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GOVERIMENT SECTION

5 March 1951

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Chief, Government Section

SUEBJEC .  Bill for Supply of Textbooks to Children who Enter
Schools in 1901

The Local Finance Commission in computing the financial needs of tThe
local communities in the fiscal year 1951-52 included ¥139,000,000 to cover
the expenses occurring with the passage of the attached draft legislation,
This legislation in its original form required free textbooks for first
vear students in Mathematics, National Language and Science. The plan was
to extend this in years to come to all compulsory education grades. The
Bducation Ministry considered this an educational requirement under the
Constitution., The Local Finance Commission in opposing this stated that
the constitutional requirement only covers education facilities, and if
this new interpretation were to be adopted, the Education Ministry had
violated the Constitution for the past few years, The subject beceame a
political issue and the Local Finance Commission decided to compromise if
the Education Ministry would subsidize half the total cost, Due To rising
costs, it is estimated that for National Language and Arithme%ic textbooks
for the first year the total cost would be ¥500,000,000, The lLocal Finance

Cormission opposed this bill in the Vice Ministers' Conf'erence but was over=-
ruled,

As the figure 139,000,000 was included in the computation tTo determine
the equalization grant the Education ilinistry considers that the equivalent
amount is earmarked in the Loeal Government Budgets. Passage of the bill
would force the local governments to include the expense for the textbooks
in their budget and add to financial problems, It would further give the
Education Ministry a basis for drawing an exact parallel in their request

to pass the Campulsory Education Standard Expense bill previously vetoed
by SCAP.

M., MATSUEKATA
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w3 SCHDOLING SYSTEM TO, BE , s
RETAINED AFTER PEACE-~-AMANO  (Noon Edition)

Kyodo

FUKUSHIMA, July 9.-=-fducation Minister
Teiyu “mano stated yei}tel*day that the 6=3 compule
sory schooling system (six-year primary school
and three~year junior middle school) would be
continued after the peaca treaty.

Abeard a train Fukushima %o atvend a
conveﬁtior; for the promotion nf techinical edu-
cation, Amano said he opppSes opinions on an
eischt=year compulsory school education. Hce z2aid
this does not provide enough sciwoling.

Amang said his 'L‘Iin.istry 18 contenrlating

| legiclation to make the school luncli program
perpetual. He denied a rumol that tae progi'mn
would be abolished with the Termination oI the

2 U,S. Aid Counterpart fund in October.
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6-+5 schooling system 2

tle said the present number of 71 univere
sitles and colleges is not top many for Japan,
and added he does not favor the eXpancion 2f all
colleges'to a wniversity status.
The graduate school syster: will Dbo opencd
in the spring of 1953, he sald, but he wishes
o limit thf.; esvablishment of graduate schosla (*s
those universities with =ualified facilities
both in faculty and eguipnient.
The Education Minister is dissaticfied
with the present Board of Educatinn éys"i; érli,- He
refers the Covermment appointment of members of
vie Board of Education i‘&tlzer than selecting
rembers Wy public election,
The Bducational SySte.m Reform council will
80 out 01 eXxistence following the peace treaty, ‘

Arano stated. He said he intends to create a

Central Bducation couneil to study postpeace

oducational problens,
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6m3 Schooling system S %
| ;
Amano . atressed that the mbst jmportant

] postepeace pIrou lal{fl is to enhance thé people’'s
understand ing of international affairs. For
this purposan, he sald he aims to form Q iUNECO-
: organ within the Government in ¢oo peration with
the Foreign Office.

