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REPORT
OF CarTAIl BLAUVALLET
Bearing on his imprisonment at Japanese Kempei Tai Head-
quarters between March and Au~ust 1945. SAIGCN

I. Apnointments h-14 by ma previous to 9 largh,

-Chief of G2 on the Staff of the D«CeCe /Cochin China and Cambodia
DiViSion-

. -Assistant to Ceneral DILSIC for all questions corcerning the
"Regsistance" and by virtue of this title, Liaison Officer between General
DELSUC, the Chie” of the local SA /iActive Servi ce/ (Captain PAU.ELLS) and the
political dels-ave (MONSIETR NICOLAU),

TI. Cireums* nces of mv imprisonmesnt at the Japanese Kempei Tai Head-

. VAL ters.,

'ade prisoner on 9 March at 2115 hrs. at the Staff Office of the
D.C«Cs /Cocliin China and Cumbodia Division/. I vas at first interned at the
Yrisones of .ar Camp in the "uarter.

On 17 March, in the morning Kempei /Japenese/ in civilian clothes
came to feteh me and took me to Japanese Kempei Tai Headquarters (Chamber of
Cormerce). There I was interrogated by a non-commissionedofficer of the
Kempei tai in civilian clothes (whom I believe to be the 4djutant SUMIT 070,
I state definitely now that all interrogations were conducted twough inter-
preters, some Japanese, others au.amites or half-breeds of ambiguous origin.
Most of them s oke Frenc. very badly.

The interrogator asked me Tirst some questions on the povers of G2
and then accussd me "of L wving done wrong to the Japanese Army" and reguired
me to give him vhat information I had on the French S.R. /Intelligence Bureau/

and the civilian organizations of the S«R. and of the Resistance of which he
cons idered me to be the chief.

I confined myself to denying that I was the chief of such organiza-
tions, and as the interroz-tion became more pressing in order to obtain the
information which he desired on the 3.R. and the Resistance "in order," he said,
":hat the Japanese army could destroy them", I emphesized in my reply that I
would answer his guesticns only in so far as the infomation whiea ha might
ask for should not be consilered by me os secret. This renly angered him. Ie
grasped his pistol and bade me remernber that T was "in s power". Sczeing that
I kept silence he informed me that he c2rned to ecnsider me as &n officer, that
I was going to be shut up oard allotted to mors unkind interrogators.

I was, in fact, takon into a buildins ad joining the Chamber of Com-
merce where some cells had been set up. ¥ badses of rank were talten away from
me as well as the greater nart of my effects except a: understirt and shorts.

I was imprisoned in cell 3 where there were already some Iuropeans (among whom
mere llessrs. KERJ Zall, DATNILOSE, SALLON and two Annamite common criminals.
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III. Life at the Jasanese Xempei tai Headquarters.

I mae a digressicn here in order to describe what as the routine

imposed on Turopecan detaineces by the Japanese Xempei! tai. The Japanese
Xempei tai had set w, in a building adjoining the Chamber of Commerce (situ-

ated on the left, as one enters by the main gate), six cells. For t-is purpose
they had made use of six magazines and had closed their inner openings with
crills made of wooden bars, Those prills gave a veriteble cage-lilke aspect
to the cells. They ellowed the guards to vateh the detain-es all the time,
The entrance was a little door less than 1 metre in height rfastened with a
padlocek. The cells were about 4 metres by 5, with nlank floors amd perma-

nently l1lit by a central lam. :

A wooden bueket with & couver was put at the disposul of the im-
srisoned for their needs. It vac emptied daily by a detainee accompanied by
a sentry. Some straw mats, about one betwveesa two weres distributed among the
prisoners. I: the evening bedding vas given out on an avera e of one piece

for three persons,

There were three meals a day, one about 8 o'clock, the second

abeut noen, tie third about 1300. we'h meal consisteld of a ball of rice and

~i ther a piece of salted cucumber or a2 vegetable soup (not very a petizing

but senerally edible). This soup was distributed in porringars et the rate
of one for four or five detainees, who vere furthermorc compelled to help

themselves with their {ingers.

