbark to  cross the 
Hellespont, put aboard a ship, and conveyed to Athens, where a decree 
of the people, without a trial, consigned them all to the executioner. 
Thucydides acknowleges the most illiberal policy in his fellowcountry-

u  - men
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men as, in'part'at least, ■ instigating this measure: they dreaded the 
enterprizing abilities of the Corinthian Aristeus, which had been., 
conspicuous in-opcrations against them in Cbalcidice and Macedonia.
The law of retaliation was however alledged in justification o f i t ; and
such was the illiberal and cruel spirit of war among the antients, that,
the law of retaliation might generally be pleaded to justify almost any
atrocity : from the beginning o f the war, the Laceda?monians, w'herever Thucyd. 1. 2.
they met V i th' merchant-ships o f the Athenians of their allies, or even
o f the neutral Greeks, had usually put the crews to death.

Such were the transactions o f the summer. In the beginning of c.6s,69. 
wfinter circumstances arose, in .the north-westerm parts of Gterce, to 
call the attention o f  the Athenian administration; in consequence o f 
which Phormion, recalled from his command in ChalcidiCe, was sent,, 
with a.squadron o f twenty- ships, to block the Corinthian gulph.
Mean\vhile, tho the Peloponnesians had no fleet at sea, yet their priva
teers harbouringmn the coasts o f Caria and Lycia, had been aiinoy- . 
ing the Athenian trade with Asia minor, , and with the eastern parts, o f 
the Mediterranean. A  squadron o f six triremes was thought sufiicient 
both to prevent such depredations, and to collect the tributes duefrpm 
the dependent states in those parts. But Melisander, w'ho commanded, 
being'induced to undertake an expedition up the country o f Lycia, 
with the troops of his, little squadron and sorne auxiliaries which he 
collected, was Overpowered in an action in which he lost his life.

The winter was notf^r advanced when the Potidaeans, so pressed by 
famine that they had begun to eat oneanolher, and hopeless of succour, 
desired to capitulate. Xenophon son o f Euripides, who with two other 
generals mow commanded the besieging army, taking into consideration 
W'hat their troops must suffer in winter operations, and what expence 
the commonwealth had. already incuned by the siege, which w'as not 
kss than two thousand talents, about five hundred thousand pounds 
sterling, was induced to treat. The garrison and people -were allowed 
to quit the place; the men each with- one garment, the women with 
tw o; and both with a sUiall specified sum o f money, which might 
in able them to travel to such retreats as they could find in Chalcidice,

Te Aufixen t£> neAoTrsM’wiwi’.-r-TllUcyd. 1 .2 . C.
“ ' ■ or

c, 7 0 .
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or elsewliere in the neighboring countiy. Xenophon and liis collegues 
did not esca’jje censure frorn their soverein the Athenian people, for 
granting, without first consulting them, terms, even such terms to those 
who were considered as meriting-vengeance, and who, it was found 
after the surrender, were incapable o f longer resistance. Thus, however 
the Athenians,, unable, in their full strength, to defend their own 
country, yet nevertheless persevering amid aflliction and resisting 
weakness, gained that distant object o f contention rrhich had given 
immediate rise to the war.

Pericles lived probably to know the success mf the Athenian arms 
against Potidsea, and it was not long after that he fell a victim to that 
•calamity, the endemial disorder, which had already carried ofif so many 
o f his nearest relations, and most valued friends. He survived however 
the violence o f the fever, and died, in full possession o f his senses, o f 
a lingering illness which it superinduced.

N o  man seems to have been held in such estimation, by most o f the 
ablest writers o f Greece and Rome, for universal superiority o f  talents, 
as Pericles. The accounts remaining o f his actions hardly support his 
renown; which was yet .perhaps more fairly earned than that o f many, 
the merit o f whose atchievements has been in a great degree due to 
others acting under them, whose very names have perished. The pliilo- 
sophy o f Pericles taught him not to be vainglprious, but to rest his 
fame upon essentially great and good, rather than upon brilliant actions.
I t  is observed by Plutarch that, often as he commanded the Athenian 
forces, he never was defeated; yet, tho he won many trophies, he never 
gained a splendid victory. A battle, according to a great modern 
authority, is the resource o f  ignorant generals; when they know not 
M'hatto do, they fight a battle. It was alrpost universally the resource 
o f  the age o f Pericles; little conception vvas entertained o f m ilitary 
operations, bej'ond ravage and a battle. His genius led him to a supe- ■ 
rioT system, which the wealth of his country inabled him to carry into 
practice. His favorite maxim' was to spare the lives o f  his soldiers; 
and scarcely any general ever gained so many important advantages 
with so little bloodshed. It is said to have been his consolation and 
his boast, in his dying hours, that he never was the cause that a fellow-

* citizen
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citizen wore mourning; a glorious and-perhaps a singular subject of
■ exultation for a bead of a party in Greece; where, in tRe struggles of

faction, secret assassinations, numerous public executions, and bloody
contests ,in Arms, were so ordinary. Pericles might almost equally
have made it hiS boast as general o f 'the fcommonwealth : for when his
soldiers fell, they fell victims to the hecessity of their country's service,
and not to the incapacity, rashness, or vanity o f  the commander. Had
he been less a patriot, less a philosopher, less humane, his atchievements
miglit have been more brilliant, but he would not equally have earned,
from the mouth o f Socrates, and the report of'Plato, the praise of super-
eminence in whatever was wisê  great, and becoming

This splendid character however perhaps may seem to receive some
tarnish from the political conduct o f Pericles; the concurrence, at
last, which is imputed to him in depraving the Athenian constitution,
to favor that popular power by which he ruled, and the revival and
confirmation o f that pernicious hostility between the democratical and
aristocratical interests, first in Athens, and then by the Peloponnesian
war, throughout the nation. Rut it is remarkable that Thucydide;^
and Xenophon, both suffering banishment, one for twenty years, the
other for lifej from that democratical power with which both express
themselves abundantly dissatisfied, nevertheless always speak Avith the
highest respect of Pericles. The testimony of Isocrates will also deserve
consideration. Complaining of the depraved state q f the Athenian
constitution in his own time, that patriotic statesman says,' ‘ Pericle.s
'  found the constitution less perfect than it had been, but still tolerably
' good; yet he did not use his extraordinary ponder for his own profit,
* but leaving his private-fortune less than he had reeeived.it from his
‘ father, he carried into the treasury eight thousand talents (near
‘ two millions stcr!in<j) over and above the proceeds o f the sacred de

°  ‘ Pace. p. 254i.
' revenue.' This concurrence o f three such men, in successive ages 
(o f whom, Thucydides, "probably had personal acquaintance) all

»TW i/.cya\tirfmSf non. p. t. 2. The force and elegance of
is a phrase .which Plato puts into the mouth the Gree^, expressing in cite compound 
of SocMtes, immediately after the mention adverb the great and the becoming, eannot 
of Themistocles and Aristeidgs. Plat. Me- be given perhaps in any other language.

*. ■ ' friendly'
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friendly to the aristocratical iilterest, aiid all anxious for concord with 
Laeedcemon, strongly indicates that what may appear exceptionable in 
his conduct was, in their opinion, the result not o f choice but o f  neces
sity; a necessity produced by the violence o f a party in opposition to 
him a t home,. together -with the violence o f a party in Peloponnesus, 
adverse to the politics o f his friend the king o f Lacedasinon, Archi- 
damus.. By no .other Conduct probably the independency o f  Athens 
could have been preserved ;'an d  however the power o f  Athens, unless 
it  might be moderated and modelled b y an extraordinary union of 
political wisdom and moral rectitude in the leaders, was threatening to 
the liberty o f every other Grecian state, yet the independency of 
Athens, as the event showed, was indispensable for the liberty o f Greece. 
O n such a view o f things those three great writers may seem to have 
formed their judgem ent o f the political conduct of Pericles, and to 
have reckoned that on his wisdom, his probity and his influence, had 
his life been lengthened, would have rested the best chance for an 
advantageous settlement o f the singularly troubled.state o f  the Greek 
nation.
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C H  A P T E R ' X V .

Of the P eloponnesian W a r , from the Death of Pericles , 
in the third Year, to the Application for P ea c e  from L ace- 
D̂ MON in the seventh’

S E C T I O N  I.

Siege o f Platcea by the Peloponnesians.

IN  the third spring o f the war, the Peloponnesians changed their q  429.
plan o f offence. Bv the invasion and ravage o f Attica for two fol- Ol. 87 i -  

lowing summers, tho. much injury had been done'to the Athenians, Thucyd. 1.2. 
little advantage had accrued to themselves: the booty was far from 
paying the expence of the expedition; the enemy, it was found, could 
not be provoked to risk a- battle, and the great purpose of the war w'as 
little forwarded. The Peloponnesians were yet very unequal to attempt 
naval operations of any consequence. O f the continental dependencies 
of Athens none was so open to their attacks, none so completely ex
cluded from naval protection, none so likely by its danger to super- 

. induce that war of the field which they wished, as Plafea. Against 
that town therefore it was determined to direct the principal effort; 
and .success was more reasonably expected, as, a t Athens, public 
councils were no longer directed, and popular passion no longer 
restrained, by the wisdom and the influence of Pericles.

UTuder the command still o f  Archidamus, the confederate army 
accordingly entered the Plataiid, and ravage was immediately begun.
The Platasans sent ministers to deprecate hostilities; urging the antient 
merit of their commonwealth in the Persian wars, and the priviieges 
solemnly granted to it, when, after the glorious battle in their territory,
Pausanias sacrificed to Jupiter the deliverer, in the agora of their city. 
Archidamus was not disposed to harsh measures, and he offered them 

VoL. II. N • - ■ neutrality.
C.T2.
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Tiiucyd. 1.2, neutrality. TheTIatteans professed that, i f  they could cliuse for-them
selves, they should willingly accept his offer; but without the consent 
o f the Athenians, in whose power their wives and children were, they 
could decide nothing. Besides, should they lose the protection o f 
Athens, they could never be secure against the Superior power o f the 
Thebansi, their most bitter enemies, longer than while a Pelopon
nesian army remained in the neighborhood. To obviate the latter 
objection,' Archidamus made this remarkable proposal: ‘ I f  such are 
‘ your fears, deliver your city, your lands, and all your immoveable 
‘ property in trust to the Lacedannonians. > Show us the boundaries o f 
‘ your territory, number your fruit-trees, and take an exact account o f 
‘ whatever else admits numeration or description. Go then yourselves 
‘ wherever you can find the most convenient residence while the war 
‘ shall la s t; 'and we will provide that yovir lands shall be duly culti- 
‘ vafed; we will ingage that subsistence shall be regularly remitted to 
‘ you; and, when'the war is ov̂ er, everything shall be restored.’ The 
Platasan deputies returned wfith this answer, and proposing it to the 
assembled people, or .rather garrison, it was agreed to accept the con
ditions, provided the consent o f the Athenian government could be 
obtained. Leave rvas readily granted by the Spartan prince to send to 
Athens, and deputies were dispatched ; but they brought back a requi
sition that the Piateeans should abide by the terms o f their confederacy 
■ with Athens, accompanied with assurance o f every assistance. The 
Plataeans in consequence resolved to remain firm to the Athenian 
alliance; and, without sending to the Peloponnesian camp, they 
declared, from their ramparts, ‘ That it was impossible for them to 
‘ comply with the demands o f the Lacedemonians.’ Archidamus then 
made this solemn address to the deities o f the country : ‘ Y e  gods and 
‘ heroes, who preside over Platrea, be witnesses, that not till the Pla- 
‘' tasans have renounced the sworn terms o f the general confederacy o f  
' the Greeks, we act hostilely against this land, in which our fathers,

. ‘  after due invocation to you, vanquished the Persians, you rendering 
‘ fit propitious to their arms. We have made liberal offers, w hich  have 
‘ been rejecied. G rant therefore that they may receive that punish-

‘ m«nt

c. 74.
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‘ ment*' which breach o f faith deserves, and that we may obtain the 
* success to which a righteous cause intitles.’

Then immediately was begun that siege, the first o f which any con- Thucyd. I. 2. 
nectecl detail remains in the annals o f mankind. The town was small, 
as may be judged from the very small force which sufficed for an effec
tual garrison; only four hundred Platteans, with eighty Athenians.
There were besides in the place a hundred and ten women to prepare 
provisions, and no other person free or slave. The besieging army, 
composed of the flower of the Peloponnesian youth, was numerous.
The first operation was to surround the town with a palisade, which 
m ight prevent any ready egress; the neighboring forest o f Cith^ron ' 
supplying materials. Then, in a chosen spot, ground was broken, 
according to the modern phrase, for making approaches. The business 
w aste fill the town-ditch, and against the wall to form a mound, on 
which a force sufficient for assault might ascend. For tlys operation 
also the woods of Cithreron were highly serviceable. Either extremity 
o f  the mound was made firm with interwoven piles, and the interval 
tvas filled with wood, stones, earth, anything that came readiest to hand.
Seventy days were employed unintermittingly on this work; reliefs- 
being established through the army  ̂and £!aced®monian officers always 
superintending; those appointed to the_ allies bearing the peculiar title 

• o f Xenage. • . '
Such Was at that time the inartificial process o f a siege. Thucydides 

appears to have been well aware that it did nq credit to the science o f 
his age. The principal dependence o f the besieging army, he says, was 
on the disproportionate superiority of its numbers. To oppose this 
mode of attack, the first measure of the besieged was to raise, on that 
part of their wall against which the mound was forming,, a strong 
Wooden franie, covered infi’ont with leather and hides; and, within this, 
to build a 1-araparl, with bricks fi'om the neighboring houses. The '
\Vooden frame bound the whole, and kept it firm to a considerable 
height: the covering o f hides protected both work and workmen 
against V/Capons discharged against them, especially fiery arrows.. But 
thb mound still rising as the superstructure on the- w’all rose, and this 
superstructure becoming unavoidably weaker w'ith increasing height,

N 2 while
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white tlie mound was liable to no counterbalancing defect, itwa^ neces
sary for the besieged to devise other opposition. Accordingly they 
broke through the bottom of their wall, where the mound bore against 

Thucjfd. 1.2. hj and brought in the earth. The Peloponnesians, soon aAvare o f this, 
instead of loose earth, repaired their mound with clay of mud inclosed 
in baskets. This requiring more labor to remove, the besieged under
mined the mOund ; and thus, for a longtim e unperceived, prevented it 
from gaining height. Still however, fearing that the efforts o f their 
scanty numbers would be overborne by the multitude o f hands which 
'the besiegers could employ, they had recourse to another device. 
Within their town-wall they built, in a semilunar form, a second wall, 
connected with the first at the extremities. These extended, on either 
side, beyond the mound ; so that, should the enemy possess themselves 
o f the outer wall, their work would be to he renewed in a far less favor
able situatipn.

Machines for battering walls were already known among the Greeks. 
According to the historian Ephoms, as Plutarch informs us, thp he 
says it was disputed by other writers, they were first used by Pericles at 
the siege o f Samos, under the direction o f a lame engineer named 
Artemon ; who being commonly carried among his works in a litter 
had thence the surname o f Periphoretus. Battering-rams were certainly 
o f  much earlier date in the east; and indeed Thucydides would scarcely- 
have left unmentioned the first introduction o f so remarkable a military 
engine among the Greeks, had it happenetl rvithin his own memory. 
The Peloponnesians were not without, it at the siege o f Platma, but they 
seem to have been unskilful in its use; and probably the machine itself 
was far less adapted to its purpose than, through various improvements, 
it afterward became. A  ram,'advanced upon the Peloponnesian mound, 
battered the superstructure on the Platrean rampart, and shook it 
violently; to tlie great alarm of the garrison, but with little farther 
effect. , Other machines' o f  the same kind were employed against 
different parts of the wall itself, but to yet less purpose. Tlie Plataeans, 
letting down ropes from the rampart, dragged some out o f their direc
tion ; others they broke by dropping on them weighty^ beams suspended

with

Thucyd, ut 
sup.

    
 



S ect. I .  s i e g e  o f  P L A T J E A .  98

Avith chains. Nomeans however were neglected by the besiegers that 
■  either approved practice suggested, or their ingenuity could devise, to 

promote their purpose : yet, after much of the summer consumed, they 
found every effort o f their numerous forces so completely baffled by the 
vigilance, activity, and'resolution of-the little garrison, that they began 
to despair o f succeeding by assault. Before however they Avould recur 
to the tedious method of blockade, they determined to try one more 
experiment, for which their numbers, and the neighboring woods o f 
Cilhgeron, gave them more than ordinary facility. Preparing a very 
great quantity o f faggots, they filled with tjiem the town-ditch in the 
parts adjoining to their mourtd, and disposed piles in other parts around 
the place, wherever ground or any other circumstance gave n'iost ad van
tage. On the faggots they put sulphur and pitch, and then set all 
on-fire. The conflagrationwas such as was never before known, says 
Thucydides, to have been prepared and made by the hands o f menj 
tho, in mountain-forests, the friction o f dry wood, by the agitation o f 
the wind, may sometimes have produced greater. Had the wind 
favored, it must have had all the effect that the besiegers desired: great 

. part o f the town actually became unapproachable. But fortunately for 
the garrison, a heavy rain, brought on by a thunder-storm without 
wind, extinguished the fire, and relieved them from an attack far more 
formidable than any they had before experienced,

This attempt failing, the Peloponnesians determined immediately to Thucyd.1. 2. 
reduce the siege to a blockade; which, tho slow and consequently 
expensive, would in the end be sure. To the palisade, rvhich already * 
surrounded the town, a contravallation was. added; with a double 
ditch, one without, and one within.. A  sufficient body o f troops being, 
then appointed to the guard o f these works, the Boeotians undertaking 
one half, the other was allotted to detachments drafted from the troops 
o f every state o f the confederacy, and, a little after the middle o f 
September, the rest o f the army was dismissed for the winter. Sept, sg.    
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S E C T I O N  II,

Operations o f the Athenians on the Northern Coast o f  the Mgean. 
A'ffairs o f  the Western Parts o f  Greece : Assistance sent by Pe(o~ 
ponnesus to the Ambraciots against the Amphilochian Argians and 
Acarnanians: B a ttle near Stratus: Sea-fght between the Pelopon- 
neSian Fleet nnder the Corinthian Machon, and the Athenian Fleet 
under Phormion: Sea-fight between the Peloponnesian Fleet under 
the Spartan'Cnemus, and the Athenian Fleet under Phorinion. 
Attempt to surprize Peirmts. Success o f  Phormion in Acar7iqnia. 
Invasion o f Macedonia by Sitalce's king o f  Thrace.

c .  7 9 .

c .  63.

B. C. 4£9. W h i l e  the Peloponnesians were thus bending their whole strength, 
hitherto so vainly, against the little town o f Plata;a, offensive ope- 

Ttiucj'd. 1. 2. rations were hot neglected by the Athenians. Xenophon son of 
Euripides, who had commanded the Athenian forces at the taking of 
Potidsea, was sent again into. Chalcidice,'with a body-of two thousand 
heavy foot, and two hundred horse. A  little before harvest he entered 
Bottieea,- and ravaged the country about Spartolus. Often in the wars 
o f the Greeks among oneanother, the intrigues o f faction did more 
than arms. Through such intrigue the Athenian general entertained 
hope o f acquiring Spartolus; but timely support, which the party in 
opposition to the Athenian interest obtained fjom the neighboring city  
o f  Olynthus, disappointed him. A  battle insuing, the superiority of 
the enemy in cavalry prevailed against the superior discipline o f the 
Athenian heavy fo o t: Xenophon, with two general officers his col- 
legues, and above four hundred o f their heavy-armed, were killed j and 
the reniainder, who found an immediate refuge in Potidaga, too weak to 
prosecute offensit^e operations, returned to Athens.

' Through thfs extensive war, upon which the Athenians fixed the 
name o f the Peloponnesian, we become in some degree acquainted v/ith 
the history o f some parts o f Greece, which would otherwise have 
remained totally unknown. The Amphilochian Argos, a city  on the 
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Sect.II. OPERATIONS I N  ACAIINANTA.
border of Acarnania against Epirus, was founded, according to Thu
cydides; by Ampliilochus,, sou o f that Amphiaraiis who is celebrated 
among the heroes of the war of Thebes. Amphilochus himself fought 
at Troy. On his return to the Peloponnesian Argos, his native city, 
little satisfied with the state of things under the usurpation of 
Atgistheus, he'departed with such as chose to follow his fortune, and 
settled his colony at the bottom o f that gulph antiently called the 
Amphilochian, hut afterward the Ainbracian. To the town which he 
built there he gave the name of that froni which he had. migrated; and 
the same partiality fixed upon the river, near whose mouth it stood, the 
name of the Pelbponnesian stream o f Inachus. The epithet Amphilo
chian was added to the town for the convenience of distinction. .Situate 
among barbarians^ at the extremity o f Greece, the city o f Amphilochus 
florished; the inferiority, in arts and knowlege, o f the neighboring 
clans, to whom the Amphilochian name was communicated, but who, 
according to Xliucydides, "were barbarian, being perhaps a principal 
cause of its prosperity. Aftejward, through various misfortunes, its 
strength was so reduced that it was scarcely ahie to support itself as an 
independent commonwealth; and to obviate other evils, its people 
recurred to a dangerous expedient for weak states, that o f associating a 
nurnber of families from the neighboring Corinthian colony of Am- 
hracia. Disputes arose between the two people, and iu the end the 
Ambrafiots expelled, the Argians from their own city. These applied 
to the neighboring people o f Acarnania, and the Acarnanrans to the 
Athenians; who  ̂ a little before the beginning of the Peloponnesian 
•war, sent Phormion with thirty triremes to their assistance. Through 
the abilities of that officer, and the superior discipline o f the very small 
body o f Athenians which he commanded, Argos was taken by assault. 
The city and territory were ,restored to the Argians, with whom some 
Acarnanians were associated; and according to the barbarous practice 
not unusual w ith  the most polished.of the Greek.s, the Ambracian inha
bitants and garrison were condemned to slavery. Hence followed the 
alliance of both Acarnania and the Amphilochian Argos with Athens, 
which , has been mentioned as subsisting when the Peloponnesian war 
began.

In
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In the second summer o f that war, while the pestilence was raging 
at Athens, the Arabraciots, incensed against the Argians by the treat
ment o f their captive fellowcitizens, determined to attempt revenge. 
Associating the Chaonian and some other barbarous clans o f their 
neighborhood, they overran the territory o f  Argos, but, after some vain 

Thuqĵ d. 1.2. efforts against the city, returned home. In the following year, that of 
the siege o f Platasa, they proposed not only to take Argos, but to con
quer all Acarnania. W ith this view they applied to Lacedaemon; 
promising that, i f  they might have such support,,naval and military, 
as they desired, .not only they would reduce thefr particular enemies 
the Acarnanians, but they Avould bring over the neighboring Hands of 
Zacyhthus and Cephallenia to the Peloponnesian confederacy, and they 
hoped also to take Naupactus. Thus the Athenians would be deprived 
o f  what principally inabled them to carry expeditions around Pelopon
nesus, and keep a fleet in the western seas. The project w as'alluring: 
the Corinthians instantly and zealously ingaged in it ; .incited by their 

• enmity to Athens, their connection with Ambracia, the desire of 
revenge against Corcyta, and the hope o f recovering their power in 
that Hand, - to which any success in the proposed measures would be at 
least a step ; and they induced the Lacedremonians to concur.

The Athenian administration, receiving intelligence o f these motions 
and preparations, and judging Phormion, apparently on account o f his 
experience of the western people and western seas, most proper for the 
command there, recalled him from Chalcidice, and sent him, as we have 
seen, with twenty triremes to Naupactus. In the following summer, 
.in pursuance o f the measures concerted with the Peloponnesians, the 
■ naval force o f  the Leucadians, Anactorians, and Ambraciots, M'as 
assembled at Leucas; and the Spartan admiral Cnemus had the good 
fortune to join them from Cyllene, with a small squadron and a thousand 
heavy-armed Peloponnesian infantry, undiseovered in his passage by 
the Athenians. The Corinthians and Sicyonians were preparing their 
naval force, but could not so readily escape out o f their own gulph. 
Cnemus therefore, without waiting for them, determined to begin ope
rations, by marching directly for Stratus, the largest towm o f  Acarnania, 
in the hope tliat he might carry it by assault; by which he expected

so
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so to break the force o f the province that it would become an easy 
conquest. _ •

The^Acarnanians, meanwhile, informed that beside the formidable Thucyd. 1.2. 

army already in their country, a fleet was expected, which might chuse 
its points o f attack upon their coast, resolved to remain within their 
respective towns, and attempt the protection o f their fields only so far as, 
with their strength, and opportunities offering, might be prudent. The 
Athenian admiral at Naupactus, to whom they sent a request for assist
ance, gave them to understand that he could spare no part of his scanty 
force from attendance upon the Peloponnesian fleet, in the Corinthian 
gulph, which was ready to sail. The._allied army therefore marched 
unopposed from Leucas, through the Argian territory, into Acarnania.
It was disposed in three columns; the Peloponnesians and Ambraciots 
forming the left, the Leucadians, Anactofians and some other Greeks the 
right, and the barbarian Epirots the center. The Greeks kept their columns 
regularly formed, and chose their camps carefully; which, according 
to their usual practice, in an enemy’s country, they constantly fortified.
But the Epirots, and particularly the Chaonians, vain o f their reputation 
for superior prowess among the clans o f that part o f the continent, 
disdained the trouble and delay o f nice choice o f ground ; and pressed 
forward, in confidence that the town would yield to their first assault, 
and the glory would be all their own. Intelligence o f these circum
stances being carried to the 3 tratians by their.scouts, they planted an 
ambush, into which the imprudent Epirots fell. The forces from the 
town sallied; the Epirots, partly through surprize, partly through the 
vigor o f the attack, were instantly put to flight, a great number were 
killed, and the rest were pursued till they reached the Grecian camps.
The Stratians would neither make any attempt upon these, nor risk any 
close ingagement against the superior discipline o f the Peloponnesians; 
but they gave unceasing annoyance from a distance witl^their slings; 
in the use o f which the Acarnanians universally excelled.

Information of the important success obtained by the Stratians, was 
rapidly forwarded through all the Acarnanian towns, accompanied with 
exhortation to assemble the force o f the country, and drive out a halfn 
conquered enemy. Cnemus meanwhile found his measures so broken 
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by the tiefeat o f the Epirots, that in the insuing night he retreated to 
the river Anapus, ten miles from Stratus. Thence he sent a herald to 
desire a truce for the burial of the slain; and, soon after, falling back 
to (Eneiadje, he dismissed the allies, and imbarked himself for Pelopon
nesus. Acarnania thus* was completely^ freed from .so alarming an 
invasion.

During these transactions by land, the allied fleet, consisting o f 
forty-seven trireme galleys; under the Corinthian admirals-Machon, 
Isocrates, and Agatharchidas, sailed out o f the gulph. I t  was the 

, purpose o f Phormion-, who, \trith only twenty, watched them from 
Chalcis and the river Evenus, on the JEtolian coast, to  let them pass 
the straits, and attack them in the more open sea. The Corinthians,’ 
strong in men as well as in ships, but less confident in naval skill, . 
hugged, according to the sea-phrase, the southern -shore as far as 
Patrae; and thence, in the night, pushed across for the Acarnanian 
coast;, their object'being less to ingage the Athenians, than to join 
their allies in the prosecution o f the preconcerted purposes o f  the cam- 
pain. The daring vigilance o f Phormion surprized them in the middle 
of the passage. Tho it was night, yet being perfectly clear and calm, 
they perceived his approach at some distance. Immediately they 
formed' their fleet in a circle, the largest they could, so as not to give 
opportunity for that evolution o f piercing the line, called the diecplus, 
in which the Athenians, excelled, and which their enemies dreaded.

, The prows o f Course were on all sides outward; the transports *, with 
a reserve o f five o f the swiftest triremes, were stationed in the center; 
and thus in posture o f defence, as i f  to oppose an enemy who outnum
bered them, forty-seven triremes remained to receive the attack o f  the 
twenty under Phormion, if, which they could not readily believe, he 
should be bold enough to attack them.
■ But the Athenian admiral, confident in his own abilities and expe

rience,. and in the practised skill of his people, an'd observing the order 
o f the enemy to be very readily susceptible o f  confusion, bore imme
diately upop them with his line o f battle formed^ a-head, arid rowed 
around them; having first directed his captains to threaten as near as

~ . possible
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possible so as to avoid iijgaging, till they should have the sigual from 
him. H e well knew that when the breeze from the gulph sprung up, 
which seldom failed about daybreak, the enemy’s circle could not long 
remain perfect; and his purpose was, by alarming, to hasten and in- 
hance the confusion. • I t  happened precisely as he foresaw: the first o f 
the breeze drove the windward ships against the transports in the 
center: confusion immediately arose; .clamor, with expostulation from 
ship to ship, insued; orders were no longer heard; signals remained 
tmobserved; the attention of the crews was wholly ingaged in obviating 
the continually threatened shock o f one ship against another, or o f 
many against one; and the swell, that quickly arose, sufficed to prevent 
any effectual use o f  oars by rowers so little skilful. Phormion, seized 
the critical moment for giving the signal o f attack. In the first onset 
one o f the Corjnthian admirals was sunk; several other ships were 
quickly disabled; and such was the confusion that resistance was 
scarcely attempted, but the first effort o f the Peloponnesians was to fly 
toward the friendly ports o f Patrse and Dyine. The Athenians took 
twelve.triremes, the greater part o f  whose crews they put to the sword.
Having pursued as far as was judged convenieht," they returned with 
their prizes to the iEtoliancoast; according to the usual practice, which 
landlocked and stormy seas, the want o f the compass, and the deficiency 
o f  accommodation in the antiefit ships o f war, made necessary. On thp 
hfeadland o f Rhium they raised a trophy, and dedicated to Neptune one. 
o f  the captive triremes, after which ceremonies they returned to their 
station at Naupactus.- Then the defeated Peloponnesians moved, from 
the places o f their first refuge, to the Eleian port o f Cyllene, where 
Gnemus, with the forces from Acarnahia, soon after joined them.

This action of Phormion, tho the forces employed on either side 
were too small for the consequences to be very important, ye t for,the 
boldness o f  the attempt, the ability displayed in the execution, and the 
completeness o f  thb success, has been deservedly reckoned, hy Plutarch 
among the most brilliant atchicfements o f the w ar’. I t  appears to Tkucyd.l.2. 
have disturbed, not a little,, the Peloponnesians, and particularly the

* We find a'- compliment 'to' Phormion, which sCferhs tb tnark the popularity oiT' his 
tpharacter, in the comedy of-Aristophanes, called The Kiiights, v. 551.
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Laelcijemonians. Those who directed the administration o f  iheif 
government, linversed in- naval affairs, could not readily conceive a 
superiority of science among the Athenian commanders, and of- skill 
among their seamen, that should give the advantage against more than 
double their numbers, without great misbehavior on the part o f their 
Own people;: especially as in land-war the superiority o f  the Pelopon
nesians, to all .the world besides, was held incontestable. The unwise 
practice o f dividing military command, ordinary with most o f  the 
other Greeks, was-little usual with the Lacedremonians; but now, in 
some indignation that the Peloponnesian navy should, by a squadron'of 
only twenty ships, be excluded from the westei’n seas, which were 
esteemed more peculiarly their own, three Spartan officers, Timocrates, 
Brasidas, and Lycophron, were sent to be o f council with Cnem usin 

Tliucyd. 1.2. his •command. The ships damaged in the late action were diligently 
Repaired; a reinforcement was required from the maritime states o f 
Peloponnesus; and a fleet o f seventy-seven triremes was thus collected, 
which proceeded*flom Cyllenc to Panormus 'on the Achaiao coast; 
Avhere a land-army, in the antient manner o f naval war generally 
capable of advantageous cooperation with a fleet, was also assembled,

■ c. 85, ' Phormion, informed o f these preparations, had sent intelligence o f
them to Athens, and desired a reinforcement. Twenty triremes were 
in consequence ordered to join him. I t  is upon this occasion that we 
first discover in history the importance o f the loss o f Pericles, and the 
want o f those superior abilities for the direction o f public affairs, which 
had hitherto, in so great a degree, obviated misfo-rtune and commanded 
success, Nicias, a Cretan o f Gortynium, having in view to advance 
his own power, proposed to the Athenian governrhent the reduction o f 
Cydonia in Crete, a member o f the Peloponnesian confederacy. It 
would be an easy conquest, he said, for the fleet wiiich was ready to 
sail for Naupactus, and with the assistance to be readily procured 
within the iland, could occasion little delay. The Athenian people 
were ill-advised enough to decree as’ he desired. The armament went 
to Crete, and ravaged without opposition the Cydonian lan d s; but the 
town was found so strong, and its people so determined, that there 
appeared no probability o f taking it without . the tedious process o f  a

siege.
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siege, or perhaps a blockade. The commanders. would have then 
hastened their voyage to Naupactus, but contrary winds detained them 
long in Crete. -

Meantime Phorrmon was left to exert his abilities and his vigilance 
against an enemy who too much outnumbered him. Y e t tbo they had 
nearly four times his strength, so coOfident was he in superior skill, that Thucyd,l.2. 
not only he did not refuse> but he appears to have been desirous to " 
meet them wherever he could have sea-room. M oving therefore from 
Naupactus, he took a station just without the gulph, near the headland 
of the Molycrian or northern Rhium ; and a small army  ̂ composed c. 90.- 
chiefly o f NaupaCtian Messenians, joined his naval camp bn the shore, 
to assist in case of any attempt front a superior force upon the fleet in 
its station. This movement was not without danger, as the event 
proved; but the apprehension that the squadron expected from Attica 
might be intercepted and overpowered by the Peloponnesian fleet,
•appears to have been his motive for quitting the security o f his station 
at Naupactus, before that assistance arrived.

The Peloponnesians however, with all their advantage o f numbers, 
with all the pride o f reputed preeminence in arms, and all the zeal o f 
the Lacedaemonian commanders to incite them, so felt their inferiority 
in naval action, from the event o f the late ingagement, that they pei> 
severingly avoided the open, and directed their endevors to draw the 
Athenians into the narrow sea. From Panormus, which is a little 
within the gulph, and nearly opposite Naupactus, they moved to the 
Achaian or southern Rhium, overagainst the station o f the Athenians.
The two headlands, -forming the mouth of the gulph, are less than 

• a mile a su n d e rth e  stations-of the two fleets^would: be. something' 
more.

During six or seven days they watched; oneanother. without 
moving. The Peloponnesjans then practised a stratagem, apparently 
Avell imagined,, for forcing the Athenian admiral to action within the 
gulph. The town of Naupactus, while its youth werb in the army ■ 
attending the Athenian fleet, was left alm ost'without, defence. A t 
daybreak the Peloponnesians moved eastward, along the Achaian coast, 
in a column with four triremes abreast; , twenty of the swiftest forming

an
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ian advanced guard. Phorniion -was immediately in alarm for Nau'-
pactus. W ith all haste he got his people aboard from his naval camp^
and proceeded eastward by the northern coast o f the gulph, with hiS
line o f battle formed ahead ; the Messenians at the same.time pressing
-their march along the shore toward their town. This was precisely
what the Peloponnesians wished. They no sooner saw the Athenian
fleet irrecoverably ihgaged within the straits, than  ̂ trusting to the
advanced guard for preventing its escape into the harbour o f  N au '
pactus, they formed" for action in line o f battle abreast, and pushed
across the gulph. The eleven headmost ships o f the Athenian line,
througlr superior swiftness, outstretching the right wing o f the Pelo*-
ponnesians, escaped attack: the nine others tvere intercepted, *over^
powered, and forced ashore. One was taken with its whole c re w : all
fell into the hands o f the Peloponnesians ; but, o f their people, many
-escaped, by swimming; tbe rest were mostly put to the sword. W hat
followed, reported by the authoritative pen o f  Thucydides, proves how
important, in tbe antient system, o f naval war, the cooperation o f an-
army might be to a flebt. ^he brave Messenians, zealous in hererlitary
-enmity to Laceda3mon, arriving on the beach, dashed completely armed
through the surf, boarded the stranded galleys, and driving out the

«
conquerors, recovered a ll; tho some were already taken in tow.

Meanwhile the twenty galleys o f the Peloponnesian advahcg^d guard 
Were pursuing the eleven Athenian which had overstretched the main 
■ body.. Ten o f these reached the harbour o f  Naupactus: and forming 
against the shore, prepared to resist any attack that might be attempted 
against them. A  Leucadian trireme, the swiftest o f the allied fleet, in 
which was Timocrates, the first o f  the Lacedemonian commissioners 
appointed to be o f council with the admiral, pursued the eleventh, and 
•gained' upon her so fast, that to escape into the harbour o f Naupactus 
sdemed inipossible. I t  happened that a large merchant-ship was lying* 
at anchor o ff the harbour’s mouth. The Athenian captain having 
passed this vessel, turned close roirnd it, and judged his time so well, 
and managed theevolution With isuch combined rapidity and exactness, 
that \vrth his beak he struck the galley o f  the nmazed XeuCadians 
amidship, and With iSneh force tfedl she.presently sunk. Timocrates, 
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in a fit o f pa$sipnate despair, stabbed himself; and his .gored bodj, 
floating into the harbour o f Naupactus, was afterward.taken up there. 
The rest o f the advanced squadron was at tips tinje following in a dis
orderly manner, the crews singing the song of triumph, as if  already 
completely eonqueroi's^ The eatastrophe of their comrades, happen
ing within sight o f all, astonished and alarmed them. Some rested pri 
their oars to await the main body o f their fleet, but the main body of 
their fleet was far off, and the enemy near. Some, through ignorance 
of the coast, struck upon shoals. Their hesitation and distress were as 
a signal to the Athenians in the harbour, The Athenians,, quickly 
aware o f all circumstances, advanced in good order against the enemy 
yet in confusion. The contest was not long: the Peloponnesians fled 
for their port o f Panormus, on the opposite coast o f the gulph, distant 
about seven miles, losing six triremes taken by thp Athenians. The 
main body o f  their fleet, too distant to give any considerable support, 
and apparently fearful of passing the night oh a hostile coast with 
which they were imperfectly acquainted, also sought the security of 
the port^ The success of the'Athenians was altogether extraordinary: 
they took six o f the enemy’s triremes; they sunk one: they recovered 
all their own which had been taken or forced ashore, excepting only 
that which had fallen into the' enemy’s hands with its crew aboard; 
they collected the wreck and their own slain; they restored the slain 
o f the enemy only through the customary ceremony of a truce .solicited 
for the purpose; anct erecting their trophy  ̂which \vas the easiest part 
o f the business, they vindicated to themselves, against a force so supe
rior, every ordinary mark o f decided victory. The Peloponnesians also 
erected a trophy at the Achaian Rhium, on pretence o f their success in

103

* The song of battle and the song of vicr 
tory, both hymns to the gods, one a  prayer 
before battle, and at the same time a signal 
foT ingaging, the other, a thanksgiving for 
success, if̂ ere .equally called P®an; but 
TJiuoydides distinguishes that it-was the 
song of triumph which was sung upon this 
occasion n  i i

* Thucydides d.oes not, with his usual* 
accuracy, account for the inefiScieuey of the 
main body of the Peloponnesian fleet in the 
latter part of the day. Perhaps there was 
among them sonaethipg of that mismanage* 
ment frequently incident to chnfederate ar
maments, of which he was not himself per,, 
fectly informed.
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the early pari o f the day, and placed by it the single captured ship 
which had not been retaken, as. an offering to the god o f tlie sea.

I f  the event o f the former action against Phormion had excited 
indignation at Lacedsemon, that o f the recent battle would give 
Cnemus, and his two surviving coadjutors, to apprehend no very favor
able reception on their return thither. A  project therefore occurring, 
while the fleet remained yet assembled on the Coiintbian coast, 
for attempting an important stroke against the enemy before they 
dispersed for the winter, was received, particularly by the enterprizing 

'I'hucyd. 1.2. Brasidas, with eager jo y . . I t  was known to the Megarians that the 
, Athenian government, secure in naval superiority, left their harbour o f 
Peiraeus Avithout an adequate guard. That most important place there
fore it was proposed to surprize. A  select body o f seamen Avere marchcrl 
by land to Megara, each carrying his oar, his cushion, and his thong®. 
Arriving in. the evening, they with all haste launched forty triremes 
Avhich had been laid up in the port o f Nissea, and putting immediately 
to sea, made for the A ttic  coast. A  contrary wind, presently arising, 
gave them to apprehend that they should not be able to reach Peiraeus 
in time to accomplish a surprize. Doubtful therefore o f the possibility 
o f  executing their original plan, they determined ujx)n a smaller enter- 
prize, Avhich Avas clearly Avithin their power. Instead o f pushing for

c.S»3.

*  KWOTIV TO V TT rifte -ltt , * « *  T0»

rfo^arUfa.— Ctim singulis remise 4" 
pid vinis, quos sibi rem igantibus substeme~ 

rent, 4" cum singulis scalm is. The thong, 
or loop, to fasten the oar to the rowlock, 
is aot unknown with Us, and I have seen the 
cushion used by Thames wherrymen ; yet 
that the cushion should have been so indis
pensable an implement as the account in 
the .text would make it appear, we do'not 
readily qonceive. Tho therefore the scholiast 
gives the explan^ion, which the Latin 
translator has followed, v m f t a K r  S r i  to  x 5 « {

y  it Iflrriylti, Siit To

ivruir r itf ovy»<, I  cannot help having some 
suspicion that it meant another thing. A

marble fragment, which, before the spolia
tions of the French, was in the Vatican 
museum at Rome, has been mentioned in a 
former note, (24. s. 4. ch.'S.) as the most 
Satisfactory representation known of an 
antient ship of war. In that curious monu
ment, the oars project from the side of the 
vessel through apertures, iike the rowports 
of our small ships of war; but at the aper
ture every oar has a bag about it, whose 
purpose apparently has been to prevent the 
waves from flowing in. I leave it for those 
who have leisure for the inquiry to decide 
whether the virnfSa-ior of Thucydides may 
have been such a case or bag, rather than 
a cushion to sit upon.

drjEus,
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Peirsiis, they debarked on S^lamis. Notice communicated to Athens 
by fire-beacons, raised an alarm there, says Thucydides,.equal to any
thing experienced in the course o f the war. The immediate apprehension 
was, that the enemy were already in Peirseus: the inhabitants o f that 
place supposed that the Peloponnesians were at least .masters o f the 
to\rn o f Salamis, and that the attack would reach them without delay,
A t daybreak the whole strength o f Athens moved down to the port 
and the galleys were hastily launched and manned, while a strong gar
rison was appointed to Peirseus, The danger however was over almost 
as soon as known. The Peloponnesians, after collecting some booty, 
making some defenceless people prisoners, and seizing three triremes 
from which the crews bad fled, hastened, back to Nissea, not without 
apprehension that their leaky vessels might founder before they reached 
that port. Had the Peloponnesians persevered, says Thucydides, iir 
their first design, supposing no hindrance from the wind, they might 
easily have succeeded. The event therefore was salutary to Athens, by 
the admonition it gave. A  proper guard was thenceforward kept in 
Peirasus, the mouth o f the harbour was shut with a chain, and all due 
precaution, was observed against surprizes.

As soon as the Peloponnesian seamen returned to their fleet,’the ships 
were sent to'their several home.s, and laid up for the winter. But the 
active Phormion did not let the severe season pass unemployed. A  
party adverse to that which favored the Athenian alliance was strong Thucyd. 1. 2. 
in some o f  the Acarnanian towns. As soon as certain intelligence 
arrived that the Peloponnesian fleet was di^ersed^ nothing remaining 
to be feared for Naupactus, he sailed to Astacus. Debarking there 

■ four hundred heavy-armed Athenians and as many Messenians, he 
marched through Acarnania, and concerting measures with the 
friendly at Stratus, Coronta, and. other principal towns, he banished 
the obnoxious. CEneiadas, strongly situated among marshes near the 
mouth of the Achelous, alone o f all the Acarnanian cities, maintained 
its ■ alliance .with the Peloponnesians. Reimbarking then with his escort, 
he returned to Naupactus. In spring he proceeded to Athens, taking 
with him the captured ships, and the prisoners; o f whom the freemen

VoL. II. P * were
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were shortly exchanged for so many Athenians, prisoners with the 
Peloponne^ans.

During these transactions- in the ivestern part of Greece, while, in 
Daced^mon and Athens, war seemed to sleep for the winter, far more 
alarming movements occurred on the northern borders. Philip, hrother 
o f Perdiceas king o f Macedonia, dying, his son Amyntas claimed the 
succession to the principality lyhich he had held in Upper Macedonia. 
Perdiceas, who had proposed to deprive his hrother o f that little sub
ordinate sovereinty, seized it on his death. W hat the Macedonian law 
on ihe subject may have been, we have no information, and perhaps it 
was not very well defined. Amyntas however resorted to the neigh
boring powerful soverein o f Thrace, Sitalces.' This prince, by his 
recent alliance with Athens, for what advantages in return, is not said, 
had in gaged to compel the revolted dependencies o f Athens in Cbalci- 
dice to return to their obedience. . Ready therefore with his army, he 
took Amyntas under his patronage; and, Perdiceas refusing to reinstate 
that prince in the principality which had been held by his father, he 
resolved to dethrone Perdiceas, and make Amyntas king o f  M ace
donia., ■

W inter was approaching, but winter warfare, ive find, was more 
common with the Thracians than with the Greeks. The forces o f 
Sitalces, unlike th e : little armies o f the Grecian republics, almost 
rivalled in numbers the hosts o f A sia : but, far alien from Asiatic 
effeminacy, Thrace was held by the Greeks themselves to be the 
favorite residence o f Ares and Enyo, or, as the Romans named thenr, 
Mars and Bellona, the deities o f war. Sitalces put himself at the head 
o f a hundred thousand foot and fifty thousand horse; and, taking \rith 
him the Macedonian prince, marched toward that inland district o f  
the Macedonian kingdom, which had been his father’s appanage. 
Here Amyntas had still friends, and the towns o f G oftynia and Ata-- 
lanta readily opened their gates to his protector. ' Perdiceas, tho o f no 
mean talents, and commanding a considerable dominion, y e t weakened 
by civil war-with the princes o f  his family, was utterly unequal to 
meet the Thracian army in battle. W ith his cavalry only he attended 
upon its motions, while his people sought refuge, some in the. fortified

■ . ' towns.;
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towns; but as these in Macedonia; a country yet little improwed, were 
few and small, the greater part fled to the mountains, woods, and 
marshes. ;

The firist oppositioii that Sitalces met was from the town ofEidomene, 
which he took by assault. He next attacked Europus ; but unskilled 
in sieges, arid unprovided for them, he there failed  ̂ Meanwhile the 
Macedonian horse, armed for defence in the Grecian manner, did not 
fear to meet superior numbers; and it was found that against the ipost- 
numerous body qf Thracians^ wherever they made a charge, they made 
an impression. Being nevertheless Constantly in the end overpowered, 
and continually liable to be surrounded, they soon desisted from efibrts 
which were found unavailing.- A ll the open Country therefore was at 
the mercy o f the Thracian prince: the provinces o f  Mygdonia,, Gres- 
tonia, Anthemous, and .®mathia> were wasted. I t  had been concerted Tliucyd. 1.2. 
with the Athenian goverirtnent, that an Athenian fleet should cooperate, 
with the Thracian army; but it was so little expected thatSitalces 
would perform his ingagement at that season, that the fleet was never 
sent. As soon as it was known that Jae had actually entered Macedo
nia, an embassy was dispatched to apologize for the omission, carrying 
presents, as the Thracian custom required. Sitalces, in some degree 
gratified, sent a part o f his army into Chalcidice; and the ravage o f 
that country was added to the destruction made through so many other, 
provinces. The people however found security;in their towns: for' 
against a Grecian town, moderately fortified, unless by surprize or, by 
the slow operation o f a blockade, all the force o f  Thrace was little 
efficacious. *

The apprehensions excited by the fame o f the vast array of Sitalces, 
were not confined to Macedonia. All the Greeks as far as Thermopylm 
were in alarm, and took measures for resisting the storm, should it 
reach them. The various clans o f free Thracians, north , o f ,th.oStry- 
mon, were not less apprehensive and not less in m otion., But want and 
the rigor o f the season began soon to press severely upon siich ,a mul
titude, so unprovided as the army o f Sitalces ■?. The-able.Perdiccas

 ̂ There is remarkable resemblance be- scribed at large, by baron Tott^vhe accbm- 
tween this expedition of the king, of Thrace, panied the Tartar prince in his winter cam-
as compendiously related by Thucydides, 

.and that of the Khan of Crim Tartary, de
pain, in war between Russia and Turkey,

r  2 used
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used the opportunity for negotiatioii. He found means, through con
fidential persons, to communicate with Seuthes, nephew and principal 
favorite o f the Thracian monarch. StratoniceJ sister o f Perdiccas, was 
offered him in marriage, with a large portion. The intrigue succeeded: 
the restoratiort o f Amyntas to his father’s principality was o f course 
allowed; and, after a month spent* in wasting Macedonia and Chalci- 
dice,* but no farther purpose o f  the expedition accomplished, Sitalces led 
his forces home. A  treaty of amity followed between the two monarchs, 
and the Macedonian princess gave her hand to Seuthes.

S E  C  T  r  *0  N  : I I I .

Fourth Campain: Third Invasion o f A ttica. Revolt o f  Mitylene. 
F lig h t o f  p a rt o f  the Garrison o f  Platcea. Siege o f  M itylene by 
Paches. Distress and Exertions o f  Athens. Transactions wider 
the Lacedaemonian Alcidas, and the Athenian Paches on the Ionian 
Coast. ' ■ • ,

01 l-JV/1, -g-j. -J-.
KW .4.

Thucyd. 1.3. I n  the former summer, as we have seen, invasion o f A ttica was inter- 
B *C 428  by the Peloponnesians; but in the year to whose transactions

we now proceed, the fourth o f the war, they entered that country for 
the thi '. time, still under the command o f  the Spartan king Archi- 
damus. They chose as usual the season just before harvest, ajid' 
extensive Avaste followed: but the Athenian cavalry was successful in 
desultory attacks, and repressed the excursions o f th,e Peloponnesian, 
light troops beyond, the protection o f their heavy-armed, so that the 
lands immediately around Athens were little infested. A fter no lon g ' 
stay, the Peloponnesian army, having consumed the small stores 
brought with k, and what could be c.ollected in Attica, returned home 
and was disbanded. •

But new troubles were preparing for Athens, the mord dangerous as 
they had their source in the defective constitution o f the empire. 
Am ong its most valuable and most powerful dependencies’was the hand 
of Lesbos, about forty miles long only and ten Avide,. yet divided 

13 between
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between six republics, which claimed their separate and equal indepen
dency. In'population and'power, however, Mitylene and Methymne 
were far superior to the others. -The consideration o f their iEoIian Thucyd. l. a. 

•extraction tended to dispose all the people of Lesbos to, the Laccdiemo- 
nian alliance; but more especially to the Boeotian, rather than to the 
Athenian, to which the coursebf events, the naval superiority of Athens, 
and their own situation as ilanders, had led them. But the momentary 
interest o f faction, too commonly among the Greeks, overwhelmed all 
other considerations; deadened alLfeeling for the ties of blood, and 
blinded to all views of inlarged policy. In Methymne the democra- 
tical party was decidedly superior, and, its .people held close alliance 

,.with those o f the neighboring iland of Tenedos, who were influenced 
by the same political principles. The Methymngeaus and Tenedians 
were therefore warmly attached to Athens. But in Mitylene the ariato- 
cratical party was powerful; and an aristocratical party, i f  not oppressed, 
must be always insecure, where Athenian influence prevailed. Nor 
could men o f  observation and foresight consider, without great appre
hension, what had already befallen other states o f the Athenian confe
deracy ; all b f which, except those o f Lesbos and Chios, were deprived 
o f their marine,, forbidden even fortifications for their defence, and 
reduced to complete subjection under the despotic will of the Athenian 
multitude^

Accordingly, before the war broke out between Athens apd Lace- 
dsemon, the principal Mitylenaeans had sent offers to the Lacedasmonian 
administration to renounce the Athenian, and reiinite themselves with 
the Peloponnesian confederacy. Their views indeed extended farther 
than the meer change o f their domestic constitution and forein con
nections: they proposed to reduce the rival republic o f Methymne, or ,

, at least to repress the democracy there j they had already a secure 
influence in the four inferior commonwealths; and thus the whole 
iland wmuld be brought under one dominion, in which they would 
have the principal i f  not the sole authority. The Lacedaemonians, 
however, seem to have, judged ifiir better, 011 the occasion than the 
Mitylenffians aware that they were utterly incapable o f protecting an 
ally, across the jEgean, against the Athenian navy, they declined the

proposal.
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proposal. The same sentiments nevertheless continuing to animate the 
^litylenasans, when they saw the Athenians, between invasion and 
pestilence, in deep distress, they thought the season favorable for the 
execution o f their project: they built ships o f war; they strengthened 
the walls o f their tow n; they took.measures for giving security to their 
harbour; they imported corn from the Euxine to form magazines ; and 
they increased their military force by hiring archers from the same parts. 

Thucyd. J. 3. In the dejection o f the public mind a t  Athens, under severe and 
complicated Calamity, there was great unwillingness to credit the infor
mation o f these transactions at.M itylene, and o f the prevailing political 
sentiments -there; which was repeatedly given by the Methymnseans, 
by the T^nedians, and by the democratical party in M itylene itself. 
A t length commissioners o f inquiry and inspection were s.ent, with a 
requisition for the Mitylenaeans to desist from measures which gave 
alarm to the neighboring commonwealth o f Methymne, and umbrage 
to Athens. The Mitylenaeans nevertheless continued active in prepa
ration. On the return o f the commissioners therefore it was deter
mined to use every exertion for checking, in its beginning, an evil 

.which, in its progress, might involve the ruin o f the commonwealth.
The Peloponnesian army had now quitted A ttic a ; and the news o f 

the extraordinary successes o f Phormion, manifesting a decided supe- 
.riority in the Athenian marine, had somewhat reanimated administra
tion au(j people. A  squadron o f forty triremes, under the command o f 
Cleippides, was ready to sail on an expedition against the Peloponne
sian coast. It was recollected, by the Athenian. administration, that 
the festival o f  the Maloeian Apollo was approaching, in the celebration. 
o f  which the whole Mitylenman people would go in procession out o f  
the city. Cleippides was ordered with his squadron to surprize them 
in the pej'formance o f this; ceremony; but apparently a vote o f  the 
general assembly was deemed necessaiy to authorize the measure. T o  
prevent the communication of intelligence therefore, ten Lesbian tri
remes, then in the ports o f A ttica as auxiliaries to the Athenian fleet, 
were stopped, and their crews.put into safe custody: A  private Lesbian 
nevertheless carried the intelligence: hastening to Gercestus in Euboea, 
an4  procuring a small tessel, he reached M itylene on. the third day

from
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from his leaving Athens. The Mitylenscans in consequence kept
Muthin their walls, and prepared for defence. CleippidCs arriving
shortly after, and finding the. intended surprize frustrated, demanded th n cyrt 1. 3 .

the surrender o f all ships o f war, and-the demolition o f the fortifications
of the city ; informing the Mitylenaeans that his instructions.required
him, in case o f refusal, to denounce war against them, and immediately
to begin operations. The Mit-ylenasans, yet-incottipletely prepared,
endevored to gain time by negotiation; and Cleippides, thinking
his force insufficient for the reduction o f the place, permitted them to
send a deputation to Athens. The deputies were directed to assure the,
Athenian people that no defection from their political ingagements bad 
been intended' by the Mitylenreans; and, to give some color to the 
assertion, one of the persons who had sent intelligence to Athens, but 
who had been gained over to the ruling party in Mitylene, was ap
pointed o f the deputation. Looking however only for the relief o f 
delay from this measure, the Mitylenjeans at'the same time privately' 
dispatched a trireme with ministers to Lacedasmon, to report 'the 
state of things, and again urge solicitation for assistance.

The Mitylenjean deputies returning from Athens, as was expected, c. 5. 
without procuring any relaxation of the terms required, both parties 
prepared for hostilities. "AH Lesbos declared- for the Mitylenteans, 
except Methymne, whose whole force joined the Athenian armament, 
which was farther strengthened .' from Imbrus, Lemnos, and other 
places. The Mitylensans at first endevored to gain credit to their 
cause, by making a parade o f their strength in taking the field against 
the Athenians; but after an action in which, tho. not defeated, no 
advantage was obtained, they retired within their fortifications. Theo. 
the Athenian general sent with more • confidence to require assistance 

' from the other allies; who came in with readier zeal as they began to 
conceive a worse opinion of-the Mitylen^an affairs; and the siege of 
M itykne was regularly formed.

The.Mitylensean ministers arriving at 5 parta, found no very earnest 
disposition to ingSge in their cause. ‘ The Lacedaemonian government 
would nisither of itself undertake it, nor call a congress o f the nonfe- July- 
deracy; The Mitylenaeans were coldly told, that the, season o f the - 
Olympian festival was at hand : they might go to Olympia, where they

would
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would find some principal persons' o f every state of the Lacedsemonian 
alliance, and so they might have opportunity to learn how each^ was 
disposed. G oing accordingly, they found readier favor among the

Tlnrcyd. 1. 3. Subordinate than in the imperial government. After the conclusion 
o f the festival, a meeting o f deputies o f  the several' states was 
held, in which it was determined to receive the Lesbians into alliance, 
and to make immediatejy a diversion in their favor by a fresh invasion 
o f  Attica. iSummons were issued for two-thirds o f the force o f the 
confederacy to repair without delay to Corinth; and to give new 
efficacy to the invasion, frames were prepared, on Avhich to drag the 
triremes, which lay in the Corinthian gulph, across the isthmus, that a 
fleet might cooperate with the arm y: for weakened as the Athenians 
were by the pestilence, by the repeated waste o f their territory, and by 
the distraction o f their forces, it was supposed impossible that they 
could make any considerable opposition by sea, without withdrawing 

'their squadrons employed in the siege o f Lesbos and on the coast o f 
Thrace, and exposing their maritime dependencies.

C .16,17 .1 This new crisis roused the spirit o f the Athenian administration and 
people. It %vas indeed become of the utmost importance to show that 
they had still resolution to dare, and still strength to execute. The . 
formidable state o f their navy at this time, which inabled so small a 
commonwealth to command such extensive dominion,, and to resist 
such a powerful confederacy, is indeed truly wonderful, and does the- 
highest honor to the foresight and exertions o f Tbemistocles, by whom 
it was first raised, and o f Pericles, by whom principally-it was main
tained and improved. Forty triremes were employed at Lesbos, ten 
on the Thracian coast; th irty under Asopius son o f Phormion were 
circonmavigating and ravaging Peloponnesus; and there were guard-" 
ships statione'd in various parts o f the coasU o f A ttica and Euboea. 
N one were called in. A  hundred ready for service remained in the 
harbour of Peirseus, and these it was detea-mined immediately to  use. 
Every Athenian was in some degree a seaipan. E xcepting only those 
o f the highest orders, distinguished, by the titles o f kni ghts and penta 
cosiomedimnians, to whom, -with the superannuated and the minors, 
the charge o f the c ity  was left, all within the age for forein service, 
resident foreiners as well as Athenians, went aboard. T he fleet

m o v e d
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inovecl immediately for the isthmus, and displayed its strength in 
sight of the Peloponnesians; who remained in their ports motionless. 
Debarkations were made at pleasure, on various parts of the Pelopon- 
iiesian coast, and a watch was kept on the movements o f  the Pelo
ponnesian army. . • /

Ehe Lacedaemonian leaders were astonished and distressed by this 
Well-judged and successful bravado. They had confided in the 
yepoft of the weakness o f Athens, which the Lesbians were led by 
their interest to exaggerate. They had depended upon the com- 
j)liance o f  their allies with the summons for '‘their proportions, o f 
troops for the invasion o f Attica, and there too they were not less 
disappointed. Where the people are at the sarne time cultivators 
and soldiers, they cannot be always ready to go on distant expe
ditions, and leave the care o f their domeHic affairs to women and 
slaves. The Peloponnesians were now busy with their harvest; 
they were already wearied with fruitless invasions o f Attica, an'd 
they delayed to obey the call to arms. Meanwhile intelligence 
arrived that the armament under Asopius was ravaging Laconia; upon 
which, without more delay, the projected invasion o f  Attica was aban
doned, and the Lacedaemoniatt forces marched home. Then the 
Athenian fleet also retired within its ports.

The purpose o f preventing the immediate pressure o f  the siege o f c. is. 
Mitylene had nevertheless been in some degree fulfilled. The Athenian 
force in Lesbos was so little equal to its object, that the Mityleneeans, 
holding, intelligence with the aristocratical faction in Methymne, 
marched to that place, in hope o f having it betrayed to them. They . 
were disappointed; but in their retarn they regulated, at leisure, the 
affairs o f the subordinate republics o f Antissa, Pyra, and Eresi’<!, an/Ĵ  
without any effectual opposition from Cleippides, returned into M ity
lene. Upon receiving intelligence- o f this, the Athenian government 
sent Paches son o f Epicurus, with a reinforcement o f a thousand 
heavy-armed ■ Athenians, to take the command in Lesbos. This 
sufficed, to insure superiority; and, by the beginning o f winter, a 
contfavallatioa was Completed, and Mityleffe was blockaded by land 
and sea.

Vox. II. Q The
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‘.The expenceis o f  the war however had been so great to Athens, that 
its treasury, M'ealthy as it had been at the beginning,'was now exhausted. 
The daily pay o f every Athenian foot-soldier on distant service (Thu
cydides mentions particularly tho'se employed in the siege o f Potidtea) 
was no less than two A ttic, drachmas, about twenty pence English; 
one drachma for his o;ivn subsistence, the'other for a slave-servant.. 
The pay o f the feet was the same. Thucydides does not indeed specify 
that the seamen had their servants aboard, but, what may imply the con
trary, the thousand soldiers, who went w'ith Paches to Lesbos, themselves 
lowed the vessels which carried them. Upon other occasions also we 
find Athenian soldiers doing duties tliat would"seem to be rather the 
business of servants, i f  any were attending ; and as none are mentioned 
b y  the historian, we must suppose the indulgence was not always 
allowed. Sieges were the most expensive military operations o f  the 
age, and generally lasting. Extraordinary' m;sasures 'were therefore 
necessary to provide means fonprosecuting the siege o f Mitylen'e; and 
accordingly now, for the first time, a contribution, apparently in the 
way o f a free gift, Was collected from the Athenian citizens, to the
amount of two hundred talents. This manner o f taxation became%
afterward, as was likely in a government where the multitude was- 
despotic, a source o f intolerable oppression'upon the higher tanks. - A  
•reduction o f pay to the soldiers and seamen seems to have taken place, 
as a correspondent tax upon the lower-; for we learn from Thucydides,! 
that the "pay was afterward eonsiderably. below Avhat he states it to 
liave been till this time. Exactions from the subject cities supplied, 
the farther wants o f the commonwealth.
- While the vengeance o f Athens Was thus directed against thesegeders 

from its confederacy, its faithful allies of. the little republic o f  Plattea 
seem to have-been forgotten. Closely blockaded now for above'a year- 
and a half, distress was coming fast upon them; I t  was already winter ; 
they had nearly consumed their stores, relief was despaired of, .to* hold' 
out much longer was impossible, and from their besiegers no mercy. Avas 
expected. Tn this situation o f their affairs the commander o f thê  
garrison, Eupolpidas, incouraged by his friend Tbea;netus, who was, 
either by reputation or by office, a prophet, proposed to attempt escape,

*  ■  : %
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by forcing their passage across, the enemy’s llneg.' The proposal was at 
first joyfully accepted by the whole garrison, and preparation was 
zealously commenced for the execution: but on the nearer view o f so 
hazardous an undertaking, full half retracted. About two hundred 
and twenty however persevered with the commander. Ladders’were 
prepared, equal to the height ©f the enemy’s •ŵ all, which was calculated 
by counting the row's of bricks. The interval between the walls of 
circnmvallation and contravallatlon, to use terms the nearest to the 
purpose that our language possesses, was sixteen feet. This spaCe, 
being roofed, formed barracks for.the besieging army, the appearance 
being that o f one thick wall, with a parapet and battlements on each 
side. A t the interval o f every ten battlements were towers, o f equal 
Avidth with the space inclosed by the Avails: in these towers the guards 
were kept, apd, in bad weather, the sentries sheltered.

I t  was midwinter when all was ready for the undertaking. A'dark, 
stormy night was chosen, with rain and sleet falling. The adventurers 
were all compactly armed; and, that they might tread more surely on 
the slippery soil, with the right foot bare. Observing distance, to 
ayoid the clashing of arms, they directed their w'ay to the middle of  
the interval between two towers. Having passed the ditch unperceived, 
ladders were placed, and tw'elve light-armed, with only a short sword 
and a breastplate, mounted under the command of A-mmeas son o f  
Coroebus, who himself led. On reaching the top they divided, six 
toAA'ard each tOAver, and Avaited, Others, meanwhile, hastened to sup
port them ,, light-armed, with $mall spears; their shields, that they 

■ might climb more nimbly, being borne by those who folloAved. J\|any 
w'ere already mounted, while the din of the storm and the extreme 
darkness of the night prevented discovery, when a tile, accidentally 
throAvn from a battlement, fell w'ith so much noise as to alarm the 
guard in the neighboring tovA'er. The call to  arms Avas immediate, and 
the whole besieging army* was presently in motion. The reipaining 
garrison, according to the plan concerted Avitli" them, attentive to this, 
sallied from the opposite part of the town, and made a feigned attack  
upon the contravallation. The besieging army being thus distracted, 
and, in darkness and tempest unable to discover what were the real

Q 2 circumstances,
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circumstances, none dared, quit his post: a body o f three hundred 
only, appointed as a picUet-guard to move ^vhitliersoever emergency 
might require, went .without the wall o f  circumvallatlon, directing* 
their march by the, dam or.. Fire-signals were raised to give notice to 

. Thebes; but, to render these unintelligible, the garrison formed similar 
. signals in various parts o f the town. ♦

Meanwhile those Platteans, who first mounted the wall, had forced 
the towers on each side, put the guards to the sword, and proceeding by 
their ladders on the tops o f the towers, from that height discharged 
missile weapons, with advantage, agafnst those who approached to 
disturb the passage o f their comrades. The parapet between the towers, 
to  make the passing easier, was then throAvn down; ladders rrere placed 
on the outside, and every one, as soon as over the outer ditch, formed pn 
the counterscarp; whence, with arrows and darts, he cooperated with 
those on the towers in protecting the rest, T o  cross the ditch, however. 
Was,not easy; for there was much water in it, frozen, but not so as 
to bear; and before those from the tower-tops, who*were the last 
to  descend, could effect it, the enemy’s picket-guard approached. 
But the torches which these carried, o f  little use to themselves, 
inabled the Plat?eans to direct missile weapons against them, so effica
ciously as to give opportunity for the last o f  their own people to get 
•over the ditch; M’hich was no'sooner done than they hastened off, and, 
leaving the temple o f the hero Andrperates on the right, so Thucydides 

-describes their march, struck directly into the Theban road, as that 
which they would least be expected to take. -The stratagem was con;- 
pletely successful*: they could plainly perceive the Peloponnesians, with 
their torches, pufsuing along the Athenian road, by Dryocephalse tow ard ' 
mount Citbffiron. Flaving themselves followed the Theban road about 
three quarters o f a mile,-they turned short to the right, and passing b y 
Erythrge and Hysi®, soon gained the mountains, whence they proceeded 
securely to Athens. . , .

O f those who ingaged in this hazardous but well-planned and ably- 
executed enterpriz6, two bund red, and twelve thus profited from its 
success: none were killed; one only was taken on the counterscarp o f 
the eircumvallation; five or six returned into the town without 

i J attempting
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attempting to scale the Avail. These told the garrison that their 
comrades, who persevered, Avcre all cut off. K e x t morning therefore 
a herald was sent to solicit the dead for burial, and by his return the 
success of the undertaking was first known in the tOAvn.

The I'elief o f Mitjdene meaiiAvhile ŵ as not forgotten at Lacedaemon, 
Requisitions w e r 6  sent to the several maritime states of the confederacy 
to furnish their proportion of* a fleet of forty ships of Avar; and tOAA’̂ ard 
spring, AA'hile these Avere preparing, Salaethus was forwarded Avith a c.-25. 
single trireme to inspect the state of things, and direct AAdiat might 
be necessary. ' Salcethus, landing at Pyrrha, found means, thrbugln 
some defect in the contravallation, Avhere it crossed a deep AÂ atercourse, 
to enter Mitylene. The people, pressed by the able and vigorous con
duct of' Paches in the command of the besieging armament, Avere 
already talking of capitulation; but the exhortations o f Salrethus,
Avith assurance of speedy succour, encouraged «them to persevere in- 
defence. Early in summer the fleet, Avhicli. the zeal of the con
federacy had increased to forty^tAvo slups of war, sailed for Mitylene 
Under the command of A lcidas;, and, shortly^after, the Peloponnesian 
army, commanded by 'Cleomenes, as regent for his minof nephew 
Pausanias, son of the banished king Pleistoanax, inA'aded Attica. N ot 
only the produce of the earth Avas destroyed, Avherever cultivation 
had been attempted in the tract formerly ravaged, but parts of the 

' country before uiltouched AA'ere noAv laid Avaste; so that, excepting that' 
of the second year of the Avar, this Avas the most destructive, inroad; 
that Attica had experienced.

Meanwhile, Alcidas loitering long on the coast of Peloponnesus, and 
then not pressing his voyage across the .Egean, the Mitylenasans, 
distressed by scarcity of provisions, began to despair o f timely succour. 
Salselhus himself at length grew hopeless of that assistance of Avhich 
he had brought the promise ; but he thought he saw a resource in thê  
yet unexerted strength of the garrison. The oligarchal party in M ity
lene, according to 'a  policy, common in the Grecian commonwealths,. 
reserved to themselA''es exclusively the complete armour and efllcacious'^ 
Aveapons of the heavy-armed, and alloAved the loAver people the. nsevof. 
the inferior arms, and the practice o f the inferior discipline, of thedight-

araied;
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armed only. Salaethus, who, in an oligarchy supported by the extra
ordinary institutions, o f Lycurgus, was accustomed to see all the 
citizens, without inconvenience, equally intrusted with the completest 
armour,, and''trained in the completest discipline, thought nothing was 
wanting to inable th^ Mitylen^anSj instead o f starving within their 
walls, to meet Paches in the field, but to distribute among the hmer 
people the arms lying in their stores. The experiment was made under 
his authority, but the event was. very wide o f his hope. The lower 
people were up sooner vested wnth this new military importance, than 
they assumed civil eontroul: they held their pwn assemblies; they 
would no longer obey the" magistrates; but -they required that the 
remaining stock o f provisions should be open to public inspection, and 
distributed equally to the people o f all ranks; and they threatened, in 
case o f refusal,, to make immediately their own terms with the iltlie- 
nians. lu  this state x)f things, the leading men thought no time was 
to be lost: they proposed at once to the people to treat for a capitula
tion, in which all should be included^ This was-approved: a herald 
was sent to the Athenian general, and' the following hard terms were 
accepted: That the Mitylenjeans should surrender themselves to 'th e 
pleasure o f the Athenian people: That the Athenian army should be 
immediately admitted into the city : That the INlitylen^eans should 
send deputies to  Athens to pdead their cause: That, before the return 
o f these, the Athenian general should neither put to death, reduce to 
slavery, nor imprison any Mitylentean, The concluding stipulation 
W'as intended particularly for the security'- o f those o f the aristocratical 
party, who had been active in th e ' negotiation with Lacedtemon. 
Many of them, nevertheless, whether, doubtful o f Athenian faith, or 
apprehensive o f vengeance from their fellowcitizens, Mdiu through their 
means chiefly had been led to their present diasterons situation, took 
*refuge at the altars. Pache$ removed them under a guard to the iland 
o f Teuedos, there to await the judgement o f the Athenian people. 

c. Alcidas, with the fleet which should have .relieved. M itylene, was no
farther advanced than-the Hands o f Icarus and Myconus, when report 
o f its surrender met him. Desirous o f more authentic information, he 
proceeded to Embatus, a port o f the Erythrrean territory on the Ionian

coast;
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coast; and tliere receiving\assurance tliat the Athenian forces had
been seven days in possession o f Mitylene, he summoned a council o f
war to concert measCires. In the fleet were some Ionian refugees, who
proposed to excite a defection o f Ionia, the richest dependency o f Thucyd. 1.3.
Athens, the great source of that revenue which supported the war. The
people they affirmed would be found not averse: it would'only be
necessary, by a sudden and vigdrdus exertion, to get possession of
some one Ionian city, or o f Cunia in iEolis, for rvhich the strength of
the armament w'as more than sufficient, and the business would be
done; and besides that a greater blow could scarcely be given to the;
Athenian power, it would lead o f course to communication with the 
Persian satraps o f the western provinces, who might probably be induced * 
to form alliance with the Pelopomjesians. The assertions o f the lonians 
■ were corroborated, and the project recommended,. by the Mitylenajaa' 
ministers, who returned with the fleet from Peloponnesus. But Alcidas. 
was not enterprizing*: all proposals for vigorous exertion were rejected, c, 30« 
and he was most inclined to return immediately home. Al^eakness 
indeed seems to mark equally what was blameable and what wa$ praise-- 
■ worthy in his conduct. He proceeded at length eastward along the- 
coast, as far as appears, without any decided object,' unless to make Ci 32s. 
prize o f merchant-ships, o f which he took numbers; for since he had- 
been in those seas none had avoided him, some rather making toward 
his fleet, s\ipposing it Athenian; being without, suspicion that a 
Peloponnesian fleet could show itself on the Asiatic coast. A t Myon- 
nesus, in the Teian territory, he put to death the greater part o f the 
prisoners thus made. Alarni spred in consequence, and,'as he proceeded' 
toward Ephesus, deputies from Samos came to him, deprecating such; 
barbarities. Convinced by their Tepresentations, at least of the impo
licy o f his proceedingj he dismissed^ many of his surviving prisoners, 
particularly the Chians, and he made no more such executions.

Meanwhile intelligence brought to Paches, that the'Peloponnesian c. 33 -̂ 
fleet was on the Ionian coast, occasioned no small uneasiness ; for there .  
was little or no Athenian force in Asia Minor, and most of the towns,..
•wer& imfortifled ; having been rendered purposely incapable of defence, 
that tliey might be the less capable of reyolt. Paches therefore'

hastened̂
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hastened thither with his fleet; hut the cautious Alcida^ had put him* 
self beyond his reach in the way to Peloponnesus, before he . could 
arrive. Paches followed as far as Latmos, when, finding pursuit vain, 

Thucyd. 1. 3. he turned toward Ionia, where opportunity offered to do a service to his 
’ country; but by an act o f  united treachery and cruelty, which, through 

the impartial justice o f  the admirable historian his cotemporary and 
fellowcountryman, has marred with a blot o f  eternal infamy a character 
otherwise o f some .glory, not without extending a stain to that o f the 
Athenian governra^t and people, who approved and profited from the 
deed.

Aristot.Po- Colophon, once famous for the wealth o f its citizens, being torn by 
he 1-4. C.4,, contending factions, about three years before the time we are treat-Thucyd.ut . - , „
iiiip. liigof, one party, obtaining assistance from Itamanes, a Persian officer,

expelled all their opponents. Thus far we have only an . ordinary 
occurrence among the Grecian republics. W hat followed is marked 
b y  more singularity. The fugitives possessed themselves o f  Notium, 
the seaport o f Colophon, and became there separate commonwealth. 
But faction shortly arose among tnem also, to such a point, that one 
party applied to the satrap Pissuthnes, under whose authority Itamanes 
had acted in expelling them from their antient city, Pissuthnes ordered 
some Arcadian mercenaries in his service, together with some barbarian 
troops, to their assistance. Tlieir opponents were in consequence 
expelled; but-they were themselves forced to submit to the govern
ment of their most inveterate enemies, their fellowcitizens in possession 

• o f  Colophon, who had preoccupied the satrap’s favor. Such was the state 
o f  things when Paches came with his fleet into the neighborhood. To 
him then the new fugitives from Notium applied; claiming his protec
tion, and that o f  tlie Atlicnian commonwealth, to which, they asserted, 
they had been faithful against barbarians and rebels, by whom they were 
oppressed. Paches, going accordingly^ to Notium, and landing his 
forces, desir^ a conference with Hippias, the commander o f  the A rca
dian troops. flippias, trusting in a safe-conduct, v'Ciit into his camp, 
but was immediately arrested; and Paches advancing with his forces - 
to Notium, where no such attempt was apprehended, took, it, and put 
All the Arcadian and Persian troops to the sword. N o t satisfied with

• this
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this efficacious treachery, as i f  in, mockery of good faith, conducting 
Hippias unhurt into the town, and claiming so to have complied with 
the terms o f his ingagementj. he ordered that deluded officer to exe
cution. The Colophonians o f the party adverse to the Persian interest 
were then put in possession o f Notium, and Paches returned to M ity- 
lene. N  otium was soon after strengthened by a colony of Athenians ; 
the antient constitution was superseded by the Athenian law, and the, 
town was made an immediate appendage o f  Attica.

The measure which followed, on the return of. Paches to Mitylene, 
seems to have been as little consistent with his plighted .faith as his 
treatment o f the unfortunate Hippias. A ll those Mitylenaeans remain
ing in the city who had been active in the revolt, that is, all the 
aristocratical party, were apprehended; and, together with those who 
had been lodged in Tenedos, were sent to Athens. The Lacedgemonian 
Salsethus, who had been discovered in concealment during the absence 
of Paches, was sent prisoner with them. This meUsure seems to have 
been hastened that another might safely follow, which Avas probably 
required by the Athenian government, and which the state o f its 
finances would make necessary; the greater part o f the forces were 
sent home: with the rest the general remained to administer the 
affairs o f the iland.

i« i

S E  C  T  I  O  N  I V .

State o f  the Athenian Government after the JDeath o f  Pericles. 
N icia s: Cleon. Inhuman Decree against the Mitylenaeans: Death  
o f  Paches. Plateea taken.

The supreme direction o f .the, Athenian affairs had now passed into 
very different hands from those Avhose extraordinary abilities had raised 
the commonwealth to its present power. After the abolition o f royalty, 
and even after the establishment o f the-constitution o f  Solon, which 
reduced the aristocracy, Avhile democratical sway was gradually ad
vancing, illustrious birth had still been greatly considered among the 

V oL . II . R  Athenian
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Athenian people, and was almost necessary for rising to high political 
situations. For, little as the Athenians were willing to allow superiority 
o f rank, superiority o f  political situation was indispensably to  be given 
to some; and they submitted to it less impatiently in families which 
they, had been accustomed for ages to respect, than in new mem yester
day their equals or inferiors. Themistocles and Aristeides seem to 
have been the first whom the most extraordinary advantages o f  ability 
and character could raise, from even middle rank, to that eminence 
which inabled them to take a decisive lead in public affairs. After 
them, in Cimon, and again in Pericles, superior talents met with illus
trious birth. But even the constitution o f  Solon had contributed to 
transfer to riches, that respect which was formerly paid to high ancestry. 
Other circumstances afterward assisted to  give immoderate influence 
to the possession o f wealth. The great Cimon set the injurious example, 
tho probably not the first example, o f bribing the people from his pri
vate purse. The great Pericles set the still more ruinous example o f 
bribing the people from the public treasure. After" his death no man 
was found capable o f wielding a democracy as he had wielded it;  com
manding, with little interruption, for. fifteen years, a people, every 
individual o f whom claimed equality with himself, as i f  he had, by the 
most undisputed claim, been their legal sovereini But a constant 
succession* o f men possessing superior abilities, with disposition and 
constitution to  exert them in public business, is not to be expected 
among the small numbers who compose the highest rank in any state. 
Nicjas son o f Niceratus, to whom the principal families, and sober men 
in general, now looked as the fittest person to lead the councils o f  the 
commonwealth, was a man o f high merit, but unfortunately not, like 
the great men who had preceded hkn, born for the peculiar circum 
stances of the situation for which he was wanted. His abilities, poli
tical and military, were considerable-. Integrity, piety, genero.sily, a 
pleasant complying temper, and an elegant taste, were conspicuous in 
him. Decidedly adverse to democratical power, he was nevertheless 

, so clear a friend to public welfare, so ready and so judicious in the 
employment o f his large fortune in gratifications for the rhultitude, so 
humane and liberal in relieving the distressed and prom oting the

■ advantages
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advantages o f individuals, .that he was in no small degree a favorite o f  
the people. But he v''as bashful and diffident i o f clear courage in thd 
field, in the assembly o f the people he was a coward ; while a reserve, 
the effect o f  bashfulness, injured him as i f  it had been the effect o f 
pride. I t  was said of him, that his generosity was a revenue to the 
deserving, and his fearfulness to.the undeserving. -Under a better 
government, his character might have been splendid; but his diffidence 
and want o f  firmness, amid the civil turbulence in which it was his fate 
to live, gave li  sometimes the appearance even o f weakness*.

In opposition to Nicias stood a man such as never before was known 
to sway the Athenian assembly. Cleon seems to have been as remark
ably born for the depression o f  Athens as Miltiades, Themistocles,
Aristeides, Cimon, and Pericles for its exaltation. Bred among the 
lowest o f the people, the son o f a tanner, and said himself to have exer
cised that trade, he was the opposite of-N icias in Character as in 
political interest. O f extraordinary impudence and little courage,' 
slack in the field but forward and noisy in the assembly, corrupt in 
practice as in principle, but boastful o f integrity, and supported by a 
coarse but ready eloquence, he had gained such consideration, by 
flattering the lower people, and railing at the higher, that he stood in 
the situation of head o f a party.’ .

Such was the state o f things, when the unhappy Mitylen^ans sur- B. C. 427. 
rendered their lives and fortunes to the pleasure o f the Athenian people.'
On the arrival o f the prisoners, the Lacedaemonian Salaethus was ordered,' Thucyd. 1. s. 
by the assembled people, for immediate execution. To obtain a respite 
he made large offers, and, among other things, undertook to procure' 
the raising of the siege o f Platasa; but he was not heard. The assembly 
then deliberated concerning the punishment to be inflicted upon the 
Mitylenaeans; and sentiments o f  anger, inflamed by the boisterous 
eloquence o f Cleon, prevailing, the inhuman decree passed for putting

c. 36.

* Plato certainly esteemed Nicias an able 
statesman and general. See the dialogue 
Laches, throughout, but particularly p. 198. 
V . 2. ed. Serran. Plutarch is large upon his 
defects.

® ‘ Xerxes himself did not suffer morie by 
‘ the flattery of liis courtiers than the Athe-, 
* 'nians by that of their drators.’ Lord 
Lyttelton’s dialogue of Perklesf and Co^mo' 
de’ Medici. >
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H I S T O R Y  OF GREECE.  Chap. XV.
every man to death, and reducing the women and children o f all ranks 
to slavery; Such was the right which the Athenian people claimed 
over Greeks whom they called allies, and'who had every pretension so 
to consider themselves; and such the punishment for renouncing that 
alliance, to' connect themselves with other Greeks. The assembly was 
no sooner dismissed than a trireme was dispatched, with orders-for 
Paches to carry the decree into immediate execution.

But the Athenians were not universally o f a temper to sleep upon 
such a deed without remorse. The very next-m orning extensive 
repentance became evident; and many o f the principal men joined the 
Mitylensean deputies, in pressing the summoning o f a second assembly, 
for the purpose o f reconsidering the decree; and they prevailed. The 
people were hastily called together, and various opinions were delivered. 
The mild Nicias was a weak opponent to the insolent Cleon, who 
harangued with vehemence in support o f  the measure already taken.
‘ W hat folly,’ he said, ‘ to rescind, on one day, what had been, on due 
‘ deliberation, resolved but pn the preceding ! W ithout more stability 
‘ in measures, there was an end o f government. W ith regard to the 
‘ purport o f the decree complained of, example was become absolutely
* necessary; and a more just example than the Mitylenseans never
* could be found. They had always been treated by Athens, not only
* with justice but with kindness, not only without offence but with
* cautious respect. And as nothing could be more unprovoked than
* the revolt, so nothing could be less defended upon any plea o f  neces- 
' sity. The Mitylenseans could not be compelled, to the part they had
* taken; being ilanders, attack could hardly reach them'; possessing
* ships and fortifications, they could have repelled it. In joyin g then 
 ̂ these advantages, they had before their eyes the exampld o f  others,

‘ whoy having revolted against Athens, had been punished b y depriva- 
' tion o f their marine, demolition o f their fortifications, and reduction 
‘ under a strict subjection. Nevertheless, unsatisfied with possessed 
‘ felicity, undeterred,, by obvious example,, they not barely renounced

their political connection, but- they united themselves w ith those 
' whose professed' purpose was the destruction o f Athens. Such being 
' the case, it would be weakness to let sentiments o f  m ercy p revail; '

‘ and
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* and it would he folly, even to delay that decision which Avisdom
* required, but Avhich, i f  the present anger o f the people cooled, they 
‘ would want resolution to make/ These were the principal arguments 
in support o f  the inhum9,n sentence. But Cleon would inforce argu
ment by menaces; and knowing that he could not use a more effectual 
weapon against the timid Nicias, impudently imputing corrupt motives 
to any who should dare to oppose him, he threatened criminal prosecu
tion before that wild judicature the assembled people.

The assertbr of the cause o f humanity, upon this occasion, was 
Diodotus son of Eucrates. He roust have deserved to be better known, 
but upon this occasion only we find him mentioned in history In. 
the debate o f the preceding day he had been the principal opponent o f 
Cleon; and he now again came forward with firmness, with zeal, and ThucycUI.3# 
at the same time with prudence, to plead a cause which, he insisted, was 
not more that o f humanity than of political wisdom. Such was the. 
ferment o f  men’s minds, and so much passion entered into the decision , 
o f political questions at Athens, that he would not venture to attribute c. 42—  
injustice to the decree; he would not venture to affirm that the Athe«-' 
nians might not, in strict right, condemn the whole Mitylenasan people 
to  death; but he desired them to consider, ‘ that the lower M ityle—
‘ naeans had no sooner had the power, in consequence o f having arras<
‘ put into their hands, than they compelled the aristocratical party to-
* treat with the Athenian general. Setting aside however the question,
* o f right and justice, he would consider the matter at issue upon the 
‘ point o f  expediency only. , The terror o f capital punishment, it was 
‘ notorious, did not prevent the commission o f crimes: it was the
* business therefore o f a wise policy, by attentive precaution, to pre- 
‘ vent revolt, and not to inhance evils, to which negligence or misrule 
‘ might give occasion,-by making the situation o f those ingaged ity 
‘ revolt completely desperat ei t  was the business o f a wise policy to.
‘ draw profit from conquest, and not to convert a city, capable o f paying 
‘ large tribute, into aheap o f ruin^ and a cultivated CQuntry to a desert.i.

A brother of Nicia? was named Eu
crates, (Lys. or. pro; fil. Eucr.) and the 
manner'in which family-names were usually 
distributed among the Greeks, would favor

the supposition that the father of Diodotus* 
may have been brother of Niceratus, tho. 
father of Nicias,

• ‘ The:
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‘ The lower people, he observed, even in the subject-states, were in 
‘ general attached to Athens. Even were it just, therefore, nothing 
‘ could be more impolitic than, by an act o f extreme severity, to alie- 
‘ nate, in every subject-state, that party which alone was, or ever 
‘ would be, well-disposed to them.’ He'concluded with recommend
ing, ‘ that those who had been selected by Paches as most involved in 
‘ the guilt o f revolt, should be, not condemned in haste and in anger,
* but judged a t leisure with dispassionate deliberation, and that the rest
* o f  the Mityleneean people should have a free pardon.’
• The speeches being concluded, the question was put, and Diodotus 

prevailed; but the influence o f Cleon was such that he prevailed but 
by a very small majority. It was, after all, very much feared .that 
notice o f  the second decree could not be conveyed to M itylene’in time 
to prevent the execution o f the first; orders for which had been for
warded near twenty-four hours. A  trireme was in all haste dispatched, 
with no small promises to the crew for arriving in time. They rowed 
incessantly, refreshing themselves with a preparation o f  meal, wine, 
and oil, which they could take without quitting their labor, and sleeping 
by reliefs. Fortunately no adverse wdnd impeded; and the trireme 
M'ith the first decree, going on an odious errand, did not press its way. 
I t  arrived however first; the general had opened the dispatches, and 
was taking measures for executing the horrid order, when the second 
trireme arrived with the happy countermand.

The case o f  those whom Paches had sent to Athens, as principal 
actors in the revolt, seems to have been hopeless, since Diodotus hirn-̂ - 
selfbad not ventured to olfer a word in their favor, farther than to 
claim for them a dispassionate trial. They ŵ ere more than a thousand, 
and all rvere put to death. N or were those saved from the executioner 
treated with the generosity which Diodotus recommended. A ll the 
ships of war o f the Mitylensean commonwealth were confiscated to the 
use o f the Athenian people; the fortifications o f the city  were demo
lished, and the-lajids were-disposed o f in a manner which appears to 
have been new. According to the genius o f democracy, it was calcu
lated rather for private emolument than public advantage,, being either 
required by the soverehi people, as an indulgence which they wished

11 and
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and could command, or proposed by some leading men- as a bribe to 
obtain popular favor. The whole iland of Lesbos, except the territory 
o f  Methymne, was divided into three thousand portions. Three hundred 
o f these were dedicated to the god s; for it was supposed the deity 
might be thus bribed, not only to  pardon, but even to favor the most 
atrocious inhumanity. The remainder was divided by lot among the 
Athenian citizens, who were however not to have possession o f the 
lands; that was to remain-with the Lesbians, who, for each portion, 
were to pay a yearly rent, in the nature o f our quitrents, o f two mines, 
nearly eight guineas. A  territory belonging to the Lesbians, on the 
neigboring continent, was disposed o f in the same manner. Both the 
insular and the -continental territory were reduced under complete and 
immediate subjection to the sovereinty of. the Athenian people. But 
the gratification o f  individuals only was provided for, the public trea
sury derived nothing from the arrangement.

A  very remarkable fact, unnoticed by Thucydides, may, on the 
authority o f Plutarch, require mention here. The Conduct o f Paches^ 
throughout his command, appears to have been able, and bis services 
were certainly important. On his return to his country he expected • 
honor and respect, suitable to those services; but he found himself 
called upon to answer a charge of peculation before the assembled 
people. The orators who conducted the accusation were virulent: 
their harangues had evident effect upon the multitude; and the indig
nation o f Paches, perhaps less an orator than a Soldier, was so raised 
that, in presence o f the assemblyj he stabbed himself to the heart.

After proceeding thus far in Grecian history, we become so famili-: 
arized with instances o f slaughter committed in cold blood, generally 
not without at least a claim o f  sanction from lawful authority, and a  
pretence to the execution of justice, that the horror lessens, and we are 
prepared for the tragedy which closed the siege o f  Plataea. We find 
Thucydides so often giving due measure o f  censure to his fellow- 
countrymen, that it seems reasonable to suppose they would not have 
escaped his animadversion for neglecting all endevor to succour the 
brave little garrison o f that place, had there been any prospect of suc
cess, from any attempt within their power. We may conceive, indeed,

. that.
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that the pestilence first, and then the revolt o f Lesbos, would greatly 
weaken their means; not only reducing their ability for exertion, but 
making all risk doubly dangerous. The besieging army however alone 
would scarcely detep them; but the force o f Boeotia was at hand, 
equally to support the besieging'army, or to take advantage o f  the 
absence o f the Athenian forces from Attica, and to intercept their 
-return; and the loss o f a battle, in the critical circumstances of that 
time, might have indangered all the dependencies o f Athens, and even 
Athens itself.

Such being the inability o f the Athenians to relieve Platsea, in the 
course o f the summer, the third o f the siege, the garrison began to be 
severely pressed by famine. The first proposal for a capitulation was 
nevertheless made by the, Lacedaemonian general, in pursuance of 
instructions, the result o f an illiberal and even treacherous policy, 
which we should deem more unworthy o f Sparta, were there fewer 
instances o f it upon recoyd to her shame. The success o f  the Pelo
ponnesians in the war, not having been so great and so rapid as they 
had promised themselves, 'it was foreseen that, to restore places taken 
on both sides, might probably become a necessary condition o f any 
peace. But it was an object with the Lacedsemonian government, in 
compliment to Thebes, not to restore Plat^a. As soon therefore as it 
was known that the garrison M'̂ ere in extremity o f want, the general 
sent a herald with the proposal, ‘ that i f  they would voluntarily submit 
‘ themselves to the Lacedasmonians, and take them for their judges, 
‘ the guilty only should be punished, and none without trial.’ The 
PlaJtosans, utterly unable to struggle for better terms, acceded to these, 
and surrendered their town and themselves to the Lacedaemonians.

Commissioners shortly arrived from Sparta, authorized to pronounce 
the doom o f the unfortunate garrison,' which seems to have been already 
determined; for the mode o f  trial promised nothing equitable. N o 
accusation was preferred, but the simple question was put to  the Pla- 
tasans, ‘ Whether, in the existing war, they had done any service to 
‘ the Lacedsemonians or their allies.?’ Startled at such a proceeding, the 
Platieans requested that they might be pennitted to speak more largely 
for themselves than meerly to answer that question. This being not

denied.
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denied, Astyinachus and. Lacon, the latter connected by hospitality 
with Sparta, were appointed to speak for the whole body. After urging 
their confidence in the justice o f the Lacedaeinonians, and the expec
tation o f a different kind of trial, which had induced them to surrender 
themselves, they pleaded the acknowleged merit o f their commonwealth 
with Lacedremon and with all Greece in the Persian wars; and they 
mentioned their service to Sparta in particular in the Helot rebellion.
They stated the refusal o f  the Lacedajmonians to undertake the pro
tection o f their commonw’ealth against the oppression of Thebes, which 
above ninety years before had given origin to their alliance with 
Athens : and they expatiated on the extreme hardship o f their case, if  
they were to be punished for fidelity to that alliance, which they CQuld 
not have deserted without -the basest ingratitude and the foulest dis
honor. They expostulated on the proposed desolation o f those temples, 
where thanksgiving had been offered to the gods, for blessing Greece 
with liberty, through the glorious success obtained against the Persians, 
and on the a,bolition, which, from the destruction o f their common
wealth, would insue to those solemn rites then appointed, by the grateful 
voice o f Greece united, to be performed by the Plattean people. Finally,- 
adjuring the Lacedasmonians by the sepulchers o f  their ancestors, to 
which the Platseans paid annual honors, they deprecated, beyond all 
things, being delivered to their inveterate enemies the Thebans, whose 
msidious attempts against them, they.said, after having successfully 
resisted, they had justly punished; and they required rather to be 
restored to the possession o f their town, to which, by the terms of the 
capitulation, they were equitably intitled, there to have the choice o f  
their mode of perishing: but on the mercy o f the Lacedasmonians they 
would willingly throw themselves. .

The Thebans,  ̂Avith exasperation, not abated by time, but rather 
increased by the difficulties they had undergone in obtaining iheans to 
revenge their friends and relations, murdered, according to their senti
ment, by the Platseans, undertook to reply. They began with asserting Tlmcjd. 1.3. 
their claini to sovereinty over Platasa, derived from their ancestors, * '
founders o f all the municipal governments' o f Boeotia, when they con
quered the country.. They would allow no merit to  the Platasans fbr
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their exertions iu the Persian, war;  to which they were led, it was 
insisted, not by any inlarged spirit o f  patriotism, not by any liberal 
regard for the common causexof Grecian freedom, but meerly by an 
attachment to Athens, founded on the separate interest, not even o f  

Thucyd, 1.3. their city, but only o f a faction in their c ity .. N o connection with 
c. 63. Athens however could excuse their defection from the general confe

deracy o f the Greek nation, under the presidency.of Lacedremon, o f 
w h ich  Athens itself had been a member. On the contrary, i f  it was 
dishonorable to betray any ingageinent, into M’hich tliey had unguard
edly entered with Athens, much more dishonorable and more criminal 
was it to betray the common cause o f Greece, by supporting the Athe
nians in their endevors to subdue the whole nation, against the Lace- 
dremonians and their allies, whose only purpose was to protect its 

54̂  liberties. Thus, among others, the ALginetans, whose commonwealth 
had been a member o f  the general confederacy, were already reduced 
to a state o f  subjection: and yet, notwithstanding these offences, 

' liberal offers had been made to the Platreans before the siege, and had 
been rejected.

c. 63. * W ith regard then,’ continued the Theban orator, ‘ to the attempt
‘ to surprize your city during au existing truce, which is so vehemently 
‘ objected to us, had it been a measure of our own, or had we come 
‘ hostilely against you, ravaged jmur lauds and attacked your persons, 
‘ you might indeed, reasonably, have accused us. But the leaders in 
‘ that business were the best o f your own citizens: they invited u s;
* they opened your gates to us; under their authority, who had the 
‘ best title to authority among you, we acted: nothing hostile Avas 
.‘ done, nothing intended; but the sole purpose was the salutary one o f
* withdrawing you from a forein connection, and reuniting yon to the

c. 66. ‘ body o f the Boeotian people. Nevertheless the death o f those o f our
* fellowcitizens who fell in arms, Ave are Avilling to pass OA’̂ er; but for 
‘ the assassination o f those others, Avbo submitted themselves to your 
‘ mercy, Avhom in the moment you spared, and for whose safety you

t. 68. * pledged yourselves to us, how can it be excused.? Shall then, Lace-’
‘ daemonians, their lamentations and prayers for mercy avail them.?
* The fathers o f  tliose gallant youths, who have been thus murderedj,

* Avere
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‘ were the very men who, by their deeds im thc field 'o f  Coroneia,
‘■ rescued Eoeotia from the A ttic  yoke, and restored it to the Grecian 
‘ confederacy. Some<«f them fell there; some, now in old age, living 

to bewail the treacherous massacre o f their sons and the^orbitude o f  
‘ their families, are with far better plea your- suppliants for revenge. 
‘ .W e therefore demand o f you, Lacedaemonians, in the punishment o f 
‘ these men, that justice to which the laws and customs of Greece; so 
‘ nefariously violated by them, intitle us,’

Thucydides, cautious almost to extreme of offending against that 
impartiality so valuable and so uncommon in a cotemporary historian, ' 
avoids declaring any sentiment'as his own upon this extraordinary 
•transaction ; the more important to be related in some detail, bk;ause 
it  was afterward but too much drawn into precedent, and because^the 
circumstances, and the speeches commenting upon them, tend much to 
explain both the nature of the Grecian confederacy, and the ide'as, 
prevailing at the time, concerning the laws o f nature and of nations.
I t  is not indeed likely that the speeches made upon the occasion would 
come very exactly reported even to Thucydides. In what that histo
rian therefore has given us for those speeches, as w.ell as in what he 
attributes to the Lacedsemonian commissioners as- the ground of their 
proceeding, he seems ratlrer to have stated the arguments publicly 
circulated by the friends o f the several parties.' I t  appears to have been 
very generally held among the Greeks of,,that age, that men were 
bound by no duties to each other without some express compact. The 
property o f  foreiners might be anyHdiere seized, and themselves reduced 
to slavery, or even put to death, Avithout the breach o fan y  human la w ; 
and not only without the breach o f any divine larv, but prayers were 
addressed to the gods for favor and assistance in the cominission o f 
such, violences. Tliose connected with them by political or'social: 
compact the Greeks described by .a term peculiar to themselves, 
ENSPONDi ; meaning, originally, persons with whom they had poured 
wine to the gods, or witli rvhom they had made a compact, .sanctified 
b y the ceremony of pouring Avine to the god s: those who Ŵ ere bound 
to them by no compact,- or avIio had forfeited their claim to the benefit 
o f  a compact once existing, they dalled e cspo n d i, out o f compact, or

s 2 .outlayrs.
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outlaws. The, Lacediemohiaii commissioners, upon the present occa
sion, determined that the P-Iatfsan people, in consequence o f theii' 
renuntiation o f the Lacedceraonian confederacy,«and of their refusal o f 
Equitable terms offered them immediately before the siege, were 
ecspondi; and not only so, but they were ecspondi who had treated' 
the Lacedaemonians and their allies injuriously. ■ It rvas therefore' 
resolved that the sentence ..should- rest upon the answer that could be' 
given, and supported, to the simple question first proposed. A ccordin gly  
the PlatEeans were again called upon, one by one, to say, ‘ Whether in 
‘ the present war they had done any service -to the Lacedaemonians or 

their allies .?• AH answering in the negative, they were severally led 
aside and immediate!}' put to death, to the number o f n ot fewer than 
two hundred Plat^ans, and twenty-five Athenians ; to whom, probably 
this severity was extended with the less hesitation, in consequence o f 
the late , execution o f the Spartan, Salsethus, at Athens. The women 
were condemned to slavery ; the town and territory were given to the 
•Thebans. A  few Plateau refugees o f the aristocratical .party, together 
with some Megarians, whom faction had also driven from their own 
city, werh permitted to inhabit Platea during one year. Afterward, 
the lands were confiscated to the public use o f the Theban state, and 
let to Theban citizens on leases for ten .years; the town was levelled 
w'ith the ground, the temples however being carefully preservedand,  
adjoining to the temple o f Juno, an inn two hundred feet square, some
thing like the modern caravanserais o f  the Easq was built with the 
materials. In the spirit o f Grecian piety, with which revenge was 
congenial, and no vice absolutely inconsistent,' furniture for the inn, 
made o f the iron and brass found in the town, was dedicated to J un o ; 
and a new temple, a hundred feet long, was erected to the same 
goddess. Such was the fate o f  P latea  in the ninety-third year from 
its first alliance w ith  Athens. '
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Sedition o f  Corcyra ; Operations o f the Athenian Fleets under Nice* 
stratus and Eurymedon, and o f the Peloponnesian under Alcidas,

F eom ,this stenq pf bloodshed and desolation, such is the tenor o f 
Grecian history, we proceed, to another still more shocking, whence 

.we should willingly avert our eyes, butfor the more than curious infor- 
mation; the vajuable. instruction which, as from a well-imagined tragic 
fable, may be derived from, it.- In. the iland o f Corcyra, since its con
nection with Athens, the democratical had been the prevailing interest.
In the sea-fight with the, Corinthians off Sybota, a number of Corey- ch. 15. s.a, 
rasans of rank had, as we have seen, been made prisoners; and it became ^Ghi&Hist. 
immediately the policy of the Corinthian government to conciliate 
these, in the hope, through them, to bring over Corcyra to the Pelo
ponnesian confederacy, Avhich would o f course restore some portion at 
least o f the antient influence and authority o f Corinth in the Hand..
The Corcyrasan nobler readily acceded to the first idea; and possibly a Thucyd. hs; 
less reward than the change from a dungeon,' with daily fear of death, ô. 
to liberty,, affluence, and power, might have induced them to accede In' 
the second; for to be masters o f  tbeir iland, under the sovereinty o f 
Corinth, was likely to be for them far preferable to living under the 
rod-of democratical rule in the hands o f their fellowcitizens. They- 
were however set at liberty. I t  was given out that they w-ere bound b y  
sufficient pledges to pay a- large sum for their ransom, but the real, 
ransom, appeared in the^sequel. E y a y  CorcyrEcan was canvassed sepa
rately for his support, in dhe- general, assembly, to a question fo r  
renouncing the Athenian alliance, and renewing the antient connection 
o f Corcyra with Corinth its. mo-tber-cityi Success in this intrigue was 
various;-but party soon became warm,..and the whole iland was in 
commotion.. The democratical leaders, in .alarm,: sent information to 
Athens, and the .Athenian .government dispatched ministers to watch 

-over the interests-of tlie common wealth'ih'.'Qorcyra. ' It. happened that
ministers
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ininisters from Corinth arrived nearly ahthe same time. An assembly 
o f  the Corcyrtean people was held in presence o f both ; the question 
concerning the alliance was discussed ; and the Corinthians so far pre
vailed, that, tho it was resolved to  maintain the alliance with Athens, it 
was nevertheless resolved to maintain peace with Peloponnesus.

How far it might have been possible for the aristocraticai party to 
stop there, and preserve quiet, we have not means to judge; but that 
no discreet zeal directed their following measures amply appears. A  

• prosecution was commenced against Peithias, oliief o f the democratical 
party, the most powerful individual o f the iland, warm in the Athenian 
interest, and a public guest o f the Athenian common wealth. The vagne 
accusation urged against him was, ‘ that he had subjected, or endevored 
‘ to subject his country td Athens.’ The aristocraticai party had so 

i ll  considered their strength, or so ill concerted their measures, that he 
was acquitted. It was then perhaps necessary for him to  ruin those 
who would ruin hi m; and the interest which had inabled him to repel 
the attack, would be likely to give him means o f revenge. He accused, 
five o f the wealthiest o f the aristocraticai party o f cutting stakes in the 
sacred -groves o f Jupiter and Alcinous. Superstition furnished the. 
crime, and party-spirit would decide upon the fa c t  W e have difficulty 
indeed to imagine an iitducement for men df wealth and rank to risk 
the penalty, uffileh was a stater, about a guinea, for every stake. The 
five were all condemned id fines, to an amount that would reduce them 
to indigence. Immediate payment or imprisonment were the alter
native, to be avoided only by flight, if  indeed that were now practicable,' 
or by taking refuge at the altars. They chose the latter expedient, 
hoping that their friends might yet obtain for them a m itigation o f the 
penalty.. The interest o f Peithias however prevented ; and, more 
master in the supreme council in consequence o f the absence o f the 
five, he procured a resolution for proposing to the people an alliance 
offensive as well as defensive with Athens. The ■ suppliants, lookin g 
upon their ruin and that o f  their party as complete i f  this should be 
cariiedj.in the rage o f despair, quitted the altars, collected some o f their 
adherents, armed themselves with daggers, and rushing into the 
council-hall, killed Peithias, with others, some counsellors, some private

persoais,
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persons, to the number o f .sixty. Those counsellors o f the detriocra- 
tical party, who avoided the" massacre, fled for refuge to the Athenian 
trireme, which lay in the harbour.

The five were no sooner thus masters of the council than they sum- Thucyd. 1.3*
0 . 7 1

moned an assembly of the people, acknowleged what they had done,, 
and claimed merit from it, as what alone could save the commonwealth 
from subjection to Athens; and then immediately proposed a decree 
for maintaining'a strict neutrality; for refusing’ to  admit mote than one 
ship o f war at a time belonging ter either of the belligerent powers, and 
for declaring any attempt to introduce more into any port o f Corcyra 
an act o f hostility. Their own influence was extensive, their opponents 
were intimidated ai\d without a head, the decree, moderate in its pur
poses, was well calculated to gain in the instant the approbation o f all 
who were not violent in party, and it was carried. Ministers were then 
dispatched to Athens to apologize,, as far as might be, to the Athenian 
government for what had passed, as a measure, without forethought>. 
produced by the crisis of tl)e moment, and to effect a reconciliation, i f  
possible, M'ith the Gorcyrseans who had fled thither  ̂ in apprehension of the 
efficacy o f their endevors otherwise to ingage the Athenians to interfere.
Instead however o f being received, at Athens, as deputed by due autho*- 
rity, they were apprehended as rebels, and sent in custody tbiEgina.

Meanwhile the aristocratical party in Corcyra were far from being 
decidedly masters o f the government. Incouraged by the arrival o f  
a Corinthian ship, with ministers from Lacedaamon, they attacked,, and 
in the moment overpowered their opponents; M'ho however not only held 
the citadel, but maintained themselves in some o f the higher parts o f  
the towui Collecting then their strength, they took possession o f one 
o f the,ports of the city, called the Hyllaic. The aristocratical party 
held the agora and the principal port. 'N e x t day both sent detach-- c. 73*. 
ments into the country, to invite the peasant-slaves to their assistance,' 
with promises of; freedom. In . this the democratical party had the 
greater success. The nobles on the other hand obtained eiaht hundred 
Epirot auxiliaries from the continerrt In the course o f the day light 
skirmishes passed M’ith missile weapons.

O a
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O q the next day but one matters were brought to a crisis. System 
was now in some degree restored in the conduct o f the affairs o f the 
democratical party; and leaders were become settled in command and 
influence, in the room of those, who had been assas.sinated: they were 
superior in numbers, and, within the city, they possessed the more com
manding situations. With these advantages, issuing from their quarters 
they attacked their opponents; and, such was the effect o f party-spirit, 
the womeif took a zealous part in the action, throwing bricks and tiles 
from the house-tops, and supporting-the tumult o f battle, says Thucy
dides, Atith a resolution beyond their nature. Late in the evening the 
aristocratical party were compelled to yield ; and fearing that their 
opponents, pressing upon them in their retreat, niight become masters 
o f  the naval arsenal, and the port, their last refuge, they set fire to all 
the buildings about the agora, sparing neither their own houses (for 
there the principal men mostly had their residence) nor those o f  others; 
so that, beside dwelling.s,many warehouses full o f valuable merchandize 
were consumed ; and had aiiy wind blowm toward the city, the whole 
would have been destroyed. . The conflagration effectually checked 
pursuit, and prevented*that immediate destruction w hich the ai istocra- 
ticaT party had apprehended ; but their affairs nevertheless suffered 
from the defection o f  their friends. In the night not only the greater 
jiart 'of the.Epirot auxiliaries made their escape to the continent, but 
the commander o f the Corinthian trireme consulted his safety by sailing 
away.

A t  the beginning o f  this civil war, the democratical party had sent 
intelligence to Naupactus, where Nicpstratus son o f Deitrephes com
manded the Athenian squadron. On the next day after the departure 
o f  theEpirot troops and the Corinthian ship, Nicostratus arrived in 

. the harbour o f  Corcyra with twelv^e triremes and five hundred heavy
armed Messenians. H is purpose o f course was to support the demo
cratical, vdiich was the Athenian party; but in theqnesent circum 
stances, his arrival perhaps gave greater jo y  to the defeated nobles, 
who dreaded nothing so much as the unrestrained revenge o f their 
fellowcitizens. N or did he deceive their expectation: proposing a 
. It treaty,
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treaty, he succeeded in mediating an agreement, by which it was 
determined that ten only, who were named as the most guilty o f the 

‘ nobles, should be brought to trial, and that the rest should retain all 
their .rights as citizens,, under a  dentocratical goyemment. He prO'̂  
vided then that even tlie selected ten should have opportunity to 
escape; and thus a sedition, begun with the most outrageous violence, 
-was composed in a manner little heard, o f  in Grecian annals, totally 
without bloodshed.' The proposal for a league offensive and defensive 
with Athens was carried, as in the present circumstances might be - 
expected, without opposition.

Nicostratus .would then have returned with his whole Squadron to 
Naupactus; but, the more completely to insure the continuance o f  
quiet so happily restored, the democratical leaders requested that he 
would leave five o f  his ships; undertaking to supply him with'as many 
o f their own, completely m^anned. The magistrates, whose office it 
was to appoint citizens for this service, thought to gain farther security 
against fresh commotion by sferccting many o f the aristocratical party. 
IJnfortunately a suspicion arose among these, that the pretence o f  
service was only a feint; that the purpose was to send them to Athens j 
wliere, from the soverein people, they expected. no favorable measure. 
Under this persuasion they betook themselves, as suppliants, to the 
temple o f  Castor and Pollux, which no assurances from Nicostratus 
could persuade them to quit. This extreme, and apparently weak, 
mistrust excited suspicion among the democratical party. Arming 
themselves, they broke into the houses of the nobles to seize their 
arms; and they would have proceeded to bloodshed, i f  Nicostratus 
liad not prevented. Tire alarm o f the aristocratical party then 
became universal, and four hundred took sanctuary in the temple 
o f  Juno. A ll the labors o f  Nicostratus t o ‘ restore peace and h a r-■ 
mony’ were thus fmstrated; for mutual jealousy prevented the pos
sibility o f accommodation. While the suppliants of Juno feared 
assassination should they quit their sanctuary, and starving i f  they 
remained, their opponents were apprehensive o f some^ sudden blow 
meditated by them. To prevent this, therefore, they proposed to 
remove them to a small Hand not far. from (he . shore, near which the 
temple stood, promising not only safety, but regular supplies o f pro-

VoL. IL  . visions.

157

    
 



13S H I S T O R r  O F - G R E E C E . Ch ap. X V .

Thueyd. I. 3. 
c. 76.

c< 69.

‘'.77.

e . 7 8 .

79.

visions. Tlie, utter inability o f the suppliants in any way to help 
themselves, induced them to consent. The same confidence earlier 
given to the oaths' o f their adversaries, and to the faith o f the generous 
Nicostratus, might have prevented the miseries that followed.

In this state things had rested four or five days, when a Peloponne
sian fleet o f fifty-three ships o f war appeared in sight. It was com
manded by Alcidas, M’ho, on arriving at Cyllene, with the fleet intended 
for the relief o f Lesbos, had found orders to go immediately to Cor- 
eyra, with thirteen additional ships, taking Brasidas for his collegue in 
command. Consternation and tumult immediately spred through the 
town, the party- now triumphant scarcely knowing whether most to 
dread the Peloponnesian armament or their own felloAvcitizens. They 
however obeyed Nicostratus, who, with his little squadron, quitting the 
port to meet the Pelaponpesian fleet, directed the Corcyrteans, to sup
port him as they could 'get their triremes ready.' Sixty were imme
diately launched ; but they were manned with so little selection, that 

' as they advanced, scattered, toward the enemy, two deserted ; and, in 
some others, the crews went to blows among themselves. . The Pelo
ponnesians, observing their confusion, detached twenty triremes against 
them, retaining thirty’-five, including the deserters, to oppose the 
Athenian squadron. Nicostratus sho\ved himself not less able in 
military, than prudent and humane in civil command. By superiority 
in evolution, avoiding the enemy’s center, he attacked one wing, and 
sunk a ship. , The Peloponnesians then, as in the ingagement with 
Phoimion oif Rhium, formed in a circlci Nicostratus, as Phormion 
had done, rowed round them. W ith twelve triremes he was thus acting 
with advantage against thirty-five, when the detached squadron, which 
bad obtained more decisive advantage against the Corcyraean fleet, 
returned to support their own. Nicostratus then retreated toward the 

. port, in such order as to inable the distracted Corcyraeans also to reach it 
without farther loss; bat thirteen o f their sbipshad been already taken..

It  was'now evening, and nothing could exeeW. the alarm pnd conr 
fusion in Corejra. An. immediate attack was expected from the 
victorious, fleet, while it was scarcely possible to be secure against the 
domestic foe* Tlie suppliants o f Juno were however, rernoved from the 
iland to their former situation in the temple, more out o f  reach o f the 

l l  ' ’ PeIo|)onnesians,
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Peloponnesrans, and such measured for d êfencc o f the town were taken, 
as, in the tumult o f the moment, were judged proper. But the inability 
o f the Spartan commander-in-chief, and apparently his cou'ardice, 
uncoinmon as'th at defect was in a Spartan, were their best security."
After his naval victory, instead of immediately pushing hi$. success and 
profiting from the consternation of the enemy, he retired With his'prizes 
to the harbour o f Sybota. Even on the next day, the active zeal o f  
Brasidas in.vain exhorted attack upon the city ; Alcidas would .carry 
his exertion no farther than to. debark some troops on tlie headland o f 
Leucimife, and ravage the adjacent fields. The democratical Corey- Thacyd. l.s. 
raeans nevertheless remained in the most anxious suspence. Their 
domestic opponents were indeed completely in their power, but a supe
rior enemy might severely revenge any severity exercised against them.
It was therefore re ĝolved to try, in a conference, to make some arrange
ment for mutual benefit. The body o f the aristocratical party still 
refused alj confidence to their opponents : but some, both o f those 
who had, and o f those who had not, taken refuge in the temples, less 
fearful, consented to serve in the fleet; and thirty trifemes were 
manned with mixed crews, those of the aristocratical. party being 
distributed, so as best to obviate danger from their disaffection.
Alcidas ho\yever attempted no attack: about noon he reimbarked his * 
ravaging troops, and returned to his harbour o f Sybota, where, in the 
evening, he received intelligence, by fire-signals, that a fleet o f sixty 
Athenian ships o f war was approaching. Immediately he got under c. Sf. 
wajr; and hastening his course close under shore, as far as Leucadia,

• would .not double the cape o f that peninsula, but dragged his gallics 
across the isthmus, and so passed undiscovered to Peloponnesus..

N o sooner wefe the Corey rcean people assured o f  the approach <?f the 
Athenian fleet and the flight o f the Peloponne.sian, than every dark 
passion mixed itself with the jo y  which instantly superseded their 
fears; and measures were.deliberately taken for perpetrating one o f 

. the most horrid massacres recorded in history. The Messenians, 
hitherto incamped without, to oppose the forein enemy, were now 
introduced within the walls. The fleet was then directed to pass from 
the town port to the Hyllaxc port. In the way, all o f the aristocratical,

t 2 party
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party among the crews were thrown overboard, and in the same instant 
massacre began in the city. ■ The suppliants only in the temple o f Juno 
remained protected b y that, superstitious dread, which so generally 
possessed tlie Greeks, o f  temporal evil from the vengeance o f the gods 
for affronts to themselves, while no apprehension was entertained for 
the grossest violation o f every moral duty.' The fear o f starving never
theless induced about fifty o f theni, on the persuasion o f  their oppo
nents, to quit their situation and submit to a' trial. T liey  were all 
summarily condemned and instantly executed. Their miserable friends 
in the sanctuary, informed of their fate, yielded to extreme despair: 
some killed oneanother within the tem ple; some hanged themselves on 
the trees of the adjoining sacred gro ve; all, in some way, put a hasty 
end to their wretchedness.

In  the city, and through the iland, the scene of snurder was not so 
quickly plosed. For seven days the democratical party continued 
hunting out their opponents, and massacring wherever they <*ould find 
them. Some had taken sanctuary in the temple of" Bacchus. Super
stitions fear prevented any direct violence there,, but a wall was built 
around the temple, and they were starved to death. N or was difference 
o f political principles and political connections the only criterion o f  
capital offence. Opportunities for private revenge, or private avarice, 
were in many instances used. Debtors cancelled their debts by the 
murder of their creditors; the nearest relations fell by each-other’s 
hands; audaciousness in crime went so far/that some were forced 
from the temples to be murdered-, and some even murdered in them ; 
and every enormityj Says tire historiari, usual in seditions,, was practised, 
and even more. ‘ .

The Athenian admiral, Eurymedonson o f  Thucles, lay in the harbour 
with his powerful fleet, the quiet and apparently approving spectator o f  

Thucyd. J.a. these disgraceful transactions; and not till the democra'tical Corcy- 
rasans had carried revenge to the utmost, sailed away. T h e im
policy o f his conduct seems to have been equal to the inhumanity. 
Nicostratus, interfering as a generous mediator, had put Corcyra 
into a situation to be a valuable ally to Athens. T h e  licence which 
Eurymedon gave, to massacre all who were supposed adverse to the

Athenian

c. 85.
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Athenian interest, had a, very different effect” . About five hundred 
had escaped; some aboard the triremes which had deserted to the 
Peloponnesians, some on other occasions. They took possession o f 
some forts and lands, which had belonged to the Corcyrsean people, on 
the continent opposite to their hand; and thence, wdth all the activity- 
that the spirit o f revenge, the thirst o f plunder, and the desire o f  
recovering their antie^it possessions^ united could excite, they carried' 
on hostilities against Corcyra; seizing ships, making descents on the 
coast, living by depredation, and wasting whatever they could not 
carry off.. After this experience o f the weakness o f their adversaries, 
they determined to attempt' the recovery o f the Hand; and having in  
vain solicited assistance from the Lacedaemonians and Coj’inthians, whp 
would no more risk thedr fleet against the naval force o f Athens, they, 
with a few auxiliaries, who made their whole number only six hundred, 
debarked on Corcyra. The conduct of these imdoubtedl;^ brave, but 
apparently ill-judging men, misled by passion, remarkably supports an 
observation which Strabo, who lived in an age to see and to advert at 
leisure to the consequences, has made upon the conduct and characten 
of his fellowcountrymen. The warmth o f temper, which perpetually 
ingaged their whole souls in party disputes and petty quarrels, disabled 
them for great objects: insomuch that they were continually employing, 
for mutual destruction, abilities andjcourage, whieh, with more political 
unioti, might have inabledthcm to defend their independency forever, 
against Rome, and against the wcndd. The aristocratical Corcyrasans, 
had they directed their views to their establishment on the soil where 
they had found refuge, might probably have raised a powerfuhcity

1 4 1

Thucydides in his manner, of marking 
the different characters and different merits 
of the two Atlieniaii commanders, offers an 
.admirable model for writers of cotemporary 
history. .Without any offensive remark, 
nieerly stating facts in the simplest manner, 
he gives the reader fully to discover which 
deserved the highest praise, and which-dis- 

' graced himself and his country. Nicostra- 
tus, arriving in the very height of the sedi
tion, with only a small force, with which he 
had sdoh to cope with a very superior

enemy, interfered as'.a generous mediator, 
and so efficaciously as to prevent all out
rage. Eurymedon came commanding a  
fleet of sixty ships o f war, a force tlrat de
terred opposition: '  he stayed seven days, 
during which all the enormities were com

mitted, and he went away. This is abso
lutely all that the historian says o f Eury- 
medon: "but that so short a tale, with so 
few circumstances marked, nright not escape • 
the reader’s notice, with a slight variation 
of words, he repeats it.

there.
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there. But passion, to an extraordinary degree, still directed their 
measures. Immediately, on landing in Corcyra, determined to main
tain themselves or die, they burnt those vessels by v'hich they Rad 
hitherto been successful and even powerful. They then occupied and 
fortified mount Istorie, which was certainly a prudent step; and, from 
th at advantageous post, issuing as opportunity offered, they compelled 
their adversaries to confinetiient within their walls, and themselves 
commanded the country. The calamities which followed, being con
nected with Athenian history, will be for notice hereafter.

S E C T I O N  VI.

, *
A n Athenian Squadron sent to Sicily under Laches. E n d  o f  the 

Pestilence at Atfiens. Sixth Year o f  the W ar: Operations o f  the 
Athenians^ under Nicias on the Eastern Side o f  Greece, and under 
IXemosthen.es on the Western : State o f  JEtolia: Defeat o f  Demos- 
thenes hear M gitium : A.Peloponnesian Army sent into the Western 
Provinces; Ozolian Locris acquired to the Peloponnesian Confede
racy: Demosthenes elected General o f  the Acarnanians; Battle  

j f  Olpce ; Battle o f  Idomenie : Important Successes o f  Demosthenes: 
Peace between, the Acarnanians and Ambraciots.

B. C.  427 . 
OJ. 88. 2-.
P. VV. 5. 
'I'hucyd. 1.3. 
c. 8&

, 8f«

T h e  Sicilian Greelcs, mostly well-disposed to the-Peloponnesians, and 
ingaged in-alliance with them, but distracted by a variety o f  political 
interests within their iland", had given no assistance in operation. W ar 
had now broken out among themselves; and toward the end o f  summer^ 
after the return o f Eurymedon from Corcyra, the Athenians sent a 
squadron o f twenty ships, under Laches son o f Melanopus, to assist 
the Leoritines, an Ionian people, against the Syracusans, who were o f 
Dorian race. The consequences’ did not become im mediately very 
important ; and -it may be most convenient to defer all farther account 
o f  Sicilian affairs till the period wlien Sicily became the principal scene 
o f  military operation.

In the beginning of-the i'nsuing winter, the pestilence again broke
ou t .
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out in Athens. . It had never yet intirely ceased, tho after the two first 
years there had been a remission: but in the renewal o f its fury it 
seems to have worn itself out, and we hear of it no morel lu  its whole  ̂
course it carried off not less than four thousand four hundred o f those 
Athenians in the prime of life who were inrolled among the heavy
armed, and three hundred men of the higher rank who served in the 
cavalry. O f  the multitude o f other'persons who perished by it, ho 
means existed for ascertaining.the number. -

A ic h id a m u s  k i n g  o f  S p a r ta  d id  n o t  lo n g  o u tl iv e  th e  frien d  of- h is  

y o u t h ,  w h o m  in o ld  a g e  h e  w a s  d e s tin e d  t o  oppos^e in  a rm s, th e  illu s

t r io u s  c i t iz e n , w h o  w ith  m o re  th a n  r e g a l  s w a y  h a d  d ire c te d  t h e  a ffa irs ' 

o f  th e  A th e n ia n  d e m o c r a c y . P e r ic le s  d ied  a b o u t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  

. th ir d  c a m p a in  o f  th e  Avar. A r c h ir ia m u s  c o m m a n d e d  th e  P e Io p o n n e s‘iai>  

a r m y  Avhich in v a d e d  A t t i c a  in  th e  fo llo w in g  s p r i n g ;  a n d  i t  is th e  l a s t  

o c c a s io n  u p o n  Avhich th e  c o te m p o r a r y  h is to r ia n  m e n tio n s  h im . I n  t h e  

f if th  y e a r  C lc o m e n e s , r e g e n t  f o r  th e  m in o r  k in g  o f  th e  o th e r  r e ig n in g  

f a m ily , h a d  th e  o ffice  o f  g e n e r a l  o f  th e  c o n f e d e r a c y  ; a n d  noAV, in  th e  

s i x t h  s p r in g , th e  c o m m a n d  Avas g iv e n  t o  A g is , s o n  o f  A rch id a m u s^  

T h e  f o r c e s  w e re  asse m b le d  a t  th e  C o r in th ia n  is th m u s  f o r  a p ro p o se d  

in v a s io n  o f  A t t i c a ,  w h e n  t h e  te r ro rs  o f  re p e a te d  e a rth q u a k e s , w h ic h  

a ffe c te d  v a r io u s  p a rts  o f  G r e e c e  w ith  u n c o m m o n  v io le n c e , c h e c k e d  th e  

d e s ig n , a n d  th e  tro o p s  AA r̂e d ism isse d .

A s  t h e  w a r  d rew  o u t  in  le n g th , e\€ty c i r c u m s t a n c e  te n d e d  m o re  a n d  

m o re  t o  j u s t i f y  th e  co u n se ls  w h ich  led  th e  A th e n ia n s  t o ’ in g a g e  jn  i t .  

N o tw ith s ta n d in g  t h a t  c a l a m i t y ,  b e y o n d  h u m a n  p ru d e n c e  to  fo re se e ,  

Avhich h a d  so^ re d u c e d  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  co m m o n A v e a llh ; n otA vith -  

s ta n d in g  th e  loss o f  th o s e  ta le n ts  aa<h ic h  h a d  p re p a re d  its  re s o u rc e s  

d u r in g  p e a ce , a n d  d ire c te d  th e m  d u r in g  th e  tw o  f irs t y e a rs  o f  h o s t i l i ty  ;  

A th e n s  w a s  a d v a n c in g  to w a rd  a  su p e rio rity  w h ic h  p ro m ise d , u n d e r  a b le  

c o n d u c t  in  th e  a d m in is tra tio n j  to  be d e c is iv e . I n d e e d  th e  e n e r g y  o f  

th e  A th e n ia n  g o v e rn m e n t, d ir e c te d  f o r  n e a r  a  c e n t u r y  b y  a  s u c c e s s io n  

o f  m en  o f  u n c o m m o n  a b ilitie s , w as so  p u t  in to  t r a i n ,  t h a t  n o tv v ith -  

s ta n d in g  th e  in fe r io r ity  o f  th e  p re se n t le a d e rs , i t  AA'as s c a r c e ly  p e rc e iv e d  

t o  s la c k e n . D e m o c r a c y , t h o  a  A vretch ed  r e g u la to r ,  is a  pow^erful 

s p r in g . T h e  h ig h e s t  o ffices in  A th e n s  A tere n o w  op en  to  th e  loAvest

people.

• 1 4 3

B. G. 4s6 ,
Ol. 88 f.
P. W. 6.- 
Tbucyd. L.3.; 
(1. 8g. .
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people. Great competition o f course arose; and one. consequence was, 
that men o f rank and education', however unambitious, were forced to 
put themselves forward in public business, that they might avoid being 
trodden upon by their inferiors. Thus Nicias' seems to have been 
rather compelled by circumstances, than induced by his own inclina
tion, to accept the situation in which he was placed. He had succeeded 
PeVides in»the office o f  commander-in-chief. PJutarch says, thaphis 
cautious temper led him always to chuse commands where success 
m ight be certain, tho the glory would be sm all; not from any'defect o f 
personal, but o f political courage; he was less afraid o f the swords of 
enemies than o f the voices of fellowcitizens. After the reduction 
o f Lesbos he had conducted the Athenian forces against a fortified 
ilet; called Minoa, at thp mouth o f the harbour o f Nis®a, the sea-port 

. o f  Megara. It W'as without much difficulty taken, and a garrison was • 
left in it. The purpose was to prevent any future surprize, like that 
lately attempted upon Peirseus, and to Curb more effectually the Mega- 
rian privateers;'which, notwithstanding the lookout from Salamis, 
annoyed the Athenian trade.

