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PREFACE

It is Avitli a feeling- of considerable pride and pleasure that the

publishers present this history for the approval of the people of

Dakota and Goodhue counties. The undertaking has not been an

easy one and the difficulties have been many, so many indeed that

this work would not have been possible without the liberal assist-

ance of the citizens of the counties. The chief contributors have

given freely of their time and talent
;
business men, church

officials, fx’aternity and association officers, manufacturers, pro-

fessional men and bankers, often at great personal sacrifice, have

laid aside their regular duties to Avrite of their communities and

special interests
;
educators hawe Avritten of the schools, and men

and Avomen of all Avalks of life liaA'e Avillingly giAmn all the in-

formation at their command regarding themselves, their families,

their interests and their localities. To all of these the readers of

this Avork oAve a lasting debt of gratitude and to each and cAmry

one the publishers extend their heartfelt thanks.

In planning for this Avork the publishers hoped to prepare a

narratiA'e Avhich should tell the story of this rich and prosperous

Aucinity from the time Avhen it first became a geologic reality,

through the years AA’hen tlie first explorers pushed their Avay up
the riA^er and into the Avilderness, doAvn to the present time Avheu

cities and villages dot the landscape and comfortable homes and

fertile farms are seen on nearly every cpiarter section.

In handling the Amst amount of material gathered for this

Avork it has been the aim of the entire staff to select such matter

as is authentic, reliable and interesting. Doxibtless facts have

been included that many Avill deem of little moment, but these

same facts to others may he of the deepest import. It may be,

also, that some facts have been omitted that many of the readers

Avould like to see included. To such readers Ave can only say that

to publish eA'ery incident of the life of the counties Avould be to

issue a Avork of many volumes, and in choosing such material as

Avould come Avithin the limits of tAvo Amlumes, Ave belieA’e that the

matter selected is that Avhich Avill proAm of greatest interest to the

greatest nixmber of readers, and also that Avhich is most Avorthy
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of beiug liauded down to future geueratious, wlio in these volumes

in far distant years may real of their large-souled, rugged-hodied

ancestors and predecessors wlio gave up the settled peace of older

communities to brave the rigors of pioneer endeavor.

A few omissions may ]>e due to the dereliction of some of the

peoi)le of these counties themselves, as in many instances repeated

retpiests for ijd’ormation have met with no response. In such cases,

information gathered fi'om otlier sources, though autlientic, may
have lacked copious detail.

Before passing hasty judgment on apparent errors, one should

consider carefully, not relying on tradition or memory. In many
cases we have found that person’s memories are faulty and

tradition erroneous, when measured by the standard of official

records
;
even in the ease of comparatively recent events, while

in many instances faiinlies are under the impression that their

forebears arrived in the country long before it was possible for

them to do so. In such cases, Ave have found it advisable to follow

the records.

Among the books Avhich have been consulted and in many in-

stances quoted are : The History of Goodhue County, published

in 1879; d. \V. Hancock’s History of Goodhue County; W. H.

jMiteheirs Geographical and Statistical Sketch of the Past and

Present of Goodhue County; History of St. Paid and Ramsey
County l\y J. Fletcher AVilliams

;
the various publications of the

IMinnesota Historical Society; the Legislative IManual of the State

of Minnesota; The History of IMinnesota, by Edward W. Neill;

Minnesota in Three Centuries
;
The llistoiy of Scandinavians in

the United States, by 0. N. Nelson; The Geological and Natural

History Survey of IMinnesota, l)y N. II. Winchell, assisted by War-
ren Upham; The Memoirs of Explorations in the Basin of the

^Mississippi, by J. V. Brower; the Norsemen in America, by Mar-

tin Ulvestad; The History of Dakota CoTinty published in 1881;

the volumes containing the Acts of Congress; and the vnlunies

containing the Acts of the Minnesota Territorial and State Legis-

latures; also various other standard historical, reference and bio-

graphical works, as Avell as many original manuscripts.

The biograpldes have all been gathered with care from those

most interested, and Avith a feAV exceptions hav^e been reAused and

corrected by the subject of the biography or by a relative or

friends. This, hoAvever, refers to the dates, and sequence of

events, all personal estimates lieing the Avork of the editors and

inserted in biographies only after consultation Avith other mem-

bers of the staff.

That this histoxy is faultless Ave do not presixme
;

it is prob-

ably not Avithin the poAver of man to arrange a Avork of this
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kind without mistakes of one sort or another
;
that it will meet

with the unqualified approval of all, we dare not expect, but we
trust that the merits of tlie history will overbalance any short-

comings that may be discovered.

Our association with the people of Dakota and Goodhue coun-

ties has been a most pleasant one. We have conscientiously per-

formed our task and in placing the history in the hands of those

Avhom it most concerns our hope is that Ave have done our Avork

well. H. C. COOPER, JR., & CO.
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CHAPTER T.

NATURAL PHENOMENA.

Location, Advantages, Area and Climate—Action of the Glaciers

—Rivers and Creeks—Elevations—Soils—Castle Rock and

Other Stone Formations—In the Throes of Creation—De-

scription of the Till—Gravel Plains and Ancient Water
Courses—General Conclusions.

During that portion of its co\irse where the Father of AVaters,

the mighty Alississippi, augments its How by receiving into its

bosom the turbulent Alinnesota and tlie placid St. Croix, it passes

a happy land which has taken its county name, Dakota, from the

syllables “Dah-ko-tah, ” the tribal designation of the Indian band
that once roamed its stretches of i)rairie and hunted along its

picturesque Avater courses.

Embracing, as the county does, a great diversity of soil, sur-

face topography and general adaptability to agricvdture
;
Avith

SAvift-rushing streams, furnishing abundant Avater poAver, and
Avith the great higliAvay of the nation’s Avater commerce passing

its doors
;
it is natural that the people avIio from the earliest days

Avere attracted here should he the ]iossessors of steady Aui-tues,

ready to toil and to sacritiee, that their labors might he croAvned

Avith the fruits of success and prosperity.

The cities and villages of the county have had their part in

the general upbuilding of the state, and furnish excellent trading

and shipping facilities for the rural districts. In tliese centers,

manufacturing is carried on to a greater or less extent; the mill-

ing business is naturally impoidant
;
and one of the cities main-

tains no small part of one of the great national industries.

The rural districts are the scene of peace, prosperity and con-

tentment. The homes are substantially built, and furnished Avith

1



2 HISTORY OF DAKOTA COUNTY

the comforts and conveniences of life, stock is humanely housed

and well pastured, the farm land is extensively tilled and pro-

ductive, and the churches and schools Avhich are seen on every

side testify to an interest in the higher things of life by a law-

abiding, progressive, and loyal people.

It is, moreover, in its men and women, rather than in its

grains and vegetables, its fruit and live stock, its factories and

commerce, that Dakota county takes its greatest pride. Prom
her farms, from her cities, and from her villages, have gone out

those who have taken an important part in the activities of the

world, and who, whether in commerce or diplomacy, in the pro-

fessions or in the trades, have maintained that steadfastness of

purpose and staunchness of character that mark a true Dakota
county man or Avoman, wherever they may be found.

The eleAmtion of Dakota county above the sea, its fine drain-

age and the dryness of the atmosphere, give it a climate of un-

usual salubrity and pleasantness. Its latitude giAms it corre-

spondingly longer days in summer, and during the groAving

seasons, at least tAvo hours more of sunshine, than in the latitude

of St. Louis. This, taken in conectiou Avith the abundant rain-

fall in early summer, accounts for the rapid and Augorous growth

of crops in Dakota county and their early maturity. The cool

breezes and cool nights in summer prevent the debilitating effect

of heat often felt in loAver latitudes. The Avinter climate is one

of the attractive features of the county. Its uniformity and its

dryness, together Avith the bright sunshine and the electrical

condition of the air, all tend to enhance the personal comfort

of the resident and to make outdoor life and labor a pleasure.

Dakota county lies north of Goodhue and Eice
;
south of Hen-

nepin, Kamsey and Washington; east of Scott, and nearly com-

pletes the apex of the angle between the northeastwardly flowing

^Minnesota and the southwestAvardly lioAving Mississippi. Its

AA'isconsin neighbor is Pierce county. Dakota has an irregular

shape and several fractional toAvnships, due to the fact that its

boundary is often formed by riAmrs. The total area of the

coAinty is 611.32 square miles, or 391,242.57 acres, of which 387,-

753.96 acres are land and 3,488.61 are Avater. The population in

1905 was 23,471.

Along the Avhole northern boundary of the county, with a

sharp angle running north to St. Paul, is a great drainage course,

consisting of the Minnesota and Mississippi valleys. The entire

surface drainage, lioAveAmr, enters the Mississippi
;
but one creek

Avorthy of a name or representation, entering the Minnesota.

Hence, the main Avater-divide is in the Avestern part. The Ver-

million riAmr crosses the county in a northeastern course. Its

tributaries descend from about one thousand feet above tide-
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level, where they cross the eastern border of the county, to six

hundred and sixty-eight feet, low water in the Mississippi at

Hastings. A shallow water course, known as the Vermillion

slough, branches from the Vermillion river near its outlet into

the Mississippi at Hastings and extends in a southeasterly direc-

tion into Goodhue county. The Cannon river, with its northern

fork, generally known as Chub creek, drains the southern tier of

towns. Its other tributaries are Pine creek and Trout brook.

The Minnesota river is sluggish in its flow along its northwestern

boundary, maintaining a level not far from 700 feet above the

sea. At Fort Snelling, where it unites with the iMississipi^i, its

level at low water is 688 feet, but it rises in time of flood to 710

feet. The Mississippi thence descends to 685 feet, low water at

St. Paul, 676 at Newport, 669 at Nininger, 668 at Hastings, 667

at Prescott and 663 at Red AVing. The Cannon river, where it

enters the county in AA'aterford township, is 890 feet above tide,

at Randolph it is 850 and at Cannon Palls about 800.

Dakota county exhibits a great variety of surface. The

Avestern and nortlnvestern portions are rolling, or even hilly;

the southern and southeastern are flat, or simply undulating
;
in

the extreme southeastern part this flatness gives place to a bluffy

and rather rough general contour, due to the excavation by

streams into the surface of the country. In the northern part

the surface is rough because of accumulations of material in heaps

and ridges
;
in the central part this material is spread out evenly,

not only losing its own natural roughness but filling up effectually

all pre-existing gorges and other inequalities in the rocky sub-

structure
;

Avhile still further south, Avhere this drift sheet is

thinner, and the erosion by siu’face drainage Avas concentrated

along certain valleys, the country is made rough by the gorges

that have been exeaAmted in the rocks. The hills in the Avest

and north are coAmred by timber, the plains in the central part

are natural prairies, and the bluffs and sandy soils in the south-

east are sparsely covered by small oaks and hazel brush. The
northern hills have a graA^elly soil, or one of stony clay Avith

graA^elly and stony subsoil, the plains are fei'tile Avith a loamy

soil and subsoil, and the bluffs and gorges in the southeast are

frequently stony, or liaA'e a rather sandy suiTace Avith a gravelly

subsoil. The hills are intersiAersed Avith lakes of clean and pure

Avater and have numerous siArings and crooked brooks. These

gather into moderate and gently-floAving streams, as they cross

the lakeless plains eastAvard, and, when they enter on the preci-

pitious descents among the bluffs near the Mississippi, they are

augmented by subterranean brooks that issue in the gorges, and

then hurry on Avith violence and sometimes destructive mo-

mentum to the Mississippi. The hills in the nortliAvest are about
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three hundred feet higher than the plains in the central part,

and the latter are about three hundred feet higher than the

drainage valley of the Mississippi, in which all the waters find

their quiet level.

Those great rivers, the Minnesota and the Mississippi, which
form the northern boundary, exhibit between themselves the

same striking contrasts. Their valleys unite at Mendota, but

there is a total change in the characters of the bluffs, and of the

adjacent country, in passing over an interval of a few miles.

Tlie iMinnesota has drift-bluffs, the Mississippi’s are cut into tho

i-ocky substructure about two hundred feet, increasing toward
the southeast to more than three hundred. The Minnesota is a

slow and often muddy stream, but subject to sudden and de-

structive floods; the Mississip])i’s water is clear, and of a more
steady stage. Tlie IMinnesota has wide prairie Imttom lands, Avith

timbered hills at a distance; the Mississippi has timbered bottom

lands, with high prairies in the distance.

The Vermillion and the Cannon rivers flow' eastward through

the county, exhibiting gradual transitions from the characters

of the IMinnesota valley to those of the IMississippi. Their tribu-

taries rise among the gravelly hills in the western part, as rip-

j)ling brooks w'ith timbered l»anks. As they emerge from the

timber, wdiere their courses have been crooked, and enter on the

plains, tlieir channels are straightened. The sun in summer has

direct action in their tem]>erature, and the cold of winter shuts

them with an effectual covering of ice. As they acquire greater

volume in the eastern part of the county, and are again protected

by tlie high I'ocky banks, and moderated in temperature by the

incoming of copious subterranean tributaries, they maintain .such

an equilibrium that they become a resort for the speckled trout

—

these being the most northern tributaries of the Mississippi from

the Avest, so far as known, in Avhich that fish is found. It is

seldom that in .so short an interval so great topographic varia-

tions can be seen. This series of changes generally requires a

space of a hundred miles, or more, to complete the shift from one

extreme to the other. It is here accomplished in tAventy miles.

This change is here caused by a single agent—the ice period

—

acting on a uniform rock surface. It prevailed, it faded out, it

ceased. These steps are legibly marked both in time and in geo-

graphic area. It preAmiled first in the north and nortliAvest. It

faded out first in the central part. It eeased first, or never acted,

as an ice-period, in the southeast. The Avhole expanse from the

I\Iinnesota to the IMississippi is underspread liy the same series of

alternating limestones and sandstones.

So far as known, the highest points in the county are some-

Avhat OA'er eleA'en hundred feet aboAm the sea. These are in



HJSTOEY OF DAKOTA OOUATY o

BurusA’ille, Eagan, “West St. Paul and Inver Grove. These eleva-

tions were ascertained, primarily, by the use of an aneroid

barometer, referred to adjacent railroad levels, but into this

determination enters some doubt, especially when the contours

for adjacent hills and ridges are extended from known points by

estimates by the eye. It is quite possible that some hills attain

the height of twelve hundred feet.

Following are estimates of the average elevation of the vari-

ous towns of this county: Hastings, 775 feet above the sea; Ra-

venna, 800; Nininger, 800; Marshan, 900; Douglass, 960; AVest St.

Paul and South St. Paul, 1,000 ;
Inver Grove, 980 ;

Rosemount,

950; Vermillion, 900; Hampton, 980; Empire, 930; Castle Rock,

950; AA^aterford, 930; Sciota, 900; Randolph, 870; Eagan, 990;

Mendota, 900; Burnsville, 910; Lebanon, 960; Lakeville, 975;

Eureka, 960
;
Greenvale, 9-10. AlloAving for the different sizes of

these townships, the average elevation of the county becomes

about 960 feet above the sea.

As the natural topography depends so closely on geological

causes, and introduces in this county a great diversity, so the

soil and timber shoAV great variations in short intervals. Nearly

all the grand distinctions of soil that can be found in the state

are exemplified here in one county, tliese all depending on the

same grand causes as operated at large to bring about the same

varieties throughout the state, viz.: (1) Red till soil; (2) gray

till soil; (3) gray till soil, prairie; (4) loam, with gravelly suli-

soil
; (5) laminated clay soil and sidisoil

; (6) sandy soil, with

sand or fine gravel as siibsoil
; (7) alhivium. In general, it should

also be stated that these distinctions are all somewhat obscuired

by a later loam-cover which has a varying thickness, and Avhich

tends to give a semblance of homogeneity to the soils of the

county, as it does also to those of nearly all the state.

The rolling till soils are covered with a heavy and varied

forest. On the red till soil, oak is very abundant, and it is prob-

ably the predominating genus over more than three-fourths of

the county, as it spreads, with its different species, over the

scantily timbered towns in the central and eastern parts. On the

gray till areas the forest growth is much more luxuriant, both in

size and in the number of species. The gray till is more clayey

than the red and more calcareous.

The bedded rocks of Dakota county, as included in the follow-

ing tabulated series: Lower silurian: Trenton shales, about 125

feet; Trenton limestone (perhaps including the Chazy), 20 feet.

Cambrian: St. Peter sandstone, 130 feet; Shakopee limestone, 25

feet
;
Richmond sandstone, 80 feet

;
Lower Alagnesian limestone,

about 140 feet; Jordan limestone, about 100 feet; St. LaAvrenee

limestone, Avith shales, seen about 75 feet.
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On the sm-faee generally these rocks are covered with the

drift materials, hut the examination of the few scattered out-

crops, and by comparison with the ascertained geology of sur-

rounding counties, the rock that underlies the drift in nearly all

parts of the county is pretty certainly known. Besides the rocks

noted in the foregoing scheme, there is some reason for believing

that the Cretaceous is represented, in a feeble Avay, Avithin Dakota

county.

A detailed description of the geologic formations underlying

Dakota county Avill be found in A^ol. 11, of the “Final Report of

Geology in IMinnesota,” 1882-1885, by N. II. Winehell and War-
ren Upham, from Avhich volume this chapter is compiled. The

thoughtful reader should also peruse the article by Prof. E. AV.

Schmidt Avhich appears elscAvliere in this Avork.

Castle Rock. A most interesting locality of sand-rock in this

county is that Avhich is Avell knoAvn as Castle rock, situated in the

toAvn of Castle Rock, not far east of the center of section 32. It

Avas a landmark knoAvn I)y the Indians and early explorers. The
Sioux Indians named it Inyan bosndata or standing rock, and,

according to Nicollet, this name Avas also applied by them to the

Cannon riAmr. The term Castle hill was formerly applied to a

similar outlier about tAvelve miles further northeast, its outlines

“bearing the appearance of a dilapidated castle of feudal times.”

This is iiOAV kuoAvn as Lone rock, and to the east of it, a short

distance, is another Avhich is generally designated Chimney rock.

These are in sections 14 and 13, Empire. The Inyan bosndata

and the Castle hill are named on the large map of Nicollet, and

the Chimney rock is also shoAvn but not named.

Although Featherstonhaugh did not visit this spot, he has

giAum the first knoAvn description and figure of the rock. His

description is as folloAvs: “This i^illar is situated on what is

called the Big Prairie, and can be seen for a distance of tAventy

miles, someAvhat resembling a church Avith a copula; the loAver

part being a huge column, sixty feet high, and twenty-five feet

in diameter
;
and the upper part being thirty feet in height, and

varying from two and a half to fifteen feet in diameter. This

curious obelisk of sandstone is one of the proofs of the ancient

continuity of strata and of the general reduction Avhich has taken

jilace in the mineral structure of the country. For these particu-

lars, as well as for the accompanying outline of Le Grand Gres,

I am indebted to a traveler A\dio had visited the locality and

made a sketch of the pillar.” The foregoing statements of dimen-

sions are nothing hut exaggerated estimates by the traveler avIio

furnished the draAving. About six years later, Avhen Nicollet

sa,Av it, he made such measAirements as to Avarrant him in stating

its exact height at thirty-six feet. In 1823 the party of Ala.jor
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Long passed near this rock, but did not see it, their Indian gnide

being unwilling to take them there. Prof. Keating says the In-

dians named the Cannon river ‘Eamozindata’ (high rock) from

a white pyramidal rock which rises to a considerable height near

this stream a few miles above the place where they crossed it.

From the date of Nicollet’s observation till 1872 there seems to

have been no published reference to these outliers.

In the second annual rei^ort of the survey (1873) are figures

that show this obelisk from three different directions, with

various dimensions expressed, though it was described also in the

first annual report. In June, 1883, this i:>illar was again exam-

ined. It had not noticeably changed. There were more carvings

of names, etc., on it than ten years before, and the apparent cer-

tainty of its falling with the first blast of wind Avas more im-

pressed on the beholder. At that time it Avas AAU'itteii: “In the

immediate A’iciuity of this rock the soil is cpiite sandy, the same

extending about half a mile toAvard the southeast. The base of

the exposed rock is yelloAvish-rusty, but the pinnacle is Avhite.

A narroAV streak of amethystine red sand crosses the bodj^ of the

castle aboAit horizontally, at least it ajApears on the nortliAvest

side. Immediately beloAV that the Avhite sand is someAvhat yel-

loAvish Avith iron-rust, for about three feet. Another amethystine,

or rather brick-red, band occurs betAveen the Avhite and the rusty

sand at the base. On Aveathered surfaces are seen Avhat appear

to be fueoidal markings, and a porous, Avorm-eaten structure

Avhich has often been named Scolithus. The tubes of the latter

are generally from one-eighth to one-fourth of an inch in diam-

eter, and they are seen in nearly all parts about the base of this

rock, especially on the nortlieast side.
’

’ The folloAving description,

published in 1872, Avas applicable up to a feAV years ago: “The
singular pillar in Dakota county, knoAvn as Castle rock, consists

of the St. Peter sandstone. It stands on the arch of the local

anticlinal axis from Avhich the beds dip gently both toAvard the

north and tOAvard the south, and is an outlier from Avhich most of

the formation has been removed over an area of some miles about.

Its form is that of a someAAdiat regular right prism, or parallelo-

piped elongated north and south, supporting on its northern

end a pinnacle of bedded sandstone about four feet in diameter

at the base Avhich rises above the general mass nineteen feet and

three inches. A aucav from the Avest shoAvs, of rock, forty-four

feet and nine inches, rising above the general surface of the

sandy mound on AAdiich it stands. Rock can be seen on the east

side about tAventy feet loAver than on the Avest. A depression

along the east side of the outlier is tAventy-six feet beloAv the

loAvest rock visible. From the bottom of this depression to the

top of the toAver is seA’enty feet one and three-fourths inches. The



HISTORY OF DAKOTA COUKTY

irregularly ascending base visible from the west is eleven feet

six inches. The perpendicular sides of the general mass of the

rock are fourteen feet, and the tower is nineteen feet three inches.

Near the base of the tower is a somewhat argillaceous layer, or

one less firmly cemented, of a few inches, which weathers away
faster than the rest, making the diameter there considerably less

than above. Hence the tower has a threatening aspect, and the

first i)upression of the beholder is the certainty that the first

severe blast of wind Avill throw it from its place. The mass of

the whole is separated perpendicularly by a number of divisional

planes that also may be seen entering the rock below the castle.

These pass in a direction northeast and southwest, and have so

aided the attacks of the elements, and invited the ambitious, but

sacrilegious, carvings of visitors that a hole has been made
through the body of the rock.’ ” The top of the rock is now shat-

tered, and the curiosity no longer retains its former characteristic

appearance.

An outlier of the St. Peter sandstone, situated in section 1-4,

Empire, is known as Lone rock, owing to its rising in the midst

of a prairie and forming a very conspicuous object for a great

many miles in all directions. From its summit, which is about a

hundred feet higher than the surrounding prairie, can be seen

toward the east the crests of several other outliers of the same

stone within a mile or two, one of which is known as Chimney
rock, while still further east the eye looks upon the bluffs of the

opposite side of the Mississippi. Toward the south the valley of

the Vermillion spreads out in a broad basin.

The different periods through which this part of the earth

passed, from the ages when the globe was a mass of molten

granite down to the time when it was ready for the occupation

of man, are described in Chapter II in the second part of this

work. Sufficient is it to say here, that during those aeons of

time when the earth was in the throes of preparation, there oc-

curred periods when large portions of the earth’s surface were

covered with ice, and from these ice fields, as they melted, flowed

muddy water which deposited crushed or powdered rock along

the beds of its courses, leaving what is known as drift. In these

streams floated huge iceburgs which plowed out valleys and left

their marks in the rocks, which they scratched and in some in-

stances shattered.

Two glacier periods have operated in Dakota county, each one

leaving its traces in the form of moraine, till-sheet, and modified
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drift. The effect of the first, which extended furthest east, was

over-Avroug'ht and largely effaced by the second. Tliey were

separated by a long interval of time. During the prevalence of

the second the powerful action of the ice- and gravel-laden waters

on that part of the country Avhicli was not reached by the mov-

ing ice of the glacier was sufficient to excavate broad valleys

both in the drift before deposited and in the erocible rock-beds,

and to spread extensive plains of gravel. But its chief influence

Avas in screening the characters and actual extent of the older

drift by working it over, mixing it Avith tlie neAver and burying the

Avhole under copious deposits of Avater-Avorn gravel and sand. Such

hills as Castle rock lie outside of the action of the ice of the last

glacial epocli, but yet Avithin the action of tliat of the first. AVhen

the first ice-sheet covered the county, coming mainly from the

northwest, it extended as far east as the till-mounds in Marshan,

and the rock area at Castle rock must have been much larger

than it is noAv. It received the action of the ice of that epoch,

but Avas still left as a large Trenton mound. After the inter-

glacial age had passed, and the second epoch advanced, its area

Avas reduced, along Avith that of all other similar mounds, by the

Avaters that accompanied that epoch. The St. Peter sandstone

Avas undermined. The Trenton slabs fell from their positions and

mingled with the drift and boulders Avhieh they before supported,

and with the neAvly spread gravel and sand, the mound Avas en-

tirely uncapped, the limestone dissolved and disappeared, the

sandstone Avas indurated by exposure and has maintained a

struggling existence until the present time. This succession of

changes can be predicated of all the “mounds” and “castles” in

the eastern part of the county in Amrious stages of advancement,

since they all happen to be betAveen the margins of the tAvo ice-

sheets.