, 1ittle tea or 1ot wvater w.s distributed under the sane conditions

after each meal and before bedtime {one porringer to three or four). After
the end of "ay t ere were fairly frequent sunplementary distributions of
tea in the interval betwecen meals (one in the morning, one in the afternoon).

The time was talton up as follows: Reveille about 0700, meals under

the conditions cutlined above, in the evening, towerd 21C0, roll call, in-
spection by the duty officer, recitation by the detainees, aloud, of a notice
vritten in French, Annamite, Jopanese, and entitled "To the risoners,” be-
cinning with this phrase w:ich 28 not wvithout savor: "Corrects himself with

a view tovard a better future" and enumerating the duties of prisoners: dis-

cipline, silence, etc. « «» , after tie rcll-call, distribution of covers of

tea and /then/ to bed.

In the interval between roveille and ~oing to bed the detaineces were

farced to remain seated "tailor-fashion." Certain NeC.O. of the guard (the
majority even) urohibited the detainees from leaning against the walls. This
prolonged sitting position, without su.port, was particularly fatiguing.

1k In fact, they availed

& iN®

The detainees did not L ve the right to te
themselves of their gurards' lapses of attention to converse in lov voices,and

the bits of news (or lies) brought by thicse last arrested circulated fairly

rapidly.
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The hygienic conditions im>osed on the detaineces vere lamentable,
If my memory serves me Well, between 17 larch and 10 JTunec there were at
most tiwree shovers ‘none between 20 Mareh and 9 May). The interned women and
some of the sick (ircludin: me from 9 "y to 10 June) bznefitted from a more
favoraoble regimen end had a shover (unfortunately without soap) almost every
day. I mey add that &t night t'.e mosquitoes ware VeTy numerous in the cells
and that it was very hot there. Tio quota wes actvully raised to 20 detainees
per cell (for an area of 20 meters /sin/).

ledical care was proviled bv a Japan23se attendert vwho came around
. very irregularly. The cars was lim? ced, mereover, to apilico:ions of iodized
alecohol or sulphur solution. to eye Waches and the iistrilution of quinine,
The intervention of a prysicinn vas very rare. And furtvisr, it ws most often
without effect. The g:iriovsiv sick were not cared . - insufficiently cared

for, and the only msasi-re thei miZ2'iv have been efficacious for them, evacuation
to a hospital, was deciiad on tro late.

. ; Of the six detainees 7ho to My knowledge died at Kemnei tai Head-
quarters or shortly after their relsase therefrom (1. POURNIYER, Mp, NICOLAU,
. Mr. CLABIRT, Maior LUNGZLL iR R wVUS . TIOT. and Me. BIRTRAND) the
majority died boti from the bad ireatwent undergone and from a lacl: of care.

A last point remeins concerning life in the cells of the Japanese
Nempei tais e attitnde of the guards of the g rd-house. The guard-house
Was commanded by a non-com:issioned officer of the "empei tai. His contingent
was slix or seven men at the beginning, reduced later to four or five. The
guards vere soldiers of tle land arny on detached duty with the Kempei tai.

Cer cain of the N, C., 0. guard-house commanders, or soldiers of the
guard, gave evidence under variogs circumstances of creat brutality. They
inflicted on t'e detninees whom they cceused, sometimes wronzfully, of having
spoken or of having “woehaved, painful :unishments: blows with a stick, often
very violent, whipnirg with a leather belt, standing up with arms in %the air
or extended for severzl hours.

It siouvld he :wted thet eertain Japanese non-c¢ommissioned of'ficers and
soldiers maintained 2 proper ana at times even a Kind attituda. They were on
the whole proper vis-a-vis women.