In the ‘preisent summer it was determined to send out two expedi
tions. H aving recovered the principal o f  those dependencies in 
Thrace, whose revolt had given rise to the war, having -checked 
defection in Asia by the severe punishment o f the Lesbians, having 
learnt to despise the ravage o f Attica, and, safe within their walls, 
possessing a navy thatoommanded the seas, the Athenians had leisure 

Thucyd. 1.3. and means to prosecute offensive operations. Nicias, with a fleet o f 
sixty triremes, went to the iland o f Melos; wdiose people, a Lacedm- 
monian colony, tho through dread o f the naval force o f Athens they 
had avoided acting with the Peloponnesians, yet rejected the Athenian 
alliance, and refused to pay tribute. It was, expected that the waste o f  
their lands would have brought them to submission; but the. Melians 
shutting themselves within their walls, ufith a declared determination 
not to treat, the tedious business o f  a siege was postponed for another, 
enterprize, Avhich had been conc^ted before the fleet le ft A ttica. 
Passing to Oropus, on the confines o f Eoeotia, Nieias landed his forces 
by riig’ht, and marched immediately to Tanagra, where he was met b y

the

c, 91.
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the whole strength o f Athens,‘under Hipponicus son o f Callias, and 
Eurymeclon son of Thueles, whose conduct at Corcyra, it appears, 
had not displeased the people. his soverein. The day was spent in 
ravaging the Tanag-rjean lands. On the following day, the Tanagrceans, 
reinforced by a small hody o f Thebans, ventured an action, but were 
defeated. Erecting then their trophy, the forces under Hipponicus and 
Euryniedon marched back for Athens, and the others to their ships.
Nicias proceeded with the fleet to the Locrian coast, plundered and 
wasted what was readily within reach, and then he also returned home.
T h e expedition indeed seems to have had no great object. Apparently, 
the principal purpose was to acquire a little popularity to the leaders, 
and obviate clamor against them, by retaliating the evils o f invasion 
on those o f their enemies who were most within reach, and by holding 
out the recompense o f pillage to gratify the vulgar mind. .

The purpose of the other expedition was to support the allies, and Tliucyd. 1.3, 
extend th e  influence of Athens, in the western parts of Greece; a service 
on which a squadron had been employed every summer from, the 
beginning of the war. Phorniion, during his command on that c. 7. 
station, had so iiideared himself to the Acarnanians, that they particu
larly requested his son, or at least some relation, for his successor. A  
petition so honorable to so deserving an officer was not denied. In the 
fourth year of the Avar, Asopius son of Phormion .was appointed to the 
command of a squadron of thirty ships. W ith these he successfully 
ravaged the coast of Laconia, and then, according to his orders, send
ing home the greater part, proceeded Avith tAvelve to his station at 
Naupactus; Anxious, on his arrival there, to shoAv himself Avorthy of  
tlie preference given to a son of Phormion, he seems to have under-., 
taken Avhat his force Avas unequal t o ; and after an unsuccessful attempt 
against QEniadas, he lost his life in an attack upon Leucas. In the 
next year yve find the command; committed to Nicostratus, Avho, Avith 
only tweh^e triremes had distinguished himself so adyantageously iu 
the Corcyrrean sedition, and in action Avith the Pelopoimesian fleet, c. 91. 
'Thiity AA'ere noAV sent to Naupactus, under Demosthenes son of Al- 
cistheiies.

Demosthenes began operations by the surprize o f Ellomenus, a port. c. t)t, ■ 
% ^ o L . n .  .17 , o f ,
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o f the Leucaclian territory, whose garrison he put to the sword; and 
then, collecting’ the allies o f those parts, Acarnauians,. Zacynthians, 
and Cephallenians, in addition to the Naupactian Messenians, who 
were in effect Athenian subjects, and obtaining fifteen triremes'from 
Corcyra, he proceeded against Leucas itself. The Leucadians, unable 
to resist such a force in the field, abandoned their territory to its 
ravages, and confined themselves within their walls. The Acarnanians 
were highl}  ̂ desirous to reduce a city perpetually hostile to' them, and 
situate in a m annerVithin their countiy. But, before the siege could 
be formed, Demosthenes was allured by a more splendid, tho far more 
hazardous project, suggested, by the Naupactian Messenians.

yEtolia Avas a much more formidable foe to Naupactus than 
Leucas to Acarnania. Always numbered among the members of 
the Greek nation, yet even in that age, when science and art were 
approaching meridian splendor in Attica, scarcely, sixty miles from 
their borders, the iEtolians Avere a most rude people. Since the 
Trojan war, barbarism rather than civilization seems to have gained 
among them. They lived scattered in unfortified villages ; they spoke 
a dialect scarcely intelligible to the other Greeks; and one clan of 

. them at least, the Eurytanian, was said to feed on raw flesh: they used 
only light arms; yet their warlike character was high. The Mes
senians urged, that this hostile people might be subdued with the 
force now collected; and then nothing would remain, in that part o f the 
continent, able to oppose the eCnfederate arms. N ot only these argu
ments ingaged the attention o f Demosthenes, but the view which they 
opened led him to form a ynore extensive plan. H aving reduced 
jEtolia, he thought he sho.uld be able, without other Torces than those 
within his command, to penetrate tlirough tlie Ozolian Locris, and, 
keeping the impassable summits o f Parnassus on the right, traverse the 
high lands as far as Cyttniow in Doris; Plence the descent would be 
easy into Pbocis, whose people he hoped, from o f old friendly to Athens, 
would zealously join^him with their forces; for they had been w ith
held from the Athenian confederacy only by their situation, surrounded 
by the allies o f ,the Peloponnesians; and i f  a party adverse to the 
Athenian'interest should-now prevail among them, he could easily 

i ' . - ,  restore.
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restore tlie sitferiority to its friends. Arrived in Phocis, he should 
be on the borders o f Boeotia ; and assisted by the Phocian forces, h e , 
could make such a diversion on the northern or western frontier o f 
that powerful hostile province, that, with due cooperation from Athens, 
and some assistance from a party favoring Meraocracy, whicli was to 
be found in every Grecian state, there was no degree of success against 
tlie enemies o f the commonwealth in the northern parts of Greece, to 
which it might not lead. . . .

In the opinion of Thucydides, i f  we may judge from the manner o f 
a writer so cautious o f declaring an̂  opinion; the enterprize was ably 
projected ; but obstacles occurred, against the projector’s hopes. The 
Acarnanians, disappointed in their own views, and offended at the pre
ference apparently given to the Messenians, refused to join in it. The 
Corcyrmans, who.se government, pressed by a domestic enemy, could 
ill spare any part o f its strength, took the opportunity o f example 
for returning home. The Cephallenians, Zacynthians, and Messenians 
remained ; apparently all together no great force, and the Athenian 
infantry were only' three, hundred ; but the Ozolian Locrians Of 
CEneon, inveterate enem ies.of the iEtoliaiis, were ready to join in any 
attempt against them ; and their' intimate, knowlege o f the country, 
and practice in war with the people, made their assistance particularly 
vahiable. The Messenians mqreoverj who wpre best: acquainted with ■ 
the strength o f iEtoIia, and were likely to be the greatest sufferers from 
a miscarriage o f the undertaking, persevered in recommending i t ; and. 
Demosthenes was unwilling to give up a favorite project, with oppor
tunities which might not recur. It was accordingly determined that 
the siege of Leucas should be postponed, and that'the forces under the 
Athenian general should enter JEtoUa. by the nearest way from CEiieon, 
while the (Eneonians took a circuit to meet him in the interior 
country.

The army o f Demosthenes was so little numerous, that the whole Tlmcyd. 1. s. 
passed a night in the precinct o f the temple o f Neme'ian Jupitm', on the 
borders o f Locris, where, according to report current in the country, 
the poet Hesiod died.- Nevertheless, .no force appearing in the field 
capable o f  opposing hirn; the, three towns o f Poticlanium, Crocylium,

‘ . and

56.
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. and Tichium, were taken in as many* days • and plunder was'collected 
to such an amount as to  influence the decision o f future measures. It 
was sent to Eupolium’ in Locris, while the army remained at Tichiunv

3. As soon as it was safely lodged, pursuing still the advice o f the Messe- 
nians, without waiting for the Locrians, who had not yet joined him> 
Demosthenes proceeded to iEgitium,, ■ which was abandoned on his 
approach, and he took'possession o f the empty town.

4. He was now in a mountainous and woody, country, full o f deflles,. 
with his little army consisting almost wholly o f heavy-armed infantry. 
Meanwhile the AitoHans, who had early gathered his intention from his 
preparations, and who, by the time he passed their frontier, had already 
collected their forces from the most distant parts, arrived in the neigh
borhood, of JEgitium,. Well knowing their advantage, th ey  would 
come to no regular ingagem ent; but occupying the heights around, 
made desultory attacks, upon the allied- army in various parts, running 
down the hills, throwing their darts, retiring whenever the enemy

^advanced, pursuing when they retired, and, both, in pursuit and .in 
retreat, possessing, w ith their light armour, certain advantage, 

Demosthenes had now to regret that he had not waited the arrival, 
o f  his Locrian allies, armed like the iEtolians, and accustomed to 
contend with them iu  their desultory mode o f action. ' As  long as 
the few bowmen o f his army had a supply o f arrows^ whereever they 
could give their assistance, their weapons, o f  longer flight, kept off 
the bnemy, ill armed for defence. But when, at length, all were worn 
with long exertion, and their arrows were nearly spent, their com
mander received a mortal wound, and presently they dispersed, each 
to seek safety as he might. The heavy-armed then, unable to stand 
the darts of the 'ditolians, whom, with their weapons, they could 
n ot reach, had no resource but in. hasty retreat. Pursued by 
active men, practised in running among rocks and mountains, 
many were killed. A, Mess'enian, on whom they bad principally 
depended as their, guide in this wild and rough country, was among 
those who early fell. Some then strayed iuto impassable dells, and,, a 
considerable body entering a pathless wood, the dEtolians set fire to it, 
and all were destroyed. Order was now totally lost, and every form o f  
flight and- o f destruction, says the cotemporary historian, was expe-

- rieneed
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rienced by' the Athenians and their allies. Procles, the second in 
command,' Avas killed, with a hundred arid twerity o f  the three hundred 
heavy-armed Athenians; and o f all the youth of Athens who fell in the 
whole war, continues the historian, those were the prime. O f the allies 
also a large proportion were slain. The survivors, with difficulty reach
ing the coast, at the distance o f about ten miles from the place o f  
action, proceeded to QLneon. The bodies o f the dead being obtained 
for burial, through the usual ceremonies, those o f the Athenians were 
carr̂ êd to Athens by the returning fleet; but the unfortunate com
mander, fearing to meet the anger of his soverein the Athenian people  ̂
remained at Naupactus.

. A_ circumstance which, in the eye of dispassionate reason, must tend Tliucyd. 1. 3* 
to justify the attempt of Demosthenes, would perhaps inhance, at least 
in the n'vora.ent, the indignation o f an ill-informed public. The iEto- 
lians had sent three ambassadors, one from each of their principal 
clans, to Corinth and Lacedasmon, to request assistance against the 
common enem y; proposing, as their particular object, to take N au
pactus, which would deprive the Athenians o f their best means for 
keeping a fleet in the western seas. The success obtained against 
Demosthenes appears to have obyiated former scruples, and it was 
resolved to^gratify the iEtolians; but whether the jealousy of the kings 
or of the people was the obstacle, there seems ta  have been always a 
difficulty in sending out a Lacedeemonian force otherwise than under 
royal command. The business o f iEtolia not being thought o f im
portance enough to require one of the kings o f Sparta, no Lacedamo- 
nian troops were sent: a body o f three thousand of the allies only, . 
were toward autumn assembled at Delphi; but these were placed under 
the orders o f three Spartans, Eurylochus, Macarius, and MenedEcus, c,.iox. ' 

The Ozolian Locrians, whose country lay between Delphi and 
iEtolia, were then in alliance with Athens. But the people o f 
Amphissa, one o f the principal towns, alarmed at th e, prospect o f' 
attack from the Peloponnesian confederacy, and still more-appre
hensive o f any interest which their neighbors ,and inveterate enemies, 
the' Phocians, might acquire, with the LacedEemonian commanders, 
proposed to Eurylochus to ingage in alliance with Lacedsemon ;, and 
assured him that he might make a readier acquisition of ail the Ozolian 

■ , . ' Locri,%
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I.ocris, so little firm was it in the Athenian interest, by negotiation 
than by arms. The proposal perfectly suiting the views o f the Spartan 
general, he sent ministers through all the Locrian towns. The narrow 
territory o f the Ozolian Locris was at this time divided between no 
less than thirteen republics. Urged at the same time by the Pelopon- 

, nesian arms, ready to fall upon them, and by both the example and the 
persuasion o f the Amphissians, eight o f  these acceded to the Pelopon
nesian confederacy. O f the remainder, the Olpseans gave hostages as 
pledges that they would commit no hostility against the Pelopon
nesians, but refused to ingage in offensive alliance against the Athe
nians. The Hyaeans refused even to give hostages, till the Peloponnesian 

. forces entered their territory and took one o f their villages. The 
(Eneonians and Eupolitans persevering in fidelity to their ingagements 
M'ith Athens and with their neighbors o f Naupactus, their tpwns were 

Thucyd. 1. 3 . attacked and taken. The hostages being then sent to Cytinion in 
Doris, and the Aitolian forces having joined the Peloponnesian, Eury- 
lochus entered the Naupactian territory, ravaged the whole, and took 
the suburbs o f Naupactus, which were unfortified. Postponing then 
the siege o f the town, he proceeded/to the easier conquest o f  the 
neighboring town o f  Molycreium, a Corinthian colony, but long since 
subject to Athens.  ̂-i t

Demosthenes, living as a private individual at Naupactus, saw with 
the utmost anxiety these consequences o f  his rash enterprize. Uncom- 

.missioned he went into Acarnania; and, tho at first ill received,, he 
persevered in apology, remonstrance, and solicitation, till he obtained 
a thousand heavy-armed Acarnanians, with whom he passed by sea to 
Naupactus. The principal hope o f taking the place having been 
founded on the extent o f the fortifications, and the disproportionate 
smallness o f the garrison, this seasonable reinforcement gave it security : 
for blockade by land would be nugatory against-a town open to the 
sea, o f which the Athenians were-masters.

The disappointment on this occasion, was lessened to Eurylochus by 
greater views offering in another quarter. Ministers from Ambracia 
had solicited his assistance for the conquest o f the, Amphilochian 
Argos. Success, they urged, would be attended with the immediate

submission
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submission of all Amphilocliia; Acarnania might tben be attacked with 
advantage; and the consequence, reasonably to bedioped for, would 
be the acquisition of all.that part o f the continent to the Lacedasino- 
nian confederacy. Eurylochus acceded to the proposal, and, xTith- 
drawing’ his forces into JEtolia, waited there, while the Ambraciots 
should prepare for the execution of their part of the undertaking. ,

Autumn -was already advanced, when a body o f three thousand Thucyd. 1.3. 
Ambracian heavy-armed foot entered Argeia (so the territory of the 
Amphilochian Argos was called) and seized Olpaj, a strong- fortress 
upon a hill close upon the gulph, belonging to the Acarnanians,. but 
little more than three miles from Argos. Intelligence was immediately 
communicated through Acarnania, and the force o f the country was 
assembled : part marched to the assistance of Argos, part was stationed 
at CrenjB in Amphilocliia, to watch the approach o f Eurylochus, which 
the motions on all sides had given reason to expect.. A t the same time 
dispatches were sent to Aristoteles son o f Timocrates, then commanding 
the Athenian squadron in the Western seas, requesting succour; but, 
such was the opinion which the Acarnanians held of Demosthenes, 
notwithstanding his defeat in iEtolia, notwithstanding the offence they 
had taken at him, and while he was yet afraid to  meet the judgement 
of the despotic multitude in his own country, in this critical moment 
they sent him an invitation to take the office o f commahder-in-chief 
o f the forces o f all the Acarnanian republics. This remarkable faqt, 
highly honorable to Demosthenes, proves more than that he was per
sonally respected among the Acarnanians. Their country was nearly 
equal in extent to Attica, and perhaps proportionally populous in free 
subjects, tlio not in slav'es; but being divided among a number o f  
village republics, no man could have either the education o f Athenians 
of rank,: or that acquaintance with “public business upon a great scale, 
which the Athenians in office acquired. Hence, in a great measure, 
the admitted superiority of the Athenians and Lacedsemonians to  the 
other Greeks; arid hence the Acarnanians felt the want o f a man better 
educated, and better initiated in public business than any among them-- 
selves, to" take, in the present moment o f danger, the supreme direction 
of th6ir affairs.

” Eurvlochus,
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-Eurylochus, upon receiving information o f the movement o f the 
Ambraciots, crossed the Acheloiis, and hastened through Acarnania. 
Avoiding the towns, he passed unnoticed through the country, now 
deserted, the men being with the ariu} ,̂ the women in the fortified 
places, till he reached Agrais, a detached district, occupied by an 
*EtoUan tribe. Thence proceeding over an uncultivated mountainous 
tract, and evading thus the body o f Acarnanians appointed to watch 
his entrance into Amphilochia, he descended by night into Argeia, 
passed unperceived between the town of Argos and the'Acarnanian 
camp, and joined the Ambraciots in Olpm. Strong with this junction, 
he moved next morning, and chose a situation not far distant, ndiere 
he incamped.

Aristoteles meanM’hile,*with his squadron o f tn'cnty ships, arrived in
the Ambracian gulph, accompanied by Demosthenes, who brouglit a
small re'inforcement to  the land-force, two hundred heavy-armed Mes-
senians, and sixty Athenian-bowmen. The 'whole strength o f Acarnania
was already collected at Argos, with only a small body o f Amphi-
lochians, o f whom the greater part, friendly to the Athenian interest,
were withheld by the Ambraciots. Invited by the Acarnanians only,
Demosthenes was now elected commander-in-chief o f all the allied •*
forces; and the resolution was taken, by common consent, to give 
the enemy battle. The ai'my in consequence moved toward Olpse, 
and Demosthenes incamped on ground divided only by a deep valley 

. from the camp o f  Eurylochus. -
' f

c. 107,108. : Thus situated, both armies rested five days, and on the sixth both
prepared for battle. Deinostheaes had observed that the enemy out
numbered him, and, to prevent being s^-rounded, he placed four 
hundred heavy and as many light-armed Acarnanians in a hollow 
covered with bushes, whence they would have opportunity to attack, 
in the rear, that extreme o f the enemy’s line which would overstretch 
Iris, flank. The Messenians ivere "placed in the right, with a few  Athe- 

, nians, apparently from the fleet, with whom he took post Irihjself. The 
Amphiloohians, who were not l egular heavy-armed, but used javelins, • 
were mixed witli the Acarnanians in the .rest o f .the line: the Argians 
are not mentioned, few of them probably being to be spared from the

garrison
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garrison o f tl)eir town. On the other side Eurylocluis' with a chosen 
bo.dy, took the left o f his line, against Demosthenes and the Messe- 
nians: the Mantineians were posted next to h i m; the other Pelopon
nesians were mixed with the Ambraciots; M'ho, being a Corinthian 
colony, preserved the Peloponnesian arms and discipline, and were 
esteemed the best soldiers o f that part of the continent.

The armies meeting, tlie Peloponnesian left outstretching the right 
o f  the enemy, was wheeling to attack their flank, when they were them
selves attacked in the rear by the Acarnanians from the ambush. 
Eurylochus was killed; the Peloponnesians about him,-panic-struck, 
fled; .and this immediate defeat o f what was reputed the firmest part" 
o f the army, spred dismay as far as the knowlege o f it was communi
cated. Demosthenes profited from4:he opportunity, the Messenians-in 
particular seconding him with a valor worthy o f  the; fame o f theig 
antient heroes; and quickly the left and center o f the enemy were 
completely routed, the Mantineians only retreating into Olpse in some 
order! But in the meantime the Ambraciots and others, who held the 

. right o f the Peloponnesian army, had defeated the Acarnanians opposed ‘ 
to them, and pursued as far as Argos. Here however the flying troops 
found refuge, while the conquerors, returning toward the field o f battle, 
were attacked by sup'erior numbers, and,, not without consid'erable loss, 
joined their defeated comrades in Olpse. The slaughter o f the Pelopon
nesian army altog*ether was very great, and, o f  the three Spartan 
generals, Menedsus only survived.

By the unforeseen train o f circumstances which, led to this battle,
.and much by thh'activity-and able conduct o f Demosthenes, both in 
previous measures and in the action itself, the face of things was now 
completely changed in. the western countries;-the Athenian affairs 
were at once restored, as i f  the disaster in Jitolia  had never happened; 
and instead o f igaining Naupactus, lately considered as the last refuge 
o f the Athenian interest in those parts, the Pelopqnnesiam cause was, in 
a far worse situation than before any force from Peloponnesus was sent 
into the connS-y. Menedmus, with whom the command of the defeated Timcyd. l . k  

army remained, was at a loss for measures. . He had force indeed •
sufficient to defend the fortress he held, but means were wanting to 

V ox. II. X  - subsist
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subsist there. He had no stores, and by land a victorious army, by sea 
the Athenian fleet, excluded supplies. On the day after the battle 
therefore^ when he applied for leave to bury the dead, he sent proposals 
for surrendering Olpae, upon condition o f  having safe passage for his 
troops to their'several homes. Leave- to bury "the dead was readily 
granted ; the rest was openly refused; but assurance was secretly given,, 
that the Peloponnesians might depart in safety, ifth ey  would go quietly 
and quickly. In this Demosthenes, and the Acarnanian chiefs had two. 
objects; to have the Ambraciots, and the mercenary troops in their 
Si r̂vice, at mefcy ; and to weaken the Peloponnesian interest in those 
parts, by rendering the Peloponnesian name, and particularly th e  Lace
daemonian, odious for self-interestedness and treachery. Mened^us 
did not scruple to accept the conditions: the dead were hastily buried 
and then the Peloponnesians, o f whom the Maintineians were the largest 
surviving portion, went out in small parties, under pretence o f gather
ing herbs and firewood. The Ambraciots and .others, as soon as it was 
observed that all the Peloponnesians had quitted the place, and were- 
already at a distanccj in great alarm followed, in hope to overtake 
them. The Acarnanians from their , camp perceiving this, without 
W'aiting. for orders, immediately pursued equally Peloponnesians and 

' Ambraciots," arid when their commanders interfered, some went so far 
as to throw darts at them, supposing the public interest betra}^ed. The 
matter being however at length explained, the Peloponnesians, where 
they could be with certriinty distinguished, , were permitted to pass, 
unmolested. But much doubt arose, and much contention, which 
were Peloponnesians; for the Ambraciots retained so nearly the armour,, 
habit, and speech o f their mother-country, that the discrimination was 
difiiculh About tw"o hundred were killed; the rest reached Agrais, 
whose prince, Salynthius, gave them a kind reception.

1.3. The administration o f Ambracia, on receiving intelligence that their
troops were possessed o f Olpa?, had hastened to support them with their 
whole remaining strength. Ignorant o f  what had since passed, they 
had already enfered' Amphilochia, when information o f their march- 
was brought to Demosthenes. Immediately that general sent a strong 
detachment o f Ackrnm'mn troops to preoccupy the defiles o f  the high- 

4
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lands, wliicli the enemy must cross to enter the plain of Argeia. A  few 
miles from Olpae were two lofty hills, called Idomene, at the highest o f 
which the detachment arrived by nigfit, unperceived by the Ambra^. 
ciotSj Who were incamped on the other hill. Demosthenes, after having 
made the remainder of his army take refreshment, marched in the 
eyenrng in two divisions; one o f which he led himself by the plain, the 
other he sent over the Ampbilochian mountains.' About daybreak , 
both arrived at the camp o f the Ambraciots, Avho were still at theic 
rest. Demosthenes had formed his advanced guard o f Messenians i 
who, speaking the Doric dialect, deceived the Ainbraciot outguards,
Avhile, it was yet too dark to see distinctly, so as to pass for their own 
people from Olpre. The surprize was in consequence complete, and the 
rout immediate. Great slaughter Avas made on the spot; the fugitives 
sought the highlands: but the roads were preoccupied by the Acarna* 
nians o f the advanced detachment; and the light-armed Amphilo* 
chians, among their OAvn mountains, were terrible in pursuit o f the 
Ambraciots, ignorant o f the country, and incumbered with their 
panoply. Sorne.who had made toward the gulph, seeing the*Athenian 
trir§mes close in with the shore, swam to them ; ittbhe urgency of the 
moment, says Thucydides, chusing to receive their death from Grecian 
foes, rather than from the barbarous, and most inveterately' hostile 
Amphitochians. As i f  blushing to declare in express terms their 
catastrophe^ the historian adds no more than that a very small portion 
only o f the defeated army escaped to Ambracia.

N e x t day a herald arrived from fhe Ambraciots, Avho had escaped "Thucyd. I.'5 . 

with the Peloponnesians from OJpse into Agrais, for leave to bury those 
. who had been killed on that occasion. Ignorant .o f Avliat had since 

passed, and astonished at the number of his slaughtered fellowcitizens,
Avhom he saAv lying, scattered ot'er the countiy, he Avas so overwhelmed 
Avith grief, on being informed o f the extent o f the calamity, that he 
retanied without executing his commission. During the whok war, 
says Thucydides, no Grecian city  suffered equally, Avithin so short a 
tim e; and, could Den'iosthenes have persuaded the Acarnanians and 
Amphilochians to march immediately to Ambracia, it must ^ v e  yielded 
to the first assault. • But a just jealousy in their chiefs prevented. While 
, XU  there
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there were cities, in those parts, connected with the Peloponnesians, 
the-Acarnanians would be necessary allies to the Athenian^ and would 
be treated with deference; but when nothing remained adverse to the 
Athenian interest, they would not long avoid the fate o f so many other 
states, once allies, but now subject to the despotic rule o f the Athenian 

. peo])le.. Winter was approaching,' the season' o f rest from warfare; so, 
after dividing the spoil, o f which a third was allotted to Athens, they 
dispersed to their several homes. Demosthenes, rio longer fearing to 
meet his fellowcitizens, carried with him three hundred' panoplies,' 
selected from the spoil o f the enemy,- in pursuance o f a vote o f the 
army, as an honorable testimony to the merit o f their general,' whichi 
he dedicated in the temples o f Athens.

After the departure o f Demosthenes and the Athenian fleet, the con
duct of Rie Acarnanians was directed by a wise and liberal policy, o f  
which we cannot but W ish that Grecian history afforded more examples. 
They permitted the refugees in Agra'is to pass, under assurance o f 
safety, to (Eneiadie, and thence to their several homes; and soon after' 
they concluded a treaty o f alliance offensive, and defensive,, for a 
hundred years, with the Ambraciots, including in it the Amphilochians;- 
w ith a condition, judiciously added, that neither the Ambracipts should 
be bound to act offensively with the Acarnanians against the Pelopon
nesians, nor the Acarnanians with the Ambraciots against the Athe
nians: and the only concessions required were, that whatever towns or 
lands the Ambraciots had tahen frorii the Amphilochians should be- 
restored, and that the Ambraciots* should not assist Anactoriura in the 
war in which it was ingaged with Acarnania. This wise moderation 
o f the Acarpanians was not without its reward. It .established for a- 
long time, in their part o f the contitient, not perfect peace, but more 
quiet than was usual among the Grecian republics; and it  tended to- 
fix upon them that character of benevolence and uprightness, by wbich<. 
we find they were long honorably distinguished, and for which they 
were respected throughout the Greek nation.    
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E C  T  I O N  V II .

Seventh Campaint F ifth  Invasion o f 'Attica^ Conquest in Sicilp pror 
jected by the Athenian Administration. Fylus occupied by Demos
thenes : Blockade o f Sphacteria t Negotiation o f the Lacedemonians, 
at Athens. Cleon appointed General o f. the Athenian Forces: 
Sphacteria taken: Application fo r  Peace from  Lacedmnon, ta 
Athens.

T h e  Atlienians were now so famlliarizefl to the mvasfon and waste o f  
Attica, and to the inconvenience of confinement within their forti
fications, which experience would teach to alleviate, that the eloquence 
and authority of Pericles had ceased to be necessary for persuading tO' 
bear them. The want of his wisdom, and the Want of his authority,  ̂
were however felt in the general conduct o f affairs; an authority 
capable o f controuling every part o f the administration, and o f pre
serving concert and consistency throughout. While Attica was, in the 
seventh year of the war, a fifth time the' prey o f the ^Peloponnesian B. C. 425i 
forces, now cominanded by Agis king o f Lacedaamon, the Athenians^ 
contrary to the admonition o f Pericles, tvere looking after forein con- Thucyd. 1.4s#

Cquest. Instead o f ineerly inabling their Sicilian allies to, support 
themselves, and preventing naval assistance to Peloponnesus from their 
Sicilian enemies, the experience o f their naval power led them to eovet 
acquisition in that rich Hand, and to imagine that they might reduce , 
the whole under subjection. In the winter a fleet o f forty triremes had Thucyd. 1.3. 
been preparing for that service. Pythodorus was hastened ofh with 
those first ready, to supersede Laches in the command in Sicily; and 

* in spring the larger number followed, under Eurymedon son of Thucles 1.4. c. 2; 
and Sophocles son of Sostratidas. Intelligence having been received 
that the city o f Corcyra was reduced to extreme famine by the expelled 
Corcyrseans, now masters o f all the rest of the Hand, Eurymedon and 
Sophocles had orders to relieve ih in their way to Sicily. Those officers, 
and Pythodorus also, were apparently o f the ten generals o f  the estab-

hshment..
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lisblnenh Demosthenes was, in no office military or civi l ;  for under 
the Athenian government no military rank seems to have been held 
beyphtl tire term for which the people specifically granted it. Cut he 
was now become a favorite o f the people; and irregularities o f all kinds 
seem to have been growing familiar in the Athenian government.' 
W ithout any public character, and without any military rank", he was 
authorized to imbark in the fleet with Eurymedon and Sophocles, and, 
during the circumnavigation o f Peloponnesus, to employ its force, tho 
those officers were present, as he should think proper

N o opportunity for any service, within the plan o f Demosthenes, had 
occurred, When, o ff the Laconian shore, under which description 
Thucydides commonly includes the Messenian, intelligence was met' 
that a Peloponnesian fleet o f sixty triremes had sailed from Cyllene, 
and was already at Corcyra. Eurymedon and Sophocles, probably 
never , well pleased with the unusual interference in their command, 
thought themselves now justified in refusing to delay their voyage for 

i, ahy operations on the coast o f  Peloponnesus. Demosthenes on the 
contrary, claiming the authority committed to  him by the Athenian 
people; insisted that they should stop at Pylus on the Messenian coast; 
and when that service for which he was comriiissioned, ■ and which the 
interest o f the commonwealth required, was performed there, it would 
be time enough to proceed for Corcyra. The admirals persisted in 
refusal .; but it happened that a storm compelled them to seek refuge in 
the very port which Demosthenes desired to make.

The harbour o f  Pylus, one o f the best o f  Greece, was at this time 
deserted; tlie ruins only o f  an old castle remained, and the bordering 
country, to a considerable extent, was uninhabited; for the Lacedse- 
monians, in conquering Messenia, had acquired what, accord in g 'to  
their institutions, they could little, use. Here it was the purpose ol 
Demosthenes to fortify some advantageous post, and place in it a gar
rison of Messenians from Naupactus; whose zeaL in vindicating a

** ”Om
We are ,nOt accurately informed of the 

.nature of the joint commands, so usual iu 

.the Athenian and other Grecian services. 
ITbucydides sufBciently marts that there was

a gradation, tho the inferiors appear to have 
had some controuling power. The com
mission given to Demosthenes was of a 
different kind,

possession,
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possession, which they esteemed o f right their own, would second his 
views, and whose Doric speech would give them great advantage for 
incursion upon the Lacedsemonian lands. Unable however to persuade 
the generals at all to cooperate with him, he had recourse to a very 
dangerous expedient, for which democracy gave licence; he applied 
first to the soldiers and then to the officers, but still in vain. A  regular 
system o f military command, under a democratical government, was 
hardly possible; and indeed due subordination appears to have been,, 
in this age, nowhere established by law among the.GreeHs, excepting 
only the Lacedcemonians. But the military spirit o f the Greek nittion 
must have been great, when, with subordination so deficiently inforced, 
and in some cases so ill understood, a regularity o f  conduct so gene
rally prevailed, that would do credit to troops under the severest disci
pline. It happened that foul weather, continuing, prevented the departure 
of the fleet from Pylus;, and at length the soldiers, tired of inaction, 
took the inclination, for amusement, to construct the proposed for|.
N o  preparation had been made for the work, no tools were brought
for it. Loose stones, found about the spot, M’ere carried by hand, and
laid in the most advantageous manner that their accidental form and
size permitted: and the' interstices were filled with mud, which, fon
.want o f better means, the soldiers bore on their backs; bending, and
locking their hands behind them.* The fancy, thus taken, grew into
zeal; all diligence was used to render the place defensible before it
should be attacked, and the greater part o f the circuit was strong by
nature. In six days the rest was fortified, so far that, with the crews Thucyd. 1. 4,
of five triremes, which the generals now consented to leave at Pylus,
Demosthenes resolved to remain, while tire fleet proceeded on its>
destination.

When the first intelligence o f these transactions arrived at Lacedse- e. 5 .̂ 
mon, the people •w'ere celebrating one of those religious festivals which 
so much ingaged the Greeks. The news gave little alarm, but rather 
excited ridicule: for, confident in the superiority o f  their laudfQiee, 
yearly experienced in the unopposed.invasion o f Attica, the Laceda;- 
monians could not immediately believe that the Athenians, through 
any management; could become formidable by land in Peloponnesus;

and
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and a fort raised in six <lays, they thought, could not cost tlie strength 
o f Lacedaemon Imucli time to take and destroy. The same intelligence, 
however, carried to the army in Attica, made a different impression. 
The invasion there, moreover, having been made earlier than ever 
before, the corn o f  the country, commonly a considerable resource for 

After middle subsistence, was yet green; provisions began to fail, and the weather, 
unusually stormy for the season, pressed them. After a stay therefore 
o f only fifteen days in Attica, Agis hastened back into Peloponnesus.

I t  was not long before the business o f Pylus began to be more 
.seriously considered also at Lacedmmon. A  fortress on their coast, 
occupied by an enemy commanding the sea, and garrisoned by men 
coBnected by blood with their slaves, o f whom they were, not w ithout 
cause, ever apprehensive, might indeed give very reasonable alarm; and 
the measures immediately Laken in consequence, w'ould alone go far to 
justify what had been deemed at first, both by friends and foes, the 

f;;^mprovident and exiravagant project o f  Demosthenes. Beside pro
moting the evacuation o f Attica, Corcyra was instantly relieved, the 
Peloponnesian fleet being in all haste recalled thence; and, to avoid 
observation and consequent attack from the Athenian fleet, it was again 
hauled across the Leucadian isthmus. Requisitions for auxiliary troops 
were at the same time dispatched to all the allies within Peloponnesus ; 
and the Spartans o f the city marched for,Pylus, w'hile the Lacedtemo- 
niaiis o f the provincial lowns, ju st returned from one expedition, 
required some time for preparation to proceed on another.

The situation o f  Demosthenes however ŵ as highly critical. Already 
part o f the enemy’s forces were arrived, to form the siege o f  his little 
garrison, when he descried their fleet also approaching. He just saved 
opportunity for sending two o f  his triremes with dispatches to Eury- 
medon.at Zacynthus, and presently he was blockaded by land and 
.sea. -

I t  became immediately the object o f  the Lacedeeraonians to push 
their assaults, so as to complete their business before the Athenian fleet 
could arrive ; and this they hoped would not be difficult, against a fort 
so hastily constructed, and a garrison so small. A t  any rate, however, 
they wished to. avoid a naval action, and y e t to keep the Command o f

the
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tlie harbour;, and then the fort, scantily provided, aiid cut off from 
‘Supplies, could not hold long. The harbour o f Pylus, now Navarino, Thucyd. 1.4. 
■ is a spacious bason with two entrances, one at each end of an iland, p '̂cr.du 
then.called Sphacteria, near two miles long, uncultivated and woody, r̂alfede 
The northern entrance, near which stood the Athenian fort, barely 
•admitted two triremes abreast; the southern not more than eight or 
nine. This iland the Lacedaemonians occupied with a body o f troops : 
other troops they disposed along the shore; and both entrances o f tlie 
harbour they proposed to defend with triremes, moored with their prows 
toward the sea. ■ Beyond the harbour’s mouth the coast was rocky and • 
without landing-place -

hleanwhile Demosthenes, to make the most.of the small force under Thucyd. 1.4.
Chis command, hauled ashore the three triremes which remained to him, ■ 

and formed of them a kind o f outwork against the sea, under his fort.
Two small Messenian privateers had accidentally put into Pylus; and 
with some shields, mostly o f wicker, and other-.sorry armour which/he 
found aboard them, he armed the sailors from his triremes Forf  ̂
heavy-armfed Messenians, who had formed part o f the complement o f the 
privateers, were a more valuable addition to his garrison. In the hasty 
construction of his fort, he had been most careful to strengthen it 
toward the land, as the side on which the Lacedajmonians were gene
rally most to be apprehended. Toward the sea it was far weaker, but 
tlien on that side it could be approached only from the. sea. To resist 
an army and a fleet moving in concert to attack him, he selected, front 
his whole force, sixty heavy-armed and a few bowmen, whom he 
posted upon the beach to oppose debarkation, and o f whom he took 
himself the immediate command. The remainder he appointed to the 
defence o f the walls. - ' .

Where soldiers are members o f that assembly in which soverern 
power legally resides, and where persuasion may with impunity be 
attempted to induce them to disobey their officers, incouraging speeches 
previous to action may be often necessary; and to such a little band

AK'/icra. '

.** No.i!ts6;, Those who constructed the fort were soldiers, but the historian
does not mention what proportion thei'e was of each.

VoL. II. ' , Y as
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' HI STORY OF GREECE.  Chap. XV,
as-that \vith which JDemostbehes had ingaged in a very arduous under- 

Tbucyd. 1.4. tak in g,.th ey would be easily addressed. ‘ M y fellow-soldiers, and 
‘ companions in the chance of war,’ said that able officer, .‘ let no man
* now think to show his wisdom, by computing the exact magnitude o f
* the danger which threatens us, but rather let every one cheerfully 
‘ resolve to exert himself to the utmost, as the one thing necessary to 
‘ the safety o f us all. Nevertheless, I  think, notwithstanding the
* disproportion o f  numbers, the circumstances are in our favmr, i f  we
‘ m^ke the most o f  advantages in our possession. W e Athenians, 
‘ practised in naval war, well know that debarkation in the face o f an 
‘ enemy is no easy business, i f  opposed with firmness. L et the Pelo- 
‘ ponnesians then, who have not the same experience, now try  it; for, 
‘ adding the,difficulties o f this rocky shore, which will fight for us, I 
‘ have no doubt o f success, i f  we are only true to ourselves.’ This 
simple oratory, adapted to excite, not the boiling spirit o f enterprize, 
^yhich in the circuiTjstances might^have been even injurious, but the 
deliberate valor which defence requires, had the desired effect, and the 
Athenians waited in due preparation to receive the attack. '  ̂ '

The Peloponnesian fleet consisted o f forty-three triremes, mostly o f  
the allies, but commanded in chief by Thrasymelidas, a Spartan 
W hile the fort was threatened on all sides, by sea and land, the prin
cipal attack was made from the fleet, precisely where Demosthenes 
expected. But a few triremes only could approach at a time, and those 
not without risk from the rocks and the surf. The attack was there* 
fore carried on by reliefs, and no exhortation was omitted to promote, 
exertion. Some o f the captains and masters nevertheless, hesitating 
at the view o f the dangers o f the shore, the Spartan Brasidas, who com
manded a trireme, became presently distinguished by the Athenians, 
loud in expostulation: ‘ 111 it became them,’ he said, ‘ to spare their
* timbers, when the enemy possessed a post in the country : the Lace-
* diemonians deserved better things o f  their allies. Striking, splitting, 
‘  landing anyhow, they should make themselves masters o f  the place,
* and o f the men who held i t ’ Brasidas was not o f a disposition thus

c. 11,

»* H^vafxof-
*** answering precisely to our terms captain and master.
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to exhort others without setting the example himself. Having com-Thucyd. 1. 4. 
pelled his master to lay his galley close to the shore,, h  ̂w^s stepping 
upon the g a n g b o a r d t o ' l e a d  the landing, when a number of the 
enemy’s missile weapons at once struck him; insomuch that he fainted, 
and fell backward, fortunately into the ship,- while his shield, .which 
among the antients it was highly disgraceful and even criminal to lose, 
dropped into the ^ea. Notwithstanding this ill success o f  Brasidas, 
the attempt to force a landing was repeated through the whole o f that c. 13. 

day, and part of the next, but was resisted so efficaciously that at length 
the fleet drew off. Demosthenes then, for the incouragement o f his c. 12. 

people, and not without just claim o f victory, erected his trophy, o f 
which the shield o f Brasidas, taken up by the Atheniahsj became the 
honorable ornament. No stain, however, could insiie to the reputation 
o f the owner; but on the contrary, the story being related through 
Greece, it was everywhere remarked, as a singular result o f the inch 
dent, that what disgraced others brought glory to Brasidas. ' •.

The Lacedemonian commanders, hopeless’ now o f succeeding b j  ; 
assault, prepared immediately to proceed to a Tegular siege, and with 
that view sent some ships for timber to make,batlering-engines. Before 
these could return, Eurymedon arrived with the Athenian fleet; which,

' with the junction o f four Chian ships, and a reinforcement taken from 
the station o f Naupactus, consisted o f forty triremes. Approaching 
enough to observe that the harbour-of Pylus was occupied by the 
enemy’s fleet, and tlie Hand before it and the shore ott each side by 
their army, Eurymedon withdrew, and incamped for the night on the 
small iland of Prote, at no great distance. On the morrow he pre- Endof>%. 
pared for action, determined to attack the enemy in the harbour, i f  
they w'Oiild not meet him in the open sea. .

The Peloponnesian fleet seems to have been ill commanded : the 
proposed blockade o f the mouths of the harbour had been omitted, and 
the resolution was taken to ingage Svithin the basoitt; where the bon- 
flned space, and the army surrounding, it was thought, would give 
advantage. But the Athenian fleet was entering unopposed by both Thucyd. 1.4, 

the  mouths, while th e ' greater part o f the Peloponnesian crews tvexe

** ’Ew»
but

    
 



t,. 8..

i U  H I S T O R Y . O F  G R E E C E .  C h a p . X V .

but quitting their camp to go aboard. Others had gotten their ships 
already under w a y ; but these, seeing they should not be supported, 
instantly fled to the shore. Five triremes were taken ; the crews how
ever escaping from all except one. The Athenians then proceeded to  

- attack, the ships upon the beach, and to haul away those from which 
the crews had fled. The Lacedcemonian landforces, mortified by the 
disaster o f their fleet, but far more alarmed for their troops in the iland, 

.pressed down to the shore.. A fierce ingagement insued, between the 
Athenians from tlieir galleys, and the Lacedasmonians dashing into the 
water to- defend theirs. After much bloodshed on both sides, the 
Lacedasraonians secured all their ships except the five fii'st taken; 
W ith these the Athenians drew off, masters also o f  the enemy’sdeadj. 
which they restored on the usual application from the defeated. Eury- 
medon. erected his trophy, and then directed his care to keep a strict 

. tvatch" upon Sphacteria, looking upon the Lacedaemonians there as 
TMuffyd; L4. already his prisoners.. They were four hundred and,twenty% drafted by 

lot from the several loehi o f the army, with attending Helots, whose 
number the historian does not mention. These indeed were little 
thought of;- but among the others were some connected w ith most o f 
the principal families o f Lacedaemon. ^

The transactions, which followed, furnish very remarkable proof of 
the importance o f a  very few citizens to the most powerful o f  the little 
republics o f  Greece;. Those republics were a ll so constituted that they 
Gould bear neither diminution, nor, any considerable increase o f their 
citizens,, without inconvenience.'' I t  was not the loss of inhabitants to 
the country that would be felt," tho o f a small republic, when four 
hundred men-were killed or taken; but it  was the loss o f  those inti
mately connected wkh the ruling powers, by ties o f blood, by religious 
prejudices^ by political prejudices, and most o f  all i fb y  party pr-ejiidices; 
Those who formed the strength n f  every Grecian state for every other 
purpose, the slaves  ̂ could not be trusted with arras. T3ut the m ilitary 
establishment was composed o f ah the freemen capable o f bearing arms; 
Losses in war therefore could be recruited only by time, w h ic h ,wo,ulcl 
bring boys to manhood, and by fresh births; unless the invidious and 
hazardous resource >vere ad mi tted,, o f associating foreiuers, or o f  raising:

slaves- ■

    
 



S e c t . VII. NEGOTIATION FOR PEACE.
slaves to be citizens. O f  the small proportion then o f the inhabitants 
\vho filled the military function, four hundred lost would affect a great 
number o f  families; and hence private passion had such.influence on 
public measures.

I n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  th e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  a t  P y lu s  filled* S p a r ta  w ith  c o n s te r 

n a t i o n .  T h e  m e n  in S p h a c te r ia  h ad  n o t , l ik e  th e  R o m a n s , w h o m , Ave 

a r e  to ld ,  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  re fu s e d  t o  ra n so m , d is g r a c e d  th e m s e lv e s  b y  

f l i g h t  o r  b y  t h e  ‘s u rre n d e r  o f  t h e i r  a r m s ; b u t  p la c e d  in  th e ir  p re s e n t  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  th e  a c c id e n ta l  t u r n  o f  d u ty ,  Avith th e i r  h o n o r  c le a r , th e y  

w e r e  l ik e ly  t o  b e c o m e  a  s a c r i f i c e  t o  th e  m is m a n a g e m e n t , o r  d e f ic ie n t  

e x e r t i o n  o f  th o s e  w h o , b y  m o r e  e f f e c tu a lly  o p p o s in g  th e  A th e n ia n  fle e t, 

o u g h t  t o  h a v e  p re se rv e d  th d m  fro m  s u c h  c a la m ito u s  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  

T h e  p rin c ip a l  m a g is t r a te s  th e r e f o r e  o f  L a c e d a e m o n , th e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  

a d m in is t r a t io n  c a m e  t o  t h e '  c a m p  a t  P y lu s  t o  a s s u re  th e m se lv e s  o f  

t h e  e x a c t  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s ;  a n d  Avhen th e y  w e re  sa tisfie d  t h a t  t o  re s c u e  

t h o s e  in  t h e  i la n d  w as im p o ss ib le , i t  Avas im m e d ia te ly  d e te rm in e d  t o  

e n te r  in to  n e g o tia t io n  Avith t h e  e n e m y , w ith  a  vieAV t o  a  t r e a t y  o f  p e a c e .  

A t r u c e  Avas a c c o r d in g ly  a g r e e d  u p o n , o f  w h ic h  th e s e  w e re  t h e ' c o n 

d i t io n s : * T h a t ,  a s  a  p re lim in a ry  m e a su re , a ll  th e  P e lo p o n n e s ia n  sh ip s o f  

‘ Avar w h ic h  h a d  b e e p  in  th e  l a t e  a c t i o n , a n d  all o th e r s  th e n  in  a n y  p o r t  

‘  o f  th e  L a c e d e m o n i a n  t e r r i to r y ,  sh o u ld  b e d e liv e re d  as p le d g e s  t o  t h e  

‘ A t l ie n ia n  a d m ira l  a t  P y l u s ; T h a t  L a ce d E e m o n ia n  a m b a s s a d o rs  s h o u ld

* be conveyed to Athens in an Athenian trireme, to treat concerning a 
'* peace; and brought back again by the same conveyance: That the
* . t r u c e  sh o u ld  h o ld  d u r in g  t h e i r  a b s e n c e , an d  t h a t ;  o n  th e ir  re tu rn ',

‘ the ships delivered 'should be restored : That, in the mean time, the
* Lacedaemonians should be permitted to supply their people in the
* iland with provisions in specified quantities, under the inspection o f 
‘ Athenian officers; That the Athenians should still keep their naval
* g u a rd  o v e r  th e  ila n d , b u t  n o t  la n d  u p o n  i t ;  a n d  t h a t  th e  L a c e d s e m o -

* nians should send no vessel thither, but in conformity to the terms o f
* the truce: That a breach of any one article o f the treaty should be
* e s te e m e d  a n  a n n ih ila tio n  o f  th e  w h o le .’

165
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Aristoph. ~ 
‘Pax et 
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H I S T O R Y  O F  G R E E C E .  Chap. X V ,

The Lacedtemonian ambassadors arriving at Athens, had a business 
to manage, in itself difficult, and. rendered 'more so by the forms of 
democratical administration, and the ready jealousy o f a sov^erein mul
titude. The distress which occasioned the negotiation was peculiar to 
their own state, but in any treaty their allies must be included; the 
discussion o f  whose interests, before the assembled Athenian people, 
could scarcely be conducted so as to avoid offence. Before the 
assembled Athenian people, however, it was necessary that some decla
ration should be made o f the purpose o f their mission. In their speech, 
therefore, they simply proposed a treaty o f peace, together with an 
alliance offensive and defensive between Lacedaemon and Athens, each 
.party keeping what it possessed; and in return for the restoration of 
their fellowcountrymen, in a manner prisoners in Sphacteria, they 
offered simply the glory Avhich would redound to Athens, from a peace 
solicited by those who were heretofore in a situation rather to grant 
conditions, together with gratitude for a generous deed, whence might 
arise that mutual goodwill between the two republics, which alone 
Could make a peace lasting.

I t  was not without probable ground for supposing the proposal would 
be welcome at Athens, that the Lacedcemonian administration had 
^determined thus to sue for peace. T hey knew that, a large portion of 
the Athenian people bad always been averse to the w ar; and*that a 
majority o f them, since they had experienced its evils, had more than 
once manifested great anxiety for a conclusion o f it. But, at this 
;time, the favor which Cleon had acquired with the lower people, jproved 
an obstacle o f which they could not be intirely aware. T hat turbulent 
orator reminded the assembly, that the Megarian ports o f  Nis^a and 
iPegae had once belonged to the Athenian people; that the Athenian 
people had commanded the; city *of Trgez’en; that all Achaia had been 

.of their confederacy; and that these possessions had been wrested from 
them, not in war, but by a treaty; to the hard terms o f which a cala- 
Ujity, similar to that; which now pressed the Lacedmmonians, had 
compelled them to consent. This therefore rvas the time for recovering

The name of the chief o f the embassy, A,rciseptolemus, not mentioned by Thucy
dides, is given by Ajistophaues, Equit'. v.

those
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those possessjons. It should be insisted that the Lacedemonians in 
Sphacteria should be brought prisoners, to Athens; to be released as 
soon as N isea and Peg® were surrendered to the Athenians, and the 
administrations o f  Achaia and Troezen restored to the footing -upon 
which they stood before the thirty years truce. Accordingly such 
were the terms which the soverein assembly o f Athens required.

To debate before a whole people concerning propositions"affecting Thucyd. i r .  
to such a degree the interests of.the allies o f Lacedernon, the Lacede- 
mohian ambassadors judged utterly imprudeut. Instead therefore o f  
giving any answer, they desired that commissioners might be appointed 
to discuss the several points at more leisure than the nature o f a general 
assembly admitted. This proposal suited the views of Cleon, only as 
i t  afforded opportunity to infuse into the people a jealousy o f the 
ambassadors, and of those who were disposed to favor their purpose, 
and an opinion o f his own political sagacity, He exclaimed, against 
it, accordingly, in a style of indecent passion: ‘ W ell he knew before,’ 
he said, ‘ that the Lacedamonian ambassadors came with injurious 
*' views, and for clandestine purpose.$; but nUw their refusal to declare 
‘ themselves before the people, and their requisition to' treat M'ith a 
‘ small number o f commissioners, must make it manifest to all. I f
* they had anything just and' honorable to propose, they need not
* hesitate' to speak it publicly.’ The ambassadors, highly desirous o f
an accommodation upon any moderate terms, yet seeing the Athenian 
people impracticable through the sway which Cleon held among them, 
and considering the probable ill consequences o f publicly proposing 
conditions disagreeable to their allies, wdiich might after all be rejected, 
immediately took their leave. -

They arrived at Pylus about the twentieth day after their departure c.zs,&sg. 
thence, and with their return the truce of course'expired. The Lace- End of June. 

d®monians then'demanded tire restoration o f their ships according to 
the treaty: hut the Athenians refused; alledging some hostility com
mitted against the garrison o f the fort, and some other matters of little 
importance, contrary to the strict letter o f the Convention, but ail 
together, in the opinion evidently o f the impartial but cautious Thu
cydides, not warranting a procedure so contrary to the spirit o f it.

Whethej
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H I S T O R Y  OF G R E E C E .  C h a p . XV.
Whether Demosthenes or Eurymedon was the principal actor in this 
business, we are not informed; but in favor o f  either it. may b( 
observed, that to exercise any discretionary power ,was extremely 
hazardous, w’hen responsibility was immediate to that despotic and 
wayward soverein the Athenian people, under the influence o f Cleon. 
I f  Cleon, or any other turbulent orator, could persuade the people that 
their generals ought not to give op, o f  their own authority, any advan
tage that the letter o f the treaty warranted, their utter ruin, even 
capital condemnation, might have been the consequence o f  a contrary 
conduct.

Both parties now prepared to prosecute hostilities with vigor. The 
Athenians directed their attention particularly to Ihe guard o f Sphac- 
teria : two triremes were eonstantly circumnavigating it during day, 
and at night the whole fleet kept watch; in moderate weather all around 
the Hand; but fresher winds induced the necessity o f leaving the side 
toward the sea unguarded. A  reinforcement o f twenty triremes from 
Attica made the number o f the fleet seventy.

The Peloponnesians meanwhile pushed the siege o f the fort. But the 
object for which the La.cedaemonians were most anxious was to relieve 
their people in Sphacteria; and what they chiefly apprehended for them 
was famine. Large re^yards were therefore olFered, freedom to_Helots, 
and money to any freehien, who M'Ould introduce provisions. Many 
Avere thu5 allured to the attem pt; and tho some were taken, some suc
ceeded; especially in blowing nights, when the Athenian triremes 
could not hold their station at the back o f the iland. Some supply 
was also carried by divers, who swam underwater across the port, 
rising occasionally only for air, and dragging after them skins filled 

w ith  bruised linseed, oir with poppyseed mixed with honey.
The blockade o f the Hand being thus protracted, the Athenians began 

to suffer those very wants through which diey had hoped to. compel 
the Lacedasroonians to surrender. In their fort was one small spring, 
ample for the garrison, but very iriadequate to the supply o f  the whole 
armament; the greater part of which was reduced to the use o f  brackish 
water, obtained by digging in the sand under the fort. A ll the rest o f 
the coas,t was possessed by the superior lanciforce o f the Pefopopnesians;

. and
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and tlie triremes, far frorn capable of carrying supplies for any length 
o f  time, had not convenient room even for tKeir crews to sleep or to 
eat aboard j insomuch that Thucydides mentions it, among their hard
ships upon this occasion, that they went ashore by reliefs for their 
meals, living otherwise aboard their triremes at anchor.

The uneasiness hence arising in the fleet and army was erelong com- Thucyd. 1. 4» 
municated to Athens, and reasonable apprehension arose'that a,pproach- ’ ‘ '
iirg winter would* increase the difficulties^ that it would become 
impossible to supply the armament with provisions by the navigation 
round the capes of Peloponnesus, which in suriimer they found could 
not be done in the requisite extent; and that, even i f  supplies could be 
obtained, the fleet could not remain, during the stormy season, on a 
coast where they possessed nb port. It was then farther considered, 
that, i f  the Lacedasmonians should recover their people from Sphac- 
teria, not only an opportunity for making an advantageous peace was 
lost, but future opportunities were precluded: at least the first proposal 
must hereafter come from themselves; for the Lacedsemonians would

V -  -

scarcely risk the disgrace of a second refusal.
Public indignation-was rising fast against Cleon, as the evil coun

sellor of the commonwealth, and author o f the evils felt or apprehended.
He found it necessaiy, for obviating popular clamor and disgust, to 
exert himself in the assembly; and in a very extraordinary train o f . 
circumstances that followed, his impudence and his fortune (if, in the 
want of another, we may use that term) wonderfully favored him. He 
began with boldly in^sting, ‘ that the circumstances o f the fleet and 
* army were not so adverse as they were reported.’ This assertion 

 ̂called forward the officers who brought the intelligence: they desired 
‘ that, i f  they were thought unworthy of belief, proper persons might 
‘ be sent to examine into the state of things.’ ‘ Tile assembly assented 
to this request, and Cleon himself was named among those to’ be com
missioned for the purpose. Pressed by this proposal, which he was 
aware would not answer Ids end, and anxious anyhow to throw the 
weight o f the business upon others, he seems in the moment to have 
lost his guard. ‘ It were idle waste o f time,’ he said, ‘ to send com- 
* missioners to inquire, when they should rather send generals to

VoL. II . Z ■ ‘ execute.
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. HISTORY OF GREECE.  C h a p . XV,
* execute. I f  those who directed the miljtaiy affairs o f  t!ie c6m- 
‘  monwealth were men, if would be easy, with the force which they
* could at all times command, to subdue the little band in Sphacteriar 
‘ were he in that station, he would ingage to effect it.’ The unenter-* 
prizing Nicias, at this time commander-in-chief, being thus called 
upon, in his anxiety to obviate crimination, miserably betrayed the- 
dignity o f his high office. ‘ As far as depended upon him,’ he said,, 
‘  Cleon might take what force he pleased, and make the attempt.’ 
Cleon immediately accepted the offer, thinking it not seriously, made ; 
but Nicias persisting, Cleon would have retracted, saying, ‘ Nicias,
‘ not he, was general o f the republic.’ Nicias however, observing that 
his proposal had not displeased the people, declared solemnly before the 
assembly, that for the business o f Pylus he waved his right to com
mand. The more then Cleon appeared still anxious to withdraw, the 
more the people, as the historian observes, in the usual tetnper o f  
mobs **, insisted that he should make his words go o d ; Avith clamor 
requiring that N icias should resign the command, and that Cleon 
should take it. Thus appointed general, Cleon, tho alarmed Avith the 
danger, av̂  elated Avith the extravagant honor; and in the next 
assembly held on the business **, he resumed his arrogant manner: ‘ He 
‘ did not fear the Lacedasmonians,’ he said; ‘ and for the expedition 
‘ to Pylus; he would desire no Athenian forces: he Avould only take
* the Lemnian and Imbrian heavy-armed, at that time in Attica, with
* the middle-armed o f .ffiinus, and four hundred bowmen o f the allies j
* and Avith that small addition to the armament then at Pylus, he 
‘ would, within tAventy days, either bring the Lacedaemonians in 
‘ Sphacteria prisoners to Athens, or put them to the SAvord upon the 
‘  spot.’ Amid the many very serious considerations involved Avith the 
business, this pompous boast excited a general laugh in the assembly : 
yet even the graver men, says the historian, Avere upon the Avhole 
pleased Avith the event, upon considering that o f two good things 
one must result; either an important advantage must be gained over

'qToi' (ptXsi Thijcj'd. 1.4. c. 123.
** Thucydides does not specify that it was in a second assembly; but from the circum- 

ttauces, and from the tebor of his narrative, it should seem that it must have been so.
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the LacedietiKWiians, or, wliat they rather expected, they should he 
finally delivered from the importunity of-Cleon.

It however soon appeared, that tho, for a man, like Cleon, unversed 
in military command, the undertaking was rash and the bragging’ 
promise abundantly ridiculous, yet the business was not so desperate 
,as it was in the moment generally imagined ; and in fact the folly o f 
the Athenian people, in committing such a trust to such a man, far 
exceeded that o f  the man himself, whose impudence seldom carried 
him beyond the controul of his cunhing. He had received hitelligence Thucyd. 1.4. 

that Demosthenes had already formed the plan, and was preparing for 
the attempt, with the forces upon the spot or in the neighborhood.
Hence his apparent moderation in his demand for troops; M'hich he • 

judiciously accommodated to the gratification o f the Athenian people, 
b}̂  avoiding to require any Athenians. He further showed his judge
ment, when the decree was to be passed which was finally to direct the 
expedition, hy a request, which was readily granted; that Demosthenes 
might be joined with him in the command.

The natural strength o f  Sphacteria, uneven, rocky, woody, together 
with ignorance o f the enemy’s force there, had long deterred Demos
thenes from attempting any attack; and the more, because his misfor
tune Jn dEtolia had arisen from incautiously engaging himself in a 
rough and woorled country, agqinst unknown numbers. But it had 
happened that a fire, made by the Lacedaemonians for dressing their 
provisions, had accidentally caught the woods, and, the wind favoring, 
had burnt almost the whole. Their best defence being thus destroyed, 
Demosthenes, now inabled to see his enemy and his ground, ho longer 
hesitated concerning measures.- He had sent for such reinforcements- 
as might be obtained from the nearest,allies, but before they could jo in  
him Cleon arrived.

-Demosthenes himself had jbeen appointed to ,an anomalous command, 
interfering, with the authority o f the regplar generals o f the common
wealth ; and .it does not appear that he ,made qny difficulty o f yielding 
to the wayward will p f his soyerein,.and baking the second rank in the 
command wi.th .Cleon. .the new igeneral arrived at.Pylus with
his reinfopcement, it was determined first)tp;try.if their business could
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not be managed b y . negotiation and' a  message was accordingly, 
sent to the commander-in-chief o f  the Lacedemonian army, proposing; 
that the men in Sphacteria should surrender themselves prisonersj with, 
the condition, th at they should be liberally tfeated in confinementj till  
the two republics might come to some accommodation.

This being refused, Cleon and Demosthenes prepared to use the force- 
under their command. G iving one intire day o f rest to their troops,̂ , 
on the next, at night, they imbarked all tbeir heavy-armed, who ivere 
only, eight hundred, and, a little before dawn, landed at the same time 
on both sides o f Sphacteria, from the harbour and from the open sea.. 
An advanced post o f the Lacedtemonians was surprized, and the guard-'. 

e,3i—-32. put to the sword. As soon as day broke, the rest o f  the forces ivere 
landed, consisting o f eight hundred bowmen, about as many middle
armed, a few Messenians and others from the garrison o f the fort, and, 
except the rowers o f  the lowest bench,. distinguished by the name of 
thalamians, all the s*eamen of the fleet; who, as the triremes were more 
than seventy, would be a large body. The force all together was not 
o f the most regular kind, but it was ample against those who heldl 
Sphacteria; ofwhoTn the Lacedaemonians, the only regular troops, had̂  
been originally but four hundred and twenty, and thirty, o f  those were 
Icilled in the outpost. O f  the number o f attendant slaves, and o f  those 
Avho, after landing provisions, may have remained in the iland, we are 

i ®ot rnformedi Bpitadas, the commander, had posted himself, with his 
main body, in the central and plainest part, near the only spring the: 
iland afforded. A  small reserve he placed in an antient fort, o f  rude 
construction; but strong by situation, at the extrem ity'next P j lus..

T h e  L a c e d a e m o n ia n s , a n d  in d e e d  a ll  th e  P e lo p o n n e s ia n S j seem to> 
h a v e  b e e n  a b s u r d ly  a t t a c h e d , t h r o u g h  a  p o in t  o f  H o n o r; t o  t h e  e x c l u s i v e -  

u s e  o f  Aveapons f o r  c lo s e  f ig h t . A m o n g  t h e  e a r ly  G r e e k s , t h e  f i r s t  

j )u r p o s e  o f  a rm s, a f t e r  s e lf -d e fe n c e , Avas t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  c a t t l e :  th e -  

s e c o n d , w h en  c iv i l iz a t io n  a d v a n c e d ;: t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  h a r v e s t :  a n d  c u l 

t i v a t e d  f r u i t s : t h e  th ir d , a n d  n o t  l e a s t  im p o rta n t^  t o  h o ld  a  s e c u r e  

s u p e r io r i ty  e v e r  t b e i r  n u m e ro u s  s la v e s . H e n c e , a s  w e l l  a s  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  m o r e  d e te r m in e d  c o u r a g e  re q u is ite  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  o f  t h e i r  

g r e a t e r  e ff ic a c y  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  b r a v e  a n d  a b le  m e n  ̂ w h erev er t h e y  c a n  
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Sect. VII. ATTACK OF SPHACTERIA. m
■■ X '

1)6 usedy arms for stationary fight in plains were deemed more honor
able tlian missile weapons. But as, under many circumstances, espe- 
eially in mountainous countries, like the greatest part pf Peloponnesus- 
and of all Greece, it was easy to evade the force of the heavy-armed, 
and yet to give them annoyance, we find the Lacedrcmonians oftem 
suffering for want of light troops and missile weapons Epitadas chose,, 
with his little band, to meet an enemy who so outnumbered him, in; 
the levellest part of the iland ; not only because the fountain there was* 
necessary to him, but because there the weapons and the discipline of 
his people would be most efiScaciousi But among the Athenians, tho- 
the first honor was given to the panoply, yet the use of the bow %vas 
cultivated j and we find ,the Athenian archers frequently riientioned as 
superior troops of their kind. Demosthenes had been taught by mis
fortune both how to value light troopŝ  and how to ule them; and 
Cleon’s prudence left him the direction of operations. He placed 
his light-armed in detached bodies of about two hundred each, on 
the heights around the Lacedsemonian station, and then, advancing 
Avith his heavy-armed within a certain distance of the front of it> he 
halted. . '

Epitadas did not refuse to meet superior numbers; but, as he Thucyd. 1.4̂- 
advanced to attack Demosthenes, he was assailed on each flank and 
in his rear with darts,, arfows, and stones. If he turned, those who thuŝ  
annoyed him instantly fled from his attack, and his heavy-armed would- 
in vain pursue them; but the moment he resumed his march toward' 
Demosthenes, they renewed their annoyance. Such was the character 
of the Lacedajmonian heavy infantry at this time in Greece, that with 
all the advantage of numbers on their side; the light-armed of the 
Athenian army had not approached them without awe, and, as Thucy-' 
dides expresses it, a kind of servile apprehension. But, incouraged by 
the effect Avhich their first wary exertions derived from the able dispo
sition of Demosthenes, and by the evident inability of the Lacedaemo- 

•nians for efficacious pursuit, the light-armed pressed their attacks.
This desultory manner of action astonished the Lacedasmonians with 
its novelt̂ : the ashes and dust, formed by the late conflagration,

rising
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174  H I S T O R Y  O F  G R E E C E T .  C » a p . X V ,

rising and mingling their darkness with that of the constant fl ight of 
missile M'eapons, disabled them from seeing their enemy, whom with 
their arms they could not reach, i f  they coulel see; while the clamorous 
noise o f the irregular assailants drowned the voice o f  command. 
Utterly at a loss for means o f elfectnal opposition, when many M'ere 

Tliucvfl. 1.4, already severely Wounded, they retreated in a compact body toward 
their reserve in the castle, which Avas not far distant. The light-armed 
tliea pressed their assault with increased ardor: the Lacedaemonians 
gained the fort, but not'without loss.

The effieacy o f the light troops being now obviated^ Demosthenes 
led his heavy-armed to the a ttack ; but the Lacedtemonians having 
great advantage o f ground, as Avell as some defence from the old rralls, 
maintained an equal conflict against superior numbers. I t  was already 
late in the d a y ; both ‘ parties were suffering from ,heat, thirst and 
fatigue, and neither had any prospect o f decisive advantage, when the 

ic. 56, ' commander o f the Messenian troops coming to Cleon and Demosthenes,
told them he had discovered a w ay by which, with a party o f iight- 
aniied and bowmen,'he thought he could scale the fort. The party he 
desired being accordingly put under his orders, he led them, so as tp 
avoid being seen by the enemy, to a precipitous part o f  the rock, 
where, through confidence in the natural strength o f the plate, no 
guard-was kept.- Climbing with great difficulty, he’ made his way 

«. 37, good, and appeared suddenly on the summit. Effectual resistance was 
how no longer possible for the Lacedaemonians, worn with incessant 
action through a sultry day, and surrounded by superior -numbers. 
Cleon and Demosthenes therefore, desirous o f carrying them prisoners 
to Athens, checked, their troops, who would shortly have put them to 
the sword; and sent a herald to offer quarter, upon condition that they 
should surrender themselves to  the mercy o f the Athenian people. I t  
was doubted whether, even in their hopeless^situatiofi, Lacedaemonians 
would submit to become prisoners; but as soon as they saw the.heralds 
approaching,-they grounded their shields and waved their hands, inti- 
fuating that they Avere disposed to hear proposals. Epitadas was no 
more,; Hippagretes, hrs -second in command, Lad been -so severely

wounded
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woundetl that he lay for lifeless among the slain; Styphon; on'wEom 
the command had thus devolved, desired permission to send a herald to 
the Eacedeemonian army on the' continent for orders. This was 
refused, but the Athenian generals sent for a herald from the Lacedm- 
ihonian arm y; and after the interchange of two or three messages, a 
final'answer came to the garrison o f the Hand in these terms : ‘ The 
* Lacedmmonians perrtiit^you to consult your, own safety, admitting 
nothing disgraceful After a short consultation, they then sur
rendered, according to the Greek expression, their arms and them
selves.

On the morrow the commanders o f  the Lacedasmonian army on the 
continent sent a herald for their slain, and the Athenians erected their 
trophy. The killed were a hundred and twenty-eight Lacedteinonians,. 
and the prisoners two hundred and- ninety-two. O f the fate of the 
Helots and others, Avho were M'ith the Lacedremonians in Sphacteri^ 
we have no information. The blockade, from the action in the harbour Thucyd'.I.4» 
to that in the iland, bad continued seventy-two daysy including the 
truce o f twenty days, during which the garrison was regularly served 
with provisions. For the rest o f 'the time they had only bad sucb 
Casual supplies as could he introduced by stealth; yCt, such had been 
the economy o f Epitadas, provisions remained when the Hand was 
taken. The Athenian eoramanders, leaving a sufficient garrison in 
Pylus, sailed away with the fleet; Eurymedon with his division for 
Gorcyra and .Sicily, and Cleon and Demosthenes for Attica:, and the Toward the 
ingagement of Cleon was completely fulfilled; for they entered the August, 

port o f PeirjEus with their prisoners within twenty days after he had 
quitted it. ;

Ndthing during the whole war, says Thucydides, happened so con- Thucyd. 1.4. 

trary to the general opinion 'and expectation o f the Greeks as this 
event; for it was supposed that neither hunger, nor the pressure o f any 
other the severest necessity, would induce Lacedemonians to surrender 
their arms; insomuch that among some it was doubted whether the 
prisoners were o f the same race, or at least i f  they were o f equal rank

*> O4ir}(f!or ,
with

c. 40.

    
 



. 1 7 5  H I S T O R Y  O F  G R E E C E .  C h a p . X Y

with their comrades who had been killed. Hence an Athenian auxi
liary, with more ill manners than wit, asked one o f the prisoners,

Thucyd. 1.4. ‘ Whether those who fell in the iland were the men o f superior rank
sC. 40. , , ^

‘ and merit *''• ?’ T o  which the Spartan coldly replied, ^An arrow
‘ would indeed be a valuable weapon, i f  it could distinguish rank and

merit.’’
. The prisoners, being many o f  them connected with the first families 
o f  Sparta, were considered by the Athenians as most valuable pledges, 

« . 41. I t  was determined, by a decree o f the people,' that they should be kept.
in  chains^* till the two republics should come to some accommodation, 
unless any invasion o f  A ttica should be attempted by the Peloponne
sians. In that case the decree declared, in terror to the Lacedasmoiiian 
public, that they should be put to death. Such were’ at that time 
the maxims o f warfare among those who boasted to be the most 
civilized, and indeed the only civilized people upon earth; and such 
the motives for preferring death in the field to the condition so mild, 
ih modern Europe, except in France since the revolution, o f  a prisoner 
o f  war,

‘ .By the event o f the business o f Pylus the Lacedasmonians were in a 
-state o f  distress totally new to them. From the first establishment of 
their ancestors in Pelojronnesus, it was not known b y tradition that 
such a number o f their citizens had fallen into the hands o f an enem y; 
and it  was as little  remembered that an enemy had ever possessed a 
post within their country. Pylus was now so fortified that, as long as 
it  was open to supplies b y sea, no mode o f attack by land, with which 
the Lacedemonians were acquainted, would be erfectual against it ;  
a garrison o f Messenians from Naupactus infested the ncigliboring 
country with continual incursions; and the Helots, deserting in num
bers, found sure protection. In this situation o f things, the Lacedae
monian government anxiously desirous o f peace, expected only insult 
from the haughty temper of their-enemy, should they send ministers 
publicly to propose terms. They made, however, repeated trials by

^ KaXai Kayaiat: a  phrase which cannot be cxactty translated.
•**
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fecret negotiation. T h e  wiser and more moderate Athenians, and 

those o f  higher rank in general, wduld gladly have profited from present 

prosperity; to make an advantageous accommodation. B ut the arro

gance o f  the people, fed by success, and inflamed b y the boisterous 

eloquence o f  Cleon, now the popular favorite, made all endevors for 

the salutary purpose fruitless. '

177
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C H A P T E R  XVL

Of the P eloponnesian War, from the Application for Peace 
from L aced^ mon in the seventh Year, to the Conclusion of 
P eace between LACEDiEMON and A thens in the tenth 
Year.

S E C T I O N  I.

Exptdition under Nicias to the Corinthian Coast. Conclusion o f the 
Corcyrcean Sedition. Embassy fro m  Persia to Lacedccmon. Lace  ̂
dtemonian Hand o f  Cythera, and JEginetan Settlement at Thyrea  ̂
taken by the Athenians. Inhumanity o f the Athenians,

IF, stopping.for a m oment at this point o f  G recian history, we turn 

our view  b ack  to past transactions, as reported b y  the impartial 

pen o f  the cotem porary historian, we cannot but admire the able policy, 

the clear foresight, and the bold firmness o f  him who has b y  fome writers, 

antient and modern, been traduced as the wanton author o f  this, in the  

end, unfortunate war, the all-accom plished P ericles; and if  we take 

any interest in th e fate o f  Athens, or o f  Greece, w e cannot b u t regret 

that he was n o t y e t  livin g  to  co n d u ct to  a conclusion the scene o f  

bloodshed, through the opportunity which now offered, and to exert 

his capacious m ind tow anl the establishm ent o f  a  political union, 

w hich m ight have give n  stability to  peace through th e  country. 

W hat m ight have been done, had Pericles and his virtuojis and vene

rable friend the Spartan k in g Archidam us m et in su ch a crisis, we 

m ight amuse ourselves, perhaps n ot unprofitably, w ith  im agin in g, were 

we to take into the consideration all the circumstance's o f  th e times, 

as they remain reported b y T hu cydides, and illumined w ith  no incon

siderable collateral light, b y  other cotem porary and nearly cotem porary  

writers. A fter the general abolition o f  k in g ly  power, so fa ir  an oppor* 

tjunity certainly never occurred fbr carrying in to e ffe ct the noble 

. 3  project,
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project, said to have been conceived, and even attempted by Pericles, 
o f  a federal union of the Greek nation, M'hich might prevent hostility 
within itself, and alford means o f united exertion against forein enemies. 
But the desire simply o f keeping peace at home, perhaps never led to 
such a union among any people: some pressure o f a forein power is 
w anting; some overbearing neighbor,- or a g e n ia l superiority o f force 
in surrounding states. N o such pressure at this time bore upon 
Greece. Persia had ceased to give alarm: Macedonia was not yet 
formidable: Carthage had small inducement to turn her views to a 
country,, where war was so well understood, and riches so little 
abounded : the name o f Rome w'as scarcely known. The little repub
lics therefore o f Lacediemon and Athens, judging from experience o f 
the past, for they were not always led by the capacious mind o f a 
Pericles, vainly supposed themselves equal to resist any power ever 
likely to arise upon earth; an opinion indeed generally entertained, as 
the writings o f Plato and, Aristotle prove, even among the ablest poli
ticians o f the time j and tho Xenophon was aware o f their error, yet 
he was not aware of any good remedy for the weakness o f the antient 
republics, and the defects o f the political system o f Greece.

Under the controul of Cleon, the Athenian government was not 
likely to be distinguished for moderation; and the fortunate event o f 
that adventurer’s late presumptuous undertaking, increasing his favor 
with the people, would not lessen his own arrogance. The conduct of 
the war moreover, on the part o f the Athenians, was so far rendered 
easy,, by the decided superiority which their fleet possessed, and by the 
pledges in their hands, which secured them from invasion, that they 
might chuse their measures. A n y very consistent plan, as in the 
present circumstances o f their administration it was not very likely to be 
formed, so it was not absolutely necessary to success. Passion seems 
to have dictated their next undertaking: they would take revenge on 
the Corinthians, the first instigators o f the war,, and, upon all occasions, 
the most zealous actors in it. A  fleet n f eighty triremes was equipped, 
and a landforee imbarkedi, consisting o f two thousand Athenian heavy
armed foot and two hundred horse,, with the auxiliary troops of Miletus, 
Andrus, and Carystus, Nicias commanded. The armament, proceed-
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ing up the Saronic gulph, made the shore between Chersonesus and 
Rheitus, scarcely eight miles from Corintli, The Corinthians, apprized 
o f its destination by intelligence from Argos, had already assembled 
the whole force o f  their Peloponnesian territory, except five hundred 
men absent on garrison duty in Ambracia and Leucadia, and they 
marched to oppose the expected debarkation. But Nicias, moving in 
the night unobserved, landed his troops near Chersonesus. The Corin- 

Thucyd. 1. 4. thians, quickly informed by signals, hastened thither with half their 
forces, leaving the other half at Cenchreaj, for the security o f the 
neip;hboring coast and country. A  very obstinate action insued, in 
which, after various efforts, aud some turns o f fortune, the exertions of 
the Athenian horse decided the event o f the day. The Corinthian 
general being killed, with 'two hundred and twelve heavy-armed, the 
rest o f the army, distressed for want o f cavalry to oppose the Athenian, 
retreated, hut iVi good order, to some strong ground in its rear. The 
Athenians' stripped the enemy’s dead, and erected their trophy. The 
honor'of victory thus was clearly theirs, but the advantage gained was 
otherwise small: they dared not await the junction o f the forces from 
Cenchrese with the defeated arm y; and the less, as all the elders and 
youths in Corinth were besides hastening to join it, and ere long the 
neighboring allies would come in. Nicias therefore reimbavkecl his 
forces in such haste, that he left behind him two o f his dead, who had 
not been immediately found. Apprehensive, then o f the clamor and 
popular ill-will to tvhich this might give occasion, he sent a herald to 
the Corinthians to'request the bodies; and thus, according to Grecian 
maxims, surrendered the honor o f the trophy, and all claim to the glory 
o f victory.  ̂ •

But the decided command o f  the sea, which the Athenians possessed, 
gave them me^ns to distress their enemies greatly, with little risk to 
themselves. The antient ships o f  war were singularly commodious for 
operations upon a Coast ; moving any way in any wind, i f  not too fresh; 
and for debarkation and reimbarkation, wanting no intervention o f 
boats. While the Corinthians were a.ssembling all their forces in the 
neighborhood o f Chersonesus,the Athenians moved to the coast beyond 
CeuchrejB, now unguarded; and debarking near Crommyou, plundered

the
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the adjacent country, incamped for the night, and reimbarkirig early 
in the morning,.were thus at once secure from the revenge of the Corin
thian arms. They then proceeded to the Epidaurian coast, and seizing 
Methone, a town on a small peninsula between Epidaurus and Trcezen, 
they raised a fortification across the isthmus. The fleet then returned 
home ; but a garrison, left in Methone, carried depredation, as oppor
tunity offered, through the Troezenian, Epidaurian, and ilalian lands.

The close o f this.summer brought the tragedy o f the Corcyraean 
sedition to a conchision. Eurymedon and Sophocles, according to 
their instructions, making Corcyra in their way from Pylus to Sicily, 
debarked their forces, and, with the Corcyrasans o f the city, stormed 
the fort on mount Istone, held by the aristocratical Coreyraean^.; most 
o f whom, nevertheless, escaped to a neighboring eminence, so difficult 
o f approach that it was inexpugnable. Being however without means 
to subsist there, they were soon obliged to surrender; their auxiliaries 
to the discretion of the besieging army, and themselves to that o f the 
Athenian people. Eurymedon and Sophocles, unwilling to give to 
others the triumph of leading their prisoners into Athens, and to lose 
the popular favor which attaches strongly in the moment, but is pre- 

.sently diverted by new objects, placed them in the adjacent little Hand 
of Ptychia, as on their parole; with the condition, that i f  anyone 
should attempt escape, the benefit o f the capitulation should be for
feited for all. The atrociousness of what followed would be beyond 
belief, i f  it came attested by less authority than that o f Thucydides *. 
The chiefs of the democratical Corcyraeans feared that theii fellow- 
citizens o f superior rank, were the Athenian people to decree the 
doom, tho the Athenian people were not. always remarkable for mercy, 
might yet escape death. They devised therefore a fraud to seduce 
them to their own destruction. Persons likely to find confidence 
were employed to infuse apprehension that the Athenian generals 
intended to deliver them to the Corcyraean people; offering at the 
same, time to provide a vessel in which they m ight escape from what

* This was written before the transactions has met with information of what passed at 
in France had beggared all ideas formerly Lyons, after its surrender to the republican 
conceived, among the modern European arms, will be struck with the similarity of 
nations, on such subjects. The reader who some principal circumstances. -

they
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Tiiucyd. 1.4. they so beyond all things abhorred'. The prisoners gave into the 
snarCj and were taken in the ship. The capitulation^ was-undeniably 
broken, and the Athenian generals surrendered the wretched remains 
o f  the Corcyr®an nobility, i f  we may use the term, to the pleasure of 
their people. These then resolved that their revenge should be com
pleted, and that as far as might be consistent with public order, the 
Utmost indulgence for that passion should be allowed to every indivi
dual among the, soverein rnultitude. The prisoners were placed 
all in one large building. '|!’he people, in arms, formed a lane at the 
door. Twenty o f their unfortunate adversaries, bound together, were 
brought ou t at a time. Men with scourges drove on any that hesitated, 
while the armed citizens selected for revenge those to  whom they bore 
any UUwill,, Cutting and stabbing as the passion o f the moment excited.

C .4 8 . Sixty had been thus killed, when the r b t  received intimation o f what 
had been passing. Calling then,aloud to the Athenians to put them to 
death, if  such was their pleasure, they declared they would neither go 
out o f the building, nor permit any to  come in. The people ,̂ not to 
encounter their despair, got upon the roof and taking otf the covering, 
thence in safely discharged missile weapons. The prisoners endevored 
a t  first to defend themselves; but when night came on, nosym ptoni 
appearing o f any relaxation in the- animosity o f their enemies, they 
determined,to put the finishing strojke to their own m isery: some 
strangled themselves with the cords o f  some beds which -were in the 
place, some with, strips o f their own clothes, some used the weapons 
which had been discharged at them. When day broke, all were found 
deadv The corpses, heaped Upon waggons, were carried out o f  the 
city, and disposed: o f without; any o f those funeral ceremonies which, 
among the Greeks, a êre held o f such sacred importanee, Emrymedon, 
after the completion o f this aboroinabje scene o f treachery and cruelty, 
prosecuted his yoyago for Sicily. -

C'. 49. ■ The taking o f  Anactorium finished the successes o f  the Athenian
arms, and the operations o f  the ttan for the summer.'. Being attacked 
by the Athenian force from Naupactus, in conjunction with the Aqar- 
nanians, it was. betrayed into tbcit hands., TheinfoahitantSj a. Corinthian 
 ̂colony, underwent no severer fate than expulsion from their settlement,

and
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and the loss o f all their property. Their houses and lands were occu
pied by a ncAr colony drawn from the several towns o f Acarnania.

From the beginning o f the war, intrigue had been carrying on by the Thucyd. 1.4. 
Lacedremonian government Avith the court o f Persia; and that court, 
it appears, Avas not disposed to disdain negotiation with a little Grecian 
republic: but the distance, the difficulty and danger o f communica
tion, difference o f manners, and contrariety in maxims o f government, 
pride on both sides, and some apprehension, on that o f Lacedaemon, o f 
the superior Aveight of the Persian empire, had prevented any treaty

c. 50.

from being brought to a conclusion, In the autumn following the
affairs o f Pylus and C’orcyra, Avhile an, Athenian squadron, sent under 
the command o f Aristeides son of Archippus to collect tribute, lay at 
Eion upon the Strymon, Artaphernes, a Persian, Avas apprehehded there; 
and, his Avritings being seized and translated, it appeared that he AA'as 
commissioned by the king o f Persia, Artaxerxes, as bis minister to 
Lacedaemon;; that the puqjose, or at least the pretence o f his mission, 
Avas to bring to effect a treaty o f alliance with that state; and the 
reason was found alledged, that, o f several ministers Avho had passed 
from Lacedffimon into Persia, no two had carried the same proposals. 
Apparently, howcA’̂ er, the principal object of the Persian court A\̂ as to 
examine into the state o f things in Greece; for Artaphernes Avas not 
to conclude any treaty, but only to conduct into Persia ministers from 

' Lacedremon, sufficiently authorized to treat for their commonwealth. 
Aristeides immediately forwarded this important prisoner to Athens. 
The Aflienians had not hitherto solicited any alliance Avith Persia; yet 
they Were anxious not to embroil themselves Avith that powerful empire, 
while they Avere ingaged in war Avi th Peloponnesus. They would not 
hoAvever permit the minister to  proceed to Lacedaemon. He was con
veyed to Ephesus, and ambassadors from the Athenian people were 
appointed to attend him to the Persian court. But, on their arrival in  
Ionia, ncAA'̂ s o f the death o f Artaxerxes met them, and suqh troubles 
followed in the empire, that without proceeding farther, they returned 
tO: Athens.

Spring

After 24 
Seot.
P. W. 7.
Ol. 88. 4.,
B. C . 42,5..
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Spring advancing, the Lkcedsemonians, depressed b y their misfor
tunes, remained inactive ; but in Athens, while many were still desirous 
o f  peace, the^more restless and ardent spirits prevailed, and it was 
determined to push success, and press the Peloponnesians bn all sides. 

Thucyd. 1. 4. The iland o f Cythera was a very important appendage o f  the Lacedae
monian dominion ; the possession o f it was particularly advantageous 
for securing the Laconian and Messenian coast against piratical depre
dation ; and it was commodious for the purpose o f  such communica
tion with the fertile regions o f  Africa, as the wants o f  Sparta might 
occasionally require, and its institutions would permit. The lands 
were all possessed by Lacedmmonians; the government was admini
stered by a magistracy sent annually from Sparta; and a Spartan 
garrison was constantly kept there. Against this Hand an armament 
o f sixty triremes, with two thousand heavy-armed Athenian foot, a 
small body o f horse, and a considerable force o f auxiliary troops, sailed 
under the command of Nicias and Autocles. The garrison and inha
bitants were quickly compelled to surrender, without any condition 
but for their lives only.

The alarm which this event occasioned in Lacedmmon, and the 
measures taken in consequence, mark, not so much the want o f force 
in the hands o f the Lacedaemonian government, as the want o f ability 
to direct it. Descents upon the Lacedaemonian coast were expected, 
but where they would be attempted could not, be foreseen.. Their great 
legislator seems to have been well aware that a moving force may be 
more effectual for the protection o f a country than any fortifications, 
since he forbad that Sparta itself should be fortified. In opposition to 
this rnaxim, they now divided their strength in forts and strong posts, 
through the length o f their winding coast. The consequence was, 
that the Athenians could land anywhere without r isk ; they wasted 
the lands at pleasure; and having defeated tire only small body o f 
troops that rashly ventured to oppose them, they erected their trophy, 
and returned to Cythera, An Ionian trophy in Laconia Avas a thing 
unknown before, since the establishment o f the Dorians in the co u n try; 
and tho the consequence of the defeat was otherwise trifling, the fame 
o f  the event made a strong impression through Greece, and the Lace-

d^monians

c, 55.
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daemonians felt severely the injury to their reputation. The Athenians Thucyd. 1.4.
• • • . » c*

then sailing ag'ain from Cythera, after ravaging a part of the Epidau* • '
rian coast, proceeded to take their last revenge o f the unfortunate
iEginetans, now established at Thyrea, within the territory and’ under
the immediate protection o f Lacedjemon. Thyrea was situated, like
most o f  the older maritime towns of Greece, not ,upon the shore, but
about a mile from it, on rising ground, fitter for defence. But the
ALginetans, accustomed to affludnce, derived, not from their lands, but
from their maritime commerce, still directed "their views to the sea; and
were at this time busied in constructing a fort on the shore, for the
protection o f their shipping. On discovering the Athenian fleet they
hastily retired into Thyrea; which was however itself so deficiently
fortified, that a small band of Lacedaemonians o f the bordering country,
who had been appointed by their government to assist in raising and

. protecting the works, refused to share in the danger o f its. defence.
The Aiginetans, nevertheless, resolved to attempt the protection o f
the little property remaining to them. But Nicias, landing his whole
force, quickly overpowered them; and all, who did not fall in the
assault, became prisoners at discretion, together with their Lacedasrao-
nian governor, Tantalus, who had been wounded. T h ^ ’ea, being.
stripped o f everything valuable, was burnt, and the armament returned,
with the booty and prisoners, to Athens. A  despotic multitude was

- then to decide the fate of that miserable remnant o f a Grecian people,
once declared b y an oracle, and confessed by all Greece, the most
meritorious of the Greek nation, for their actions in its common defence
against tlie most formidable enemy that ever as.'̂ ailed i t . ' What few
individual tyrants could have thought o f without horror, the Athenian
people directed by a deliberate decree. Tlie law-indeed established b y
the Lacedjemonians, and sealed with the blood o f the unfortunate
PlatEeans, was but too closely followed, and the JEginetans were all _
executed. Tantalus was added to the, number o f living pledges,
obtained at Sphacleria, for the security o f Attica.

Another decision then waited the pleasure o f the Athenian people, 
tlie fate o f their new conquest of Cythera, and, particularly, that o f  
some o f  the principal inhabitants, whom the generals had thought it

V oL. I I . B B . unsafe
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unsafe to leave there.' These were distributed among the ilands of the 
' Athenian dominion. The rest o f  the Cytherians, to whom the capitu

lation only assured their lives, were, however left unmolested in their 
possessions; with a reserve only, from the whole Hand, o f  four talents 
in yearly tribute to  Athens.

S E C T I O N  II.

Effects o f  the Superiority gained by Athens in the JV ar; Sedition of 
Megara : Distress o f  Lacedaemon Movements in Thrace and 
Macedonia. Atrocious Conduct o f  the Lacedcemonian Government 
toward the Helots. Brasidas appointed to lead a Peloponnesian 
Army into Thrace: Lacedwmonian Interest secured at M egara.

B.C. «4 . 4 . superiority now acquired by the Athenians in the war,-began to
n-i 844
P. W . 8.

appear decisive. Their fleets commanded the seas and the ilands, 
without a prospect o f successful opposition from any quarter; their 
landforce was growing daily more formidable; while the Lacedem o
nians, in a manner, imprisoned within, Peloponnesus, and unable to 
defend even their own territory there, were yet more unable to extend 
protection to their still numerous allies beyond the peninsula. The 
extravagant vie^vs and \yild. presumption insuing among the Athenian 
people, which the vyin g flattery o f interested orators contributed not a 
little to inflame, are inarKed by tlieir own favorite poet, the admirable 
satirist o f  the age, - ‘ A  thousand c itie s ,sa y s  one, in his comedy o f 
The Wasps, ‘ pay tribute to Athens, N ow  were each ordered to  

' ‘ furnish subsistence for only twenty Athenians, twenty thousand o f
‘  us might' live 'in  all ease and luxury, in a manner Avorthy o f  the 
* dignity o f the republic, and o f  the trophy o f Marathon.’ In another 
comedy. The Birds, the extravagance o f  their petulant and presump- 

Anstoph,Av. tuous haughtiness is jeered : ‘ I t  is intolerable,’ says one o f  them, that 
V. 1,225. < vi'ej an, imperial people, commanding many cities, should be treated

‘ with an air o f superiority by the gods, ’ irho ought to know how to 
ijoso'"̂  ‘ respect us as their betters.’ . And in the same piece, the inordinate

craving

Aristoph.
yesp. v.rU5,
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craving o f .their restless ambition is ludicrously noted : report being 
spied o f a new city founded in the air by the birds, the Athenians are 
represented as immediately earnest to send thither'their superintend- 
ants and their decrees \  Indignation, hatred, animated and obstinate 
enmity became o f course mixed with the fear which the prevalence o f 
their arms infused through a large portion o f the Greek nation, and 
hence arose a fermentation which principally gave birth to the trans
actions now requiring attention. , , ’ ' -

The circumstances o f the little republic o f Megara, the nearest Thucyd. 1.4, 
neighbor to Athens, were peculiar. Tho the government was demo- 
cratical, and the chiefs o f the aristocratical party, with a large portion 
o f their adherents, in exile, yet the autient animosity between Megara 
and Athens did not cease. Fear o f the tyranny o f the Athenian people 
kept even the democratical party connected with Lacedaemon. Mean- 

• while adversity inforcing moderation among the Lacedaemonians, against 
their usual practice, they allowed the Megarians to chpse their form 
o f  government, tho a Peloponnesian garrison, under a Lacedaemonian 
governor, held their port o f Nisaea, a mile only from the city, with 
which,-as Athens with JPeiraeus, it had a fortified communication. A t  
the same time the iflet o f Minoa, taken, as we have seen, by Nicias, . 
close upon the mouth o f the harbour, was occupied by an Athenian 
garrison ; and twice in every year it had been as a rule for the Athe
nian forces to overrun and ravage the Megarian territory. Y e t the 
aristocratical exiles, having possessed themselves o f Pegce, the Mega
rian port on the Corinthian gulph, were enemies, to those in the 
city , C3<ceeding the Athenians in animosity almost as much as they 
were inferior in power: their watchfulness for every opportunity o f 
plunder,, waste, and slaughter, was incessantly harrassing. The distress 
which this complicated pressure brought upon Megara, rendering the 
lower people dissatisfied with their leaders, imboldehed the remaining 
friends o f  aristocracy. Depending upon countenance from Lacedse* 
mon, they ventured to propose a composition with the exiles, and to 
urge it as of indispensable necessity, to prevent impending ruin. The

* The French, in the paroxysm of their democraticaTmania, seem to have borrowed 
from this antique joke their idea of sending commissioners to fraternize all nations.

B B ji • leaders
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leaders o f  the democratlcal party, finding this proposal grow popular, 
and fearing that the fall o f  their powers and perhaps the necessity o f 
seeking safety in exile, might follow, negotiated secretly with the 
Athenian generals, Hippocrates son o f  Ariphron, and Demosthenes son 
o f Alcisthenes. Tenns being settled,.it was proposed to put the Athe
nians in possession o f the walls connecting the city with its port; and, 
communication between the Peloponnesian party in the former, and the 
Peloponnesian troops in the latter, being thus’intercluded, both, it was 
hoped, must quickly fall. , . i

Matters then being prepared, Hippocrates conducted a squadron by 
nigl)t to Minoa, while Demosthenes marched a sufficient landforeC, and 
the long walls-were mastered with little opposition. .The. Megarian 
conspirators had taken measures for introducing the Athenian army 
into the city j but suspicion among the Peloponnesian party produced 

Thucyd. l.4» precautions that disappointed their purpose. Intelligence o f this being' 
. communicated to the Athenian generals, they resolved to direct their 

whole force immediately against Nisma, which, they thought, might 
thus be taken before any assistance could arrive from Peloponnesus; 
and then Megara, a considerable party within its Avails favoring them, 
w'Ould probably not* hold long. The select force V h ich  they had first 
led from Athens was joined by all the troops that could be spared from 
the guard o f the eity, together Avith their usually attending slaves. A  
eontravallation Avas immediately begun against Nissea: those houses 
o f  the suburbs M'bicli lay conveniently for the purpose, formed a part 
o f  it;  the others furnished materials for the,rest; and the Avork was 
prosecuted Avith such diligence, that in tAVO days-it,Avas nearly com
pleted from the long AÂ alls to the sea. The garrison o f Nis^a, totally 
Avithout magazines, had received subsistence daily from.Megara. N ot 
only they Avere noAv deprived o f this, but all communication being- 
precluded, they supposed the city already in the power o f the opposite 
party. Despairing therefore o f  being able to make any effectual 
resistance, they capitulated. The Athenian generals required all 'the 
Lacedjemonians as prisoners at discretion: the others they agreed to 
ransom at a specified price. -

Eacedtemon, from the beginning o f the AA'ar, far from having any
, man

    
 



ISe c t . 1 I . DISTRESS QF LACEDAEMON. 1S9

xnan capable o f balancing the extraordinary abilities o f a Pericles in 
the siiprenie direction o f affairs, had produced none to equal the science 
and activity o f a Phormion or a Tfemosthenes in the conduct o f a 
campain. A t this time, as Thucydides assures us, a general atid very 
unusual dejection prevailed in Sparta. A  series o f misfortune and 
defeat was what the Lacedgemonians • had not for. ages experienced.
In the regular course o f their singular government they were accus-' 
tomed to overbear opposition; insomuch that it seemed as i f  great 
abilities in a leader were superfluous: wisdom, communicated by edu
cation and practice to every individual o f the state, appeared as 
sufficient, as it was always ready, for public purposes upon all occasions. ,
But a new business was now undertaken, for which their great legis
lator not- only had not provided, but which his institutions strongly 
forbad. They |iad ingaged in a naval war, a complicated war, and 
unavoidably a protracted war. To conduct this, other abilities and 
other management were necessary, than had sufficed for the simple 
warfare o f  former ages. But, in seven campains, only one man among 
them had yet distinguished h i m s e l f h e  was still a young man; and 
the Spartan institutions were singularly unfavorable to enainence in ■ 
youth. The good-fortune-however o f Brasidasj in his gallant oppo
sition to the first descent o f the Athenians'on’ the Messenian coast, 
did not.follow him in his succeedinglattem’pts; he had been foiled 
in all. Blit Brasidas could learn from misfortune. Without being 
dejected b y  it. Q f a temper - as persevering, and a genius as fruitful 
as his understanding was strong and his courage clear, he alone among 
the Lacedgenio.nians was looking around for opportunities of new enter- 
prize, which might relieve his country from the evils which pressed it, 
from the humiliation into which it was fallen, and from the greater 
evils wdiich threatened. ' , ,

Some circumstances appeared favorable to his views, and particularly 
the alarm arising, on all sides, at the progress o f the Athenian power; 
long since irresistible by sea, and now growing more and more for
midable by land. The terror o f it had induced the Sicilian Greeks to Thucyd. f. 
repress the animosities and accomnfodale the differences which had ^ 
long prevailed between the several cities o f their iland. Those who

had
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-.liacl been fitends to Athens would no farther promote its power; those 
tv ho had been enemies would no farther irritate its vengeance: the 
determination wjas general to maintain peace within the ilanch and a 
neutrality with regard ta  tire differences o f the mother-country. But 

Tlmcyd. 1.4. the revolted cities in Thrace had not equally the means of chusing 
their party. E xpecting that the vengeance which had cut off the 
people o f  .Eg'iha from the face o f the earth, would next fa ll upon tliem,. 
there was nothing which they were not ready to undertake in oppo
sition to the power which gave them such apprehensions. Nor was 
the king o f  Macedonia easy in any confidence that he could place in 
his present alliance with the Athenian coihmohwealth, with which he 
had been so often at enm ity: and while he was not without appre
hension for the safety o f what he already possessed, he was incited by 
views o f ambition to which his connection with Athens'was ad verse ; 
for he coveted the province o f  Lyncus, or Lyncestis, which the Athe- ’ 
nian alliance in some degree guaranteed to its prince Arrhibreus.

These circumstances bringing the Macedonian monarch and - the 
chiefs o f the Chalcidian towns to a Communication o f counsels, they 
had carried on in common a secret negotiation^ at LacedEemon. They 

«. 80. desired a body o f Peloponnesian troops,, for w’hich they offered to pro
vide all supplies; and, with such assistance, they ingaged, not only to 
maintain the Peloponnesian interest in the revolted towns, but to 
extend the revolt. The Lacedsemonian government gladly received a 
proposal to draw the war from their doors, where it  now pressed them> 
and employ the Athenians in  the defence o f  their distant possessions. 
But means to send the desired succour were not obvious; for.by sea 
they could neither oppose, nor easily evade the Athenian fleets; and by 
land the march was long and difficult; through the territory, in partj 
o f  uncertain friends, i f  not o f declared enemies. Brasidas was the man 
to put himself forward for the conduct o f  an undertaking, which to 
timidity and inertness appeared impossible, and to injudicious boldness 
would have been really so. '
• But the Eacedasnaonian administration was composed o f  men far 

different from brasidas. Tho ^hey anxiously desired to  carry the 
' war to a  distance, they, feared to, diminish their force at home;

where
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where their own slaves, objects o f jealousy now more tjian ever, 
since Pylus. was-held by Messenians, caused them greater appre- 
hensi'oiis than, their forein enemies. A  more nefarious measilre than 
that to which they resorted for obviating the danger, is not re
corded in history, nor easily to be imagined. Proclamation was 
made, that any Helots, who thought themselves capable o f meriting Thucyd. 1. 
freedom and the dignity o f Laciedasmonian citizens, by their actions in 
irms, m ight present themselves to the magistracy, and a number should c.^7. 
be selected, to be put upon the honorable trial. This was supposed a 
ready and a safe method for discovering which among* them would be 
most forward to revolt : for the same high spirit would incite to seek 
freedom and the rank o f citizens, by deeds o f danger, i f  opportunity 
offered,, equally against Lacedaemon as against the enemies o f Lace
daemon. About two thousand v'ere accordingly chosen; and, being 
crowned with chaplets, were marched in solemn procession around the 
temples.. Thus, as they were given to expect, they were to receive 
freedom by being admitted to communicate in religious rites with the 
free. Soon after they disappeared, and the massacre was managed with 
such careful secresy, that in what manner any one o f them perished 
was never known. ' ‘

After this shocking and dastardly precaution, the Spartan ministry 
less scrupled to send a part of their force on a forein expedition. Still 
however they would allow no more than seven hundred Lacedcemo- 
iiians* for the hazardous attempt to march by land as far as Thrace. But 
the reputation of Brasidas for prudent and ingaging conduct among Thucyd. l.-s.. 
the allies of Lacedaemon, as well as for ability and activity in military 
command, had reached Chalcidicê  and the leading men, in the ^

c. 81.

3 — which Roliin and some 9f  the
commentators have understood to mean 

■ lielots. But Smith, with his usual caution, 
translating literally and explaining nothing, 
must he understood to mean Lacedaemo-_ 
nians; and I  think Thucydides meant to be 
so understood. In the 34th chapter of his 
fifth book we learn that the Helots who 
fought under Brasidas were presented with 
their freedom, but tliey were removed from

Laconia, and- established as a  colony in 
Lepreum. But in the 67th chapter of the 
same boo,k we find the Brasidian soldiers, 
bfacri^tit r̂ <*T»wra>, holding apparently a 
post of hoiKir in the line of tlie Lacedajmo- 
nian army; and they are there distinguished 
from the the newly admitted
citbeus. They are mentioned again in the; 
71st, 72d, and 74th chapters.

revoltetl
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revolted towns, had solicited his appointment to the command of the 
armament intended for their support. Their solidtalipn met the 
wishes o f  Bra-sidas; and the Lacedaemonian ministry did not refuse 
him an honor for which there seems to have been no competitor. He 

Tiuieyd;!. 4 increase the scanty force assigned him, as he could, by interest,
or by hire, among the Relopounesian states.

It happened that he was preparing in Sicyon and Corinth for his 
march northward, when he received information o f  the measures of the 
Athenians against Megara. Brasidas thought no business not his, in 
which he could serve his country. The allies o f the immediate neigh
borhood felt as he did for the safety o f  Megara, and o f the Pelopon
nesian garrison in Nistea. In addition therefore to the troops collected 
foi\ the Thracian expedition, tw o thousand seven hundred Corinthians, 
aftd a thousand Sicyonians and Phliasians, put themselves under his 
command ; and a requisition was dispatched into Bceotia for the force 
o f  that country to meet him at Ti:ipodiscus, a village o f Megaris, 
situate under mount Geraneia. On his march, intelligence met him, 
that Nisaea was already taken; upon which, leaving his army at 
Tripodiscus, he hastened, in the night, with three hundred chosen 
men, to Megara, and arrived tinder its walls, undiscovered by the Athe
nians. Meanwhile a singular kind o f  concord, between the factions 
in Megara, had been produced by mutual fear. The democratical 
chiefs apprehended, that the admission o f a Lacedasmonian general 
would be immediately followed by the restoration o f the exiles, and 
their own banishment; the aristocraticai party not less feared, that the 
consequence o f any alarm to the popular mind, would be a prevailing 
resolution to admit the Athenians, which would produce their own 
inevitable ruin. A  momentary compromise was therefore followed by 
a unanimous resolution not to admit Brasidas. Both parties expected 

V a  battle between the Athenian and Peloponnesian armies; and, when 
the event o f that was decided, tliey might* clause their measures, 
they thought,' more safely. .Brasidas therefore-, after havm g in vain 
attempted to remove the apprehensions o f both, withdrew to  Tripo
discus. .

Before the arrival o f the messenger from Corinth, the Boeotians, in
alarm

c. 72.
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alarm for their allies of Megara, had been ,assembling;their forces; anci 
by daybreak Brasidas was joined at Tripodiscus by two thousand two 
hundred o f their heavy-armed foot, with the very important addition 
o f six hundred horse. The whole of his heavy-armed foot amounting 
thus to six thousand, a force superior to the reg'ular troops of the Athe
nian army before !^!egara, he marched immediately for that place. The 
Boeotian horse presently put to flight the Athenian light troops, scattered 
over the plain. The Athenian cavalry advancing to protect them,, a 
sharp action insued, in w'hich the commander of the Boeotian horse was 
killed, with little advantage otherwise gained on either side. The 
measures o f Brasidas mark the judicious commander, who knew when to 
refrain, as well as how to dare. It was notorious, that the Megarians 
watched the event to decide their measures. Brasidas therefore chose 
for his camp an advantageous situation, very near Megara, and w'aited xhucyd. 1. i. 
there. The Athenian generals, having already cafried'their purpose in a 
great degree, deemed it utterly tinadvisable, for what remained, to risk 
the army they commanded, under disadvantageous circumstances, 
against a superior force. As soon then as the Megarians of the oligar- c.74. ' ’
chal party were convinced that the Athenians would not venture a 
battle, they-uo longer hesitated to introduce Brasidas; upon which the 
Athenian g-enerals,' leaving a garrison in Nisma, withdrew to Athens. »
Brasidas, after a very essential service to his country and its allies, thus 
effected without hazard, except to his own person, returned to Corinth.

What followed, in Megara, seems to have been among the instances 
o f  depravity in Grecian manners, to which Thucydides has in general Thucyd. l.s. 
terms adverted, imputing it in some degree to the example set in’ the 
Corcyraan sedition. Those Megarians o f the democratical party, who 1. 4.C.74. 
had been most forward in the Athenian interest, fearing apparently 
the concurrence of the enmity of Lacedairaon w ith that o f their fellow- 
citizens, avoided worse consequences by a voluntary exile. Those who 
had been less violent in party-measures, thought they might then make' 
a composition with the aristocratical party. A  conference was accord-” 
ingly held for the purpose. W hat the democratical leaders most feared 
was the return o f those aristocratical chiefs who were in exile at Peg®:
Their restoration however was not to be obviated, but it was agreed 
. V oXm II . C  c that
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tliat a complete amnesty for all past transactions should be solemnly 
sworn to by all. The exiles accepted the eonditionj and took the oath. 
They were presently raised to. the principal officfes o f  their little state.. 
Taking then the opportunity o f  a general review o f arms,, for which'the- 
people., o f the Grecian towns were usually from time to tiine assembled, 
they apprehended a hundred o f those whom they considered as having- 
been most their enemies j. preferred an accusation o f  treason against 
them before the assembled people ; and, condemnation being pro-- 
nounced, all were executed. The superiority o f  the oll^’archal party 
being . thus rendered decisive, the supreme power in Megara, says. 
Thucydides, remained long vested in. very few hands.

' S E C T I O N  III.

Sedition in Bototia and P h ocis: Attempts o f  the Athenians against  ̂
' Bceoiia:. Battle o f  Delium : Siege o f  Deliurn,. .

B .  €. 4 2 4 ,. T h j e  advantage gained' by Athens'in the war continued to extend its 
effects. The partizans of democracy in all the ■ oligarchal republics, 
hut with still more eagerness the numerous democratical exiles, wer« 
everywhere watching for opportunities to. profit from the turn in the 
affairs o f Greece. In: this state o f things a plan was concerted for a 

Thucyd. 1.4o. revolution in Bceoiia; Ptceodorus, a Theban exile, was at the head of 
the business; some banished Orchomenians were among the most 
zealous and. active in it.; and a party, in. Phocis was. prepared to jo in  
them on the first favorable occasion.. The Orchomenians undertook to: 
ingage mercenary troops in Peloponnesus for persons either by prin
ciple or by circumstances disposed to favor democracy, or open to the- 
persuasion o f bribery, Avere to be found under all oligarchal govern
ments. ptceodorus meanwhile communicated with the Athenian ‘ 
generals Hippocrates and Demosthenes, and a project was formed for. 
betraying Siphse and Chjeronasa into their hands; the former a sm all 
seaport o f the Thespian territoiy on the Corinthian g u lp h ; the other, 
an inland town o f  the Orchomenian territory, on the borders o f  Phocis. 
The Athenians- yvere at the same time to seize and fortify  DeJium, a.-

temple;
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' temple o f Apollo in tlie Tanagrsean district, near the coast overagaimt 
Euboea; and the intentioii being that these attempts on distant points 
should take place on the same day, it n̂ as expected the distraction 
would prevent effectual opposition anywhere. I f  then the democratical 
party in Boeotia should not be imboldened everywhere immediately to 
rise, yet those posts being securely occupied, and inroads made from 
them as opportunity offered, with due incouragement given to the 
revolted and to those disposed to revolt, the whole o f Bceotia would 
quickly be brought under democratical sway, and .of course into the 
alliance arid under the protection, which would be, in a great degree, 
to be under die dominion o f Athens.

Such was the project: for the execution, while Hippocrates kept the Thucyd.L*. 
force in Attica prepared, Demosthenes conducted a fleet o f  forty triremes 
around Peloponnesus toN aupactus; and, to prevent suspicion of the 
principal design, began operations against the enemies o f the Athenian 
confederacy In the western provinces. On his arrival, he found 
(Eniadas, so long the thorn o f  Acarnania, already reduced by his allies 
o f that province. Being joined by those allies, , he marched against 
Salynthius, prince o f Agrais in AEtolia, who was quickly compelled to 
submit to his terms. After then reducing some hostile towns or clans 
o f inferior note, and settling the affairs o f those parts to his satisfaction, 
he returned to Naupactns, to prepare for the execution o f the greater 
enterprize concerted at Athens. '

In the autumn, having collected a considerable force o f Acarnanians ‘=•̂**9* 
and other allies of the western provinces, he sailed for Siphce; but on octob* 
his arrival he bad the mortification to find the'place strongly garrisoned, 
and,well provided, and the whole strength o f Boeotia prepared to oppose > 
him. ' I t  appeared afterward that not only the design had been betrayed 
to the enemy, but through mistake o f the day on which it was to be 
executed, Hippocrates had not moved from Athens to make the 
expected diversion in the east o f Boeotia. T o attempt anything at 

- Siphie therefore appeaVing useless, Demosthenes, after an unsuccessful 
•descent upon the Sicyonian coast, reconducted his armament to c. lo^ 
Naiipactus. ■

The Boeotians, in giving security to Siphse, seem not to have been p. 90.
; c  c a aware
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aware o f M'hat was intended against the opposite side o f  their country. 
Hippocrates therefore, marching., w ith  the whole force o f Attica, 
citizens, metres, and foreiners*, to Delium, on what he conceived to be 
the appointed day, found nothing there to oppose him. The object 
was to fortify the post in all haste, so as to render it tenable by a gar
rison. , A  ditch Avas therefore excavated, and a wall o f  earth raised, 
with wooden towers at intervals. The antient manner o f fortification 
retjuiring height and perpendicularity, the waU'was strengthened with 
piles, formed o f the timbers o f some neighboring houses, and faced 
with interwoven vine-branches, cut near the spot. The work was begun 
on the morning o f the third day after the army marched from Athens; 
and being nearly f  nished by noon o f the fifth, the general then ordered 
the army to move homeward, while he should give final directions to 
the garrison, for the disposition o f their guards and the completion o f 
the works. The irregulars and all the light-troops immediately pressed 
their march the heavy-armed halted, a little more than a mile from; 
the place, to wait forjh e  general.

In consequence, meanwhile, o f intelligence communicated, through 
Boeotia, the forces o f  all the towns o f the province had been assembled, 
under the eleven Boeotarcs, atTanagra. There information came to  
them that the Athenian ^rmy had begun its march homeward; upon 
which a council o f war was held, and the majority determined not to 
seek a battle. Pagondas, however, one o f the two Theban Boeotarcs, 
whose turn o f command it was for the day, dissatisfied with the deter
mination of the council, addressed his eloquence to the troops, and so 
efficaciously, that -he excited a general ardor for ingaglng. Having;

®. 93. thus provided for obedience to his orders, in opposition to his collegues- 
in office, tho it was already late in the day,, he 'would not Ipse the 
opportunity, hut immediately led the army against the Athenians.

'Thucyd. li 4.
it. 9U

*■ — ’A6> ifd i»Vf w a A f i U ,  d v r t i f , Hctr ru( 
—Omni.

Atheniensiura pqpulo, civibus, incolis, et, 
■ peregrin’s quotquot aderaat. Duk'er.—TAe 
■'whole' force o f  Athens,, as well citizens as so-- 
journers, not excepting eveil the foreiners who 
chdiieei at that time to he there,. Smith..

These translations are not satisfactory; and.' 
we find no assistance from notes. The pre
cise distinction, however, between /xeT»t*o{, 
and |tK>5, tho we should be glad to know 
what it, was,, is not particularly injpbrtant 
here, ^

, • Wherp’
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Where an intervening hill prevented them from seeing him, while the 
distance was small, he halted to form his order o f  battle; and then 
marching up tire hill, rested upon the top.

Hippocrates was yet a!t Delium, when information was brought o f Thucyd. "La . 
the unexpected approach of the Boeotians. Leaving a body o f three 
hundred horse, who attended him, to watch an opportunity^for attack
ing the enemy in the rear, he proceeded himself with all speed to join 
the main body o f his army. When he arrived it was already formed: 
for action. He rode along the line, making a short speech o f incou- 
ragement; but scarcely had reached the center when the. Boeotians 
moved down the hill, giving the shout o f battle. Upon this he ordered 
immediately to advance, Recording to the usual practice o f the age, 
it being esteemed disadvantageous to remain stationary and receive 
the onset.

The heavy foot on eaoh side were about six thousand. The Boeotians 
had, beside.s, a thousand horse, five hundred targeteers, and above ten 
thousand light-armed. The Athenian light-armed, whose march, it cig-s. 
appears, had been stopped in time, were more numerous, but less dis
ciplined and worse appointed, the regular light-troops of'th e  republic 
being mostly on forein service. The Thebans o f the Boeotian army, i f  
we may trust and can understand our copies of Thucydides, were formed- 
no less than twenty-five deep ; the other Boeotians variously, according 
to the practice o f the several towns, or the opinions o f the commanders.
The Athenian army was disposed in files o f eight men. The horse o f 
both armies were placed in the wingSi The extremes, howeverj o f  
neither could come into action, being prevented ‘by the intervention o f 
deep water-gullies. The field was well disputed between the rest; im 
action so close, that they joined opposing slnelds; and where weapons- 
could net avail against the compact arrangement o f  defensive armour,^

■ they endev'ored to break each other’s line by force o f pushing. With* 
their right wing the Athenians obtained the advantage, so that the 
extremity o f the enemy’s left retreated toward their own right. N ext 
in the Boeotian line to the troops which gave way, were thnThespians, 
whose left flank being thus exposed, they were surrounded, and suffered* 
greatly. But in .this evolution the conquerors fe ll_ into disorder, and,

. ' meeting.
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•jneetiug in action, ingaged one another. Meanwhile Pagondas, with 
the Thebans, in .the right o f the Bceotian line, was gaining advantage 
against the Athenian left. Information reaching him o f the distress 
o f his own left, he sent two squadrons* of horse around the hill, who 
came unawares upon the victorious wing o f the Athenians, while they 
were yet in the confusion which they had themselves created. Panic 
seized them, and thet" fled : the rest o f their line, already severely 
pressed, finding themselves thus deserted, quickly joined in the flight, 
and the rout became complete : some made toward Deliiim, some to the 
port o f Oropus, some to mount Parnes, others variously as hope o f safety 
pointed the way. .

A  reinforcement o f Lperian troops joined the Boeotian army in the 
moment o f victory, ^ eing comparatively fresh, they undertook pur
suit, together with the "Bceofian cava lry; and the event would have 
been very fatal to  the Athenians, i f  approaching night had not favored 

t»lat. Laches,'their escape. I t  was upon this occasion that the philosopher Socrates, 
who served anipng th e Athenian infantry, pressed by the pursuing 
enemy, was in imminent danger o f  being put to the sword, when his 
pupil Alcibiades, coming up with a body of cavalry, gave such effectual 
protection, that Socrates, with those about him, made good their' 
retreat®, iNear^.a thousand, however, o f the Athenian heavy-armed 

T h u c y d .  1 .  4 .  Hippocrates, the commanding, general, and .a much greater
number o f the light-armed and irregulars. When pursuit had been 
pushecT as far as iCirqumstances would permit, Pagondas raised his 
trophy, collected the spoil, and, leaving a strong guard over the 
.enemy’s dead, retired with the main body o f his army to Tanagra.

N ext day a herald was sent by the surviving commanders o f  the 
.Athenian troops, to request the accustomed leave for burying the slain. 
On his way he met a Boeotian herald, who^assured him that Jiis labor

p. 181. t.2.
& Conviv* 
p.221. t.3. 
Plut. vit.

C. 101.

-c .,9 7 .

• Strabo relates that Socrates saved his 
jpapil Xenpphpn ip this battle. Athehajus, 
as is observed by Casapbon, jp his pote on 

-.the passage, has showp that this could not 
.be (Athen. 1. 5 . c. 15.) ahd he deduces his 
proof from Plato. Yet Barthelenii, in his

Anacharsis, not only tells the stoiy from 
Strabo, but has been so careless as to refer 
to Plato for authority for it. In  the passage 
o f Plato to .which he refers (Conviv. p. 231; 
t. 3 .) not a syllable is to be found to the 
purpose.

would
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would be vam, and that he would do best to accompany him back to 
the Athenian camp, whither he was going. The Athenian complied ; 
and audience being given to th'e Boeotian herald by the principal 
officers, he represented, ‘ that the Athenians had violated the common 
‘  law of the Greeks, by which i t  was established, tliat, in any invasion
* o f each other’s territories, no temple should be profaned:- that in for- 
‘ tifying Delium, they had made tbe'sacred precinct a habitation for 
 ̂ men, and whatever men usually do in a profane place was done there;;

‘ particularly the water, winch the Boeotians had always held it unlaw- 
‘ ful for themselves to touch but for holy ablution^ was drawn for all
‘ common uses: that the Boeotians therefore, hi their own name and in^
‘  that o f  the god, invoking the gods o f  the country and Apollo, warned 
 ̂ them to quit the temple, and clear it o f whatever belonged to them.’

Amid the most serious political concerns, with the utmost disregard o f  
all moral obligations, we find such matters o f  meer religious ceremony 
often deeply ingagingthe attention of the Greeks. The Athenians, in TbucydA.^* 
return, sent their own belaid to the Boeotian camp, who represented;
‘ that the Athenians neither had profaned the temple, nor would inten- 
‘ tionally do so; that, by the common law of the Greeks, with the 

possession o f territory the possession o f  temples always passed : that 
‘ the Boeotians themselves> who had acquired their present country by-

* ‘ conquest, had taken possession o f the temples of other people, which- 
“ they had ever since held as their ow n; ‘that" if, in the necessity to 
‘ which the Athenians w'ere impelled by the unjust violence q f  the

Boeotians and their other enemies, to use extraordinary means for 
‘ securing their country against invasion, they had disturbed the sacreffi 
‘ fountain, they depended upon the indulgence o f the gotl for the- 
* transgression, if  it was one, where no offbnee was intended: that; on 
‘ the contrary, the .refusal o f  tlie Boeotians to restore the Athenian 
‘  slain, was an impiety without excuse: finally, that the Athenians 

considered Delium as theirs by conquest, and would not evacuate it;;
' but they nevertheless demanded that their dead should be restored^
' according to the laws and customs of all the Greeks, transmitted from 

their forefathers.’ The Boeotians appear to have felt the imputatios

o.t
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4. o f impiety and contravention o f the institutions, o f  their forefathers  ̂
for they endevored to obviate it by an evasion. They said, that, if 
Oropia, the district in which the battle was fought and Delium stood, 
was a Boeotian territory, the Athenians ought to quit what was not 
theirs, and then their dead should be restored; but i f  it was an.Athe
nian territory, to ask permission o f others for anything to be done there 
was superfluous. W ith this the negotiation ended, and the Boeotians 
prepared immediately to besiege Delium.

We learn, from the details o f sieges remaining from Thucydides, 
that the Greeks o f his age were not only very deficient in the ait of 
attacking fortifications, but that their ihechanics were defective, to a 
degree that we could not readily suppose o f  those w’ho had carried the 
arts o f masonry and sculpture so high. Fortunate for the people o f the 
age, in the incfficacy of governments to -give  security to their subjects,, 
that it, was so, and that thus, tho^ who could find subsistence within a 
fortification m ight generally withstand assault. The Boeotians were 
far from thinking the army, ndth which they had defeated the whole 
. le n g t h  iOf Attica, sufficient for the reduction o f a fort o f  earth and 

4.100. wood, constructed in three days, and hopeless o f relief. Tw o thousand' 
Corinthians, a body o f Megarians, and part o f the Peloponnesian gar
rison which had escaped from Nisrna, joined them after the battle. Still 
they thought themselves deficient in troops'practised in the use of 
missile weapons, and they sent for some dartmen and slingers from the 
^lalian bay. A fter all perhaps they would have beeri foiled, but for an 
engiBe invented for the occasion. A  large tree, in the want o f instru
ments for boring, was sawed in two, lengthways; and the parts, being 
excavated, were, rejoined, so as to form a pipe, at one end o f which, 
protected by iron plates, was suspended by chains a large cauldron, 
into which, from the end of the wooden pipe, a tube o f iron projected. 
On the seventeenth day after the battle, the preparations were com- 

Novem. plete. The machine, being raised on wheels, was moved to that part 
o f the fort where vine-branches and wood appeared to have been most 
used in the construction. The Cauldron W’as then filled with sulphur, 
pitch, and burning charcoal; large bellows were applied to  the opposite 
iend o f the cylinder; and a fire was thus raised that rendered it impos- 

4  • ' sible
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sible for any living- being to remain in the adjoining part o f the fort. 
During the confusion thus created, the besiegers, chusing their moment 
foi; assault, carried the place. A  considerable part of_the garrison 
nevertheless found opportunity for flight, and saved themselves by 
getting aboard an Athenian squadron which lay-off the neighboring 
coast; some however were killed, and, what \vas most important, about 
two hundred were made prisoners. _ Presently after, but while the event 
was yet unknown, at Athens; a herald-arrivings to demand again the 
bodies o f the slain in the late battle, obtained them without difficulty.

201

S E C T I O N  IV.

M arch -of ̂ Brasidas into Thrace. Transactions in Macedonia
and Thrace.

T h e s e  transactions protracted the campain in Greece to a late season, 4^4. 
Meanwhile Brasidas, having put Megara into a state o f security, 
returned to Corinth, and wdiile summer was not yet far advanced, had Tlmcyd. 1.4. 

set forward on his difficult and hazardous march toward Thrace. Pie 
had collected a thousand heavy-armed Peloponnesians in addition to 
his seven hundred Lacedaimoliians. As far as the new Lacedaemonian 
colony o f the Trachinian Heracleia, he passed through friendly terri*

.tories ; but there he arrived on the border of a country, not indeed at 
declared enmity with Kparla, but-allied to Athens; and across 
Thessalian plains, in defiance o f the Thessalian'cavalry, with his -small 
band, which,- including the light-armed and slaves, would scarcely 
exceed four thousand men, he could not attempt to force his way. The 
greatest part o f Thessaly was nominally under democititical govern
ment, and the democratical party was zealous iii the Athenian ^^iance 
yet, in most of the towns, the interest o f a few powerful men princir 
pally decided publiq measures. This facilitated negotiation, and 
Brasidas was not less able in negotiation than in arms. Emplo^dng 
sometimes the interest of the king o f Macedonia, sometimes that o f 
other allies, and never neglecting the moment o f opportunity for

VOL.  II. D  j> gaining
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gaining a step, he obtained free passage as far as the river Enipeus. 
There he found a body in arms, whose leaders declared their resolution 
to oppose his farther progress, and expressed, in reproaches'to his 
-Thessalian guides, their resentment at the permission and assistance so 
far given to an army of strangers passing through the' country, unau- 

. fhorized by the general consent o f the Thessalian people. Fair word's, 
discreetly used, nevertheless softened them ; and, after no long treaty, 

Tbncyd. 1. 4. Btasidas obtained unmolested passage. Through the remainder, of 
Thessaly/ dubiously disposed to him, but unprepared for immediate 
opposition, he made his way by forced marches till he reached Perrhas- 
b ia ; among, whose people, subjects o f  the Thessalians, he had provided, 
b y previous negotiation, for a favorable reception. The difficult pas
sage over mount Olympus, which was next to be undertaken, made 
the friendship o f the Perrhsebians particularly important. Under their 
guidance he arrived with his force intire at Dium, on the northern side 
o f Olympus, where he was within the dontinion o f his ally the king of 
Macedonia.

Here the difficulties o f  his march ended, but difficulties o f  another 
kind arose. A  common interest in opposing Athens had united the 
■ king o f Macedonia with Lacedaemon, and with the allies o f Lace- 
d®mon in his neighborhood; but their interests were otherwise diffe
rent, and their views, in some points, opposite. The principal object 
o f  Perdiccas Was to  subdue the' province called Lyncus, or Lyncestis, 
among the mountains on the western frontier o f Macedonia, and far 
from the Grecian colonies. This was a measure by no means calcu
lated to promote the interest o f Lacedsemon; uhich rather required 
that alliances should be extended on all sides, and that the confederacy 
should have ho e^emy but Athens. Eight years before, Perdiccas had 
been chosen, b y  the confederate G recian  arniy, to the secondary com
mand of general o f  the Cavalry, while a citizen o f Corinth was appointed 
commandcr-in-chief. He seems to have been then little pleased with ' 
such a compliment, and apparently it was his purpose now to preclude, 
the means for a repetition o f it. Joining his forces with those o f 
Brasidas, he assumed command, and directed the march o f  the com-- 
bined army toward Lyncestis.

11 ' T h e
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The prince o f Lyncestis, Arrhib^eus, little able to withstand the 
united "forces o f Macedonia and Lacedamon, had sent-to Brasidas to 
request his mediation with Perdiccas. T h e Spartan general therefore, 
not immediately refusing to march, stopped however oh the Lyncestian 
frontier; and representing that the apprehension o f so great a force, 
ready to fall upon his country, would probably induce the Lyncestian 
prince to a reasonable accommodation, lie declared that, for the Lace -̂ 
daemonians,he judged it neither expedient nor just to proceed hostilely* 
till the trial had been made. Accordingly a negotiation was opened, 
and shortly a treaty was concluded, by which Arrhib^us became num
bered among the allies o f Sparta. Perdiccas, unable to prevent this 
measure, was however highly dissatisfied; and he showed his resent
ment by declaring that, instead x)f furnishing, as heretofore, half the 
provisions for an army so little disposed to promote his interest, he 
Would in future furnish a third only.

The accommodation nevertheless would be upon the whole satisfac
tory to Brasidas and his Grecian allies. The dominion of Arrhibasus 
preserved, might become a valuable weight in the balance against the 
growing power o f so uncertain a friend as Perdiccas; and the arms o f 
the confederacy would now o f course he directed to the object which 
the confederate Greeks desired, the reduction o f the power o f Athens.
Their first attempt was against Acanthus. Some o f  the principal men Thucyd. 1.4>, 
there had been always disposed to join with thp Chalcidians in renounc- 

- ing the Athenian dominion. - The democratical party was zealous in August or , 

the Athenian interest, but, being unable to oppose the approaching Sepw*^ 
enemy in the field, they were in alarm for their property, and especially 
for their vintage, now ready to gather. Upon a  knowlege o f these 
circumstances measures were taken. They were summoned, not as 
enemies, but as those who ought to be friends, to join  the confederacy.
After some conciliatory negotiation, the Acanthians conceded so far 
as to agree that Brasidas should be admitted into the town alone ; and 
allowed to declare his proposals before the general assembly. '

Brasidas, for a , Lacedaemonian, says Thucydides, was eloquent: he 
was besides politic; and, tho not strictly scrupulous o f truth, he was 
higLIy liberal in his policy. He began with assuring the Acanthians, ■ ^

. p  D a • ‘ that
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 ̂ that the great object'of the Lacedseinonians in the war was to give 

‘ liberty to Greece. 'It.w as therefore matter o f wonder to him that 
‘ the Acanthians did not at once receive him joyfu lly ; that they hesi- 
‘ tated to join the confederacy; that they entertained an klea of 
‘ opposing their, own deliverance, and that o f Greece, from Athenian,
* subjection. N othing in reason could hold them to such a purpose,’
* but apprehension o f the power o f Athens ; and how vain that appre-
* hension was, he had himself had the good fortune to prove to the 
‘ Avorld, when, before the walls o f Megara, the wliole force of Athens
* feared to ingage that small band o f  Peloponnesians which he noAV 
‘ -commanded in Thrace.’ This politic boast, tho totally false, for he 
commanded at Megara nnore than triple the force that he led into 
Thrace, ne.ve3'thcless passed with the Acanthians, ill informed of trans
actions in Greece, and had considerable effect. He proceeded th.ea to 
tell his audience, ‘ that he had received assurances from the principal 
‘ magistrates of Lacedtemon, confirmed by the most solemn oaths, that
* whatever cities, through negotiation with him, might accede to the
* Peloponnesian confederacy, should be subject to no claims o f autho-
* rity from.the Lacedeemonians, but should be perfectly independent.
* From himself he assured them,; that none need fear for person, pro-
* perty, or civil rights, on account o f any political principles they had
* held, or any political conduct they .had followed; for he.was deter- 

. * mined to support no faction, but, with, his best power, to establish,
‘ wherev^er he might have .influence, that equal liberty for all ranks,
‘ which formed the boast and the happiness o f ,his own country. If, 

c. 87. * then, refusing conditions not only perfectly equitable but highly
‘ advantageous, they would persist in their connection Avith Athens,
* and, tho only by the tribute Avhich they paid, promote the subjection 
,* of other Grecian states, he should think himself n et only justified,
‘ but bound, to consider them as enemies, and to begin immediately
* the Avaste of their lands.. He trusted however they would save him
* the necessity of a measure so opposite to his inclination, and Avould. 
‘ father be zealous in setting an examjile to the other cities o f  Thrace
* for the recovery o f  independency.’

