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Some Important Documents Relating
to the Movement for Asiatic
Regeneration and National
Reconstruction
1. A DECLARATION

At this time when the Chinese nation is undergoing
the most severe trial in her glorious history, we have
managed to embark upon the Movement for Asiatic Regene-
ration and National Reconstruction. Our purpose is to deliver
our fatherland from eventual ruination and to perpetuate
its existence.

Several months have elapsed since we set to work. Now
that the New Central Government is being established a
ray of hope has pierced the gloom that had heretofore
shrouded our national lJife. We have been moved by Mr.
Wang Ching-wei’s Declaration of Dec. 16, 1939, in which
he made illuminating remarks on the current situation.

The Sino-Japanese war has dr;igged over a period of
three years now. The material and spiritual losses suffered
by both Chipa and Japan are beyond estimation. It has long
been regretted by the enlightened that a war of such magnitude
should have been waged between the two peoples who share
the same race and language. It is generally admitted that
their conflict has only provided an opportunity for other
countries to reap profits.

The Chungking Government which has deliberately
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ignored the national welfare 6n the one hand and has chosen
to tolerate Communist exploitation on the other, is still
pursuing its cut-throat policy without giving any heed to
the existing realities. Instances are too numereus to cite,
where the Chungking Regime has shunned negotiations for
peace and refused to bury the hatchet for a breathing
spell. .

For more than ten years, Mr. Wang Ching-wei has been
at the helm of the Kuomintang, and his achievements in the
interest of the nation and the party have been weHl known.
to both Chinese and foreigners. He has spared no time in
promoting the national welfare. His is a jaudable cause which
is definitely beneficial to the nation, for otherwise he has
no reason to place his personal safety and reputation in.
jeopardy.

As far as we know, the primary object of Mr. Wang’s.
move is to deliver China from perdition, taking advantage
of Japan’s inclination toward peace. In order to follow what
is generally considered the right path through which national
salvation can be achieved, Mr. Wang has determined to
defy all abusive imputations which may be directed against
him. His devotion to the cause of national welfare commands
our high admiration.

We who are advocating the movement for Asiatic
regeneration and national reconstruction deem it incumbent
upon us to pledge our support to the cause which Mr. Wang
is espousing, knowing as we do that there has been no war
in history that did not end at all. )

We have set before us the task of Asiatic regeneration.
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and national reconstruction, devoting all our efforts to bring
it to a successful consummation. We hope that with the.
promotion of this movement, all the Asiatic peoples will be
able to achieve complete independence and freedom among-
themselves on the basis of eguality and sincere cooperation.

With the foundation of national reconstruction being
laid at present, we hereby declare to the whole nation the
scope and nature of our movement, which we hope will.

receive their support.

.

2. OBJECT AND IDEAL OF THE MOVEMENT
FOR ASIATIC REGENERATION AND
NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION

The Movement for Asiatic Regeneration and National
Reconstruction is the outtome of an intellectual reaction of a
group of young men and young women, who have been
inspired by Mr. Wang Ching-wei’s movement for national
salvation through peace and anti-Communism. These young
people comprise the former vanguards of the anti-Japanese
front, who but a short time ago took active part in the-
campaign of resistance. Now they are working to support
Mr. Wang in his efforts to realize the cause of national
salvation. Their efforts are being exerted from the standpoint
of Chinese youths and the general public, being of a purely
objective nature. The chief aim of their endeavor is to.
secure a permanent peace and to realize genuine cooperation
between China and Japan.

The introduction of the slogan ¢¢‘Asiatic Regeneration
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and National Reconstruction™ is identified with an article
written by Mr. Yen Chun-kuang, one of the chief exponents
of the movement. In this article, detailed explanations have
been given of the inside facts of the campaign of resistance
in the light of the actual conditions of the country and the
international situation, and the traditional relations between
<China and Japan. So at the very outset, it is admitted in
the article that the current war is fraught with great signi-
ficance with respect to China and Japan, and to the Far East
and the whole world. In order to awaken the Chinese people
to existing realities in China, and also to ensure a better
understanding of the future, he put out six items in the
article:

1. The national status of China is fundamentally that
of a semi-colony. An agricultural country on a semi-feudalistic
basis, China has been subjected to!the influences of interna-
tional imperialism. She has never achieved the position of
an independent and sovereign state.

