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Personnel interrcgated and ,ackground of each:

MACIT IFURA. Kingo, head of Pclice Section of Airp
Defonca Gereral Healdguarterg in T0J0 (Cabiret (August
Gy - July 1944), Presenily Lieut. Governor of
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complete gtatement)
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Interrogator: Col JOHN B. WARDEN, FA,

Interpreter: Mr, Shoji HIRAI

Allied Officers Present: Lt Col J. H. AHRENS
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Summary:
This interrogation is concerned principally with ascer-
taining information regarding the responsibilities, duties,

and relationships among the several police agencies of the

Police Bu:reau (KEIBC KYOKU) of the Ministry of Home Affairs,
and the Police Burcau of the Air Defense Headquarters, par-

ticularly those concerned with civilian defense, together with

incidental 72ivilian defense information,
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MACHIMURA, Kingo

Graduated from the Imperial Umiversity in 1923, majoring
in jurisprudence. Immediately after graduation, he was con-
nected with the police of AOMORI prefecture as an apprentice
official for two years. Then he wenit to SHIZUOKA prefecture
where he was Chief of Commerce and Industry, Chief of Public

Order, and Chief of Fisheries (three different offices) for
four years.

He then went into the Ministry of the Imperial Household
where he had charge of the Forestry Department. Then he became
Secretary to the Minister of the Imperial Household (not a
cabinet minister) for six years. \

He hecame Chief of the Police Department of MIE and GIFU
for two years, up to 1937, Then he became Head of the Police
Board of the Home Affairs Ministry for one year, four months.

He became Chief of the Personnel Department of the lMinistry
of Home Affairs for one year, eight months,

He became Governor of TOYAMA for two years, four months.

Then he became Chief of the Police Board of the Ministry
of Home Affairs (KEIHO KYOKUCHO) for one year, four months.
During that time he had charge of the Defense Department
(KEIBO KYOKUCHO) of Air Defense General Headquarters (BOKUSO=-
HOMBU) for one year.

He was out of position for seven months; then became
Governor of NIIGATA for two months; then became Chief of the
Metropolitan Police Board for four months, from April to
August., .

He is now Lieutenant Governor of Tokyo lMetropolitan Dis-
Lriev.

INTERROGAT ILION

Qe Mr.‘MACHIMURA, Kingo, you were director of the Police Bureau
of the Home Affairs Ministry from April 1943 to July 1944,
is that correct?

A, From August 1943 to July 1944,

. Who was Minister of Home Affairs at that time?

A, Mr., AN DO, Kisaburo.,

HQ. That is, General ANDO?

R. ¥Yes, Slr.

Q.  And that was in the cabinet of Premier TOJO?

A. Yes,

Q. In the Ministry of Eome Affairs at that time, what was the
title of the official who handled police affairs?

A, Director (KEIHO KYOKUCHO).
Qe To whom is the director of the Police Bureau responsible?
A., He is responsible to the Minister of Home Affairs because

the Minister of Home Affairs issued all orders to the dir-
ector of the Police Burcau,
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Vhat departnents were under your bureau?

Police Affairs Section (KEIMU K7A), Administrative Section
(GYOSEIKEISATSU KV7A), Foreign Affairs Section (GAIJI KWVAh),
Economic Peace Preserving Section, (KEIZATHOAN KWA), Peace
Preserving Section (HOAN KWA), Censorshle Section (KENETSU
KWA), Police Guard Section (KFIBI KWA)., GYOSEIKEISATSU
was knewn as KEIBI KWA during my administration.

At the national level, does the secret police ccntrol the
Department of Cencorshin In other words, censorship
(KENETSU K74) is under the control of HOAN KWA) o

No, it is under the director of the Police Bureau, The

Department of Censorship and the Peace Preserving Section
(HOAN K7A) were on the same level,

That denartment in the Police Bureau handled air-raid pro-
tectior or civilian defense?

The Police Burezau did not have anything to do with civi-
lian air defenses. But the administrative section chief
(KEIBIKACHO) had something to do with air defenses in a
small degrec.

The Police Bureau had nothing to do with the Air Defense
General Headquarters at the naticnal level, is that cor-
rest

ic, but I was chief of the Police Bureau (XKEIBO KYOKU) of
the Alr Defense General Headquarters. In that Bureau 1
had connection with civillan alr aefense.