The eloquence o f  Brasidas, powerfully seconded b y his army at their
gates,.
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g\ates, had its full effect upon the Acanthians; and the suffrages of the 
assembly being taken secretly, that none might be afteni'’ard individu
ally criminated for the vote given, a majority was found for revolting, 
from Athens. The city o f Acanthus thus became a member .of the 
Laced'jemonia'n confederacy ; and before the end of the summer, the 
example was followed by the neighboring city o f Stageirus.

O f  the ten generals o f the regular establishment, o f Athens, it should 
seem that two' were usually appointed- to the Thracian command.
Eucles and Thucydides, the historian,, son of Olorus, now held that 
station. Eucles commanded in Amphipolis: Thucydides was at the 
iland o f Thasus, with the squadron o f the station, consisting of only 
seven triremes. It was to be expected that in spring the Athenians 
would send powerful reinforcements. It behoved Brasidas, tlierefore, 
to make every use o f opportunities yet open to hi m; and the severe 
season was rather favorable for sonic of the'enterprizes which he medir 
tated.

Amphipolis was the most important place held by the Athenians in 
Thrace. I t  lay upon a noble river, which it commanded, and whose 
banks,-with the neighboring hills, bore a groAvth scarcely exhaustible o f 
excellent sbip-iimber. The country around was a rich plain, and the 
invironing mountains had mines of silver and gold ; .the port o f Eion, 
atthernouth of the river, was but an appendage, yet a valuable append
age o f Amphipolis. This advantageous spot had been colonized, Erst 
from Miletus by the unfortunate Aristagoras, and afterward from 
Athens bŷ  Cimon; whose colony, also unfortunate, Avas destroyed, as 
we have seen, by the Tln-acians. - During the administration o f 
Pericles, and thirteen years only, according to Diodofus, before the 
eampain o f Brasidas in Thrace, a ne'v colony passed from Athens, under 
the conduct o f Agnon, an Athenian of rank, and of very popular 
character. The place was already populous and flourishing;. but the 
inhabitants Arere a.mixt multitude from A'arious Grecian cities; some 
connected,, by 'blood, or by'habit, and intercourse,. Avith the revolted. 
Chalcidians; some”, by interest, Avith the king o f Macedonia...

■ On these circumstances Brasidas. founded a project for. gaining c. 102. 
Amphipolis to the Lacedaemonian canfederacy. Communication ‘

Ch. 12. s. 3.. 
of this Hist.

Diod. 1.12. ■ 
C.32.

Thucyd. 1.4, 
c. 103.*
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was managed with some o f the inhabitants, and a plan concerted with 
theifi. Collecting then all the force he could obtain from his allies, on 
a dark stormy evening, with sleet falling (the weather which he pre
ferred for the attempt) he arrived at Aulop and Bromiscus, where the 
waters o f the lake o f Bolbe discharge themselves into the s e a a n d ,  
halting there only while his army took refreshment, he proceeded in 
the-night to Argilus.- The people o f  that little town, always disaffected 
to Athens, were prepared to receive him; Its* territory was divided 
from the Amphipolitan only by the river Strymon. Near Argilus was 
a  bridge, M’hiclj, as an important pass, was protected by a constant 
guardj but no attempt being at present apprehended, the guard was 
small. Under the guidance of the Argilians, and favored by the storm, 
Brasidas surprized the guard. Becoming thus master o f the bridge, 
the Amphipolitan territory was open to him. Extreme alarm and con
fusion immediately insued among the Amphipolitans; who, as a hete
rogeneous people, collected from various parts, were almost wholly 
without confidence each man-in his neighbor; and if, instead o f 
plundering the country, Brasidas had led his forces directly against the 
town, he would have become master o f it, probably as soon as he arrived 
at the gates. ' This, however, might perhaps be more than his anthority 
could effect. After gratifying bis troops, therefore, with the spoil of 
the country, he waited in expectation that, from so populous a place, 
with an Athenian general commanding, something would be attempted 
against him ; and in "an y  action in  open field be promised himself 
success, which would not fail to incourage his friends in the town, and 
ptomote his measures.

The inactivity o f  Elides disappointed Brasidas. N o movement was 
made from the town; and it was to be apprehended that the arrival o f 
Thucydides, with the squadron from Thasiis, would utterly defeat the eu- 
terprize; for beside the force he.would bring, havingiarge property and 
antient family connections in the neighborhood, Thucydides had great 
influence among both Greeks and Thracians ; and his presence would 
not only confirm the Amphipolitans in the Athenian interest, but assist 
much toward the collection o f a powerful landforce for opposing the 
Peloponnesians. Measures that might be quickly decisive were there

fore
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fore necessary to Brasidas. T h u cydides imj^utes expressly no blame to Tliucyd. J. 4 .  

his collegue; but the con duct o fE u p le s  appears evidently to have been ®*̂ *̂ *̂ 

deficient either in judgem ent- or in vigor, or rather In both. Brasidas 

found meatrs to send assurance into Amphipolis, ‘ that it was not his 

* purpose to  deprive any person in the city, not even the Athenians, o f  

‘ either property or c iv il  rights: that all the inhabitants m ight chuse 

‘ whether they would remain upon the footin g o f  free citizens, or 

‘ depart w ith  their efiects; only, i f  the latter was their choice, th ey c.Toff..

‘ m ust g o  within five, days.’ This proposal had immediate efficacy-: 

th e Athenians, a siriall proportion only o f  the inhabitants, little con

fident, evidently, in their general, and highly diffident o f  their fellow - 

colonists, had supposed their persons, their properties, and their families, 

in  ‘the m ost imminent danger o f  the worst that could befall th em ; the  

terms were incomparably more favorable than, from  the common prac

tice and p o licy  o f  Greci'an comma\iders, was to  be expected-; and in  

their present. Circumstances, hopeless o f  tim ely succour, they could  

h ardly wish for more. Such being the sentiments o f  the Athenians, 

the other m ultitude were still readier to rejoice in the offier, generous 

as it appeared, o f  the Spartan general. T h e  promoters o f the revo lt,. 

therefore, b old ly stepped forward ; the interposition o f Eucles was 

disregarded; the people in assembly decreed th at the terms should be 

accepted ; and Brasidas, with his forces, was immediately admitted into  

the c ity . T h a t active officer, then,^without a moment’s loss o f  time, 

proceeded to  take measures for possessing him self o f  Eion, distant 

about three miles,, and so exclu d in g the Athenian-fleet from the river.

B u t late in the evening o f  the same day on w hich Amphipolis surren

dered, Thucydides, having made unexpected haste from Thasiis, entei'cd 

the harbour with his squadron. E io n  was thus secured, but A m phi

polis was beyond the power o f  T hucydides to recover.

T o  the loss o f that city from the Athenian dominion, we seem prin

cipally to owe our best information concerning .the history o f the times 

w ith  w hich we are ingaged, and almost our only means for any accu- 

curate acquaintance with the-Grecian republics, in th at period iuvrbich  

their history is most interesting. T h e  news o f the successes o f Brasidas c. los. 

in Thrace, but particularly o f the surrender o f  Amphipolis, made great'

impression
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inipressioixat A th e n s ; and the more, as the public mind was sore with 

the recent calam ity a t D elium , the greatest experienced from the hands 

o f  the enemy in the course o f  the war. Those distant dependencies, 

from whose w ealth the republic principally derived its poM êr, had. been 

esteemed hitherto secure under the guard o f  the Athenian navy, with 

which no potentate upon earth could contend ; but now, through the 

adventurous and able con duct o f  Brasidas, th ey were laid open to the 

'superior landforce o f  the Peloponnesians; wdiich, i f  the Thessalians 

should not oppose, m igh t be poured in upon them to an y amount. 

D w ellin g upon these, considerations, and irritated more than instructed 

b y  misfortune, the A thenian people vented against their best fiiends 

th a t revenge which th ey knew not how to vent against their enemies.’

• Thucydides, wdiose peculiar interest and influence in 'I hr'ace gave him 

singular means to serve them there, was deprived o f his command, and,

, banished from A ttic a  for tw en ty years. Precluded thus from active  

life  in the service o f  his country, it  was the^gratification o f  his leisure 

to  compose th at history which has been the delight and admiration o f  

all posterityiC T h e  affairs o f  Athens continued to be know n to him  

through his numerous friends in high situations there. H is banishment, 

as him self informs us, led to information concerning those o f  the Pelo

ponnesians, which he could scarcely otherwise have acquired.

Brasidas then, thus successful through the inability or remissness of 

E u cles at Amphipolis, and disappointed through the a c tiv ity  o f  T h u 

cydides at Eion, had however done, with a very small force, very 

im portant services for his country. PJis sedulity to prosecute them  

was unremitting, and he had now greatly increased his means. T h e  

reputation o f his unassuming and con ciliatin g behaviour tow ard the 

allies whom he had gained, was com m unicated th ro u gh  the other 

G recian cities in Thrace. IP s character passed for a specimen o f  the ' 

character o f  his fellow countrym en; and his constant declaration, that  

the great purpose o f  h is. commission was to gi\’e perfect freedom  and 

"independency to all Grecian cities, received such support from  the wise 

liberality o f  his conduct, that it found general credit. Perdiccas, a 

prince o f m uch p o licy  and little honor, forgettin g his resentment, was 

desirous o f  profiting from his connection with siteh an ally  as Brasidas,

a n d
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and condescended to visit him for the piti’pcse o f concerting measures 
for prosecuting the common interest of the confederacy. Meanwhile 
the fame of the late defeat of the Athenians in Boeotia, now spred 
over the country, assisted to promote the disposition to revolt: it 
tended to establish the credit of the politic tho untrue assertion o f 
Brasidas, that, with only the small force of Peloponnesians which he 
commanded in Thrace, he had defied the v/hole strength o f Athens 
under the walls o f Megara; and the vaunt had its effect. The naval 
power o f Athens became less an object o f fear, when,it was supposed 
that protection against it might always be obtained by land. Shortly 
Myrcinus, Gapselus, and CEsyme revolted to the confederates; while 
several other towns, fearful yet to declare themselves, intimated pri
vately their desire to be freed from subjection to Athens.

Such success and such prospects incouraged Brasidas, in sending to 
Sparta an account of them, to request a reinforcement, which might 
inable him to pursue his advantages, and attempt still greater,things. 
A. man who so united talents for military and civil command, -who 
could conquer, as occasion required, either by force or ^y persuasion, 
and who had knowlege and temper to maintain" his acquisitions, Lace- 
dgemon had not yet presented to the notice of history.. But talents so 
superioiyin a man not of royal race, not qualified by age for superiority, 
and distinguished only by his spirit of enterprize, his daring coumgC, 
his indefatigable activity, his uncommon prudence, his noble liberality, 
his amiable temper, and those ingaging manners which conciliated the 
affection o f all with whom he conversed, excited envy and apprehension 
among the cautious elderhood o f Sparta. The reinforcement was 
totally denied. The Athenian people meanwhile, however illiberal, 
and ■ capriciously rigorous to those who served them, were not so untrue 
to their own interest as to neglect the important possessions, .with the 
loss o f which they were threatened: some reinforcements were sent 
during winter; more were to follow in spring.

N o disappointment; however, nor any rigor o f  season, could abate 
the activity o f Brasidas: With the progress o f his successes he inlarged 
his view s; and, being now possessed o f a country favorably situated, 
and producing materials in singular abundance, he formed the bold 

V on. II. ' ' E  E project
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C .110, IV2, 
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<210

Thucyd. 1.4!. prOject o f Creating a fleet' at Amphipolis. Meanwhile, with his small 
C.1 0 9 . force o f Peloponnesians, and what allies he could collect, he marched 

into Acte, that part o f  the peninsula o f  Athos which lay within the 
king of Persia’s canal. I t  contained the little  towns o f Sane, Thryssus, 
Claeone, Acrothoce, Olophyxus, and Dium, which were so many sepa« 
rate republics.- The first only was a pure Grecian colony, from 
Andrus. The inhabitants of the others were a mixed people, a few 
Chalcidian Greeks, but the greater part Thracians; o f that Tuscan 
people®, saysThucydides, who formerly inhabited Lemnus and Athens. 
A ll were under the dominion o f  the Athenian commonwealth, but all 
presently acceded to the terms offered by Brasidas, except Sane and 
Dium, whose territories he wasted.

A  more important object then offering in the neighboring peninsula 
.o f  Sithonia, he led his forces thither. A  small party in Torone, one o f 
the principal Chalcidian seaports, invited him to support them in revolt. 
A  majority o f the Toronrcan people still favored the Athenian interest; 
fifty heavy-armed Athenians were in the place, and two Athenian tri
remes in the harbour. Nevertheless, through the able conduct o f 
Brasidas, and the bold adventure o f only seven men, introduced in the 
night by the party disposed to revolt, it was taken. The Athenians, 
except a few who were killed, and the greatest part o f  the Toronaeaiis, 
fled to the neighboring fortress o f  Lecy thus. Brasidas summoned the 
place, offering permission for the Athenians to depart with their effects, 
and promising to the Toronseans the fu ll enjoyment o f their rights as 
citizens o f Torone, together with the restoration o f whatever o fth eir- 
property had fallen into his possession or-under his power. The terms 
were inviting to men in their perilous situation; yet the Athenians, 
having prevailed upon the Toronseans to  adhere to them, refused to 
siirrender, but requested a  day o f truce for the burial o f the dead. 
W hat followed deserves notice, in the great scarcity o f  any inlarged 
patriotism among the Greeks, as an instance o f the firmness with 
■ which, they often adhered to party-principle. Brasidas granted two 
days, and used the opportunity for employing a ll his eloquence 
and all his address in the endevor to conciliate the Toronaeans to

C- 114, 115, 
116.
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his

    
 



SfiCT.V. N E G O T I A T I O N  F O R  P E A C E .

his interest. But the democratical party remained true to the Athe
nians; and hot till machines were prepared, and a force was assembled, 
scarcely possible for them to resist, nor then till an accident occasioned 
a sudden panic, they quitted their fort of earth and wood, and most 
of them, getting aboard vessels lying at hand, escaped across the 
gulph into Pallene. Such was the concluding event of the eighth year 
of the Avar. •

' " i l l

S E C T I O N  V.

Negotiation fo r  Peace between Athens arid Lacedmmon. Truce con* 
eludedfor a Year, Transactions in Thrace. W ar renewed. Thespice 
oppressed by Thebes. War between Mantineia arid Tegea. Remarb:- 
able Instance o f Athenian Superstition.

I n t e l l i g e n c e  of  the rapid successes o f Brasidas, coinciding with 
the unfortunate event o f the battle o f Delium, and accompanied with 
reasonable apprehension o f  spreading defection among the subject 
cities, was o f powerful effect to damp the wild ambition, and lower the 
unruly haughtiness o f the Athenian people. I t  began again to be very 
generally observed and regretted among them, that their leaders, those 
in whom they most trusted, had advised them i l l ; and that so favor
able an opportunity for making an advantageous peace, as that which 
had been proudly rejected, might not again recur. Fortunately for 
them, at this time, no spirit o f  enterprize animated the Lacedaemonian 
councils. The successes o f  Brasidas, highly gratifying as far as they 
tended to dispose the Athenians to peace, excited at the same time 
some apprehension among the Lacedaemonian leaders, that their own 
allies, and even the Lacedemonian people, might be excited to desire- 
the continuance o f the war, to which they were anxious to put a con
clusion. The great object o f the-principal families was to recover their 
kinsmen and friends, prisoners in Athens; and while they dreaded a 
reverse o f  fortune, that m ight renew the arrogance o f their enemies, 
they feared also such success as might too much elate their allies.

E E 3 ' Such
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Such being the sentiments on both sides,, negotiations for peace were 
opened, and, in-the beginning o f spring, a truce for a year was con- 

■ fbucyd. 1.4. eluded. Each party retained what it  possessed, but the Peloponnesians 
c. 118, iig. conceded the intire command o f the Grecian seas to Athens;

excluding themselves totally from the use o f long ships (the general 
term for ships o f war) and of any vessel o f  the row-galley kind of above 
five hundred talents measurement, which, according to Arbuthnot, was- 
scarcely more than twelve ton. To this treaty the Lacedemonians,. 
Corinthians, Sicyonians, Epidaurians, and Megarians only were parties, 
on the side o f the Peloponnesian confederacy; but they ingaged to use 
their interest for persuading the Boeotians and Phocians to accede; 
and it was the professed jJurpose o f the truce to give opportunity for 
negotiating a general and permanent peace.

While these measures were taking in Greece for putting an end to 
the ravages o f war, circumstances arose in Thrace to disturb the effect 
o f  the negotiation, and to give new fewel to animosity. The people 

c. 120. o f  Scione, the principal town o f  the . fruitful peninsula o f  -Pallene, 
reckoned themselves a Peloponnesian people; referring their origin to  
a colony o f Achaians of Pellene or Pallene, in Peloponnesus, who had 
established themselves on the coast o f  Thrace in returning from the 
war o f Troy. This tradition tended to establish, among the Scionaeans, 
a general partiality for the Peloponnesian connection, to ^vhich those 
o f higher rank would otherwise incline; and a party among them 
communicated to Brasidas their desire to reject the dominion o f 
Athens, and to be received und^r his protection. To correspond 
concerning the proposal was not easy; for not only the Athenians com- 

- manded the sea, but, by the possession o f Potidaea on the isthmus, they 
completely commanded also the communication by land, Brasidas 
therefore, who chose always to depend upon his own address rather 
than that o f any deputies, and who refused no danger in theptosecu- 
tion o f the great objects o f his command, resolved to go liih iself to 
Scione, and, in a small swift boat, escorted by one trireme  ̂ 'he arrived 
safe in. the harbour. He was so well assured o f  the strength o f his 
party in the town, that he ventured immediately to assemble the people, 
and exert that eloquence which he had already fonhd' so hsefuf 'Me

began
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^began with his usual declaration, which .experience had proved no less 
politic than liberal, ‘ that no man should suffer in person, property,, or 
‘ privileges for past political conduct, or existing political connections,’

- He was then large in praise o f the ScioHjean people, ‘ who, notwith- 
‘ standing the peculiar danger to which their situation, inclosed within 
‘ a peninsula, exposed them, in revolting against that tyrannical power 
‘ Avhich at present commanded the seas, had nevejtheless not waited 
‘ till, freedom should be forced upon them through the prevalence o f 
‘ the Peloponnesian arms, but had been forward to assert i t a n d  he 
concluded with assurances ‘ o f his readiness to give all protection, and 
‘ his wish to do all honor, to a people who, he was confident, would 
‘ prove themselves among the most meritorious allies o f Lacedeemon- >

The rhetoric and the liberality of Brasidas Jiad their desired effect, Thucyd. l,4i. 

Many, even of those who before were adverse to the revolt, became 
now satisfied with it, and the whole people vied in paying honors, public 
and private, to the Spartan general. From the city he received a 
golden croMm, which was in solemn ceremony placed on his head, as 
the deliverer o f Greece; and individuals presented him with fillets, 
usual mark o f approving admiration to the conquerors in the public 
games; which, as something approaching to divine honor, was estefemed 
among the highest tokens o f respect.

Scione being thus gained, Brasidas was extending his views tô
Potidrea and Mendij, in both which places he held correspondence, 
w'hen commissioners arrived, Aristonymus from Athens, and Atheuseus e. 122; 
from Lacedaemon, to announce the cessation o f arms. The intelli
gence was jo yfu l to the new allies o f Lacedremon in Thrace, as the 
terms o f the treaty removed at once all the peril o f the situation in 
Avhich they had placed themselves. With regard to the Scionaeans 
alone ’ a dispute arose. Aristonymus, finding upon inquiry that the 
vote in assembly; by which they formally acceded to the Lacedremo- 
nian alliance, had not passed till two days after the signing o f the 
articles, declared them excluded from the benefit o f the treaty.' Bra
sidas, on the contrary, ho way pleased with a truce that checked him 
in the full career of success, the first of any importance obtained by 
the Lacedasmonians in the war,and conceiving himself strongly pledged ■

to?
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to preserve the Scionseans from Athenian vengeance, insisted that the 
revolt, truly considered, had taken place before the signing o f the 
articles, and he refused to surrender the town. Aristonymus sent 
information o f  this to Athens, where preparation was immediately 
made to vindicate the claim o f the commonwealth by arms. The 
Lacedrnmonian government, disposed to support Brasidas, remon
strated ; but the Athenian people, indignant, as Thucydides says, that 
not only their continental subjects, but now even those who were, in 
the situation o f ilanders, should so presume in the protection of the 
landforce o f Peloponnesus, at the instigation o f  Cleon, made a decree, 
declaring that Scione should be taken, and the people put to  death.

A t the very time when this passionate act o f democratical despotism 
was passing, an event occurred, which might have taught the Athe
nians, i f  a mob could be taught, the superiority o f  the gerierous policy 
o f Brasidaa to their illiberal and inhuman proceedings. Some o f the 
principal men o f  Mende, an Eretrian colony, also within the peninsula 
o f  Pallene, had already gone so far in measures for leading their city, to 
revolt, that they dreaded beyond all things the scrutiny, and the con
sequent punishment, which'were to be expected from the jealous tyranny 
o f  Athens. Accordingly, finding Brasidas, notwithstanding the truce, 
ready to receive them into the Lacedaemonian alliance, they thought it 
their safest way to prosecute the measure begun; and tho a  majority o f 
the lower people was adverse, they, succeeded in their design. Brasidas 
justified himself, partly by urging counter-complaints o f  infraction o f 
the treaty by the Athenians, partly by maintaining that nothing forbad 
his receiving any Grecian people into the Lacedasmonian alliance, 
when the measure on their part was voluntary, and on both sides with
out fraud or treachery. B ut the Athenians judged otherwise; they 
would not indeed deem the truce void, but they would proceed to 
inforce by anus, their own sense o f the conditions o f  it. Brasidas, 
expecting this, removed the families .and elFects o f  the Scionasans and 
Mendasans to Olynthus, strengthened the garrisons with five hundred 
heavy-armed Peloponnesians and three hundred middle-armed Chalci- 
dians, and, having put everything in the best state for defence that 
time and circumstances would permit, he appointed Polydamidas,

. 5 apparently
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apparently, a Lacedaemonian, to the chief command, and returned him- . 
self to his army.

In the arduous and complex business in w ĥich Brasidas was ingaged, 
in his quality o f commander-in-chief o f the Peloponnesian forces and 
superin ten dant o f the Peloponnesian affairs in Thrace, while among .
Grecian towns his negotiations succeeded beyond hope, he found insu
perable difficulty in managing his interests with the ambitious, crafty, 
haughty, capricious, and faithless king o f Macedonia. Whether 
Arrhiboeus had contravened or deserted his ingagements, or whether 
Brasidas thought it o f so much importance to preserve the friendship 
o f Perdiccas as to be induced himself to break with Arrhibaeus, Thucy
dides does not inform u s; but the Spartan general and the Macedonian 
king, with united forces, invaded Lyneestis. Three thousand heavy- Thucyd. l. 4. 
armed foot formed the principal strength of the former, and a thousand 
horse that o f the latter, who was besides followed by a numerous body 
o f barbarian irregulars. A  battle was fought, in,which the Lyncestians, 
who were not without regular heavy-armed foot®, were put to flight, 
but the country being mountainous, they soon reached the heights, 
where neither the Macedonian horse nor the Peloponnesian foot could, 
with any hope o f advantage, follow them. Perdiccas proposed then to 
overrun the plain, country. Brasidas was anxious for his new allies; 
particularly those of Mende, where the lower people M̂ ere so generally 
disposed to  the Athenian interest, that should an Athenian force 

‘approach the place in his absence, the citizens o f higher rank, who had 
effected the revolt, could not but be in the utmost periL Having 
therefore so far served the king' o f  Macedonia) he thought he might 
reasonably Avithdraw his forces, to give necessary protection to their 
common allies. Perdiccas, however was dissatisfied that his wishes 
Avere disputed; and, Avhile differences hence arising Avere yet unsettled, 
intelligence arrived, that a large body o f Illyrian mercenaries, expected c. 125. 
to reinforce the JMacedonian army, had betrayed their ingagement, and 

joined Arrhibaeus.
This alarming information disposed Perdiccas to retreat with Bra-: 

sidas; but in. consequence o f  th.eir disagreement, measures were not

® The term ivhim always imperts so much.
readily
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readily concerted between them. N igh t was approaching, and nothing 
yet determined, when exaggerated reports o f the Illyrian ntimbers 
excited a panic through the Macedonian army, and the whole multi
tude of barbarian irregulars, with many o f the Macedonians themselves, 
took to sudden flight. Already the eyil was beyond remedy, before 
Ferdiccas was informed o f it; and his camp was so distant from the 
Peloponnesian, that it became necessary to follow his flying troops, 
without waiting to communicate with the Spartan g ^ e ra l. .

When day broke, Brasidas found himself in a very perilous situation. 
The superiority o f  the enemy’s force, and his own Avant o f  means for 
subsistence, Jeft no choice but o f hasty retreat. He formed therefore 
Ids heavy-armed in a hollow square: the light-armed he .placed in the 
center ; he selected a small body o f the youngest and most active men, 
for a reserve, to assist in any point that might be most pressed ; and he 
took upon himself the immediate command of the rear-guard, consisting 
o f three hundred chosen men. H aving then assured his people that 
irregular barbarians, however alarming their numbers and their clamor 
m ight appear, could never be really formidable to steddy troops, he 
began his march.

The Illyrians immediately pursued, with much vociferation and 
tumult, as i f  already victors, and sUughter their only business. 
They attacked : and, to their astonishment, tvere repulsed with loss: 
they repeated the attempt with no better success; and presently 
deterred by the firm countenance o f the retreating army, with its 
•eadiness for efficacious resistance in every part, they drew off; but a 
3ody o f them pressed forward, with intention-to occupy the defile o f 
che frontier mountains o f Lyncestis, through Avhich the Peloponnesians 
must necessarily pass to enter Lower Macedonia. Brasidas, awai’e o f 
this, detached his tlKee hundred, Avitli orders to proceed with all haste 
to dislodge the enemy from the high ground, at least on one side o f 
the pass. They succeedei^ in  acquiring possession o f one o f the hills, 
the enemy evacuated the other, and the army arrived on the same day 
at Arnissa, the first town of the dominion o f Perdiccas..

Jn the course o f  this well-conducted retreat, the Peloponnesians fell 
in with much o f the baggage and stores o f the Macedonians, following,

as
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as the conductors were able, scattered, and without a guard, the disor
derly flight of their army. Irritated by the base desertion, as they 
esteemed it, o f the Macedonians, the Peloponnesians' seized Avhatever 
was most valuable and most portable; and then, loosing from their 
yokes the oxen employed in drawing the carriages, turned thein wan- 
dering'about the country. This ill-judged revenge, which the general 
probably could not prevent, completed the alienation o f Perdiccas; 
who, that he might with less danger break with the Peloponnesians, 
began thenceforth to seek opportunity for renewing his alliance with 
Athens.

On returning into Thrace, Brasidas found reason to regret his unwii- Thucyd. 1. 4. 

ling absence from the protection o f his new allies, and from the care of 
his interests in that country. Ah armament had arrived in Pallene, 
under the command o f N icias and Nicostratus, consisting o f forty 
Athenian and ten Chian triremes, .with a thousand heavy..armed and 
six hundred bowmen of their national troops,- a considerable body o f 
middle-armed o f their-allies, and a thousand Thraciarl mercenaries.
Proposing to direct their measures against the revolted cities o f Mende 
and Scione, the Athenian generals began their operations with an 
attempt to force Polydamidas from a strong situation, near the 
former, in which they narrowly escaped a total defeat. Reimbarking 
however their troops, tliey went to Scione, and took the suburbs on the 
first assault; but, unable to make any impression on th^ town, they 
proceeded to plunder the surrounding country. A  partŷ  favoring 
them within the place, "not powerful enough to pul it into their hands,
Avas nevertheless powerful enough to deter the ruling party from quitting 
their walls to protect their fields. N ext day therefore the army was 
divided ghalf, under Nicias, ravaged the borders o f the Scionajan and 
Mendian territories; while Nicostratus, with the other half,approached 
the town o f Mende ’®. ;

Polydamidas, who had retired into that place with his Peloponne-

The text' of Thucydides appears here givieh, in which Smith’s translation-has been . 
evidently deficient, and neither the antient followed, is just. A-note, however, wjbich 
scholiast nor the modern annotators give we do not find, to explain on what grounds 
any assistance. . It i's nevertheless .pretty his translation rested, wiouki ha-ve added to- 
clear, from the context, that the sense here our satisfaction.

Vox.. II. F F sians.
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sians, tliouglit himself strong enough, i f  he could persuade the Men- 
diatis to zealous^codperation, to attack the Athenians in the field. He 
accordingly assembled the jreople, and proposed the measure; but he 
was answered by one o f the clemocratical party, ‘ that the Mendians 
 ̂ would not march against the Athenians, and that no, true interest o f

* t'heirs had led them into their present ingageraents with the Pelopon-?
* nesians.’ Polydamidas, in pursuance o f the rules o f  Spartan disci
pline, and o f that authority which Lacedaemonians in command usually 
everywhere assumed, rather than o f the policy -which his situation 
xequired and the example o f his general recommended, seized the man 
with his own hands, and was proceeding to drag him out o f the assembly. 
This violent and arbitrary act so incensed the dembcratical party, that 
they immediately assaulted his adhefbnts. These, im agining that ipea- 
sures had been concerted with the Athenian generals, now at the gates, 
fled into the citadel, whither Polydamidas and the troops abont him 
also retired. Meanwhile the gates were actually thrown open by some 
o f  the democmtical party; and the whole Athenian ariny, the forces of 
Nicias having now joined those under Nicostratus, entered the torvu, 
ignorant of what had passed within, and wonderipg why they were not 
dpposed. The soldiers accordingly proceeded immediately to pillage, 
and W'ere with dilhculty restrained eyen from putting the Mendians, 
their friends, th the sword; The tumult, however, being soon com
posed, the people were summoned to the agora. The Athenian generals 
then directed the restoration o f the democratical form o f government ; 
and, with a politic liberality, declared they would institute no inquiry 
about the past, but would leave the Mendians to their own measures' 
concerning those, i f  any such ■ remained among them, who had been 
active in the revolt.

, Matters being thus settled in Mende, and a part o f the army left to 
watch the citadel, the generals proceeded with the larger part against 
Scione. Polydamidas had o'ceupied a hill, the possession o f  which 
Avould have prevented the surrounding o f  the town with a contraval- 
lation. They dislodged him, and then immediately began to form 
their lines. Meanwhile the blockade o f the citadel o f M ende had its 
effect hr reducing the place into, the power o f the Athenians; but the 

T l  garrison,,
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garrison, by a bold effort, saved tlieraselvesr Sallying in the dusk of 
evening’, they overcame tbe Athenian guard next the sea, and proceed-* 
ing under cover of the night toward Scione, broke through the Athe- , 
nian camp there, and the greater part got safe into the town..

D uring these transactions, the negotiation for renewing the alliance Thucyd. 1 .4, 

between Athens and Macedoida, concerning which,,.presently after 
his retreat from Lyncestis,' Perdiccas had-begun to tamper with the 
Athenian generals, was brought to a conclusion; and the immediate 
consequence was of great importance.. The party in Laceclmmon which 
favored Brasidas, had so far prevailed, that it-was determined to send a 

-body o f forces, by the way o f Thessaly, to strengthen bis army. Intel
ligence o f this being conveyed to Nicias and Nicostrattis, they applied 
to their new ally, the king o f Macedonia, to prevent the measure.
Perdiccas had always maintained a strong interest in Thessaly, princi
pally through personal communication in hospitality Avith the leading 
men. Being desirous to give proof of his sincerity in his i-evived 
ingagements Avith Athens, and otherAvise little Avilling tha< his dominion 
should become a common road of communication for troops between ' 
Peloponnesus and Thrace, he prevailed Avith his Thessalian friends to 
interfere so effectually, that the Laced tern onian government desisted 
from their purpose. Commissioners, hoAvever, Avere sent, of Avhotn 
Ischagoras was chief, to inspect into the state of things in T h race; 
and, contrary apparently to  the ingagements of Brasidas, governors 
Avith the’ title of harffiost, regulator, Avere sent Avith them from Sparta^ 
to be constant guardians of the Lacedaemonian interests in the several 
towns. I t  is remained by Thucydides, that, all o f these Avere under the 
age required by the LaCedremonian institutions for fprein command.
Brasidas, deprived of the reinforcement Avhich he.had long been solicit
ing, and Avhlch the Lacedremonian government too late became disposed: 
to grant "him, tOAvard the end o f winter, nevertheless, made an attempt 
to surprize Potidasabut,  being discovered by the sentries, before he. 
could apply scaling-ladders to the w'̂ alls, he Avitlidrew Avithout effecting 
anything. ' ;

D uring thfs year o f nominal truce betAvfeen I^aceda^mon and Athens,
Avhile the interests of the two slates y'ere still prosecuted by arms in

F, F 3 '  ' , Thrace,
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Thrace, .some circumstances for notice occurred in Greece. The 
Thucyd.l. 4. Thebans accused the Thespians o f the crime o f Atticism, as they termed 
c. i,j3. inclination to an alliance with Athens. 'T he Thespians, however,

had been principal sufferers in the late battle with the Athenians, near 
Delium : but this very circumstance, which should have proved them 
not obnoxious to justice, rendered them unfortunately open to oppres
sion ; and the Thebans, under the glaim o f that arbitrary,authority' 
which they asserted over all Boeotia, required that the fortifications of 
Thespire should be demolished, to which the people o f that little city 
were obliged to submit.

e, l34. A  dispute between the Arcadian cities, in the want o f a superintend
ing authority, led to a petty war, and in the autumn of this year an 
obstinate battle was fought, between the Mantineians. and Tegeans. 
Each claimed the victory; each raised its trophy; and both being 
disabled for farther exertion immediately in the field, both endevored 
to gain the favor o f  the deity, for future occasions, by presenting at 

C.133, JDelphi the spoil collected in the battle. About the same time, through 
some negligence o f the antient-priestess Chrysis, then- in the fifty- 
fifth year of her saqred office, the celebrated temple o f the Argian Juno' 
was destroyed by fire. Chrysis, in dread o f the judgement or the wrath 
o f the Argian people, fled to Phlius.

Meanwhile the informed Athenians were offering a very remarh'able 
instance o f popular superstition. Ever looking up to a superior cause 
for the direction o f the events o f this world, they*^id not attribute the 
reverse of fortune, which they were beginning to experience, to  the 
wretched constitution o f their government, now so altered from that 
■ which Solon had established, nor to their own insufficiency for deciding 
on public measures, tior to tlie folly.which, making them dupes to the 
boisterous eloquence o f the ignoble and ignorant Cleon, led them ta  
commit the administration of public affairs principally to  his direction. 
N or did they conceive themselves obnoxious to i l i  vine anger for all. 
their unjust violence to their allies, and alljh ffir shocking cruelties to- 
those whom they called rebellious subjects; yet they did attribute 
their misfortunes to the indignation o f  the deity. T he-fan cy arose 
that the purification o f the sacred iland. o f iJelos had been deficiently.

performed,̂ ,

Thucyd. 
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e. 73.
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performed, and it was proposed to secure the favor o f  the god by a new 
act o f cruel injustice. The whole Delian people, subjects who had 
every right to protection from the Athenian government, Avere expelled 
from their iland, without having any other settlement provided- for 
them.. Those miserable Greeks, thus inhumanly treated by the most' 
polished o f their fellowcountrymen, found, however, charity from those 
whom they called barbarians: the Persian satrap Pharnaces gave thenv 
the territory o f Atramyiteium, on the iEolian coast, to cultivate for 
their subsistence.

S E C  I ’ I  O N  VI.

State o f  Athens: Effect o f  Theatrical Satire: Cleon fried: Cieon 
appointed General in Thrace : Battle c f  AmphipoUs.

A f t e r  the death of Pericles, there seems to have remained no man of' 
rank in Athens, whose powers of elocution Avere of that superior kind, 
Avhich, together with extraordinary talent for popularity, are necessary^ 
in a democracy, for the guidaiice of public affairs. When all graver 
men Avere now tired of ineffectual opposition to the arrogance of the 
low amd petulant Cleon in the general, assembly, a poet undertook their 
cause, and attacked hirti on the public stage. The practice of the old 
comedy still subsisted in A thens: public characters Avere exhibited. 
Avith the utmost freedom in the theater: masks, representing their 
countenances, being Avorn by the actors, who, in thus mimicking their 
persons, assumed, Avithout any disguise, their names. This licence was 
of great political consequence; giving opportunity for those who could; 
Avrite, but Avho could not speak, to declare their sentiments, or to vent 
their spleen, on political topics: in the Avant of that-art Avhich now fur
nishes such ready means to multiply copies, a composition was thus a t  
once communicated, to a whole public ; and stage exhibitions supplied 
the place of the political pamflets of modern times. The interest of a 
party thus might be promoted on the stage as in the agora; and those 
opinions m ight be propagated, and those passions excited, on one day.

    
 



S22

Aristopli. 
Equit. v./OS.

250.

Arlstopb. 
A chani. v. 6 . 
&  Nub. "
V. 549.

l i l S T O R Y  OF G R E E C E .  Chaf.XVI. 
by tlieatrical exhibitions, which on the morrow m ight decide the 
measures o f the general assembly.

I t  was after the affair o f  Pylns, when Cleon was in the height o f his 
popularity, when, in pursuance o f a decree o f the people, be was honored 
■ with precedence at the public spectacles, and maintenance,in the Pry- 
taneium, that Aristophanes brought upon the stage o f Athens that 
extraordinary comedy, which remains to us with the title of The 
Knights. Cleon is there represented in the most ludicrous and igno
minious l ig h t ; satire being at the same time not spared against the 
Athenian people, personated in their collective character by a single 
actor, with the name o f D em us; as Swift, whose writings, by their 
extraordinary mixture o f wit, elegance, buffoonery, and political 
acumen, approach beyond any other modern compositions to those of 
Aristophanes, has characterized the people of England under the appel
lation o f John Bull. Such was the known influence o f Cleon among 
the Athenian people, and such the dread o f the intemperate use he 
might make o f it, that no actor could be found bold enoiigb to repre* 
sent him on the stage, nor any artist to make a mask in his likeness. 
But Aristophanes would not be so disappointed: himself a man of 
rank, personally ah eneiny to Cleon, certain o f support from all the first 
frmiRies o f the republic, and trusting in |iis own powers to ingage the 
favor o f the lower people, he undertook himself to act the part; and, 
for want o f a proper mask, he disguised his face, after the manner of 
the strolling comedians o f Thespis’s time, with lees o f wine.

The immediate effect o f this extraordinary exhibition was great. 
The performance was relished and applauded ; Cleon was ridiculed and 
reviled: in this temper o f  the peojrle ari accusation was preferred 
against hirii for imbezzeling public money: and, not finding bis wonted 
support, be was condemned in a fine o f five talents, above twelve 
hundred pounds sterling. .

In such a government, however, as that o f Athens, ■ nothing was 
lasting but the capriciousness of the people. The reproach o f a con
demnation, against v’hich the greatest and purest characters .were 
scarcely more secure than the vilest, was not likely long to affect 
Cleon, Fericleshimself hdd been condemned; and, within a few days,

the
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the people anxiously invited him to take again the lead in public 
affairs.' Cleon wanted no such invitation ; he did not, with his repu
tation, lose his impudence. Continuing to cabal in the porticoes and 
vociferate in the assemblies, he loaded with vague accusation all the 
principal men of the commonwealth. The people gave him credit for 
abuse o f their superiors, as they had given Aristophanes credit for 
abusing him. In the general assembly the field thus became his own. 
Demosthenes son of Alcisthenes, anxible officer,̂  and apparently an able 
statesman, but unknown as a public speaker, seems to have yielded 
before him ; the mild and timid Nicias feared to exert his abilities in 
the contest; and Cleon by degrees so reingratiated himself with the 
people, as to become again the first man of-the commonwealth, and to 
have its forces at his disposal.

His success at Pylus gave him to delude, not only the people but 
himself, with the imagination tlrat he possessed military talents: he 
thought he could now command armies without the assistance o f 
Demosthenes; and another fortunate expedition would drown the 
memory o f  what his reputation had suffered from the attack o f Aristo
phanes, and inable him to overbear rivalship. He therefore opposed,, 
to his utmost, all proposals o f  a pacific tendency ; urging continually 
that the tarnished glory of the commonwealth ought to be restored,, 
and its losses repaired, by at least the recovery of what had. been lately 
ravished from it. His arguments were calculated to  make impressions 
on the passions o f the multitude: and the truce Avas no sooner expired 
than a decree passed for sending a force into Thrace, to the command 
of which he was appointed. The armament consisted of one thousaiad 
two hundred foot, and three hundred horse, o f the flower of the Atlie- 
nian youth, a considerable body o f the allies, also select troops, and 
thirty trireme gallies. The commission o f comniander-in-chief io  
Thrace gave power to increase his force from the auxiliaries o f that 
country, and from the Athenian troops already there.

Thus vested v'ith an important and extensive command,-in the tenth 
spring o f the war, Cleon took bis departure'from Peirsjus with his arma
ment. Touching first in Pallene, and reinforcrug himself with a part
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o f the army which was besieging Scioiie; he proceeded to a place called 
the Colophonian port, not far from Torone, in the neighboring penin
sula o f Sithonia. He had been informed that, in pursuance of a plan 
o f  Brasidas, for extending the fortifications o f Torone, so as to include 
the suburbs, ap art o f the old wall had been taken down, and the new 
works were not yet completed. Intelligence now came to liiin by 
deserters, that Brasidas was absent, and the garrison weak. A  sudden 
assault was in consequence attempted, *which succeeded, and the 
governor, Pasitelidas, a Lacedaemonian, was made prisoner, with all 
those o f the garrison and people who survived the first slaughter.

Elated with this easy success, Cleon determined to proceed against 
Amphipolis, the most important o f  all the places o f which the valor and 
ability o f Brasidas had deprived the Athenian empire. Sailing therefore 
round Athos, and entering the Strymon, the armament anchored in the 
port of Eion. This place Cleoii chose for his central post. Hence he 
made a fruitless attempt upon Stageirus, but he succeeded against 
Galepsus. Aleanwhile he applied to the king o f Macedonia for the 
auxiliary force, which, according to treaty, he was to furnish, and 
endevored to obtain some mercenaries by negotiation with Polles, 
prince o f the Odomantian Thracians. , ^

Brasidas, who depended less ripoti any force he could with cer-. 
tainty command, than upon his own activity and address and 'the 
faults o f his enemy, had hastened in v̂ ain to the relief o f Torone; 
tho when taken, he was already, ufith a body o f troops within five 
miles. When Cleon moved towal’d the Strymon, Brasidas directed his 
attention tor Amphqxdis.- He could muster there, exclusively o f the 
Amphipolitans, no more than two thousand regular heavy-armed foot, 
and'one thousand middle-armed Thracian Greeks, Avith the valuable 
addition, however, o f three hundred Grecian horse. The strength o f 
the Amphipolitans, to be relied upon, \vas uncertain, on account o f the 
difference in political sentiments among so .mixed a people. The 
Edonian Thracians, hoAvever, voluntah ily joined him with the whole 
force of their clan, horse and middle-armed foot, and he inguged 
fifteen hundi’ed Thracian-mercenaries. W ith a body o f fifteen hundred
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men, selected from these various troops,-he occupied Cerdylium, a lofty 
and strong situation on the western bank of the Strymon, whence he 
could, observe the motions o f the Athenian army incamped on the 
opposite bank. The remainder o f jiis forces he left within the walls o f  
Amphipolis, under the command of Cleilridas.

This being the situation o f the two armies, Qleon, whose business Thucyd. J. 5. 

Avas offensive operation, rested some time iii total inaction, through  ̂
m'eer ignorance, as Thucydides assures us, how to proceed. The num
bers on each side were nearly equal; but the Athenian army was far 
superior in the kind o f troops; those who were not Athenian citizens 
being the floweV o f the Lemnian and Imbrian forces. Confident in 
their own ability, and from the first, little satisfied with the command c. 7". 
under which they w'ere placed, they grew uneasy in inactivity; while 
in th.eir leisure they compared the known talents and courage o f Bra- 
sidas with the evident deficiency o f .their owii general.' Cleon, informed 
o f the growing discontent, became apprehensive o f the consequences.
It was his desire to await the reinforcements which he expected t 
but, in the mean time, to hold out to his troops the appearance at least" 
of employment, and the expectation of something more intended, and 
thinking, says Thucydides, to  infuse an opinion o f his military skill 
by a movement similar to what, tho not his own, had gained him so 
much credit at Pylus, he quitted .his camp and approached Amphipolis.
His declared purpose was, not to attack the enemy, wTio, he trusted, 
would feel their inferiority too much to venture to attack him : 
but only to make observations, and when the expected reidforce- 
ments should arrive, he intended at qnce to surround and storm the 
town. He therefore occupied a lofty hill, which overlooked the place, 
and commatided, on one side,-a view of the Strymon expanding into a , 
lake as it approached the sea, on the other, o f  the varied ground 
through which its Avaters floAved from the inland country. Here he 
formed his camp, confident o f holding it in,his option equally to remain 
or retire, unmolested. Meanwhile the gates o f the town being kept 
close, and no troops appearing upon the walls, he began to think he 
had been deficient in not bringing machines, AAdth the cooperation o f

V o x .  JI. G  o  Avhich,
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which, in the apparent weakness and timidity o f the garrison, a brisk 
assault might, he imagined, have carried the place.

Brasidas, aware o f the inferiority o f  his own troops in-arms and in  ̂
discipline, birt the more confident in the resources o f his genius, as he 
knew the inability o f the general opposed to him, ivas anxious to bring 
on a battle before the reinforcement should arrive. As soon therefore 
as he saw Cleon in .motion, he also moved from his post on Cerdy- 
lium into Amphipolis. Observing then the disorderly negligence of 
the enemy, and their apparent confidence in security, he formed his 
plan accordingly. By a sudden attack, without that perfect order of 
battle to which the Greeks generally attached great* importance, he- 
expected to gain two points: first, to throAV the enemy into a con
fusion, which might I’educe their troops to  a level with his own; and- 
then to prevent the incouragement which they would derive from the 
observation, i f  he allowed them m eansfor.it, o f the small proportion 
which his regular heavy-armed bore to  his total numbers. He could 
not, however, prudently o.mit those ceremonies which Grecian religion 
required as indispensable preparatives for, a battle; and the Athenians, 
from the height which they, occupied, could plainly distinguish the 
sacrifice performing in Amphipolis, before the temple o f Minerva, and 
the bustle o f preparation throughout the town. Thucydides adds, that- 
the feet o f horses and men in great numbers, as preparing to come out, 
so near, might the antient fortifications be approached for the purpose 
n f observation, could be discerned under the town-gates.

■ Cleon, receiving information o f  these citcumstances, and then 
assuring himself o f  the truth, o f it with his own eyes, would not await 
attack from a force which he had affected to despise, but -instantly 
commanded the'refreat o f his whole army to Eion. This the nature o f 
the ground would permit only to be performed by files froiffi the left; 
which, in the Greek system o f tactics, was highly disadvantageous. 
*To remedy the defect and obviate the consequent tlanger, Cleon think
ing he should have leisure for it, as soon as the ground permitted, 
wheeled round his right. I f  he had been in' concert with the enemy 
to expose bis army to certain defeat, he could scarcely, have taken

measures,
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measures more effectual for the purpose. The evolution not only brokC] 

for the time, that com pact arrangement whence aroise the security and 

strength o f  the Grecian phalan^, but exposed the soldier’s right side, 

unprotected b y hi^ shield, to  the enemy’s ^yeappns. This was ar 

advan tage beyond Avhat Brasidas had hoped for. E xu ltin g he ex- 

claiihed, ‘ A n  army m ovin g in that planner does not mean to stand its 

‘ gro u n d ; the victory is already ours; open the gates for me;’ anc 

im m ediately at the head o f  a  chosen band o f only one hundred anc 

fifty men, i f  our copies o f  .Thucydides are right, he ran toward tin 

jcenter o f  the Athenian army, the part, at that instant, th® mosi 

disordered. A t th'e same tim e Clearidas', at *the head o f the resi 

o f  the Peloponnesian forces, issuing out o f  that called tlje Thraciat 

gate, w ith a more steddy pace, supported Brasidas, and attacked othei 

parts o f  the Athenian line.

In  this situation o f things, the Athenian left, already some waj 

'advanced, punctually obeyed the orders received, to hasten the marcl 

toward Eion, and, breaking aw ay from the center, was soon out .of read  

o f  the enemy. This conduct was justified b y  that o f  the general, whon 

n oth in g could divert from his first purpose, to retreat. Q u ittin g  hu 

right, w ith intention to jo in  his left in its security, he was interceptec 

b y  a M yrcin ian  targeteer, from whom he received the death h< 

deserved, marked with the ignom iny o f flight.

T h e  disordered center o f  the Athenian army h a vin g  been defeated ii 

the first moment o f  attack, while the left had withdrawn from th< 

contest, Brasidas directed his efforts to  the r ig h t; which, tho desertec 

b y its general, had preserved its order, 'and regaining the high ground 

resisted firmly. E xerting him self apparently too  m uch as a private 

soldier, o f  which his uncommon strength and activ ity , perhaps, lec 

him to be over-fond, Brasidas received a w o u n d ; and falling, unper- 

eeived b y  the Athenians, was carried off b y  his friends. T h e heavy- 

armed under Clearidas,, com ing to support him,-were repulsed more 

than  once, and the Athenians maintained the contest till they we«  

surrounded'; the eneniy’s horse and middle-armed foot galling theh 

rear and flanks, while the whole force o f  the heavy-arm ed pressed them 

iu  front. Compelled thus at length to g ive  way, they retreated toward

, G G 2 , th(. ^ 9-
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til? neighboring mountains, Avhich gained not w ithout great diffi

cu lty  and m uch lo ss; and then dispersing, fled, each as he best could, 

to Eion. Brasidas lived to be brought into Am phipolis, and to know 

that his army w as eom pletely victorious, and soon-after expir.ed.

Scarcely any Spartan k n o w n jn  history, -and indeed few  men o f  any 

nation, have sho^yn themselves so indowed w ith talents to command 

armies and to persuade citizens, to m ake an d to m aintain conquests, as 

Brasidas. T h e estim ation in wdiich he was held, was remarkably testified 

b y-th e honors paid to his memory H is funeral was performed with the 

utm ost solem nity at the public e x p e n c e ; all the.allies, as well as the 

Peloponnesraii forces, atten'ding in arras. -A  spot in front o f  the agora 

o f  Amphipolis was chosen to receive his ashes, and, as sacred ground, 

was inclosed w ith a fence, to prevent profane intrusion: a monument 

was erected there' to perpetuate ,his m em o ry: every testim ony to the 

foundation o f  the colon y b y  the A thenian A gn on , whether public  

buildin g or whatever else, was carefully destroyed; and it  was ordained 

b y  public decree, that, in  future, Brasidas, the' founder o f  the liberty o f  

Amphipolis, should be venerated as the true founder o f  the city;" and to  

conclude all, worship was decreed to him as a .hero o r'd em igo d , and 

public games, udth sacrifices, were instituted, to be annually performed 

to  his honor

J>iodor«s, and, after him, Plutarch, 
relate, that ambassadors from the Thracian 
Greeks to Sparta (and such a'mission is, 
mentioiled by Thucydides, 1. 5. c. 21.) were 
Questioned by the mother of Brasidas, Ar- 
galeoiiis, concerning the death o f her son. 
In reply, speaking largely in Ijis praise, they 
said, that Brasidas had not left-his equal 
behind him. ‘ Strangers,’ answered Arga- . 
leonis, ‘ you mistake; my soti was a  man 
‘ of great merit, but there are inany snpe- 
‘ rior to him in Sparta.’ Died, h 12. c ,74 . 
Plut, Apqph. Lacon. This anecdote is per
fectly consonant to the spirit of patrioiisnl, 
■which it was the purpose of the Spartan in
stitutions to instil into every citizen of 
either sex, and it may h-ave had its founda
tion id fact: but according tdevery account 

1 1 '

o f the. limes, -.particularly that of Thucy
dides, Argaleonis, if the story is fairly told, 
was more partial to her country th-an just 

' to her son, and ^fo the sentiment had 
something noble, the assertion was not 
tru e; for Brasidas did not leave his equal 
behind him in Sparta, nor, apparently in all 
Greece. The high reputation, in which he 
■was held by his enemies, may be gathered 
from an expression which Plato has put 
into the mouth of Alcibiades, where, speak-' 
ing of great characters, and of Socrates-as 
the only one without a parallel, he says 
Brasidas .was iiot so, for lie might be com
pared to Achilles; ly.vElo,
ayr'ciKutrsKf a f  Ti{ xut Bpaa-iiav. Cenviv.
p. 2 2 1 .  U 3 .  '

This expression of Plato seems to mark
the
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ISfego-'Passage through Thessaly denied to the Lacedcemonian Troops.
tiation f o r  Peace resumed by Lacedcemon and Athens: A  partial 
Peace concluded.

T o o  late the en vy o f the leadin g men in the Spartan administration had Thucyd. I, 5, 

yielded to the pressing occasions o f the commonwealth, which wanted •

ahilities like those o f  Brasidas, and a body o f  nine hundred heavy

armed, under tlie command o f  Ramptiias, Autocharidas,and Epicydides, 

had-.been ordered to l i is  assistance. "Toward the end o f  "summer they *Mid. Sept, 

arrived at Heracleia in Trachinia, and while they were settling the  

deranged affairs o f  that colony, the action near Amphipolis happened.

T h e y  had already entered Thessaly, w hen'intelligence o f  it reached Tbucyd. 1. 5. 

them ; and about tlie same tim e a declaration was communicated to  

them from the Thessalians, that their march through Thessaly would  

be opposed. T he difficulty thus presented, the consciousness, as T hu -' 

cydides adds, o f their insufficiency for the prpsecution oftliQse designs 

w hich had originated,with Brasidas, the consideration that the necessity  

for reinforcing the Peloponnesian troops in .T h race .was alleviated by  

the advantages already gained there, and the knowlege that the, lead

in g  men o f  their administration were more anxious for peace than  

w illin g to  risk further the events o f  war, all together determined them  

im m ediately to lead their little an h y home. • ■

■ A  concurrence o f circumstances how contributed to induce the tw o c. u .  

leading powers nearly, equally to desire peace! T h e LacedEemonians

the superior strength and activity of Bra- 
sidas, and his disposition to personal e.'ter- 
tiou in battle. Berlins we might do him 
an honor not h-ss his due, by comparing 
him with a Soldier of our own country, not 
particularly remarkable for those quahlits. 
The concluding part of his life, at least, 

'bore u strong resemblance to that of our 
conqueror of Canada. The, obvious dii-

lerences are, that Wolfe conimaiided the 
smaller aiTd more disciplined di-my against 
the more numerous and less regular; that 
his business 1 was attack, that o f Brasidas 
defence; and that, instead of a Cleon, the 
general opposad to him v/as a, manof faiik, 
and of distinguished abilities, experience and 

'general worth.

h a d
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had originally ingaged In tlie war in confidence o f declstve^superiority, 
and in full hope that the. waste o f  Attica, with a battle, which they 
■ expected would insue, and in which they had no doubt t)f being victo
rious, would bring the Athenians to their terins. Theeventhad every- 
w'̂ ay deceived their expectation. The ravage o f  A ttica had produced 
no important consequence; they found themselves utterly unable to 
raise that formidable navy which they had projected : on the conUary, 
their allies had been exposed to continual danger, and suffered exten
sive injury, from the Athenian fleets; and at length the blow had fallen 
severely en themselves. Their loss in killed and prisoners at Pylus 
was such as never within memory had happened to their state : the 
enemy possessed a,fortress within their country; a most galling cir
cumstance, and still more strange to-tliem: an iland was taken from 
them, which commanded their coast; and from Pylus and from Cythera 
their lands were infested, and depredation was spied, in a manner before 
totally unexperienced. Their slaves at the same time deserted iii num
bers, and the apprehension was continual, that confidence in forein 

' , assistance would excite insun ectiori among the numerous remainder o f  
Thucyd.1. 5. those oppressed men. Anxiety was unceasing in the principal families, 

for their friends and relations confined in the public prison o f Athens; 
and,- to make the prospect more alarming, a truc^ M'hichhad been con- 

4-. U, eluded for thirty years between Lacedaemon and Argos, was on the 
point o f expiring, and the Argians refused to renew, it but on terms to 
which tlie Lacedremonians were very unwilling to subm it; while at the 
same time there appeared reason to apprehend that a breach wdth Argos 
would make a schism iii Peloponnesus, and that some o f  the principal 
states of their alliance would side With the'Argians against them. .

So m any and so -weighty were the causes w h ich  still urged Lacedje- 

mon, notw ithstanding the late turn o f  fortune in her favor, to be soli- , 

citous for peace. A t  the same tim e th a t turn o f fortune had consider

ably lowered the h au gh ty tone o f  Athens. T h e  defeats at D elium  and 

Am phipolis, the revolt o f  so m any o f their dependencies, and the fear 

th a t others would follow a successful example, had ch eck ed  the idea 

•before prevailing, th at they could command the fortune o f  war,; and 

anight dictate the terms o f  peace; and there followed a very  general

regret,
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regret, that the favorable opportunitj^, procured by the success at 
Pylus, had been, in AvantCn haughtiness, thrown away.

W ith the inclination o f the people, on both sides, it fortunately hap
pened that the temper and interests of the leading men concurred. By 
the’dcath o f the turbulent Cleon; the mild Nicias was left undisputedly 
first minister of the Athenian commonwealth. While the innate temper 
o f N icias disposed him to peace, tfie inclination was heightened by the 
accidental circumstance of/possessing a very large patrimony, which, 
in the insecurity of the scanty territory of a Grfeciau republic, peace 
only could inable to injoy ; and even the desire o f glory, to which he 
was not insensible, led him to seek the reputation of being the peace- 
niaker for his country, while peace could yet be made with certain 
advantage. A t the same time, among the Lacedajmonlans, the interest 
o f  Pleistoanax, the reigning prince of the house o f Eurysthenes, led • 
him to be urgent for peace. Pleisitoanax, as we have heretofore seen, Ch 12. s. s. 
in early youth, had been condemned* to banishment, on suspicion o f ®GhisHist. 
faking bribes from Pericles, to lead the Peloponnesian army out o f 
Attica. The Lacedarmonian ministry, it appears, whether in the neces
sity o f complying with popular superstition, or desirous of finding a 
cover for their own inability and an .'excuse for miscarriages, frequently 
applied for advice to the Delphian oracle; and they were disturbed 
with the continual repetition o f an exhortation annexed to every 
response, ‘ That the Lacedfemonians should bring back the demigod;
* son o f Jupiter.’ The friends, o f Pleistoanax interpreted this as a 
divine admonition to restore that prince, thq, descendant and represen
tative o f  the demigods Hercules and Perseus, acknowleged by Grecian 

* superstition as sons o f Jupiter; and Pleistoanax was in consequence 
restored, after a banishment o f nineteen years. But a report was cir
culated, and gained extensive credit, that the admonitory response had 
been procured by bribery to the Delphian priests; and the party in 
opposition did not fail to make advantage o f  that report, attributing 
every adversity that befel the Spartan arms, to the anger of the gods 
at the restoration o f Plei.stoanax, at any rate offensive to them, but 
doubly 50,. as havifig been procured by such impious collusion. Thus

■ - ife ■

Thucyd. ut
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it became particularly an object •\vzth that prince to  obviate the risk of 

■ calamities from war. ' '

Tbucyd. 1. S. Such being the disposition on both sides, conferences were ■ opened, 

and they were continued through the winter. Tow ard spring" the 

negotiation was so little advanced, th at .the Laeedcemonians circulated 

notices am ong their allies,, to prepare, not only for a fresh invasion o f  

A ttica, b u t for the establishment o f  a fortified post in the country. 

Soon after, however,-preliminaries ŵ ere agreed upon; the fundamental 

principle o f  w hich was, that each party should restore wdiat had been 

taken in the w ar; except that Nisaea -was reserved to Athens, in con

sideration o f  the refusal o f  the Thebans to surrender Platsea. A  conven-«
tion  o f deputies from the states o f  the Lacedmmonian alliance was then 

assembled, w^hen the Boeotians, Corinthians,, Eleians, and Megariahs 

protested ag^ainst the proposed terms : but the other states,- who formed 

a  m ajority o f  the assembly, approving them, the.Lacedcemonian govern- 

. ment proceeded to ratify the peace in the name o f  the whole confc- 

jd eracy. I t  ran nearly th u si ‘ T h a t the common temples, the religious 

lites, and the oracles o f  the G reek nation,' (thcrse o f  D elphi particij-

* larly named) should be equally open to  all, to  pass to and from at all 

■‘ times in safety, b y  sea or ,by lan d; and th at the Delphian people 

‘ should be independent, y ie ld in g  obedience and p a yin g  tribute to

* n o n e : T h a t the treaty should remain in force for fifty  years i That  

‘ i f  any disputes should arise Between the co n tra ctin g  powers,^ they

* should be determined b y ju d icia l process, the mode o f  which should 

‘  be hereafter se ttle d ; T h a t the cities to be restored b y  Lacedeemon,

* namely, A rgilu s, Stageiriis, Acanthus, Scolus, O lyn thus, Spartolus,

 ̂ to geth er w ith those in the peninsula o f  Athos, should be free, paying  

‘ only to  Athens the tribute appointed b y  A risteides: T h a t  those cities 

‘ should not, by th e operation o f  this treaty, be bound in confederacy  

‘  with either party; but that it  should be permitted them , by their own  

‘ act, if  tliey should hereafter chuse-it, to  jo in  the A th en ian  confede- 

‘ r a c y : T h a t Amphipolis, b ein g an A thenian colony, should be 

'' restored u n con d itio n ally: and th a t the Lacedasmonians should pro- 

 ̂ cure thje restoration o f  the fortress o f  Panactum  in  A ttic a , takeii by  

- ' . . - the

«. la.
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‘ the Cosotiaiis. On the other side, that Coryphasiuni (the territory 

‘ in which Pylus was situated) Cythera, Methone, Pteleum, and A ta-  

‘ lanta should be restored to LacecTtenion. Prisoners M̂ erc to be equally 

‘ restored on both sides. T h e  Scionteans, now besieged, were left to 

‘ the m ercy o f  the Athenian people; the safe departure of the Pelo- 

‘ pbnnesians in garrison with them only being provided for. I t  was 

‘ then stipulated that every state acceding to the treaty should severally 

‘ swear to the observation o f  it, by that oath which its own religious 

‘ institutions made for itself most sacred and binding; that such oath 

* should be repeated annually ; ' and that columns, with th e'treaty  

‘ inscribed, should be erected at Olympia, at P y t h o . (the name b y  

‘ which Homer calls Delphi, and which seems to have been continued  

‘ in use as a more solemn and sacred appellation) at the isthmus, a t  

‘ Athens in the citad el,'an d  at Lacedsemon in the A f’̂ yclffium: and,

‘ finally, th a t it  should be law ful for the Athenians and Lacedseiho- 

‘ nians, b y  mutual consent, to supply any omission, and, after due 

‘ discussion, to make any alteration in these articles.’ T h e date is th en ■ Thucyd. t.5 . 

added thus : ‘ A t  the conclusion o f the treaty presided the ephor Pleis- 

‘  tolas, on the foiirth day before the end o f  the Lacedem onian month 

‘ Artemisius, and the archon o f  Athens, Alcseus, on the sixth day before 

‘ the end o f  the Athenian month Elaphebolion,’ which our chronologers 

make the tenth o f  April. . Fifteen Lacedem onians and seventeen A th e

nians, as representatives o f the two states, assisted a t the sacrifices, and 

took the oaths. T he name o f  the ephor Pleistolas stands at the head 

o f  the Lacedem onians, th a to f  Lampon is first o f  th e Athenians; among 

whom we find those o f .N icias, Laches, Agnoni Lamachus, Demos

thenes, and others who had been in high situations in the governm ent..

c. 19.

V o r. II . H h
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C H A P T E R  XVJI.
O f  tho. ip E L O P O N N E s iA N  W a r , d u rin g  the. P e a c e  betw een  

, L A C E P iE M O N  a n d  A t h e n s .

S E C T I O N  I.

Thueyd. 1. 
c. 21.

Difficutties m the Execution o f  the ’Articles o f  the Peace. Alliance 
between Lacedcanon and Athens. Intrigues o f  the Corinthians: 
New Confederacy in Peloponnesus: Dispute between Lacedcemon 
tind E l i s : Dispute between Lacedcemo7t and Mantmeia. Tyraiiny 
o f  the Athefiiaii People: Surrender o f Scione: Superstition o f the 

. Athenian People.

H E  treaty o f  peace thus concluded betM' êen the leading powers 

o f  the tw o confederaoies, w hich had been contending, with little

■ remission, now ten years in ariiis, w'as ill calculated to g iv e  general and 

permanent quiet to  the nation. A  want o f  able men in the administra

tion o f Lacedaemon, which had been manifested in the conduct o f the 

affairs o f  that state through the wdiole o f  the Avar, above all show ed- 

itself in this treaty, and in .'the circum stances which followed. A  

na-n-ow p o licy appeared in the treaty itse lf: the exclusivm' interest o f

■ Lacedsemnn was considered: that o f  theallie.'s, by whom  Lacedaemon 

was powerful, a n d  without w hom  she scarcely could be safe (such Avas 

the alteration sin ce the simple age o f  her great legislator) aa’Ci c -unpar-

5. donably neglected. The Lacedaemonians themsekes AA'ere to recover 
all that had been taken from them ; but their old and necessary allies 
the Corinthians were to remain deprived of their colonies of Soleium 
in iEtolia, and Anactorium in'A carnania: the Megarians AV’ere to put 
up Avith the much more distressing loss of Nistea, their port, not a mile 
from the city ;- Avhile the Eleians Avere suffering, not neglect, but Avhat 
they imputed to Spaita as active injustice and oppression. With all 
this, the Lacediemonian administration found-themselves unable to
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carry into effect some of the most importairt articles of their oven 
treaty.. I t  M’as to be decided b}’’ lot, Avhich of the contracting parties 
should hrst j>'crform its ingagement, for the restoration of prisoners and 
places taken, and the lot fell up§ii Lacedffimon; Accordingly the 
Athenian prisoners were immediately released; and Jschagoras, with 
two other commissioners, "Was sent into Thrace, to direct the surrender 
of Amphipolis, and to rf'quire compliance with the terms of the trea'ty, 
from the’ towns Avhich had been received into the Lacedtemonian 
alliance. But those towns refused; and Clearidas, Avho had succeeded 
Brasidas in the command in chief in Thrace, Avould not, pretending he 
could not, in opposition to the Cjialcidians, surrender Amphipolis. 
Both the general, however, and the Chalcidian chiefs, became appre
hensive o f the consequences o f this disobedience; and the former went 
himself, the others sent deputies, to apologize for their conduct, but a t  
the same time Avith a view to procure an alteration of the articles, or 
even to disturb the peace. Clearidas Avas hastily remanded, Avith orders 
to bring away all the Peloponnesian forces, if  compliance with the  
terms of the treaty sheuld be any longer delayed.

The congress of deputies of the confederacy remained still assembled 
in Lacedssmon, and-the Lacedssmonian administration had been in 
vain urging the dissentients to accede to the treaty. They Avere 
equally vmsuccessful in the endevor to accommodate matters Avith 
A rg o s; so that, Avith that state, a Avar seemed inevitable, in AÂ hich, 
according to all appearance, the greater part of Pdoponnesus AAmuld be 
against them. Alarmed by these considerations, they proposed a 
defensiA^e alliance Avith Athens, which AÂ ashastily concluded; and then 
the Athenians released the prisoners taken iif Sphacteria. ‘Meanwhile 
the congress of the Peloponnesian confederacy was dismissed, with a 
disposition, among many of the meml)ers, far front friendly to the poli
tical quiet of Greece.

The complex intrigues that insued among the Grecian republics 
form, in the detail of them remaining to us from Thucydides, no' 
indeed the . most sp]enditl,_ but one of the most curious and instructiA'( 
portions of Grecian history. Nothing gives to know so intimatel3 
the political state of Greece in general,, at the time, or the state o:

. H H 5 pal t i e

Thucyd. 1. .*/■ 
c. 21 •

c. 22.

c. 23. 

c. 24. 

C, 22.
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parties in the principal republics; and nothing affords equal ground 

for a ju st estim ation o f  the value o f  that union, scarcely to  be called a 

, federal union, b u t rather a connection founded on opinion, and sup

ported principally b y  similarity o f  language, manners; and religious 

belief; a connection subsisting unequally, uncertainly, and yet sub

sisting, .among the numerous and scattered members o f  the Greek 

nation. I t  m ay indeed be difficult, even with th at able and exact 

historian for our guide, to avoid some tedioushess, and perhaps some 

confusion in the narration; which must however be hazarded, rather 

than evade ap im portant part o f  th e office o f  historian.

T he Corinthians, irritated now against Lacedremon, were not les.s 

warm than at the beginning o f  the war in enm ity to  Athens. When 

the convention o f  the confederacy-was dismissed, their deputies, instead 

o f  returning im m ediately home, w ent to Argos, where means o f  con- 

•fidential com m unication with some o f  the leading men ’ were open to 

them. T o  these th ey urged, that  ̂ since the Lacedsemonians, resign- 

‘ in g  their anti?nt character, or rather their pretension to  the character,

* o f  protectors o f  the liberty o f  Greece, had made n ot o n ly  peace, but 

‘ a close alliance, with the Athenians, its most determined and dangerous. 

‘ enemies,, it became the Argians to  interfere, toward the preservation,

‘ at least, o f  Peloponnesus. T h e opportunity w'hich present circum- 

‘ stances offered,’ they said, ‘ was in v itin g : for such was the-disgust  

‘ taken at the con duct o f  .Lacedsemon, it would be on ly to.declare, by 

‘ a public decree, the readiness o f  the A rgian  people to enter ihto

* alliance with any independent G recian cities, and th e y  would qu ickly  

‘ find themselves a t the head o f  a powerful confederacy.’ T h e A rgian  

chiefs were very well disposed to the measure thus recommended ; but 

a difficulty occurred in the dem ocratical form o f their government. 

In regular course, all negotiation w ith  forein states m ust be transacted 

with the assembly o f  the people. T h is would unavoidably make the  

business more public than suited the views o f th e  Corinthian deputies, 

or could consist w ith the safety o f  the leading men in some o f  the 

republics with which they m eant to  negotiate. T h e Corinthian mini

sters therefore advised to propose, in general terms only, to  the Argian

.people,
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people, ‘ That alliances should be made with fiiendly Grecian states;’ 
and when this proposition had received the sanction o f a decree, it 
might be ventured farther to recommend, ‘ That the necessary nego- 
* tiations.should be intrusted to select commissioners.’

A  concurrence of circumstances at this time favored the purpose o f 
the Corinthians. While the reputation o f Lacedtemon had been con
siderably lowered in Greece by the events o f the late war, Argos, keeping 
upon good terms with all the contending powers, had thriven in peace.
Ambition grew with increasing wealth and strength, and the decay o f 
Lacedsemon seemed to offer an opening for Argos, to recover its antient 
preerninence and command in Peloponnesus; udiich, far from an 
empty honor, u ould be a very important advantage, when, as at present, 
a M'ar with that still powerful neighbor was, impending. Thus*the Thucyd. 1.5. 

Corinthian deputies succeeded with the Argian chiefs, and these with 
the people; and a*committee o f twelve men was appointed, with full, 
power to conclude treaties o f  alliance, defensive and offensive, with 
any Grecian states, except Athens and Lacedasmon :'^f either o f these 
should offer, it was required ‘ that the proposal should be laid before 
the Argian people., '

N ot any liberal view to an improvement o f the federal union o f c. 20; 
Greece, but the separate interest o f particular republics, brought the 
first accessioii to the proposed new confederacy under the presidency, 
o f Argos. While the war with Athens had kept Lacedsemon fully - 
ingaged, theMantineians had compelled a  part o f Arcadia, before inde
pendent, to subrriit to their dominion; and they justly apprehended 
that, it> the leisure o f peace, however any generous regard for the com
mon welfare might be wanting, the consideration of their own interest 
would urge the Lacedaemonians to interfere, and prevent such exercise 
o f sovereinty over any people within Peloponnesus. The universal 
liberty o f Greece had been held out as the first principle o f the liew 
confederacy; but to make a beginning toward collecting allies, was 
esteemed by the Argians o f move importance, than a strict adherence 
to any such principle. The gov^ernment o f Mantineia, like their own, 
was democmtical: which Avas a reason both for their union in oppo- . 
fiition to Lacedasmon, and for the allowance o f some indulgence to

Mantineia
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M antineia in tlie,exercise o f  a tyrannical authority over other Grecian 

states, , - •

This narrow and corrupt policy u âs, in the moment, n o t unattended 

with tlie proposed advantage. G re a t and general offence and alarm 

had been taken a t  that article in the treaty between Lacedeemon and- 

AthenS) w hich declared that the Lacedasinonians and Athenians, with- 

out mention o f  an y other states o f  Greece, iniglit in concurrenee, at 

any time, make whatever alteration in the conditions to  them should 

seem, fit; which was little less than a declaration o f  authority, in those 

two. states united, to  g ive  law to G reece. T h e accession o f  Mantineia 

to.the new  confederacy increased the ferm ent: for, whjle intelligence 

o f the fa c t \vas circulated, the m otives were not univ^ersally obvious; 

and^jt was very generally supposed, that the Mantineians, near neigh

bors to both Lacedsemon and Argos, knew more than was generally 

known, and that reasons which im pelled'them  o u gh f probably to weigh 

with all. ' ' - ‘

' T h e Lacediemonian administration, early informed o f  all these poli

tical movements, were greatly-alarmed, -^Ministers were dispatclied to 

Corinth, which was understood to be the fountain-head o f  tlie in trigu e,. 

to inquire and remonstrate. B y the terms o f th at confederacy o f  

W'hich Lacedmmoii was the head, it Avas stipulated that the vo ice o f a 

majority o f  the states should bind the w hole; with an exception, how

ever, required perhaps by Grecian superstition, but singulariy adapted 

to  political evasion, expressed in these terms, ‘ provided no hindrance 

‘ occurred from the gods or heroes.’ W hatever m ight be the views o f  

some leading men am ong the Corinthians in desiring the continuance  

o f the war, the cause o f  the general dissatisfaction o f  th e  Corinthian  

people with the terms o f  the peace, was well known, and was reasonable. 

T h e  Lacedaemonians,' in stipulating for the restoration o f  all places 

taken from themselves by the Athenians, had ceded the towns of~ 

Soleium and Anactorium , taken from the Corinthiaiis. B ut this, 

however a real grievance and a ju st cause o f  dissatisfaction, could not 

projeerly be urged by. the Corinthians as a cause for refusing accession  

to  the treat.y with Athens, which was. a regular act o f  the confederacy. 

T h ey resorted therefore to the gods for their pretence; allpdging that
th ey

Tliucyd. 1. 5. 
c. 30.'
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they had bound themselves by oath to protect the Potlclteans and their 
other allies in Thrace; whence arose a hindrance from the gods, shell 
that they could not accede to the terms of the treaty. To the com
plaints o f  the Lacedaimonians about the Argian confederacy, they 
replied, ‘ that thej  ̂ would consult their allies, and do nothing but what 
* should be deemed proper and just.’ With these answers the Laced®- , 
monian ministers, unable to obtain any farther satisfaction, returned 
home, •

In the disputes, difficult by any means to settle, to which the division Thucyd. L 5-, 
o f Peloponnesus into so many independent village states gave perpetiiai * * 
occasion, circumstances had arisen to set' the Eleians, still mpre than 
the Corinthians, a t variance with Lacedajinon. J3cfore the war,-the 
people o f  the little town of Lepreum, oppressed by the united enmity o f  
some neighboring Arcadian villages, had applied to Elis for-protection, 
offering half their lands to obtain it. The Eleians, accepting‘the con
dition, compelled the Arcadians to make peace, and then allowed the 
Lepfeans TStill to occupy the ceded territory, paying only an acknow- , 
legement o f a talent yearly to Olympian Jupiter. For anything that 
appears, the bargain was advantageous fora people so unable to defend 
their projrerty, and maintain themselves in unconnected independency, 
as the Lepreans. But when the war with Athens broke out, the 
Lepreans, as well as the Eleians, being members o f the Lacedaemonian 
confederacy, urged the expence o f expeditions into Attica, and other 
burthens o f the war, as pretences for discontinuing the payment. This 
hb^vever, the Eleians would not admit;  upon W hich the Lepreans 
appealed to Lacedmmon: but the Eleians, apprehending that they 
ishoiild not have fair measure o f  justice there, ^vaved the arbitration, 
and asserted their right by arms. The Lacedmmonians nevertheless 
proceeded to giv® sentence in the cause, declaring the Eleiarfs aggres
sors, and the Lepreans free; and upon the refusal o f  the Eleians to 
accept this decision, they had put a body o f forces into Lepreum for 
its protection; , : , ■

Irritated by .this arbitrary, and, as they esteemed it, unjust pro
ceeding, the Eleians were prepared for the opportunity which now 
offered for ingaging in a confederacy of Peloponnesian states, in oppo-

* ; sition
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sition to Lacedaemon.- They sent ministers to Corinth, who concluded 
a separate treaty o f alliance with that state; and, proceeding to Argos, 
pledged their commonwealth to the new confederacy. ' Then the 
Corinthians also acceded to that confederacy, and their influence 
decided the Chalcidians of Thrace to the same measure. The Boeotians 
and Megarians were enough dissatisfied'with Lacedtemon to declare 

. approbation o f it, and an intention to concur. But the consideration 
that the presidency o f a democratical government could scarcely fail 
to jar with the interests of their oligarchal administrations, made tliem 
hesitate to conclude. ; .

Thucyd. 1, 5. While these intrigues Avcrc going forward, for the purpose o f sub- 
averting the powCT of Lacedffimon, the administration o f that state were 
carrying into effect against the Mantineians, after their usual method,
by force o f arms, that undefined and arbitrary kind o f jurisdiction,

* -
which the'Peloponnesians seem, in some measure, by common consent 
to have committed to them, and which,'tho not often successfully, had 
nevertheless been opposed almost as often as exercised. A  pai ty at 
Parrhasii in Arcadia, one o f the townships which the .Mantineians had 
subjected, applied to Lacedfemon for relief. The Mantineians were 
not only obnoxious , at Lacedjeraon, for their new connection with 
Argos, but still more particularly for, having put a garrison into 
Cypsela, a fortress in the Parrhasian territory, close upon the borders 
o f Laconia. A t  the same time thefefore to take Cypsela, and to relieve 
the Parrh^sians from their subjection .to Mantineja, which would be 
ill effect to bring them under subjection to Laced^mon, the whole 
force o f the coramonweaUh marched under the kitig Pleistoauax.

The resource o f the Mantineians, not one of the'sm allest republics 
of Greece, is among the strongest proofs o f the miserably uncertain 
state o f government, law, property, and freedom, through the greatest 
part o f that country. That they might exert their whole force in 
defence o f the Parrhasian territory, they committed their own city, 
with their families, and indeed their all, except themselves and their 
arms, to.a garrison o f Argians. They were nevertheless unable to give 
any effectual opposition to the Eacedasmonian arm y: Cypsela was 

.destroyed, and Parrhasif, as far as under Lacedremonian protection 
* . might
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m ig h t be, became again a n . independent state.. T h e  fidelity of the 

A rgian s to their trust, however, cemented the new connection between 

their state and M antineia.

I n  the course o f .Uie summer, Clearidas returned to Laccdsemon, 

>vith the troops which had fo u gh t under Brasidas in Thrace; and the  

governm ent rewarded the valor and zeal o f  the Helots o f that army 

w ith the present o f their liberty, g ivin g  them leave to settle theinselvesr 

w herever tliey could find a liveliliood. T h e present seems, thus to have  

been o f  small valu e; for the Helots were little able to provide a settle- 

jnent for themselves. Bu,t in Lacedaemon ^yere some other Helots, 

who, to  strengthen the state in its declining circumstances, had been 

adm itted to the rights o f  citizen s; and Spartan pride and Spartan 

jealousy, now peace was restored with Athens, would w illingly see all 

those persons members o f  an y state rather than o f  their owm. T h e  

infranchised Helots therefore were all established in Lepreum, as an 

increase o f  force to that town against the enm ity o f  Elis.

A  measure o f  arbitrary severity, not indicating a good and firm con

stitution , was about the same time taken, on the plea o f  necessity for 

the security o f  the commonwealth, against the unfortunate men w ho  

had been ju s t  restored to their country, after so long languishing in  

A th en ian  prisons. N o t  on ly many o f them were o f  high rank, but 

.some were actually in high offices. T h ey found themselves neverthe

less exposed to frequent invective, for having done, what was esteemed, 

am ong the Lacedasmonians, so disgraceful and so illegal, and hitherto  

so unknow n, as surrendering their arms to an enemy, tho, for the o c

casion, it  had been specially warranted by the executive power. Some 

disturbance was apprehended in consequence; to prevent which, a 

decree o f  degradation was passed by the people^against them, rendering 

them incapable o f  office, and, what appears extraordinary, whether as 

precaution or punishment, incapable o f  b u yin g or selling. Some tim e  

after, however, tho what occasioned the change we are not informed, 

they were restored to their former rights and honors.

Peloponnesus thus, lo n g esteemed the best-governed and the happiest 

portion o f  the G reek nation, m igh t seem now to have sheathed the 

sword, drawn against external enemies, only to g iv e  the freer oppor- 

. Y o l . I E  I j tu n ity
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tu n ity  for intepnal convulsion. - A then s meanwhile, and her confede

racy, were not better prepared for political quiet and c iv il order. In  

that state indeed o f th e Athenian constitution, w hich g a ve  means for 

Cleon to becom e first minister and general in chief, the fate o f the sub

ordinate republics, subjected to th e  arbitrary will o f  such a soverein as 

the Athenian people, under the gu id an ce o f  such a minister as Cleon, 

could not but be wretched, or id  the highest degree precarious. That  

tyranny over them , described and remonstrated against, especially by 

X enophon and Isoprates, appears to  have been then at its greatest 

h e ig h t; nor could the mild benevolence o f  a N ic ia s g b  far toward its 

restraint. N o t  satisfied with the sim ple possession and exercise o f  abso

lute power, tho it  sent those who offended to  execution  or slavery by  

is o e r.d e  thousands, the Athenian people would indulge in the pride and. van ity  

’ and ostentation o f  tyranny. ‘ So d i l i g e n t  says Isocrates, ‘ v^ere they  

 ̂ tc  discover how  they m ight m ost earn the detestation o f  m ankind, 

that, b y  a decree, they directed the tribute m oney to  he exhibited,

 ̂ a t  the D ionysian festival, on the stage o f  the theater, divided into  

, talen ts; thus m akin g parade before, their allies, numbers o f  whom  

* would be present, o f  the pro|xirty wrested from them to  pay th at  

‘‘ very mercenary force, by w hich th ey were held in so degrading a su b- 

‘ jectionp and settin g the other Greeks, o f whom also m an y would a t -  

‘ tend, upon tecko n in g what orphans had been made, w hat calamities.

brought upon G recian states, to co lle c t that o b ject o f  pride for the  

‘‘ Athenian peopled

Such was the character o f  the A thenian governm ent, when the unfor

tunate Scion$ans, a l f  assistance bein g ivithdrawn from them, were 

" reduced to the dreadful necessity o f  surrendering themselves at dis

cretion to the iithenian- f o r c e s a n d  the Athenian people: added, upon, 

the occasion, a  sh ockin g instance to  th e many that occur in history, o f  

the revengeful and unrelenting temper o f  dem ocratical despotism- * 

T ho Cleon was no.longer livin g to  urge the execution o f  the deci^ee, o f  

which he had been the proposer^ it  was nevertheless executed in fu ll  

strictness: every male o f  the Scionasans, arrived at ntanhood, was put 

to death, and tlie Women- and children were all reduced to slavery : thfr 

town and lands were given  to the Platseans-

Amid such acts o f  extreme inhum anity, we have difficulty to discovetr

Thucyd. 1, 
e.32.
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any value in that fear o f the gods, and that care about the concerns of
what they called religion, which we find ever lively in the minds o f
the Greek’s. The late change in the fortune o f  war, and the losses
sustained by the commonwealth, gave the Athenians to imagine that
the gods had taken olfcnce at something in their conduct; but they
never looked beyond some vain ceremony; whether, in its concomitant
and consequent circumstances, moral or most grossly immoral. The Thucyd. 1.5. 

— c 32
cruel removal o f the. Delians from their iland had been undertaken as a 
work o f piety, necessary ton-ard obtaining the favor of the de'ity. The 
contrary imagination now gained, that the god's pleasure had been 
mistaken; and the Delians were restored to their possessions. Possibly 
some leading men found their ends in amusing the minds of the people 
with both these mockeries.

S E C T I O N  II.

Continuation o f  Obstacles to the Execution o f  the Articles o f  the 
Peace. Change o f Administration at Laceddmon : Intrigues o f  the 
new Administration; Treaty with Bceotia; Remarkable Treaty with 
Argos; Resentment o f  Athens toward Lacedeemon,

T h e  peace restored free intercourse between Athens and those Pelo- c .35. 
ponnesian states which acceded to it;  tho inability, on one side, com- 4 2 j 
pletely to perform tlie conditions, produced immediately, on the other, ^̂1- 
complaint, with jealousy and suspicion, which soon became mutual.
The Peloponnesian troops were withdrawn from the protection o f 
Am pliipolis; but the place was left to the inhabitants, with arms in 
their hands. The other Thracian towms, which had joined the Pelo
ponnesian alliance, refused to acknowlege the authority of the treaty: 
for the conditions, tho favorable to the democratical, would have b^en 
ruinous to the oligarchal, which, through the connection with Lace- 
dmmon, was becon)e the ruling party.^ In consequence o f repeated 
remonstrances, a day was-at length named, within which, i f  all tho.se 
included in the treaty, as members of the Peloponnesian confede
racy, did. not comply with the terms, Lacedeemon should hold them

I  i 2 as
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as Enemies, and join Athens in her measures. The time passed  ̂
and the Lacedaemonians still made excuses. They had manifested 
their desire, they said, to fulfil'their ingagements, by doing everything' 
in their power: they had restored the Athenian prisoners, they had 
withdrawn their troops from T h race; they still hoped, without so rigo
rous a measure, against antient allies; as compulsion by' arms, to succeed 
to their desire with the Corinthians and Boeotians; and with regard to 
the prisoners in the hands o f the latter, about whom the Athenians were 
particularly anxious, they had no doubt o f obtaining their release. I t  
therefore became the Athenians to show.an equally good disposition 
by surrendering Pylus; or, i f  they would still detain that place as a 
pledge, they should however remove the Messenians and Helots, 
implacable and restless enemies o f Lacedaemon, and garrison it with 
Athenians only, who would not contravene the terms o f the peace. 
W ith the latter requisition the Athenians, after much altercation, com
plied ; and the Messenians and Helots, removed. from Pylus, were 
established in Cephallenia.

The change in the annual magistracies, in autumn, brought a change 
in the politics o f  Lacedaemon, which o f  course affected all Greece, 
Lacedaemon like other Grecian slates, had its factions; and there was 
now an opposition, i f  we may use a modern term perfectly apposite, 
not only adverse to the peace, but holding constant correspondence 
with the Corinthians, Boeotians, and other seceders from the confede-- 
racy. The political power o f the kings, which should have 'given 
stability to the measures o f executive governihent, was nearly annihi
lated ; while the ephors, in the name of the people, had been gradually 
acquiring, to their own office, a despotic conlroul over the whole 
administration; and, that office being annual, the Lacedaemonian, 
councils became o f  course liable to  much fluctuation. A t the late 

.change, two o f the opposition, Cleobulus and Xenares, had been 
elected ephors. In the following winter a congress o f deputies, from̂  
all the principal states o f Greece, was assembled at Sparta, for the pro
fessed purpose o f accommodating the numerous existing differences; 
but, after much altercation, they parted without settling- anything. 
Cleobulus and Xenares then put forward an intrigue, apparently well

c o n c e iv e d ,
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conceivetl, for the purpose, at the same time, o f serving their party, o f 
relieving their country from evils actual or threatened, and of confirm
in g ‘and even extending its antient preeminence^ among the Grecian 
republics. In Argos itself, the s‘tate most inimical to, Lacedsemon, 
they held correspondence with a friendly party ; and they were upon 
good terms with the leading men o f Corinth and Bceotia, which 
their predecessors had not been. These eircuinstances formed the 
basis o f their project.. Instead o f opposing the new confederacy, they.
'proposed, through the Corinthian and Boeotian deputies, who were  ̂
friendly to ^their purpose, first, to promote thfe projected alliance o f  
Bceotia with Argos, and then to endevor to ingage Argos itself in 
alliance with Lacedaehion. That being effected, it would not be dif
ficult to renew the connection with Bceotia, Corinth, Mantineia, and 
Elis; and thus Lacedaemon would find itself at the head of its whol-e 
antient confederacy, with the powerful and long inimical' commoa- 
wealth o f ArgOs added.

The plan, so laid, was communicated to the friendly party in Argos. Thucyd.t 5. 

and the Boeotian and Corinthian deputies returned home. The 
Boeotarc.s, being then sounded, were found perfectly disposed to the 
measure. But the publicity required for all transactions o f govern
ment, even in the aristocratrcal Grecian commonwealths, thwarted a 
project for which secrecy was indispensable. I t  was necessary for the o. 38. •
Bceotarcs to obtain the assent of the four supreme councils. T h ey 
began with proposing alliance with Corinth; to which a majority in 
the councils would have had no repugnancy, could they have, been 
assured o f tbe concurrence o f the Spartan administration ; but being 
uninformed of what had passed between their deputies at Sparta and 
the ephors, they were alarmed at theprojmsal o f a measure whichwouM 
he apparently a declaration o f enmity to the Lacedcemonians, with 
whom they chose to maintain their connection. Ministers from Argo?
"̂ vere already arrived at Thebes ; but the leading proposal o f an alliance 
with Corinth being rejected, the Bceotarcs did not venture any mention c. 37. 
o f  an alliance with Argos, and, for the present, the whole business 
dropped.

W hile this intrigue.was going forward, another business fromc.sg,
Lacedaemon
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Lacedsemon was negotiated at Thebes. N othing now pressed the 
Lacedjemonians so much as the retention o f Pylus by the Athenians; 
and they knew that nothing pressed the Athenians so much as the 
retention o f the Athenian prisoners, and the fortiess o f  Panactum in 
Attica, by the Boeotians. The object o f LacedEemon therefore was to 
procure from the Boeotians the restoration o f Panactum and the pri
soners, so that they might obtain in return the surrender of Pylus from 
the Athenians. The difficulty was to find means o f ; remuneration to 
Boeotia. The Boeotians would accept notliing .but an alliance with 
I.aced£emon, upon pre'cisely tire, same conditioins with that lately con
cluded M'ith the Athenians; but this was directly contrary to an article 
o f  the treaty between Lacedremon and Athens, wliich positively declared 
that neither party should form any new alliance but in concurrence 
with the other. Through the interest nevertheless o f the party in 
‘LacedEemon,: W'hich desired a rupture with Athens, the treaty was con
cluded; and, after all, the.Boeotians deceived the .Lacedaemonians: for, 
to prevent the inconvenience, which might arise to theinselves, from a- 
fortress critically situated upon their borders, instead o f  surrendering 
Panactum they destroyed it.

. Report o f the public circumstances o f these transactions being 
quickl}'  ̂ conveyed to Argos, without any information o f the secret 
intrigue, occasioned great anxiety and alarm there. N o t imagining 
the LacedEemonian government would sp immediately contravene their 
ingagements with Athen.s, after a treaty solemnly made, the terms, o f 
which M’ere known, the Argian administration conclurled that the 
alliance w ith Boeotia had been concerted w ith 'the Athenian govern
ment; that Athens o f course was to be a party to the confederacy; 
that thus Argos would be precluded from any advantageous connec
tion Avith Athens, which had always been looked to as a certain resource 

, AVhenever necessity might press ; and, instead o f being the presiding 
* power o f a confederacy o f the principal republics of the Greek nation, 
they should stand single to oppose Lacedsemon at the head o f such a 
confederacy. Urged by this apprehension, they determined imme
diately to attempt an accommodation with Lacedsemon, and for nego
tiators they chose Eustrophus^ and .iEson, the two men among them 

1 . . who,
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'wlio, on account o f their party-conneptions (for these, in eyery Grecian 
city, extended among neighboring states) were most likely to find 
confidence from the Laccda;monians now in power. ®*The negotiation' 
js remarkable for a circumstance, which proves how far the ideas of the 
rude ages \yere still retained in.those Grecian'commonwealths, which 
liad not taken a leading part in the affairs o f the nation. The object' 
in dispute between Laceda;mon and Argos was the territory of Cynuria. 
The Argians demanded that the question of right to' this territory, 
formerly theirs, but long since possessed by the Lacedajihonians, should 
be referred to the arbitration, either of some slate, or o f some indivi- 
fluals, who might be agreed upon by the two parties. This was posi
tively refused. The Argians then, anxious for peace, but anxious also 
to maintain their claim, oflered to make a truce for fifty years, without 
any other condition than a provision for the future discussion of the 
question, according to a mode of which the history o f the two states 
furnished an exam ple: they proposed that either party should be at 
liberty to call upon the other, when not inga,^ed. in war nor afflicted 
%vith endemial sickness, to meet them in battle on the disputed landSj 
and the victory should finally decide the right o f property • but, tô  
prevent unnecessary slaughter, neither should pursue.into the other’s 
territory. The Lacedaemonian government, practised in extensive poli
tical negotiation for near a century, while their state bad presided over 
the affairs o f a great confederacy, received this proposal, however coun
tenanced by the practice of former ages, as something ridiculous. But 
the Argiau administration, probably not wholly unaware o f the futility 
o f such a provision, but expecting credit for it with the multitude their 
soverein, persevered in the'requisition> and-the Lacedaemonians, not 
thinking the matter important enough .to warrant the rejection o f a 
proposal otherwise meeting their anxious wishes, at length assented; 
declaring however that they could not trust the ambassadors o f - a  
democracy, so far as to consider the peace as concluded, until it should 
be ratified by a public act o f the Argian people. T h ii was obtainedi 
and the peace thus completely made. •

Meanwhile commissioners had been sent from Lacedasmon into 
Bceotia, to receive the Athenian prisoners in the hands o f the Boeotians,

. together

Thocj’d. I, 5. 
e. 41.
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together with the fort o f  Panactura. When they arrived, the fort was 
already destroyed; and, in excuse for this, it was pretended that, 
according to an fntient conipact between the Boeotians and Athenians, 
the tem tory of Panactum was to be the exclusive property o f  neither 
people, and cultivated by neither, but to remain a pasture for the 
common use o f both. The prisoners were however delivered to the 
Lacedaemonians, who repaired with them to Athens; and, in restoring 
them, declared also the rasing o f the fortifications o f Panactum, and 
the retreat of the garrison, which they affected to consider as equi
valent to a restitution o f the place. But the  ̂Athenians, already 
informed o f the treaty concluded by Lacedaemon with Boeotia, so 
repugnant to repeated professions made to Athens, were disposed to 
see the matter differently. Reproaches for these, and for many less 
important breaches or neglects o f the treaty, were freely vented; 
the restoration o f Pylus was refused; and the Lacedaemonian com
missioners were obliged to return, Avithout effecting any o f the 
purposes o f their ipissi^i.,

S E C T I O N  III.

Alcibiades. A  third Peloponnesian Confederacy-; and Athens the 
' . . .. leading Power.

&. 43.

While s u c h  w as B ie  m u t u a l  d is s a t i s f a c t io n  b e tw e e n  L a c e d a e m o n  a n d  

'.Thueyd, 1 .5 .  A th e n s , th e r e  w a s  in  t h e  l a t t e r ,  a s  w ell a s  in  t h e  f o r m e r  s ta te , a  p a r ty  

d e s iro u s  o f  renew iifg^ t h e  w a r ; a n d  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h a t  p a r ty  a  n e w  

c h a r a c t e r  Avas c o m i n g  forA vard, s in g u la r ly  f a r m e d  to  s e t  th e  w o rld  in  a  

fla m e . A lc ib ia d e s  s o n  o f  C le in ia s  A v as.y et a  y o u t h , o r  a t  le a s t  in  a n y  

o th e r  c i t y ,  s a y s  T h u c y d i d e s ,  Avould h a v e  b e e n  e s te e m e d  to o  y o u n g  t o  

b e  a d m it te d  t o  a  l e a d i n g  p u b lic  s i t u a t i o n  * ;  b u t  h ig h  b irth , g r e a t  c o n - ‘ 

n e c t i o n s ,  a n d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  ta le n ts  g a v e  h i m  p re m a tu re  c o n s e q u e n c e .  

H is  f a m ily  b o a s te d  th e ir *  d e s c e n t ,  as  avc le a r n  fro m  th e  w o rd s  Avhich

Thus, I think with oui* translator Smith, the pasŝ e is to be understood; but Duker’s 
note mĵ y be consulted.

Plato
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Plato puts into the mouth o f Alciblades himself, from Eurysaces, son Plat, Aldb. 

X)f the Telamonian Ajax, and through him from Jupiter. His great- 
grandfather, named also Alcibiades, had been arnongthe associates o f 
Cleisthenes in. expelling the Peisistratids, and restoring the common- bigis, p. 1̂ 2. 

■ rcealth. His grandfather Cleiiiias had gained the honorable reward o f ch^8.̂ s.4 .̂ * 
the Aristeia, for his conduct in the first action with the fleet o f Xerxes, of this Hist, 

off Artemisiuipj in a trireme which he had fitted at his own expence ; 
and his father, called also Cleinias, fell in the service o f his country, in Plat.Alcib.i,

• * • . • D 1I2« t* 2* ^
the unfortunate battle o f Cqroneia, against the Boeotiahs. His mother, 
Deinomache, was daughter o f Megacles, head o f the Alcmaeonids, the 
first family of Athens; shd by her he was nearly related to Pericles,
V/ho, on the death o f his father, became his guardian. Unfortunately 
his connection v/ith that great man did not bring those advantages o f 
education, which might have been expected from a guardian, who so 
united the philosopher with the statesman, and, amid all the cares o f  
his high situation, gave so much attention to science. Left therefore 
to himself, a very large patrimonial estate afforded Alcibiades means 
for that dissipation in pleasure, to which passions, constitutionally 
strong, impelled, and various circumstances contributed in an unusual 
degree to invite. The graces o f his person are. mentioned, by cotem- piatConviv. 
porary writers, as very extraordinary. In- the seclusion, in which the g 
Athenian ladies lived, they could be little liable to the seduction o f  c.2. s. 24. 
wit and ingaging behavior-; but they were thence perhaps only the Alcib. 

more alive to the impression o f  personal beauty, when sacrifices and 
processions afforded the scanty opportunity o f mixing with the world, 
so far as to see, tho notto converse with, men. Alcibiades, as we are 
assured by Xenophon, was the object o f passion and intrigue for m any' 
o f the principal ladies o f Athens’. The splendor of bis fortune, and 
the power o f those with whom he was connected, at the same time 
drew about him a croud o f flatterers o f the other sex: Athenian 
citizens, allies, subjects, and strangers, vied in paying court to liim j *

® jih x&hKDi; VITO croxxay *«< tTiixtSt bas been Owing to the want o f intercoarse 
yvtxtxur Xen. Mem. Socr. 1 . 1 .  C . 2 .  between the sexes, which alone can give
e. 24. The coarseness of this expression, of . manners their best polish, 
an elegant writer among a refined people,

V o l . i l  K k  aud
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Alcib. 
i i  Conviv.

, Plat. Conviv 
' ps 219- 1. 3, 

Isocrat. de 
bigis, p. 154. 
t .3 .

Ch. 15. s. 2. 
of this Hist.

Plut. vit. 
Alcib.
Piat. Conviv, 
p .220 . U3,

\ H I S T O R Y  OF G R E E C E .  Chap.XVIT.
and there was danger that the intoxicating pfowers o f adulation might 
have destroyed, in the bud, all hope of. any valuable fruit from the 
singular talents o f his mind. * -

In this period o f  his life occlirred the extraordinary addition to the 
rest o f his extraordinary fortune, to become acquainted with the philo
sopher Socrates. That wonderful man, who had then for some time 
made it his business, as it was his pleasure, gratuitously; to instruct the 
youth o f  Athens in those two points, which preceding professors o f 
science had most neglected, the duty o f men to men, and, as far as 
xininlightened reason could discover, the duty o f  men to  God, justly 
considered Alcibiades as one who deserved his peculiar care; since he 
was certainly one whose virtues or vices'm ight go very far to decide 
the future fortune o f  his country. Alcibiade.s was not o f  a temper to 
rest satisfied with ignorance." Ambition, hut still more the love o f 
distinction than the love o f  power, was the ruling passion o f his mind. 
To obtain instruction therefore, which might promote the gratification 

.o f that ruling passion, he submitted his other passions to the controul 
o f the philosopher. Consciousness o f superior abilities, and ambition 
inflamed by flattery, had in.spired Alcibiades with the purpose o f putting 
himself fonvard as a public .speaker, before he had attained his twentieth 
"year: but, tho he spurned at the remonstrances o f his other friends, the 
authority and advice o f Socrates diverted him from, that extravagance. 
A  singular friendship grew between them. They were companions in 

, peace and in war. Socrates, who was indowed by nature with a 
constitution o f body scarcely less* remarkable for its firmness than 

. that o f  his mind for. its powers, served a earopain in Thrace with 
Alcibiades, then earliest manhood.. The soldier-sage, yielding to 
none in courage in the-day o f  battle, was the admiration o f all for his 
patience, in want, fatigue, and tire cold o f that severe climate. A lci
biades was his most zealous emulator; but in action it was particularly 

' hi$ aim to outdo him; In  a 'battle near Potidaea, apparently that in 
which the generals, Xenophon Son o f Euripides and his two collegues, 
were killed, he was severely wounded, and'would have lost his life, 
but for the protection given him by Socrates, who fought by his side. 
The daring exertion o f Alcibiades, M'hich had led liim'into the daugerj

- wa&
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was deemed by the principal officers of the army, perhaps a little 
partial, says-Plutarch, to his high rank and high-connections, to 
deserve the Aristeia. The g*enerous youth, just to the superior merit 
o f his master, declared they were much rather due to Socrates: but the 
philosopher,, adding the authority of his voice to that of the officers, 
the reward was given as it was first decreed. Alcibiades returned the 
benefit, iti the unfortunate battle o f Delium, where he saved Socrates, Ch. 15. s;3. 
as we have already seen, from the swords o f the pursuing Boeotians. Hist.

But the passions of Alcibiades were too- strong for constant perse
verance in submission to the advice of his incomparable friend. His 

, predominant passion, the desire o f preeminence jn everything, was not 
to be* subdued. No sooner had he acquired possession o f Jiis estate, , 
than the splendor of his style o f living became .^uch, as in Athens had 
been utterly unknown. M uch as things differed from those in our 
time and country, we may form some idea o f his extravagant magni
ficence from one circumstance, related by the authentic pea o f Thucy
dides. I t  had before been esteemed a splendid,exertion, for the greatest 
individual citizen, to send one chariot to contend in the races at the 
Olympian festival; it was reckoned creditable for a commonwealth to 
fiend one at the pithlic expence. Alcibiades sent no less than seven TImcyd.I.d. 
to one'm eeting; where he won the first, sepn d , and fourth honors. 
iSfo commonwealth nor any prince had before done so much. In. the Wgis, p. i5s., 
same manner in all those public offices, which in his rank and circum- pj t̂. ' 
stances were not to be avoided, presidencies .of theatrical entertainments 
and athletic games, and the. equipment and command'of ships o f war, . .
his sumptuousness far exceeded what 4iad been common. This osten
tation, and the general splendor Of his manner o f  living, while they 
attracted some friends and numerous followers, excited also much 
censure and many murniurs. Tliey were considered, and with .much 
indignation considered, by many, as repugnant to that moderation and 
equality, which ought to hie maintained among the citizens of a demo
cracy ; w.hile by others they were looked on with more complacency, 
as the most innocent way o f evaporating that boiling spirit, and 

• reducing those , large means, which might otherwise have been more 
dangerously employed.

K K 2 In
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c. 43.

H ISTO RY OF G R E E C E . Chap.XVII:
•lu the midst o f  a career o f cirssipationand extravagance, that excited 

at the same time Wonder, alarm, indignation, and admiration, the 
circumstances o f the times, and even the wishes o f many grave men, 
seem to have invited Alcibiades to put himself forward in public busi
ness. Nicias, who, since the death o f Pericles, had stood at the head 
o f the most respectable party in the* commonwealth, was sinking under 
the turbulence o f Hyperbolus, the friend o f  Cleon when Cleon was 
living, o f  similar birth, similar talents, similar character, and the suc
cessor to his influence among the lov'est o f  the people. In this situation 
o f things, the nephew o f  Pericles seemed the person to whom to look 
for an associate to the successor o f  Pericles; and the gravity and mild 
dignity o f Nicias, it  was hoped, might teniper the too vivacious spirit 
o f  Alcibiades. . . »

B ut Alcibiades had not yet learnt‘the necessity o f moderation in 
anything. Y ou n g as he was, he would hold no second place. W ith 
h is ‘influence, derived from inheritance arid connection, and assisted by 
talents, wealth, and profusion, popularity was much in his power; and 
he had no sooner determined upon being a public man, than he would 
an 'the very outset he at the head o f  things. I t  was generally important, 
for those who sought eminence in any Grecian commonwealth, to have 
political connections among the other states o f Greece. -The family 
o f Alcibiades were, from antient times, hereditary public guests o f 
Lacedssrhon, and they had been connected Uy private hospitality with 
some o f the, first Xacedmmonian families. . Alcibiades was a Laconic 
nam e;'first given, among the Athenians to the great-grandfather*of 
the pupil o f Socrates, in compliment to a Spartan family, with which 
the Athenian was connected in close friendship. But the interference 
of the Lacedmraonians in favqr o f the Peisistratids, which we have 
heretofore had occasion to notice, -would be likely to excite the indig
nation o f an associate o f Cleisthenes ; and accordingly the elder A lc i
biades, with those ceremonies which custom -.prescribed, as creditable 
among men and necessary to obviate the wrath o f the gods, renounced 
the hereditary hospitality o f his family with Sparta. His great grand
son resolved to seek a renewal o f that autient connection; and, as a 
preparatory step, was assiduous in kind attention to the Lacedssmoiuan 

n  prisoners
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prisoners in Attica. But tlie_ Laced£etnoniai\ government, systemati' 
cally indisposed to youth in political eminence, ^nd ttot lê ss syste
matically indisposed to the Mold and luxurious extravagance o f 
Alcibiades,' slighted his.advances; and when business occurred with 
the Athenian commonwealth, as it was necessaiy to communicate with 
some leading men, they chose rather to address themselves to Nicias. 
or Laches, *

This aversion, on the part o f Lacedjcmon, decided Alcibiades to a line Tiiucyd. 1.5, 

o f  political conduct, adverse at the same time to Lacedajmon and to ‘ •
Nicias, lie  was khout his twenty-lSijvth or twenty-seventh year, when 
he first tried the powers o f his eloquence in the general assembly K 
The affair of Panactum was. his topic: he inveyed against the faith
lessness of Sparta, as if the demolition of that fortress had been con
certed h y  the Boeotians with the Lacedaemonian government.-' He .u'as 
heard wdth ready attention by the Athenian people. All the opponents 
o f the aristocratical cause v/ere not admirers o f  Hyperbolus. Alci- 
hiades, to carry his, point against Niejas, professed zeal for the demo- 
cratical interest ,* and the experience o f his abilities as a speaker, added 
to the weight he derived from birth, property, and conuecfion, made 
him presently the head of a considerable party. He continued his 
invective against LacedEemon; and the league hastily made by that' 
state with Argos, afforded fresh matter. -Nothing, he said, but inimical 
intentions against Athens, could have induced the Lacedaemonians to 
form such a connection with such inveterate enemies as the Argians; 
their purpose could be only to deprive Athens o f a valuable ally, that 
so they might, with better hope, renew- the war. The people contiuiied- 
to listen with a favorable ear, and Alcibiades gained influence and 
authority daily. Meanwhile he had been communicating among - 
neighboring; states; he had confidential intercourse with the leading 
men at Argos, o f the party adverse to Lacediemon ; and, finding cir
cumstances on all sides favorable, he formed an extensive and extra
ordinary plan, which he began immediately to carry into execution.

♦ So we are told by Diodorus and Nepos; who will fake the pains to consult the note 
but Acacius has calculated, from several in the 343d j>age-of Puker’s Thucydides, 
circumstances mentioned by Plato, that he will judge for himssif how far to give credit ' 
must have been at least thirty. The reader fo that calculation.

The
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R. C. 470. The Argian people were no sooner undeceived concerning the
O l. 89.‘4. circumstances of the alliance between Lacedaemon and Boeotia, and
P. VV. 12. •
Tiiucyd. 1.5. the supposed participation o f Athens in that measure, than they becamfe 

careless about peace with Lacedaemon, and inclined much rather to 
. renew and improve their connection with Athens; an antient ally,, 

and, what was an important consideration, o f congenial government. 
Upon this disposition o f the ArgianSf; Alcibiades principally founded 
bis project. He proposed to his friends in Argos, leaders o f the demo- 
cratical party there, to procure that ministers should be sent to Athens 
from their state, from Elis, and from Mantineia; and he would then 
ingage to make the Athenian commonwealth a member o f the Argian 
confederacy. His Argian friends undertook the business; the Argian 
people were readily persuaded to-concur in i t : the influence o f  Argos 
prevailed with Elis and M antiiieia; and shortly ministers from all those 
commonwealths met in Athens.

■ This unexpected stroke o f the young Athenian.politician ala'rmed 
the Lacedemonian govermiient. N ot only the negotiation o f  Cleo* 
bulus and Xenares, from which such important advantages had been 
expected, was likely to be thwarted, but there was apparent danger, that 
Athens might become the leading power o f the very confederacy, at 
the head o f which it was the direct purpose o f that negotiation to 
establish LacedsemoU. Anxious to obviate this, they sent an embassy 
to Athens, carefully composed o f persons the most likely to be well 
received there; o f  whom Endius was a hereditary friend and guest of 
the family o f Alcibiades. The ambassadors were instructed to  apolo
gize for the treaty with Boeotia, as a measure neither in intention or 
effect injurious to Athens; to dema'iid the surrender of Pylus in return 
for the evacuation o f Panactura; and by all means to obviate any 
league o f Athens with Argos.

On their arrival at Athens, having audience from the council o f 
Five hundred, whose ofBce, in time o f ivar nearly superseded by that 
o f  general'of the commonwealth, had now resumed its importance, 
they found reason to promise themselves H favorable- issue to their 
negotiation. This, would n ot only ruin the immediate "project o f  
Alcibiades, hut would go  far to establish the power o f  the opposite

parly
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party in Athens; and no common policy, nor perhaps any honorable 
policy, could prevent such consequences. Alcibiades M'as ingenious 
and not scrupulous. He ingaged the Lacedaemonian ambassadors in a 
private conference, in which he persuaded them by no rrieans to 
acknowlege, before the Athenian people, the fulness o f  the powers witli 
which they were vested: they would find, he said, the ^arrogance o f 
the multitude insupportable j and the only way to check the most 
unreasonable d,cmands would be to deny their plenipotentiary com
mission. I f  they would only take his advice in this matter, his oppo
sition should cease, and he would even become the advocate of their 
cause. The'reasoning, in itself plausible, was urged in a manner so 
plausible, and with siich professions and protestations, that the Lace- 
d£emoi)ians implicitly aissented to it.

N ext day they had their audience o f the assembled Athenian people.
After they had declared the purpose o f their mission, Alcibiades put 
the question to them, ‘ Whether they came with full powers or with
* limited ?’ and they answered, ‘ that they were limi|ed by instruc-
* tions.’ The member.s o f the Council, whom they had assured that 
their commission was plenipotentiary, were astonished at this reply :
Njcias, with whom they had not had the precaution to communicate,
Was astonished; but presently the ambassadors themselves n̂ ere still 
more astonished, when Alcibiades reproached thein as guilty o f gross and 
shameful prevarication, and concluded a harangue, the most virulent 
against Lacedfemon, and the most soothing and alluring to the Athe- 
liian people, .with proposing the question for ingaging the Athenian, 
commonwealth in the Argian alliance. His daring and well-conducted 
treachery would, in the opinion o f Thucydides, have had full success- 
in,the instant, but for an accident, which alarmed the superstition; a t 
the same time that it excited the natural fears, o f the Athenian people.
The city was, in' the moment,' shaken by an earthquake; no mischief 
followed; but the assembly was immediately adjourned.

The delay o f a day thus gained, giving time for passion to-cooland 
reflection to take place, was advantageous to the views of Nicias, In 
the assembly held on the morrow, urging that the people ought not t a  Thucvd. 1.5. 
decide hastily, and in the midst o f uncertainty, concerning a matter ’

■ * ' ' o f ■
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o f  very great importance, he prevailed so far against Alcibiades, that, 

.instead’ o f immediately concluding the alliance with-Argos, it was 
determined first to send an embassy to Lacedsemon, o f which Nicias 
himself was appointed chief. , But the measure which Alcibiades could 
not prevent, he contrived to render ineifectual; or, rather, to convert 
to the promojtion o f  his own purposes. The embassy to Lacedsmon 
being voted, instructions for the ambassadors were to be considered 5 

and it was resolved, that the restoration o f the fort o f  Panactum, the 
immediate delivery o f  Amphipolis into the power o f the Athenian 
people, arid a renunciation, on the part o f  Lacedajmon, of the alliance 
with Baotia, or, instead o f it, the accession o f Boeotia to the terms of 
the late peace,* should be preliminary conditions, without assent to 
which, in their fullest extent, nothing should be concluded. The year 
o f magistracy o f tjre ephor Xenares was yet unexpired, .and the party 
o f  Xenares still prevailed. The Boeotian alliance had been the measure 
o f that party: the requisition o f a renuntiation o f it was o f course ill 
received; and Nicias and his collegues were obliged to, return to Athens 
without oI)taining, either for their commonwealth or for themselves, 
any one object of their mission. -

Indignation would not unnaturally arise upon such an occasion 
among the Athenian people, and.art was not wanting, and pains were 
not - spared, to inflame it. The party o f  Alcibiades thus- gained an 
acces^sion of strength, which gave it a decided superiority in the assem* 
bly. The Argian and Eleian ministers were still at Athens, and a 
league offensive and defensive, for. a hundred years, with their republics, 
the dependent allies o f  each coiitracting power (such nearly is the 
expression o f Thucydides0  being included, Was proposed and carried: 
it was agreed that pillars o f marble, vdth the treaty ingraved, should be 
erected, at the separate expence o f each republic, at Athens in the 

iTnicyd. 1, 5. citadel, at Argos in the temple o f Apollo in the agora, and at Mantinei^ 
in the temple o f Jupiter; and that a brazen pillar, with the treaty also 
ingraved, should be placed, at the common expence o f the confederacy, 
at Olympia. By this extraordinary stroke in politics, Athens, and no 
longer Lacedaemon, was the leading power even of the Dorian state:^ 
and head o f the principal confederacy in Peloponnesus itselfi

'C. 47.
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S E C T I O N  IV.

Implication o f Interests o f the principal Grecian Republics. Contis 
nuation o f Dispute between' Lacedcemon and Elis. Affairs o f the 
Lacedoimonian Colony o f Herttcleia. Alcibiades elected General; ■ 
Importance o f  the Office o f General o f the Athenian Commonwealth: 
Influence o f  Alcibiades in Peloponnesus : War* o f Argos and Epi-. 
daurus. Inimical Conduct o f  Athens toward Lacedcemon.

Bt the several treaties now lately made, the interests o f  the principal Thucyd. l. |, 
Grecian republics were strangely implicated. Inimical to Sparta as 
the late transaction o f the Athenian commonwealth certainly was, and 
not less in direct contraventipn of subsisting ingagements with Athens 
as the treaty a little before concluded by Lacedsemon with Bceotia. 
appears, the alliance between LacedEemon and Athens nevertheless 
subsisted. At the same time Corinth, ingaged in confederacy with 
Argos, Elis, and Mantineia, refused to concur with those states in the 
Athenian alliance; inclining rather to renew its old connection with e. 49, 
Lacedaemon, then at open hostility with'Elis, , and scarcely upon better 
terms with the other states of the confederacy.

Meanwhile the Eleians, conceiving themselves grossly, injured by 
the Lacedaemonians in the affair o f Lepreum, and unable to vindicate 
their claim by arms, had recourse to the authority derived from their 
sacred character and their presidency over the Olympian festival.
Before the Olympian tribunal, composed of their onm principal 
citizens, they, accused the Lacedaemonians o f prosecuting hostilities 
After the commencement of the Olympian armistice; and sentence was . 
pronounced, according to the Olympian law, condemning the Lacedie- 
monian commonwealth in a fine o f two thousand mines, between seven 
and eight thoupnd pounds sterling; being two mines for every soldier 
employed. The Lacedasmonian government, more anxious, bn account 
o f  the late turn in Grecian politics, to clear themselves of offence 
against the common laws and common religion o f Greece, declared 

VoL. II. • -  L  L that
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that they would submit to  the penalty, had they or their officers been 
guilty o f the crime; but they insisted that, when the hostilities com
plained of were committed, the armistice had not been made known 
to them' by the customary proclamation. In the irregulairity and 
uncertainty o f the Grecian year, proclamation only could ascertain to 
each republic when the armistice was to begin. The Eleians main
tained that, according to antient constant custom, it was proclaimed 
first M'ithin their own territory ; that then they held themselves imme
diately bound to abstain from hostilities against o t h e r s a n d  reason, 
not less than the Olympian law, required that they should then be 
exempt from injury by hostility from any member o f the Greek nation.. 
The LacedEemonians still insisted that they ought not to be fined for 
an involuntary crime. The Eleians maintained that the sentence was 
just,,and could^not be reversed or altered; but, i f  thq LacedEemonianS' 
would restore Lepreum, which had been so injuriously and impiously 
seized, they Would not only remit the portion o f the fine due to them
selves, but also pay for the Lacedcemonians that due to the g'od. The 
LacedEemonian government positively refusing both to restore Lepreum, 
and to pay the fine, the Eleians declared the whole Lacedfemonian 
people excluded, both from contending in the ganies at the approach
ing festival, and from partaking in the sacrifices; not however forbid
ding their attendance as spectators.

I t  was apprehended that the high spirit o f the LacedEemonian people, 
long- accustomed to give, law to Peloponnesus and to Greece, might 
not acquiesce under this decision, excluding them from the common 
religious solemnities o f  the Greek nation. T o obviate violence, there
fore, the whole youth o f Elis attended during the festival iri arms; and 
a thousand heavy-armed Argians, as many Mantineians,.and a body o f 
Athenian horse, came to assist in keeping the peace. "Such a measure 
might alone indicate how hardly the peace o f Greece Avas to be kept. 
But, with all this precaution, an occurrence at the games excited 
general apprehension. Leichas, a LacedEemonian, bad a chariot pre
pared for the race: and nof to be disappointed, excluded as be Avas 
from entering it in his own name, he obtained permission to enter it in 
the name o f the Boeotian people. As a public chariot o f Bceotia, it

won. ■
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wotv But the vanity o f Leichas was not to be so satisfied: to make it 
known to whom the victorious chariot really belonged, he stepped 
forward before the assembly, and placed a chaplet on the head of his 
charioteer. The rod-bearers, whose office it was to inforce order, as in 
the roughness of Grecian manners, aniid republican equality, it seems 
they were authorized, to do, without any consideration for the dignity 
of the man or .of his city, struck Leichas in presence o f the assembly 
Such an affront, however, to a Lacedsemonian citizen,, it was feared 
might bring a Lacedremonian army to Olympia: but the Lacedjemo- 
nian government, not subject to passionate counsels, overlooked the 
offence to an individual, and the affair had no immediate consequence.

After the conclusion o f  the festival, Corinth became the seatof poli- * 
tical negotiation. The Argiaiis sent ministers thither to- press the 
accession o f the Corinthian state to the new confederacy. The Lace
daemonian government, judging it necessary to counterwork the various 
intrigues carrying on to their disadvantage, sent also ministers to 
Corinth. After much negotiation through'the summer, to little, or no* 
effect, the terrors o f an earthquake, o f which however no mischief is 
reported, occasioned the dissolution o f  the congress.

The affairs of thf Lacedaemonian colony of Heracleia continue to - 
in gage notice, as on tribute to characterize the state o f Greece.

-The people o f Trae|un1a and its neighborhood had never forgiven the Thucyd. l.s, 
gross trespass committed upon the rights and property o f a Grecian 
people, by those who assumed, the title o f protectors o f Grecian liberty, 
and they disturbed t^Ieracleia with continual hostilities. Success had 
been various; but in this autumn the Heracleians were defeated in 
battle, v/ith such loss, that the survivors scarcely sufficed for the 
defence o f tlieir walls and o f the property necessary to. their subsist
ence. In the next spring therefore the Boeotians, fearing that, while 
the Lacediemonians were intent upon their nearer interests in Pelopon
nesus, the Athenians might seize Heracleia, took upon themselves to

c. 51,

After 30 
Sept,

Thucyd. 1 ,5 . 
c. 52.
B. C. 419. 
Ok 90. f .  
P .W . 13.

• * It is sometimes difficult to estimate the ' this Story would rather give to supjwe that 
exact value of words and phrases in a dead Leichas was formally condemned to receive 
language, when it depends on laws and a public whipping, which was indicted ac
customs of which we are not exactly in- cordingly; and the phrase of Thucydides 
formed. The manner in which Lysias tells, will bear that,meaning.
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dire^it its affairs, and to send away the Lacedemonian governor H ^ e- 
sippidas, as unfit for his command. The Lacedemonian government, 
not a little dissatisfied with this species o f kindness, had however too 
much upon their hands to take immediately -any active measures-for 
vindic.ating their dominion over their colony. '

W h’le these transactions ingaged some' o f  the principal states, 
Alcibiades had been prosecuting intrigue, ably and successfully, within 
and ufithout Attica. His measures at home procured his election to 
the high office o f general in chief o f  the commonwealth; an occasional 

■ ofiice, created only in times o f supposed emergency; but which, beside 
_̂ the importance o f the military command, carried with it, not nominally 
indeed but effectually, greater civil power than any o f  the permanent 
magistracies, or than all o f them : for the general, having the right to 
assemble the people at all times, had no occasion to consult any other 
council; so that, as long as he could command a majority in the assem- 
l>ly, he was supreme and sole director o f the executive government.- 
Nearly absolute .soverein thus in Athens, he was hardly, less so in 

.Argos, and his influence extended, widely among other states in 
Peloponnesus. In the beginning o f summer, having previously cour 
certed matters with the leading men o f the Argian administra
tion, he went, with a small escort o f heavy-armed and bowmen, to  
Argos, whence, with an addition o f  Peloponiiesian troops, he made a 
progress through the cities o f the confederacy within the peninsula; 
and, with plenitude o f assumed power, arranged matters'everywhere so 
as to give a decided superiority to  the party which favored his views. 
T o  confirm the democratical interest in the little city o f Patras in 
Achaia, he persuaded the people to connect their town u’ith their port 
hy fortifications, which would bring them, more immediately within 
the protection o f the Athenian fleet.. A  similar measure, proposed at 
the Achaian Ehium, was prevented by the Sicyonians and Corinthians.

Among these turns in Grecian politics,, the little republic o f  Epi- 
daurus, a dismembered branch of the antient Argolic state, was firm in 
the Lacedjemonian alliance. Epidaurus, always obnoxious, would, in 
the event o f the expected war with Lacedaemon, be particularly annoy
ing to Argos; being so situated that it would very much interrupt

' coflimUnicationt
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conimunication with A thens; for i f  the Corinthians, who were now 
dubious, should become adverse, the passage could be made only by 
sea, round the Scyllsean promontory; and tbis, in case, o f a serious 
attack from Lacedsemon, would make assistance from Athens to Argos 
slow and precariovis. A  pretext, of whimsical appearance in modern 
times, waS' found for making war upon Epidaurus: it was the neglect 
to  send a victim to a temple o f the Pythian Apollo, in the Argian terri
tory, due. as a quit-rent for some pastures held o f Argos by the Epidau- 
rians. On this ground it was proposed to subdue Epidaurus; and mea
sures were concerted with Alcibiades for the purpose.

Meanwhile preparation was made by the Lacedaemonian government, Thucyd. 1.5. 
as for some very important enterprizC, the object of which M'as kept a 
profound secret. Troops were' required of the allies, without any inti
mation-of the purpose. Such requisitions are more than once men
tioned by Thucydides ; and they strongly indicate the importance of 

. that supremacy Avhich subordinate states acknowlegcd in the head of 
their confederacy. The whole force o f  Laconia marclred, under the 
command o fk in g  Agis, to Leuctia, on the Jiqrders; where, according 
to,the constant practice of the Greeks,'before they would move in arms 
beyond their own territory, the diabaterial or border-passing sacrifice 
was performed. The symptoms of the victims being, on this occasion, 
declared by-the priests unfavorable, after all the pomp and all the labor 
and expence o f preparation, Agis immediately dismissed the allies and 
led the Lacedtemonian forces home. Tlie allies were however directed 
to hold themselves in readiness to march again, immediately after-the 
conclusion of the approaching festival o f Carneia.

The Argians, before restrained by the alarm o f  the great preparations 
made by Lacedasmon, determined to use the opportunity, now so unex
pectedly allowed them, for prosecuting their purpose against Epidaurus, 
for which the Carneian festival was particularly commo.dious. The 
Carneian was a festival common to all the Dorians, and one o f the prin
cipal o f their calendar. Its ceremonies were mostly military, and, for 
the celebration, which Fasted many day.s, a camp was always formed.
The Argians, thq they chose their time well, seem to have concerted 
their measures ill:; but the measures o f their opponents were still more

defective.
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defective, and tend, among numberless circumstances occurring in 
Grecian history, to show both the, inconvenience o f the Grecian, reli
gious festivals, and the inefficiency o f league among the Grecian 
republics -for preserving internal security and domestic quiet. Four 

14 Aug. days before the holidays, the Argians entered the Epidaurian lands in 
arms, and immediately cornmenced plunder. The Epidaurians sent to 
their allies for succour. Some excused themselves on account o f the 
festival; which, astliey affirmed, they were religiously bound to cele
brate: some came as far as the Epidaurian borders and halted : none 

Thucyd. 1.5. gave any effectual assistance. A t this very time a convention o f 
deputies of the several states o f the Argian alliance was sitting at 
Mantineia, assembled at the requisition o f  the Athenian government, 
for the professed purpose o f negotiating a general peace. Intelligence 
o f the attack upon Epidaurus was quickly communicated there, and 
the Corinthian deputy (for Epidaurus was among the allies o f Corinth) 
remonstrated warmly against it. The Argians in consequence withr 
drew their troops, but the convention separated soon after without 
concluding anything; ^nd- fhe Argians recommenced hostilities, 
which were continued,, but with little effect, through the remainder 
-of the summer.

A  reinforcement o f three hundred men, which passed by sea from 
Eaconia to Epidaurus In the following winter, produced,a very remark
able remonstrance from the Argian to the Athenian'government. In 
the treaty o f alliance between th e ,two states, it was stipulated that 
neither should permit the enemies o f the other to pass through its 
dominion. The Argian administration accused the Athenian o f con
travening this article, by permitting the LacedEernonians to pass by sea 
to Epidaurus. This may seem to have been dictated by Alcibiades, 
and to mark the extraordinary extent o f bis influence in Argos ; for, 
under the semblance o f a remonstrance, it was really an acknowlegement 
-that the Grecian, seas, evert to the very shores o f  Peloponnesus, were 
the dominion of Athens. The reparation which, they required for this 
injury v'ould appear, in modern times-, scai'cely less extraordinary than 
the accusation: it was, that the Athenians should withdraw the Athe
nian garrison from Pylus, and replace there the.Messenians and Pleiots 

. .  ̂ who

c. 56.
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 ̂who had been removed to Cephallenia. Apparently this requisition 
was concerted with Alcibiades, or perhaps suggested by him; for he 
was the mover of the measures which followed in Athens. A  decree of 
the people directed, that, on The column on which was ingraved thê  
late treaty with Lacedaemon, a clause should be added, declaring that 
the Lacedaemonians had broken the treaty. This, being taken as the 
ground, it v/as then commanded, by the same decree, that the M esse-, 
nians and Helots, lately removed to Crane in Cephallenia, should be 
reestablished in Pylus. ■ '  ■

In the course of. the winter many skirmishes passed between the 
Argians andthe Epidaurians, but no important action; and an attempt, 
tow ârd spring, to take Epidaiirus by escalade, failed.