The areas of the older till are found on the highlands in that

part of the county east of the morainic belt of the last glacial

epoch. In the loAver levels it is either washed out or is covered

by the gravel and sand derived from the later epoeli. This older

till is blue, and Avas derived, therefore, largely from the north-

west. The singular mounds in section 1, Marslian, are composed
of such gray till. It is also found in the northern part of Ver-

million, Empire and Lakeville. It eoAmrs tlie eastern part of

Eureka, blending toward the Avest Avith the gray till of the last

glacial period. It occupies the road belt of Trenton highland

that runs about east and Avest from Chub lake, in Eureka, to

the northern part of Douglass. It is found under the surface

materials in Greenvale, AVaterford, Sciota and Randolph. The
later gray till is typically exhibited in southern Greenvale, north-

Avestern Eureka, the timbered part of Lakeville and Burnsville.
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It lias a confused and snper-posed line of junction with the red

till in northern Burnsville and western Eagan.

The red till is spread over the most of Eagan, the whole of

Lebanon, northern Rosemount, Inver Grove, JMendota and AYest

St. Paul. There are many places, however, where the red till

is mainly composed of gravel and sand with numerous large

boulders, the contour being very rough. The till areas that

apjiertain to the moraine of the last glacial epoch are character-

ized by many lakes. These lie in deep depressions, the hill sur-

rounding being sometimes over a hundred feet above the surfaces.

In the areas of red till these depressions are deeper and steeper

than in those of gray till, and the hills are more likely to con-

sist largely of gravel and sand.

The older gray till forms its most im[)ortant appearance in

the mounds in section 1, Marshan. It consists of an irregular

group t)f hills rising about one hundred feet above the surround-

ing plain, with the characteristic pose of ,a terminal moraine.

This moraine, if such it he, may be supposed to spread northwest-

wardly, underlying the elevation that is seen in sections 34 and

35, Hastings, as well as in the northeastern part of Nininger

township, whence its continuation northward lies probal)ly in

AVashington county. The mounds themselves' consist essentially

of pebbly and stony till, as revealed by wells that have been

sunk into them to the depths of a hundred feet. The smaller

mound, which lies southwest from the main hill, is round at the

base and rises evenly, like a cone, to a rounded apex, eighty-five

feet above the plain. Pebbles are strewn over the surface
;
and

on the top, Avhich is evenly rounded over, and perhaps fifteen

feet across the surface is completely covered Avith coarse gravel

stones of northeastern origin, among Avhich are many of brown-

red, metamorphic shale and a quartzyte as Avell as hroAAm amygclo-

loid. There are also many of greenish Idue, fine, diabase, and of

Avhite ([Aiartz, and an occasional one of coarse, gray syenite and of

dioryte. f)n the slopes, along the raAune separating the small

inound from the large one, are several large diabase boulders.

At a distance, by a person Avho has not made a closer inspection,

these hills Avould he taken for some outlier of the St. Peter and

Trenton, like those further Avest. There is no sign of any similar

deposit anyAvhere else toAvard the south or east, but toward the

north the same kind of a deposit constitutes, outAvardly, the loAver

hills that lie along the south side of the Vermillion riAUU’ near the

falls of the Vermillion.

In Douglass and Alarshan, in general, those sui'faces above

eight hundred feet are likely to be of till, those below of gravel

and sand, but even the till surfaces often have a sandy and

graA'elly coAmring. There is a large area of till in the south-
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eastern corner of Marshan township. i\[ost of Douglass is high

and undulating, underlaid by the lower iMagnesian, with a thin

layer of old drift. The immediate surface is composed of the

yellow loam, similar to that on the highlands in northern

Nininger, but it becomes gravelly, as well as stony, in those

places Avhere some ready supply of stones is present, as the old

till, or the Lower Magnesian. The worked-over surface of this

old gray till is seen in numerous places in the central part of the

county, as already mentioned. It is seen in the immediate vicinity

of Castle rock, and between the obelisk and Castle Rock station.

The later gray till is more rough in its outline. It is seldom

covered by a fine stratified loam, and it is naturally timbered.

Its eastern margin lies over the older gray till in Greenvale.

Eureka, and Lakeville townships, hut in the central part of

Burnsville, it is confusedly blended Avith the red till of the later

glacial epoch. The eastern part of Biuuisville is covered with red

till, but this red till has beloAV it, in some places, a blue till Avhich,

theoretically, is of the age of the older glacial e])och, 1 )aU. may
lie of the later. Along the river road the till changes from gray

to red in section 35, Burnsville, Imt again to gray in section 19,

Eagan. Thence to section 4 the road through Black Dog passes

through a rolling tract of gray fill, the hills being from fifty to

a hundred feet above the valleys. No gravel terrace, in general,

is here A'isihle, the rolling surface apparently breaking up. The

most notable thing here is the thick, yellow loam, through which

stands up occasionally a large gray granite boidder, as on the

prairies. Indian and Buck hills, the former near the west end

of Lakeville lake and the latter near the Avest end of Crystal

lake, rising about eleven hundred feet above the sea, are promi-

nent and characteristic hills of gray till. Other similar hills are

in the same vicinity. Buck hill is a short, sharp, isolated peak,

turfed all OA^er Avith the usual prairie grasses, asters and amorpha,

and by aneroid barometer rises about tAvo hundred and fifteen

feet above Crystal lake. Prom this hill can be seen the city of

Minneapolis. On the soutliAA’est quarter of section 19, Eagan,

there is a succession of gray, morainic ridges rising aboAm each

other toAvard the east, along the Avest side of Avhich, at a loAver

leA^el. is a gravel terrace.

The retl till cannot be separated, as to age, so certainly into

tAvo parts. This is not due so much to the knoAvn alisence of red

till of the former glacial epoch, from the county, as to the ease

Avith Avhich it is overAvrought and its characters lost in those of

the gray. It is not noAV possible to assert that any deposit of red

till is knoAvn in the county that can be referred to the earlier

epoch, though numerous stones that must liaA'e been formerly

embraced in the red till are found scattered through the graA-elly
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knolls that occur in the central towns. The later red till, from
tlie north and northeast, furnished a characteristic I’ed gravel

and sand, and this is spread over the eastern plains, and mingles

with the gravel derived from the gray till.

It is true, still, that on the evidence of the gray till moraine

of the earlier ei)och, it is not reasonable to expect to find a sheet

of tlie older reel till in Dakota county. The gray till only could

iiave l)een deposited in Dakota county. Further examination,

however, directed to this point speciallj'-, extended across the

IMississippi into Pierce county, Wisconsin, is needed in order to

estaldish the mutual limits of the red and gray tills of the earlier

epoch. The red till of the later epoch is spread characteristically

over the northern part of Rosemount, Inver Grove, AYest St. Paul,

Alendota, the eastern two-tliirds of Eagan, Lebanon, and the

southeastern ]>art of Burnsville. It is the drift that constitutes

tlie highest hills and ridges in this part of the country. Although

here it is all spoken of as till, yet it cannot he all included under

that term. It is largely composed of gravel and sand; and it is

a remarkable fact that the summits of the highest hills, such as

those in southern Eagan and northern Lebanon, where this red

drift prevails, are composed of sand, or a sandy loam, so light

and so dry that they are liarren, or support only the scant vege-

tation comprised in a tufted, short grass, red sorrel, occasional

mulleins, avens, thistles and a tew golden rods and asters. In

other places a scanty turf covers the surface and a few shrubby

trees of burr and oak barely live.

The northern part of the country along the “German road”

is high and rolling Avith red till. The highest land is along the

Avest side of the road, and rises at least a hundred feet higher

than the road. The elevations along the road are from seventy-

live feet to one hundred and twenty-five feet al)ove the depres-

sions, many of the latter containing lakes.

The line of junction of the red till Avith the gray is in Burns-

A’ille and Eagan. The later gray till lies on the later red, but

the latter lies on the older gray till. The Avestern limit of the

red till may be approximately defined as folloAvs: Beginning at

the southern side of section 5, in Lakeville, it passes across the

eastern end of Crystal lake, to the northeast cpiarter of section

81, in Burnsville, thence northwesterly, throTigh the center of sec-

tion 25, northerly through the center of section 24, into the south-

Avest corner of section 18, northerly into the soutluvest corner of

section 35, to the center of section 25, easterly through section 30,

Eagan, thence in irregular jAatches through section 29, the nortli-

Avest quarter of section 28, to the center of section 16, through

the east side of section 8 and of section 4, and thence across the

Alinnesota river into Hennepin coiinty. There is also an isolated
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area of red till in southwestern Eiireka, about Chub lake, the

extent of which is not certainly knoAvn.

The Vermillion and Cannon riA^ers are the shrunken remnants

of once poAA'erful streams. Some of their former tril)utaries are

noAv dry Amlleys. The period of their greatness Amnished Avith the

ice of the last glacial epoch. Tlie proofs and the consequences of

their poAA'er consist of terraced plains and rich Amlleys that pene-

trate the moraines of the nortliAA'estern part of the county. The

Cannon A’alley once Avas SAA'ollen by the AAmters of the klinnesota.

At that time it spread OA'er the flat prairies of Waterford, Sciota

and Kaudolph, laying down the gravel and sand that constitute

their .subsoil. It Avas augmented by the Avater of Chub creek

Avhich, at the same time, spread a similar deposit over the north-

eastern part of Greenvale, carrying off the drainage supply from

the melting ice in eastern Eice and Scott counties, as Avell as

from the region of Chub lake, in Eureka. The leAml of the sur-

face of the river, Avhich Avas then more like a lake than a river

in its extent, Avas aliOAm the leAml of the highest gravel terrace,

the graAud terrace indicating the then bottom of the river. At
Northfleld the highest gravel deposits are about nine hundred

and eighty feet ahoA'e the sea, or about eighty feet above the

Avater in the river. About Cannon Falls they are about ninety

feet aboA'e the river. It is prohal)le that at this stage of the riAmr

some of its Avaters passed northeastAvardly across soAithern Hamp-
ton and Douglass and reached the IMississippi, likcAvise .SAVollen so

as to spread over the plains south of Hastings, in the vicinity

of Etter. The bluff's at Hungry point, nortlnvest quarter of sec-

tion 1, EaA-enna, enclosing a A'alley trilnitary to the A'alley of

Etter, are Ioav and present the appearance of having been long

sulimerged and Avashed, so that they are shattered and degradeLl.

The Trenton mounds in Eaudolph Ave're islands in the river. The

Shakopee limestone Avas buried under a uniform sheet of graAml

and sand all the Avay from AVaterford to Cannon Falls. As the

riAmr Avas reducecl in volume it selected its present narroAver

valley, and excavated in the loose materials its present bed, only

occasionally revealing, even to the present, the underlying rock.

Chub creek, in sections 16, 17 and 18, Greenvale, runs through

extensiA'e marshes
;
and about these marshes is a terraced plain

about forty-five feet above them consisting of gray graA^el and
sand.

At the same time that the Cannon A’alley Avas thus flooded,

the Vermillion Avas pouring a muddy stream into the Alississippi

at and beloAv Hastings. This Avater Avas the result of the local

thaAving of the margin of the ice in the imediate vicinity of its

sources, hut at a later date this river Avas vastly increased by
the Avaters that came from the Alinnesota. It is not ceiffain that
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tlie Hiuuesota was so dammed by the ice that all its Avater Avas

carried aAAmy by the Amlleys that cross the county and empty
into the Vermillion, but it is Amry eAddent that a large amount
of AA’ater passed through the gaps in the moraine AAdiich lie in

eastern Scott county and northwestern Dakota. The most AAmst-

ern source of the Vermillion reaches into Ncaa" Market, in Scott

county, and entei-s Dakota county in section 18, Eiueka. It

closely inosculates Avith the upper tributaries of Credit riAmr

and may liaAm seiu'ed as an aA’enue of partial discharge from the

glacial lake of the Minnesota Amlley at a slightly later date than

the Cannon A'alley. This, lioAAUumr, has not been fully ascertained.

Vhere this stream enters Dakota county its A\mter level is less

than a thousand feet above the sea, and it occupies a Avide marshy
valley. According to Dr. 'Warren Upham there are evidences of

standing Avater traceable in the drift-deposits of Scott county in

the Avestern part of Noav Market, at levels sufficiently high to

have alloAved the discharge of Avater from the Credit valley across

the divide into the Vermillion rWer through Eureka. The “big

slough" in the northern part of Castle Rock must then have been

the main passagCAvay for this flood, and then some of it found

its Avay to tlie Cannon valley through the gravel-streAvn valley,

passing through the village of Noav Trier into Trout brook, in

Douglass. There are tAvo other continuous channels, noAV dry,

Avhich shoAV a direct connection of the Minnesota river Avith the

Vermillion river and the plains of central Dakota county, shoAV-

iiig not only that Avhen the ice prevailed the Vermillion Avas

a Hooded glacial stream but also that at a still later stage it

shared in the abundant Avaters of the Minnesota. One of these

passes throAAgh southern Burnsville to Crystal lake, and its bot-

tom is kiioAvn as “the loAver prairie,” in Lebanon and Lakeville,

having an elevation about nine luindred feet above the leAml of

the sea. The other is knoAvn as the Rich valley, running from

near Meudota to the northeastern part of Rosemount. These

gravel-streAvu, Avide Amlleys are terraced distinctly all the Avay

from Avhere they begin to the Mississippi. The terraces Aviden

out in the central tOAvns of the county and constitute the “big

prairie,” so called, in distinction from the “big Avoods, ” these

plains descending gently toAvard the east and uniting with the

gravel terraces of the Mississippi.

The diAude betAveen the Minnesota and Crystal lake rises about

eight hundred and fifty-five feet aboAm the level of the sea, and

consists of drift, the enclosing bluffs being of gray till Avith con-

siderable foreign limestone, and having treeless, stony surfaces.

In the A'alley between Hamilton and Crystal lake are several

marshes and small lakes. On the Avest side of the divide the till

surfaces are covered Avith a loam of a light yelloAvish, or ashen,
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color found to accompany the gray till rather than the red. The

highest gravel terrace accompanying the valley Avest of Crystal

lake is a little less than nine hundred feet ahoA’e tide, or one

hundred and eighty feet above low water in the ^Minnesota at

Hamilton, or about forty feet aboA'e Crystal lake, constituting,

in its eastward extension, the “lower prairie” in Lebanon and

Lakeville. BetAveen the hluffs of this terrace near the county

line there is a Ioav drainage Amlley at the present time, Avith

occasional marshes, carrying but little Avater. The bottom of this

is about fifty feet loAver tlian the terrace leAml. This terrace flat

spreads largely into Scott county Avest of the county line, south

from Hamilton. Crystal lake is about eight hundred and sixty

feet above the sea, or about forty feet beloAv the “loAver prairie.”

It Avas formerly, since settlement, six or eight feet higher. It has

no visible outlet, but sinks aAvay through the sand.

The other continuous glacial-Avater channel tributary to the

valley of the Vermillion begins about a mile and a half south

from iMendota and ends in northeastern Eosemount. It spreads

its gravel debris like alluvial fans over the plains soutliAvard

and southeastAvard, at a level someAvhat higher than the present

level of the stream, on the north side of the Vermillion, from

Empire to Hastings, eA’en uniting Avith the Cannon in coA^ering

the toAvns of IMarshan and EaA^enna Avith the relics of its floods.

The connection of this A^alley Avith that of the Minnesota is not

so marked as that of the Crystal lake channel. Its nortliAvestern

end is broken up into a rolling and gravelly surface Avith irregu-

lar depressions, sometimes having lakes and sometimes not. In

the northeastern part of Eagan it is divided into tAvo branches,

the easterly branch extending nearly north and reaching the

Mississippi ahout a mile and a half east of Mendota. Each of

these branches is about a mile Avide. The bottom of this trans-

verse valley, at the summit, separating the present drainage into

nortliAvard and south-floAving streams, is about one hundred and

thirty feet aboA'e Ioav Avater mark at IMendota, and hence about

eight hundred and fifteen feet aboA^e the level of the sea. The

summit is in section 25, Mendota, in the easterly branch of this

channel, Avhere a long, narroAv marsh drains nortliAvard by a

constant creek, reaching the Mississippi about a mile beloAV Meu-

dota. In the Avesterly branch the divide is not noticeable, but it

is aparently in section 1, Eagan, near the point of iinion Avith the

easterly branch.

Gravel and sand, often in broad plains and terraces,

characterized this old channel. In the northeastern part of

Eagan the Avesterly channel is separated into tAvo parts by an

island-like plateau of modified drift Avhieh has an elevation of

aboAit nine hundred feet, and in the eastern sub-channel the
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modified drift is disposed iu the form of kames that run south-

easterly and can l)e traced about a mile. There are two parallel

ridges and some subordinate kame-like ridges.

Between Hamilton and IMendota are conspicuous terraces of

gray gravel and sand. These sometimes lie on the gray till and

sometimes on the red. In some places they are wanting, and the

gray till, with its bare surface and irregular outline, presents

its morainic margin in the river bluffs. South and east from

Hamilton is a conspicuous terrace which extends into Dakota

county. At the county line it is about eighty-five feet above the

depot at Hamilton, or about eight hundred feet above the sea.

This terrace, which at the county line is about an eighth of a mile

wide, descends gradually and widens toward the east and its

composition changes from coarse, rolled gravel and sand to yel-

low loam, and on the northwest quarter, section 13, Burnsville,

it is from forty to fifty feet al)ove the Avest meadows of the fiood-

2Alain, or from sixty to seventy feet above the low water. Fur-

ther east, hi section 34, the terrace flat is broken by the jirojection

above its surface of knolls of gray till, Avhich increase in height

irregularly and iu some yilaces blend with the rolling upland

sui-face, the gravel plain surrounding these knolls having an

elevation of about eight hundred and tAventy-five feet above the

sea.

Still further east, in section 35, Burnsville, Avest of Walter

Connolley "s’ the terrace becomes consiiieuous, and thus continues

to near Nichols station, with a Avidth from a quarter to a half

mile. The surface of this terrace is a sandy loam, and on it are

extensiAm and valuable farms. In section 19, Eagan, it is about

one hundred and tAventy-five feet aboAm the river, or eight hun-

dred and twenty feet above the sea. Prom Nichols station,

through sections 9 and the southern jAart of 4, there is left no

evident trace of this gravel terrace; but only a rolling surface

covered Avith a copious yelloAV loam.

In section 34, IMendota, is a terrace almut half a mile Avide

uniting Avith that Avhich marks the old valley extending south-

eastAvard, having au undulating ujAper outline Avhich averages

about eight hundred and fifty feet aboAm the sea. This lies on,

and apiAarently l)lends Avith, the red till along its upper edge.

In northeast quarter section 4, Eagan, the river road runs on

an undidating loAver level, about thirty feet above the lake in the

river bottoms, but the gravel terrace, Avhieh here lies on the St.

Peter sandstone, is about a quarter of a mile Avide, and from it

there is a rajAid undidating ascent to the uiAlands.

From klendota to St. Paul, the Trenton and St. Peter consti-

tute an abruiAt bluff', ami there is no graAml terrace inteiqAosed

betAveen it and the riAmr. From the limits of St. Paul a graAml
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terrace skirts the west side of the i\Iississippi with persistence,

as far as to Nininger; and after a brief interruption returns and

prevails over the rocky outcrops toward the southeast as far as

the Goodhue county line.

In the northeastern part of Inver Grove this terrace is about

one hundred and twenty feet above the river. Further south it

spread over the open country, constituting the prairies of eastern

Rosemount and southern X'ininger, and thence southeasterly, its

level being about nine hundred feet above the sea. Within this

level, however, along the river is developed another, lower, gravel

terrace, which rises about eight hundred feet above the sea at

Hastings. The upper prairie is covered by gravel that can be

referred at first to the action of the Mississippi on the morainic

accumulation in Inver Grove, and further south to the joint

action of the Mississippi and the Rich valley channel, as already

mentioned. At a slightly later date the Mississippi was deprived

of the waters of the Rich valley channel, and at the same time

was somewhat lowered, in its own bed, so that when finally

shi'unken to its present size it Avas bounded by an individual ter-

race distinct from that of its highest stage. Still, owing to the

uncertain action and height of pre-existing rock-bluffs through

eastern Rosemount, there is a degree of uncertainty about the

true classification of the various smaller benches and gravel

plains that are to be seen in this part of the county. Several

appear that are short. They consist essentially of gra\ml and

sand, but the sandy loam covers them all. ToAvard Nininger

begins to appear, a fine, clay loam on the highest ground, coA^er-

ing particularly the region immediately south of Nininger.

The channel that extends southeastAvardly from Crystal lake

is cut in the St. Peter sandstone, the overlying Trenton layers in

some places giving it form along the margin of the upper prairie.

These layers can be seen occasionally, but they are usually Avholly

concealed by the graA^el of the upper prairie, AA’hich in Lebanon,

is about forty feet higher than the loAver prairie. The plains

of IMarshan consist, so far as knoAAm, of graA^el to a great depth,

Avells penetrating one hundred feet Avithout striking rock. It

seems that some great excavation has taken place here in pre-

glacial days. The plain slopes from ten to fifteen feet gradually

toAvard the south, Avith an increasing lightness of soil. It also

becomes shrubby in the southern part Avith burr and black oaks.

In the southern part of IMarshan, before the rock again appears,

causing an increase of height of the general contour, the surface

is slightly undulating and is characterized by sandy oak openings.

There is a narroAV sandy Amlley extending from the southeastern

cjuarter section of 35, Hastings, soutliAvard through Marshan,

passing through sections 2, 11, II, and Avidening out into sandy
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oak oi)eiiings in sections 22, 23, and 24, the surface of which
seems to have been formed by currents of waves acting on light

sand. This narrow valley, which is about a hundred feet below
the level of the plain, must have been due to a passage of a part

of the waters of tlie IMississippi at a much later date than that

Avliich witnessed the tiooding of the higher prairies of the town.

At Ftter a small sti'cam joins the Mississippi; it has bluffs of

gravel and sand, eighty feet in height, Avith no visible rock. Such
bluff's bound the river thence to Avithin about tAvo miles of Has-

t ings.

Fast of th(‘ “big slough” in Castle Kock, Avliich is a part of

Hie Fkirmington Hat, and south of it, the terrace lines of the

ancient drainage courses blend Avith the lines of the Trenton and
St. Peter outcrops and in some instances the terrace has the full

height of the Trenton bluff's. Altbough at present this slough

has an outlet by the Vermillion, it is plain that.Avhen the Avaters

Avere abundant on the county it had a broad oulet eastAvard

through Hampton and probably reached the Cannon by Avay of

Trout book in Douglass. Through Hampton, hoAvever, this ehan-

nel loses its directness, and its appearance of an old river shore.

It is broken by innumerable tributary valleys, and broad swell-

ing curves that return upon themselves both toAvard the north and
toAvard the south.

The distribution and origin of the rich yellow clayey loam,

generally ]Aebbly but nearly or quite free from boulders, are of

great interest, since tlu?y can not yet be satisfactorily explained.

It seems that the deposition of this loam must have antedated that

condition of drift-transport Avhicli jAroduced the gravel and sand

of the plains, and the terraces of the riAmrs, since it is found on

the old drift areas Avhieh arise from fifty to one hundred and fifty

feet above those gravel plains. This clay-loam shoAild be dis-

tingiushed from that Avhich forms the soil generally throughout

the gravel plains. This is a sticky, yelloAvish, clayey loam
;
that

is sandy, and Idackened to a greater depth by decayed and

ehari-ed vegetation. It covers high lands in northern and

southeasteim Lakeville, southern Greenvale and the ridge of

Trenton that lains through Castle Kock and Hampton, as Avell as

the high land in Douglass. It is seen in the northeastern part of

Nininger and the northern part of Empire. It seems to grade

into a finer pebbleless loam in some situations; and Avben it is

covered by the alluvium of the riAmrs, or by gravel and sand, its

eciuivalent then seems to be useful for brick-making. A deposit

of this kind seems to exist in the IMinnesota valley at Hamilton,

and in the valley at Hungry point, section 33, Kavenna, A\diere it

is coAmred by a fcAV feet of sand. There is here at Hungry point.
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a sharply defined narrow valley eroded by the present creek

which runs to Etter, the hliift's being fully fifty to seA^enty feet

high, the rock bluffs being about a mile separate. This clay is

yellowish or orange yellow, and below a depth of . a variable

number of feet it becomes blueish, especially if it is so situated

as to be continually wet. This seems to have been a sheltered

bay or coulee, in AAdiich the northern waters circled round, and

deposited the finest suspended materials. It is therefore of pre-

glacial or interglacial age.



CHAPTER II.

THE INDIANS.

Who were the First Men in Dakota County?—Evidence of the

Mounds—Tradition as to the lowas—Dakotas or Sioux

—

Medawakanton Bands—Good Road, Black Dog and Little

Crow—The Kaposia Band—Feuds, Wars and Slaughter—Red
Nation Becomes Chief of Kaposia Band and Assumes Title of

Little Crow—His Part in the Uprising of 1862—Some Well

Known Characters—Indians of the County at the Present

Time—Indian Treaties.

