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Conneeted with this part of the subject we must enumer-
ate one more fruitful source of female celibacy—domestic
service. The number of women servants in Great Britain,
nearly all of whom are necessarily single, is astonishing,  In
1851 it reached gos,165, and must now reach at least a mil-
lion,  Of these gog,165, 582,261 were twenty years of age
and upwards, This is a social phenomenon in all civilized
countries, though probably nowhere on so great a scale as
with us 3 it would appear to be a permanent and a necessary
onc; and probably in its essence and within duc limits is not
to be found fault with or deplored.  That there are some
evils connected with it is indisputable.  No doubt many of
these girls are exposed to considerable hardships,  More pro-
bably arc exposed to great temptations,  Thousands of them
live in a degree of comfort, and even luxury, which they
would forfeit if they married in their own rank and descended
to a cottage or a garrct of their own, and the unwillingness to
forfeit which makes them cling to single servitude as prefer-
able to conjugal and maternal cares and joys.  Thousands
of them also acquire that pereeption of, and taste for, refined
manners and modes of life which are only to be found in the
familics of the upper ranks, which gradually become almost
indispensable to them, and which we have just alluded to in
a note as constituting one of the dangers of the better edu-
cated daughters of the poor.  Lastly, all of them, or nearly
all, from ycars spent in a state of dependence and of plenty,
in which cverything is supplied to them and arranged for
them without trouble or forethought of their own, lose or
never acquire that manuging faculty and those provident
habits which would fit them to conduct a houschold of their
own, [f girls usually entered domestic service, as the Lowell
factory girls in America enter the cotton-mills, only for a

very exceptional cases, they can expect to marry, may be a good thing, but in
the present state of the English community it is a dearly gurchased woe.
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to be able to accomplish,—so far from there being too many
women for the work that must be done, and that only
women can do well, there would be too few. The work
would be seeking for the women, instead of, as now, the
women seeking for the work. We are disordered, we are
suffering, we are astray, because we have gone wrong ; and
our philanthropists are labouring, not to make us go back-
ward and go right, but to make it easier and smoother to
persist in wrong.

JOHN CHILDS AND SON, PRINTERS.
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