0t11e? poste=peace issues, .he c::\n"cinued,
include promction oI industrial education and
supplementary schooling for those finishing
compulsqry educatiol. Legiaslation for these
are under .contemplat ion, he added.
The Bducation Minister also 18 Claanding

-~ ereatc an sthical course il intemediate

e el -~
S\J-.:.uwlu N

A X - - _ =000 ==




' f_-t_

%

GENERAL HBADQUARTRS

SoriENE COMMANIER FOR THE ALLIED PUWERS
Government Ssction

Pobliec Affairs Division

”
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RMOORD 3
E

SUBNECT: Hinistry of Bducation Froposal for Revision of Board of Sducation lLaw

1. Nr., Falto, » representative in the Mintstry of Edusation, called &%
1500 hours yesterday to discuss a Mimietry of Bducatien propesal that the Board
ormuumuwnmm-nuuwnwnmm

oF asseublies, oF the mayors or assemdliss of wunicipalities

edusaticn, the right te reduce budget proposals Tfor education to a figure belew

that used by the Loecal Finence Commission as the basis for determining sgual issticn
grant appropristions. He arzued that this remedy is essential in ordsr %o ¥itsngthen
the school board system, which is presently se ineffestual it i3 likely seen %o be
complately discredited., It weas made cleay to Mr., Naite that the issue falls
directly within the competence of CIaE, that Headquarters advice soncerning the
watter should come from that Sesction, He indicated his wderestanding, bud urged
that he be permitied to hear an informsl expression o views., Theresliter 1
discussed the proposal dut with the reservation that I sxPress personsl views,

e 1 stated my opinion that the proposal wes essentislly mo different
{rem that contained in the Standard Minimum Education Special Bill, submitted to
the Headguarters shertly defore the end of the last regulsr Diet session. Nr.
Haito argued that it wves fundsmentally different because the new propeei tion
weuld in eifeft assign to the Local Finance Cosmission the right to deteraine
aivimum expenditures for education, a power reserved o the Bducation Ministry
in the original propesal. I expressed the view that the Local Pinsnce Commissien
could not be expectad %o sceept any sush direct respensibility for educstios,
that the Commission Establishment Law does mot provide for say such sssumption
of authority by the Commission. It vas further noted that figures used as the
vasis for the Commission's caloulations are 2t this stage in the developmen$ of
the equalization grant system necessarily spproxizate and inszast, hardly a
reasonable besis for dstermining specific minimum educational requiremente. It
vas pointed oul, morecver, that the record of prefectural speanding for education,
the %otal average of which is less than one per cent belovw the siandard used in
deternining the equalisation grant, is not as serions as completely to discredit
the school board systam, It was acimowledged that measures to asssurs 2 sonewhad
greater sutonomy for losal school boards might be jJustified, but it wes suggested
thal the proposed ocure wes ill-suited o remedy the defects complained of. Xr,
N¥ai% was advised tc consider other seans of solving the problem.

OSBORNE HATGE
Chief, Publiec Affsire Division
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4 s GHQ, SCAP «
- CIVIL INFORMATION AND EDUCATION SECTION

INTRASECTION MEUORANDUM
FRGi4: OIC, Policy and Progrgmﬁ Branch

S

25 September 1950

THRU : '__. Chief, Information Division .

TO: Chief, 411 Media Branches ’ .
Information Officers, Policy and Programs Branch

Fact Sheet No. 31,'

SUBJECT :

| 1. Hérewith Fact Sheet No. 34 on the Board of Education e}.ect.ion 10 No- . ,
mer 19500 ' . - | > | 4

ITEM ONE

1

BACKGROUND ON THE BOARD OF EDUCATION LAW (Source: Board of Educabion
Law) The Board of Education Law aims "at attaining the primary objectives -
of education by -establishing the Board of Education so as to execute educa-
tionfl administration based upon the equitable popular will and befitting
actual loczl conditions, with the realization that education should be con-
ducted witheut submitting to undue control and should be responsible to the -
entire people." It was passed by the Diet 5 July 1948 and was promulgated
and became effective ten days later, The law provided for the setting up of
prefectural and local boards of education in 46 prefectures (including Osaka-
fu, Tekyo-to, and Hokkaido) and the "five major citiea" of Yokohama, Kyoto,
Osaka, Nagoya, and Kobe by November 1950. This was later amended to provide
that ¥cities, excluding the five major cities and excludinf, other cities
which have already established boards of education, must.establish boards of
education on 1 November 1950, or 1 November 1952, and towns and villages
(excludiru those which have already established boards of educatien) on
1 November 1952." The law provides that prefectural boards of education shall
consist of seven mombers, six of whom shell be elected by the people and one
elected by and from the prefectural assembly; local boards shall have five
members, four of whom shall be elected by the people and one elected by and
from the local assembly. The members are to be elected in accordance with
the provisiohs of the Public Service Election Law. Diet members, members of
assemblies of local public bodies (other than the assembly membérs clected
by the asscmblics as board members), national and local public service per-