At some period of tlie earth’s history the foot of savage man
first traversed the Avilds of Avhat is now Dakota county. Who
tlie actual first residents Avere is a question AAdiich Avill probably

neA^er be solved. It is possible that some sort of human beings

were here shortly after the recession of the ice of the last glacial

period, and Warren Uphani has suggested that the loAvland

inounds discovered by Profesor E. W. Schmidt may be the re-

mains of such occupancy. A Amluable discussion of this subject

by Professor Schmidt himself, appears elsewhere in this history-

Whatever the researches of scholars may bring to light on this

subject
;
at the present time there is no evidence that Dakota

county Avas ever permanently occupied by a race differing from

the Sioux found here by the first Avhite explorers
;
and Avhatever

may l)e learned of the neAvly discovered loAAdand mounds, it is

doubtful if any evidence Avill ever be found that Avill point to

other than the ancestors of the Sioux (the loAvas being members

of the same great family) as the builders of the highland mounds.

These highland mounds have been observed in several places

in Dakota coiinty. IMany are found on the east side of the IMinne-

sota in Eagan tOAvnship. They are on the great river terrace

Avhich has been described, and near the Avestern margin of the

same. They are abundant on section 19, Eagan. By long culti-

Amtion they haAm been flattened out. They are all sizes, from ten

to forty feet across, rising from two to five feet above the sur-

rounding surface. They differ from the surrounding soil by

being sandy and pebbly, and drying quicker after showers. When
thus dry they are easily contrasted Avith the black color of the

rest of the field. They are practically uniform in outward ap-

pearance
;
and occasionally they shoAV stones as much as six

20
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inelies in diameter, the soil generally being stoneless. They are

uniform in slope, subcircular, and are only on the highest parts

of the terrace-flats, the general surface descending from them

slightly east and west. They extend along the terrace for a dis-

tance estimated as at least two miles.

Of these mounds Professor Keating, who accompanied Long’s

expedition of 1823, made the following note: “On the right

bank IMajor Long observed numerous ancient tumuli or artificial

mounds, some of which are of large size. They occupy a con-

siderable extent of the prairie upon which they are situated. In

one part they formed a line of about half a mile in a direction

parallel with the river, from which they were distant about one

hundred yards. The mounds were erected at a distance of from

twelve to fifteen yards asunder, and when observed from one end

of the line, presented the appearance of a ridge or parapet.”

Other mounds have been described as follows: “The road

which passes soutli from Hamilton, on the boggy beach formed

by the Shakopee, runs near a number of similar artificial mounds.

Four are visible from the road on the west side, and three on

the east side, within six or eight rods. These are from two to

three feet high. In the village of Hamilton are several others,

though smaller
;
and still more on the Avest side of Credit river,

between Hamilton and the Minnesota riA^er.

“In the east side of section 23, Greenvale, are several mounds

of the same kind. They are situated so as to surround a marsh.

There are several others on the southwest cj[uarter of section 24.

Six more were noticed on the southeast quarter of section 18.

These are on the north side of the creek, near the higliAvay. In

section 35, Eureka, and section 2, in Greenvale, on either side of

the town-line road, are seen about a dozen artificial mounds.

These are about two and a half feet high and overlook Avhat may
haAn been a lake, but noAV is a marsh. Near the south line of

section 34, Eui-eka, are six other mounds, from one to tAVO feet

in height. These are on Ioav, moist land, Avhile SAvells thirty or

forty feet high rise in the vicinity. Tavo mounds, rising tAvo to

four feet, are on the north side of Crystal lake, nortliAvest quarter

of section 32, Burnsville. Four or five more, of about the same

size, are near the centre of section 31, on the north bank of the

lake, about fifty feet above the water. There are seven mounds
in section 25, Burnsville, overlooking the east end of Lake Early.

These are on a narroAv strip of land betAveen Early and Middle

lakes, rather close together. LeAvis Judd, some tAventy-five years

ago, excaAmted one, and discovered what appeared to be four

layers of ashes, and some indications of rotting bones, but nothing

that could certainly be identified as such. ”

These mounds are similar to the other mounds in this section
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of the country. Scliolars have long since abandoned the theory

that tlie “Mound Builders” were a civilized race superior to the

Sioux, and are convinced that with the j^ossible exception of the

loAvlaiid mounds, the mounds were built by Indians not materially

different from the Sioux, if indeed they were not their immediate

ancestors.

The Sioux have evidently hunted in this vicinity from time im-

memorial. At what period they began to establish their villages

here is an unsettled question among the historians.

A previous history of this county has declared “Investigation

corroborates, as far as it has extended, the tradition of the In-

dians, that the lowas (Ayovois, Aiouis) once ranged over the

prairies of this county, and had their villages on the Minnesota.

At first they were on the north side of that river, but the Meda-
wakanton division of the Dakotas, then residing at Medawakan,
Spirit lake, the Mille Lacs, of our later maps, fell upon them

and drove them to the opposite side. They Avere enabled to do

this, through tlie fears of the loAvas, Avhich had been aroused

by the destruction of their Aullage at Oak Grove, ‘in a fearful

dispensation of the gods.’ Tlie lowas then built another village,

on the southern bank of the Minnesota, in Avhat is noAV Egan
township. Here they resided until the MedaAvakanton Sioux obn

tained firearms from the Avhites. A great battle Avas then fought,

on Pilot Knob, just back of Mendota, and the loAvas Avere driven

far to the soutliAvard.” lIoAvever, the facts do not Avarrant us in

making any such dehnite statements.

Our actual knoAvledge dates back to Hennepin in 1680 and

Le Sueur in 1700, both of Avhom found the Sioux Indians in this

locality. Shea’s translation of Le Siieur’s journal of his voyage

to the Blue Earth river in the fall of 1700 contains the folloAving:

“At this spot (the mouth of the Blue Barth river, not far from

IMankato,) he met nine Sioux avIio told him that this riA’er Avas the

country of the Sioux of the Avest, of the AyoAmis (loAvas) and

of the Otoctatas (Otoes), a little further; that it Avas not their

custom to hunt on the groiuids of others, Avithout being invited

by those to A\diom they belonged; that Avhen they should Avish to

come to the fort to get supplies, they Avould be exposed to be

cut off liy their enemies coming up or going doAvn these rivers,

Avhieh were narrow
;
and if he Avished to take pity on them he

must settle on the Mississippi in the neighborhood of the mouth

of the St. Peter’s (Minnesota) river, where the AyOAmis, the

Otoctatas, and all the Sioux could come as Avell as they.” The

journal further says, “Le SAieur had foreseen that his estab-

lishment on the Blue river (Blue Earth) Avould not be relished

by the Sioux of the east, who are, so to speak, masters of the

other Sioux, and of the other nations just named. **«**'^ the
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Sioux of the west have, aeeording to the reports of those of the

east, more than a thousand eahins. They do not use eauoes,

cultivate the earth, or gather wilds oats (wild rice)
;
they gen-

erally keep to the prairies between the iipper Mississippi and the

river of the IMissouris, and live solely by hunting.”

Dah-ko-tah, which was the name the Indians in this locality

applied to themselves, means allied, or joined together in friendly

compact, and is similar in meaning to the motto of the United,

States, ”E pluribus unum.” The Ojilnvays (Chippewas), who
for centuries had waged Avar against the Dah-ko-tahs, called them

Nadowaysious, meaning enemies. The French traders, to a\mid

exciting the attention of the Indians, Avhile coiiA'ersing in their

])resence, Avere accustomed to designate them by naiiies Avhich

the Indians Avould not recognize, and accordingly nicknamed the

Dah-ko-tahs the Sioux, from the last syllable of the OjibAvay name
for them. Thus the Indians in this region came to be called

variously the Scioux, the Sioux and the Soos, retaining the Sioux

to the present day. Dah-ko-tah came in time to be rendered

Dakotah, and Avas so Avritten Avhen Dakota county Avas first

created. Later the ”h” Avas drojiped and the name assumed its

present form, perpetuated in the designations of many toAAms,

several counties and tAvo states.

An aged Indian living on Prairie island (of pure Sioux stock

and a nepheAV of old Iron Cloud of the lied AVing band)
,
declares

that he Avas born near the mouth of the Cannon river, and that

his ancestors had liA-ed there thi-ee or four hundred years. In

fact, the Indians of practically all the early Sioux villages Avhich

Avere situated near mounds, as are those of Dakota county, had
a tradition, even in the days of the French explorers, that they

Avere living near the bones of their ancestors.

Since 1680, from Avhich year dates our recorded kuoAAdedge

of the upper Alississippi, this Aucinity has been frecpiented by the

MedaAvakanton Sioux, Avhose ancient headquarters, tradition

asserts and Hennepin corroborates, Avere at Mille Lacs, and that

from there they at first hunted, and later established their perma-

nent villages, along the Alississippi.

Neill, in “Dakota Land and Dakota Life,” AAudtten in 1853,

says: “The oldest band of this diAusion is Black Dog's, formerly

called Tetankatane (old Aullage) noAV (1853) called Ma-ga-yu-

teshni. (Keating, hoAvever, gUes Black Dog’s and Tetankatane

as tAvo separate villages and locates the latter near the present

site of Hamilton.) Their traditions (that is, of the AledaAvakan-

tons), asserts that many years ago they all (that is, all the bands

Avhich Avere later scattered along the Alinnesota and doAvn the

IMississippi as far as AAunona) lived in one Aullage on the banks
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of the ^linnesota, near Pinnishaw’s village and within sight of

the residence of Peter Qninn (about seven miles from Mendota).”
Carver, in 1766, wrote “Near the river St. Croix reside three

bands of the Naudowessie (Sioux) Indians, called the river

bands.” He gives their number as about 400 warriors. Pike, in

1805-06 divides them into four bands located between “Prairie

des Chien and La Prairie des Francois, thirty-five miles up the

St. Peters” (or ^Minnesota). “The third division,” he says,

“resides between Riviere au Cannon (Cannon river) and the

entrance of the St. Peters (Minnesota). Their principal hunting

ground is on the St. Croix. They have a village at a place called

the Grand Marais (now Pig’s Eye), five miles below the entrance

of the St. Peters (Minnesota). It is situated on the east bank of

the Mississippi and consists of eleven log huts.”

Keating, in his narrative of Major Long’s expedition in 1823,

describes seven IMedawakanton villages. He says that the

Kapoga village (Petit Corbeau’s), later rendered Kaposia, con-

tained thirty lodges, twenty warriors, and three hundred souls,

while Oanoska (Black Dog’s) contained the same number of

lodges, forty warriors and two hundred souls.

“At the present time,” says Neill, writing in 1853, “there are

seven bands of the M ’dewakantonwans (Medawakantons).”

Those he locates in Dakota county are as follows: (1) 0-ya-tay-

shee-ka (Bad People). Principal chief, Ta-ean-ku-wash-tay,

known by the whites as Good Road. Situation, eight miles from

Fort Snelling, on the south side of the Minnesota. This band

numbers about 200. (2) Black Dog village (formerly called

Tetankatane—old village), also called Ma-ga-yu-tesh-ni, meaning

“they do not eat geese.” The reason of this was that they found

a ready market at the garrison for all they could kill. Principal

chief, Mazarota or Gray Iron, also called Pa-wa-ya-zan, or My
Head Aches. The village was situated about four miles south-

west of IMendota, on the river, and contained about fifty lodges

and from two hundred to two hundred and fifty Sioux. (3) Ka-

poga (Light), because they were light footed or swift pedestrians.

Principal chief, Ta-o-ya-te-du-ta, His Scarlet People, called by

the whites Little Crow.

This band was evidently migratory, having its headquax’ters

at various times in different localities along the Mississippi, be-

tween the mouth of the ^Minnesota and the mouth of the St.

Croix. In 1823, Long found that the burial ground of the

Sioux were on the lower or northwestern part of Dayton’s

bluff' (St. Paul) above Carver’s cave, where fifty-seven years

before in Carver’s time the Indians were accustomed to

bring their dead. This burial ground found by Long was

about a third of a mile northwest from the large mounds
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presented in the Indian Mounds Park at the highest part of Day-

ton’s Bluff. Six years earlier, in 1817, Long had found Little

Crow’s village about two miles further down the river, on the

east side, then having fourteen cabins. This was at or near the

spot where Pike had visited Little Crow’s eleven lodges in 1805.

Pike wrote of this village as “just below a ledge of rocks,’’ which

Warren Uphain believes refers to Dayton’s bluff. Long, in 1817,

noted its situation as two miles below Carver’s cave, which was
in the base of that bluff.

IMajor Forsythe, who came with Colonel Leavenworth and

the first soldiers of tlie United States army, in August, 1819, to

Mendota, wrote to Gov. William Clark of St. Louis, “Little

Crow’s village is at a place called the Grand Marais (Pig’s Eye),

being twenty-three leagues above the Red AVing’s village, and

within five leagues of the mouth of St. Peter’s (Minnesota) river.

Here I found the Little Crow a steady, generous and independent

Indian
;
he acknoAvledged the sale of the land at the mouth of

the St. Peter’s river to the United States, and said he had been

looking each year, since the sale, for the troops to build a fort,

and Avas now happy to see us all, as the Sioux Avould uoav haAm

a father Avith them.’’

Schoolcraft, Avho came Avith Cass in 1820, described the village

Avith its fields of corn, cucumbers and pumpkins as four miles

below the cave. Before the summer of 1823 it had been re-

moved to the nortliAvestern or upper side of Dayton’s bluff Avhere

the riA'er turns in a broad curA'e from a iiortliAvestAvard to a

soutliAvard course. After the Sioux, by a treaty in the city of

AVashington on September 29, 1837, ceded their lands east of

the Mississi])pi the Kaposia band had their village on the Avest

side, occupying a part of South Park, a suburb of South St. Paul.

Thus it Avill be seen that the A'illage of Kaposia Avas changed

several times in its location.

There Avas an off’-shoot of the Kaposia or Little CroAV village

about nine miles beloAV it at Detour de Pin (Pine Bend), on the

Avest bank of the Alississippi. This village consisted of tAventy

lodges and about one hundi-ed Indians. Medicine Bottle, first

soldier of the Kaposia band, Avas the highest in authority here,

and the A'illage Avas often designated by his name. He Avas hanged

for his complicity in the massacre of 1862, on the Minnesota

riA'er.

The AA"ok-pay-koo-tays, meaning the leaf shooters, occupied the

upper courses of the Cannon and Blue Earth rivers, and doubtless

therefore roamed the southern part of this country, but so far

as is knoAAm had no villages Avithin its present limits.

Little Crow or Tah 0-yah-te Doota.—After the treaty at Men-

dota in 1851, the bands in Dakota county moved to the YelloAV
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Medicine reservation. There they lived in comparative quiet re-

ceiving tlieir supplies and annuities from the government, until

the occurrence of the events which led to the terrible uprising of

1862.

An account of the massacre at Spirit Lake (or more properly

Lake Okohoji, Avhich is practically a portion of the same body of

water), IMarch 8. 1857, is given elsewhere in this work. The per-

petrators of this outrage were a hand of outlaw Sioux under

the command of Inkpadoota, a renegade from the \Yapakoota

band, born on the Cannon river about 1800. These Indians, who
were fugitives from their own tribes, were as much hated by the

Indians as they Avere by the whites. On March 26, the band at-

tacked S])ringtield, pillaging the village and slaughtering many
of its inhabitants. OAving to inefficiency at AVashington, no im-

mediate punishment Avas meted out to the perpetrators of the out-

j’ages, as those in charge of the nation’s capital not only neglected

to send reinforcements of regular troops, but also refused to al-

loAV the citizens to organize an expedition against the outlaAvs.

Jidy 29. 1857. hoAvever, Koaring Cloud, the oldest son of Inkpa-^

doota, Avas killed by the soldiers Avhile resisting capture on the

upper AT'Hoav Aledicine river, live miles from the agency. The In-

dian commissioner, J. AV. Denver, and his superiors, Avere singu-

lai'ly obtuse and ignorantly dictatorial in the management of Alin-

nesota Indian affairs; and instead of making a spring payment of

annuities in 1857 as harl been guaranteed by the government in

its treaties, the Commissioner ordered that no annuities should be

paid until the Indians themselves had punished Inkpadoota and

his band. The Indians, hoAvever, had no desire to fight the battles

of the AAdiite man, and moreover declared that the money for the

annuity Avas OAving to them legally and unconditionally and should

be paid at once. BiAt DeiiAmr persisted in his attitude and affairs

betAveen the Indians and Avhites Avere at high tension. At this

critical junction Little CroAV came to the front and offered to go

on the demanded expedition. Accompanied by AledaAvakanton

and Wapakoota and Sisseton bimves (including Black Dog) he

set Old on July 19. After folloAving the trail of Inkpadoota for

some time, it Avas discoAmred that the outlaAvs had separated.

Inki>adoota having gone further to the AvestAvard. One party of

the renegades Avas encountered at Lake llermon, and three Avar-

riors as Avell as three children Avere killed and tAvo Avomen taken

prisoners. Little CroAV and his braves then returned to the reser-

A’ation. Commissioner Denver saying that Little CroAV had not

done enough still refused to Jiave the annuities paid, but a short

time later, during Denver’s absence, his assistant, Charles T. Alix,

issued the necessary order. Inkpadoota Avas never captured. At

the time of the Custer massacre in 1876 he Avas a blind old man.
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capable only of tottering along with his two grandsons, who dur-

ing the course of events on that momentous day, gave warn-

ing to the Indians of Eeno’s approach. He died in IManitoba,

Canada, ten years later.

In the early part of 1862, practically all the AYapakoota and
Medawakanton Indians were living on the Yellow Medicine reser-

vation. The A'illage of Little Crow was on the south side of the

IMiunesota, nearly opposite the present site of Morton. Mankato,

who had succeeded his father, the venerable Good Roads, had his

village along the crest of the high Idutf bank. Near Crow’s

village was the band of the Great AYar Eagle. This was the band
of Gray Iron, formerly Black Dog’s of Dakota county. From
1857 to 1862 Little Crow, seems to have changed his attitude to-

ward the whites, doubtless incensed at the inefficiency of the

Commissioner and the cruel unreasonableness of the Agent. In

1862, as a representative of the anti-white sentiment, he was de-

feated for the position of chief speaker of his nation, and although

he seems to have remained the real leader of the Indians, this

defeat still further embittered him against the whites.

August 17, after the first bloodshed of the great uprising of

1862, Little Crow, who was aroused from l)ed, yielded to the

solicitations of Shakopee and consented to lead the Indians

against the Avhites, although urged against this course l>y lioth

Wacoota and AYabasha. Ilis terrible record in the slaughter and

rapine which followed is beyond the scope of this work. He met

his death July 3, 1863. Frank K. Holmes^, in “Alinnesota in Three

Centuries,” says of his death, “On the evening of July 3, in a

berry patch, west of Hutchinson, Little Crow Avas shot and killed

l)y a settler of the country, named Nathan Lamson. In return

the chief shot and wounded Lamson in the shoulder. At the time.

Little Crow, Avas Avith his son, the Appearing One, and the tAvo

were picking straAvberries, Avhen Lamson and his son, Chauneey

Lamson, Avho Avere hunting horses, came upon them. The tAvo

fathers and young Lamson fired. The Apiiearing One gaA'e his

gun to his father, Avho Avounded Lamson Avith a shot from it. The

body of Little CroAV Avas taken to Hutchinson and treated Avith

great indignity. The head Avas cut off and almost literally

skinned, the skin tanned, the bones of one forearm, badly united

after a bullet Avound, taken, the skull carried off, and the rest of

the carcass throAvn into a pit of rotting beef entrails. The skidl,

scalp, and arm bones are in possession of the (Minnesota) His-

torical Society.
”

Reminiscences of Little CroAV.

—

The folloAving paper Avas Avrit

ten by Dr. Asa AA^. Daniels, of St. Peters, and Avas read before the

Alinnesota Histoiucal Society by the late GoAmrnor John A. John-

son :
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Little has been written concerning Little Crow, the renowned
chief of the Dakotas or Sioux, other than as a leader in the

barbarous massacre of 1862. A more intimate knowledge of the

man before that event may serve to give us a more intelligent

understanding of his true character, and perhaps may modify

somewhat existing impressions.

The following paper does not assume to give more than an

imperfect sketch of some of the most conspicuous events of his

life, and the impressions of the writer, who sustained a long and

intimate relation with this interesting character, which terminated

only a year prior to the outbreak.

The writer was appointed physician to the Medawakanton

and Wapakoota bands of Dakota Indians in July, 1854. At this

tune they were located on their reservation, on the south bank of

the Minnesota river, twelve miles west of Fort Ridgely, and one

hundred and thirty miles southwest of St. Paul. They were

divided into bands, each with its chief, and were located in vil-

lages within a radius of fifteen miles of their agency, which was

known as the Lower Sioux Agency. The government had plowed

for each village a hundred or more acres which was cultivated in

common. They numbered at this time nearly 3,300. Thirty miles

west was the agency of the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands, known

as the Upper Sioux Agency.

Annual payments took place, each head of a family receiving

about fifty dollars, with clothing and provisions. They had also

monthly or quarterly distributions of provisions. At the agency

resided their agent, physician, teachers, carpenter, blacksmith,

and other employees. One-half mile west were the three trading

houses. Three years later Bishop Whipple established a mission

here, with a clergyman and two teachers.

During the writer’s term of service, the agents were Major R.

G. ]\Iurphy, Charles E. Plandrau, and Joseph R. Brown. The

superintendents were Gov. Willis A. Gorman and Major AYilliam

J. Cullen.

AVhen at Fort Ridgely the writer amputated the arm of a half-

breed under the influence of chloroform, in the presence of several

Indians in the room and many at the windows. It was the first

time it had been given in that part of the state, and it Avas en-

tirely unknoAvn to the Indians. The effect was most profound.

They invested the physician and medicine with supernatiAral

powers, greatly magnifying the effect, and within a short time it

became the talk and wonder of every tribe westward. There was

still among them a general belief in conjuration in the treatment

of disease, but they were disposed to combine with it the use of

medicine. They expected their physician to protect them from

smallpox by vaccination, to bleed, to scarify, to cup, to supply
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enough mixtures, anodynes, liniments, and cathartics, and to visit

them when called.

From what has already been stated and what follows it will

be seen that the writer entered upon his duties at the Agency
under favorable circumstances. From the first and during my
long service among them, their treatment of me and my family

was of the most generous and kindly character; and when I recall

to mind the loving devotion of a few of the Indian women to my
wife during her illness, I am moved with feelings of deepest grati-

tude.

As my recollection serves, at the time of our first meeting, in

1854, Little Crow was a man of about forty years of age, five feet

and ten inches in height, and weighed about one hundred and

sixty pounds with marked features of the Indian type. He Avas

of a nervous temperament, restless and active, intelligent, of

strong personality, of great physical vigor, and Aminly confident

of his OAvn superiority and that of his people. He Avas affable

and ahvays self-possessed. Both AAudsts Avere badly deformed

from fracture of the bones by gunshot AA'Ounds, but he had good

Aise of both hands. His head AA'as decorated Avith three eagle

feathers, notched and dyed, indicating his early exploits on the

AA'ar-path.

i\Iy earliest knoAA'ledge of the father of Little CroAV dates back

to i\Iay, 1834, and conies from Samuel AY. Pond, a lifelong mis-

sionary among the Dakotas. In a letter of his from Fort Snelling,

dated Alay 25, 1834, he Acrote : “I stayed last night AAuth the

famous chief, Little CroAv, at Kaposia, Avhere I Avent to break up

planting ground. I slept in his house and ate Avith him. He has

tAvo AAUves and a house full of children. He and his chief soldier,

Big Thunder, held the ploAV alternately, AAdiile 1 drove the oxen,

and these tAA’o men Avere doubtless the first Dakotas aa4io eA'er

ploAved a furroAV. He is a man of fair intelligence, a AAmrm friend

of the AAdiites, loved by his people, and not hostile to the ap-

proach of civilization.”

By invitation of this elder chief. Dr. Thomas S. AATlliamson

in 1835 commenced his Avork as missionery at his Aullage, AA'here

he remained for some years. Tavo of our Presidents, in recog-

nition of his friendly serAuces, had bestoAved silA^er medals upon

him. These he had preserved Avith the greatest care, and they

Avere only Avorn on occasions of meeting gOA^ernment officials in

council. They descended AAdth the chieftainship of the later

Little CroAv.

The accession of Little CroAV as chief of his band AA-as of a

most tragical character, the particulars of Avhich AA'ere giA’eii me
by Dr. AA’’illiamson, Avho AA'as a missionary at Kaposia at the time.

The father of Little CroAA’ had foi\r sons, tAA'O of aa'Iioiu Avere
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]villeil while leading a war party against the 0jibways. Little

CroAv was the elder of the surviving sons, and heir apparent to

the chieftainship. This honor he felt assured of, but he was am-
l)itious to he chief of a Avestern band as Avell. Therefore he Avent

among the AVapakootas, living a year or tAvo among them, and
married duriiig the time a daughter of the chief of the hand,

hoping through his personal efforts and the influence of his

fatlier-indaAV to accomplish this object. AYliile he Avas aAvay

among the AVai)akootas, Ids father Avas accidentally killed, and
before his death he placed his inedals upon his younger son and
proclaimed him his legitimate successor. General Sibley’s ac-

count differs materially from this as Avill be seen elscAvliere.

