Folder No. 1

" DECLASSIFIED
Authority L/A/D7 0063
1T T T CTTT T YT YT T T T T T T YT P P T YT YT YT YT YT P PR T P T T YT P T 4T 4T YT [T Lol T T M By Q: NARA Date §AG /¢



SYITI0 sreq VOvVN H@%m EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE .

AAIAISSVTIOAd



e

 CONFIDENTIAL

TACTICAL
MISSION REPORTS

'PRACTICE MISSION FO."8
T3“WING - 497™ & 499™BOMB G5,

OCT. 7, 1944

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIE




S - — - sl St E . 4
_‘r - . A - - - - TP ra
= W E ] I [s b, 4 & %= TN I



CONFIDENTIAL

CONSCLIDATED MISSION REPORT

e e CONFIDENTAL 727

Date: 12 October 1944 Mission No., 8

By: ' Date of Mission: 7 October 1944

SUMMARY

NARRATIVE SUMMARY: 497th Group

- On 7 October 1944, seven B-29 aircraft, two from the 870th Bomb Squadron
and five from the 871lst Bomb Squadron, took off without escort from advance
base, Walker Army Air Field, at 1236 GCT to attack the bombing range on Cayo
Traviesa. Of these, two aircraft returned early as follows: .

A/@ #641 (871st) Returned to Walker immediately after
take off due to oil leak,

A/C #655 (871st) Landed at Herington at 1510 GCT. Fuel |
treansfer pump inoperative.

The remaining five aircraft attacked the priméry target.

| There were no personnel casuslties nor eny airecraft lost, missing or
damaged. Opposition from enemy aircreft was light, consisting of several
attacks from each of approximately ten P-51l's in the vicinity of Tampa,
Florida, Attacks were reported to have been poorly coordinated, lack of
knowledge of speed of B-29 apparently causing some confusion on the part of
the fighters, Gunners indicated that fighters made themselves vulnerable
to machine gun fire from B=29s,

Each aircraft was loaded with four 500 pound M43 practice bombs, A
total bomb load of 7 x 4 x 500: 14,000 pounds. Of these, 19 bombs (9,500
pounds) were dropped on the primery target. There were no obstructions to
visual bombing of the target, visibility being unlimited, The bomb impact
pettern was good, with the average mean point of impact at approximeately
1,100' circular, 129' over and 1,082' to the right. -

All aircraft landed safely at Herington, last eaircraft at 0251 GCT,
8 October 1944,

NARRATIVE SUMMARY: 499th Group

Sixteen B-29s (6 - 877th, 5 - 878th and 5 - 879th Squadrons) took off
from SHAAF, Salina, Kansas, 1245 to 1301 GCT, 7 October 1944, to attack
cayo Traviesa (21° 58N 81° 50W) in accordance with 73d Wing ¥.C. 9.

The Section assembled at 4,000 ft. at Neosho (30° OON 88° 42W) in
~route formation for the advance to the target. The section formation

o o
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consisted of the three-plane lead element and three four-plane "boxes",
Col. Samuel R. Harris, Group Commender, and Lt. Col., George A. Shealey,
Group S-3, in A/C #4644, accompanied the mission as an observer spere.

The advance to the initial point was made through a front at Little
Rock, Arkansas and 8/10 towering cumulus from the Gulf of Mexico to lend-
fall on the northern shore of Cuba, Weather over the target was CAVU. Route
back no change,

Frive A/C aborted, including the entire lead element and No. 1 and No. 4
plenes of the second element. All abortives were due to mechanical failures.,

The remaining 11 ships, including the observer spare, continued to the
target and dropped 36 - 500 1b. M43 practice bombs on the primary target from
30,000 feet at 1930 to 1941 GCT. The axis of attack was 91° 7. Two bombs
were dropped on the Secondary Target and two on the Alternate Target. TFour
bombs hung up in effective A/C and were brought back. Eight bombs were jetti-
soned and 12 others brought back by non-effective A/C.

