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J UHN VVI L L f A M S, a Welfh Divine of a very difinguijhed Character, being 

Lord Keeper of the Great heal of England, and Archbijhop of York. His Hi/lory 

vnll throve great Light on that of the Times he lived in., in which hefeems to have 
bornp a great Part. „ f: ' p , c -? 7 

JOHN WILLTAMS wasbornMarch 25, 
1582, at Aberconway, in the county of 

Caernarvon in Wales, and was the fon of 
Edward Williams, Efq; whole father, 
Wilham Williams, Efqj of Coghwillane, 
derived his pedigree from the Princes of 
North-Wales, in the timeofKing Stephen, 
and continued his coat of arms without any 
alteration from Ednevet Vifehan, Lord 
Steward of Wales in the 25th year of 
Henry II. Mr. Williams, being youngeft 
ol five Tons, his education fell to the 
lhare of his grandmother, who was 
daughter of Sir William GiifFytb, Knt. 
late of Penryn; and this Gentlewoman very 
gladly embraced the opportunity that of¬ 
fered of fending her grandfon to Ruthyn 
in Denhighlhire, to a grammar-fehool 
founded that year by Dr. Gabriel Good¬ 
man, Dean of Weftminfter, who had 
likewife appointed her kinfman, Mr. 
Robert Griffyth, the firft mailer. Mr. 
Williams could not be lefs than thirteen 
years of age when he came to this fchool ; 
however, he retrieved that difadvantage 
by the quick progrefs he made through it. 
For tnough his fpirit could not be confined 
to a conltant regular attendance; and, 
indeed, no boy played truant I'o often as 
he; yet, when he returned to his book, he 
plied it fo much to the purpofe, and made 
fuch fwift advances, that no boy was able 
to keep pace with him. He was head 
fcholar when Dr. Richard Vaughan, then 
lately made Bifhop of Bangor, happened 
to make a v;fit to this new foundation, 
and, finding his young kinfman ripe for 
the univerfit^, prefently fent him to St. 
John s college in Cambridge, where he was 
admitted in 1598, under the tuition of Mr. 
Owen Gwyn, another of his relations; 
and he became a fcholar of the houfe the 
5th of November, in the following year. 
It was obferved, that he brought with him 
hither more Latin and Greek than good 
Englifh ; and the lhame of his Welfh 
dialta proved a lucky check upon the 
fiaciablenefs of his temper ; for, avoiding 
(TTm^ny on that account, he kept dole to 
his lludies,and, being happy in a conltitu- 
tion that required no more than three 
hours fleep in the twenty-four to keep him 
in peift-a health, he read over the belt 
authors in leveral fciences, together with 
the moll conliderahle hiftorians and poets 
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Greek and Latin, while he was yet under¬ 
graduate ; and his genius was likewife foon 
obfeived to be above the ordinary level ; 
but he was moll of all diftinguilhed by a 
ready and retentive memory. He pro¬ 
ceeded bachelor of arts the latter end of 
the year 1602, and in lefs than a month, 
viz. on the 14th of April, 1603, was eledled 
into a foundation fellowlhip for the diocefe 
of Bangor, and nominated fenior of his 
eledlion by the favour of King James I. 
In 1604, his patron, Dr. Richard Vaughan, 
being promoted to the fee of London, 
gave his kinfman an invitation to his palace 
there in vacation-times. This kindnefs 
proved of great fervice to our ftudent, 
who thereby began tolhake off the aukward 
addrels of the collegian, and to acquire a 
more courtly manner. Here he likewife 
became known to John,Lord Lumley, who 
received him as a relation, and never dif- 
milled him without a prefent of ten pieces, 
and afterwards gave him leveral valuable 
books, both printed and manuferipts, out 
of his curious library. By this means, 
when Mr. Williams commenced Mailer 
of Arts in 1605, he indulged his natural- 
humour, and treated his friends at the 
commencement in a fplepdid manner, 
above the common prablice. As i'oon as 
he had completed this degree, he entered 
ferioully upon the ftudy of divinity, and, 
hiving employed two years in reading the 
Bible with the bell commentators, he un¬ 
dertook the fcboolmen, the ecclefiaftical 
hiltorians, and the fathers. In the ftudy 
of which his manner was to allot one 
month to each, whereby he found variety 
almoft as much refrelhing as ceffation 
f'Otn labour: In Inch a method he was 
likewfte lure to return to none of thefe 
courfes of learning as a ftranger, making 
his fpaces of abfence from none of them 
any longer than thofe monthlyrevolutions : 
However, as he obferved, “ viam libi 
reperit ulus and he liked his own me¬ 
thod fo well, that he was conllant to it f^r 
13 years, until he was called oft' by his 
lecular emp’oyments, and, when he was 
difeharged of them, he fell again to run 
round with his former cour/es. Riu, 
though he made divinity his chief ftu-.ly, 
yet he did not negleft other acquisitions 
ami accompliIhments. He had been early 
in ft mbled in mathematics by the ce?e- 
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brated Mr. Edward Briggs, then fellow of 
his college. He was particularly fond of 
metaphyfics, and remarkably well verfed in 
that 1’cience. Befides thefe, he acquired 
fome fkiil in mnfic, both vocal and inftru- 
mental, and a tolerable knowledge of the 
French language. Thefe feveral attain¬ 
ments, accomp anied with a more polite ad- 
drefs than is ufually l'een in clofe acade¬ 
mical ftudents, and joined to the advan¬ 
tage of being known to fome people of 
high Ration, to whom he had been occafi- 
onally introduced by theBifhop of Lon¬ 
don, brought him into confiderable repute 
and eifeem in his focietyj infcmucb, that 
in 1607, being not above 25 years of age, 
he was pitched upon as the fitted perfon to 
carry a melfage upon fome college affairs 
to the Earl of Sabfbary, then Chancellor 
of that Umveifity. 