The foregoing exno~» shows that the mere Tact of incarceration in
the cells of the Japanese FKer ini tai imposed on the Turcop:ans who urdervent it
a truly miserable life., The deplorable hygienie cc: ltione, unplessiii, nromis-
culty with the ordinary Annamite or Chinese lambreakers, food insufficient
in quantity and especially in cuvelity, physical favigue due to tiic discomfort
ol the positions which were impos¢d and a very painful morale impression, that
0f being treated as beasts by savages.

The « uestions and the brutalities accompanying them canstituted a
further cause of suffering for those of the internces vho had to submit to ther,
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IVe My Stay_at the Xempei Tai Headquartaera.

Incarcerated 17 March I remained at the Japanese Xempei tai Hend-
cvarters till 11 June on which date I 'as transferred to Central Jsrison. I
.as taken ara’'n to the Kempei tai Hecdquerters 2 July and remained there
until 2 Auzust. On that date T mas freed at the same time as Captain +AULILLS
nd sent to the internee Civil Camp at the Normal School and then admitted

to the GRALL llosnital 22 Aucust.

On 2 Au-ust before my liberation I 'ms led with Captain 2 AU/ILLS
before Adjutant SUILCTO /TNg sie/, vho reed us a lecture sayin; that we had
both merited being s ot fur having wished "to destrcy the Nipponese Army", and
thet, if we had na’ court martial, e shovld certainly hove beoen sentenced 1o
death. That moreover, by a special favor of the Jaranese ligh Command, it had
been agreed thut we should be trea.ed as military personnel anl sent to an
internm:nt camp on condition that we shouvld thenceforth keep quiet.

Vo Life at Central krison.

Some brief indications of the life at Central FPrison whose conditions
thouzh preferable tc those of the Japanese ‘empei tai leadcuarter

s, were still

very uncomfortable.

e

Juropean detainces ccming from the Kempei tai Headquarters had been distributed
rooms (7 end 8, I believe,) to the number of 26 and 42, respec-

At the time T was at Central Prison (from 11 June to 2 July) the

into two large
tively.

The rooms wvere largze enough, light, and vell ventilated. The de-
tain es slept on a mat placed right on the cement. A tub filled with potable
water p2rmitted drinking and washing. rom time to time, aliost ever' day,
thie detaineces were able to o out on the verandah situated in front of the

cells. A vater vlug made it vossible to take a chover thers.

It was possible to converse freely in the rooms. The rooms vere

locked and th> sole Jepanese gurard was posted outside vnder the werandah.
conzral, one micght say that the Jopanese guards who were on duty at Central
irison vere correct: csrtain ones even sezemed to be trying to show kindness by

distributing cigarettes.

In

There were two meals a dav, one about 1030, the other about 1700.
Further, about eight o'cloek in the morning a little tea was distributed. The
meals consisted of rice (generally red rice) with a little dried fish (generally

suoiled or almost) or a little fresh fish (some fish heads floating in a

salty sauvce) or a hard-boiled egy or some bits of btacon fat; further a piece of

pumpkin or, by way of exception, a sweet potato or a piece of manioe. On the
whole these meals vere very insufficient.
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An Annamite attendant who came by fairly irrepularly (once cor twice
a weelk) who wes vsually impolite to the patients and seemed uninterested in
them, took /medical/ care of us. During my stay at Central Prison I was ser-
iously ill, suffering froum boils, infected itch, swelling of the legs, and
was also in a state of great feebleness, being barely able to hold myself on
my feet and speading all my nights without being able to sleep. Although I
pointed out my state each time the attendant came by, I was unable to zet
myself evacuated to a hospital or even visited by a physician,

On the other hand, I wish to point out that one warden of Cantral
srison named ROSEITIAL (European or mixed) who had remained on duty succeeded
in passing some news into the cells, in forvarding correspondence both ways
between some of the detainees and their familiaes, and also in getting some
medicines ard cigarettes passed. Further a man named RAISON gsentenced /for a
brcach/ of ordinary law, who was in a neighboringz cell succeedel in getting
into Cell 7 some ham, bacon, and sausage which he had bought for himself at
the prison store. The dced was discovered by the Japanese guard and RAISON

was punished.,

Vi. L UISTIONINGS UNDIRGONE.

d’—.-_h.-—._-_-_ s E—

le lonth of lMarch. After the questioning of 17 March I had been in-
carcerated, as I have ex’lained above, in one of tne cells of the Kempei tai

Headquarters.

