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A STUDY OF THE ORIGINAL DRAFT OF WANG HUNG-HSU'S
MING SHIH LIEH CHUAN KAO

Hou Jen-chih

This is a study of the part of the original manuscripts of the Ming Shih
Lieh Chuan which is still preserved. It consists of six volumes. Throughout
the work there are corrections aud comments which are written in four different
cblors. The corrections, which are made apparently either for improving the
style or for correcting the facts, well indicate that the man who was responsible

" for them mmust have been very leammed in the subject. ‘T'he manuscripts are
traditionally attributed to Wan Ssii~f ung, a great historian of the early Ch'ing
dynasty who had collaborated in the compilation of the Ming Shih, But the
tesult of careful study by the present writer proves that they are really the
original draft of Wang Hung-hsii's Ming Shik Lieh Chuan Kao. ‘The cor—
tections and comments in the maunscript were also done by Wang Hung-bsi,
‘This discovery is significant, It will help to settle the controversial problem
concerning the authorship of the Ming Shih Kao. For, most of the historians
of the Ch‘ing dynasty, such as Yang Ch'un and Wei Viian, condemned Wang "
as being superﬁciai. They believed that he used Wan Ssii-t ung’s Mi.g Shih
as the basis of the work which he claimed to be his own and employed some
unkown'sAcholars to make arbitrary corrections, ‘This belief is still shared by
many modern Chinese sch[)lars. The i)reSent study will prove that whether
or not Wan’s manuscripts were used as the basis of Wang's Ming Shih Lieh
Chuan Kao, his profound knowledge of the history of the Ming dynasty as
shown by his original msuuscript is beyond any dispute.






