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1. I was Staff Officer of the 37th Army in North Borneo

from September 1944 till the termination of the war.

My last rank was Colonel. ,
Kwim.wum{;ﬁzl

Now I live at No. 89, Minami-Eivsawamachi, Maebashi-shi,
Gunmma Pref,

2, It was about the end of May 1945 when the 37th Army was

Prvwadoiad

removed from the direct control of the South Seas !xpeditionnry

Army and put under the command of the 7th Area Army,
ivt.- -LP/UC!. 5‘3’!&_& {'_‘.(«mxf?af.- ’% C_c-—;.-.ﬂumt.({_f_ ao & a ld ’Luft-f'-""d-{.__

3 /'\tho W Camp of North Bprneo was directly con=
trolled by the Headquarters of the South Seas Expeditionary Army

and was not under the control of the 37th Army. The chief of the
Po W

~Conecentration Camp received orders directly from the Headquarters

and was in charge of the management of POW's. o

The hlrmy Commander was entrugted with_#he supply to ¢the™

~Soidiers within the limits h&-ﬂm the regulations of

the Comnder-in-cw of the South Seas Expeditionary Army and
P

' q.ltm Pcu-'eamr v
was authoriged to order, seme necessary measures to be taken in.cas
A Lot tliens, Wil (Kt
of necessity for guard,.ant air-defenfe, etc. in referelde-to-the—-

duty of defenlile. It was however not within #his capacity to intere

POW—
fere in the management of the eoncentration camp or the tfeatment

of POW's, the responsibility for which ;:; assumed by the Chief
of the GM Camp.
4, About January 1945 the Commander of the 37th Army received
instructions from the Commander-in-Chief of the South Seas Expedite
J ionary Army to move the main forces of the Army, whéeh then stationed

in the north east of Borneo, to the west cosst of the Island,




In accordance with the instructions, the Commander of the
VP .
37th Army ordexeithemin forces Mﬂi&;ﬁd on the east Coast of
‘J:, e AL — 0
Borneo to move to the west coast and -tt!was carried out. At

the same time he ordered the transfer of POW's of the Allied

Forces in the vieinity of Bandaéhn (ohomettt) to a basin near

R oavan, Sl
Earsuw (phonetic) from the view point of defense takingkconlidor-

ation p(the danger of bombings and the preul:lng,,\E sltuation eof
Tig—Ltosd in the BamaFan Distriet. {The &“ﬂu was then-

comparatively safe and le;l.r-lurriciont ;} food,§ oo e fyn %
fax PO W a2 QAR oud” gom, 00 O ettt : i WM MH»;

-5r——Eha=orﬂtrs*of—the—3?th—IrE?*Eﬁmmanﬁur—to~trenafg;?at

Sandakan to a place near Narau were issued in the circﬁhltances

as follows:

In the first place the Army Headquarters asked Chief of
¥he Concentration Camp at North Borneo Lieut. Col. SUGA to reveal
his opinion as to moving POW's at Sandskan to Ranan for the sake
of defense. The Headquarters received this answer to agree about
the matter, asking to have orders from the army. So that the
Headquarters delivered an_ﬁfmy command concerning the transfer
of POW's, Ve soundeq,thé opinion of the Chief of the concentrate-
ion camp by realgn”éﬁat Xhe was responsible for the management of
POW's and the c’éhanﬂ was issued from the Army with a view that

the transfer was a measure in reference to military defense.

—lh

‘ 5% About May 1945 bombing# a the Allled Forces became 80
% that the communication by sea between North Borneo and
French Ipdo-China, Malay, etc. was entirely cut off and also that
by air was in great difficulty.

The Kemu(plﬂo&ia Lg_\if_"ﬁ‘ld was employed for the use
of planes to—ée—thgL&uty—ur*uuumﬂﬁiulttonkbotweon the Army Heade
quarters and the outsidet &ut 1?’1:001: about cne day to go between
the Hesdguarters and the air-field. Although the telephone was

Jo0 LA
operated between the pleces, it was frequently broken,
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Rt e
Only tive wireisss was available e communication vith

the 7th area army, but_the apparatus was frequently broken ﬁ 5 o1
o oed LSS ELTON M““&t %

had been breushs from Fekseiten just before that time, AMIIB to
O reapa)ien,. behedulos

e ——— | o—— - e

the shortage of fuely hours were greatly cut
down. Thus the communication was run in an axtrmlym

-]
way and was limited solely to the matters of efierpefit importance.

The situation grew worse as the war neared its end.