On the evening of the 19th an interpreter came to me to transmit
the order to cet up under the pretext that T wmas to be called immediately to
the office. At the end of an hour, seeing that nobody came for me, I was on
the point of si. ting down agzain when I was prevented by the N.C.0. of the
guard. I then uvnderstood that it wvas an ordeal that had been imosed on nme

vith a view to "preparins” me for a questioning vhich would probnbly take nlace

vie next day. It didn't ocecwr to me, hovever, that this ordeal was to last
seven days and seven nights handrunning.

On the morning of 20 March I was taken in for interro~ation. The same
questions as on the 17th were asited me concerning the S.R. and the Resistance.
I maintained the same attitude so well that tie interrosetor sent me avay with
the announcement that T was going to resvme "y "picket'. I was suksequently
interro - ated on the 25r1 by a cor oral of the Japanese Kempei tai, who asked
me several questions without interest which l2d me to supnose that the interro-
gation had no purpose beyond checking the state of my fatizue.

I remained standing in my cell until 26 March under the surveillance
of guards 7ho, as soon as I weakened and looked as if I were going to sit downm,
took it upon themselves to renew my respect for orders with their c¢lubs,

I must,nevertheless, admit having found a Japanese corporal and a
soldier who in the course of each of the nights of the <2nd, 23rd, ond 24th
permitted me to stretch cut for an hour. The same cor oral also permitted me
to 8it down during some meals. These short moments of respite dcubtless helped
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me to take this ordeal a 1little better. It did not provent "y HMc.ing en.~.. 1

-

from fatigue at the end of this pericd of seven days ond particularly in tae
conrse of the nizht of 25/26 larch, when I felt an almost unbearable pain in

—=
4"
&

L

: ;2t, sulferel n2rvous tensions which ceme close to throwing me on the floor,
and was even a victim of delirium.

The morning of the 26th I was again led before my interrogator
(Adjutant S1TII0IC), He asked me with an ironic smile whether I was tired. I
managed enough strength to raise a protest cgainst the mamner in which I was
treated. T explained what my grievances vere:

él) That they had removed my stripes.

2) That they had placed me in with prisoners who were common law-
breeckers.

(3) That they were trying to exert pressure on me to force me to
reveal informetion which I econsidered secret.

I concluded by stating that such acts were absolutely contrary to
all the internctional rules concerning the treatment of prisoners of ver and
by express ing my 2astonishmont at seeing the Japanese Army disresgard these rules.

Just then thkere occurred an air-raid alert. I wvas taken back dovn
to my c211 and »u% back cn “picket”. However, at the end of the alert, a
Kempei came baclt with an internreter. This latter informed me very politely
that the "punishment" was over.

2e lopth of #pril.

Althougir not interrozated during the first weeks of the month I was
ble to follow t e promess of the ingquiry by observing the arrivals of de-
tainees and by conversing with those who were incarcerated in my cel..

"hile in tae month of lMarch the arrests were directed agains. some
lawyers and the personnel of the radio service and of the Frenca Iroadcasting
Company, in the month of A->ril I saw arrive successively:

-1 April: 2 Commissioners of the Surete.

-7 Aprils Cept, Lad.LLL of Bali (Military orzan dealihg with S.R.)
and, a'prcximately on the same date, two non-commissioned officers of his
secrvice.

-15 Jpril: Col. BAILLY, director of ertillery (it was in the director
of artillery's building /Pirection d'artillerie/ that the quarters were placed
at the disposal of Capt. «AU.ILLS, chief o” the S.A. Sud.) On 9 March there °
still remained some undistributed materiel, tommy guns, in particular; it vas 1i:
all probability--the fact was later confirmed by Col. BAILLY..the di:covery of
this materiel by the Japanese which brought about the arrest of the Director of
Artillery.