In 1609, having loft three of his princi¬ 
pal friends, BifhopVaughan, Lord Lumley, 
and Dr. Thomas Playteie, he entered into 
holy orders, and to improve himfelf in the 
g ft of preaching took a fmali hving. In 
the mean time he had fucceeded fo well with 
his late mcftage to Lord Salifbury, that he 
was frequently delegated by the college on 
the like occaiions to other great perfonages, 
as to the Lord Chancellor Egerton, and 
Archbifhop Bancroft 5 and his prudent 
addrei’s in discharge cf thefe trufts proved 
not more ferviceable to the college than 
to himfelf. In 1610, he preached on Luke 
xvi. 22. before the Un.verfity at St. 
Mary’s-church, with great applaufe, as he 
did eight months after at Royfton before 
the King, when Piince Henry being pre¬ 
fer, was fo much pleafed with his fermon, 
that he promifed to prefer him. Another 
time being deputed by the fociety for 
their Agent to the Court, to petition the 
King for a mortmain, his Majefty not 
only granted the fuit, but was (truck with 
focnething he obrerved very pleafing in the 
fuitor, and fome time after gave him the 
reidory of Graf ton Regis, in Northampton- 
fhire, to which he was inftituted May 3, 
361,1. Ar ,Midfuinmer the lame year, he 
was recommended to be chaplain to the 
Lord Chancellor Egerton, who Itkewife at 
his requeft excused hts attendance at 
York-houle for the firfb year, that he 
might not lofe the benefit of the proftor’s 
place in the Univerfity, which office regu¬ 
larly devolved upon him at Michaelmas 
following, as f'enior of his election in the 
college ; an advantage that he owed to the 
King’s letrer fe nttothe fociety in his favoui. 
Soon afterChriflmas, the Duke of Wirtem- 
buiglt, making a vifit/o the Univerfity, was 
entertained by the King’s orders wi:h an 

5 

academical deputation, wherein our proc¬ 
tor, prefiding as moderator, artfully took 
care to make his decifions in the words 
and upon the authority of the German 
authors in logic, which induced the Duke 
to take him in h s coach to Newmarket, 
and there prefent him to the King, with a 
particular encomium of his courtly addrefs 
in thofe deputations. The Earl of 
Salifbury, Chancellor of Cambridge, dy¬ 
ing May 4, this year, the fuccetd.ng 
election fumifhed Mr. Williams with 
an opportunity of (erving the Univerfity 
by the ffiare he then had in the King’s 
favour ; which he hkewife greatly improv¬ 
ed by unriddling one of his Majefty’s 
aenigmatical expieffions. The Earl of 
Northampton having declined the offer of 
the Chancellorfhip, in refpeft, as he faid, 
to Prince Charles ; the Univerfity, in this 
meffage, applied to his Majefty to nomi¬ 
nate a fit perfon for their choice 5 in return 
to which, he fent orders for them to pro¬ 
ceed in a new eleft ion, declaring ‘ he would 
make the perfon elefted to hold it.’ 
Here being no explicit defignation of any 
particular perfon, the Univeifity weie 
ft ill much perplexed how to proceed, till 
Mr. Williams luckily conjeftured that the 
words ‘ he would make him hold it,’ mufl 
needs be pointed to the Earl of Northamp¬ 
ton, who had juft before refuftd to hoid 
it i this interpretation was approved $ that 
Eatl was accordingly re-ele6fed ; and his 
Majefty, as foon vas he had notice of it, 
was greatly fatisfied, and acknowledged 
that was his meaning in the words. Af¬ 
terwards being, though junior proitor, 
elected father of the aft, which was 
honoured with the pretence of many 
Noblemen and Gentry, he gave fo fump- 
tuous an entertainment, that thePrevai ica- 
tor, in the humour of thefe days, ftyled him 
* Titus Largius Primus Diftilor Roma¬ 
no; um j’ and the adf was lcarce well over, 
when he was inftituted to the rtftory of 
Grafton Underwood, in Northampton- 
fhire, at the prelentation of Edward, Earl 
of Worcefter. Soon after the commence¬ 
ment he went to London, to perform his 
duty at York houfie j but in feven months 
lime was recalled by the particular requeti 
of the Univerfity to Lord Ellefmeie, oc- 
cafioned by a letter received from his Ma¬ 
jefty, giving them notice to prepare for 
the jeception of the Prince Palatine ^ • 
fortnight’s time. Notwithstanding this 
ffioit warning, Mr. Williams performed 
his exercife, and took his degree of B. D. 
before the arrival of that Prince, that he 
might appear mote regularly as fit ft op¬ 
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penent in the divinity deputations per¬ 
formed for t-he entertainment of his Elec¬ 
toral Highnefs; in which he executed his 
part fo well, as to gain thereby the fr end- 
Ihip and patronage of Dr. James Moun- 
tague, Bifliop of Bath and Wells, who 
happened to be prefent; and before the 
expiration of the year he was admitted 
into the archdeaconry of Caermarthen, 
February nth. 