- sonnel in full-timc service, and these who shall be appointed through ths
election, decision, or consent of the Diet or .the assemblies of local public
bodigs, canhot concurrently to mambers of any board of education, Board mem-
bers shall serve for four ycars, half of the elected membérs being selected
cvery two ycars, except for the assemblyman, whose term of office as board

nmember coinciaes with his term of office as asaemblmn

ITR T
RESULTS OF THE FIRST ELECTION 5 OCTOR 2 'OA8 /Source:  Education .

gl




| E
- -
Division, CIE) In the first edection; held 5 Qctober 1948, boards of cduca-
tion were elected for the 46 prefecturcs, for the five major ¢ities, and for
46 municipalities. The percentage of qualified voters who participsted was
29«5 por cent for the nation as a whole. The voting was higher in rural dis-
tricts than in citiess Of the 23,000,000 registered veters who turned out,
11,000,000 were women., A nusber of teachers (66 active and 47 former members
of the profession) were elected.and, in accordance with the Board of Education -
Law, resigned their teaching jobs to take the new positions. Twenty-nine
- wopmen candidates were successful,

¥
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ITEM THREE

THE COMING ELECTION (Source: Ministry of Education) The Board of Edu-
cation Law provided that the term of office for members was to be four years
cxcept for the first members elected, where those receiving the largest vote
became four-year members, the others two-year members. It is in accordance
with the law's provisions for clections every two ysars for half the nember-
ship that the elections are to be held 10 November 1950. In"addition to the
elections for the 46 prefectures and five major cities, elecctions will also -
be held in 62 rmnicipal.it.ios throughout Japan.

ITEA FOUR

~ DUTIES AND PO ERS OF BUARDS OF m..'m:m (Source: Boa'rd of Education
Law) Prefectural boards of education have control over all schools and other
educational institutions established by the prefoectures concerned, while lo-
cal boards have control over all schools and educational institutions estab-
lished by the local bodies copecerned. In carrying out its functions, the
board of education takes charge of the mat.ters concerning the following:

& Eatablishment, control and abolition of schools and- other sduca-
tional inst-itutg.ona.

be Acqui.aitlon, custody, and disposal of property used or decided to
be used by schools and ot.her educational institutions.

ce Curriculum contents and methods of teaching.

de Seleot.lon of textbooks. -

e+ Appointment, dismissal, and other personnel affesirs of principals
and teachers in accordance with the provisions of the Law for the Special
Regulations comcerm.ng Educational Public Servme.

! Appointment, dlsmssal and other porsonnel affairs of the staffs
of the board of education, schools s end other educational institutions.

Labor unions organized by personnel of the board of education, schools

Be

‘and other ec}ucat,ional institutions.,




",. | < -“5,*

-
e
®

® -

e

3. Establishment and chonge of school sites, planaing of repair and
waintenance of school and othoe buildings, and perforuance of such work.

» I Integra'tion of teaching alds and other equipment.
Je Enagtment y amendment =nd rebca l-of Board of Education Regulations.

. k. “Budgets of revonue snd expandit_ufe under the jurisdictjon of the
board of -education, - - »

. 1. Administration of endowment funds and rescrve funds for educational
PUrposes, - | '

T e ‘c°ﬂtl.;&0t3 for managing educationzl affairs.