Is there a Public Peace and Order Department in the Po-
lice Bureau?

Ies, 51T
In which one of these sections or departments does it fall?

The Peace Preserving Section (HOANK7\) included maintcn-
ance of order and handled intelligence cases.

Which department handled criminal affairs?

The Police Affairs Section (KEIMUKIA).

At the National level, which departmnent of your Bureau cone-

cerned itself with fire protection matters and fire pre-
vention?

During ny tenure of office, fire prrevention matters were
handled by the Pollce Guard Seetion (KEIBIK7A)., Subseq-
uently it was changed to the GYOSEI KEISATSUXTA (admin-
istrative departnents) (See C.D:D« chart)

Did the secret pclice handle counter-espionage matters?

No, the Foreign Affairs Section (GAIJIX7A) handled that.

Now, the Air Defense General Headquarters was organized about

1 Noverber 1943 by General ANDO, is that correct?®

Yes, sir. It was not organized, but it was planned. 1t
did not take effect until the following January.
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At that time was there any change made in the Police Burecau?

Not in this Bureau but in the Prefectural Police Office,
in force and strength,

In other words, the prefectural police were strengthened at
that time on the profectural level but no departments

were introduced?

No, 'not in the Home Affairs Ministry.

At the prefectural level, were there new departments in-
troduced?

No prefectural offlces nor-new departments were crecated
but the nunbzr of personnel was increased.

"That department in your Bureau interested itseclf in matters
of evacuation of the populace?

It had nothing to do with evacuatiocn matters.

las there anyone in the Prefectural Police Office ho
issued instructions to police as to how those evacuaticn
nlans were to be carrlied out?

Yes, at the prefectural level.

'That 1s your present connection with the metropolitan Tokyo
governnent?

I am Vice-governcr at the nresent tine,

Are you familiar with the Metropolitan Police Bcard cper-
ation?

i wag ehief of the MetrOﬁolltan Police Board at the tire
of The Suzukil ministiv.

1s “ehief" the correct Title?

1 think that is ceorrect,

And you think it is a board, not a bureau?

I think 2 board would be the correet. thifng,

It was established by Imperial edict, was 1t not?

Yes,

Tell., in the Imnperiacl edict what was the Jananese nanec
2 | )
foP 4T, burssn or board?

In Japanese the nlace of the office is KEISHISOMUXAN and
the person, chief, 1s called KEISHICHO,

We are at a loss to understand why emergency medicol ser-
vice was under the police. Can you explain the reasocon?

In principal, the regional government is supposed to tzake
care cf cmergency natters but in case of air raid or any
distrubances, regional people will not come out cn duty
but the peclicemen will, so in the opinion of the welfare
ministry, 2 pcliceman would be more canable of taking
care of encrgency natters,
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But pclice are not trained, are they, other than in first 2id?

)
®

Ae. Policement were not trainced execent to carry the wrounded to
the hospital.,

During ycur time as directcr of the Pclice Burecau in the
Alr Defense General Headquarters, did you have anything to
dec with the organlzation of doetors and nurses for civi-
lian defense on the national level?

B
@

Ae 1 did nect have any authority.

Qe "lere you familiar with how it operated?
s 1 knew in gencral,

(o "las th» nedical professicon in Japan corganized for war by
the Neticvral Dezicuy of Doctors and Surgecns, or how

Yieig 1C done’

Ae Yes, they werc orgonized.

S
o

Under what head?

ae At the time, Alir Defonse Headquarters (BOKUEOINMBU). The
section that handled the business cases would know about
1% '

Qe The business affairs section of Air Defense Headquarters
(BOKUHOLBU) ?

Q. Just as general infermation, do you hanpen to know whether
vhere 15 a2 national scelety of nhysicians?

A. Yes, it is called DAI NIPPON ISHIKAI.

Qe And did that association undertake the recruitnent of
Qoetors anpc nurses and training of people in Tirst aild?

As L dontt know for sures I think they did,

Qs Does the Police Bureau in the Ministry of Hone Affairs
have any directive control over the poliece of the nre-
Iecture and the-large citles?