He had not been long with the Lord 
Ellefmere before he became his principal 
favourite, to whom he made him.elf in a 
manner necefTiry, by an indefatigable in- 
duftry, conduced with the moft artful 
addrefs in procuring the belt and earlieft 
intelligence for his iervrce from the Court, 
both of the King and alfo of Prince Henry, 
whofe death happening within four months 
after Mr. Williams entered upon this 
office, proved a lof?, which in that view 
was more fenfibly felt by him ; yet his 
ready wit fuggefted other ways to fuppiy 
thel'e ufeful expedients, the fruits of which 
were feen in the following preferments. 
December 29, 1613, he was inifalled by 
proxy Precentor of the cathedral of Lin¬ 
coln ; and May 14., 1614., was inftituted 
to the re£lory of Waldgrave, in Northamp¬ 
ton (hire, at the prefentation of Dr. Richard 
Neile, Biffiop of Lincoln. The fame 
year, belore the 3d of January, he re- 
figned the archdeaconry of Caermarthen, 
and was collated to a prebend and resi¬ 
dentiary Ihip in the church of Lincoln, and 
to a prebend in thofe of Peterborow, 
Hereford, and St. David’s j and, befides 
all thefe, had a fine cure in Wales, equal 
in point of profit to any of his other pre¬ 
ferments, being the gift of the Lord 
Chancellor, by whofe munificence in the 
(pace of five years he likewife raifed him- 
lelf an ample fortune in cafii. Neither was 
he wanting to his friends while he lived in 
this Ration; we are allured by B'fhop 
Placket, that he procured from the Chan¬ 
cellor livings for feveral Clergymen of 
merit in the Univerfity of Cambridge, to 
whom he likewife opened his purfe freely, 
if wanted. To thei’e, as alfo to all ethers 
in general that applied to him, he was al¬ 
ways ready to give his affiftance in any dif¬ 
ficulties of law; inlomuoh that many 
Biffiops and Chapters of cathedral 
churches employed him to manage their 
la v lu'ts, being very expert in bringing 
them to a final termination with the lead 
expence. Hts fituation gave him an op¬ 
portunity of informing himfelf in the 
bufinefs of his mailer’s office, and he 
improved it by leading hooks upon that 
fubjeft j in which Rudy he had the afiil- 

tance of John Walker, afterwards Chief 
Baron of the Court of Exchequer. In 
the mid It of allthele employments, he Rill 
kept on his rounds in the Rudy of the 
fathers, and ecclefiaftical hiftory and anti¬ 
quities; and, in this lait branch efpecially, 
he had now the advantage of difeourfing 
often with three of the mod learned men 
that England ever bred, Sir Henry Spel- 
man, Sir Robert Cotton, and Mr. Selden. 
Toward the latter end of the year 1615, 
the Lord Chancellor being, through age 
and infirmities, wholly confined to his 
houfe, Mr. Williams was intruded by him 
in carrying mefiages upon bufinefs to the 
King, who on thefe occafions took notice, 
that the chaplain was principled by his 
mailer to be a Statefman and a pillar of 
the kingdom ; and his Lordffiip, a very 
little before the day of his death, called 
Mr. Williams to him, and told him, (i If 
he wanted money, he would leave him 
fuch a legacy in his will, as would fur- 
nifh him to live in the world like a 
Gentleman. Sir, faid the chaplain, 1 kifs 
your hands ; you have filled my cap full. 
I am far from want, unlefs it be of your 
Lordffiip’s directions how to live in the 
world if I furvive you. Well, lays his 
Lordlhip, I know you are an expert work¬ 
man : Take thefe tools to work with j 
they are the bed I have So he gave 
him fome books and papers written all 
with his own hand. Nor did the chap- 
lam fall ffiort of the prefage of his noble 
Lord and patron in the ufe of them. 
However, when his fucctffbr to the 
Great Seal, Sir Francis Bacon, who knew 
Mr. Williams’s merit, made him an offer 
to continue him in his former Ration at 
York-houfe, he declined it, but accepted 
the office of a Jultice of Peace of the 
quorum in Northamptonfhne, which was 
given him by the new Keeper. He was 
preparing for his journey, when his friend 
Dr. Montague, now Bifliop of Winchelfer, 
prefented him to his Majeltv, who appoint¬ 
ed him his chaplain in ordinary, with a 
command to attend upon him in his north¬ 
ern progtelV, to begin in April following ; 
and the King told him pleafantly, ‘ That 
he might expeCt the labourer’s penny as 
loon as they who had ferved him longer.’ 
But the Rilhop obtained of his Majelly 
tnat Mr. Williams might llav to take his 
Doctor’? degree, and give entertainment 
to Marco Antonio de Domini?, Archbdhop 
of Spalato, who was newly come to Eng¬ 
land, and defigned to be at Cambridge 
commpncement the next July, 1617; when 
Mr Williams accordinglycommeneedD.D. 
an \ immediately after went to refide at the 
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reftory of Waldgrave, which, by building, 
gardening, and planting before he came, 
"he had made a very pleafant fituation. 
Here he lived in the greateft hospitality, 
without neglefting to diicharge faithfully 
the duties of a good parifh-pneft. How¬ 
ever, his chaplain’s place requiring him to 
take the courfe of his attendance at Court, 
he preached a ferrnon before the King, at 
Theobald’s,which was printed by order of 
his Majefty, who collated him to the 
deanery of Salifbury, void by the death of 
Dr. Gordon. Th.s was the fir ft ftep to 
which no hand helped him but the King’s; 
for he had hitherto judged it imprudent to 
make his cou: t to the Marquis of Bucking¬ 
ham, both on account of the unlikelihood 
there was that fo great a favourite 
fhould hold his fituation long without a 
fall, in which cafe he fhould think 
himfelf obliged in honour to follow 
his fortune; and likewife by reafon of the 
ficklenefs of that favourite’s temper in 
particular. But he had not been long 
poffeffed cf this deanery, when being in 
waiting upon his Majefty, then atRoyfton, 
in the abfence of the Marquis, the King 
abruptly, without any relation to the 
fubjecf then in difcourfe, afked him, 
‘ When he was with Buckingham ? Sir, 
faid the Doftor, I have had no bufinefs to 
refort to his Lordihip. But, replied the 
Ki ng, wherefoever he is, you muff pre- 
jently go to him on my meftage.’ On the 
delivery of this meftage the Do£tor, being 
gracioully received by the Marquis, deter¬ 
mined to comply with the King’s pleafure 
thus intimated to h m ; and foon engaged 
the Marquis’s beft regards by fmoothing a 
rub, which the Marquis had met with, in 
folliciting his march with the Earl of 
Rutland s daughter. For by his engaging 
wit, and decent behaviour, he prefently re¬ 
conciled the Earl to the favourite, which 
was the eafier eftefted as the Lady’s affec¬ 
tions were already fecured ; and he likewife 
removed another obftacle which ftuck with 
his Majefty on account of her religion, 
having brought her Ladyfhip from the 
Church of Rome to that of England. 
After fuch fervice, can it be furpnfing to 
find Dr. Williams making a very quick 
progrefs to the height of all that could be 
in his utmoft ambition ? Accordingly the 
deanery of Weftminfter becoming void, he 
eafilv obtained it of his new patron, and, 
gladly quitting Salifbury, was inftalled in¬ 
to this, July 12, 1620. This place was 
very agreeable to his humour, and he 
greatly improved both the church, the 
college, and the fchool. 