-

n. Sdeial dducation.

e O St/w

personnel.

~and training of principals, te.chers and other educational ‘ ;

8
-

P« Health, wall—bejné end welfare measurcs for principals, teachers
and other -sducational persénnel as weil as for pupils, children 2nd Kinder-
gartcn children. . A AL _ Ay o e

qe Pl&‘ming and execﬁtion of school ﬁeé lth progranms.

X% Rﬁminiistrat.ion of saxﬂ.teﬁl'on of school environment.
Se Filing of cori'.if.jlcate'a and of ficial document s. |

t, Réagﬁch énd statistics concerning 'adu;af:ion. |

B E‘ducatiopal affeirs under its Jjurisdiction.
LTEM F1VE

IMPCRTANCE OF BUAKD OF EDUCATION ELECTIONS (Source: Btatcment by the
Chief, BEducation Division, CIE) "By participating in board of education
elections, the Japanesc pcoplc are assuming responsibility for thzs education
of their children. The choice of representatives to serve as mcabers _of the
board of education dotermines, to a great exteht, the scope and Qusliity of
education which Japan provides for its future citizens. AR

"It is no longer possible for. the people to'blame the fauits or the in-
adequacies of the school systex upon an intrenchcd national bureaucracy or
upon untrained and indifferent officials. The whole people arc responsible
and thoe fatc.of the school-~tho students--even Japan hersclf--is determined,
in considerable mecasure, by the ssriousness and carc with which the-Japanesc

"
-




peoplo solect the men and women who are to represent them as mmbers of the
school boards.

"Board of cducation mambers arc, first of z1l, servants of thec whole
commanity, In fact, thore is no public office which is more important than
that of board of aducation sicmbeors. It is the rocsponsibility of the whole
community to pro#ida an adequate cducation for its citizens .and to assure
equality of cducational opportunity. The whole cormunity selccts, from among
1ts own members, the citizens who arc best-cualificd to represent the inter-
ests of the community in operation of the:school system. Thus, it is not an
overstatement to say that much of the responsibility for the future citizens
of Japan, and the future of Japan as a nation, is in the hands of the boards
of education which will be e¢lected on t.he tenth of November."

~-

LTEL - SK

. DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS FOR MAMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION (Source:
-~ Education Div:.sion, CIE)

ae &ard of Education mnbers should have a decp and lasting faith in
¢ducation;

b. Board of Educat.lon nmembers should be. devoted to the building of a
real and permanent democratic society in Japan;

’

c. Board of Educetion members should be familiar with the educational
needs of the comrunity and understand the role of the schools in fulfilling
thosac needs"

d. 3Board of Education members should be compctent and highly respected
ncobers of the community; _

€. Board of Education members should possess good judgment snd be of
sound moral character. ‘ .
: <

ITH: SEVEN ey

UNDESIRABLE TRAITS FOK MEABZRS UF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION (Source: Edu-
cation Division, CIE) None of the following persens should be Board of Edu-
cation mepbers: | ’

a. Persons who have not been successful in their vocatibn;

. Persons who think of the poeition as = stepping stoye to other po&i-
ticns; - o | il

c. Persons who expect to profit financially from the pos.,.t:l.on by cdoing

business with the schools, .

{ *gt
& 2
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¢ peOplo sclect the men and women who are to represent them as members of the
school boardw.

"Board of cducation members arc, first of 211, servants of the whole
comrunity, In fact, there is no public office which is morc important than
that of board of education membors. It is the rosponsibility of the whols
community to provide an adeguate education for its citizens.and to assure
equality of cducational opportunity. Theo wholc cormunity sclects, from anong
1ts own members, the citizens who arc best-cualificd to represent the inter-

ests of the community in operation of the: school system. Thus, it is not an
overstatement to say that much of the responsibility for the future citizens
,of Japan, and the future of Japan as a nation, is in the hands of tho boards
of education which will be c¢clected on the tenth of November."