As XYes, sir, the Minister of Home Affairs had the governing
authority over the prefectural governor and the pre-
fectural governor had authority over the prefectural
prolice forces.

O
L, |

Did the gecverncr of the prefecture have ccntrol cver theo
police of the city of Nagecya, for example?

Ae Ycs, sir. The prefectural governcr had authority over all
of the police forces. Authorities were dependent upon
the geverncrs asnd scldon would the Minister of Hone Affairs
say ruch about 1t except in a case where 2 gener-l crder
was needed,

Qe Ani that would be issued from the Ministry of Home Af-

TeirsYy

i":'k. r‘:;'s, Sir.
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Can you tell me whether or not in the rural arcas of the
prefecture there is a 8separate police forece that is recs-
ponsible only to the governor of thc prefecture?

Yes, the governor had the authority.

Can you describe from your own knowledée‘juét what dutiecs
prefectural police performed. How did they operate?

In the small eities or small communities one or twe policee

nen were stationed. Their main business was to cateh
thieve Se

"Tere they notorized?
All they had at best was a bicyele.,
And they would cover about what territory?

It would depend a good deal upon the location and places,
but in small places each policement had chargae of 500
to 1000 people; in other cases as nany as 10,000 people.

Can you tell ne how the police and fire departments .arc
integrated in the prefectural government?

In the big cities or big prefectures they had firc depart-
ments composed of regular firemen but in the small cities

or places, volunteer fire brigades were organized, called
KEIBODAN, | ‘

"/ere the firemen public officiaks wearing a badge of authe
ority the sarce as the police? Terec they deputized as
policemen? _ |

Yes sir.

As an example. At a fire, if a citizen cormitted a ceriminal
act such as looting or stealing something from the housec
that was on fire, could the fireman make an arrest?

In principal, firemen do not have the authority, but in
Japan when a person is ecaught red-handed in a certain act,

~the fireman could take the action,

That administrative control over the police and firemen

would the mayor or head man of a city exercise?

The mayor did not have any authority over policemen or
fire_departmentlpeOple. =y

A1 authority’wés vested in the chief of police of the
city? ‘ ' 8

Yes sir.

And the chief of police was responsible directly to the

governor-of the prefecture? -

Yes sir, But in a small ecity.vhere there was no regular
fire department, the mayor could exercise contrcl over
the volunteer fire brigades (XEIBODAN), -

Now, during war-time, what means were employed to augment
or supplement the regular police forces throughout the
Hation? "as it done by volunteer auxiliaries or how?
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Mainly volunteer fire brigades (KEIBODAN) augmnented the
nolice forces, But in the case of fires, school students
augnented then.

tJas the regular pazid police force in the cities increased?

Gradually decreased in nunmber.

r

Was that because of the military draft of the Army and Navy?

Yes sir. Efforts were made to increase it but drafting
decreased 1T, - ~ ,

That was the nilitary draft age in Japan?
19 to 45,

In peace-time, what were the age limits of paid nclice-
F s Y , s a2 §
rien 18 the sltles’

20 years and no linit at the top except in some prefectures.
But I an nct sure of what age was set as a maxirum 1n
theosce cases.,

-

Tell, during war-tine, did they supplenent the ranks of
the naid policemen by bringing in older nen beyond the
milltary ggev

During the war-time, in order to increase the number, they
had what they called the “"Young Mcen's Fire Brigade' or
nolicemen who really had nclicemen's clothing but dd not
in principle have the power of arrest. They were firemen
as well as policemen, They had an agé linit during peace-
tinme but the age linit was taken out during war-time. |

In the civilian defense organized under voluntcer fire
brigades (KEIBODAN), were there auxiliary police units
that went into action during azn air rald?

In iy opinion they did considerable work during an air
Poln .

You nmean the student groups or part of the Neighborhood
LAssocization Groupsy

The voluntary fire brigades (KEIBODAN) and the student
grouns did the werk, but in certain instances, they did |
not do their duty to the fullest extent. 2%
"That training did they receive?

Voluntary fire brigades (XKEIBODAN) had regular training
courses planned by the chief of police. £t B

He conducted the training that they received?

Yes sire.

How were they equipned and uniformed?

They had the regular uniform showing rank on the collar.
They hadn't any weapon?

