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From State Censorship to 
State Sponsorship



WikiStipendiya in Brief
A WikiProject aimed at improving content 
on the Uzbek Wikipedia

Organized by 

◦ Youth Affairs Agency of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan

◦ Agency of Information and Mass 
Communications

◦ Council of Young Artists

◦ Wikimedians of the Uzbek Language User 
Group

▪ Will run from 20 May 2022 to 20 December 
2022



Methods
Edit-a-thon

◦ Participants should create articles that are at 
least 200 words long and cite at least two 
reliable sources

◦ Content should be filed on Fountain for 
assessment  by a team of judges

Prize fund

◦ Over $30,000 has been allocated to award 
the most active participants with one-off 
scholarships

◦ Winners of interim marathons awarded with 
laptops



Sub Contests
ErkinLitsenziyalar: promotion of open content licenses, 
including among state agencies

WikiAudio: creating audio articles in Uzbek – for the first 
time

WikiAyollar: closing the gender gap on the Uzbek 
Wikipedia by creating content on women

WikiOromgoh: wiki camps to bring together marathon 
participants and Wikipedia administrators

WikiSport: improving sport-related content on the Uzbek 
Wikipedia

WikiTaʼlim: introducing Wiki Education to Uzbekistan 
and collaborating with schools and colleges

Interim marathons: two rounds of intermediate contests 
to recruit new editors



Results to Date

Number of articles

140,348 179,330 38,982 27.78

Number of edits

2,559,272 3,092,154 532,882 20.82

Number of editors

72,267 80,843 8,576 11.87

Number of active editors

388 830 442 113.92

On 20 May 2020 As of Now Difference Increase (%)

On 20 May 2020 As of Now Difference Increase (%)



WikiStats



Results Beyond the Numbers

A new generation of committed contributors

Standardization of policies and guidelines

Extensive media coverage

Return of the ... (rather) inactive Wikimedians 
(including yours truly)

13 professionally edited video lessons

https://uz.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foydalanuvchi:Nataev/WikiStipendiya


youtube.com/uzwiki



Challenges and Lessons Learned
Machine translation a major challenge

Training scores of new contributors 
burdensome

Fountain is not up to the task – not by a 
long shot

Better to cooperate with actors interested 
in contributing than to ignore them

Important to keep expectations realistic, 
especially those of sponsors

Seven months too long for a marathon, 
even when there’s funding



Thank you! 