.-

ITEL SIX .

% Dmmau. ‘.IUALIFICATIONS FUR mms OF THE BOARD OF EDUCaTION (Sources
Education Dinsion, CIE)

e ™ Bcard of Education md)ers should have a decp and lasting faith in
¢ducation;

b. Board of Educat.lon merbers should be devoted to the building of a
real and. permanent democratic society in Japan;

\

~ c. Board of Educztion members should be famliar with t,hé educationsl
needs of the community and understand the role of the schools in fulfill.ing

thoseo hc.eda

d. Board of Education mnbers should be compctent and highly reSpected
neabers of the community; . _

e. Board of Education members should possess good judgmcnt and be of
sound moral character.

I‘I‘ﬂ»ﬁ SEVEN ’

UNDESIRABLE TRAITS FOK MEABZRS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION (Source: Edu-
cation Division, CIE) None of the following persens should be Board of Edu-

cation meobers: . ’ , 2

a. Persons who have not been successful in their vocation:

b. Persons who think of the poeition as a2 stepping stoge to other poéi-
tions; | b | £

c. Persons who expect to profit. financially from the position by doing
business with the schools, '

-
-
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d. Persons who would subordinate the interests and needs of the whole
comaum.ty in order to serve the selfish aims of a particul.ar pclitical party;
group, assocdation; labor union, organization of any kind, or individuel.

. \ | | s ‘ /
e. Persons who wish to administer the schools themselves rather than
to represent the co.munity in seeing that the achools are admim.stered by .

properly quallfiod profess::.onal people. |
-, /-' . - ’,
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" SUGGESTIONS FO: TREATILINT

General. The Ministry of Education is distributing various information , |
materials for use in publicizing the Board of Education and the election. ; S
These materials will be distributed to the prefectural. boards of educstion %
which will ‘make them availablc for the Board of Zducation elect.lon commtt.c,es

which are b01ng set up in each prefccture.

* Exhibit s, Item Four: :Many of the powers and dutics of Boards of Educa-
tion lend themselves to a panel exhibit for wide display in conference halls,
schools, department store windows, in railroad statlons, ctc. 'A prologue .
and an epllogue pancl might spotlight the fact that since the boards wield
.such important powers they should be_chosén with the utmost care. -

+Press and Publications., A’ series of background news st.orles are being
written_ for thc Ministry ¢f Education by national newspapermen and -will be SRR
distributed in tear-shcecot form for use as straight news, rewrite material, | R T
or as background for spc.eches and discussion, Newspapers should be encour- . i
,aged to make extensive use of this material a2s a basis for editorials' and |
ncWs stories on the importance of the boards, the groat influence which they
exert in.the community, thc need for capable candidates, the duty of voglng |
for thosc best qualified. Press interviews could be held with educational &
and civic leaders concerning th¢ functions of the boards 'and-the  importance
of the elections. Profilcd of all candidates. together with their qualifica-
tions and campaign pledges should receive due attentien. Newspapers should
be urged to make their choices of the best candidates and to wage a vigorous
campaign on their behelf, A series of news stories could be built arcund the
accomplishments of the boards, since the first clection two years ago. The
mechanics of nominating and electing board members should be explained, using.
the Board of Education lLaw and local and natlonal clcctlon laws for -background

material. + _ . 7 .
Radm Encourage stat:.ons to glve over a conalderable part of iocal

broadcast time to cxplana‘tions of the law and elecction procedures. Round-

table and question~and-answer shows are idegl for presenting this type of

program. Dramatization could be made of & typical board wceting showing the

multlple activities handled by the membors and how their deecisions affect i

everyone-in the conm\m:.t,y. Encourage stations to report on candidates and

their qualifications, gl\rmg each canchdatc, cgual’ Opportum.ty to air his

Views.,

-
-

Motion Pictures. Encouragec newsrecel companies to get a statement from
the Minister of Iducation ‘on what the election mcans to each houschold in
Japan. . Suggest that newsrecls get feature lips of pre-clection rallies and &
of action at the voting booths on election day. | L | | I

4

| ' Educational Films. ZEncourage the use of documentaries now in the hands
. of prefectures, such as Every_'ono School, during the weeks preceding the
CleCt10n3. .

