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LNERAL HEADCUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC
WAR CRIMES BRANCH

15 January 1946
MZMORANDUM TO:  Prosecuti~n Scction (Report No, 161)

THRU: Executive Officer, War Crimes Branch

SUBJECT s Additional torture and murder by Kempei-
Tal stationed et Bacolod, Occidentel Pro-
vince, Negros, P,I,, in ﬁebruary and March

1945.

II. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE

Aporoximately 21 May 1942, the Janancse invaded Negros
1sland, Many of thc cltizens had fled to the hills. After
a month or two, some of the citizens of Bacolod roturncd
voluntarily or unon thrcets by the Japanese that their re-
fusal to do so wovld be considersd a hostile act, In
Deccmboer 1942, some of thz prominent mals citizons of Bacolod
and Tallsay orgenized an espilonage group of intelligence
operators for th¢ purpose of furnishing gucrrilles informa-
tlon concerning thoe Japanesc strength, troop movements,
warehouses, depots, eerrisons and fooé supply in the Bacolod-
Murcla and Tallsay area, From time to time their lecalers
and messengers were anprchendcd or had to flee and be rc-
placed (R 20, 21). It 1is doubtful if any one person knew
who all of the operators were, Xven their farilics were
ignorant of thcir under cover operations (R 2, 6, 8, 18), 1In
September 1944, Atty. Ramon DUMLAO beeame chief of the dis-
trict and vsed thc code name "Poison" (R 2, 21), Simon
REMIREZ became the e~ntzet man with the guerrilles (R 17,
21). In Janvery or February 1945, after American bombings
(presumably very effective), the 3apanese brought 1n &
strong covntcr-intelliecnece force, A trap was sct for
RAVIREZ and arovnd 10 February 1945 he was cavght (R 21),

He was taken to the Kempei-Tei headquarters in Bacolod and
other places where he was gquestioned and tortured. He was
scen by other prisoners hardly able to walk, his clothcs
were clotted with blood, his facec was swollcn and unshav-n,
and scers were visible from being whipped with a wire (R 2,
18, 21), During th- torture, it is belicved that RAMIREZ
disclosed the identity of other operators, as thereafter
over a period of two or threce woeks one by one = total of
twelve known members of the intellieence grouvp were errested
(R 2, 17, 21, 22), When RAMIREZ wns arrestcd, the Jepcnese
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¥ found on his pe~son two rcports in DUMLAO's handwriting

and signed "Poison', Thcse reports gave the location of -
Japancse military establishments, companics, names of
commanding officsrs and their approximete strength., DUMLAO
had becn the 2ttorney for the Japanese Tailwan Branch Bank
in Bacolod and by comparison his hendwritlng was recognized
(R 23). He was arrested and placed in prison by the Japanese
(R 7). One of thz first ren arrested ofter DUMLLO was
Agustin SEGOVIA, fecretary to the Provincial Governor, who
wos relecsed of cspionnmge charges when in fact he was one
of the members of th: rine., He warned thc others, Put they
wore afraid to flee, foering the Japanese would retaliate
against thelr families (R 21). Five of the twclve arrested
wore releesed after being interrogated. They and others
wopre tortured, One could hardly stand or liec down as his
cntire body was swollen, Another was mangled 2nd black

sand blue, Still snother wes beaten severcly with a police
club and thrown by Ju-jitsu, One man was beaten with a
club, “hrown across the floor and the next night was forced
to jump from = window eightcen or twenty feet above asphalt
pavement, which disloceted his his cauvsling him to lose his
power of locomotion for abovt four monthc, Another man was

thrown from & staircase about twelve feet high (R 13, 14, 17).

Some of the men werc relensed through the influence of the
Provincial Governor (R 17), and nne was released because a
fricndly interpreter substltuted answers that were satls-
factory to the Japanese (R 2, 22). Scven of the twelve men
arprested have never been scen since, ALt least one was in
the jail on 9 March 1945, All prisoners in the jail were
rcleased by American forces on 30 M=rch 1945, The seven
men were not among those liberated (R 2, 5, 8, 17). One
of the perpetrators admits that two of %he victims were
oxecuted by his order, H= stated that he wrs cerrying out
the order of Genersl KONO (R 3, 6, &, 10, Ex A). No trizl
wes given these men (R 3).

While e-nfined by the Japanese, the following method of
torturc wes observad, though it is not known who these vic-
tims were, It is possible they were other members of the
cspionzge ring. One man w2s beaten vntil he wes 2 mass of
blood. Another man was strnoped to a tsble and his wrists
burned with 2n alcohol fleme until the odor of burning
flesh filled the room, & third man hnd o bayonet thrust

through his arm ~t the wrist, 2nd es he was belne questioned,

the bayonet was gradunlly forced down his arm (R 14),
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