While he was thus employed, Chancel¬ 
lor Bacon being deprived of the Great 

Seal, for corruption, in May 1621, the 
Marquis, a few days after, dtfned the 
Dean to draw up in writing a Hate of the 
juft profits cf that place; which being 
readily complied with, when the account 
was perufed by his Majefty, he prefently 
concluded the author of it to be the fitteft 
perfon to execute that great truft ; and ac¬ 
cordingly the Dean was fworn,June 10 fol¬ 
lowing, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal ; 
and, before the end of that month, was 
nominated to the bifhopric of Lincoln ; 
to which he was confecrated, Novem. 11 ; 
and he afterwards prevailed, though not 
without fome difficulty, to hold the deanery 
of Weftminfter in commendam, to which 
was alfo joined his reftory of Waldgrave, 
together with the rtfidentiaryfhip of 
Lincoln, and the prebend of Algai vey in 
that church. In accepting the Keeper's 
office, he requefted and obtained of the 
King, that the Seal fhould not be taken 
from the Commiffioners and put into his 
hands before ten months ^ere over, that 
he might have time to lludy and weigh the 
truft of his office ; to which purpofe he 
kept Sir Hemy Finch, a moll profound 
lawyer, in his lodgings from May to 
Oftober, to advife with him upon all oc~ 
cafions. By that means he had time to 
look out for honeft and able fervants to fill 
the chief places of truft under him. He 
requefted his Majefty likewife, that he 
fhould be in the nature of a probationer 
for one year and a half; that in the Court 
of Chancery he might have a Mafter of the 
Rolls of great knowledge to fit with him ; 
and, laflly, the conftant attendance of two 
Judges. He did not appear in Court till 
the end of Michaelmas term, when he made 
a fpeech, wherein he laid dowm feveral 
rules which he refolved to obferve in the 
difcharge of that office. And, after fome 
t me that patted in obtaining experience, 
the Court of Chancery was never better 
ordered, his decrees were generally ap¬ 
proved, and his difpatchwas fo extraordi¬ 
nary, that his enemies made it an objec¬ 
tion to him. He had not been above two 
months in this poll, when he redeemed an 
eftate belonging to his family fiorn 
William, Earl of Pembroke, at the price 
of 10,000 1. The fame year, at the in- 
ftance of Buckingham, his prefent patron, 
whole fuit for the purpofe had been ie- 
jefted, he petitioned and prevailed wbh 
his Majefty to promote Dr. Laud, then one 
of his prebendaries at Weftminfter, to the 
bifhopiic of St. David’s. This year he 
likewife procured Mr. Sclden’s relrafe 
from prifon, and afterwards gave him the 
regiftry of Weftminfter-college. He fe¬ 
cured the l ’ghts of the Biihops againlt the 
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attempts of the Earl of ElTex. He did not 
approve of Prince Charles’s going to Spain 
for the Infanta j and daring that negocia- 
tion ventured to give the Marquis a piec-e 
of advice which that favourite never for¬ 
gave : This was, that he would not be 
haughty to the Spanifh Court, nor behave 
difrelpe&fully to the Prince. From this 
time the Keeper was narrowly watched, 
notwithifanding which, all the power of 
that abfolute minion was foiled in attempt¬ 
ing to difplace him, after his return from 
Spain $ for the King was fo well fatisfied 
with his conduct in that affair, that, during 
the Chriffmas holidays in 1613-4, he en¬ 
tered him into the Council- book to fucceed 
fcpon the next vacancy to the archbifho- 
pric of York. While the Prince was in 
Spain, the King told the Earl of Carlifle, 
that “ If he had fent Williams into Spain 
with his fon, he had kept heart’s eafe and 
honour, both which he lacked at that 
time And the firft time Williams came 
into the Kind’s prefence after the Prince’s 
return into England, which was a little 
before Chriffmas, his Majefty, looking 
intently upon him, faid to the Piince, 
“ There's the man that makes us keep a 
merry Chriffmas And his Highnefs 
looking as if he underftood not his father, 
<l Why it is he, faid the King, that la¬ 
boured more than all my fervants befides 
to bring you fafe home to keep Chriffmas 
with rnej and I hope you are fenfible of it.” 
After the match had mifcarried, the 
King, being cooler to the Spaniard, might, 
probably, recollect fome of the Keeper’s 
honeff arts pra£filed upon himfeif during 
the heat of that affair in favour of his 
fubjc6fs. Upon his Majelfy’s declaration 
to reffrain the preachers, the Keeper once 
procured the delivery of one, who was 
imprifoned for that offence, by a merry tale 
thus : Such a man’s wife, upon reading 
her hufband’s imprifonrr.ent, fell pref'entiy 
into labour} and the midwife is come to 
del ver her, but fays, it will not be ef¬ 
fected till fhe can fee her hufband again ; 
for which the women that afliif her revile 
you, that your Highnefs would ffick out 
i'uch a declaration. “ Now weal away, 
fays the King, fend a warrant pref'entiy to 
releafe him, left the woman perifh.” An¬ 
other time, being ordered by his Majefty 
to draw up directions to preachers againft 
the Kmg’s ecclefiaftical Supremacy, he 
propoied it to the King, that in thofe di¬ 
rections none might be fuffered to preach 
under 30 years of age, nor over 60, while 
men were in full poffcfiion of their reafon 
and judgment, otherwile it would be iin- 
polfible to prevent fuch offences. For 