26S

S E C T I O N  V.

War o f  Lacedeemon and Argos: lia ttk  near Mantineia : Siege o f  
 ̂ Epidaurus.

T h e  Lacedasmonians could not, without extreme uneasiness, consider 
the present state of things in Peloponnesus, not only as their own com
mand and influence were diminished, but as what they had lost had 
accrued to theii* rivals of Athens and Argos. By midsummer of this 
year, the continued pressure o f the Argian arms, however defectively 
conducted, had reduced the Epidaurians, old and still faithful allies of 
Lacedaemon, to great distress. Some effort must be made, or all com
mand and influence in Peloponnesus, beyond their own territory, would 
be gone. I t  was only to sound the trumpet, and the w'hole Lacedm- 
monian people were at any time assembled, ready for service. The 
allies yet remaining to the state were summoned; and the Lacedmmo- 
nian array, strengthened with the greatest force o f Helots that could be 
trusted, .marched under the command o f king Agis. They Avere pre
sently joined by the Tegeans, and all those other Areadians mL o had 
not, with the Mantineians, renounced the Lacedajmonian alliance: 
Phlius was the appointed place o f junctiorC-for the allies, equally those

within.

Thucyci. 1.5. 
c. 17.;

B. C. 418,. 
O1..90.
P, W. 14.,
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ritliin and tliose w ithout Peloponnesus. N o  less than five thousand 

leavy-armed, as m any light, and five hundred horse, with a foot- 

ioldier attending every horseman, marched from Boeotia^; Corinth  

ieut tw o thousand lieav^’'-arm ed; Sicyon, Pallenc, Epidaurus, and 

Megara, all they could spare, and the Phliasians were prepared to join  

with their whole strength.

T h e Argians, q u ick ly  informed o f  these movements, dispatched to 

their allies urgent requisitions o f  assistance. A cco rd in gly  the M anti- 

neians joined them with their whole force, the amount o f  which Thu

cydides does not specify: the Eleians sent three thousand heavy-armed. 

Thus in consequence o f  the successful treachery o f  Alcibiades, Pelo

ponnesus was divided a t arms within itse lf; while Athens, preparing 

indeed assistance for her ally, but risking little, looked on, and injoyed  

th e storm. ~

T h e Argians, being joined b y  the M antineians and Eleians, proposed 

to prevent the junction o f  the Lacedaemonians with their northern allies; 

and w ith th at view  took a po.sition near M ethydrium  in A rcadia. I t  

was evening when A g is  incamped on a hill overag'ainst _them, as i f  

intending to in gage n e x t morning ;, but m o vin g silently in the night, 

he passed on unperceived so as to secure his w ay to Phlius. T h e  

A rgians had then to expect the invasion o f  their country b y  the whole 

combined force o f the enemy. T o  prevent this, they m oved to a posi

tion on the road o f N em ea; the only way b y  w hich a numerous army 

could  conveniently pass the mountains, w hich divide A rgo lis from 

Phliasia and Corinthia. A gis, by apparently a very able disposition, 

rendered this measure fruitless. Lead in g the Lacedmmonians b y  a 

rough and difficult mountain-road, he entered the A rgian plain unop

posed, and placed him self between the A rgia n  army and Argos. T he  

Corinthians, Phliasians, and Pallenians, b y  another road, also difficult 

and little practised, entered another part o f  the plain,.equally unresisted. 

T h e  Baotians, M egarians, and Sicyon ians only were sent b y  the  

N em ean road, with orders to avoid in gagin g, unless the e n em j should  

m ove against either o f  the divisions in th e  plain. I n  th at case the

’  What those attendiiig foot-soldiers were, whom- Thucydides distinguishes by the name 
;Pf »f<«5rsr»s, we are informed only ^  late writers, whose authority seems very doubtful,

Boeotiaa
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Boeotian horse, more numerous than that o f the enemy, i f  indeed the  

enemy had any,’ m ight find opportunity to attack with advantage.

These Avell-judged movements being all successfully executed, ;the  

Argian army was surrounded b y a force so superior, th^t its destruction  ̂

seemed inevitable. Thrasyllus, one o f the five generals of Argos, saw  

the peril o f  his situation; he cogrmunicated upon it with. Alciphron, 

an A rgian  o f rank, connected b y  hospitality with Lacedsemon, and th ey  

determined together upon a pleasure which would appear very extraor

dinary in itself, and scarcely credible in its success, i f  we were not 

already som'ewhat familiarized with Grecian politics. They went |iri- Tlmcyd. 1. s. 

vately to Agis, and, pledging themselves to.lead their state to alliance 

with Lacedtemon, upon terms that should be satjsfactoryj they prevailed 

with him to grant upon the spot, o f his sole authority, a truce for four 

months; and, to the astonishment o f the L?;cedsemonian army, orders . 

ivere immediately issued for retreat. '

B y  this negotiation, fortunate as it was bold, Tlirasyllus and A lci-  

phron hoped to acquire Such favor among the A rgian people as m ight 

inable them to jwomote at the same time their tw o objects, the oli- 

garchal- interest and the Lacedem onian alliance. T h ey were, how - ■

. ever, utterly disappointed. T h e  Argian people, and even their com- 

* manders, totally unpractised in war upon any extensive scale, were 

so unaware o f the danger from which they bad been rescued, that  

they imagined they had been deprived o f a m ost favorable oppot- 

Junity for crushing the Lacedem onians; inclosed, they imagined in

advertent!}’, between the allied army and the garrison o f  Argqs. T h e  

public indignation, stimulated apparently by the democratical leaders, 

rose so high, that Thrasyllus saved his life only through the protection  

o f an altar to which he fled, and a decree o f the people declared all his 

property confiscated.

Presently after the retreat o f  the Lacedaemonians, the auxiliary force c,6i, 

from Atjiens arrived at Argos ; a thousand Athenian heavy-armed and 

three hundred horse, commanded by L a c h p  and Nicostratus. The After uth 

oligarcbal party in Argos, tho unable to protect Thrasyllus against the 

momentary rage o f the people, were nevertlieless strong; and they  

M'ould immediately have dismissed the A th aiian  forces, as no longer

V o L . I I .  M  M ■ wanted

July.
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w a n ted 'in  Peloponne-sus far any jmrpose o f  the confederacy. But 

Alcibiades was too w'atchful a politician .to  siiifer his purposes to be so 

baffled, aiid the im portant alliance o f  A rgos to pass from him. Q u ick ly  

informed o f all circumstances, he w en t,to  A rgos in quality o f  ambas

sador, and, in conjunction with the two generals, demanded an audience 

o f the Argian people. T h e oligarcljal A rgians very unw illingly con

sented, and not w ithout a degree o f  com pulsion from their Mantineian  

and Eleian allies, w ho wci-e still present. T h e eloquence o f  Alcibiades 

then prevailed. T h e  Argian people felt his reproaches for breach o f  

faith  with Athens, g a ve  credit to his representations o f  the strength o f  

the confederacy, and o f  the circumstances now peculiarly favorable for 

prosecuting the vvar; and, a proposal bein g suggested for striking an 

im portant stroke w ith little risk, it was summarily resolved upon. 

H ostages had been taken b y  the Lacedaemonians from some A rcadian  

tow ns p f  their alliance, whose fidelity they doubted, and had been 

placed in custody o f  the Orcliomenians, whom they th o u gh t firm. 

T h e  allied army instantly marched to Orchom enus. T he fortifications 

o f  th at little city'w ere weak • the people were alafmed by the greatness 

o f  the force preparing to attack them, and, apprehensive that they  

m ig h t be overpowered before succour could arrive, they insured present 

safety b y  an early capitulation. Surrendering the hostages com m itted  

to their charge; and g ivin g  hostages o f  their own people, they were 

adm itted members o f  the Argian alliance.

T h is stroke being thus rapidly struck, the question was agitated,-to  

w hat object th e allied army should n e x t be directed. T b e  Eleians 

were urgent for Lepreum ; but the recovery o f  Lepreum, however 

desirable fCr the Eleians, little  interested the other allies. T b e  M anti- 

jieians therefore proposing the far more.important acquisition o f  Tegea j  

and g iv in g  assurance that they had intelligence with a party in th at  

city, which would favor the enterprize, tlie Argians and Athenians epn- 

ctirred with them. T h e  Eleians were so dissatisfied with this preference 

o f  the great concerns o f  the confederacy to the particular interest o f  

their state, that th ey  marched home. T h e  rest o f  the allied arm y pre- - 

pared to  g o  against Tegea*

T h e  Lacedaemonians,; more reasonably displeased with their prince

than
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■ than the Argians with their general, had been however more temperate 

in their anger. W hile peace was the apparent consequence o f  his 

measure, the public discontent vested itself only in expressions o f  dis

approbation. B ut when, instead o f breaking the force o f Argbs by one 

blow', or even taking the city, to w'hich some thought the opportunity 

m ight have exten ded,'they found, on the contrary^ great advantage  

given to the enemy, an allied city  o f  some importance lost, and their 

pledges for the fidelity o f the rest o f  Arcadia taken from them., A g is  

was called to account, with a degree o f passion n ot usual, says T h u c y 

dides, with the Lacedmmonians. He was upon the point o f  being  

ju d icia lly  condemned in a fine amounting to more than four thousand 

pounds sterling* and moreover to suffer the indignity of, what was 

otherwise probably no very important loss, h avin g his house levelled  

W'ith the ground. But consideration for his former assiduity in service, 

with his unblameable deportment on all occasions, and I'espect for the  

blood o f Hercules and the d ign ity  o f the Spartan government, at length  

• prevailed. His intreaty to be allowed an opportunity o f  proving, b y  

future conduct, that he had not deserved_ such severe: censure, was 

granted, and he resumed the command o f tlie army, but not with- 

. out a limitation never before put upon Spartan k in g s: ten persons 

were appointed to be his military council, w ithout whose concurrence 

he wms not to lead the forces beyond the Lacedmmonian dominion.

For the detail o f military operation, however, he seems to  have bCen 

intrusted W'ith the usual'authority.

Meanwhile intelligence arrived a t Lacedmmon, from the party y e t  Thucyd.l.s, 

ruling in Tegea, that, i f  assistance was not qu ickly given, their oppo- 

- nents o f  the democratical interest would prevail, and that important 

city would. be annexed to th e  Argian confederacy. T he whple force 

o f Laconia was in consequence assembled, with unexampled celerity, 

and marched immediately. T h e Arcadian allies were required to hasten 

to Tegea, and expresses were disjjatched to Corinth, Boeotia, and as far 

as Phocis and Locris, for the forces o f  those provinces io meet the  

Lacedremonian army before Mantineia. T e ge a  was quickly put into a  

state o f  secu rity; and then the Laced'cenionians, with their Arcadian

® A hundred thousand draehnije.

M M  ̂ ■ allies,
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allies, eiRtred tbe Mantineiaii lands, and the usual ravage of Grecian 
armies followed. ‘ , .

T h e views o f the confederates npon’ T egea  being thus checked; 

nothing remained for them but to  retreat and leave their own country  

open to  extensive waste, or to  risk a battle. T h e y  determined upon 

the latter, and, approaching the Laeedmmonian army, occupied some 

strong ground, where they formed. A g is, eager to do aw ay the dis

grace |,ie had incurred, took the earliest m oment for leading his forces' 

to  action. H e was already w ithin arrow’s flight o f  the enemy, when 

one o f  the elder officers ® called aloud to him, in the terms o f  a Greek  

proverbj ‘ th a t he was g o in g  to mend evi-1 with evil ' ° i ’ m eaning that, 

to atone for his former ill-judged retreat, he was now rushing to an 

inconsiderate and ruinous attack. Seeing presently the justness o f  the  

admonition, and incouragfed hy it  to the measure which prudence  

required, tho rashness or aerimony m igh t blame, A g is  instantly gave  

orders to halt, and then drew off w ithont in gagin g.

Whatever, on the other hand, might have been the abilities o f the 
1. 5. Argran generals, and it appears they w'̂ êre considerable, the democra- 

tical weight in the Argian government would have rendered them o f  
little avail. The generals Avished to hold their present advantageous 
ground : but the troops, little practised in military subordination, and 
impatient of rest and delay, grew tumultuous, i and accused them* of  
traitorously permitting a flying enemy to escape! Unable otherwise 
to compose the disorder, they marched after the Spartan, king. This 
Avas precisely what Agis ;desired: and to  provoke it, he had been 
employing his troops in diverting the course of a mountain-stream, so 
as to damage the IMantineian lands. Being informed that the confe
derates' nevertheless persevered in holding their strong post, he was 
returning, AVIthout due precaution, tOAvard the hills, Avhen he suddenly 
met them advancing in order of battle along the plain. Never, says 
Thucydides, aa'os such consternation knoAvn in a Lacedeemonian army. 
The excellence of the Lacedasmonian discipline, h'oAvever, inabled the

* Tw> T<f, AvliiCb might mean one of the council appointed tp advise him, or
possibly only one of the elde? officers of bis army.

Kaxif K»ka iSerStu,
king
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king to form liis order o f battle in a sliortertimethan would have been*
])Ossible with any other troops then in the known world; dnd, before 
the attack Could be made, they were prepared to receive it. ' .

The Argians and their allies, after a short exhortation from the Thncyd. 1.5* 
several commanders, rushed forward with fury. The L a c e d a s m o n i a n s , . . 
continues* the cotemporary historian, use speeches of exhortation less 
than any other Greeks ; well knowing that discipline, long and care
fully practised, gives more confidence to troops than any'harangue, 
however fine and however ingeniously adapted to the occasion. To- 
the astonishment of the confederates, who had observed with joy the 
tumult occasioned by the first alarm, they were seen presently in perfect 
order, silent and without hurry, stepping in exact time to the sound of* 
numerous flutes, and thus preserving their front compact and even,, 
without any brea,king or floating, the seldom failing defects of extensive 
lines” . The numbers, on either side, Thucydides professes that he 
could not learn with certainty ; thus teaching us what credit is due to*
Writers incomparably farther rerhoved from means of information, wlio 
pretend to state with precision the force of contending armies. The 
extent, however, of the Lacedtsmoniap front evinced their superiority; 
and the two armies were the most numerous, that ever, w ithin the 
bounds of tradition, ilad met in Peloponnesus. On the Argian side the,
Athenian, o f the other army the Lacedemonian, was the only cavalry.
Indeed the Lacedemonians seem to have been the only Peloponnesian, 
people who, at this time, had any cavalry.

In all actions among the.antients, the right, on both sides, commonly c.7i;.

It is Thucydides' description of the march of the Lacedastnonian ph-î lanx, upon this 
occasion, that Milton has imitated in the first book of the Paradise Lost:

........ ..................  ......  I 'Rose
A forest huge of spears ; and thronging helms 
Appear’d, and serried shields, in thick array,
Of depth immeasurable.. Anon they move,
In perfect phalanx, to the Dorian mood 
Gf flutes and soft recorders; such as raised 
To highth of.noblest temper heroes old,
Arming to battel,, and, instead of rage,
Deliberate valor breathed, firm, and unmoved 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat,. ■

overstretched

    
 



470 F f I S T O R f  O F  G R E E C E .  C h a p . X V II.
*

overstretched the left o f the .opposing army. For, jngaging hand to 
hand, the shield,'the principal defence, being bor̂ ne on th e ' left arm, 
was less a protection for the right side; and the soldier in the extreme 
o f the right wing, to avoid exposing the undefended part o f his body, 
would always rather incline to the right. The man then tiext on the 
left, and so every man in the line, would also press rather to-ward the 
right, to profit from the protection o f his -neighbor’s shield. Thus, on 
the present occasion, it happened that before the armies met, the Man- 
tineians, on the right o f the Argian line, had considerably overstretched 
the Laceda;monian le f t ; and, on the other side  ̂ the Tegeans, on the 
righ t-of the Lacedaemonian line (the Lacedcemonian front being of 
greater-extent) had still more overstretched the Argian left.. Agis, 
observing this, when the armies were only not ingagcd, inconsiderately 
order^ a movement, .with a  view to remedy the inconvenience which 
be apprehended. The Skirite and Bra.sidian bands (by the latter name 
those soldiers were honorably distinguished who- had fought under 
Brasidas in Thrace) forming the left o f  the Lacedaemonian line, were 
directed to break away from the main body, so far as to prevent the 
Mantineians from taking the army in flank; and two lochi o f Lacedae
monians, under the polemarcs Hipponoulas and Aristocles, were com
manded, from another part, to fill the interval. The Skiiites and 
Brasidians instantly obeyed: hut Hipponoidas and Aristocles, whether 
tire enemy Were so near that it was impossible, or they thought the 
danger o f the movement to the whole army would justify their disobe
dience, kept their former post. Thfc -Skirites and Brasidians therefore, 
being' presently attacked by the whole force o f the Mantineians, toge
ther w ith  a thousand chosen Argians, M̂ ere cut oif from their rhain 
body, overpowered, compelled to retreat, and pursued to the baggage 
o f their army. -

Meanwhile the rest o f  the line o f the Lacedajmonians had every
where the advantege, and particularly in the center, where A gis himself 
took post. The Argian center scarcely came to action w ith him, but 

c. 73. fled the onset.. The Athenians thus, who formed the left o f  the con
federate line, were completely-deserted; the center having fled, while 

' the right was pursuing. Their total destruction inust have ibJlowed,
5 , ■ ■  but
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but for the protection ^ v e n  to their retreat by iheir own cavabyj'; 
whose services on that day were eminent. Even*'thus, jiovvever, they 
would scarcely have been inablcd to save tb^ihselves, had not the defeat 
of the Skirites and Brasidians called the attention of the LacedfEino- 
nian king. -Tire victorious Mantineiatns, when they found the rest o f 
their army defeated, avoided his attack by hasty retreat.

Agis, true to'the institutions of Lycurgus, pursued no farther than 
to make victory sure. The killed’therefore rvere not nunierous in pro
portion to the numbers ingaged and the completeness of the success : 
seven hundred Ai^ians, two hundred Mantineians, and tvm hundred 
Athenians, among whom both the generals fell, are the numbers o f  the 
confederates reported by Thucydides. O f the Laeedsemonians about 
three hundred were kiljed, principally Brasidians and Skirites; and o f 
the allies o f Lacedtemon a very small number, as they were little 
ingaged. After collecting the spoil of the'field and erecting their 
trophy, the Lacedaemonians carried their dead to Tegea, and intombed 
them ceremoniously. The enemy’s dead W'ere restored  ̂ on the usual 
application finm the vanquished. .

The Other Spartan king, Pleistoanax, had advanced as'far as Tegea, Thucyd,1.5» 
with an army composed of Lacedaemonians above and under the age 
for forein service, to be ready, in case o f misfortune, to support Agis. 
Immediately upon, receiving infonnation o f the victory, he returned; 
and at the same time messengers were dispatched to Corinth, and the 
more distant allies, to countermand the march o f their troops. The 
victorious army, after paying honorable attendance upon the obsequies 
o f the slain, returned home, and the-great Doric festival o f the.Carneia, 
whose period was at hand, ingrossed the public attention., *

The event of tjiis battle" restored the Lacedaemonian cMracler in 
Greece. The advantage of numbers, indeed, had bec'n on the side o f 
the Lacedasihonians; but the circumstances o f the action proved their 
superiority in discipline, and in that valor which discipline infuses,, by. 
giving individuals to confide in- the combined exertions o f numbers 
wdth whom"they act. This discipline in the soldier, we find, AVas, 
in the late battle, o f efficacy even' to counterbalance defective pre
caution and defective judgement iit the general; while the want of it. ■ * . . ' ' f *

■ - in

c. 75.
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in the confederate army rendered superior abilities in the commanders 
o f no effect".’ The misfortunes, the misconduct, and the apparent 
slackness o f the Lacedaembnians, in the course o f  the war with Athens, 
were in consequence no longer attributed to any degeneracy’ in the 
people, but to the mismanagemeilit o f leaders, and the chance o f war: 
a contempt, which had been gaining, for the Spartan institutions and 
discipline, as i f  hitherto respected above their worth, was done away ; 
and the Spartan character resumed its wonted superiority.

But the Carneian festival occupied the Lacedsemonians at a very
inconvenient season for,a military people. Regulated, as all the Grecian

Dodvv. Ann. .festivals, by the revolutions o f the moon, it began this year about the
‘ seventh of August. Tts principal ceremonies lasted nine d ay s: but the

whole month, named among the Dorian Greeks, the Carneian, rras, in a
degree, dedicated to religious festivity. In the rude ages o f the Hera-
cleids and of Lycurgus; this check to military enterprize might be
Salutary: but in days of more refined and extensive policy, when Avars,
not o f choice, but o f political necessity, .m ight be to be maintained
against states capable of supporting lasting hostilities, suCh avocations
should no longer have been allowed to interrupt public business.

, ■ . The LacediEmohians were, however, so attached to their antient
Thucyd.1.4. . ’ .
€.76. institutions, that, till tlie period of the Carneia was completed, nO

Tims much may be gathered from 
Thucydides’ account of the battle. But 
his opinion is farther delivered in a remark 
upon it, in a manner Jiufficiejitly intelligi
ble, tho in cautious and rather obscure 
term s :  ’AMa y.&Ktfct Hi x a v a  • tm

(fc?reip(», iTMtf&abhtti; tot», tyt
Im  VB-m  W ipjytSioptsm . ■ T I lU -

cyd. l.A . c. 72. ‘ But on this occasion, 
‘ more remarkably than ever, the Laced®- 
‘ moniaris, tho in all respects outdone in 
‘ the military .ait, gave signal proofs of 
‘ their superiority in true mjinly valor.’ 
Thus Smith has translated, aiming to follow 
tlie letter, and certainly missing the sense. 
Thucydides could not mean liere to speak 

.disrespectfully of that military art and dis

cipline of the Lacedasmonians, which, in the 
preface to his account of this ery battle, he 
has taken occasion to describe, admirable 
in theory, and well supported by practice ; 
and which, in his account of 'th e  battle 
itself, he shows to have been not less admi
rable in eflect. Kara •matra. must have been 
intended to relate to the circumstances of 
the battle, and not to any circumstances of 
the 'military a r t ; and by has been
meant the experience and science .of the 
general, and not the skill of the soldier. A 
strong sense of. delicacy, not less a’ charac
teristic of Thucydides than his scrupulous 
impartiality, has apparently prevented liim 
from expressing his opinion tm this occasion 
more openly,. ■ '

• - ■ ' m ilitary

    
 



S ect. T .  , S I E G E  O F  E  P I D  A  U  R  U  S.

oillitary operations were-prosecuted for profiting from the victory o f

Mantineia.

Soon after: that event, the arrival o f  ^ thousand Athenian and 

three thousand Eieian heavy-armed to join the Argian army, inhanced 

the regret and indignation o f  all thinking men in the Argian con

fed e ra cy,, at that petulant impatience and unadvised rashness, inherent 

in democratical government, which had superinduced their defeat. 

So powerful a reinforcement, seconding supei'ior abilities in the generals, 

could those abilities have beem effectually exerted, m ight have given  

the advantage over the ill-directed discipline o f  the Lacedsemonians. 

Offensive Operations were immediately resumed; not indeed directly  

against Lacedsemon, but against their allies on the other side o f  the 

peninsula. The Epidaurians, objects hitherto o f  unjust ambition and 

oppressive policy, had now made themselves objects o f revenge; enter

ing the Argian territory, w hile its principal force was absent, wasted  

the country, and slaughtered the inferior trpo]rs appointed to its pro

tection, The siege o f  Epidaums was' regularly, formed, and while the 

Lacedaemonians were supinely intent upon their festival, a contraval- . 

lation was completed. W inter then approaching, a sufficient force was 

appointedto guard the lines, and the rest o f  the troops dispersed to their 

several homes,

f73.

V o u  I I. N  N
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S E ^ T ' I O N  VI.

Change in the Administration o f Argo's :■ Peace and: Alliance between 
Argos and Lacedcemon : Overihrow. o f  the Athenian Infuence, and 
o f  the. Democratical Interest in Peloponnesus. Inertness o f the 
Lacedcemonian Administration : Expulsion o f the Oligarchal Party  
from Argos  ̂ and renewal o f Alliance between Argos and Athens. 
•Siege o f  Melas by the Athenians Fresh Instance o f  atrocious Inhu
manity in the Athenians.  ̂ Feeble Conduct o f the Lacedcemonians : 
Distress o f  the Oligarchal Argians., Transactions 'in Thrace. Con
clusion o f the S'lxteenth Year o f  the IFar.

S c a r c e l y  any disaster could befal a G recian comraonweatth that  

, \Yould not bring advantage to some considerable portion o f  its citK  

:?ens. The, unfortunate battle o f  IMantineia strengthened the oligar- 

chaV cause in Argos. T lie  fe a r o f such another blow, and, o f  the usually  

dreadful consecjnences o f  unsuccessful war am ong the Greeks, brought 

th e  Argian people to a temper to bear ad vice about an accom m odation  

w ith Lacedtem on; while the inconvenience o f  dem ocratical sway 

unbalanced, \yhich had been so severely experienced iii the circura-. 

stances o f  the battle, disposed them to hear, with less impatience, o f  the  

necessity o f  trusting e xecu tive  gov'crnment to a few,. O n  this turn, in 

the public mind, tire oligarchal leaders founded a project to overset the  

present politics, not on ly o f  their own s ta te ,. but o f  all Greece. T h e y  

would first propose to the Argian people sim ply t o  m ake peace w ith  

Lacedsemon;. that being effected, and the Athenian alliance in conse

quence no longer necessary, the people m ig h t probably be persuaded, 

for the sake o f confirming the peace, to m ake alliance w ith Lacedtem on. 

H a vin gth u s far used the power o f the people as .the instrument o f  their  

measures, they would then turn those, very measures against th e  power 

o f the people : n itb assistance from Lacedsemon they w ould abolish  

the authority o f  the general assembly,, aud establish oligarchal govern -. 

rjoent,-
    

 



0*7 2? / y?Sect.VI. peace & alliance o f  ARU os & LACEDiÊ IOK.
Sucli was the' scheme, ami it appeal’s to have been ably eoncluctcr!.

The Carneia gave opportunity for communication with Laccda’.mbn; 
and tho the watchful acuteness of Alcibiades led him. to suspect the 
intrigue, insomuch that he passed to Argos purposely to counterwork 
it, ye t the measures o f the oligarchal party were so well taken, and the 
depression of the popular mind gave them in the moment such pppor- 
tunit}^ that the vote for peace was. carried. ■ This Reading step being 
gained, the oligarchal party proceeded to push their advantage, blat
ters had been prepared by secret negotiation, and articles V'cre soon
settled; according to which it was agreed, ‘ That all Peloponnesian Thucyd. L5

 ̂ c 7 7‘ cities, small equally and great, should be independent, as in the times 
‘ and according to the customs o f thekforefathers'^; That the hostages 
‘ in the hands of the Argians should be restored to their friends : That 
‘ the siege o f Epidaurus should be raised: That, if  the Athenians per- 
‘ severed in prosecuting it, the LacediBmonians and Argians shoidd 
‘ unitedly oppose them; and that they should equally oppose the 
‘ interference o f any forein armed force, upon an}̂  occasion, within the 
‘ peninsula.’ .

* ■ • i' '
This blow to the politics o f Alcibiades and the interest of Athens, c. fS; 

was quickly followed b}̂  an alliance, defensive and oflFeusive, between 
Lacedaemon and Argos, acconTpanied with a renunciation, on the part 
of Argos, of the alliance with Athens, Elis, and Alantineia. Among 
the articles which Thucydides has reported, in the Doric dialect in 
wlrich they were written, and apparently at large, the following parti
cularly deserve notice: ‘ AlTcities of the confederacy, those o f the 
‘ Lacedaemonian equally and o f the Argian alliance, shall hav'e the 
‘ clear and- independent injoynient of their owm laws and their own 
* polity, according to antient u s a g e I f  city has difference with city,
‘ it shall be decided by judges to be duly appointed by both'"'; or it 
‘ shall be law'ful to refer the decision to any .third city equally tricndly

K a r a  r a  Trarfict- 

Kara isa/r̂ M.
pute between Athens and Laceduemon before 
the war, we want infornjation by w]iat .rule 

'5 I knOw not bow more satisfactorily to of law, by what process, and under what 
paraphrase the single word of the original, sanction, such litigation betwee'n stale and 

translators and corninentators state was tp be managed. 
gi7en oassistaK ce,;au d h ere,asforth ed is*

■ ' ■ -̂N- N 2 ’ ‘ to

    
 



®7f

Thucyd. 1. 
c. §0.

H I S T O R Y  O F  G R E E C E .  C h a p . X V H ,

‘ to botl]. Military command shall rest with the Laceda'monians and 
‘ A rgians; who shall, by joint councils, direct, equilablyandim par- 
‘ tiaily, the military affairs o'f the whole confederacy,’

As soon as this second treaty was concluded, a requisition was sent 
to Athens, in the name of the united republics, for the immediate eva
cuation o f the Epidaurian territory, with a declaration that neither 
embassy nor herald from Athens would be received, while Athenian 
troops remained in Peloponnesus. The Athenian administration pru
dently yielded to the necessity o f the moment, and Demosthenes was 
sent to bring away the Athenian forces. That officer showed his usual 
abilit3Mu the execution o f this ungrateful commission: he saved the 
dignity o f his republic b y giving the affair the appearance o f a favor 
granted by Athens to both Epidaums and Argos'; and he more essen
tially served his republic by restoring, in sipme degree, a good corres
pondence with both those cities.

Success animated the administrations o f the newly-allied states, and 
they pushed it  w ith 'a  degree o f vehemence. Ambassadors were sent 
to invite Perdiccas king o f Macedottia to join  their confederacy, with 
orders at the same time to ratify b y  oath, in the name of the two states, 
to the ChReidiaij towns, the alliance, and ingagement for protection, 
formerly made by Laceclmmon. Contrary then to that spirit o f equity, 
moderation, and peace, which the terms o f their confederacy appeared 
to hold forth, commissioner?, escorted by a thousand lieavy-armed from 
each state, went to Sicyon, and, by tlieir assumed authority, subverting 
the established democratical government there, committed the supreme 
power to an oligarchy o f  their own selection. This, however, they 
would vindicate by asserting that the antient constitution o f Sicyon 
M’as oligarchal, and Rie democracy a usurpation.

Measures, which bad been for some time preparing, toward a revo
lution o f the sante kind at Argos, wem now thought mature. Accord
ingly those leading men, who had conducted the negotiations with 
Eacediemon, and had since directed the administration o f Argos, under 
the nominal authority o f  the popular assembly, assumed to themselves 
the supreme power o f the state, and the authority o f the popular 
assembly was expressly abolished. Meanwhile the Mantineians, .

- . seeing
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seeing that, instead o f any longer receiving protection from Argos, 
they tvere to expect oppression from the nnio-n o f tljat powerful 
state with Lacedtemon, yielded, very reluctantly, their command 
over the Arcadian towns which they had subjected, and made their 
peace with Lacedasmon upon such terms as they could obtain. The 
Lacedaemonians then took upon themselves to regulate the little 
republics o f  Achaia, so as to restore the Lacedaemonian influence, 
where it had been overpowered by a clemocraticaVparty, and to confirm 
it, where it was tottering; and they found universal acquiescence. 
Thus, before the end of winter, all the effect o f the treacherous policy 
o f  Aleibiades, which had been at first so threatening to Laced£dmoQ, 
was done away, and Peloponnesus M'as more completely than ever 
united, not immediately In war, but in politics, against Athens.

This important change seems to have been pi'oduced by springs, not 
Avithin the power of human wisdom in the Athenian adrhi'nistratlon to 
controul. Its advantages were lost to Lacedsmon through the want 
o f energy, which had so long been conspicuous in the administration o f 
that state. Tho the democratical form of government was abolished 
in Argos, the democratical interest remained powerful; and, early in 
spring, a conspiracy Avas formed to overturn the oligavclm The time 
chosen, for carrying it into effect, Avas the season of the Gymnopaideia, 
the Naked Games,' at Sparta. But a demCcratical party could npt 
easily keep a secret. Intelligence of the designwas acquired by the 
Argian administration, and comniunicated to Sparta, with a request o f 
precautionary assistance; yet, such was the infatuated attachment o f  
the Lacedfemoiiians to those stated festivals, they Avould not Stir. The 
discovery o f the plot, and the knowlege that it was discoA-ered, led the 
two parties in Argos to arms ; and, intelligence o f this being forwarded 
to Sparta, then at last it Avas thought proper to adjourn the celebration 
of the festival, and send an army to save so important an ally. But it 
Avas too late ; the tAvo parties had come to action in Argos, the oligar- 
chal party Avas defeated, many had beemkilled, and most of the rest 
forced into exile. Some o f the fugitives met the Lacedasmonian army 
at Tegea, and were the first to give Information o f their own misfor
tune. They expressed, at the same time confident hope that their aftairs 
might yet be restored: in the copfusion unavoidable immediately on

su ch .
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such a revolution, it would be easy, they said, for so powerful an army 
to become masters o f the c ity ; and to tlieir remonstrances they added 
the most urgent intreaty. But the chiefs o f the Lacedasmonian army 
were not to be so persuaded ; they led their forces immediately home, 
to conclude the celebration of their festival. .Had we not these circum
stances from the authentic pen o f Thucydides, we should scarcely 
conceive them possible o f a people, who could sometimes conduct 
themselves with so much united dignity and policy as the Lacedas-. 
monians. - •

The conscious-weakness o f the prevailing party in Argos, marked by 
one o f their first ineasurcs, makes the ,conduct o f the Lacedfcmonians 
appear the more extraordinary and more inexcusable. Confident neither 
in their o\yn strength, nor in the expectation o f assistance from Athens, 
the Argians sent a  deputation to make their peace with Lacedmmon. 
The exiles did not fail to  send deputies to oppose them. The Laceda:- 
monians', with ostentatious moderation, referred the matter to the 
general convention o f deputies from the states o f  their confederacy. 
Both parties were heard; but judgement was given, as might be 
expected, against the democratical p arty; and it was decreed that an 
army should be sent to carry it into effect. The wea|c remissness of 
the Lacedaemonian government again showed itself, in delaying the 

' execution o f this decree; and the Argian administration, thus at the 
same time threatened and incouraged, recurred to  Athens, where their 
apjjlication was gladly received, and the former connection o f Athens 
and Argos was restored.,

Those measures which the existing circumstances rendered advisable, 
were then taken by the, Argians, for resisting the vengeance o f  Lacedae
mon ; vvhich, instigated continually by their banished fellowcitizens, 
would scarcely fail at length to fall upon them. The Jandforce of 
Lacedaemon would be decidedly superior to any they could expect to 
assemble: upon their walls therefore they must depend for protection, 
and upon the sea, i f  matters were pushed to extremity, for subsistence. 
Accordingly they applied, with the utmost sedulity, to secure the com-, 
munication o f their citj^with the sea, by long w alls; such as connected 
Athens with its ports, and such as the policy of. the Athenian govern- 

4 ' . m en t,
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nient had recbmmended to many other Grecian towns, standing, 
according to the usual choice o f situation among the early. Greeks, 
near, but not on, the shore. The Athenian government, under the 
influence o f Alcibiades^ gave large assistance, particularly-furnishing, 
builders, and artificers; and all the Argian citizens, all the sla\̂ es, amh 
even the women, assisted in the work. Those indeed were not likely 
to want zeal for such business, who had to apprehend the miseries 
which the Grecian practice o f war usually brought yipon a town 
taken. -1 -

I t  was not till the following autumn that tlie Lacedasmronians'Thucyd. l. 5 
exerted themselves, so far as to undertake any military operation, in  ̂ '
favor o f those miserable families, the principal o f Argos, who, confiding 
in the Lacecltemonian alliance, had ingaged in the measures through 
which, w ith'the loss of all their property and many friends and rela
tions, they now languished in exile. Then at length the confederacy 
was called upon for the due proportions o f troops, and the Tacedtemo- 
nian forces marched under Agis. Some friends to the oligarchal interest 
yet remained in Argos: these had communicated with the exiles and 
with Lacedmraon; and it was hoped that the approach of the Lacedce- '
B)onian army would- inable them to stir with, effect. The precaution 
however o f the-democratical leaders prevented th is; and the Lacedae
monians were neither prepared nor disposed to undertake the siege o f 
Argos. They hoAvever destroyed the yet unfinished works o f the long- 
walls I they took Hysise, a small town of Argolis, and put all the free
men to the sword; and then returning home, dismissed their forces.
The Argians. used the opportunity thus left open for revenge. Their 
fugitive nobles found favor and protection principally in Phhus, where 
most o f them resided. The Phllasians suffered for tlieir clrarity, through, 
the ravage o f their lands by the Argian forces.

The restoration of Argos, in its present state, to the Athenian con
federacy, wa.s but a small step toward the recovery o f that influence in 
Peloponnesus, which Athens had lately held, and averydcficientgra.* 
tification for. the ambition o f Aleibiades. X h at restless politician Tbid... 
therefore looked around for other opportunities to promote his own 
power and consequence,\ through an extension o f the, empire of his Njc.,

commonwealth;.
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commonwealth ; and particularly carried his views forward to a war, 
in which he would certainly command, and hoped to shine., An expe
dition had been prepared, pnder Nicias, for the reduction o f  the revolted 
cjties o f Thrace;- but it became necessary to abandon the measure, in 
consequence of the neglect o f  Perdiccas king o f Macedonia to send 
the troops which, according to treaty, he should have furnished. His 
alHance-with Argos and Laced^mon becoming also known, he was, for 
the two offences., declared an enemy to Athens, and the Athienian fleets 
stopped the maritime commerce o f his dominions.

Intrigues o f the oligarchal parly being still carried on, or suspected, 
in Argos, Alcibiades AVent thither in spring with twenty ships o f war, 
and, with the support o f the democratical party, seized no less than' 
three hundred o f those supposed most connected with the oligarchal 
interest, whom he placed in several ilands o f the .Egean, under the 
Athenian dominion. This, among the usual violences o f  Grecian 
politics, may be esteemed a lenient measure. The next step o f the 
Athenian.democracy, said by Plutarch to have been also dictated by 
Alcibiades, was a much grosser and more shocking trespass upon the 
common righta o f mankind, and much less defensible upon any plea of 
political necessity. Alcibiades would not recommend any direct hos
tility against Lacedasmon; policy forbad; but he recommended every
thing that might most provoke Lacedaemon to begin hostilities. The 
people o f Melos, both irritated and incouraged by the failure of the 
attempt against them, in the sixth year o f  the war, under Nicias, 
became presently active in hostility’ against Athens, They were, how
ever, o f course induded in the peace between Athens and Lacedaemon, 
and we are not informed o f any offence they afterward g a v e ; yet it 
was now determined by the Athenian people to subdue the iland. An 
armament was accordingly prepared, consisting o f thirty Athenian, six  
Chian, and two Lesbian ships o f war, twelve hundred heavy-armed, 
three hundred bowmen, and twenty horse-bowmen,, all Atheniahs> and 
fifteen hundred heavy-armed of the allies.

This force, under the command o f CIe.omedes and Tisias, debarked 
in Melos without opposition. Before any ravage, a deputation was 
sent into the city to persuade the people to submit to thh Athenian

dominion,
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dominion, without making violence necessary to their reduction ; and 
it was supposed that, could the deputies have addressed their eloquence 
to the people at large, they m igh t have succeeded; but this the chiefs 
would not permit. With the chiefs therefore only a conference was 
held, o f which Thucydides has left an account in detail; meaning 
however, apparently, not'to  repeat exactly what passed, .but only to 
g'iye a methodized account o f  the general arguments, and perhaps to 
express his own opinion on sonie points, particularly the ungenerous 
inertness o f the Lacedemonian administration, in a less invidious way 
than i f  he had spoken in His own person. The claim of the strong to 
coniinancl the weak, with absolute authority, was so familiar among 
the Greeks* that it seems not to have shocked even Thucydides; who, 
on this occasion, makes the Athenian deputy assert it in the most 
unqualified manner; professing even his confidence in a continuance 
of that favor o f the gods, which had already inabled the Athenian 
people to exercise so many cruelties, and reduce so many Grecian states 
to subjection.
" The Melians however, .ip hope of assistance from Lacedasmbn, Thucyd. 1. 5. 

- refusing to submit, the blockade of their city was formed by sea and 
land. Their resistance was for some time vigorous. In the course o f c. 115 . 
the summer they made a successful sally, upon that part of the contra- 
vallation Where the Athenian magazine was, and carried a considerable 
supply o f provisions into the town. In tlie winter they made another c.fu6. 
sally, attended with some success: but this occasioned a reinforcement 
from Athens to the besieging army. The town being then closely 
pressed, discontent arose among the lower people. The chiefs appre
hending sedition, with a design to betray them to the enemy, a.nd • 
doubting, their, means o f prevention, took the desperate resource o f  
surrendering the place, with all in it, to the pleasure o f the Athenian 
people;

After all we have gone through o f Grecian history, we cannot but 
shudder at what followed. The Athenians had no pretence for any 
comnjand over the Melians.but that they w'ere stronger. Connected 
by blood, by habit, and by their form o f  government, with Lacedse- 
inon, those ilanders had nevertheless been cautiously inoffensive to 

V o j„  II* O 0  ' Athens,*
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Athens, till forced to become enemies. The puhishment for this invo* 
luntary crime, even to the lower people, supposed all along in some 
degree friendly, when all were surrendered together *to the mercy of 
the Athenians, was no less than what the unfortunate Scionceans had 
undergone, for that termed their rebellion. A ll the adult males were 
put to death, and the women and children, o f  all ranks, were sold for 
slaves. The iland was divided among five hundred Athenian families. 
W ith the most unquestionable testimony to facts, which strike with 
horror when pwpetrated by a tribe o f savages, we are at a loss to con
ceive how they could take place in the peculiar country and age of 
philosophy and the fine arts; where Pericles had spoken and ruled, 
where Thucydides -Was then Avriting, where Socrates was then teaching, 
Avhere Xenophon and Plato and Isocrates Were receiving their educa
tion, and where the paintings o f Parrbasius and Zeuxis, 'the. sculpture 
o f Pheidias and Praxiteles, the architecture of Callicrates and Ictinusj 
and the sublirrie and chaste dramas o f Sophocles and Euripides formed 
the delight o f  the people.

Tho the late battle near Mantineia had restored the tarnished glory 
o f the Lacedsemonian arms andlhe sullied character o f the people, yet 
the conduct- o f their administration continued to earn for them those 
imputations of ill faith, illiberal policy, and inertness, which, in report
in g  the conference at Melos> Thucydides puts into the mouth of the 
Athenian commissioner, and which, for their conduct toward ArgoSj 
they had deserved. Their total abandonment o f the faithful and unfor
tunate Melians Was deeply disgracefuh Their Argian friends, wandering 
up and down Peloponnesus, were, wherever'they sliowed themselves or 
were heard of, striking testimonies to their discredit. In the existing 
tumult o f Grecian politics, some exertion was unavoidable; but it was 
gena-ally feeble, irregular, and confined to little objects. N o less 
than thrice, since the-beginning o f hostilities Avith Argos, the Lace- 
dasmonian army, after advancing to the frontier, was stopper! by 
unfavorable appearances in the border-passing sacrifice^ and re
turned home; a circumstance little know-n Avhen able and active 
men directed public affairs. Once indeed we haA;e this religious trick 
politically accounted for. Incouragement from the friends of. oli

garchy
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garchy ill Argos induced the Lacedtemonian army to inarch, and intel
ligence that the plot was d isco v e rt occasioned the stop, which was inv 
puted to forbiddino; tokens in the sacrifice. A t times, however, party rail 
high in Lacediemon itself; which might contribute to the visible feeble
ness and irregularity in the conduct of the administration at-this period.
Before the end of the winter in'which Melos, fell, an effort was made Thucyd. 1,6’. 
to relieve the Argian fugitives, and distress the Argians in possession; * ‘ 
but, tho the preparations promised something great, what followed was 
little and inefficacious. The forces o f all the. Peloponnesian allies, 
except Corinth, were assembled, and the strength of Laconia joined 
them. But, from the first, the objects seem to have been no more tliaa 
to carry off the plunder of the villages o f Argolis, for which waggons 
attended the march o f the army, and to establish the Argian fugitives 
in Ornete, an Argolic town on the borders of Phliasia. Both were very 
incompletely executed. A  smalt part of Argolis only was plundered; 
and the Lacedaemonian army was no sooner withdrawn, and, acebrding 

, to the practice o f the Greeks, dispersed for the winter, than the Argians, 
with a small auxiliary force froni Athens, marched against Orneae, 
which was so ill provided for defei>ce, that those who held it consulted 
their safety by immediate flight. . ‘

During these military transactions, the Lacedaemonian administra
tion so far exerted themselves in negotiation, as to endevor to excite 
the Chalcidians of Thrace, whose present independency was a benefit 
derived from the arms o f Lacedaemon, to join the king o f Macedonia 
ill hostilities against Athens. But the Chalcidians, no longer won and 
animated by the abilities, the activity, the popular manners, and the 

.generous faith o f a Brasidas, and probably both apprehensiye of the 
power and distrustful of the character o f Perdiccas, refused. While 
indeed they injoyed independency in peace, the small tribute assessed 
by Aristeides was apparently not an object for which to- provoke the 

, naval power of Athens; and it was rather their interest to see Perdiccas, • 
after all his wiles, unquiet within his own government, as Avell as 
harrassed by a forein waf. The troubles within Macedonia disabled 
him for any considerable exertion without; while Methone, an Athe-

O  o s hian
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nian garrison on the borders, became an asylum for Macedonian 
refugees and malcontents; 'w ho, together with a body o f  Athenian 
horse stationed there, employed themselves in inroads wherever they 
could find most plunder and least resistance. Such were the transac* 
tions o f the sixteenth winter of the war. '
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C R A F T E R  XVIR.

Of the Affairs of Sicily, and of the Atheniant Expedition
' into Sicily.

S E e  T I O N I.

Affairs o f  Sicily: Hieron K ing o f Syracuse: E<vpulston o f the Family ̂ 
o f  Gelon, and Establishment o f  Independent Democracies in the 
Sicilian Cities: Agrarian Law  ̂ Ducetius K in g  o f  the Sicels. Syra
cuse the Soverein City o f  Sicily. Accession o f  Syracuse to the 
Laeedcemoniati-Confederacy : War between the Dorian and Ionian 
Sicilians: First Interference o f  Athens in the jffa trs o f  Sicily :'- 
Peace through Sicily procured by Hermocrates o f  Syracuse.

 ̂I H E  Athenian people, whose numbers were far below the nanje o f  
a nation, being indeed a very small'portion o f  the Greek nation, 

but whose men were all soldiers,and seamen; possessing a fleet, that no 
one state then on earth could resist, high discipline, military as well as 
naval, officers o f extensive experience, a civil and political system upon? 
the whole admirably arranged, witli large revenue from mines and from' 
tributary states; there is no foreseeing how far their tyrannous domi-; 
nioii might not have been extended over'Greeks and among fprein 
nations, but that the folly of democracy unrestrained would o f course 
work its own ruin; Tim evident weakness in the j>olitical.Conduct o f  
the only rival power, Lacedaemon, operated to the incouragement o f  • ^
chiefs and people; and in the same .winter in \^ ich the inhabitants Hwcyd. 1. 6. 
o f the little iland o f Melos Avere cut off from the face of the earth, the pi,|hvit 
wild ambition of the people o f Athens became eager in project for the Nk*. 
Gonquestof another iland, many times largerj not only than Melos, but 
than A ttica; ignorant at the same tim e,,almost all o f them, o f its 
magnitude, its population, its value i f  conquered, and its meanŝ  to- 
resist conquest.

In
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In the succinct history o f Sicily formerly given, we have seen Gelon, 
from a private citizen o f Gel a, become king o f that city and o f Syra
cuse, and head o f  the Grecian interest in the ijand. . His dominion 
comprehended all the Grecian settlements on the eastern coast, the 
greatest part o f those on the southern, v/ith some on the northern, and 
extensive command over the inland barbarians.. After an illustrious 
reign o f only seven years, dying at-no very advanced age, in the next 
year, i f  we Can understand and may trust Diodorus, after the glorious 
battle o f Himera, he was succeeded by his brother Hieron. The only 
considerable power besides in Sicily, vvas that o f Theron prince o f Agri- 
gentuin; who, like *Gelon, had raised liiinself from a private station, 
and had also merited his advancement. l ie  outlived Gelon, according 

B. G. 4 7 2 ,  to Diodorus, seven years, dying in the first o f the seventy-seventh 
Olympiad, after a reign o f only ten. His son Thrasydajus, who suc
ceeded him, was o f a ditferent character; arrogant abroad, as tyrannical 
at home, lie ingaged in lyar with Hieron. Being defeated, he lost the 
respect o f his own people; and flying, for refuge from their animosity, 
to the Misccan Megarians, was by them put to death. His opponents 
mad'e peace with • the Syracusan prince, and a republican form o f 
government was restored. '

Gelon’s reign was too short for completing a work o f such complex 
difficulty as that o f molding into one regular government, and well 
fixing in their several places, the many parts, little disposed to coalesce, 
o f  which his dominion consisted. His policy had made Syracuse a 
very large c ity .. Probably before bis accession its population was 
become too great to be contained within the limits o f  Ortygia, the 
Original site. The narrow channel, separating that iland from the 
northern shore o f tire bay, was in part filled, and the town was extended 
Upon the mainland. . The increase o f inhabitants under Gelon, how
ever, required a very great addition of buildings. Am ong the advan
tages of the situation was an inexhaustible store o f  free-stone under 
the soil, o f a kind easily wrought, yet, after exposure to the weather, 
sufficiently hard. On the northern side o f the harbour, a hill composed 
mtirely o f such stone, was, m extent and form, commodious for the 
site of the he.w towuj Rising precipitous from the sea and from ‘the

plain,
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plain, so that slight fortifications would, be strong defences, its bights • 
wa^ moderate, and its summit level; the western end only rising into 
lofty cragws. The level part, ten or twelve miles in circuit, became 
intirely covered by the new town ; which was divided by fortifications 
into two parts, with, the names of Achradina and Tyche; the former 
eastward against the sea, the other reaching westward toward the 
craggy h ig lit; so that Syracuse corisisted now of three townsj 
Achradina, Tyche, and -Ortygia, capable o f .separate defence against a 
common enemy, or against each other. Whether the fourth, with the 

, name of Neapolis, Newtown, stretching along the shore of the great 
port, below Tyche, toward the river Anapus, had its beginning under 
Hieron, seems uncertain; The extraordinary extent and population how
ever, which Syracuse finally acquired, will be matter for future notice.

Hieron, as well as Gelon, was a man of superior character, but o f a Demetr. de 

character-less exactly fitted*for the difficult situation to which, on his 
brother’s death, he succeeded. Learned and a munificent incourager Xeiioph. 

of learning; splendid and o f elegant taste; humane and of fine feet- 
ings; he was rather qualified to preside beneficially and with dignity' 
over an established government, than to direct the aifairs of a state so 
compounded as that-of which Syracuse was the capital. He had talents 
for war, which he had displayed under his brother’s reign. After he 
came himself to the throne, no dispute with forein poVers required his Diod. 1. ii. 
personal exertion in military command; but bis fleet relieved the 3

Gum^ans o f Italy by a victory over the Tuscan fleet. . In peace there- 
•fore his wealth inabled him, as his taste disposed him, to shine in tlie 
costly iiace o f chariots on the Olympian course, and liberally to.reward 
those who had talents for mixing his fame with the achievements o f  
his coursers there. Accordingly the poetical abilities o f Pindar have 
been peculiarly dedicated to promote the renown o f  Hieron. A t the 
same time men of genius from various parts o f Greece were entertained, 
in his court; among whom the poets iEschylus, Simonides, and Bac- 
chilides, are principally mentioned. Yet,' i f  rnay trust that elegant 
dialogue remaining frorh Xenophon, in which Hieron and Simonides 
are the supposed speakers, he was utterly unable to accomplish his 
anxious wish for changing the nature o f his government, and convert-

- . ing:
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in g  his tyranny into a constitutional monarchy. H e there pathetically 
laments that, while his subjects could pass, as business or .amusement 

.led them, wherever they pleased, without fear, he could be free from 
apprehension nowliere; but must go, as tyrants it seems usually did, 

.himself constantly armed, as well as surrounded by armed attendants; 
and he particularly regrets that his subjects (not all, nor, in any pro
bability, a majority, but a party) were more to be dreaded by him than 
any forein enemy. Apparently Hieron had not the art, like Gelon, to 
mediate between ,the higher and lower ranks o f citizens, and compose 
:their jarring pretensions. His disposition led him to be more attentive 
to the splendor o f his courts* the conversation o f men o f genius and 
science, and perhaps the great business o f fleets, armies, and forein 

(Connections, than to the detail o f interior government^ and the secret 
workings o f political fermentation. I t  is not unlikely that, .disgusted 
Avith petulance and illiberality, he might sht)W himself indisposed to the 
democratical interest, more than political prudence would allow. For 
the lower people o f  the Greeks, unlike, those o f the freest and most 
high-spirited nations o f modern Europe, who are generally the most 
orderly as well as the most industrious, were, on the contrary, disdain
ful o f labor, as the office o f slaves, and, unless in military employment, 
brtsy only in faction. O f  particulars we are not informed, but .we learn 
thatrto hold his high station, and support those v'ho supported him, 
Hieron was reduced, against his nature, to use severities. He died 
nevertheless in j>eace, in the eleventh year o f his reign, and was suc
ceeded in his authority by his younger brother Thrasjffiulus.

The circumstances o f the revolution, which quickly followed, are 
very deficiently reported.' Thrasybulus is accused o f cruel severity, 
and a conduct generally despotic. The democratical party were cer
tainly strong throughout the cities o f his dominion: they ingaged in 
their cause those who held the principal sway in Agrigentum, Himera, 
Selinus, and some other tawns, and then openly revolted. The people 
o f higher rank, howevet, generally adhered to Thrasybulus; and the 
two parties divided the city itself o f Syracuse between them ; Thrasy
bulus maintaining himself in Ortygia and Achradina, while the rest 
was occupied by the 'insurgents. War was thus carried on for some 

3 tim e :
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time: but at lengtkThrasybulus, finding Jm force insufficient for any 
hope o f final success, retired to Locri, in Italy, where he passed the 
remainder of his days in private life. ' .
. Diodorus is, vmfortunately, the only author from whom we have any 
account, with any attempt at connection, o f these and the insUing 
events ; which could not but abound in political matter, at the same 
time curious and instructive. His concise narrative o f the demolition, 
o f GelohV fabric of empire, is little consistent with what we learn, from 
the more authentic pen of Herodotus,' concerning its establishment, 
and as little consistent with the account" given, even by himself, o f 
Gelon’s uncommon popularity while he lived, and o f the high respect 
in which his memory continued for ages to be held. It is a confused 
mass, injudiciously compounded of the contradictory reports, evidently, 
o f contending factions. Nevertheless, comparing that narrative, such 
as it is, with the purer tho more scanty sources' of Herodotus and 
Thucydides, we may acquire no unsatisfactory general idea of the train 
and of the character of political events in Sicily.

On the expulsion of Thrasybulus, the democratical party ev'ery where 
predominating, and the democracy o f  Syracuse not being yet strong 
or settled enough to assert command, every town of the dominion of 
the tyrants assumed its separate independency. But as the acquisition 
had been effected through comnninication among all, it was proposed 
still to secure it by friendly political intercourse ;■  and for this purpose 
a congress was held, of deputies from the several towns. The principal 
measures-of this meeting, reported by Diodorus, strongly mark the 
democratical principle by which it was animated. A  festival was esta
blished, to be called the Eleutheria orTeast o f Freedom^ common for 
all the Sicilian cities, at'whose common expence a cobssal statue o f the 
Eleutherian Jupiter was to be erected; and, on every return of the festival, 
four hundred and fifty oxen were to be sacrificed, whose carcases shô x̂ld 
regale the citizens intitled to partake in tho rites. ' A t the same time 
it was resolved that no less than seven thousand citizens ( if xve may 
trust our copies o f Diodorus,) including most of the principal families, 
.should no longer be competent for the honors o f magistracy in the 
commonwealth. The historian, with much apparent reason,  ̂ascribes 
to this source the long troubles that followed. .Tliose injured men.
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refusing to acquiesce under the tyrannous decree, possessed themselves 
o f  two divisions o f the city, Achradina, and Ortygia, and carried on 

0 1 . 79 . 4. war by land and sea against their opponents. From similar causes 
B. C. 4 6 1 . troubles nearly similar arose, about the same time, in Agrigentum, Gela,- 

Himera, Messena; and Catana. Everywhere the parties were nearly 
balanced; cultivation was interrupted; produce was destroyed; and 
the acquisition o f freedom, as it was called, involved one o f the most 
productive countries upon earth, after much . ineffectual‘ bloodshed, 
in universal want. This ^at length produced a general composition 
and a retreat being provided for those who could not accommodate 
matters rvith the prevailing party in their respective towns, by allotting 
a portion o f the JMessinian territory for their possession, it was hoped 
tranquility might have been restored to the Hand..

But thus, in every little state, lands rvere left to become public pro
perty, or to be assigned to new individual owners. Everywhere then 
that favorite measure of democracy, the equal division o f all the 
lands o f the state, was resolved upon ; a measure impossible^ to be per
fectly executed ; impossible to be maintained as executed ; and of very 
doubtful advantage if  it could be perfectly executed and perfectly 
maintained. The attempt produced neither the proposed quiet, nor 
any other public benefit, in Sicily. Private interest and party interest 
were everywhere busy and everyv/here powerful. In the inscription 
o f citizens, many, through favor o f leading men, were admitted 
hastily and wdlh little examination; others rvere arbitrarily rejected: 
many, even o f those benelitted by acquisition o f land, envied others 
with portions more fruitful or better situated; w hile  many others, 
deprived o f both property and municipal rights, which they had before 
possessed,' were reduced to the condition o f vagaborrds arid beggars. 
New £̂ nd violent di.ssentions followed. In many towns the govern- 

• ment, ^vith the favorite name ,o f democracy, was so unsteddy, that 
through the discontent o f the lower people,- sometimes arising from 

«. si5. caprice, sometimesTrom oppression, temptation arose for the powerful 
and wealthy to aspire to tyranny. In Syracuse especially this oc- 

0 1, si. 3. curred; but, o f many adventurers none succeeded : Tyndariori lost h is . 
B. C. 454. life dn the attempt. It was however among the Greeks, so common 

to impute the purp6 .se o f tyranny, and eveii to give the title o f  tyrant,
to

Diod. 1.11. 
c. ,85. ^
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to the leader o f an adverse party, that the value o f the terms, as we 
find them used by antient authors, is often very uncertain.

After the death of Tyndarion, Syracuse seems to have injoyed a short 
season o f lest under detnocratical government; and in this period an 
exertion was made against a  forem foe, which proved that, amid all 
the tj;ouhles, forein commerce had not ceased, and the marine of Syra
cuse was not totally decayed. The Tuscans, long powerful pirates in 
tlie western parts of the Mediterranean, hut repressed by "the able and 
vigorous exertions o f Gelon and Hieron, took advantage o f the dis- 
sentions among the Sicilian commonwealths, to renew their depredations 
on the Grecian commerce and coasts. The Syracusans fitted out a 
fleet against them, o f sixty triremes, which, under the command o f 
Apelles, spred terror through the Tuscan seas; and a debarkation being 
made in Corsica, then chiefly under the Tuscan dominion, the coast 
was plundered, the town of iEthalia taken, and the fleet returned to 
Sicily laden with booty, particidarly prisoners, who were made valuable 
as slaves; • ; . •

Meanwhile the antient possessors o f Sicily, called by the Greeks bar
barians, who still held the inland parts, derived, from the long distraction 
of the Grecian interest, a respite from oppression. This was so ably 
used by a Sicel prince, pucetius, that he became the principal potentate 
of the Hand. Long confined to strong holds among the hills, carrying 
thither from the vales whatever of their harvests they could save from 
the rapacity of the Greeks, and eultiv'ating the vales only as they could 
snatch opportunity, at the risk of being carried off for slaves, the 
Sicels had maintained little connection among themselves,, every village 
having its separate and independent polity. Ducetius united all, 
except the Hyblteans, under one dominion; and then he ventured' 
to move his residence and the seat of his government from Nere, 
among the mountains, to -a new town which he founded, with the 
name of Palice, in' the- v̂ale beneath, by which he would of course 
acquire more complete command of that vale, and more effectually 
vindicate its produce; Whether ambition, or political necessity 
produced the measures which followed, we are without means to 
know. Ducetius, becoming ingaged in war with the Agr'igentines, 
took M otja, then held by an Agrigentine ganison ; anil, the Syracu-
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sans sending’ assistance to,the Agrigehtines, he defeated their united 
forces. Popular rage, at Syracuse, wreaked its illiberal vengeance 
against the unfortunate general who had commanded; he was con-, 
demned to suffer death as a traitor, and executed. But when'pas- 
ssion subsiding gave room for reflection, wiser measures were adopted. • 
The power, the proved abilities, and the various successes o f Ducetius • 
excited general apprehension among the Sicilian Greeks, unaccus
tomed to such a potentate within their iland. The Syracusans and 
Agrigentines taking together the lead, a large force v’as in the next 
summer collected ; a battle was fought, and, after a very obstinate re
sistance, the Sicels' were i-puted. The Agrigentines quickly retook 
Motya, and then rejoining the Syracusans,.their united forces followed 
the motions o f the Sicel prince.

Ducetius had not the resources o f a settled government, or o f  the 
Command of a civilized nation. Deserted by some of the troops vho 
had attended his first flight, and upon the point o f being betrayed by 
some of those who still accompanied him, he took a measure which the . 
completest despair only could dictate. M ounting his horse by night, 
he rode alone into Syracuse, and placed himself at an altar in the 
agora. Early in the morning the circumstance became known, and 
the magistrates assembled the people, to receive their orders for mea
sures to be taken ndth a suppliant o f such importance. Diodorus, the. 
warm advocate o f the Sicilian Greeks, acknowleges that there were 
some among the Syracusans, who thought only o f revenge against the 
unhappy prince, for what tbeŷ  had suffered from his able conduct in war 
against them; but the majority was decided by more generous senti
ments, and probably a better policy. To permit him to remain in Sicily 
being judged inexpedient, he was conducted to Corinth, where he was 
liberally maintained at the public expence o f the Syuaqusan common
wealth.

The government o f Syracuse, after a long course o f troubles, appears 
at this time to have been settled into some consistency; and the city’, 
large, populous, and wealthy, began to feel its weight in the scale o f . 
Sicilian politics. The people of. the smaller towns v̂ere become sen
sible that they had been making themselves- miserable for an inde
pendency which they could not maintain, that they were equally, un- 

a able
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able to coalesce in federal union  ̂ and that they-must Uiravoidably lean 
upon a superior. The only competitor,' with Syracuse, for superiority 
among the Sicilian towns, was Agrigentunr; and while, the competi
tion remained, lasting peace could not easily subsist between them,
The Syracusan chiefs brought back Ducetius from Corinth, appa
rently to make him instrumental to their own views for advancing the 
power of their commonwealth. They permitted, or rather incouraged 
him to establish a colony o f mixed people, Greeks and Sicels, at Calc 
Acte, on the northern coast o f the iland.' This, was considered by the 
Agrigentines as a measure inimical to them : a war followed; and the 
Agrigentines, being defeated, were compelled to receive terms of peace 
from Syracuse. Thus the Syracusan democracy became decidedly the 
leading power among the Greeks of Sicily.

One Sicel town, Trinacia, among all the troubles of the Hand, had 
always preserved independency; and its people, now alone within 
Sicily, except the Carthaginian garrisons and perhaps the Elymian 
towns, refused to acknowlege the sovereinty o f the people o f Syracuse;
This was deemed a sufficient cause for war; and the wretched barba
rians, after a most gallant resistance. Were compelled to yield. All the 
principal men, o f vigorous age, had first fallen in action; the elder, to 
avoid the ignominy and misery of servitude, or o f massacre, front the 
hands of their implacable enemies, put themselves to death; the sur
viving inhabitants were made slaves, and the town was destroyed.

The Syracusans, having thus overborne opposition, proceeded to take 
measures for securing the dominion they had acquired. They exacted 
tribute, and from time to time augmented the exaction, from all the 
cities o f the iland. With the revenue thus arising they increased their 
navy and their establishment o f cavalry ; and when the Peloponnesian 
war broke out, Syracuse, by its extent of dominion, and its naval force, Thucyd.' 

was among the most powerful of the Greciab republics. Its alliance 
M'as therefore a great object for both the contending po wers in Greece.
As a Dorian people, the Syracusans were disposed to favor the Pelo
ponnesians, and actually ingaged in their confederacy; but as demo- 
cratical, they were not zealous in a cause which was-in so great, a 
degree the cause of oligarchy.- Circumstances moreover qiiickly arose,.
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,Avit1iiQ their iland, to preveftt them from giving that assistance which 
the Peloponnesians hoped, and which, strong as Syracuse was in marine, 
had its force been exerted while Athens was weak from, pestilence and 
revolt, might have 'given a very different turn to the war.

But the empire o f  democracy being o f course oppressive, opportunity 
only was wanting for revolt against that o f Syracuse. The Leontines, 
whether suffering more than others, or incouraged by better hope o f 
forein assistance, were the first to resist.  ̂They were o f Ionian origin, 
from Chalcis in Euboea, and‘their revolt was a signal for a ll the Ionian 
.states in Sicily to take arms against Syracuse. The powerful city of 
Rhegium in Italy, .whose people were also partly of Chalcidian race, 
joined thern. Camarina moreover, originally a Dorian city  (how re- 
peopled* after the removal o f its inhabitants to 'Ŝ ’racuse under Gelon, 
we are not informed), having however.particular quarrel with Syra
cuse, joined the Ionian confederacy. But all the other Dorian cities, 
more numerous and powerful than the Ionian., adhered to the Sy-’ 
Tacusans j and the Epizephyrian Eocriaiis o f Italy concurred in their 
alliance.

B. C . 427. In the fifth yeae o f the Peloponnesian war,' during the revolt of 
Lesbos and the sedition o f Corcyra, the Syracusans, already undisputed 
masters of the field, blockaded Leontiui b ylan d  and sea. The Ionian 
to\tms then all trembled for their fa te : a subjection still more severe 
than that which had excited the revolt, would be the certain conse
quence o f the fall o f  Leontiui, which they were unable to relieve. In 
these circumstances, and under these apprehensions, they turned their 
thoughts to Athens, as the mother-state o f the Ionian blood; arid a 
deputation was sent thither to request assistance, urging the claim, not 
only o f  consanguinity, but o f antient treaties o f alliance.
- The fact ions o f Sicily, aqd the general prevalence o f democracy, had 

promoted the cultivation o f oratory. Gorgias o f Leontini is reported 
to bav'C been the'first rhetorician who. reduced his profe-ssion to an art, 
which he taught for pay; and he was at'th is time in high reputation^ 
Gorgias, according to Diodorus, was placed at the head o f  the em-

• This date is gathered'from the circumstances. Thucydides has not specified the 
time when the war began, and Diodorus is inaccurate. ■
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bassy to Athens; and the novelty o f his artificial and flowery elo-, 
quence, tho afterward justly reprobated by maturer Attic taste, is 
said to have then, wonderfully captivated the Athenian people. The 
season was, however, favorable for the effect o f his talentSv: the rebel
lious MitylenseaM had recently yielded to the arms o f Paches; and 
the Athenian interest triumphed in Corcyra, under the auspices of the 
Athenian admiral Eurymcdon,^ through the horrid massacre o f the oli- 
g-archal party there. Nor were inducements wanting for the inter
ference o f the Athenian government in the affairs of Sicily. The 
Peloponnesians derived thence supplies o f corn, which, .by a squadron Thucyd. 1.5. 
in the Sicilian seas, or rather, according to the manner o f cruizing ’ . * 
among the antients, on the Sicilian, coast, it rvas proposed to stop.
Hopes moreover were entertained that, under the name o f alliance, the 
Athenian dominion might be extended iii Sicily ; which would bring,

, at the same time, increase of income to the state, increase of office arid 
emoluntent for powerful men, and increase o f importance,, with op-r 
portunitieir for profit, regular and irregular, to every Athenian citizen.^
Thus incited, in opposition to the salutary advice left them as a legacy 
by their great minister Pericles, the Athenians ingaged in the affairs o f B. C. 427. 
Sicily. ' A  squadron of twenty ships of war, under-Laches son of Me- 
lanopus, and Charoeades son of Euphiietus, being in the autumn sent to 
assist the Leontines, took its station in the friendly port of Rhegium. “

The immediate effect o f this reinforcement, as appears from the Thucyd. 1.3. 
tenor o f the narrative of Thucydides, was, that the blockade of Leontini ci 23. 
by sea was given' up or became ineffectual, and supplies could be intro
duced. In the winter an expedition 3Vas undertaken by the Athenian 
cornmandei-sV against .the Liparrean, called also the iEoliaii ilands, in
habited by a colony o f Greeks from Cnidps. The Lipar®ans held al- nuioyd. 1.3. 
liance.with the Syracusans, and probably were troublesome to the Rhe- 
gians and their allies by maritime depredation. The measures o f the R. C. 42(5. 
Athenians against them however failed. In the following summer 
the relief of Leontini from the land blockade being attempted, Tiiucyd. 1. s. 
Charoeades fell in action. Laches nevertheless, conducting the allied 
forces against Messena, took that city by capitulation, and then
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.sailing to the Epizephyrian Locrian coast, ravaged the country, de

feated the Locrians, who' came out to protect it, and to o k  the small 

town o f Peripoliuin.

'• In the n ext winter an attem pt was made against th e 'c ita d e l o f  

Nessa in Sicily, held b y  a Syracusan garrison; but the allies were 

compelled to retire v'ith loss. T he Syracusans then, decidedlj’̂ superior 

b y  land, but excluded b y  a squadron o f  only tw enty triremes from 

their own seas, where they had lon g been accustom ed to command, 

ixsolved to restore their marine, o f  late neglected, and give  battle  

to  the eneray]s fleet. Intelligence o f  this was forwarded to Athens, 

Avith a request for reinforcem ent; and, the success already obtained 

incouraging the Athenian government, it v'as determined to send such 

*a fleet as should a t  once give superiority beyond com petition at sea, 

and, it  was hoped, command speedy success in the final object o f  the  

\yar. Pythodorus son o f  Isolochus Avas forwarded im m ediately with a 

small squadron to supersede Laches in the command in chief, while 

triremes were preparing in the port o f  Peirseus, to follow  in spring, 

under Eurym edon son o f  Theocles, and Sophocles son o f  Sostratidas; 

Avhich should m ake the number o f the relieving fleet six ty .

T h is  c h a n g e  in  t h e  c o m m a n d  se e m s  n o t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a d v a n ta g e o u s .  

T h e  c o n d u c t  o f  L a c h e s  in  I t a l y  a n d  S ic i ly  h a d  b e e n  a p p a r e n t ly  j u d i 

c io u s  a n d  v ig o r o u s , a n d , fo r th e  f o r c e  h e  c o m m a n d e d , s u c c e s s f u l ; a n d  

th e  s i tu a tio n s  in  Avhich Ave afterA vard  fin d  h im , proA^e t h a t  h is  e s tim a tio n  

APas n o t  m e a n  in  A th e n s  o r  in  G r e e c e .  H e  w a s  t h e  p e rs o n  t o  AV'hom, 
t o g e t h e r  w ith  N i c i a s ,  th e  L a c e d te m o n ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  alAA^ays a p p lie d ,, 

w h en  b u sin ess  w a s  t o  b e  t r a n s a c te d  Avith th e  g o v e r n m e n t  A th e n s .  

W h e n  th e  t r u c e  f o r  f if ty  y e a rs  AVas m a d e  w ith  L a c e d « m o n ,  u e ' w a s  t h e  

p erso n  a p p o in te d  t o  th e  d ig n ifie d  o ffice  o f  p r o n o u n c i n g  t h e  p r a y e r , t h a t  

th e  e v e n t m ig h t  b e  f o r tu n a te  fo r  th e  c o m m o n A v e a lth : Avhen th e  Avar 

b ro k e  o u t  b e tw e e n  A r g o s  a n d  L a c e d te r iio n , h e  c o m m a n d e d  t h e  A t h e n i a n  

.  a u x i l ia r y  fo rc e s  in  th e  a rm y  o f  th e  A r g i a n  c o n f e d e r a c y ;  a n d  h e  l o s t  

h is  life , as Ave h a v e  seen , in  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  g a l la n t ,  a n d , f o r  t h e  c i r 

c u m s ta n c e s , s u c c e s s fu l  re tre a t  o f  th o s e  tro o p s , f ro m  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  

field  o f  M a n tin e ia . H is  s u c c e s so r  in  t h e  S ic i l ia n  c o m m a n d  b e g a n  h is

o p e r a t io n s
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operations inauspiciously : debarking his forces on the Locrian coast, 

near the *o\vn o f Peripolium, winch Laches had taken, he was attacked  

by the LOcrians, and compelled to retire with loss.

T h e follow ing spring was rendered remarkable b y  an eniptiom o f  

m ount AStna, the third remembered among the Greeks, from their first 

establishment in Sicily. T h e  boiling matter ovei’flowed a part o f  the 

Catanian territory, b u t did not affect the town. In the beginning Of 
summer, faction disabling the Rhegian government, and the Athenian  

general being either weak or remiss in his command, the Syracusans, 

through intelligence in Messena, recovered that important place. I t  

was about this time that Demosthenes ingaged in his extraordinary' 

attem pt at Pylus, which ended so" advantageously for Athens. Intel

ligence arrived at Syracuse, that the fleet under Eurymedon and 

Sophocles, destined to reinforce Pythodoras, instead o f  advancing from  

Corcyra, was returned to the Peloponnesian' coast, and .likely to be 

detained there. T he opportunity seemed favorable for the Syracusans 

to  try a naval action; but they could assemble, in the harbour o f  M es

sena, no more than thirty triremes. Pythodorus however had only  

sixteen Athenian and eigh t Rhegian. C o m in g to action, nevertheless, 

in that strait so celebrated for the poetical terrors o f Charybdis and 

Scylla, he gained the advantage, but i t  was n ot decisive. _ ,

T h e  circumstances o f  Camarina then, sedition raging, and the Syra

cusan party j)early prevailing, induced him  to lead his a b o le  fleet 

thither. H e saved Cam arina,' but the opportunity o f his absence v'as 

taken by the enemy, for m arching against N axus, a Chalcidian city, 

o f  the Yt aian confederacy, not far from Messena. The N axians how

ever wef^ fortunate in alliance with the Sicel barbarians, o f  their neigh

borhood; who no sooner heard o f  the distress o f their friends, than  

th ey came, in large force, to their relief. T h e Sicels attacked the 

besieging arm y: the Naxians, sallied opportunely: o f the Messe- 

nians and others, o f  th e Dorian army, to the amount o f  more than  

SL thousand were killed upon the spot, and, o f  the rest, only a small 

proportion escaped the hands o f the pursuing barbarians. T h e Syra- 

fCusan fleet, deprived o f a land-f^rce on w h ich  it could depend for pro- 
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tectipn, such was the antient marine, dared no longer await the return 

o f the Athenian fleet to  Messena. T h e Leontines, the blockade o f  

their town b y land having been already abandoned, then marched to

’ cooperate with the Athenian fleet, in an attack upon Messena. T h e  

attempt however fa ile d ; and, the A th e n ia n ,armament remaining, in 

active during the rest o f  the summer and all the follow ing winter, tho  

hostilities were continued among the Sicilian Greeks, nothing important 

resulted.'

. Meanwhile the fame o f the various successes o f  Athens, and o f the 

general turn in the fortune o f the war, contrary to the expectation o f  

all Greece,' in favor o f  that ambitious and restless republic, raised alarm 

am ong thinking men ; and this was increased by the arrival o f  the fleet 

under Eurym edon and Sophocles in  the Sicilian seas. D u rin g  the  

Ayinter, Camarina and Gela, neighbor-cities o f Sicily, not actuated b y  . 

an y extensive view, b u t pieerly considering the separate convenience  

o f their own communities, concluded a peace between^ themselves, for 

themselves o n ly ; each, c ity  holding itself bound to  the conditions o f  

its.fprm er confederacy, for all purposes o f  war against other states. 

B u t the superior political importance o f Syracuse gave larger views to  

its leaders;, am ong wlmm Hermocrates son o f Hermou was rising t a  

eminence, for abilities, courage, a ctiv ity , and, above all, for a dispot- 

sition truly patriotic. . T h e small begin n in g o f peaceful measures 

made by the Camarinaeans and Geloans, appeared to Hermocrates a. 

fiivorable opening for proposals for a general peace. H e first prevailed  

Ayith, his own, oity> and then procured a, congress, o f ministers, a t Gela,. 

from, all, the cities o f  the iland, A  variety p f  clashing. interestSj, among; 

so nMny little states, rnade accom m odation difficult;, but the eloquence, ' 

o f Hermocrates, displayed so forcibly the danger, o f  fofein. interference, 

and particularly o f  Athenian^ interference, and- urged so plausibly the' 

evident disinterestedness o f  Syracuse, decidedly superior in thp war,^ 

and no way pressed to pronmte peace b u t -b y  the desire o f  benefits, 

and the. appijehension o f evils,w hich would involve all Sipily, th a t he; 

finally p]"evailed.. A  general peace, was . concluded, b y  the. co n d i

tions, o f  whipl}, eyery^ city. retainp(f w,hat it  held at the time^ e x c e p t,- 
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that, for a stipulated sum, the Syracusans restored J^Iorgantina to the

Camarinreans.

T h e  success o f Hermocrates in this negotiation elFectually checked  

the ambitious views o f  the Athenians iipott Sicily. T h e comniauders 

o f  the fleet,- seeing ii6 opportunity o f farther service to their coiintry, 

sailed h'orne. Indignation ho we ver~ihetthenv from their soverein t h e ' 

people, for permitting their allies to make p e a c e : Pythodprus and 

Sophocles 'A'ere punished-w ith banishment. T he services o f  E u ry-  

m edon, at Corcyradnd at Pylus; apparently saved him from so severe 

a sentence, but he was Condemned in a fine.

S E  C  T  I  O  N  II.

New Troubles in Sicily: New Interference of. Athens; hopped by the 
Peace between Athens and Lacedaemon. Assistance solicited from  
Athens by Egesta against Selinus. Contention o f Parties at A  thens : 
Banishment o f  Hyperbolus. Assistance to Egesta voted by the 
Athenian Assembly t Nicias, AkiUades, and Lamachus appointed to 
command. Mutilation o f  the Terms o f  M ercury: Completion o f  
the Preparations fo r  the Sicilian Expedition,-and Eeparture o f  the- 
Fleet.

H e r m o c r a t e s , it appears, had no idea, and, indeed, Thucydides seems TWucyd. 1. S. 
to have had no idea, o f  the possibility o f  m olding all the Sicilian  

G reek  municipal governments into one commonwealth, or even o f  

estabKshing among them an effective federal union. The Sicilian  

patribt^ is represented, b y  the statesman-historian, admonishing the 

Congress only to exclude fofcin interference, and such wars as m ight  

arise among themselves Avould have no very imjjortant ill consequences.

Through such extreme deficiency in G recian politics, new-troubles 

q u ic k ly  arose in Sicily. " Tim e and various circumstances’had greatly  

alteicd the slate o f  property in all the Sicilian commonwealths, since 

th at incomplete and iniquitous partition o f  lands, w hich had been

, u Q 2 , niadej
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made, o u tlie  general establishment o f  democratical governm ent, after 

the expulsion o f  the fam ily o f  Gelon. In other cities the poor rested 

under their lo t; b u t in Leontini tliey were warm in project for a fresh 

and equal partition ; and,^ to strengthen themselves against the party 

o f the wealthy, they carried, in the general assembly, a decree for asso

ciatin g a number o f  new citizens. T h e  landowners, thus, not only  

upon the.point o f bein g deprived o f  their patrimonies, b u t exposed to  

. every kind and degree o f  oppression from deinocratical despotism,, 

applied to Syracuse for p rotection; and, with assistance thence, 

expelled all th e lower people. W liether it  m ight have been possible, 

b y  any milder expedient, to have obtained any reasonable security for 

themselves, considering all we learn o f  the common temper o f  faction  

am ong the Greeks, m ust appear at least doubtful. I t  was bovv^ever 

hardly possible that th e ’violent measure adopted could place them at 

ease. H avin g only their slaves to  divide, offices with them, the busi

ness and the burden o f  arms must b e'exclu sively  their own, in circum 

stances requiring th e m ost watchful attention o f a garrison. For not 

on ly the worst evils that, man can inflict on man were constantly to be 

apprehended from the vengeance o f the expelled, but the produce o f  

their fields could not be vindicated, and their subsistence insured, w ith 

out, i f  not constant exertion, y e t  constant readiness for exertion, 

against plunderers. T h e  Syracusans therefore carrying their liberal 

kindness so far as to  offer all the Leontine landowners admission into  

the number o f  Syracusan citizens, all migrated to Syracuse, and Leon^  

tini was totally  deserted.

W hat, in their new situation, offended or, alarmed these men, appa

rently so generously relieved, we are not inform ed; but there seems 

ground for conjecture that it  was some violence, com m itted or threat

ened, by the democraticalr party in Syracuse. A  number o f  thera 

quitted that city in disgust, and seizing a part o f  tlie town o f  Leontini, 

called Phocere, and a fort in the Leontine territory named Bricinnias, 

th e y  invited their own expelled lower people to  jojn  them. M a n y  o f  

these, who had been wandering about Sicily, mostly in sufficient dis

tress, accepted the in vitation ; and predatory war upon the Leontine 

and Syracusan territories became the resource o f  all for subsistence.

' Intelligence

    
 



Se c t . II. REN EW ED  IN T E R F E R E N C E  O F ATHENS. soi

. Intelligence of the expulsion o f all the"commonalty from the prin
cipal Ionic city o f Sicily would not be' received with satisfaction at 
Athens. It was quickly followed by information o f th.e partial revival 
o f the democracy of Leontini, through the establishments made in 
Fhocese and Bricinnije. The resolution was then taken to send ministers 
to Sicily, to discover the strength o f the Athenian interest throughout 
the iland, and to promote a league hostile to Syracuse. Phmax son o f fi. C. 4 2 2 , 
Erasistratus was sent, with two others, to manage this business: and 
he seems to have conducted it ably. Urging, both in public harangue, 
and in colloquial communication, the notorious  ̂oppression-of the 
Leontine people, and the evident disposition o f Syracuse to assume 

.tyrannical sovereinty over all Sicily, he succeeded with the powerful 
states o f Agrigentum and Camarina. !At Gela he failed; and finding 
no promising prospect in any other city, he passed through the country 
of the Sicels to' Bricinnise. The garrison there however was greatly 
incouraged by his information o f the alliances he had procured for them 
in Sicily, and by his assurances o f assistance from Athens. . Returning 
then homervard by sea in the usual course, by the Italian coast, in his 
way he added to the Athenian interest in those parts by an advan
tageous treaty which he concluded with the Epi2eph}wian Locrians.

This prosperous beginning toward a restoration o f Athenian influence 
in Sicily, through a revival o f troubles among the ^Grecian colonies 
there, was early checked by the event o f the' battle of Amphipolis,. 
which happened in the summer of the same year. The negotiations- 
for peace between Athens and Lacedsemoh, begun in the succeeding 
autumn, were brought to a conclusion in the fpllowing spring. T h e  . 
party 'o f  Nicias then predominated : the maxims o f Pericles again 
swayed the Athenian councils; views o f farther acquisition to the 
dominion of the commonwealth were rejected, and all'interference in 
the affairs of Sicily dropped.

The interest of the principal states of Gfeece in Sicilian affairs thus 
ceasing, for near six years we have little information concerning them.
But, in that interval, two small republics, toward the western end o f 
the iland, Selinusand Egesta, became in gaged in that kind, o f domestic 
wat, which, according to the political doctrine maintained by Hernio-

crates,. ‘
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Thucyd. 1.6 . crates, in his speeches to the’Siciliau congress, coul3 have no important 
ill qonsequences, M̂ ere forein interference only excluded. The Sell- 
nuntines obtained assistance from ‘ Syracuse; which was within the 
proposal o f  Hermoemtes for insuring general safety and happiness to 
Sicily. But the Egestans found themselves thus effectually deprived 
o f their portion o f safety and happiness among the Sicilian people; for 
tliey were presently blockaded by sea and land. It behooved them tc 
find, i f  possible, assistance equally powerful with that o f  Syracuse; buf 
within Sicily it was impossible. Pressed therefore By the apprehension 
of what usually befel a captured towni from a Grecian enemy, they 
determined to seek forein aid; and none appeared so likely to b( 
obtained and to b*e effectual as that o f Athens. Ministeis were accord
ingly sent, who urged arguments which might not unreasonably have 
weight witli the Athenian people. ‘ The Syracusans,’ they observed 
‘ had alrearly exterminated the Leontines, a people connected with the 
‘ Athenians, not only  ̂by antient alliance, but by blood. I f  this passer 
‘ with impunity, and not this only, hut that domineering people were 
‘ permitted to go on oppressing all the allies o f Atliens in Sicily, le 
‘ it be considered what a force might accrue to the Peloponnesian con 
‘ foderacy, in a future, nay, a now impending w’ar.’ T o  these argu- 
ntepts assurances were added, ..that the Egestans wanted only troops 
their wealth being ample. -

Athens was at this time more than usually agitated by faction 
Alcibiades, checked in bis ambitious views by the event o f the sedi
tion o f Argos, M'hich liad nearly annihilated his extraordinary 
influence in Peloponnesus, was looking aronnd for new opportunit;y 
o f enterprize, and his purpose to ingage the commonwealth in wai 
again was notorious. The party o f Nicias dreaded war on its 
own account, but still more on account o f the increase o f influence 
and authority which would insue to Alcibiades; and they vigilantly 
opposed all his measures. This contest was favorable to Hyperbolus, 
who had still great weiglit, through the support o f that body o f the 
citizens which had raised Cleon to greatness. Hyperholus had nearly 
overborne Nicias by velieraence.of railing and by threatening pro
secutions; but he could not so overbear Alcibiades; Against hint

.^kerefore
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therefore he directed another kind o f  policy. T h e vast amhition o f  

Alcibiades, his splendid manner o f  living, and the snperiority heykrt-''it*. 

affected in everything, gave occasion for the suggestion, ndiich was ‘ 

sedulously circulated among the people, that his power and influence 

were greater than could be safe in a dem ocracy, and that th e  

ostracism was necessary to bring men to a ju st level. Alcibiades and  

his friends were alarmed at this idea, and at the readiness with which the  

people appeared to receive it. They^endevored at first to counterwork 

it  b y  urging, that not Alcibiades, whose power rested intirely on th e  

favor o f  th e people, but N icias and the aristoctatical party, were the  

persons really to be feared; and the banishment o f  the head o f  th at  

party would best restore a ju st equilibrium in the commonwealtln  

Hyperbolus used all his art to inflame the dispute, and at the same tim e' 

to set the people equally against both the leaders. His influence,was 

such, that it  was evidently in his power to decide which o f the tw o  

should be banished. But he had a politician to incounter, such as'

C le o n  n e v e r  m e t  w ith . A lc ib ia d e s i c o m m u n ic a te d  Avith N i c i a s :  a n  

" a s s e m b ly  o f  th e  p eop le w as h e l d ;  b o th  c o l le c te d  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h ;  a n d  

H y p e rb o lu s  rv aa  n am ed  as  a  p e rs o n , b y  h is  w e ig h t, in flu en ce , a n d  se d i

t io u s  d e s ig n s , d a n g e ro u s  t o  t l ie  c o tn in o n w e a ltli . T h e  p e o p le S v e re  

su rp riz e d  ; f o r  n o  m an  o f  h is  m e a n  c o n d itio n  Avas e\’er b e fo re  p ro p o s e d  

a s  .a  s u b je c t  for. th e  o s tr a c is m . B u t  th e  A th e n ia n  p e o p le  lo v e d  a  j o k e  j  

a n d  th is  ap p e a re d  a  g o o d  o n e  :• th e y  w o u ld  h o n o r  h im  b y  r a n k in g  h im  

w ith  M ilt ia d e s , A ris te id e s , T h C m is to c le s , a n d  C im o n . ' T o  th e  Avhim 

o f  a  th o u g h tle s s  m u ltitu d e  w as a d d e d  a l l  Ih e .A v e ig h t o f  in te r e s t  o f  

A lc ib ia d e s  a n d  N ic ia s , an d . th e  b a r ^ i m e n t  o f  H y p e rh o ln s  AVas d e 

c id e d ; ■ -

T h e  c o a l i t io n  o f  p a rtie s , hoA vever, la s te d  n o  l o n g e r  th a n  t o  s tr ik e  this^  ̂

bloAv as>-ainst a  m a n  Avhoih b o th , fe a re d . O n e  w a s  s ti l l  a s  e a r n e s t  f o rp * •
w a r as th e  o th e r  a n x io u s  to  m a in ta in  p e a c e . T h e  e m b a s s y  f ro m  E g e s t a  

affo rd e d ; a n  o p p o r tu n ity  s u c h  a s  A lc ib ia d e s  AAOshed; A s  g e n e r a V o f  t h e  

c o m m o n w e a lth , f o r  h e  s till  h e l d .t h a t  office, h e  r e c e iv e d  tfle  m in is te rs  in- 

t h e  m o s t  fa\-orable m a n n e r , a n d  Avarmly r e c o m m e n d e d  th e ir  ca u s e  

th e  p e o p le . N o n e  o f  h is m e a s u re s  seem ' t o -  h a v e  b een  op p osed  w itli  

m o r e  e f f o r t  b y  th e  p a r ty  o f  N i c i a s .  F o r  a  t i m e  t h e y  p re v e n te d , a n y

d e c is io n
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But at length tlie various argu

ments and repeated supplications, which the authority and influence 

o f  the general g a ve  opportunity to urge, in some degree prevailed 

with the people. In the autumn- o f  the sixteenth year o f  the war, 

while the M eiians were still resisting the Athenian forces, and about 

the time that the La'cedaimonians were so inefficiently employed in 

establishing their A rgian friends in Ornese, commissioners-were sent 

into Sicily to  gain  information o f  the state o f  things, and particularly 

to  inquire whether the Egestans really possessed those funds, for sup

porting a large armament, which their ministers pretended.

In  the follow ing spring, the commissioners returned, accompanied 

b y  new ministers fro m E g e s ta ; who brought with them s ix ty  talents 

in silver, about fifteen thousand pounds sterling, as a m onth’s pay in 

advance for six ty  triremes, which they were directed to request. W ith  

this specious voucher in their hands, they were introduced into the  

Athenian, assembly.' T h e  commissioners, devoted to the party of  

Alcibiades, concurred w ith them in every representation, true or false,' 

that m ight induce the people to vote the assistance desired; not 

scrupling to add their testimony to the assertion, that the sum produced  

bore b u t a small proportion to  tbe f-esources o f  the treasury o f  E gesta  

and the wealth o f  its temples. T h is was found afterward to be a gross 

imposition ; but the assembly was persuaded, and the decree passed for 

sending the sixty  triremes.

T h e policy o f  Alcibiades upon this occasion, unnoticed b y Plutarch  

and all the later writers, is hoM^ever not very defectively unfolded in the 

simple and concise statem ent o f ^ c t s  by T hucydides, T h o  N icias so 

vehemently opposed tbe favorite measure o f  Alcibiades, y e t  Alcibiades 

would not appear t h e ,opponent o f  N ic ia s : on the contrarj'^, he would 

use the weight and influence o f  N icia s against N icia s himself. T he  

decree for sending a force to Sicily bein g carried, the commanders were 

to  be named. T h e partizans o f  A lcibiades were still the proposers o f  

all measures, y e t N icias was named first in com m and; Alcibiades 

second; and, for a third, Lamachus was chosen ; a man o f  .birth, who, 

tho y e t  in the prime o f  life, had seen much service, b u t a soldier o f  

fortune, o f a dissipated turn, and o f no great weight, either by abilities

or
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or property. Instructions were then voted ; that tlie generals should 

use the force coranutted to them, first, to g iv e  security to E gesta  

against the Selinuntines, j then to restore the commonwealth o f  Leon -  

t in i; and afterward to take any measures they m ight judge proper for 

prom oting the Athenian iiiterest in Sicily. For carrying into effect 

these purposes, it was decreed that they should have discretionary 

powers. • . ■ ; '

Such rapid decision could not but be hazardous, where the measures 

o f executive government were directed by a whole people. B ut it  was*' 

the o b je ct o f Alcibiades and his party not to let popular passion cool. 

Four days only were allowed before a second assembly was held, to 

decide upon the detail of the armament, and to gra n t any requisition o f  

the generals, for which a vote p f the people m ight be necessary. 

Nicias, unprepared before to oppose a decree which had appointed 

him to  a great command unsought, but disapproving the purpose, 

which he knew to be really the conquest o f  Sicily, now stepped for- 

w'ard to admonish the m ultitude his soverein.

‘ To  urge to Athenian tempers,’ he said, ' that in reason they should  

‘ rather take measures to secure what they already possess, than in gage  

‘ in wild projects for farther acquisition, I  fear will be v a in ; y e t I  

‘ think it m y duty to endevor to show you  how fash and unadvised your  

‘ present purpose is. W ithin Greece you  seem to imagine yourselves 

‘ at peace: yet some o f the most powerful states, o f  the confederacy  

‘ Avith which you have been at war, have not y e t  acceded to the,treaty,

* and some o f  the articles .are still controverted by all. In short, it  is 

‘ not a peace, but meerly a dubious suspension o f  hostilities, prolonged 

‘ b y  ten-day truces, Avbich Avill hold only till some misfortune befall 

‘ Us, or till Lacedaemon g iyp  the Avord for war. A t  the same tim e  

‘ your antient subjects, the Chalcidians o f  Thrace, have been years in.

‘ a rebellion Avhich they are still m aintaining; and some others, whom  

‘ you  esteem dependent- states, pay you  but a precarious obedience.

* Is it not then extreme im policy to incur needlessly ncAV and great 

‘  dangers, with the. vieAV to increase a dom inion already so insecure ?

‘ A s  to the dominion Avhich Syracuse may acquire in Sicily, AA’hich
* some desire to represent as highly alarming, far from an. object o f

V o i ,  II. R  It , ' apprehension,
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apprehension, it w ould rather g iv e  us security. For w hile Sicily is- 

divided, e|ich state will court the favor o f  the Lacedaimonians, who 

profess themselves the protectors o f  independency; b u t when once 

the Syracusans are masters o f  all, they w ill be less forward in 

connection w ith  Laced^m on, and m ore cautious o f  opposing the  

Athenians; whose cause is similar to  theirs, an d -w h o se interest 

congenial. . ' . ’

 ̂ For m yself,’ continued N icias, ‘ at m y years, and after the long  

course o f  services in w hich m y fellow citizens have been -witnesses o f  

m y conduct, I  m ay venture to  say that nb man is less anxious for 

his personal safety. I have large property, through w hich m y welfare 

is intimately connected with that o f  the com m onwealth. B u t we 

owe both life and fortune to our co u n try ; and I bold that man to be 

a good citizen who is d u ly careful o f both. I f  then there is am ong,' 

you a yo u n g man, born to  great wealth and splendid situation, whose 

passio_n for distinction has nevertheless led him far to  exceed, in  

m agnificence, both w hat suited his means and w hat becam e his 

situation; i f  lie is now appointed to a command above his years, but 

w ith w hich, at his years especially, a man is likely to be d e lig h te d ; ' 

above aU, i f  repairs are w a n tin g to  a wasted fortune, which m ay m ake  

such a command desirable to him , tho ruinous to his country, it  

behooves you to beware how you accede to the a d vice.o f such a coun

sellor. . I  dread indeed the warm passions o f  that crowd o f  youths,, 

the followers and supporters o f  the person o f  whom 1  speak i and 

notw ithstanding the decree o f  the last assembly, all 'men o f  sober  

ju d gem en t ought y e t  to  interfere, and prevent rash undertakings, o f  

a m agnitude that m ay-involve, jvith their failure, the dow nfall o f  th e  

commonwealth. I f  therefore, honored .as I  am, b y  the vo ice o f  m y  

country, w ith appointment to the c h ie f command o f  the intended  

expedition, I  may. presume to  advise, it  shall be, that the expedition  

be not undertaken ; that the Sicilians be left still divided by their 

seas from A th e n s ; that the Egestans, a.s without com raunication with  

Athens they in gaged in w a r  with the Selinuntines, so, w ith o u t our 

interference they accommodate their differences; and that, in future,, 

the Athenians irigage in no alliances with slates which, in their ow n  

- l  * disti:ess>.
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‘ distress, will claim assistance, but, in the distress o f Athens, could 
‘ afford none.’ • . . ,

Alcibiades, thus particularly called upon, mounted the bema to reph\ ' 
He began with insisting upon his just pretension to the high command 
to ndiich he was raised, and with glorying in the extravagances of which 
he was accused. ‘ M y - ancestors before me/ he said, ‘ have been 
‘ honored for that very conduct which is now imputed to me as 
‘ criminal. I own, and it is my boast, that I  have exceeded them all 
‘ in magnificence, and I claim merit M'ith my country for it. The 
‘ supposition had gained, throughout Greece, that Athens was ruined by 
‘ the war. I have shown that an individual o f Athens could yet outdo 
‘ what any*prince or state, had ever done. I  sent seven chariots to the 
‘ Olympian festival, and gained the first, the second, and the fourth 
‘ prizes: and the figure I .maintained throughout, at that ineetingof 
‘ the whole Greek nation, did not disparage the splendor o f my victory,
‘ Is this a crime? On the contrary, it is held honorable by the customs
* o f Greece, and reflects honor and renown, even on the country of 
‘ those M’ho ex.hibit such magmificence. W ith regard then to my 
‘ extravagance, as it has been called, at home, whether in public 
‘ entertainments or in whatever else, perhaps I may have drawn on me
* the envy of some of our own citizens: but strangers are more j u s t ; ' 
‘ and in my liberality and hospitality they admire the greatness of the
‘ commonwealth.

‘ . I f  then even in these things, comparativ^ly meerprivate concerns,
‘ I have deserved welbof m y country, let it be inquired what my public 
‘ conduct has been. Glory, I  will onm, I ardently desire; buthoAv- 
‘ have I sought, to acquire it, and Avhat has been my success? H a v e l  
‘ prompted rash enterprizc ? JIave I been forward, as it is said youth  
‘ is apt to be, to ingage the commonwealth, Avildlyahd without fore- 
‘ sight, in hazardous war ? or Avas it I Avho, by negotiation, Avithout 
‘ either danger or expenqe to yourseNes, brought all Peloponnesus tP 
‘ fight your battles for you against Lacedaemon, and reduced that 
‘ long-dreaded rival state to risk its existence at Mantineia, in arms
* against its OAvn ahtieut, allies? I f  such have been my services, on

R R' 2 ‘ first
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first entering upon public business, you need not, I hope, fear but my 
greater experience will now be ddv'^antageous to you. "
‘ With regard then to Nicias, who has long and honorably served 

yon in the high situation of general of the commonwealth, thp he 
has been expressing himself acrimoniously against me, I  readily 
acknowlege his merit, and have no objection to serve with him ; on 
the contrary, I  think it  Would become your Avisdom to employ us 
togethei'. Nicias has tlie reputation of cautious prudence, and 
singular good fortu ne; I.am  said to be more than prudently enter- 
pnzing. For want of enterprize his wisdom, and the good fortune, 
with which the gods have, been accustomed to bless it, will be una
vailing to the commonwealth: checked by his prudence, my dispo
sition to enterprize cannot be dangerous.
‘ To come then to the question more immediately before the assembly, 

the opportunity now offered to the commonwealth, for acquisition in 
Sicily, ought not to be neglected. The power of the Sicilians, which 
some Avould teach you to fear, has been much exaggerated. They are 
a mixed people, little attached to one another, little attached to a 
country which they consider as scarcely theirs, and little disposed to  
risk either person or fortune for i t ;  but always ready for any change, 
whether of political connection, or of local establishment, that may 
offer any advantage, or relieve from any distress. N o r  is their mili
tary force such as some have' pretended; several Grecian states and 
all the barbarians o f the iland, will' be immediately in your iriterest. 
Distracted then by faction, as it is well known the rest are, negotia
tion, M'ell managed, may soon bring more to your party.
‘ But it is endevored to alarm you Avith apprehensions o f  invasion^ 

from Peloponnesus. With regard to this, late experience has demon
strated Avhat may suffice us to know. The Peloponnesians are always 
able to overrun the . open country of A ttica, even Avben none of our 
force is absent on forein service; and, should the expedition noAV 
proposed take place, they can do no more. Ought w e  then to  abandon 
allies, whom treaties ratified by oath bind us to protect? ts  it a just 
reason for so failing in our ingagements> that those allies are u n a b l e

‘  t o
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‘ to afford us mutual protectidii? It  was surely not to obtain Egestan 
‘ forces for the defence o f A ttica  that the treaty was made; but to 
‘ prevent our enemies in Sicily from injuring Attica, by finding them
* employment wWiin their own iland. It has been by readiness to 
‘ AssisT.AEL, whether Greeks or barbarians, that o u r  empire, and a l e  
‘ empire, has been acquired. Nor, let me add, is it now in our choice 
‘ how far we will-stretch our comrnand; for, possessing empire, we 
‘ must maintain it, and rather extend than permit any diminution o f

, ‘ i t ; or we shall, more even than weaker states, risk our own subjection 
‘ to  a forein dominion. I will then detain you no longer than to
* observe, that the command which we possess of the sea, and the 

party of which we are assured in Sicily, will sufficiently inable us to
‘ keep what we may acquire, and sufficiently insure means of retreat if  
‘ we should fail o f our purpose; so that^ with much to hope, wq have,
‘ from any event of the proposed expedition, little to fear. I  am 

therefore firprly of opinion that your decree for it ought not to be 
‘ rescinded.’

This speech of Alcibiades Avas received Avith loud and extensiAX Thucyd. 1.5. 
applause. I t  Avas folloAred by speeches of the Egestan and Leontine 

'ministers, imploring pity and urging the faith o f treaties, Athich also 
had their effect; and at length the disposition of a large majority of  
the people to favor the purpose of Alcibiades became so evident, th a t ,
Nicias would not any longer directly oppose it. But, as first of the 
generals elecV it Avas his privilege to name the force that he judged 
requisite for the enterprize; and he thought to damp the present ardor, 
and excite a little reflection, by naming Avhat, he expected, for the 
Athenian commonAvealth to send on distant service, would be deemed , 
extravagantly great. While therefore he appeared to accede to the 
general Avish, he CndeVored to divert it from its object by reciting the 
difficulties that would oppose its accomplishment. ‘ We have, at c. 20.
‘ present,’ he said, ‘ for allies in Sicily, the Egestans, semibarbarians,
‘ and the Leon tines, Avho scarcely exist as a people. I t  is to be hoped 
‘ th atN axu s and Catana, on account of their connection by blood 
‘ Avith the Leontines and with Athens, may be induced to join us; but 
*« there are, beside these, seven independent Grecian cities in Sicily, on

 ̂ whose
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* whose opposition we may rcly ‘ ; all o f them possessing regular forces 
‘ o f land and sea, with funds to maintain them; and especially Selinus 
‘ and Syracuse, the first objects o f the war. The Syracusans, in addi- 
‘ tion to considerable wealth o f their own, command tribute from the 
‘ barbarians ,o f the iland. But the two points in which they will 
‘ principally have advantage over us, are the possession o f a numerous 
‘ cavalry, and' o f  .the .stores which a plentiful country aifords ; while
* we must depend upon precarious supplies by sea. In addition there- 
‘ fore to a  powerful fleet, an army, such as we have been accustomed to
* send on forein service, will be very unequal to the object. Unless 

we obtain other allies than the Egcstans,' such a force could not stir, '
‘ in Sicily, for the cavalry alone o f the enemy. It must then be con-
* sidered that we shall not only be far from home, but far also from 
‘ any territory under our command. Supplies wdll therefore reach us,
 ̂ not without risk and difficulty at all times; but during the four

* winter months, scarcely an advice-boat can pass to us. These things 
‘ considered, it appears that, beside a large force o f 'regular, heavy- 
‘ armed o f our allies and subjects, in addition to what it may be 
‘ advisable to send of̂  our own, i f  we' can obtain any for hire in

Tinfcyd. 1. d. ‘ Peloponnesus, i t  should.be done, Since moreover to transport so 
‘ far a body o f cavalry capable o f opposing the cavalry o f flie country 
‘ is impossible, we must add a large force o f bowmen and slingers, 

who may at least relieve our heaVy-armed against the annoyance of 
‘ the enemy’s horse. Our fleet must be superior beyond competition;
‘ otherwise we can have no certainty even o f subsistence; and it will 
‘ be proper to provide abundantly beforehand for ^ o  numerous an 
‘ amament, to prevent the distress that might otherwise aris  ̂ from 
‘ accidents o f winds and seas. Beyond all things, however, we must 
‘ be amply supplied Avith money; because what the Egestans talk of, I  

, ‘ am confident they only talk of. In  a word, to begin our business 
‘ Avith any prospect o f success, we must, from the moment Ave land, be 
 ̂ in every point superior to the enemy. This is what the Avelfare o f  the 

t CoramonAvealth, I am fully persuaded, requires. I f  any man can

c. 22.

* Syracuse, Selinus, Camarilla, Gela, Agrigentum, Himera, Messena.
'convince
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‘ convince you that my opinion is unfounded, I am ready to jesign m y 
‘ Command to him.’
, The simple prudence o f the experienced NiciaS was no match for Thucyd. 1.6. 

the versatile sagacity of the young politician with-whom he had to 
contend. The friends' o f Alcibiades received this speech with the 
highest approbation; affecting to Consider it not at all as dissuading 
or discouraging the undertaking, but, oil the contrary, wisely and pro
vidently recommending what would insure success, fh e  whole people 
were infatuated with the spirit 0/  enteiprize. Love o f novelty and 
change, with certaint)^ ofpresentpay, and hope o f they knew n ot’what 
future acquisition, influenced the more thoughtless of all ranks; while 
the past successes of Athens, and the evident weakness and inefficiency 
o f the Lacedsemonian administration, incouraged even the more expe
rienced and prudent; insomuch that if  any deeper thinkers disapproved, 
a declaration Of their sentiments might have subjected them to the 
danger o f being deemed disaffected to the commonii^ealth, and fined, 
banished, or even capitally condemned, according to the momentary 
caprice o f the despotic soverein. . _

Such being the disposition o f the people,. N icias was called upon to c. 25<. 
declare what precisely was the force that he thought necessary. He 
would have, declined in the moment, urging that he wished to consult 
his collegues; but popular impatience would admit no delay, and, over
come with importunity, be at length said, that less than a hundred 
triremes and five thousand heavy-armed, with a due proportion o f  
bowmen and slingers (making, in the whole, at least thirty thousand 
men, those in the sea-service included) would be insufficient; and that 
stores and all necessaries should be plentifully provided to aecdmpany 
the fleet; which ought not to he left dependent upon precarious sup
plies. Popular zeal dM.not confine itself to the meer grant of what was 
thus demanded; but a vote was immediately passed,Empowering the 
generals to command, for the expedition, whatever they should judge 
expedient for the prosperity and glory o f the commonwealth. The 
ravage piade by the pestilence, at the beginning o f the war, was now 
in a great degree repaired: the loss in battle had never'been great;
'and the revenue, far exceeding the ordinary expences of the common-

wealtli.
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\vealth, which in peace were trifling, incouragied ambition. Preparation 
therefore, thus amply supplied, was made with a celerity proportioned 
to the zeal of the people.

During the equipment, and while the popular mind was bent with a 
singular degree o f  passion Upon the proposed conquest, injoying already 
in idea large acquisition of sovereinty, whence tribute would accrue, 
such as might give every Athenian citizen to be forever exempt from 
labor and from poverty, without occupation or profession but that of 
arms, everything was suddenly disturbed by a strange circumstance, to 
which Grecian superstition alone gave any importance. It was a 
custom among the Athenians, derived from very early tirnes, when art 
was rude, to place an imperfect statue o f Mercury, the head completely 
carved, the rest generally a block meerly squared, in front o f every 
residence, whether- o f  gods or m en: this custom was still held sacred, 
;and neither temple nor house at Athens was without one of those 
formless guardians. In one night the. greatest part of, them had the 
face mutilated by persons unknown. Alarm and indignation imme
diately filled the c i t y : the matter was taken up most seriously by 
magistrates and people: however the act o f ill-designing men, it was 
very generally considered as an omen foreboding ill- to the proposed 
expedition; and great rewards were publicly olfered to any, free or 
slave, who would discover the perpetrators. With regard to the offence 
in question, inquiry and temptation were equally ineffectual; not the 
least discovery was made; but indication \ras obtained concerning the 
mutilation o f some statues, some time before, by young men heated 
with wine, and also o f a profanation o f the sacred mysteries, by a mock 
celebration of then? in private houses; and in this accusation Alcibiades. 
Was involved. ‘

Thuryd. O f the party in opposition to Alcibiades were all who leaned to
iTdbtvpTde oligarchy, and niost o f  the most powerful men o f  the commonwealth; 
bigis,p. 138. indignantly bore the superiority assumed by that young man, by 

. whose abilities, assisted by the splendor of his birth, and the greatness 
o f  his fortune, and supported by the favor o f the people, they found 
themselves so overwhelmed, that they had for some time past submitted 
in silence. But the present was an opportunity not to be neglected:

they

Thucyd.

Andoc. de 
niyst. p. 20. 
Tbucyd. 1.6. 
c, 28.
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they set themselves instantly to tahe advantage from it to ruin him iu 
the favor of the people, that foundation of sand on which all power 
in Athens must rest,* and then the reins of the commonwealth would 
o f course pass into their own hands. Theveport was sedulously propa
gated, that Alcibiades was the principal author o f all the late outrages. 
Facts known, itw*as said,̂  afforded sufficient presumption of what could 
not be directly proved; and the meer style o f living o f Alcibiades, so 
unbecoming the citizen o f a commonwealth, and notorious to all, for 
it was displayed ostentatiously, demonstrated that he had ho moderate 
purposes, and that nothing less than the tyranny o f Athens was the 
ultimate object of his ambition.
- Comparing the cautious account o f Thucydides Avith the known 
circumstances o f the times, the temper of party at Athens, and events 
preceding; and following, .Ave find strong reason to suspect, tho we 
cannot be certain, that, not Alcibiades, but the enemies of Alcibiades, 
Avere the authors o f the profanation whence the disturbance arose. 
Alcibiades AV-as 'knoAvn, in his revels, to have committed irregularities, 
Arhich'would give color to. suspicion against him. But the mutilation 
o f the Mercuries Avas ho affair o f a revel; it AÂas evidently a concerted 
business, conducted Avith the most cautious secresy. Nothing could 
be more injurious, nothing more necessarily ruinous in its consequences 
to all the AÂ arraest wishes o f  Alcibiades, than such an event at such a 
time, and nothing could equally favor the purposes o f his opponen-ts ; 
nothing therefore more Avithout temptation for him, Avhilethe strongest 
motives might urge them to commit the deed in secret, Avith the hope 
o f fixing upon him the suspicion. Accordingly, in no one circum
stance o f his public life does'Alcibiades seem to have conducted himself 
more unexceptionably than under this accusation. He neither avoided 
inquiry, nor attempted to  overbear it; but coming forAvard, Avith the 
decent confidence o f innocence, he earnestly desired immediate trial, 
and deprecated only accusation in his absence. ‘ I f  guilty,* he said, 
 ̂ he Avas ready to submit tp the death Avhich he should deserve': if 
‘ innocent, he ought to be cleared o f the shocking imputation ; and as
*  iLAVould be unjust, so AAfould it be in th e h ig h est degree imprudent to
* keep such a  charge hanging over a man vested with so great a

Von. II. S s ■ '  ‘ command.
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 ̂ command.’ But, as usual Avith all factions, what prudence would 

dictate for the benefit o f the commonwealth Avas, AVith his opponents, 
but an inferior consideration ; what Avould adA ânce the pOAver of their 
party Av̂ as the first. Dreading, therefore, his popularity Avith the army, 
fearing particularly the alienation o f the Argian and Mantineian auxi
liaries, Avhom his influence principally had obtained for the expedition, 
and apprehensiA'e that blame thus' might fall upon themseh^es, they 
determined neither immediately to accuse, nor wholly to  give up 
accusation; and they prcA âiled Avith the people to decree simply, that 
Alcibiades should hold his command,'and proceed on the expedition*. -

This being determined, popular zeal returned to its former object, 
'and by midsummer the preparations n̂ ei'e completed. So great'and sa 
splendid an armament was never before sent by any Grecian state on 
foreirr service. The importance o f the armament itself, the importance 
and distance o f its object, and the popular predilection with Avhich it 
Avas favored, occasioned extraordinary alloAvairce for the equipment. 
Private zeal contended AA'ith public; the commanders o f triremes not 
sparing their OAvn purses, everyone to have both his ercAV and his 
vessel completest, equally for show and fo'r service. The daily pay o f 
a drachma, tenpence sterling, Avas given by the public to. every private 
sailor; and the captains added extraordinary pay to able seamen, and 
to all the roAÂ ers o f the upper bench, distinguished by the name of 
Thranites, Avhose situation Avas more exposed, and whose office, both 
required more skill and AVas more laborious than' that o f the roAvers o f 
theloAver benches. The hea\'y infantry, all chosen men, Avho, as usual 
in the Greek service, provided their own arm s’and appointments, vied 
Avith each other in the excellence and good appearance o f both.

Qn the day named for imbarkation, the Athenian citizens inrolled 
for the expedition appeared on the parade at daybreak, together with 
those o f the allied forces Avhich Avere then at Athens. The whole city 
accompanied their march to Peirreus; the natives, says the cotemporary

* This is Thucydides’s account. Accord-' 
ing to an oration .remaining from Isocrates, 
tlie accusers of Alcibiades' were punished, 
■which would imply an acquittal of himself. 
But apparently the orator has taken occa

sion, from a later transaction, to assert so 
much thus generally, leaving to his hearers 
to refer it to the time to whicU it'belonged. 
Isocrat. de bigis, p. 133, 134. v. 3. .

hrstorian,

    
 



S E C T .m . E XP E DI T I ON TO SICILY.
liistorian, divided Jbetween hope and fear, on seeing so great a propor
tion o f the strength o f tlie commonwealth, with some relations or 
friends .of every family in it, committed to the rage of elements and 
the chance o f war, at a distance which,  ̂for antient navigation, was 
so great’ ; while the numerous foreiners more calmly gratified their 
curiosity with so splendid and interesting a spectacle. As soon as the 
iinbarkation was completed, and everything prepared for getting under 
way, trumpets sounded for signal o f silence, and prayers for success 
were put up to the gods with more than usual formality, heralds direct
ing, and the whole armament uniting their voiceSi Goblets o f wine 
were then produced in every ship, and officers and privates toge
ther, out of gold and silver cups, poured libations and drank to the 
prosperity of the armament and of the commonwealth, the citizens and 
strangers on the beach joining in the ejaculation. This ceremony being 
performed, the psean was sung, and the whole fleet moved for iEgina, 
thence to takeJts departure for Corcyra.

3 'U

S E C T I O N  III.

Defects o f the Syracusan Constitution. Force o f  the Athenian Arma
ment. Measures o f the Athenian Arrnament. Able Conduct o f  
Alcibiades. Intrigues^ Tumult, popular Panic, and their Conse
quences at Athens.

I n t e l l i g e n c e  o f the extraordinary magnitude o f the Athenian pre- Thucyd, 1.6 , 

parations passed from various quarters to Syracuse; and.the destination, 
in a democratical government, could not remain a secret. Nevertheless 
it was long before the news gained such credit, among the Syracusan 
people, as to produce any measure for obviating the threatened evil.'
It is not specified by historians, but the account o f Thucydides makes 
it evident,, that there had been a revolution in the government of

® Thucydides calls it the most distant as gation of the antients therefore made Sicily, 
well as the greatest expedition ever made in his opinion, more distant than Egypt, 
by any Grecian state. The coasting navi- '
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Syracuscj or at least a great change in the administration, since the* 
oligarchal Leontines were admitted to the rights of Syracusan citizens. 
The democratical party now bore the sway ; and some jealousy toward 
the nobles, lest preparation for war should throw an increase o f power 
into their hands, appears to have influenced the leaders o f the day. At 
the same time the 'circumstances of Syracuse, considerably altered 
since the former interference o f Athens in the affairs o f Sicily, were 
such as would inflame the usual presumption-of a democratical govern
ment. The Ionian interest, formerly, with tlie assistance o f Camarina, 
nearly balancing the Dorian, was now suppressed; Syracuse was the 
acknowleged head o f the Grecian name in Sicily; and the Syracusan 
people trusted that, excepting the sernibarbarian Egestans- and the 
Leontine freebooters, the Athenians would not find a friend in the 
iland, who would dare to oAVn himself, .

A t- length, however, accumulated accounts' arriving, each more 
alarming than the former, it was thought proper to convene the general 
assembly. The patriotic and able Hermocrates, the peacemaker of 
Sicily when harassed by internal war, was among the foremost to pro- 

Thucyd. 1.6. pose vigorous measures against forein atlaek. Representing the 
Athenian armament as really great and formidable, but dangerous 
to Syracuse only in proportion to its deficiency of exertion, he 
proposed to strengthen the Syracusan confederacy by conciliat
ing the barbarians o f the iland, and by extending alliance among 
the Italian G reeks: he would even make overtures to Carthage, the 
richest commonwealth upon earth,  ̂ and therefore ablest to give that 
kind o f assistance v/hich Avas most desirable, as being most efficacious 
with least danger; and it Avas reasonable to suppose, he said, that appre
hension of tlie groAving poAver and extravagant ambition o f  Athens 
Avonld dispose the Carthaginia.ns to the connection. Application 
ought also to be made to Corinth and Lacedremon, AA'hose favorable 
disposition could not be doubted. Such in general Avas the nego
tiation which, in his opinion, their circumstances required. W ith 
regard then to military operation, he Avas clear fhat they ought to meet 
invasion before it reached them : and, high as the reputation o f the 
Athenian navy was, yet local circumstances gave them such advan- 

5 - i -  . . tages,,
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tages, that a proper exertion o f the naval force which the Sicilian 
states were able to raise, might make it impossible for the Athenians' 
ever even to reach the Sicilian coast. This idea was founded on the 
deficiencies of the autient marine; o f which the words- put into the 
mouth o f Hermocrates, by the able cotemporary historianj give the 
clearest as Avellas the most authentic information. ‘ The Tarentines,’' 
said Hermocrates, ‘ are our allies; and the Athenian fleet, to go from' 
‘ Corcyra, their known place o f assembling, to Sicily, must first make 
‘ the lapygian coast, and cannot avoid passing Tarentum. The harbor 
‘ "of Tarentum therefore should be the station for the greatest naval 
‘ force that can be collected. So numerous a fleet,̂ .as that o f the enemy, 
‘ cannot keep exact order in the long passage (for so, in Thucydides’s
* narrative, Hermocrates terms it) across the Ionian gulph. From the 
‘ harbour o f Tarentum, therefore, we may chase our moment of attack,
* with certain advantage. We shall go into action with our crews 
‘ refreshed in a frie'ndly port, and our galleys ligh t; the Athenians 
‘ fatigued with rowing and incumbered Avith stores; or, should they,
‘ at the expence o f these, prepare for action, we may, if  prudence 
‘ require it, retire into our port, and w ait for fresh advantages. N or 
‘ can these fail to offer; for the enemy must then again incumber 
‘ his gallies with stores, or risk to suffer from want, in the passage

S17

along a hostile coast. Such being the inconveiliencies and the
* hazards which he must have to incounter,, I think, i f  the measure I 
‘ propose were taken, he would scarcely .venture at all to cross the 
‘ gulph.’ . t :

This able advice, to a M'hole people in assembly directing executive Thucyd. 1.6. 

government, did not find the attention it merited. Many would not 
yet believe that the Athenians meant to invade Sicily with views o f 
conquest: some even ridiculed the idea: various contradictory, opi
nions were ‘warmly maintained; and Athenagoras, chief o f the demo- 
cratical party, endevored to use the opportunity for carrying a point 
against the nobles. ‘ It was rather to be wished than feared,’ he said,
‘ that the Athenians Avould be so mad as to invade Sicilv. For himself,
‘ bethought them wiser. Peloponnesus itself Avas not better able to 
‘ resist th em ; and the force o f Syracuse alone was superior Jto double

* the
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‘ the armament whose approach was represented as so alarming. No 
‘ cavalry, he well knew, was imbarked: within Sicily the Athenians 
‘ could obtain none, except an inconsiderable force from Egesta; and 
‘ even their heavy-armed were inferior in number to the Syracusan. 
* Such being their deficiency, if, instead o f commencing operations, 
‘ as they must, from their naval camp, with scarcely a friend within the 
‘ iland, they possessed a neighboring city equal to Syracuse, even so 
‘ their army, instead o f making conquest, would hardly escape destruc- 

• ‘ tion.’ Having declared liis sentiments against the measures proposed 
by Hermocrates, he proceeded to invey against him and the wholfe 
body o f the nobles. ‘ The ambition o f young men,’ he said, ‘ panted 
‘ for military command; but the city  would not so impose a yoke upon 
‘ itself. On the contrary, prosecution should prevent the seditious 
‘ purposes o f those who would spred alarm; and punishment should 
‘ not fail for such offences against the conimon welfare.’ He was pro
ceeding thus in the endevor to excite popular passion, when one of the 
generals (for the Syracusan constitution at this time divided the chief 
military command between a board o f fifteen) interfered with the 
authority o f office. He strongly reprobated the attempt to check the 
freedom of debate, and deter individuals from declaring their opinion 
on public affairs: ‘ When hostilities were threatened,’ he said, ‘ the 
‘ welfare o f the commonwealth unquestionably required preparation in 
‘ due proportion to the d a n g e r .'I t  should therefore be the care of the 
‘ generals to acquire more certain intelligence, than seemed yet to have 
‘ been obtained, and in the mean time to communicate with the allies 
‘ o f the commonwealth, and take all other proper precaution.’ Without 
putting any question to the tote, he then dismissed the assembly.

While such, through the defects in the constitution o f the govern
ment, was the unprepared state of Syracuse, the whole o f  the Athenian 
forces Avas already assembled at Corcyra. The fleet consisted o f a 
huudred and thirty-four triremes, and two Rhodian penteconters.  ̂ O f 
the triremes, a hundred were Athenian; and of these, sixty  were light 
for action, forty carried soldiers. The other thirty-four triremes were 
o f the allied states, principally Chian. The heavy-armed were, in all, 
five thousand one hundred; o f whom two thousand two hundred were

Athenian
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Athenian citizens; and of these only seven hundred, appointed to the 
inferior service 6f marines were o f the Thetes, the other fifteen 
hundred being of the higher orders; The Argian auxiliary heavy- 
arm^d were five hundred ; the Mantirieiau, including a few Pelopon
nesian mercenaries, two hundred an d - f i f t y ;  the remainder of the- 
heavy-armed were from the subject states. The regular light-armed 
•were four hundred Athenian and eighty Cretan bowmen, seven hundred 
Rhodian slingers, and a hundred and twenty Megariau refugees. A  
single horse-transport carried thirty horse. . The storeships provided by 
the Athenian government, which carried also both s-atiers and artificers,
•\vere thirty of large burden, o f the kind called holcads, and a hundred, 
sm aller'; hut many other ve.ssels, belonging to ‘ individuals, followed, 
for the sake o f profit from the market of so large an armament.

Thrdugh the rash precipitancy o f one party in the administration, 
and the opposition by which the otlier was perplexed, so deficient had 
been the preparatory measures, that it was yet unknown to the generals 
what Italian or Sicilian cities would receive them. Three triremes Tlrdcyd. 1. 6. 
were therefore dispatched to inquire and to negotiate, with orders to 
meet the fleet as soon as possible with information.^ The whule then 
moved from Corcyra, in three divisions; each o f which separately 
might more readily find, in the Italian ports, those supplies which the 
antient ships o f war could so scantily carry, and that shelter which 
they were so extremely liable to want. All however together crossed 
the gulph, and made the lapygian promontory, without misfortune.
Then they dispersed to seek supplies around the bay of Tarentuip; 
but not a single town would admit them within its walls, or even make 
a market for them. Tarentum and Locri denied them water and the 
shelter o f their ports., A t length the whole fleel: reassembled, without 
disaster, at Rhegium, the first’ allied city in their course. But even 
the Rhegians cautiously .refused to admit them within their walls ; al
lotting them however commodious ground for incampment, and pro
viding for them a plentiful market.

The Syracusans, at length, satisfied o f the necessity of giving up 
private ease for public service, and no longer hesitating between party

*  r u p  P iu P i
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interest" and general welfare, permitted tbeir leaders to make serious 
preparation for meeting' the coming evil. Ministets were sent to con
ciliate some of the Sicel tribes; gamsons were placed in-situations fo 
controul others ; arms and horses were examined; and troops matched 
to occupy some o f the most critical posts for defending the Syracusan 

-territory. . - . .
Meanwhile the three Athenian ships, dispatched from Corcyra,- liad. 

been as far as the Egestan territory, and. did not rejoin the fleet till it 
was arrived in the harbour o f Rhegium. They brought information, 
that the representations made by the Egestan ministers at Athens, o f 
the wealth of their state, had been utterly false, and that the commis
sioners, sent by the Athenian government to inquire concerning itj 
had been grossly deceived. The richest temple o f the Egestan terri
tory was that o f Venus at E r y x ; where indeed the Collection o f cups, 
flagons, censers, rind other vessels o f silver,, was considerable. After 
being conducted to  a display o f these sacred riches, the commissioners 
had- been variously invited and entertained by the principal Egestans; 

. and, wherever they went, not only all the .gold and silver plate o f the 
, place was studiously collected, but whatever besides could be borrowed 

from neighboring towns, Phenician as well as Greek. These commis
sioners had been appointed by the influence of Alcibiades and his party. 
Whether they were chosen for their ability or their folly may be diffi
cult to gue.ss; but they had either believed, or affected to  believe, and 
reported to the Athenian people accordingly, that they could not suf
ficiently admire tlie wealth of Egesta. The commissioners sent from 
Corcyra were, on the contrary, such as Nicias, the first in command, 

• would approve; and their purpose being, not to procure partial evi
dence to promote a decree for the expedition, but. to find means (for 
what would now be a principal object o f Alcibiades himself) to prose
cute its purpose, they made strict scrutiny. On their return they 
reported, that the'Egestans could only show thirty talents, between 
seven and eight thousand pounds sterling, in their treasury, and that; 
for anything more, their wealth was quite problematical. Probably 
none o f the generals had relied much upon the wealth o f  Egesta ; yet 
as it had been seriously proposed as the fund which was to afford

means
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iTieans for the first conquests, they were distressed by its deficiency;; 
for the Athenian people were not likely to receive very favorably an 
immediate application for a supply. The disappointment however did 
not come single. The llhegians had been upon the point o f yielding 
to the solicitations and remonstrances o f  the’ Athenian generals, who 

.urged them to join their arms to those of their antient allies, for the 
purpose o f restoring their common kinsmen the oppressed Leontines; 
but they now gave for their decisive answer, ‘ That they would do
* every office o f friendship to the Athenians, within the limits o f an
* exact neutrality; but they would ingage in no hostilities, unless in
* Concurrencewith the Italian states of their alliance.’

This determination o f the Rhegians was a disappointment, less on 
account o f the force of land and sea, tho not inconsiderable, which 
they could have furnished, than for the check it would give to nego
tiation among the Sicilian, towns, where the example ,of Rhegium 
would be of weight. The Athenian generals found themselves in con
sequence much at a loss. In  many places a disposition adverse to 
the Syracusan supremacy afforded advantageous opportunities: but, 
through the divisions among the leading men o f Athens, and the haste Thucyd. 1.6. 

o f those who promoted the Sicilian expedition to* profit from popular *̂ ''̂ '** 
favor,. i t 'h a d  been so neglected that tlie semibarbarian Egestans 
upon the verge o f ruin through their war with Selinus, and the- 
miserable Leontines, ejected from̂  their city and territory, were the 
only confederates o f  Athens beyond the Ionian sea. When therefore 
it came to be debated what should be the first measures of the- arma
ment, the three generals differed, nearly as might be expected from 
their difference of character; ^ d  each had plausible ground for his 
opinion.. Nicias experienced, prudent, from the first' little satisfied 
with his command, and now in ill health, proposed to relieve Egesta, ,c. 4f. 
Avhich was the primary object o f their instructions ; and, unless the- 
Egestaiis could fulfil their ingagement to fui nish pay for the whole 
armament, or readier means should occur, than yet appeared, for re
storing the Leontines, not farther to risk the forces or waste the 
treasures o f the commonwealth. The disposition to assist its allies 
would be shown in the relief o f Egesta; its power would be mani-
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fesled by the meer circumstance o f sending so great aii armament 
to such a distance, ,and, satisfied with this, he . would' return im
mediately home.