TAKK VAN Wekorc' oA




un thiscA . day of 147

wt L 248
i Z/LKJ"\_VQWA 1/

. 0 e
L, )A \rA QZMZ{ 127‘1%61 %@Sjcertify tinot tne

ebove statement was sworn Dy the beponent, vho affixed

his signature and seal thoreto in the orcsence uTf

this Witness.
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Dof, Doc. #2037 ; Z:h No.

INTERNATION.L MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

UNITED STWTES OF AVERIC.., et al

-V e
JRKI, Sudao, et al

AFFIDLVIT
Deponent: TAKAY.AVA, Hikoichi

l. I was a Staff Officer of the 37th Aarmy in North Borneo from
SEptember 194) till the termination of the.war.
My laat rank was Coloncl.

Now I live at MNo. 89, l'.’inami-lmrunmnéchi. Maebashi-shi, Gumma Pref.,

4 It was wbout the end of May 1945 yvhen the 37th A&rmy was Transferred
from the direct sontrol of the Suth Joas Expeditionary Army and put
under the cammasd of tho 7th .rea .ormy,.

3« In spite of the change of command as utalted above the Priscter
of var Camp of Narth Bornoco was dircctly controlled by the Beadquarters
of the Soth Soas Brpeditionary Jwrmy and vas not under tho control of the
J7th irmy. The chief of the FPOW Camp roceived ordars diroctly from the
Ibadquarters and vas in chasga of the management of PO¥'s,

The 37th ¥my Commander vag entrusted with supply to troops within
the limits of the regulaticns of Aho Compander-in-Chisf of the .‘Ebuth
Sas Expodifiongry .rmy and was autherized to order the chief of I".tho
‘D% camp on nocessary measures to be Yaken in case of necessity fo;' suard

air-defonoa, ete, in aonnoction with tt‘lﬁ duty of defen@:, It wvas
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hoviever not within this capac.{t:; te interfere in the management of the-
POX camp or the troatmont of POV's, the responsibility for which vas
aseumed by the Chief of tho POV Canp.

4« .bout January 1945 tl;e Commarder of the 37th Jrmy received
ins{ructions from the Gamﬁnd;ar-in-(ﬁ:iof‘ of thc South Sas Expediticnary

” rny to move the main forces of the .irmy, then staticned in tho north
ca:t of Borneo, to tho west coast of the Island,

In accordance with the instructions, the Commander of the 37th
irny ordercdthe main forcos stationed on the cast Coast of Borneo to
moye to the vest coast and this order was carricd out. .\t the same time .
hg exdered the Eransfer of POW's of the .1lizd Forces in the vieinity
of Sandakan to a basin near Ranan (phonctic) from the view point of
deftnce taking into censideration tho dangoer of bo;nbinga and the
praaai:."xg food situaticn in tha Sandckan District. The Ranan area vas
then pomparatively safc a;nd g2lf-sufficient in food. ‘The trénsi‘er of
the BEI's wag carried out on two oceasions in Fcbtmax;y and May 1945.

5« Aabout May 1945 bombing by the .dlicd Forcas beceame sd intense
thet the cocmmunication by sea betv.cen ﬁorth Borneo and Franch Indo-
China, MAlay, etc. was cntirely cut off and also that by air was in great
difficulty.

The Kaningo (phonetic) air«ficld was employed for the use of plance
azting as 1iaiaon botveen the .rmy }badquax:ters and the outside but i
tcok about cne day to go betynecn the Headquarters and the air-ficlad.
although the telephone vias operated betiueen the points, it was froquently

brokcn,
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Only radio cas available for dommunication with the 7th area army,
but tho apparatus was frequently broken as tho machino nad bocn removed

from JESSELTON just before that time. Besides that owing to the shortago
of fuol and batteries communicaticn schedulc hours wcre greatly cul

dorne Thus the communication was run in an extromely inefficient vay,

ad was limited solely to the matters of RMEeaL importohce..
jiven this was often intepupted. The situation greov worsc as the war ¢

neared its and.

on this 2 day of .ug. 1947

it 1947
DEFONENT TuKAY.MN. Hikoichi (secal)

I, S.8.Gi... GComoji, hereby certify that the abovc statemont

%as sworn by tho Dopcnent, who affixed his signature and seal

Yharoto in the presence of this.litnoss.

tn tha same date,at the same plawo.

Witness: /S/ Sil&l@li:ft Gomo ji
= OU‘I'H
In acecrdance with my consience I swear to talk the vholo truth witi -
holding nothing and adding nothing. °*

/S TAKAYAML Hikoichi.




