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(Excerpt frem: "The Japan Year Beek 1941-42" pp 188,
189, 190 and 191.)

RELATIONS WITH GERMANY

Anti-C.mietern.Agggggpgt
The Gevernments ef Japan and Germany hgving decided

on the fundamental pelicy ef creating a cemmen frent against
Communism, detalled negetiations were cemmenced during the
latter part ef July 1936, at Berlin between the Japanese
Ambassader te Germany an& the German authorities, The ne-
goetiations resulted in an agreement which was signed pre-
visienally en Octeber 23. After the appreval ef the Japanese
Privy Council had been secured, the anti-Cemintern pact was
formally signed sn November 25 between Visceunt Kinteme
Mushakeji, the Japanese Ambassader in Berlin, and Colenel
ven Ribbentrep, the German representative. fhe pact went
inte effect simultaneeusly with the signing.

The cenclusien of this agreement with Germany attracte
ed a great deal of public attentien all ever the werld as
the mest impertant diplomatic step taken by Japan since her
withdrawal frem the League of Natiens in 1933. On Nevember
25, 1936, the Japanese Foreign Office issu2d a statement
announcing the signing of the agreement and explaining its
significance as fellews:

I. Ever since 1ts estazblishment the Cemmunist Internat-
ional, eor the so-called Cemintern, with its headquarters #&
Moscew, has been engaged in all serts eof activities, greatly
menacing the peace eof the werld, for the purpese ef destrey-
ing the national and social structures in every ceuntry in
pursuance ef the fundamental pelicy ef werld revelutien. At
its Seventh Cengress, held in the summer ef last year, the
Comintern declided en a policy ef erganizing a united frent
with the Second Internatienal, te eppese Fascism and imperial-
ism and at the sgme time made 1t plasin that the future
ebdjiéviites ef Comintern activities were te be Japan, Germany
and Peland., It further resolved te suppert the Chinese Cenm-
munist armies in erder te fight Japan. The actual eperations
subsequently carried on by the Comintern have beceme extreme-
ly ingeniocus, rendering them all the mere dangeresus.

As te the extent te which the Comintern interfers
with the internal affairs of all ceuntries and exerts a
baneful influence on the well-being eof natioens and the peace
ef the world, it is mnly necessary te recall the disturbances
in Spain te rezlize itz magnitude. At least these ceuntries
that lodged pretests with the Gevernment ef the Seviet Union
at the time of the Comintern cengress certainly have full
cognizance of the harmfulness of Comintern activities.

2e The Communist invasion has hitherte been mere marked
in the Crimmt, especially in China, than elsewhere. Outer
Mongolis and Sinkiang have already suffered frem its calam-
itous effects, and China prepoer is now being subjected te i
the depredations of the Communist armies, As a matter ef
fact, the activities ef the Comintern in China have increased
netably in viger since its Seventh Cengress.

In Manchoukue alse the Comintern through the Manchur-
ian district committee of the Chinese Cemmunist Party has
been surreptitiously endeavoring te erganize cells, to win
ever and instigate bandits and te direct the raids by parti-
san troopss all ever the countryil

| r




Def, Doc.

In Japan, the extreme leftist movement temperarily
shewed signs ef decline after the Manchurian incident, but
since the Seventh Congress of the Comintern it has again be-
come energetic., It has crept inte the channels ef lawful
agitatien in conformity with the reseolution of that congress
and has launched a unified front mevement that is intended
te be the basis for revival ef the Cemmunist movement.

3« The Japanese Gevernment, which, in erder teo safeguard
Japan's immutable national pelicy and 1nsure national security
and te maintain everlasting peace in East Asia, has pursued

& chearcut and censistent policy toward the Cemintern, finds
it necessary te take more rigoreus measures of Self-defense
against the increased menace set forth abeve.

The erganization and activities ef the Comintern being
ef an international character, any pregram of counter-actien
sheuld necessarily be based en internatienal coeperagtion,
Germany, ever since the establishment ef the present regime
in 1933, has put inte execution &rastic anti-Communist peli-
cles. Last year at the Seventh Cengress eof the Comintern,
Germany and Japan were selected as the special ebjectives of
Cemintern epétwtions. Thus Japan and Germany are placed in
similar circumstances vis-awvis the Cemintern, Consequently
the Japanese Government, as the first step in its defensive
undertaking, conducted negotiatiens with Germany and cencluded
an agreement on Nevember 25, te Make effect immediately.