Alcibiades, whose temjper was impetuous, but his- mind capacious, 
and his abilities univevsaVelated MUtb the extraordinary,effects which 
his first essay in political intrigue had produced in Peloponnesus,. and ■ 
not dejected by disappointments for which he was riiore prepared than; 
his coliegiies, had formed his own plan !for laying the foundation of 
extensive coirquest, and persevered in it, ‘ Such a force,* he said, ‘ as
* they commanded, ought not to return home without achievement, • 
‘ ,and without honor. Y et he would not disapprove prudent, or even
‘ cautious measures. He would therefore' propose, that negotiation:
‘ should be tried with all the Grecian cities, except Syracuse and Se- 
‘  linus, and with evOry barbarian tribe o f the jland. In some places,
* perhaps, zeal in the Syracusan interest might be meerly ^slackened;;
‘ in others, defection fromdt might be procured;: in. some, supplies of 
‘ provisions only might be Obtained ; in others, auxiliary troops.: The 
‘ beginning sboidd be made with Messena, the most commodious city 
‘ and port o f the ilahd for their principal sfation„whence to carry ou
* the war. When trial had beien duly made what might be done by 
‘ negotiation, when they were fully assured who were determined ene-

mles, and M’ho were, or might probably be madej> friends, then they 
‘ should have a clearer view of the business before them, and Sclinus 
‘  and Syracuse must, undoubtedly, be the first objects o f  their arms.’ 

Lamachiis, much a soldier and little a politician,'bpt experienced in 
the captious and greedy temper o f .the people his soveroin, differed 
from both his collegues:. ‘ Their whole force,’ he said, ‘ ought irame-
* diately to be directed against Syracuse, while yet in a state o f un- 
‘ - readiness, and surprize.. I f  the city could not be taken by a brisk

•* effort, which he thought not impossible, the other towms o f the ter- 
‘ ritory would.however fall into their hands,' befoie the effects in them
* could Ire removed ; and the produce o f  the, country would o f course 
‘ be theirs. Thus they'should, acquire means to prosecute-the .Avar,
* Avitliout the dttvidious measure o f  applying to Athens for rrioney. 

But possibly, Avhat o f all things wa5 most desirable,; t h e  Syracusans
11 ‘ hjight
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^•might thus be provoked to risk a battle ; arid a victory would ic.- 
‘ stantly do more toward procuring alliance among the Sicilian cities,
‘ tlian. negotiation for twenty year-s. Should the enemy,.on the con- 
‘ trary, yield their country without an effort, beside the profit from 
‘ plunder, so decisive ari acknowlegemejit o f the superiority o f the 

■ ‘ Athenian forces would be highly favorable to  any negotiation that 
‘ m ight be deemed expedient. With regard to Messena, he thought 

it not o f so much consequence. The deserted port ofMegara, com- 
' modiously near to'Syracuse, and their own whenever they would 
‘ take possession of it, would be far preferable for their naval station.’

It;appears, from what follows in Thucydides, that the opinion of 
Lamachus", i f  conquest was to be sought and the displeasure o f the 
Athenian people avoided, was not the least judicidus; but, being over
ruled, that general chose to concur Avitb, the opinion of Alcibiades, to xhucyj. 1 .6, 

‘which Nicias was thus compelled to yield. Alcibiades then undertook ô. 
himself the business o f negotiation with' Messena. He could not how
ever prevail so far as to bring the Messenians to join in the war against"
Syracuse; but he obtained, what was o f some importance, permis
sion for the Atheiiian-armament to contract for provisions througdi-. 
out their territory. He theu went with sixty triremes, Lamachus 
accompanying, to N axos; and he found the people o f that city, wht> 
were purely -Ionian, and from o f old adverse to Syracuse, so much 
more favorable to his views, that he ingaged them to. join in league^ 
defensive and offensive, with Athens. Thence he proceeded to 
Catana; but the prevalence o f the Syracusan par.ty there procured a 
refusal even to treat.. Still therefore coasting southward, he sent for
ward ten triremes to Syracuse. Approaching the mouth of the port, a 
herald from the deck of one o f them proclaimed the intention o f the 
Athenian commonwealth, ‘ to’ restore the oppressed Leontines to their 
‘ just rights, a measure to w hich'it’was bound both by ties of blood 
‘ and terms of-alliance ;- adding, ‘ that any Leontines would be fe- 
‘ ceived as friends by the Athenian armament.’ ' This, ceremony being 
performed; and such obsei'vatiori made, as circumstances permitted,-on 
the ports, the city, and the circumjacent ground, the detached 
squadron rejoined th  ̂fleet, and all together went once more to Catana.

-■  *T T a Meanwhile
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Meamvhile appreliensiop, either o f tbe Athenian nrmameut, o rp f a 

party among their own people, had so far'wrought a change iii the 
mijids of the^Cataiiian leaders, that they consented to admit the Athe-. 
nian generals to declare theif proposals to the assembled people. The 
forces, being landed, were stjtioped without the walls, while the gene
rals Avent into the tow n; and Alcibiades undertook to. address the • 
Catanian people. While he ivas, speaking, and the Catanians, collected 
in the agora, were universally intent upon the harangue, some o f the 
Athenian soldiers observed a small ill-constructed gateway unguarded, 
through which, in mper wantonness, they made their way into the 
tow n; and, finding no opposition,, quietly joined the' assembly.  ̂ The 
sight struck instant alarm into the Syracusan party, who imagined 
the city betrayed by their opponents. Some o f them hastily, but 
silently, withdrew; and the rest, awed by apprehension o f  the dread
ful calamities usually brought, on the weaker party, by sedition in ” 
Grecian cities, concurred in a decree, which was presently proposed, 
for an alliance defensive and offensive with Athens. Shortly after, the 
whole fleet moved from Rhegium to Catana, which it was resolved to 
make'the principal naval station. . *

T t soon appeared that the project o f  Alcibiades to strengthen the 
, Athenian interest by negotiation, and proportionally, o f course, to 
weaken the Syracusan, had been extensively founded. A  party in 

-Camarina, incouraged by what had passed at Naxus and Catana, as 
well as by the reported strength o f the Athenian armament, sent to 
request support in attempting  ̂ revolution. The fleet moved tliither; 
but it was found that the innovators had been overliasty in their 
measures, and the project coOld not be carried immediately into exe
cution ; yet an Athenian party still subsisted in Camarina. . In returning, 
the Athenian commanders debarked a body o f forces near Syracuse, 
and collected considerable booty ; but the Syracusan cavalry quickly 
checked this mode of warfare, cut off some ■ stragglers, apd .compelled 
the rest o f the maroding troops to seek their ships. The fleet pro
ceeding then to Catana, foUnd there the'Salaminian, the ship appro
priated to purposes of sacred and solemn offic e, bearing an order from 
the Athenian people for the immediate return o f Alcibiades apd some ^

other
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other officers to Athens, to .'answer accusations preferred agaihst theni 

.for mutilatiflg the statues in d  profaning the mysteries.

S in c e  th e  a r m a m e n t  s a i le d  fo r  S ic ily , A th e n s  h a d  b een  e x p e r ie n c in g  

th e  w o r s t  e v ils  o f  d e m o c r a t i c a l  f r e n z y . T h e  o l ig a r c h a l  p a r ty , u n e q u a l  

tq  o p e n  c o n t e n t i o n  w ith  t h e  d e m o c r a t ic a l ,  h a d  re s o lv e d  u p on  th e  b o ld  

p r o j e c t  o f  m a k in g  d e m o c r a c y  i ts e lf  th e ir  in s t r u m e n t  fo r  e x c i t i n g  p o -  

'  p u la r  p a ss io n , w ith  th e  h o p e  o f  d ir e c t in g  i t  t o  t h e  p ro m o tio n  o f  th e i r  

o w n  in te r e s t .  In s ta n tly , a f te r  th e  d e p a rtu re  o f  th e  flee t, th e y  b e c a m e  

s e d u lo u s  in  d iffu sin g  ru m o u rs  an d  o b s e rv a tio n s , t h a t  m ig h t  e x c i t e  

s u s p ic io n  a n d  a la rm . T h e  po\rer an d  in f lu e n c e  o f  A lcib iax les , h is  

m a g n if ic e n c e ,  h is  a m b itio n , h is u n p rin cip le d  c o n d u c t ,  a n d  h is v a r io u s  

e x t r a v a g a n c i e s ,  w ere  m a d e  c o n s ta n t  s u b je c ts  o f  p u b lic  co n v e rs a tio n ._  

H is  a b ilitie s , a t  th e  sa m e  t im e , an d  e v e n  h is  v ir tu e s , rvere c o m p a re d  tOf 

th o s e  b y  w h i c h  th e  P c is is t r a t id s  h a d  - a c q u ir e d  th e  ty r a n n y . T h e  

s e v e ritie s  w h ic h  h a d  o c c a s io n e d  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  th o se  c e le b r a te d  

t y r a n t s  w e re  th e ii m a g n ifie d  t e n f o l d ;  th e  e x e c r a t i o n  to  w 'hich  t h e i r  

m e m o r y  h a d  b een c o n d e m n e d , b y  th e  p a r ty  w h ic h  h ad  o v e rb o rn e  th em y  

w a s a lle d g e d  in  p r o o f  o f  t h e i r  e n o r m it ie s ; a n d  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h a t  

th e  A th e n ia n s , u n ab le  to  e f f e c t  th e ir  o w n  d e liv e r a n c e , h a d  o w e d  i t  

t o  t h e  L a c e d a e m o n ia n s , w a s  p re sse d  u p o n  p u b lic  r e c o l le c t io n . S h o r t ly  

e v e r y  o c c u r r e n c e  w as m a d e , b y  so m e  c o n s t r u c t io n , t o  im p o r t  a  p lo t  f o r  

e s ta b lis h in g  ty r a n n y . F e a r ,  s u sp ic io n , a n d  t h e i r  c e r t a i n  c o n c o m i t a n t ,  

a  d is p o s itio n  t o  s e v e r ity , th u s  g a in e d  c o m p le te  p o sse ssio n  o f  th e  p u b lic  

m in d . E v e r y  o n e  Avas b e n t  t o  d is c o v e r , b y  a n y  m e a n s , th e  p lo t a n d  its ' 

a u th o r s . O ffice rs  w e re  a p p o in te d , in t i t le d  E x a m i n e r s  ^  w ith  fu ll a u t h o 

r i t y  f o r  e v e r y  s e a rc h  an d  i n q u i r y ;  a n d  g r e a t  re w a rd s  Arere o ffered  f o r  

a n y  Avho w 'ould in d ic a te  a n y  th i n g . T h e  m o s t  s u s p ic io u s  a n d  in c o h e r e n t  

e v i d e n c e  o n ly  Avas o b ta in e d , f ro m  slav es  a n d  m e n  o f  th e  viliest c h a r a c ^  

te r s . B u t  p u b lic  a la rm , o n c e  so  e x c i t e d , Avas n o t t o  b e .re a d ily  q u ie te d .  

I t  Avas d e e m e d  b e tte r , s a y s  T h u c y d id e s , t h a t  j u s t  m e n  s h o u ld  s u ffe r , 

t h a n  t h a t  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  sh o u ld  b e  in d a n g e r e d . M a n y  o f  p r in c ip a l  

r a n k  a n d  m o s t  re s p e c ta b le  c h a r a c t e r  Avere in  c o n s e q u e n c e  im p riso n e d . 

I t  ap p ears, in d e e d  d iff ic u lt  t o  d is c o v e r  f o r  Avhose b e n e fit  t h e  A th e n ia n  

c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  as i t  n o w  s to o d , Avas c a lc u la te d . T h e  lo w e r p eo p le  a t  le a s t

* 35iiT»rT*h
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should have had some confidence in protection for innocence, from 

that governm ent for which they were so in xiou s, and in w hich they  

were, nom inally a t least, supreme. B ut, on the contrary, when P ei-  

Sander and Charicles, tw o o f the examiners, appointed to that office b y  

popular favor, declared their opinion th at a plot for overthrowing tl^e 

dem ocracy was in agitation, and farther inquiry therefore necessary, 

upon the usu al'sign al for assembling the council, all th e people, fled 

from the agora, every one fearful o f  accusation -ahd imprisonment. 

N o r was this indiscrim inating jealousy a humor that had its hour and 

passed: it  held, and grew daily m ore severe. Suspicion extended; 

more persons were im prisoned; and there was no foreseeing where 

popular rage w ould stop.

. I t  happened th a t while suspicion w as most rife, y e t w hat or whom to 

suspect was m ost uncertain, some movements in Bceotia occasioned tlie 

march o f a small body o f  Lacedmmonians to th e Corinthian isthmus. 

T h is circum stance increased suspicion into im agined certainty, and re

doubled every former fear': the business o f  Boeotia was th o u gh t a fein t ; 

intrigue with the obnoxious party in Athens, it was supposed, must be 

tlje real cause o f the m ovem ent; and, for one night, the whole people 

w atched in ai’ms. T h e  panic spred to  A r g o s : designs again st the de

m ocracy rvere suspected there ; and, tho Alcibiades him self had con

d u cted  the rem oval o f  the principal A rgians who favored oligarchy, 

•and placed them in secure custody, divided am ong the ilands under 

the Athenian dominion, yet now the Athenian people g a v e  up those, 

unfortunate men to be p u t to death b y  the dem ocratical party in 

Argos, as i f  connected’in plot with the friends o f  A lcibiades.

Alarm and tbe severities o f  an alarmed deSpot were still continuing  

to  extend, when one o f the most obnoxious o f  the imprisoned (T lm -  

cydides has avoided to name him, b u t we learn from his own extant  

oration, as w ell as from Plutarch’s account, th at it  was A n doeides) in  

conversation with one o f  bis fellow-prisoners on their present suffeiv  

in gs and farther danger, yielded to the argum eot th a t,'g u ilty  or n o t  

g u ilty , it were better to confess so m e th in g : ‘ T he popular m in d ,’ it 

was urged to Andoeides, ‘ would CTidently not otherwise be appeased;

\  arid a confession would not only he more likely, than perseverance in,

- * asserting- *
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* asserting innocence, to  pVocure his own safety, but w ould restore 

‘ quiet to the c ity ;  and tho some must be sacrificed, yet numbers 

‘ m ight so he saved from that mad vengeance, excited by fear, which  

‘ now threatened so indiserimkiately and unboundedly.’ ' Information, 

thus extorted by fhe pains o f  a prison and the fear o f death, against 

several persons as concerned in the mutilation o f'th e  Mercuries, was 

received arapiig the people with a childish jo y . The dark plot was 

supposed completely discovered; the informers were set at liberty, 

w ith  all whom they did not accuse ; o f  those whom they did accuse, 

th o  proof o f the facts alledged was utterly defective, yet none escaped 

capital condemnation : all who were in prison, or could be taken, suf

fered death inimediately, and public rewards were offered for k illin g  

those who fled from this democratical justice. ' ,

T o  carry the business thus far, little or no deliberation was thought Thucyd. r.6. 

necessary. T h e difficulty , was to bring w ithin reach o f the clemocrar 

lie a l da^get those o f  tlie accused who were with the army in Sicily  ; 

and especially Alciblades himself, now become supremely the object o f  

terror, as he had before been o f  favor ndth the people. His death, as 

Thucydides assures, was determ ined; but it  was feared to apprehend, 

ill the army, the favorite still o f  the army. I t  was farther feared lest 

the whole armament m ight be indangered b y an y tumult which should 

come to  the- knowlege o f  the enemy and ineourage attack ; and the 

defection o f  the Argian and Mantineian auxiliaries, whom the influence 

o f  Alcibiades had obtained for the service, was looked upon as a cer

tain consequence'of any severity against him. I t  was therefore re

solved to send heralds in the sacred trireme’ called'the Salaminian, not  

to arrest him or any other accused persons in the aimy, but simply^ in 

the name o f the people, to command their return to Athens.. Im m e

diate obedience Was paid to this order: Alcibiades followed the Sala

minian in bis own trireme. - In  the usual course o f  the antient n aviga

tion, making the Italian coast, they stepped at the friendly town o f  

T hulium , and there Alcibiades, and all the other accused, absconded 

together. The heralds and 'officers* o f  the Salaminian, having made

search and. inquiry for some time to no purpose, returned without their
**■ ■ • '

• ' prisoners >
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ptlsoners; and the A thenian people pronounced sentence o f  death 

against them, in w hat was called a deserted judgem ent

S E C T I O N  I V.

Feeble Conduct o f  N icias: Oppression o f  the Sicels. F irst Measures 
against Syracuse. Preparations on both Sides in W inter. Intrigues 
among the Sicilian Cities. Transactions o f  the W inter in Greece. 
Reception o f  Alcibiades at Sparta. Resolution to renew the War 
with Athens.

Thucyd, 1.6. T h e  soul o f  political intrigue and extensive enterprize bein g thus 

taken from the armament destined for the conquest o f  Sicily, it re

mained for N icias, with Lam achus, to  decide on measures. T h e  plans 

o f  Alcibiades were im m ediately abandoned ; probably indeed' nobody  

remained capable o f  prosecuting them  ; and, accordin g to the original 

proposal o f  N icias, not likely nor indeed intended to lead to  extensive  

conquest, it  was determined to co n d u ct the armament im m ediately to

ward E gesta a n d ' Selinus. In  proceeding westward, they in vain  

attempted negotiation with Himfera, the only G recian  c ity  on the  

northern coast o f  the island; b u t th ey succeeded in an assault upon 

H yccara, a Sicanian town, whose inhabitants they m ade their own 

property as slaves, and then gave the place to the Egestans. Little" 

zealous for the objects o f  his command, and thence apparently waver-' 

in g  about measures, N icia s v^ent w ith a small escort Only to Egesta, 

to demand the supplies pi'omised, or such supplies as the Egestan  

people were able to  furnish ; and'all he could obtain v.’as tliirty talents, 

between seven and eigh t thousand pounds sterling. .T h e  con clu din g  

measures o f  the cam pain do him no honol’ : the prisoners, already ac

quired, were distributed aboard the fleet, M'hich returned by the straits 

o f  Messena to its former station at Catana. T h e army marched for 

the same place b y-a h  inland road, through the country o f  the Sicels;

and
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and the unhappy barbaiians suffered for the false promises o f  the 

Egestans. They were seized^ in such numbers that, a market being 

opened for the sale o f  them at Catana, they produced a hundred and 

tw enty talents', about thirty thousand pounds sterling. The celebrated  

courtezan Lais is said to have been a Sicel girl, sold on this occasion Plut. vit. 

to a Corinthian merchant. A n  unsuccessful attem pt upon the Gelo'an 

H y b la  was the last operation o f the campain.

Perhaps some peevishness, in a command which he originally dis

liked, in the course o f  which he m et with little but disappointment, 

and w'hich nevertheless h e 'co u ld  not resign, cooperated with the ne

cessity o f  his situation, in dictating a measure, to  which the mild tem 

per o f  Nicias, and his generally scrupulous rea;ard for justice, would  

Otherwise have been averse ; tho, among the antients, even the philo

sophers, t6 drag barbarians, wherever met with, into slavery, was n o t  

com m only deemed a breach o f either justice or humanity. But ap

parently N icias found him self compelled to follow the opinions^ and 

gratify the wishes, o f  others, in still prosecuting the scheme o f  con

quest. M oney was absolutely necessary: the expectations o f the  

Athenian people had met with the disappointment at Egesta, which he 

had always foreseen and foretold ; and yet probably idared n otask to  

have it  made good by remittances from Athens.

I t  was however determined, now after a campain nearly wasted, to Thucyd. 1,6. 
carry war next against Syracuse; and with the beginning o f winter pre- 

paration was begun for the purpose. N otw ithstanding the vaunts o f  the 

clemocratical leaders there, tlie first certain news that the Athenian  

armament had crossed the Ionian gldph, excited alarm that went far 

to ju stify  tire advice o f  Lamachus. W ith  every d ay’s delay afterward, 

terror abated and confidence grew. But when, after the recall o f  A l-  

cibiades, the armament moved away to the farther corner o f Sicily, it  

began to be held even in contem pt and derision ; and when, on its re

turn, still no movement was made toward Syrracuse, the lower people, 

according to the manner o f  the mullitude, as Thucydides remarks, 

grow ing in boldness, demanded o f their chiefs to lead them to Catana.

T h e chiefs were wiser than pf) comply ; but the parties o f  horse, sent 

out to observe, would sometimes'approach the Athenian camp, give, ill 

V o L . I f .  . U  « - language,
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language, and ask, ‘ if, instead o f  restoring the Leon tines, the Athe- 

‘ nians intended to settle themselves in S ic ily ? ’

T h e Athenian army was so deficient in cavalry th at it  would hav'e 

been hazardous^ or however troublesome, to have marched through  

the open Country tOAvard Syracuse, in face o f  the Syracusan horse. 

T h e generals therefore proposed lo jrrofit from the present temper o f the 

Syracusan people; wliich, in spite o f  any prudence in  ̂ their leaders, 

would be likely to lead them to indiscretion. A s in m ost o f  the Sicilian 

towns in the Syracusan interest, there was an Athenian party; so in C a -  

tana there was still a  Syracusan parly. A  Catanian w as'gained, who 

had usually communicated witli Syracuse. Through him the Syracu

sans were told, th at the Athenian cam p was n egligen tly g u a rd e d ; that 

njauy, both officers and private soldiers, com m only slept in the town ; 

that, i f  the Syracusans would attack  with their whole force at d a y

break, their friends in C atana would rise, and they could not fail o f  

success. A  day was appointed for the attempt, Avliicir was accordingly  

made. N icia s and Lamaqhus, meanwhile, accu rately informed o f  

every circumstance, im barking in the n igh t all their G recian forces, 

with some auxiliary Sicels, sailed for Syracuse; and, debarking totally  

unopposed, they seized a situation, opportune for operation against the  

city, and for com m unication with their fleet, and at the same time 

secure against the Syracusan h o rse; on one side defended by walls-, 

houses, trees, and a pool o f  w afer; on the other b y  precipices: 

felled trees, arranged from the camp to the sea and to the village  

o f Dascon, g a ve  security to the naval station; works were hastily  

thrown up where the ground rvas less strong by nature or accident, 

and the bridge over the Anapus rvas broken.

T h e first intelligence o f this movement filled the Syracusans with  

surprize and, alarm. T h e y  hastily returned to Syracuse, looked at the  

Athenian camp, and finding it too strong to be attacked, incamped  

themselves for the night. N e x t  morning, the generals little experi

enced, and the people little practised in m ilitary discipline, all ima

gined that to assault, not to be assaulted; would be theirs, and many 

went into the town, which vvas near. Aleanwhije the A thenian'gene

rals, having ground now before them on which the enem y’s horse would 

l a  , ' not
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not be formidable, drew out o f their camp in order of battle. The Sy
racusans, then also hastily formed; ,and, however deficient in dis
cipline and skill, Thucydides bears them testimony that they were not 
deficient in courage or in patriotic zeal. A  sharp action insued : but 
a thunderstorm, with heavy rain, alarmed and disturbed the more inex
perienced soldiers, and the Syjacu^n infantry at length, everywhere 
gave way. Their horse, however, tho unable to. take any considerable 
part in the battle, protected their flight, so that little e.xecution was 
done in pursuit, and they retired within-the city-walls.

This expedition appears to have been in itself very ably conducted 
by the Athenian generals but it was little connected with any exten
sive plan of operation. On the morrow after the battle, having, in Thucyd. 1.6. 
consequence of the usual application from the vanquished, restored the 
enemy’s dead, to the number of only two hundred and sixty, they 
reimbarked the whole of their forces, and returned to Catana. This 
flash o f victory, however, had its advantageous consequences. I t  re
stored the sullied reputation o f the Athenian -arms, confirmed the al
lies, and opened means for farther negotfation within S ic ily : it as
sisted moreover to save, i f  nqt to gain credit at home, and tended to 
prepare the AtheniaU people for receiving more favoraWy any applica
tion for supplies and reinforcement. The want o f Cavalry had been 
experienced as the great deficiency of the armartient. It was therefore , 
determined to collect, during the winter, the greatest force of horse- 
that could by ariy means be obtained within the iland, and also to ap
ply for a body from home. A  large supply o f money was moreover 
indispensable; and it behooved the generals to exert themselves, in soli
citation among allies', in rapine against enemies, that they might spare 
the Athenian treasury; upon which, nevertheless, some demand was- 
unavoidable. The siege o f Syracuse was resolved upon for the first 
object o f  the insuing campaln. Jor the interval, the fleet was laid upi 
and the army disposed in quarters, at Naxus and Catana;

Meanwhile among the Syracusans, tho much uneasiness arose from 
the late event, which so disappointed the opinion fondly entertained.of 
their superiority to the Athenians, yet the misfortune was not without 
salutary consequences'. The depression o f the public mmd imposed
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silence upon faction, repressed forward ignorance, and gave scope for 
abilities and patriotism.to come forward. The general assembly met, 
and the people listened with anxious attention, while Hermocrates son 
o f Hermon spoke. ‘ Their late defeat,’ he said, ‘ was no cause for de-
* jection such as he saw prevailing. Meer people, as they compara- 
‘ lively were, and not formed soldiers, it was much for them to have 
‘ shown themselves so nearly equal to select troops, o f the first reputp- 
‘ tlon in Greece. Besides, the very circumstances o f the action
* pointed out the means of future success. It was not in strength, but

in order and discipline j not in bravery, but in system o f command
* and subordination, that they were inferior. The alteration necessary 
‘ was obvious; the chief commanders should be few, but they should 
‘ be experienced; they should be trustworthy, and th e y  should be 
‘ trusted. The winter should then be diligently employed in improv- 
‘ ing discipline: the force oT heavy-armed should be increased, by 
‘ giving arms at the public expence to the poor but able-bodied 
‘ citizens. Courage and confidence,’ he continued,, ‘ wil l  o f course 
‘ revive, with improved system, improved skill, and increased force; 
‘  and in spring, 1 doubt not but we may meet the enemy upon equal 
‘ terms.’ '

I t  were indeed difficult to imagine anything more inconvenient, qr 
more adverse to effectual exertion, than the system o f military com
mand which democratical jealousy, inforced by frequent sedition, had 
established at Syracuse. The supreme military authority was divided 
among no less than fifteen officers; and even this numerous board, 
i f  the term, may' be allowed, was, upon all momentous occasions, 
to take its orders from the people. But the present alarm, and the 
pressure o f evident necessity, gave force to the advice o f Hermocrates. 
The command in chief was committed to Hermocrates himself, with 
only two collegues, and they were vested with discretionary powers. 
Measures equally vigorous and judicious immediately followed. The 
great object, for a town expecting a siege, -was to  obviate contraval- 

Tbucyd. 1.6. lation, On the side therefore of the quarters called Temenites, and 
Epipoljc, the new generals extended the fortifications o f the city ; and 
they occupied with garrisons two critical posts in the neighbourhood,;

the

    
 



Se c t . IV . , M E A S U R E S  O F  T H E  S Y R A C U S A N S .  S33

the precinct of the temple o f Olympietum, to the southward of the 
city on the farther bank o f the river Anapus, an^ a fort named Me- 
gara. Having^ thus provided for immediate security, they extended 
their views. A  watchful eye was kept upon the negotiations o f the 
Athenians among the Sicilian states; and, information being received 
that the whole Athenian armament was assembled, for the remainder 
o f the winter, at Naxus,  ̂ an expedition was made, apparently more 
with a view to revive the drooping spirits o f the people, than with the 
expectation of any other important advantage, to destroy the huts, 
which the Athenians had left standing, on the ground they had quitted 
near Catana. .. .

Among the cities in alliance with Syracuse, the fidelity o f Camarina, 
not the least powerful among them, wasthe most doubted. Tho accoun ted 
a Dorian people, the .Camarinaeans had been from o f old adverse; they Ttucy .̂ 1,6. 
were the only, Sicilian Dorians who had constantly refused to put , 
themselves under the degrading and oppressive protection o f the Syra
cusan commonwealth. To strengthen themselves in independency, 
while Laches coinmaiKled the Athenian forces in Sicily, they had 
ingaged in alliance with Athens; but by the general peace -among 
the Sicilian cities, which Hermocrates had procured, without re
nouncing the Athenian alliance, they became allies also o f Syracuse.
When the armament under Nicias arrived in Sicily, the Syracusan 
government required assistance from Camarina; and, the dilatory con
duct o f the Athenian generals bringing their force into contempt, the 
Camarinreans, fearful o f the resentment o f a powerful neighbor, sent 
a body o f .auxiliary horse. The late demonstration o f the superiority 
of the Athenian arms, would be, likely to make a change in sentiment 
at Camarina, not' favorable to the Syracusan interest; and it  Avas 
known that the Athenian generals were carrying on negotiation there.
To counterwork this, and win the Camarin?eans to the Syracusan 
cause, Hermocrates thought important enough to require that fie 
should gh himself at the head of an embassy to Camarina.
■ As far as the connection with Athens only was to be dissuaded, the 

business undertaken by Hermocrates was easy. The notorious con
duct, and even the avowed principles o f the Athenian government,

. w ere
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were such as could not but give alarm, wherever the Athenian power 
could be extended. Being admitted to audience by the Camarinteari 

Thucyd. 1.6. people, Hermocrates justly .urged, ‘ that the restoration o f  the Le- 
ontines, which the Athenians held out as their object in the invasion 

‘ o f Sicily, was a shallow pretence. The Leontines indeed were 
‘ lonians, kinsmen o f the Athenians; but what were the Euboic Chal- 
‘ cidians, the very people from whom the Leontines derived their im- 
‘ mediate origin ? Equally kinsmen pf the Athenians, they were held 
‘ in strict subjection, and denied the use o f arms *. Protection to the''
‘ seraibarbarian Egestans could, still less than the restoration of the 
‘ Leontines, be th6 real mptive for sending so expensive an armament. 
‘ so far. It was in shqrt not dubious that the subjugation equally of 
‘ all the Sicilians was the object o f Athenian ambition.’ So far the 
arguments o f Hermocrates were unanswerable. But M'hen he was to 
justify the past coilduct o f Syracuse, and persuade the Camarina;ans to 
assist the Syracusan cause, whatever fear the power o f Athens might 
excite, the consideration o f the nearer and more obvious danger pre
ponderated, o f servitude to a people o f their own iland,. their fellow- 
colonists; a servitude likely to be more severe, and certainly piore 
grating. A ll therefore that could be obtained, by solicitation or re
monstrance, urged with all the ability, and supported by the respect
able character, o f Hermocrates^ was a declaration, ‘ that, being ingaged 
‘ in alliance with, both Athens and Syracuse, the Camarin'aeans could 
‘ take no part, consistently with their oaths, but that o f  an exact 
‘ neutrality.’ .

While the Syracusan leaders were thus sedulous, tho not always suc
cessful, in negotiation within Sicily, they directed their attention also 
to those states in Greece itself, in which they might reasonably expect r 
a disposition friendly to. themselves, and \vere sure o f  a disposition hos
tile to Athens. An embassy was sent first to Corinth, the parent state 
o f Syracuse. There, a disposition was found, if not o f tlie purest kind
ness to Syracuse, yet o f the utmost readiness to oppose Athens. M i
nisters were appointed to accompany the Syracusan ministers to Lace- 
d$mon, and assist in rOuSing the usually sluggish counsels o f that 

 ̂ So Smith translates and I believe properly.
State.
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state. The ephors, and others o f prevailing power there, were free to 
incourage by words, and, willing even to assist by negotiation, but 
backward to give that more efficacious assistance which the necessi
ties of Syracuse were likely to jequire.

But an Aibcniari was' now become the most formidable foe to Athens.
• Alcibiades hach passed in a merchant-ship, from the Thurian territory 
to the Eleian port of Cyllene, whence he proceeded to Argos, where 
his interest, as we have seen, bad been powerful. The establishment 
o f his credit now with the democratical party there, would afford the 
fairest ground'for its restoration with tlie democtatical party in Athens; 
but the diligence o f his opponents disappointed him. They procured' 
a decree of the Athenian people for his banishment from Greece, and 
the mission o f ministers to Argos to demand his person. He had hi
therto hesitated to accept an invitation from Lacedajtnon. A  party 
there favored hi m; his connection by the claim of hereditary hospi
tality with the- republic, and his services to many individuals, when 
prisoners in Athens, Would recommend him. But he feared' the body 
o f the people, who might be apt, to recollect, with no friendly mind, 
the evils which had been suffered, and the greater evils apprehended 
and risked, from the war excited in Peloponnesus by his ambition, his 
talents, and his influence ; and he feared not less the prejudice, which 
could scarcely fail to be entertained against him, on account o f his- 
constant connection with the democratical, and opposition to the bli- 
garchal interest, in his own country. The leading men, however, in 
general, even those otherwise less well disposed tO him, aware that he 
was capable o f being no less a useful friend than.a pernicious enemy, 
were in the moipent willing to forget every objection to him. He' 
judged it unsafe to remain longer in Argos ; he Was therefore ready to' 
go wherever circumstances might afford any_prospect of advantage; 
and, a safe-conduct being sent to him, he went to Sparta.

On his arrival be found a general disposition in his favor, rather 
■ such as he mig|it have wished, th^n such as could reasonably be ex
pected. The senate assembled, and, the people being summoned to- 
give him audience, all listened with anxious attetitioa, while lie com-
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Thucyd. 1.6. murixcated information and advice. The views o f conquest’ enter- 
‘ tained at Athens,’ he said ‘ were extensive. I t  was proposed first to 
‘ reduce all Sicily ; then the.Grecian possessions in Italy. With the,
‘ inexhaustible supply o f ship-timber \vhich Italy afforded, it was in- 
‘ tended so to' increase the fleet, that the conquest o f Carthage might 
‘ be undertaken. Spain and all the western shores o f  the Mediter- 
‘ ranean would then be open-; whence mercenary troops might be ob- 
‘ tained, in any numbers, and the best o f their kind. These would 

be employed against Peloponnesus by land, while the fleet should 
‘ blockade it by sea; and thus it was proposed to complete the subju-. 
‘ gation o f Greece. The conquered countries, it was expected, each
* as it was i-educed, would furnish supplies for farther conquest, xvith- 
‘ out burthening Athens.,

‘ And however wild and visionary,’ continued Alcibiades, 'these 
‘ vast projects may on first view appear, I, who have long meditated
* upon them, w'ho know the resources o f Athens, who have seen the 
‘ deficiencies o f  the ill-constituted and unconnected commonwealths 
‘ against which its arms are now directed, am confident that success 
‘ is not impossible. The Sicilian Greeks have little military discipline 
‘ or skill. Syracuse, having already suffered a defeat by land, will
* presently be blockaded by land and sea; and, unassisted, must un- 
‘ avoidably fall, Sicily may then ,be considered as conquered, and 
‘ Italy wilt not hold long. Thus not Sicily only, but Peloponnesus 
' itself, is deeply interested in the event.’

Having by this representation sufficiently alarmed the Lacedemo
nians, lie proceeded to inform them how the threatened danger might 
be averted. ‘ A  fleet,’ he said, ‘ you have not, equal to oppose the 
‘  Athenian ; but troops may" be sent to Sicily, making them work their 
‘  own passage, in sufficient number to form, with the Sicilians, a com- 
‘ petent force o f regular heavy-armed. But, what I hold o f  more im-~ 
‘ portance than any troops you can send, let a Spartan general go  to
* S ic ily ; who may establish discipline among tire Sicilians already 
‘ firm in the cause, and whose authority may bring over, and hold
* united under one commandj those not disposed to obey the Syracu-

'sans,
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‘ sans. Thus, more than by any other measure, your decided friends
* will be ineouraged, and those dubiously affected will be confirmed in 
‘ your interest.

‘ But it will be neceffary,. for the incouragement of the Syracusans
* and the distraction of the Athenians, .without reserve to begin hosti- 
‘ lities in Greece; Nothing can be so efficacious, and nothing the 
‘^Athenians so piuch dread, as yoUr occupying and fortifying a post
* within A ttica; and for this purpose the town' o f Deceleia is” to be 
‘ preferred. Thus their country will no longer be theirs but yours;

. ‘ no revenue will accrue to them from it ;  even that from the silver- 
‘ mines of Laurelum may be stopped: but, Avhat is still more.im- 
‘ portant, nothing will equally superinduce the revolt of those distant 

possessions, whence their principal revenue is derived, as the know- 
‘ lege that they are pressed at home.’

After having thus indicated and advised whatever v/ould most con
tribute to his country’s downfall, Alcibiades, thought, for his cha
racter’s sake, however persecuted by that country, some apology ne
cessary for such conduct. ‘ I  hold that,’, he said, ‘ no longer my Thucyd. 1,6. 
‘ country, which is governed by a set o f men who have so injuriously
* driven me from it. N or ought I to be considered as persuading war 
‘ against my country; but rather as endevoring to restore m yself to 
.* the country w'hich w ^  once mine, and to restore that country, to its
‘ due government within itself, and its just situation among the G re -.
‘ cian republics. I  account him a true patriot, not who, being un-
* justly expelled, rests in banishment, but who, still animated by love
* o f his country, does his utmost to restore himself. Upon you, Lace- 
‘ dcemonians, I depend for the greatest benefits, to my country not less 
‘ than to myself. You may trust me therefore that there is no clanger,
‘ no hardship,  ̂which I am not ready to undergo in your service, and

that I  shall have ever^ satisfaction in cooperating with you, to pull 
‘ down the tyrannical power, now usurped by Athens, and restoring 
‘ Greece to that happy situation, in which you, by common consent, 

and not by violence, presided over it.’
The eloquence of Alcibiades, his advice, but still more the expecta- Thucyd. 1 .6 

tion o f  advantage from the important information which he w'as. un- 
V o L , l I .  X  questionabb
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questidnably able to  g ive  con cern in g every cir;;unistance o f  Athenian  

affairs^ decided tlie Lacedaemonians/ and it  was resolved to  assist Syra«‘ 

cuse, and to renew ̂ he war w ith A thens.

S E  C  Y  I O N  V .

c. 93 
Ch. 13. S . 5. 
of this Hiil.

Measures o f  the Peloponnesians to relie*oe Syracuse. Measures o f  the 
Athenian , Armament in S icily: Peinfor cement to the Athenian 
Armament in Sicily: Siege i f  Syracuse: Capitulation propofed:. 
Arrival o f  Gylippus and Pythen to the R e lie f o f  Syracuse. Officials 
Letter o f  N icias to the Athenian People.

T he resolution for war being taken at Lacedaemon, the business o f  
Sicily required the first attention. .To command the force to be em- 

3 tmcyct 1.6. ployed there, Gylippus was appointed, son o f Cleattdridas, who had 
been banished, when tutor to the young king Pleistoanax, for miscon
duct in a former war wjth Athens, and on suspicion o f  taking bribes 
from Pericles. Gylippus was directed ta  consult, with the leading men 
o f Corinth and Syracuse, about the readiest and best means for trans
porting troops to Sicily ; but those troops were ta b e  collected as they 
might among the allied states, LacedcemOn furnishing none. A  man, 
however, more qualified than Gylippus, for the business committed to 
him, could hardly have been selected; and, sparing as Lacediemon was 
o f  troops and treasure, the authority and influence with which he was 
largely vested, were, as we find by their effects, o f  extraordinary poAver. 
Ordering tw o Corinthian triremes to attend him immediately at Asine, 
he urged the diligent preparation o f  the rest o f  the force to be ehi  ̂
ployed under his command.

B. C. 414. The resolution taken, for renewing war with Athens, m ight give to 
p'w 'is^' expect some restored vigor in the Lacedsemonian councils; but the 
Thucyd.1.5. first operations, o f the Lacedremonian arms indicated none; In spring 

the force o f Laconia was assembled, and marched against the Argian 
territory. ,On its arrival, at Cleonge, an earthquake, a common cir
cumstance in most parts o f Greece, and .especially in Laconia, with- 

1 1  out
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Out doing any considerable 'mischief, threw all into consternation: 
superstition saw in it the anger of the gods deiclared; the army imme
diately retreated, and the expedition was given up. Such conduct in- 
couraged and invited the Argiahs to revenge. Entering the Lacedee- 
moniaH territory o f  Thyreatis, they collected plunder that sold for 
twenty-five talents, about six thousand podnds sterling ,• which was* 
esteemed a large booty, û ell rewarding the enterprize.

A  conspiracy, which about tbe same time broke outdn the little ftiucyd. 1.̂ . 
city o f Thespiae in Boeotia, requires mention, as it tends to illustrate 
the state o f Greece. The democratical party rose against their oli- 

, '  garchal magistrates ; tlm Athenians marched a body of troops to sup
port them. The insurgents were nevertheless overpowered j some were 
apprehended (what they suffered we are not informed) and the rest fled 
to Athens.

During winter, the Athenian generals in Sicily had not neglected 
such measures for promoting their business, as the season would per-* 
mit. Soon after disposing their troops in quarters they marched with c. 
their M’hole force to Messena, in hope o f gaining that city, through 
intelligence long maintained with a party there: ^ u t AlcibiadeS, who, 
before his flight*’ had been privy to the iiegotiatiqi^' gave warning o f 
the danger. The Athenian armamaat tlierefore, after sujSermg in a 

• winter camp for thirteen days, was obliged to return, without effecting 
anything but the destruction o f  some o f the principal Messenians o f 
their own party, who were seized by their opponents, condemned as 
traitors, and executed.

Some negotiations among the'Sicel tribes had a more fortunate iffue. c. sŝ  
Those o f the plains, indeed, habituated to subjection under the Syra- ' 
cusan government, and ready objects o f  Syracusan resentment, could 
few o f  them be persuaded to revolt: but the midland mountaineers, 
who had always preserved independencyi and considered the Syra
cusans as their natural enemies, were predisposed to the- Athenian 
cause. Most o f them readily furnished provisions, and some even, paid 
contributions in money. A  small force brought to terms a few who 
were found adverse, and -relieved some others, more favorably in-

X X dined, ,
    

 



340 H I  S T O R Y - .  O F  G R E E C E .  Chap. X V III . 

clinefl, from the restraint in which they had been held by Syracusan
garrisons.

B. C. 414. 
P. W. 18.
Thucyd* 1. 6, 
C* p-ii.

Tlmcyd. 1.6. Toward the approach o f spring the whole Athenian armament moved 
from Naxus to Catana, to be nearer its principal object; and nego
tiation was extended as far as Tuscany and Carthage. Overtures bad 
been received from Tuscany, y e t  the result seems to 'have been little 
important, and it does not appear that the negotiation with Carthage 
produced anything; The generals Iiowever succeeded in collecting, 
■ within Sitily, horses for a body o f cavalry. Iron, bricks, and other 
materials, necelTary for the proposed contravallation, w'ere prepared, and 
every disposition was made for undertaking the siege o f Syracuse.

' Early in spring the army marched. -The lands o f Megara, which; 
since the depopulation o f the city by Gelon, had been Syracusan pix»- 
perty, were ravaged. An attempt upon a fort held by a Syracusan 
garrison fiiiled; but the vale of the river Tereas was plundered un
opposed, the standing corn burnt, and, a small body o f Syracusans in-' 
•^rfering to clieck the ravage, some were killed, the rest fled. For this 
Ijttle success a trophy was erected, and the army returned- to Catana.. 
After a short timb % r refreshment, the generals moved again, gained 
the Sicel toWn o f  Cehtoripa by capitulation, and burnt the corn o f the 
adverse Sicel tribes o f Ines.sa and Hybla. Returning then to Catana, 
they found the supplies aud reinforGements from Athens arrived. For ■ 
the passion o f  the Athenian people for conquest in Sicily had not 

•abated the application o f the generals had met with favor far beyond 
their expectation; and all their requests were granted without demur. 
ISTo addition o f infantry had been desired there were- sent two hun
dred and fifty horse-soldiers, ivith complete accoutrements,.but without 
horses; three hundred talents in siRer, amounting to about seventy- 
five thousand pounds sterling; and stores o f all necessary kinds in,, 
abundance.

Tlie generals resolved tl»n iraniediately to lay siege to  Syracuse. 
Nature, art, and a numerous population concurred: to make Syracuse- 
strong-; and to reduce a place, o f but moderate, strength, we have seen, 
in the art o f  attack o f that age, a contravallation always was necessary.

' -Here-

    
 



Seot.V. . O P E R A T I O N S  I N  S I C I L Y .  S4i
Here two difficulties opposed ; the extent of the town, and the form . 
o f a hill, over the skirt o f which a suburb extended. The hill, sloping 
toward the town, was precipitous toward the country ’; and the suburb, 
from its situation, overlookhig the town, w’as called Epipol®’ . The 
Syracusan generals were apprized o f the intention o f the enemy ; they 
were not uninformed of the usual mode o f conducting sieges; and they 
were aware how important it would be to occupy the hilt o f  Epipolm.’
But they were new in command ; discipline remained yet to be esta
blished among their troops ; and, till, danger became pressing, notwith
standing the vote conferring on them discretionary power, the attempt 
would be hazardous to inforce discipline among those who, by a simple 
vote* might take away the power they had given. N ot therefore till 
it was known that the Athenians- had collected a considerable body o f 
cavalry, and were already prepared to march for Syracuse, Hermocrates 
and his collegues venturerl to take measures for appointing guards and 
distributtng duty. A t daybreak they let! all the Syracusan citizens, 
within the age for service  ̂ into a meadow on the bank o f the Auapus.
After a review of arms, they appointed a select body o f seven hundred 
men to.be stationed in Epipolse, as a kind o f picket-guard to give as
sistance wherever dang-er might press, but to be particularly a protec
tion for that very important post. An Andrian refugee, named Dio- 
milus, versed, as a'subject o f Athens, in the Athenian discipline, was 
appointed to the command o f the body selected for so critical a service; 
a circumstance strongly indicating how conscious the Syracusan gene
rals were o f the inferior skill and experience o f their own officers.

On the very night preceding these measures o f the Syracusans, the rimcyd. I.(k 
A thenian generals, imbarking their whole army, had passed, undisco- 
vered, to a place near Syracuse, called Leon, where a body o f infarrtry 
was hastily debarked, which proceeded immediately to Epipolse, less 
than a mile distant, and by a pass called Euryelus, mounted the hill 
unopposed. Information o f this surprize being next morning car
ried to the Syracusans, occupied,in the meadow o f the Anapus at the 
distance of three miles, excited great consternation. Courage however 
did not fail them. With much zeal, but much disorder, all hastened ta  

r Nearly sytionym.ou* with the English name OvEK.lox.
repel
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repel the invaders* A  fierce conflict insued: but tumultuous valor was 
little efficacious against steddy discipline. The Syracusans were com
pelled to retreat, with the loss o f three hundred heavy-armed, among 
whom fell Dioiiiilus, the newly appointed commander o f the select 
band. The near refuge o f their walls prevented greater slaughter.

N ext morning the Athenians drew-out into the plain to offer battle : 
but the temper o f  the Syracusan .people, chastised by the event o f the 
preceding day, no longer disposed them to put violence upon the pru
dence o f their generals, and they did'not stir. The Athenians, return7 
ing to Epipolse, applied themselves to construct a fort a t Labdalum,; 
among the highest precipices, as a citidel, in which to deposit their 

Thucyd. 1.6. military chest and other valuables” . While thus employed they were 
joined by three, hundred Egestans, and one hundred Naxian and 
Sicel cavalry j  and, tha Athenian troopers being mounted, the cavalry 
o f  the army all together, exclusive o f  the horse-bowmen, were now six 
hundred and fifty. The fort being quickly'completed,, the "army de
scended into the plain, and the work o f cohtravallation was imme
diately begun.

Syracuse was built between two inlets o f  the sea, called the great 
port, and the Trogiiian port; and it nearly inclosed a third, called'the 
little, or the Ortygjan port, which was separated from the great port 
only by the little Hand of Ortygia, the site o f the original city. On 

-ihe inland side o f the town rose the hill o f Epipolm” . I t  was the
business

Te“{ Te S i i o o t o *  T«iif aJTO-

“  The site of Syracuse is thus described 
by a modern traveller : ‘ The antient city
* of Syracuse was o f a triangular form, and 
 ̂ consisted of five parts or towns; Ortygia,

* or the iland; Achradina, that faced the  ̂
‘ sea; Tyehe, joined to Achradina on the 
‘ east; Neapolis, which lay along the side
* of the great port; and, at the western
* extremity; Epipolse. Some lofty rocks, 
‘ crowned with ramparts, formed a strong

defence all around, except*in Neapolis,
* where the walls crossed the low-grounds.

‘ The circuit, according to Strabo, amounted 
‘ to a hundred and eighty stadia, twenty-two 
‘ English miles and a half; an account f  
‘ once suspected of exaggeration; but, after 
‘ spending two days in tracing the ruins, 
‘ and making reasonable ^allowances for in- 
f  croachments o f the sea, I  was convinced 

, ‘ of the exactness o f the measurement.’ 
Swinburne’s Travels in the Two Sicilies, 
p. 327, V. 2. '

It  will be observed tliat this writer speaks 
o f Sy racuse when it had acquired its greatest 
extent, some time after the age o f the Pelo- 
poanesiaa war.'' Ills account of th« exten

sive
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l)usiness o f tlte Athenians Id carrytheir works oF contravallation from 
Epipolaj lo the sea on each side; to the Trogilian port on the north, to 
the great port on the south. They began on the northern side, and 
through their superior practice and skill, every possible preparation 
having beeii made during winter, tire business advanced so rapidly as 
to astonish not less than i t  alarmed the Syracusans. A t a loss for mea
sures to oppose to it, their generals resolved to venture a battle, rather 
than quietly permit the'prosecution o f works, which threatened, in. 
their completion, the inevitable capture o f the city. They accordingly 
led out their forces; but, in approaching the enemy, their order 
became deranged, and deficient discipline among the troops baffled 
their endevors to restore it, They had the prudence immediately 
to command hasty retreat, atid were fortunate enough, under tlie- 
protection o f their horse, to get within their walls again with little 
loss. '

This eheck was salutary to  the Syracusans, as it tended to repress 
that intemperate ardor, which very inconveniently interfered with the 
authority o f the gener a l s and the genius o f Hermocrates soon led him 
to the measures most proper in the existing circumstances. The Athe
nian works would be effectdal only if  the contravallation were com
pleted. They were yet confined to the northern side o f the town : on , 
the southern side therefore, between Epipol® and the great port. Her- Thucyd.-!.^* 

mocrates carried out a work from the town-wall, cutting the proposed 
line o f the enemy’s contravallation. He-expected that his work would 

■ be interrupted, and perhaps destroyed; but even thus he foresaw con- - 
siderable advantage from it. I f  the enemy assailed it with the whole

«ive circle of prpspeet from the summit of 
Euryelus may deserve notice here:

* Toward the north,’ he says, ‘ the eye 
‘ wanders over., vast plains along ^Itne of 
‘ coast, to the foot of Etna, whose mighty
* cone shuts up the horizon with unspeak- 

able majesty. The mountains of Italy rise
' like clouds, on each side of it. Southward
* the city of Syracuse, now reduced to its
* original spot, Ortygia, once an Hand, but
* now a peninsula, still containing eighteen

thousand inhabitants, Seems to. float on 
the bosom of the waters, guarding the en
trance, of its noble harbour. The Piem - 
myrian peninsula locks it  on the opposite 
shore, beyond which an expaiise of sea is 
seen, stretching away to Cape Passaro, 
The bills o f Noto bound the view .to the 
southward, and the. foreground is every 
where an expanse of rich level plains, 
thickly planted, and watered by the wind
ing stream of the Anapas,’ . p. 336.

of
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o f tlieir forces, he-AVould retiVe, and he had his end in the” interruption 
o f tlicir works ; i f  with a part, he Avoiild oppose with his >\'hole force, 
and so would probably be superior. The Athenian generals however

Tliucyd. 1.6,. knew tlieir business’̂  they pertnitted him to complete his work without
c. 100. diistuvbance: a guard, was placed in it, and the rest o f  the forces with

drew into the city. ThO circumstances had occurred powerfully to 
repress forward rashness among the Syracusans, yet Hermocrates had, 
not yet been able to establish due subordination among those who, 
having chosen him their commander, retained nevertheless, by the 
constitution o f Syracuse, legal power still to command him. The 
itthenians, from the heights o f Ejripolie, observed the disorderly neg-, 
ligence o f the Syracusan guard ; and, in the heat o f  mid-day, when 
part were strayed into the .city, and the rest mostly reposing in their 
huts, a' chosen detachment, supported by a strong body, assaidted the 
fort, while the rest o f the army distracted the enemy’s attention by a 
false attack'in another quarter. The guard o f the fort immediately 
fled. The Athenians and Argians pursuing, entered that quarter o f 
Syracuse called Temenites. They hvere however quickly overpowered, 
and compelled to retire out o f the city wi t h some loss; but they 
demolished the counterwork, carried otf maviy of the piles, and, -in 
claim .of victory, erected their trophy.

ci 101, On' the next morning they began the- contravallation on the
southern side, from Epipol® toward the great port.' The Syracusans, 
urged by theff Cv^idently growing clanger, notwithstanding their late 
ill success,.began a fresh counterwork, across a marsh lying between 
the town arid the river Anapus, and nearer the sea than their former 
work. The Athenian generals, upon this, ordered their fleet from 
Thapsus, where it had .hitherto lain, into the great harbour. Nicias 
was at this time confined by ilness. Under the command o f Laina- 
chus, therefore, the Athenian forces issued at daybreak, from Epipolte, 
ami making their way across the soft ground of the inaisb upon planks, 
stormed the, new tvork o f the Syracusans, and routed the forces which 
came out o f the town for its protection. The right of'those forces 
easily reached the town again ; but the left made for a bridge over the ' 
Anapus. The Athenians eiidevored to intercept, them ; but the

Syracusan
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^^racusan horse, o f  which the greater part was in that wing, facing ahont 
mnexpectedfy, charged the more advanced o f the Athenian troops, re- 
jpulsed them, -and spred confusion through their right wing, Lamachus, 
who was in the left, hastening vvith a small body o f boAvmen, to 

. restore order in the right, and imprudently passing a deep ditcli, by 
which ready assistance was prevented, he was overpowered and killed, 
with five or six o f those about him. The Athenian left, however, 
advancing, the Syracusans retreated again hastily, but carried off with 
them the body of the, Athenian general, and crossing the river, were 
there securq. The momentary success of their comrades,, meanwlnle, Thiicyd.1, 6. 
incouraging the Syracusans who had fled into the city, their leaders/^' 
conceived the bold idea o f assaulting Epipolas, which they rightly 
judged would, upon the present occasion, be left with a small guard- 
Accordingly they took and demolished an outwork, and might have 
taken the whole, so weak was it left, but for the orders,-judiciously 
given by Nicias, to the numerous slaves atteneling the. army, to set fire 
to  the wood, not sparing tire machines, which lay before the wall. A  
iam e was thus quickly raised, which checked tlie assailants; and, tire 
Athenian army hastening to the relief o f their principal post, while, 
their fleet was seen entering the great harbour, the Syracusans retreated 
>vithin their walls- ..

A ll hope o f intercepting the contravallation, or by any means pre- c, les. 
Venting its completion, was now given up by the besiqged; and despon
dency, and its consequence, discord, began to gain among them. This 
became quickly known among the neighboring states; and a general 
disposition to abandon the Syracusans, and to fear and flatter the 
Athenians, followed. This temper spred as far as the Italian cities : 
apprehension's arose tliat tlieir refusal to furnish a market might draw 
on them the-vengeance. o f  the conquering common\yealth; and sup
plies flowed to the Athenian armament from all quarters. Those o f  the 
Sicel tribes also, who had before superciliously rejected invitation from 
the Athenians, now solicited tlieir alliance ; and from Tuscany three 
penteconters joined the fleet.

Meanwhile the Syracusan multitude, impotent against their enemies, 
vented their discontent against their generals, and Hermocrates and 

V o n . II. Y  y  his
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liis collegues were removed from their office. One o f them, however, 
Heracleides (unless it was another person o f the same name) was re
stored, and Eucles and Tehias were assdciated with him in the com
mand. A t  the same time suspicion o f treachery between party and 
party, the universal bane o f the Grecian commonwealths, especially in 
adverse circumstances, gained ground. I lie  lower people were far 
from being,eqtially apprehensive‘ with their superiors, o f  the conse
quences o f yielding to the Athenians •, capitulation became the subject 
o f frequent debate in tile general assembly, and even messages passed 
to Nicias OTithe subject: but the terms proposed were not such as that 
cautious servant o f  the Athenian people could suppose would satisfy; 
his greedy masters. Thus nearly however was a great point, and per
haps the most irnpovtant, carried toward realizing the magnificent v i
sions o f the ambition of Alcibiades ; and so near was N icias to  gaining, 
almost against bis v/ill, the glory o f  conqueror pf ^Syracuse and o f 
Sicily, and-adding to the dominion o f  Athens the greatest.acquisition 
ever yet made by Grecian arms. '

Gylippus was arrived, at Leucas with only two Eacedtemonian and 
two Corinthian ships, the rest o f the squadron to be furnished by Co
rinth ^being ndt yet ready, When intelligence reached him of the ill 
situation o f Syracuse ; so exaggerated, that he gave up Sicily for lost, 
and thought he should do much i f  he could save the Italian states to 
the Peloponnesian confederacy. T o  this object therefore be deter
mined to direct his efforts. Taking Pythen, the Corinthian admiral, 
with him in his small squadron, he "went first to T aren tu iiiw here, as a  
Lacedsemonian colony, he Was well received. He had some hope o f  
gaining Thurium, .through family interest there; his father, Clean- 
dridas, having passed his exile at that place, w'herehe was admitted 
to the rights o f citizenship. . Means were thus open for attempting ne- ' 
gotiation ; but the Athenian interest, supported by the present reputa
tion of the Athenian arms, was not to  be overborne, and he could ob
tain jiothing. In proceeding along tlie coas^ to try negotiation with 
other towns, a violent storm interrupted his course, and, narrowly 
escaping shipwreck, he returned to Tarentum.

Some days were necessary for refitting his shattered galleys, and then 
4 he
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•lie proceedecl with Pytliea to Locri, from whose people, through local 
anterest'always adverse to the Athenians, they found a favorable recep
tion. There they gained the first authentic intelligence o f the reiil 
state of things at Syracuse. They learnt that, tho the circumvallatioii 
<was really extended from EpipoUe to the sea on each side, and so far 
•completed that any attempt upon it, without a very superior, force, 
would be rash, yet over the crags -themselves of Epipote it might 
he possible to introduce troops into the cit}'-. Learning farther that 
the strait o f Messena was unguarded, they proceeded by sea, along the 
northern coast o f Sicily, to Him eia; and with the people of'that place 
th ey succeeded. Gylippus then immediately determined to lay up his 
triremes an the pott o f Himera, and march across the country to Syra
cuse, with such force as he could collect. He ingaged the Huiierseans 
to  send with him a thousand, foot, heavy and light, and a hundred 
horse ; and obtaining from them regular armour for those o f his crews 
who were unprovided, he thus made, his Peloponnesian heavy-armed 

-seven hundred. He depended upon zealous assistance from the Seli- 
muntines, in whose cause the Syracusans had drawn on themselves the 
arras o f Athens; he had promises from G ela; and an opening oifered 
for negotiation with some of the Sicels, through the reefent death of a  
.chief named Archonidas, whose influence principally had l̂ecidied them 
to the Athenian interest. In ail these negotiations the very name of 
Laced^mon, as Thucydides assures us, powerfully ’ seconded the ac
tiv ity  and-abilities o f Gylippus. The Selinuntines indeed, who beyond 
others pwed zeal to the cause, deceived his just expectation, sending* only 
a small body of light-armed: the Geloans also sent only a small body, 
but it was cavalry ; the Sicels Joined Ijim with a thousand men. Hi? 
force all together, with attending slaves, might be about five thousand.

During these transactions in Sicily, the squadron, assernbled at Leu- Thucyd. 1.7. 
cas, sailed for the Italian coast, leaving behind Gongylus, one o f  the 
Corinthian commanders, who happened not to be ready. This acci
dental circumstance had most important consequences. Gongylus, as 
soon as himself and his trireme were prepared, pushing across the gulf, 
without makiug the usual circuit o f the Italian shore, arrived on. the 
Sicilian coast before the squadron, and entered the harbour o f Syracuse ’

Y  Y a ■ unopposed.
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linojjposed. For Niciasj thinki»g success now assured, and holding in 
contempt the force which he heard was approaching, kept little watch ;* 
and tho he haef not disdained to send’four triremes to prevent the .pas- 

■ sage of Gylippus through the straitof Messena, yethe sentthem too late. 
Tlte arrival of Gongylus Avas' most critical. Summons had been issued 
for a. general' assembly to meet fhr the declared purpose of debating 
concerning terms of capitulation. IJhcertain hope, raised by the ar
rival'of the Corinthian admiral; gave strength to the party adverse to.* 
the surrender: the question of capitulation was postponed':-Gongylus 
Avas allowed to address the people; and the warm assurances lie gave of 
speedy and’effectual succour, hot from Corinth only, hut from Lace- 

' daemon (for the authority of the Eacedasmonî m name, says again TIiu— 
cydides, was of principal weight) wrought such aturn in'f he'popular 
mind, that the chiefs ventured' to propose to march out and meet Gy- 
lippus, whô  from communication whicii had pasised, w*as known to be 
approaching.;'

It  could not be without gross neglect in Nicias, that; with a force o f' 
scarcely two thousand heaVy-armed, and those for the most part but 
inferior troog^ Gylippus shortly after ascended Epipolm'unopposed,, 
by the same way o f Euiyelus, by which the Athenians had first obtained- 
possession o f that important post. The Syracusan forces actually went

1.7. out to meet h i m; and to the astonishment o f the Athenian general and. 
army, busiedin the works on the south o f the city, the combined forces 
made their appearance as i f  offering battle. Gyli{Jpus however had' 
the precaution to halt while retreat was still at His option, and' he sent 
forward a herald with the proposal; ‘'T h at i f  the Athenians would quit 
‘ Sicily in five days with th eir arms and baggage, Be \ras willing to 

make a truce for the-purposeri T h e message was o f course received' 
with disdain, amid their astonishment, by those avHo thought them- 
iselves on the point o f  becoming conquerors o f Syracuse and of* Sicily. 
Nicias, howevei^ continued motionless, while the herald was simply 
ordered to withdraw. Meantime the able Gylippus had had sufficient 
opportunity to observe, that the Syracusan forces were deficient in dis
cipline, to a degree beyond what he had imagined ,*̂ that they were ut
terly unable to form on uneven and confined giound; and that the first

th in g
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thing  ̂ necessary for him was to retreat for more space. Nicias matle 
ho attempt to’ profit from any o f these circumstances^ ,but remained; 
behind his works. Gylippus, thus allowed to-retire at.leisufe, chpse his 
camp for the night on the high ground of Temenitesv,

N e x t morning the combined forces appeared agaiii in-order o f battlir,. 
hr front pf the Athenimi works,, and by their position ihtercluded the; 
communication of the Atheniangeneral with his fort o f liabdalum, and̂  
w ith his northern, lines. Nicias continued still unaccountably mo
tionless, while Gylippus sent a strong detachment which stornied the 
fort, and put the garrison to the-sword.. . A  smaller occurrence on the 
same day contributed to* raise the spirits of the Syracusans-fanAthe- 
nian-trireme was taken at the harbour’s-m outh,,

Gyiippus having, by this succession o f <laring hut well- concerted Tliucyd. I*7- 
measures, in his outset, wholly changed the face of affairs* insomuch 
that not only the city was-very effectually-relieved,, hut the Athenian; 
army was now rather in a situation o f some danger, prudently checked- 
the spirit o f enterprdze, thâ t he might give stability to the advantage 
obtaiiiedl Master o f Epipolas through his success against Lahdahmi, 
he began iininediately' to- carry out. works to intersect the Athenian- 
works, usirig the materials which the Athenians-themselves had ccd- 
lected. ' Meanwhile Nicias, aware that the-moinent of opportunity for 

' that great success with which he had lately had reason to flatter him* 
self, was gone by, and th^, however he might still be superior in the " 
field, to take" Syracuse was beyond his preseivt strength, continued; 
nevertheless tu  prosecute his southern, work toward the sea. In a. 
country 'where all- was inimical, to keep* his. Gommunication open with 
his fleet, would be necessary to the subsistence o f  his armyj and might  ̂
become nCcessary even to its* safety. .Occupying therefore .the head
land o f Piemmyrium, on the southern side o f the entrance o f the great 
harbour, he raised there three redoubts, in which he placed the greater 
part o f the baggage and; stores of his army, and-near them he stationed^/ 
his ships o f burden and small craft. This measure, well conceived in 
regard to the objects particularly in view, was, however, attended with 
great inconveniences.- The soil was swampy^and unwholesome; the 
water brackish; the Syracusan fort o f Olympieium was near, and a ,

• body
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boily ofliorse, stationed there by Gylippus, gave unceasing annoyance; 
vatehing the wood and water-parties, cutting off stragglers, and ma
king it dangerous to stir frbm the camp,-but in pOAVcrful bodies.

Thucyd. 1. 7 . I t  was *not long before Gylippus again drew out his forces and of- 
c. a. fcred battle ; and Nidias now, at length, did not'refuse to meet him.

The field was very narrow, confined between the coiitravallation and 
the city-waH. The Syracusan horse had not space for action, and tlie 
infantry, pressd b y the superior discipline o f the Athenians, soon re- 
fi’eated within their fortifications. I t  seems to have been the purpose 
o f Gylijppus to give practice to -the Syracusans, with the least possible 
risk, and make them .experience the necessity o f submitting to the .seve
rity  of Spartan discipline, a f they would hope for the success for which 
the -Spartan arms were renowned. Addressing them in assembly, he 
took all the blame of the late failure to himself; condemned his mis
application o f  their Cavalry ; paised  the valoi' shown by their infantry; 
and flattered them with r^ a rk in g  that, being o f the same Dorian ori
g in  with the EaCediemonians, they ought to hold themselves superior 
to  lonians and ilanders o f  the ^Egean; and he doubted not but they 
would quickly show it, by xlriving those intruding adventurers out of 
their country. « -

He soon gave them opportunity o f  trial. Nicias would rather have 
• j avoided .action, but that .the Syracusan counterwork from Epipol®

alarmed him. Already it Barely did not intersect the line o f the Athe
nian con travalla tion an d  i f  completed w'ould, according to Thucy
dides, not only pi^event the completion o f  the contravallation, but give 
to the Syracusans .both the choice when they would ingage, and cer
tain advantage in action. Gylippus so chose his ground that his 
cavalry could attack the Athenian left in flank. The wing Avas thus 
thrown into a confusion, which spred in some degree through the line, 
and Nicias hastily withdrew behind his‘ works. Having thus esta
blished, in his own army, the opinion that they were superior in the 
field, Gylippus prosecuted assiduously his projecting work, and it was 
quickly carried beyond the Athenian line. This being effected, says 
Thucydides, iff the Syracusans should now have the misfortune to be 
defeated in battle, and reduced lio confine themselves with.n. their
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walls, it, would nevertheless be scarcely possible for the Atlieniahs to 
complete their contravallation.

But adversity began to pour upon the Atheni,3.«s. Nicias-had sent 
twenty triremes to the Italian coast*to intercept the squadron from *Thucyd. 1.7* 

Leucas. His army had scarcely recovered'from the consternation o f 
their late defeat, when they saw the enemy’s squadron,"consisting o f  c-'r. 
twelve triremes, enter the little harbour o f Syracuse. The strength, 
thus added, gg.ve the city, for the present complete security. I t  was 
therefore resolved to act upon the offensive against the Athenians; 
and with this view it was proposed to collect a still greater strength, 
for which the credit o f prosperous circumstances and recent , success 

‘ would best give means. Ministers were sent to Lacedasmon and Co
rinth ; and the active Gylippus went himself around the Sicilian cities, 
to excite the lukewarm, and win the adverse, to exert’ themselves in ' 
the cause of Laeedsemon and of Syracuse, which, he contended, V'as • 
tlie cause o f liberty, o f justice, and of the general interest o f Sicily,

Y/hat opinion the Athenian general now held o f his own situation, ■ 
we learn from his own account, transmitted by Thucydides. W riting 
was bet beginning to come into common use for ordinary purposes.
The dispatches-of generals were mostly, or̂  it rather appears, univer
sally, committed to trusty messengers, who delivered them verbally. 
.Thucydides speaks of Nicias as the first general who made it his prac- c.s,-. 
tice to transmit his .reports home constantly in writing,: He had bb- 
served, says the historiair, that messengers, in delivering verbally to 
the sovcreiii people in assembly the reports committed to them- some
times through inability to e.xpress themselves clearly, sometimes 
through fear o f relating the whole of unpleasani truths, sometimes 
through hope o f conciliating favor by exaggerating agreeable circum
stances, generally gave an impression wide o f the reality. From his 
first appointment therefore to a command with which he had always 
been little satisfied, and in which complex operations were to be con
ducted at a greater distance from home than had been usual for the 
Athenian arms, he had used the precaution o f frequently Sending 
dispatches ia writing, with an exact account o f  every transaction; 
and these were always formally, red to the assembled people* by-the

secretary
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secretarv o f tbe common wealth He had now delernilned, in conse-
quence o f his ill success in the late battle, to remain upon the defen* 
sive for the rest o f the sutnmer. For'this he thought it  necessary to 

^apologize very particularly in his*dispatches to Athens. He therefore 
committed them to officers whom he selected as most competent to 
answer, any questions that might be put to them, yet he scrupulously 
protested that his written dispatches only should be considered as 
having his autliority.

,Tiiucyd..l.7. In these he represented, that, ‘ After having nearly attained the 
‘ object o f the expedition, when Syracuse was already reduced to ex-
* tremity, the arrival o f Gylippus, with a considerable reinforcement, 
‘  partly Peloponnesian and partly collected in Sicily, had changed the 
‘ face o f affairs : that he had nevertheless been victorious in the first 
‘ action, but the sup^iority, o f  the enemy in cavalry and troops of 
‘ missile weapons, was, under able cxjiiduct, too much for him to re- 
‘  s is t; and, in a second action, he had be^n constralhed to retreat; 
,* that it was in consequence now become necessary to confine himself
* within his lines, to forego offensive operations,' and to consult prin-
* eipally how he might best insure the safety o f  his army Sgaihst supe- 
‘ fior numbers; for, instead o f besieging, it was rather reduced to the 
‘ condition o f a camp besieged : that!,the superiority o f the Syracusan 
‘ cavalry rendered any communication with the country highly dan- 
‘ gerous : that  ̂ for increase o f evil, he not only'apprehended a strong'

J2. ‘  alliance .within Sicily against the Athenian interest, but was assured
‘ that additional forces would arrive from Peloponnesus; and that, 
‘  jBnally, he was threatened with attack, not by land only, hut by sea.
‘ The fleet,* he proceeded to observe, ‘ had unavoidably gone fast to 
‘  decay; the ships were .become. le a k y ; the crews diminished; the 
‘ enemy had not only had more ships, but, secure against attack, they 
‘ could chuse when they Avould attack him : it was therefore necessary

,c, J3. ‘ for his fleet to be unremittingly watchful: the guard of the naval
‘ camp, and convoys for the introduction of provisions and stores, 
‘ kept the whole on constant duty: the crews, forced to go far-for 
‘ wood and water,- were continually, suffering from the Syracusan

*? O <r?{ C, 10 ,
horse.
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* horse. Meanwhile not only the shaves deserted in numbers to the 
‘ enemy, but the . auxiliaries and mercenaries, who had hoped that 
‘ plunder more than fighting wqpld be their business in Sicily, now 
‘ they saw the Athenian armament declining, and the enemy growing 
‘ in vigor, went home without leav’e. Sicily,’ continued the unfortu
nate general, ‘ is wide; and, wholly to prevent these desertions, is iin- 
‘ possible; even to checlc'them is difficult; and of all losses to an * Thqcyd. 1.7 
‘ armament, that o f  able seamen is least easily repiaired. Nor are 
‘ these the only evils that press u s : what iS to. me most distressing^
‘ hoth to feel and to complain of, remains yet to be mentioned'. Your 
‘ temper, Athenians, is adv êrse to subordination. The’ army is a part 
‘ o f y o u ; a part o f that soverein pisople on whom my power wholly 
‘ depends; and I find my authority insufficient to controul the per- 
‘ verse disposition, and restrain the pernicious conduct, of some under 
- my command. iMeauwhile the enemy abound in resources, and we 
‘ are destitute ; for Naxus and Catana, our only allies in this part o f 
‘ the world, are little able to assist us. I f  then, in addition to existing 
‘ evils, the Italian cities, whence our supplies o f provisions, have been 
‘ principally drawn, should be induced, by,the ill state of our affairs 
‘ and your neglect of us, to refuse farther assistance, we should be at 

' ‘ once undone, and the enemy jwquld have a complete triumph w’ilh- 
‘ out the-risk o f a blow.

‘ I could have sent a more pleasing account, but I could not. send 
‘ intelligence which it more imports you to receive. I know your dis- 
‘ position to be gratified by favorable reports o f your affairs; but then 
‘ I know too the change that follows in your temper, when the event 
‘ disappoints expectation ; and I have therefore thought it best to ex- 
‘ plain t© you, without reserve, the real stale o f things.

‘ Since, then, I can affirm.that neither your generals, nor yopr army, c. I5.

‘ have deserved blame for their conduct In your service here, since 
‘ Sicily is now uhited against us, and reinforcements are expected from 
‘ Peloponnesus, I will venture to declare that it is become absolutely.
‘ necessary for you to determine on one o f two measures: either yotir 
‘ forces new- here must be immediately recalled ; or an additional ar- 
‘ mament, not inferior in either land or naval force to.the former, must

V ox. ir . Z z - be
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* be sent hither: it must be here early in spring, and a large sum of 
‘ money for its use Avill be indispensable. For myself, I  request that I 
‘ may be superseded in the command,, for which ill health disqualifies 
‘ m e; and I hope I may be allowed to claim this as an honourable in- 
‘ dulgence due for my past services.’ '

The Athenians were not yet practised enough in misfortune to listen 
to wise advice thwarting a favorite purpose. Ambition was a popular 
passion, not resting on incitement from Alcibiades. The pertinacity 
indeed and the veheihence with which its objects were pursued, con
sidered together with the near prospect o f success, even under the dis
advantage o f his removal from the execution o f the vast projects which 
he had conceived, may indeed afford no small amount o f apology for 
his conduct in directing the effervescence, which apparently none 
could still. The Athenian people would not, on the remonstrances o f  

'fl'ucyd. 1.7. Nicias, give up their views of conquest in Sicily : they would not even 
allow their infirm and deserving general to retire. An additional force 
Was immediately voted ; Nicias .was required to remain with the com
mand in chief; Menander and EuthydemuSj officers now in Sicily, 
were appointed his present assistants in the d u ty; Demosthenes son 
of Alcisthenes, who had already so much distinguished biitiself by im
portant services, and Eurymedon son of Theocles, who had commanded 
at Corcyra, at Pylus, and in Sicily, were named to lead the reinforce
ment. As an earnest o f the resolution o f the Athenian people to give 
the utmost support to their friends in Sicily, Eurymedon was sent for
ward about midwinter, ŵ ith ten triremes and twenty talents o f silver, 
while'l^emosthenes remained to sujjerintend the equipment o f the rest 
of the ami ament.

    
 



Sect.VI. WAR RENEWED BY EACED.EMQK. S5'5>

S E C T I O N  VI.

Decehia in Attica occupied bp the Laced&monians. Fresh Reinforce^ 
ment's fo r  the Atheniaix Armament in Sicily. Naval Action in the 
Hm'bour o f Syracuse. Distress o f  Athens. Tax upon the States 
subject to Athens. Massacre in Bceotia. Naval Action in the 
Corinthian Gnlph.

W h il e  the Athenians Avere thus madly intent Upon distant conquest, 
a more serious attack, than they had yet experienced, was preparing 
against their own country.- The success o f Qylippus, the prospect of 
assistance from the whole force o f Sicily, the evident embarrassment o f 
Athens, the exhortations o f Corinth, the advice o f Alcibiades, and the 
important information and assistance which he was capable o f giving, 
now  all together determined the Xacedsemonians to recommence hosti- Tlmcyd. I f .  
lities immediately against Athetts. They were farther incouraged, says 
the historian, by the consideration that justice (not simple justice, or 

.a due consideration of the rights o f men, which Grecian religion little 
taught to regard, but justice ratified by a solemn appeal to the gods)
Avas now on their side. Their misfortunes, in the latter years of hostility, 
had led them to reflect that the beginning of the war had, on their 
part, teemed with injustice, and breach o f  solemnly plighted faith.
Such Avere the refusal to submit their disputes Avith Athens to a judi
cial determination ; the support of the violence committed by the 
Thebans against Platsea; and the first invasion of Attica. On tlie 
contrary, since the truce, the Athenians had always refused to submit 
matters in dispute to judicial inquiry, Avhich the Lacettemofiians had 
frequently demanded. The same transgression, therefore, Avhich they 
thought had already brought the vengeance o f the gods on themselves,

.they concluded Avould now bring it 'on the Athenians. The Avar thus 
became popular, and to prosecute liostilities Avith vigor was determined 

■ with alacrity. It Avas resoh'ed to carry into execution the longm e
ditated purpose of occupying a post in A ttic a ; and, in pursuance of 

' ■ z z ' the
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the advice o f Alcibiades, Deceleia was the place chosen. During win
ter the necessary materials for fortifying it were collected, especially 
iron, and preparation was also made for giving effectual assistance to 
Sicily. • ■ '

In the beginning of next spring, at a very early season for military 
operations, the Lacedgemonians with their allies, under Agis son o f 
Archidamus, entered A tt ic a ; and after extending ravage over the 
plain, which had been abandoned to them, applied themselves to for
tify Decelcia; a town in sight o f Athens, at the distance o f about fif
teen miles, nearly equally distant from the border of Boeotia, and criti
cally situated for commanding the richest part o f Attica. About the 
same time some small reinforcements were sent to Sicily ; six hun
dred infranchised Helotg, under Eccritus, a Spartan; three hundred 
Boeotians; and Corinthians, iSicyonians and Arcadians all together 
seven hundred. The Lacedtemonian reinforcement had no difficulty 
in its passage from the Laconian coast, tho a squadron of twenty tri
remes had been sent from Athens to intercept succours. T o favor the 
passage o f the others out o f the Corinthian gulph,the Corinthians had 
prepared a squadron of twenty-five triremes, which took a station over- 
against the A ttic squadron at Naupactus, consisting o f only twenty. .

Summer was already begun, and the works at Deceleia were ad
vancing, without any attempt -at opposition from Athens, when De
mosthenes sailed for Sicily; having under his command sixty Athe
nian and five Chian triremes, twelve hundred heavy-armed Athenians, 
and a greater force o f infantry collected from the subject-states. A t 
iEgina he met a squadron o f thirty A ttic triremes, under Charicles, 
who, in the circumnavigation o f Peloponnesu.s, was to cooperate with 
him in descents on the coast,

c. 2 1. .  Meantime Gylippus was using his wonted activity and skill against
the infirm and desponding Nicias. From the several Sicilian cities, 
who were inclined, or whom he had persuqded, to favor the Syracusan 
cause, he had collected a considerable force, with which, about the 
time that Demosthenes sailed from Athens, he entaed Syracuse. The 
Athenians kept their land-force within their fortifications, which he 
thought himself not strong enough to attack, unless he could divide their

strength.

Thucyd. 1.7. 
e. 17.

c. 20.

    
 



Se c t . V I. S I E G  E  O F S T  R A  C U  S £. 357t • * .
sfrength. He proposed therefore another measure, which, to some, 
might appear still bolder; he'would man the ships and attack th'e 
enemy’s fleet. The reputation o f the Athenians for naval superiority 
was so established by their various succes,ses against the Peloponnesians 
in the beginning of the war, that the Syracusans were startled with the 
first idea of ingaging them on water. But the influence of Hermocrates 
powerfully seconded the authority o f Gylippus. Together they in- 
couraged the Syracusans, by representing to them, that nothing so 
daunted an enterprizing people as daring and unexpected enterprize 
against them. ‘ The Athenians themselves,’ they added, ‘ had not 
‘ always been a seafaring people: the invading Persians had first forced 
‘ them to become such ; nor was there any reason why tlie SyracusanSj 
‘ more prepared for it now tlran the Athenians then, should not quickly 
‘ even excel them.’ Recent good fortune had prepared the Syracusans 
for incouragement. Having already, under the conduct of Gylippus, 
succeeded so much beyond their hopes, they were disposed now' to 
carry their hopes high. Accordingly they submitted themselves to bis Thucyd. 1.7. 
command: thirty-five triremes fit for service lay in the great port, 
and forty-five in the little port ; all were manned by night, while G y 
lippus led the whole force o f infantry toward the Athenian forts at 
Plemjnyrium.

A t daybreak the stir in the Syracusan fleet became visible to the 
Athenians, who hastily manned sixty triremes; of which twenty-five 

v̂ere opposed to the thirty-five o f the enemy already vvithin the gi*eat 
port, and thirty-five to the forty-five which were advancing to enter it.
On the land-side, the watch v'as so negligent, that the approach o f an 
enemy was neither observed nor looked for, but the whole army made 
toward the shore to assist the fleet. Gylippus meanwhile, hastening 
his march, carried the largest of the three forts at the first assault ; 
upon which the other two were immediately abandoned* by their gar
risons. By this time the fleets were ingaged. Within the great port, 
the Syracusans had at first the advantage; but their larger division 
breaking their order in advancing to the attack, were defeated; and 
then the conquering Athenians, hastening to the relief of their pressed

ships,
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ships, quickly compelled the other division o f the Syracusan fleet to 
fly. Eleven Syracusan ships Avere su n k; the crews o f three Avei-e made 
prisoners; those o f the others, mostly perished. Three Athenian ships 
were destroyed. T he Atlienians erected atrophy for their naval victory: 
the Syracusans erected three trophies for the three forts taken.

M o r e  i m p o r t a n t  to k e n s  o f  s u c c e s s ,  h o w e v e r , t h a n  a n y  tro p h ie s , re 

m a in e d  t o  t h e  S y r a c u s a n s . T h e  k ille d  a n d  p r is o n e r s  in  th e  fo rts , n o t -  

A v ith stan d in g  t h e  n u m b e rs  t h a t  fle d , Avere m a n y : ,  t h e  m i l i ta r y  ch e s t, a ll  

t h e  m o s t  v a lu a b le  e f f e c ts  o f  t h e  p r in c ip a l  o fficers , l a r g e  m a g a z in e s  o f  

p ro v is io n s , m o s t  o f  th e  s to r e s  o f  b o th  a r m y  a n d  fleet, m a s ts  fo r  

f o r t y  t r i r e m e s , a n d  th r e e  c o m p l e t e  t r ire m e s  la id  u p  a s h o re , w ere  

ta k e n . O n e  o f  th e  f o r ts  AVas im m e d ia te ly  d e m o lis h e d  : g a r r is o n s  Avere 

p la c e d  in  th e  o th e r  t w o , a n d  a  s q u a d r o n  o f  t r i r e m e s  Avas s ta t io n e d  u n 

d e r  th e i r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t o  in te r c e p t  su p p lie s  b y  s e a  t o  t h e  A th e n ia n  c a m p ; 

w h ith e r , t h e n c e f o r w a r d , n o  v e s s e l  c o u ld  a r r iv e , b u t  b y  s te a l th , o r  b y  

f ig h t in g  its  w a y . N o t w i t h s t a n d in g  th e r e f o r e  t h e i r  n a v a l  v i c t o r y ,  t h e  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th e  la te  c o m p l e x  a c t i o n  w as v e r y  s e r io u s ly  d is a d v a n 

ta g e o u s  t o  th e  A t h e n i a n s ; a n d  Avhile t h e i r  g e n e r a l ,  n e v e r  re m a rk a b le  

f o r  a c t i v i t y ,  w a s  O ppressed w ith  s ic k n e s s , a la r m  a n d  d e s p o n d e n c y  b e g a n  

t o  p e rv a d e  t h e  a tm a rn e n t .

MeaUAvliile the conduct o f the Syracusans, under the able direction 
C.25. , o f  Gylippus and Hermocrates, M̂ as all energy. Twelve triremes, under

Agatharchus, a Syracusan, pushing to sea, one AATnt to Peloponnesus 
Avith dispatches. Agatharchus, Avith the remaining eleven, made the 
Italian coast, to  intercept a fleet o f  Athenian transports and storeships, 
o f which intelligence had been received, and most o f them fell into his 
hands. He proceeded then to Caulonia on the Bruttian shore, Avhea'e 
he burnt a quantity o f navy timber which had been collected for the 
Athenians. In his return, meeting at Locri, the Thespian auxiliaries 
destined for Syracuse, he took them aboard his squadron, and made 
homeward. One o f his triremes Avas taken, by an Athenian squa
dron stationed at M egara; the rest arrived safe in the harbour of 
Syracuse.

Notwithstanding their late n a v a l  defeat, Gylippus a n d  Herraocrates 
1 resolved
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resolved not to give up their puipose o f disputing with the Athenians 
the command of the sea. . Accordingly, to secure their station in the 
great port, whence they might best annoy the Athenian fleet, they 
formed before it a hind of rampart o f piles. T o prevent the completion 
o f this, and to destroy what was already done, becanie an important 
object for the Athenians. The merchantships o f the antients, capa
cious, deep, and'firm in the water, like modern vessels for ocean navi
gation, were much fitter for some purposes o f  stationary fight than 
their galleys of war. A  merchantship therefore, o f the largest size ” ,

■ being fitted with turrets and parapets, was conducted close to the 
Syracusan rampart; a body o f troops aboaiTl annoyed the Syracusan 
workmen, and drew the attention of the troops appointed to protect 
them : meanwhile a party in boats fastened ropes about the piles, divers 
went down and sawed them at the bottom, and thus most o f them were 
hauled up or broken. To fortify and defend their naval station on 
one side, and to destroy it on the other, was then for some time the 
principal object o f the two adv êrse parties; in which, on the side o f the 
Athenians, the skill, activity, and boldness o f  the people M̂ ere more 
observable than the science or vigor o f the general. The Syracusans 
continued to drive piles, and some in such a manner that, not appearing 
above ŵ ater, they were very dangerous to the Athenian boats; yet 
divers were found, for large rewards, to saw and fasten ropes even to 
these, so that the labor o f the enemy was continually to be renewed; 
and as the present view o f the Athenian general was defence, and to 
gain time for the arrival o f  the reinforcement which he expected, his 
purpose Was in a great degree accomplished.

W h ile  th e  A th e n ia n  a ffa irs  w ere  th u s  A vailing in  S ic ily , A th e n s  i t s e l f  Thucyd. 1. 7. 

b e g a n  t o  fee l se v ere ly  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  h a v i n g  a  P e lo p o n n e s ia n  g a r 

r is o n  e stab lish ed  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  its  te r r i to r y . I n  th e  fo rm e r  in v a s io n s  

a  c o n s id e ra b le  p a r t  o f  th e  h a r v e s t  h ad  b een  c o n s u m e d  o r  c a r r ie d  o ff, a n d  

th e  v in e y a rd s , o rc h a rd s , and^ oli\’e  p la n ta t io n s  h a d  b een  d e s tr o y e d  o r  

g r e a t l y  d a m a g e d . T h e  in ju ry  hoA vever h a d  n o t  e x te n d e d  o v e r  th e  

Vv'hole c o u n tr y . T h e  L a c e d a e m o n ia n  a r m y , f o r  Avant o f  m a g a z in e s ,

could
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could not stay long; and when it was gone, no apprehension remained, 
during the rest o f the year, for what had escaped its ravages: the herds 
and flocks returned to their pastures, and tile owners o f  the lands might 
make any use o f them that the interval till the next summer would 
admit. But the garrison of Deceleia kept the whole country, and the 
city itself, in constant alarm. Its very wants compelled it to exertion: 
for the troops, litrle supplied by their cities, were to subsist chiefly 
by plunder; and the assistance, which they received occasionally from 
home, was less in money or stores, than in reinforcements to assist in 
rapine. The Spartan king Agis, who had led the expedition, and super-' 
intended the construction o f the works, remained, after the departure 
o f the rest o f the army, as governor o f the garrison, and assiduously 
and ably directed its measures. N o t  only all produce and revenue 
from the lands o f Attica, with all the herds and flocks Avhich they had 
maintained, were lost to th$ Athenians, but more than twenty thou
sand slaves deserted, the greater part meehanics and manufacturers. 
The Athenian cavalry were to little purpose employed in the endevor 
to check the ravage and desertion. Many o f the horses, the art o f 
shooing that animal being yet unknown, were lamed by unremitted 
service bn rough and rocky ground, some were disabled by wounds, 
and the rest soon worn down.

Among the inconveniencies insuing from the establishment o f the 
enemy in Deceleia, One is mentioned by Thucydides, which marks to a 
surprising degree the imperfection o f  antient navigation. The large 
and fruitful iland o f Euboea was at all times the principal resource to 
the Athenians for supplying the deficiencies o f the scanty and arid soil 
o f Attica. The produce was mostly brought to the port o f Oropus, 
and thence conve3red by land, along a hilly road o f about forty-four 
miles, to Athens, The nearest, the least hilly, and almost the only 
praeticable road for heavy burdens, passed through Deceleia. The oc
cupying o f that post by the enemy therefoj-e made it necessary to carry 
every thing by sea. With the advantages o f modern navigation, this 
would be incomparably the preferable method ; but the cotemporary 
author assures us that, in that age, the e.xpence o f the transport all the

way
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way by sea far exceeded that o f the old practice’*. For the* rest, we 
may readily conceive the force and the truth of. the concise phrase 
which Thucydides has used to express the distress o f a great city .: In
stead o f a commonwealth,*he says, Athens was reduced to the condition 
o f a garrison. Without a territory, it depended upon supplies by sea 
for subsistence. The u’hole people were harrassed with military duty, 
so incessant as to admit little other employment. By day they mounted 
guard by reliefs; but^for the night,‘ excepting the higher orders 
who composed the cavalry, none were at any time excused; those  ̂ not 
immediately wanted for the duty o f the ramparts, being required to be 
in constant readiness with their arms” : and th is. continued through 
all seasons, during the remainder o f the war.

Pressed thus by every inconvenience o f a siege at home, such con^ 
tinued to be the zeal o f the Athenian people for forein conquest, such' 
the ardor with which they insisted oh the prosecution of the siege of 
Syracuse, a city scarcely inferior to Athens in size or population, that 
unless it was seen, says the historian, nobody would believe it. Thus - 
indeed, he continues, the expectation o f all Greece was strangely dis* 
appointed, and the opinion generally entertained, both o f the power 
and o f the perseverance o f Athens, proved mistaken. The pressure o f 
new evils served but to bring forward new resources. All revenue 
from Attica, public and private, ceasing, it was necessary to look 
abroad for augmentation o f supplies. A  total change was made in the

• Those less acquainted with the advan* 
tages which the arts of modem navigation 
give to transport by sea, may form  ̂some 

.estimate o f them from the followiiig circum
stances. Much of the trade' between Lon
don and Canterbury is carried on by water; 
and Whitstable, six miles from Canterbury, 
is the port of that city for its communica
tion with the Thames. The passage from 
London to Whitstable is perhaps eighty 
miles:' but the geiieral charge of carriage is 

^the same for the six miles by land, between 
Whitstable and Canterbury, as for the eighty 
Vy water, between Whitstable and London. 
Allowance must however be made for the

V ox. II.

beneiit of tides in otlf harrow seas, whicb, 
in the Mediterranean, is little known.

O* 5reiovf«i'o», «• 9 '  IrT* r o t !

Tiq ôt/j. The exact value of the phrase if’ 
SjrTtoif woiotftVoi, apparently a military phrase 
of .the day,  ̂ is scarcely now to be ascer
tained. The .explanations attempted by the 
commentators and translators are very un
satisfactory. For discovering the meaning 
of Thucydides upon tliis occasion, the cu
rious reader may howevey consult another 
passage of Thucydides, nearly to the same 
purpose, in the fijfh Chapter of his eighth . 
book; and some similar phrases occurriqg 
in Xenophon may assist him,

S A  ■ collection

    
 



562

Thucyd.
1. 7. c. 29.

H I S T , O R Y  O F  G R E E C E .  C h a p : X V I I I .

collection of revenue from the subject-states.;-the antient tribute was 
abolishecl, and, instead o f it, .a  tax was imposed, resembling the mo
dern customs; being a twentieth o f  the value o f all imports and ex- 
ports"*. Thus light, in comparison o f what we have, laid upon our
selves, was the heaviest t^x, as far as we learn from history, at that 
time known in the world. Y e t it caused much discontent among the 
dependant commonwealths; the arbitrary power by which it was 
imposed-being indeed reasonably execrated, tho the burden itself was 
comparatively a nothing.

While the Athenians were suffering from the Peloponnesians established 
in Deceleia, a cruel stroke fell upon their neighbor enemies o f  Bceotia. 
The circumstances, little materially connected with the great events 
o f the war, assist however considerably toward a portraiture o f the 
times. Thirteen hundred middle-armed Thracians, hired for the Sici
lian expedition, did not arrive till after the fleet under Demosthenes 
was gone. Means to forward them were not ready, and their pay 
was burdensome, being an A ttic  drachma, nearly tenpence sterling 
ahead, daily. I t  was resolved tlierefore to send them home and dis
charge them; but, by the way, to make any use o f  them against the 
enemies, o f the commonwealth, for which opportunity might offer. The 
command was committed to Diitrephes, an Athenian, who, passing 
through the Euripus, debarked his barbarians on the first hostile shore 
in his course, that o f the Tanagrasan territory. H aving collected 
some booty, he hastened to deposit it in the ireighboring friendly 
town of Chalcis in Euboea, and in the evening again crossed the Euripus

Thucydides, not in the-moment aware 
of the .explanation necessary to make this 
interesting passage clearly intelligible to  
posterity, for whom professedly' he wrote,- 
has expressed h*imself in his usual close man
ner, with ho other .words than these: T«y 
E i i i o f i y  U1T0 T S T s y  S«Xao-o-«»
«»Ti t 5  irtTs uwaKooif iiroina'Ctt, v'Ktiu

sru  wgoo-iiyai.
In Duker’s edition, the passage is cautiously 
pointed as it is here given, and neither 
scholiast nor annotators take any notice of  

1 J

it, farther than to inform of , some different 
readings, which are evidently and grossly 
b a d .' The Latin translation runs thus: Per 
id tempus tributi loco vicessimam merciuni, 
quas mari vehebantur, populis imperio suo 
siibjcctis imperirunt, sperantes se majorem 
pecuniae vim hac ratione confecturos. .Smith, 
with wliom it is by no means a common 
fault to be over bold, has ventured, upon 
this occasion, I  think successfully; and tho 
his authority is not very great, I  liave been 
glad to find his support.

-for
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for farther plunder. During the night he directed his march toward 
Mycjalessus, a large anti populous Boeotian town, in perfect .amity 
with Thebes, and at such- a distance from the Attic border and from 
the sea, that the Inhabitants, unaccustomed to fear surprizes, spared 
themselves the expepce and fatigue both of maintaining complete for
tifications, and keeping a regular watch. Diitrephes, halting toward 
midnight under the shelter o f a temple o f Mercury, recommenced his 
march so as to reach Mycal^ssus, only two miles off, about daybreak.
Finding a gate open and unguarded, his barbarians rushed instantly 
to pillage, and massacred as they went, sparing neither sex rtor age: 
for the Thracians, like most barbarians, says Thucydides, who knew 
them from living among them, are commonly bloody-minded in suc
cess; insomuch that for sport they v/oulcl kill even the beasts that fell 
in their way. There was a very large school, in which the boys were 
just assembled, when the Thracians broke in, and put every one to 
death. Destruction so unexpected, and so complete, continues the 
cotemporary historian, scarcely ever fell upon any town.

News o f this scene o f bloodshed being quickly carried to Thebes, a Thucyd. 1.7. 
body o f forces instantly marched; too late to give any relief to the 
Mycalessians, but iii time to overtake the Thracians. Those barbari
ans, who in courage were inferior to none, and in discipline not des
picable, frequently turning in.their retreat, repulsed the Theban cavalry; 
and Skirphondas, one o f the Boeolarcs, was killed. They were, how
ever, compelled to abandon all their booty; and when they arrived on ■ 
the beach, in the confusion o f imbarkation, they suffered greatly; 
those unpractised in swimming being indeed without resource; for the 

, Athenian seamen, little solicitous about such allies, took care to keep 
themselves and their vessels out o f the reach o f the justly inraged 
enemy. About two hundred and fifty Thracians were killed; the rest 
were conducted by Diitrephes to their own country.

Meanwhile Demosthenes, having joined Charicles, was meditating c. 25. 
measures for revenging against Lacedaemon the evils suffered by Athens 
from the garrison o f Deceleia. A t Nauplia, he took aboard a body of 
Argian infantry. Turning back then upon the Epitlaurian coast, he 
made a descent and collected some booty. Having thus ingaged the

3 A 2 . enemy’s
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enemy’s attention toward the northern parts of Peloponnesus, he reim- 
, barked his forces, and proceeding to the Laconian coast, debarked 

again overagainst Cythera, as the historian marks the place, where the 
temple of Apollo stands.' The first business was still plunder, -as far as 
it could be conveniently extended. 'A  neck o f land was then occupi ed 
on which to erect a fort. It was proposed that this should be, on the 
eastern side o f the country, like Pylus on the ■ svestern, a* place o f refuge 
for runaway Helots, or any others who might be disposed to live by 
rapine on the Laconian lands. Matters being so far settled, De
mosthenes proceeded on his voyage. Charicles remained J;ill works 
were raised adequate to the protection o f a garrison, and then, with 
the Argian auxiliaries, returned home.

Demosthenes, arriving at Corcyra, added his personal influence to 
the public authority with which he was vested, for collecting reinforce
ments among the allies o f Athens iii western Greece^ Naupactus, 
Cephallenia, ZacynthuSjAlyzia, Anactorium, qontributed to strengthen 
the armament. A t Anactorium he found Eurymedon collecting pro
visions for Sicily% and from him he learnt the unwelcome news that 
Plemmyriuin was in the hands o f the enemy. Nearly at the same time 
arrived Conon, now for the first time mentioned in history, who had the 

. commafld at Naupactus, and came to request' a reinforcement to his 
squadron o f eighteen triremes, to inable him to oppose the Corinthian 
squadron o f twefity-five. The service was thought so important that 
ten 'of the swiftest triremes o f the fleet were selected for it, to make his 
superiority decisive. Such a request, made by such an officer as Cotion, 
and granted by suCh a commander as Demosthenes, shows that the 
Athenians had already continued the war too long. Both those officers 
were certainly aware that the enemy- had improved their naval prac
tice, and that the superiority o f the Athenians, experienced in the 
actions under Phormion, in the same seas, would be experienced no 
more.

T» x̂ i/A,arec ayav Tri r jan a . Thiicyd. for necessaries in general. Smith
’'Hroi T» irjoj Tpopw pipicrt/iut,, x«» t» Ams-o- has translated accordingly; but-the Latin 

avloVt;. Schol. "This is not the only has pectiniam, which does not express the 
occasion on which Thucydides uses the tena • sense intended here.

' Demosthenes
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> Demosthenes and Eurymedon, having prepared everything for the 
prosecution of their voyage, crossed tlie Ionian gulph to the lapygian 
promontory. There they stopped to renew the antient alliance of 
Athens with Artas, a powerful chief of the lapygian barbarians, through 
whom they obtained a srhair.reinforce.ment o f dartinenOf the Messapian 
tribe. From Metapontium, a Grecian town in the neighborhood, 
three hundred dartmen and two triremes joined them. Proceeding 
then to Thurium, they found a revolutioii had taken place thpe, favor
able to their cause: the party friendly to Athens were in possession o f 
the government, and those o f their opponents, who had'escaped with life, 
were in banishment. After making such arrangements as they judged 
most advantageous for the Athenian interest, and obtaining a reinforce
ment o f seven hundred heavy-armed and three hundred dartmen, they 
proceeded to the Rhegian port of Petra.
‘ A s sooii as the Athenian fleet under Demosthenes had clearlj' quitted 
the Grecian coast, the Corinthian admiral, Polyanthes, resolved upon 
the bold measure o f offering battle, tho with inferior numbers, to the. 
Athenian squadron at Naupactus. He chose his station for the pur
pose judiciously. It was opposite to Naupactus, in-a small bay, on 
each point of which a body of Peloponnesian infantry was incamped. 
Thus, in case of being overpowered, his retreat would be short, and 
protection ready. Nor was this all: Experiencehadled the Covintbiana 
to improve the construction o f their galleys, by strengthening the 
bows whh an addition o f timber and metal, which might inable 
them t6 resist the destructive shock of the enemy’s beak. In the acci
dental absence, apparently, o f Conon, Diphilus commanded the Athe
nian squadron i and, confident in superior numbers, accepted, perhaps 
imprudently, the offer o f battle thus madb by the enemy, on their owir 
coast. After a sharp contest, three Corinthian ships were sunk, but 
seven Athenian were disabled, through the superior stiength o f the 
CoHnthian hows. The Corinthians retiredj but the Athenians were not 
in condition for effectual pursuit. The Corinthians therefore erected 
a trophy; thinking it much, says ;the historian, not to have been 
more decisively 'defeated. The Athenians, on the contrary, iho they 
remained masters o f the wreck,  ̂ the common criterion of victory, would

erect

OOa
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erect no trophy; dejected, as b y  a defeat, not to have been, with su
perior numbers, more completely victorious. The enemy’s fleet, how
ever, retiring soon after into the harbour o f Erineum, and the army 
also udthd rawing, the Athenians then landed on the Peloponnesian 
shore, near the place o f action, and erected their trophy.

S E C T I O N  v i r .

Affairs in Sicily. Second N aval Action in the Harbour o f  Syracuse: 
Third Naval A ctm i. Arrival o f  Keinforcement under Demosthenes 
and Eurymedon: Attack ofEpipolce: Retreat proposed by Demosthenes, 
opposed by Nicias': Secret Negotiation in Syracuse. Retreat re
solved: Co7isequences o f  an Eclipse o f  the M oon: Fourth Naval 

. Action:- Distress o f  the Athenians: F ifth  Naval Action.

D u KING these transactions in Greece and on the Grecian shores, the 
natural consequences o f recovered prosperity attfended the negotiations, 

Tfaucyd. 1.7. which Gylippus and Hermocrates were prosecuting in Sicily. O f the 
’ Grecian cities nonewemained attached to Athens': Agrigentum alone 

persevered in neutrality: even Camarina sent a considerable auxiliary 
force to the Syracusans, five hundred heavy-armed, three hundred dart- 
men, and three hundred bowmen: Gela at the same time furnished 
tv/6 hundred horse, four hundred dartmen, and two triremes. Nothing 
impeded'the march o f troops from Camarina and Gela to Syracuse: 
but, from the other friendly cities, either the Agrigentlne territory 
must be traversed, or that o f the hostile Sicels; sufferers, or likelj'to  
suffer, on all hands, but readiest in enmity to those with whose 
disposition to tyrannize they were most acquainted. The Agrigentines 
resisted all solicitation to allo.wthe passage through their t e r r i t or y i t  
waS’ thought unadvisable to exasperate so powerful a people by any 
attempt to force' the way, and the road through the Sicel country 
was therefore taken. Nicias, informed o f what was going forward, 
and roused by misfortune and danger, took, upon this occasion, the

measures
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measures which policy would dictate. At his instance the Sicels, form
ing an ambuscade, attacked the auxiliaries on their march, and killed 
eight hundred : fifteen hundred nevertheless reached Syracuse,

Intelligence aiTiving o f the formidable reinforcement comiiig from 
Athens^ under an experienced, enterpcizing and successful general,
Gylippus and Hermocrates determined to use the opportunity, yet re
maining, for attempting a decisive blow against the decayed, dispirited, 
and already half-conquered armament of Nicias. They, like the Corin
thians, had learned, from experience, the deficiencies o f their triremes, 
and o f their manner o f naval action, and they adopted nearly the same 
idea o f improvement. The Athenians, confined within the great port, 
five or six Englbh miles only in circuit’*, coiild profit little from 
the swiftness of their galleys, and their skill in evolution. They could 
not easily find room to attack with the transverse or oblique stroke, 
with which they had heretofore been so formidable” : under necessity 
o f meeting.prow to prow, the strengthened bows o f the Syracusan vessels 
would have the advantage. They could not press out to sea, through - 
the narrow mouth o f the harbour, without exposing a part of their fleet 
to certain destruction; and the shore would afford them but scanty 
refuge, being mostly occupied by the enemy. The Syracusans, in- 
couraged by these considerations, M’hich were explained by their able 
commanders, prepared with new confidence for action. A ll being jajy* 
ready, before the fleet moved, Gylippus drew out the landforces. Those 
in the city, and those in Olympieium, marched at the same timeToward Tbucyti. 1. 7. 
opposite sides of the Athenian camp, and ingaged the whole attention 
o f the commanders with a false attack. This feint taking full effect, 
tire fleet, consisting o f eighty triremes, advanced toward the Athenian 
naval station. The Athenians, in alarm and confusion, hastily manned

After l6

** Strabo, according to our copies, makes 
it eighty stadia; perhaps an error of trans
cribers. Swinburne calls it rather more 
than five miles. Trav. in Sic. p. 343. v. 2. 
And another English and a Swiss traveller,, 
both habituated to accurate observation, 
being separately asked, told'me they reckon

ed it, by recollection, between four and six* 
English miles.

•—----Aewl* Ta ‘T T fu f c S t i i  ( r a f  r a t

t x v i )  r o  /Aci'KXov

Kt/ia? X •« WfjWXou r a t i  

'I’hucyd. 1 .7 . C.3&

seventy-
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sevcnty.-iflve triremes and met tHem. The contest was long: two' 
Atheniati trireipes were sunk; but the fleets parted without any great 
advantage gained on, either side. . ' .

. N ext day the Syracusans did not move. But no ihcouragement 
arose hence to the Athenians. T hey felt that they had lost the supe
riority by sea, as well as b y  land; and they concluded that the enemy 
would not long rest satisfied with the progress already made. Nicias 
therefore directed Ijis principal attention to tire, security of his fleet.

. P e  had already formed a stockade in the water, for the defence of his 
naval station. In  front o f this; at convenient distances, he now moored 
large merchant stiips, o f the kind called holcades, much loftier as well 
as deeper than the g-alleys o f war. In these were placed machines bear
ing instruments o f  vast weight, called dolphins; so suspended, over the 
sea, that they m igh t be dropped on any vessel passing'near, and with 
such violence as to sink it. Behind these floating fortresses, any o f 
his ships, pressed in action, might find shelter, with means to return 
with advantage against an enemy, bold enough to pursue them so far.

The Syracusans did not disappoint the expectation o f the Athenian 
general. The'very next morning their , land and sea-forces moved at 
,«nce toward his camp and naval station ; but the serious attack, as 
-before, was on the fleet.- As before, also, much of the day was con
sumed in fruitless contest. A t length Ari,ston, a Corinthian, esteemed 
the best seaman*® in the Syracusan fleet, conferring with his collegiies 
an command, advised a measure, judicious in their circumstances, tho, 
an the authentic description o f Thucydides, it marks great deficiency,' 
both in the ships o f war pf the Greeks, and in their military and naval 

Ch. rs. s. 3. economy. W e have heretofore observed a Corinthian fleet, when 
going tp-seek an enemy, taking three days .provision aboard. But 
it appears that when immetliate aetion was expected, as on the present 
occasion, the general praotice. was to leave everything but their arras 

.in their naval camp; not incumbering tliemselves ashipboard with a 
single meal. Toward midday, in pursuance o f the advice o f A,riston, 
the Syracusans retreated, in perfect prdei-, toward their naval

C. $9, 40 ,41 .

« f  this Hist.
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station. The Athenians, fatigued with unavailing contest}: die), not 
'pursue. The Syracusans, on reaching the shore, found *a market of 
eatables provided. The magistrates, in consequence o f notice froin 
the naval commanders, had compelled all persons in the city t o  send 
whatever provisions they had ready, and the crews debarking, took 
hasty refreshment.
- Meanwhile the Athenians, retreating to their naval camp,‘had dTs- 
persed, expecting no interruption o f leisure for their meal; when sud
denly they perceived this Syracusan fleet approaching again in order of 
battle. With much tumult, and mostly without refreshment, they 
hastened aboard, and the action was renewed. But it was no longer 
equally maintained,, as before. The strengthened bows of the Syra
cusan galleys, through management improved by experience, damaged 
several o f the Athenian : the numerous dartmen on the Syu'acusan 
decks plied their weapons efficaciously; and practice in that manner 
o f naval ingagement, which the confinement o f the port required, had 
given the Sy'racusau leaders to imagine a new mode of annoying an 
enemy, who, like the Athenians, depended chiefly on the skill o f  their 
rowers and the shock o f the beak. Dartmen in boats, venturing under 
the quarters, and even under the lajteral galleries o f the Athenian gal- Thucyd. 1.7 . 

leys, gave more annoyance to their seamen than even the dartmen on 
the decks*'. Seven Athenian ships being sunk, several others much

. damaged,

r io X i J  ETt 5» Iv irXotoi;

«r6fi!rA£ofl£{ ruy 'Evfansa'iay, K»i ?? tc t «? 

titrom7rloy%(- ’ TroXefticnv yiSyt xsti e?

crAayi* xai aJIwr If t£( ya-vraf
Ay.oyTî oiref, This is a passage for which little 
assistance is to be exjx;cted frora translators 
and commentators. An attentive examina
tion of an antique piece of sculpture in the 
Vatican museuin at Rome, mentioned in a 
former note, assisting tlie idea furnished by 
general Melviil, first gave me to imagine I 
understood it. 1 doubt however if the ver
sion given in the text may carry with it suf
ficiently its own explanation. I suppose the 
lateral galleries of the galleys to have been 
open at bottom, or at most to have had

VoL. II.

only gratings; their purpose having been, as 
I imagine, only to give projectioi» and pur
chase to the upper oars. A parapet, raised 
on them, protected the rowers in a great 
degree against missile weapons- from the 
decks of the enemy’s galleys, but the open 
or grated bottom gave passage for weapons 
from boats underneath.

I am sorry to have to say that Win- 
kelman’s description of the piece of sculp
ture in question, and the ingraving he 
has given of it, are both very erroneous. 
Equally the antiquarian and the artist have 
been evidently ignorant of what a ship or a 
boat should be or could be. Yet Winkel- 
man flattered himself with the imagination

3 B * tlwt
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damaged,- and the crews o f all weakened w ith fasting, fatigue, and 

wounds, the whole fleet sou gh t the shelter o f  their floating fortresses. 

So far the Syracusans pursued, and' three o f  their ships, elate with suc

cess, pu'shed w ithin th em ; b u t tw o w^resunk, and the other was taken 

Avith her whole crew. T h e  rest retired, satisfied with the success o f  the  

day, and confirmed in opinion th at th e y  were now  superior, by sea as 

well as by land, to  that enemy from whom they had so lately appre

hended Subjugation, I t  was therefore unanim ously resolved, at the 

earliest opportunity, to renew the a ttack  on both elements.

In the short and critical interval, between the resolution takeii 

and the proposed execution, Dem osthenes and Eurym edon arrived, 

w ith a fleet o f  seventy-three triremes, five thousand regular heavy

armed infantry, and a greater number o f  bowmen, dartmen, and 

slingersj so that, includirrg the attending slaves, the landforce alone 

would approach tw en ty thousand men. Alarm and astonishment now  

returned with double force upon the Syracusans. T h e y  Aver'e assured 

that A ttic a  itself was in the po-sseSsion o f  an e n e m y ; and it appeared 

an Unaccountable paradox, that, so pressed a t home, the Athenians 

should send out such a force to m ake forein con qu est; a force in all 

points equal to th a t which N icias Ijad first led to Sicily. T he power o f  

Athens, says the historian, thus appeared stupendous, its resources 

beyond calculation, and their own danger consequently endless. .

, Demosthenes, h avin g landed his forces, viewed his ground, and 

received the information that 'N icia s and his officers could give, 

formed his opinion o f the business before him, and decided on the  

measures proper to be taken, w ith  th at cool and ju s t judgem en t, w h ich  

m ight be expected from an officer who, to considerable talents, joined  

his extensive experience.’ Powerful as the ju n ctio n  w ith  N icia s made 

the armament under their command, a n d . m uch as it struck sudden 

terror into the enemy, Demosthenes did not flatter h im self with certain  

success. In his younger days he had been enterprizing, even to  rash-

tliat he had discovered, in this monument, or 
perhaps in the incorrect drawing of it, which 
he contemplated in his closet, a solution of 
that difficulty, which the antients, in all

their accounts, have left for us, how their 
ships of war were rowed. A man who never 
himself pulled an oar, will in such an 
attempt hardly avoid absurdity. *

ness.
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ness. Now, in mature age, uudazzled by the near view o f glorious 
conquest, unawed by the apprehension o f popular rage, neither the hope 
o f profit, nor the prospect o f fame, nor the fear o f a tyrannical multi
tude could move him from what he thought the welfare of his country 
required.- The safety of the Sicilian army was not to be staked against 
any hope o f conquest: the gain would be a precarious advantage to the 
commonwealth, the loss almost certain ruin. His first resolution there
fore was to avoid the error o f Nicias, losing opportunity by delay; his 
next, to fix upon some one undertaking, in which success might be in 
some degree decisive, and failure not fa ta l: and finally he determined, 
that should such a first attempt be defeated, it would be improper to 
risk farther so large a portion of the strength o f the commonwealth,, 
and, M'hatever indignation he might incur from the Athenian people, 
he would lead the armament home. ' ‘

Upon this occasion Thucydides sufficiently declares his opinion, that, 
w ith  able and spirited conduct in the outset, the conquest of Syracuse 
m ight have been effected by the Athenian arms. Had Nicias, he says, 
instead o f M âsting almost a year in little enterprize, gone at once,against 
that city, he might have completed his contravallation. The Syra
cusans, at first, confident in their own numbers, did not even think of 
desiring assistance from Peloponnesus; and they might have been put 
beyond means o f relief, before any effectual assistance could arrive. 
Circumstances were now very different; but to accomplish the purpose 
o f  the expedition seemed not yet beyond hope. The Athenian force 
was clearly superior in the field; The principal obstacles to the progress 
o f  the siege were the enemy ’s counterwork intersecting the line o f the 
contravallation, and their possession o f Epipdlse. Demosthenes ob
served that the counterwork was only a single wall, without defence 
behind ; so that possession of Epipol® would give him possession o f 
the counterwork. He therefore judged that the assault o f Epipolae 
would be the best criterion ; its success or its failure would best de- 
t;ermine, whether the siege o f Syracuse should be vigorously prosecuted, 
or abandoned without delay.

The account of Thucydides may give to suppose, tho it does not 
directly express, that the ideas o f Demosthenes did not exactly meet

S B ®  those
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th o s e  o f  N i c i a s .  T h e  c o n s id e r a t io n  t h a t  th e  r e in f o r c e m e n t  h ad  re>* 

s to re d  s u p e r io r i ty  in  th e  field , se e m s  t o  h a v e  le d  to  th e  firs t m easu re  

ta k e n , w h ic h  w as t o  r a v a g e  th e  c o u n t r y  b e y o n d  t h e  A n a p iis . I n  this^ 

a p p a re n tly , a  d o u b le  o b j e c t  w as p ro p o s e d . P o s s ib ly  t h e  e n e m y  m ig h t  

b e  p r o v o k e d  t o  r is k  a  b a t t l e ; o f  a ll  th in g s ,  p e rh a p s , f o r  th e  A th e n ia n s , 

t h e  m o s t  d e s ira b le . S h o u ld  th e y  a v o id  i t , t h e  A th e n ia n  a rm y , b esid e  

b e in g  g r a t if ie d  w ith  b o o ty ,  w o u ld  d e r iv e  i n c o u r a g e m e n t  f r o m  th e  

e x p e r ie n c e d  a c k n o w le g e m e n t  o f  t h e i r  s u p e r io r i ty . N o t h i n g  op p osed  

th e m  : t h e  c a v a l r y  a n d  l i g h t  t r o o p s  f r o m  O iy m p ie iu m  o n ly  a tte m p te d  

s o m e  d e s u l to r y  a n n o y a n c e , w ith  l i t t l e  e f f e c t .  T h e  n e x t  a t te m p t , w h ich  

Thucyd. ]. 7 . w as  a g a in s t  t h e  c o u n te r w o r k , Avas u n f o r tu n a te . T h e  m a c h in e s  Avere 

b u rn e d  b y  t h e  e n e m y , anxl CA’e r y  a t t a c k  re p e lle d . D e m o s th e n e s  th e n  

in sis te d  t h a t  h is  p ro p o se d  a s s a u l t  o f  E p ip o la s  s h o u ld  b e n o  lo n g e r  d c ‘- 

l a y e d ;  a n d  N i c i a s  a n d  th e  o th e r  p r in c ip a l  o ffice rs  a c c e d e d  to  th e  

. m e a s u re . , ' . , ■

A p p a r e n t ly  N i c i a s  Avas a t  th is  t im e  t o o  in firm  t o  t a k e  a n y  ,a c t iv e  

p a r t  in  a  b u sin e ss  Avhich m i g h t  re q u ire  g r e a t  e x e r t i o n .  U n d e r  th e  

c o m m a n d  th e r e f o r e  o f  D e m o s th e n e s , E u r y m e d o n  a n d  M e n a n d e r , th e  

Avhole a r m y , e x c e p t  a  s m a ll  g u a r d  f o r  th e  Avorks, Avas o r d e r e d  f o r  th e  

d u t y  ; p r o v is io n s  fo r  fiv e  d a y s  Avere c a r r ie d , a n d  t h e  e n g in e e r s  a n d  a r t i 

f ic e rs  a t te n d e d , t o  fo rm  d e f e n c e s  in  th e  i n s t a n t  o f  g e t t i n g  p ossession , 

o f  th e  g r o u n d . T o  a t t a c k ,  hoA vever, ofherA vise t h a n  b y  su rp riz e , so  

g r e a t  a  f o r c e , in  a  p o s t  so  s t r o n g  b y  n a tu r e  a n d  b y  ai% was d e e m e d  im -  

a d v isa b le . N i g h t  w as th e r e f o r e  c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e :  t h e  a r r a y  

m o v e d , as  T h u c y d id e s  d e s c r ib e s  th e  h o u r , a b o u t  t h e  f ir s t  s le e p . 

A s c e n d in g  b y  th e  Avay o f  E u r y e lu s ,  th e y  p a sse d  t h e  f ir s t  S y r a c u s a n  

p o s t  unpet*ceiv-ed. S u rp r iz in g  th e n  a  s m a ll  outAAmrk, t h e y  p u t  p a r t  o f  

th e  g u a r d  t o  th e  s w o r d : b u t  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t ,, e s c a p i n g ,  a la rm e d  t h e  

ca m p s  in  E p ip o lse . T h e s e  Avere t h r e e  : th e  S ic i l ia n  a f lie s  f o rm e d  o n e ;  

th e  a llies  fro m  G r e e c e  a n o t h e r ;  a n d  a  th i r d  Avas c o m p o s e d ,  o f  S y r a c u 

s a n s :  G y lip p u s  h im s e lf  c o m m a n d e d . A ll  w as q u i c k l y  in  i b o t i o n  t o  

o p p o se  th e  a s s a i l a n t s : b u t  th e  A th e n ia n  v a n , led  b y  D e m o s t h e n e s ,  r e 

p u lsed  th e  firs t t ro o p s  th e y  m e t , a n d  c o n t in u e d  m o u n t i n g  t h e  h ill , w h ile  

th o s e  AAffio fo llo w e d  d em o lish ed  th e  f o r t  t a k e n .  A t t a c k s  w e re  re n e w e d  

b y  G y lip p u s , b u t  s ti l l  u n s u c c e s s f u l ly : th e  A th e n ia n s  p u s h e d  fo rw a rd ^

■
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but, in confidence now o f success, hastening to complete the acquisb 
tion o f the enemy’s works, they grew more careless of their order. In 
this state the Boeotians, who were among the allies o f Syracuse, met, 
and checked them. Among a large body o f men, confined within nar
row space, on rough ground, and by night, confusion once arising, 
spred rapidly^ To communicate commands was difficult; and, tho 
the moon shone bright, yet when established arrangements were once 
disturbed, it was no longer easy to distinguish friends from foes. The 
repulsed Athenians, meeting those yet advancing, were received with 
pointed spears. This occasioned frequent and clamorous passing o f 
the w ord; which thus became known to the enemy, and of course 

 ̂useless or even prejudicial to themselves. But beyond all things the 
pseanism, the song or shout o f battle, which the Greeks always used in 
the moment previous to attack, increased the confusion; for that of 
the allies of Athens of Doric race, Argians, Corcyrfeans, and others,

■ being the same with the Syracusan, alarmed the Athenians wherever 
they heard i t ; and as disgrder extended, the troops o f the Athenian 
army, in several parti fought oneanother. A t length all took to 
flight. The only road for retreat was narrow; the fugitives were nu
merous ; and hastening to avoid the pursuers swords, many perished 
by falling down precipices. O f the more fortunate, who gained, the 
plain, those who had served under Nicias, acquainted with the country, 
easily reached their camp or lines; but some of the newly arrived, 
missing theh way, were nex* day cut off by the Syracusan horse.

The morrow was a day o f mourning to the Athenians, as o f triumph 
to the Syracusans. The dead were restored to the defeated, through 
the usual ceremonies. Thucydides does not specify the number*^; 
he says it was considerable, but not so great as the ntimber of shields 
taken would have given to suppose; -because those who fled over the 
precipices disiricumbered themselves of their arrapur; and, tho many 
perished, some escaped. The Syracusans erected two trophies; one at

“  Plutarch states it at the round sum of  ̂dred. . Later writers however are not likely 
two thousand. Diodorus, always struggling f.o have had information which Thucydide? 
to give celebrity to the deeds o f his fellow- could not obtain, 
countrymen, calls it two thousand five hun-

• . the
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Thucyd, 1.7. 
c. 47.

c. 48.

HIS t  O R O  F G R ER C E. Chap. XVIIL
the beginning o f  the ascent o f Epipola;; the other, on the spot where 
the Boeotians made the first effectual resistance.

Every circumstance appeared now to require that the Athenian 
generals should qnickly enter upon some new plan. The armament 
was sickly, partly from the season, partly from the marshy and un
wholesome ground on which it was incamped ; and the hope of soon 
reducing Syracuse, or indeed o f at all reducing it, seemed frustrated. 
Demosthenes therefore warmly urged his opinion, before given, that 
due experiment having been made and having failed, all purpose of 
conquest in Sicily should be at once abandgned, and the armament 
conducted home. N ot the necessities o f their own situation, he said, 
more than the wants and distresses o f the commonwealth required the 
measure; insomuch that it would be inexcusable farther to risk so 
great a portion o f  the public strength, and continue such M’aste o f the 
public revenue, on w,hat was comparatively an unimportant object. 
Thucydides very seldom declares, in direct terms, an opinion by which 
the character o f  his cotemporary might be affected. I t  is however 
easy to perceive-'»that he approved, upon the whole, both the advice 
and the conduct o f Demosthenes, as, for his country’s welfare judi
cious, for himself disinterested and manly. I t  is not equally easy to 
discover his opinion o f the conduct o f N icia s: perhaps he was unable 
to determine his own judgement o f it. Nicias positively refused to 
lead the armament home.. ‘ The temper o f the Athenian people,’ he said, 
‘ is well known to m e: warm in, expectation, and jealous of*their 
‘ authority,, they will highly resent a measure so disappointing to their 
‘ hopes, unauthorized by their decree. Our conduct, then, le t it be 
‘ recollected, must be submitted to the judgement, and pur fate must 
‘ be decided by the vote, not o f  those who have seen and who know 
' what we know, but o f those who will be persuaded o f anything by 
' any eloquent accuser. Even o f  those now under our command, o f 

those now loudest in complaint o f  the evils they are sufifering, some, 
nay many, will unsay theij- assertions, blame the abandoning o f the 
expedition, impute Corruption to their generals, and perhaps become 
our-accusers, or at least join in the vote for our condemnation, I  
therefore, i f  I  am brought to the alternative, will not risk a shameful 

1 ‘ death
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‘ death from the injustice o f  m y fellowcitizens, td avoid an honorable 

‘ death from the valor o f  the eneitty. But I  think we are not y e t so 

‘ straitened. Ill i,s. the face of, our affairs appears, I  Avell know  the 

‘ condition o f  the Syracusans is worse. In  some points, they are un- 

‘ der great difficulties ; in others, reduced to absolute inability. T h e y  

‘ are ruined b y  their expences. T w o  thousand talents, already con- 

‘ sumed upon th*eir auxiliary forces and their fleet, have not sufficed;

‘ th ey  have besides incurred a large debt. T h e ir  fleet therefore they  

‘ cannot long triaintain; and on the k a s t failure o f  payment, their 

* 'auxiliaries w ill abandon them. W e are under no equal difficulty;

‘ and on these considerations I  hold it utterly improper to give up 
* the enterprize.’

Such were the sentiments o f Nicias, delivered in the council o f  war.
But, beside his extreme horror o f the prospect o f living; under the 
Athenian democracy, with credit so impaired as it must have been by 
relinquishing the enterprize, he had reasons for his perseverance which 
he did not communicate. There were among the Syracusans some 
who, as their fellowcitizens o f the opposite party were to them the most 
odious and most dreadful o f  enemies, Avished well to the Athenian 
arms. These communicated secretly with N icias; they informed him Thucyd. 1.7, 
.accurately o f the state of things in the c ity ; they urged him to perse-  ̂
vere in the siege; and they incouraged him to hope, that the very 
distress o f the enemy and the zeal o f his secret friends, with little exer
tion on his part, Avould give him still to returri home conqueror o f 
Syracuse.

Demosthenes, uninformed of this negotiation, was unable to com- c. *9. 
prehend the conduct of Nicias; and he strenuously insisted that, if 
they must Avait for a decree of the people to authorize their return 
home, yet the army ought immediately to move from ground so un
healthy, and still more the fleet from that confined situation, in Avhich 
it could not come to action but under the grossest disadvantage./ 
Eurymedon concurred Avith him; but Nicias still opposing, deference 
to his rank, together with the supposition, and perhaps intimation, 
that he might have intelligence unknoAvn to them, occasioned a 
suspension of measures, and the armament remained in its station.

U n expected
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Tlmcyd. 1. 7
c. 46.

c 50.

27 Aug.

Unexpected success bad now prepared the Syracusans for any ex
ertion. But Gylippus and Hermocrates would not omit to profit from 
that credit which grows with prosperity. Information arrived that 
factions Avere violent in Agrigeutum; and it was hoped that assistance, 
critically given, might put the party friendly to Syracuse in possession 
o f the government. Aceordingly Sicanus was sent thither, with fifteen 
triremes ; but, on his arrival, he found matters accommodated between 
the contending patties, and the moment o f opportunity lost. Gylippus 
himself was in the mean time^more successful in a journey,: M’hich he 
undertook into the Sicel country. Besides collecting a considerable 
force among the barbarians, he was joined by a body o f Peloponnesians, 
who, to avoid the Athenian fleet, had made the coast o f Africa, and. 
thence crossed to Selinus; and he led the udiole, without’ opposition, 
into Syracuse. -

Meanwhile the Athenian armament, dispirited by disappointment, 
was also weakening daily by sickness. Intelligence, that Gylippus had 
introduced a powerful reinforcement within the Syracusan lines, excited 
new apprehension, and Demosthenes and Eurymedon regretted their 
concession to their elder collegue. Nicias at length was persuaded, 
yet scarcely persuaded, to give the sanction of his consent to the 
retreat o f the armament. He deprecated any public decision of such 
a measure by that open manner o f  voting, which, in pursuance of 
the democratical principle, was the general practice o f  the Athenian 
military’ ’̂ ; and orders were given, .with-cautious privacy; for the fleet 
and army to prepare for quitting their station. A ll was accordingly 
ready, when the full moon was suddenly darkened. None had then 
science to foresee the regular return o f that phenomenon; few could 
be persuaded that tlie cause was in the order o f nature. It struck the 
armament with terror, as a portent boding ill to their purpose: applh 
cation was made to the generals, deprecating the intended inarch : the 
augurs and soothsayers declared that, to bring the heavenly powers

** M» pattpSt yi W e
want explanation of this phrase, which the 
commentators and,translators do not give. 

, Thucydides has written for those who knew

the common forms of proceeding on such 
X)ccasions in his age, without thinking of 
the explanation that posterity might need.

again
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again to a friendly aspect, required a delay o f thrice nine days; and 
Nicias, more superstitious than the rest, affirmed that, till that period 
was completed, he would not eV'̂ en consult about removal.

There seems to have been nothing in 'this omen to persuade the. 
Athenians, more than the Syracusans, that the illboding regarded 
them. On the contrary; Plutarch gravely impute ŝ to the augurs 
ignorance in their profession; they ought, he says, to have knnwn 
that an eclipse portended rather the favor of the gods' to those 
whose purpose was retreat. Plutarchi apparently must have had a low 
opinion o f the power or o f the goodness o f the gods, which did not 
make a signal of favor intelligible, or did not dispose the favored to 
a ju st confidence in such a signal. But omens of undecided iniport, 
such is the nature o f superstitious fear, commonly were taken un
favorable by those in adverse circumstances. On the other hand,~the 
knowlege that the Athenians Beld themselves to be the objects o f the 
divine displeasure pm-tended, sufficed for the Syracusans to derive 
incouragement from the portent. , They werp confident o f superiority 
by land; the}'̂  considered the intention of secret retreat as proof o f fear 
to stand a battle. They resolved therefore not to allow the enemy to 
establish themselves anywhere in Sicily, by which the war might be 
draw.n into length, but to attack them by sea and land in their present ' 
situation, and by their total destruction to deter future invasion.

