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Deponents HIR.NUWMA, Setsuko

I, HIRJAUV.a, Setsuko, of lawful age, being first duly sworn in

. accordance with the customs of my country, depose and state as follovs:

My name is HIRWNWAa, Setsuko. I was born in Kamakura, Japan,
in 1613, and novw live at 1053 Yoyogi Oyamacho Skibuyaku, Tokyoe 1
have been asked if I know anything of the attack made on the home of
the accuscd HIRWNW.. on 15 august, 1945 I do know because I was there
and because that was my home, Baron HIRANUMa is my mother's uncle, but
ve always called him ®"0Qjiisan", Granddad, 1n our housee FHe vas old and
had no one te take care ¢f him, therefore, my parents, my two children
and I live vith hime .t that time my husband 8ad been conecripted and
was in the Navy. My mother was over sixty years of agz, in delicate
health, and I was managing the house,

During the night of ..ugust 1l4-15, 1045, there had been an air

raid alarm and we were in a dug out air raid shelter which was 1in our

yvard, .t about 3 a.,me, on the morning of the 15th of august, the air
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raid alarm wnas lifted and we came out and went to bed in the house.
e

T awakened, dressed and

.t about 53130 a.mes there was another alarm.

was ready to go into the shelter again wheun . learned that this time

the raiders were carrier borne planes and not bombers. I attempted to
get my two children to 20 back to sleep, but they wanted to stay up
with mee Had I not permitted them to do so; I probably should never
have seen them alive again, for suddenly I heard a terrific noise and
loud shouting outside our housce 1 looked Lhrough my window and saw
a gang of 1 coming through the front gate, mekxing fer the house prorere
I had been warncd by the pelice cuards stationed in my house that
somethin, very unpleasant was likely to happen and 1 cuecsed accurately
what this ¢isturbance might mean, Just the day before one of the cuards,
ess that 1s,

T N.Ka, Hiroshi, tocld me ne did not like the way .rmy planes;
Japanese army planes, had been flying low over our nouse and that 1 e had
better be prepared in the eventy they should drop bombs on USe

I knew the mob entering our front gate had come up after Granddad
EIRaNUM.. because they had the police guards, about fifteen 1in all, lined
up in a single row, vitn their hands over their heads, and I heard the
leader of the gang, whom 1 could sce and whom 1 later learned was an Army
captain by the name of SeSuKI, shouting at the top of his vol
was saying, "Don't you Know what sort of a bastard IIR..INUMa:1s? You
don't know, eh? Hhe is a notorious leader of the pro-arnglo-american groupd
He is a traitor Don't you realize our couniry is poing to collapse and

be destroyedy Guarding an arch traitory You should be ashamed of

yourselvesid"®
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The first thing whieh occurred to me was that I must get Granddagd
away from the house., I left my children, who vere clinging to me,
& girl of 8 and a boy of 6, with an old amal (olderly housemaid), and
rushed towards his room. By this time a number of soldiers in uniform
had come into the house and were throwing gasoline all over the houss and
setting fire to all the rocms one after anotker, FPaper doors., sorcens
and mats caught fire. I was not Alroid, because I did not have “iwme to
become frightened, and besides T wes dressed
used t9 wear in those days when there was an ai
worried cver Grzaddad to be afiaid. I got about half way to his room
but was choked b,. smoke, and feund 1t impossible to advance forward.
this time 4 heard one of the gangsters shouting, "ie can't find FIRL
and another one sicuted in reply, "He will be burned to death in a
minute." When I heard this I felt that someone had managed to take
Granddad away from his room Just in the nick of time, and I returned
immediately to the servants quarters and sought for my children and amah,
but they were novhere to be &- RDe 1 was extrerely worried and asked

one of the soldiers in the house what he had done to them and where they

were, wbut he stated he did not knowe I passed the leader of the gamg and

his soldiers when I was going out through the side gata,. Ha was just

inside the front gate with hies men. They were all holding big drawn
swords and pistols, and covering the polire puards vith at least one
machine guns The Captain, whom I later learned, &as- I e=tated, was named

SaSaKIl, glared at me but I asked one of the scldiers whether he hed seen

my ehildren anyway, ke replied in a very brusque manner that they had
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