inftance, proceeds he,Kitchen, an offender, 
is a beardlefs boy, from whom exaCtnefs of 
judgment could not he expected ; and Dr. 
White, a decrepid old man, that is lpent, 
having not a fee fimple, but a leafe only 
of reafon, and it is expired. Upon this 
pleafant and good matured reprefentation, 
his Majefty was moved to releafe them 
both. 

Not long afterwards, the Keeper by an 
artful ftraragem luckily difcovered the in¬ 
trigues of the Spanifh Ambaffador againft 
the Marquis. A paper of informations 
or complaints againft the Parliament and 
Buckingham was put into the King’s 
pocket unobferved ; and in the poftfcript it 
was prayed, That Don Francifco Caron- 
dolet. Secretary to the Marquis Iniofa, 
might be brought to the King to fatisfy 
fuch doubts as his Majefty might raife. 
The deugn was to perfuade his Majefty to 
break thoroughly with the Parliament, 
and upon their diffolution to fend the 
Marquis tothe Tower. The Keeper, who 
fpared no coft in procuring intelligence, 
had notice of the matter, and immediately 
difclofed it to the Marquis, and then to 
the Prince. Your Highnefs, faid he to 
the Prince, hath often feen Don Francifco 
Carondolet} he loves me becaufe he is a 
fcholar, for he is Archdeacon of Cambray, 
and l’ometimes we are pleafant together, 
for he is a Walloon by birth, and not a 
Caftilian. I have difcovered him to be a 
wanton, and an humble fervant to fome of 
our Englifh beauties, but, above all, to 
one of that gentle craft in Mark-Lane j a 
wit flie is, and one that mu ft be courted 
with news and occurrences at home and 
abroad, as well as with gifts. I have a 
friend that bribed her in my name to fend 
me a faithful account of fuch tidings as 
her paramour brings to her. All that I 
intruded the Marquis with came out of 
her chamber, and ihe hath well earned a 
piece of plate or two front me, and fliall 
not go unrecompenfed for thefe fee rets 
about 'which vour Highnefs does ufe me, 
if the drab can help me in it j truly, Sir, 
this is my dark lanthcrn, and I am not 
aftnmed to inquire of a Dalilah to refolve 
a riddle, for in ray ftudies of divinity I 
have gleaned up this maxim, * licet uti 
altero peccato.’ Though the Devil make 
her a {inner, I may make a good talc of her 
fin. Yea, fays the Prince, merrily, do 
you de.-il in fuch ware ? “ In good faith, 
replied the Keeper, I never faw her face.” 
He then left the Prince, and got Caron- 
dolet’s Under-fecretarv feized as a 
Romidi Pried. This brought Carondolet 
to him to beg his Secretary’s difeharge, 

which 
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which he (hewing . great reluftance 
againit for fear cf the Parliament: My 
Lord, laid Francifco, let not the dread 
of this Parliament trouble you ; I can 
tell you, if you have not heard it, that 
it is upon expiration’. He afterwards 
fifhed out of the Secretary the heads of all 
the articles in the paper llipt into the 
King’s pocket. He did not Itay for the 
copy of them which was brought to him 
four days after, but immediately drew the 
heads then dilcovered to him into fuch a 
form as it fhould appear to be copied from 
the original, and gave all to thePnnce, cf 
whom he defired fecrecy, having put his 
life into the hands ol Ins Highnefs ; fuff, 
for fearching into the King’s councils, and 
then ddcovtring them ; and, for further 
iecurity, he ordered Carondolet out of the 
kingdom immediately, th3t he might net 
be produced to confront him, if the marter 
fhould come to be queftioned. Dr. 
Hacket oblerves, that this ftory accounts 
for the King’s reconciliation to theParlia- 
ment, as well as why his Majefty never of¬ 
fered afterwards to retrieve the Spa nidi 
match, and furnifhes a realon why King 
Charles the following year readily entered 
into a war with Spam. 