Such being the purpose, the able leaders dii-ected their attention, for 
some days, to exercise their people in whatever they judged nfost 
necessary to success in naval action. G iving then the seamen a day of 
rest, they led out the infantry, and they gained some-small advantage 
over a body o f Athenians, horse and foot, who advanced against them*'''.
On -the next day they proposed . their great attack. Accordingly c. 52.

Thucyd. I . f .  
c. 5 ll

Dodwell has beeti, I think, not suc
cessful in the calculation of days from the 
eclipse forward, and the endeyor to,assign 
to each its circumstances. He has given 
'either not due attention, or not due credit, 
to the narrative of Thucydides, which, with
out such minute accuracy, is consistent and

V o L .  I I .

clear. With regard to the delay required 
by the augurs, whether there has or has not 
been the corruption of the text o f Thucydi
des supposed by Dodwell, is little important, 
but Plutarch’s account agrees with the com-- 
mon reading.

3 C s e v e n ty -
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c. 53-
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seventy-six triremes moved from the naval station, and the whole land- 
force advanced toward the Athenian lines. The Athenians, superior by 
ten triremes, met their fleet.. Eurymedon, who commanded the right, 
to nse that advantage which superiority o f numbers ’gave, stretched 
away with a view to surround the Jeft o f the enemy. The center spread
ing,‘ to obviate the-danger *of too great an interval between the di
visions, weakened itself by making the intervals too great between 
ship and ship. In this state it was attacked by the enemy in close order, 
and presently defeated. The Syracusans then directing their principal 
effort against the division o f Eurymedon, now cut oflF from the rest o f 
the fleet, took, destroyed, or drove aground every ship, and Eurymedon 
himself was killed. The left wing, thus wholly without support, fled, 
pursued, to the shore. Such is the brief account which Thucydides 
gives of this important action; as i f  feeling too much to. relate in 
detail a defeat, for -its consequences, so deplorable, and the first, o f  
any importance, rvhich his country ever suffered at sea from an 
inferior force. With his usual tenderness for characters, he names 
neitlier N icias nor Demosthenes; and expresses no opinion, nor imputes 
any blame, otherwise than by omission. •

. Gylippus, while no part of the landforces were yet ingaged, observed _ 
from the shore the distress o f the Athenian fleet, and many o f the ships 
forced aground beyond the protection o f their stockade and their 
camp. • Immediately he detached a body, o f infantry to intercept any 
o f the crews that might fly, and to overpower those who miglit attempt 
to defend their stranded-vessels against the victorious Syracusans. 
The Tuscan allies were the nearest troops of the Athenian line. The 

. Syracusan detachment, elate with the success o f their fleet, approached 
in disorderly haste. The Tuscans, by a vigorous assault, conducted 
w'ith regularity, put them to flight. Gylippus sent reinforcement; but 
assistance coming also from the Athenian camp,' the Athenians finally 
prevailed, with some slaughter o f the enemy’s heavyrarmed, and they 
saved most o f  the stranded ships. The Syracusans however took 
eighteen, and o f  these the whole crews perished. An attempt was 
made to destroy the Athenian fleet, within its stockade, by a fireship.

The
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The wind favpred the design, but the practised skill o f the Athenian Thucyd. 1.7. 
seamen rendered it inetfectual. The Syracusan fleet then retired, and 
each party erected its trophy : the Syracusans for their naval victory,

, the Athenians for their success by land.
But the event o f the naval action, so contrary to all hope founded on 

former experience, waaa disaster $o momentous, and so little balmiced 
by tJie better fortune -pf the landforces, that the deepest dejection 
pervaded the Athenian armament. On the other hand, the Syracusans 
began to consider themselves no longer as* an oppressed people, strug
gling in the almost hopeless defence of everything dear to them; they 
looked forward to success that might intitle them vanquishers of Athens, c.-s6. & 59. 
and vindicators o f the liberties o f Greece. Accordingly they applied 
themselves immediately to blockade the port; desirous now to prevent 
the departure of that force, from which they had expected .the worst 
evils o f  subjugation; and proposing no less than to destroy, or reduce 
to the dreadful condition o f prisoners at discretion, the whole o f that 
formidable fleet and artpy.

Meanwhile not dejection only, from a sense o f disgrace, and.appre- c. 60. 
hensioni o f the swords o f their enemies, but the most urgent o f wants 
pressed the Athenians. In consequence o f the resolution taken to raise 
the siege (no suspicion being entertained that the enemy could prevent 
their departure by sea) they had forbidden farther supplies o f provi
sions from Catana. N aval superiority lost, the means o f intercourse 
with Catana were gone; and thus the desire to depart was inforced, as 
the means were rendered precarious. A  . council of war was called to 
consider of these untoward circumstances; and the taxiarcs, officers 
nearly o f the rank o f colonels in our service, were summoned to assist 
the generals with their advice. The result o f  the deliberation was a 
resolution to withdraw the whole armament by sea. This being de-. 
termined, the subordinate resolutions followed, to use all possible means 
for strengthening the fleet; and, with this view, to abandon immediately 
their extensive line o f contravallation, and reduce their works to a 
single fort near the naval station, large enough only to contain the 
baggage and sick, with a competent garrison. But naval action now, 
far different from that in open sea, where they had been long ac> '

 ̂ 3 c a customed
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customed to a decisive superiority, must be unavoidably similar to that 
in which they had already yielded to hiferior numbers. Thus late 

Thucyd. 1.7. therefore, taugtit by severe experience, they proposed to prepare accord
ingly. Upon this subject the advice o f the masters*’? o f the triremes 
was required. The lightness o f the vessel, a quality necessary to swift- 
rowing, and, in open sea, o f inestimable advantag'e within the harbour of 
Syracuse would little avail. On the contrary, to be able to maintain a 
stationary fight, as between infan try ashore, was o f  principal impor
tance. I t  was therefore resolved that every man capable o f bearing 
arms, beyond the necessary garrison o f the fort, should be taken aboard; 
that numerous bowmen, with the ablest dartmen, particularly the 
Acarnanian, should be stationed on the decks; and that, on the prows, 
grappling-irons should be fixed, which might at once obviate the shock 
o f the enemy’s stronger bows, and, preventing their retreat, give op
portunity for their own numerous heavy-armed to act. Pursuant to 
these resolutions, about % hundred and ten triremes were equipped and 

c. 65, manned.
The bustle o f preparation in the Athenian naval camp was observed by 

theSyracusans, and intelligence reached them o f the grappling-irons with 
which the Athenian prows were armed. Gylippus and Hermocrates, 
tho they could not equip eighty triremes, nevertheless determined to pur
sue the contest, so far successful, for naval superiority. Against the 
new mode of action proposed by the Athenians, they thought it neces
sary to prepare; but for this it was held sufficient to cover the forecastles 
o f their triremes wnth bull-hides, on which the grappling-irons would 

c. 69. not readily take.any firm hold.
While the animation o f theSyracusans and their Confederates seconded 

the spirit o f their leaders, among the Athenians, notwithstanding ĵ hn 
■ great superiority o f  their naval force, a general dejection j)revailed. 
The discouragement, arising from the late naval defeats, was proportioned 
to the former confidence in the opinion, supported by long experience, 
o f their decided superiority. But as the spirits o f those under his coih- 
maud sunk, the animation, and indeed the whole character o f Nicias

^  'K v C ijit iirx it

seemed
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seemed.to r̂ se. His behavior on the occasion was truly great. Little 
ambitious, under favoring- fortune deficient in exertion, and
sometimes culpably remiss in his command, his activity and animation 
increased as evils pressed and dangers threatened. None was now so 
warm in exhortation, that might restore the drooping courage o f the 
soldiers and seamen.- The state o f his health did not permit hini to 
take the command ashipboard: but he avus sedulous in attending the 
necessary preparation, and directing every arrangement. When all 
Avas ready for the proposed attempt, thinking, says the historian, he 
had not yet said so much for the incouragement o f his officers and 
people as the singular importance, o f the occasion demanded, he went 
around the Avhole armament; and speaking to each trierarc separately, 
after mentioning their superiority in numbers, and the measures taken 
for resisting the enemy’s novel mode o f attack, he exhorted every one, 
by his own glory, and by that inherited from his-ancestors, to exert him
self in the battle to insue. Leading then the Avhole to the shore, he 
there committed them to Demosthenes, Menander, and Eutbydemus, 
under whose orders they embarked, and moved immediately to the 
harbour’s mouth to force the.egress.

T h e  e n e m y , Avho c a r e f u l ly  w a tc h e d  th e i r  m o tio n s , q u ic k ly  m a d e  ximcyd. l.T , 

tOAvard th e m , u n d e r  th e  C o r in th ia n  P y t h e n ,  a n d  S ic a n n s a n d  A g a th a r c b u s ,  

S y r a c u s a n s ;  th e  C o r in th ia n  c o m m a n d in g  t h e  c e n te r , th e  S y ra c u s a n s  

t h e  Avings. W i t h  th e  firs t  s h o c k  th e  A th e n ia n s  n la d e  th e m se lv e s  m a s te rs  

o f  th e  A'essels t h a t  b lo c k a d e d  -th e  m o u th  o f  th e  p o r t , a n d  w ere  h a s te n 

i n g  t o  u n m o o r  th e m  a n d  c le a r  th e  p a ssa g e , Avhen th e  S y r a c u s a n s  a p 

p r o a c h e d , a n d  a  m o s t  o b s tin a te  b a t t l e  in su e d .

M e a m v h ile  th e  A th e n ia n  a r m y  s to o d  o n  t h e  sh o re , o b s e rv in g  w ith  

t h e  m o s t  a n x io u s  a t te n t io n  w h a t  p a sse d , w ith in  s u c h  a d is ta n c e  t h a t  

th e y  c o u l d  see  a n d  h e a r , a lm o s t  e v e r y th in g . W h e n  th e re fo re  a f t e r  a  

l o n g  c o n t e s t ,  w ith  v a r io u s  f o r tu n e  a t  tim e s  in  A’u rio u s  p a r ts , th e  a d 

v a n t a g e  o f  th e  S y r a c u s a n s  b e c o m e  d e c is iv e , a n d  th e  w h o le  A th e n ia n  

f le e t  fled  p u rsu e d , th e n  g r ie f ,  in d ig n a tio n  a n d  d is m a y  (s a y s  th e  e lo q u e n t  

h is to r ia n , a t  a  lo ss  fo r  w o rd s  e q u a l t o  th e  d e s c r ip t io n )  ro s e  t o  th e  

u t m o s t  p itc h  t h a t  a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o u ld  p r o d u c e  in  th e  h u m a n 'm in d ,  

s i n c e  n o n e  c o u ld  b e  m o re  h o p e le s s ;

E n t e r i n g
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Entering little into detail, and not at all accounting^ for the event of 
this disasterous battle, Thucydides proceeds to describe the conse
quences. The dejection that pervaded the defeated arrnaraent was so 
extreme, and the danger impending So urgent, that the sacred dues of 
the dead, objects commonly o f such anxious attention, were'totally 
neglected ; ho herald was sent to request the restitution of the bodies, 
no care was taken about their burial, but every thought was absorbed 
in the evils that pressed, and the perils that threatened, the living. Amid 
the general despair, however, Demosthenes did not lose his usual 
energy o/mind. G oing to Nicias, he proposed what might still have 
saved the greater part o f the forces. Sixty triremes remained to the 
Athenians; those o f the' enemy, tho victorious, were reduced to fifty. 
He thought it therefore very, possible still to force the passage Out to 
se^ if, imbarking that very night, they made the attempt at daybreak. 
Kicias approved, but the crews absolutely refused. ‘ To retreat,’ they 
peevishly remonstrated, ‘ Was all the generals wanted ;. they would gO 

any where by land, and fight their way, i f  necessary; but by sea the 
* experience o f the past sufficiehtlj’’ proved that they Could expect 
' nothing but destruction.’ The execution o f the salutary measure was 
thus prevented by excess o f discouragement.

S E C T I O N Ylir.

Retreat o f  the Athenians frojn  Syracuse.

C.73. G v l t p p u s  and the Syracusan chiefs, on considering the advantages 
M'hich their last success gave them, became more than ever desirous to 
prevent the departure of the enerny : the Syracusans, by the complete 
destruction o f  the invadirig armament, rvould deter future invasion; 
and Gylippiis hope^, in effeck to conquer Athens itself in Sicily. The 
opinion was general in Syracuse, and it justified the proposal o f 
DemostheriOs, that the Athenians would now think only o f retreat by 
land, and it was suonosed thev would move that very night. B ut

the
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th e  S ;f r a c u s a n  p eop le , Avearied w ith  th e  la b o r o f  t l i e d a y  a n d  e x h ila r a te d  

Avith i ts  s u c c e s s , Avere m o re  e a g e r  t o  in jo y  th e  le isu rej Avhich th e y  h a d  

'so  AA'̂ ell e a rn e d , th a n  s o l i c j to u s  a b o u t  a n y  f u tu r e  ey ;e u tS i.;, I t  h a p p e n e d  

t o o  t h a t  th e  morroAM w as t h e  f e s t iv a l  o f  H e rc u le s . A m o n g  su c h  a n  a sse m 

b la g e  o f  p eo p le , o f  D o r ia n  r a c e , a n d  o n  s u c h  a n  o c c a s io n , th e  d esirp  

o f  d u ly  c e l e b r a t i n g  th e  d a y  o f  a  h e r o -g o d , Avith w h o m  th e y  e ste e m e d  

th e m s e lv e s  so  c o n n e c te d , b e c a m e  .ir re s is t ib lc j  an d  n o th in g  c o u ld  p re -  

s u a d e " th e m  t o  q u i t  th e  r e l ig io u s  r e v e l  fo r  n o c t u r n ^  m ili ta r y  e n te rp riz e . 

H e r m o c r a t e s ,  A vho*had b e e n  a t. % s t  m o s t  ju rg e n t  fo r  m a r c h in g  im m e 

d ia te ly  t o  in te r c e p t  th e  A th e n ia n s , kncAV h is  fe llo w c itiz e n s  an d  m a n k in d  

t o o  w e ll t o  a t te m p t , in  s u c h  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  t o  f o r c p  in c l in a t io n : b u t  his  

f r u i t f u l  g e n iu s  p ro v id e d  s till  a  r e s o u rc e  f o r  th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f  h is p u rp o se .

I n  t h e  e v e n in g , so m e  p e rs o n s  u n d e r -h is  d i r e c t i o n  Avent o n  h o r s e b a c k  

t o  t h e  A th e n ia n  c a m p ; :a n d  a p p r o a c h in g  e n o u g h  t o  b e  h e a rd , w h en  

th e y  c o u ld  b e  l i t t le  d i s t i n c t l y  seen , p re te n d e d  th e y  w ere o f  th e  p a r ty ,

A vhich h a d  b een  a c c u s t o m e d  to  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  N ic ia s .  F in d in g  

c r e d i t  s o  fa r , th e y  c h a r g e d  th o s e  \yhom th e y  h a d  in g a g e d  in  c o n v e r - '  

s a t io n , t o  g o  a n d  te ll  th e  g e n e r a l , ‘ t h a t  t h e  p asses w e re  a lr e a d y  

‘ o c c u p i e d  b y  th e  S y r a c u s a n s ,' a n d  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  th e re fo re  d o  Avell n o t  

‘ t o  m o v e  t h a t  n ig h t , b u t  Avait a n d  c o n c e r t  h is  m e a s u re s .’ T h e  f a ta l  Thucyd, I T -  

b a i t  Avas ta k e n , a n d  th e  n e x t  d a y  w as s p e n t b y  th e  A th e n ia n s  jn  

v a r i o u s  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  th e  m a r c h .

B u t  G y lip p u s  a n d  H e r m o c r a te s ,  h a v in g  y ie ld e d  m  th e  m o m e n t  to  

th e  Avishes o f  th e ir  p eo p le , fo u n d  m e a n s , b e fo re  th e  m o rro w  e n d e d , to  

i n g a g e  th e m  in  th e ir  o w ii v ie w s . T h e i r  v ic to r io u s  fleet Avent t o  th e  

A t h e n ia n  n a v a l  s ta t io n , a n d  h o  O p p osition  b e i n g  a tte m p te d , th e y  c a r 

r ie d  o ff , o r  b u r n t  o n  th e  s p o t , e v e r y  sh ip  th e re . T h e  a rm y  a t  th e  sa m e  

t i m e  m a r c h e d  o u t , u n d e r  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  G y lip p u s , an d  o c c u p ie d  a ll  

th e  p r in c ip a l  p asses a ro u n d  th e  A th e n ia n  c a m p , a n d  in  - t h a t  l in e  o f  

c o u n t r y  Avhich tlie  A th e n ia n s  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  p ro p o s e  t o  t r a v e r s e .

O n  t h e  n e x t - d a y e v e r y  th i n g  b e in g  p re p a re d , a s  fa r  a s  c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s  Avould p e rm it , o rd e rs  w e re  issu ed  b y  t h e  A th e n ia n  g e n e r a ls

The third from the naval action, ac- who counted the day itself of an action first,
•cording to the phrase of Thucydides, and the next day |s second, and so forth, 
the usual manlier of reckoning of the Greeks;

m a r c h in g .
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marching. The pen o f Thucydides and the language o f Athehs are 
wanting, to describe adequately the scene presenting itself upon that 
occasion; when, iri the bitterness o f aijtient warfare, every horror 
offered itself to expectation, that the human body can suffer or the 
human mind conceive. No light distress arose from the reflection, 
that, instead o f fulfilling the lofty hopes o f their enterprize, the whole 
o f so powerful a fleet was destroyed ; that, through their failure, ruin 
threatened their coifntry; and that, instead o f returning, as they had 
so lately with reason expected, conquerors o f Sicily, an ignominious 
flight was their only, and that almost a hopeless resource, for avoiding 
slavery or death. But, in the circumstances o f  that flight, many 
dreadful considerations, many lamentable' objects, presented them
selves, striking home to the feelings o f every individual. The dead 
lay yet unburied; and the recollection, or, in many instances, the sight, 
o f  a relation or a friend so neglected, struck not only with grief but 
with horror. Y et the voices and the actions o f the many living, whom 
wounds or sickness disabled for the march, tlieir complaints, their ex
postulations, their prayers, their embraces, and the painful, yet fruitless 
endevors o f some to follow their friends, were still more distressing 
tjian the compunction which arose from the neglect, impious as it was 
deemed, but so far excusable as it was unavoidable, of the still and 
silent dead. Mutual reproach then, and self-reproach, for that share 
which any had had in superinducing or inhancingthe public calamity, 
■ whether by promoting the enterprize, or by obstructing the retreat, 
occasionally aggravated the bitterness of woe. Such, in short, says 
the historian, was the accumulated weight o f present misery, that it 
threw the whole multitude into tears ; and, absorbing the apprehension 
of farther danger, took away almost the desire, and even the power to.* 
move. . ,

At length 'the march commencing, resembled that o f a whole city 
flying from a besieging array; This is the remark o f  the cotemporary 
historian,- drawing a cooiparison from among those circumstances 
which distinguish antient from modern times. For the numbers, he 
continues, including attendants, were not less than forty thousand. 
Attendants however were o f Jittle imoortance: mostlv slaves, they

d e s e r te d

    
 



S e c t . V I I I .  R E T R E A T  O F  T H E  A T H E N I A N S . iS8S

deserted openly ; and in the instant o f the army’s moying, the greater 
part disappeared. -Thas even the cavalry and the heavy-armed were 
reduced to" carry their own provisions and necessaries; some being 
without attendants, some mistrusting those who remained to them: 
and the small' portion o f provisions they possessed demanded every 
care, since it was far from being equal to their probable wants.

Am id the extreme dejection and anguish, not without jeason per- Thucyd. LT. 
vading the armament,. Nicias wonderfully supported the dignity o f 
his character and situation. Individually the distress o f the existing 
circumstances appeared not to affect him ; his only anxiety seemed to 
be to relieve that o f  others, and to diffuse incOuiagement among all.
The historian’s authority for the: remarkable words he attributes to 
him on the occasion, tho not stated, certainly might be go,od: but 
whether we consider them as eonyeying the sentiments o f N icias or o f 
Thucydides, they are highly interesting, as they mark the opinion 
entertained of the divine providence, by a man of exalted rank, o f  ex- - 
tensive information and experience, just and religiously disposed, but 
never taught to consider tliis life as a state o f probation, and to 
expect, in futurity, the reward o f good or the punishment o f evil deeds.
From the head of the line, according to Thucydides, exerting his ’voice 
to the utmost, that be might be heard as extensively as possible, Nicias, 
with an unruffled countenance, desired the troops to advert to his c.77, 
own case: ‘ I ,’ he said, ‘ aril in body (you may see indeed the state 

to which sickness has reduced me) vei-y Tar from being the strongest 
among you'. In  the blessings o f high fortune I  was once inferior to 
none : but now I  must, bear every present evil, I  have to apprehend 

'every tlireatened danger, in common witli the lowest under my com
mand. Such is my lo t; who have always been regular and zealous 
in every duty to the gods; and not only, as far as depended simply 

.on myself, scrupulously just, but liberally charitable'among men.
Hence I have hopfe and confidence that our fortune will change for 
the better. The affliction we now suffer is surely beyond pur desert; 
the enemy have already been sufficiently fortunate; and if  our enter- 
prize against this country has Offended any o f the gods, it carinoj; be 
but our present evils are adequate punislxment, Eor we are not the 
VoL.ir. 3D ‘ first
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‘  first who have drawn dlir swords in the attempt, unjuslifiable-be it. 
‘ confessed,. to subjugate and reduce to slavery ©4ir fellow-creatures,^ 
‘ and seize to ourselvea their possessions. In doing thus, doing only- 

■ ‘ what is ordinary among men, others have suffered for it only what 
‘ men may bear. We therefore have surely reason to hope, that the. 
‘ gods will at length moderate their apparent excess of vengeance 
‘ against us>; objects, as. we are already become,, o f  pity rather than, of 
‘ indignation. . ,

‘ Confiding thus; far then in .the divine mercy, let us look to what,. 
‘  meer human things consideredi our circumstances are, and surely we 
‘ ought not to despond. Such a force as we .possess, with so large a 
‘ proportion o f regular troops  ̂ wherever we establish our-abode, we are 
‘ not-only a formidable army, we are a commonwealth; Certainly no 
 ̂ Sicilian state, Syracuse excepted, will easily drive us from ..any situ- 

‘ ation we may occupy; or even prevent us from occupying any. w e 
‘ may desire. To be safe, indeed, we Have only to reach the Sicel ter-' 
‘  ritoi’y ; for their fear o f the Syracusans insures to us the friendship 
* o f  the barbariansi Firm minds- and orderly conduct then are 
‘ principally necessary to your welfare; and not to yours-only, but.that 
‘ •of the Athenian commonwealth; which, however lahientahly fallen 
‘ through our misfortune, it may not be beyond our ability to restore 
‘ since the strength o f a state consists,, not in itowns .̂ not. in territory:,
‘ not in ships, but in men.’ .

H aving thus spoken, Nicias led the march; the army being disposed 
in two divisions, with the baggage between them; himself commanding 
the van, pemosthenes the rear. The road chosen was. npt toward their 

, Grecian friends o f Naxus and. Catana, but that by which they hoped 
most readily ta  reach the Si cel country; .where soonest they inight find 
food and safety, with leisure to Concert farther measures. A t the ford . 
o f the Anapus, very little distant from their camp, th ey found a body 
o f Syrachsans posted to oppose the passage. These they soon forced 
to-retire^, but the enemy’s horse and light infantry, hanging on their 
flanks and rear, gave such continued annoyance, that, after a march 6f 
only five miles,, finding a rising ground comniodious for the purpose, 
they iacamped for the night. On tlie nej^t tjay tjiey made still Jess

proavess.
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progress. Want o f provisions induced them to halt, after a inarch of 
only tWb miles and a half, in a plain where, beside collecting cattle 
among tlie fainis and villages, they could supplj’̂ themselves with water, 
for therr.progi'ess over the hilly and dry country, vdiich lay next in 
-their wa}  ̂ But, on̂  the third'day, the Syracusan horse and light- 
armed, in larger force than before, gave so much greater annoyance, 
that, after many’ hours wasted in unavailing attempts to repress them, 
■ the distressed Athenians returned to the camp they had last occupied. 
N or could they profit, as on the preceding day, from their situations 
even to obtain water, such was tlie enemy’s superiority in cavalry, was 
••difficult and hazardous. ' '

Errors in conduct, evidently in the opinion of Thucydides, had oc
curred'; thoilgh hedias avoided, as usual, the express declaration o f any 
•opinion. Either change o f plan, or some greater effort than had yet 
been made, was clearly indispensable. On the next mbrning, there
fore, they moved earlier than usual, and pressed their march, with the 
view  to occupy the Acrajon-^lepas, the ffrst narrow at the entiance o f 
the highlands. '  But the opportunity lost was not so easily recover
ab le: their slowness had given the enemy time, b6th to discover their 
intended coarse, and to profit from the know lege; and on their arrival 
a t the Acrseon-lepas, they found not only an armed force to oppose 
them, but the natural difficulties o f the pass increased by a fortifica
tion. An assault nas immediately attempted, which was not infhe 

/•moment successful, ' Meanwhile a storm came on; such, says the 
historian, as in the autumnal season is common; but, in the present 
waiie o f the Athenian affaii-s, and the despondency its consequence, 
everything Avas construed as an i l l  olnen, and the generals could Hot 
-persuade their troops to renew the attack. A s constant exertioH tends 
fo maintain the animation which success has raiso<:i, so new and un
expected opposition cbnimonly inhances the depression of the unfor
tunate. Gylippus, attentive to every opportunity, and observing the 
hesitation o f the Athenians after their repulse, sent a body o f men to 
raise a fort in their rear, "so as to intercept their retreat. The Atheniau 
g-enerals, however, found no difficulty in checking this purpose. Their 
force wa.s indeed yet suck' as to deter the enemy from giving them

3-d 2 ■ ' '  battle i
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battle; and accordingly they again chose their camp for the night 
■ within the plain. '

But on the TOorrow, when they moved again, still with the view to 
force the passage o f tile mountains, they had no sooner quitted their 
camp, than the’ Syracusan horse and light-armed were upon their flanks 
and rear,.. I f  they halted to repel the-annoyance, the enemy instantly 
retreated; but the moment they resumed their march, thenttack was 
lenewed; and this so repeatedly and efficaciously, that after advancing 
only one, mile through the plain they incamped again. Then the Sy- 
■ racusans also retired to their camp.

The distress o f the Athenians was now become very great: while 
•numbers were suffering from wounds received in the many skirmishes, 
all were in almost total want o f provisions and o f all necessaries. Tlie 
generals therefore came to a sudden resolution, to break up their camp 
by night, and take the road toward the sea, the direct conti’ary to tliat 
whi6h they had been hitherto following, and on wdiich the enemy 
waited to intercept them. For, pursuing along -tlie coast :the Way to 
■ Camarina and Gela, they might still reach the Sicel territory, by a 
more circuitous course Indeed, but through ;a more level, and open 
couiitTy. The usual fires were lighted, to obviate suspicion in the 
-enemy, and then the army w'as silently assembled and the march begun. 
Kicias led, with a hasty pace, yet preserving.due regularity. ’ Through 
-some unknown fatality, alarm and tumult arose in tlie division com
manded by Demosthenes. Order was after some tinie restored; but 
the two divisions were completely separated.,

The Syracusans, as soon as day broke, perceiving the' Athenian camp 
deserted, in the usual temper o f demoeratical jealousy, began to cri
minate Gylippus, as if  he had traiterously permitted the enemy to 
escape. To discover which way so large a body had dii’ected its'march, 
was however not difficult, au4 shortly ail joined in .zealous pursuit. 
Demosthenes, notwithstanding the misfortune which had retarded 
him, had before daybreak reached the road leading frorn Syracuse to 

■ Elorus. A  little farther he found a body o f  Syracusaais raising works 
to dbstiuct his passage across the gully,'through which flows the brook 
;Cacyparis. These, he soon dispersed. According to  the plan con- 

5 ■ ■ certed
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■ certed wfth Nlcias, Jie should then haive turned up th e; course o f the 
Cacyparis, to gain the intei ior country:; but, by the advice o f his 
‘guides, he proceeded, still near the coast, to the brook Erineus; an4 

. there the .cavalry of the Syracusan arttiy overtook him.
From the first there seems to hive been some difference o f  opinion 

between the Athenian generals, concerning the manner o f conducting 
the retreat. Nicias. thought the safety o f the army depended, beyond 
all things, upon the rapidity o f  its march: the Insult of assault should 
therefore be borne, and halts made, to repel attacks, only when they 
threatened very important injury. This evidently was what Thucy
dides approved. But Demosthenes was more disposed, on every occa*

'sion, to revenge with the view to deter annoyance, Ko, sooner there
fore were the Syracusan hofse now pressing .upon his rear, than he 
changed that line o f march by which he could ibest gain ground, to 
form his troops so as to act most efficaciously against the enemy. The 
■ Syracusans saw their opportunity, and pushed by him while he halted.
Their infantry quickly came up, and Demosthenes was surrounded.
Too late discot'ering his error, he took the best measure that circum
stances would then admit,-occupying a willed inelo.Sure near at hand, 
where the enemy’s horse could not reach Mm, and where’ he could 
-defy even their heavy-armed infantry. But repeated sufferings, in the 
course o f this long waf,*and especially the affair o f Pylus, had taught 
the Lacedasmonians -the value of light troops and missile weapons.
Gylippus, employing the heavy-armed only in false pr in desultory at
tacks, made principal use o f  his bowmen, darters, and sliugers; and 
from these, through the remainder o f the day, the Athenians had no Thucyd,l,jr; 
rest. la th e  evening, when many were thus, wounded, and all w o rn  

with hunger, thirst, and fatigue, he sent a herald with a proclamation, 
promising liberty to any o f the ilanders who, would come to the Syra
cusan camp and surrender their arms. N ot :many, even in so hopeless 
-a situation, when all the evils, that the barbarity o f antient warfare 
could inflict, were impending, wopld forsake thejr general and theM 
comrades; an instance o f fidelity deservMg, notice the more, as the 
common conduct o f the Athenians would not seem to merit such 
attachment from their subjects,; and while it does honor to them*

selves
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selves and to Demosthenes, it certainly reflects some credit on the'go* 
vernment pf-Athens. So desperate indeed;M"ere the' circumstances, 
that, in the same evening, Demosthenes capitulated for the rest o f  his 
troops, surrendering himself and‘them prisoners of war, v lth  no other 
stipulation than that none should stilfer death, either through violence 
oi* for ^/ant o f  sustenance. W ith their arms they gave up all their 
money, throwing it into the hollow o f shields held to receive it, and 
four shields were thus filled with silver. The prisoners, in number 
about six thousand, -were immediately conducted to Syracuse.

Meanwhile Nicias, having ascended some way by tl>e course of the 
Gacyparis, crossed to the Erineus % passed that streanf, considerably 
above the scene o f Demosthenes’s fate, and incamped on some high 

Thucyd. 1.7 . ‘-ground near the farther bank. Early next morning the Syracusan 
army hastened in pursuit, and the horse quickly overtaking him, gaVe 
infbrrriation o f the capitulation made by Demosthenes, and summoned  ̂
him to surrender himself and the forces under-his command. Re
fusing credit to such intelligence so transmitted, he asked a safe- 
'conduct for a horsepvan o f hisow n to'm ake the inquiry, which ivas 
granted. The return of his messenger assuring him o f the fact, he 
then sent to propose, in the name of the Athenian corafnonwealth, 
reimbursement to Syracuse o f all the expences o f  the war, upon con
dition only that the troops under his command might depart in safety-; 
■ and for security he would leave Athenian citizens as hostages, one for 
every talent that would thus become due* The proposal viws rejected, 
and the, Athenian army was quickly surrounded by the multitude of 
the enemy; who >vould hov'ever neither make nor sustain any regular 
attack, but continued, till evening, unceasing annoyance wit-h missile 
•weapons.
» Among the distresses o f the Athenians, not the least was the want of 
provisions. Gould they have supported the enemy’s assaults on their 
present ground, they could not have subsisted there. Nicias there
fore, about midnight, called to arms as silently as possible, ufith inten
tion to pursue his march : but the watchful enemy perceived his mo
tions, and immediately sang the piean, Upon this he gave up thp 

^  Tins appears from,a comparison of the 80th chapter of Thuey-dides with the 83d,.

design,
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design, and remained in his cam p; but a body o f about three hundred  ̂
without bis orders,, made a successful push at the enemy’s line, broke 
through, and, under favor o f the* obscurity, quickly gbt beyond im- 
mediate pursuit. Nicias waited for the dawn, and then continued his 
march. Even then the enemy, under the able conduct of Gylippus and Thucyd. 1. 

Hermocrates, would come to no regular action, but only infested, as sept. 8. or 

before, with missileweapons and desultory charges o f cavalry. Sicily, rather aboue 
tlirough the greatest part o f its extent, is high land, intersected with 
numerous valleys, whose sides are commonly steep, and the banks o f 
the streams, flowing through them, often craggy. A t no great distance 
from the camp, which the Athenians had quitted, the river Assjnarus 
has a deep and rocky channel. While extreme thirst urged their steps 
to its stream, they hoped that, i f  they could once 4'each its further 
bank, they should gain some respite fi’om the annoyance o f the ene
m y’s cavalry; and the light-armed would be less formidable, whem 
unsupported by the heavy-armed and.horse. But, notwithstanding alt 
the exertion which such motives inforced, Avhen they reached the.' 
bank the enemy’s heavy-armed- were close upon them. Discipline’ 
then yielded to the pressure o f evil felt and danger threatening..
W ithout any order they hurried down the steep, pushing^nd tramp-- 
ling on oneanother; and, in the tumult,*some were- destroyed by the 
lyjears o f their comrades. The flrst object o f  most was to assuage 
intolerable thirst. Meanwhile the enemy’s- light-armed, acquainted! 
with: alb the ways, reached the opposite bank “before them, and the 
whole Athenian army, inclosed in the hollow, waS exposed, helpless, to) 
missile weapons, on both sides. The Peloponnesians at length led: 
the way for the Syracusans, down into the bottom, to complete the 
slaughter; while the Athenians, still resisting to the utmost, were so- 
pressed by extreme thirst, that, in the midst of-action, many q f them, 
would drink thci turbid and bloody water; and even fight for^fc.

Already they were lying dead,in heaps in the river, while the horse TtiHcyd. l.'7». 
pursued and cut off any who could escape up: the banks, when Nicias, 
whom nothing could induce to submit to the Syracusans, found oppor— 
tuuity to surrender himself to Gylippus. That generah then com-- 
manded to give quarter, anclwas pbeyedji Among the rocks, and in

the.'.
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the windings o f the stream  ̂ a large munb'er o f the Athenians found 
opportunity for either concealment or flight: the rest were made pri-. 
soners. N o Capitulation was made, as for the division under De
mosthenes: and, prisoners being valuable as slaves, the Sj-racbsan 
soldiers were diligent in embeziling them as their private property. In 
this they were so successful, that the prisoners o f  the Syracusan state 
remained comparatively few. A  detachment was sent after the three 
hundred who broke through the Syracusan line in the night, and took 
them all. The public prisoners, with v/hat spoil could be collected, 
were conducted to Syracuse;

I t  Jvould have been a glorious and a singular triumph, for Gytippus, 
to have carried the Athenian generals, the two most illustrious men of 
their time, prisoners to Sparta; one distinguished for his friendly dispo
sition toward the Lacedaemonian people,, the other for his successes 
against them. But the jealous, cruel, and faithless temper o f 
democratical despotism disappointed his just expectation. A  de
cree o f the Syracusan people condemned both to death, and they 
were executed. In the antient democracies, the most Worthless 
individual, touching at any time a'chord in consonance with popular, 
passion, could procure the sanction of soverein authority for any vil
lainy. For where neither one person nor a select body was responsi
ble, but the whole people, truly despotic,- were' the common authors of 
every public ac% the shame o f flagitious measures was so> divided that it 
was disregarded. For any one to own himself author o f  the black de
cree against N icias and Demosthenes, the one intitled to the protec
tion, o f the Spartan general, the other under that o f  a capitulation 
solemnly granted in tite name o f the Syracusan people,,appears, fora  
time at least, to  have, been avoided. Thucydides says the circum
stances immediately leading to the measure ŵ ere not, in his time, with 
any certainty known at Athens. I t  seems likely to-have been in.the 
desire of those concerned, to shift the black imputation upon others, 
that it was by some throwii on Gylippus. The party politics o f after- 
times led the SiciliaEt historian Timasus fo  calumniate Hermocrates. 
But Diodorus, who, may have had sources o f information, not open to 
Thucydides, and who, tho a zealot for democracy a^d o f  little judge

ment
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ment,' was o f  m uch candor, attributes the, motion for the flagitious 

decree positively to D io d e s, then a leader o f  the depiocratical party,

• afteru^ard, as Ave shall see, ruler o f  the republic, and always the opponent 

o f  Hermocrates. A n d this well agrees with those circumstances con

nected w ith the measure, w hich T hucydides proceeds to rdate, as all 

he co u ld  obtain toward elucidation o f i t  T h e  fears, he says, o f those 

w ho had carried on ^treasonable correspondence with Nicias, induced  

them, i f  not to promote, y e t  to concur in the vote for putting him to 

d e a th ; and the Corinthians had particular enm ity to him, apprehen

sive, for some cause not explained to us, that his restoration to pou'er • 

in A th en s would be injurious to their interest. A ll authorities how

ever agree that it was a public and solemn decree o f  the Syracusan  

people which consigned the Athenian generals to  execution

Meanwhile the miserable remnant of their once flourishing army, 
the greatest ever sent out by any one Grecian state,' Avas reserved fof 
a still severer lot. A vast quarry in the hill of Epipolte, Arhence the 
stone bad been principally taken for buildiirg the city, AÂas judged the 
most secure and commodious place for the confinement of such a mid- 
titude o f  men, so versed in the use of arms. Itvto this the freemen Avere 
conducted, to  the number of about seven thousand : the slaves Avere 
sold by public auction. B u t the faith of the Syracusan people, so ' 
shamefully broken Avith the generals, Avas not very religiously kept AAuth 
those of iriTerior rank. O n the contrary, their Avhole conduct was 
marked with a spirit of deliberate cruelty, the general vice, it must be 
confessed, of the_ fairest days of Greece ; which yet ought not to be 
attributed to the disposition of the people, since it was the unavoidable 
result of the political state o f the country. T h e Syracusans sarv, in the 
Athenian prisoners, not generous enemies, but Oppressors, Avho Avould 
have reduced them to the deepest misery. 'T h o  food therefore was not 
denied, yet it was given in quantity barely sufficient to support life ;  

and cruelty Avas still more shown in the scanty allowance of Avater.

** -flutarch, in his life of Nicias, pro
fesses to  have taken particular pains to col
lect and collate whatever remained to his 
time concerning the expedition against Syra-

V o i .  II.

cuse; but his account is satisfactory chiefly 
as it tends to confirm that of Thucydides, 
without adding scarcely anything of any' 
importance.
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HISTORY OF GREECE.  Chap.XVIII.
N o  shelter was afforded from the inclernency o f the sky;  and while 

th e reflected heat o f  the m idday sun, in the open and capacious 

dungeon, -was scarcely tolerable, the chill o f a u tu m n al‘iiigh t made an 

alternacy very injurious to  h e a l t h . N o  means-wei’e given to avoid  

their own filtlr; .no'care was tak en ,o f those who sickened ; and, when 

any died, as m any did, some o f unattended wounds, some o f  disorder 

caused by various hardship, the bodies remained to putrefy among their 

liv in g  com panions; and the eloquent historian, here as ori a former 

occasion, failin g o f  words to his mind to describe the extreme misery, 

sums up all w ith  -saying, that no sutfering could possibly result from 

so wretcbed a situation, which was not experienced b y  the Athenian  

prisoners. Tow ard the end o f november, aftern  confinement o f  about 

seventy daj^s, the ilanders, and others w'ho wdre not citizens o f  Athens, 

or o f some G recian  tow n o f  Sicily  or I ta ly ,’ were taken out for the  

milder lo t o f  bein g sold to slavery. T h e Athenians, w ith the Sicilian and 

Italian Greeks, Remained; and w e are not informed -that they were ever 

released. '. .  ‘

M eanwhile those, o f  the army under N icias, who, instead o f  public  

-prisoners o f  the Syracusan state, had been m ade the private property 

o f individuals, suffered variously, according to the condition or temper 

o f  the masters, under whom th ey fe lly  and, o f those who had escaped 

b y  flight, few fared b etter; for, unable to find subsistence, they were 

m ostly reduced to the hard resource o f  offering themselves, ih any town  

th ey could reach, to  voluntary slavery. Thus, says the historian, all the 

towns o f  Sicily  abounded with G recian slaves. A  few only had the good, 

fortune to m ake their Avay, im m ediately from the field o f  action, to the 

friendly c ity  o f  Catana, whence they g o t their passage to A th e n s ; but 

afterward others found means to fly from bondage to  the same asylum.

In  the miserable state o f  servile dependency, to  w hich 'su ch  numbers 

o f Athenians were reduced, the science, literature, fine taste, and polite  

manners o f  A then s are" said to , have been beneficial to many. Some, 

who were fortunate enough to m eet with masters o f  liberal disposi

tion, were treated, with the respect due to superior’accom plishm ents; 

some were even presented w ith their freedom.. Since the days o f  

Hieron, the literature of Gjeece or Ionia had little  m ade its way to,

. S ic ily ;
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S ic ily ;  and, throHgli defee,t o f  m atefiaW  cc^ies o f  books ŷel'e not yet  

readily multiplied. B u t m any o f  tbe Athenians retained, b y  niemory; 

m uch o f  the A^orks o f  Euripides;; Avhose m oral' and pathetic strairts» 

Avhich they used to sing as the solace p f thejr bondage,' singularfy 

touched.tlffi Sicilians.. Euripides lived to receive the grateful acknovy- 

legem ents o f  some who returned to Athens, and related Avhat kindness 

th ey  had received in servitude, or what relief in beggary, for'the plea

sure th ey gave b y  .speaking, singing, or teaching, his verses.

■ i) , E S
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c h a p t e r  xcx.
Affau’S of G reece, from the Conclusion of the Sicieiait 

Expedition till the Return o f A lcibiaDes to Athens, in 
the Tvyenty-fourth Year-of the Peloponnesiait War.

S E C T I O N  ]

Effects at Athens o f  the News o f  the Overthrow i?i Sicily: Effects  
through Greece o f the Overthrow o f  the Athenians in S ic ilf  ' Cfiange 
in thepolitical System o f Lacedcemon. Measures o f the Peloponnesian 
Confederacy f o r  raising a Fleet. Proposals fm m  Eubcea and Lesbos 
to revolt fro m  the Athenian to the Peloponnesian Confederacy.

Tivueyd. I. 8. ^ T ^ H E  licws o f the total destruction o f  the m ost powerful armament 

 ̂ ever sent out by- any G recian state, snpposed so far from the

danger o f  such a catastrophe that it  was capable o f  accom plishing almost 

any conquest, bein g first brought to  Athens b y  no official messenger, 

b u t com m unicated accidentally in the uncertain w ay o f  reports, did 

not im m ediately find credit. P lutarch relates th at a foreiner, landing  

at Peiraeus, w ent into a barber’s shop, which, lik e  the modern coffee

house, was the usual resort o f  idle newsmongers in th e Grecian cities 

(as, w e find, afterward in R om e) and spoke o f  the event as what he 

supposed would o f  course be w ell known there. T h e  barber, w ith more 

zeal than discretion, went im m ediately into the city, and communicated  

the intelligence to the archons; who, w ith the natural an xiety o f  

magistrates under the tyranny o f  a despotic m ultitude, summoned an 

assembly o f  the people, and produced the barber to declare his news. 

T h e people, in  extreme agitation, demanded his authority. , T h e in

cautious man could produce none: he had no previous acquaintance  

w ith the person from whom he received the inform ation, and knew not

• where •

Elut. vit. 
Hie.
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where to  find hitn. T h e indignant m ultitude immediately ordered the 

barber to  the torture o f  the wheel, (a mode o f  punishrrient nowhere exa ctly  

described to us, but which it seems might.^ be borne long’,) and he wa<t 

not released till some o f  the more fortunate few, who had escaped from 

the scene o f  woe, arriving, confirmed the uncertain intelligence. E ven  Thucyd. 1. g. 

these, henvever, M̂ ere not at first credited for the full extent o f  the 

m isfortune. M ultiplied concurring testimonies at length removing 

every doubt o f  the m agnitude o f the calamity, then public anguish  

becam e extreme. Popular rage began with ven tin g Contumely against 

the orators who had advised the expedition; as if, says the historian, 

the people themselves had not directed it ;  and, in fact, the people in  

assem bly bolding the executive as well as the legislative governm ent,' 

every one being free to propose, and sometimes a  majority with tum ul

tuous clamor com m anding measures, there could be no duly respon

sible minister. From the orators'then the public anger extended to the 

soothsayers, augurs,^ interpreters, any who had contributed to establish 

th e b elief that the gods w ould favor the project o f  conquest in Sicily.

B u t in this excessive irritation o f  the public mind, fear soon became 

the prevailing passion. Private losses o f  friends or relations, w hiclt 

stim ulated t]re first movements, gave way to the consideration, that 

the com m onwealth had n ot such another body o f  citizens, in the prime 

o f  life, as that which had been so rashly committed, to destruction, nor ’ 

such a fleet, nor naval stores to fit such anothei^ mor funds to supply 

the accum ulated wants w hich the conjuncture created; and then i f  

followed, that nothing less was to be expected then, the appearance o f' 

the enem y’s victorious n a vy before PeiiEeus,. and the blockade o f Athens, 

b y  land and sea.

I n  th is general consternation, however, there were not wanting either 

able heads or m agnanim ous minds am ong the Athenians, and the 

crisis itself gave  them th e power to take th e  lead. W ise measures, 

and the most vigorous th at circumstances admitted, were accordingly  

resolved on; to restore the navy, to collect stores, to raise money, aud 

to  save it, b y  abridging, not private luxury, w hich was y e t moderate,.

* ’£ } Te» »rg«??v«fT9- k, t.,*.—£ lut. vit. Nic,.

but
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b u t public luxury, w hich was already immoderate 'in  Athei\s*, and, 

above all things, to  obviate the defection o f  the allied and subject 

states, particularly o f Eubosa, the most valuable dependency o f  the 

commonwealth, and without w hich the population o f Athens could not 

easily subsist. B u t the depth o f misfortune, irito w hich their own folly  

had precipitated them, induced, am ong the Athenian people, a con

sciousness th at a multitude is unfit to direct execu tive government. 

T o  obviate therefore the extravagancies o f  unbalanced democracy, a 

new council o f  elders was created, whose office was to.deliberate on all 

public measures, previously to their being proposed to the general 

assembly. T h is indeed was providing fo r,th e  prudence o f executive  

government, but not for vigor, not for secresy, not for dispatch; qua

lities which couffi. meet in the Athenian administration on ly, when a 

Them istocles or a Pericles, general at the same tim e and demagogue, 

controuled b y  no council, could first resolve on measures, - and then  

command the approbation o f  the general assembly. N ever however 

were the Athenian people so disposed to moderation, order, and at

tention to wise advice as in the present crisis. ‘ I t  was so resolved 

‘ therefore,’ says the cotemporary historian em phatically, ‘ and it was 

done; and the summer ended.’

M eanwhile the attention o f  all Greece, was excited, and the politics 

o f  every republic put in motion by the blow which A th en s had received 

in Sicily. Apprehension o f the consequence o f  so great an addition 

to  the power o f  th at ambitious and resiles republic, as the conquest of 

Sicily m igh t have given, had been very general and very serious. N o  

evil that could befall the aristocracies, which, composed the Lacedremo- 

nian confederacy, was so dreadful and so odious as subjugation under 

the tyrannous rule o f  the A thenian m ultitude. N o r  was Lacedmrhon 

itself \nthout alarm ; for tho the conquest o f  .Sparta was not likely soon 

to be accomplished by the Athenian arms, y e t there was no inferior evil 

wliich m igh tm o t be" expected, and quickly. A lready the L aced em o 

nians beheld, not only many o f  their-dependencies wrested from them,

* Puker iias a judicious note upon the - to explain wlial, Tor want of better inquiry 
passage of Tbiicydides, wiiich I have thus' into the state of Athens at tlie tiine, he evi- 
pafi'.phrased." 'I'he h'Sioiiast has undertaken dently did not understand, • - •

hul
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but two garrisons established, within their own Country, infesting a  
large part of it with devastation, to which they could neitlier prescribe* 
bounds nor foresee an end. A t the same time the Athenian fleets so 
decidedly commanded the seas, that no prospect appeared of means for 
competition with them on that element; insomuch that not only the* 
Lacedaemonians were unable to extend, protection to any allies beyond 
the ready reachof their landforce, but the extensive line of,the Laconian 
coast m ast be continually, open to insult. In ah these things the 
catastrophe at Syracuse made a change, that nothing but the mad am
bition, or madder jealousy, ofndespotic multitude could have produced; 
and that change Avas immediate and almost total. The navy of Athens 
Avas no longer formidable; the Peloponnesian fleets now; commanded 
the seas.' - The.allies of Lacedmraon, therefore, no longer fearing any
thing from the enemy, became only anxious for exertion, that they 
m ight speedily, as they trusted they could easily, complete tlie purpose 
o f the Avar, arid relieve themselves from burdens under Avhich they had 
been long uneasy. The neutral republics, at the same time, thought the 
moment come for deckling their party, before it AVas yet too lafc ta  
claim merit for the decision. But the principal effect Avas seen among 
the subject states of Athens*; who, Avith anadvised eagerness, pressed 
forAvard in revolt, taking it for certain that the Athenians Avould be 
unable to maintain the war through the insuing summer. Meanwhile the 
Lacedsemonians, Avith the characteristical coolness of their gov'eniinent, 
injoyed the vieAV of this various fermentation, and prepared to profit 
from it to the establishment of their owii permanent superiority over 
all Greece, to AA'hich they now looked as an acquisition completely 
Avithift thelrpoAver.

A m ong the circumstances of these times, a change in the Lacedsemo- 
liian system, Avhich considerably affected the general politics of Greece, 
AV'ill require notice. The Lacedaemonian’ kings,'Avho in Lacedremon, 
except* when presiding a t some religious ceremony, Avere scarcely 
distinguished from the mass of citizens, being obliged, iii all political 
business, to yield to the tyrannical authority of the ephors,. injoyed, 
in the command of armies abroad, a  more truly royal state as Avell 
as a more efficacious royal authority. The interest Avhich they thus

' ' * ' ' had
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]ia3 in l(?ading‘ their country'into long and distant-wars, had been 
restrained by the law o f Lycurgus, forbidding such M'ars; and that 
law, inforced sometimes Ijy the opposite interest o f  the ephors, had 
been much more effectually and constantly inforced by the poverty of 
the Lacedaemonian commonwealth. Nevertheless, before the Persian 
war, Cleomenes, by ingagingthe state in frequent hostilities, appears to 
have acquired 'extraordinary power; and afterward, in the new and vast 
scene of action which the Persian war opened, Pausanias, tho not king 
b ut meerly regent and general o f  the republic, was able to prosecute 
ambitious views to a great length; His own imprudence indeed, more 
than any other obstacle, seems ,to have ruined hi» purpose: and the 
insuing doumfaTl of the powerof Sparta checked,for a time, the ambition 
o f its generals and kings. When the Peloponnesian war broke out, 
Archidamus, a prince advanced in years, and of a character singularly 
amiahle, prudent at the same time and philanthropic, seems to have 
had no object, in command, but the good o f his country and of all 
Gi*eece. His son Agis, a man o f moderate talents, rvould prehaps not 
have attempted innovation, i f  circumstances had not led to jt. . He 
succeeded to the throne in an early stage o f a most complicated and 
lasting M̂ ar. Error in conduct, apparently the consequence o f error in 
judgement, produced, as we have seen, very severe censure upon him 
from those who, in Lacedremon, had,legal authority to.censure and 
even to punish kings. Afterward, by his success at Afantinela, he 
acquired some reputation. He was still in the vigor o f his age, but of 

. large experience, when the establishment o f a standing force in Deceleia 
gave him, what none of his predecessors ever injoyed, a perennial mili
tary command. Here he found himself really king: here he was free 

Tinuyd. ],8. fioiu the vcxatious and degrading controul o f the ephors: here be might 
not only use at discretion the troops immediately under his orders, but 
he had authority to levy forces, raise contributions, exercise fominand 
among the allies of the commonwealth, anti treat with forein states, 
Tims vested with independent power, he was of course respected, and 
could niake himself feared ; so th at much more tleferencfc was paid by 
the stales c f  the confederacy to Agis, in his garrison at Deceleia, than 
to any Spattaii king at home, or even to the Spartan goverjdroent itself.

i i ' .The
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The residence of his garrison therefore was not unlikely to be preferred 
to th at'o f his capital. These were consequences apparently not in the 
view o f the Lacecliemonian administration, when the advice o f  the 
Atheniafi refugee was taken for the permanent occupying* of a post in 
A ttica ; yet the circumstances o f  the Lacedasinonian government 
prevented any effectual effort to check them.

The establishment of a public revenue at Lacedaemon seems to have 
been a departure from the spirit, at least, o f Lycurgus's sj'stem. When 
such an establisimient Avas first made, we are not informed ; Jaut we 
find Archidanuis, iir the debates preceding the Peloponnesian war, 
speaking o f i f  not as a ne w thing. The length o f that war, and. the 
extent o f the scene of actipn, would make attention to the revenue 
more than ever necessary; and thus again a new interest was created, 
intimately connected with' that which led the kings to desire Avar 
always rather than peace, and any residence rather than that of Sparta.
Through the husiness of the revenue, the leading men'at home might 
have an interest in yielding to the king’s Avish for forein command; and 
hence the influence o f the king, tho at a distance, might keep together Thuevd. 1. s. 

a party, in- Lacedsemon. Agis in his command at Deceleia did not 
neglect this policy.

The Lacedannonian gOA^ernment now,Avith serious earnestness, applied c. 3. 
themselves to Avhat had been their professed purpose at the beginning 
3f the Avar, the ■ acquisition of a fleet to rival that of Athens.
The project, then Avild, Avas become at length practicable. Instead

five hundred triremes, originally proposed, one hundred Avere now 
'equired of the confederacy. ’ The Lacediemonians themselves under- 
;ook for tAventy-five. An equal number was appointed toBoeotia, fifteen 
mly to  Corinth, fifteen to Locris and Phocis, ten to Arcadia Avith 
Pallene and Sic.yon, and ten to Megara, Troezen, Epidaurus, and 
llermione. Agis Avas directed to collect the contributions for the pur- 
jose from, the northern states. Accordingly, Avith such an escort as he 
udged sufficient, he marched from Deceleia about the beginning of 
November; and afterfeceiving*what had been assessed upon the friendly,' 
le proceeded to increa.se the sum by taking from the hostile. Turning

V o L . IL  3 F toAvard
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toward tlie Malian ^ay, he carried off considerable booty from the 
CEt^an vallies; and then, advancing* still northward/he compelled the 
Phthiot Achaians, with some other tribe$ subject to the Thessalians, in 

Thucyd. 1.8. defiance o f the I'csentment of that people, to deliver hostages*and pay 
contributions. , • ••

Meanwhile the Athenians, recovered in some degree from the first 
emotions o f grief and alarm, and submitting themselves to able gui
dance, were taking measures, suited to tlieir reduced circumstances, 
for resisting the impending storm. Their first diligence was directed 
to the collection o f naval stores, and the building o f ships; for on the 
possession o f a powerful fleet everything depended. Their next care 
was to increase the security o f vessels passing betwen Euboea and Athens; 
for without free communication with Euboea, the city, could not easily'• 
be subsisted. W ith this view therefore a fort was erected on the pro
montory o f Sunium. Thus, but especially in the renovation o f the fleet, 
a large but indispensable expence would-be incurred, .which wpuld 
inforce the necessity o f parsimony in matters o f  inferior moment. ‘ The 
garrison was therefore withdrawn from that post in Laconia which had 
been occupied by Demosthenes in his %vay to Sicily, and measures 
were taken to reduce unnecessary expenees, and establish exact economy 
in public affairs. Thus, says the cotemporary histonaiij in the close 
o f the nineteenth year o f the war, preparations were making on both 
sides, as i f  war was just then beginning.

But,it -was not possible for any prudence, among the Athenians; to 
prevent that consequence o f their late misfortune, which they most 

 ̂ apprehended and their enemies most hoped, the defection o f their allies 
and the revolt o f their subjects. The Eubmans, whose country was so 
important to Athens,, that a better gov^rnrnent would never have left 
it in the situation o f a subject-state, but would have given its people 
one interest with themselves, were foremost to take measures for break
ing their dependency. The residence o f the Lacedasmonian king in 
their neighborhood offered new opportunity for the'intrigues o f the 
discontented : the consideration' o f the force that he could command 
from the surrounding states, in addition to that constantly under his 

1 ordhs.
    

 



Sect.I. D E F E C T IO N  OF.SU B JE C T  STATES peom A TH E N S. 

Orelcts, .gave large inCouragement; and, soon after the arrival of 
the news, of the Sicilian defeat, a proposal was communicated to Agis 
from a strong party in Euboea, to bring over the whole island to the 
Lacedremonian confederacy. Agis gave assurances that the force 
under bis command should be employed in their favor, and in com
municating the project to the Lacedemonian administration, he used 
his interest to promote their cause.* But the cautious government of 
Lacedmmon, tho unwilling to reject so advantageous a proposal, was 
nevertheless little disposed to any spirited exertion for assisting it. 
Three hundred only o f  tliose palled neodamodes;,. newly-admitted 
citizens, were granted for the service^ who, under the command of 
Alcamenes, marched into Attica.

A gis was taking ’measures for transporting this body into Euboea,
when a‘ deputation from Lesbos, also proposing revolt, reduced him to
difficulty. His desire coincided with the wishes both of the Euboeans
and the Lesbians; but neither people.could effect their purpose without

*■
assistance, and he was unable to give it at the same time to both. He 
was already ingaged to the Euboeans; and their extensive country, 
almost adjoining to the co^st o f Boeotia, whether as loss to Athens, ■ 
or gain to the Peloponnesian confederacy, was far more important than 
the smaller Hand of Lesbos, on the other side of the iEgean. But 
the Boeotians, the most powerful o f the allies o f Laced^mon, had a 
strong partiality for the Lesbians, whom, as of .®olian race, they 
considered as • kinsmen; while the . Lesbians, tho .connected by no 
political interest, r evered the Boeotians as the chiefs o f their blood. 
Agis, whether considering the interest o f Lacedaemon or his own 
interest,' desirous o f gratifying the Boeotians, resolved' to postpone 
•the business of Euboea to that o f Lesbos. Accordingly, without any 
communication With Laced^mon, he ordered Alcainenes to conduct 
to Lesbos that very force, which had been sent by the Lacedaemonian 
government for the express purpose of assisting the revolt in Euboea.

40?
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S E C T I O N  II.

Implication o f Grecian mid Persian Interests. Death of Arta.v- 
erxes dnd Succession o f Darius I I .  to the Persian Throne. Effect 
o f  the terrors o f  an Earthquake. Congress o f  the Peloponnesian 
Confederacy at Corinth. Isthmian Games. Naval success o f the 
Athenians in the Saronic Gulph. Influence o f  Alcibiades in the 
Spartan Councils.^ A  Peloponnesian Fleet sent under Chalcideus, ac
companied by Alcibiades, to codperqt^ xvilh the Satrap o f  Caria and the 
revblied-Ionians. Increased Distress o f Athens. Preaty o f  Alliance 
between Lacedcemon and Persia.

’ N ot all tlie sounding vauntsand ingenious panegyrics,* o f later writers, 
mark so strongly the ascendancy which the little commonwealth of Athens 
had acquired-in thfe politics of the civilized world-, and the degree to 
which it bad repressed the force, or at least the spirit, o f  the vast empire 
o f the east, or display so clearly the superiority, which a few consenting 
thousands, ably directed, may acquire over ill-governed millions, as 
the cotemporary historian’s simple narrative o f the consequences o f 
the Athenian defeat in Sicilyn "That event in the west presently set 
the east in motion, and the affairs o f  Greece became in a new way impli
cated with those, o f Persia. Darius had succeeded his father Artaxerxes 
in the throne. Artaxerxes, tho an able prince, and interrupted by no 
considerable forein wars, had exerted himself, through a long reign, 
with very incomplete success, to restore vigor to the unwieldy mass 
o f the empire. While his cares were employed in composing the dis
orders, which troubles, preceding, his accession, had produced in the 
central parts, the connection with the.distant provinces remained loose 
and imperfect; insomuch that, independently o f any e-ffort o f the satraps 
for the purpose, a ihore independent power accrued to them, than could 
consist with the good government o f the whole. Thus, upon the 
appointment o f  Tissaphetnes to the satrapy o f Caria, Amorges, natural 
son o f the late satrap Pissuthnes, • was jneouraged to revolt; not

perhaps
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perhaps in professed opposition to the soverein of the empire, but to 
the new satrap only. Regardless, however, o f the mandates o f  the 

, prince, and in defiance o f the arms of his officers, he rnaintained him
self in the Carian mountains.

But the wants o f the Persian government pressed upon those to 
whom its powers were delegated, in proportion as its Aveakness incou- . 
raged opposition to tliem. The satraps were required to remit from 
their provinces, not only the accruing tributes, but the arrears. From 
the time of the'Vic lories o f Cimon, most o f the Grecian towns in Asia 
had been tributary to Athens, and fiiany o f them- since those of 
Xanthippus and Leotychidas. The jealousy o f the Athenian govern
ment allowed few to remain fortified; yet the terror o f the Athenian 
nam e.kept them secure, as far as history informs us, against any Chap.̂ i5, 
attempts from the Persians, except in one instance, when sedition at this tlisu  

Colophon afforded an opportunity, the advantage o f which, howe'vr, 
was o f short duration. Nevertheless the Persian court affected to con
sider all those towns as still appendages o f the empire, and a tribute 
assessed upon them was required from the satraps’ . The wretched 
policy o f Athens, in the government of its dependencies, so far pro
moted the views of the Persians, that there was in every Asiatic city' 
a party, composed mostly o f the higher ranks, wdio w'ere ready to prefer 
the more liberal supremacy of a Persian satrap to the oppressive and 
insulting tyranny o f the Athenian people. Under these circumstances 
it appears difficult to say which Avas most wonderful, the strength of 
the little commonAvealth o f Athens, which could.hold such a command, 
or the Aveakness o f the vast empire of Persia, which could not recovet 
its dominion. The'plea o f inability from the satraps had at length been
alloAVed at the Persian court, so far that the arrears o f  tribute due from Thucyd.*!. 8.

- 0. 5.
Tissaphernes, for the Grecian towns within his satrapy, aa'Cre no longer '•

® What we find from Thucydides upon upon'the Grecian towns in Asia, and hj- 
this subject, in the fifth and sixth cliapters gaged that no Persian troops should come 
of his eighth book, implies the strongest within three days march of the western 
contradiction of the report, transmitted by coast. See note 11.. sect. 3. .ch. Jl»  of this, 
later writers, of a treaty of peace, by which History, -  •
the court of’ Persia gave up all claim

demanded*
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' demandecP. But at the same time that this indulgence was granted, 
it was with reason required that a Persian subject should not be al- 

Thucyd. 1.8, lo^yed to maintain himself in rebellion: Tissaphernes was commanded .
to send Amorges, alive or dead, to Susa. T o effect even this, however, 
either means were deficient or conduct, and Amorges continued to 
defy the Persian -power. ■ -

I t  was very generally supposed that, b y the defeat in Sicil̂ ,̂ the 
command of the sea was completely lost to Athens ; and, throughout 

. the Asiatic Grecian cities, the' aristocratical party were immediately 
looking out for means o f mending their condition by revolt. The 
Lesbians had.begun: the Chians and Erythrmafis followed : but, diffi
dent o f their own strength, their first irieasure was to communicate 
with Tissaphernes. The satrap, however, did not think himself able, 
with his own force, to give them protection; but he gladly united his 
interest with theirs, and together they sent ministers,to Lacedasmoh. 
A t  the same time Pharnabazus,- satrap o f the provinces bordering on 
the Hellespont and the Euxine, with the same view of, acquiring re
venue from the Grecian cities within his satrapy, was also desirous of 
forming an alliance with tlie Lacedsemonians; who would probably 

 ̂ rather see those cities tributary to Persia, than sources of revenue to 
Athens.* He employed, for his ministers on this occasion, two refugee 
Greeks, Cailigeitus, a Megarian, and Timagoras, a Cyzicene, wlio 
arrived at Lacedaemon about the same time with the ministers from 
Tissaphernes and from Chios and Erythrae. The Lesbian ministers, 
who had been negotiating with Agis at Deceleia, also met them there.

The contest Avhich insued, for preference in the Lacedasmonian 
alliance, gave Opportunity for intrigue, in which Alcibiddes was likely 
to enter and likely to be successful. Endius, *ephor of the tear, 
■ was of that Spartan family with w'hich principally his family had had

We are'little exactly informed of the 
extent of the several satrapies, or o f  the, 
powers, privilege^ and duties of the satraps. 
We learn however from • Xenophon- '(Hei. 
1. 3. c. 1. s. 5. & eeq. &•»:. 2. s. 10.) that' 

..Caria Was the proper satrapy, of Tissa-

phernes, and (An'ab. 1. 1. c, 1. s. 6 .) that 
Ionia was added to’ his command by the 
king’s particul^ favor; but his authority, at 
least in the absence of other officers, was 
often extended over Sardis and great part 
of Lydia.

antient

    
 



S e c t . IL  P O L IT IC A L  IN T R IG U E S A T  LACED.UMONL 407

ahtient hospitality, and Endius was now his particular friend. With 
A gis he was not upon good terms.; it was therefore his purpose to 
make Endius also the enemy o f A g is ; and, the opposition o f interests 
among those \̂dlo were contending for the Lacedajinenian alliance, 
afforded means. Agis favored the pretensions o f the Lesbians, whose 
cause he had already adopted. Alcibiades persuaded^Endius to favor 
the Chians ; and grounds were not wanting for giving them the pre
ference: they possessed np less than sixty ships of w a r i n  every cir
cumstance o f military strength they were superior to any among the 
Asian Greeks; yand what was perhaps a still more important considera
tion, their alliance would carry with it that o f the powerful satrap who 
commanded the south-western provinces o f Lesser Asia. These mo- 

■ Ĵ ives, urged-by the ability of Alcibiades, persuaded Endius, and, with 
him, a majority o f those who‘ directed the councils of Lacedfemon.
A  treaty was accordingly concluded with the Chians and Ery- 
thrreans, and forty ships o f war were voted, to  support them in their 
proposed revolt. Ten, under Melanchridas, were ordered to sail while, 
it was yet winter; but the superstitious terror which an earthquake in
spired, gave some, check to the measure. The earthquake apparently 
was supposed to portend that the command o f Melanchridas would be 
inauspicious; for the Lacedemonian government immediately ap
pointed Chalcideus to supersede him, and reduced tlie squadron to 
five ships. • ' •

The part o f Sparta being thus taken, and, almost in the same instant, timcyrl, 1. *. 
the usual want o f energy in her councils demonstrated, the Chians be- ' 
came«apprehensive that intelligence o f their negotiation would reach 
Athens, and they might be attacked before succour, sufficient for their 
protection, would arrive. Toward spring therefore they sent again to* B. C, 412. 
Laced^mon, urging the necessity of early assistance; and the ability 
o f Alcibiades and the power o f Endius being united, to promote their 

.cause, it rras resolved that the whole fleet in the Corinthian gulph, in
cluding the squadron prepared by Agis for the expedition to Lesbos, 
should be dragged across the isthmus, and proceed for Chios.

. Before this was carried into execution, however, it was thought 
proper to hold a congress of the confecferacy; and Corinth was

appointed

oi 91 4
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appointed for the place o f meeting. Agis attended from Decejeia. He 
bad the prudence not to mark any resentment at the interference with 
his command, or any way to irritate an ad m mist ration ill disposed to 
him, by oppo.sing measures on which thej'had a constitutional right 
to decide; and yielding thus in part, he carried also a part o f his pur
pose. In conformity to the proposition from Lacediemon, the congress 
resolved, that tlie whole fleet should go first to Chios, under the com
mand o f Chalcideus, who M'as then superintending the equipment of a 
squadron on the Laconic coast; that, when the Chians were put in a 
state o f security, Alcamenes, the officer named by Agis, should take the 
command and proceed to Lesbos; that, when the business there also 
was completed, the command should pass'to Clearchus, who should 
conduct the fleet to the Hellespont, and act with Pharnabazus. ,

The fleet in the gtilph consisted o f thirty-nine triremes. Twentj^- . 
one were in all haste ha\iled across the isthmus; and it was the wish of 
the congress that these should sail without delay. Thus, it was hoped, 
the Athenians, having their attention, divided between the division 
sailing and that remaining to sail, would act'effectually against neither.

Thucyd. 1.7. But it happened that the season o f  the Isthmian games was at hand;
•

and such was the respected sanctity o f the armistice upon that occa
sion, that even the Athenians might come and go and stay in safety. 
The preparations therefore would become unavoidably notorious; and 
even themegotiations; in-which so many persons, with various interests, 
had communicated, would probably not remain long secret. But the 
very circumstance o f the games, wd)ich increased the anxiety of the 
other confederates for the instant departure o f the squadron, deter
mined the Corinthians not to stir. The force o f Athens, they said, 

•was already broken; and nothing to be apprehended from, any dis- 
covtjry o f the purposes o f the confederacy, nor any obstacle that could 
arise from a little delay, was o f importance enough to prevent a large 
portion of their citizens from partaking in that magnificent and, 
sacred festival, .whose period would recur only in the revolution of four 
years. -

The. negotiation had indeed been conducted with such care that 
nothing transpired. But the movements o f  the fleet excited suspicion ;

. the
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the persons discovered to be coming and going directed suspicion' to 
its object; and Aristocrates,'one of the generals of Athens, was sent td 
Chios. . His instructions directed him to inform liimsel/ of the state of " 
things in the'iiand, and, as a precaution, to require that the shipsj 
which, according to the terins o f  the confederacy, the Chians were 
homfd to furnish for the Athenian fleet, should be immediately sent to 
Peirreus. The j>roposed revolt was a measure intirely of the aristocrat 
tical party, and not yet communicated to the general assembly, or to 
an y in the deinpcratical interest. The leaders therefore, thus taked 
unprepared, denied any intention to break their antient connection 
with Athens, and, in conformity to the requisi^on, they sent seven ships 
to jo in  the Athenian fleet. ' ' •

A t  the celebration o f the Isthmian games many Athenians attended : 
the preparations were seen, the purpose suspected, and measures 'were 
taken at Athens accordingly. The festival was no sooner concluded 
thcin the twenty-one triremes, already trapspoi^ted across the isthmus; 
sailed under the command of Alcamenes. The Athenians attacked 
them with superior force; the Peloponnesians were defeated; Alca*- 
menes was killed; one trireme was taken ; the others reached a desert 
port o f the Corinthian territory on the confines o f .Epidauria, called 
Peirrfeus. The Athenians followed, but did not think proper 'to attack c. n . 
them there.' According to the- usual mode o f naval operation in that 
age, leaving a few triremes to watch them, they withdrew with the rest 
to a small iiand near the coast, where they incamped.

Intelligence o f this action occasioned much alarni in Corinth. The 
•neighboring allies were summoned, and, with such force as could be 
hastily assembled, the Corinthians marched to protect the defeated 
armament. Where soldiers were citizens, not under any regular mili
tary command,.-but having every one a vote in the decision of-all 
public measures, it was often more difficult for the administration to - 
get a service o f tedious inconvenience performed, than one o f 'great 
momentary danger. Accordingly, the first proposal, concerning the 
ships in the desert harbour of Peii iEUs, Avas to burii rather than under
take a lasting guard upon them, in such a situation. . After some deli- 
hevation, however, the cbtisideration o f the expence'add diflidulty b f ‘

VoL. i l .  3 G  ■ ' ' repairing
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repairing the loss, induced the resolution not to submit'to it without a 
struggle. The ships were therefore hauled ashore, and a considerable 
body o f infantry incamped fo r 'th eir protection.. ' Inform ation 'of 
the defeat -and death o f Alcamenes being in the'mean time carried to 
Lacedaimon, not only the departure o f the squadron under Chalcidens 
was stopped, but it.was proposed at once to give up all the great views 
of advantage, that had been opened on the other side o f the^E,gean.

The ascendancy o f Athenian genius showed itself, even in those cir
cumstances which contributed most to the downfall o f the Athenian 
empire. W hat the Lacedtemonian administration had neither fore
sight to plan nor spirit* to execute, the illustrious but unprincipled 
Athenian refugee, participating, through the ephor his friend, in their 
closest councils, planned and executed for them. He urged that, if

1.8. the small squadron under Chalcideus hastened to Chios, before the 
news o f the disaster on the coast o f Peloponnesus, arrived there,- the 
acquisition o f that iland, might yet be effected. He would himself 
accompany the squadron; he would represent, in proper terms, the 
weakness of Athens, and the power and zeal o f Lacedremon ; and he 
doubted not of accomplishing the revolt, not only o f Chios, but o f all 
Ionia. Such were the inducements which he held out generally. In 
private he farther stimulated Endius \vith a display o f  the credit, which 
such an acquisition to the Lacedmmonian confederacy would bring to 
his administration, and of the still more important'advantages o f an. 
alliance between Lacediemon and the court of Persia which would be 

ready consequence. In the circumstances o f the moment all was 
in his own power: if  he neglected the opportunity, everything would 
pass from him to his rival Agis. . , ’

Thus incited, Endius became earnest in prosecution o f the plans o f 
Alcibiades : they were adopted by the Lacedmmonian administration,- 
and Chalcideus, accornpanied by Alcibiades, sailed for Ionia. In their 
passage, to prevent communication o f intelligence, they stopped all 
merchant-ships they fell in withj compelled them to follow as far as 
Corycus on the Asiatic coast, and there dismissed them. Deputies 
from the leaders o f the Chian revolt shortly came to Corycus, and the 

■ fleet then proceeded for Chios. Its arrival occasioned universal asto-
. nishmcnt
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nishment and alarm, except among the aristocratical leaders,, who were 
completely prepared. The council, according to previous concert, waŝ  
s ittin g ; and Alcibiades and Chalcideus were received by. it to make 
their proposals. They boldly asserted that a large fleet was on its way 
from Peloponnesus: fortunately for them not a rumor o f the,defeat on 
the Corinthian coast had reached Chios; a decree was proposed for 
renouncing the Athenian and ingaging in the Peloponnesian confe
deracy; and, without any material opposition from the demberatical 
party, it was carried. The Erythraeans immediately followed the ex
ample ; and, three,ships ohly being sent to Glazomenee, that city also 
joined in the measurer Thus, with the small force of only five tri
remes, Alcibiades struck a greater blow against his country, than the. 
Lacedtemonians and their confederates, after all the great advantage 
gained in Sicily, had almost dared to meditate.

The affairs o f Athens were now in such a situation, that it was Tlmcyd. l.a. 
judged lawful and necessary to recur to the deposit o f a thousand 

- talents, set apart in  the beginning o f the war for cases o f extremest 
necessity. N o enemy’s fleet yet .blockaded the harbour of Peirajus (the 
emergency specified as the requisite justification), yet, on the arrival of 
intelligence o f the reyolt o f Chips, the danger was thought scarcely 
less pressing than if  ̂ Athens- were actually invested. , For, the most 
powerful ally o f the commonwealth having set the exarhple o f revoR, 
it  was concluded that the other allies and subjects would follow ; and 
thus there would be aw end of those resources without which the war 
could not be supported. The prohibitory decree therefore was repealed, 
and a kind of confidential vote passed, directing that every effort 
should be ma’de for raising a fleet, the most powerfnl that circumstances 
would allow, and that the speediest exertion should be used, for saving 
the dependencies yet remaining to the commonwealth, and recovering,. 
i f  opportunity should occur, those which had already revolted.

The directors o f executive government, thus vested with discre
tionary powers, sent instant orders for arresting the crews of the Chian 
ships acting ivith the fleet the Corinthian boast. This was success
fu lly  executed : the free were imprisoned, the slaves declared free, and 
the ships were replaced by an equal number o f Atheiiian ships. Eight

3 g a triremes
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triremes. remained equipped in* the harbour' of Peir®us : they, were 
dispatched for Asia under the command o f Strombichides: twelve, 
nearly ready, were ordered to follow, under Thrasyclesj , and thirty 
were put in preparation to be sent after them as-soon as possible,

Strombichides hastening to Samos,- obtained one Samian,ship only to 
reinforce his small squadron. Receiving then intelligence of a revolt' 
proposed at Teos, on the Asiatic main, he proceeded thither, and ar
rived just in time to prevent the immediate effect o f a negotiation with 
Tissaphernes and the revolted cities of Clazomenaj and Erythr^e, sup
ported by a body of troops from each. He had however scarcely com
posed [matters, when information reached him that Chalcideus was 

' . approaching with his squadron, now increased, by re'ihforcement from 
Chios, to twenty*three triremes. Totally unequal to resist such a 
force, which would be assisted bj'̂  cooperation of the combined army,' 
he withdrew hastily to Samos. The Clazomenians and Erythraeans 
were then admitted into Teos, which became a member o f  the Pelopon
nesian confederacy; but, the Athenian interest being supposed still 
prevalent among die lower people, the fortifications on the inland side, 
o f the town, were demolished.'

c. 17, Alcibiades had old and hereditary interest in Miletus,, and he pro^
posed next to iiigage that, the richest and most important of the 
Asiatic Grecian cities, in revolt against Atliens. In thus promoting 
the Peloponnesian cause, however, it was not possible that he should 
have the Peloponnesian interest at heart. The success :of the opera
tions, which had been carried on under his direction, had been so rapid, 
so uninterrupted, so important, and so little expected, that he could 
not but have great present credit for it. But one powerful party in 
Lacedjemon was already hostile to him, and the moment his'services 
'ceased to be necessary, he would have to apprehend more-jealousy 
than gratitude among the other. Moreover, with the insuing. annual 
change o f magistrates there, the ephor his friend would go out of 
office, and a new comraander-in-cliief woujd supersede Chalcideus; 
whom his friend’s interest, and perhaps liiS own recommendation, had 
raised to the command, and who seems to have acted in it constantly 
under his influence. His next measure accordingly seems to show a 

5 - - ' purpose
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purpose adverse to the interest o f those in whose service he was in- 
gaged. -Having, together with Chalcideus, pursued Strombichides as, 
far as Samos, they proceeded -to Chios, where they completely changed 
their crews, putting the Peloponijesians ashore, to act as heavy-armed 
infantry in the guard o f the iland, and taking ChiSn seamen in,their 
room. The. pretended purpose was to give security to the aristocrati- 

,cal party in Chios, against the deniocratical, who were less satisfied 
with tlie late change. But Alcibiades had evidently other views. In 
persuading the Ionian cities to rCvolt from Athens, it was his purpose 
to attach them.as much as possible to himself, and as little as possible 
to Lacedaimon: an Ionian force would be more manageable in his 
hands than a Peloponnesian; and with an Ionian force he m igh t. 
accomplish what a Peloponnesian w’ould prevent. Ostensibly, how
ever, he was still the most zealous as well as the ablest promoter o f the 
Lacedsemonian interest. Thrasycles, with his squadron of twelve tri
remes from Attica, had joined Strombichides at Samos., Apprehensive 
for Aliletusl they hastened their course thither. But Alcibiades was so-  ̂
secret and so rapid in his measures, that, when they anchored off the 
iland o f Lade, at the mouth of the* harbour, he \vas already received 
into the city, and his friends w'ere in possession of the government..

A  new event in Grecian politics followed ; a treaty o f alliance be
tween Tissapliernes, in the name of the Persian monarch, and Chal
cideus, in that of the^acedaeniouian republic. The terms of this treaty

* -  ' *
■ were perfectly accommodated to promote the purposes o f Alcibiades, 

but not at all honorable to Lacedsmon or to Chalcideus. By tjie first 
article a most dangerous concession was niade to Persia j. for it was' 
declared in general terms, ‘ that all the country and all the cities Thncĵ d, 1,8, 
‘ which had belonged to the predecessors o f the king should belong '■  *

'* to the king.’ It was then added, ‘ that the kingy with the Lacedie- 
‘ monians and their allies, should in common prevent the accruing 
‘ o f any revenue, and o f any advantage whatsoever, from those cities 
‘  to the Athenians ; that the king, with the Lacedmmonians and their 
‘ allies, should carry on. war against the Athenians in common-  ̂ that 
* neither party should make peace without the other ; that if  any sub- 
‘ jects o f  the king should revolt, th ey, should be held as enemies by ■

‘ the
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‘ the Lsicedcbmonians; anti tHat e^uaMy if  aiij' allies p f the Lacediemo- 
* nians .should feV’oit,’ (foF by -that, term the renuHCtation of aliiaiTec 
with tlie leading state was described) ‘ they should be held as' enemies 
' ‘ . by the king.-

0 1. 9 1 . 4.
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■ J^mgreis nf' R e x d f  Exertions o f  AtJiens  ̂ Siego^of
Chiefs: B a tfh  &f M iietm . Stirxieo o f 'BuEeiotp'ftnncsian Avmmtent 
tor the s^trUp Of Cariu. Efpi'Um OffiterSy With. the title o f  Harmqst,

. placed irt. the C iti^  o f  the 'Confederacy, dissatisfaction o f the 
Eeloponneifim^ mth-the Sdirap. Operations o f  the adverse Arma-' 
•merits., arid Intrigues among the Astatic Cities. Change in the 
Adm inisfaiion ( f  Sparta. Commissioners, shut from  Sparta to Ionia, 
reftise to confirmfhe Tfeatpreith'the Satrap, lievolt ( f  Rhodes to 
theEclopounesian Confederacy.

Y he riehe» o f Persia beiiTg thus, by treaty ingaged to assist themilitary 
g force o f  the Pelojabiinesian confederacy, the povver collected against- 

the tottering dCininioii o f Athens, rhight seern more than sufficient to 
' insure its almost instant downfall. But party divisions and eonstitu- 

tional sTiiggishuess prevailed*in Lacedsem and the opposite interests 
. o f different common \vealtKs impeded evSry: measure o f the iconfederaey f  
while, the pressure of esitreme danger iniforemg.'ftbanimi in the 
Athenian councils, ‘such was '.tlie energy o f. the adm>nistration, and 
such still the leso iu cescf file eomman.wealth> that* Athens was already 

. again approachin^vfb a superiority at sea. ' .
8* Diomedon, conduetingl from, A ttica â  reinForcement o f  sixteen ships 
■ to  the fleet on the Asiatic station, ^took four Chian triremes, froni 

which however the crews esGapCd. ThcPelapohnesians and their allies 
. njeanwhile obtained the more ■ impprtantadyantage o f ingaging iii revolt 
the towns o f Lebedus and Erse oh the Continent, and afterward the" 
city o f Alethynine in Besbo^, the only brie o f the il înd remaining to 
Athens. - But that wretched system o f Grecian policy, whieb, equally'

under'

    
 



Sect . III . E X E R T I O N S  O F  A T H E N S .

under Lacedeemoniaii as under' Athenian supremacy, kept the higher 
and the lower people every>vhere at perpetual enmity, afforded oppor
tunity for the Athenians, the moment they could show a force at sea, 
to give a turn, in all maritime cities, in favor of tile democratical 
interest. Diomedon therefore, proceeding to Teos, where the demo
cratical interest was strong, recovered that city to the Athenian alliance. 
l^Ieanwhile the body o f  the higher people o f  Samos, more depressed 
than all others since their reduction, on their former revolt, were pro
posing to seize the opportunity that seemed to offer, through the 
prevalence o f the Peloponnesian arms, for mending their condition. 
The lower people, having intelligence of the design, rose upon them, and, 
with the assistance o f the crews o f three Athenian trifeines then at Samos, 
overpowered them, put to death two hundred, an'iS driving about foul’ 
hundred more to seek their personal safety by flight, shared among them
selves the property of all. Nothing could insure to Athens the domi
nion o f that valuable Hand equally with this measure, at which humanity 
shudders. 'B u t indignation will rise higher at the following conrluct 
o f  Athens. The massacre and robbery were rewarded by a decree.of 
the Athenian people, granting to the perpetrators the independent 
administration of the affairs of their iland, which, since the last 
rebellion, had been kept under the immediate controul of the Athenian 
government.

VEhile success was thus beginning to shine again upon the Athenians, 
on the eastern side of the fEgean, they met with an unexpected reverse. 
nearer home. The Peloponnesian ships in the Corinthian Peirceus, to 
the number of twenty,' making a sudden attack upon an Athenian squad
ron o f equal force w^atching them, *g*ained the victory and took four 
ships. Astyochus was then sent from Lacedasmon to conduct the 
victorious squadron to Asia, there to assume the command in chief 
o f the fleet. '

The exertions of the Athenian government, nevertheless continued 
to be efficacious. Leon, bringing from A ttica a fresh reinforcement 
o f  ten ships, proceeded with Diomedon to Lesbos; and,, tho Astyochus 
arrived in time to interfere, yet by their able management, with theep- 
bperation o f the democraticalyarty, they recovered the whole o f that

important
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important ilancl. They proceeded to Cla^omence >on the continent, 
and that city also renewed its connection with Athens. "Such, in short 
had been the energy of the Athenian administration, and such the 
supkieness -of the Peloponnesian.s, that the Athenian fleet in the Asiatic 
s6as could now be divided arid yet everywhere superior. The squad
ron of twenty triremes under Thrasycles and Stroinbichides had not 
moved from Lade, but watched'there for an opportunity o f advantage, 
hlaking a descent on the .Milesian lands, they defeated  ̂ the troops 
whrch, iinder Chalcideus, the Lacedannqnian coramander-in-chief, 
marched out against them, and Chalcideus himself was killed; but 
their force was insufficient for any attempt against the town of 
Miletus. \ ,

Naval superiority however being recovered, it w'as determined to 
carry on operations against Chios with a view to the reduction o f the 
itand ; and the Chians had the mortification to find, 'contrary not only 
to their own expectation but that o f all Greece, that their revolt had 
been determined on without due precaution and ju st foresight Till 
the present conjuncture, the affairs o f Chios had long been managed 
with a steddy prudence, uncommon among the Grecian, cities. M o
derate in prosperity,^ blameless toward their neighbours, and using 
their increasing, wealth and power for no purpose o f ambition, but 
directing their politics meerly to secure the happiness they injoyed, 
their ilaiid, from the time o f the Persian war, had never seen an enemy 
within its bounds. The Athenians now prepared tro attack it on all 
sides. They occupied the forts o f Sidussa and Pteleus, in the Erythrsean 
territory, and the little, ilahds OSnussse, between Chips and the main, 
as naval stations whence to infest the Chian coasts. Debarking troops 
then in three several places, they defeated at each' the forces which 
opposed them; and witli such slaughter that the Chians attempted 
action in the field no more : g iv in g  up the whole o f  their rich territory 
for ravage, they shut themselves within, their walls. Under such 
circumstances it was likely that the democratical party would belookr 
ing for means o f accommodation with the Athenians. The leading men, 
aware o f this, sent information o f  their apprehensions to Astyochus, 
who in consequence .came from E rjthroi with four ships,

■ I t
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I t  was now toward the end o f summer vdien'a fresh and powerful B. C. 412.
' reinforcement arrived at Samos from A ttica; fifteen hundred Athenian '
heavy-armed, a thousand Argian, and a thousand o f the various other Afters Sept 
allies o f  Athens, Phrynichus, Onomacles, and Scironidas commanding^,
From Samos they crossed to the Milesian territory, and landed there.
E igh t hundred heavy-armed Milesians under Alcibiades, Avith the Pelo
ponnesians who had been under the orders o f  Chalcideus, and a force 
o f  Asiatic infantry and cavalry, led by the satrap Tissaphernes in person,

, proceeded to meet them. Both fides being prepared for battle, the 
Argians in the Athenian army, holding in contempt the lonians, ad
vanced before their main body hastily and with no good order, as 
against an enemy who would avoid their onset. But the Milesians, led 
by Alcibiades, presently routed them, and killed near three hundred. On 
the other side the Athenians themselves, opposed to the Peloponnesians^ 
and Asiatics, attacking-. the former first, defeated them, and the 
others immediately fled. Alcibiades,  ̂upon this drew off the 
IMilesians; and the Athenians, holding the field of battle, erected their, 
trophy. The event altogether remarkably disappointed common opi
nion among the Greeks, as well as the superior estimation in w h ich '' 
those o f Dorian race hiad been long accustomed to hold themselves ; 
for on each fide the Ionian troops were victorious over the Dorian.

The Atheiiians elate with their success, proceededthen immediately to 
take measures for an assault upon Miletus ; but, in the evening of the c. 26." 
same day on which the battle was fought, intelligence avj-ived of the ap
proach of a fleet from Peloponnesus, of fifty-fiv’e triremes. Onomacles 
and Scironidas, anxious to restore the naval reputation of Athens, and 
perhaps too fearful of the temper of the people, their soverein, to use 
their judgement Avith due calmness, proposed to,await the enemy’s at
tack. But Phrynichus declared that he would neither he allured by a 
false opinion of glory, nor yield to unmanly shame: Avhatever his 
country’s welfare most required, Avas ih his opinion most honorable; ' 
and in the present state o f the common Avealth, it Avoukl ill become them 
to risk unnecessarily its naval force. Either his arguments or his au
thority prevailed, and the fleet returned to Samos. The Argians, fretted,

, Thucydides says, Avith the disgrace o f their OAvn fliare in the late battle,- 
sailed home..

V oL. II.  s H  ' .Peloponnesus
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. Peloponnesus had not alone sisnt out the fomidable fleet which thus 
relieved Miletus. A t the instigation principally o f Hermocrates son 
o f  Hermon, the Dorian Sicilians had generally agreed to  take an active 
part in the w ar; and Syracuse sent twenty triremes under his com
mand, which had however yet been joined by only two more, furnished 
by Selinus. The Lacedfemoman Theramenes commanded the fleet in 
chief. On its reaching the coast o f Asia, the Athenian armament 
being gone, it: was to be considered what should be undertaken; and 

^hucyd. 1.8. the commanders resolved to gratify their new ally the satrap, by 
directing their first measures against ,Iasus, the residence o f the rebel 
Persian chie£A,raorges. The fleet, in its approach to that place, was 
mistaken for an A ttic fleet; the first assault in consequence succeeded;, 
and Amorges being made prisoner, was a grateful present to Tissaphernes„ 
who was thus inabled to obey his soverein’s commands, which required 
him to send the rebel, of a t  least bis head, to Susa, Some Greek 
troops which Amorges had entertained in his service, being mostly 
Peloponnesian,- were taken as a reinforcement to the army. The other 
prisoners formed a valuable part o f  the booty, being made over to. 
Tissaphornes, equally free and slaves, at a certain price a head and 
the capture all together was among the richest made in the war... 
Possession o f lasus being tirade over to the satrap’s officers, the Grecian 
armament returned to Miletus for winter quarters.

In  confederacies composed o f so many little republics, claiming 
independency^ as those under the lead of Athens and Lacedsmon,. 
to insure any ju st regularity in business, eitlrer m ilitary or political,, 
would be hardly possible, witlmut powers to be exercised by the 
superior, hazardous for the liberties of the inferior people.. But the 
internal divisions of every little state, far more than any eonsideratioa 
for the confederacy at large, induced-.the subordi nate governments 
not Only to admit readily, but often to desire the controuling inter
ference of the imperial people.. The Tacedsenaonian government, 
accordingly sent superintending officers of their own, with the title  
ofhartfiost, regulator, to reside in all the cities of their confederacy,.,

’  The price noentiotied by the historian is time of the Peloponnesian War,, is very uh- 
a Doric stater, the value o f  which, a t  thfe certainly known.

- . - 'beyond
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bey ond proper Greece. The authority o f these officers would depend 
irmch upon the power of,the superintending state at the time, arid the 
weakness o f the subordinate, whether the weakness of scanty numberr- 
and property, or weakness superinduced by internal divisions. The bar- 
most, however, generally seems to have been but another name for a 
governor. Philippus, a Lacedasmonian, was appointed harmost o f - 
Miletus. Ptedaritus, sent from Sparta to hold the same office at Chios, 
could not so readily and safely reach his destination. Landing, however, 
at hliletus, he was escorted by land to Erythrae, and thence found 
opportunity to make the. short passage to Chios, without interruption 
from the Athenian cruisers. -

Early in the winter Tissaphernes visited the Peloponnesian fleet, Thucyd. 1. s. 
and, according to agreement \yith the Lacedemonians, distributed 
a month’s ,pay to it, at the rate o f an A tt’  ̂ drachma, about ten- 
pence sterling, daily, for each man. He then apologized for prot 
posing to give in future only half a- drachma, till lie had consulted 
the king’s pleasure; declaring hiriiself desirous, if he could obtain' 
authority for it, to continue the full pay before given. Theramenes, 
having only a temporary command, for the purpose of conducting the 
fleet to Astyochus, under whose orders it was to remain, was little 
disposed to exert himself about its pecuniary interests; but the Syracusan 
Hermocrates reitnonstrated warmly ; and Tissaphernes thought it so far 
o f  importance to keep Iris new allies in good-humour, that lie at 
length  made- an addition to the h a lf drachma, but would not allow 
the whole. ‘

'  In the course o f the winter an additional force o f thirty-five triremes Thucyd. I. a. 
under Charminus, Strombichides, and Euctemon, joined the Athenian 
fleet at Sanios, which thus acquired again a clear superiority in the 
Asiatic seas. I t  was in consequence resolved to push the siege o f 
Chios, and at the same time to blockade the port o f Miletus. For the 
former purpose the greatest part of the landfo'rce was assigned, with a 
.squadron of thirty triremes; for the other, the rest o f the fleet, 
consisting o f seventy-four. The commanders drew lots for the services;
I t  fell to Strombichides, Onomacles, and Euctemon, with thirty triremes 
and a part of the heavy-armed, to act against Chios:; the others,*

■ 3 H a wiih
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with seventy-fpur, commanded the seas about Samos, and prepared for 
an expedition against Miletus, ' .
. Meanwhile Astyochus, who had gone to Chios -to obviate expected 
revolt, hearing o f the remforcement brought by Theramenes from 
Peloponnesus, but uninformed • o f  the great addition arrived to the 

. enemy’s fleet, thought the Peloponnesian interest in the hand suffici
ently secure, and crossed to the pfjposite continent, where opportunity 
of, farther acquisition appeared to invite him. H aving however in 
vain attempted Pteleum and Clazomen®, he was compelled by tem
pestuous weather to take refuge in the port of Cuma.

But jn all the Grecian towns, through the opppsition o f interests, and 
the almost universal attachment o f the democratical party to the 
Athenian cause, and the aristocratical to the Lacedaj'monian, intrigues 
were endless. While Astyochus lay with his fleet at-Cum a, the aris
tocratical party in Lesbos sent proposals for bringing that iland again 
to the Lacedrenionian alliance. Astyochus favored the measure, but 
the Corinthians were disinclined to ‘it; and the Chians, more appre
hensive o f  their fellowcitizens o f the Athenian party than o f any other 
enemy, were extremely averse to any diminution o f the friendly force 
within their owti ilaird. Pjsdaritus, the Lacedemonian governor, 
concurring with them, refused to let any Chian vessels go. on the 
service. Astyochus,'highly displeased with this opposition to his. 
purpose, declared that the Chians should in*vain solicit from him that 

.assistance which they might soon want; and with this threat he.de
parted, to assume his naval command at Miletus.

The Peloponnesian cause had continued to gain among the Sicilian 
and Italian Greeks, and afresh reliuforeement o f tenThuriantriremes, 
with one Syracusan, had passed to Peloponnesus. The Lacedasmonians, 
adding one o f their own, appointed Hippocrates, a Laeedremonian, 
to command the squadron, which they sent to join the fleet at Miletus.. 
Cnidus having lately revolted from Tissaphernes, Hippocrates was sent 
thither, with orders t.o watdi the town with six o f  his . ships, while the 
other six todktheirstation atTriopium, apromontm’y  oftheiland; for the ■ 
purpose o f intercepting the enemy’s merchant-ships from Egypt. In
formation o f this disposition being, communicated to  the . Athenian

fleet,
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fleet, a squadron was detached, which,took the six ships at I ’riop.iuna, • 
whose crews however escaped ashore. .

The loss o f  six ships to the Pelopo'nnesian confederacy, supported 
only by its own means, might have been o f .some consequence,* but, > 
with the advantage of the' Persian alliance, it was little regarded. 
Astyochus, on his arrival at Miletus, found the Milesians zealous in the Thucyd. l.S . 
cause, and the armament in.high spirits, notwithstanding the rediic- 
tion o f  pay, which had occasioned so many murmuRs. The pay still 
given by Tissaphernes was more than the Peloponnesian governments 
ever had given, or were able to give, and,the booty acquired at lasus 
was a great gratification. Nevertheless the principal officers could 
not rest satisfied with the terms o f a' treaty, which they could so little 
ju stify  to their people at home, as that made by Chalcideus; and, at 
length, Tissaphernes was persuaded to allow the objectionable articles 
to be reconsidered. Theramenes had now the conduct o f the business

V

on the part, o f Lacedaemon, and a new treaty was concluded ; in which 
the sovereinty o f the Persian king over the Grecian cities in Asia w as 
rather less explicitly acknowleged, but yet was acknowleged.

The use at this time, made by the Peloponnesians, of the advantages 
o f Persian pay and Asiatic plunder, seems to have been to indulge 
themselves in the large and wealthy city o f Miletus, Under the fine sky 
o f Ionia, while their new allies, the Chians, were pressed.with danger 
o f the united evils, which faction within, and an enemy without, in igh t. 
bring. Before the Avintei’ ended, the Athenians occupied the port and c. ss. - 
town o f  Delphinium^ not far from the city.' The democratieal party/ 
among the Chians, in jtself strorrg, seeing the Athenian fleets again 
superior in the Asiatic seas, showed its disposition to the Athenian 
cause so openly, that Paedaritus and the oligarchat party were in great 
alarm. They applied to Astyochus at Miletus for succour; but, in 
conformity to his threat, he refused to g if  e any. Pasdaritus sent com
plaints against him to Laced^mon; but distress and danger meanu-hile 
continued to pi ess the Chians,

When, among the various applications for the Lacedaemonian allir 
anc^, the preference had been given to Tissaphernes and the lonians, it 
had not been intended, even by Endius .and Alcibiades, to .slight the

overtures.
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Thucyd, Ls. !®veitares o f Pharnabazus. Twenty-seven ships were therefore pre- 
■ pared expressly for the service, in which that satraji desired assistance. 

Rut, in the beginning o f  winter, the year o f  magistracy o f Eiidius had 
Jexpued, and with it expired, in a great degree, the influence o f  Alci- 
diiades in the Lacedfeinonian administration. A  considerable change 
o f counsels insued. The men in command, and the measures pursuing, 

:on the Asiatic coast, were looked open with a jealous eye. The 
newly-prepared squadron, placed tinder the command bf Antisthenes, 
was ordered, not to the Hellespont or any port o f the satinpy of Phat- 
mabazus, but to Miletus, t a  jo in  the fleet already there; and eleven 
commissioners were imbarked in it, to inquire concerning men and 
things, and, as a council, to assume in a great degree the direction bf 
•affairs on the Asiatic station. They were particularly authorized to 
appoint, i f  they should see proper, Antisthenes to supersede Astyochus 

dn the command in, chief; and also, at their discretion, to send any 
number o f ships, With Clearchus for the commander, or not to send 
•any, to cooperate with Phamabazus. ' •

Antisthenes, with the eleven commissioners, making Melos, in their 
Way to the Ionian coast, fell in with ten Athenian triremes, They took 
three, but the crews escaped, and the other seven g o t clear away. This 
adventure gave them mbre alarni thain satisfaction. They feared infor
mation to the Athenians at Samos, o f their approach, and consequent 

- attack from a superior force. Instead therefore Of making farther 
•their direct course for Ionia, they f̂ ore away southward for Crete, and 
so on to Gaunus in Caria, whence they sent to Miletus intelligence of 
.their arrival. *

Meanwhile Astyochus, notwithstanding his anger against the 
Chians, was preparing to attempt their relief, before it should be too 
late to save allies  ̂so valuable to ’the confederacy. They ivere already 
severely pressed: a contravallation was nearly completed against the 
c ity : their lands were totally at the enemy’s m ercy; and their'^nu
merous slaves \vere deserting fast. Astyochus however, upon receiv
ing the advice from Antisthenes, thought it his first duty to give con
voy to the council, and his first interest to take care o f  the reinfcuce- 
ment; and he accordingly moved with his whole fleet to Caunus. The

Athenian
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Athenian admiral meanwhile had actually sent a squadron under Char- 
minus, but of twenty ships only, to watch the squadron coming from 

■ Peloponnesus. Missing this,. Charminus fell in with the grand fleet, 
under Astyochus, dispersed in a fog, and took three Ships; but, when.TLucyd. 1,8. 
the fog cleared, the fleet collecting, he found it necessary to fly for . ‘ 
Halicarnassus, and reached that place, not without losing six ships.. 
•Intelligence o f this being carried to the Athenian admirals, they went c. 43.  
with their whole force to offer battle to the Peloponnesians, who had 
put into the port o f Cnidus j hut these showing no disposition to stir,, 
the Athenians returned to Samos.

A s soon as the Athenian fleet was gone, the eleven commissioners 
from Sparta began the more peculiar busine.ss o f  their mission, the con
sideration o f the Persian treaty ; and Tissaphernes thought the occa- 
sion.important enough to require his presence at Cnidus. The com
missioners, o f whom Lichas was the chief, appear to have.becn friends 
o f A gis ; but, whatever party' views they may have had, they con̂ - 
ducted themselves in this business with a stern dignity, and with the 
appearance at least o f an inflexible integrity, becoming tlie antient repu
tation o f Sparta. The treaties were certainly very exceptionable. The 
W'ords o f the first, yielding to the king o f Persia the sovereinty o f  all 
the countries his predecessors had ever commanded ; those o f the 
other, forbidding the Lacedasmonians and their allies from carrying 
arms against any of those countries; were an acknowlegement, on the 
part o f Lacedaemon, o f the claim o f Persia, not only to all the Asiatic 
and Thracian cities, and all the ilands o f the JEgean, but to Macedonia,
Thessaly, Locris, 'and almost the whole north o f Greece, including:
A tt ic a : so that the Lacedremonians, instead o f supporting their pre- • 
tensions to be vindicators o f Grecian liberty, thus admitted the sub
jection of near half the nation to the Persian dominion. The.Lacedie- 
monians did not indeed bind themselves to put Persia in possession o f  
the coimlvies so in general terms ceded ; and, had their leaders been, 
w ily politicians, they might perhaps, after profiting from Persian assist
ance to serve their own purposes against Athens, have easily prevented 
Persia from making any advantage of* those articles, which seemed so. 
to militate with the common cause of Greece. But Lichas and his col-

eguess-
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S E C T I O N  I V.

Alcihiades, persecuted by the nextx Spartan administration; fanored 
by the satrap o f Caria ; communicates with the Athenian armament 
at Samos. P lo t fo r  changing the constitution o f "Athens : Syno- 
mosies, or Political Clubs at A thens: Breach between Alcibiades 
and the managers o f  the plot. New Treaty between Lacedcemon 
and Persia. Continuation o f the siege o f  Chios, and transactions 
o f  the fleets.

W h il e  an important acquisition was thus made to the Peloponnesian 
confederacy, intrigue had been prosecuting, with no inconsiderable 
effect, in opposition to it. < Since the expiration of the magistracy o f 
Endius, the party o f Agis had been gaining strength in Lacedtemon ; 
and not only Alcibiades could no longer lead measures, as before, on Thucyd. 1. s. 
the coast o f  Asia, but his designs became more and more, suspected in 
Peloponnesus. In  thwarting Alcibiades, however, the Lacedsemonian 
administration feared him. <What precisely to expect they knew not; 
but they apprehended some great stroke in politics to their disadvan
ta g e ; and, according to the concurrent testimony of historians, too 
unquestionable whpn Thucydides is in the list, private instructions 
were sent to Astyochus, to have Alcibiades assassinated. This measure 
has been attributed by some to the vengeance o f Agis : whose bed it 
is said, Alcibiades had dishonored, and whose queen is reported to 
have been so shameless, as to boast o f her connection with the greatest 
and handsomest man o f the age. Others have ascribed it to the re
venge o f the queen herself, for a silly declaration o f Alcibiades, i f  he 
really made it, that no inclination for her person, but meerly the 
vanity o f giving a king to Sparta and an heir to the race of Hercules, 
induced him to pay her any attention. The cotemporafy historian 
•mentions upon the occasion neither Agis nor the queen: his expression 
rather goes to fix the crime upon the Spartan administration; and, 
tho the other stories possibly may have originated in that age, they 

V o L . II. S i  bear ‘
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bear much more the character o f  the taste o f following times. Alci- 
biades however, whether informed o f the design, or >only''suspicious of 
the Lacedaemonians,. from acquaintance with their principles and con
sciousness o f deserving their enmity, withdrew from their armament 
and took his residence with Tissaphernes.

He was not unprepared for the change. Uneasy, notwithstanding 
the favor he found and the attention paid him, in the dependent cha
racter o f a stranger and a fugitive, it  was his object to restore himself 
to his country, - before that country was reduced so low as .to be not 
worth returning to. W ith this view he had courted the satrap assi
duously and successfully. Neither the interest o f the Persian empire, 
nor the satrap’s interest, were, any more than his own, the same 
with that o f I^cedsemon or the Peloponnesian confederacy. An 
opening therefore was not wanting, first for insinuations, and then for 
advice, that might set the satfap at variance with the Peloponnesians, 
and render Alcibiades not only agreeable but necessary to him. Tissa
phernes, pressed for money, both by his court and by the expences o f 
his government, and at the same time desirous o f amassing for him
self, listened Muth ready attention to any suggestion o f  means to spare 
his, treasury. Alcibiades told him̂ - .‘ that the allowance o f pa’y  to the 
‘ Peloponnesian forces was extravagant. The Athenians,’ he said,
‘ long versed in nafal affairs, and highly attentive to them, gave no 
‘ more than h alf a drachma for daily pay to their seamen; not,’ as he

' ■ ' «r
pretended, ‘ from economical motives, or from any inability to afford 
‘ more, but because they esteemed a larger pay disadvantageous to 
* their service.’ Tissaphernes approved the proposal for a reduction, 
but dreaded the discontent that would insue, Alcibiades assured him, 

that he need not apprehend i t : a sum o f money, judiciously distri- 
‘ buted among the Commanders, would quiet all o u tcry ; or, i f  there 
‘ was a man among them not to be bought, it was only the Syracusan 
‘ Hermocrates. Represeotations and remonstrances would probably ' 
‘ be made: but they might easily be refuted; nor need the satrap 

give himself any trouble about them : he would undertake to answer 
'  every argument and, silence every claraon The pretensioirs indeed 
f o f most q f  the Grecian states were extravagant; that o f  the Chians,

‘ he
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‘ he would not scruple to tell them, was even impudent. The richest 
 ̂ people of. Greece, they were.not contented with gaining iudepen- 
dency at the expence o f the blood and treasure of others, but ex- 

‘  pected to be paid for defending it. N or were the less wealthy states  ̂
‘ which had been tributary to Athens, more reasonable. Delivered 
‘ from the burden of tribute, they now grudged an unbought service, 
‘ to preserve the independency and immunity which had been freely
* given them.’ Having thus persuaded the satrap that he could ob
viate clamor, Alcibiades undertook to conciliate favor to him, and 
excite zeal in his service : ‘ He would assert,” he said, ‘ that the pay 
‘ hitherto given was from the private income o f the satrapy; that
* Tissaphernes was laboring to obtain an allowance from the royal 
 ̂ revenue; and should it be granted, whatever it might be, the whole 

‘ should be distributed to the forces without reserve.’ Tissaphernes 
approved the proposal, and that reduction o f  pay, ndiich has been al
ready noticed, with the insuing discontent, and 4 t length, through 
the dexterity o f Alcibiades, the compromise, followed.

Having thus gained the satrap’s ear, and recommended himself to 
his confidence, Alcibiades proceeded to promote his own views- at' the 
expence o f the most important interests o f the Peloponnesian confe
deracy. ‘ He urged, that both the public interest o f the Persian em- 
‘ pire, and the private interest o f the satrap, required, not speedy nor 
‘ complete success to the Peloponnesian cause, but a protraction of
* the w âr: that the Phenician squadron, Avhich had been promised,
* ought not to be allowed to join the Peloponnesian fleet: that, for 
‘ tire same reason, to- incourage reinforcement from Greece, by hold- 
‘ ing out the lure o f Persian pay, was impolitic: that the king’s in-
* terest clearly required a partition o f power among the Greeks : the 
‘ same state should not preponderate by land at the same time and 
‘ by sea; but rather the Athenians* should be supported in their 
‘ Avonted superiority on one element, and the Lacedasmonians on the
* other. Thus it Avould always be in the king’s power toehold the 

/  balance between them, or to employ one against the other, as he 
‘ pleased. These being the principles that should regulate the politics

of Persia toward Greece, it followed that the Athenians Avere the
3 I 2" ' - ‘ more
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* more commodious allies for the k i n g ; they had no land-force capable 

' o f  coping w ith his la n d -fo rce: they were powerful and rich on)y by 

‘ holding other states in snbjectionj and, through their fear o f  revolts 

‘  and o f  forein interference, they m ig h t be kept alwaj^s in some degree

* dependent. A t  any rate, th ey would always be glad to share with the 

‘ k in g  and his satraps the tributary cities o f  Asia. But, on the con- 

‘ trary, it  was the professed purpose, and the know n policy, of the 

‘  Lacedtemonians, to emancipate all Grecian states from subjection 

‘ to other G re e k s; and they would certainly not rest long, Avhile any

remained under a forein dominion." I t  was therefore th e obvious 

‘ interest o f  Tissaphernes, after h a vin g  taken from the Atlrenians what- 

 ̂ ever he could readily acquire, to break w ith the Lacedaemonians and

* drive them o u t o f A sia.’

T h e con duct o f  the Lacedaemonian commissioners, in the congress 

o f Cnidus, contributed not a little  to’ g ive  force to  these plausible 

suggestions; for i t  w ent far toward verifyin g the prediction o f Alcibiades, 

that, when once'the Lacedaemonians had obtained a superiority at sea, 

they would n o t be contented to leave any G recian cities subject to 

Persia. Their disposition h a vin g  been thus manifested, w h a t followed, on 

the part o f  the sa,trap, was to be e x p e cte d ; the pay to  the armament 

was, mot indeed immediately stopped, but irregularly issued; and when 

the Peloponnesian commanders proposed an y exertion with the fleet, 

Tissaphernes always objected, ‘ th at the Pheniciart squadron,’ which 

he never intended should arrive, ‘ ought in prudence to be waited 

‘ for.’ A styochus, w hether throu gh weakness or corruption, appears 

to have deferredAo him upon all occasions; -and thus, as the historian 

remarks, the m ost powerful fleet ever sent from Peloponnesus, wasted 

in inaction. , " ^

Alcibiades, h avin g thus far w rought upon the satrap, saw the crisis 

approaching that m ight probably inable him, not o n ly  to return to 

his country, b u t to acquire the g lo ry  o f  restoring his country to safety, 

and perhaps even to splendar. T h e  Athenians, iti their distress, had 

been m aking grOat and even wonderful exertions; b u t those very ex

ertions had nearly exhausted th e m ; and it was evident to all the more 

. informed
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informed among them, that, tho they might still maintain themselves, 
and perhaps even prosper, against the meer force of the Peloponnesian 
confederacy, which they knew could not with its own means support 
its iate exertions at sea, yet against that confederacy, supplied by the 
wealth o f Persia, it would be impossible for them long to hold. 
Alcibiades, Avell aware both of the weakness of the commonwealth, 
and o f the opinions and' dispositions o f the people, knew that nothing 
would give him so much importance as the notoriety o f his favOf 
with Tissaphernes. But tho-he had risen by .the populace, yet as he 
had also-been condemned to death by the populace, he was unwilling 
again to trust himself under its unlimited authority; and he thought 
things so much in his power, that he resolved to require a change o f 
government and the establishment o f oligarchy, as the condition upon 
which he would restore his ovm services to his country, and at the 
same time bring to it the advantage, in its present circumstances the 
inestimable advantage, o f the alliance o f Tissaphertids.

The idea appears bold, even to extravagance; - but it was in cha
racter for Alcibiades, and -the times were singularly favorable. Most 
o f the better sort o f people,, 'worn with the capricioits tyranny o f the 
multitude, and dreading such otlier dictators as ■ Cleon and Hyperbohts, 
desired the change. There v/ere few trierarcs in the fleet who did ndt 
desire it, and with these Alcibiades found ready means to communicate. Thucy<l.}. g. 

His overtures excited’attention; Therarnenes, Eratosthenes, Aristocrates, Lys.°or. con. 

names which will recur .to notice, are mentioned among those whb 
went from Samos to confer with him; and tlie assurances he gave that 
he would ingage Tissaphernes in the Athenian interest, and through 
him lead the king himself to an alliance with . Athens, were very gladly 
received by the more powerful and richer men, who suffered most from 
the war, who were most pressed in consequence ofthe late public misfor
tunes; and whose property was principally, called upon to supply-the 
increased exigencies o f an exhausted treasuiy. Theproposalheld o u tto  
them the prospect, at the .same time, o f an advantageous conclusion 
o f t h e  war, and o f a change o f government,-favorable both to the 
po'̂ y.er of those who were ambitious o f  power, and to the ease o f those 
r\ho only desired ease. Immediately therelbre on their return tOt

Samos,
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Samos, communicating with'thefr friends, and finding those disposed 
to the cause numerous and zealous, they settled the form of an oath 
for all who should be admitted to their councils (a.precaution common 
among the factions o f  the antient republics) by which they bound 
themselves to mutual support and protection.

Body and systeni being thus given to the partyj the leader̂ s ventured 
to declare openly their knowlege, that the king would become the 
ally o f Athens, and furnish money for the expences o f  the war, provided 
Alcibiades were restored, and the government changed to an oligarchy. 
Somie alarm and indignation at first arose; but the hope o f profiting from 
Persian pay softened, the murmur, and the multitude acquiesced under 
the idea o f loss o f  power, when the jecompence was to be increase of 
both security and profit. Phrynichas however, the eommander-in- 
chief, known to be vehemently adverse to Alcibiades, was supposed 
also zealous in the democratical interest, and the innovators had there
fore avoided communication w ith him. But their measures could not 
be intirely concealed from him, and, with such power as he possessed, 
he warmly opposed them. Calling together the Athenian citizens of 
the armament, he urged the falsehood or futility o f  the arguments 
which had been used f;o promote the projected change. ‘ Alcibiades,’ 
be said, (and Thucydides affirms that he said tr.uly,) ‘ cared no more
* f®r oligarchy then democracy, or for anything but for means o f his
* own restoration to his country and to power. N or was if to be
* believed that the Persian Icing would prefer the Athenian alliance to 
‘ the Peloponnesian; since the Athenians Olaimed command over so 
‘ many cities w ith in  his country, while the Peloponnesians, whose 
‘ naval strength noW balanced that, o f  Athens, formed no such 
‘ invidious pretension. It was equally vain to suppose the promise of
■ oligarchal government would allure either the subject-cities which had
■ revolted, or those which still remained in obedience. The purpose of 
‘ those cities was, not to be inslaved with an oligarchal rather than .a 
 ̂ democratical constitution,- but, under whatsoever government, to be

* independent o f forein dominion. Neither was the supposition less
* unfounded, that person, and property would be more secure under the
* rule o f those called the better people j for those better people, in the

: exercise
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‘ exercise o f  power, com m only sought their own in preference to the

* public benefit. N ow here indeed .were men in public service so liable 

‘ to. oppression o f every kind, even to  capital punishment without trial,

‘ as Avhere the power o f the people, the refuge o f  the innocent, and the 

‘ moderator o f  the excesses o f  the great, was done away. T h at such

* "was the opinion, the well-founded opinion, prevailing in most o f  the

* allied states, he Avell knew; and, for himself, he could not be satisfied 
‘ with any for the measures.now proposed, whether for the return of 
‘ Alcibiades, or whatever besides.’

B u t in a business o f this kind, a political and not a m ilitary affair, 

the authority o f  |he com m ander-in-chief availed little. T he associated 

party, h avin g a decided majority in the army, resoh’ed immediately 

to  send a deputation to Athens, to push their purpose there. Peisander 

was appointed first o f  the deputation, and, notwithstanding any op

position from the commander-in-chief, th ey sailed for Attica. '

T h o  all thus far had been conducted peaceably, yet Phrynichus c. so,

, stood in the- situation o f  a man Svho, in a rebellion or civil war, has 

taken  his party. However h e,m ight be inclined to sheath the sword, 

he apprehended his opponents AVQuld n o t; h e  expected they would pre

vail a t Athens ; he feared the consequences to himself, and, to  obviate  

them, h e  had recourse to  a measure extrem ely hazardous, b u t^ till  

m ore unjustifiable. Thucydides, on occasion o f the retreat 

M iletus, gives Phrynichus the character o f  an able and prudent man. 

yVe can hardly g iv e  him. Credit for prudence upon this occasion. He 

informed the Lacedcemonian commander, Astypchus, o f  the divisions 

in the armament under his command. Astyochus, who seems, to have 

been a weak man, went to Magnesia, and communicated both to the 

satrap and to Alcibiades the intelligence he had received. Alcibiades 

im m ediately sent information, to the principal Athenians in Samos, o f  

the treachery o f  their gen eral; insisting th a t the punishment which  

o u g h t to be inflicted for such a crime was death. Phrynichus,. in  high  

alarm, and indeed in great peril, wrote.agaiii to Astyochus, complain- 

that due secresy had not been observed about what he had before 

communicated : that the danger insuing to  him self was most pressing; 

the danger o f  what he most abhorred and deprecated, perishing by

. ‘  the
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‘ tlie hands o f his detested domestic foes: that to avoid this there was 
‘ nothing he was not ready to undertake, ev^n to the, betraying o f  the' 
‘ whole armament under his command to destruction.’ N or was this 
a difficult ■ undertaking, for Samos was without fortifications; and to 
give means o f executing it, he added every necessary description and' 
direction. Astyochus communicated this also to Alcibiades.

From the dangerous situation in which Phrynicbus was thus in
volved, he extricated himself with singular boldness and dexterity. 
Having taken his measures so as to know that Astyochus was still 
betraying him, and that fresh communication was upon the point of 
arriving from Alcibiades, he called together the army, and told them 
he had learnt, by pri vate intelligence, the intention o f the enemy to 
attack them. The consideration that Samos was unfortified, and the 
observation that part o f the fleet was stationed Without the port, he 
said, induced them to the measure; and he therefore issued immediate 
orders for works to be, in all haste, thrown up around the city, and for 
every other precaution to be used against the expected attack. It 
had before been intended to fortify Samos; preparations had been made 
in consequence ; and the business, so as to serve the present need, was 
quickly accomplished. Meanwhile the expected letters arrived from 
i^l^iades, indicating that the armament was betrayed by its general, 
an l^ hat the enemy were preparing to attack it. The intelligence now 
only appeared to confirm that communicated by Phrynicbus, and to 
justify his measures; so that the accusation accompanying it was 
wholly ineffectual, being'considered meerly as the scheme of a  man, 
enough known to be little scrupulous, to ruin a political enemy.

It  was a bold undertaking in which meanwhile Peisander and his 
collegues were ingaged at A thens; to propose to a soverein people to 
surrender their power, and submit to be governed by the men of supe
rior birth and wealth, over whom they had so long been accustomed 
to tyrannize. But.apprehension o f the prevalence o f the Peloponnesian 
arms, supported by the riches o f Persia, and o f the dreadful vengeance 
commonly to be expected in that, age from a conquering enemy, 
lowered their haughtiness, and, instead o f  power and wealth, made 
them anxiously look form^iiiS o f secure existence in  humbler freedom.-

Peisandci*
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Peisander therefore, incouraged by the visible effect o f popular fear, 
declared his purpose without reserve: he told the assembled people,
 ̂ that they m ight have the assistance o f  the king, and thus be not 

‘ only delivered from their apprehensions, but assured o f regaining a 
‘ decisive superiority over their enemies, upon two conditions; the 
‘ restoration o f Alcibiades, and a change in the form o f government/ 
Indignant clamor from some, sullen murmurs from others, were excited 
by this proposal. The particular enemies o f Afcibiades were vociferous: 
and they were supported by the sacred families o f the Eumolpids and 
Ceryces, who urged religion and divine wrath as obstacles toXiis return. 
Those who feared no personal,ill from the restoration o f Afcibiades 
were less violent. Peisander bore patiently the reproaches oP all; and 
when opportunity was at length given for him to resume his speech, 
addressing himself to the most angry, he obseiwed, * that the Pelo-
* ponnesians, always more powerful by land, now equal at sea, and
* superior in the number and strength of their allies, were supported
* in the expences o f the war by the wealth o f P e t S i a a n d  he then put 
the question, ‘ What were the means o f the commonwealth to resist
* such a combination, or what the hope to escape impending destruc-
* tion?’ To,this question no answer, or none in any degree satisfactory 
to the assembly, was or could be given. ‘ In such circumstances 
‘ then,’ continued Peisander, ‘ the object for consideration must be,
‘ not Avhat form of government you would prefer, hut under what 
‘ form the commonwealth can exist. And here nO choice remains: it 
‘ must be agdvernment placed in such hands, armed ■ with such authority,
* that the king may confide in it, so as to be induced to become.your 
‘ ally.’ . To soften the. zealous partizans o f democracy, he then added,
‘ Some among you, I know,' think this a great evil. But can you

hesitate to chuse between certain ruin, and what will at wmrst be a 
f passing evil ? since, when peace and safety are restored, nothing
* can prevent the people from restoring, whenever they please, ■ the
* anticnt form o f government.’ > '

Thus exciting at the same time fear and hope, and indeed proving-x. 54 
to tire people that they had scarcely another chance for safety, notwith-

them, almost
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to  an abhorrence, o f  oligarchy, Peisander. prevailed. B y  a decree of 

the general assembly, eleven commissioners were appointed, himself 

the first, to treat w ith Tissaphernes and A lcibiad es; with full power 

to conclude whatever th ey should ju d g e  expedient for the common

wealth. Orders were then issued for the recall o f  Phrynichus and his 

collegue Scironidesj in whose room Diom edon and Leon were appointed 

to  command the arihament..

There were at Athens societies called Synomosi.es, w hich bore con

siderable resemblance to  our political clu bs; w itli this difference 

principally, th at as property, lib erty, and life itself were incomparably 

less secure there than under the m ild firmness o f  our m ixed govern

ment, the interests o f  individuals, w hich bound them to those societies, 

were m uch more pressing than w h at com m only lead to any similar 

establishments am ong us. T h e  sanction o f  a solemn oath to their 

ingagem ents was therefore always required o f  the m em bers; whence 

the societies obtained their name, sig n ifyin g  sworn, brotherhoods^*: 

T h e objects proposed were principally two ;  private security, and p oll-' 

tical p o w er; and for the sake o f  one or both o f  these, most men o f  

rank or substance in Athens were members o f  some S y  nomosy. A gainst  

the oppression o f  democratical despotism, w hich was often, as we shall 

see more particulariy -hereafter, - very severely exercised against the  

rich, the collected influence o f  a  body o f noble and wealthy citizens 

m igh t g ive  protection,, when the m ost respectable individual, standing 

single on his. merits, would he overwhelmed:, and the same union o f

S*9r$̂  t?
voAit Sceet Ivt Suci6tat6S
& collegia, qua? prius in Ur.be erant, & quse 
judiciis & rnagjstrstibus praeerant. Vers. 
Duker.— o f  the accejii l̂ice.* already 
formed m tkexity-, ’with the/eUwta thrust ikem-̂  
■selves into the seats o f judicature and the great 
offices o f staiei Smith’s Transl. IlHhe word- 
accomplices, for which there is no sofScient 
authority in the .original; were omittedv I. 
should prefer the English translation to the 
Latin, which is indeed clearly bad. .The 
other, bowei'er, is ftir from satisfactory, nud

I  know not that intercsting/passag?, in 
which Thucydides speaks of what was farnir 
liar in his'time, withoutsuflicientlye.xplain- 
ing himself for posterity, has-been anywhere 
duly dis.cussed. 'fhe explanation which i, 
have ventured to ^ive^ is founded on u. 
comparison o f  that passage with whatever 
has occurred to my notice, anyway bearing, 
a relation to the subject, in the various 
authors whom I have had occasion to con
sult, and in whose authority f  have con-- 
fidence. .  '

influence

    
 



S ect. I V.  P O L I T I C A L  C L U B S  A t  A T H E N S .  435

influence whicii could provide security against oppression, with a littk 
increase o f force, would dispose o f  the principal offices o f the stale.
Peisander addressed himself severally to all these societies, and he 
seems to have had considerable success in persuading' them to concur 
in his measures. Everything being thus prepared, as well as time and 
circnmstances would permit (for very important interests required his 
presence on the other side o f the .®gean) he hastened'his departure 

- with his ten collegues. .
. Arriving at Samos, they found thdr cau.se so prospering that any Tliucyd. l. 8, 
stay there appeared needless. They proceeded therefore to the Asiatic 
main, to negotiate with Alcibiades and Tissaphernes j and they were 
admitted to a conference, at which the satrap attended in person, hut 
w hich was managed for him by Alcibiades.- The conduct o f  that 
w ily  politician, upon this occasion, is not completely accounted fof 
by the cotemporary ‘ historian^ hut the ground of it may be gathered.
I t  could never be his intention to, establish at Athens an unbalanced 
oligarchy; the most adverse o f all constitutions, to that supremacy 
o f  one person, which he had, like many others before him, injoyed 
under the democracy, aiid which it was certainly his purpose to 
regain. - Neitlrer he, nor probably any other, had supposed that 
the democra-cy could have been overthrown, and such a governpient 
established on its ruin, by so sudden and so quiet a revolution as that 
managed by Peisande.r. A s he then would be disappointed, so Peisander 
and his principal associates, would be elated ; .and those terms which 
lie expected to have commanded from the oligarchal and democratical 
parties balanced, would not be conceded-to him by.the established 
oligarchy. Hence apparently it became his purpose ndW to render 
tlie conference abortive, by making demands for the satrap, to which 
the Athenian commissioners could not consent. Finding them however 
disposed to yield much, he required the cession o f all Ionia, w ith the 
adjacent hands, to the Persian monarch: and, fearing the urgency o f  
their situation would induce them to admit this, he raised new diffi
culties ; a second and third conference were held, and at length he? 
added the requisition, that, along all the coasts of the Athenian domi
nion, navigation should be free for the king’s ships, at all times and in

5 k « any
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any number, $ucli a demand convincing the cojninissioners .that 
Alcibiades meant" nothing friendly to  them or their, party, they broke- 
up the conference in some anger, and returned to Samos.-

Peisander and his collegues were no sooner gone, than Tissaphernes* 
went to Caunus,, in Caria, a situation commodious for communicating: 
with the Peloponnesian commanders, with v’hom he renewed negoti- 
a,tion. He was now in alarm for the consequences' o f  his refusal of 
pay to their fleet, Avhich', o f three disagreeable things^ he foresaw 
would probably produce one ; either, the Peloponnesians must fight 
the Athenians, and would be defeated ; or their crews would desert, 
and thus the Athenians, without obligation to him and without risk 
to themselves, would become decisively superior;, or, what he dreaded- 
more than either o f tbesCj to supply their pressing necessities they 
would plunder the territories-under his command^ and thus weakeiv 
the sources o f his I’evenue. -In  pursuance therefore of his original 
purpose ,̂ to keep the Greeks balanced against oneanother, he invited  ̂
the Peloponnesian phiefs to a conference at Miletus, which was not 
refused ; suad having then directed the issue o f pay as formerly, a new: 
treaty was quickly concluded, which ran thus':;

‘ In the thirteenth year of.the reign o f Darius, and in the ephoralty
* o f  Alexippidas in Lacedaemon, a treaty was concluded in the plain 
‘ o f tl>e Maeandeiy between the Lacedremonians and their allies on one
* part, and- Tissaphernes and Hieramenes and the sons* o f Pharnaces
‘ on the other parb concerning the affairs o f the king and those o f the 
*■ Lacedaemonians a'ndtheir allies.. - :

' Whatever the king possesses iir Asia shall be the king’s, and the
* king shall direct the affairs o f his owm country according to his wilt
* an<I pleasure. The' Lacedemonians and their allies shall not injure- 
' any place within the king’s dominion; and i f  any-among the
* Lacedemonians or their allies shall attempt such injury, the Lace- 
' dsemonians and their allies in  c,ommon shall prevent it. So also if

any o f the king’s subjects shall attempt any injury to the Lacedem o- 
*"iBians Or their allies, the k in g  shall prevent it,. 

i*- Tissapbern^ shall continue to pay the fleet in the manner here-
* tofore agreed, until the king’s fleet shall arrive. After, that it shall

4  ‘ be
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 ̂ be at the option of the Lacedtemonians and their allies to pay thelp 
‘ own fleet, or to receiv^e the pay still from Tissaphetnes, upon con- 
‘ ditioii of repaying him M'hen the war shall be concluded. The fleets^
‘w h e n  combined, shall carry on operations under the joint direction"
‘  o f Tissaphernes, and o f the LaOediemonians and their allies. , ‘

‘. 'N o  treaty shall be entered into \vith- the Athenians but by mutual 
‘ consent o f the contracting parties.’

