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Earthday (A Better Place For All) by Guillermo Flores is licensed CC-BY-NC-SA. 
This presentation is CC-BY 4.0 unless indicated otherwise. The views 
expressed are those of Brigitte Vézina and do not necessarily 
represent those of Creative Commons. 

https://thegreats.co/thegreats/public/artworks/earthday-a-better-place-for-all
https://thegreats.co/thegreats/public/artists/guillermo-flores
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


What is one word that comes to 
your mind when you think about 
sharing culture? 

...



Creative Commons 

● Non-profit organization dedicated to promoting 
better sharing of culture and knowledge in the 
public interest.

● Licences and public domain tools 

● An international network of lawyers, activists, 
and experts in copyright law, open education, 
culture, science, etc. Triagoz le phare, Bien Raphaël, 1920-1929, Musée de 

Bretagne, Licence CC BY SA, 
http://www.collections.musee-bretagne.fr/ark:/83011/FLMjo12
5837

http://www.collections.musee-bretagne.fr/ark:/83011/FLMjo125837
http://www.collections.musee-bretagne.fr/ark:/83011/FLMjo125837


View of Palmyra with the Temple of Bel, Syria, by Bernard Gagnon, CC BY-SA 3.0.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=12153761
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/




Access and sharing of heritage are 
essential to sustain vibrant and thriving 
societies.

Cultural heritage institutions are gateways 
— not gatekeepers: pivotal points between 
heritage and the public. 

Preserving and sharing heritage is at the 
heart of their mission.

This mission is important now more than 
ever, as climate change, global health 
crises, and violent conflicts are posing 
some of the greatest threats to heritage and 
the institutions that hold it. Hoad versierd met een fazant, Legroux Soeurs, ca. 1945, Public Domain, Rijksmuseum, 

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/nl/mijn/verzamelingen/172453--olga/hats/objecten#/BK-1986-68,2

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/nl/mijn/verzamelingen/172453--olga/hats/objecten#/BK-1986-68,2


Laughing Fool, ca. 1500, attributed to Jacob 
Cornelisz van Oostsanen. Oil on panel, 13 
7/8 in. x 9 1/8 in. Image: Davis Museum at 
Wellesley College. Recreation via Facebook 
DM by Tiffanie Pierini Ho with giraffe onesie, 
Christmas sweater, and post-it, titled 
“Laughing Fool with Giraffe Ears”

The Laundress (La Blanchisseuse), 1761, 
Jean-Baptiste Greuze. Oil on canvas, 16 x 13 
in. The J. Paul Getty Museum, 83.PA.387. 
Re-creation on Instagram by Elizabeth Ariza 
and family in modern-day laundry room, titled 
“The Tiny Laundress”

Male Harp Player of the Early Spedos Type, 
2700–2300 B.C., Cycladic. Marble, 14 ⅛ x 11 
1/16 in. The J. Paul Getty Museum, 
85.AA.103. Recreation via Facebook DM by 
Irena Ochódzka with canister vacuum, titled 
“The Harp and the Vaccuum”



There are many examples of 
cultural heritage institutions that 
have opened their collections

See the survey of GLAM Open Access 
policy and practice prepared by 
Douglas McCarthy and Andrea 
Wallace. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WPS-KJptUJ-o8SXtg00llcxq0IKJu8eO6Ege_GrLaNc/edit#gid=1216556120
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WPS-KJptUJ-o8SXtg00llcxq0IKJu8eO6Ege_GrLaNc/edit#gid=1216556120


GLAMs face many barriers to open

● Money — Financial Constraints & Concerns
● People — Conservative Mindsets
● Policy — Complex Copyright

Sturm am See / Helmut Klapper by Klapper, Helmut (Hersteller/in) - 
1979 - Vorarlberger Landesbibliothek, Austria - CC BY.
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/15512/o_62861



At Creative 
Commons, we want 
to help GLAMs 
overcome these 
barriers. 