' ‘\?\e_snmmg_ [ R A
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Visual Matc.,rlals. The. b.inist.ry of Iiducation wilkl distribut s the following'

' L(' ‘
L, Two fllm strips for usg in connection m_th dlscues.xon programs, Thay .

&
_cover the relationship of the board;. the: superintendent,  and the schools in.

great detail and will be accompanlcq by & printed discussion pamphlet. The

material-in these strips‘siould answer most of the techm.cal quest,lons con-
cerning Boards of Education,

-

L

2¢ anuc kamsnlg i troatin of t'he f unctlons of the Boards end their

‘ © role in community life for use in rural areas. Tney are keyed to a fairly
! low levelo X £ , ' i ¥ _ - ’ X
.. SEMN POSER ¢ |, 1 poéter urging the election of good board mesbers..
' . . be useful in publicizing tho (.lCCtlon dat e

Thgse shculd
¢ 51 vabtmg out . the vow,., -

Lo Wall newspaper, appronmtely 2 1/2 x 3 1/2 in size ] grinted in
brlght. colors., It will f

eaturc an explznation of the relationships of the :
public, the Board of Education, the superintcndent » &nd the schools.., The

quali.ficdtlons of g00d board menb...rs are cited and gra,;hically pointed up o5
by @ serics. of cartoons. A use for these materizls wiil’' be sugzrested in a -
"Utilization Guide" which will be sent to all préfcctural Boards of Lducetion
for distribution to campaipn lcagers and civic eroup cvonritteos interested in
 thé election. In addition to mekine effecbive usc.of all mterisls sent out e
nationally by the Edlmstry of Educatlon, the prefecturcs sihould prepare, as
mich local material s tho fumds will permit. Care should be taken to see to _
it. that locally prepared items implement, but do not duplicate, thosc from the
% mlnistry of Education except in cescs %herc it is thought that- -duplication 1s
neccessary to effoct ample coverage.: If sufficienat fuads are availeble, it J..‘
strongly rccommended that a small, incxpensive leaflct be medc avallablé for i
cach household telling very brief ly the story of the Board of Education and )
whit -cach fanlly should takc an interest im its Editors .of prefectural wall

newspepers should be asked to give at lcast 20 per cent of their space to g
Board of Educatlon matorial between now and election day.

. >
- \ - '
-Ih' '-_ - .
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THE NEED FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF

PRIVATE SCHOOLS FINANCIAL BANK
sLvave

THE FEDERATION OF PRIVATE SCHOCOIS IN

JAPAN

It is a well known and reccognized fact among those who
are interested in the educational work &t home and abroad
that the guestion of rehabilitation of private schools which
carry on one-half the burden of the educational work in the
country deserve an immediate solution for building up a cul-~
tural nation founded upon a socund democratic principles and

practices.

At the wake of the war's end the private schools in the
country found themselves confronted with severe war damages
and losses, followed by completely unbalanced economic condi-
tions still unsettled. Despite those trying conditions how-
ever they have endeavored and barely managed tTo hold their own

position and continued to educate the youths to date.

There are at present some 3000 private schools altogether,
comprised of 120 Universities, 152 Junior Colleges, 85 Colleges
(Semmon Gakko), 870 New Upper High Schools, 850 New Lower High
Schools, and 1000 Kindergartens, not counting speclal vocational
schools. These institutions have enrollment of some 1,500,000
students and pupils with some 70,000 educators engaged thereiln.
Numerical consideration alone is sufficient to indicate the

magnitude of the problem lying before the couatry.

