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Global temperatures in Mar. 2020 were 0.68°C warmer
than average Mar. from 1981 to 2010.

Warm temperatures were registered over most of
eastern Europe, extended over all of Russia and many
other countries in Asia, and reached the western and
northern coasts of Alaska.

Temperatures were also much above average over
Mexico and southern and eastern parts of the USA,
over parts of South America, central and northern
Africa and western Australia, and over the Antarctic
Peninsula.
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The average extent of the
Arctic sea ice in Mar. 2020 was
6% below the 1981-2010
average for Mar.

Antarctic sea ice extent on
average in Mar. 2020 was
about 8% below the 1981-
2010 average for Mar.

Antarctica

1Positive percentages indicate areas with greater than average ice
concentration, whilst negative percentages indicate areas with less
than average ice concentration.
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Arctic relative sea ice 
extent anomaly* for 
Mar. 2020
*(as a % of the 1981-2010 mean) 

Source: Climate Copernicus sea ice cover

*Daily interpolated 
maximum air 
temperature using 
around 4,000 
weather stations. 

Maximum air
temperature (°C) 
across Europe*
Mar. 2020 
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Antarctic relative 
Sea ice extent anomaly*

for Mar. 2020
*(as a % of the 1981-2010 mean) 

Source: Climate Copernicus sea ice cover
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