In 1624, the Keeper prevented Bucking¬ 
ham from executing his defign of felling 
the crown and church lands. In negoci- 
ating the match with France, he advifed 
the French Ambaftador not to infill upon 
an abfolute and general difpenfation with 
the penal laws againfl the Papifls, and 
afterwards he drew up t hemai riage articles. 
In 1625, March 12, when the danger of 
the King’s ilintfs reached his ears, he 
haftened to Theobald’s, and there finding 
the report confinned by the phyiicians, he 
acquainted his Majefty with it, and con- 
ftantly attended him till his death ; after 
which he preached his funeral fermon, and 
printed it by the command of Kmg 
Charles I. who likewife gave him orders 
to prepare another again!! his coronation. 
But that mark of his Mqefty’s favour 
was intei cepted by the new Duke of Buck¬ 
ingham, the effe6ls of whole difplraiure 
foon began to fall heavy on him. As no 
man kept a better watch upon the Court, 
lo he was presently acquainted with the 
Duke’s threats, and immediately appre¬ 
hended the confequence. Whew the King’s 
coronation drew near, he received orders 
from his Majefty not to appear in his of¬ 
fice as Dean of Weftminfter at that fulem- 
nity, and his place was then l'upplicd by 
Bifhop Laud, a perfon for whom he had 
not the lead affe6Iion. He was likewife 
chnied to do his hom.3ge to the King with 
the left of the fpirituai Lords on that oc* 

cafion. Before the opening cf the fecor.d 
Parliament in this reign, which was four 
dajs a’ter the coronation, the Lord Coven¬ 
try w*s put into the Keeper’s office, and 
the B fhop had now no parliamentary 
fummons fent to him; and when upon a 
motion in Parliament, where his friends 
were numerous, he did receive ir, he re¬ 
ceived l.kewife a particular charge from 
the new Keeper not to appear in perfon, 
and had even fome difficulty to obtain 
that his proxy might be left with the 
Bifhop of Winchefter. He ftruggled haid 
to lecure his reputation before he parted 
with the favings of the Great Seal, ar.d 
at laft, on the mrrendry, made a fort of 
a capitulation for that and his other pre¬ 
ferments before he delivered it up, which 
was on the 25th of 061. 1626, at Foxley, 
a leat of the Lord Sandys, near Wincifor, 
after which he removed to Bugden. When 
the writ was tent to him for the meeting 
of the third Parliament, he had the like 
intimation, as before, of his Majefty’s 
pleafure that he fhould forbear being pre- 
fent in it ; but he now refufed to fubmit 
to his M-qefty’s directions, refolved to 
ftand upon his privilege, and fat in the 
Houfe of Lords himfelf, and not by proxy, 
as before : And, the petition of right being 
fet on foot in this Parliament, the 
Bilhop promoted it with great zenl, but at 
the fame time piopoied a claule to be 
added in favour of the Crown, and moved 
hkewife for an a6l to explain the bill of 
rights, fo as thereby his Majefty’s claim 
to the duties of tonnage and poundage 
m’ght be fully confirmed. 

His behaviour at this time feems to 
have lecoociled him to the Duke of 
Buckingham, ar.d the King was fo well 
fatisfied with it, that lie confulted him in 
a point of the utmoft importance concern¬ 
ing his own condu6l,and exprtfly approved 
of his advice. But the incautious ufe 
he afterwards made cf ihe King’s freedom 
in communicating his thoughts to him 
drew the royal difpleafure upon him 
again ; and in 1639 his ncme was a6lua!!y 

ftruck out of the Council-books. And, 
though he obtained his Majelly’s pardon 
for that oft.nee, vft the next year upon 
the chrilter.jpg cf Prince Charles, when 
all the left ot the Lords, both fpirituai 
and temporal, were invited, the B.fhop of 
Lincoln was excepted. This year he fell 
under the examination of the Conomif- 
fioners appointed to inqu re into exa£ted 
fees, which terminated greatly to the 
advantage of h s reputation. About this 
time being told that the King w as < ffVndtd 
with his magnificent way of living at 
Bugduij and wnh ins 
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of Weftminfter, he refufed to comply with 
his Majefty’s pleafure in either of' theie 
propofitions. He afterwards difputed the 
Metropolitan’s right to vifit Irs diocefe. 
In x636, a complaint was lodged againft 
him by the High Sheriff of Huntingdon - 
Hiire for refilling to pay the (hip-money, 
and prefently after, upon foine informa¬ 
tions being brought againft him in the 
Star - Chamfer for fcarnlalous words 
lpoken of the King and his Mihifters-, he 
was fentenced to pay a fine of io,ocol. 
and to fuffer imprifonment during h;s 
Majefty’s pleafure, and to be lufpended 
by the High CommiHion-courjt from all 
his dignities, otfi-es, and fundfions. Ac¬ 
cordingly, he was lent to the Tower of 
London, where forne hard tei ms of accom- 
m >dation being offered him, he abfoluteiy 
refufed to fubmit to them, and thereupon 
feizure was made of his goods at Bugden 
and Lincoln, to the value of that fine. 