-About 1© Aprils Capt. :AUELLS.

The Jepanese had then definitely laid their hands on the S.R. and
the Se-se vhiel T tricd to cover by my silence in March. On 27 April I -as
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taen from my cell and interrogated by a Kempei tai Adjutant--whose name I

do not mow--acsisted by two or three Xempei. I was asked to give all the
information I possessed on the FFI (the Japanese always designated thus the
nembers of the Resistance organizations throughout the inquiry). fﬁs il re-
fused to spear I was sub ected to a seance of tortures which was particularly
osainful. Bound to a bulCh with an extremely tizht rope w.ich cut into flesh, 4
was subjeceted for about an hour and a half simultaneously to double toriure:

-On the one hand, bludgeoning of the soles of the feet by the adjutant
rovided - ith a hard-wecod club and by another Kempei provided with a rattan can
-On the other, water asphyxiation.

Besides this, another Wempei gave me a few body burns with cigarette

I shall dwell someawhat on the first two tortures, for I carried away
the impression that they vvere ap )lied with particular cruelty. As for the
oludgeoning of tuz foet, I find it hard to sar how many blows I received, perha;
2cC0, perhass a Tew l209. Frou time vo time ccocmz hiows were a . plied to the
Tibias and the rcpes waich rouwnd my avkle boucs, ariving them into the flesh an
oroducing wounds w.ich lastsd a lunz tine (along with those of the tibias).
Several cudgel blows were also laid on my toes, and the nail of the right big
toe in particulsr vas torn ous.

.83 a resuwlt of t.uls trezatment my feet swelled considerably. For sev-
2ral days it was iapossible for me to stand on my feet. To get up I had 10O
have the help of two celi-mates and for the Qquestionings the Japanese K:mpei
carried me on thelr Dasks. A% the prosent moment, more than four montts after
this series of toriuirce, 1y foot remeins deformed.

a8 for tae water asphyxiation, it was inflicted on me under rarticu-
larly painful condivions.: A ZKXempel rrassed against my belly to fill cut my
chest. A gag had bteen put on my ncse and mouth forcing me to inhale to set a
little air. The irterrogator poured on my gag the vater from a kectle which he
refilled as socn a3 empity. Tt was Impossible for me under these circum-
nces to avoid swallowinz vater eand losing my breath fairly repicdly The one
uring wouwd stop then to begin azain as scon as I had succeeded in catching
a bit of air. This struggle for an hour and a half against asphyxiation ex-
hausted me com;lately,

At the end of an wur and a half tihe ad jutant-interrogator, wishing no
doubt to vary the pleisaies, placed the tench vertically in such a way that 1
was hanging behq down held vy the rores around my ankles which went deeper and
deeper into the wounds whiclh had been made in me, I remained about a half hour
undcr these ccadit: uns. the 1aterrogator contiruing to apply the cudgel blous
to nmy feet and pouring water frem time te time dovm my nostrils.

I wvas then unbound, placed on a bench in front of a table and Ad jutant
Y, entering the room, resumed the interrogation punctuated by numerous
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\L cudgel blows on 'y h~ ', arms,end shoulders.‘]
—
ntter exhaustion, it was 4iffienlt to meintain

Reduc.:d to 1191
I decided to limit ms=21f to a slort state-

absolute mutencss,
ment in whichi

-] alnisted ry position in ths ' ;sistance or“”nl‘at on, de uty %o _
General DELSTC anl Lie Y . icer netween Genervsl 4 ELSUS and Unptain $AULELLS.

Chief of the <. -
£T acirowledced thet scme arms had been reczived by parechute while

pretending not to know the numbcr.
. -I minimized the recruiiment of eciviliorz, preseuting it as a sort
oaly gmall aumher of reserv-

of eclandestine partinl mobLilizztion =Ccnceruln,
YOI1 T \ Li}_} rayonsel ti."? milit&r}'

ists ar. conferrin~ 1 DOI stotus of 'act iiized personield,
avthority te'ting the entire responsibility for t is mobiliravion.