4., This agreement, the fundamental ebject of which is
common defense againsé the destructive eperations ef the
Cemintern, centains previsions fer the exchange eof infermat-
1ol.regariing Cemintern activities, feor consultstion snd
execution ef jeint invitatioms to third Powers, There 1is,
besides, a supplementary pretecel stipulating in concrete
terms the manner in which the agreement is to be executed,

5« The Japanese Government is desireus of coeperating
with as many Pewers as possible fer the purpose ef perfect-
ing its defensive measures against the Comintern menace,
but fer that purpose alene. It should be pointed out that
in connectien with, er behind, this agreement there exists
ne other agreement whateseever, that the Japanese Gevernment
has ne intention te ferm, er join in, any special internat-
ienal blec feor any ether purpose and finally that the present
agreement is net directed against the Seviet Union er any
ether specific country.

Cultural Ceoperatien

On November 25, 1938, the two ceuntries entered inte
an agreement for furthering their traditiensl cultural re-

latiens,
RELATIONS WITH ITALY

An Uhlorstand;¥g
The friendly relations between Zapan and Italy were

greatly improved by the avewed intentien ef the Italian
Gevernment te create a consulate-general in Manchuukue and
the decisiem of the Japanese Gevernment to clese its legatien
in Ethiepia fellewing the annexatien of that territery by
Italy. Taking advantage ef the situation, negetiatiens were
epened between the two Gevernments, cencernad during the
early part ef Nevember 1936, fellowingz the cenclusien ef

the German-Japanese anti-Cemintern pact, fer the conclusion
of an Itale-Japanese agreement.
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The negetiatiens were aimed at the virtual recognit-
ion ef Manchoukue by the Italian Gevernment, the creation ef
a Japanese consulate in Ethbepla and the nalntonnnco and
prometien ef the ecenemic interests of Japan in that territ-
ory. Annoumcements were issued en December 28, 1936, beth
in Tokye and Reme, concerning the Itale-Japanese agreement
which teook the ferm of an understanding.

Anti-Cemintern Agreomnnﬁ
Ttaly entered the Agreement on Ngvember 6, 1937.

The acceunt is given in the "Tripartite Agreement against
the Comintera Activity," contained in this Chapter,

Cultural Ceoperation
The relatien ef Japan and Italy was further strength-

ened with the conclusien of an aggeement om cultural ceeper-
ation en March 23, 1939,

Ital elpi Japa

rom the beginnimg of the China Affair in 1937,
IttlyJ understanding Japan's true metives, had collaberated
with Yapan along all lines, At the Brussels Cenference of
the Signatory Powers te the Nine Power Treaty, the Italian
Gevernment supperted Japan mest consistently and energetic-
ally. A supplementary agreement to the Itale-Japanese
Tresty of Cemmerce relating te the Italian celenies was
signed in 1937.

HE TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT AGAINS
THE COMINTERN ACTIVITX

The German-Japanese Agreement against the Cemmunist
International which had been concluded on Nyvember 25, 1936,
was reinferced by the participatien therein ef Ttaly. The
tripartite pretecel was made public on N vember 6, 1937,
when the Sine-Japanese cenflict was in full swing, anmd the
Nine-Pewer Conference was in sessien at Brussels, With the
signing ef the tripartite pretecel the selid frent that had
besn built against the Cemintern activities beth im Eurepe
and Asia was further strengthened, making the communist bul-
warks morally and materially weaker, Seme indirect results
of the tripsrtite agreement were the Japanese recognitien eof
the France Government in Spain on December 1, 1937, mutual
recegnition between the Mancheukue Govornmen% and the Franco
Gevernment on Decembef 2, and the withdrawal ef Italy Ifrem
the League of Nations en December 11, thereby Italy conclud-
ing the dispute with the League pegarding her claim en
Abyssinia,

The gist ef the statement ef the Japanese Fereign
Office concerning the cenclusion ef the Tripartite pretecel
published en Ngvember 6, 1937, and the English translatien
of the main clauses eof %ho protecel are given belew: (For
the eriginal text eof the pretocel see Appendix, the Japan
Year Boek, 1939-40)

At 11:00 a.m. (7:00 p.m. Tekye time) today, November
6, the Pretocel concerning the paiticipatien of Italy in the
Japanese-German Agreement against the Communist International
has been signed in Reme between the delegates of Japan,
German and Italy, and has immediately come into effect.