2. If China wants to achieve the status of a modernized
‘state with complete independence and full sovereignty, she
must depend upon the assistance of a foreign nation. But as
things stand now, all the Western Powers which have esta-
blished interests in China have turned China into a supply
source of raw materials and a market for their manufactured
goods. All they are endeavoring to do is to expand their own
capitalism and none of them has ever given a mind to China’s
aspirations of becoming a state actually independent and fully
modernized. What is worse, they have conspired to block

the national progress of China, and Soviet Russia is especially
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notorious for her policy to bolshevize the country. )

3. China’s neighbor, Japan, who has assimilated the-
civilizations of the West and the East, has made spectacular
strides in various fields of endeavor ever since the Meiji
Reform Movement. Her demand for continental expansion:
is. therefore, an inevitable tendency.

4. The ar\;agonism between China and Japan has at last
resulted in the current war which is a targedy to both.
countries.

5. Since China and Japan share the same race and lang-
uage, there is every possibility of forestalling the catastrophe
now facing the two countries. However, due to the intrigues
of the Western Powers and Soviet Russia, there has developed
a rift in the feelings of the two peoples.

6. Taking a broad view of the world situation as a whole,
we can see that the world is now divided into various.
cultural and economic areas, namely Europe; America and
Soviet Russia which covers both Europe and Asia. However,
China occupying a greater part of the Asiatic continent has
been turned into a target ‘of imperialistic attacks by the:
European and American countries and Soviet Russia. And
owing to the anomalous pnlicy of ‘‘befriending the romote and.
attacking the near”, a policy which has been adhered to by the
Chungking Regime, failure has attended the readjustment of
the relations between China and Japan. This is apparently
the unavoidable result of the inconsistencies in the national
policies of and the past irrational relations between the two.
countries.

On the basis of the above recognitions, we have worked
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“out the following conclusions:

1. As Mr. Wang Ching-wei has put it, the enmity between
-China and Japan should be ‘removed rather than deepened.”

2. If China intends to revive her mnational spirit, to
‘improve the livelihood of her people and to modernize her
economic structure, there is no other way than to realize
the genuine and sincere cooperation between China and
Japan.

3. On the part of Japan, if she desires the realization of
her program for continental expansion and national develop-
ment, it is absolutely necessary for her to stand with China
on an equal footing. She should render unreserved assistance
~to China in the fields of political administration, military
preparedness, economic development and cultural work. She
should abandon her scheme to exploit the corrupt officials,
professional politicians, warlords and riffraff elements to
-spoil the social structure of China. Instead, she should work
with unremitting efforts for the cause of close cooperation
‘between Chinese and Japanese youths.

4. In view of the above, we decided to support Mr. Wang
- Ching-wei’s movement for 'national salvation through pedce
and anti-Communism. We are sure that such a move is absc-
lutely the only possible way to deliver the two great Asiatic
peoples from the iratricidal warfare. And in order to develop
-a bright future for both peoples, to achieve a permanent
peace for East Asia and to contribute a new culture to
mankind, we deem it necessary to revolutionize the old China
in the midst of the conflict, in order to create a new China,

-on the one hand (this 'is what we call **National Recons-
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truction™) and to restore the friendly relations with Japan
in order to strengthen the brotherhood of the two peoples,
preparatory to jointly shouldering the burden of esiablishing
.a New East Asia on the other (this is what we call Asiatic
Regeneration.)

From the above, it is clear that the movement for
Asiatic regeneration and national reconstruction is launched
with a well organized group of young men and youg women
.as its mainstay. Its principal activities include the following:

1. Paace. The current war which has carried on for
three years, is the greatest tragedy in the history of the
Chinese and Japanese peoples, In view of this, it is, therefore,
a step of first and foremost importance to strive for an
swakaning of those of the Chungking regime who are still
stuck to the idea of resisting the Japanese to the end, in

v»order to secure peace at an early date, In this connectin, we
will give particular adherence to the peace movement as
advocated by Mr. Wang Ching-wei. v

2. Anti Communism. As is known to everybody, the
intrigues of the Third Internationale are a menace not only
to China and East Asia, but to the whole world, Comymunism
‘is a dangerous doctrine and its deleterious influences are
liable to penetrate far and wide. The materialism as embodied
in Marxism is fundamentally unsuitable to the civilization
of the East. The serious position in which China finds
herself now and even the current campaign of resistance
are the results of the Communist plan to bolshevise China.
Therefore, we have decided to eradicate the Communists

and wipe out Communism at any cost in the course of
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our movement for Asiatic regeneration and national
reconstruction. .