When the Parliament met in Nov. 1640, 
he petitioned the King for his enlarge- 
ment, and to have his writ of fummons 
to Parliament •, but notwithstanding he 
procured the mediation of the Queen, who 
had always preferved a kindnels for him, 
yet the Lord Kee; er Finch and Archbifhop 
Laud oppofing, brought the King to refufe 
it j fo that about a fortnight after, viz. 
about the i6,h of November, theHoufeof 
Lords fent the Ulher of the Black Rod to 
demand him of the Lieutenant of the 
Tower ; upon which he was brought to 
the Parliament-Houfe, and took his place 
among his brethren. Hereupon his 
Majelty was pleated to be reconciled to 
him, fo far as to command that all orders 
kept in any court or regiftry upon the 
former hearings and informations againft 
him fhould be taken off, razed, and can¬ 
celled, that nothing might ftand upon 
record to his difad vantage. However, 
in the Houle of Lords he feconded the 
Lord Say’s famous fpeech againlt Arch¬ 
bifhop Laud, but at the lame time applied 
himlelf to the King, and made the greateft 
profefiions of duty to his Majefty, and 
zeal to the church. And fhortlv after, in 
a fermon preached before the King, as 
Dean of Weftminfter, mentioned the 
Prtfbyterian difcipline with greatcontempt, 
and, in the profecution of the Earl of 
Strafford, he defended the right of the 
Bilhops to vote in cafes of blood in a very 
pertinent learned fpeech, but declared h<s 
opinion at the fame time, that they ought 
not to be prefent at that trial, and offered, 
not only in his own name, but for the relt 
of his brethren, to withdraw always when 
that bufincfs was entered upon, However, 

when the bill of attainder had puffed both 
Ho u!e', he perfuaded his Majefty againlt 
h 1 s private conlcirnce to give the royal 
affent to it. In May 1641, he defended in 
a long fpeech, very ctnliderahle for the 
learning and (Length of argument it con¬ 
tained, the right of the Bilhops to fit in 
the Houle of Peers, which had this effect, 
that the bdl for depriving them of that 
right was then thrown out by the Houle. 
He was advanced to the fee of Yotk, 
December 4th following, and when upon 
the revival of the lately rejeffed bill the 
mob being gathered about the Parliament- 
Houfe to prevent the Bilhops from entering 
therein, info.'ently tore his gown from his 
back, he returned to the Deanery, and 
convened hither all his brethren that were 
in town, and propofed to them as abfoluteiy 
neceffary that they fhould unanimoufly 
and prefently prepare a proteftation to 
fend to the Houle againft the force that 
was ufed upon them, and againft all the 
adds which were or fhould be done during; 

. »a> 

that time that they Ihould be kept by force 
from doing their duties in the Houfe, and 
immediately having pen and ink ready, he 
prepared a protellation, which, being read 
to them, they all approved, and, being en- 
g>oiled, they fet their hands to it Dec. -17, 
when the Archbifhop went to Whitehall, 
and prefenting it to his Majefty, to whom 
it was diredded, humbly defired th3t he 
would fend it to the Houfe of Peers, fince 
they could not prefent it themfelves, and 
command that it fhould be entered in the 
journal of the Houle : He obtained his 
luit, but the confequence was the commit¬ 
ment of himfelf with the reft of the peti¬ 
tioners by the Parliament, on an accufation 
of high treafon to the Tower, where they 
ail remained till the bill for putting them 
out of the Houfe was paffed, when on 
May 5th, 1641, they were releafed, and, 
June 27 following, our Archbifhop in 
perfon was inthronrfed in his own cathe¬ 
dral at York, where the Kmg then was, 
but his Majefty left it in July, and the 
Archbifhop was forced away foon after. 
Being at C a wood one night very late, Dr. 
Feme, whom he had formerly made Arch¬ 
deacon of Leicefter, came in with a lollici- 
tous countenance, and begged him to 
leave the houfe and the country immedi¬ 
ately, for that the younger Hotham was 
coming with his forces to fcize and kill 
him, having folemnly vowed it in revenge 
for fome opprobi ious words the Archbifhop 
had given him for his bale ufage of the 
King at Hull, and that he would be there 
by 5 o’clock in the morning. Upon this 
warning, the /Arcfibithop made his efcapc, 

and 
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and from that time never came into York- 
fhire, the wars then breaking out all over 
England. After this he retired into 
Wales, to his eftate at Aber Conway, 
where he repaired and fortified Conway 
caftie for the King, which fo much pleafed 
his Majefty, that by a letter dated from 
Oxford, Auguft i, 1643, “ He heartily 
defires him to go on wun that work ; 
affirming him, that whatever money he 
fhould lay out upon the fortifications of 
the laid caftie, (hould be repaid unto him, 
before the cuftody thereof fhould be put 
into any other hands than his own, or 
fuch as he fhould recommend.” By virtue 
of this warrant, the Archbiffiop, on the 2d 
of January this year, deputed his nephew 
William Hook, to have the cuftody of the 
csftle, and gave the country people leave to 
lay up their plate, jewels, money,writings, 
and other valuable goods in it, each per- 
fon having an inventory of his own fhare. 
Some time after, being fent for to attend 
the King at Oxford, he gave his Majefty 
the beft advice that his knowledge and 
ex'.erience turnifhed him with; and among 
other things declared, that Cromwell, 
taken into the rebels army, by his coufin 
H ampden, was the moft dangerous enemy 
that his Majefty had : For, though he were 
at that time of mean rank and ufe among 
them, yet he would climb higher. And then 
proceeding to give Cromwell his true 
character, he concludes, “ In fhort, every 
beaft hath fome evil properties, but 
Cromwell hath the properties of all evil 
beafts.” My humble motion is, either 
that you would win him to you by pro¬ 
miles of fair treatment, or catch him by 
fome ftratagem, and cut him off. 