Ncavs of this occurrence soon reached Little CroAV, Avhen he

immediately set about securing a party of folloAvers. This done,

he left for Kaposia, d(dermined to assert his right to the chief-

tainshijv The brother learned of this hostile movement, and or-

ganized a considera1)le party of warriors for his support. AA^hen

Little CroAV reached Kaposia he Avas met by his brother, and

an engagement followed in which this Imother was killed, and
Little CroAV had the Imnes of both Avrists shattered by a musket

))all passing through them. The right to the chieftainship was
duly acknowledged, luit his Avounds Avere of sue It a serious na-

ture as to render him totally helpless.

It was decided to take him to Port Snelling, for the adAUce and

aid of the army surgeon. When they reached the fort Avith their

Avounded chief and the examination Avas made, the surgeon pro-

nounced that to save his life both arms should be amputated. A
council of the head men folloAved, Avho determined that a chief

Avithout hands Avoidd be helpless, and that they woidd return

Avith him and treat him as best they could; that if the Great

Spirit looked with favor upon him and desired he should be

chief, he wouhl recover, and if not, another could be selected.

After months of careful nursing, he recovered, Avith tAVO useful

hands, though a marked deformity remained during life.

His totem, or sacred animal, was a crow, the skin of Avhieh

Avas carefully prepared to represent the bird in repose, and Avas

Avorn hack of and heloAV the right shoulder. It Avas in some

mysterious sense regarded as the ancestral spirit or soul of the

family. He led his soldiers in the attack upon Ncav Ulm, in

August, 1862, and during that long, all-day fight, ten of the de-

fenders Avere killed, and among them was Jerry Quane, Avho fell

far out toward the enemy’s line. On gathering ;ip the dead the

following morning, the totem of Little Crow Avas found attached

to his breast,—a silent but significant message.

Little CroAv Avas a gifted, ready and elocpient speaker, and

in council Avas ahvays ready to ansAver any demand made by the
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govei’iimeut. Of liis gift in this direction he seemed very j)roud,

and made the most of opportnnities tliat afforded such a display.

Ilis appeals in these addresses to the government and to the

Great Spirit that justice be done to his people, Avith his rugged,

eloquence, the lighting iip of his countenance, the graceful pose

of his person, and the expressive gestiires, i)resented a scene Avon-

derfully dramatic. He Avas possessed of a remarkalily retentiA'e

memory, enabling him to state accurately promises made years

before to these Indians l)y goA'ernment officials and to giA'e the

exact amount of money OAving them, to the dollar and cent.

Before removing to the reserAuition he Avas promised a frame

house as his residence at that place, and this Avas foTuid ready and

to his satisfaction. During the AAuiter’s service he saAV much of

his domestic life, having attended one of his aaua'os during an

attack of typhoid fever, and frequently visited his family profes-

sionally. He had at that time three AviA’es, the daughters of a

Sisseton chief; they seemed obedient, modest and faithful, and the

children AAmre Avell cared for and all seemed happy. Alluding to

his A\dAU"S, he boasted of his AA'isdom in marrying three sisters, as

their close relationship prevented domestic quarrels.

He Avas cleAmted to his children. His oldest son, fourteen years

of age and the heir apparent, Avas his great pride. AVhen govern-

ment officials Avere to be present at an important council, this

son, dressed in the most elaborate manner, AAuth embroidered gar-

ments, ribbon decorations, and tAA’o silver medals on his neck, Avas

led into the assemblage and presented as his son and successor.

The Avriter’s oldest daughter Avas born at the Agency, the first

AAdiite child. Soon after the eAmnt Little CroAV called to pay his

respects, bringing game and Avild rice, and from that time to the

termination of the Avriter’s serAuce he manifested a contiuueil and

affectionate interest in her. This Avas manifested by his frequent

A'isits, giA’ing her a faA'orite name, and bearing her in his arms,

—

the Avriter mentions this as indicating his natiiral loAm for chil-

dren.

Little CroAv Avas a man of good habits
;
the Avriter neA^er kucAv

of his using intoxicating licprors. He Avas truthful and strictly

honorable in his dealings Avith the gOA^ernment and tradei’s. Oc-

casionally he Avould be called to St. Paul to consult the Superin-

tendent, and Avould be Avithout funds to make the trip, and Avould

apply to me for a loan. These obligations Avere ahvays faithfully

paid. There Avas no drunkenness and little crime among these

Indians during this time.

A delegation of Indians AAffio participated in the treaties of

1851 Ausited AVashington that year or the year folloAving. Among
them Avas Little CroAv, Avho obserAmd eAmrything and instructed

himself as fully as possible in matters that most interested him.
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Ilis retentive memory and great descriptive powers enabled him
to entertain Ids people with the wonders he had seen. Describing

to them the speed of a railroad train, he declared that it was
much faster than the horse. To many of them this statement was
l)eyond belief, and it was agreed that it should be left to their

physician to decide. A selected three waited upon the writer and
asked my decision. Of course the veracity of their chief was
vindicated.

The writer had a panoramic view taken from Bunker Hill

monument, showing Charlestown, part of Boston, and a large

scope of the surrounding country. This interested him greatly,

and when a council among them took place he would borrow it

for exhibition, as evidence of the strength and great numbers
of our people. These councils of chiefs and head men of the dif-

ferent ])ands Avere frequent, and Little CrOAv Avas ahvays the lead-

ing spirit among them.

lie Avas the most active and influential of the different chiefs

of tlie LoAver Sioux, assuming a general supeiwision of all the

l)ands, overseeing their annual payments, tlie monthly distribu-

tion of supplies, and the labor of tbe farmers, and Avas in frequent

consultation Avith the agent and superintendent, giving and re-

ceiving advice in matters concerning tlie management of his

people. AVabasha Avas a chief highly esteemed, but he lacked

the energy and gift of speech that gave Little CroAV such con-

trolling influence.

Alinnesota suffered her first Indian outbreak at Springfield

and Spirit Lake, in Alarch, 1857, Avhen a band of laAvless Indians,

under the leadership of Inkpaduta, massacred forty-tAvo settlers

and carried into captiAuty four Avomen. They Avere not treaty

Indians, but a band of vagabonds Avho had infested the north-

Avest part of loAva for years, seldom mingling Avitli the agency

Indians. Ncavs of the outbreak Avas received at the agency at

four o’clock in the afternoon of the 18th, from tAAm men coming

on foot from Spirit Lake. There Avas no road or trail, and they

Avere obliged to make the distance over a trackless prairie, cov-

ered by a recent deep fall of snoAV. It Avas Avith the greatest

difficulty they reached the agency, and they Avere so exhausted

from exposure and fatigue that it Avas necessary to confine them

to bed for days. Colonel Alexander, the commanding officer at

Fort Kidgely, Avas at once notified, and the folloAving morning a

company of infantry left for the scene of the massacre. The snOAV

Avas deep, and, though all possible haste Avas enforced, the march

Avas sloAV and tedious, and on reaching their destination it was

found that the Indians had gone AvestAvard days before, so that

a pursuit Avas thought useless. They buried the dead and re-

turned.
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This event created a panic throughout the state, the settlers

fearing it was the comniencenient of a general Indian war. Y'olun-

teer companies were hastily formed in the. larger villages of the

frontier, some of which marched to the scene of the outbreak.

Urgent demand was made for immediate punishment to fol-

low, but no further action Avas taken by the commanding officer

at the fort. Tlie Avhites Avere disposed to make no distinction, hut

to hold all Indians equally responsilde. The situation seemed so

urgent that Superintendent Cullen and Agent Flandrau, thinking

not only to punish tlie Indians guilty of the outrage, but to vindi-

cate the treaty Indians, appealed to Little CroAv to call together

one hundred of his best Avarriors and folloAV up and exterminate

the Avhole hand.

In explanation of the condition existing at the time. Superin-

tendent Cullen reported to the Interior Department: “For the

jAresent it is equally important to protect the Indians from the

Avhites as the Avhites from the Indians.” He stated that Little

CroAV labored Avith him night and day in organizing the party,

riding continually hetAveen the LoAver and Upper Agencies; that

they scarcely slept till the Avar party had set out on the track

of the murderers; and that, in spite of all this, they (the innocent

Indians) Avere in continual danger of being shot at sight by the

terrified and Ainreasoning settlers.

This movement, so actively and loyally prosecuted by Little

CroAv, resulted in the killing of a part of Inkpaduta’s hand, and

on his return Little CroAV offered, if assisted by a company of

soldiers, to return and exterminate the rest.

Except the killing of a son of Inkpaduta by a company of sol-

diers under command of Agent Flandrau, no further action Avas

taken, thus suffering the escape of the larger part of a hand of

the most dangerous characters the frontier had knoAAm. This un-

doubtedly Avas one of the causes that operated to bring about the

outbreak of 1862.

The Avriter's fii’st meeting Avith Little CroAV occurred at Fort

-Kidgely early in June, 1851, Avhile medical officer at that post. His

hand had been moving from their old home at Kaposia to their

reserA’’ation in divisions. The last diA’ision, consisting largely of

the old men, Avomen and children of the band, numliering a hun-

dred and fifty or tAvo hundred, Avas in charge of Iffttle CrOAV

in person, Avith a half dozen of his sokliers.

Their remoA'al came to the knoAvledge of the OjibAvays, Avho

determined that it Avould be a favorable time to ambush them

someAvhere along the route. A Avar party of eight Avas made up,

Avho selected a point a short distance north of the fort and in

plain sight from it. The goA'ernment road along Avhich the Sioux

must pass Avas just beyond the edge of the ravine, and at the
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farther edge of the road was a thicket of small trees and brush,

Avliich formed a good cover for an ambuscade.

The OjibAvays lay there concealed for three days, awaiting the

coming of the Sioux, living on a scanty supply of parched corn

they had brought with them, and stealing down at night to a

creek in the ravine for water. Their patience was finally re-

warded. It was toward the middle of a bright afternoon that

the Sioux came in sight.

Little Crow and his braves marched ahead Avith their guns,

followed by the rest of the band, with their families and house-

hold possessions. They were scattered along in the easy disorder

of a long marcli. There were a feAV carts and wagons loaded with

baggage, on Avhich the women might ride by turns. The ponies,

Avith their loads of baggage and children, placed on the primitive

Indian conveyance, formed by tAVO trailing lodge poles fastened to

their sides, Avere plodding sleepily along. Here and there in the

train Avere Avomen bending Avearily forward under a burden held

on their backs by straps passing across the forehead and over and
around the shoidders. Occasionally there Avas a bright blanket

or a gaudy piece of calico that gave some color to the caravan,

but it Avas a listless, tired-looking party. They trudged peace-

fully along, in utter unconsciousness of the enemy lying in Avait.

lulled into a feeling of perfect security by the proximity of the

fort.

A group of officers, sitting in the shade of the buildings,

Avatehing the approach of the Sioux, were startled to hear a volley

ring out from the OjibAvays in ambush and to see one Sioux

Avai-rior fall. Though badly disconcerted, the Sioux returned the

tire and did what they could to repulse the attack, but Avere held

at l)ay until the enemy had taken the scalp of the fallen Indian

and left the field in triumph. The Avomen and children fled to the

ravine, toAvard the fort, and Avere soon safe from the e2iemy,

AAdiose numbers, in their fright, Avere estimated at hundreds. This

all occvirred in a very short space of time,—the brief struggle

over, all that Avas to be seen was the demure ponies Avith their

burdens, quietly nipping the grass, undisturbed by the stirring

event.

Only one of the Sioux Avas killed. SeAmral Avere slightly

AVOAinded, and among them was Little Crow, Avho was hit Avith

seA'cral buckshot in the shoulder and arm. He came to the Avriter

to have his injuries dressed. Thus occurred the Avriter’s intro-

duction to this strenuous character.

A squad of caAmlry Avas immediately sent in pursuit of the

fleeing OjibAvays, and finally came upon four of them, about three

miles from the scene of the fight. Three of the party were un-

injured, and Avere supporting the fourth, who had been shot
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through the right breast. Eucumbered as they were by their

wounded comrade, they could make but slow progress. The three

made no effort to escape, but remained with their comrade. All

were taken prisoners and brought to the fort.

The Avounded man AAms placed on a wdiite horse and suppoi’ted

on either side by a soldier. The spectacle of that horse, all be-

dabbled \\dth blood, surmounted by the bleeding and drooping

tigure, naked except for a breech-clout, leggins and moccasins,

and all in their AAmr i^aint, made a sight not soon to be forgotten.

The three A\mre i^laced in the guard house, and the wounded man
AA'as turned oA'er to the AA’riter at the hospital. Although a large

scope of country Avas ridden oAmr in the search, the other four

of this AAmr party escaped.

The Sioux, after being satisfied that tlie enemy had left, ijlaced

the body of their dead AAmrrior upon a cart, and proceeded on the

AAmy to their Aullage, amid the mournful AA’ailings of the AAmmen.

The fertile brain of Little CroAA" AAms at once acth'e in deA'ising

plans for aA'enging this outrage. He arranged for tAA'O hundred
AA’ell mounted men from the different bands to meet at a specified

time and place and then proceed under coAmr to near the fort,

AA’hen, at a giA^en signal, they AAmuld rush upon it and in the con-

fusion AAmuld carry off or kill the prisoners. Orders AA’ere giAmn

that no guns shoAild be fired and no soldier injured, if possible,

relying upon OAmrriding all opposition by force of numbers. The
fort AAms not stockaded and Avas illy pre^jared to resist such an
attack, and the soldiers AA-ere scattered iii Amrious directions on

extra duty, so that there AAms only the guard of a dozen men for

immediate defense.

Three days after the preAfious cAmnL and in the middle of the

afternoon, riding rapidly tOAvard the post, the Indians came m
full sight. They had a full half mile to coA'er, AA’hich gave a short

time to prepare for their reception. The long roll Avas sounded

and the men hastily fell in, headed by IMajor Armstead, AAdio

seized the bridle of the foremost Indian’s horse, beating doAvn

the guns leA'eled at him. The soldiers supported him AA’ith fixetl

bayonets, and arrested the onrush for a moment, the brief time

being sufficient for the soldiers to form an opposing front AAdiieh

AA’as rapitlly groAAfing stronger. The distance that the Indians

had to coAmr after coming in sight Avas fatal to their plans.

Realizing their failure, they hardly stopped, but turning

sAA'ept out on the prairie about half a mile, halted, and held a

council. After a short deliberation, a messenger came riding for-

AA'ard lAnder a flag of truce. He said that Little CroAv had made
this raid upon the fort hoping to take the prisoners AAnthout much
opposition, and that he noAA^ demanded that they be giAmn up to

him for punishment
;
that their chief had charged them not to
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fire a gun or Inirt a soldier, l)ut to take the Ojibways, and now
lie lioped they would he iierniitted to do so.

The demand was refused, and, after further consultation,

Little Crow sent another messenger saying, in substance, that he

had many warriors and could spare some of them, and that he

would take the captives by force if they were not given up. The
major rejilied that if they thought it wise to take the prisoners

against his will they might come and try it, but that he would

not give tliem up. Convinced at last of the futility of their de-

mands, the Indians coneluded to compromise, and a third mes-

senger was sent, promising that if an ox was given them they

would return peacefully to their reservation. This request was

also denied, and after a long time spent in council, disappointed

and sullen, they turned their ponies westward and disappeared.

Under the restraint of ball and chain, the three Ojibways Avere

kept in the guard house tor about a month, and then one moon-

light night they were alloAved to escape. I think the major Avas

in a (juandary to decide just Avhat to do Avith them, and con-

sidered this the easiest solution.

The Avouiuled OjiliAvay remained in the hospital for some

months, Avhen, having so far reeoA'ered that it Avas thought safe,

he was alloAved to return to his people. AYe afterAvard learned

that he reached them safely.

From the time the Dakota or Sioux Indians located upon their

reservation, the policy of the government Avas to encourage in

every Avay their l)ecoming self-supiAorting. Large tields Avere

ploAved for each village, a farmer Avas provided to assist and in-

struct, and a fcAV frame buildings Avere erected for such as proAmd

most Avilling to Avork. This policy met AAuth favor by most of the

Indians, the helds being all cultivated, the Avork being mostly

done by the Avonien, but the nnm avIio Avere most forAvard in the

iuoveimud joined their Avives and Avorked faithfully.

A frame bouse and later a brick house Avere built for Little

CroAV, and other intluenees Avere brought to bear, but he per-

sisted in maintaining a negafive attitude tOAvard the movement.

Ilis Avives Avei’e industrious Avorkers in the field, but he proudly

held himself aboA'e such menial calling.

Alajor Joseph R. BroAvn, on assuming the duties of agent,

inaugurated a more radical policy, and urged upon all Avho Avere

Avilling to go forAvard in the civilizing movement, to liaAm their

hair cut and adopt the costume of the Avhites. This Avas received

liy the progressiAm party favorably, I)ut Avith open hostility by the

others. Little CroAv Avas one of the most pronounced opponents,

declaring that early death Avould be Ausited upon them if they

forsook the Avays of their fathers.

AVithin a short time some one hundred and fifty came forAvard,
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]iad their liair cut aud put on citizens’ clothing. Quite a numl)er

of them were from the l)aud of Little Ci’ow, who viewed this

transformation Avith sidlen contempt.

The Commissioner of Indian atfairs, visiting these Indians in

1861
,
reported as follows:

“I was surprised to find so many of the tSioux Indians wear-

ing the garb of civilization, many of them living in frame or

brick houses, some of them with stables or out-houses, and their

fields indicating a considerable knowledge of agricidture. Their

condition affords abundant evidence of Avhat may be accomplished

among the Sioux Indians by steadily adbering to a uniform, un-

deviating policy. Their condition is so much better than that

of the AA'ild Indians, that they, too, are becoming conAunced that

it is the better Avay to live, and many are coming in, asking to

have their hair cut, and for a suit of clothes, and to be located

on a piece of land AAdiere they can build a house and fence their

fields.

After some months, although still opposed to this ]>olicy. Little

CroAV ceased all active opposition, as did mo.st of the other In-

dians, hoping it might result in good for his people. This Avas

the condition up to July, 1861, Avhich certainly encouraged the

hope and expectation that their progress tOAvard a condition of

civilization Avould be more rai>id in tbe years to come.

Little CroAV Avatched the Avar betAveen the North and the

South Avith the deepest solicitude. Ilis runners Avere ahvays early

at the office Avaiting the arrival of the mail, and, after gathering

the ncAvs concerning the Avar, hastened aAvay to their chief. Our
early defeats, losses in battle, and the enlisting of men at the

agency, no doid)! shook his confidence in our strength, and pei‘-

haps encouraged the hopes of success in an uprising against the

Avhites. His statement to ]\Irs. BroAvn, a feAv days after the out-

break, that he had opposed it Avith all his might, and had joined

them in their madness against his better judgment, the Avriter

believes Avas truthful. Ilis Ausits to AYashington and other large

cities of the East impressed him jumfoundly of our great strength,

and must luiAm influenced him against such a doubtful Ainder-

taking; but the ambitious, bloodthirsty young Avarriors Avere in

the majority and determined the result.”

The foregoing is from a historic sketch Avritten by Samuel J.

BroAvn (a son of lion. Joseph K. BroAvn). lie and his mother, Avho

was a mixed-blooded Indian woman, and his sisters and brothers,

were prisoners Avith the hostile Indians from the beginning of the

massacre, and he gives us a correct understanding of the treat-

ment accorded to the prisonei’s, and also the expectations of Little

CroAV at the commencement of the outbreak.

“AYhen mother entered, the chief [Little CroAv] arose from his
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eoueli and stepped up and greeted her very cordially, and then
handed her a cup of cold water and told her to drink, saying that

she was his i>risoner now. We were all hurried upstairs and told

to remain quiet. The chief gave us robes and blankets and told

us to lie down and go to sleep. He would sneak upstairs and ask
mother (in a whisper) if she Avas comfortable, hoAv the children

Avere, etc. He Avas anxious to get into conversation Avith her, and
finally said to her that he Avanted her to knoAV all about the

trovd)les that liave so suddenly come upon his people, and he

Avanted to tell her about it. He said, in substance, that his young
men had started to massacre; that he at first opposed the niOAm-

ment A\uth all his might, but AAdien he saw he could not stop it,

he joined them in their madness against his better judgment, hut

noAV did not I'egret it and aauas iieAmr more in earnest in his life

;

that the plan Avas for the AVinneltago Indians to SAvoop doAvn the

IMinnesota river from (Mankato to St. Paul, the ChippeAva Indians

doAvn the (Mississippi from CroAV Wing to St. Paul, and the LoAver

Sioux doAAui hetAveen the tAVO rivers, from the LoAver Agency
through the Pig AYoods to St. Paid; that all Avoidd meet in the

neighborhood of the contiuenee of the tAvo riAnrs, and make a

grand charge on Fort Snelling; that this Avas a stone fort and
might take a day or tAVO to batter the Avails doAvn.

“The chief Avas very kind to us and assured us that Ave Avould

not he harmed, that he Avould take as good care of us as he Avould

if Ave Avere members of his OAvn family.”

(Mr. ProAvn regarded the kindness shoAvn to their family as an

effort to gain the support of the Upper Sioux
;
hut the captHes

taken after this and held by Little CroAV do not seem to justify

such a conclusion. The ProAvn family Avere among the first pri-

soners taken, at AA'hich time there Avas a hitter hostility to any

l)eing held, hut before their surrender Little CroAV had succeeded

in overcoming this opposition, and Avas caring for tAvo hundred

and sixty captives, of aa’Iioui one hundred and four Avere Avhite

Avomen and children.

The treatment of (Mr. Blair by Little Crow is deeply interest-

ing, and the AA’riter quotes again from (Mr. Brown’s statement:

“He Avas afraid, he said once, that he could not keep Blair

alive until morning; that the young men outside Avere blood-

thirsty and desperate, and should they learn that a Avhite man
Avas in camp there Avas no telling Avhat might happen. The

chief got some Amrmillion and daubed Blair’s face Avitli the red

paint and gave him a ncAV red Alackinac blanket and a pair of

red leggings, and pulled otf his own moccasins and put them on

Blair’s feet, and then cautioned us to remain quiet, as had In-

dians Avere near l>y, and then Aveiit hack doAvn stairs.

“About midnight some one came to see Little CroAv. He told
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the chief that it was rumored about the camp that a white mau
and some strangers were in the house

;
that the warriors were

very angry about it, and he wanted to know if there was any
foundation to the rumor. When told that there was and that we
were Sisseton mixed-bloods and his friends, the man got veiy

angry and insisted that we should all be killed at once. He said

tliat no iJrisoners out to be taken; that the Sissetons were a dif-

ferent people and had no claim whatever on the Lower Sioux, and

the mixed-bloods of that tribe are no better than white people,

and should be treated the same as the whites.

“He Avanted Little CroAv to call a eoimcil at once, but the

chief told the man that we AAmre his friends . . . and he

Avould protect us, that it Avas too late for a council that night,

and then comiAclled the man to leave.

“As soon as the man had gone aAvay, Little CroAv came quietly

upstairs and told mother that he had just had a stormy intervicAV

Avith his (Little CroAv’s) private secretary, and that he had just

left the house in a Amry angry mood. . . . Mother and Little

CroAV talketl over the matter, and they both agreetl that not only

Avas Blair's life in danger, but the lives of all of iis, including that

of Little CroAv himself. The only hope Avas to get Blair aAvay,

—

send him off in the dark.. My mother and Mrs. Blair resoB^ed to

do this. They Avent to Avork to get him ready. They gave liim

Avhat crackers they had, and Little CroAV gave him a shaAvl to

Avrap around his head, and then summoned his head Avarrior and

instructed him to lead Blair doAvnstairs and out through the

camp, and doAvn through the Avoods to the riA'er bank, a feAV hun-

dred yards back of the house, and leave him there to make his

escape as best he could. Little CroAv said to Mrs. Blair: ‘I

have knoAvn your mother for many years. ^She is a good Avomaii,

and in sending your husband aAvay I am risking my life for her

and for you all tonight. Be brave, your husband shall live.’

“After a sad fareAvell, Blair Avas taken aAvay. He Avas dressed

in full Indian costume.

“Fort Ridgely Avas l)ut about fifteen miles aAAmy, and yet the

poor felloAV Avas seven days getting to it.”

On considering the causes that led to the outl)reak, in August.

1862, the Avriter is convinced that the treaties of Traverse des

Sioux and jMendota, in 1851, Avere the most prominent. The Da-

kota Indians Avere in possession of an empire that the Avhites

urgently demanded, and in possessing ourselves of it Ave took

from them their means of subsistence, giving them no adequate

return. The area ceded by these treaties consisted of nearly

tAventy- four million acres of the most fertile lands of the (Missis-

sippi and (Minnesota A'alleys. GoAmrnor Ramsey, in his report,

thus speaks of the territory acquired:
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“It is so diversified in natural advantages that its productive
powers may he considered almost inexhaustible. Proliahly no
tract upon the face of tlie globe is equally well watered.
A large ])aid is rich, araTle land; portions are of unsurj>assed

fertility, and eminently adapted to the production in incalculable

(pmntiti(\s ol the cei'eal grains. The boundless plains present in-

exhaustible fields of pasturage, and the river bottoms are richer

than the banks of the Nile.’’

For this imuumse tm-ritory the government agreed to pay
nominally •'t^^bOTu, ()()(), which Avould be about twelve cents an acre.

But $2, r)2( ),()()() of that amount was to be held in trust, and only

the interest at five p(*r cenf yearly to be paid to the Indians, and
this only for the term of fifty years, at which time the principal

was to i-evert to the (Tovernment.