No weapons.,

They carried no badge or authority except the collar in-
sicnia? -
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As Collary Iimsignls chnlys

0., Sinee the police had contrpl of alyr-raid protection organ-
ization in acticn, fror whon dicd the Police Bureau and
the Ministry of Here Affairs receive instructions concern-
ing z2ir-raid protecticn? 1In other words, did the Air
Defense General Headquarters come over to yocur Bureau
from tine to tire to give instructions as to what they
warnited the pclice and the nation to do conecerning air
arids?

Ae In principle, the Eastern Army Headgquarters would issue
crders based upcn what they thcocught was geoilng to happen,
but invariably there was nc time for these channels, so
everyone did whatever they could at the tine because they
did nct have time to follow the channel or crder -- before
this emergency cane up, they gencrally knew abcut hat to
tc in case of fires, |

R |

Qe The Eastern Arnmy Headguarters would come into the Minis-
try of Home Affairs and nake certaln suggestions abcut
defense natters?

he Tos B1Y,

Q. “hat stens would your Burecau take to carry out thcse in-
gtrueticns®

Aes DBy telenhone.:

®,
9

You did carry then out?
As L688 sl1P. JIhe Ministry of Home AfTolPs parriecd thern outbs.

Qe 'lere they generally conplied with by the governors of
prefectures? '

Ads 1 Tthink they were gernerally carried outs

0. Did the governors of the nrefectures exercise =any rights

1 o -~ V " r "'[‘ - B

.~ d ~ - ) _-)
- " " . Kt T - . [ ; - -~ s »
.-.l..l.-is_.. I'*' A 8 \f -.]-..L. _:{:J‘ Y S _:....l - J.inl.l: ...Ll..._t.,' - _'.L'_......:. eole il e 4 . iy R i -..I L' !

A. I think they had the nrivilege.

e« Tiebe these instructions lszued in the forn of orders or
suggestions, or just general advice?

Ae It all depended, ©Sone came by order, sore by suggestion
and sorie hy advice. |

Q. 'Tell, in natters of great importance, would the order
be issued by Imperial ordinance?

Ae I don't think they cane through by edict.

Qe '"hat do you know about the Air Defense Research Bureau?
"las 1t under the KEIBOD./N?

Ae That was a nart of the Hone Affairs office. It had no
connection with KEIBODAN,

Qe Did any part of the work of the research bureau core
under police control?

Ae My departnent had nothing to do with it.
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De Was the Air Defense Training School organized under your
Burcau® '

£k Yes.

Qs When was thot organized?

As It was in existcncee before 1 came into office.
Qe You don't know vhen?

A, I think the training school was organized just before the
outbreak of the war,

De "here was this training school located?

A. I think at TODORIKICHO SETA GAYA.
Qs Do you know who was in charge of it?
A. OBATA, Haru Kazu, had charge of the.training schocl. He

is in OSAKA now, prefecture of 0SAKA, and has charge of
the Econonics Division in the prefecture of OSAKA.

0« What type of trginine did tThey undertakey

Ae I didn't even go to ses The Training schoel snd left
everything to the chicf =z2nd didn't get in touch with the
school personally so I don't know much about it.

R« Did they tesech fire-fighting, rescue, first-sld, sells-
nrotection, how to fight incendiary fires, or what did
they do in these schools? |

A. All these that you mentioned. Merbers of the KEIBODAN
had instructions in all those thingse.-.

Qe Did they also teach gas defcnse?
A. I think thev did. ’

Q. Did your Bureau exercise any control over the Ncighborhood
Assoclatlions’

A, Yes, I had ccntrol over the Neighberhood Assoclations.

(s Just whot wes the nature of the controls Yas 1T rigid
control or weas it in an advisory capacity? |

A It was of an =zdvisory egapacity, not orders, Plans were
made at the Hone Affairs Ministry and sent out to the
prefectural governors and the prefectural governors modi-
fied thenm and they were scent to the ‘-Neighborhood Associa-
tions in an advisory naturc, |

Q. Well, the Neighborhood Association was a national group,
was 1t not?

e YLS Sire

0. Did your Burcau have anything to say about the selection
of the hecad of 1t~?

A. Nothing to do with thce selection of the head.
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Did tho governnent subaidize thce work of the Neighborhood
Associations in any way?

