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Doc. No., 2502A Page 1

Bxtract from

Interrogation of' Hideki TOJO
13 February 1946, Case File #20, Serial #57, pp. 5

"Q. When was the first Imperial Conference called in 1941%
Bas “Ttiwas'in July, I believe, T do not remember definitely.

"Q. What was the basic reason for the Imperial Conference
of July 1941¢%

"A. I think that the basic reason was the problem of dis-
patching troops to south Indo-China.

"Q. Whose plan was corsldered in reference +to this problem?

YA, I don't remember definitely, but essentially I think it
was probably the War Minister's plan. Befare the Imper-
lal Conference, thers had been a Liaison Conference which
had practically settled the matter, This was attended by

the Prime Minister, the Ministers invoived and the Chiefs
of Staff,

"Qe What Ministers were involved?

"A. I don't remember clearly, but the Premier, the Foreign
Minister, and the Army and ¥avy Ministers were involved,
I am not sure whether the President of the Planning Board

was there or not. The iwo Chlefs of Staff were also pre-
sent. That was the conference,"
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Doc. No. 2502A Page 2

Bxtract from

Interrogation of Hideki TO.JO
13 February 1946, Case File #20, Serial #57, PDPs 9

nQ,

IIA.

IIQ 2

IIA.

What was there about the stability of Indo-China that
necessitated calling an Imperial Conference in July
1941° |

The China Incident was in progress and Japan was exert-
ing every effoet to successfully concliude it, Any dis-
turbed arsza to the sonth would havz an unfavorable ef-
fecv on the soluticn of the incident, Moreover, it had
been a Japanese idea for a very long time before this
to maintain the stabpility of Bast Asia. A third reason
1s that foodstuffs, principally rice, whilch were im-
ported from French Indo~-China, would be unavailable if
conditions were unsetiled in French Indo-China. These
foodstuffs were very necessary for Japan,

Was it considered by you, as War Minister, that French
Indo~China would be mili%arily'useful in connection with
the China Incident?

Of course, I thought of it. Of course, from the military
point of view, there was a practical relation as far as
northern French Indec - .Chhina was concerned. The supply
route north from French Indo~China was of assistance to
the Chinese and, furthermore, we wanted, from the military
point of view, to establish air bases in northern French
Indo-China so as to be able to cut off the route from

Burma. However, the fact that French power had declined,
as a result of conditienz iun Europe, nscessitated the
stationing of troups not only in northern Indo-China

but also in the central and gouthern parts for the main-
tenance of stability."




Doc. No. 2502ﬁ* Page 3 ¥

Extract from
Interrogation of Hideki TOJO
13 February 1946, Cese #ile #20, Serial #5735 4DDis+ 135

"¢ Those same troops /referring to stationing of troops
in French Indo-~China/ would also be of offensive

assistance in case of war against those countries
named [Ehgland, America and Holland/?

"A This is a matter whizh will be very serious if not
understood, After the decision for war on the 1st
of December 1941, offensive operations Were taken.
The character of the operations changed and they

became offensive, However, at this time, operations
Were defensive in character.,
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Doc. No. 2502 B ' Page 1

Extract from .
Interrogation of Hideki TOJO :
13 February 1946

p. 8=9

Q. Who rcquested this Imperial Conference of July 1941°

A. Since the problem of stationing troops in southern

French Indo-China was the principal problem, it may have
been the War Minister, I believe.

Qe Do you not recall whether or not you called this meeting?
Youwere War Minister.

A, Actually, &L think I probably requested it. However, thinge
were dedided uswally at the Liaison Conferences where they
were declded practically by common cmnsent. You asked me =
who requested this conference and I cannot answer because
usually the War Minister, the Navy Minister, Foreign Minister,
and the Premier got together and agreed on a subject. Then
the aoctual drafting of the plan was left to the three
secretaries, to whom L have referrcd in previoue interviews.
The plan was then presented to the Liaison Conference from
which the decision to request an Imperial COonfeorence might
come. Just now you looked very solemn when you asked me

. the question of who called the conference. It was called

" by the process I have described, but the reaponsibility in
connection with the movement of troops into southern Indo=-
China was my responsibility as War Minister. It is distaste-
ful to me to try to avoid responsibllity.

easlhd
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DESGRIFTION CF oT.,W.CImD DOCU: NT , ~

Title and Nature: fccords of Interrozations of General
TOJO, dideki
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rfas 1t been translateds Yes ( ) o (i)
Eus it been photostated? Yes () No (x)

LOCLTION OF ORIGTH.L
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Interrogation Hideki Tojo
]3 February 19%, case Filg #20, Serial M' PPe 5

nQ m?ns the first Imperial Conference ealled in

"A It was in Julyy I believes I do not remember definitely.