The sums stipulated by these treaties to be paid immediately

to the Dakota bands amounted to if555,000; and the successive

interest payments provided for them during fifty years amounted
to .i^l2(),()()0 yearly, to be paid jmrtly in goods and provisions,

paidly for agi'icultui'al and educational purposes, and the re-

maindei’ (.'f^70,(l(H) yearly) in money.

For the immediate ])ayments, wholly due in money, the Com-
mission allowed about .f;d()0,t)()0 to the Indian tradei’s, through

whose intiiKuiee the ti’eaties were effected, as payments of their

excessive claims foi‘ debts of the Indians; and it was alleged that

.+60,()00 liesides went to Hugh Tyler in payment of a fictitious

claim for securing the ratification of the treaty by the Benate.

The Indians protested against the payment of such exorbitant

claims, declai-ing they did not owe so much. Red Iron, a Sisse-

ton chief, ju-oposed leaving it to three disinterested whites, and

Avhat they determinetl to be .lustly owing to the timders they

Avoidd willingly pay; but this proposition Avas re.jected, and for

refusing to comj)ly Avith the demands of the Commission he Avas

put in irons and confinetl for days.

By intimidation, and by i>romises that the amount the Dakotas

Avould 1‘eceive Avould abundantly provide for their future Avants,

the treaties Avere finally consummated. As years passed and they

came to more fully realize the great value of the country they had

lAarted Avith, their sense of the injustice done them AAms eAmr be-

coming more intense. At every council, up to the outbreak, their

unvarying cry was, that the treaties had been forced upon them,

that their money had been unjustly paid to the traders, and that

they had been robbed of their country.

It Avas expected that the monthly issue of proAusions would

be sufficient to mostly supply their necessities, but the Govern-

ment had to do Avith an improvident race, and they Avere often

destitute and in urgent Avant. This condition became more acute
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as the game on their reservations decreased and their income from

that source became less
;
and, at times, the issiie of flour and pork

was unfit for human consumption, which added to their grievance.

During these times of destitution the Indians would appeal

to the agent for greater supidies. AVhen they Avere on hand and

the condition seemed to Avarrant, they Avei'e granted
;
hut in case

of refusal, on some occasions, the Indians raided the Avarehouse,

taking by force Avhat they required. This condition continued

for years, and sometimes they became so threatening that troops

from Fort Ridgely Avere necessary to stay their turbulence.

The delay in making payments, after the time fixed upon by

the superintendent, Avas a source of great sutfering and Avas

another prominent cause of the outbreak. There Avas usually a

delay of a month or tAvo, and generally during the cold Aveather

of autumn, Avhen there Avould he assemlded seven thousand men,

Avomeii, and children, some of Avhom came from long distances,

and all Avith small stores of provisions, Avhich Avould soon be ex-

hausted. Then Avould folloAV begging dances, appeals to the

agent and traders. Avho could only give temporary relief, so that

for a month or more these poor people Avould be scarcely half

.supplied Avith the necessaries of life, and some of the time in a

state of acfual starvation.

This condition Avoidd be folloAved by sickness and many
deaths. During the long delay of the payment of 1854, smallpox

broke out, and one entire liand of the Upper Sioux, aa’Iio had not

been Auxccinated, perished from tlie disease. The traders gaA'e

credit during such conditions of suffering to the amount of their

money annuity, and Avhen the payment finally took place, the

traders Avere generally faithfully paid, and the poor Avards of the

GoAmrnment Avould return to their homes famished, destitute, and

sullen.

Thus the sense of Avrong Avas ever deepening, and, the future

giA’ing no promise of improvement, in their exasperated condition

an eA-eiit of minor importance led to open hostilities and the

massacre.

Every race of human beings in its progress has passed through

the stage of barbarism. The Indians, like ourselves, represent a

stage of human progress; and in trying to estimate the character

of Little CroAV, he must be judged as a someAvhat advanced type

of a barbarous people.

lie believed in the right of refusing to submit to injustice, and

of resenting injustice by force if necessary. Every important

battle in the Sioux Avar of 1862 Avas led by Little CroAv in person,

but it is not knoAvn that he participated in any raid upon the

settlements, or Avas guilty of murdering Avomen and children
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Ilis taking prisoners, and their humane treatment, evidenced a

spirit superior to the inherited custom of the Indian tribes.

The final event of his life, near Hutchinson, Minn., in July,

1863, must ever remain a mystery. AVhy did he flee to a settle-

ment of whites? It has been often stated it was for the purpose
of stealing horses

;
but to sucli as knew him intimately it is diffi-

cidt to l)elieve his proud spirit could so humiliate itself. It seems
more probable that, knowing all had been lost, home, friends, and
('Ountry, he sought his enemies, expecting, and perhaps seeking,

the deatli that followed.

During the Indian war and tlie bitter feeling that attended it,

there was some excuse for our people resorting to the extreme

retaliation that was adopted, luit that condition no longer exists.

Other states have suffered from their Indian wars, I)ut none have

tliought proper to desecrate their State Capitol with the scalp of

a fallen foe. Such a spectacle refleets sadly upon the humanity of

a Christian people, and all citizens who prize the good name of

our state should desire its removal.

The writer's resignation took place in July, 1861. Learning

of my contemplated leaving. Little Crow appealed to me to re-

main with his people, urging that my long residence with them

and knowledge of their language had made my service accept-

al)le
;
that he feared the coming of a stranger, ignorant of the

ways of the Indians and their wants.

Dr. Philander P. Humphrey was appointed as my successor.

He was a homeopathic physician of fair abilities and a gentleman,

and he should have succeeded in a community of whites, but his

system of medical practice failed to satisfy the Indians, who had

always been accustomed to a more heroic treatment. The doctor

and his wife and two children were victims of the massacre that

occurred a little more than twelve months later. A son, John A.

Humphi'ey, a lad of twelve years, escaped.

In conclusion, it seems to the writer that when we consider the

conditions existing among these Indians for years, there is good

reason to believe that had their treatment been just, humane and

generous, the outbreak of 1862 would never have occurred.

INDIAN WARFARE.

The hereditary enmity l)etween the Sioux and the Chippewas

hardly deserves the name of warfare. There were no great-

leaders. There was no concerted plan of action. There were no

great strategic purposes to be accomplished. To secure the

bloody scalps of their enemies, this was the only object. Rev.

S. W. Pond, who had an opporfiinity to study the Sioux at close

range, wrote in 1870: “Dakota war parties were seldom led by
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the chiefs, although they were sometimes accompanied by them.

They were led by volunteers, who claimed to receive their com-

mission by revelation, from some superior being who commanded
them to make war, and who promised them success. AYhen such

a leader offered himself, the warriors could do as they pleased

about folloAviug him. If they had confidence in his abilities or

credentials, they could raise a large party. If not, he could get

fcAv followers. Ilis office lasted only during the time of the ex-

pedition. Sometimes a feAV young men started off to look for

scalps Avithout the usual formalities and Avithout a leader. Such

small Ainauthorized parties Avere quite as likely to be successful

as any. It Avill be seen that the Indian seldom fought sanguinary

battles. They had no desire to fight battles AAdiere the forces on

both sides Avere nearly equal. Such battles Avere carefully

aAmided. If tAvo Avar parties met, as they sometimes did, the

meeting Avas accidental. In such a case there might be a little

skirmishing, but seldom seA^ere fighting. It was not their custom

to look for armed men aaSio Avere prepared to receive them. AYe

knoAV that Indian Avars have sometimes been A'ery destructwe of

liuman life. AA'eak tribes have been nearly exterminated. But

these cases Avere rare. Indian Avars Avere prosecuted Avith the

utmost caution on Imth sides. The Dakotas had traditionary ac-

counts of Amry fcAv battles Avhere many Avere killed, yet such an

CA'cnt, if it occurred, Avouki not soon be forgotten. They told

of very feAV great battles or great slaughters, and had preserved

no definite account of the number killed.’’

Ea’cii after the coming of the AAdiites, AAdien the actions of the

Indians Avere more or less knoAvn at Ft. Snelling, the recoixls

of meetings betAveen the Sioux and the ChippeAvas are often in-

definite and contradictory. Even the most reliable historians of

Alinnesota, men Avho Avere living Avhen many of the Indian skir-

mishes took place, gwe conflicting testimony, OAving doubtless to

the discrepancies in the stories told Iw the Indians themsehms.

Therefore, in this history, it has been the aim of the historian

to give merely a general accoiint of the Avar exploits of the In-

dians living in this A’icinity in the early days of Ft. Snelling,

founded on the Avritings of men Avhose early residence in AAdiat

is noAV Alinnesota Avas contemporary Avith the eAmnts narrated.

1827—The first serious slaughter Avliich came under the ob-

servation of the soldiers at Ft. Snelling occurretl in Alay, 1827,

AA'hen the OjibAvay (ChippeAva) chief. Flat Aloutli, of Sand Lake,

Avith seA'en of his Avarriors and some Avomen and children, the

entire party amounting to tAventy-four, arrwed at Ft. Snelling.

depending on the assurance of the officers that under the protec-

tion of the United States flag they Avere safe from their old

enemies, the Sioux. During the afternoon of Alay 28, Tu Panka



44 HISTORY OF DAKOTA COUYTY

Zeze (Yellow Dlaek Jiass) and eight other Sioux of the Little

Raj)ids eainp, A’isited the Ojibway camp, and after being enter-

tained in a cordial manner, l)asely repaid the hospitality of the
Ojihways by wantonly discharging their weapons into the wig-
M’ams of tludr entertainers. One woman was killed outright, one
man mortally hurt, and another badly wounded through both
ankles, while all the r(*st AV(“re more or less severely injured. The
Ojihways demanded vengeance and the soldiers started out in

search of the murdei’ers. Out of the thirty-two captured, two
wei-e ideutitied, and were turned over to the Ojihways for punish-

ment. Two more were siuTendered by their uncle and were like-

wise delivei'ed to the Ojihways, who executed all four.

18d0—In the fall of 18-'10 a war party of Little Crow's Sioux,

under his son. Big Thunder (who afterward became chief and was
also, in his turn, known as Little Crow), raided a Chippewa camp
somewhere in Wisconsin, four days’ journey from Kaposia. Only
four scalps were secured and the Sioux had one man killed.

1885

—

In June, a party of Chippewas coming down the l\Iissis-

sippi on a peaceable visit to Ft. Snelling, Avere Avaylaid and one

of their numl)er killed by the Dakotas. The murderers Avere ar-

i-ested the next spring by the militia at FT. Snelling.

1886

—

In IMarcli a Avar party from Ketl Wing killed one Chip-

peAva. About the same time a Sac Indian Avas killed by Jack
Fh-azier, a half hrecAl from Red AVing.

1887

—

Thirteen AVarpekute (AYapacoota) Dakotas Avere killed

by the Sacs.

1888

—

Tn the spring, a Dakota, of AVabasha's band, Avas killed

on the Chi])pewa river in AVisconsin by the Chippewas. They
Avere pursued by the Dakotas and tive of them killed. In April,

eleven Dakotas Avere murderously slain near the ChippeAva rWer

(in Alinnesota), about thirty miles from Lac qui Parle, by the

ChippeAvas, led by the celebrated FIole-in-the-Day. The Chippe-

Avas pi-etended to he on a friendly visit to the Dakotas and lay

doAvn Avith them in their tents, hut rose on them in the night and

killed them. The next day, G. IT. Pond, aided by an Indian named
Tate-mime, gathered the scattered fragments of their mutilated

bodies and buried them. In July, about three months after the

massacre, IIole-in-the-Day and a party of ChippeAvas made a

visit to FT. Snelling. They went first to Patrick Gviinn’s, Avho

lived by the Alississippi, about a mile almve F^t. Snelling, and

Avhose wife was a half breed ChippeAva. The Dakotas of the Lake

Calhoun band heard of the arrival of Hole-in-the-Day and started

out in a body to kill him, Init the agent, Alajor Taliaferro, per-

suaded them to tuiui back, giving them leave to kill him, if they

could, on his Avay home. The Dakotas seemed disposed to take

the agent’s advice, but tAvo of them, Avhose relatives had been
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killed a short time l)efore near Lac qui Parle, hid themselves near

(^ninn’s and in the evening as Hole-in-the-Day Avas passing Avith

his companions from Qninn’s house to another near by, they

killed one of them and Avonnded another, but the chief escaped,

having exchanged some of his clothes or ornaments Avith another

of his party, Avho Avas mistaken for him. One of the Dakotas Avas

Avounded. (Note—The foregoing is from S. AY. Pond. Some
other accoTints ditfer materially.)

The ChippcAvas Avere taken to the fort for protection. The

next day Alajors Plympton and Taliaferro determined to hold a

conncil with the Sioux. The principal men of the neighboring

villages, inchuling Little CroAV and a nnmber of his braves from

Kaposia, as Avell as the Good Road and Black Dog chiefs and

hra.A'es, soon asseml)hal. Sev(‘ral long speeches, as nsnal, Avere

made, Avhen Plympton said: “It is unnecessary to tfdk much.

I haA"e tlemanded the guilty—tliey must he brought.” The In-

dians replied tliat they Avoidtl. The conncil broke up and at half

past five the party returned to the agency Avith tAvo sons of Ta-

ka-ta (Takali). AVith much ceremony they Avere delivered. The

mother, in surrendering tliem, said: “Of seven sons, three only

are left, and one of them Avas AvoTinded and Avill soon die. If you

shoot these tAvo my all is gone. 1 called on our head men to fol-

loAV me to the foit. 1 started Avith the prisoners singing tlieii’

death song and have delivei'ed them to you at the gate of the

fort. IlaAn^ mercy on them for their youth and folly.” Not-

Avithstanding the murdered OhijApeAva had been Iniried in tlu^

gra.Amyard at the fort for safety, an att(*mpt Avas made on- the

night of the council, on the ])art of some of the Sioux, to dig it

up. On the evening of the (ith Ala.jor Plympton sent the Ghij)-

pcAvas across the river to the east side, and ordered them to go

home as soon as possible. He told the Sioux that the insult to the

flag must he noticed, and if they Avould i)vudsh the jn'isoners he

Avould release them. Tin* conncil reassembled on the 8th, dele-

gates of chiefs being present tVom neai' and from far. This conn-

cil included Little CroAV and the braves of his Kaposia hand.

Alarepnah Alahzali (Alaphiya Alaza, Iron Cloud, second chief of

the Red AYing l)and) said to the major, ‘‘If you Avill bring out

the prisoners I Avill carry your vieAvs fully into effect.” Lieu-

tenant AA^hitehorne. officer of the day, Avas accordingly sent to

bring the prisoners, and soon retiuaied Avith them. Old Ii'on

Cloud then said: “AAT Avill not disgrace the house of my fatheT-.

Let them he taken outside the enclosure. As soon as this Avas

done, his braves Avere called, and amid the ci-ying of Avomen, the

prisoners Avere disgraced, their blankets Avere cut in small lueees,

then their leggins and hreechcloths ; after this their hair was

cut off, and finally they Avere Avhip]>ed Avith long sticks, a most
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liumiliating intlietion for a warrior to endure. The affair being

satisfactorily settled, the Indians quietly dispersed.

1839—In the latter part of July many Chippewas came to the

vicinity of Ft. Snelling to transact some business with the agent,

Major Taliaferro. IIole-in-the-Day and his people came down the

^Mississippi in canoes. The Mille Lacs band came across by land,

and others came down the St. Croix and up the IMississippi. The
jMille Lacs Indians and those who came down the Mississippi

encamped the first night at the Falls of St. Anthony, and some
of the Dakotas, who paid them a visit there, complained to Major
Taliaferro that the Chipj)ewas treated them in a rude, unfriendly

manner, lie advised them not to retaliate, but gave them per-

mission fo avenge themselves in case any of their number were
killed. The report of the insulting and injurious manner in which

some of the Dakotas had I)een treated by the Chippewas at the

falls spread rapidly among them, producing much excitement

and preparing them for what followed.

Some historians have declared that aside from this difficulty

the two nations Avere friendly with each other on this visit, and

gave feasts \vhich both the Sioux and the Chippewas attended.

July I, the Chippewas started home, each party returning by the

Avay it had come, and the St. Croix people stopping on their way
a short time at the Kaposia village of Little Crow. After the de-

parture of IIole-in-the-Day ’s band, two of his men remained be-

hind. These men are believed by some historians to have been

relatives to the Chippewa who had l)een killed by the Sioux the

previous year. After their tribesmen had broken camp they stole

back and ambushed themselves in the tall grass along the path-

Avay leading from Lake Calhoun to Lake Harriet, and thence on

to the iMinnesota. After a night of Avaiting, daylight daAvned on

the morning of July 2, and they espied tAvo approaching Sioux.

One Avas an Indian called the Badger (“Minnesota in Three

Centuries,” calls him Nekay
;
Pond, in “Two Missionaries Among

the Dakotas,” says that this name Avas Hupah-choka-niaza, Avhieh

means “Iron Wing in the Middle.” Neill, in “Occurrences In

and around Port Snelling,” gives his name as MeekaAV.) He Avas

the nephew of Red Bird, the medicine man, and accompanied by

his OAvn nephew, a boy of ten years, was on his way to hunt

jugeons south of Lake Harriet. Prom their position Avithin easy

range of the path, the ChippeAvas fired simultaneously, killing

him instantly, almost immediately afterAvards taking his scalp.

The boy, Avho in after years Avas knoAAm as David Watson, and

died recently at Flandreau, S. D., escaped and spread the alarm

to the Indian village, and at the mission station. Vengeance was

at once determined upon by the Sioux, and it was unanimously

agreed to pursue the ChippeAvas on both of the routes they had
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taken. The bands about Fort Snelling, led by Bed Bird, followed

IIole-in-tlie-Day 's people and the Mille Lacs up the Mississippi.

July 3 tlie Chippewas were taken at the mouth of the Rum river.

A horrible carnage ensued, which resulted disastrously for the

ChippeAvas, and in the death of seA'eral of tlie Sioux, including

Red Bird and his son, a boy of fifteen. After the battle the Sioux

quickly retreated to the fort, and the ChippeAvas, after pursuing

a short distance, turned back to care for their Avounded and Avreak

their A^engeance on the dead bodies of their enemies.

iMeanAvhile the Kaposia liand, accompanied doubtless by

braves from the tribes of Red AVing and AVabasha, stai’ted after

the St. Croix and Sandy liake ChippeAvas. From the present site

of St. Paul they folloAved practically the present route of the

interurban trolley, and reaching Stilhvater, found tlier enemies

encamped in a big ravine, Avhere the state penitentiary is noAV

located. AVith the ChippeAvas (0.]ibAvays) Avas a Avhite man, the

trader, AVilliam A. Aitken, Avho Avas not molested. In the battle

that ensued, the ChippeAvas, according to Pond, lost ninety-five

and the Sioux seventeen. Neill says that forty or fifty of the

ChippeAvas Avere killed and ten or fifteen Sioux.

1840

—

In Alarcb, seAmn Dakotas from Red AVing killed a Chip-

peAva Avoman and her IaaT sons. June 17, a Dakota named Long-

foot, and his Avife, Avere killed by ChippeAvas on the right bank of

the Mississij)pi, near the moutli of the brook betAveen Alendota

and St. Paid. This year the PotaAvatomies killed tAvo Dakota

Avomen near the Blue Earth riA^er and carried oft' tAvo children.

During the summer a Avar party from AVabasha fell in Avith a Avar

party of ChippeAvas and tAvo Avere killed on each side.

1841

—

April 8, three ChippeAvas came doAvn the Alississippi

in a canoe, Avhieh they left lietAveen the Falls of St. Anthony and

Alinnehaha, and hid themselves in the night in some bushes on

the bank of the river near the foot path about a mile aboAm Ft.

Snelling. The next morning Kai-bo-kah, a Dakota chief, Avith

his son and another Indian, Avere passing the place Avhere the

ChippeAvas lay in ambush
;
they killed his son and mortally

Avounded him. The ChippeAvas did not stay to take their scalps.

ReA'. S. AA". Pond Avas on the spot before either of the men Avere

dead, and saw the ChippeAvas leaA'e the place, loading their guns

as they ran.

Alay 11, a band of Avarriors left Kaposia against the St. Croix

ChippeAvas. Authorities differ as to AAdiether Little CroAV Avas

Avith this party. At any rate, among the braA-es Avere his tAvo

sons. Tall Alahzah AVaukon (His Spirit Iron) and Left Hand
(called DoAvan or Sing), brothers of Tali 0-yah-te Doota, the

Little CroAv of the 1862 uprising. Noavs of the approaching Avar

party Avas carried by steamboat passengers to St. Croix Falls,
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where two Chippewa warriors were visiting. These warriors
startetl home to warn their people and had not gone more than
a mile Avhen they came upon the Sioux, Avho Avere preparing their

arms for l)atth\ On a log Avere seated the Iavo sons of Little

Ci’OAV, reckless and off theii' guard. The ChippcAvas tired point

l>lank at these youths, instantly killing both, in the pursuit that

folloAved one of the Chipj)eAvas Avas killed, hut the other escaped
1() Pokegama. This disaster caused the expedition to be aban-

doned.

There Avere, lioAveAU*r, other Sioux on the Avarpath, including

])arties from the villages and l)ands of Black Dog and Good Road.

The second {>arty took a i-oute to the mouth of the Snake river,

Avhere neAvs of the affairs at the falls Avas received. In great dis-

a[>pointm(uit, realizing that the ChippcAvas had discovered them
and Avould lx* prepared for the attack, the Sioux of this band
turned hack, as the first hand had done. The third hand Avent

on to the vicinity of Pokegama, and Avhile aAvaitiug the other

parties received a message telling them of the killing of Little

CroAv's sons and of the ahandonment of the expedition. This

third ])arty, hoAvever, not discouraged, decided to continue on

their journey against the ChippeAvas. On Friday, IMay 21, the one

surviving Chii)eAva of the tAvo Avho had killed Little CroAv’s sons,

reached Pokegama Avith the iieAvs that the Sioux Avere approach-

ing. On Monday, the 24th, three young men left in a canoe to

go to the Avest shore of the lake, and from thence to Mille Lacs,,

to give intelligence to tlu^ OjibAA-ays there, of the skirmish that

had already occurred. They took Avith them tAvo Indian girls,

about tAvelve years of age. Avho Avei'e pupils of the mission school,

foi- the purpose of liringing the canoe hack to the island. Just as

the three AV(‘re landing, lAventy or thirty Sioux Avarrriors, Avith

a Avai‘ Avhoo]), emerged from their concealment behind the trees,

and tired into the canoe. The young men instantly sprang into

th(' Avater, Avhich Avas shalloAV, returned the fire, and ran into the

Avoods, escaping Avithoiit material injury.

The little girls, in their fright, Avaded into the lake; hut Avere

])ursued. Their parents npon the island, heard the death cries

of their children. Some of the Indians around the mission house

jumped into their canoes and gained the island. Others Avent into

some fortified log huts. The attack upon the canoe, it Avas after-

Avard learned, Avas premature. The party i;pon that side of the

lake Avere ordered not to tire, until the party stationed in the

Avoods near the mission began.

There Avere in all one hundred and eleA^en Sioux Avarriors, and

all the fight Avas in the Aucinity of the mission house, and the

Ojil)Avays mostly engaged in it Avere those aaJio had been under

religious instruction. The rest Avere upon the island.
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The fathers of the murdered girls, burning for revenge, left

the island in a canoe, and drawing it up on the shore, hid behind

it, and fired upon the Sioux and killed one. The Sioux, advancing

upon them, they Avere obliged to escape. The canoe was noAv

launched. One lay on his back in the bottom
;
the other plunged

into the water, and holding the canoe Avith one hand, and SAvim-

ming Avith the other, he tOAved his friend out of danger. The
Sioux, infuriated at their escape, fired volley after volley at the

SAvimmer, but he escaped the balls by putting his head under

Avater AvheneA'er he saAv them take aim, and Avaiting till he heard

the discharge, he Avould then look up and breathe.

After a fight of tAvo hours, the Sioux retreated, Avith a loss

of tAAm men. At the recprest of the parents, E. F. Ely, from Avhose

notes the Kev. E. D. Neill AAU’ote this account, being at that time

a teacher at the mission, AAmnt across the lake, Avith two of his

friends, to gather the remains of his murdered pupils. He found

the corpses on the shore. The heads cut off and scalped, Avith a

tomahaAAds; buried in the brains of each, Avere set up in the santl

near the bodies. The bodies A\mre pierced in the breast, and the

right arm of one Avas taken aAvay. EemoAung the tomahaAvks,

the bodies Avere brought back to tlie island, and in the afternoon

AAmre buried in accordance Avith the simple but solemn rites of tlie

Church of Christ, by members of the mission.

1842—March 14 a Avar party from Kaposia killed one Chip-

pcAA'a and lost one Dakota, a son of Eagle Head, a chief.

In the late summer of 1842 a party of ChippeAvas again started

on the AAmr path against the Sioux, of the Kaposia band. A party

of them left Fond du Lac, and arriving at St. Croix falls, Avere

reinforced by braves of tliat band, and from the band at Mille

Lacs. Noiselessly they traversed the distance, until they con-

cealed themselves, unnoticed, in the ravine knoAvn as Pine Coolie

;

this Avas on the east side of the river. Sinclair, a half-breed, hap-

pened l)y at this moment, Avhereupon the Ojilnvays incpiired if

there Avere any Dakotas near. The half-breed’s pony took fright

at this juncture and galloped Avith hmi to the mission house at

Ked Eock. Tavo Sioux who Avere there hastened to Avarn their

friend at Kaposia, but the slaughter had already commenced.