Although only 11 A/C bombed the targets sand 4 bombs did not release, first
phase photo interpretation reveals 45 bombs hit in the Primary Target area,
This is due to other plenes over the target the sezme day, |

Of the 45 bomb hits plotted by the PI, 7 were from 400 to 1,000 feet from
the center of the target, 20 from 1,000 to 2,000 feet, 10 from 2,000 to 3,000
feet and 8 hits had a circular error of more than 3,000 feet.

The mission was intercepted both during the advance to the target and the
withdrawal, Twenty-six fighters made a total of 50 passes at the bombers, in-
cluding 5 AT-6s, 2 BT-13-As at Independence, XKansas, 9 P-47s at Leesburg,
Florida, 6 P-Ols end 5 P-47s at Tampa, Florida, and 1 BT-13 at Chanute, Kensas.
No attacks were made in the target area.,

Attacks were made 2ll around the clock from both high and level., P-5ls
did not attack. P-47s attacked from 12 to 6 o'clock with a few coordinated
beam attacks at 3 and 9 o'clock, meking from 4 to 5 passes each, and breaking
away from 50 to 300 yards. Trainer fighters, because of their lack of speed
were unable to repeat passes, Except for P-47s which used 2 and 3 plane
sections in attacks, all other attacks were by single ships without organized
plan, Since the B-29 gunners were equipped with live ammunition they tracked
fighters in sights only. No gun cameras were installed,

Thirteen A/C including non-effectives returned directly to SHAAF, landing
between 2020 GCT, 7 October 1944, and 0331 GCT, 8 October 1944,

One non-effective, A/C #4665, landed at Tulsa, Oklshoma, at 0020 GCT, 8
October 1944, for fuel and repairs before proceeding to SHAAF, landing at
0250 GCT, 8 October 1944,

One effective, A/C #4670, lended on a 3,000 foot runway at Stuttgert,
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AA & ATR TO AIR BOMBING Mission No.

Group or Wing

Date
Date of Mission
By
17, Enemy A. A. Fire: | Nil
18, Our Tactics VS A.A.: Nil
19, Air to Air Bombing and Rockets: Nil
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Group or Wing CONSOLIDATED MISSION REPORT . - P.0. No.
- ' Wission No.
g COMBAT DATA |

gg—-——'"““-' Date of Mission

50 Analvsis of atbtacks by enemy A/C

Legend x Totals
_'Attacks | Attacks
Level Level ' 23
Trom Above — — — From Above 14
From Below ---=-- \ From Below 0
__Enemy Aircraft B o

Destroyed X

| £/

// Destroyed
Probably 4 E/A Probably _
Desroyed , i Destroyed O
Damaged. s ' _ : E/A |

5 !l%?ﬂﬁﬂl______jgl__.

Number | 2% . [ Note: Lf any attacks made
Claimed o ' by 2-engine fighters,mark
Mhere possible show O on outside of line.Each

time of attack and

mark to represent one at-
type A/C attacking

tack unless specified to
. econtrary. ,

©]1. Yards at which E/A opened fire correlate this with direction of
| ) S T95 - attack in comment
aras
Xo. AJC
Piring
Comments

22. Types of enémy A/C attacking(Names & numbers

A99th BG - 3 AT& S P47 6 P-51 T BT-1% 497th BG - 10 P-5l

i P-4 6, P-47 |
23. Type and ac%u?g%% ene%ij%ge & %ype grojectile. (Range to which E/A

pressed home attack)

24, Enemy A/C markings: U.8.
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e e COMBAT DATA (eontinued) Mission No.
EY | | B | Date of Mission
s Enemy Tactics: 3 AT-6 and 2 BT-13A single attack from 8-10-2-4

o'clock - both high and level positions breakaway at 300 yds.
Attackers too slow for repeat attacks,
-2 P=-47 attacked from 12 o'clock high - Broke away
at 400 vds to 6 & 9 o'cloek |
2 P-47 attacked from 3 & 9 o'eclock - Broke away at
20 %,
6 P-51 d4id not attack
3 P=47 pursuit curves., 3 & 9 o'clock - Both sides
at once - Broke away at 50 yds. made 5 passes each,
1 BT-13 attacked from 1 & 6 o'clock - lMade one
double pass
_ 6 P-47 attacked from head on (11 o'clock) and
attacks varied back to 6 o'eclock each ship made at least 4 passes
10 P-51 attacked in pairs, from high at eight and
nine and out and down between three and five, using pursuit curve,
pressing attack to 350 yds,., Pairs were widely separated and in some
cases developed into single attacks. Attacks poorly coordinated and
A/C apparently misjudged speed of B-29 (190 IAS at 20, 000), however
P-51's had no difficulty in making three to four attacks each.