LE .

S

ma rogardin~z Al lied parachutists havi

Somz other guestiors tvere ask2d m¢ :
landed on the territ..y of JLuthern 7. '~-Chiaa. T retended not to be
. courant, vwhich brou_ it me & few more bL.ovs,

- —_— e R

1 sto.ped at taat _vnoiat, fortunately, for I was at

The inte~rcatlicen

-l g

) 0 i e sk o
the end of my oStrcughii.

oy the same ad jutant who had

yterrozotion, this time,

subjected me to the toriures the lev balcre. The 17
Tere asked me rezardaing ""*""c: S.Re whizh it was

. was very calm. Some cuestions
possible for me to 2 .er, bec.use I had learned from a non-commissioned of-
f-rap of L4l who vas inearcerated in the s ust wow fer the
£ inc viry had progresseu.

San . 1noumry
L

-

On 2° A'ril T -oc again ‘nto rogated

A - d-iL -
-

me cell mth m2

Furthermore, some cuestions vere asked m2 on ihe administrative or-

on the stationing ol ".oop8 derfore O Tlarch, and
' | h~d begn the

Al
moetions, for exam e, Yhet

. canization of Indo-China,
various questions unre’ated " ny
role of Irs, DEZUCTA (7} in T .10-Chinesa rolities.

T roceived only ong blow ¥

- Nt il el

Curing this sesoion
hich I no lonzer reme™bes,

r

ansver to a guestion
satisfy the interrogctor.
abocut 9 o'clocek

evening. After some anodin eane one GS
tis two Jreceding dere) vent after me again rejardin; vhe F¥l, Since I ap-
sipnle &ilvtions of my statements of the
takiag pains to pess tae cords,
vhich had been mada two days

“or interro-aticn

On 24 4oril I wes tTaken in
the ald ‘utant (the

e queeevions,

ceared reticent and my answers Were
2znd, the intecrogutor tic me to & ceiel
ich were very ti=zht, right throus. tha vouads
be‘ore. He told me tuat he vweuld leav: me in tv' is positicn--v.ica was Very
sainful--until I consented to telk and, if need be, the vhole night. I was
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left tied to the Yeoneh for ~bc * an hour. As luek world have it, about 1l
o'eloek at night, psrobaliy fee.ing tired and not know'u~r how to keep me
under zuard during the night, the interrogatoer hed me unbound and taken hack
to my cell, telling me to think things over very carcfully anl that I should
be re-interrogated the follov ng dev,

A8 a mevter ol foot he gave it up, for they left me in nveace in my
cell until about the middle of May,

I fell siclk there, hovwever, as a consequence of the torturcs endured.
In particular, the ctruggle thav I hel carried on against esouyxiation by
water had brought on wome siraarin toullez, It was imporseibles to assimil ate
food without vom:itirg. 1 rem=inel ia vais stave L7 O usecuiive days, eating,
80 TO Spealk, nothing, excz T scuwe Lalsnns whicn vere passed on Yo me b a
{fellow=detainee receiving his meals firorn outside.

Several timee T ac’ted to be visited b a physician. T 20t no satis-
faction until 9 Meyv., 21 chatr dale & ) nes edical c¢ca tain care to see me.
I explained my cose 1o hin and rs2quasties »varvavion *o 3 hes 'itel, being at
the time in a €tav3 of great veasrnecos T Yaouzay I madsrstood fron his answer
that he w@s not empovaied 1o 1de ¢ch au evacuatioa and *hai 2 decision by
the cammand was necesSsary, I = _ nreseniad to the duty cficer W merely
asked me whether I g FFL  Tince 2 'msveirad “uel I tad beee thorouzhly in-
terrogated on taat wgetter, I read in ...23 face thav [ had no chan:e oi being
evacuated to a hws»ital

These visits .~d at leest onc result. Beginning 9 May I had at least
the right to a shover cvery dav and the N,C.0. of the smusard received the order
to .Imit to my cell the fcnd th-T The cother detainees r:coivings their meals
irom outcide were kind enouzgh t> send me. In vhis way ' was 2bie to regain
some strength.