The postwar revision of the educational system almed at

higher standards of education further rsquires better school
facilities and equipments, which in turn means additional burden

of no small financial regquirement for the schools already under
extreme pressures.

The tuitions, the major scurce of schocl income, have
reached the mamimum limit bearable by the students, but even
this source is quite inadeguate to meet unproportionately in-
creased school expenditures in new salaries and maintenance.
More recently increasing numbers of students are either leaving
school campus or falling arrears in payment of tuitlions for

financial reasons, thereby augment the burden to be borne

by the schools. These trends neot y place the schools in

tighter straits, but it also will have ill bearing upor social

;;cui-ity and unnecessarily retard the fulfilment of social
eals,

i0 be more specific the following points deserve closer
considerations:-




i1, Under the new system the schools are reguired %o
have more bulildings and egquipments, and in many instance
repairs and renovations in varied degrees. Should they fail
0 meet the standards aet for them within the stated period
of time the alternative would be the lose of school charters.
On the other hand if they are forced to finance for themselves
it would require unduly long time at best.

1I. General financing agencies are practically unavailable
for the private schools %o accommodate their financial reguire-

mnents.

- £ There are two special financial agencies, the People's

Financial and the Housing Financial Banks, that have been

legallized and are in operation already. At about the same
time in the past the need for rehabilitation bank to aid the
private schools had been advocated, and the sentiment in favor
of 1t was expressed in the Diet, but it still remains unful-

filled to date,

1il. 1In all events general financial agencies are operated
primarily for profit, irrespective of econcmic conditions, and

it would be teoo much for non-profit m%cnltml operations
such as scheols to expect them to accommodate thelr needs.

On the foregeing basis, therefore, the Federation of
Private Schools of Japan maintains that a pertinent measure
be adopted by the government as proposed herewith to ald the
private schools and their students.
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To : General MacArthur, The Supreme Commander
For The Allied Power

Subject : Petition Regarding Restrictions On Political
Activities Of Educetional Personnel

The House of Councillors' election recently held was
a crucial test to the Public Office Election Law and

taught us many things to be reconsidered and criticigzed.

Nith the end of the election the eighth session of

the Yational Diet has been convened, attended 0y the newly
elected representatives.

OUn looking back upon the recent election, we keenly
feel the necessity of restrictions on the scope of political
activities of educational personnel. Accordingly, we hereby

submit this petition before you asking for your fair 3Jjudge-
ment.

Under Article 137 of the Public Office Election Law,
educational personnel are reguired not to take advantage of
their positions in carryinz out election campaigns so that
elections can be held in a fair and square manner by ap-
pealing to their good sense.

It is to be regretted, however, that a considerable
number of teachers acted contrary to reason in various
places within lawful means, and that they were devoted to elec-
tion eampaigns, going too far in support of = particular
political party or particular candidates therefrom.

In the concrete, as many as six candidates were return-
ed in the recent election from among the educational personnel
that ran for the national and loesl constituencies, under the
strong support of the union organization.

In this connection it is an undeniable fact that their
success in the recent election might be due mainly to the
all-out election drive conducted oy the teachers' unions:
the union members, whether they liked or not, were forcibly
mobilized from early in the morning till late at nisht in
accordance with the instructions of the union neadquarters;
they wer: busy at their on-the-street campaigns, resotting
Co all sorts of election tactics. They went so far in their




election campaigns as to make us feel as if the provisions

in Article 137 of the Public Office Electiorn Law were entire~

ly de&do

In fact, a great number of teachers deserted their

sacred platformsdfor dlection campaigns. Such being the
we cannot but he worried about The grave effect it

case,
the future of education in this country.

may have on

As stipulated ir the Japenese Constitution, public
' employees are in no way allowed to work for eny special
group but they have a duty to serve for the common interesis

of the public at large.

This ig a truth universally acknowledged under any
democratic regime. Especially, educational personnel are
strictly required to devote themse lves to the educationsl
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