3. National Reconstruction. In order to create a New
China out of the war-racked situation, it is necessary, first
of all, to wipe out all the corruptness of the one-party
rule of the Kuomintang, the dominance of the C, C. Clique
and the Blue Shirts Society, the menuace of the Communist
Party and the opportunist policy of professional politicians,
together with such social foibles as breach of promises and
bluffs, Instead, we foster close cooperation among the various.
political parties, for the purpose of realizing a constitutional
government. Therefore, 1t is clear that our movcment for
Asiatic regeneration and ‘national reconstruction is based
upon a highly sympathetic attitude toward the revived
Kuomintang under the leadership of Mr. Wang Ching-wei,
and to the New Central Government we pledge our warmest.
support.

4. Asiatic regeneration. Under the present circumstances,.
when the whole world is divided definitely into political
spheres of influence, it is our conviction that the task of
of creating a New China and establishing a New Order in
East Asia is indivisible. China must obtain full-hearted:
support from Japan so that a rational status of the state
based upon the principle of equal footing and mutual aid
may be achieved for China. Meanwhile, it is part of our
program to resist the invasion of the Western Imperialist
Powers. Inasmuch as the fact that China is the greatest
nation in the continent of Asia, so in our task of Asiatic

regeneration and national reconstruction, it may be saidi
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from a subjective point of view that national reconstruction,
means, in effect, Asiatic regeneration and from an objective
standpoint, Asiatic regeneration shares the significance with
national reconstruction. The ultimate motive we have in
mind with regard to our movement is the realization of
close cooperation between the Chinese and Japanese people

and all other Asiatic peoples.

3. THE ORIGIN, OPERATION AND
FORM OF THE MOVEMENT

1. Origin

After two years of fighting, in the course of which China
has suffered repeated reverses, we find sufficient proof of the
inadvisability of the policy of prolonged resistance, which
would only lead the nation to extinction.

In the political field, the Chinese Communists have
reared their heads again and their influence is expanding
with the passing of time. This evidences that the so-called
*United Anti-Japanese Front’’ is nothing but an intrigue of
the Third Internationale to bolshevize China.

With regard to the international situation, the European
war has broken out and is developing fast. As a result,
China can expect little help from the Western Powers in her
campaign of resistance. This fact gives the lie to the belief
that a “united front” will enable China to obtain assistance
from the European Powers and thus save China from
complete destruction by Japan.

As to the peace movement, ex-Premier Komnoye has
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pointed out in his Declaration that Japan harbors no territorisl
ambitions. Meanwhile, the peace movement as advocated by
Mr. Wang Ching-wei has gained great momentum during
recent months.

Under such circumstances there has arisen a strong
reaction in the mind of young people who had participated
in the political feuds in the past and rendered active services
in the campaign of resist.nce since the outbreak of the
current war.

This internal reaction and the external inspiration from
such a move as that promoted by Mr. Wang Ching-wei
finally forced them to give up their slogan of **Resist Japan®,
and in its stead, they have instituted that of * Asiatic
Regeneration and National Reconstruction.” On the basis of
this slogan, they have launched a gigantic movement.

2. Operation

This movement has its base of operations in Shanghai.
From the very beginning, we received sympathies from
local army, navy and diplomatic authorities, who have
promised to give us their support. Their help has strengthened
the structure of the movement, enabling our various plans to
be carried out as smoothly and quickly as can be expected.

Toward the end of September in 1939, the Headquarters
of the Movement was established. In October, a permanent
staff was appointed. It was not until the latter part of October
that the activities of the movement ware actually started.
At the beginning of Nevember, various enterprises began
to take shape. In the later part of th same month, several

leaders of the movement visited Tokyo for the purpose
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of explaining the scope and nature of the movement to the
Japanese Government authorities ,and people and inquiring
about their opinion on the movement. They interviewed
ex-Premier Abe, Prince Konoye and the Foreign Minister
Admiral Nomura, and other high army and naval authorities
as well as the industrial, financial and cultural leaders. In
the short space of ten days, we received great encouragement
and war msupport.

After return from Japan, we made efforts for an expansion
of the movement. On December 24, the first general
meeting was held of the members who had prarticipated in
the various enterprises. Among the more important resslutions
adopted at the meeting were (1)Expansion of cultural propa-
ganda work in order ‘to push the movement for Asiatic
regeneration and national reconstruction, and {2)Dispatch of
a message to Mr. Wang Ching-wei, paying respects for his
unremitting efforts in promoting the movement for national
salvation through peace and snti-Communism.

After the conclusion of the meeting, we have redoubled
our efforts in carrying out the various original plans which
were confirmed by the general meeting.