Article 2 ef the Agreement against the Cemmunist
Intermational, which was concluded in Berlin between Japan
and Germany en the 25th Nevember last year, provides that
the two ceuntries sheuld jointly invite participation ef
third Powers in the agreement.
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It is in accerdance with this prevision that the partici-
patien ef Italy has been brought abeut, the ceuntry beinmg
a8 firmly determined as Japan and Germany te eppese the
destructive eperatienms of the Communist International.

Prgtggg; between Japan, Germany and Italy.
¢ Inperial Gevernment of Japnninthe Gevernment

of Italy and the Gevernment of Germany, consideratioen
of the fact that the Genmunist Internatienal is constamtly
endangering the peace and order of the civilized werld in
the Orient and the Occidont,,ytrc convinced that only a
clese cellaberation between all the Powers interested im
the maintenance of Peace and erder cam check and eliminate
that danger. Italy, which since the establishment eof the
Fascist regime has combated that danger with inflexible
dotornination, has decided to range herself against that
coemmon enemy and agreed as follews:

ARTICLE I

Italy participates in the Agreement against the
Communist International and subscribes to the Supplement-
ary Pretocel cencluded on Nevember 25, 1936, between Japan
and Germany, texts eof which are attached to the present

Pretecol,.
ARTICLE 21

The three Powers signatery to the present pretocel
agree that Italy is te be considered as an erigimal signa-
tery eof the agreement and the Supplementary pretocel men-
tioned in the preceding Article, the signature of the present
pretecel being equivalemt to signature of the original texts
of the agreement and the Supplementary pretecel.

ARTICLE 3

The presemt protecel shall form an integral part
of the agreement and the supplementary pretocel mentioned
above,

NCHOUKUO AND GARY'S ENTRANCE

On February 24, 1939, Mancheukue and Hungary signed
at Hsinking and Budapest respectively the Pretocels fer their
participatioen in the Agreement for Safe-guarding against the
Communist Intermational with Japan, Germany and Italy.

Manchoukue had been endeavoring in coeperation with
Japar te eradicate Cemmunism,. Her international pesitien
had been greatly stremgthened through fermal recegmition
extended by Hungary fellewing a similar step takenm by
Salvader Germany, italy and Spain, and new with her partic-
ipatien 1n the Agreement it was further strengthened se that
She may act with a greater convictiem in her own pewer as an
ilgortant facter in the formatiom eof the new East Asiatic
Order,

A faction of cummunist radicals under Bela Kuhn
usurped the power ef the Hungarian Gevernment in 1919, by
taking advantage of the confusion resulting from the ﬁorld
War, and attempted to form a soclalistic league of matiens
by enterimg into a military alliance with the Seviet Unien,
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But Humgary succeeded in suppressimg the commumistic
revelutien and has since continued to exert her utmest
effort te combat the Cemintern. When Humgary declared

that she would joim the Agreement, the Seviet Unien recalled
her Minister at Budapest, demanding at the same time the
clesure of the Humgarian legation at Mescow, im an attempt

to check Hungary. Hungary, nevertheless Joln.l! the Agree-
ment fully demonstrating her stromg determimatien.

5
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paim, rebern under the leadership ef Genmeral
Francisco France, formally participated im the Amti-Cemimtern
Agreement en March 27, The Comintern, which failed utterly
in its efforts te belshevize Germany amd Italy im previous
years, laid the fremt line in Spain for the bolhheviztien
of ali.Europo. As a result, Spain was divided imfie twe
eppesing factions, and the }action led by General France,
surmouating numereus difficulties, finally eccupied Barcel-
ena early im 1939 and succeeded im pacifying the Catalemian
sector. The Cemmunist regime immediately collapsed, and
Madrid finally capitulated om March 28, The Spanish civil
war which began two and a half years age was thus breught
to a clese, culminating in a decisive victory for General
Franee. The Pewers in the Anti-Cemintern Promnt have early
extended reecognition te Gemeral Franco's Government and

have been giving full suppert te that Gevernment's werk ef
subduing Cemmunism,
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