CC by SA 4.0, Jeff Elder

Jenny Lind Piano Gif By GIF, via GIPHY 

https://giphy.com/gifs/gifitup-gifitup2020-jenny-lind-viljams-defersons-brics-Bnmc7XWCCyJaAjgqsa


Quick Snapshot of 
Creative Commons
Open Culture work

Britain, or a chorographicall description of the most flourishing kingdomes, 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the Ilands adioyning, out of the depth of 
antiqvitie : beavtified with mappes of the severall Shires of England / written 
first in Latine by William Camden ; Translated newly into English by Philémon 
Holland, Public Domain, Wellcome Collections, 
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/cb4tsum6/images?id=bu6bge33

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/cb4tsum6/images?id=bu6bge33


Legal framework & 
Creative Commons 
licenses
● Works of original creativity are protected by 

copyright. 

● Copyright is granted to creators of works 
automatically upon creation; no registration or 
other formality required.

● This means that by default, a work is always 
published “all rights reserved.”

● With Creative Commons, we can go to some/no 
rights reserved

Self-Portrait, Black Background, Helene Schjerfbeck, 1915, Herman and 
Elisabeth Hallonblad collection, Ateneum, Kansallisgalleria, Copyright Free, 
website.

https://www.kansallisgalleria.fi/en/object/399658


Creative Commons licenses

CC licenses  and public domain tools 
enable creators to offer more legal 
permissions than traditional copyright, 
given the increased flexibility and 
freedom of the internet. 

Self-Portrait, 1888, Ian Aivazovski, Sinebrychoffin Taidemuseo, 
Kansallisgalleria, Copyright Free, Website

https://www.kansallisgalleria.fi/en/object/500108


CC Open 
Licenses

CC Public 
Domain Tools

Non- ND Licenses allow for translations and other adaptations.



Least restrictive

to

Most restrictive







Should everything be shared 
openly? 



In addition to copyright, 
there are many cultural 
and ethical factors to 
consider for digitized 

work

Flowers from Normandy, Henri Fantin-Latour, 1887, Rijksmuseum, Public 
Domain,https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/my/collections/1717372--camille-francoise/bloe
men/objecten#/SK-A-2895,1

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/my/collections/1717372--camille-francoise/bloemen/objecten#/SK-A-2895,1
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/my/collections/1717372--camille-francoise/bloemen/objecten#/SK-A-2895,1


Legal and ethical issues 
related to traditional cultural 
expressions 

GLAMs have a range of responsibilities and duties in respect of 
Indigenous cultural heritage, particularly in light of questions around 
restitution/repatriation and of sensitivities around heritage linked to 
communities.

There might be instances where digitizing cultural heritage material 
and making it available openly is unacceptable practice, 
particularly in situations of power imbalance, for instance as regards 
Indigenous cultural material or material held in cultural institutions as 
a consequence of colonization, such as African cultural heritage. 

Open culture is not only about sharing cultural heritage by respecting 
copyright law, but also how to do it more responsibly, collaboratively, 
and equitably. 

Plattegrond van Londen na de grote brand van 1666, Wenceslaus 
Hollar, 1666, Rijksmuseum, Public Domain, 
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/nl/mijn/verzamelingen/158308--toru-takah
ashi/map-map-map/objecten#/RP-P-OB-82.347,5

https://creativecommons.org/2020/08/08/sharing-indigenous-cultural-heritage-online-an-overview-of-glam-policies/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3378200


Consider joining 



Open Culture Platform



Open Culture Voices Video Series

● 40 videos

● 25 countries

● Season 2 in 2023



Open Culture Certificate

● Apply for a scholarship 
before for an upcoming 
course! 



Thank you!

Hope you’ll join our global 
community. 

brigitte@creativecommons.org

Woman Rowing, Sketch, 1892, Maria Wiik, Beatrice Granberg Collection, 
Ateneum, Kansallisgalleria, Copyright Free, Website. 

mailto:brigitte@creativecommons.org
https://www.kansallisgalleria.fi/en/object/526446


QUESTIONS?


