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COMPANY PROFILE 

Open Foundation West Africa (OFWA) is a non profit organization that seeks to extend 
the activities and reach of the open movement in the West African sub-region, through 
open education programs, digitizing open resources, preserving cultural and heritage 
items and prompting contents about the West African Sub-region and its existent 
countries.

OFWA started operations in 2015 and was officially incorporated in 2016. OFWA is a 
recognised local of Wikimedia and Creative Commons. OFWA has taken part in some 
international photo contest projects like Wiki Loves Monuments and continental advocacy 
campaigns such as #FASTAfrica, organized by Web We Want and A4AI to promote fast, 
affordable, safe and transparent internet in Africa. We have also played a significant role 
in supporting open communities on the continent and we are keen on continuing to work 
with community leaders from across the continent to promote and create awareness 
about open resources as well as build the capacities of the youth on newer open 
technologies to bridge the skills, technology and information gap in Africa. 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PROFILE OF INCOMING EXECUTIVE 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community and made it easy for her to be entrusted with 
leadership roles in the organization. Prior to becoming the 
Programmes Manager, a position she would be leaving 
soon, she was the Resource Manager for a year.

In her first year as a member, she was recognised as one 
of the top ten contributors and has since shown exploits in 
various areas of our community. She has led partnerships 
with institutions and organisations like the, Fabulous 
Women's Network, Assemblies of God Youth church, 
Pentecost International Worship Centre (PIWC) among 
others.

She mentions how working with OFWA has enabled her to 
develop her leadership and managerial skills which led her 
to establishing an Environmental oriented NGO. She 
recalls her growth at OFWA emanated from the can do 
spirit of leaders and the openness to teach and impart new 
skills to members.

As she steps into her new role as the Administrative 
Executive of OFWA, she envisions the presence OFWA 
across West Africa and beyond. She hopes to make an 
impact and secure partnerships with key government 
agencies. “I strongly adhere to quality standards and 
believe that the best way to manage a successful team is 
to establish people's involvement and build mutual trust 
and relationship. Also, diversifying projects, creating a 
community that will have equal opportunities to play a role 
without bias nurtures individuals to become great teachers 
and leaders” - Joy Agyepong.

Congratulations Joy Agyepong on your new role!

August 2016 marked the beginning of 
Joy Agyepong’s Wiki journey, she met 
the co-founders of Open Foundation 
West Africa (OFWA) at the  Goethe 
Institut Accra, they introduced the 
Wikimedia projects to her and after 
several tries, she finally joined the 
team.

She joined Open Foundation West 
Africa (OFWA) at a time when the 
organisation was expanding, this 
afforded her the opportunity to be 
recognised for her hard work  as the 
organisation was on the look out to fill 
various roles. Joy volunteered for the 
Programs Manager role, where she 
managed the the growth and impact of 
projects. 

Her passion for volunteering led her to 
great exploits within the Ghanaian 

Freddy2001 – Wikimedia Commons [CC BY-SA 
3.0]
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PROFILE OF OUTGOING EXECUTIVES
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Working at OFWA has been a humbling and a truly educative 
experience. The organisation is rapidly evolving and adapting 
to the changes and demands for the work we do. Over just a 
year we have obtained 10 new partners who are enthused 
about our projects and the prospects that we hold for the 
future. 

These partnerships were strategic decisions to reach 
organisational goals as well as to perfectly align our core 
functional areas with the opportunities that befell us. It is with 
great joy that I exit the leadership of the organisation to 
provide strategic support and help to direct the vision of 
OFWA.

I can’t be more excited for this new chapter as the true goal of 
every leader is to be able to leave a legacy that continuous to 
thrive.

I must say I have enjoyed every bit of that journey, learned a lot 
and the whole experience has shaped my life as an individual. 
Being a volunteer is one of the best ways you can serve 
humanity, the rewards and fulfilment is priceless. OFWA came 
about as a way of getting other volunteers to support a cause the 
founders believed in and I am glad we are achieving this vision 
one way or the other through the edit our volunteers make, the 
pictures they upload and the awareness they create to people 
who hitherto knew nothing or little about the Open movement.

Moving on to the Board doesn’t mean a total abandoning of 
OFWA, however this is another chance to serve more through 
bringing my experience within the open movement to bear. 
This is just to give other volunteers the chance to serve from 
the frontiers where we started and have the unique 
opportunity to  learn along the way. I will be still involved 
through advice and taking strategic decision from the position 
as a board member  with the interest of this organization at 
heart. 