3. lonth of Mey.

In the court2 o tihe first fortnizht of Va- I was subjected to two
brief interrogat.ons, the r'irst on parachuting, the <eccond on the FTI of
Cambodia, interrowgutions which were 2rterrupted before I could make the slicht-
est statement, the interrogator havirg moticed that Thzie had been an error and
I had been »rouzht in instzad of Cepi .in al LIS (w ose name was pronovnced
the same as mine, whica acecunts for lhe error).

These interrcesatious p raitted me at 1w to learn t' a% the inquiry

o

e

was already well aavaunced, and that, in pacticoviar, ithe Temme! tai knew the
names of the principal mcmhers of the Tiesistauce in Casbedia, I*. JOUBIRT and
Mr. « LASSON, wheszs names thc interrorator n.antioned Lo me to ast whether I knew
them,

Further, thz aumcrous arrests vhich had teen madz confirmed the de-
velopment of the ingusrye.
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In the course of the second fortnig't of May I underwent two series
of interrogations:

-One fram 17 to 26 'ay, almost daily interrogations concerning the
Resistanca.

..-The second on 22, 23, and 24 May, concerninz the S.R. and my
supposed relations with the american authorities.

(a) Interrogatiorns concerainz the Resistance. These interrogations
iere conducted by a iechnical scrgeent wihose ncme I do not know., 'e VGs
alwavs correct a1d even g/mpataostic, vaking it vpen himself vo zp look for a
change of ciciheg ir the room that I hed previously occuwpield in towa aund
intervenivgz o help m2 obticin an authorizaiion to reseive my mea.s from a
wotel in towa. a 3%ep which T benztfitted from batwveen 13 May and my dedarture

1

for Ceatral .rison 11 June. <ne gquestions asked me dealt 'iths

- - . . 8 poy A
-1y role ia the organization FrL.
-Tie orders ziven by Genreral VEbL concerning ths Res istance, the
Sefle, politizal acuioa.
¢ »ation of the FIL i e South,

~Lieuterast 'Aiful'g migsion,
~i'ands placed av the dispossl of the Pezistance.

Finally several quzstionz were put to me ghrout the Amecican (?) narachutists
who had been able to laad in Irdo-Chira ard ebout the alleged setting-up by ©
Frencih Army of secret derobls of arms, muanitioas, fusl.

Consideriang the poipt reached by the inquiry and the Japsnese alread:
possessing extensive infcrmal ion on the different quasstious Huv 1o me, 1 de-
cided that /furthey/ silence on my part vow.d be pointless. I resolved then
to make some slatemenis to give the iaterrogator as far as pocsible the im-
pression of frankness while toying to rameln within the limitis of the informa-
tion alreadv known to the Japanesse.s T also deemed it possible to make use of
these statements in clearing up certain questions which might have been mis-
understood and which the Japanese mignt give a imndentious interpretation. 1
also intended to renew my siatement of < April according to which the militar
authority covered comletely the civilians incorporated into the FFI and con-
sidered them mobilized.

it wes in tiis spirit that I answered the quest ions asked. On 20 May
I took advantage of a mcment vhen the inltecrogator seemed particularly well
disposed to cset forth my point of view concerning civiiians beslionging to the
Resistance, namely that when coatacted by the military authority to be mobil-
ized they hzd responded to this aypeal in a spirit of naticnal discipline
which did them honor, that it was conseocuently inadmissidble to treat Them as
they hal been at Kempei tai Healdgquariers and that at mosti internment as pris-
oners of war could be envisazed for them. The interrogator seemed vo me very

—
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understanding in this matter. He even agreed that Japanese placed under
vhe same circumstances wuld prob:.bly have acted similarly and stated to me

that the civilians arrested as having belonged to the FFI would be transferrec
to internmznt cams.

iending this step I acked him that certain imnrovements be made in
the regimen of the Buropean detaineces of the Lempei tai--in particular:

- Inerease of the tea ration.