I am not surc but I do not think there was any subsidy
to the Necighborhood Association.

Tere any of the funds allocated to the operation of your
Burcau spcnt gn the Neighborhcod Asq0011tlons°

I think sorme funds were spent 1n guiding fhf Neighborhood
A550013t10ns.

Well, wero you not rosponq1blw ok tho‘PXP@nthHT““ of
public funds in your denartment?

All the roncy they would spend was in the public issuc
of parmhlets but the expenses were paild by the local
brofectures and towns and townships. _ T

Was there a represontative of the national association
group located in your office a2t all tines? -

Do you mean represcntative ot the Ncishborhood Associn- -
tlony

Yess Was thore soricbody in your office that you could
eonfer with on those natters at all tires? .

No.

That rclaglonshins, if any, oxisted between your office
annd the @ecat Japesn Alr Defensc Assoclation’

The Air Defense Association did not do rmeh of the work
excent dissemination of pamphlets cnd supnllies =-- 1T
really did not do the work of actual alr delfensese ‘1he
Home Ministry Office did not think rmich of it, 80O
naturally they didn't have much to do with it.

That Association ralsed money did it not, from public
subseriptions

Y(“ = ’

But your Burcau hadn't anything to do with the governnent
subsidy, is that correcct?

Tt did ot hove tmach ooritaet with the Alr Doferise Assoelo-
tioh, 2

What were the principal prlblems confrontlnr your Burca

1 9

ARl Tho petigl of JourT 1Lnanbongy

J

~ ]

As the war progresscd, thc ninds of the peonle were be-
ginning to change tOW1rd tho carrying on of the war,

It was prineinally with those nreblcers that 1 haa difille
cnulties,

Did the vate of orine 1nNcYreaso: .

There was a gener: 21 dceline in the nunter of police cases
but ecrimes duc to cconrmrmice problems such as black markets
increascd quitce a bit,

Was 1t the duty of your Bureau to enforce the ratvioning
regulaticns?
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Ay 1T was not o part of my dublos

Qe What was your inpression concornlng the attitude of the

people toward the .danger of air rdids at the time you
took office in 1943%

A, Although they had nesns of training for air deiense, as the
war rovressod they didn't have rmeh confidence of copilng
with the situs tlon. Besides, at first the Navy rather
took the negative attitudce that alr defense by civilians
was not necossqry bOCﬁHSL they claimed that no eneny
planes could comne over Tokyc. But later, of course, '
that wesn't soe The Army people also did not take
positive means of nrotecting civillans and I an very .
doubtful whother those conditions would have wet the :
81tu*tlon.

Q. People felt at that time that they would not suffer ony :
gir ralds on thelr najor eltlas?t -

Ao YC‘S.
Os And that was the general attitide ©f. the publich
Ly XYou aip,

(e Did that affect the interast of the publiec 1n Tralning
for civilian defensc?

A No. They were not enthiisliastic but they dld Traln Thcr-
sclves boecruse they were told to. DBut it wesn't on their
own initiativo.

O« "ell, dld they attend ncetlings in the nelghborhood very
freely and were therc large crowds? Did they have cn-
thusiastie response tTo thelr tralning program?

As Thoe neonle attended the necetings but 1t was because every-
Y o~ A

vy wente They didn't have much enthusiasm,
Qe They didn;t have any inccentive to go to the meetlng?

As No, cverybody wonta

Bs Well, 1z 1P truc that people were pald to atiend meetlugs?y
Ls I don't think they were paild.,

Qe Did the governnent pay them to attend mectings?

A. No, the government did net pay for the meeting,

Qs Your fricnd, Goeneral ANDO, sald that they did,

A, But he referrcd to voluntary fire brigade (KEIBODAN)
naonlc,

Qs No, I am talking about the individual cltizens who atten
ded the mpctings. -

Ae In my opinion, General ANDO was noct 1n a position to know
the details,

Ny, How did the pcople generally rospbnd to the rbntrlctions
that wore: nut upon them by air raid regulaticns?

‘.
l :
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People as a rule would rcspond, not because they wanted
to but they hed to beecause it was the law, but the nmajor-
1ty of thc pconle doubted whether this sort of thing
couid cope with the conming situation,

What was the pcnalty irmposed by the police if a man re-
fused to coopercte in air-raid protection measurcs?