Raphael Berchie  
Cofounder/Director of 
Communications (Outgoing) 

Felix Nartey 
Co-founder/Managing Director 
(Outgoing) 

Open Foundation West Africa [CC BY-SA 4.0], 
via Wikimedia Commons

ZMcCune (WMF) [CC BY-SA 4.0], from 
Wikimedia Commons
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PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES 

Since September 2017, we have been 
working tirelessly around the clock to grow 
impact in Ghana and the larger West African 
region.

The restructuring of our programmes was a 
major success this year. Clustering all our 
activities under major themes have inspired 
and efficient approach to obtaining and 
approaching partners. It has equally also 
kept our focus on thematic goals as well as  
enabled us to easily monitor the impact and 
progress of our activities. 

Our 3 functional areas:

• Capacity building & community 
development

• Educational Programs

• Awareness and advocacy

In order to align our objectives to these functional areas, 
OFWA has strategically selected partners that can help us 
attain our goals. We are now in 2 more regions in Ghana 
(Volta Region and Ashanti Region) and 4 more countries in 
Africa (Kenya, Gambia, Liberia and Sudan).

In Ghana you can precisely find us in:

Ashanti Region

• HapaSpace Hub

• Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology 
(KNUST)

Volta Region

• Ho Node Hub

Open Foundation West Africa (OFWA) www.openfoundationwestafrica.org

New Partners 

Rowan University  

Lancaster University Ghana 

Effects Studios 

AnimaxFYB Studios 

Soronko Academy 

Ho Node Hub 

KNUST 

HapaSpace Hub 

African Science Academy 

University of Winneba
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PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES 

Our activities have yielded 10 new partnerships that are going to augment our projects 
and increase our reach. During this fiscal year we have also created and improved more 
than 400 articles, uploaded more than 5000 photos to commons and reached about 300 
new people in our country.

Capacity Building and Community Development

These are series of events and 
projects we undertake to ensure 
community development and health, 
they are  focused on also growing a 
strong base of volunteers who help 
in multifarious ways to ensure that 
our events are successful and to 
ultimately churn content. These take 
into cognisance critical themes and 
topics like gender diversity, growing 
and training developers, marginalised languages and groups, and other ancillary projects 
that creates relevance for our activities

(Creative Commons, Open Street maps, photography training, etc.)

During the year under review, these are some of the projects we undertook under in this 
thematic area;

• Language Training and Meet up

• Training and Meet up for new and old 
members

• Women of the Wiki Editathon

• African Women’s Development Fund Editathon

• Wiki Loves Africa 

• Creative Commons Salon
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PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES 

Education Programs

These are events and activities which are centred around promoting education and 
creating content for the movement . These are on campus and off campus activities 
which include campus based clubs, wiki education programs, etc. Such activities are 
hinged on working with students of all levels be it at the Primary, High School or the 
Tertiary Level.

Below are some projects we undertook within this fiscal year under review;

• Wiki Club Ashesi

• Summer Open School

• African Science Academy

• ASA wikipedia for schools installations 
and training day

• Wikipedia Education Program at Rowan 
University College, USA

Awareness and Advocacy

These are events and activities that are primarily aimed at creating publicity and exposing 
people to the of the Wikimedia Movement and the Open movement at large. These are 
done in the bid to let people know the work we do, recruit volunteers to contribute and 
also promote the use of resources and content we create by individuals and institutions. 
These also serve as a catalyst for us to obtain new partners. These often include online 
and offline campaigns and are presented in forms that include but not limited to sharing 
how to use Wikipedia and sister projects, targeted posts and promotions, constantly 
sharing resources and why we need to contribute or volunteer.

Below are some projects and events we undertook within the fiscal year under review;

• Software Freedom Day

• Black History Month - Online Campaign February

Open Foundation West Africa (OFWA) www.openfoundationwestafrica.org
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FINANCIAL REPORT  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Source of funding for our projects 
The main source of funding for our projects is the 
Wikimedia Foundation. In the past year we 
organised about 13 projects, which covered 
Capacity Building, Education and Advocacy & 
Awareness Programs. About 91% of our funding 
was acquired through the Wikimedia foundation 
and 9.3% from external funders. 

Thanks to all who supported us! 

• Wikimedia Foundation 
• Creative Commons 
• Soronko Academy 
• Africa Women's Development Fund



Thank you for reading our report. 
Volunteer with us today!