-Thinning out of the cells whose personnel reached 20 per cell at th
time.

-Qrdess to be ziven to the fuard for the swpresstion of the too fre-
guent brutalicies. This request secemed to be taken into ccnsidera-
tica--unl ¢3 enovher cause was vwarking simulteneously--for:

(1) Peginning that day two supplementary rations of tea were dis-
tridutedl.

2) The naxt day nuucrous Annamites were transferrad out, the
nuaosT in the cells 3Ioporing to 12 or 13.

(3) 1 234 the impressiovn that 27ter ithat day the zuard was more
proper towards the Lurovean desainees.

() TIotcrrcpgations concerning the S,R, These interrczations vere
conducted Ly Adjutene SABIULLO,  Yney teok place on 22, 23, and 24 Nay and re-
volved arowmd this one roia%t: I wus accused of h virg been in touch (1) with
Gereral MacfRTIIR to whom I was eusnosed to hava conmmmnicated, via the civilie
radio ssrvice, informgtion :iegarding Japanese shipping convoys, (2) with
Anerican submarines. Lﬁ? dﬁnaul‘ only served to bring sbout a new series of
brutaliviess On the 22nd I received violent head blows wiikh a stick. On the
e3rd Adjutant SUILUDLTO himself harmered my face with eriremely violent blows ¢
his fist, further forcirg me to remain Lknseling curing the iaterrogation. Firn
ally, cn the 24th, a new series of torires ves -nfiicted, comprising:

-The tearing out of tufts of heir from my head and beard.

-lne twisting of my waists and arms.

-Aspayxiation by strangulatioa.

-a4 Wound on ny foot caused by a sece-sav movement pressed on a cord
just at vile point of a wound mad2 in April. (Tais unatiiended wund got in-

foected and vas at the botiowm of e 11t of boils which has continued up to the
present time.

~3inally, asphyxiation by water:w

-—

At the end of my strength I finally conseated to do what vas dena: ded of me,
namaly, to sign a statenzsut by which I adnitted hav: ng encliphered some tele-
grans desvined for MacAhlillsl gani American subm rines signeling to them the

o

moverents of Japanese maritime convoys--telesrans wi.ich I wos surnosed to have

sent to lr., LOGI(L of the radio service for despatching. (Later on T vas com-

-

pelled to make t:is statement over by replacins the name of 1. LOGNON by that

i A

A id

of a radio engineer at BLAI0L named CILRIOUT, who, mereover, did not exist
unless, making allowance for the mistakes in spelling made by the Japanese, I'T
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3.0 0.7 of the radic service, was meant /)/.

I made clear before signing that this statcmest wag without valve
sinee it did not correshond to the truth and since it War extracted from ne
by violence. That brought the reply: "Sien aryhow; that doecsn't me'Ter.

0

he Interrozations in June and July.

At the beginning of June before my departure for Central irison I was
i nterro-ated twice by Technicel Sergeant ARA., who accused me oI’ huving helped
the six American aviators who were picked up on 12 Jamuary cscene. I sazceeded
in convineing him that that was a movement regularly operated Mler orders filom
HA'0I. He interrcsated me litewise on the rovictualinj of ‘Allied submarilues.
T anstvered that I hal no nowledze of such factse He did not 1nsist,

In the course of my stay in Ceniral Iricon and of the last eight days
spent at the Xempci tal leadquarters irom =4 July to 2 Auzust I undervent no
interrogation.

SAIGON, 2 September 1945
/Signed/Beauvalet /sic/
Certified to be eract anid true copy
Lieutenant Colonel ¥ Tuccz, Chief of the 'ar Crimes Tervice

urcK.