Thus the alliance of Lacedsemon trith Persia, or at least with the- ' 
satrap, Avas apparently confirmed. .

During these negotiations, Leon and̂  Diomedon, liaA'ing tahen the 
command of the Athenian armament from Phrynichus and Scironidas, 
had moved to Rhodes Avith intention to oflTer. battle; hut on their 
arrival they found the Peloponnesian fleet laid up for the winter. After 
gratifying their crcAVs therefore, with some revenge' against the 
Rhodians and some profit to themselves^ by rav'age o f a part of did 
Hand, they took their station at the neighboring iland of Gos; to Avatch' 
the enemy’s motions. , •

Tfhile the Peloponnesians Avere thus inactive, their allies of Chios c .6 r^  

were reduced nearly,to extrem ity. In an unsuccessful sally, Pjedaritus, 
the Lacedaemonian harm ost of Chios, had been killed;: thd blockade 
was completed,, and famine began to press the inhabitants and garrison^
[n this situation of things opportunity was found to send am officer to 
Rhodes, Avho urged to the Peloponnesian commanders there, that, aS 
the city  Avas effectually blockaded, its distress* Avas become pressing,
3tnd n o th in g  less than strong effort AvIth the Avhole fleet co u ld  save it .

Twelve triremes had' been left as guardships at Miletus, four of Avhicli 
Were Syracusan, five Thuvian,. and only one Lacedem onian; but the 
Lacedem onian commander, Leon, Avas-a man of enterprize. While 
Astyochus hesitated, Leon, taking advantage of the absence o f the 
Atheniam fleet front the neighborhood, conducted his squadron to 
Chios. The Chians, informed of his approach,' manned tAventy-four 
triremes and Avent out to meet him,: while their infentry rnade a. diver
sion by an attack upon the Athenian Avorks. Thirty-two Athenian 
5hips"^had been left as a guard upou Chios. W ith tfiese' an obstinate 
ictiom iusued,, in Avhiclvthe Chians Arere so far successful as to conduct

the
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tbe twelve Peleponnesian ships into 'their harbour, and Leon was 
received as the person charged with the care o f  the interests, and vrith 
the administration o f the. authority, o f the Lacedgemonian state, in 
the room o f  Paedaritus. , .

The, reinforcement thus acquired Avas important: it inabled the 
Chians to obtain, some supplies by sea j and occurrences . soon after 
afforded farther opportunity. The renewal o f  connection with the 
satrap o f Caria did not prevent the Peloponnesians from prose
cuting their purpose of extending their alliance to Pharnabazus satrap 
o f the Hellespont, Early in spring, the tAventy-first o f the war, 
Dercylidas, a Spartan, was sent to him. He Avent by land, with ordy 
a small escort: yet, on his arrival before Abydus, the efficacy of the 
Spartan name sufficed to induce that city immediately to revolt from 
the Athenians.; and, two days after, Lampsacus folioAved the example. 
Strombichides, who commanded the Athenian squadron at Chios, being 

Thucyd.  L 8. infort’ ĉd o f  these circumstances, hastened to the Hellespont with 
C.63. twenty-four triremes. The sea thus was left open for the Chians to 

receive any relief. *
The cautious Astyochus, receiving intelligence that a strong squadron 

©f the enemy was thus called far from the Ionian coast, thought the 
opportunity favorable for seeking an action AA'ith their principal fleet. 
Upon his moving from Rhodes, Leon and Diomedpn quitted Cos, and 
resumed their station at Samos. * Astyochus led his fleet first to Chios, 
and strengthening himself Avith the whole naval force thercj Avent to 
Samos, and offered battle. The Athenians, hoAvever, would not stir; 
and indeed their affairs Avere in a state, both at Samos and at home, 
that might have- afforded to a more able and active commander than 
Astyochus, other advantage than that from which he had proposed 
to profit.'

B. C .4 1 1 .
oi. 9a. f  
P, AV. 21. 
Mar. 28. 
c. 62.

End of April.
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S E C T I O N  V .

X*rogress o f  the plot f o r  a revolution atAthens'j Violences o f ike oligar- 
chal p a rty ; Proposed new form  o f government: Establishment o f  
the new council o f  administration: Negotiation o f the new govern
ment fo r  peace with Lacedaemon.

P e is a n d e r  and his collegues^ returning to Sainos from their unsuc- R, c .  411.  ̂
cessful negotiation with Tissaphernes and Alcibiades, had g '
tification to find, not only that their cause had.been gaining in the c.6'3. 
army, but that the oligarchal party among the Samians themselves 
were both disposed and able to effect a change in the government of 
their iland. Thus incouraged they determined to pay no more atten
tion to Alcibiades,. but, in prosecuting their original purpose o f a 
change in the Athenian constitution, tô  rely upon their own strength 
for the conduct, both o f the, domestic affairs o f the commonwealth, 
and o f  the business o f  the war. A  large subscription was raised by the 
party, for supporting measures, upon which now depended, not only 
their interest, but their personal safety.

H aving established this groundwork for future proceedings, it was c.64..
'then determined that Peisander, with five o f  the other commissioners, 
should return to Athens tO: manage the concerns o f the party there, 
and that the other fiye should g o  through the allied and subject-states, • 
and endevor to bring all under an oligarchal form o f government.
Diotrephes waaappointed to the superintendancy o f the affairs ofThrace.
In his Avay thither he stopped at Thasus, and succeeded in at once 
abolishing the sovereinty o f the people there. The consequence,.how
ever, was not what Peisander and his collegues intended. Some prin
cipal Thasians o f the oligarchal party, M'ho had been banished by the . 
Athenians, had taken refuge with the Peloponnesian armament on the 
Asiatic coast. They maintained a correspondence with their friends 
remaining in, the iland, and had been importunately urging revolt,. 
PiotrepKes did for them the most difficult part o f their business, much

beUci
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better than they* could have done it for themselves'. Oligarchy being 
established, the Thasians in possession made no longer any difficulty 
of. preferring the Lacedaemonian to the'Athenian connection; the. 
exiles were restored, and Thasus became a member of the Peloponnesian 
confederacy. Meanwhile Peisander and the five who accompanied 
him, wherever they touched in their way to Athens, seem to have 
found as little difficulty in  effecting the change o f government they 
desired, as Diotrephes at Thasus : but the consequence in most o f the 
towns (so Thucydides says, without naming them) w'as the same; 
they revolted to Lacedsemon. •
' B y this very circumstance, what otherwise' m ight appear a pheno
menon, is explained ; how a few citizens o f Athens, v'ith self-assumed 
authority, could almost instantaneously overturn the constitutions o f so 

. many Grecian republics. Democracy having long principally depended* 
throughout Greece, upon the patronage of Athens, when the Athenian 
democracy was overthrown and oligarchy substituted, immediately the 
prevalence o f the oligarchal or aristocratical party was prepared. But 
the means b y  which the oligarchal party at Athens had advanced far in 
its  purpose, do no honor either to tbp Athenian government, or the 
Athenian character. Assassination .was largely used; and it seems to 
have been chiefly managed by youths o f the best families. Androcles,

, a man of mean origin, whose influence among the lower people had 
contributed mucb to the condemnation o f Alcibiades, and who had 
ever since been the most forward champion o f democracy^, was ampng 
the first taken off. Gthers, o f the most obnoxious to the friends of 
Alcibkdes and o f oligarchy, shared the same fate; for, at Athens, the 
causes o f Alcibiades and o f oligarchy were not y e t distinguished. 
Inquiry concerning these murders was Smothered or deterred, and the 

c. 6^ f f  iends o f democracy became afraid to show themselves.
f.̂ 65. The oligarchal party thus finding themselves strong, ventured to

<leclare openly the kind o f change which they proposed to make in the 
constitution; in which some, consideration ŷas bad for established 

- prejudices, as well as for an appearance o f public virtue. There was 
to be still an assembly o f the people, but in some deg3*ee select: it 
y ’as .to be .confined to a body o f five thousand, to be chosen among

those
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those most qualified by property and personal ability to serve the com- 
inonM^ealth: and public pay was to be allowed to none but those 
actually serving in the fleet or arlny^ This, says the coteniporary his- Tlmcyd. 1. s. 
toriaii, was something specious and alluring; being not only congenial 
to the spirit of the antient constitution, b u t ‘even to modern practice 
since so large a number as five thousand citizens scarcely ever met I 
one assembly; and at the same time it held but to everyone the hop 
that, if  he would concur in the measures prbposed, he might be 
member o f the soverein body.

Meanwhile the general assemblies were regularly held acc'ording t 
antient form, and the council of Five-hundred retained its function.'
But*assassination was continued; and with so little reserve, and sue 
impossibility o f obtaining justice against the perpetrators, that poll 
tical opposition was deterred. None spoke, either in the assembly o 
council, but those,of the party, and they not without previous com 
munication with the chiefs. The friends o f democracy, without equa 
union among themselves, ignorant ®f the numbers o f the oligarcha 
party, and supposing them much greater than they really were, scarceb 
dared complain o f enormities practised; every one thinking himsel 
fortunate if, with the utmost caution to" avoid offending, he avoidec 
suffering. To this depression o f the denibcratical party nothing s< 
much contributed as the treachery among its reputed friends ; for, sqm 
o f  those'farthest from previous suspicion having joined the oligarcha 
party, no one knew any longer in whom he might confide. Thus 
assassinations continued to pass without inquiry; and, even where proof 
could be obtained against the perpetrator, nobody v’entured to prosecute-

Already things were in this situation, when Peisander returned to c . 67 . 

Athens. Before his departure, a decree had been made, declaring, in 
general terms, that the government should be changed : it remainedyet 
to be decided how. An assembly of the people was convened to 
determine that important question. The oligafchal party had such a 
superiority, that they might propose, with a certainty of'Carrying, in 
the moment, almost anything; but it was not what might be in the 
moment carried in the assembly at Athens, that would decide the 
future constitution of the commonwealth, or their own future fate.

VoL. II. s L .‘ Not
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N ot only turns in the.popular mincl must he provided against, but 
great consideration must be had for that large portion o f  the common
wealth, aerving in the armament, op tlie other side o f the iEgean. . It 
•was therefore moved, that the consideration of the business should be%  ̂ - V
referred to a committee o f ten men, who .should make their report on 
an appointed d a y ; and a decree-passed to that effect.

The day being come, the people were summoned to assemble on the hill, 
o f Colonus, a little more than a mile from the city. The ten then came 
forward with the simple proposal o f a law, whose aim was nothing 
more than to obviate illegality in the future measures of the party. 
I t  stated, that every Athenian should be free to declare any opinion, in 
the assembly, npon political t o p i c s a n d  it inflicted heavy penalties 
upon those who should endevor to abridge this liberty, whether by 
legal prosecution, according to the antientlaw, or in any other manner. 
This being carried, and what before would have been treason thus 
made^legal, some o f the party declared their opinion, that the form 
o f the administration o f the comnfonwealth ought to be changed, and 
that pay and remuneration should no' more be issued from the treasur}’’, 
for any but those employed for the commonwealth on forein service. 
This also being patiently beard, Peisander then ventured tp propose 
the form o f  government to be established: ‘ That five presidents 
 ̂ should be chosen by the people: that these should elect a hundred, 

‘ and that each 'o f the hundred should’*elect three: that the*council 
‘ o f Four-hundred thus formed, should be vested with fpll power to 
‘ direct tbe exeicutive government^: that the supreme authority in 
‘ last resort should reside in a body o f five thousand citizens, to be 
‘ assembled at the discretion o f  the Council 

In this manner it was Cndevored, by the ablest politician, in the 
judgement o f Thucydides, at that .time.in Greece, to remedy the evils 
o f the Athenian democracy: for Peisander,. tho hihrself able, was but 
an instrunient in the hands o f Antiphon; a'man, says the historian,

 ̂"Afxtif cVd &pifa ytyifuaxuitif avToxpi- implied, but is not expressed by the hjSr 
Tofa?.—Tfaucyd.-7. 67- torian; nor indeed does it seem to have

* The distinction of the legislative and been fully and clearly conceived by any of 
executive powers' appears in some degree the antient politicians,

in
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in virtue inferior to no Athemaii o f his age,'and in abilities, whether 
for the closet or the assembly, superior to all. This* very superiority 
exciting jealousy among- the people, had prevented the exertion o f his 
talents for the public, benefit; a circumstance not uncoilimon among' 
the antient democracies, and which probably contributed to inhance 
the aversion o f Antiphon'to that form o f go.vernment: but in any 
private cause, whether in the inferior courts o f judicature, or before 
the assembled people, no man was equally capable o f serving his friends, 
either by his advice or by his eloquence. The second place among 
the opponents o f democracy seems to have been held by Theramenes 
son o f A gnon; a man also o f superior powers, both o f thought and 
elocution, and moreover o f considerable military experience. But, 
beside those originally o f the oligarchal party, there were some eminent 
men who had passed over to it from the dem ocratinaland, o f these, 
Phrynichus, the late commander on the Asiatic coast, was the chief.
O f  a fearless temper, hut an unprincipled mind, Phrynichus dreaded, 
beyond any personal danger, the restoration o f Alcibiades to tlie com
monwealth and to power. As soon therefore as the oligarchal party 
broke with Alcibiades, Phrynichus joined the oligarchal party; and, 
after the common manner of renegades, exceeded in zeal the most zealous 
o f  the original members. A  mtmber o f superior men, says the cotem
porary historian, being thus united in the conduct of the business, it 
is no great wonder that it succeeded; tho to deprive the Athenian 
people o f liberty, for that is his expression, a hundred years after the 
recovery o f it by the expulsion o f  the tyrants, during above fifty of 
which they had been accustomed, not only to obey none, but to  com
mand many, was indeed an arduous undertaking; •

The decree, directing the new constitution, having passed the Thucyd. 1.8 . 

assembly of the people, the party managed among themselves the 
appointment o f the new council. But the council o f Five-hundred, in 
whom the old constitution vested the e^cutive power, had not been 
consulted concerning any of the nfeasures taken or proposed: they 
were still in possession o f the prytaneium or state-house, in which a. 
part of them, the prytanes, usually resided; and it was apprehended 
they might not peaceably resign it. Whep therefore tlie' new council

3 L 2 A- wa8
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M’as to be introduced, measures were takea, with much forethought, 
to obviate opposition, which might produce tumult. Since the 
establishment o f a hostile garrison in Doceieia, constant readiness for 
military duty had been required o f the whole people. Daily all appeared 
in the morning in arms; and the magistrates and officers distributed 
the duty of the day among them some to the guard o f the works, 
others to hold themselves in readiness for the field. A ll who could be 
spared were then dismissed, with directions only to repair to the general 
parade at a certain signal. On the day fixed for ejecting the old 
council, it was provided that the citizens of the democratical interest 
should be dismissed, and those only retained in arms for the duty of 
the day, in whom the party could best confide. Among these were 
a number o f Andrian, Tenian and Carystian auxiliaries, with some 
colonists from zEgina, all brought to Athens for the purpose., '

Matters being thus prepared, the Four*hundred went to the pryta- 
neiuin, armed each with a concealed dagger, and attended by a.hun
dred and twenty youths, who had been accustomed to perform for 
them' the business equally o f guards and assassins They carried with 
them the arrear o f salary due to the counsellors o f the bean, as the 
Five-hundred were called, and making a tender o f it, required all to 
withdraw. The old council, quietly taking their pay, obeyed the 
requisition, and no stir was made in the city on the occasion. The. 
Four-hundred then proceeded to elect, prytanes from their own body 
by lot; and, with the same ceremonies o f prayer and sacrifice, which 
were prescribed by custom for the antient council, they commenced 
the execution o f  their office. ' _

Thus was apparently completed this extraordinary revolution. 
Athens, and whatever o f A ttica was not held by the enemy, yielded 
obedience to the new council, become the supreme power o f the com- 

, monwealth, through a law made, with all due form, by the assembly 
o f the people, which before held that power. In the general conduct

* This seems to he the import of the his
torian’s phrase, 'o~« i m  m v $soi p(f>povp-

Thucydides calls them"jWm»sf ytanaxoi, 

thus marking that they were differeat people

from the ordinary armed attendants of the 
Athenian magistracy, who were always bar
barians, generally Scythians.

o f
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o f the business, we see somethilig very different from the tumul
tuous revolutions so mimerous'among’ the inferior Grecian republics.
Nowhere else, in the accounts remaining to us, can we discover such 
a regard for all the forms of an established constitution : yet, even in 
this revolution at Athens, we find strong relics 6 f  barbarism  ̂ I must 
risk the expression, and very defective notions o f policy. None of 
those public massacres took place, which were so usual in Grecian 
revolutions; public executions, with the pretence o f law or popular 

'jud gem en t, were also avoided: some persons were imprisoned, some 
> banished ; and, were this all,' the duty of the ruling powers to preserve 
public tranquility perhaps might have justified it: but many, in the 
apprehensio® o f being obnoxious, sought their safety by flight ; for the 
horrid and base practice o f secret.assassination was continued, against 
those whom the prevailing party supposed most adverse and most 
formidable. ' .

D f  the many- actually living in banishment, under condemnation 
frorh the assembled people, or the popular tribunals, some the leaders 
o f  the revolution would gladly have restored; and probably they would 
have refused the favor to few, so that, among the number, the historian 
Thu,cydides might have returned to his country. But the restoration 
o f Alcibiades, tho he had been the first mover o f the revolution, was 
looked to by most o f th e  party .with no friendly eye. Spme, as Phry- 
nichus, were essentially interested in his exclusion; and all would be 
jealous o f the talents, the fame, the popularity, .of one who had so long 
been the active and successful opponent o f the oligarchal interest.
Confident that they no longer needed his assistance, they were no 
longer willing to admit that superiority, which must have been yielded 
to T im ; and therefore, to obviate opportunity for any measures in his 
favor, making a merit o f supporting the decrees and judgements o f the 
people, they resolved that none should he restored who had been 

’ banished by the people. .
In.other points they did not preserve the same respect for the decrees 

o f  the people, or the forms o f the antient constitution,, or even for 
their own declarations concerning the new one. The appointment o f a Thucyd.Lg-*, 
supreme assembly o f five thousand had been held out only as a lure,

to>
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to ingage readier acquiescence under the otlier changes; for such a 
body would have been perhaps even more difficult to manage,^ by the 
Few, who propose4 to hold all power in their own hands, than the 
assembly open to every citizen. But they declared, and they found 
no small^advantage in so doings not only that the supreme power in 
last resort was to be, vested in such a select, yet numerous body of 
citizens, but that the selection, though not published, was already 
made; for thus they kept every man in hopes for himself, and in fear 
o f  his neighbor.

The. party, being thus completely masters within the city,.turned 
• their attention to things without. It was a most important object for

After2 7 Feb, them to makepeace with Lacedsemon, and they had warm hope of 
success. Accordingly they sent to Agis, then in Deceleia, representing 
to him, that he would no longer have a fickle, faithless and arrogant 
multitude to deal with, but a , government more resembling that 
o f Sparta, and which might deserve his confidence. But Agis, 
considering the probable ferment o f men’s minds' immediately after 
such a revolution, thought he m ight possibly find means to command 
terms instead o f treating for them. Declining therefore any .negotiation, 
he sent for a large force from Peloponnesus, with which, added to his 
troops in Deceleia, he raarched -to the walls of Athens. The Athenian 
people, he concluded, would not yet be disposed to  pay regular and 
quiet obedience to their new leaders : the sudden appearance of a 
hostile army would excite alarm ; difference o f opinion would pro
bably arise; contention would follow, and perhaps mutiny ; and, in 
the.confusion, possibly a well-timed assault might carry the city.

The event justifies the cbatacter o f ability, which Thucydides gives tô  
the leaders o f the oligarcbal party in Athens, N othing happened of 
what Agis expected. The whole o f the Athenian cavalry went out o f the 
city, in good order, accompanied b y  some light-armed and bowmen, with 
a body of heavy-armed following to support them. The Peloponnesian 
army had not a force o f cavalry equal to oppose the Athenian. A  detach
ment, advancing very near the walls, was attacked and overpowered, 
and the Athenians carried off the dead. Agis finding himself thus 
disappointed, prudently withdrew to Deceleia, and sent back the troops

lately

Thucyd. 1.7.
c. 78.
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lately arrived from Peloponnesus. The Athenian-ministry n’ere thus 
encouraged tq try again a negotiation,- and, fresh overture^ to Agis 
being now favorably received, they made no delay in sending ministers End of 

to Lacedaemon. March,

S E C T I O N  VI.
Opposition o f the fleet and army at Samos to the new government o f  

Athens: Thrasybulus. Dissatisfaction o f  the Peloponnesian aimia- 
ment with its general. Assistance sent from  the Peloponnesian 

• armament to Pharnabazus satrap o f the Hellespont. The restoration 
o f  Alcibiades decreed by the Athenian armament: Alcibxades elected 

■ general by the armament. Fresh discontent o f the Peloponnesian 
armament: Astyochus succeeded in the command by Mindarus. Com
missioners from  the new government o f  Athens to the armament at 
Samos: Able and beneflcial conduct o f  AlcihiadeSf •

T h u s  successful in their administration at home, and in train to put g, 
an end to war within Greece, dijficulties were arising for the 
garchal leaders, which no wisdom on their part probably could have 
prevented. - Peisander, before he left Samos, had exerted himself Ttnwyd. 1. s. 
am ong the people of that Hand, so far as to' persuade many o f the 
democratical party to jo in  the oligarchal; and a society was. formed 
o f three hundred friends o f oligarchy, who, according to usual practice, 
bound themselves to oneanother by solemn oaths to support their 
common measures. Peisander thought the oligarchal interest thus 
secure among the Samian people  ̂ as he hoped i t  was in the armament- 
But, after his - departure, tumults arose among the j Samians: the 
Athenians o f  coijfse interfered; and, Charminus, one o f the generals, 
was, with some others, unfortunately killed. In these contests the 
oligarchal party had the advantage; they depended upon support from 
the Athenians, among whom they supposed the oHgarphal to be now 
the prevailing interest; and they were proceeding to take farther mea
sures against the supporters o f democracy.

But
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But there had always been, among the patrons o f  democracy, at 

Athens, some of the first families o f the commonwealth: for o f  these 
there were always some who could more readily rise to power through 
the democratical than the oligarchal interest; and indeed some were con
sidered in a manner hereditary chiefs o f the democratical gause, The 
present generals, Leon and Diomedon, connected they were M'ith 
the leaders o f  the oligarchal party, yet having themselvhs great interest 
among the people, were averse to. the proposed change o f government; 
an d ,'th e  democratical Samians soliciting their protection against the 
oppression o f the oligarchal, they readily gave it.

Leon and Dioraedon, however, appear to have beeen moderate in 
party, and not men o f commanding characters. There were two 
younger offiders, o f inferipr rank, Thrasybulus son o f Lycus,'captain 
o f  a trireme, and Thrasyllus, an ofl&cer o f the heavy-armed, who by 
their reputation for ability, courage, .activity and integrity, were of 
principal consideration. These were Zealous in the democratical 
cause: they instigated the generals, by whom they were v/ell received'; 
they were sedulous in argument and persuasion among the soldiers and 
seamen, by whom they were beloved and respected; arid thus, while 
•the revolution took place at Athens in favor of oligarchy, the prepon
derance o f the democratical cause was restored in the armament at 
Samos. The democratical Samians then, obtaining support from the 
Athenians, prevailed against their .opponents. Thirty o f the society 
o f three hundred Were put to death .* three were banished ; and the rest, 
with a humanity not common in Greek sedition, on submitting to demo
cracy, received a free pardon . . • . •

The revolution at Athens being unknown yet at Sanios, Chareas 
son o f Archestratus, a. man .of eminence-in the Athenian armament, 
was dispatched in the herald-ship Paralus to report these trans
actions ; not without expectation that he would h? the messenger 
o f grateful news to the ruling powers. Information of the extraoi’- 
dinary change that had taken place meeting' him on his arival, he

’f The phrase of-Thucydides, singularly to be panslated : To»V 
«ODcise and singularly expressive, is-scarcely tsXcittm ^vyimf^irtvon.

i , .instantly
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instantly secreted himself; and the event justified the suspicion which 
directed that conduct. Two or three o f his officers were thrown into 
prison : his crew were moved into an ordinary trireme on the EubOean 
station; and the sacred ship was committed to persons more devoted 
to  the ruling party. Chsereas, waiting only to acquire information, in 
his concealment, o f the circumstances o f  the revolution, returned iij 
haste to Samos, and reported there, with the usual, or even more than 
usual exaggeration o f party-spirit, the violences o f those who held the 
powers o f  government at home. Regardless o f truth, he dwelt upon 
whatever would be likely most to irritate the passions o f those serving 
in the armament.. A  few assassinations, i f  we may judge from the 
omission o f all mention o f them upon this occasion by the historian, 
seem not to have been considered as what would make much'im'pfession: 
the sufferers were probably little connected with the armament, or little 
esteemed in i t : but ‘ that the Four-hundi-ed inflicted stripes withoutre- 
‘ serve; that despotic restriction was put upon discourse; that complaint
* ,was held criminal, and that it was dangerous to open the lip against
* the ruling powers ; that even the wives and children of those on forein 
‘ service were not secure from insult; that it was proposed to confine, 
‘ as hostages, the nearest friends o f all those in the armament at Samos, 
‘ who were supposed friends o f d em o cracyth ese  were the topics on 
w hich Chsereas principally insisted.

Such information, from ~a man of rank, just arrived from Athens, 
Avhen the armament was already in a ferment, raised an instant flame. 
In  the first moment o f alarm^ and passion, the zealots for democracy 
were going to turn their swords against those o f their comrades who 
had shown a disposition to favor oligarchy; and nothing prevented so 
rash a. measure, but the consideration, warmly urged by some of the 
more prudent among them, that the Peloponnesian armament was 
near enough to take advantage o f such a circumstance, for the destruc
tion of both parties.

Bloodshed being thus prevented, and the commanders-in-chief,, as 
far as appears, passive, Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus took the lead: for 
it  was not now a military business, but the civil interest o f the com-

VoL. II. sM monwealth,
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inon^ealtb,,which it  behooved the armament, a large and almost a 
preponderant portion a f  the commonwealth, to take into consideration. 
The first measure w s  to  require an oath from all, with particular 
attention to those supposed to favor oligarchy,,binding them, in the 
most solemn manner, to support deipocracy, to persevere in the war 
against the Peloponnesians, to maintain concord among themselves, 
to hold the Four-hundred for enemies, and to admit no treaty with 
them. This* oath, having been universally taken by the Athenians, 
was tendered to the Samians, who also took it universally. Hence
forward the Samians were admitted to all councils, as men ingaged 
in  the same cause with the Athenians, and bound by the same interest, 
whose assistance was necessary to their welfare, and whose welfare 
depended* upon their success. - '

Matters being thus far settled, the armament would no longer con
sider the commonwealth as existing' a t Athens, but took upon them-', 
selves to be the commonwealth. The generals Leon and Diomedon, 
notwithstanding the degree o f concurrence they had thus far given, 
were esteemed not sufficiently zealous in the cause. As the general 
assembly o f Athenian citizens, therefore, the armament assumed autho
rity to depose them, together wdth every commander of a trireme 
whom they thought adverse to democracy5 and Thrasybulus and 
Thrasyllus were, by the same authority, raised to th^ command-in-chieff.

'These measures, in fact declaring a civil war, put equally the arma
ment and the city, both watched by a forein enemy already too powerful,,, 
in a most perilous situation. The armament, however, says the his
torian, comforted themselves wit]i the eonsiderations; that they were 
the strength o f the commonwealth; that the oligarchal party, tho in 
possession o f the city, were comparativ’̂ êly weak: that, the whole fleet 
being theirs, the subject-states must also be theirs, together with the 
revenue thence arising; the collection o f which they possessed means, 

't o  inforce, which the oligarchal party were totally Avithout: that, evert  ̂
for subsistence, those who held Athens were more dependent upoit 
them than they upon those Avho were masters o f Athens for-not only 
they could more command the sea, but they could even more command 

Q the-
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the entrance o f the harbour o f Peirreus. With regard to a honre, Samos, 
a fine iland with a considerable city, was no, contemptible home. Such 
then being their -means, not only o f subsistence and security, but even 
o f  wealth and power, it was little to be .doubted but Alcibiades, ilb 
treated as he had been by the oligardial party, would gladly join his 
interest with theirs; and tlins, the king o f Persia becoming their all}'̂ , 
there was no kind or degree o f success rvhich they might not reason
ably hope. But should they finally  ̂he deceived, in any oi‘ in all their 
views against their domestic enemies, still, Avhile such a fleet was theirs, 
retreats would not be wanting, where they might find, not only lands 
o f  which to possess themselves, but also cities in whicli to settle-.

The oligarchal party at Athens had always been apprehensive that 
the nautic multitude, as Thucydides calls them, ivould not readily 
acquiesce under the change of government. Immediately- therefore 

.after the appointment o f the council o f Four-hundred, ten commissi
oners had been dispatched for Samos, Avitldnstructions, in giving infor
mation o f the -change, to- apologize, soothe and persuade. The com
missioners, however,, meeting* intelligence at Delos o f the violent 
measures of the democratical party in the armament, the deposition of 
tlie generals, and the appointment of Tbrasybulus and Thrasyllus to 
the command, feared to'proceed. -

Fortunately for Athens at.this time, there \vas neither able conduct 
at the head o f the Peloponnesian armament, nor union among the 
membersi Discontent grew so as to threaten mutiny or defection; 
and in this the Syracusans took the lead. ‘ It was evident,’ they s îd,
* that the satrap meant no good to their cajjse. N ot only the pay 
‘ Avhich ,he had ingaged to furnish was reduced, . but the reduced 
‘ pay was irregularly and deficiently issued. , Under pretence of 
‘ w^aiting for the Phenician fleet, which* he did not intend should ever 
‘ join them, he had prevented action with the enemy when weak iii 
‘ numbers. He now continued to prevent it, when they were perhaps 
‘ yet weaker through sedition; and their own commander-in-chief 
‘ either overreached or bought, yielded to him in everything.’

Urged by fear o f sedition among his own people, while he was invited 
b y  intelligence of sedition among the Athenians, Astyochus deter-
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mined to lead the fleet against the enemy. B ut, when he arrived off 

Samos, things were already composed in the A thenian armament under 

Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus, w ho were equal to their new command. 

A ll was order and vigila n ce w ithin  the harbour: an express was sent 

to the H ellespont to  require the return o f  Strom bichides, who arrived  

q u ic k ly ; and then th e A thenian fleet, consisting o f  a hundred and 

eight triremes, m oved toward th e Peloponnesians, w ho declined the 

offered battle, and retired into the^port o f  M iletus.

Such, after all the great loss in Sicily, and with factio n  so raging as 

to render i t  doubtful w’here the governm ent existed, was still the naval

1.8, power o f  A th e n s; while the Peloponnesians were so far from being able, 

with their own strength, to support the contest in naval war, that a 

diminution only o f  pecuniary assistance from Persia, reduced them  

im m ediately to distress. B ut while Persian policy was successfully em

ployed in fom enting the divisions o f  Greece, the weakness o f the Persian 

government, and the m ilitating interests o f its officers com m anding  

provinces, afforded the Greeks reciprocal advantages. Pharnabazus pro

posed to profit from the grow in g dissatisfaction o f  the Peloponnesians 

with Tissaphefnes. H e sent to inform them, ‘ that i f  th ey would bring  

* their fleet to  the Hellespont, an d  connect their interests with his, 

‘ he would furnish faithfu lly and regularly th at pay and those supplies,

‘ which Tissaphernes was evid en tly  no lo n g e r  disposed to g ive .’ A t  

the same tim e there arrived from th e Byzantines a proposal to revolt, 

i f  support could be obtained from the Peloponnesian fleet. These  

overtures were deemed b y  the Peloponnesian com m anders to require 

immediate attention. B u t to m ake their way to the Hellespont, they  

- must probably fight the A thenian fleet, uffiich the commander-in:^ 

ch ief desired to avoid. F orty ships therefore were sent under Cle- 

-archus son o f  Rhaniphias, w ith direction  to take a circuitous course 

through the open sea, that he m igh t escape observation from the  

Athenian scouts. H is passage was interrupted b y  a storm. T en  o f  

his triremes only, under H elix us the M egarian commander, made their 

w ay good to the Hellespont ; the rest, being dispersed, sought again  

the port o f  M iletus, which th ey were fortunate enough to reach. 

Clearchus prosecuted his journey b y  land to take th e Hellespontine

command,

April.
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corn mail d, and on his arrival he found Byzantiunl, through-the exer

tions o f  Helixus, in concert with the Peloponnesian party there, already 

a member o f  the Peloponnesian confederacy.

W ith  this disposition am ong the dependencies o f  Athens to revolt^ 

Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus were aware that they had undertaken 

what, with their own strength, they should scarcely be able to bring  

, to a good conclusion. W hether they had previously held any intelli

g en ce  wUh Alcibiades, is not said by the historian, but appears pro

bable. A n  assembly o f  the Athenian citizeps o f the armament was 

summoned, as i f  the legal general assembly o f  the . commonwealth. 

T hrasybulus undertook to  explain the advantages to be expected from 

the restoration o f  A lcibiades: the assembly assentedtj and a resolu

tion , in the form o f a decree o f the Athenian people, declared hihi 

restored to the privileges o f  an Athenian citizen, and no longer liable, 

for any passed transaction, to either punishment or trial. *

T h is  being carried, Thrasybulus, whose measure principally it  was, 

w en t him self to com m unicate information o f  it to Alcibiades, then 

residing with Tissaphernes. They returned together to Samos : the 

assem bly was again convened, and A lcibiades spoke. After shortly 

lam enting the calam ity o f  his. exile, the injury that had insued to  his 

country, and the misery to  him self he adverted to present circum

stances, and dwelt largely on the fair prospect that appeared o f  future 

prosperity to  Athens, through the benefits w hich his restoration would 

bringi ‘ N o th in g ,’ he said, tw a s  w anting to induce the satrap to  

‘ take an active part in  their favor, but- sufficient assurance o f  steddi- 

‘ ness in the governm ent, and due adherence to ingagqments made.

* N o r  was it any secret what he would require; for he had repeatedly 

‘ declaredj that he would freely treat with Alcibiades, were the affairs

* o f  th e  commonwealth again committed to him. In that case, not

* on ly his revenue should supply the wants- o f  Athens, b u tth e  Pheni- 

cian fleet, now at Aspendus, instead o f  reinforcing the Peloponnesian,

‘ should jo in  tlie Athenian against the Peloponnesians.’ T h e assembly 

were ready to believe w hat they wished to  be true, and the speech o f  Thueyd. I. f .  

A lcibiades.m ade such impression, that be was upon the spot electetl 

gen eral: those before appointedi w erecontin&ed as ]his collegues; but

the

    
 



4S4

Thuc5'd-1. 8. 
c. S3.

I I I S T O R y  O F  G 11E E C E  C h a p . t l X ,

the cliief direction of aCairs, with the approbation apparently of 
Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus, passed imniediately into his hands.

y h in g s  being so far , settled, immoderate jo y  and thoughtless con- 
fidenee pervaded the.armament. Already they held the Beloponnesians 
in contempt. Revenge against the Fonr-hundred was their favorite 
object; Ahey considered the means as in their hands, and they would., 
sail directly to Peirajiis. Alcibiades however had influence  ̂ and he 
did not want prudence, to check the rash design. * The nearer enemy.,’ 
he said, ‘ must not be sp left, to act unopposed against tbe most va- 
 ̂ luable possessions o f the commonwealth. V/ith regard to himself,

* moreover, it would. be utterly improjrer to run to distant euterprize,
‘ without g o in g iirsf to communicate personally rvith the satrap. Their
* interest required that.he should show hhnself in tbe rank in which 
 ̂ they had placed h i ma n d ,  armed with the importance which that rank
‘ gave, consult concerning the arrangements to be made.’ They yielded. 
to these arguments; the assembly was-dismiased, and be set off imme
diately: anxious, says the historian,, to show Tissapbernes his power 
among the Athenians, as to impress the Athenians with an opinion o.f 
his influence with Tissapbernes ; and, as he could now be, to both, either 
a valuable friend or a formidable foe  ̂ he. awed the Athenians with the 
name o f Tissapbernes, and Tissapbernes with that o f  the Athenians.

Intelligence o f these transactions in Samos, being conveyed to the 
Peloponnesian armament at Miletus, occasioned a violent ferment 
there. The irregularity and deficiency o f the issues o f pay, before 
ccTmplained of, had increased since the appearance o f the Athenian fleet 
on the coast, and the refusal o f battle by the Lacedaemonian commander. 
Alcibiades, lately their counsellwy and still the man o f most influence 
with the sajtraja, was now become comniander-in-chief o f the enemy. 
N ot only tbe soldiers and sailors, but the principal officers, openly 
accused A^tyochus o f compliance adverse to their interests and that of 
their country. Weak and mean, they declared, they had always 
thought.it, b u t they now pronounced it. treacherous; and unless a 
successful battle was fought, or new measures \vere taken to procure 
supplies, the crews, they said, would, and indeed must des.ert,'to find 
subsistence.

The
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The Sicilian forc^ was noAV no longer guided by the wiklem, the 
energy, an'd the influence o f Hermocrates, who, in consequence o f a 
change in the Syracusan administration, had been superseded in bis com
mand. While then the rest o f the armament.canvassed m.atters among Tbucyd. 1,8. 
themselves, the Syracusan and Thqrian seamen, with the licentiousness 
and arrogance nourished under a democratical goveinment, and either 
allowed, or not duly controlled, by a democratical commander, went 
in a body to Astyochus, and, in a tumultuous manner, demanded the 
pay due to them. Astyochus, who appears to have had no talent for 
holding authority, reproved them with Spartan haughtiness; and not 
only threatened Dorieus the Thiifian eoinmander ”  (who, irnproperly 
enough, accompanied his people, and even spokeTor them) but lifted 
his stick as i f  to strike him. It is from, Thucydides that we have this 
testimony to the rough manners o f a Spartan general; to which the 
democratical Thurians made the rough return that might be expected.
W ith a nautic shout, they rushed forward to protect and revenge their 
commanding officer. Fortunately for Astyochus, an altar was near, 
and he fled to it: the rioters respected the sanctuary, and presently 
dispersed.

This was not the only wou'nd which the Lacedmmonian eommandsnf- 
fered. Tissaphernes had taken a strong measure to secure his authority 
in M iletus; he had built a fort within the walls o f the city, and placed a 
garrison there. In the necessity o f the Milesians, on first revolting* 
from Athens, to procure protection, on anj  ̂ terms, against Athenian 
vengeance, it does not appear that this had occasioned any opposition

“  The scholiast, hastily and carelessly, 
considering Dorieus as a gentilitious name, 
interprets it to rhean Hermocrates.- Ih 
recollecting that the Syracusans were a Dori
an people, he seems to, have forgotten that 
the Lacedaimonians were so, A Spartan 
general would Scarcely distinguish a Syracu
san as the Dorian, by way o f eminence. " In 
a preceding passage (c. 3 5 .1 .8 .)  Thucydides 
particularizes Dorieus son of Diagoras. as 
the commander of the Thurian squadron in 
the Peloponnesian jBeet. Within-a few fol

lowing "sentences he mentions Hermocrates 
as already superseded by an order from Syra
cuse, and adds circumstances hardly allowing 
the supposition that he had at all in'eouraged 
the offensive conduct of the Sicilians. It 

'may be observed farther that Dorieus sou' 
of Diagoras, apparently the same man spoken, 
of by Thucydides, is mentioned by Xeno
phon, (Hellen. 1,1.. c. 1. s.2.) Nor is this the 
only instance'in which we find Dorieus, like- 
other gentilitious names among the Greeks, 
taken as the proper name of an individual.

o r
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o r  complaint. Bui, when th ey th ou gh t themselves established mem

bers o f  the Peloponpesian confederacy, they began to consider sucl> a 

b ad ge o f  forein servitude with uneasiness, j arid at length, the spreading 

discontent again st Tissaphernes incouraging, th ey entered the fort by  

surprize, w ith  a superior armed force; and com pelled the garrison t o '  

withdraw. T h e  Lacedjemoriian commissioner, Lichas, condemned 

this violence. Apparently he and his collegues had learned to be 

more complaisant to the satrap than when th ey arrived from Sparta.

‘ M iletus,’ he said, ‘ being situated in Asia, was w ithin the k in g o f  

‘ Persia’s proper dominion. I t  becam e its people therefore to submit 

* to Tissaphernes as his officer; and the interest' o f  the confederacy 

< required that it should be so.’ A  majority, however, o f  the allies in 

the armament, and, above the rest, the Syracusans, declared openly and 

vehem ently their dissent to the doctrine o f  Lichas, and their approba

tion o f  the conduct o f  the M ilesians. A c c o rd in g ly  the Milesians 

persisted in exclu d in g the Persian garrison, and asserting their 

independency, and they manifested, upon all occasions, without 

scruple or reserve, a warm anim osity against th e  Lacedasmpnian com

missioner.

T h in gs were in this state a t M iletus, when M indarus arrived from  

Lacedsemon to supersede A styo ch u s in the com m and-in-chief. M ean

while the wary Tissaphernes held to the former advice, arid w ould not 

change his p o licy for the present persuasion o f  A lcibiades. H e would 

hold the balance between the con ten din g parties in G reece; and he 

could no more be induced now  to  break rviththe Lacedem onians, than 

h e ’ had desired before to g iv e  them a decisive superiority. O n  the 

contrary A styoch u s remained in fa v o r : for the same con duct which 

had rendered that general obn oxious to  m any o f  those under his com

mand, had been gratifyin g to th e satrap. W hen therefore Astyochus 

returned home, Tissaphernes sen t w ith him  G auleites, a Carian, who- 

spoke both the Greek and Persian languages, in q u ality  o f  his minister 

to  Sparta. Gauleites w'as instructed to  apologize for any apparent 

slackness in Tissaphernes toward the interest o f  the Peloponnesian 

confederacy, and to prefer complaints against the M ilesian s; particu

larly insisting uprin their affronting and injurious co n d u ct in expelling

* .the
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the Persian garrison. The Milesians, informed of this, sent ministers g. C .- t i l .  
to  vindicate themselves; and Herinocrates, reduced to the situation 
o f an individual without office, accompanied them to Sparta.

Such, fortunately for Athens, was the distraction of interests among 
its enemies, while there was an Athenian commonwealth in ^ttica 
and another in Samos,' more virulently inimical to each other than 
to any foreih foe. ■ Meanwhile the Four-hundred, through a strange 
incautiousness, met with a check in their proposed negotiation for, 
peace with LacedEemon. Their ambassadors imbarked in a trireme, Thucyd. I. 8. 

manned vdth those who had been removed from the herald-ship 
Paralus, for their devotion to the democratical party at Samos. In 
passing the Argolic coast, the crew mutinied, carried the vessel into 
Nauplia, and delivered the ambassadors prisoners to the Argian admini
stration. N o independent Grecian state was so interested in the schism 

* o f  the Athenian commonwealth as Argos. The revolution had excited 
great alarm. I t  was apprehended that the abolition o f democracy, at 
Athens, would be followed by the.downfall o f  the democratical interest 
throughout Greece. Intelligence of the turn which things had taken, 
a t Samos, was proportionally gratifying: the opportunity to serve the 
democratical party, by checking the negotiation of their adversaries, 
was seized with zeal; and, as it was tlie purpose o f the Athenian crew 
to  jo in  the fleet at Samos, the Argians sent with them ministers, com
missioned to assure the democratical party there of their friendship 
and support .

.T h e cornmissioners, appointed by the Four-hundred to negotiate c. s6. 
with the fleet and army, meanwhile had ventured to proceed,from Delos, 
and arrived at Samos about the same time with the ministers from 
Argo.s. Alcibiades was already returned; an assembly o f the Athenian 
citizens in the armament was summoned, and the commissioners frojn 

' Athens, and the Argian ministers, were together admitted to audience.
^^Tumult immediately began among the soldiers. ‘ Those who h^d 

‘ subverted the democracy,’ it was exclaimed, ‘ should receive capital 
* punishment.’ The generals used their endeVors to^reslore o,rder, 
and with some difficulty succeeded. The commissioners then addressed 
the assembly. Their first solicitude was to discredit the charges, reajly 

V o L , II. 3 N  " replete

    
 



H I S T O i i r  - O F  G R E E C E .  C hap, X IX ..

replete with falsehood, which ha<3 been alledged against the Four- 
hundred by Chtereas. They assured the soldiers and seamen ‘ that 
‘ their friends and relations at Athens had never received the least 
‘ injury or inolestatioh from the*present government.’ Thus far they 
were heard with patience; but when they proceeded to vindicate the 

• change made in the constitution, calling it ‘ still ^.democracy, modi- 
‘ fied oiily in shch a manner as the present circumstances rendered neces- 
‘ sary,’ they were interrupted, with fresh tumult. When qiiiet was again 
restored, still the commissioners could not gain attention: others would 
s p e a k v a r i o u s  opinions were given, various proposals offered; and 
at length it appeared the prevailing disposition, and even the decided 
resolution, to sail immediately^ for Peirffius, and at once restore the 
former constitution, and puiiish those who had overthrown it.

Then, says Thucydides, for the first time, Alcibiades did his country 
a real service, and such a service that perhaps no man ever did a greater. 
The assembly was on the point o f  passing the rash decree, and, in the 
zeal o f  the moment, it would have been carried into instant execution. 
Athens thus would have been plunged into the horrors o f civil war, 
and every remaining dependency o f the commonwealth in Ionia and 
on the Hellespont would have passed almost instantaneously into the 
hands o f the enemy. N o man certainly, continues the historian, but 
Alcibiades was able to prevent th is ; and he did prevent it. He reproved 
the passion that had been shown in the proceedings, and the people, 
the armed people, bore his reproof: he demonstrated the destructive ten
dency o f what was proposed, and they were alarmed with their own 

-measure: he procured acknowlegementthat what had been advised by 
others was wrong; and, taking upon himself to dictate, the answerwhich 
should be returned to Athens, they yielded to his authority. ‘ He did 
‘ notobject,’ he said, ‘ to limiting the votes in the general assembly to
* five thousand: but he would require the immediate abolition o f the 
‘ council o f Four-hundred, and the restoration o f the antient council 
‘ o f Five-hundred. I f  the new government had retrenched any super-
* iluous expence^. so that the forces serving abroad might be more 
‘ certainly and plentifully subsisted, they should have his applause for 
‘ it. He trusted they would not separately make any treaty with the

* enemy.
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‘ enemy. With the present strength of the commonwealth intire, there 
‘ wias go o d ' hope that the enemy might be brought to a reasonable
* accommodation; but, Avere so large a portion as. either the party now 
‘ prevailing in Samos, or the party now prevailing in Athens, to be 
 ̂ cut off, there would soon be no commonwealth left for an Cneniy to

* treat with.’ Alcibiades, having thus answered the commissioners, then 
addressed the Argian ministers ; thanking them in the name of the 
assembly for the zeal their commonwealth had manifested, and desiring 
they would only hold themselves in readiness to give that assistance, 
which might become important, tho in the moment it was not wanted.

This hazardous business being thus fortunately accommodated, it 
became necessary for Alcibiades to attend to the motions o f Tissaphenies, 
W'ho was gone to Aspendusto visitthePhenicianfleetthere, and had taken 
with him the Laccdajmonian commissioner Lichas, with two Pelopon
nesian triremes, under the command of Pbilippus, the harmost o f 
Miletus. N o less than a hundred and forty-seven ships of war were 
actually assembled; a force ample to give tlie superiority to which
soever o f the belligerent powers the satrap might chuse to favor. 
Alcibiades followed him ; probably too well acquainted with both his 
character and his designs, either to fear that he would aflFord any very 
eifectual support to the Peloponnesians, or to expect that he Avould̂  
be diverted from a policy, so congenial to his nature, as that o f wearing 
out both parties, Avhile he gave hopes to both. Alcibiades kneAv also that 
it was much an object, with the satrap, to gratify his court, by doing 
ifs business with the least possible expence. But he had npertheless'his 
end in his journey. He gained the credit, with the Athenians, o f 
preventing the junction o f the Phenician fleet with the Peloponnesians, 
and he disturbed the councils and measures o f the Peloponnesians,- by 
g iv in g  neAv force to the jealousy and mistrust they had for some time 
entertained o f Tissaphernes,
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S E C T I O N  V I I .

Schism in the new government o f  Athens.
revolution.

Theramenes: a second

R. C. 4 1 1 . W h il e , at Samos, the democraiical party were held together, and 
concert was maintained in their proceedings, through the decided 

April. superiority o f  one man at their head, division was growing among the 
'dien o f great abilities, but o f  various tempers, views and interests, 

•who directed the aifairs of the oligarchal party at Athens. Aristocrates 
son o f SiceliuSj Theramenes one o f the generals o f the establishment, 

.and some others in high offices, had been for some time dissatisfied 
•with the prospect o f their affairs; insomuch that they wanted only 

€. 90. opportunity to disingage themselves from their party. On the con.- 
trary Antiphon and Peisander, whose strong measures left no means of 
retreating, Phrynichus, who dreaded nothing equally with the retyrn 
o f Alcibiades, and Aristarchus, upon principle the most inveterate and 
vehement o f all the enemies o f the democracy, together with many other 
men o f considerable weight, remained firm in their purpose of main
taining the oligafchy.

The answer from Alcibiade.s, and the account, brought by their 
commissioners, o f the state o f things in Samos, together with their 
hnowlege o f the inclination to secession, within their own party, gave 
much uneasiness, but produced no disposition to yield. Their proposed 
resource was to make peace with LacedtemOn; and upon any terms, 
rather than not make peace. With- an oligarchal government they 
trusted they might easily obtain, not peace only, but alliance and 
certain protection: and indeed they considered the means o f connection 
■ with Lacedaemonias their only ground o f  hope, even for personal safety. 
Their former embassy having been stopped, by the mutiny o f the crew 
o f the vessel in which it sailed. Antiphon and Phrynichus now undertook 
the negotiation. Those who directed the government at home, were in 
the mean time to take measures for obviating domestic opposition.. With

this
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this vievv it was judged o f much impoftance to forward the completion of 
a fort, some time since begun, on a spot-called Eetioneia, commanding the 
entrance o f the harbour o f Peirteusi I t  was already so far advanced that 
they established the public magazine o f corn there; and they not only 
caused all corn imported to be there deposited, but compelled all indi
viduals in the city, who possessed any quantity, to send it thither.

Meanwhile the same answer from Samos,.which urged the determined Thucyd.!. 8. 
supporters o f oligarchy to these strong measures, incouraged the dissen- 
tients in their proposed secession. That answer offered them a clear 
overture for an accommodation. Even in Athens the body o f the, 
people was still inclined to democracy ; and, to restore superiority to 
the democratical party, leaders only were wanting, in whom the body 
o f  the people might confide. To obtain their confidence therefore 
became the object o f Theramenes and Aristocrates. This would give 
them importance with the chiefs o f the armament at Samos, and ground 
on which to open a treaty.

Other circumstances followed, still to incourage and incite them.
■ Antiphon and Phrynichus returned from Laceda:mon, without effecting 
in any degree the purpose o f their mission, or however without effecting 
any purpose that they dared declare. Presently after, intelligence EndpfApril, 
arrived o f a fleet assembling in the Laconian ports, to favor the revolt 
o f  Euboea. Appearances gave to. suspect that, instead o f Euboea, the 
fleet was intended for the A ttic coast; and that the fort o f Eetioneia 
was intended to insure the reception o f a Pelopontiesian fleet, as much - 
as to prevent the entrance of the Athenian" into the harbour of Peirajus.
N o r ŵ as this suspicion, in the opinion of Thucydides, unfounded. The 
first wish of the oligarchal party, says the historian, was undoubtedly 
to have the command o f the Athenian empire intire; but, i f  this could 
not be, they would have been glad to hold the independent dominion of 
Attica,' deprived o f the subject^states, yet preserving th e fleet and the 
walls o f the. city : rather however than submit to the restoration of 
democracy, which would involve their certain ruin,' they Avould have 
consented to the demolition o f the fortifications o f Athens and the 
Burrender o f the whole fleet, that their persons and estates only might j jj
be secure, under Laqedsembnian protection.. The construction of e. gs*
M jthe
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the fort was therefore prosecuted with the utmost diligence; and, as 
it arose, the disposition o f the gates and sally-ports/ says the historian, 
sufficiently indicated its purpose.

Against these measures, which Thucydides, no friend in general to 
democracy, reprobates, and which ought,to have united, in opposition, 
every honest hand and heart in Athens, the first signal blow was by 
assassination ; an act in its nature too opposite to ad justice, and too 
subversive o f all order, to firgduce any lasting godd, in whatever cause 
it may be practised. A  few days after the return o f the ambassadors 
from Lacedasmon,. toward midday, in the full agora, and not far from 
the state-house, Phrynichus was stabbed by one o f the city-guard,, and 

•died soon after of the wound. The murderer escaped; but an accorn- 
pliqe, an-Argian, was taken, and being put to the torture by the Four- 
hundred, indicated no name, nor declared anything, but that there 
had been frequent and numerous meetings ip different houses, particu
larly in that o f  the commander o f  the city-guard. N o information 
was obtained, on which any prosecution could be founded: inquiry con- 

. cerning the murder dropped, the deed being, evidently popular; and 
Theramenes and Aristocrates, whether conscious o f the crime or not, 
were incouraged by the event to proceed in their design ‘ *. Those of their 
party, who were o f the Four-hundred, meanwhile ke^t their,seats in that 
council, and Theramenes his office as a general o f  the establishment.

Things were in this situation when the alarming intelligence arrived, 
that the Peloponnesian armament, instead o f going to Euboea, had. 
overrun the iland of iEgina,- and was now at anchor in the harbour .of 
Epidaurus, as i f  threatening Athens itself. Theramenes had foretold 
that this would happen.' From the event, thus confirming Ins prediction, 
he took occasion farther to animate his party against the party of 
Antiphon. ‘ I f  preventive measures,’ he said, ‘ were not quickly 
* taken,, the Peloponnesian troops would be admitted into the fort of

** The orator Lycurgus, in his accusation 
of Leocrates, relates the murder of Phryni
chus differently, in regard to some facts of 
little consequence ; as that it was committed 
by night without the city, at a fountain near 
some willowbeds: but he remarkably cob-  

11  '

firms, what is tnore important in the account 
of Thucydides, the popularity of the deed, 
and the popularity of the principle, that as
sassination, in the cause of the people, was 
meritorious.

* Eetioneia,
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‘ Eetoineia, and a Lacedasmonian would command in Peir^us.’ It 
M'as accordingly resolved to strike the decisive stroke; a large propor
tion o f the heavy-armed were already gained, the ta.vis commanded by 
Aristoci'ates, a body nearly correspondent to our battalion, was on 
duty at the works o f Eetioneia,. and Ilermoi}, an officer u'arni in their 
interest, commanded in Munychia. Under these favoring circum
stances, when measures were not yet completely concerted, the soldiers, 
in their zeal for the cause, arrested Alexicles, the general eommanding 
in Peirseus, a man zealous in the oligarchal interest, put him in close 
confinement, and then set themselves to demolish the fort of Eetioneia.

Intelligence o f this violence passed to Athens while th? council was 
sitting, and Theramenes present. The members o f the opposite party, 
alarmed and indignant, accused Theramenes and his immediate friends, 
as instigators o f sedition. Theramenes, with ready coolness,’ replied 
to  the charge, and proposed to go himself and release his collegue. 
This being incautiously approved, he went instantly, taking with him 

, one o f his collegues present, whose political sentiments he knew to 
agree with his own. Meanwhile alarm spied rapidly, from the state- ' 
house through the c ity ; it was generally supposed that Alexicles was 
put to death, and that the democratical party had taken possession of 
Peirajus, with intention to maintain themselves there, in opposition to 
the existing government. While therefore Aristarchus, with a small 
body o f the equestrian order, whom he could collect in the instant, 
liastened after Theramenes, all the younger and more zealous o f the 
oligarchal party ran to arms. The elder interfered to check the indisv 
crelion of zeal on both sides; and Thucydides ofPharsalus in Thessaly, 
a public guest o f the commonwealth, particularh’ distinguished himself 
in appeasing the commotion. Quiet thus was so far restored that, 
excepting the few who accompanied Aristarchus, none marched in arms 
to Peireens. .

Aristarchus and Theramenes arrived nearly together. The latter 
immediately addressed the soldiers with the authority of general, and 
reproved their conduct.' I t  was however knowm, by many, that hisL 
words did not perfectly express his sentiments; and; while some attended 
to his speech, others continued the demolition o f the fort. Aristarchus,

with
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'With those o f the oligarchal party about him, with much indignation 
interfered in vain. The soldiers, addressing Therameues, asked, ‘ I f  

• ‘ he really thought it for the public good that the fort should be
* completed, or i f  the interest o f the commonwealth did not rather
* require that it should be destroyed ?’ Having had time then to look 
about him, and seeing that he should have sufficient, support, he 
answered, ‘ I f  they were o f opinion, that it ought to be demolished, 
‘ he could not dissent.’ ’ .This sufficed for the soldiers: the whole 
body set immediately to work; and the,word was passed, or rather a 
kind o f short proclamation was ifrade . through Peirmus, evidently not 
a momentary thought o f the soldiers themselves, but either preconcerted 
among themj or communicated by the leaders o f the party; ‘ Whoever 
‘  is for the government o f the Five-thousand, instead o f the tyramiy

' _ ' I f  ' '1  _
* o f  the Four-hundred, let him assist in demolishing the fort.’ To 
have named democracy, or the government o f the people at large, as 
treason against the existing 'government, would have rendered the 
delinquents obnoxious to capital punishment; h u t an appeal to the 
Five-thousand was legal, by the constitution o f the Four-hundred

.themselves. Numbers o f the inhabitants of Peirseus obeyed the call, 
and the demolition o f the fort proceeded rapidly.

Thucyd. 1.8. N ext day, the fprt being completely destroyed, the soldiers released 
their general Alexicles ; and then going to the theater o f Bacchus, 
adjoining to "Munychia, there held a regular assembly. The result pf 
the debate was a resplutipn tp march into Athens, and.take possession 

,o ft h e  Anaceium, the precinct o f  a temple o f  Castor and Pollux, as 
a place o f  arms/ The regularity o f their proceedings, the appeal to the 
Five-thousand, and the care'taken tp do nothing that a majority among 
any five thousand o f the citizens might not perhaps approve, alarmed 
and distressed the oligarchal leaders, more than if  greater violences 
had been committed. The Four-hundred, however, assembling p,t 
their usual hour, sent a committee to confer, with the troops. Addressing 
themselves mdre to individuals, and to small parties, than to the asseip- 
hled body, the committee endevored to conciliate the more nioderate, 
and to persuade them to use their endevors to pacify the more violent: 
‘  The Five-thousarid,’ they said, ‘ should be -immediately declared;

‘ the
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‘ the Four-hundred now in office should, lay down their authority in 
, due time; and it should be for the Five-thousand to decide the kind 

‘ o f  rotation, and the mode of election, by which their successors should 
‘ be appointed. Meanwhile every deareH interest ought to warn the 
* soldiers not, by any violences, to afford those opportunities to an 
‘ enemy at their gates, which might superinduce the destruction of 
‘ the commonwealth.’ These arguments, urged in a conciliating 
manner, had their effect: and it was at length agreed that, on a 
day named, a general assembly should be held, in the precinct o f the 
temple o f Bacchus, to consider o f means for effecting a permanent 
reconciliation o f parties.

T h e day appointed being come, the people were already moving Thucyd. 1.8. 
toward the temple o f Bacchus, when intelligence was communicated, 
that the Peloponnesian fleet under Hegesandridas, consisting o f forty- 
two triremes, having crossed the gulph from Epidaurus, and touched 
at Megara, was actually off Salamis. Immediately the whole force o f  
Athens, o f both parties, united for the moment by the fear o f a common 
enemy, ran down to Peiraeus as by consent; knd, without waiting, 
or, fnost o f them, caring, for orders from the existing government, 
each did what the exigency of the moment appeared to him to require: 
some went aboard the triremes afloat; others launched those ashore; c. 95. 
some took post upon the walls, and some at^the mouth o f the harbour.
The Peloponnesians however made no attempt upon the A ttic coast, 
but, doubling the headland o f Sunium, proceeded to Oropus.

N ew  alarm then seized the Athenians- The.disposition in Euboea 
to revolt was known. Already deprived o f the produce o f Attica by 
the garrison of Deceleia, the added loss o f Euboea would nearly deprive 
them o f  means to subsist. Corn, meat, every article o f food came 
principally from Euboea. Hastily therefore, and under no regular 
direction, as in a dissolution o f government, they manned some triremes 
with such crews as in the moment offered, and, under the command o f * 
Thymochares, the squadron moved immediately for Eretria: some 
triremes stationed there made their number thirty-six. Among the 
numerous proofs, in history, o f the great defects in the antient system 
o f naval war, what followed is not in the least remarkable. Thymochares 

V o x . II .' “ . 3 0  landed
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landed his crews to "et refreshment; The Eretrlans, prepared for revolt, 
had concert-ed measures witli Hegesandridas. N o  provisions were to 
be found in the public'nrarhet; tire Athenians could supply thernselves 
only from private houses far from the portj and the crews in consequence 
dispersed over the town, A  signal was given b y  the Eretrians; the 
Spartan admiral made across the channel; and the Athenian fleet was 
attacked, while the crews were in confusion, and before all could be got 
aboard. A fter some resistance, therefore, it was compelled to fly. 
Some o f  the ships escaped into the harbour o f Chalcis; the rest mostly 
ran upon the Eretrian coast, and the crews fled by land. Those who 
reached a fort occupied by an Athenian garrison, adjoining to Eretria, 
■ \yere safe; but others, who, confiding in the friendship of the Eretrians, 
entered the city, were all put to death. Two and twenty triremes fell 
into the hands o f the Peloponnesians ; and presently all Euboea, except 
Oreus, revolted to them,

The consternation at Athens, on receiving the news o f the event,
i *

was greater than even from the defeat in Sicily.' A ttica  itself was less 
valuable to Athens than Euboea'; not only as the soil was less fertile, 
but as the appropriation o f the produce was less certain, to a power,, 
hitherto the fiî st upon earth by sea, but inferior to Its enemies by land. 
N or w'as this the only distressing consideration ; for, had the enemy 
pushed with their victorious fleet immediately for PeiiEEUs, they 
might have possessed themselves o f  the harbour. W hat precisely might 
have been the consequence was beyond human foresight; but this, 
says the .cotemporary historian, may be esteemed certain, that 
nothing less than the return o f the fleet from Samos, which would 
have superinduced the loss o f Ionia, the Hellespont, and in short the 
whole forein dominion, could have saved Athens. I t  was-not however 
upon this occasion only, he continues, that the Lacedtemonians showed 
themselves most accommodating enemies to the Athenians; and thus 
the misfortune, which threatened the ruin o f the commonwealth, proved 
the prelude to its restoration.

Twenty triremes remained still in the port o f  Peirreus, and they 
w^re immediately manned. But, in the present state 'o f fermentation, 
who should undertake the direction o f public measures, or who 

n  ' ' could
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could undertake it with effect, was not easy to determine. Probably 
nothing could prevent the people from assembling wherever public 
affairs were to be debated. A  proposal hazarded for summoning them 
to the Pnyx, where, under the democracy, the general assemblies had 
been most commonly held, met with general approbation and no avowed 
opposition. lu  the P n yx  accordingly the people m et; the democra- 
tical chiefs found the power in their hands ; and a decree proposed was 
passed, with all the aiitient forms, declaring, ‘ That the council o f 
‘ Four-hundred should be dissolved; that the supreme authority should 
‘ be immediately vested; in F ive-th o u san d th at all, at the time in 
‘ Athens, upon the roll o f the heavy-armed should be o f the Five- 
‘ thousand; that no man in any office under the commonwealth 
 ̂ should receive any pay.’ »

This change was no sooner decided, and the party o f Theramenes in Thucyd. 1. 

consequence possessed o f a clear superiority, than Peisander, Alexi- 
cles, Aristarchus, and many others o f the principal supporters o f oli
garchy, quitted Athens, and most o f them went to Deceleia. Aristar
chus used the means which his office of general afforded, in aban
doning his country, to strike a blow against it. Q£noe, that town on 
the A ttic border against Boeotia, the ineffectual siege o f which, by the 
army under Archidamus, had, twenty-one years before, been the first 
object o f the Peloponnesian arms in the war, was still held by an Athe
nian garrison. The troops passing between Deceleia and Peloponnesus 
were frequently annoyed from it, and a  party of Corinthians bad been 
lately cut off. The Corinthian government, thus instigated, had in
vited the Boeotians to jo in  them in reducing the place ; and the siege 
was formed. W hen Aristarchus determined to fly, he commanded the
attendance of some o f the barbarian bowmen in the Athenian service;

♦
and selecting for the purpose, according to the historian’s phrase, the 
most barbarian, he went to CEnoe. Having quickly concerted matters 
•with the besiegers, he told the garrison, th ata  treaty was made with 
Lacedaemon, according to which (Enoe must be immediately sur
rendered to the Boeotians. The garrison, excluded from other infor
mation, gave credit to a man known to be in the office o f general of the

S O 2 commonwealth :
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commomvealtli; and, obtaining from the besieging army a safeconduct, 
evacuated the place.

Antiphon, with a few oligarchal leaders o f  less note, ventured to 
remain in Athens ; Antiphon apparently trusting in his policy, his 
eloquence, his personal influence, and the quiet conduct he had ob
served ; directing the secret councils o f the party, but leaving others 
to be the ostensible conductoirs o f every measure. Upon' the flight 
however o f the more active leaders, opposition to Theramenes and his 
associates had ceased. M any assemblies o f the people were succes
sively held, according to the antient forms o f the commonwealth, in 
the P nyx : the restoration o f Alcibiades, and o f all who, for the same 
cause, had absented themselves from their country, was decreed; and the 
constitution was settled, says the cotemporary historian, upon a better 
footing than at any time within my m e m o r y a  niixed government 
being established, with the supreme authority judiciously divided 
between the Few and the M any.  ̂ .

In this concise eulogy is contained the whole o f  the account, given 
by Thucydides, of the form o f government established by Theramenes; 
and upon no occasion does he leave us so much to regret the want of 
explanation and detail. Upon no occasion,, howeveiv do we see the' 
historian more strongly marked as the true patriot. Frequently 
we find him reprobating the extravagancies o f an unbalanced demo
cracy so strongly, that we m ight suspect him o f some partiality for 
oligarchy. But here, as indeed throughout his account o f the oli
garchy established by Peisander, he shows himself a decided enemy 
to tyranny in every shape, and the warm partizan only o f whatever 
government might best secure universal freedom through equal and 
well supported law.

'£»•» ys Jf4oEl. Tri my of inion. Smith.*** quidemmemorid, I have no doubt in pre» 
Duker. But Duker adds, in a ferring tHe version of Acacius.. 

note, Acacius ye Sp? w» mali vertit med    
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S E C T I O N  VIII.

Transactions o f  the Peloponnesian fleet under Mindarus, and the 
Athenian under Thrasyllus and Thrasyhulus. N am l action near 
Ahydus. W ily and treacherous policy o f  Tissaphernes. Naval action 
near the Trojan shore. Critical arrival o f  Alcibiades. Naval 
action near Cyzicus, and capture o f  the Peloponnesian fleet. Laconic 
official letter. Liberality o f  Pharnabazus to the Peloponnesians. ' 
Able conduct and popularity o f  Hermocrates, the Syracusan 
general.

D u r in g  these transactions at Athens, the Peloponnesian armament, B. C. 4 l i .  
on the Asiatic coast, had been wholly occupied with the distresses, to g
which the Avant o f an adequate revenue o f their own, and the failure of c. $9. 
the satrap Tissaphernes in his ingagements, had reduced them. One 
©f the Lacedsemonian commissioners, Philippus, had attended the satrap 
toAspendus: another, Hippocrates, was stationed at Phaselis. All in
telligence, from both, confirmed the opinion, long entertained, o f the 
satrap’s faithlessness, and of his determined purpose to deceive them. 
Meanwhile fresh overtures arrived from the satrap of Bithynia, Pharna
bazus ; who, having observed the advantage which Tissaphernes 
derived from his Grecian connection, the recovery of dominion over 
the Grecian towns w ith in  his satrapy, and of the tribute from them, 
which for a long time, had passed to. Athens, showed himself disposed 
to  treat upon terms which, with his more honorable character, might 
be inviting. These united motives induced Mindarus, the new com
mander-in-chief, to resolve upon moving with the fleet to the Hellespont, 
for the sake of readier and surer communication with the Bithynian 
satrap. But the Athenian fleet, at, Samos w'̂ as in the most favor
able situation to intercept his passage; and tho his numbers v’ere 
superior, he desired to avoid a general action. Secrecy and caution, 
however, he hoped m ight prevent interruption; but a storm, coming 
upop him in the passage, compelled him to take shelter in the harbour 
o f Icarus, and remain there five or six days.

During

    
 



470

Thucyd. 1. 8. 
c. 100. Be
ginning of 
July.

H I S r O R Y  O F  G R E E C E .  C h a p . X IX .

During this interval, intelligence passed to Samos, that the Pelopon
nesian fleet had quitted-the port o f  Miletus for the northward. Thra- 
syllus, with whom, in the absence o f Alcibiades and Thrasybulus, the 
chief command rested, in all haste moved with fifty-five triremes for 
the Hellespont, anxious to arrive before the Reloponnesians ; but, in 
his passagej learning that Minclarus,. from Icarus, had gone with his 
fleet to Chios, and remained there, he put into Methymne in Lesbos. 
Beside that Methymnij was a commodious station for watching the 
Peloponnesian fleet, the affairs o f  that valuable Hand required his at
tention, Some men o f the first families o f Methymne, exiles on ac
count o f  their aversion to democracy and the Athenian interest, had 
proposed to profit from present circumstances for restoring themselves 
to their country; the Peloponnesian armament being at hand, the two 
satraps friendly, andAthens distracted by sedition. Having accordingly 
collected a small force on the continent, in pursuance o f the common 
prejudice in favor o f a leader from the mother-country, they put them
selves under the conduct o f Anaxarchus, a T heban; the Boeotians 
being esteemed the parent people o f the jRolian race, and particularly 
o f  the Lesbians**. Their first attempt was a surprize upon Methymne

itse lf: *

*■* ’ xet r» vh evyytvh;> 
iiyoviiitov. Hoc Thucydides, 3. 86.6. 8S. & 
alibi de populis ejusdem originis & consan- 
guineis dicit. Quasnam autem sit Thebano- 
rum, & Methymnseoruin, vel Cyniasorum, si 
quis hoc ad eos pertinere putabit, tfvyyimcc, 
nunc non scio, nec vacat quasrere. Duker. 
—I own I am better pleased withsuch direct 
confession, than when thofe who' undertake 
to be commentators, pass by difficult pas
sages, often of much more historical impor
tance, as if there were no difficulty in them. 
One cannot, however, but wonder atDuker’s 
difficulty here, because the consanguinity 
of the Lesbians and Boeotians not only is 
mentioned bvThucydides in his account of the 
IMitylCnse.m revolt, (b. 3. c. 2.) buttbe'scho- 
liast, commenting upon the passage, explains 
it well and clearly t h u s K » i

(•f AtffSiot) are  avreXt
Aaxe^at/jititiay xai BoearZr, "T̂  Jlj -SYrrENnN 
ONTON i'Tt'i ii,6vo})( nvi Botiwroi; inxrsay' Svlci 
yaj xostA t« ’Aiof^ixoy !rvyyenTi ray AscrSiiaj. 
The reader, who may desire higher authority 
than the scholiast, will find Strabo large on 
the subject. I have been induced to say thus 
much on this little matter, principally for 
the testimony which we here find from Thu
cydides, in confirmation of Strabo’s account 
of the origin of the jLolian Greeks of Asia ; 
Which has been followed in the account given 
of the -ffiolic migration, in the second section 
of the fifth chapter of this History. It is 
indeed, not without attention to such little 
detached scraps‘of information, wherever 
they can be found among the works, of the 

' most authoritative antient writers, that we 
are inabledto collect the scattered members

of
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its e lf ; but the vigilance o f the Athenian coramaniJer , in Mitylene dis
appointing’ them, they hastened across the heights which divide the 
iland, and by a sudden assault took Eresus.- Intelligence o f these 
circumstances had called Thrasybulus with five triremes to Lesbos; he 
found there two Athenian triremes and five Methymn^an, and 
Thrasyllus now joined him with fifty-five. The heav}^-armed were 

. debarked^ and preparation w’as made to attack Eresus by sea and 
land. ' ' •

Meanwhile Mindarus, still desirous to avoid action with the Athenian Thucyd; 1. 3 . 

fleet, and consideringIhe business o f Eresus as a small concern, left 
his Methymnajan friends to their fate, and made his course along the 
Asiatic shore for the-Hellespont. -Thucydides has thought important 
enough for notice, what would now appear utterly trifling, except as 
it  marks, more strongly than anything that has yet occurred, the 
imperfection oT the marine of that age. Speed was the object o f 
Mindarus, both for avoiding the Athenians in the passage, and for 
being before them in the Hellespont: but, as oars were his instruments o f 
motion, intervals o f rest were necessary for his crews; and, as we haVd 
already had occasion to observe, the construction o f a trireme was such, 
and the.crews so numerous for the space, that refreshment could not con
veniently be taken aboard. Mindarus therefore landed liis crews to dine, 
at a port o f the Phocasan territory, and to sup, at Arginuste in the 
Cumrean territory, overagainst Lesbos, where lay the Athenian fleet,
Avhich he w’as so anxious to avoid. M oving again, however, in the night, 
he dined next day at Harmatous, and, proceeding in the afternoon with 
the utmost haste, part o f his fleet arrived before midnight at Rhcfeteium, 
w'ithin the Hellespont, and the rest in the harbour of Sigeium at its 
mouth. Eighteen Athenian triremes were .lying at Sestos. Fire-c. 102. 
signals from the Asiatic shore announced to them their danger, and they
hastened to get out o f the narrow sea. O f four intercepted,’  ̂ one,.

forced

of early Grecian history; to detect the sup
posititious and doubtful among what is re
lated by inferior or later authors ; to ascer
tain and arrange the genuine; and, without 
the assistance of inv<?ntion, to form, of parts

so broken and dispersed, something of a har
monizing whole.

’’ Smith gives to suppose, by his trans
lation, that eight were taken; the Latin 
version more happily imitates all that is

dubious
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forced ashore ne^r temple dedicated to Ho'mer’S hero Protesilaus, 
Avas taken with its*ci'6w ; the crews o f the other three escaped.

The Athenian commanders had trusted, that the Peloponnesian fleet 
could not pass Lesbos without being discovered by their scouts. Re
ceiving intelligence that it was already in the Hellespont, they followed 
immediately, and in their passage took two Peloponnesian triremes, 
which had incautiously pushed too far, in pursuing theAthenian squadron 
from Sestosl On the second day they arrived at Ekeus, upon which 
place Mindarus had been making an unsuccessful attem pt His fleet, 
reinforced with a squadron which he found at Abydus, consisted of 
eighty-six triremes. Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus, with only sixty-eight, 
resolved to offer him battle Five days they employed in preparation 
in the harbour of Elasus, and then moved into the strait with their line of 
battle formed ahead. The Peloponnesians came out o f the harbour of 
Abydus, and formed for action, The Athenians extendin'g their line, 
to prevent being taken in flank by the more numerous enemy, weakened 
their center, which the Peloponnesians in consequence broke; and, 
driving fifteen triremes ashore, debarked and destroyed them. This 
advantage, however, produced disorder in the Peloponnesian line, from 
M'hich Thrasybulus, who commanded the right o f  the Athenian fleet, 
instantly profited ; and, being quickly well seconded by Thrasyllus, 
they [put the whole Peloponnesian fleet to flight, and took twenty- 
one ships t the rest found refuge in the neighboring port o f Abydus. 
The Peloponnesians acknowleged their defeat, by the usual application, 
through heralds, for the restoration o f the dead, and the Athenians 
erected their trophy on the headland of Cynos-sema.

This victory, gained with inferior numbers, was very opportune

dubious' in the original. I  tbinlc Thucydides 
meant to speak o f only four taken. The 
matter is not im portant; but it may be ob
served that, as Thucydides never completed 
his History, the latter chapters, and indeed' 
much of the last book, bear marks o f undi
gested compilation, apd in some places, of 
uncorrected phrase, I should however rather 
suppose the whole his own unfinished work, 
diau that the concluding part was written

by another, it has been said his daughter, 
from his materials.

Tliere can be no doubt but Acacius and 
Hudson are right in their correction of the 
statement of the numbers, o f the two fleets 
in this place. I t  does not rest on conjecture, 
or on the authority o f Diodorus, but is sup
ported by the clear testimony of Thucydides 
himself

for
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for the Athenians.' The depression of-the spirits of the seamen, pro
duced by the defeats at Syracuse, was done away, and they no longer '

' feared the Peloponnesians as their equals in naval action. A  triremes 
sent to Athens with the news, diffused more than common joy. It 
was as the first symptom of recovery from a mortal disease; the more 
welcoine as the more unexpected. Leaders and people .were equally 
incouraged to bear present*evils, and exert themselves with good hope, 
g iv in g  their attention, especially, as the urgency o f the moment 
required, to the revolt o f Eubcea, and the disorders occasioned by the 
late sedition, .

The'advantages, to be expected froin a successful battle, followed Thucyd. 1.8. 
the-victory o f Cynos-sema: the allies and dependants, remaining to 
Athens, were confirmed in their fidelity ; those n ho had revolted were 

_ less satisfied with the part they had taken; and means were opened for 
new enterprize. The fleet sailed for C yzicu s; eight Peloponnesian 
triremes, refurning from Byzantium, M'ere taken by the way; and,
C yzicu s, unfortified, surrendering without a blow, paid for its change of 
politics by a heavy contribution. Aleanwhile the Peloponnesian .com
manders, afraid to keep the sea, and apprehensive o f losing- all they 
had gained on the Asiatic and HeUespontme shores, sent for their fleef 
from Euboea to reinforce them. Alcibiades soon after rejoined the c. los. 
Athenian fleet rvith thirteen ships, bringing with liim the incouraging 
assurance, that he had completely diverted Tissapherncs from his pm-- 
pose of-permitting the Phenician fleet to join the Peloponnesian, and 
that he had, finally conciliated him to the Athenian interest. He seems,, 
however, not to have obtained any pecuniary supply. To procure 
means therefore for- subsisting the armament, for which little or no 
remittance could be expected from home,' he went southward again 
with a squadron of twenty-two triremes ; levied large contributions at 
Halicarnassus, and in the neighboring country; and fixing upon the - 
iland of Cos as a conv-enient station, whence to command the Caiian 
seas and shores, he raised a fort and left a garrison there.

Tissapherncs, meanwhile, more wily than wise, and true to nothing 
hut his evervarying opinion of his own interest, was very uneasy af 
the departure of the Peloponnesiaft fleet from’ Miletus. ' He not only 
apprehended the loss o f advantages derived from his Grecian allianee,

VoL. II. ,3 P . but*
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but be. envietl the probable accession o f those advantages to Phar-’. 
cabaziis. From Aspenclus, therefore, be, hastened back into Ionia, and 
on his arrival found fresh cause o f dissatisfaction. The Cnidians, after 
the example o f the Slilesians, had expelled his garrison from their 
citadel. N or did the evil rest there. The Greeks under tlie Persian 
dominion, in general perhaps less rigorously treated than tmde’r the 
Athenian,- would yet be more liable, especially in the decay of the 
empire, to Occasional oppression from the temper o f individuals in 
command. Arsaces, an officer under Tissaphcrnes, o f  a cruel and faith
less disposition, had made himself particularly odious, by treacherously 
assassinating some o f the Delians whom, on their expulsion from 
their Hand by the Athenians, the kindness o f  the satrap Pharnaces had 
established in Atramytteium. The Antandrians, oppressed by this 
man, and fearing farther oppressiop, had applied to the Peloponnesians 
at A bydus; and a  body o f Peloponnesian heavy-armed, whom they 

/conducted over the heights o f  Ida, assisted in expelling the Persian 
garrison from their citadel. ■■

Alarmed by all these cireumstances,Tissaphcrncs' resolved to go himself 
to the Hellespont, to confer and remonstrate with the Peloponnesian 
commanders. Stopping in his way at Ephesus, he performed a sacrifice- 
to Diana. Such a.compliment to such a religion as the Greek, from 
a Persian, tho a weak'man, in the high, situation o f Tissaphernes, and 
wlicther superstition or policy produced it, appears strong proof that 
decay, in various ways, had been making rapid progress in the Persian 
empire. W ith the mention o f this very remarkable fact, the narrative 
o f Thucydides ends abruptly..

Fortunately for Grecian history and for literatAe, another cotem
porary author, little inferior in abilities, at least equal in acquirements, 
and even of more .extensive communication among men, has left us a. 
.continuation. But the narrative o f  Xenophon begins as ahniptly as 
'that o f Thucydides ends; and, tho therfe appears no material chasm,, 
nothing important omi tted, yet the connection is not complete 'k The

first

It has been disputed, among the learned', . off. Unquestionably Xenoplion-has inteaded 
■whether the account of Xenophon begips a complete continuation; and Dodweil, in 
precisely where that of Thucydides breaks his Xenophonteaiv Clironology, appears to

nxe
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first fact raentionecl by Xeriophpn, in, his Grecian annals, is, that 
Thymochares, the Athenian commander in the unfortunate action 
near Erctria, arriving- with a few ships from Athens, had a second action 
with the Peloponnesian Squadron under Ilegesandridas, and was again 
defeated. .Where this action happened, whether still on the Euboean 
coast, or wdiether. Heg;esandi Idas obeyed -the summons o f Miudarus, 
and Thymochares followed him toward the Hellespont, we 'are not 
informed. '

Soon after this, and a little after the autumnal equinox, the Thnrian 
commander, Dorieus son of Diagoras, coming from Rhodes to the 
Hellespont with fourteen triremes, notice o f bis approach was cora  ̂
■ inunicated by Signals *to the Athenian commanders in Sestos, and 
■ twenty triremes were sent to interceptithem. The Peloponnesian fleet 
still lay at Abydus: the commander-in-chief, Mindarus, -was at ,the 
time in the neighboring town of Ilium, on or near the site o f antienT 
Troy, performing a sacrifice to Minerva, 'i'he situation commanded 
a  view o f the strait, and o f the adjacent sea; an.d he saw the movenient 
o f  the Athenians, and .the danger o f Dorieus.. Hastening to Abydus, 
lip led his whole fleet out o f the harbour. The whole Atlienian fleet 
upon this moved, and a general action iusued. Through the greatest 
part of the day it rvas maintained wdth various success in different parts 
o f  the liner but toward evening eighteen Athenian triremes were seen

475
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me to have.proved satisfactorily tliat there 
is no chasm, or next to none, in the narra
tive. But there is a circumstance, unnoticed, 
I believe, by the commentators, which very 
strongly contradicts the notion of a chasm; 
it is the mention made by Xenophon of the 
completion of the journey of Tissaphernos, 
(tire beginning of which is related by Thucy
dides,) stating the lime of his arrival at the 
Hellespont. Tlie Hellenics, oY Grecian An-- 
nals, are however, evidently enough, a work 
which has not received the finishing touches 
of the author: in the very beginning of it he 
seems rattier to have taken some short notes 
o f Thucydides, or to have made some of 
his own, and left them for future correction, 
which Avas never given; and thus, tho all

{he principal facts intended for mention are 
fecorded, yet they are neither separately so 
■clearly related, nor is the connection so per- 
spicuoiis, as n'iight fee expected from such a 
writer. The first paragraph. M st«  M-ravl» 
tv ttiKKaZi; vrifof^ic. r . e. Ijears all the
apjreara'nce of an undigested note. Mira 
Tcivtx has scarcely been intended to relate 
to the. sacrifice ofTissaphernes aTEphesus,- 
with the mentibn of whicli the Histoiy of 
Thucydides tnds, but rather to' something' 

. in the course of relating Avhich, had the 
work received the finishing toviches of the 
author, the plate of the insuing action, 
between the Athenian squadron under Thy- 
Diochares >nd the .Lacedtemotiian' under 
'Hegesandridas, would have been slated.

S P c o m m  O'3-
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eom lng into the .strait from the southward. T h e y  were the squadron 

o f  A lcibiades returning from the Carian coast. Then the Pelopon

nesians fled toward A bydus. B u t A b ydu s had no harbour that could 

protect them ; th a t dubious kind o f  action between land and water, o f  

w hich we have already .observed many examples, could alone defend 

their stranded galleys. Fortunately fo r them, the satrap Pharnabazus 

■ was a t hand wdtii a considerable landforce. O f  w'idely different cha

racter from the deceitful and tim id Tissaphernes, Pharnabazus 

rode at th e  head o f  his cavalry, as far as his horse,w'ould carry him, into 

the sea, to relieve his distressed allies.. T h ro u gh  the protection thus 

afforded, the crews m ostly escaped ; but the Athenians carried off 

thirty triremes. Thrasyllus was, dispatched to. Athens to announce 

the, victory', and desire reinforcem ent; and Alcibiades, ju d g in g  forty  

ships, now sufficient for th e , station at Seslos, sent the rest o f  the 

fleet Various ways, to collect contributions w hich m ig h t supply imme-- 

diate need., \

N o th in g  farther o f  importance had occurred, when. Tis^saphernes ar

rived at the-Hellespont'*. Alcibiades Avent to.W'ait upon him, 'expect

in g  a .reception more favoraWe than formerly, in proportion as lys, 

own circumstances, were* improved, as he had less need o f personal, 

assistance, and more po'ŵ er to serve or injure.. H e did n o t  however 

n eglect to carry presents, both such as G recian  hospitality prescribed^ 

and such as the eastern great were wont to  expect, or be gratified: 

•with'^ ; but he found him self greatly deceived.. T h e  faithless satrap, 

ahedging orders, from the kin g to  consider the A thenians as enemies, 

caused him to  be arrested and sent prisoner to Saadis, A fter a con-, 

finement o f  about a month, however, he escaped to  Clazomense, a city  

o f the Atlienian allian ce; whenccj with six ships*®, w h ich  he found; 

there, he returned to  his.fleet in th e Hellespont.

W hile A lcibiades was thus absent, and the A thenian fleet scattered,.

Thus I suppose the n  of.
Xenophon may.be interpreted, the former 
word relating to Grecian customs, the latter 
to Persian. i

“  rftifto't fih, -Cunt'
4|uinque triremibus e t ana navi actuaria’.

Xenophon seems afterward to reckon the 
maxlfU among the I  do not recollect
that Thucydides ever gives the title of mis. 
to any but ships of war, except once to a 
merchant-ship, o f very large size, »«5{ 
lAvpttiqiofoSi in the harbour o f  Syracuse, ,1. 7*
0, 2 5 .

Mindarus
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M iiularus having received reinforcements which made his fleet sixty  

triremes, proposed to  attack  the forty w hich lay at Sestos ; but timely 

in telligen ce o f  his intention coinirfg to the commanders they 

w ithdrew  by n ig h t to  Cardia, a t the bottom o f  the gulph oii 

the other side o f the Chersonese. A lcibiades joined them there ; 

b u t he joined them  with other, hopes than he had given; both 

th e  armament and the people at home, to entertain. A ll the expecta

tions, M'hich he had raised so high, o f  assistance from the great king  

th ro u gh  the. satrap, the cooperation o f  the Pheniciau fleet, and, what 

V’as still more important to the commonwealth, and w hat woidd 

i>e incomparably more felt by the armanlent, the pay which A\muld 

n e ve t fail, were at an end. Deprived a f  Ionia, o f  the Hellespontine 

cities, o f  the Tliracian Qplonies, o f  A ttic a  itself, and retaining but 

a precarious dom inion over a part o f . Euboea, the sources o f that 

revenue, by which th e commonwealth had hitherto' been pbwerfid, 

were gone ; and. the pay o f Persia, promised by Alcibiades, was 

w h a t both the armament abroad and the people at home had de- 

pemled upon, for means to recover their losses, and to support even a. 

■ defensive war. «,

In  these circum stances Alcibiades saw that daring measures, and 

q u ic k  decision, were necessary, both for him self and for the co’mmon- 

wealth. Mindarus, disappointed o f his purpose against the fleet at 

Sestos, by its retreat to Cardia, iiad moved to C yzicus ; and, Pharna- 

bazus meeting him w ith  his land-forces, that defenceless town \vas 

com pelled again to receive its law ' from the enemies o f  Athens, 

A lcibiades resolved; tho with a force considerably inferior, to Seek them 

there. From Cardia he moved to Sestos ; and every preparation being  

m ade that circum stances admitted, orders vTre already issued for pro

ceedin g up the Propontis, when Theramenes arrived from Macedonia, 

and Thrasybulus from Thashs, each with tw enty tritemes. This for

tunate re'inforcement made new consideration necessary : it was im

portant to conceal from the enemy the increased numbers oU th e fleet. 

O n  arriving therefore at the Hand o f Proeconnesus, a proclamation was 

issued, denouncing capital punishment against any who should be 

taken in the attem pt to cross to the A siatic .shore. The -soldiers and

. seam en.
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seamen were then summoned, as to a popular assembly; and A lc i-  

biades, addressing them, ventqred to declare, without reserve, the 

necessities o f  their situation.* ‘ Supplies,’ he said, ‘ to. the amount 

‘ that the prosecution o f  the war would require, were not within their 

‘ present power to obtain, or, w ith in  the means o f  the commonwealth 

‘ to afford .:'th e enemy, onjthe contrary, supported b y the wealth o f  

‘ Persia, knew  no want. V igorou s exertion and q u ick  decision Avere 
‘ therefore indispensable ; th ey must prepare for action both by sea and

l a n d ;  a n d  b y  la n d  b o th  in  t h e  field , a n d  in  t h e  a t t a c k , o f  fo r tif ic a -  

‘ t i o n s . ’ P a s t  s u c c e s s , s u p e r io r i ty  o f  p r e s e n t  s t r e n g th , a n d  an  o p in io n  

o f  th e ir  g e n e r a l ’s a b il i ty , gaA’e  c o n f id e n c e , a n d ’th e  s p e e c h  o f  A lc ib ia d e s  

w a s  r e c e iv e d  w ith  a p p la u s e ;  t h e  a s s e m b ly  Avas d is m is s e d , a ll w ere  

o rd e re d  a b o a r d , 'a n d  th e  f le e t , c o n s is t in g  o f ^ i g h t y - s i x  sh ip s, g o t  u n d e r  

w a y . .

A  h e a v y  r a in  p re s e n tly  c a tn e  o n , w h ic h  f a v o r e d  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  su r

p r iz in g  th e  e n e m y i A s  t h e  f le e t  a p p r o a c h e d  C y z i c u s ,  th e  Aveather 

c le a r e d , an d  t h e  e n e m y ‘s fleet, o f  s i x t y  tr i r e m e s , Avas se e n  e x e r c is in g , a t  

s u c h  a  d i s t a n c e  f ro m  th e  p o r t  t h a t  i t s  r e tu r n  w as a l r e a d y  in te r c e p te d .  

T h e  P e lo p o n n e s ia n s , d is c o v e r i n g  t h e  A th e n ia n  f le e t s o  m u c h  s t r o n g e r  

th a n  th e y  h a d  e x p e c t e d , w e re  in  g r e a t  c o n s te r n a t io n . T h e y  b a d  n o  h o p e  

o f  s u c c e s s  in n a v a l  a c t i o n ,  a .nd  t h e  e n e m y  Avas b e tw e e n  th e m  a n d  th e ir  

p o rt.' T h e  r e s o u r c e , w h ic h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  .th e  .a n t i e n t  in a r in e  affo rd ed , 

w as to  ip a k e  f o r  t h e  n e a r e s t  s h o r e , a n d  d e p e n d  u p o n , t h e  -a ss is ta n ce  o f  

th e ir  la n d - f o r c e  fo r  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s tr a n d e d  sh ip s . A lcib i.ad es , 

a w a re  o f  t h e i r  in te n t io n , p a s s in g  Avith t w e n t y  sh ip s  b e y o n d  th e ir  line, 

d e b a rk e d  h is  p e o p le . M in d a r u s , s e e in g  th is , a ls o  d e b a rk e d , m e t  

A lc i l 'ia d e s , Avas d e f e a te d , a n d  h im s e l f  s la in . T h e  crCAVs o f  th e  w h o le  P e 

lo p o n n e s ia n  f le e t th e n  f le d ; a n d , e x c e p t  th e  S y r a c u s a n  s q u a d ro n , b u rn t  

b y  its- o w n  p e o p le , e v e r y s h i p  Avas c a r r i e d  o f f  b y  th e  A th e n ia n s .  C y z ic u s  

Avas a b a n d o n e d , b o th  b y  th e  P e l o p o n n e s ia n s ' a n d  b y  t h e  s a tr a p  ; ad d  

- n e x t  d a y , th e  A th e n ia n  fleet a p p r o a c h in g , th e  i n h a b i ta n ts  im m e d ia te ly  

su rre u d e T e d . . ' .

This im portant success, Avhich le ft  the enem y in a m om ent Avithout 

a fleet, Avould o f  course go far to restore the animation o f  the armament, 

and the p o p u la r i ty  o f  the commander. B ut the situation of A lc ib ia d e s

, was
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was still o f extreme difficulty. The government at home could not 
yet the more for> his victory supply his armament. Instead therefore 
o f prosecuting operations against the enemy, his first attention was ne
cessarily still to be given to providing subsistence for his own people. 
Remaining twenty days at Cyzicus, he raised large contributions them. 
The historian remarks that the Cyzicenes experienced no other 
severity ; as i f  he thought another general might not have been so 
in d u lgen t: tho in the defenceless state o f their town, to  have avoided 
contending with the united force o f the Peloponnesians and the satrap, 
it should seem, could not very reasonahly be imputed to them as a 
crime. The fleet then went to Perinthus and Selymbria, where contri
butions were also raised. Proceeding thence to Chrysopolis in the 
Chalcedonian territory, near the entrance o f the Euxine, Alcibiades 
caused that place to be fortified; and established there a custom
house for levying a duty o f a tenth in value o f all cargoes passing 
the* strait. This mode of collecting a revenue requiring’ force, be 
left, beside a garrison, thirty ships there, with Thcramenes and 
Eubulus to command. With the rest o f  the fleet he returned to the 
Hellespont.

While Alcibiades was thus profiting from victory, the Peloponnesians 
were suffering distress, o f which a very remarkable picture remains, in 
the letter written to tlie Spartan government by Hippocrates, to Avhoin 
the c6 mmand-in-chief devolved on the death of Mindarus. It was in
tercepted by the Athenians, and, being reported in the original dialect 
by XenOphon, is among the most curious and authentic specimens o f 
Laconic -writing. In any change o f language it must suffer, but it ran 
nearly^ thus : ‘ Success hath turned against us : Mindarus is slain the 
‘ men hunger; vh at to do we know not.’ These four short sentences^ 
made the whole of the dispatch.

The Peloponnesians, however, found an able and generous friettd in 
the satrap Pharnabazus, wdio not only relieved their wants but soothed 
their feelings : ‘ Their loss in men,’ he said, ‘ had not been great, and 
‘ the meer loss o f ships ought u'ot'to dispirit them r the king’s domi- 
‘ nions abounded with materials j and they should soon have another

‘ 'fleetd
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‘ fleet.’ Distributing then to .every Iran o f the armament a garment, 
and subsistence for two 'montlis, he sent the generals’“  ,and commanders 
o f triremes to Antandriis, at the s.onthern foot o f Mount Ida, where 
timber abounded, to superintend the construction o f a fleet; directing, 
that as many v êssels should be built, for every state o f the confederacy, 
as had been lost by each-in the late action. That the seamen might 
not in the mean time be totally idle or useless, furnishing them with 
lieavy armour, which was a gratification, inasmuch as an ideii o f supe- 

- riorhonor Was attached to the service o f  the heavy-armed, he appointed 
them to the guard o f the maritime territory.

While the Peloponnesians ivere employed in building a fleet at An- 
tandrus, tlie Antandrians themselves were.busied in raising walls for the 
defence o f their town. But among the nunihers o f  the Peloponnesian 
armament, in this unavoidable intermission p f military enterprlze, some 
would have times o f total leisure  ̂ and some, notwithstanding tbeen- 
devors of Pharnabazu^ to obviate the evil, would be likely to abuse 
that leisure. In  these circumstances none, among the various people 
who composed the armament, behaved so une.xceptionably toward the 
inhabitants as the Syracusans: and this was the more remarkable, as 
discipline was much less informed by law among them than among any 
o f the Pelopo'nnedan forces, or even the Athenian ; the Syracusan dê  
mocracy being a constitution far less well regulated than the Athenian. 
But Herniocrates had been restored to the command o f the Sy racusan 

0 , squadron ; and bp not only himself possessed the confidence of all 
under him, bul.he taught the superior officers to acquire the confidence 
of the inferior, and these that o f  the m ultitude.' Thus a grada* 
tion o f influence supplied the. place o f subordination inforced by 
penalty, and a strict discipline was founded upon reverence and affec
tion. To effect this requires the most capacious mind united with the 
mo&t refined temper, and is indeed among the most exaltexl efforts of

’ "Military and naval command were tin cttitles ; ancl-bence we are without a 
constantly, among the antients, united in . word to express the office which united the 
the same person, whence tli,ey had but one .two, as the antieni languages are without 
title for the cOmmanders-ui-chief in the two terms to express tlie distinction. Tlie term 
se,rvices. The complete separation o f ' the General here is not accurate, but we have 
two commands, with us, has produced dis- none more so.

human
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human genius. , The benevolence o f Hermocrales led the way for those 
under his ccminand to be benevolent,-and the leisure of the Syracusans '
Svas employed in assisting tlie Antandrians in the construction o f their 
fortifications. In gratitude for this kindness, a decree of the Antan*
•drian peojile gave the freedom of their city to all the people of Syracuse.

ISIeanwhile Syracuse, led by faction, was prejjaring a most ungrate- Xen. Hal. 
ful return for its meritorious officers. Hermocrates and his collegues,  ̂
for he had not been intrusted alone with the chief command, were not 
oidy superseded, but, without a trial, without an opportunity to speak 
for themselves, and Avhile they were ignorant even that they were 
accused, banishment was decreed against all. The news o f their 
being deprived o f the rights o f citizens, in their own country, reached 
them just as their good deeds had procured an extension o f the rights 
o f  citizenship to every one o f their fellowcountrymen; a privilege 
indeed little likely to be very advantageous tounany individuals, but 
honorable to the commonwealth, as well as to the generals and army 
for whose sake it was given. The troops arid seamen were called 
together, and Hermocrates fpoke, for himself and his collegues.
* Irregular as the proceedings against them,’ he said, ‘ had been,
* and unjust-as the condemnation, they should nevertheless submit to
* the voiceof their country; and, as their legal authority was abrogated,

' * and their appointed successors not arrived, it would be proper for the
* armament to elect their own commanders for the interval’

His speech was answered with shouts from the soldiers and seamen, s. 19. 
declaring their approbation of the conduct o f  their present generals, and 
their indignation at the illegal sentence against them. The principal 
officers not only declined to offer themselves for the epmmand, but,
,in the name o f the whole armament, desired that Hermberates and his 
collegues would hold it till the new generals should arrive. These, in 
reply, admonished to avoid whatever might hear any appearance of 
seditioHi * The time vvill come,’ they said, ‘ when, in a constitutional 
‘ manner, we shall desire your honest support to us against a malicious 
‘ prosecution. You will then declare hoW many battles you have 
‘ fought, how many ships you have taken, what general success ha.s 
‘ attended you under qur command; and you will relate the testimony 

V o r .  II. » s Q  ‘ of
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‘ of the-M'boIe confederate armament to your merit.and ours, manifested 
‘ in the post o f honor which has been constantly assigned to us, upon 
‘ all occasions, by sea and land.’ The admonition had the full effect 
proposed from it. N othing disorderly insued. A unanimous declara
tion only was made, that the generals were without blame, and the request 
M'as persisted in, that they would hold the command tili.their appointed 
successors arrived. Soon afterward De'marchus, Myseon, and Potames 
came from S3uacusej and the command passed into their hands without 
aiiy commotion. The armament however showed that they would not 
have suffered any violence to the persons o f their former generals ;  and 
most o f the trierarcs entered into an agreement/upon oath, to exert 
themselves, on returning to Syracuse, for procuring their restoration 
to their country.

History affords few examples o f so warm an attachment, in am 
armament, to the persons o f their generals, united with so just a con  ̂
sideration o f  <the welfare o f the. country, and o f the constitutional 
authority o f those to whose party principles they were adverse, and 
with.whose measures they were highlyand justly dissatisfied. Herrao- 
crates, dismissed from his conimaud, was still, capable o f serving the. 
common cause, and o f promoting those nleasures f5rmini.ng the power 
.of Athens, for whiclj he had lung been zealous, tie  went to' Lacedieinon, 
where he was honorably received, and he explained to the government 
there the state o f things in Asia; particularlv’ the conduct, the character, 
and the designs o f the Persian satrapSj the frank generosity of 
Pharnabazus, and the crafty,iiiterestedness o f Tissaphernes“ . Having 
thus confirmed the resolution to carry on the war, and' opened views 
to the means, and at the same time strengthened his own interest 
among the principal men of Laced®mon,. vdiich might- be important 
toward the promotion o f his views at Syracuse, he returned to Asia, 
where Pharnabazus received him with distinguished friendship. Not. 
waiting for solicitation, the generous Persian was forward to relieve

** In consequence of the .defective con- clear whether a second journeyofllernioc 
• nection, already noticed, of the beginning of crates to Lacedaemon is here intended, or 
the narrative of Xenophon vviih the end o f the account relates only to that before no- 
that of Thucydides, it seems B‘ot perfectly ticed from Thucydidesv

his
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liis,wants and promote bis wishes ; e.specially giving- money una.sked. 
ilermocrates, thus furnishefl with means, prepared triremes and hired 
seamen, to,assist the common cause in which already he had shown .so 
niuch zeal and ability ; and to assist afterward, if  occasion should be, 
the party with which he was connected in his own Country, and 
promote his restoration.

48-3

S E C  T  I  O N  IX .

E ffects o f  the yiaval successes o f  the Athenians. Jleinforcement under 
Thrasyllus: His transactions on the Ionian coast. Winter campain 
o f  Alcibiadcs. D efeat o f  Pharnahazus: Weakness o f  the Lacedae
monian administration.

T he affairs o f  Lacedsemon were at this time ill administered; 
while ■ Athens, so lately supposed ruined in Sicily, and since upon 
the point o f bringing destruction upon herself, w'as again faised toward 
a superiority over the Peloponnesian confederacy, tho the Peloponnesian 
confederacy w’as supported by the wealth o f Persia. * The effects of 
returning prosperity spred : a party in Thasus, in the Athenian interest, 
rose upon the Lacedremonian harmost, and expelled him, together 
with those citizens w'ho principally favored the Peloponnesian cause. 
Pasippidas, w’ho had been sent'from Lacedmmoa to take tlie command- 
In-chief on the Asiatic station, and had collected a small squadron at 
Chios, was accused o f being privy to the revolt, induced by bribes 
fl-om Tissaphernes. W hat interest of Tissaphernes this measure was to 
promote, does not appear; but tlie accusation so far had credit at Sparta, 
that Pasippidas was recalled and banished, and Cratesippidas was'sept 
to succeed him in the command. * ■

About the same time an occurrence wdthin Attica itself, otherwise little 
important, contributed to raise the spirits o f the Athenian people, and 
to  confirm the hope, which had begun to revive among them, that they 
should be finally superior in the war. Agis, marching out o f Deceleia 
for plunder, approached Athens^ Thrasyllus, taking the command as 

general of the establishment, led out tlie tvhple force o f the city, and 
V S q  2 formed
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formed for battle near tlie gymnasium o f the Lyceiiim.. Agis liad 
apparently not expected such a measure, ipniy because in the whole 
course o f the war the Athenians .had hitherto avoided it. Being pro
bably how not strong enough prudently to meet their numbers, he 
M'ithdrew hastily; ahd the Athenian light-armed, following his retreat, 
made some slaughter o f his rear. Great credit was given to Thrasyllus 
for his conduct on this occasion. The reinforcement for the armament 

' in the Hellespont, which it was his principal business in Athens to 
request, was voted with alacrity ; a thousand heavy-armed, a hundred 
horse, and fifty triremes p and be was authorized to select the heavy
armed from among the citizens inrolted for that service. T o give- 
more security then to the communication by.sea from Athens eastward, 
particularly with Euboea, and perhaps to afford some protection to the 
silvermines o f  Laureium^ Thorieum, near the Suniad-promontory, was 
fortified, and a garrison established there.

Agis,!. not a prince o f shining abilities, had however the merit o f  
diligence in his command. Qn his first appointment, he seems fo have 
been highly satisfied with it ; but the late turn in the fortane of war,, 
in favor o f Athens, was likely to render it less agreeablCi Hitherto 
he had had a decided superiority: all A ttica was either under his 
orders, or liable to the terror o f his arms > and even the glory o f con
queror o f Athens seCmed within his hope. But should the Athenians 
acquire a decided suphiyrity in the Hellespont and on the Asiatic 
coast; should Alcibiades then return with bis powerful fleet and troops 
flushed with conquest; and should the Persian satrap not furnish 
money to inable the Lacedmmonians to maintain, together-with a 
powerful fleet,, such a force through the year in Deceleia, as the supplies 
to be obtained from their own confederacy certainly would hot inable- 
them to maintain ;■ he might be reduced to act on the defensive, and 
risk even to be without means to defend himself. Urged by these 
considerations, he sent a remonstrance to the government at home.. 
I t  w aste little purpose, he observed, that he and the army with him, 
had been so long using their diligence, by land, to deprive Athens 
o f the produce o f A,ttica, i f  the sea could furnish the city with that: 
plenty,, which, before his eyes,' was continually passing into the- 

4  " harbonr
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harbour o f Peiraus. He therefore proposed tlmt  ̂a squadron should 
be stationed, dt Byzantium and Chalcedon, to intercept the vessels 
from the Euxine (for it was from the fertile shores of that sea that 
Greece had long be^n accustomed to supply the deficiency of its 
produce in corn) and he recommended Clearchus son of Rhamphias, 
a public guest o f the Byzantines, for the command. The proposal was 
approved ; fifteen ships were collected from the allied states, mostly 
from Megara, for there were none in the ports of Laconia ; and, under 
the Spartan Clearchus, they sailed for their destination. In passing 
the Hellespont, three were taken by the nine Athenian guardships always 
stationed there: with the remaining twelve, Clearchus was fortunate 
enough to reach Byzantium.

In spring the armament under Thrasytlus sailed from Peirseus. »It 
Avas resolved that, before it joined the fleet under Alcibiades, something 
should be undertaken in Ionia. Possibly, while Alcibiades occupied 
the attention o f Pharnabazus and th e . Pelopoiln'esian commanders, 
some part o f that rich country might be recovered to the Athenian 
dominion. But if  no lasting acquisition could be made, contributions 
m ight be levied ; and, by hostile incursions those supplies rnight hc 
taken from the territories acknowleging the authority of Tissaphernes, 
which were no longer to be expected from that satrap’s friendship. 
Thrasyllus, to give more efficacy to the force he commanded, armed 
five thousand o f his seamen as targeteers. Usually they carried only 
ligh t armor; but he proposed to make them act with his regular 
middle-armed. Having touched at Samos, he proceeded to the Milesian
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coast, and, d tb a ik in g  neat P ygela, r'av^aged th e  coun try. A  body of 

Milesians cm ning to assist the P ygelians in the protection o f their pro

perty, fell upon the Athenian light-armed, scattered in quest o f booty, 

ami put them to flight. B u t the numerous targeteers o f the Athenian  

armament were at h a n d ; and supported b y only tw o lochi o f heavy- 

armed, they attacked the pursuing Milesians, and routed tlienr M'ith 

. considerable slaughter. T w o  hundred sliields rvere taken, and the 

success was thought important enough to warrant the erection of a 

trophy*h ; . ‘ . -

T hrasyllus, however, did not follow the blow  ̂ whether he found the 

strength o f  M iletus too great, or any intelligence induced him to 

turn his arms another way. O n  the day follow ing the action, reim'̂  

barking- his forces, be proceeded to  N otium , an Athenian colony ; and 

m arching thence to the neighboring c ity  o f  jCoIophon, where a strong 

party favored the Athenian interest, h e  gained admission, and Colophon 

was restored to the Athenian alliance. O n  the n e x t  n igh t he entered 

Lydia, burnt many villages, and collected m uch booty. Chiefly money 

and slaves. ' Stages, a Persian who commanded in the neighborhood, 

interfered with a body o f  horse, ;btit w ith little effect.

J.4,. Thus far succe.ssful, Thrasyllus resolved n e x t upon a more impdrtarif

enterprize; b u t he seems to have been too lon g an d  too open in pre

paration. I t  became evident tlxat be had a design upon Ephesus; and 

against G recian  arms Tissaplrernes invoked efficaciously the aid oi 

G recian superstition,; to wliich, as we have seen, he had been paying 

compliments, that, from a PersiaiVof his h igh  rank, appear extraordinary, 

H e sent through the towns o f  his satrapy, u rg in g  that Diana was 

threatened, a u d i t  behooved all Greeks to exert them selves in her 

July. defence. I t  was not till the seventeenth day after the invasion ol 

L yd ia  that Thrasyllus arrived o ff Ephesus. H e debarked his forces in 

tw o  d ivisio n s; the heavy-arm ed near m ojint C o ressu s; the horse, who 

would be b u t few, w ith the taigeteers and - light-arm ed, on the other 

side o f  the city, near tire marsh.

The SHIELD, always implies a ofequalconsequence, and two hundred light-
heavy-armed soldier. Two handred targets, armed slafn would scarcely have ' been 

taken, would by no means have been tliought worth mention.

Tissaphernes
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Tissaphernes had already collected a large army at Ephesus., l l ie  
Asian Greeks were numerous. The Syracusans, from the twenty ships 
destroyed near Cyzicus, and from five lately arrived from Syracuse, 
Avith the Selinuntines from two ships, were together perhaps five thou
sand men. The satrap himself headed a body o f horse; and to all this 
Avere added the numerous population o f the city. Such a force would 
not. Avait to be besieged by the small army o f Thrasylius. Taking 

' advantag-e of his apparently faulty arrangement, in dividing bis strength, 
they quickly overpowered his heav'y-armed, pursued to the ships, and 
killed about a hundred. They proceeded then against the other division, 
less likely to make-effectual resistance, and killed three hundred. 
For this double success they erected two trophies, and they decreed 
the aristeia to the Syracusans and Selinuntines. The sum given upon 
the occasion was considerable, and presents Avere besides made to Indi
vid uals who bad distinguished themselves..

The spirit o f Hermocrates seemed still to animate the Sicilian forces. 
Their conduct altogether was so acceptable to the Ephesians^ that a 
perpetual immunity from taxes (probably those assessed upon strangers) 
Avas granted to all Syracusans of the armament, \Vho might at any time 
reside in Ephesus: and the Selinuntines, having lately lost their home 
(for Selin us had been taken by the Carthaginians). Avere presented 
AiniversallyAvith the freedom,of the city.

Thrasylius, after his defeat, proceeded toward the Hellespont. 
.While he stopped at Methynine in Lesbos, the Syracusan .squadron of 
twenty-five triremes (the munificence o f PharnabazuS;, seconded by 
the diligence of the Syracu.san officers, having already repaired the 
loss at Cyzicus) v-as seen passing from Ephesus. Thrasylius took 
four Avith their crcAvs: the rest escaped back to the port avhence the/ 
came. Among the prisoners one Avas remarkable: he Aras the first- 
cousin o f the general Alcibiades, and o f the same name. He bad 
accompanied his kinsman in his flight, Avhen persecuted for the 
business o f the M ercuries; but,, instead o f the Lacedremonian, had 
ingaged in the Syracusan service; and, apparently satisfied with,it, 
under the admirable regularity which Hermocrates had established, lie 
continued to fight against his country. Thrasylius ne\'ertheless gave 
Inm his liberty. The other prisoners, being sent to Athens, AA’cre put

into
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into the stone-quarries o f Peir^us, in retaliation for the 'confinement 
, o f the Athenian prisoners in the quarries o f Syracuse. They >vere, ’ 
however, less carefulty guarded, or the prison Avas less secure; for, in 
the following Avinter, d igging a passage through the rock, and flying 
by night, all escaped, some finding their way to Deceleia,' and the 
rest to Megara,

The successes o f  Thrasyllus seem to have been very inferior to the 
expectation formed of his expedition ; and the. delay in the junction 
with Alcibiades, appears to have prevented that active general from 
nndertaking anything o f  consequence against the enemy. Thirty ■ 
triremes being stationed at the entrance o f the Euxine, on the indis- 
pensable duty o f collecting revenuCj  ̂his force remaining in the Helles
pont was unequal to great enterprize } and the occupation to which he 
Avas himself obliged principally to direct his attention, was the main
tenance o f  his forges. The summer was far advanced when he was 
joined by Thrasyllus at Scstos. He appears however to have had, 
then readj’, a plan for winter operations. He conducted the whole fleet 

g , 0. Lampsaqus on the Asiatic'shore. There the ships were as usual laid up.
End of Sept. town being without defence, he employed the troops in raising for

tifications. But a point o f honor occasioned some disturbance : those 
Avho had been serving under Alcibiades refused to rank with those 
newly arrived under Thrasyllus : they had been always conquerors; those 
under Thrasyllus AA'CTetaintc4 with the disgrace o f defeat. Alcibiades 
sCems not to have opposed a prejudice, dangerous only under weak 
■ command, and from Avhich, on- the contrary, abilities might derive 
advantage. He qtiartered them separately, and employed them sepa
rately on the fortifications.

From Lainpsacus an extent o f territory, subject to Persia, Avas open 
to inroad; but, in the neighboring city o f Abydus, Pharnabazus had 
liis Avinter residence, attended by a large force o f  cavalry. Alcibiades 
led his* army toward^Abydus, purposely to invite a battle. The satrap 
unadvisedly met him ; Avas defeated, and, being pursued by the small 
body o f  Athenian cavalry, led by Alcibiades, was saved only by the 
■ swiftness o f his horse and the darkness o f supervening night. After 
this action, in which the soldiers under Thrasyllus had their equal share, 
the rest o f the army saluted them as cleared from dishonor, and no

longer
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longer refused to join them in arms in the field, or associate with them 
in quarters. The victory deterring opposjtioh from the enemy, several 
incursions were made into the country during the winter, with some 
profit to the Athenians, and extensive injury to those whom the power 
o f  the Persian empire ought to have protected.

Meanwhile the Lacedaemonian government was distracted by do
m estic disturbance. A  rebellion had taken place among the Helots; 
a large body o f whom, getting possession o f some strong posts among 
the mountains, toward the Malean promontory, defended themselves 
w ith such successful obstinacy, that a capitulation was at length 
granted, allowing them to go and settle themselves anywhere o\it o f the 
Lacedasmonian territory. W hilesuch was the derangement ai home, 
able attention to  distant concerns could hardly be. The pride o f com
mand, however, and the jealousy o f their prerogative over the re
publics o f  their confederacy, did not cease a,mong the Lacedaemonians. 
Little  as they were able to support their colony o f the Trachiniaii 
Ileracleia, they were^dissatisfied with that interference of the Thebans, 
w hich had probably saved it from utter ruin. They sent thither 
a new governor^ who, in' conjunction with the Thessalian Achaians, 
le,d the whole force o f  the colony against the (Etmans, its perpe
tual enemies. The Achaians betrayed their allies, the governor was 
killed with seven hundred o f his people, and the colony was thus 
reduced to a weaker state than when the Thebans interfered for its 
preservation.
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S E C T I O N  X.

Important successes o f  Alcibiades. Friendly communication opened 
with the, ■ satrap Fharnabazus. Amhassies to .the king o f  Persia. 
P eturn  o f  Alcibiades to Athens.

T h e  successes o f Thrasybulus and Alcibiades having restored superi
ority to the Athenian arms, the next, and a most important object, was 
to  restore to the commonwealth a revenue equal to the expences o f a 

VoL. II, * ' 3 R  war,
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war, which, lo n g as it  had lasted, :was n o t y e t  lik e ly  to be soon con.- 

eluded.. T h ro u g h  the measures alrea’d y  taken, som ething accrued  

from the trade o f  the E u x in e : but, to  secure this, a  large force must 

be con stan tly em ployed a t great Cxpenee, and y e t  the enemy, froiu 

Byzantium  and Chalcedon, could interrupt th e  collectors and  

share the profit. 4^1cibiades therefore resolved to  direct his n ext  

measures again st those tw o towns. T h e y  b ein g recovered, the whole 

revenue from the trade o f the E u xin e  would accrue to  Athens, and her 

dominion, on the shores o f  th e  Propontis and Hellespont, would be 

restored to  n early its  form er exten t. A  decisive superiority on the 

Hellespontine coasts m igh t in duce Pharnazabus to  t r e a t; Tissaphernes 

w ould becom e alarmed for bis Ionian towns, naturally the n ext objects . 

for the A thenian arms ; a n d  thus an  opening' m ig h t be gained for 

counterw orking the negotiations o f  Lacedremon, and stopping those 

supplies from Persia, w hich alone inabied the Peloponnesian confede

racy to maintain its fleet. ’ ' . *

W ith  these views,'in the tw en ty-fou rth  spring ̂ of the w ar/*, A lcibi-  

ades led his whole foree to  th e iland o f  Proeconnesus. T h e  Chalce- 

donianshad suspected that a tta ck  would soon approach them, and this 

m ovem ent confirmed the suspicion. Im m ediately th e y  stripped their 

coun try o f  every moveable o f  v a lu e ; which, however, th ey W ould not 

trust w ithin their city, b u t com m itted a ll to  the care o f  their neigh

bors the Bithynians, a  T hracian  hord. In telligen ce o f  this being  

carried to Alcibiades, he put him self im m ediately a t the head o f  his 

cavah y, directed a select body o f  heavy-arm ed in fa n try  to follow, and 

the fleet a t the same time to attend his motions ; and, g o in g  to the 

fiithynian frontier, he threatened fire and sword to  th e country, i f  all 

the Chalcedonian property was n o t surrendered to him , together with  

hostages and pledges to  insure peaceful co n d u ct from  the Bithynians 

themselves. H is demands w e re  com plied w ith, and h e theii directly  

formed the siege d f Chalcedon.

** Or tĥ  twenty-fifth ; Jis ohserye,! jn a on the matter ftoticed !n the twenty-third 
.marginal reading py Lennclgyius, in the note «f this chapter. 
jParis edition of 1625, which seems founded- .

Hippocrates,
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H ippocrates, a Lacedaemonian, commanded in that city. H e  had Xen.Hel. 

sent information o f his danger to Fharnabazus, who hastened to his relief g‘ 

w ith  an army strong in cavalry.; b u t the Athenians- were so rapid with  

their works that they com pleted a contravallation, from sea to sea, except 

where a river interfered. Nevertheless Hippocrates, aware o f  the satrap’s 

approach, sallied with th e  whole garrison, while the Persians endevored 

to  force a passage through the works, b y  the bed o f  the river. Thrasyllus 

opposed Hippocrates, and a fierce conflict w as lon g equally maintained 

betw een them. A lcibiades in the meantime compelled Pharnazabus to  

retire, and then led his cavalry, with a small body o f heaVy-armed, to 

the assistance o f  Thrasyllus. Hippocrates was thus overpowered, him

se lf killed, and his su rvivin g troops fled into the town. .

A fte r  this successful action, Alcibiades com m itted the conduct o f  &. f, 
the siege to  the generals under him, and passed himself to the Helles

pont, to  prepare for other enterprize, and a t the same time to  promote 

th a t business w hich was unceasingly requiring his attention, often to  

th e interruption o f  enterprize, the collection o f supplies. ‘ Meanwhile 

Pharnabazus, finding him self unable to relieve Chalcedon, sent proposal* 

to  the generals com m anding the siege. H is  connection w ith the Pe* 

loponnesians had h o t answered his e xp e cta tio n : they had been defeated 

in every action th ey had attem pted; several o f  the G recian town* 

w h ich  acknow leged his dominion and their alliance, were already taken; 
th e  fate o f  C halcedon was sure, i f  n o t prevented b y a treaty ; i f  the  

m aritim e towns o f  JEolis should n ext be attacked, he was unable to  

p ro tect them j and to j  u dge o f  the future b y  the past, the Lacedsemo* 

n ian s were equally unable. H is overtures were accepted b y  the 

A th en ian  generals, and an accom m odation was shortly concluded ptt 

the follow in g terms ; ‘ th at Pharnabzus should p a y , tw enty talents,

* about four thousand pounds, as ransom for Chalcedony th at the

* Chalcedonians should in future p a y  tribute to Athens as formerly, n n d

* should also p ay all the arrears o f  tribute : that Pharnabazus should

* co n d u ct ambassadors from  Athens to. the k in g : that till the return o f  

■* the ambassadorsj^  ̂the A thenians should n o m m itn o  hostilities against

* th e  Chalcedonians.’ Apparently Chalcedon was to be considered still

3 K a - within
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w ithin the satrapy and under the protection o f  Pharnabazus; as formerly 

•we have seen Potidasa tributary to Athens^ while under the sovereinty 

o f  Corinth. ■*

M eanw hile Alcibiades, having: assembled the whole Grecian military 

force o f  tlie  Chersonese, and a b od y o f  Thracian  foot, with between  

three and four hundred horse, (for he had property in the Chersonese, 

and great personal interest am ong both Greeks and Thracians there) 

he made h im self master o f  Selym bria, on the northern coast o f the 

Propontis, and was tak in g measures to form  th e siege o f  Byzan

tium. Pharnabazus, informed o f  his approach, sent to  require his 

ratifcatio n  o f  the agreement concerning G halcedon. T h a t agreement 

seems to have corresponded w ith  the views o f  A lc ib ia d e s; but he 

nevertheless refused to confirm it  by his oath, unless the satrap 

would enter into reciprocal obligation w ith the same ceremony .j, 

meaning, apparently, to assert his claim  to equal rank. Pharna

bazus however consenting, he crossed to C h ryso p o lis; where - tw o  

Persians, M etrobatcs and Arnapes, attended to receive the oath from 

him, while Euryptolemus nud Diotiraus waited upon the satrap for the 

same purpose in Chalcedon. T h is  public cerem ony bein g concluded, 

private compliments and m utual assurances passed, th a t m igh t form the 

foundation o f  an intercourse o f  friendship.

». 5. ' • T h e  n ext business to be ^arranged .was th at o f  th e embassy to the

Persian c'ourt. Euryptolemus and four other A thenians were appointed, 

■ together w ith two Argians. In telligen ce o f  this b ein g communicated 

to  the Lacedremonian generals ,at the Hellespont, e xcite d  considerable 

jealousy there. A n  embassy from Sparta was already at Su sa; but ap

plication waa nevertheless made to  Pharnabazus, th at other ministers 

m ig h t go at the same time w ith th e Athenian and A rgian , which he 

readily granted. O f  no great abilities, but o f  an  open generous'dispo

sition, averse to w ily  policy, the satrap seems to  have meant equal 

friendship to both parties, and to  have proposed no advantage to him

self but w hat m igh t arise from general esteem. Pasippidas, the com

mander-in-chief, put him self at the head o f  the Lacedaemonian em

bassy; Hermocrates th e ' Syracusan, and his brother, Pr'oxenus, still 

1 1  exiles
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exiles from their country, accompanied Him. Cyzicus was the ap
pointed place o f meeting^ for all, and Phaniabazus in person undertook 
to be their common conductor. •

Matters being thus settled for the country on the Asiatic ;side o f the 
Hellespont, so that his satrapy was in peace, Pharnabazus appears n*ot 
to have concerned himself about Byzantium. The Lacedaemonian, ' ,

. , 1 1  , , Xen. He!.
Clearchus, commanded there. In addition to. the inhabitants, he had 1. 1. c. 3.

some troops from old Greece, a small body o f Lacedsemonians o f those 
called Perioecians and Neodamodes, some Megarians under Helixus, 
and some Boeotians under Cyratadas., The Athenians attempted all 
the modes of assault,  ̂ known in that age, without success;- but they 
completed a contravallation, and the place was soon pressed by 
famine. . *

Thus reduced to distress, while the Peloponnesian commanders, who- 
should , have endevored to relieve him, were passive,. Clearchus- 
formed the bold project o f g-oing himself to infuse vigor into their 
counsels, and collect a fleet with which to make a diversion, such as 
m ight compel the Athenians to raise the siege. He depended upon money 
from Pharnabazus. There were some triremes in tire Hellespont, which 
Pasrppidas had stationed for the protection o f the maritime towns-; 
some were just completed at Antandrus ; Hegesippidas commanded a 
squadron on the Thracian Coast. A ll  thesQ, he proposed to assemble,, 
and to promote the building o f more... But Clearthus, tho an able 
man, wanted the policy o f Brasidas. Thucydides informs us, that the 
fame o f the conciliating a n d . liberal conduct of Brasidas .was extcn- 
siv'cly serviceable to the Lacedsemonian cause, long after his death :
Brasidas w'as considered as an example o f the Lacedaemonian character; 
generally to t.he grievous disappointment o f the people who allied them* 
selves w'ith Lacedaemon for the governors or superintendants, placed 
in every city with the modest title of Harmostesj, Regulator, assumed * 
almost universally a despotic authority. Clearchus was not less des
potic than the rest. When provisions began to fail in Byzantium, his 
soldiers from old Greece were still supplied; the Byzantine people were 
disregarded. General discontent insued : an Athenian party had s. 13  ̂
always existed.in the city  ;, it now' gained strengtli, and the absence o f .

Glewchus
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Clearchus added incoufagem ent. W hile faitime gfew-ftidre- and more 

pressing, com m unication was m anaged w ith A lcibia d es; a gate was 

opened for him  b y .n ig h t ; the Athenian* troops entered | and Helixus 

and C yratad as, to  whom the Command had been com m itted b y  Cle

archus, after some resistance, were compelled to surrender, themselves 

prisoners.

T h e  services which, b y  the reduction o f  Byzantium , Alcibiades had 

com pleted for bis country, less brilliant than some, w ere' yet'perhaps, 

in im portan ce equal, and, b y  th e  union o f  ab ility  and Vigor displayed 

in an exten sive and com plicated command, even superior to w hat any 

A thenian or any Greek had ever before performed. . W hen the forces 

first placed him  at their head, A then s scarcely com m anded more terri

tory than its walls inclosed; ^revenue was gone, and th e commonwealth  

depended fbr existence upon its fleet, w h ich  was at the sam e, time dis

pirited and mutinous. H e had'restored lo y a lty  to  the fleet; he had 

restored dominion to the com m onwealth ; h e had destroyed the enemy’s, 

f le e t; and, under his conduct, th e n a vy o f  A then s again commanded 

the seas : and^ w hat was not least Am ong the services, his successes 

and his reputation, without solicitation or intrigue, had conciliated the 

adverse satrap PharnabazuS, and opened probable means for checking  

those sources o f  supply to  the enemy, the failure o f  w h ich  would restore 

to Athens certain superiority in the war. In  this state  o f  things he 

th ou gh t he m igh t with advantage revisit his eouritry, whence he bad 

been absent six  y e a r s a n d  he proposed at the same time, as winter was 

approaching, to  gratify the greater part o f, his forces with means o f  

seeing their friends,, and atten d in g to their dom estic concerns.

These bein g his purposes, after he had settled the affairs o f  Byzan

tium, aud the other dependencies o f  the com m onw ealth on the Propon'* 

tis and the Hellespont, he led th e armament t o  Samos. Thence he sent 

Thrasybulus with thirty ships to  the Thracian  c o a s t ; and, the restored 

reputation o f  the. Athenian arms seconding th e  ttieasures o f  that active-and 

able officer and statesman, all the cities w h ich  had la te ly  revolted were 

q u ickly recovered., Alcibiades w en t him self Muth tw e n ty  ships tO the 

Carian c o a st; and, in tribute or contribution, collected a hundred talents, 

alw ut tw en ty thousand poupds^ for the public treasury. O a  his return to

Samos,

    
 



S e c t . X . E E T U R N  O F  A L C IB IA D E S  TO ATH EN S.

Samos, reserving twenty ships, lie sent the rest, under the conduct 
o f  Thrasyllus, to Attica. There was yet a strong party in Athens so in- 
veterately inimical to him, Iho since the last revolution it had less dared to 
show itself, that he would not venture thither till the temper “o f the people 
should be *more completely manifested, in the reception o f the returning 
fleet. Meanwhile he went with his squadron to the coast o f Laconia, 
under pretence o f gaining intelligence o f the enemy’s designs, and 
o f  observing what was going forward in the port o f Gythium.