26, Znemy Formations: AT-6 and 2 BT-13A single ships attacking without
organized plan
P-47 Single ship

P=47 Single ship

P=-51 3 two plane formations

P=-47 3 plane formation

BT-13 Single planse

P=47 Pairs in trail

10 P-51 Approached in elements 6f two; attacked in

elements of two or singly and broke away singly.

o7, Our Tactics and Firepower VS Enemy A/C: Held formation and trailed
in sights and no evasive action taken,

28, Results of Hits on E/A: Nil

28a. Claims by A/C and by Gun Position: Nil

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED

Authority /DT o063

Hiveiineeeieninainniinigitwbootiotoontonontimrtoroa bt boodboooc b bordboenn boordbeeecboere beeen beeen benen beee benen benen benen tennn e e et et nen et e ek e e e e e e e i i i L | BYQ: NARA Date&%



Huuhindoonbmhindonbimdoubioodonbiodoabiondbiidboodiidbonlo



R s S S £ S

— . r
P ,I-rh.l...lﬂh_r.._.._l.\..:_..._.r__lu e TSRV PRI = T e T e

ol o i 4 . el Bty Sl § B TS

i e

Bl e -

-
o bl o il

i

. o s e

e s e s

:

|

:!ga.-r?r'

11



1L ifr-':;"1!=.ﬁ-|'f.'i-,-i't qrrrvdeeneinnnntnnnn e e ettt e et ettt et e et e et e e e ettt it ettt bttt it e it EREN - T

Tluntiniioibiotontinabanbimdionls

ﬂ' B 18

20 0 K
1110000



I,
3
i
'3
g

Rt |

L ERCT, T (LR PP g1

= s i .
iy -

hindonohimbionhidbiduonbidonbindeolooabiodooabiodvabiodvoluoaiod ool bioduobindooabodbooiobinduoabindoobiodomdoobiodoobindoaan oo



GROUP FO
499 CONSOLIDATED MISSION REPORT 48
DATE | i
12 OCT Ly BOMBING DATA - BATISTA
g coEn T -
E. A, POWELL- CUNFIDENT’A,_ 7 0CT L |

39 BOMB DATA (NO & TYPE BY A/C) 1O TARGET ATTACK DATA

\D PRACTICE NO. BOMBS § | HEADING | IAS | WIND |qor® LEggTH SIGHTING | RELEASE
: , oR TIME | ALTITUD
NOSE | TAIL | ARGl ; Gt e . SPCING | O
M101A2 |l Cayo Traviesa : lth 27100 919 170 =
ouz | o [ mes om0 | sm | 1% :
500 | & |ML01A2 " g 29000 880 185 Primary
- M1OLA2 u 11..36 30700 : 195 a Second =
M101A2 L 1438 | 30000 195
M1O1A2 " W5 2 800 195
8 ayo Traviesa f r'
M101A2 inau.la Dezapat 0
3 o . 1217 | 35 80
M101A2 | L4 Cayc Travie sa 1,431 | 30100 185
13 Ca.vo Traviesa INCRRESENS '
M1OlA2 |31 Peninsule L..:-n-,' J_| 29300 175
L | 500 M101A2 |l Cayo Traviesa | | 1h39 |[31800 195
RTINS T e N e T 180
AR L N B e T TR e e e T S e
4S7TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP “
L4 Cayo Traviesa | 31900 , g v Ty 5
| ]J438 32000 195 | ; Second :
3¢ 92° 19 = Second
90° 16¢ - e - Second
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