After fome ftay at Oxford, the Arch- 
biftiop returned to his own country, hav¬ 
ing received a frefh charge from his Ma¬ 
jefty to take care of all North Wales, but 
especially of Conway caftie. But, being 
difpoffeffied of it about a year afterwards 
by the King’s party, he aflifted a Colonel 
of the Parliament to retake it, who pofl'ef- 
ied himfelf of it. Dr. Hacket gives the 
particulars of this fa£t : That Sir John 
Owen, a Colonel of the King’s, coming 
that way after a defeat in 1645, obtained 
of Prince Rupert to be undei him Com¬ 
mander of the caftie ; and lo, furprifing 
it by force, entered it, notwithftanding 
the King’s promife, and the expence laid 
out not being refunded. Thereupon the 
Arcbbifhop, after feveral remonitrances 
made to trie Court without any fuccefr, 
be being joined by the country peop'e, 
whole properties were detained in ihe 
caltle ; and aflifted by one Colonel Miltcn, 

who was really a violent man again! 
King; they forced open the gates,, 
entered the caftie, which Colonel Mi 
poflefled himfelf of; but that was 
agreed to by the Archb.lhop on condi 
that every proprietor might obtain his » 
which the Colonel law performed. 

After this time he lived in a very pr 
manner at Llandegay in that neighb 
hood till the King’s death, whom he 
not furvive much above a year, wl 
time he fpent in forrow, and ftudy, 
devotions, rifing conftantly every r 
out of his bed at midnight, and pra 
for a quarter of an hour on his bare kr 
having nothing upon him but his fhirt 
waiftcoat. At laft he was feized wi 
quinfy, which put an end to his lifi 
me 25 th of March, 1650, on his birth- 
being exa&ly 68 yeais of age. He 
interred in Landegay church, where, f 
years after, his nephew and heir Sir C 
fyth Williams ere&ed on the north 
a very handfome monument, with 
effigies of the Archbifhop kneeling, 
white marble; and under it an in ft 
tion, compofed by Dr.Hacket his chapl 
who defcribes him as an eminent pat 
of munificent hofpitality and char 
which in another place he explains to p 
to his generofity, efpecially to Gentlei 
of natrow fortunes, and poor fcholar 
both Univerfities ; his difburfements 
way every year amounting to a thoufa 
and fometimes to twelve hundred pour 
His epitaph likewife informs us, that 
laid out no lefs than zo,oool. in g 
benefabtions. 

It is univerfa’ly agreed, that his per 
was handfome, and his preftnce flat: 
his gefture magnificent, and his lo; 
generous, the wiro'e exterior being a 
mated with a great mind and a high ip: 
which railed him to aim at great thin 
and effcft them. I Its temper was hot ; 
hafty in refenting, and as ready in forg 
ing, the chara&enfttc of his country, 
entertained a favourable opinion of 
Puritans, but was againft (hewing tb 
any indulgence, which did not perfe6: 
confift with the legal eftabliftiment of 
church. To this he firmly adhered, r 
continued to the laft to teltify his did 
of an v alterations or mnovations whatfoef 
tilt rein, either to enlarge or contru& 
fettled forms. He was poflefled of a gc 
fhare of learning, had a ready wit : 
ftrong memory, hut in his writings 
into the exploded pedantry, which was 
vice of his time. Befides other ferm< 
he puhliftied one under the title of ‘ Pee 
vtrantia San5lorum, See.' He had je 
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ved upon puhlifhing the works of his 
predeceflor in Lincoln diocefe, the famous 
Robet Grofthead, which were fcattered in 
feveral libraries at home and abroad ; and 
he digefted what he could procure of them, 
and wrote arguments upon diverfe parts 
of them. He likewife undertook a Latin 
commentary upon the Bible, and the 
notes, collected from all good authors by 
his own hand, were once in the cuftody of 

Mr. Gowland, Keeper of Weltminfter- 
coilege library. His Lordlhip, Knowing 
well that to perform luch a talk complete¬ 
ly was above the abilities of any one man, 
intended to leave it to be fin.filed by 
twelve or more of the bed fchoiars in the 
nation, whom he had in his eye, and was 
willing to give them 2o,oool. rather than 
it Ihouid be unfinilheJ. 



THE SUPPLEMENT TO 34-6 
faid fund, commonly called the Sinking 
Fund, towards making good the payment 
of the faid annuities, and of the annuities 
after the rate of 3 1. per centum, in¬ 
tended to be granted in rel’peft of the faid 
1,900,0001. 

That, towards railing the fupply granted 
to his Majefty, the fum of i,Soo,oool. be 
raifed by loans, or Exchequer bills, to be 
charged upon the firftaids to be granted in 
the next feflion of Parliament 5 and l'uch 

time, by the Eaft India Company, in re- 
fpe6l of the territorial acquifitions and re¬ 
venues lately obtained in the Eaft-Indies, 
be applied towards making good the fup¬ 
ply granted to his Majefty. 

That the charge of the pay and cloath- 
ing of the mibtia, in that part of Great 
Britain called England, for one year, be¬ 
ginning the 25th day of March, 1768, be 
defrayed out of the monies arifing by the 
land-t?x, granted for the fervice of the 