A Avhite trader named Gammele lived on the eastern shore

of the river, and his Indian wife Avas at work in the little corn

field near their cabin. She Avas assisted by a Avife of Old Rattler

from Kaposia, Avho, Avith another Avife, Avas insitle the cabin.

The OjibAvays, perceiAung the Indian Avomen in the field, and

actuated by the coAvardly and dastard instincts of savages, killed

Rattler’s wife in a murderous Amlley and mortally Avounded kirs.

Gammele. Her husband bore the latter to the house, AAdiere the

Ojilnvays, rushing in, actually scalped the dying Avoman in his
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arms. Tliey offered Gaminele, himself, uo molestation, although
he woundetl one of theii- party. David Gammele, Fimueis Gani-
niele’s son, ami Ta-ti, Jtattler’s daughter, escaped unnoticed, and
both resided suhse({uently at IMendota. Rattler’s young soil, how-
ev(‘r, Avas seized by the brutal ChippeAvas and decapitated. The
Dakotas on the opposite side of the riA^er Avere aroused l)y the

tiring and the Avar-Avlioops, hut nearly the AAdiole Aullage of Avar-

I'iors Avei‘e iidoxicated, and the scpuiAvs hatl concealed their

Aveapons. Nevertheless, General Sibley states, that it Avas the

custom ot tlu‘ Dakotas to set apart a fcAV of their young men,
Avliose duty it Avas to keep sober and to act as a reserAm. These
advanced bravely across the river. They AA^ere .joined by their

drunken comrades, by degrees, and the battle raged fiercely for

tAvo hours. General Sibley, Avho arrived at the scene during the

fight, places the loss of the Sioux at eight or ten, and that of the

O.jihAvays at six or eight. Only fifteen or tAventy of the Sioux had
guns. Other accounts give the loss of the Sioux, including those

Avho subse(pien11y died of their Avounds, as nineteen or lAossibly

tAventy.

The (t.jibAvays, numbering full.y a hundred, Avere forced to a

sloAV retreat at noon. They Avere pursued by the Dakotas for

some distance, but escaped Avithout further injury. The dead

OhippeAvas Avere scalped and tlieir bodies mutilated. A Sioux lad

of fifteen, named AYahd<ahn-de-y-ahgah, a Lightning Maker, cut

off the head of a Avounded ChippcAva that had killed his (the

boy’s) brother and shoAved the ghastly thing to General Sibley

Avhen he came doAvn. “Old Bets’’ and other Sioux women came

ovei* aft(U' the fight and took part in beating and mutilating the

dead bodies of their enemies.

When the ChippeAvas first made the attack a Sioux messenger

ran to Ft. Snelling Avith the ncAVS. Under the prevalent military

policy of the government at the time, Major Dearborn, then in

command of the fort, at once sent doAvn detachments of Com-

panies 1), G, II, of the First Infantry, composing the garrison,

Avith instructions to hurry to the scene and stop the fighting. The

effort Avas, of course, futile, as might have been expected. The

soldiers came doAvn the IMississippi in boats to below Pickerel

lake and there disembarked and marched over the l)luffs to Ka-

]KAsia, arriving at the village long after the fight Avas over.

1845—In the fall of 1845, probably in the month of October.

Little CroAv (Big Thunder), of the Kaposia band, accidentally

shot himself, intticting a mortal wound from which three days

later he died. The old chieftain Avith a Avife and tAvo or three

grandsons set out Avith a cart, draAvn by his yoke of oxen, to

gather some newly ripened corn in his field on the crest of the

high hill back of Kaposia Aullage. Ilis loaded gun lay in the cart.
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the rear end of which Avas open. As the vehicle ascended the

hill, the weapon was sliding towards the ground and the chief

caught it by the muzzle and was draAving it toAvards him Avhen

it AAms discharged and the load entered his body. Before his

death he directed that his protligate son, Tah-O-Y'ah-te-Doota

(AAdiose mother Avas Minne-Okha-da-Aun, of AYahasha's liand),

Avould be his successor.

At the time of, and for some years before his father’s death,

if we are to believe the statements made to historians by the In-

dians, Tah-O-Y^ah-te-Doota (His Red Nation) Avas at Lac qui Parle

and had been living on the Upper Minnesota among the AA"ah-

jAetons of E-ahn Manne’s band. (General Sibley, lioAveAmr, is

authority for the statements that Tah-O-yah-te Doota Avas present

at his father’s death, but this is believed liy historians of the

present day to be erroneous.)

At Lac qui Parle the young prince had been Avell receiA'ed by

Chief E-ahn Alanne, became an inmate of his household, and

tinally married three of his daughters. After his marriages he

seems to liaAm abandoned the bad habits Avhich had forced his

leaAung Kaposia. He had many admirers among the AA^alipetons

and Sissetons. When the neAvs of the death of his father reached

him, Tah 0-yah-te Doota' l)egan preparations for assuming his

hereditary position and title. The death message had been ac-

companied by a AAmruing that the assumption Avould be resisted

by his half brothers and other members of the band, Avho re-

garded him as Avholly unfit to be their chief. He Avas also in-

formed, hoAvever, that there Avere many otlier memliers of the

Kaposia band that belieAmd he Avas entitled to the position. In

the spring of 1816, as soon as the ice Avas Avell out of the rivers,

he descentled the Minnesota from Lae qui Parle Avith his three

AviA^es and some AA^ahpetons. At Shakopee’s and Black Dog's auI-

lages some of the members of the bauds Avere induced to join him,

and from the mouth of the (Minnesota to Kaposia he had quite a

flotilla of canoes, all filled Avith his partisans. Messengers from

Black Dog’s Aullage hurried across the bend of the riAmr to Ka-

posia, ahead of the boats, and informed the Aullagers that Tah-

O-yah-te Doota Avas coming. AA^hen the boats dreAV up to the

riA'er bank at Kaposia, they AA'ere met by a large and threatening

eroAvd, Avith Tah 0-yah-te Doota ’s half-brothers, guns in hand,

to the front, making many threats. The canoe of Tah 0-yah-te

Doota (Red Nation), paddled by his Avives, led the fleet and Avas

the first to touch the shore. The young chief stepped out and

advanced sloAAdy towards the menacing throng. “If you come

ten steps farther, I Avill shoot you,” called out his half-brother

leAmling his gun. “YMu are not Avanted here. Go and IBn at

Lae qui Parle. Y^ou are a AA^alipeton noAV and no longer a



IIISTOIJY OF DAKOTA COF3TY53

Medawakaiiton. Go back, go back, or I -will shoot.” For
answer Red Nation stepped 1n-avely forward a few steps, folded

his arms upon his breast, and said loudly: “Shoot then where
all can see. I am not afraid and they all know it.” At once
the half-])rother fired. Red Nation stumbled backward and fell

into the arms of Toodvahn-na-na klanne, who had run forward to

prevent the sli noting.

The ])ullet, tired at close range, passed through both of Red
Nation’s folded and interlocked arms, l)reaking both the fore-

arm bones of one, making a flesh wound through the other and
passing into the body, where it remained. The medicine men
cared for the injury as best they couhl, but the forearm Imnes

grew together in a great knot. Tlie brothers and their partisans

tied at once.

In the fall of the year the two l)rothers returned to Kaposia
and threw themselves upon the mercy of their brother, the chief,

now Little Crow, head of the Kaposia band, with his authority

undisputed and his personal security unmeuaeed. In Little

Crow’s A'iew, however, his brothers had committed an unpardon-

al)le sin, and he would not forgive them, although the blood of a

common father ran in ids and their veins. After nightfall they

were carried to the l)ank of the river and shot to death by two of

the chief’s closest friends, and then their bloody l)odies were

tossed into the river current.

Soon after he became chief, Tah-O-Yah-te-Doota exerted all Ids

authority and influence to stop Avhisky drinking among the mem-
bers of his band; to encourage them to become industrious, eco-

nomical and thrifty
;
to promote morality among them, and to ad-

vance their ])hysieal and moral Avelfare generally. Reminded
that he had been a whisky drinker and sporting character gener-

ally himself, he said: “I was only a brave then; I am a chief

now.” lie ai)plied to the Sioux agent Bruce, at Ft. Snelling, and

asked for a missionary to establish a ndssion and reside in the

Kaposia village. Agent Bruce at once wrote to Dr. T. S. AYilliani-

son, then at Lac cpii Parle, asking him to comply with Little

Crow’s request. Dr. AYilliamson consented and in November,

1846, came to Kaposia. He established a school and soon had a

number of Indian and half-breed pupils, among the latter sev-

eral girls who married white men.

There was now a change in the moral character of Kaposia.

For more than a year before the drunken Indians had been al-

most a constant menace to the little settlement of St. Paul’s,

klany shameful scenes were witnessed in and about the village.

Very frequently bands of Kaposia Avarriors came in the village,

became furiously drunk and went about threatening the lives of

the inhabitants. Often the people barricaded their doors or hid
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themselves from the half delirious savages, “who,” says Will-

iams, “though passably civil when sober, were very devils Mdien

maddened by fire-water.” Soon after the coming of Eed Nation

to the chieftaney and the advent of the missionaries at Kaposia

there was a great change in conditions for the better, both in

the red man’s and white man’s village.

1850—In April, 1850, a war party from Kaposia, under the

leadership of a worthless Indian who had been confined in the

guardhouse at Ft. Snelling the year before for scalping his wife,

131-oceeded against the Chippewas. Pushing up the valley of the

Saint Croix, a few miles above Stillwater, marks of a keg and

footprints in the snow showed that an Ojibway man and Avoman

had been to some whisky trader and were returning. Following

the trail, the Sioux found encamped on Apple river, a tributary

of the St. Croix, a lodge of the Ojibways. AVaiting till daybreak

of AA'ednesday, the second of April, the Sioux began to fire upon

their unsuspecting foes, some of Avhom Avere emptying the con-

tents of the Avhisky keg. The fifteen in the camp Avere all mur-

dered and scalped Avith the exception of a little boy, Avho Avas

held a prisoner. The next day the A'ietors came to Stilhvater and

danced the scalp dance in the presence of the Avhite inhabitants,

Avith the captiAm boy in the center, occasionally shaking in his

face the scarcely cold scalps of his relatives. The boy Avas then

carried to Kaposia and adopted by the chief.

At a conference at the residence of GoAmrnor Eanisey at St.

Paul, held soon after, the boy Avas deliAmred up, and on being led

out to the kitchen to receiAm food, by a little son of the governor,

soon after deceased, cried bitterly and seemed more alarmed at

being left Avith the Avhites than Avhile a captive among the Sioux.

Although the attack Avas justifiable, according to the laAvs

Avhieh preAmil among the Indians, GoAmrnor Eamsey insisted that

the leaders of the Avar party should be deliAmred up, and after

much delay and many equivocations the participants Avere de-

livered and confined in the guardhouse at Ft. Snelling.

On the afternoon of Alay 15 there might have been seen hur-

rying through the streets of St. Paul a number of naked braves

of the Kaposia l>and. A feAv hours before, the young and Avarlike

chief of the OjibAvays, Hole-in-the-Day, having hid his canoe in

the gorge of the cave above St. Paul, Avith a fcAV associates

crossed the rKer and attacked some Kaposia Indians on the road

to Alendota, and killed and scalped one. Aboi;t sunset the Sioux

returned with the corpse of the murdered man, Avhicli they had

in a box covered Avith a red blanket. Young Hole-in-the-Day,

after the surprise, hurried to the OjibAvay country, and dividing

the scalp of his foe into quarters distributed it among his people.

On the receipt of the neAvs of this sudden attack in the suburbs
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of St. Paul, Governor Kaiusey released the Sioux confined for the

Apple river slaughter at Ft. Snelling.

18ol— In the suiiinier of 1851 an eai'ly missionary entered a

tepee at Kaposia. A few logs were slowly burning in the middle,

and the smoke ascending tlirough the opening. Upon one side

of the fire lay, upon a dirty hlanket, a sick child about three

years old. The mother, with a sad countenance, sat at his feet.

In a coi'iier of the same lodge was a young man of about twenty-

five yeai-s of age entirely naked, except his breech cloth, his un-

combed luiir fiowing down his l)ack, crying out most dolefully

and shaking Avith all his might a sacred rattle made of a dried

gourd. In a few moments he craAvled on his hands and feet up
to the sick child, and placing his mouth to the l)are stomach of

the patient, began to .suck the fiesh. lie Avas a conjurer or a

medicine man. Anything that is mysterious the Sioux calls Avah-

kahn. The early French traders called a conjurer or sacred man
“medecin,” Avhich in English is doctor. A medicine man is,

therefore, an Indian doctor. The Sioux believe that disease is

caused by the si>irit of a bird, or a beast, or a Avorm, or a fish, or

some dead person taking possession of the body. The medicine

man, therefore, strives to draAV out this spirit. The young man,

after he had sucked for some tinug again began to hoAvl, Avhieh is

their praying, and then going into the corner picked up a dish and

holding it close to his mouth began to retch as if suft'ering from

violent nausea.

Sometimes the hoAvling and these distressed movement Avill be

kept AAp for hours. If the medicine man thinks the patient con-

valescent he orders guns to be fired to kill the spirit Avhich has A'exed

the })atient. No one can conjure unless they have been initiated

in the sacred mysteries, and the confirming of aidhority upon a

sacred man is marked Avith much more form and solemnity than

the granting of diplomas to educated physicians.

1853—April 9, 1853, a Avar party from Kaposia ascended the

St. Croix riA'er valley and killed an Ojilnvay. The Ojilnvays for

rcAmnge arriAu^d in the suburbs of St. Paid on the night of the

20th. Early the next day a hand of OjihAvay Avarriors naked and

yelling passed through the busiest streets then in St. Paul. Just

at that time a Avell-knoAvn Avoman from Kaposia, “Old Bets,”

and her sister, as well as her brother, Avho had lost his leg in 1839

at the battle of Stilhvater, stepped from their canoe at the foot

of Jackson .street. Pei'ceiving their foes, they entered into a

building Avhich was knoAvn as the old Pioneer neAvspaper office,

and the OjihAvays, discharging a volley from their guns, fatally

Avounded the sister of “Old Bets” and then retired.

IMessengers were dispatched to Ft. Snelling for the dragoons,

Avho Avith Indian guides Avere soon in pursuit of the assailants.
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The next day the dragoons discovered them near the Falls of St.

Croix, and the Ojibways manifesting, as was supposed, an im-

proper spirit, Alagrnder, the lieutenant in command, ordered

the soldiers to fire, and an Ojihway was killed. His scalp was
bronght to St. Paul and dagnerreotyped. The daguerreotype

was engraved, and appears in an article Avhich in 1854 appeared

in Graham’s magazine, then published in Philadelphia.

During that summer a passenger upon a steamboat could have

seen on a scaffold on the bluffs in the rear of Kaposia a square

box covered with a coarsely fringed red cloth. Above it was

STispended a piece of the Ojihway 's scalp whose death had

brought his friends for vengeance to St. Paul. In this box was
ithe sister of “Old Bets,” Avho had died from the wound re-

ceived in April. A scalp suspended over the corpse is supposed

to be a contribution to the soul, and a great help in the country

of the spirit land.



CHAPTER III.

EARLY EXPLORATION.

First White Men to See Dakota County—Hennepin’s Trip to the

Falls of St. Anthony—Perrot Takes Possession of the Coun-
try—Le Sueur Searches for Copper—La Hontan’s Fictitious

Voyage—Unknown Traders and Voyageurs—Jonathan Car-

ver—Pike and Long—Schoolcraft and Cass—Leavenworth

—

Later Surveys and Investigations.

Owing to its situation near the mouths of the St. Croix and
the Minnesota, and its nearness to the Falls of St. Anthony, the

vicinity of what is now Dakota county wms of interest to all the

early explorers.

So far as scholars of the present day can learn (unless the

contention that Peter Esprit Radisson and Medard Chouart, bet-

ter known as Sienr de Grosielliers, the Gooseberry, Avintered at

Prairie Island in 1654-55, receives more substantiation than has

yet l)een discovered), the first European to explore the Missis-

sippi above the mouth of the Wisconsin, and the first to behold

the l)eauties of Dakota county, was undoubtedly Father Louis

Hennepin, a Franciscan priest of the Recollet Order. La Salle,

in February 1680, had erected a fort on an eminence near Lake

Peoria in Illinois, and from this point he determined to send an

expedition up the Mississippi. For this task he selected three

of his faithful followers. Accordingly, on February 29, Father

Hennepin, Avith his tAvo companions named Picard du Gay (Au-

guelle) and Michael Aecault (or Ako) set out in a canoe for the

upper jMississippi. On the Avay they fell in with a band of Sioux

on the Avar path against the Illinois and Miami nations. This

party accompanied the Frenchmen up the river, evidently in

doubt Avhether they should scalp them or treat them as friends.

The party in going northAvard in the latter part of April or

early part of May, passed Dakota county. They left the river

someAvhere near the present site of St. Paul and arrived at Mille

Lacs in the earl.y part of I\Iay.

Permission wms then given to Hennepin and Auguelle (Pick-

ard) to return in a canoe doAvn the Mississippi to the mouth of

the Wisconsin, where they hoped to find a reinforcement of

Frenchmen as well as goods and ammunition. Meantime Ac-

eault was left Avith the Indians, possibly as a hostage. On this

56



HISTORY OF DAKOTA COUXTY 57

A'oyage doAvn the riA^er, Hennepin and Pickard AA-ere the first

AA-hite men to behold the beauties of St. Anthony's falls, AAdiich

hlennepin named. They again passed Dakota county, but cau-

dently took no note of the Minnesota riA'er. Further doAAm the

river they Avere again captured (according to Hennepin), and

finding no Frenchmen at the spot Avhere they hoped, late in July

the party of Indians and Frenchmen made their Avay up the Mis-

sissippi and met DuLuth and several French soldiers aaJio had

come from Lake Superior by the canoe route of the Brule and

St. Croix riA^ers. They all then Avent hack to the Isanti Aullages

near Mille Lacs, Avhere DuLuth the previous year had met the

Indians in council and endeavored to sIioav them Avhat benefits

they Avould receive from trading Avith the French. DuLuth
sharply reprimanded the savages for their attitude toAvard Hen-

nepin and his companions, Avho henceforth had no reason to

complain of their treatment. In the autumn (1681), on pretense

of bringing goods to establish a trading post, DuLuth, Hennepin

and other Frenchmen Avere alloAved to dej)art. On their journey

doAvn the Mississippi they again passed Dakota county, this time

Avith DuLuth and his companions.

Perrot, the next explorer of these regions, established a trad-

ing post on the Mississippi, close above the mouth of the AViscon-

sin I’iAmr, Avhich he named Port St. Nicholas. In 1685, to extend

his trade Avith the Indians, he built a temporary trading post

on the east side of the Mississippi rHer, near Trempeleau, and

aftei’Avards the post called Port St. Antoine (Anthony), on

the iiortliAvestern shore of Lake Pepin about six miles from its

mouth. He also had a post on the Minnesota shore of this lake

at its outlet, called Fort Perrot. Prom then until 1699 he con-

ducted Am.rious trading and exploring expeditions up the Alis-

sissippi. Prom St. Antoine, May 8, 1689, Perrot issued a proc-

lamation in Avhich he took possession of a vast territory in the

name of the king of France. This territory included the basins

of “the Bay des Puants (Green Bay)
;
of the lake and rivers of

the Outagamis and Alaskoutins (Fox river and Lake AYinnehago

;

of the river Ouiskonche (AXisconsin), and that of the Mississippi;

the country of the Nadouseioux (the Sioux or Dakota Indians),

the rKers of St. Croix and St. Pierre (Minnesota), and other

places more remote. This proclamation Avas signed by the Jes-

uit Joseph Jean Marest; by Perrot, who signs himself N. Perot;

Le Gardeur de Caumont, LeSueur Jean Herbert, Joseph Lemire

and F. Blein. This proclamation shoAVS that these gentlemen had

penetrated Dakota county at least to the extent of being aAvare of

the existence of the Minnesota river, Avliich it seems, even in that

early day, Avas already knoAvn as the St. Pierre
;
rendered in Eng-

lish St. Peters and noAV called the Minnesota.
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lYiron La Hontaii, a Freneh soldier-of-fortime who had seen

service in Canada, returned to F^'rance in 1703 and issued a book
in Avliieh lie claimed to have explored the upper course of the

IMississippi. Early historians attempted to locate the scenes of

his marvelous adventures and even identified the Minnesota or

Ihe Cannon rivers, as the “Long Diver” which La Ilontan

claimed that he traversed. At the present day, however, it is

believed that the alleged explorations of La Hontan Avere purely

the work of liction, fabricated after conversations with Perrot

and DuLuth, and written Avith the idea of obtaining money to

actuallly visit the regions he claimed to liaAm explored.

EolloAving Hennepin and Perrot, and indeed a contemporary

and companion of the latter, came Le Sueur. Le Sueur built a

fort on Prairie Islaml (betAveen Hastings and Red AVing) in 1695

and ascended the Alississippi and Alinnesota in 1700, using a sail-

ing and roAving A'essel and tAvo canoes in his quest, after \Adiat

he supposed to be copper ore, along the Blue Earth river. Le
Sueur's journal, probably Avritten by a secretary, and that of

Penicaut, a slup carpenter, Avho accompanied the expedition, have

been translated, but contain no definite references, so far as can

be h'arned, to any landing on the ground of AAdiat is noAV Dakota

county. Shea's translation of Le Sueur’s journal contains the

folloAving; “September 16, 1700, he left on the east bank of the

Alississippi a great river called St. Croix, because a Preuchmau
of that name Avas Avrecked (droAvnecP?) at its mouth. . . .

From the 16th to the 19th, he advanced thirteen leagues and

tliree-(pmrters. After having made from the Tamarois (six

leagues heloAV the mouth of the Alissouri) two hundred and seven

leagues and a half, he left the naAugation of the Alississippi at

this point to enter St. Peter’s river (Alinnesota) on the Avest of

the Alississippi, on Avhich he made Aintil the first of October forty-

four leagues and a quarter.”

Thus, Avith DuLuth and Hennepin in 1679-80, and Perrot and

Ijc Sueur from 1683 to 1700, is really comprehended the period

of French exploration in this neighborhood. These explorers

Avere all acompanied l)y companions, Avhose names, Avith a feAV

exceptions, ai-e unknoAvn. During this period and until the days

of actual settlement in the nineteenth century, many voyageurs

and traders Ausited those regions, and in fact, it is knoAvn that

cAmn in the early part of the eighteenth century the Ffi’enchmen

Avho liAu^d in the three successiAm stockades at Frontenac pushed

their trading expeditions far up the Alississippi. It is even as-

serted by some historians that Hennepin Avas preceded up the

river by deserters from La Salle’s camp in Illinois. After Le

Sueur, hoAvever, the official French exiAlorers of this state Avhose
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adventures are recorded confined their investigations to territory

faidher north.

By the treaty of Paris in 1763, Fx’ance ceded Canada to Great

Britain, and Louisiana, the largely unknown region west of

the Mississippi, passed into the possession of Spain. Spain, how-

ever, sent no official explorers to the upper Mississippi, and aside

from unknown traders and adventurers who may have wandered

to the Falls of St. Anthony, Dakota county received no white

visitors until 1766, when Jonathan Carver, of Connecticut birth,

explored this region in the interests of the British. Starting

from Boston in June, 1766, Carver traveled to the strait of Mack-

inaw and Green Bay, and thence hy the canoe route of the Fox,

^Yiscousin and Mississippi rivers to the area of IMinnesota. He
passed the St. Croix river and explored the cave Avhich is still

knoAvn by his name. November 25, 1766, after taking a short

overland trip. Carver I’eturned to his canoe Avhich he had left

at the mouth of the river St. Pierre, and ascended that stream.

In his own diary he says: “Ten miles below the Palls of St. An-

thony the river St. Pierre, called hy the natives AA^adapaw-Mene-

sotor falls into the Alississippi from the west. It is not men-

tioned hy Father Hennepin, although a large fair river; this

omission I conclude must have proceeded from a small island

that is situated exactly at its entrance hy which the side of it is

intercepted. I should not have discovered this river myself had

I not taken a view, when I was searching for it from the high

lands opposite, Avhich rise to a great height. N^early over against

this river I was obliged to leave my canoe on account of the ice

and travel Ixy land to the Falls of St. Anthony, where I arrived

on the 17th of November.”

Carver further says: “On the 25th of N'oveml)er (1766) I

returned to my canoe, Avhich I had left at the mouth of the river

St. Pierre, and here I parted Avith regret from my young friend

the prince of the AAdnnebagoes. Tliis river being clear of ice

by reason of its southern situation, I found nothing to obstruct

my passage. On the 28th, being advanced about forty miles, I

ai’rived at a small branch that fell into it from the north, to

which, as it had no name that I could distinguish it by, I gave

my own. . . . The river St. Pierre, Avhich runs through the

territories of the Naudowessies (Sioux), Aoaa-s through a most

delightful country, abounding with all the necessities of life that

grow spontaneously, and with a little cultivation it might be

made to produce even the luxuries of life. AA'ild rice groAvs here

in great abundance, and eA-ery part is filled Avith trees bending-

under their loads of fruit, such as plums, grapes and apples
;
the

meadoAvs are coA^ered Avith hops and many sorts of Au^getables,
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whilst the gToinuI is stored with useful roots, with augelica, spike-

nard, and ground nuts as large as hen’s eggs. A little distance

from the side of the river are eminences from which you have
vieAVS that cannot he exceeded even by the most l)eautiful

;

amidst tliese are delightful groves, and amazing quantities of

maples that could produce sugar sufficient for any number
of inhal)itants. ” The deed which the Indians Avere purported

to have given to Carver included lauds stretching from the Falls

of St. Anthony to the ChippeAva river, l)ut did not take in Avhat

is noAv Dakota county.