"0  #hat was the basic reason for the Imperial Conference
of July 19417 |

"A I think that the basic reason was the problem of disge
patehing troops to south Indo-China,

"Q VWhose plan was considered in reference teo this problem?

"A I don't remember definitely, but essentially I think
it was bably the War ter's plan, Before the
Conference thonhndhnna!.inunconrm
¢h had pnctiuﬁy settled the matter. This was
attended the Prime Minister, the minigters invelved,
and the g8 of Staff.

"Q What ministers were involved?

"A I don't remember clearly, but the Premier, the Foreign

Minister, and the Army and Navy Hinisters were invoived.
1 am not sure whether the President of the Planning
Board was there or nots, The two Chiefs of Staff were
also present, That was the conference,"
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Interrcgation of Hideki TOJO DOCUMENT NO. 2502
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Q Who requested this Imperial Conference of July 19417

Since the problem of stationing troops in southern
Frenech Indo«China was the principal problem, 1t may have
been the War Minister, I believe,

Q Do you not recall whether or not you called this meeting?
You were Var Minister.

A Actually, I think I probably requested it. However, things
were dooldod usually at the Liaison Conferences whcg'c they

were decided practically by common consent. You asked me

who requested this conference and I cannot answer because

the War Minister, the Navy Minister, Forelgn Minister,

ry and agreed on a subjects Then

usually
and the Mdr::t:ot tog
the actual ng of the plan was left to the e8

gecretaries, to whom I have referred in previous interviews.
The plan was then presented to the Liaison Conference from
which the decision to request an Imperiasl Conference might
come, Just now you looked very solemn when you asked me
the question of who called the confersnces It was called
by the process I have describedl but the responsibility in
co with the movement of troops into southern Indoe
China was my responsibility as War Ninister. It 1s distaste-
ful to me to try te aveid responsibility.
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tion of Hideki Tejo
ebruary 1946, Case File #20, Serial #5%7, ppe 9

in
13 F

") What was there about the stability of Indo-China that

/ r{;:gaitam calling an Imperial Conference in July

The China Ineident was in progress and Japan was
exerting every effort to suecessfully conclude it,
disturbed area to the south would have an unfavore
a effect on the solution of the incident, Bomm:
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it had been a Japanese idea for a nr{ hﬁ tlze
8 N third

this to maintain the stablility of Ea
reason 1s that foodstuffs, pr
imported from Freneh Ind ’

if conditions were unsettled in French Indo=China,
These foodstuffs were very necessary for Japans

" Was it considered as War Minister, that Frenech
| Indo-China would b?lmm useful in c’aomoction with
the China Incident?

"A Of course, I thought of it, Of course, from the milie
tary point of view, there was a practical relation as
far as northern French Indo-China was cerneds The

route north from French was of assiste

the Chinese and, furthermore, we wanted, from
the military point of vlu, to ostah'hah air bases in

, northern French Indo~China so0 as to be able to cut off

the route from Burma, However, the fagt that French

| power had declined uaroml!orounittoummropo,

~ muutdthlhummotmopcmtonlym

northern Indo=China tat also in the central and southern
parts for the maintenance of stabllity."
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Inte tion of Hideki Tojo
13 l':g:::r!ogw, Case Fili #204 Serial #57, ppe 13

=

y

r.
[~ 1] > ‘ j ~
Soal 8 oAk

—— —

" Ihoi"olniu troops would also be of offensive assistance
in ecase of war against those countries named?

"A This is a matter which will be very serious if not
understood, After the decision for war on the 1lst of
December 1941, offensive operations were taken, The

character of lho operations changed and they became

offensive, However, at this time, operations were

defensive in character,"”

/Referring to stationing of troops in French Indo=China./
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