3. - Form

For the time being, the work of the movement is centered
around the literary propaganda, in which a thorough-going
checkup of the mistaken ideas behind the campaign of
resistance and the Communism is made, The porpose of this
work is to cultivate the thought for Asiatic regeneration and
national reconstruction. Consequently, the form of the

movement is determined by practical needs in the current
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situation, and the works of the movement are now carried:
on through the following five committees:
1. Gommittee for the Promotion of Cultural Enterprises
under the chairmanship of Mr. Chang Hsin-hai

L

Committee for the Promotion of Youth Activities
under the chairmanship of Mr. Tang Shen

w

Committee for the Promotion of Labor Activities
under the chairmanship of Mr. Wang Ho-jan

4, Technical Affairs Committee under the chairmanship.

M

of Mr, Chang Hsiu-min

o

Special Affairs Committee under the chairmanship.
of Mr. chow Pei-kang
» These five committees carry out propaganda viork in-
accordance with the nature aned scope of assignment under
their respective charge.

Two more committees to handle economic and productive
affairs will be established if such is found necessary in the
future. The projects are being pushed into the various interior-

provinces.

4. A LETTER TO MR. WANG CHING-WEI

His Excellency, Mr. Wang Ching-wei
Chairman of the Executive Committee
of the Kuo-Min Tang
Dear Sir:
Your endeavors to advocate peace and organize the New
Central Government have won the sympathy of all the
enlightened people. We have the honor to inform you that

inspired by your unremitting efforts during the past year in.
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;promoting national salvation through peace, the members
‘of the Movement for Asiatic Regeneration and Nationae
Reconstruction, at the first general meeting unanimously
adopted a resolution to pay you our heartfelt respect. we have
already sent you a copy of the resolution, which we believe
must have received your kind notice.

At present, after the successful conclusion of the Tsingtao
Conference and as the Central Political Council is being set
up as a preliminary step to the formation of the New
Central Government, we are overjoyed and would like to
take this opportunity to submit to you a report concerning
‘the organization and the operation of the Movement for
Asiatic Regeneration and National Reconstruction ever since
.its inception. We hope it will receive your kind attention.

The Movement for Asiatic Regeneration and National
Reconstruction was started in the later part of September
last year, when the Sixth Plenary Session of the Executive
Committee of the Kuomintang was held in Shanghai.

The institution of this movement was first inspired by
-our awakening to the duty of saving 6ur fatherland from
-disaster, and later by your enthusiasm in promoting the peace
movement. We. finally decided to translate our beliefs into
‘actions and since then our movement has been gradually
“taking shape.

At the very outset, we worked out these three guiding
principles:

1. To support the movement for national salvation though

peace;

2. To realize the genuine friendly relations between
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China and Japan; and

3. To oppose the communist Party and Communism.

These principles are in no way different from the slogans
introduced by yourself. The only difference lies in the fact
that yours is an all-embracing, nation-wide movement while
ours is one which Jays special stress on the social structure
of the nation. A nation-wide movement centers its activities
on politics while a social movement cmphasizes the cultural
propaganda., During the past few months., we have strived
as best we Coned to exert efforts in this direction and though
from an objective point of view, our achievements in the
interest of the peace mevement are not so groat as may
be expected, yet from a subjective standpeoint, we have
done our best with what lies within the scope of our
ability.

At our first general meeting we came to the conclusion
that while a political party, when not in power, has may
facilities in promoting the cause which the party is espousing,
it has the advantage of achieving much more effective
results in the matter of propaganda work smong the
masses. This was the unanimous opinion of all delegates
at the meeting. Consequently, we decided to appoint a
Preparatory Committee for the Crganizstion of a Political
Party. However, due teo its hurried organizat'on, this meove
has aroused some misunderstanding, which is auite regret
table.

As we know, the slogan of the so-called United Anti-
Japanese front is still explcoited by the Chungking Regime:

as a measure to maintain its tottering position. But we als>
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k.now that the united peace front is a most urgent matter
that demands our foremost attention under the present
circumstances. We, with what little we have, wish to appeal
" to all those individuals and organizations that are inclined
to peace.

Since you have been leading the peace movement and
received warm support from all sides, we are sure to count
upon your endorsement of our cause and constant encoura-
gement and enlightenment to guide our efforts.

However, in order to remove any misunderstanding
Concerning .our movement, we have decided not to proceed
with the work of organizing a political party before
obtaining your approval. Meanwhile, we intend to release
some documents for publication so that a clarification of
our stand m=y be made to the public.

Under separate cover, we are sending a copy of the
documents which we propese to publish in the newspapers.
We hope you will examine it and let us know your advice
on the mater.

We also hope that you will from time to time send
someone to assist us in the execution of our work. We
believe that will be highly beneficial to the Movement
for Asiatic Regene ration and National Reconstructian.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Chen Fu-mu
Chang Hsin-hai, and
Peng Hsi-ming.

.
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