Napoleon having ceded “Louisiana,” including all that little-

knoAvn territory Avest of the IMississippi, to the United States,

the government, desiring to treat Avith the Indian tribes and to

learn more of its iieAV possessions, sent Zebulon M. Pike on an

exploring expedition. Pike sailed up the Mississippi river bear-

ing the United States dag in the fall of 1805. The folloAving

are extracts from his diary: “Sei)tember 21, 1805 (Saturday).

Embarked at a reasonable hour, breakfasted at Sioux Aullage on

the east side. It consists of eleven lodges, and is situated at the

head of an island, just beloAV a ledge of rocks (this is the spot

uoAV called Pig’s Eye—at the time mentioned the Kaposia, or

Little CroAv’s village, Avas on the east side of the river). The
A'iHage Avas eAuicuated at this time, all the Indians having gone

out to gather Avihl rice. About tAvo miles above saAv three bears

SAvimming over the river, but at too great a distance for us to

kill them
;
they made the shore before I came up to them.

Passed a camp of Sioux of four lodges in which I saAV only one

man, Avhose name Avas Black Soldier. The garrulity of the Avomen

astonished me, for at the other camps they never opened their

lips, but here they docked around us Avith all their tongues go-

ing at the same time
;
the cause of this freedom must haAm been

the al)sence of their lords and masters. Passed the encampment
of Mr. Perribault (Jean Baptiste Faribault), Avho had broken

his peroque and encamped on the Avest side of the riA^er three

miles below St. Peter’s. We made our encampment on the north-

east point of the big island opposite St. Peter’s (this island has

since been knoAvn as Pike’s Island). I observed a white dag on

shore today, and on landing observed it to be white silk
;

it Avas

suspended over a scaffold, on Avhich Avere laid four dead bodies,

tAvo enclosed in boards and tAvo in bark. They Avere the bodies,

I Avas informed, of tAvo Sioux women Avho had lived Avith tAVO

Frenchmen, one of their children and some other relative, tAvo of

Avhom died at St. Peter and tAvo at St. Croix. This is the man-

ner of the Sioux burial, when persons die a natural death
;
but

Avhen they are killed they suffer them to remain unburied. This

circumstances brought to my recollection the bones of a man I
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found on the hills below the St. Croix. The jawbone I brought

on board. He must have been killed on the spot.

“On the afternoon of Sunday the Sioux chief named Petit

Corbeau (as translated into French, meaning Little Crow), came
with a hundred and fifty Avarriors, and preliminary arrange-

ments Avere made for a very important council to be held the

next day.” This treaty council appears to have been held at

Pike’s camp on the upper end of the long and Ioav Pike islantl,

immediately beneath the bluff, about 100 feet high, on AAdiich

Fort Snelling AAms afterAAmrtl built. The journal describing the

council and treaty reads thus: “September 2)1. iUonday. Pre-

pared for the council, Avhich aa'C commenced al)Out tAvelve o’clock.

I had a boAver or shade made of my sails, on the beach, into

AAdiich only my gentlemen (the traders) and the chiefs entered.

I then addressed them in a S])eech, AAdiich, though long, and touch-

ing on many points, its principal object AAms, the granting of

land at this place, the Falls of St. Anthony, and St. Croix (river),

and making peace Avith the ChippeAAUis. I aauis replied to liy

Le Phis de Pinichon (Son of the Fearless Chief), l.e Petit Cor-

beau (Little CroAV, grandfather of the noted chief of this name
in the Outbreak of 1862), and L ’Original Leve (Rising iMoose).

They gaAm me the land reciuired about 100,000 acres (equal to

200,000 dollars), and promised me a safe passport, for myself

and any chiefs (Ojilnvays) I might Indng doAAUi, but spoke doubt-

fully AAdth respect to the peace. I gave them presents to the

amount of aliout $200, and as soon as the council Aims OA-er, I

alloAA’ed the traders to' present them AAutli some licpior, AAdiich,

AAdth AAdiat T myself gave Avas equal to sixty gallons. In one-half

hour they AA^ere all embarked for their respective Aullages.”

Note : This treaty provided that the Sioux nation grant to

the United States, for the purpose of establishing military posts,

a tract nine miles square at the mouth of the St. Croix, also

“from lieloAv” (Pike AAuinted the Indians to agree to one league

beloAAq but they insisted on the Avords “from beloAv”), the con-

tinence of the ^Mississippi and St. Peter’s up the ^Mississippi to

include the Palls of St. Anthony extending nine miles on each

side of the riA^er. This included land in AAdiat is noAV Eagan and

Mendota toAAmships. In consideration of these grants the United

States AA'as to pay a sum AAdiich AA’as left blank, lint AAdiich the

senate filled in AAutli the sum $2,000. Only tAAm chiefs signed this

paper, they affixing their marks, one Avas Le Petit Corbeau (Lit-

tle CroAv), and Way Ago Enagee. The Indian name invented by

Pike for the second signer of the treaty is Wyh-genage. Prop-

erly it should be AAudtten AYah-A^ah-Gah-Nah-Zheen (meaning

“He sees standing up”). Others aaOio paidieipated in the coun-

cil AA'ere : Le Grand Partisan, L ’Original Levee (this is supposed
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to l)c the Tah-may-liaw, wlio served Avith the Americans against

tile Itritish in 1812, and Avho reeeiA'ed a commission from
tlie Americans as chief of the Red AYing hand, this, hoAvever,

l)ro])al)]y being a mistake, as the Kajiosia band Avas evidently

intended) La Demidonzaine, Le Bouecasse and Le Boenf qni

Alarcdie.

We quote from the “Ht. Raul Daily Democrat” of Alay 24,

1854, an article hy Dr. Thomas Foster: “Le Bouecasse should

he Avritten ‘Bras Oasse, ’ or ‘Broken Arm.’ His Indian name Avas,

1 believe, AVad\an-tali-pay, and as late as 1825 he Avas still living

at his small village, AYahpaykootans, on a lake near the Almne-
sota, some five or six miles heloAV Prairie La Fleeh, noAV Le Sueur.

The last named on the list is Le Bouef cpii Alarche, the ‘ Walking
Buffalo,’ or Tah-taAvdiah-mah-me. He Avas a kind of sub-chief

of old AVabasha, avIio Avas not present, being also called Red
AVing, and it is from him that the name of the village at the head

of Lake Pepin deihves its name. He was the father of AYah-koo-

tay, the present old chieftain of the Red AATng hand.”
‘

‘ Se})temher 24. Tuesday. In tin* morning 1 discOA'ered my
flag Avas missing from the boat. . . .

‘‘September 25, AA'ednesday. I Avas aAvakened out of my Oed

by Le Petit Corheau (Little CroAv), avIio came up from his auI-

lage to see if we Avere all killed or if any accident had happened

to ns. This Avas in eonse(pience of their having found my flag

floating tAvo or three miles beloAV their village (fifteen miles

hence), from avIucIi they concluded that some affray had taken

place and that it had been throAvn overboard, although I con-

sidered this an unfortunate accident for me I Avas exceedingly

happy at its effect, for it Avas the occasion for lAreAmnting much
blood-shed among the savages. A chief called the Outard Blanche

had his lip cut off and had come to the Petit Corheau and told

him that his face Avas his looking glass that it Avas spoiled and

that he Avas determined on revenge. The parties Avere charging

their guns and preparing for action, Avhen lo ! the flag appeared,

like a messenger of peace, sent to prevent their bloody purposes.

They Avere all astonished to see it. The staff' Avas broken. Then

the Petit Corheau arose and said that a thing so sacred had not

been taken from my boat Avithout Adolence, that it Avonld be

proper for them to hush all private animosities until they had

avenged the cause of their eldest brother, that he Avould imme-

diately go up to St. Peter’s to knoAv Avhat dogs had done that

thing, in order to get satisfaction of those Avho had done the

mischief. They all listened to this reasoning and he immediately

had the fiag put out to dry and embarked for our camp. I Avas

much concerned to hear of the blood likely to have been shed,

and gaA'e him fiAm yards of blue shroud, three yards of calico.
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oue hamlkerchief, oue carat of tobacco and one knife, in order

to make peace among' these people. He promised to send my
dag by hand to the falls and to make his peace with Outard

Blanche.”

Pike then continned on his way North and did not return to

the vicinity of the IMinnesota river until April 10, 1806. The

diary under that date reads as folloAvs : “Arrived at the Palls

of St. Anthony at ten o’clock. . . .

“April 11, Friday. Although it snowed very hard, Ave brought

over both boats and descended the river to the island at the en-

trance of St. Peter’s (IMinnesota) . I sent to the chiefs and in-

formed them I had something to communicate to them. The Fils

de Pinichon immediately aAvaited on me and informed me that

he Avould provide a place for the purpose. About sundoAvn I Avas

sent for and introduced in the council house, Avhere I found a

great many chiefs. They Avere all Avaiting for my arrival. There

Avere about a hundred lodges, or six hundred people
;
Ave Avere

sahded on our crossing the river Avith ball as usual. The coun-

cil house Avas Iaa'O large lodges, capable of containing three hun-

dred men
;
in the upper Avere forty chiefs. . . . The inter-

preter informed them that I Avanted some of their jiriucipal men
to go to St. Louis.

“April 12, Saturday. Embarked early, although my inter-

preter had been frecpiently up the river he could not tell me
Avhere the cav'e spoken of l)y CarA'er could be found. Y"e care-

fully sought for it, but in vain. At the Indian village a feAV

miles beloAV St. Peter’s Ave Avere about to pass a feAV lodges, but

on receiving a Amry particular imutatiou to come on shore, Ave

landed and Avere received in the lodge kindly. They presented

us sugar, etc. 1 gave the proprietor a drahm and Avas about to

depart Avhen he demanded a kettle of liquor, on being refused

and after I had left the shore, he told me that he did not like the

arrangements and that he Avould go to Avar this summer. I di-

rected the interpreter to tell him that if I returned to the St. Peter’s

AA'ith the troops 1 Avould settle that affair AAuth him. On our ar-

riAml at the St. Croix I found the Petit Corbeau Avith his people

and the IMessrs. Frazer and AYood. AYe had a conference, AAdien

the Petit Corbeau made many apologies for the misconduct of

his people. He then presented me A\ ith a beaAmr robe and pipe,

and his message to the general to the effect that he Avas deter-

mined to preserve peace and make the road clear. He also made
mention of his promised medal. I Avas informed that notAvith-

standing the instruction of his traders’ license and my particu-

lar recpiest, Alurdock Cameron had taken licpior and sold it to

the Indians on the riAmr St. Peter, and that his partner had been

equally imprudent. I pledged myself to prosecute them accord-
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iug to law, for they had been the occasion for great confusion

and of much injury to the other traders. This day met a canoe
of Mr. Dixon’s loaded with provisions. He politely offered me
any provision he had on board, but not now being in want 1 did

not accept any.”

Tliis vicinity now began to be the objective point of many
traders, particularly those who exchanged whisky and fire arms
for furs.

The war of 1812 somewhat retarded the building of a mili-

tary post on the land which Pike had purchased. In 1817, Iioav-

ever, the fSioux Indians, avIio had sided with the British in that

conflict, were giainted a full pardon, and Major Steven II. Long
was sent to determine whether the mouth of the St. Croix, or the

mouth of the klinnesota was best suited for a military post. Ma-
jor Long made the trip to the Falls of St. Anthony in a six-oared

skiff' during the early summer of 1817. The following extracts

appear in his diary; Tuesday, July 15 (1817). Passed the St.

Croix river on my i-ight . . . about four miles above the

mouth of the St. Croix is said is the narrowest part of the

Mississippi below the Falls of St. Anthony—at this place Ave

crossed the river from a dead start with sixteen strokes of our

oars. The river is here proliably between 100 and 120 yards wide, but

as Ave had a favoral)le Avind up the riAmr, Ave did not stop to meas-

lire it. . . . Passed the Detour de Pin or Pine Bend of the

^Mississippi, Avhich is the most Avesterly bend of the river, be-

tAveen St. Louis aiul the Palls of St. Anthony. The distance

from this bend across to the river St. Peter’s (Minnesota), is

about nine miles, Avhereas, it requires tAVO days to go by Avater

to the same place on the St. Peter’s. . . . Encamped at sun-

set, east side of the river upon a handsome prairie.

"Wednesday, Jidy 16. Set sail at half past four this morning

Avith a favorable breeze, passed an Indian burying ground on our

left, the first that I liaAm ever seen surrounded Avith a fence. In

the center a pole is erected, at the foot of Avhich religious rites

are perfoianed at the burial of an Indian, by the particular

friends and relatiAU-s of the deceased. On the pole a flag is sus-

pended, Avhen any person of extraordinary merit or one Avho is

much beloved is buried. In the enclosure Avere two seaffokls

erected also, about six feet high and six feet square. Upon one

of them Avere tAvo coffins, containing dead bodies. Passed a

Sioux village on our right containing fourteen cabins; the name

of the chief is the Petit Corl)eau or Little Raven (later called

Little CroAv). The Indians Avere all absent on a hunting party,

up the St. Croix, Avhich is but a little distance across the coun-

try from the A'illage. Of this Ave Avere very glad, as this band

are said to be the most notorious beggars of all the Sioux on the
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Mississippi. Cue of tlieir cabins is furnisliecl with loopholes, and

is situated so near the water that the opposite side of the river

is within musket range from the building. By this means the

Petit Corheau is enabled to exercise the command over the pas-

sage of the river and has in some instances compelled traders

to land with their goods, and induced them probably through

fear of offending him to bestow presents to a considerable amount

before he would suffer them to pass. The cabins are a kind

of stockade building and of a l)etter appearance than any Indian

dwellings 1 have before met with. Two miles above the village

on the same side of the river is Carver's cave, at which we stop-

ped . . . five miles above the river St. Peter's (Minnesota)

comes in from the southwest. AVe arrived at the mouth of this

river 2 p. m. and laid by to dine. . . . There are considerable

Indian villages up this river, the first of whicli is out nine miles

from its mouth.

Thursday, July 17. (Descending after having visited the

falls.) After arriving at St. Peters (Alinnesota ), we lay by two

or three hours in order to examine the country in that neighbor-

hood. At the mouth of this river there is an island of consider-

able extent, separated from the main by a slough of the Alissis-

sippi, into which the St.' Peters discharged itself. Boats in as-

cending the former, particularly in low water, usually pass

through this slo\igh, as it affords a greater depth than the chan-

nel upon the other side of the island. Immediately above the

mouth of the St. Peter’s is a tract of Hat prairie, extending far

up this river and al)Out three hundred and iifty yards along the

slough above mentioned. This tract is subject to inundation in

time of high water, which is also the case with the flat lands gen-

erally, situated on both sides of these rivers. Next above this

tract is a high point of land, elevated about 120 feet above the

water, and fronting immediately on the Alississippi, but sepa-

rated from the St. Peter’s by the tract above descrilmd. The

point is formed by the bluffs of the two rivers intercepting each

other. Passing up the river on the lirow of the Alississippi

Bluff, the ground rises gradually for the distance of about 600

yards, when an extensive broad valley of moderate depth com-

mences. But on the St. Peter’s the bluff retains nearly the same

altitude, being intersected occasionally by ravines of moderate

depth. A military work of considerable magnitude might be

constructed on the point, and might be rendered sufficiently se-

cure by occupying the commanding height in the rear in a suit-

able manner, as the latter would control not only thej)oiut, but

all the neighboring heights, to the full extent of a twelve pound-

er’s range. The work on the point would be necessary to control

the navigation of the two rivers, but without the commanding
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work in the rear, -wonld be liable to be greatly annoyed from a

height situated directly opposite on the other side of the Mis-

sissipi>i, whicli is here no more than al)out 250 yards -wide. This
latter height, hoAvever, A\muld not lie eligilile for a permanent
])ost, on account of the numerous radges and rardnes situated

immediat(dy in its rear.

Friday, 18. Floated all night, with no other inconvenience,

l)ut occasionally running upon sand-bars. Landed at the River
St. Croix for the purpose of examining the grorrnd situated be-

loAA' the mouth of that i-iver. At this place is a position rvell eal-

(udated for the command of both rivers, with the exception that

there' is an island of the IMississippi, several miles long, situ-

ated opi>osit(' to the confluence of the trvo. On the rvest side

of the ^Mississippi is a vefy small slough that separates the island

from the main land. This slough is navigable in high rvater,

but its navigation may be effectually obstructed by construct-

ing chev('ux de frise and sinking them in the channel. "With

this exception a military post might be established here to con-

sidei'able advantage and rvould be sufficiently secure by occupy-

ing a commanding ground situated in rear of the site proposed,

Avith an enclosed Avork constructed on the principle of the Alar-

tello ToAver.

The year 1819, in Avhich Colonel Henry LeA^emvorth came to

IMcndota I'eady to build Port Snelling, really ends the period of

early exploration, although trips of geographical and geological

investigation have been made up to the present time. In 1820

came LcAvis Cass and Henry RoAve Schoolcraft, Avho passed this

county, descending the riAum from Cass lake in 1820. The ex-

pedition reached Pike’s Avinter headquarters July 28, and one

day later they reached the garrison of Colonel LeA^enAvorth at

the present site of IMendota. In proceeding doAvn the Missis-

si})i)i August 2, a halt Avas made for examination of Caiwer’s

cave and again four miles further on at Little CrOAv’s Aullage.

.iournal of the exjiedition contains the folloAving:

“The village of Petit Coi'beau consists of tAvelve large lodges

Avhieh are said to giA^e shelter to 200 souls. They plant corn and

cultivate Aunes and pumpkins. They sallied from their lodges

on seeing us approach, and gathering along the margin of the

riA'cr, fired a feu de ,joie on our landing. The chief Avas among
the first to greet us. He is a man beloAV the common size, but

braAvny and Avell proportioned, and although over fifty years of

age, retains the look and vigor of forty. He invited us to his

lodge, a spacious building about sixty by thirty feet, substan-

tially constructed of logs ami bark. Being seated, he addressed

himself to Governor Cass. He referred to a recent attack of a

party of Pox Indians on their people, on the head Avaters of the
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St. Peters, lie said it Avas very dastardly and that if that lit-

tle tribe shmdd continue their attacks, they Avould at length

driA'e him into anger and compel him to do a thing he did not

Avish. A\diile this speech Avas lieing interpreted, the Indian Avoinen

Avere employetl in bringing baskets full of ears of Indian corn

from the field AA’hich they emptied in a pile.

“This pile. Avhen it had reached a formidable height, Avas of-

fered as a present. It Avas indeed tln^ l)eginning of the season

of green corn Avith them and Ave Avere soon apprised by the sound

of music from another lodge that the festival of the green corn

dance Avas going foiuvard. Being admitted to see the ceremonies,

the first thing Avhich attracted notice Avas the large iron kettles,

suspended over a fire, filled Avith green corn cut from the comb.

The Indians, both men and Avomeii, Avere seated in a large circle

around them; they Avere engaged in singing a measured chant

in the Indian manner, accompanied by the Sioux cancega, or

drum and rattles
;
the utmost solemnity Avas depicted on eA'ei'.A

countenance. AVhen the .music paused, there Avere certain ges-

ticulations marie as if a mysterious poAver Avere invoked. In

the course of these ceremonies a young man and his sister, join-

ing hands, came forAvard to be receiA^ed into the green corn so-

ciety, of Avhom questions Avere asked by the presiding official.

At the conclusion of these, the voice of each member Avas taken

as to Iheir admission, Avhich Avas unanimous. At the termina-

tion of the ceremonies, an elderly man came forAvard and ladled

out the contents of the kettles into separate Avooden dishes for

each head of a family present. As these dishes Avere receiA'ed,

the persons retired from the lodge by a backAvard movement,

still keeping their faces directed to the kettles till they had

passed out.'’

In the early part of 1823, iMajor Long made a second trip up
the ^Mississippi and explored the IMinnesota, being accompanied

by AVilliam 11. Keating and others. IMay 10 of that year the

Steamer Virginia, from St. Louis, landed at IMeudota, and this

Aucinity became easily accessible to all aaOio desired to gaze upoii

its broad expanse. lloAveAmr, there are scA’cral more explorers

Avho desei’Am at least a lirief mention. On this first steamer came
Constantino Beltrami, accompanied by IMajor Taliaferro. Bel-

trami conducted an expedition to the upper Avaters of the iMis-

sissippi river. In 1832 Schoolcraft again explored the iMissis-

sippi and reached its source, his former companion, Cass, being at

this time secretary of Avar.

In 1835 George AVilliam Featherstonhaugh, accompanied by
AVilliam AVilliams Aleyer, made a geological SAirA^ey of the state.

George Catlin, the Indian painter, made trips in this vicinity in
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1835-36. In the same year Joseph Nicholas Nicolett during his

joiirneys voyaged the waters of the county, and made a sec-

ond trip two years later. On this trip in 1838 he was accompa-

nied by J. C. Freeniout, whose name is associated Avith the early

history of other parts of the country.



CHAPTER IV.

INDIAN TREATIES.

Carver Grant—Pike Agreement—Peace After War of 1812—Fari-

bault Grants—Little Crow’s Visit to Washington—Prairie Du
Chien Treaty—Cass Treaty—Second Treaty of Prairie Du
Chien—Wabasha’s Treaty—Treaty With the Chippewas at

Ft. Snelling—Taliaferro Convention—Sioux Treaty of 1837

—

Doty Treaty—Treaty of Mendota.

From prehistoric times up to tlie visit of Pike in 1805-06 the

Indians remained in possession of what is now Dakota county

and were not affected by the changes in sovereignty made liy the

Avhites. From the time of this Ausit until the treaty of iMendota

in 1851 several agreements Avere made betAveen the Indians of

this Aucinity and the United States gOA'ernment in regard to iua;-

tual relations and the ceding of lands. These treaties gradually

diminished the rights of the Indians to the fair land that is

noAv Dakota county, until finally the last vestige of their soa'-

ereignty passed aAvay and became merely a matter of memory
and history.

The Carver Grant: It has l>een asserted (although Carver

himself never made mention of the incident in his Avritings) that

the Indians in this locality on May 1, 1767, through Iavo chiefs,

Ilavv-no-paAV-pat-an and Otoh-ton-gooni-Iish-eaAV, the former of

AAdiose sign Avas a picture of a heaver and the latter's that of a

snake, gaA'e Jolinathan Caiwer a grant of land running some

distance back from the river on the east side of the ^Mississippi

extending from St. Anthony Falls to Avhere the ChippcAva river

empties into the foot of Lake Pepin. This puriAorted deed un-

derAvent various Aucissitudes until Januaiy 23, 1823, Avhen the

United States senate decided that the grant had no binding effect

Avhatever.

The Pike Agreement. The fii’st agreement betAveen the Sionx

of this region and the United States goAmrnment Avas made Sep-

tember 23, 1805, by Zebulon M. Pike for the goA^ernment and Le

Petit Coi-beau (Little CroAv) and Way Ago Enagee for the In-

dians. This agreement granted to the gOAmrnment for military

purposes, tAvo tracts of land, one nine miles scpiare at the mouth

of the St. Croix and the other nine miles on each side of the Mis-

sissippi from beloAV the confluence of the ^Minnesota, to a point

69
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aljove the Falls of St. Anthony. This latter tract took in' laud
which is no-w a poition of both IMeudota and Eagan townships.

Idle tract at the month of the St. Croix "was not definitely lo-

cated as to exact hoiindaries, Imt doubtless included portions

of what are now Hastings and Eavenna. For these two tracts

the Indians were jiaid .i^2,()00 liy the United States Senate.

Peace After War of 1812. At the outbreak of the war lie-

tween the ITnited States and (J-i“eat Britain in 1812., the majority of

the Indians in this vicinity sided with the British at the instigation

of the Knglish and Canadian fur ti-aders. The lied Wing band
alone remained faithful, Imt, with the exception of one warrior,

did not participate actively in the conflict. One lirave of the

Kaposia band also nmiained loyal. This Indian, Tah-nuili-haw

by nauup Ixdieved by some historians to be the L ’Original Leve,

whom Pike calls “my good friend,” joined another warrior, Ilay-

pee-dan, at what is now Red AVing, and then made the trip down
Ihe rivei' to St. Louis, where the two reported to Oeneral Clarke

and did service in the American army. For his liravery and ef-

ficiency, Tah-mah-liaw received -a commission from General

Clarke as chief of the Red AA'ing liand. This, however, was doubt-

less a mistake on the part of the general, as lie evidently in-

tended that Tah-mah-haw should become chief of the Kaposia

band in jilace of Little Crow, who had forfeited his friendship

with the United States by joining the British.

