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XIT TACTICAL AND OPGRATIONAL DATA (COUTINUED) Report No. 3=4

endeavoring to stay with him, stalled and spun at tne top of the
seconé clinb; next saw Comdr., Torrey at tne bottom of his third cive,
but in crossing over to attempt a join up, Kent lost him uncer nls
right wing. Condr. Torrey was not seen again.

At 1230, after Lt, Hilkene advised Lt. Bonneau that he was out
of armunition, Bonneau called the flight leader for the flight lccder's
position. No answer was received, and since almost all planes Verae
low on gas and armmunition, Bonneau ordered planes to join on hin
to weave to the rendezvous point 20 niles cast of Choja. <4Unee Iore
7ekes and Tonys attacked with individual stern runs, naking the
withdrawal a running battle out to the rendezvous point, a dlstence
of approximately 50 miles. Lt. Hilkene and his wingman, Lt(jg)
Cartledge, moientarily separated from the otners on leaving the coastT,
were attacked by six Zekes, resulting 1in Hilkenets being shot cown
by a hit and an explosion in his cockpit. Cartledge then cdove ior
the deck and got away.safely.

on reaching the rendezvous point Lt. Bonneau saw all unidentificd
FOF crash and sink, investigated and found no survivor. The formation
returned to base, landing at 1400,

Jap nlanes made individual attacks fron above and astern, diving
out of the clouds and then either pulling back up or breaking avay
in 2 split S. Our defense consisted of weaving tactics.
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An account of the individual actions in which plancs viorc
destroyed is attached,
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ACTIONS IN VHICH ENEMY PLANES WERL SHOT DOWN Report No. 2-45
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Lt(jg) Kent shot at and damaged three S/E Jap fighters, T70
* of which werc climbing for altitude after a run on the rear of
our formation and the other breaking away in a turn. Kcnt saw
numerous hits along the fuselage of all three planes.

Lt. llcGowan destroyed a Zeke from below with a burst in tuc
belly as the Zeke reached the top of his climb. The Zeke burncc,
In addition, licGovan damaged another Zeke and two Tonys, the Zclke
during his run, and the two Tonys as they climbed for =B o leri (o 5

Lt(jg) Reiner destroyed a Tojo and probably destroyed a Zce.
The Zeke “"flew right in front of me" making a run on Lt.llicGovean
and Reiner hit him in the belly as the plane dived in rront of .1lri.
The Tojo came in on a run to Reiner's left, so he pulled over end
frorn directly behind and above, got hits on the engine end cockpilt.
The Tojo also went down out of control to crash and burn.

I4t. Valencia destroyed a Tony after the Tony completed an
attack fror astern and then crossed over Valencials flight pati.
As he crossed Valencia got in a long burst from 300 to 00, nhitting
cockpit, radiator and aft end of fuselage. Tony began to sinoke
at the radistor and then burst into Ilames.

Lt(jg) l'itchell destroyed a Tojo, by turning iate 1Tt Trong above
while weaving. A short, then a long burst, started thc Tojo snmollng
after which ILt. Valencia saw the pilot bail out.

Lt(jg) French destroyed a Tony by closing in fast ir-n & slight
turn. \ing roots were set afire, pieces were seen to leave Llhe plane,
and then as French made a sharp turn to avoid collision tnc 1ony
flamed and went down.

Lt(jg) Smith destroyed a Tony which made a head on run on tiac
opposite section. Smnith turned into hin, fired, and on hitting the
cngine, saw the Tony burn, smoke, and go cdown.

It. Bonncau destroyed an Oscar, by turning into him as hc cove
to atteck. Bonneau saw hits on the fuselage, and a short tirc aftcer,
watched the pilot bail out. Bonncau also damaged thrce Zclics aind
onc Tony, &l1ll of them as they recovecred from attaoks on our 10FNevLio

Lt(jg) Lndrews danaged onc Zeke, two Tonys, anc a ToJo 11 the
melee, from all angles behind, with hits on wings and Tusclage.

Lt. Hilkenec, before he was shot down, was scen to CosTroy <
Zeke. Confirmed by Lt(jg) Cartlecdge, wingmnan.

Lt(jg) Cartledge, in two hcad on runs probably destroycd a Zeke
and damaged another. The first plane was scen to go down snoking
badly after hits on the cngine., On thce second, Cartledge gcy a
good burst into the engine.
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