Information'from his confidential friends reached him at sea, that he Xen. Hel, 

had been elected general o f the commonwealth, and that Thrasybulus, 
who was also absent> and Conon alone o f ofificers present, were 
appointed his collegues. Upon this he made immediately for Attica.
I t  happened that he entered the harbour o f Peirseus on the day o f the «• 5. 
Plynteria, a kind o f mourning religious ceremony, when the statue 5̂ Sept, 
o f M inerva was veiled; and, tho to any other Greek, such was Grecian 
superstitioti, not esteemed unlucky, on that day no Athenian dared 
transact any important business. Many people, as the cotemporary 
historian tells us, considered this as an ill omen, both to Alcibiades and 
to the commonwealth.

Nevertheless, the approach o f Alcibiades being announced, a vast Xen. Hel. 

croud attracted by curiosity, both from Peiraeus and from the city, g 
assembled about the port. The general language was, ‘ that Alcibiades
* was the most meritorious . o f  citizens: that his condemnation had
* been the .wicked measure o f  a conspiracy o f men, who scrupled nothing 
‘ to promote their own ̂ interest: that his abilities were transcendent;
‘ his liberality unbounded; his opposition to his country had been
* forced ; his eagerness to returii to its service proved his patriotic
* inclination. As for danger to the democracy, men like him had no 
'  temptation to innovate; the favor o f the people • gave him all the
* power and preeminence he could wish for. Accordingly he had 
‘ never oppressed any: whereas his opponents, had destroyed by assas- 
•* sination the most deserving citizens; and, i f  ever they appeared to
* possess any popular confidence, it was only when the death or exile o f 
‘ Jill better jiien left them without competitor? ftr  th.e leajlipg situa-

‘ tions
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‘ tions in the commonwealth*^.’ W hile these were the ;sentiments 

sounded b y  the general voice, a few  were heard to say less loudly,

‘ that Alcihiades had alone been the cause o f  all the past misfortunes,

‘ and it was to be feared he* would still be the pypmoter o f  measures 

‘ dangerous to the com m onw ealth.’ H e was n ot y e t so assured 

o f  the prevalence o f  sentiments in his favor, but that he approached 

th e shore with apprehension. H e even hesitated to quit his galley, till 

from the d eck  he saav his cousin-german Euryptolemus son o f  

Peisianax, w ith  others o f  his relations and confidential friends. 

N o r  did even they trust intirely in the protection w hich the etablished 

governm ent, hardly indeed }'et established, could or w’ould afford. 

T h e y  came prepared to. resist any attem pt th a t plight be. made 

against his person; and, surrounded b y  them, he proceeded to 

the city. , ' , . * .
H is first business, in regular course, was to  attend the council p f  

F ive-h u n d red ; his n ext to address the general assembly. Before both, 

he took occasion to assert his .innocence o f  the sacrilegious profana

tions, o f  w hich he had been accused, to apologize for his conduct 

during his banishment, and to  crim inate his prosecutors. M a n y after 

him spoke strongly to the same purposes ; and the current o f popular 

favor became so evident, th at not a v^ord was heard in opposition to 

him ; for the people, says Xenophon, would not have borne it. He 

was chosen, w ith a title apparently new, governor-general, or com

m ander-in-chief w ith supreme authority **, as the o n ly  person capable 

o f  restoring th e former power and splendor o f  the com m onwealth. ' So • 

. nearly, allied, we com m only .find dem ocracy w ith  absolute m onarchy; 

and not in effect only^ b u t often in form also.

Soon after be >yas vested w ith this h ig h  d ig n ity , opportunity 

xiccurred for . Alcibjades t'o.gratify the people w ho conferred it, and to

-acquire

'Avrovt ni>cvf i'i‘ avlo roVrt ranks-, yet existing in public opinipn, among
■ayavatrSai Ijro riir 'art hifOK the Athenian people, when legal distinction
ivx lTx,i>y Tins expression of X e- -was most exploded.
nophon slro«gly marks the «li»tinc{ion of “  Avirrut ivrtK̂ ciTup. Tlie-title

' • - of
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acquire at tlie same tim e, at an easy rate, no small addition to his 

renown through G reece. Since D eceleia had been occupied by a 

Lacedaemonian garrison, the Athenians had never dared to. make the 

mysterio'us procession o f  Ceres to Eleusis, according to the customary^ 

forms, alon g th at called  the Sacred’ W a y : they had always passed by  

sea, and m an y o f  the prescribed ceremonies.were necessarily omitted, 

o f  im perfectly executed. Alcibiades, with the forces from Asia, added 

to  th e  former strength o f  the city, undertook to co n d u ct the procession 

b y  land, and protect it in the fullest performance o f every accustomed  

rite. H e was .com pletely su ccessfu l: the |rain went and returned, 

escorted b y  the army, w ithout an attem pt from the enemy to give any 

disturbance. .

W ith  the new glory and new favor, acquired in this m ixture o f  mili

ta ry  and religious pageantry, Alcibiades proceeded to direct the inrol- 

m en t o f  the forces and the equipment o f  tjie fleet, with which he pro

posed again to cross the AEgean. •
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o f  the generals of the Athenian ordinaiy 
establishment was not "Hyt/̂ ar, but 
*Avrox(araf was the term by which the Greeks ' 
afterward rendered the Roman title Dicfafor. 
W hat was the kind and degree o f power 
committed to Alcibiades, with the title of 

avlexpaTUf, does not clearly appear; 
but, as the ,, the chief of the board

4>f .general officers, had, through his privilege

of summoning at pleasure the general as« 
seipbly, and of acting as representative of 
the commonwealth in communication with 
forein states, large civil authority in ad
dition to his military command, the 
i)r4sTu> ivloxfiruf would of Course have all 
those powers, and some besides iivhich the 
Xrfoky^ did not possess.
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Affairs of G reece, from the Return ofALctBiADEs to Athens*? 
till the Conelusioa o f the PELOEONNEsiAfr War,

S E  e  T  I  O N E

Xen. Hel. 
1.8. C. 2.,
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State o f  the Persian empire:. Cprus, younger son o f  Darius I I . appointed' 
mceroy o f  theprooinces 'west o f  therwer Halys. Lysander commander  ̂
in-chi f  o f  the Peloponnesian f e e t : Seafght o f  N.otiumy and itŝ : 
consequences.

■ ’ * ' , . -

W H I L E  prosperity was restored to- the A thenian arms, under the

■ con duct o f  'Thrasybulus and Alcibiades, the Lacectemonians, 

Irad succeeded in negotiationj w hich m igh t overbalance m any victo , 

l ies. W e h ave little authentic information o f  the detail o f  transactions 

in the interior o f  the Fersian e m p i r e b u t  we learn 'that troubles, fre

quently recurring,, principally caused that weakness o f the governr 

ment, and failure o f  the extension o f  its energy to  the distant prpvinces, 

whence, am ong other inconveniencies, the. satraps o f  A sia minor were 

reduced to the necessity o f  courtin g the Greeks, that, b y  assistance 

from one party among" them, they m igh t be enabled to withstand 

oppression from an other.' T h e rich kingdom  o f  M e d ia ,' we find, hadt 

revolted ; b u t in the year preceding:the return o f  A lcibiades, through 

the exertions o f  Darius in person, it  had been reduced t o  submission. 

Apparently, in  the idea that his empire was too exten sive and unwieldy to 

be duly and securely administered under a single governm ent, Dmius.. 

seems then to  have had in view  to divide it. D e ta c h in g  a  portion,, 

as an appanage for Cyrus, his you n ger son, which, under able conduct, 

m ig h t form a very powerful kingdom , he c o u M  still leave, for his 

eldest son, Artaxcrxes, an empire scarcely less powerful, inasmuch as. 

it  would be more com pact and manageable, than, w hat himself com-

nanded.
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inandeti. After the recovery o f Aledia, the provinces bordering on the 
■ Grecian seas principally demanded his attention. But, growing infirm 
as he advanced in years; he found repugnance to undertake the 
-troublesome task o f regulating matters duly in regard to that nation of 
little military republics, by which, for near a centurj ,̂ himself and his 
predecessors had been constantly troubled, and sometimes materially 
injured. He therefore resolved to commit the business to  Cyrus; a 
youth o f great hopes; who seerns to have wanted only a better educa
tion to have made him a great prince; but whose active and ambitious 
temper, never duly either restrained or directed, gave disturbance and 
excited jealousy in the seat o f government.

Such nearly Avas the state o f things in the Persian court, when a 
Lacedmmonian embassy arrived thete ; having made the journey appa
rently through the assistance o f Tissaphernes. The political circum
stances o f the empire had prepared a good reception for them. Being 
then uncotitradicted probably in their assertions^ as. without compe
tition in their solicitation, and paying their court ably and success
fu lly  to the young prince who was going to assume the. command of 
tlie western provinces, they obtained the declared favor o f the monarch 
to their confederacy; and particularly to Lacedsemon, in opposition 

•to Athens: This important point being gained, they set out on their 
return to the coast o f Lesser Asia. , •

Meanwhile Pharnabazus, with those ambassadors, Athenian and Pelo
ponnesian, Avhom he had undertaken to conduct to Susa, had proceeded 
in autumn as far as Gordium in Phrygia, where he passed the winter. 
In  spring he Avas proposing to prosecute the jeurney, when the other 
ambassadors arrived on their return, accompanied by Persian officers 
commissioned to announce the approach of Cyrus, to take the com- 
marid o f the Avestern provinces. This stopped Pharnabazus# .Cyrus 
arriving soon after, the Athenian ministers applied themselves to Avin 
the favor o f that prince, and ingage him to their country’s cause; but 
finding him immoveably attached to the Peloponn«sians, they* desired 
to  prosecute their jo urn ey 'to  the Persian court. Pharnabazus Would 
still have assisted them, but Cyrus interfered: refusing them per-̂  
mission either to proceed- on their embassy, or to return home, he

,3 s Q . - required
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. required that they should be delivered to him. The upright satrap 
considering himself as their sworn protector, would not give them 
up; but it was long before he could obtain leave to ,send them 
h o m e ,

It was a rule, jealously observed by the Lacedsenionian government 
{perhaps the treason o f Pausanias m ight have given occasion fo.r'it) 
that none should hold the coramand-in-chief o f the fleet beyond a year; 
and perhaps it was from a congenial principle-, that Jhe command of 
the fleet was not' committed to the kings. A fter a long dearth o f 
eminent men in Laceda:mon, some were now com ing forward, likely 
to give new vigor to  her councils, and’ new energy to her arms. 
Lysander, who succeeded Cratesippidas in the important command of 
the Asiatic station, was little o f  the antient Spartan; but he was formed 
to advance him self and his country in a polished and corrupt age, when 
the simplicity o f antient manners had no longer its former esteem, 
and the simplicity o f antient policy no longer its former efficacy.

B. C. 408. Receiving his appointment early in winter, he passed to 'R h o d es;
. W. 24. taking the command o f a squadron which la y  there, he proceeded

to Gos and Miletus, and thence to Ephesus; where, with the ships he 
had collected by the way, he found himself at the T^ead o f  a fleet o f  
seventy triremes. ' ' ■ .

As soon as he heard that Cyrus was arrived at Sardis, he hastened, 
in company with the ambassadors newly returned from Susa, to pay his 
court th ere; and he found a most favorable reception. The prince 
told him, ‘ that it was equally his father’s conimand and bis own-
* inclination, to join the Lacedaemonians in zealous prosecution of the 
‘ war against Athens; that he had brought with him live hundred 
‘ talents, about a hundred and twenty-five thousand -pounds sterling,
‘ for the particular purpose; and he would not spare his own revenge
* in the same cause f  addings in the warmth o f youthful zeal, and in 
the hyperbolical manner o f the east, ‘ that he would cut up the throne 
 ̂ on which he saV  {which wa$ o f solid silver and gold,) ‘ rather than

s. 3 &4. * means for prosecuting the war should fail.’ In  the treaty concluded

1.1. c. s . 
s. 1.

B. C. 407.
P. W. 25,

Xen.'Hel.
1. 1. c. 5. 
s. 2.

Our copies of Xenophon say three years; but archbishop Usher has supposed years 
to have beeii put for months by the carelessness of transcribers,
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w ith th e  Persian court, it was stipulated, that the k in g  should allow 

th irty  A ttic  mines for the m onthly pay o f  every trireme; which made 

three oboli, not quite fourpence sterlings for each man daily*. Incou- 

raged by the prince’s free promise, and n ot y e t accustomed to the ‘ 

extravagan ce o f  oriental diction, Lysander proposed, that an A ttic  

drachma, which was eigh t oboli, nearly tenpence sterling, should be 

allowed for daily pay to ever}~seaman. ‘ T h e  increase o f  expence,’ he 

said, ‘ tho it m igh t on a  hasty view appear profuse, would in the end be 

‘ found econom ical; inasmuch as the desertion that would insue among 

‘ the enem y’s seamen would, beyond all things, accelerate a happy con- 

elusion o fth e w a r.’ Cyrus, who had not expected th atsu ch  advantage  

w ould be taken o f his warmth o f  expression, answered nevertheless^ 

w ith  m uch politeness, ‘  that he doubted n ot the proposal was founded 

‘ on a ju st view o f  things, b u t he could n ot exceed the k in g ’s command.* 

Lysander, with the com placency o f  a courtier already formed, impli

c it ly  assented; and the prince, satisfied altogether with his behavior, * 

in vited  him to supper. W ine usually circulated freely at a- Persian Xen. Anab. 
entertainment, and C yru s did not always stint himself to moderation. 

Lysan der’s manner and conversation were insinuating; the prince’s spirits 

were elevated ; and, drinking to Lysander after the Persian manner, 

he asked “ what he could  do for him that would give him m ost satis- 

* factio n  ?’ Lysander answ ered,' th atn o th in g w ould^ratify him  equally 

‘ w ith  the addition o f .  a single oholus to  the seamen’s daily wages.’

Pleased with the apparent disinterestedness and generosity o f the Spartan 

general, the prince consented, and the pay Avas augmented accordingly.

T h e  armament was o f  course highly gratified; and, whether his influence 

w ith  the prince was considered, or his generous preference o f  the com

m on welfare to his private-emolument, for w hich such an opportunity 

seemed offered, very great credit accrued to  Lysander.

T h e  people o f  A then s were n o t apprized o f the acquisition o f  the 

alliance o f  Persia b y  th e Peloponnesian confederacy, Avhen Alcibiades, 

in  the third m onth after his return, sailed again from Peirseus. His

• This, if all were paid alikej would give ciaii service, the pay of inferior officers and 
two hundred and sixty-six men to every privates the same, and that of SCiperior 
trireme. Commonly we find, in the Gre-, officers only double.

armament

Xen. Hel. 
ut sup.
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1. 1 .  C. 4., 
s. 9,

    
 



Xen. Hel. 
1.1. c. 4. 
s. 10.

soi HI STORY OF G REECE.  C h a p . XX.
armament consisted of fifteen hundred Iieavy-arriied foot, a hundred and 
fifty horse, and a hundred triremes. Aristocrates and Adeimantiis were 
appointed generals o f  the laudfor'ces lunder him. He directed his 
course first to  Andros, Avhich had revolted. The ilanders, assisted by a 
small body o f Lacedajmonians, M̂ ere rash enough to meet him in the 
field. They were defeated with some loss ; but Alcibiades, finding 
their walls too strong -to be readily- forced, satisfied himself, for the 
present, with erecting atrophy for the little success obtained, and pro
ceeded with his armatpent to Sainos.

c. 5, S.& The intelligence, which greeted him on his arrival, o f the treaty 
concluded by LacedJBmon ivith Persia, the treatment o f the Athenian, 

‘ministers, and the favor o f the young prince toward theLacedmmoniansj 
w'as highly ..unwelcome, and threw a damp on the spirits o f the whole 
i^mament. I t  was not the military force, but the wealth of Persia, 
that was dreaded, as it would give efficacy to'the military force of the 
Peloponnesian confederacy; and a greater portion* than before of that 
wealth was now likely to be ready, for purposes o f  hostility to Athens. 
The active mind o f Alcibiades was immediately turned to counter
work the effect of the Lacedaemonian negotiation, and circumstances' 
affording hope occurred. According to the, antient policy of the Per
sian empire, the satraps, within the extensive country which was put 
under the command of thd prince, detained still a share o f independent, 
authority in their respective satrapies. Nevertheless Tissaphernes, in a 
manner eclipsed by the prince’s superior rank and power, and the 
greater splendor o f his court, fell comparatively info neglect and con
tempt, pal’ticularly with the Lacedmmonians; Hence, notwithstanding 
his late injurious treatment o f Alcibiades, it  was thought interest might 
now possibly reunite him with the-Atlienians, and through him means, 
miglit be obtained for negotiation, from which some advantage might 
be drawn. Tissaphernes was actually gained ; but he was in no favor 
with Cyrus, and all his endevors to procure a reception for Athenian 
ministers were ineffectual. ' '

T h is turn o f  things greatly .injured A lcibiades b oth  w ith the arma

ment at Sambs and with d ie  people at home. H is promises, o f  Persian 

assistance, w h ich  be, and he only^ could procure, had first .and princi

pally

    
 



Sect . 1. ' SE  A F I  G II t  O f ' N  G T I U M:
p a lly  led fo liis restoration. T h at assistance alone, lie had said, and his 

confidential friends had always maintained, could save the common

w ealth. 'N o t  only these promises had-totally failecr, but that important 

assistance had accrued to  the en em y; and in a g.rcater degree than he 

co u ld  ever promise it  to  Athens. lie  felt these circumstances, and was 

h u rt b y  the temper o f  the armament which followed. lils  naval force 

was y e t  superior to tliat o f  the enemy ; b u t qu ick decision alone pro?- 

b a b ly  could either secure his own situation in command, or avert inr- 

pen d in g ruin from the commonwealth. H e led his fleet therefore to 

N o tiu m , * o n  the A siatic  shore, within view o f Ephesus,.' vhere  

L ysa n d er lay. Inform ation came to him  th at Thrasybulus, who had 

Avintered with his squadron in the Hellespont,, was employed in for

t ify in g  Phoc32a on the Aiolian coast. .Possibly Alcibiades though! 

it  m igh t be advantageous to withdraw himself, till the moment offeree 

foifcimportant action. H e  left his fleet, liowev'er, to go and concer 

measures Avith Thrasybulus, intrusting the Command to Antiochus, bn 

w ith  strict orders, to avoid a general ingagem ent.

D uring his absence, Antioehus, Avhether actuated by honest but in
judicious zeal, or coveting a glory to ‘which he could n o t honestly 
.aspire, Avent with a few triremes to the harbour of Ephesus,,as,if to ex: 
plore ; but passed by the very prows of some of the enemy’s fleet, as if t)! 
provoke pursuit. Lysander, Avho. had now ninety triremes, Ava; 
y et .employed in Improving the strength'and condition of his fleet 
w ithout meaning to seek an action. The conduct of Antioehus in 
duced him to order a few galleys to be hastily launched and manned 
and to pursue. Notium was so near that'this moA’̂ ement could Be seei 
there, aud a superior force presently advanced to relieve Antioehus 
Ly'sander being prepared,* led out his Avhole fleet. The Athenians, no 
equally prepared, hastily, and as they could, in the exigency of the mo 

■ ment, put all their ships in motion. Lysander began the action AvitI 
his fleet regularly formed.. The Athenians, one after another aidevorins 

. to  get into the’ line, maintained the fight for some time, in a confused anc 
scattered manner, but at length fled for Samos. Fifteen of their ships 

-were taken, but most o f the nien escaped: a few Avere made prisoners:
' Antioehus

m s
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■ •‘A n tioch u s was am ong the killed. Lysander erected his- trophy upon 

the headland o f  N otiu m , and carried his prizes to  Ephesus.

T h is was a firiost m o rtifyin g event for Alcibiades. He hastened back 

to his fleet, and, h ig h ly  an xiou s to  repair its disgrace, h e went to the 

m outh o f  theTiarbour o f  Ephesus, and offered battle. Lysander how

ever, b ein g considerably inferior in  force, would n o t move, and A lci-  

hiades returned to Samos. .

T h e  p o licy  o f  the Lacedem on ian  governm ent seems to  have met the 

va n ity  o f  Lysander, in  the e'ndevor to g iv e  more than its due splendor 

to  the v ic to r y  o f N otium . N in e  statues were dedicated at Delphi on 

th e occasion, the effigies o f  Lysander himself, o f  Ilerm on- the master 

o f  bisship, and o f  Abas his soothsayer, w ith those o f  Castor, Pollux, 

Ju n o , Apollo, Diana, and N eptu n e. T h a t v icto ry, little in itself, be

came im portant, as Plutarch ju s tly  observes, b y  its political coii- 

^equences. T h e  credit o f  A lcibiades had already received injury aniong 

th e  ill-ju d g in g  m ultitude o f Athens. T h e y  held th at he'ought not to 

have left the revolted' Hand o f  Andros unsubdued: y e t there can be 

no doubt b u t  he would have been inexcusable in w astin g the time o f  

his powerful armament upon th a t little object, w hen concerns o f  im

portance so beyond comparison greater to the commonwealth, called  

him  to the A siatic coast. H is commission excused him  from that  

constant com m unication w ith  the people,.usually required o f  Athenian  

generals : b u t it m ight nevertheless be not difficult to  persuade the 

people,, that the neglect o f  such com m unication was disrespectful, and 

marked an unbecom ing arrogance : nor is it  indeed improbable that 

Alcibiades m ay sometimes h ave used the ample powers committed  

fo  him,, in a more lordly style than prudence w ould ju stify. But, as , 

Plutarch continues to observe, his very glo ry  injured him : the ^people 

expected th at nothing should I'esist the man to whom, whether serving 

or opposing his country, all had seemed hitherto to  yield. W hen in-- 

formation cam e th at he had quitted Andros w ith o u t subduing it, they 

bore the immediate disappointm ent; b u t i t  was w ith  th e daily expecr 

tation 6 f  intelligence that Chibs and all Ion ia were conquered. When 

therefore the mews arriVed th a t the fleet had fled before an inferior

force
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force, with the loss o f  fifteen ships, Athens was in uproar. Intelli
gence o f a much more threateniflg misfortune, the alliance of Persia w ith 
Lacedsemon, communicated at the same time, made no comparable 
impression. The enemies of Alcibiades took immediate advantage of 
the popular temper; and those in the city were assisted by some who 
came from the fleet for the purpose. O f these Thrasybulus son of Plut. vit. 
Thrason, mentioned on thi$ occasion only in history, principally dis
tinguished himself. An assembly o f the people being convened, and 
curiosity eager for the detail of an unexpected and alarming event, 
Thrasybulus mounted the bema, arid-exclaimed vehemently against 
the commandcr-in-chief; - His pride,’ -he said, ‘ was intolerable, and 
‘ his negligence o f the public service shameful. Ilis abilities Indeed 
* were great,, but he was continually quitting the fleet: and while he 
‘ pretended to be employed in raising contributions for public service,
‘ his time was spent among Ionian courtezans, in the indulgence of 
‘ the most extravagant luxury. In a station in view of the enemy’s 
‘ fleet, he had intrusted a command, involving the being o f the 
‘ commonwealth, to men who had no merit, but that o f flattering his 
‘ pride and ministering to his desires. The late ignominious disaster 
‘ had had no other source. As for any regard for Athens or the Athe- 
‘ nian people, it was evident he had none; and if, ih consequence of 
‘ a better knowlege 'o f him, their partiality toward him should cease,
‘ he was prepared to do wdthout them, /^hile vested with so great 
‘ a command, his attention had been more given to his estate in the 
‘ Thracian Chersonese than to their service. A  castle, which he had 
‘ built tliere, was already prepared to receive him, in that second banish- 
‘ ment which he so well deserved, and which he evidently expected.’

Some mixture o f known truths, with the falsehood and malignity of 
this accusation, probably assisted to give it efficacy. There seems to 
have been no ground for the imputation o f negligence. Indeed some 
o f  those points, in the character o f Alcibiades, which were most excep
tionable in hjs 3muth, appear to have been improved with increasing 
years and increasing experience; and, as passion cooled, and reason 
strengthened, and adversity instructed, the lessons o f Socrates were 
r-emeinbered and had their eflect. In his conduct since his restoration.

Vox,. II. s T  ' whether
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xvhethcr in m ilitary or political business, neither rashness ^hows itself, 

nor dishonesty. O n  the contrary, all his projects appear to have been 

formed w ith singular prudence, as they tvere executed w ith singular 

vigor. H ow ever he m ay have failed -in  regard to  tlie person to whom 

he intrusted the com m and o f  the fleet, during that short absence 

^vhich proved so unfortunate, in every other instance his choice 

o f , assistants and deputies in command was judicious, liberal, and 

happy. T h e  confidence w hich he continued always to g iv e  to Thra- 

sybulus son o f  Lycus, and to  Thrasyllus, at the same tim e conferred 

and reflected honor*. B u t these considerations escaped the Athenian  

people; Called upon, in a m om ent o f  in dignation and anxiety, to 

decide upon a matter o f  the utm ost consequence, and plied b y the 

eloquence o f  interested men, while the inform ation necessary for 

due discussion o f  the question was not before them. W ithout w aiting  

to know how their general m igh t apologize for his conduct, or what 

necessity, or what view  o f  pu blic service m igh t have directed it, the 

multitude, whose momentary w ill decided, w ith o u t controul, the most 

important measures o f  exe cu tive  governm ent, passed the fatal decree. 

Thrasybulus was in volved w ith A lcibiades; and thus the two men 

who were b y  experience, added to singular gifts o f  nature, beyond all 

others perhaps then in the world, qualified to  relieve the common

wealth, in its almost desperate circumstances, were dismissed from 

their employments. T en  generals were appointed in their.room, and 

the long: list requires n o tice: th ey were Conon, Diom edon, Leon, 

Pericles, Erasinicles, Aristocrates, Archestratus, Protom achus, Thra

syllus, Aristogenes.

H o w  th at balance in th e powers o f  governm ent at Athens, which 

T hucydides mentions to have been so ju d icio u sly  established, when 

the council o f  Four-hundred was abolished, had already been com

pletely deranged, X enophon .gives no direct in fo rm atio n ; but, in 

the circumstances related b y  both  writers, it  remains suggested. 

Alcibiades, disappointed in his first great political purpose, o f  leading 

the aristocratical interest in Athens, and, through ' his antient family 

connection w ith Lacedasmon, exten d in g his influence over Greece, 

threw him self at once on the dem ocratical interest; w ith  the extraor- 

1 dinary
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tlin aiy success, follow ed b y the jap id  reverse, which we have seen.

W h en  his country, through the evils w hich he principally bfought 

on it, M'as prepared to make terms Avitli him, he preferred an aristo- 

cratical or. oligarchal party for his future support. But, finding 

h im self presently deceived b y  the persons actually leading those in

terests in A then s,-so that dem ocracy was his only resource, it was 

an  unbalanced dem ocracy only that could answer his purpose; be

cause an unbalanced dem ocracy only would give him that plenitude 

o f  authority, which could inable him to overbear the arislocratieal 

. and oligarchal parties, so warmly disposed to oppose him. Having  

reestablished him self then on the ground o f  the dernocratical interest, 

y e t, in the necessity o f  absenting* him self on command abroad, his 

pow er failed for controlling ithe movements o f faction at home.

H o w  parties there were at the time divided, and hpw little, notwith

standing tjie rash vote for the deposition o f  AlcibiadesandThrasybulus, 

a n y held a clear superiority, is indicated in the composition o f the 

new 'board o f generals. Pericles was a near kinsman o f A lcibiades; 

Aristocrates had been his general o f  infantry in his last command;

Thrasyllus one o f his m ost activp partizans, and among those whom, 

as an officer, he had most favored and trusted. But Conon, the first 

o f  th e ten, a man o f superior qualifications, appears to have been not 

his friend. M eanw hile Epigenes, Diophanes and Cleisthenes, men o f  Lys. 

h ig h  birth, but in no office, led the mob, and led it to the most de- Apobg. 

spotic measures : on the vague accusation o f  being unfriendly to the 

m u ltitu d e ’ , some, who had taken part w ith the Four-hundred, were 

condem ned w ithout trial, by a single vote o f the general assembly, 

and e x e c u te d ; m any suffered confiscation o f their property, some 

were banished, some incapacitated for honors and public employments; 

some rvei-e compelled to  purchase their safety. In  this state o f  things, Xen. Hel. 

Alcibiades, not indeM  bein g actually summoned, but o f  course tO give s, lo. 

an accoun t o f his conduct, i f  he appeared, and probably to defend him- - 

se lf against impeachment, not unreasonably avoided, to trust his fate 

to  such a judicature as the assembled Athenian people. Thrasybulus,

 ̂ ’OvK tvnovi r a  vrhiOsi. 
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less obnoxious to the jealousy o f  party, seems to  have remained. with  

the fleet, retaining tlie com m and o f  his trireme. Alcibiades retired to 

his estate in the Thracian Chersonese.

S E  C  T  I O N  I I .

Cotton commandetf'-in-chief o f  the Athenian fleet: Callicratidas o f the 
.Peloponnesian. Mitylene besieged by Callicratidas. Seafght of  
Arginus(e.

B . C .  4 0 7 .  C o n  OH, a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h is  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  b e  o n e  o f  th e  n e w  g e n e ra ls -
P. W. ^5. 
Xen. Hel. 
1.1. C.5. 
». IK

e. 6'. i, 1.
2 .3 .

in-chief, was absent, being employed in the siege o f  Andros, where he 

commanded. A  decree o f  the people directed him to go imniediately, 

w ith the squadron o f  tw en ty  ships under his orders, and take the com

mand o f  the fleet at Samos. I t  was already late in the year, and, on 

his arrival at Samos, he found a dejection in the armament, not inviting  

to great undertakings.^ Fortunately the enem y’s fleet was not y e t so 

strong as to incourage them to  enterprize. His first measure then, and 

apparently a measure o f  absolute necessity, was precisely that w hich  

had been so objected to Alcibiades, as to be m ade a ground o f his 

'im peachm ent. Selecting seventy triremes, and strengthening the 

crews b y  drafts from above th irty more, C onon divided them into 

squadrons, w hich were sent various w a y s; and they were successful in 

execu tin g his orders to  co llect contributions and plunder, in several 

parts o f  the coast o f  Asia and the neighboring ilands, which acknow- 

leged the dom inion o f Persia or the alliance o f  Lacedremon.

In  the insuin g winter, Callicratidas was sent from Sparta, to take the 

com m and-in-chief o f the Peloponnesian fleet. Callicratidas, widely  

different from Lysander, was one o f  the purest models o f  the old Spartan 

character; a  zealous and sincere disciple o f  the school o f  Lycu rgu sh

Om

♦ Barthelemi has not scrupled (e. 42. clearest terms, to affirm that Callicratidas, 
p, 103, vol. 4. ed. 8vo.) on the authority of Lysandfer, and Gylippus, were all born in 
90 late a writer as .Siliauj, given also in not the that class of freemen of Lacedtemoo, which

was
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O n  his arrival at Ephesus, Lysander told him, that he designed to him a 

victorious fleet w hich commanded the seas. Callicratidas replied, ‘ Pass 

‘ then with your fleet to the westward o f  Samos, and deliver up the 

‘ com niand to me in the harbour o f M iletu s,’ T he Athenian fleet lay at  

Samos, and passing “to the westward o f  th at iland would put a general 

actio n  in the choice o f  the Athenian adrtiiral. Lysander excused him

self b y  alledging, th at in so doing he should go beyond his duty, since 

th e.o ffice r appointed to  supersede him was arrived. Callicratidas, 

gratified with the implied acknowlegem ent that the fleet was not strong 

en ough to meet the enemy, made it his. first business to increase its 

force. H e sent to Chios, Rhodes, and other states o f the confederacy; 

and, h avin g thus collected fifty triremes, which made his number all 

togeth er a hundred and forty, he then proposed without delay to seek 

a battle.

T h e  condescending politeness o f  Lysander, so different from what 

was usually experienced in Spartan commanders, his apparent disin

terestedness, and his attention to  tlie welfare o f those under him, 

togeth er with the ab ility  he had shown in every kind o f business, had 

rendered him h igh ly acceptable to t h e .armament and to the allied 

cities. Callicratidas had not been lo n g in his command, before he 

discovered that some o f  the principal’ officers, devoted to his prede

cessor, were form ing a party against him. T h e y  not only obeyed neg

lig e n tly  and reluctantly, but endevored to  excite discontent in the 

armament and am ong the allies. ‘ T h e Lacedeemonian system ,’ they  

said, ‘ was most im politic. Such continual change o f  the person at 

‘ the head o f  things m ust produce immoderate inconvenience. A

509

was of acknowleged servile origin; and he- 
adds, ‘ tliat they obtained the full riglits of 
‘ citizens only as the reward of signal ex- 
‘ ploits,' for which he seems to have had no 
warrant whatever. He aj'pears to have for
gotten that Gylippus was son ofCleandridas, 
who held tlie high station of regent during 
the minority ofPleistoanax son ofPaiisanias, 
and that it was the clear dignity of a Spartan, 
which, according to Thucydides, made him 
a fit person for the Sicilian command. If

we may trust Plutarch, whose authority is at 
least as good as jElian’s, and whose assertion 
incomparably more probable, Lysander was 
of the Heracleid family, esteemed the first in 
Greece, But Herodotus, Thucydides and 
Xenophon, all make it sufficiently evident 
that, in their time, no men of servile, or 
any other neodamode families, as they were- 
called, could reach those high situations,, 
under the Spartan government, which Gylip
pus, Lysander and Callicratidas held. ^

‘ m o s t
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‘ most im portant naval com m and thus fell into the hands o f  men 

‘ unversed in naval alfairs ; and those, who had had no communication 

‘ am ong the allies, were to  preside over the interests o f  the allies. 

‘ T h e consequences wduld be- ruinous, both to  the allies and to the 

‘ f le e t’

T h e  measure taken b y Callicratidas to obviate this dangerous cabal, 

as it  stands reported b y the cotem porary historian, strongly marks his 

character. C allin g  together the Lacedaemonians o f  the armament, he 

spoke to them in the follow ing style o f  L a co n ic  eloquence: ‘ I  could

* be very well contented to stay at home ; and i f  either Lysander, or 

‘ any other, pretends to more skill in. naval command, I  shall not gainsay 

‘ it. B ein g however, b y  the appointm ent o f  the Lacedem onian govern- 

‘ ment, admiral o f  the fleet, it  is m y business to  act in that situation to

* the best o f  in y ability. I  therefore now  require your advice. Y o u  

‘ kno\v, as well as I, what the purpose o f  the governm ent is, which I  am  

‘ anxious to  have duly performed. W ill in h e n  be better for me to 

‘ remain h ere; in which case y o u  w ill g ive  me yo u r zealous codpera- 

‘ tio n ; or shall I g o  home and relate the state o f  thin gs ?’ This speech

s. 6. had in a great degree the desired effect. A ll were anxious to obviat#

accusation at Sparta ; and all were in consequence forward to demon

strate, both b y  word and deed, that they m eant no resistance to the 

legal commands ©f the Lacedmmonian admiral, and. no backwardness 

in the service o f  the confederacy. ‘

T h e difficulties o f  Callicratidas, however, did n o t epd here. His 

rough manners, ill accom m odated to relieve, on the contrary irritated 

tlie regret o f  his predecessor in resigning a very h ig h  situation ; and his 

■ simple and unsuspicious honesty did not conceive an y political neces

sity for condescending com m unication adth the man whom he came 

to supersede, not for any pleasure o f  his own/ but for the service o f his 

country. Lysander had a large sum o f  m oney remaining, o f  what had 

been com m itted to him by Cyru s for the pay o f  the fleet. N o w a y  de

sirous o f  g ra tifyin g  Callicratidas, he would not m ake it over to him,, 

but, to earn credit with the prince b y  a display c f  his econom y, returned 

the whole into the Persian treasury. Callicratidas im m ediately found 

him self in want. H e made, however, no difficulty o f  g o in g  to  the court 

. . o f
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o f  Sardis, to ask for a supply, which he supposed was to be issued o f  

course: but to provide for a favorable reception by any previous in

trigu e or any ceremonious complim'ent, or to obviate any ill impression 

th at Lysander or the friends o f Lysander m ight have made, did not 

com e w ithin his im agination. O n arriving at Sardis, he applied 

for an audience. H e was answered, th a t he piust wait two days. 

P atien ce ŵ as a Spartan virtue, and' he did not immediately feel 

the affront. But, on goin g according, t o . the appointment, he 

m et still with procrastination; and as he repeated his fruitless at- 

ten dan ceM n  the antichambers, everythin g, he saw, the pomp, the 

insolence, the servility, which struck his first notice, and the faith

lessness and venality which soon becam e evident, all excited his 

indignation. A t  length, in complete disgust, he departed without 

h a v in g  seen the prince, and w ith his business in no part done; ex

cla im in g ‘ that the G reeks were indeed wretched who would so truckle 

‘ to barbarians for m on eyl He saw,’ he said, ‘ what would be the cou- 

‘ sequence o f their quarrels am ong oneanother; and, if  die lived to 

‘ return home, he would do his utmost fo reconcile Lacedaemon with 

‘ A th en s.’

O n  arriving at Ephesus, his first care was to move his fleet from a 

place so near Sardis, and so immediately under the controul o f  Persia. 

H e  conducted it to M iletus, vliose people preserved more independency. 

T h e n ce  he sent a small squadron home for a supply o f money. For inter

m ediate need he obtained a loan from the Milesians and Chians, and 

he then proceeded to employ the force he had collected, his fleet 

consisting o f  a hundi-ed and seventy triremes. M ethym ne in Lesbos 

was, his first object, and he took th a t c ity  by assault. • A ll the 

• effects were given up for plunder, and the flaves were collected  

in the market-place, to be sold for the benefit o f  the armament. 

T h e  allies proposed the sale o f the. Methymnrean citizens; but Cal- 

licratidas, with a spirit o f  liberal patriotism, o f  which instances are 

rare in Grecian history, declared that, ‘ where he commanded, no 

‘ G reek should be m ade a slave.’

W h ile  Callicratidas had been so increasing his fleet, Conon ad- 

'hered to the different system which, on first taking the command, he

had

o i l
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had adopted, reducing the number,of his triremes, to have more select 
crews. I f  we may guess at the purpose, o f  which we are not posh 
lively informed, he was urged by the same deficiency of supplies from 
home, which had not a little interrupted the operations even o f Alci- 
biades, and, beside a strict parsimony, made every attention to the 
collection o f contributions, necessary. With select ships, and select 
crews,, he could be quicker in his motions, make sudden attacks 
upon defenceless places, pursue merchant-ships or small squadrons, 
and avoid an enemy too strong to be opposed: and hence appa
rently the expression which Xenophon reports o f  Callicratidas, ‘ that 
‘ he would stop Conon’s adultery with the sea*;’ implying, that it was 

' not by a fair superiority, but through a furtive kind of success, that 
Conon had appeared in some degree to command that element.

The Peloponnesian fleet was lying at Melhymne, when Conon was 
seen passing with seventy triremes. Callicratidas pursuing, endevored 
to intercept the retreat o f the Athenians to Samos. Conon fled for 
M itylene; but the Peloponnesian rowers ^ erted  themselves with 
such vigor, that Callicratidas entered the harbour .’with him. Com
pelled thus to 'fig h t against numbers so superior, the Athenians lost 
thirty triremes, the men however escaping. The other forty triremes 
they secured by hauling them under the town-wall, so as to be pro
tected from the battlements. Callicratidas, stationing his fleet in the 
harbour, and sending for infantry from Methymne and Chios, formed 
the siege o f M itylene by sea and land. -After these successes, unasked 
supplies came to him from Cyrus.

The situation o f Conon meanwhile was highly distressing. The 
city was populous and unprovided ; and not only he was withput 
means to procure supplies, but he was at a loss for means even to send 
information o f his distress. T o  attempt this however was necessary. 
For the defence of his triremes, lying on the beach, a guard from his 
landforces was placed in each. From two o f them o f  known swiftness,he 
moved the soldiers* before day,',' and put, in their stead, crews of his ■ 
best rowers, who gave place again'to the soldiers after dark. This was

Koiiun h  6<Vs», Jn  vatvsn  uvlof * Toi; Xen. Ilel. 1.1. c. 6- s. 14.

repeated
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repeated four days. O n tjie fifth, at noon, the apparent inattention of 
the enemy, while their crews were ashore at their dinner, seemed to 
afford the wished-for opportunity : the two tiiremes'pushed out of the 
port; and, according to orders, one directed its course westward, im
mediately for Athens, the otiier northward toward the Hellespont. This 
however could not be done unseen by the enemy. In some confusion, 
cu ttin g  the cables’  o f  some o f their ships, they were quickly in pursuit; 
and one o f the Athenian triremes was taken about sunset the same 
day : the other reached Athens.

The exertion which the Athenian commonwealth was still able to 
make, after all its Josses aiid all its internal troubles, shows extraordinary 
vighr in the system, which owed its origin to the daring genius o f Themis- 
tocles, and its improvement'and permanence to the wisdom o f  Pericles; 
yet which perhaps could'never have existed, or could not havelasted, but 
for the well-constructed foundation, which the wisdom o f  Solpn had pre
pared. The circumstances required every effort. A  hundred and ten tri
remes were equipped and manned : but, for this, not only every Athenian 
citizen, within age for forein service, o f the two lower orders, but many 
o f  the order o f knights, who on all common occasions were exempt from 
naval service, imbarked; and, all being insufijoient, numerous slaves 
were added, to complete the crews. The whole number wanted would 
not be so few as twenty thousand. In thirty days, however, this nu
merous fleet was ready for sea: the generals, before appointed, were 
directed, as admirals, to take the command (foi*j in speaking o f the 
Greek naval service, we have continual difficulty to chuse between 
these titles), and under the orders o f those who were at the time 
in Athens, it proceeded to Samos.' Tep Samian triremes reinforced it 
there; and, requisition being sent to the other allied and subject states, 
for the utmost naval force that they could furnish, allowing no able- 
bodied citizens to avoid the service®, an addition was thus collected 
Avhich made the whole upward o f a hundred and fifty : its course wjjs 
then directed toward Lesbos.

A t  the time o f Conon’s defeat, Diomedon, another o f the ten ge
nerals, was cruizing with a separate squadron of twelve ships. Receiving
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mation o f his collegue’s distress, he madeaii effort, apparently with 
! izeal than judgement, to relieve it. Callicratidas took ten jof his 

ships : Diomedon himself escaped with the other two.
The Spaijan admiral was yet with his whole force at Mitylene, when 

intelligence reached him, that a powerful fleet from Attica was arrived 
at Samos. Leaving then fifty triremes, under Eteonicus, to continue 
the blockade, he went wdth a hundred and twenty to meet the enemy. 
The same evening putting his people ashore, according to the usual prac
tice, upon the headland o f Malea in Lesbos^ for their supper, as night 
came on he discovered the fires of a naval camp on the. littlejlands of 
Arginusm, between Lesbos and the main : and, .soon after, informa
tion was brought him that the Athenian fleet was there. About mid
night he Aveighed, proposing a surprize; but, a thunder-storm coming 
on, compelled him to. wait for day. , ,

Early in the morning, the approach o f the enemy became known to 
the Athenian commanders, who immediately imbarked* their crews, 
steered southward for the open sea,'and formed jtheir order o f  battle. 
Eight of the. ten generals o f  the commonwealth were aboard the fleet.

f
Xenophon informs us, but without accounting for it, that the Pelopon
nesian ships ŵ ere at this time generally swifter than the Athenian ; so 
that, ‘since the first years o f the war, the circumstances o f  naval 'action 
were inverted, the Lacedsemonians proposing to profit from rapid evo
lution, while the Athenians directed their principal care to guard against 
it. The Lacedsemonian fleet therefore was formed ifi a single line. The. 
Athenian order o f battle was remarkable: each o f the eight generals com
manded a squadron of fifteen ships; and the eight squadrons, in two lines, 
formed the wings o f the fleet. The allies held the center; in a single line; 
and with them were posted thirteen Athenian captains; Thrasybulus, 

'Theramenes, and another, not named, who-had all formerly commanded 
as admirals, and ten who held the rank o f taxiarc in the land service, 
which seems to have been superior to that o f trrerarc in the navy. The 
attention to rank, here marked by XenophOii, deserves notice, as it Avas 
less to be expected in a democracy,and as it accounts for the regularity 
with Avhich the Athenian military service was conducted while, in some 
o f the Grecian democracies, subordination was very defective.' 

Xenophon seems to have thought the disposition of the Athenian
• fleet
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fleet judicious, and the master o f  the Spartan admiral’s ship, Hernon, 

a M egarian, apparently saw th a t it was. M ore experienced probably, 

in n aval affairs, than his commander, he augured ill o f  the approaching 

battle, and advised retreat from superior numbers. Callicratidas ati- 

swered, w ith  the spirit o f  a disciple o f  Lycurgus, but not with the 

ju d g e m e n t which the great command intrusted,to him required, ‘ that 

‘ his death would be a small loss to Sparta, but flight would be dis-

515

‘  g ra ce fu l.’

T h e  fleetsjnet, and the action was lon g disputed in line. Various, 

exertions then broke the regularity o f  order, and still the fight was 

m aintained for some tim e with much equality. A t  length Callicratidas, 

■ yvho com m anded in the right w in g o f  his fleet, in the shock o f his 

g a lle y  striking an enem y with the beak, fell overboard and perished. 

A b o u t the same time th e Athenian right, commanded by Protomachus, 

m ade an impression upon the Peloponnesian le ft: confusion spred to 

the right, no longer directed by the orders, or animated by the exertion, 

o f  the com m ander-in-chief;. and shortly the whole fled. A bove seventy 

triremes were either destroyed or ta k e h : o f  the Lacedem onian squad

ron, consisting o f  ten, only one escaped. T w en ty-five* Athenian ships 

were sunk or disabled.

W hen  pursuit ended, the Athenian admirals held a council o f  war 

to  consider o f  measures n ext to be taken. T o  collect the wreck and 

the dead, but more especially to relieve the living, who m ight be 

floatin g on the ruins o f  galleys, or endevoring to  save themselves 

b y  swim m ing, was com m only an important business after naval 

action. Diom edon proposed that this should be the first concern o f  

th e whole fleet* Erasinides, on the contrary, was for procee^ling im

m ediately w ith the whole fleet to  the re lie f o f  Conon, the prirbary 

o b ject o f  their instructions. T h e enem y’s fleet under Eteonicus, he 

said, were due d iligen ce used, m ight be taken intire; the destruction

Xen.Hel. 
I. l .  C .6 '.
8. 2 t.

S.25. & c . f .  
s. 3 & 10.

■* In Xenophon’s account o f the battle, 
twenty-five is the number o f ships rnen'ti- 
oiied as lost, together with their crevys. In 
a following passage (c. 7* s. 10.) twelve 
only ar« stated to have been lo st; and the

context proves that in fhe latter passage 
there has been ' no error in transcription. 
Unable more Satisfactorily to reconcile the 
contradiction, I  have stated the twenty-five 
as sunk or disabled.
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o f tlieir n a v y  would thus be nearly com p lete; and the exigencies o f the 

com m onwealth required th at such an opportunity should not be lost, 

in the endevor to save the wrecked, w hich the grow in g roughness o f  

the weather would render u tterly  unavailing, Thrasyllus differed from  

b o th ; he insisted that, as the fleet was equal to  both services, neither 

the relief o f  the wrecked should be neglected,, nor assistance to Conon  

delayed. H is opinion prevailed ; and it was resolved th a t forty-six  

ships should remain to collect the w reck, while th e rest o f  the fleet 

proceeded to M itylen e.

There is in this affair, w h ich  had important consequences, some 

m ystery, o f  which, whether party-spirit or private friendship or what

ever m ay have caused.the reserve, it  m ay be suspected th at Xenophon  

knew  more than he has chosen to unfold. N o n e  o f  the generals took  

the com m and o f  the large squadron appointed to  the relief o f  the  

w reck e d : i t  v^as com m itted to  Theramenes and Thrasybulus, who both  

had held high  naval com m ands, but were then o n ly  in the. situation 

o f captains o f  triremes. T o  m ake the appointm ent more respectable, 

some o f  the taXiarcs Were ordefed upon the d u ty 'w ith ' them. A ll  

the generals were in the mean tim e to go, w ith th e main body o f  the 

fleet, to M itylen e. N eith er measure'however could be executed. T h e  

increasing violence o f  th e  storm  com pelled all to  seek the shelter 

s. 2-t, 25,26. w hich the Arginusan Hands afford ed ; and the unfortunate crews o f  

twelve, ships, wrecked in the battle, were thus left to  perish.

I n  the n ight, nevertheless, one o f  those small lig h t vessels called 

keletes, w h ich  had attended the Peloponnesian fleet for the purpose of  

carrying intelligence or orders, reached M ityle n e  w ith  news o f  its dis

aster. Eteonicus, w ho com m anded, the blockade, ordered the captain 

to g o  im m ediately to sea again, observing th e m ost careful secrecy, and 

to  return In to the harbour b y  broad d ayligh t, w ith his crew wearing 

chaplets, as was usual for the messengers, o f  victo ry, and proclaiming 

th a t Callicratidas had destroyed the A thenian fleet. T h is was punctu

ally executed. Eteonicus then, assem bling his troops in sight o f  the 

M itylenasan ramparts, performed the evangelian sacrifice, the thanks- 

offering for good news, and, a t  the conclusion o f  the ceremony, or- 

U  ' .dered
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dered that jill should im m ediately take their supper. Meantime he 

caused his principal stores to be imbarked in the vessels o f burden 

atten d in g his fleet: the crews o f  the triremes Avere then hastened 

ab o ard ; and, the w in d  being favorable, all sailed for Chios, while, 

after settin g fire to his camp, he led the infantry to M ethymne.

T h ese unexpected motions o f  the besieging armament, which were 

so a b ly  conducted as to  g ive  UQ opportunity for advantage against it, 

first intim ated to Con on  the defeat o f  Callicratidas. H astening to 

la u n ch  his triremes, he met the victorious fleet already approaching 

from  Arginusm, and him self communicated the information that his 

deliverance was already complete, T h e  fleet then went to Chios; 

b u t, no opportunity offering for any bloAV against the enemy, it 

proceeded to Samos, the usual station.

,^17

S E C T I O N  I I I .

Impeachment o f  the generals tvho commanded at the hattle o f  Argmusoe.

T h e  victo ry  o f  Arginusm, the greatest obtained by the Athenians 

d u rin g the war, in which, w ith above seventy ships, more than ten thou

sand men must have been lost by the enemy, m ight have gone far to 

procure final success to  Athens, had Athens had a government capable 

o f  an y steddiness, or even secure against acts o f madness. Fruitful of 

superior men, she never had more citizens equal to the conduct o f ths 

greatest affairs than at this time. A t  least three, Alcibiades, Thrasy- 

bulus, and Conon, already o f large experience in great commands, 

and y e t  in the prime o f  life, were scarcely inferior to any known in hei 

annals. But, since the restoration o f  dem ocracy, the people, franti( 

w ith  the w ild jo y  o f  recovered power, and not less mad with jealousj 

o f  superior-men, were m.ore than ever dupes to the arts o f  designing 

orators : and, like a weak and fickle tyrant, AA'hose passion is his onl) 

la w , tho no single tyran t can really be so lawless, were led as the flattery 

or the stim ulation, m ost in consonance w ith the passion o f the moment 

pointed the w ay.
IleiTet
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Hence followed oije o f the most extraordinary, most disgraceful, and 
most fatal strokes o f faction recorded in history. O f  the eight generals 
who commanded at the battle o f Arginusre, Protomachus and Aris- 
togenes only remained with Cpnon at Samos: Diomedon; Pericles, 
Lysias, Aristoerates, Erasinides and Thrasyllus went home; little ex
pecting what was to meet them there. Matters had been prepared by 
intrigues, which are known to us only by their effects. A  decree of 
the people had deprived all the generals o f their command, ConOn only 
excepted, to whom Adeimantus. and Philocles weie given for new 
collegues. As soon as the six arrived, Erasjnides was arrested. Arche- 
demus, then the popular orator, and considered as head of the 
democratical interest, had preferred an accusation against him, for 
embeziling public effects out o f  ships in their passage from the Hel
lespont, and for other misconduct in hrs command; and the court 
before which the charge was exhibited, ordered the victorious general 
to prison. I t  remained then for the other five 'to  give, before the 
council, an account o f transactions under their orders. A t the con
clusion it was moved by Tiniocrates, that, all should be put in safe 
custody, to answer before the people for their conduct. The council 
accordingly ordered all the five into confinement.

W hen the assembly of the people met, Theramenes came forward 
as the principal accuser; Theramenes, to whom, Avith Thrasybulus, 
Avhen in the situation of simple tiierarcs, the accused generals had 
intrusted the command of a fleet o f  forty-six triremes, w'ith the charge 
o f saving those wrecked in the battle of Arginusa:; yet the crime now 
alledged against the generals Avas the neglect of th at very duty, '• X e
nophon has not accounted for this apparent contradiction ‘V The 
council, however, Avas evidently guilty of-the grossest and most tyran
nical oppression. The accused were not allowed to conduct their 
defence in the usual fo rm : advantages Avhich th e law positiA'Cly pve-

*  Te '  fairness of Xenophon, who, as a cotempo-
The account of Diodorus, differing in . rary, acrjuakited with'•some of the persons 

some small circumstances from Xenophon’s, concerned, and interested in the event, might 
agrees in the result.. It assists indeed little otherwise be supposed liable to some par- 
■to explain j  but it tends to establish the tiality. *

scribed
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scribed were denied them: iand each was permitted only to make a 
short speech to the people.

Thus restricted, all made nearly the same apology, ‘ After a most 
‘ glorious - victory,’ they said, ‘ they had taken upon themselves a very
* important and urgent duty, the pursuit o f the enemy, and the relief 
‘ o f  the besieged armament. In the mean time the cate of the Wrecked^
‘ as far as depended on them, had not been omitted or slighted : it had 
‘ been intrusted to officers whom none Avould deny to be competent 
‘ for such a duty, to officers who had distinguished themselves in great 
‘  commands and arduous enterprizes. I f  then there had been a failure;
‘ those alone were fairly accountable, to whom the execution had been 
‘ committed. I t  was, however, not their purpose to accuse: injurious 
‘ treatment should not provoke them to be unjust: they imputed to 
‘ none any failure in duty; well knowing that the violence o f the 
‘ supervening storm rendered the saving o f the wrecked impossible.
‘ For this there was no want o f respectable witnesses : every master of

the fleet would bear testimony to it: and many persons actually saved
* from the wrecked ships knew it;  among whom was one o f thegene- 
‘ rals, included in the present accusation.’'

A  short speech to this purpose having been made severally by each o f Xen. HeT. 
the generals, the question was put. It was evident that the majority 5, 4. 
o f  the assembly was for the acquittal o f the accused. But the party, 
which had resolved on their destruction, had on their side the presidents 
and a majority o f the council. Their resource therefore was to procure 
a declaration from the presidents, ‘ That in the dusk o f evening,
‘ then advanced, the numher o f hands could not be distinguished,
‘ and that the decision must’ be referred to the next assembly.’ Ac-̂ - 
quiescence under this determination seems to have incouraged them 
to push their point, and they proceeded to move,. ‘ That, in the in-
* terval, the council should consider and determine, in what manner, in 
‘ the next assembly, the trial should be conducted;’ To move an y  
question, when it had been already decided that the assembly could not 
proceed, to a division,, seems a strange incongruity; but the motion 
made shows that they depended upon the passions, and not upon the 
reason.of the people. I t  ■ was no less than a proposal for authorizing the

I ’ . c o u n c i l i  .
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council to dispense with the forms, established by the constitution, for 
the security o f the subject in cases o f criminal accusation. But the 
party was strong,, and the body o f the people thoughtless and impa
tie n t: the friends o f the accused were apparently surprized, and perhaps 
fearful o f  irritating the hasty and unwary: the question' was carried 
yith out a.divisiofi, and the assembly was dismised.

H aving thus obviated th e acquittal o f  the unfortunate generals, 
which, according to Xenophon, a majority o f  the assembly had 
actually pronounced, Und which wanted only the declaration of the 
presidents to give it effect ; having procured authority for the council 
to substitute, at their pleasure, any mode o f  trial instead o f that 
prescribed by law, the party w'̂ ere still apprehensive that they might 
fail o f their purpose; and the consequence o f failure, in so violent an 
'elFort o f faction, would probably beruin to themselves. Recourse was 
therefore had to a kind o f oratory, suited to excite that popular passion 
Avhich would favor their views. I t  was the season o f  the Apaturia, a 
festival derived from patriarchal times, in which families assembled, 
and the chief o f each received a kind o f homage from its members. A  
number o f persons, clothed in black, and with their heads and beards 
close shaven, as was customary in mourning, were procured to show 
theniselves about the city, as relations o f those lost inthe.storm, after 
the battle o f Arginusse. This artifice w'as not without effect among 
the lower people. Meanwhile, in the council, the business was ma
naged by Callixenus, w'ho was a member, and .who succeeded to the 
utmost wish o f his party. '

When the assembly was held, to decide the fate o f the generals, 
Callixenus came forward to report the resolution o f the council, 
which v/as to guide the proceedings. The resolution, as it stands 
reported by Xenophon, ran thus;'* The accusation o f the .generals 
‘ having been heard in the assembly, together with their defence, the 
* council hath decreed, “  That the people shall proceed immediately 
*‘ to ballot by wards: that there shall be for each ward two vases: 
“  that proclamation shall be made by the herald, informing the 
V people, T hat whoever deems the generals eriminal, in neglecting to 
“  save from the waves those who were conquerors in the battle, must

' put
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“  put his die into the first vasef whoev'er deems them'innocent, into 

the second: that the punishment, in case of Condemnation, shall be 
“  death, to be inflicted by the Eleven” (magistrates whose office bore 
some analogy to  that o f  our sheriff) “ with confiscation o f all property,
“  a tenth to the goddess, the rest to the, commonwealth.”

In  the whole o f these proceedings the oppression o f the individuals 
accused'was so flagrant, and tire violation o f the constitution ;of so 
dangerous a kind, that the party thought something might 'be still 
wanting, to inflame passion ^sufficiently among the people, and stifle 
ju s t  consideration. Their resources however seem to have been, ac
cording to the accovyit o f  Xenophon, such that we cannot but wonder X®"- Hel. 

at their success. A  man was produced who declared before the assembly, g'7",
‘ that, having been in one of the wrecked ships, he had saved himself 
‘ on a flour-barrel; .and that his drowning comrades had conjured him,
‘ i f  he should-escape that fate which for them was inevitable, not to 
‘ let it pass unknown to the Athenian people, how the generals had 

* * abandoned those who had deserved so well o f their country,’
Athens was not yet without a* constitution, and laws, as well for 

the security o f  the constitution itself, as for the assurance o f justice t6 

individuals ;-tho faction, supported by a majority in the assembly, might 
sometimes violate both. The friends o f the generals therefore did not 
y e t give up their defence, in, which Euryptolemus son o f Peisianax took 
the leading part. N or was there wanting a considerable body among 
the people disposed to support him, when he remonstrated against the 
violation o f the constitution, attempted by the decree of the council,

■ and declared that he would cite Callixenus to answer, according to law, 
as the proposer. ' The resource of the opposite party was still in popular 
pdlision. They directed their rhetoric to the jealous temper o f demo
cracy: ‘ I t  was intolerable,’ they said, ‘ for. an individual to presume 
‘ to set limits to the authority o f the people -ancLimmediately an angry 
multitude vociferated, ‘ that it was intolerable for an individual to 
‘ prescribe bounds to the will of, the people.’ Thus incouraged,
Lyciscus, one o f the leading men, declared, ‘ that whoever should 
‘ presume to check the authority o f ’the ass'embly, he would move tltat 
* his fate should be decided by the same ballot with that of the generals.

V ol: li. • 3 X “ The
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T he assem bly upon this was again in uproai .̂ Euryptolenius feared, by 

irritating the m ultitude, to injure the cause he meant to  defend, and, 

retracting his proposed citation  o f  Callixenus, declared his submission 

to tlie wilt o f  the people.

T h is legal impediment bein g thus violently overborne, still opposition 

occurred to the purpose o f  the prosecutors. T h e prytanes had the virtue 

to declare, th at they would not put the question for a decree subversive 

o f  the constitution, and which the law forbad.. jCallixenus, imboldened 

b y the support he had already found, afnd dreading the consequences 

o f defeat in his measure, again mounted the bem a,.and, addressing the 

pyopTe, accused the prytanes o f  refusing their d u ty. T h e  multitude, 

w ith renewed jealousy o f  their ill-conceived and undefined rights, 

indignantly called" for those to  appear, who. resisted the'orders o f the 

people. T h e  virtue which had incited to oppose a nveasure so destructive  

o f the constitution, and so iniquitous toward individuals, then yielded  

to fear; and the pryta'nes, vrith only one very i-tmarkable exception, 

obeyed the tyrannical coinmandt .The son o f  Sophroniscus, Socrates,' 

who was. o f  their number, persisted in declaring, th at nothing, should 

move him to  act otherwise than jiccording to law. B ut his collegues 

consenting to propose the question, the ballot was taken according to  

the resolution o f the council.

This point being thus decided, Euryptolem iis ventured again to 

ascend tljeb e n ia ; no,loHger to oppose the resolution o f  the council, 

but to speak in favor o f the accused, as the law  authorized, what the 

people m ight y e t hear to hear. Fearful, however, o f  e x c itin g  outcry, 

he began w ith cautiously declaring, ‘ T h a t his intention vvas partly 

‘ to. accuse, as well as partly to defend, Pericles his near relation, and 

‘ piom edon his intimate friend; an d -at the same tim e to  advise fhe 

‘ assembly what, in his opinion, the public good required.’ Observing  

then no disinclination to hear him, he proceeded : ‘ I  accuse them o f a 

* misdemeanor in their com m and, inasmuch as they' dissuaded what;

‘ o u g h t to have been done, and what their-collegues otherwise would 

‘ have done, sending information in their dispatches- to the council 

‘ and !o you, that the d u ty  o f  relieving the .wrecked had been coin- 

‘ mitted to Theranienes and Thxasybulus, and had not been performed.

■ . ' - ‘ TliiS
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‘ This was their crime only, j'Ct their Ciolfegues are involved in the 
‘ accusation: a 5rime against the public it mflst be confessed, tho not

o f  a very hainous nature; it was an act o f benevolence toward those 
‘ ve iy  officers, who are now requiting the charity by a capital prosecu- 
‘ tion, conducted in a new and unheard o f form o f  severity, against 
‘ their benefactors.’

H aving stated Ins accusation and his defence, he proceeded to his 
advice, which marks strongiy the state’o f the Athenian government at 
the time. Frequent .experience of being misled by designing men, into 
measures which they found occasion severely to repent, made the 
antient democracies generally jealous o f advice given by their orators, 
unless it flattered some passion, which in the moment sw îyed the popular 
mind. ‘ In what I have to recommend,’ said tl^erefore Euryptolemus, 
‘ neither I nor any man can lead you into any dangerous error. For 
‘ it  must always be in your power to inforce against offenders, equally 
‘ whether many be involved in one common judgement, or each be. 
‘ allowed a separate trial, any punishment at your pleasure. I there- 
* fore .most earnestly wish and recommend,- that you would allow each 
‘ o f  the accused generals at least one day for his separate defence : and

I  most_ anxiously deprecate your giving confidence to those who 
‘ would persuade you, that it can be dangerous to take time, for such 
‘ deliberation as may produce a reasonable conviction in your own 
‘ minds, and that it is safer to trust others than yourselves.

‘ The decree o f Ganonus, that powerful sanction of the democratical 
‘ authority, is well known to you a ll" . ’ It declares, ‘ That i f  any 
‘ shall injure .the*Athenian people, he shall answer before the. people 
‘ in bonds; if  he is found guilty, he shall be punished with death ; his 
‘ body shall be thrown into the Barathrum ; and all his property, shall 
‘ be forfeited ; a tenth to the goddess, the rest to  the commonwealth.’
’ I desire no other, Athenians, than.thatthegeneralsbe tried according 
‘ to the provisions o f that severe law > and, if  you think proper, let 
‘ Pericles, my near kinsman, be the first to abide your sentence.

S2'J

“  To I f  there is any- it has escaped me. I think’it is not noticed
where any farther account of this remarkable by either Petit or Potter, 
law, than what we have here from Xenophon, ’ •, ■ '
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‘ Th.e.CTime.s heli most atrecious, among men, are sacrilege, and 
‘ High-treason. The. generals before you are accused of none such-.

But if the decree of Canonus is, in your opinionj too mild fo'r them,
‘ let the law against sacrilege and treason be your guide. Even so, 
‘ 'each will have his separate trial; a day for each will be divided into 
‘ three parts: in, the first you will inquire and determine whether there 
‘ is cause for putting the accused upon trial; the second will be allotted 
‘ to the accusation; the third to the defence. "Let it be recollected 
‘ how lately Aristarchus, the most obnoxious of those who overthrew 
‘ the democracy, and who afterward, in his, flight from Athens, per- 
‘ formed the signal treachery of betraying CEfioe to the Thebans, even
* Aristarchus was allowed his day, and even to chuse his day, for his 
‘ defence. Will you then, Athenians, who were so, scrupulously just 
 ̂to one whose treason was so notorious, and whose conduct so grossly

* injurious, wull you deny the cpmmon benefit of the laws, to those who 
‘ have so signally served their country? *WilI you break down the bar- 
‘ riers of that constitution by Avhich, hitherto, individuails have been 
‘ safe, and by which the commonwealth has become great, to deliver 
‘ to the executioner yoiir meritorious generals, covered with the recent 
‘ glory of the diost important victory that has been gained-inr a war of 
‘ twenty-six years ? If you would consult the justice, the honor, or
* the safety of the commonwealth, you will ra.tber reward them with 
‘ crowns, their due as conquerors, than, yielding to the malicious 
‘ arguments'of ttdcked men, condemn them tp an ignominious death. 
‘ To what therefore I have at present to propose, I trust you cannot

‘‘ but assent: it is, ‘ That each of the genmab be separately‘ tried, 
‘ according to the provisions of the decree of CanOnus.’

According to the forms of the Athenian assembly, the question was 
at the same time put upon the motion of Eiiryptplemus and that of 
Gallixemis." The-majority was declared for the motion of Eufyptplemus ;• 
but, at the requisition of Metiecles, the-holding up of hands being 
repeatedit was declared for that of Callixenus. The resolution of 
the council being thus confirmed, in conformity to that resolution 
the people proceeded*to ballot. The fatal vase pronounced sentence

of
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o f  death against the eight generals, and the six present were exe
cuted

5 2 5

Plutarch relates o f Alcibiades, that ivhen, on his recall from Sicily, 
he avoided returning to Athens,- being asked, ‘ I f  he could not trust 
his country ?. ’ he replied, ‘ Y es; for everything else: but'in a trial 

• ‘ for life, hot my m other; lest b y mistake she should put a black ball 
‘ for a white one.’ Whatever authority there may have been for'-this 
anecdote, it contains a very just reproof o f the Athenian mode of'giving 
judgem ent on life and death, by a secret ballot; * which, without 
preventing corruption, admits mistake, excludes responsibility, and 
covers shame. - . .

B ut while, under the security o f our own admirable constitiition, we 
wonder at the defective polity o f a people whom we fipd so many 
causes to admire, it is not a little advantageous, for the writer o f 
Grecian history, that ‘circumstances' have, been occurring, in a nation 
calling itself the most polished of the most polished age o f the world, 
which not'only rendei; all the atrocious, and before scarcely credible» 
violences o f faction among* the Greeks, probable, but almost make 
them appear moderate. A t «the same time it may not be digressing 
improperly to remark," that, as what has been passing in'France may 
tend to illustrate Grecian history, and to exculpate the Grecian cha-̂  
racter from any innate atrocity, beyond what is common among other 
nations, there occurs also, in Grecian history, what may inable to 
form 3: juster estimate o f the French character, than a view o f the late 
enormities, compared only witli what has at any time passed in dur own 
country, might lead us to conceive: and, i f  the inability o f  wise and 
worthy men, such as undoubtedly must have existed , in France, tm 
hold their just-influence among the people, and prevent those, dis
graceful proceedings, appears itself a disgrace both to themselves and 
to  the nation, Grecian history, and. the extant writings o f  the ablest . 
Grecian politicians, will perhaps furnish.their fairest apology.

For, so many men o f the brightest talents and highest accjiurements,, 
as in Greece turned their thoughts, with the closest attention, to a;

** Lysias mentions this transaction in his oration against Eratosthenes, (p. 123. ve]40().),. 
and his account, as far as i f  goes, confirms that of Xenophon. ■ ' ♦

♦ ■ - ' subject
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subject so universally ami deeply interesting, n ot one seems to Jtave 

been able even to im agine a Toral o f  governm ent which might, in a 

great nationj reconcile the jarring'pretensions arising from th at variety 

o f rank am ong men, w ithout w hich even sm.all societies cannot subsist. 

Our ow n writers, through meer fam iliarity w ith the object, asforeihers 

from unacquaintance w ith it, have very m uch overlooked what, in  

importance, is perhaps n o t'in ferio r to  an y one circumstaneb in tbc 

singular constitution o f  our governm ent. I t  was n ot till after the troubles 

in France began, that a refugee, who had been in .situations.inabliug 

him  to see and com pelling him  to observe, discovered, what, but for 

those troubles, would perhaps never have occurred to bis notice ; tlnit 

‘ nowhere else, in the world, such harmony subsists, between the several 

‘ ranks o f citizens, as in E n glan d .’

Tills harm ony is indeed the foundation, the firm foundiition, on wliich 

the proiid superstructure o f  the British constitution rests. Ranks vary,

■ as much, or perhaps more than elsewhbre. B u t ‘ no one rank has that 

g iga n tic  preeminence, which can inable it  to trample upon its next 

inferior. In  the scale o f  subordination, the .distan ce from top to 

bottom  is g r e a t ; but the gradation is scarcely perceptible, and the* con

nection intim ate. E ach  rank, moreover, isinterested in the support o f  its 

n e x t Superior : none are exclu d ed  from the hope o f  risirrg; and, o f all 

the various ranks, th& higfrest i$ most interested in the support o f  alb. 

W e  cannot consider without worider, that an order o f  things, apparently 

' the most natural, as well as the m ost beneficial, never subsisted in  any 

country b u t our own.

I t  has n ot always perhaps'been duly recollected, b y  speculative 

politicians, that, .am on g the antient republics, no such order of 

citizens e x iste d  as that wiiich, jn 'Paris, after the first revolution, 

assumed, or, for nefarious purposes, was com plim ented with, -despotic 

pow er; and, while the representatives o f  the nation were deliberating  

on the rights o f  man, trampled under foo t all rights. T h e functions 

o f  that order o f  citizens were, in 'A th en s, performed by slaves; and, 

.without keeping this circum stance constantly in m ind, we cannot but 

he liable to the grossest error, in applying the rules o f  antient policy  

to  modern times. Those .'w riters,'w ho'w ould infer that formerly the 

lower people in England were not free, because the lowest, rank were

actually
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a c tu a lly  slaves, attenvpt a fallacy upon their readers. In treating of 

A th en s, Lacedgemon, or. Rome, they would have distinguished, as 

th e y  ought, slaves from citizens. It is unquestionable that, from the 

A n g lo sa xo n  <;onquest downward, the constitution o f this country 

has been alw&ys free: and tho, in unsettled times, and especially 

under the first N orm an kings, law mig-ht be overborne by the violence 

o f  accidental power, y e t  both the law, and the established mode 

o f  adm inistering the law, never were otherwise than highly, and even 

singularly, favorable to the.freedom and property o f even the lowest 

citizens

Montesquievi has undertaken to foretel the fall o f the English Con

stitu tio n ; and a credit has been^-iveu him,' proportioned rather tothe- 

m erit o f  the prophet than o f the prophecy. Montesquieu, evidently,- 

had not duly adverted to that peculiar• amalgamatipn o f  ranks in ■ 

E n g la n d , through w hich all coalesce; or, if  it may he's© expressed, to 

th a t concatenation, b y  which the lowest en«l o f  a long chain is as firmly 

con n ected with the highest, as the intermediate links with oneanother. 

T h ro u g h  this advantageous constitution, England has always avoided, 

and it may well be hoped will continue to. avoid, that violence 

o f  internal ferm entation, which continually disordered, and at length  

destroyed the governm ents o f  Athens and Rome; and hence she has 

been inabled towesist the contagion o f French polities, so alluring in 

d istan t prospect, 'so hideous in near .approach, which perhaps no other

5 ’i T

I t  seems to deserve more notice, than 
I ' th ink .it has yet met with, that the mO- 
narchs to whom our constitution is most 
•Indebted,, Alfred, Uenry II . and Edward I. 
were ponqnerors. It is certainly a most 
unworthy slander vqron those unconnnon 
great men, as well as upon the parliaments, 
from E.d\vard the first,*tiU the time when 
Fortescue wrote under Henry the sixth, to 
assert, as often has been done, that England 
had no valuable constitution, and no true 
freedom, ' ill the opposition to the Stuarts, 
er the expulsion of the Stuarts, procured 
thiim; The debates on occasion of the

King’s ilness, in 1788,' brought forward re
cords of Parliament, not only prdving 
that the' constitution was as well under
stood, in the reigns of Henry the fourth and 
Henry the si.xth, as at any time since, to 
this day, but aft'ording precedents for most 
difiicult and delicate circumst.inces,- such 
as the wisest, ot any age, lUighi. njuioe 
to find established by the wisdom, of their 
forefathers., 'Ihese reconls, and most of 
the important historical matter they re
late to, had eseaped. the notice ot ail our 
historians, '

European.
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European governm ent, whose mildness would allow it  equal admission, 

could, w ith o u t forein assistance, have withstood..

N o r  is it, I  apprehend, as some politieal writers have .asserted,, o f  

no importance to trace tl>e freedom o f the constitution o f this c'^untry 

beyond the c iv il war in the reign o f Charles the first; For the purpose 

indeed o f  establishing the rig h t o f  the British people to freedom, it is 

-Utterly unnecessary. But, toward a clear comprehension o f  the con

stitution its e lf; toward a certain know lege o f  the broad and deep foun- - 

dation on w hich it rests; toward a ready and ju s t  perception o f the 

manner in w hich it m ay be affected, through th e various changes-fo  

w hich all hum an things are liable, aud through some which we have 

already seen ; extension o f  dominion,- influx o f  riches, increase o f  

population, increase o f  revenue, immoderate debt, .and the jjossible  

reduction o f  that d eb t; iow ard a ju st ju d gem en t how far any o f  

these changes are beneficial, and how far injurious, and when alteration 

or remedy m ay be w anting, and Avhat, in any given  circumstapces, 

will be the probable effect o f  a n y  alteration or remedy proposed; toward 

all these an acquaintance w ith the history o f  our constitution, from 

earliest times, is o f  great importance.

I f  then it  is to ourselves important to know the history of our con- 
. stitution front earliest times, it will also be not a little important to 

other nations, if any such there are; who would form a constitution 
on the model of ours, or trho would improve the constitution they 

.possess, after our example. N or will it be less important to those 
who, Avithout any good foundation to build on, and Avithout any 
valuable experience within their own country, Avould raise, with tlie 
airy materials of theory, a constitution -more perfect ■ than the most 
perfect that has yet existed upon earth. F.or Avant.of attention to the 
breadth and antique firmness o f the basis on which our envied and truly 
enviable government rests, the singular manner in.which the materials, 
of the superstructure are adapted to each other, and how they are held 
together by their natural fitness to coalesce, the complexion of Europe * 
seems to  threaten many new and memorable lessons in politics; lessons 
for every order th a t'ca n  exist in a statq separately, and lesson's for 
nations’united. Happy then those, Avho, gathering Avisdorn from the

sii fieri ngs
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suffermgs and dangers o f  others, cap avoid the miseries which many 

w ill probably feel. •

Such were the'sentim ents occurring-on v^hat appeared the readiest 

probable consequences o f  the state o f  things, in Europe, when this 

part o f  the history was first offered to th e public. The extraordinary 

revolution, w hich has insued, was, rather for the wonderful rapidity 

o f  its progress, than for its character, then^ less within 'reasonable 

expectation . A n d, in  digressing thus far, I trust I  have not over

stepped the limits within which the writer o f  Grecian history may 

claim , not an exclusive, but a cominori right. A  Grecian history, and 

indeed any history perfectly written (these volumes pretend to no such 

m erit) but especially a Grecian history perfectly written, should be a 

p o litical institute for all nations

** As M. de Calonne’s letter, referred to et qui-tous sont tkres (ce sent les'seuls qtii 
in the text, tho printed, was, I believe, never le soieitt en Angleterre) pattagent dans une 
published, it may^uot be superfluous to give nneme association, sails prejudice n^amnoins 
here, in its original language,, the passage a leurs qualifications distinctives, I’honneur 

''Avhere the observation noticed occurs. de la Pairie; e te ’est, sans contredit, Jepre-
J ’ignorois, lorsque j 'a i  commence cette hiier corps de I’Etat. Leur prerogative n’est

5 2 9

lettre, h qiiel point la division 6clatoit deja 
entre la Noblesse et le tiers Etat, dans les 
differentes provinces de votre royaume: de- 
puis qiae je  I’ai appris, j ’en freinis. Vu la 
situation oil les choses ont ete amenees, il 
n’y a pas lieu d’espfirer que la conCorde pu- 
isse se retablir d’elle-meme, et sans qu’on 
ait extirpe les germes de dissention qu’on 
n’a que trop fomentes. II faut done y pour- 
.voir par quelque moyen qpuveau, puissant, 
e t  efficace. Celui que je  propose est feprouve. 
C ’est: par lui qu’il existe en Angleterre, eii- 
tre les Grands et le People, plus d’accord 
qu’il n’y en a, je  petise, dans aucune autre 
nation; nulle part ailleurs I’fisprit public 
n’est aussi marqufi; nulle part I'int^ret; n’a 
plus d’empire pour rt'.unir tous les Etats.

Or il est constant que rien n’y contribue 
davantage que I’institiition d’une Chambre 
Haute et d’une Chambre Basse dans le Par- 
lem'ent; ainsi que leur compositioa respec
tive, les distinctions qui les sfiparent, et les 
rapports qui les unissent. Plus on iitudie 
ce t ensemble, plus on trouve h I’admirer: 
Les Lords qui formenl la Cha'mSre Haute,

V o L . II. . '  ■

jamais contestfee ni envifie par les Com
munes, qui ont parmi leurs Membres les fils, 
les frbres,* les parens, de ces menses Lords, 
et des plus grandes maisons du royaume. 
C’est ce melange, cette transfusiofi, si je-le 
puis dire, de la plus haute Noblesse dans le 
corps representatif du peuple, qui entretient 
I’harmonie entre I’un et I’autre, et qui res- 
serre le n®od de leur pnion; c’est ce qui 
fait que les deux Chaiftbres fraternisenl sans 
se confondre, qu’elles se contrebalancent 
sans se rivaliser, que I’une empeche'l’autre 
d’empieter, et que toutes deux conedurent 
6galement au maintien de la prerogative 
royale et k la conserva1,ioii des droits na- 
tionaux. Lettce addressee au Roi, par M. 
de Calonne, le 9 Fevrier, J789> p-67, 68.

The very great advantage, to a free con
stitution, of having a hereditary first magi
strate, the depositary of the supreme execu
tive power, so distinguished by superior' 
rank as to exclude all idea of edmpeti- ■ 
tiot»,-has been very well explained by De 
Lolme; but the benefit of that singular 
amalgamatbn -of various rank among the

3 Y  ■ people,
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S E C T I O N  I V .

Sedition at Chios. Lysander reappointed cammander-in-'chief o f  the 
Peloponnesian fle e t; in fa v o r with, Cyrus. Unsteddiness o f the 
Athenian government. Measures o f  the f le e ts : Battle o f  Aigos- 
potami. -

B. C. 4 0 7 . W h i l e .A thens, b y  a violent exertion o f  poy^er in the.soverein assembly, 

P. W. 25. overthrow ing the barriers o f  the constitution, and tram pling on law and 

justice, Avns preparing her own downfall, there occurred, on the Pelopon

nesian side, w hat w ill deserve notice,, as if affords additional proof hoW' 

little all G reece was prepared to receivg a constitution, that could esta

blish peace throughout her confines, and g ive  security to all, or'to any.

people,- wliieli prevails in England, has, I  
think, nowhere been duly noticed. In no 
court of Europe, I  belieVe, is rank so ex
actly regulated, among the highest orders, as - 
in England j  and yet thei'e is no«rank per
fectly insulated; all are in some way impli- , 
cated with those about them, .To begin 
even with the heir apparent; as a subject, 
he communicates in rank with, all other 
subjects. "The king’s younger sons rank 
next to the elder, but their rank is liable to ' 
leductiori: their elder brother’s younger 
sons, if he succeeds to the crown,' will 
rank before them. The Archbishops and 
the Chancellor,-and the great officers of 
it^te, rank’ above Dukes not of royal 
bipod; but their rank, is that of office only ; 
the Dukes, in family rank, are commonly 
much above theArchbishopsandChancellor. 
Thus far our rule, I believe, differs little 
from that of other European courts.. What 
follows is peculiar to ourselves, 'fhe peers, 
all equal in legal, differ in ceremonial rank.

I The sons of peer^ of the higher orders, rank 
above the peers themselves of the ]ower,of“ 
ders; but, superior thus in ceremonial r'ank, 
they are in legal rank inferior. For the sons 

1 ■

of all peers, even of* the royal blood, being, 
eommohers, while in ceremonial rank they 
may be above many of the peers, in legal, 
rank they are pnly peers with the commoners. 
This implication of the peerage with the 
body ®f the people is the advantageous cir
cumstance, which has particularly struck Mr* 
de talonne.’ But there is another thing 
-which perhaps not less strongly marks the 
wise moderation of our ancestors, to whom: 
we otve the present order of things. No dis
tinction, between subjects, can be really 
more essential tiian the being or not being, 
members of the legislative body-; 'yet the 
Tank of a member of parliament is knpwui 
neither to the law, -nor to the ceremonial o f 
the country. Among untitled commoners 
there is no distinction of rank, that can 
be very exactly defined ; and yet a disttne- 
tiop always subsists, in public opinion; de
cided partly, and perhaps sometimes too. 
much, by -wealth, partly by consideration- 
given to birth, Connections or character? 
which, upon the whole, perhaps more than 
under any other,government, preserves the 
subordination necessary to the well-being 
of large societies*

o f
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o f  her people. A fter the defeat o f  the Peloponnesian fleet, in the battle 

o f  Argiiuisce, the Peloponii,esian cause seems to have been neglected by 

C yru s. T he squadron, which had escaped from Mityfene, remained at 

C h io s ; where its comthander Eteonicus joined it from M ethym ne, but 

AVithout m oney to p ay it. Accustom ed as the' Greeks were to subsist 

on m ilitary service b y  their own, means, this gave at first no great 

uneasiness. In so-rich an Hand, the industrious'found opportunity to 

earn som ething, b y  w orkin g for hire; and wilcf fruits,' or those cheaply 

b ou gh t, were resources for the less handy or more idle; so that, in the 

j o y  o f  recent escape, and with th e  hope o f speedy relief, ..the wants 

th a t  occurred, during suiiimer, M'ere patiently bornd. B u t v'hen, in 

a d van cin g .autumn, -clothes became ragged, shoos worn out, watits o f  

all kinds increased, Avhile means o f  earning lessened, and, as the stormy 

season 'approached, the hope o f  relief grew  fainter, reflection began 

th en  to excite the m ost serioUs apprehensions. In this state o f  things  

th e  comparison o f their omui circumsjtances, w;ith those o f-th e  wealthy 

Chians, was obvious to remark'; and th e transition was ready to the 

observation, that, h avin g arms in their hands, it depended only upon 

them selves to change situations. A  conspiracy Avas in consequence 

form ed, for m akin g themselves masters o f  the Hand; and it At as agreed 

th a t, for distinction, every associate should carry a reed.

Intelligence o f this plot did not reach Eteonicus, till the number of 
associates Avas so great, that- to oppose it by open force Avould have 
been highly hazardous. I f  Ave may judge from the expression of 
Xenophon, upon the occasion, compared Avith so^ipany of Thucydides, 
Plato, and other Avriters, Avhich shoAv hoAV Avidely it AVas held, among 
the Greeks, that might made right, and that the useful was the measure 
o f  the honest, Eteonicus would not much have regarded the robbery of 
his allies, even with the massacre that.must probably have attended, if  
disadvantageous consequences'had not been, to be apprehended to his 
commonwealth, and blame on. that account to himself., The fear of a 
general alienation from the Lacedaemonian cause, according to Xeno
phon, determined his opposition to the conspiracy f  and rather an 
arbitrary power, conceded on the' necessity o f the case to military, 
commanders, than any defined and censtitutional authority, inabled 
him to oppose it Avith effect. Selecting fifteen confidential persons,

3 Y 2 and

Xen. Hel. 
J .2 . c .r . 
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. and arm ing therh nnth daggers, he v/ent through the streets o f  Chios. 

The' first person observed, liea rin g  a reed, was a man w ith disordered 

eyes, com in g out o f a surgeon’s shop, and he was instantly put to  

death. A  crow d presently assembled about the b o d y ; and, inquiry 

b ein g anxiously made, answer was, in pursuance o f  direction from  

E teonicus, freely given, ‘ that the man was killed for carrying a reed.’ 

Inform ation o f  these circum stances was com m unicated quickly through 

the city. T h e  conspirators, themselves unprepared,, were ignorant 

w hat preparation m igh t have been made against th e m ; and every one, 

as the report reached him, hastened to p u t aw ay his reed. Eteonicus, 

who watched the event, w ithout g iv in g  tim e for recovery from sur

prize, ordered all aboard. T h e  mark o f  d istin ctio n  was gon e; notie 

o f th e conspirators any longer kn ew  whom to tru st; all became anxious, 

to avoid crim ination; ready obedience would be the first proof o fin n o -  

c e n c e : and presently not a man, o f  e ith e f land or sea forces, remained 

ashore. .  *

Eteonicus then assembled the Chian magistrates, informed, them 

■ what a danger they had escaped, and represented the necessity o f  

providing for the present w ants o f  the armament. A  supply was 

instantly give n  hiip, w ith which he repaired to the fleet', and distributed  

a month’s pay for each man. In  doing this he passed through every 

ship, a n 4  spoke to all the soldiers and seamCn o f  their several duties, 

and particularly o f  the probable business o f  the insuing campain, as if  

he had known nothing o f  the conspiracy. A ll were happy to receive 

this tacit assurance tlrat they were free from dan ger; all became anxious 

to show them selves zealous in  the public c a u se : and thus, with only  

the death o f  one man, riot the m ost g u ilty  perhaps, but certainly con- 

nected’witb, the gu ilty, a m u tin y •n̂ as com pletely smothered, which, 

under a hesitating comihander, m igh t not have been quelled without 

shedding m any times more blood, and not b ein g quelled, would have*  

spied havoc oyer the richest and most populous Hand o f  the Aigean.

I t  was ab o u t the time when this dangerous business was so fortunately 

settled, th at a congress o f  the Peloponnesian confederacy was held at 

Ephesus. T h e  Chians, and probably all-the Asian G reeks o f  the con

federacy, sent their deputies particularly com m issioned for the purpose. 

F or'the European states', the principal officers o f  their respective forces

-mostly
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m ostly acted as representatives. WJiat had been passing in Athens was 

un kn ow n , or iinperfectly k n o w n ; and the same wisdom and spirit in 

coun cil at home, the same ability and energy in operation abroad, 

w h ich  had so wonderfully-restored the Athenian commonwealth from 

a g o n y to  v igo r and victory, were, expected still to continue. I t  was 

therefore a question o f  m ost serious concern, not only how the war 

should be conducted, but who should direct operations. M uch would 

depend on tlie good-w ill and ready assistance o f the Persian prince, 

and w ith  him it was therefore, deemed proper to communicate. The  

result o f  the deliberations y a s  a resolution to send ministers to Lace- 

deemon, in the jo in t names o f the prince, +he arm *ment, and the allies, 

w ith  information o f  the state o f  things^ and a request that Lysander 

m ig h t be reappointed to  the command-in-chief.

N p  Spartan, Brasidas alone exceptedV had ever so conciliated the 

allied cities as Lysander; no Spartan knciw equally how to render 

h im self .agreeable to a Persian prince : his’ military as M̂ ell as his poli

t ic a l conduct had been able, and his success against the Athenian fleet 

a t  N o tiu m h a d  gained him fame. A t  another season, nevertheless, the 

Lacedaemonian governm ent m ight perhaps not-have been persuaded to 

contravene a rule, esteemed important, never.to commit the command- 

in -c h ie f o f  the fleet tw ice to the same person. But the consideration o f  

th e  great defeat th e y  had received, and o f their utter inability to 

support their A siatic allies, or to dispute-the command o f the seas with 

th e Athenians, w ithout the aid o f  Persian money, disposed them to  

relax a little.- N om inally-how ever they still adhered to their principle, 

while, b y  a subterfuge, they gratified th e Persian prince and their 

G recia n  confederates: Aracus was appointed- navarc, admiral o f the 

fleet, for the yea r:' b u t  Lysander'was sent *to command in Asia,- with 

th e title  o f  e p is to le u s v ic e -a d m ir a l.

Lysander, arriving at Ephesus when winter was not yet far advanced, B. C. 407. 

m ade it his first concern to provide that, in spring, he m ight have a fleet W- 25.

** The word seems to have meant origi- command in the Lacedasmojiian service, 
rally  an officer by a superior offic.er to 'See Xen. Hel. 1.1. c.l., s.l5. It is pretty 
command for him ; but.it appears to have exactly rendered by the Koman title Le- 
become the usual title for the second in gatus.

able
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•able to m eet that o f  A thens. T h e  gquadron under Eteonicus at Chios, 

and all other detached ships, were sent for to Ephesus, examined, and 

the necessary repairs directed. Measures were a t the same'time taken 

to hasten the completion o f the triremes b u ild in g at Antandrus; and 

when this business was d u ly  pu t forward, Eysander hastened to pay his 

complim ents personally to the Persian prince at Sardis. . H e had the 

satisfaction to find that absence had not dim inished his interest there: 

he was received with distinguished attention, and treated as a confi

dential frieiid. Cyru s showed him a particular Account o f  the suras 

Issued for the pay o f  the fle et; remarked that th ey m uch exceeded 

what the k in g  had gfven him  for the purpose; but added, ‘ that as the 

‘ country, w hich the kin g had put under his com m and, afforded a great 

‘ revenue,, and his good inclination to Lysander and the LacedEemo- 

‘ niaiis remained perfect, m oney should not be w anting for the prose- 

‘ cution o f  the war.’ Lysander, returning to  Ephesus with an ample 

supply, paid the armament all the arrears due, according to the rate 

before established ; and, with goodw ill thus conciliated toward himself^ 

B; C . 405. and zeal fOr the service apparent am ong all ranks, 'he was proceeding to  

make arrangements for opening the campain, when a message arrived 

from Cyrus, desiring his presence again at Sardis.

Condescendingly as the 'Persian prince co n d u cted  him self toward 

the Greeks, his haughtiness am ong his own people was extravagant. 

Assum ing the tone o f  soverein, he required those marks o f  servile respect, 

w hich custom  had appropriated to the m onarch o f  the emjpire. The  

court-dress o f  Persia had .sleeves.so long" that, when, unfolded, they 

covered the h a n d ; and the ceremonial required, o f  those who approached 

the royal presence, to,inw:rap the hands, so as to render them helpless'^ 

T w o youths, nearly related to the royal fam ily, r^efusing this mark of 

extrem e subordination to  Cyrus, were, in pursuance o f  an arbitrary 

command from that prince, p u t to death. C om plain t was made at

P, W. 2 6 .

Xen. Ilel. 
1. 2. c. 1. 
s. 6.

In the East fashions change little, and ‘ the Mamaltikes. It covers very completely 
the strange? one’here mentioned, i f  seems, is' ‘ the whole body, even the lingers’ ends, 
retained to this day. ‘ The beneesh,’ says ‘ which it is held very indecent to show be- 
one of the most intelligent and exact of mo- ‘ fore the great,’ Volney’s Travels in Egypt, 
dern travellers, ‘ is the ceremonial diess of

Susa,
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Susa, b y  tbeir uiihappy parents, and indignation was loud and general 

again st the cruel and dangerous*pride o f  Cyrus. Darius, an indi,\lgent 

.father, desirous o f  repressing the evil, but tfencler about the means, 

sen t a.message, m entioning only, that he was laboring under a severe 

ilness, and therefore wished to see h is . son. Cyrus did not refuse 

obedience to the paternal sum m ons; but, before he would leave Sardis, 

he sent for Lysander. T h e Spartan general, hastening to the call, was 

received with distinction, «ven  more flattering than before. Cyrus 

expressed the warmest interest in the Lacedaemonian cause; anxiously’ 

dissuaded risking a general action at sea, .without a decided supe

rio rity  ; remarked that, with the wealth o f  Persia, such a superiority 

m ig h t certainly be acquired; showed an account o f the revenue,

• arising from the countries under his own command;, and, directing a 

v e r y  large sum to be pu t into the hands o f the Spartan general, for the 

expences o f the ŵ ar, parted with this kin d exhortation, ‘ be mindful 

‘  o f  m y friendship for Lacedremon apd for yourself^.’

Lysaiider, returning to Ephesps thus abundah'tly supplied, gave a 

n ew  flow to the already high spirits o f his forces by another issue o f pay. 

In  th e mean time, such had been the eifecirof his well-directed atten

tion , seconded b y an unfailing treasury, that the fleet wsis already 

equal in strength to  the Athenian. l i e  proposed therefore,to proceed 

upon offensive operation ; but not to risk the uncertain event o f  a 

general ingagem ent, w hich no necessity o f  his circumstances required. 

H is view  was directed less im m ediately against the fleet, than against 

th e su bject dependencies o f  Athens, the sources o f .the* revenue by  

w h ich  the fleet was supported. A cco rd in gly  he led his armament first 

to  th e Carian coast, where he took the towm o f  Cedreia b y  assault.. 

H is troops shared the plunder; am ong which e re  reckoned the 

inhabitants, a m ixed race, GrSek and barbarian, who were sold, 

for slaves.

In  every one o f  the towns on the Hellespont and Propontis, which  

the successes o f  A lcibiad es and Thrasybulus hajJ restored to the domi

nion o f  Athens, a Lacedtem onian party remained. I n -g i v in g ‘efficacy 

to the efforts, w h ich  such a party m igh t be able to make, tw o ‘ very 

im portant objects m ig h t be at once accomplished, the checking o f the 

revenue w hich supported the Athenian fleet, and the,recovery o f the

* . . , tra d e
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trade w ith the Euxine, w h ich  furnished the best supplies, of. corn. 

T h e  Jlellesp o n t was therefore the point, to w h ich  Lysander proposed 

to .direct his principal atten tion ; h avin g apparently no immediate 

view  beyon d the objects abovementioned.- Desirous to avoid the 

A thenian fleet in the passage, he made his w.ay close along the friendly 

shore o f  Asia, and, w ithout interruption,’ reached Abydus. O f  all 

the tow ns on the shores o f  the H ellespont and Propontis, which the 

defeat in S icily  had give,n to  the Lacedaemonian confederacy, Abydus 

alone had- not been retaken. T h e harbour o f  A bydus therefore'

' was made the station o f  the fleet. T h e  c ity  was populous; its force 

o f  infantry was added to  the infantry o f ", the armament, and all 

put under 'the command o f  Thorax, a Lacedaemonian; T h e neigh

boring c ity  o f  Lampsacus, b ein g then .attacked b y  land and sea, was 

taken b y  assault. T he plunder, which was considerable (for Lampsacus 

was rich, and large store o f  provisions had, been collected there) was- 

given  to the troops and seamen, but the free inhabitants w ere'hot 

molested in their persons. . .

T h e governm ent o f  Athens, after that violent stru ggle  o f  faction which 

produced the condemnation o f-th e  generals, appears not to have reco

vered its former consistency. I t  was not lon g after-(so Xenophon says, 

vvithout m entioning how lo n g ) that th e  Athenian people, repenting, 

directed their anger again st those .who had misled them  to the atrocious 

deed; and Callixenus, aiid four others, were com pelled to find sureties 

for their appearance before the same tremendous tribunal. Which had 

consigned tlie victorious generals to the executioner. A t  the same time 

opportunity was taken to procure the recall o f  the banished, and the* 

• restoration o f  the dishonored; w h ile’ the p e o p le ,. brought to their 

senses,- (such is the expression even o f the diemocratical Lysias, 

confirm ing the account o f  X enophon,) more g la d ly  directed their 

' vengeance against thofe who had promoted prosecutions, for interest or 

m alice, under the dem ocracy, than against those w ho had ruled in the 

oligarchy. Xenophon proceeds, ‘ with evident satisfaction, to relate, 

that Callixenus, who found opportunity to fly, and-afterward found 

means to m ake his peace and return, lived nevertheless universally 

hated and avoided, and, am ong those public distresses which- will 

hereafter occur to notice, was starved to death.

- I t
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I t  was however vain ly attempted, b y  an oath o f concord,' taken by  

th e  whole people, to  put an end to the ferment of party. Administra

tio n  was weak,- and dem ocratical jealousy interfered in every measure. 

T h e  con un an d-in -chief o f  the fleet was already divided between three 

officers, Qonon, Adeim antus, and PhiloCles. Three more were now  

added, with equal powers,. Menander, Tydeus, and Cephisodotus. For 

subsistence, th e armament depended upon itself. I t  was indeed able 

to  co llect the tribute, assessed upon the subject-states o f  Asia and 

Thrace, and it  could sometimes raise contributions from the enemy’s 

co u n try  : but this'^business unavoidably in gaged.the attention o f the 

generals, to the hindrance o f  that enterprize, which was necessary 

tow ard final success in the war; while the Peloponnesian commanders, 

h a v in g  all their pecuniary wants supplied by the wealth o f  Persia, 

co u ld  chuse their measures. . ,

T h e  fleet, w hich the Peloponnesians were thus inabled .to raise and 

m aintain in energy, far greater than had ever formerly been seen in 

wars between the Greeks, made it necessary for the Athenians to 

assemble their whole naval force in one point; and that decisive 

action , w hich it w'as the obvious p o licy  o f the Peloponnesians to  

avoid, was possibly to  the Athenians necessary.' In ability for com

m and, perhaps, C on on  did not yield to Lysandcr; and his fleet, at 

least equal in number, for it consisted o f a hundred and eighty  

triremes, and probably superior in the proportion o f practised seamen 

am ong the crews, was inferior only b y  the, division o f the supreme 

authority. Confident therefore in strength, and elate with recent 

v ic to r y ,'th e  Athenians passed from Samos to the Asiatic coast, and 

plundered the country acknow leging the sovereinty o f  Persia. They  

m o ved  then for Ephesus, to offer battle to the enem y; but, in their- 

w a y , th ey received intelligence that Lysander had already passed 

northward. In  alarm for-the dependencies o f the com m onw ealth’on 

th e  Hellespont, they hastened after him. Arriving at ElCus, they were 

inform ed th a t Lam psacus was already taken, and the enem y’s fleet 

there. .Stopping therefore 'on ly while they took refreshment, they  

proceeded to Sestos, where th ey procured provisions for the night, 

and arrived th e same evening at Aigospotam i, directly overagainst 

V o t .  I I .  ,3 Z  ■ Lampsacus.
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L am p sacu s.. T h e  historian, d escribin g their progress, particularizes, 

w hat deserves notice as it  m arks the manner o f  antient naval: opera-
-tS ■ ' ' ' *

lions, th at th ey dined at E leu s a n d , supped a t .Aigospotami, where 

they formed their naval camp.

, T h e  strait between Lam psacus and" A igospptam i bein g scarcely two  

miles w ide>.the arrival.of, the A thenian fleet was instantly known to  

Lysander, and his plan alm ost as instantly formed. O n  the same 

n igh t his orders were issued. B y  daybreak n e x t  m orning his crews 

bad taken their meal, and v e n t  im m ediately aboard. A ll was com -' 

pletely prepared for action, b u t no m ovem ent made. B y  sunrise the 

A then ian , fleet was o ff the harbour o f  Lam psacus in order o f  battle. 

The'Pelopom resians remained m otionless: the A then ian s waited till 

evening, and then returned to  Aigospotam i. A s  the Athenian fleet 

withdrew, Lysan der ordered - some o f  his sw’iftest galleys to follow  

them, w ith instruction to the commanders to approach the opposite 

shore enough to see the enem y debark, and form  some judgm ent o f  

their im m ediate intentions,- arid then hasten back w ith the information. 

This was p u n ctn ally executed. Lysander m eanwhile kept his fleet in 

readiness for action; and, n ot till he was assured that the enem y’s 

motions indicated no enterprize, he dismissed h is 'c r e w s  for their 

refreshment. O n the morrow these m ovem ents were exactly.repeated, 

and so for th e tw o  following days. , .

Since the battle o f  N otiu m , A lcibiades had resided in his castle in 

the Thracian  Chersonese. T h e  tw o fleets in his neighbourhood o f  

course attracted his attention, and he was at least so far sensible to 

the Avelfare o f  his country as to  be uneasy a t w hat he saw. Aigospo

tami had n either-tow n nor defensible harbour, b u t o n ly a beach on 

Avhich the galleys m ight be hauled, or near w hich, in 'the shelter o f  

the strait, th ey m ight safely ride at .anchor. T h e  ground was com-, 

mddious for incam ping ; but, in .the defective m ilitary system o f  that 

age, the seamen and soldiers \reni to Sestos, tw o  miles off, for a 

m arket. T h e  enemy meanwhile, at Lampsacus, - had the security o f a 

harbour for their fleet, w ith a tow n for the'ir people, where, always in 

readiness for every duty, th ey could procure necessaries. Alcibiades 

Avent to  the A thenian camp, a n d  commuriicated AAdtb the generals on

these
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these circumstances; observing that, i f  they moved only to Sestos, 
they, equally with the enerny. would have the benefit o f a town with 
a harbour, and equally, as from their present situation, might fight 
when they pleased; with the advantage,* which in their present situation 
they could not command, of fighting only when they pleased. This 
admonition, slighted by the other generals, was-treated by Tydeus 
and Menander with unmannerly disdain, and'Alcibiades withdrew.

Lysander, ‘ meanwhile, had observed that every day’s experience of 
his inaction increased the confidence and negligence of the Athenians,
N o t confining themselves to the market of Sestos, they wandered 
wide about the countiy, to seek provisions, or on pretence o f seeking 
them. Still they continued in the morning to offer battle, returning 
in  the aftern’oon to  their camp. On the fifth day, he directed the 
commanders o f his exploring ships, i f  the Athenians debarked and 
dispersed as usual, to hasten their return, and communicate notice to 
him, by the way, by elevating a shield. The whole armament was kept 
In readiness, the landforces under Thorax were aboard,- the expected 
signal wms made, and the fleet moved across the strait.

Conon alone, o f  the Athenian generals, was in any state o f prepa-f 
ration. As soon as he saw the enemy in motion, he ordered the call 
to arras, and the signal for all to go aboard: but Soldiers and seamen 
were equally dispersed; some  ̂o f the triremes were wdiolly without 
hands; and the distance tvas so small, that the Peloponnesians rvere 
upon them long before any effectual measures for defence could be 
taken. Conon’s trireme, with seven others o f his division and the 
sacred ship Paralus, had their complete crews aboard; and these pushed 
o ff from the shore. All the rest were seized by the enemy, at anchor 
or upon the beach. N o effort, within the power of nine ships, could- 
have any other effect than adding the loss of those nine to that of the ift. 
rest o f the fleet. W hile therefore the enemy were intent upon their 
great capture, -made without a blow, but still to be secured against 
the Athenian landforqe, Conon fled unpursued; not unmindful, hq\v- 
ever, o f  such service as his strength might accomplish. Sails were aji 
incumbrance to the antienl galleys in action.' Within so narrow a 
strait therefore, and with his port at hand, Lysander had left those o f

3 z 2  ■ his
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his fleet ashore. Conoii had intelligence that the store was not within 
the walls o f  Lampsacus, but at the point o f Abarmis. Accordingly 
landing there, he carried off all the mainsails'*, and then hastening 
to the niouth o f the Hellespont, escaped to sea.

Meanwhile Lysander, having secured possession o f the Athenian 
ships, to the number o f.a  hundred and seventy, directed his attention 
to the scattered crews and troops. Some o f these found refuge in the 
neighboring towns and f o r t r e s s e s b u t  the greater part, together with 
all the generals ” , were made prisoners. In the evening of the same* 
day on which the fleet was taken, Lysander sent away an account of 
his extraordinar}- success. A  Milesian privateer”  was chosen to'convey 
it; and the captain, Theopompus, used such diligence, that on the 
third dav he reached Lacedaemon. *

The prisoners in the me^n time being conveyed to Lampsacus, it 
became matter of very serious consideration how to dispose of numbers, 
so beyond all common example o f battles among the Greeks. The 
allies were assembled for consultation; and that animosity appeared 
among them, which the antienfc manner o f warfare'was likely to excite, 
hlany accusations werê  urged against the Athenians, o f  what they had 
done, and what they had proposed to do. O f two trireipes, a Corinthian 

, and an.Andrian, lately taken, the crews, by order o f the Athenian general . 
Philocles, had been put to death by .being thrown down a precipice; 
I t  was averred, and Xenophon seems to acknowlege it as a truth, that 
the Athenians, in a council o f war, had determined to cut off the 
right hand o f  every prisoner to be made in the action which they were 
seeking. Adeimantus alone, o f  the generals, is said to have opposed 

8.22. this inhuman resolution. M any other enormities were alledged; and 
the council resolved, that all the prisoners w'ho were Athenian citizens, 
except Adeimantus, should be put to death.. Lysander, after reproach- 

■ ing Philocles with setting the first example,. among the Greeks, of a 
most cruel violation o f the law of  war (which however, as in the

T» Jfia. his'life of LySander, tbo rather loose, tends
'* T« al. •• Confirm the interpretation-

So I think Xenophon must be tinder- *' Xyrir.
stood'; and the expression of Plutarch, in ,

course
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course o f  this History we have had too much occasion to observe, was 
neither the first nor peculiar to the Athenians) began the execution,. 
for so much the expressipn o f Xenophon seems to assert, by killing 
that general with his own hand. The Athenian citizens, who fell 
victim s to the vengeance o f the allies, and perhaps-in some measure 
-to the convenience o f the Spartan general, Avere, according to Plutarch, Pb't* vie 
three thousand. ' . ‘

Adeimantus, alone saved from this bloody execution, did not escape Xen. Hel. 

with his character clear : it was asserted that, being corrupted by 
iySan d er with Persian gold, he had betrayed the fleet. The charge, 
however, was never proved ; nor does it appear how Adeimantus could 
have commanded the circumstances which put the fleet into the enemy’s 
hands.“ ; and the execution o f the other generals, who indeed seem 
never to have been accused, appears proof o f their innocence. N ot 
that the narrative o f Xenophon gives alb the information we might 
desire. The conduct, however, o f the Athenian commanders altogether 
seems to have been totally inexcusable; tho in what degree any one 
was separately blameworthy does not appear. ‘While the command o f 
gold, which Lysander possessed, excites one kind of suspicion, the 
haste anti the extent o f the execution,*together with the little scrur 
pulousness usual among the Greeks, may excite another. A t the same 
time it is possible that the misconduct, in the Athenian armament, may 
have arisen from division o f command and violence o f party.. To 
carry any steddy authority may have been impossible; and, W'hile none 
could confide in the government at home, all would fear it ; not for 
their misdeeds. But for the prevalence o f a faction, adverse to the  ̂
faction with which they were connected. • '
. Athens, the trap and grave o f her victorious generals, would not be 
the place where, in the present disasterous circumstances, Conon would 
expect refuge for himself, or where nine ships could probably be o f

** We find,in the Grecian services, where command, or that, till the attack made by 
a command was committed to many, it was Lysander (except in the negligence of the,

Athenians, which had increased gradually) 
the circumstances of that day differed from 
those o f the four preceding.

common for each to take his daydn turn 
XHerod. 1.6. c. 110. et Thucyd. 1. 6. c.-p i.) ; 
but the historian docs not say that the day 
of the action wds the day of Adeimantus’s

any.
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any important service to the public. As soon therefore as he was 
beyond danger o f  pursuit, he dispatched the sacred ship Paralus .alone 
to bear the news o f a defeat, which could be scarcely less than the 
stroke o f death to  the commonwealth. For himself, fortunately having 

, friendship with Evagoras, who ruled the Grecian city of Salamis in 
Cyprus, he directed Kis course thither, ■ with his remaining squadron, 
and was kindly received.

S E C T I O N V.

Consequences o f  the battle o f  Aigospctami. Siege o f  Athens, 
elusion o f  the Peloponnesian war.

Con-

Xen. Hel.
1.2: C.2. 
6. 1.

S. 2.
B. C. 405, 
P.W. 26. .

T he ruin o f the Athenian marine, effected at Aigospotami, put all the 
dependencies o f the commonwealth at once into the power o f the 
enem y: Lysander had only to direct the course o f  his victorious fleet, 
and take possession. The command o f the strait, communicating with 
the Euxine sea, was his first object. As soon as he'appeared between 
Byzantium and Chalcedon, both those important places desired-to 
capitulate. The Athenian garrisons were allowed to depart in safety ; 
but policy prompted this apparent lenity*'; Lysander already looked, 
forward to the conquest o f  Athens; and, against the uncommon strength 
o f the fortifications o f that city, famine would be the only weapon of 
certain efficacy. As therefore any augmentation o f the numbers within 
V'ould promote his purpose, he permitted all Athenian citizens to go 
to Athens, but to Athena only.' Those Byzantines who had taken a 
leading part in delivering their city to Alcibiades, apprehensive per
haps more o f  their.fellowcitizensthan o f Lysander, retired into Pontus, 

Meanwhile the Paralus, arriving by night at Peineus, communicated 
intelligence, such as no crew'perhaps o f the unfortunate fleet, not 
protected by the sacred character o f the ship, would have dared to carr3̂  
Alarm and lamention, beginning immediately about the harbor, were 
rapidly communicated through the town o f Peirreus, and then passing 
from mouth to mouth, by the long ■ walls, up to the city , the consterna- 

' I f  " ■ , . tion
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tion becam e u n iversal; and that n ight, says the cotemporary historian, 

no person slept in A thens. G r ie f for the numerous slain, the best part 

o f  the Athenian y o u th , am ong w hom  everyone, had some relation or 

friend to mourn, w as n ot the prevailing passion ; it was overborne by  

the dread, w hich pervaded all, o f  that fate to themselves, which, how- 

^ever individuals m igh t be innocent, the Athenian people as a b<¥ly were 

conscious o f  deserving, for the m any bloody massacres perpetrated at 

their command. T h e  treatment o f  the Histiasans, Scionieans, Toro-' 

na;ans, iEginetans, and many other Grecian people' (it is still the 

cotem porary A ttic  historian who speaks) but, above all, o f the Melians, 

a  Lacedasmonian colony, recurred to  every memoryj and haunted 

every im agination.

A th en s was n o t-e v e n  now w ithout able men; capable o f  directing  

pu blic affairs in an y ordinary storm. But, beside that tlie remaining 

stren gth o f the com m onwealth was utterly unequal to the force that 

w ould be b ro u gh t’ against it, the lasting strife o f  faction, and the 

v io le n ce  o f  intestine tum ult, had nearly destroyed alfcoherence in the 

xo n stitu en t parts o f  the government. N o th in g  remained .of that public 

confidence, which, after the Sicilian overthrow, had inabled those 

w ho to o k  the lead to surprize all G reece w ith new exertion, and even 

to  recover superiority in the war. T h e  leader o f  the soverein many 

was Cleophon, by trade a musical-i'nstmment*maker, who, treading 

in  the steps o f  Cleon and Hyperbolus, had acquired power even superior 

'  to  w hat they had formerly held. Such was his confidence in his 

ascendancy, th at he did not scruple, in scorq o f democratical equality, 

to  assume the distinctions and pomp o f  command. T o  have a residence 

suited to his new d ig n ity , he used opportunity offered by the banish

m en t o f  Andocides, ch ie f o f  one o f  the most antjent and eminent 

• families, to occu p y his house. B ut public agony and fear inforced* 

for the_^moment, sober conduct, and a disposition to listen to those 

fittest to advise. O n  the morrow after the arrival o f  the fatal news, a 

general assembly b ein g held, such riieasures were resolved -on as the 

e x ig e n c y  o f  the m om ent most required. Immediate siege by larvd and 

sea was expected. T o  raise a fleet able to oppose that o f  the enemy 

M’as no longer possible. It. was therefore determined to block up all

the
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the ports except one, to repair the walls, to appoint guards, and pre

pare every w ay to sustain a siege.

M eanw hile Lysander, after receivin g the submission o f  the Helles- 

pontine cities, sailed to Lesbos, where M ityle n e  immediately surren

dered to him. l i e  sent Eteonicus, w ith on ly ten ships, to the Thracian  

coast, a n d 'a ll the Athenian dependencies there acceded to the Lace-^ 

djemonian term s/ A ll the ilands hastened to  follow  the example, Samos 

alone excepted. T h e Samians, in the savage fu ry o f  democracy, 

answered the summons b y  a massacre o f  the men o f  rank*’ am ong their 

citizens, and prepared for defence. . -

M eans to punish this insulting' barbarity were not likely to be 

w anting ; at present a greater object called Lysander. H e sent infor

mation, a t the same tim e to  Lacedsemon and D eceleia, that he was 

ready to sail for Peirasus w ith tw o hundred triremes. T h e  Lacedaemo

nian governm ent determined upon a strong exertion, to put a speedy 

end to a  war which had lasted, w ith scarcely an y perfect intermission, 

tw en ty-six  years; T h e  Peloponnesian allies were summoned to arms, 

consisting n ow  o f  all th e states o f  the peninsula excep t Argos. The  

whole force o f  Laconia was at the same time ordered to  m arch : the king, 

Pausanias, son o f the regent who won the battle o f  Platsea, commanded 

in .chief. W ith  the powerful arm y thus assembled, Pausanias entered 

A ttic a : A g is  join ed him w ith his troops from D e c e le ia ; and they fixed 

their head-quarters together in the celebrated gym n asid m  o f  Academia, 

close to A th e n s ,'

T h e interval o f  leisure for the fleet, during the preparation for the 

march o f  the arm y, -was em ployed b y  Lysander in an a ct o f  justice  

and charity, lik ely  to bring g re a t credit to him self, and popularity to 

the Lacedremoniau name. T here were, wandering about Greece, some 

iMelians and .Sginetans, who; b y  acciden tal absence, or some other , 

lu ck y  chance, had escaped the general massacre o f  their people by the 

Athenians. These Lysander collected and reinstated in  their ilands. 

From iE g in a  he proceeded to Salamis, w h ich  he plu n dered; and then, 

w ith a hundred and fifty triremes, topk his station a t the mouth o f the 

h.arbour o f  Peiracus, to prevent supplies to A then s b y  sea.

23
W ithout
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W ith o u t an ally, w ithout a fleet, without stores, and blockaded by  

sea and' land, th e Athenians 'made no proposal to their victorious 

enemies : in sullen despondency they prepared, to the best o f their 

ability, for, defence, Without a* reasonable view but to procrastinate 

.their final doom, and certain to suffer in the interval. But the consider- 

ation, for the cotem porary historian dwells upon that point,* that 

w ith o u t even revenge for a pretence, in meer wantonness o f  power 

th ey had doomed to  massacre and extirpation so many Grecian states, 

whose only crime was alliance with those who had now obtained such 

a  superiority in arms,, incited to stubborn resistance and deterred 

 ̂ intreaty. N o t  th at there was unanim ity on this subject within the walls 

o f  Athens. O n th e contrary, the party which had established the 

goyernm cnt o f  the Fourhundred, o f  which a relic was still considerable, 

^far from view ing the approach o f  the Lacedaemonians yr îth the same 

apprehensions as the democraticai chiefs, looked to it rather as what 

m ig h t afford them relief, and even be turned to their advantage. B ut  

hence the dem ocraticai party had on ly the more jealousy, not wholly 

an unreasonable jealousy, o f  , any treaty to be managed under their 

d irectio n; and, between the two, the moderate and w orthy had difficulty 

to interfere at-all in public affairs.

M eanw hile the operations o f the besiegers tended meerly to blockade: 

no assault was attem p ted : the purpose was to  make the effect o f famine 

su r e ; and before lo n g  ‘it  was severely felt b y  the Athenians. N o t  

how ever till many had died o f hunger did they even talk o f  capitulation. 

A t  length a deputation was sent to k in g  A gis, for he appears to  have 

remained alone to  command the blcfckade, offering alliance offensive 

and defensive w ith  Lacedasmon, which, in the language o f  Grecian 

politics, im plied political subjection, b u t stijjulating for the preservation 

o f  their fortifications and. their harbor. A g ls  gave for'answer, ‘ that 

,* he had no power to  treat; proposals must be addressed to the admi- 

‘ nistration at Lacedsemon.’ M inisters wefe then sent into Pelopon

n esu s: but at Sellasia, on the border o f  Laconia, *a hau gh ty message 

from th e ephors com m anded their immediate return; informing them,
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‘ that the terras they brought were kpowai at Lagedtemon tand, i f  they 

‘ desired peace, they m ust com e Fetter instructed.’ -  ̂ ■

•This answer, .communicated at Athens, filled the city with despair. 

Condem nation o f  the A thenian people to slavery v̂as the least evil 

now  ̂ expected from the revenge o f  a conquering enem y; and, before 

even another deputation could bring* an' aiiswer from Lacedtenfon, 

m any must perish o f  hmrger. In  this nearly-threatening wreck o f  

the commonwealth,* the council, o f  Areinpa^us, still holdin g a dignified 

existence, tho w ith curtailed authority, endevored to  mediate between 

the con ten din g faction ^  and proposed to undertake that negotiation,^ 

for preserving the ruins o f  the fallin g state, w h ich  the enemy refused 

to enter inio w ith  one party, and. the people pertinaciously refused to  

com m it to the other. B ut popular jealou.sy prevented the salutary 

measure. T h e. M an y were ta u g h t to fear th a t the Areiopagus would 

•join the oligarchial party, and m ake terms for their exclusive advan- 

. tage. I t  was understood that the Lacedasmohians, am ong other th in g^  

required the dem olition o f  tlie-lon g walls for the space o f  ten furlongs. 

Archestratus, a member o f  the council, only declaring his opinion, in. 

his place,, th at such a requisition ought not to pfevent a treaty, w hich  

m igh t save the wretched remains o f  the commonwealth, was imprisoned  ̂
and a decree o f  the people passed, forbidding even to, consult, about 

such an article,*

But, in h o ld in g,o u t the requisition to demolish the walls, no assur

ance h avin g been given, that slavery should n ot be the com m on doom, 

the dread o f  this made the people so untractable, th a t the leading men 

seem'to have been at a  loss to kn ow  w hataafely they m ig h t .even propose, 

in so pressing an exigen cy. C leophon him self could no longer either 

com m and or appease the popular mind. H is opponents used the oppor

tunity fo r preferring a  capital accusation against Inm.* Exam ples o f  

w h a fm ig lit  be done, b y  ably u sin g  critica l emergencies, abounded in  

the annals o f  the Athenian; governm ent. Gleon, w hen nearly the  

despotic tyrant o f  Athens, had-been, fin ed ; H yperbolus banished b y  

ostracism : Cleophon was condem ned to  death and executed. I f  

Lysias, speaking as a pleader,’  should be trusted, a  fraud, o f most, 

dangerous tendency,, was used b y  his opponents: the real law not war-

• ' - ranting
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ranting-a*Capital sentence, they made an interpolation.in the code of 

Solon, in piix^suance o f  w hich condemnation was pronounced. That  

some o f  the party adverse to Cleophon were not very scmpulous, we 

h ave sufficient assurance ;• but what credit may.be due to the story told 

b y  Lysias, no infonnatibn on the subject remaining from the cotem

porary historian, seems noJ|^easy now to judge.

The. execution o f  Cleon however was evidently the removal o f.a  

principal obstacle to accommodation. Theramenes., *beeoming more 

a leading man, ventured to undertake that, i f  he m ight be commis

sioned to go to  Lysander, as well as to Laceelmmon, he would bring 

certain information whether there was a serious intention to reduce the 

A th en ian  people to slavery, or whether -t.be dbnoliUon o f the walls was 

required only’ to insure political subjection. The people in assembly 

g a v e  their approbation, and Tlreranjenes ■ went; but it see*ms implied, 

b y  Xenophon,_ that he did n o t.execu te  his commission with perfect 

g o o d  faith. l i e  remained With Lysander more than three months. 

W h a t his difficulties really were, «is nowhere-clearly indicated; but the 

appearance rather is, that he waited for the time when the total failure 

o f  provisions, am ong the Athenian people, should inforce patient atten

tion  to any advice, b y  which their immediate- destruction might be 

obviated. . ' _ • . ; •

H ow  the. Athenians were inabled to support themselves so long, after 

m o rtality  from' famine was hegun am ong them, the historian has 

om itted to mention ; b u t  some inddenlahinfonnatioti, rem aining from 

Isocrates, considered together w ilh ' Xenophon’s a c c o u n t‘o f  the cir

cum stances o f  ’ the siege, in some degree explains it. The Peloponne

sians, masters o f  A ttica , a.nd com m anding the seas, trusted that, they  

co u ld  starve the c ity  into submission, w ithout the great labor and 

expence o f a contravallation, such as the circuit of Atiiens and Peir^us, 

and the walls con n ectin g them, would , require; and, niore" completely' 

to  deter the introduction o f provisions, they, denounced, by procla- 

n'jation,, immediate death against any who should be taken in the 

attem pt. B u t the pressure o f  \vant, and the dread o f captivity, coin

c id in g  w ith the passion for distinction, strong in Athenian Iweasts, 

e x c ite d  to daring- actim i; and the Peloponnesian army could not

' . 4 a' 2 ' ■ completely
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completely guard the extensive circuit o f  the walls, nor the fleet, in  ̂
isocrat. ady. all weathers, perfectly block' the harbours. In  these circumstances 
jp. 2(*4 . t. 3. the captain o f the Paralus (the same who had been sent by Conon 

Avith the news o f the defeat at Aigospotami) distinguished himself by 
successful adventure. Hrs name is unknown to us j but, through the 
incident that Isocrates afterward pleaded a cause for him, we learn 
that he, together with his brother, found means, not only to intro
duce provisions'itito the harbour o f Peiraeus, but sometimes even to 

, intercept vessels bringingprovisions for the Peloponnesian fleet; and 
that they were rewarded with crowns, and with the public thanks of 
th e ‘Athenian people> solemnly pronounced before the statues of the" 
heroes, styled the eponymian, standing near the prytaneium, from 
whom the wards o f Attica were named.

But notAVithstanding these occasional .supplies, »want, and the appre
hension o f want,^grew more and more pressing in Athens. Theramenes 
therefore, in the fourth month after his departure, trusting that the 

■ ferocity of*the democritical spirit m ight be sufficiently tamed, ven
tured to return, without having performed what he had* undertaken.

, To the anxious' multitude, assembled in haste to learn the result o f 
his tedious negotiation, he .excused himself, by imputing his detention 
to L ysan d er; who dismissed him, he said, at last, .With a declaration,
‘ that he had ‘no authority, either to grant terms, or to say what the 
 ̂ Lacedasmonian government would require; and that application to 

‘ any purpose could only be, made , to the ephors.’ It.was no longer 
time for hesitation. An embassy,^ consisting o f  ten persons, with 
Theramenes at the head, was immediately appointed to, go to Lage- 
dsemon, with the .fullest authority to treat concerning the fate of 
Athens, and save the miserable remains o f  the commonwealth, if 
they could. . . ' , . ' . * '

The sacred. character o f  ambassadors procured free passage for 
rTheramenes and his collegues, as far as Sellasia. There, as the former 
embassy, they were m eth y an officer from the ephors, who would not 
permit then! to proceed, until they had given satisfactory assurance 
o f the fulness o f their poAvers. On their arrival at La' ĉedasmon, an 
assembly o f the deputies o f the Lacedeemonian confederacy was held,

s. 18,
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in which the fate o f  Athens, w^s to be decided The Corinthian and 
Theban deputies ‘ contended vehemently . ‘ that no terms should be 
‘ granted: the Athenian commonW'^ealth, the enemy, of the common
* liberties o f Greece, so nearly Successful in the horrid attempt to 
‘ .inslave of .exterminate the whole nation, ought to be annihilated : 
'• the people should be sold for slaves, and the site of 'the city should 
‘ be made a sheepwalk, like the Crismah plain.* Many o f the other 
deputies supported these opinions: but the Lacedemonians, whose' 
administration was httle subject to passionate counsels or hasty deci
sion,. seem to have predetermined otherwise.. Deprived of its navy 
and o f the revenue and power derived from transmarine dependencies, 
Athens, under oligarchal government, they thought might be a valuable 
dependency of Lacedmmon; and perhaps the recollection o f what had 
happened but a'few  years before, when almost all Peloponnesus had 
begn united in v'ar against them, might give to apprehend that, at 
some future period,’ they might want a balancing power' against 
Corinth, Thebes, or Argos. They declared therefore, with ostentation 
o f regard for the cdmmon welfare and glory o f Greece, that it would 
not become the Peloponnesian confederacy, and least o f all the Lace
daemonians, to reduce to slavery a Grecian .people, to whom the nation 
was beholden for the-most important services, in the greatest danger 
that ever threatened it. Accordingly, they proposed, and it was re
solved, that the conditions, upon which the Athenians should be per
mitted to exist in civil freedom, should be these: ‘ That all ships of 
‘ war should be surrendered,'except twelve; that the long walls, and 
‘ the fortifications o f  Peirasus, should be destroyed; that all exiles and 
‘ fugitives should be restored to the rights fif the city  ̂ that the 
‘ Athenians should fh*’ friends and enemies all other people, as 
‘ they were friends or enemies to Lacedasmon; that the* Athenian 
‘ forces should go wherever Lacedaemon might command, by land
* and sea.’

W ith these terms Theramenes and his collegues hastened back to 
Athens.* Already, snch numbers had perished for want, that to hold 
many days longer was .impossible. The arrival of the ambassadors 
therefore was no sooner-announced, than, the people frotti all parts of

the.
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.the 'city craw dod about them, in the m ost painful anxiety,' le§t an 

irresistible enem y shoiikl still have refused tq treat, and no  ̂ choice 

.should remain b u t to die o f  hunger, or surrender to the mercy o f  those, 

from wlioni th ey had scarcely a pretence'to ask m ercy. Information, 

that a treaty nvas concluded, gave,Yor. the night, general relief. On  

the morrow an assembly o f  the'people v/as held. Theraraenes declared 

the terms, .which, l;e said, were the best that him self and his collegues 

•had'been able to obtain, and such as, in his-opinion, the people, in 

the present most unfortunate state o f  things, would do well to accept. 

A  considerable body, nevertheless, even nov,'-, affirmed pertinaciously, 

that they.w ould not consent to the demolition o f  the walls. A  'large 

m ajority however, .yield in g to the pressure o f  extrem e want, carried 

a decree, ratifyin g the treaty concluded by their atnbassadors.

T h e acceptance o f  the offered tenn’s being notified to the besieging  

armament, A gts took possession o f  the walls, and Lysander entered 

:the.harbour o f  Feirmus with bis fleet. T h e dem olition o f the walls• - . O'' • _ - .
was a principal circum stance-of triumph for the Peloponnesians*.; It 
was begun b y the army, w ith m uch paradej to the sound o f m ilitary . 

music, and witii an alacrity, says the .cotemporary Athenian historian,-

■ -natural to lliose who considered that day as the era o f  restored freedpm 

to Greece. • NGtices v/ere then sent to  the exiles and fugitives, m ostly  

men o f the best fanrilies o f  Athens, to whom this sad_ reverse in the 

fortuuc o f  their country would alone g ive  the means o f  returning to. 

it, and recovering their property. T heir presence was necessary toward  

the probable permanence o f the n ext nieasurej the chan ge o f the. 

gcyeriunent to an oligarchy. T h e  popular assembly w'as abolished,

 ̂ and the supreme authority was com m itted, for tire present, to a council 

o f  thirty, am ong whom Theramenes found’a place.^ T h e y  were directed

■ to Consider o f a new form o f  political ..administration, such as Lace- 

■ dcCirion should approve, preserving the antient laws and civil govern

ment o f the commonwealth, as far. as m igh t consist with oligarchy.

T h in gs bejng so far settled in A thens, A g i 3 led aw’a y  tlie Peloponne

sian army, including the garrison o f  .Deceleia-; and all A ttica, but  

A ttic a .o n ly , became once more the quiet poi îsession o f  the Athenians. 

Lysander conducted to Samos. T h e people o f  that iland,

‘ after
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after sustaining a siege for some time, capitulated; and the terms 

granted were milder than their conduct, had intitled them to  expect: 

they were permitted to.depart in safeW, whither they pleased; carrying, 

however, only the clothes they wore. T h e lands, houses, slaves, cattle, 

the whole Hand in short, with all it contained, were given to fhe-ir 

fellowcitizens o f  the aristocratical party. After having settled tiiis 

hiisin'ess, Lysander dismissed the ships o f  the allies, and with the 

Lacedaemonian squadron sailefl for Lacoitia. ■ . , '

So ended the Peloponnesian war, in its tMmnty-seventh year; and 

so Lacedsemon, now in alliance, with Persia, became again decidedly 

the leading power o f  Greece; and the aristocratical, or rather the 

oligarclial, triumphed over the deinocratical interest, in almost ev;ery 

commonwealth' o f  the nation.
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