I don't renmcmber the cexact details of the laws bat, Yor

exanple, 1T tTho people did not abide by thoe blucxmut

rcgulations, thuy were fined, Thbra were penalties of

wri)on sentences, but they did not go so far. But they
ould inmprison thern,

What part did thce sceret police play in air-raid protcc-
tion%

In my opinion the sceret police did not do cnough to war-
rant mentlioning .

Did they report anybody who refused to take an interest in
the defense of the homelandy who refused to join in and

hHelp fight f]Pw“ and take training; or Join one of the
block groups?

I cannot say for surc that therce were such cascs, but I zn
in doubt whether thoey really werked to that coxtent,

They were under your control, were they not?

YG‘S 9

What action did the sceret police take townrd ncople who
were not in sympnathy with the war?

It wes onc of their duties to watch those nconle that did
not tuke a sympathetic attitude toward the carrying out
o Tho war defaensos,

"hat action Aid the secret police take toward those neonle
who wanted thoe war to stop -- that were talking about
neaca?

During nmy tenure of officey, I did not come in contact with
anyonc that wonuld say he wdnted NEACO .

""hat was the gencrel outlook of the necople after the B=29
ralds had started?

L was out of office 2t the tine of the first raid of B-29's,
just an ordlinnry eltizon,

As a cltizen, what wes your gencral irpnression?

The first timc I saw a B=29 was sometince in Novenber,

1t was at noontinc and I was on a station nlatform when I
saw 12 B=29's fly over my head. They did not dron a

bonb but 1 was very much afraid. But sincce thot tine I

have not becn quite so frightened even though I saw

B—29{So

""hat was the gencral attitude of the pecople? Did they
think air-raid ﬁPOtLCt]OH was futilc after th: hcavy
raids?

The public bogan to rcalize that the equipment and general

. A

-
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preparation for dir raids were futlle, especially on the
roids of March 9th and 10th in Tokyo. They realized that
what they had done so far was futile and they all wantoed
to evacuatc Tokyo,

Qe Bcforce the heavy reoids and during your tenurc of office,
do you think that the government did all thcy could to
provide air-raid protcetion for the peonle and did the
covernment consider that the nmeasurcs they had taken
werae adequatc?

A. At that time, thoey thought that was the best they could do
under the circumstances but looking back now, all they
h:d done was futile.

Q, During your carcor as a policeman, 1f you had the op-
nortunity to do it over again, what changes would you
nake?

A, At that time I had to cope with limlited material and
1imited eonditions but 3f I had to do it over and 1t 1
had the naterials, timc, and manpower, I could changc
the construction of the buildings and give the peonle
better shelters ~nd nore firce=-fighting equipment such
as cngines, pumps, and everything attachcd to air de-
fensess

Qs "ould you have recommended any change in tha governnant
sctup at the ton to aveid some of the confusion that tock
nlacac?

L Minlstors of Horie Affolrs hod to cope with alr delfcnscs
but in reality Ministers of War had all the say about 1t
and he could not do rmuch., Also, tho positlion of The au-
thoritics was hard to define and if I had to do it over,
I would try to nake the position of authorities de-
finite, fix definite resvonsibility.

D
®

In other words, you would fix definite responsibility for
cach phase of 1t%

Ae Positions of rcsnonsibility to bc morc definite. At the
sane tire, in ny opinion, if tho Army had actually cone
out to carry on civilian defensc, it would have becn
rmich botters

0. Do you think that the government started nlanning for
civilicn defonse in anmple tire?

Ae I think they had cnough timc for planning but i1n actually
carrying it out, therc was morc of a problen,

e
o

Did your Police Burcau have any intelligence on air dafeonse
organization fron the Gernans?

Ly I dor't think I had direet invelllgcnoss

0. "hat coxchange of information concerning strictly polilce
measures did you have with German autho:itlcs?

A, My staffs hod communications with the German Embassy.
There was a German policeman in the Embassy and ny
staffs always conrunicated with hin, but 1 nyself
personally did not cormrmunicato.

€2
L

Are you feniliar with the German police methods of civilian
provoctliont

A. I 5m ot Tanmiliar with then,
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