In the meantime Joseph Renville, a half-lireed, had rallied

the chiefs of the Little Crow and AVabasha bands and after re-

ciuving a commission in the British army, marched with his fol-

lowers to the American frontier. These Sioux, Avith RenAulle at

their head. Avere present at the surrender of the United States

garrison at AlackinaAV.

In 1813 they Avere present at the siege of Fort Aleigs. One
afternoon, Avhile Renville Avas seated Avith AA'abasha and Little

CroAV (this Avas the grandfather of the Little CroAV of the 1862

uprising), an Indian presented himself and told the chiefs that

they Avere Avanted by the head men of the other Indian nations

there congregat(‘d. AAdien they arriAmd at the rendezvous, they

Avere surprised to find the AA'innebagoes had taken an American

captive and after roasting him, had apportioned his body in as

many dishes as there Avere nations. But the. chiefs and Ren-

ville Avere indignant at this inhumanity and Colonel Dickson be-

ing informed of the fact, the AAunnebago Avho Avas the author of

the outrage Avas turned out of camp.

The same bands of Indians Avere present at the cap-

ture of the American garrison, Forty Shelby at Prairie du Chien

a year later, and for a period occupied that garrison after its name

had been changed by the British to Fort McKay. That Little
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Crow was lieartily sorry for the part lie took in this war is sliown

by the following anecdote from McKeuney’s and Plall’s History

of the Indian Tribes of North America: “Soon after peace was
declared between the United States and Great Britain in 1815

the Sioux were invited by the commanding officer at Drum-
mond's Island to visit that post. On their arrival, the Indians

were informed liy the officer that he had sent for them to thank

them in the name of his majesty for the aid they had rendered

the British during the war and for the bravery they had dis-

lilayed on several occasions, as well as to commiiuicate the in-

telligence of the peace which had been declared between the

great belligerent parties. He concluded by pointing to a large

pile of goods that lay heaped upon the door, Avhich he told them
were intended as presents for themselves. The Little Crow re-

plied that his people had been prevailed upon by the British

to make war upon a people Avhom they scarcely knew and who
had never done them any harm. ‘Now," continued he, ‘after we
have fought. for you, endured many hardships, lost some of our

people and awakened the vengeance of a powerful nation, our

neighlmrs, you make i^eace for yourselves and leave \is to get

such terms as we can. You no longer need our services and

offer us these goods as, a compensation for having deserted its.

But no, we will not take them
;
we hold them and yourselves in

equal contempt.' So saying he spurned the articles of merchan-

dise with his foot and walked away.”

Jidy 19, 1815, a short time after the occurrence of the above

events, representatives of the United States met the head men
of this vicinity in a conference at Portage des Sioux (between

the Mississippi and the 5Iissouri rivers, about two miles from

their continence) and signed a treaty placing the Sioux of this

neighborhood “in all things and in every respect on the same

footing upon which they stood before tbe late war.” Perpetual

peace Avas promised and it Avas agreed that “eA'ery injury or act

of hostility committed Iiy one or either of the contracting par-

ties against the other shall be mutually forgUen and forgotten.'’

The tribes recognized the al)solute authority of the United States.

A similar treaty Avas signed at St. Louis, IMay 13, 1816, l>etAveen

bands of this neighborhood, but not Avithin the actual limits

of this county, including the Red AYing and tYabasha bands.

The Faribault Grant. (Pike's Island.) AugiTst 9, 1820, the

Sioux Indians gave the Avife of Jean Baptiste Faribaidt, a half-

blood, the tract of land since called Pike’s Island. FolloAving

is an extract from the deed: “AYe do hereby reserve, give, grant

and coiiAmy to Pelagie Farribault, Avife of Jean Baptiste Farri-

bault, and to her heirs foreA’er, the island at the mouth of the

RHer St. Pierre (Minnesota), being the large island containing
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l)y estimation :t20 acres. . . . Tlie said Pelagic Farribault

])(dng the daughter of F]-ancois Kinie, by a woman of our na-

tion.” At the treaty of 1837 Alexis Bailly sought to have this

deed acknowledged in the ti'eaty provisions, but failed in his

endeavor. Keturii I. Holcombe in
‘

‘IMinnesota in Three Cen-

1ui-ies” says: ‘‘At one time Pike’s Island—or Faribault’s Island

as it came to be called—was considered very valuable. J. B.

Fai‘il)ault lived on it in a somewiiat pretentious establishment

and had the greater ]>art of it under cidtivation. It was thought

that from its situation it was designed to he a great trading-

site. Staml)augh, acting for others, offered .+10,000 for it, but theof-

fer was r(d'used. Then, in 18‘2.3, and again in 1826, came a Missis-

sipjn river tlood Avldch submerged the island and well-nigh

washed away everything. The government finally decided that

the land helonged to the United States under the Pike treaty and
refused to allow the Faribaults anything for their improve-

ments.

Little Crow’s Visit to Washington in 1824. In the early part

of 182-1, Major Taliaferro, the Indian agent, Avas instructed by
the government to arrange a conference betAveen the president

and some of the Chi])peAva and Sioux chiefs and braves. Ac-

cordingly, in the spring, Little CroAV (The Walking Hunting

IlaAvk), Wabasha, W^ahnatah and others representing the Sioux,

stai-ted on a journey to AVashington, making the trip hy keel

boat to Prairie du Chien, Avhere they Avere joined by the Chip-

])eAvas. From there they Avent to Pittsburg by steamboat and

thence to Washington by rail. At Prairie du Chien, AVabasha

and Wahnatah, inthienced by the traders Avere inclined to turn

ba(dc, but Little CroAV said: ‘‘A"ou can do as you please, but

I am no coAvard, nor can my (mrs be pulled about by eAul coun-

cils. AY(‘ are here and should go on and do some good for our

nation. I have taken our father here (Taliaferro) by the coat

tail, and 1 Avill folloAV him until 1 take by the hand our great

American father.” At AYashington, the Indians had a satisfac-

tory intervicAV Avith the president, but Avere much more im-

])ressed hy a magician whose tricks they saw at a theater. Be-

fore returning they Adsited NeAV A^ork as Avell as AA'ashington.

AVhile in the east, Little CroAV Avas ]>resented Avith a ucav double

barrel shot gun hy Rev. Samuel Peters, an Episcopal clergyman,

Avho hy his gift of the gun and a promise to send a keel boat full

of goods as a present to the Kaposia band, induced that chief to

sign a certain paper. This clergyman claimed to have purchased

the Carver Grant (mentioned earlier in this Avork) from the

Cai-ver heirs and his gifts Avere doubtless made Avith a AueAV of

prejudicing the Indians in his behalf.

Prairie du Chien Treaty of 1825. The treaty of Prairie du
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Cliien, signed in 1825, whs important to the Sioux living in this

vicinity, in that it fixed certain boundaries. The eastern boun-

dary of the Sioux territory was to commence on the east bank

of the ^Mississippi, opposite the mouth of the “loway” river, run-

ning back to the l)lutt‘s, and along the bluffs to the Bad Ax river,

thence to the mouth of Black river, and thence to “half a

day’s march” below the falls of the Chippewa. The boundary

lines were certainly, in some respects, cpiite indefinite, and

whether this was the troidile or not, at any event, it was hut a

few months after the treaty when it was evident that neither the

Dakotas nor Ojihways were Avilling to be governed by the lines

established—and hardly l)y any others. The first article of the

treaty provided; “There shall he a firm and perpetual peace

l)etween tlie Sioux and the Chippewas
;
between the Sioux and

the confnderated tribes of Sacs and Foxes; and between the lo-

ways and the Sioux.’’ But this in’ovision was more honored in

the breach than the observance, and in a little time the tribes

named were flying at one another’s throats and engaged in their

old-time hostilities. On the part of the Sioux this treaty was

signed by Chiefs AYabasha, Little Crow, Standing Buffalo, Sleepy

Bye, Two Faces, Tah-sab-ghee, or “Ilis Cane”; Black Dog, AYah-

ah-na-tah, or “The Charger’’; lied AVing, Shakopee, Penishon

and Eagle Head, and also by a numl)er of head soldiers and

“principal men.” The Chippewa signers were Shingauba Wassa,

Gitche Gaubow, AVis Coup, or “Sugar,” and a number of sub-

chiefs and princii>al men.

Second Treaty of Prairie du Chien Signed in 1830. In 1830, a

second treaty with the Northwest Indian tribes was held at Prai-

ide d\i Chien. Delegates Avere present from four bands of the

Sioux, tlie Aledawakantons, the AVapakootas, the \Yahpatons and

the Sissetons, and also from the Sacs, the Foxes and loAvas, and

even from the (Amalias, Otoes and Alissouris, the homes of the last

three tribes being on the Alissouri river. At this treaty the In-

dian tribes represented ceded all of their claims to the land in

Avestern loAva, nortliAvestern Alissouri, and especiallj^ the coun-

try of the Des Aloines river Audley. The loAver bands had a spe-

cial article inserted in the treaty for the benefit of their half-

blood relatiAms;

“The Sioux bands in council have earne.stly solicited that they

might liaAm permission to bestoAV upon the half-breeds of their

nation the tract of land Avithin the folloAving limits, to-Avit ; Be-

ginning at a place called the Barn, beloAv and near the village of

the Red AAung chief, and running back fifteen miles; thence, in a

parallel line, Avith Lake Pepin and the Alississippi riA'er about

thirty-tAvo miles, to a point opposite Beef, or O’Boeuf, river,

tbenee fifteen miles to the Grand Encampment, opposite the river
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aforesaid, tlie Knited States agree to sufi’er said lialfd)reeds to

oecui)y saitl tract of country, they Iiolding the same title, and in

the same manner that otlier Indian titles are held.”

Omditicates, or “script,” "were issued to many half-lireeds,

and there was mindi specudation in them, and litigation over

them, in sid)sequent years, a matter of which will be treated later

in this history. The Sioux also ceded a tract of laud twenty
miles wide along the northeiui boundary of Iowa from the Mis-

sissip])i to the l)('s Moines, the consideration for Avhich was sj^2,000

in cash and .$12,000 in merchandise.

Taliaferro Convention. Xovembei- do, 1836, Lawrence Talia-

ferro, Indian agent, met the upper Sioux bands at Mendota and
secured fi'om them a relimpiishmeut of any title that they might

possess to the lands between the state of IMissouri and the Mis-

souri rivei-. TIk' signers for the Indians were Big Thunder (AYah-

kon-Tuidcah), Big Eagle, Iron Cloud, Afloat, Black Tomahawk,
Cloud Chief, Cood Road, Cray Iron and lie that Holds Five.

Tin* whites present aside from Alajor Taliaferro were Lieuten-

ant .1. AlcClnre, Lieutenant S. AI. Plummer, J. X. Nicollet and

Scott Campbell, the latter being the interpreter.

Treaty With the Chippewas at Fort Snelling. In Jidy, 1837,

about 1,200 Chi])i)cwas encamped about Fort Snelling, many of

them in what is now Alendota and Eagan townships. A treaty

was signed by the head men of these Chippewa bands, granting

theii- pine lands in Alinnesota and AAusconsin to the United States.

The Ka[) 0sia, Black Dog (Grey Iron) and Good Road bauds resid-

ing in this neighborhood had no interest in these lands and did

not participate in the treaty.

Sioux Treaty of 1837. This treaty was of utmost impor-

tance to the Dakota county Indians, in that the Sioux relin-

(piished all the lands tliey claimed east of the Alississippi river

and all the islands in that river, thus causing the migratory Ka-

posia band, whicli had previously had its headquarters at vari-

ous points east of the river from the St. Croix to St. Anthony’s

Falls, to locate on the Avest side of the river in what is noAV sec-

tion 2-1, South St. Paul, where previously they had pitched a feAV

scattered tepees.

The treaty Avas signed during a visit to AA'ashington in Sep-

tember, the party making the journey including prominent Avhite

nnui and poAverful chiefs and braves of this locality. The In-

dians from this vicinity Avhose names appear signed to the treaty

are Little CroAV (Big Thunder had become chief and in place

of the AYalking Hunting IlaAvk and had assumed the titular name
of Little CroAv) Gray Iron, chief of the old Black Dog band, and

Good Road, chief of the third Dakota county band.

The stipulations on the part of the United States in return
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for the laud ceded was as follows: First: To invest the sum of

.'}i300,000 in such safe and profitable state stock as the iiresident

may direct, and to pay to the chiefs and braves as aforesaid,

annually, forever, an income of not less than five per cent there-

on
;
a portion of said interest, not exceeding one-third, to be ap-

plied in such manner as the president may direct and the residue

to lie paid in specie, or in such other manner and for such objects

as the proper authorities of the tribe may designate. Second:

To pay to the i-elatives of the friends of the chiefs and braves

aforesaid, having not less than one-quarter of Sioux lilood, $110.-

000 to be distributed by the proper authorities of the tribe, upon

principles to be determined by tlie cliiefs and braves signing

this treaty and the War Department. Third: To apply the sum
of $90,000 to the payment of just debts of the Sioux Indians in-

terested in the lands herewith ceded. Fourth : To pay to the

chiefs and braves, as aforesaid, an annuity of twenty years of

$10,000 in goods to be purchased under direction of the president

and delivered at the expense of the United .States. Fifth : To

expend annually for twenty years for the benefit of .Sioux In-

dians, parties to this treaty, the .sum of $8.2.30 in the purchase

of medicines, agricultural implements and stock, and for the

support of a physician, farmers and blacksmiths and for other

beneficial objects. Sixth: In order to enalile the Indians afore-

said to break up and improve their lands, the United States will

supply as soon as practicable after the ratification of this treaty,

agricultural implements, mechanics’ tools, cattle, and such other

ai’ticles as may be useful to them to the amount not exceeding

$10,000. Seventh : To exj^end annually, for twenty years, the

sum of $5,500 in the purchase of provisions, to be delivered

at the expense of the United .States. Eighth; To deliver to the

chiefs and braves signing this treaty upon their arrival in St,

Louis $6,000 in goods. Two provisions granting Scott Campbell

the .sum of $150 annually for tAventy years and securing him in

the possession of 500 acres on the Avest side of the ^Mississippi

about a mile and a half beloAV Fort .Snelling Avere rejected by the

senate.

The Doty Treaty. The Doty treaty, made at Traverse des

Sioux, in July, 1841, failed to be ratified by the United .States

Senate. This treafy embodied a utopian dream that a territory

of Indians could be established, in Avhich the redmen Avould re-

side on farms and in Aullages, living their lives after the style

of the Avhites, liaA'ing a constitutional form of government, Avith

a legislature of their oaaui people elected by themseh'es. the gOA'-

ernor to be appointed by the president of the United States,

much along the plan still folloAved in tlie Indian Territory, ex-

cept that it embodied for the Indians a much higher type of
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citizenship than is found in the Indian Territory. The Indians
were to l>e taught the arts of peace, to he paid annuities, and to

l)e protected l>y the armies of the United States from their In-

dian enemies on tlie west. In return for these henefits to l>e con-
ferred upon the Indians, the United States was to receive all the
lands in what is now Minnesota, tlie Dakotas and nortlnvestern
Iowa, except small portions, which were to l)e reserved for the

redmen. This ceded land was for the most part to he opened
to the settlement of tlie whites, although the plan was to have
some of it reserved for Indian trilies from other parts of the

country who should sell their lands to the United States, and
who, in l)cing moved here, were to enjoy all the privileges which
had been so heautifully iilanned for the native Indians. But
no one can tell what Avould have been the result of this experi-

ment, for the Senate, for political reasons, refused to ratify the

treaty, and it failed of going into effect. This treaty Avas signed

by the Sisseton, Wahiiaton and AYalipakoota hands at Traverse
des Sioux, July Jl, 1841, and by the IMedaAvakanton hands at

Mendota, August 11 of the same year.

Treaty of Traverse des Sioux. In the spring of 1851 Presi-

dent Fillmore appointed Glovernor Alexander Ramsey and Luke
Lea as commissioners to open negotiation Avith the Indians for

the purpose of opening to settlement Avhat is noAV the greater

part of .Minnesota. The conference Avas held at Travei'se des

Sioux, hetAveen the chiefs and head men of the Sisseton and AVah-

paton, or Ujiper Bands, as they Avere called, and the tAVO com-

missioners. The Indians Avere accompanied by their families and
many prominent pioneers Avere also present, including AA'illiam

G. LeDuc, noAV of Hastings. The meeting Avas held under a brush

arbor erected by Alexis Bailly, and one of the incidents of the

proceedings Avas the marriage of tAvo mixed blood people, David
Fariliault and Nancy AVinona AlcClure, the former the son of

Jean Baptist Faribault and the latter of Lieutenant James AIc-

Glure. The treaty Avas signed Jidy 22, 1851, and provided that

the upper hands should cede to the United States all their land

in loAva as Avell as their lauds east of a line from the Red river

to Lake Traverse and thence to the nortliAvestern corner of loAAm.

Treaty of Mendota. From July 29, 1851, to August 5, Men-

dota Avas the scene of the conference Avhich opened this county

to Avhite settlement. The chiefs and head men of the loAver

hands Avere thoroughly familiar Avith the proceedings of the In-

dians and the representatiAms of the United States at Traverse

des Sioux and all Avere on hand that bright August day, Avaiting

for the negotiations to open at Alendota. The first session Avas'

held in the Avarehouse of the Fur Company at that place, but the

Indians found the atmosphere stifling, and not in accord Avith
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their usual luetliod of outdoor eouuc-ils, so the eoiisideration of

the treaty was taken up under a large l)rush arhor, erected by
Alexis Bailly, on an elevated i)Iain near the high prominence

known as Pilot Knob. Dr. Tlmnias Poster Avas secretary for

Commissioners Lea and Kamsey
;
the interpreters Avere Alexander

Faribault, Philander Perscott and Rev. G. II. Pond; the AAdiite

Avitnesses Avei-e David Olmsted, AY. C. Henderson, Alexis Bailly,

Richai-d Chute, Henry Jackson, A. L. Carpenter, W. H. Randall,

A. 8. II. AATiite, II. L. Dousman, Fred C. Sibley, Alartin AIcLeod,

George N. Fai-il)ault and Josepli A. AAdieeloek. On the opening

of the hrst day’s session the object of tlie gathering Avas fvdly

explained to the asseml)led Indians by the Avhite commissioners.

For the Indians, AYal»asha, of tlie AledaAvakantons, replied as fol-

lOAVS :

“The chiefs and Inaives Avho sit here have heard Avhat you

hav'e said from our Great Father. I haxe l)ut one tiling to say to

you, fathers, and then Ave Avill seiiarate for tlie day. 1 Avas among
those Avho Avent to AA’ashington and brought home the Avords of

our Great Father. Some of those here Avere there also, and some

Avho Avent are noAV dead. Accoialing to Avhat our Great Father

then said, Ave have some funds lying hack in his hands. AA^e

spoke of these funds to our fathers, the commissioners, Avho Avere

here fall before last. These men you see around you are anxious

to get that Avliich is due them before they do anything. That is

all 1 luiA'e to say noAV.”

A chief of the AA'ajiacoota tribe rose and displayed the medal

formerly Avorn by Chief AYabde ATili Kapi (AYar Eagle That Alay

Be Seenl, avIio Avas killetl by the Sacs and Poxes on the Des

kloines river in July, ISID. He said: “Aly race had four chiefs,

hut they have passed aAvay from us. The last one (AYar Eagle

That Alay Be. Seen) Avas made chief by my father. Governor

Ramsey, aaJio jilaced this medal about his neck. Father, 1 Avish

to have those aaJio have killed the OAvner of this medal, jiay for

it. The fall before last, you s])oke of this; the medal Avas then

all Woody, and if you Avill look at it you Avill see that it is still

so. I AAd.sh you to Avash that blood otf. 1 return it to you, and if

you Avill Avipe otf the blood, I Avill he glad.”

The commissioners reminded the Indians that in regard to

the money Avhich Avas due them under the treaty of 1837, a por-

tion of Avhieh Avas being Avithheld, the treaty provided that it Avas

to he paid to them at the direction and pleas\ire of the Great

Father, the president; that the Indians had agreed to this Avhen

they signed the treaty, tAvehm years preA'ious, and had neA'er com-

plained before. But Colonel Lea said that if the Intlians Avonld

come to an agreement in regard to the treaty, there Avouhl he no

troidile about the hack money. In regard to the medal, Avhich is
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kiioAvn in history as the bloody medal, owing to the Leaf Shoot-
er s poihie and figurative allusion to its ensanguined condition,
Governoi- Kamsey said that he had demanded from the president
that .$],()()() should l)e taken from the annuities of the Sacs and
Fox(*s and used as an emollient to cleanse the blood from the
medal; and that $1,0(10 should be taken from the Sac and Fox
fund for evei'y Sioux killed by them, and the amount turned over
to the relatives of the victims. He further said that in the exer-

cise of bis discretion, the president had concluded that the money
he was keeping ought to be expended in the education of the

Indian children, but that the mattei- could be settled amicably if

th(' treaty Avere speedily signed,. The next day a biuef council

Avas held under Alexis Bailly’s large bru.sh arbor, Avhich had been
Avell ai>pointed Avith stands, tables and seats for the chiefs. At
this session, AYabasha, Avithmd comment, returned a draft of the

treaty Avhich on the preAuous day had l)een presented to the

Imlians for their consideration. There Avas an embarrassing

silence tor a time, and CKlonel Lea said he ho])ed the treaty Avonld

soon be concluded, for he Avas at a great distance from his home,
and having been a long time acvay, Avas most anxious to return.

Chief AYacoota replied: “Our habits are different fi-oni those

of the Avhites, and Avhen Ave have anything important to consider

it takes us a long time. To this diplomatic remark. Colonel Lea

rejoined: “That is true; but this subject has been before you a

long time. AYu are chiefs, not Avomen and children; you can

certainly giAm us an ansAver tomorroAV.” The council then ad-

joAuaied for the day.

The next day, at the opening of the council AA^'abasha arose

and said he had listened to the Avords sent them l>y the Great

Father and Avhich the commissioners had delivered; “but,” con-

tinued he, “these other chiefs around me may have something to

say also. 1 Avill sit and listen to Avhat is said.” After a long,

constrained, and doubtless uncomfortable silence. Little CroAV,

graeefvd and deliberate, arose, and addressed the council. Little

CroAv, chief of the Kaposia hand, Avas, Avithout doubt, according

to the evidence of his contemporaries, the brainiest, shreAvdest

and most influential Indian then Avest of the Alississippi. Dressed

elaborately for the occasion, Avith a Avhite shirt and collar, a

gaudy neckchief, his tastefully embroidered medicine hag sus-

pended from his neck, a red l)elt, Avith a sihmr I'uckle, about his

Avaist, and Avearing a pair of elaborately beaded trousers and

moccasins, his long, black, curling hair, soft and almost as silken

as a Avhite Avoman’s, floAving over his shoulders, and AAuth his keen

lilack eyes alight—he Avas indeed a striking and attractive fig-

ure. Ilis voice, attuned to the forests and the Avaterfalls, had

nature’s OAvn musical intonations, and Avhen he liegan to speak
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even the little Indian children, playing about the outskirts of the

council, were silent. As reported by Alexander Faribault, the

chieftain said

:

“Fathers: These chiefs and soldiers, and others who sit here,

have something they wish said to you, and I am going to speak

it for them. There are chiefs here who are older than myself,

and I would rather they had sj^oken
;
but they have put it upon

me to speak, although I feel as if my mouth was tied. These

chiefs went to AVashington long ago and brougld back a good

report concunming the settlement of our affairs in the treaty

made there, and they and we were glad. But things that were

231’omised in that treaty have not taken ]>lace. This is why these

men sit still and say nothing. You 2)erhaps are ashamed tor dis-

graced; “ishtenya’’ in Sioux) of us; but you, fathers, are the

cause of its being so. They S2)eak of money that is due them ; it

was mentioned the other day to Governor Ramsey, and we simke

about it last fall, but we have not yet seen the money. AVe tlesire

to have it laid down to us. It is money due on the ohl treaty,

and I think it should be paid; we do not want to talk about a

new treaty until it is all ]:)aid.
”

The commissioners again declared that under the treaty the

money which had been withheld was to be exj:)ended by the direc-

tion of the president, and he had decided to apply it to the edu-

cation of the Indian (diildren. Pei-haps, they said, there has been

a misunderstanding as to what the other treaty meant. They

desired now to make a treaty that would be so plain that there

could, and would be no dordit, as to its meaning. Governor Ram-

sey then said: “If this treaty can be arranged . as much money
will be paid down to you as will be equal to your usual cash

annuities for three years.'" The governor then thought to bring

matters to an immediate conclusion. “Do you wish,’’ he asked,

“that this amount be i“iaid to you as your other annuities have

been?’’ The chiefs made a murmur of ai)parent assent, and the

governor continued: “Do all the peojile want it j^aid in that

way?’’ Little Crow replied that if it Avere divided for the

Indians by the Avhites it woidd jArobably be best; if the Indians

undertook to divide it there might be some difficulty. GoAurnor

Ramsey reiAlied that the money Avas in “money boxes,’’ and a

long time avoxaRI be required to count the money and get it ready,

and in the meauAvhile they Avould go ahead Avith the treaty. But

Little CroAV said: AYe Avill talk of nothing else Init that money,

if it is until next spring. That lies in the Avay of a treaty. I

speak for others, and not for myself.’’

After some protests against further delay on the jxart of the

commissioners, the Indians saying nothing, the council adjourned

until it should be called by the Indians. The next day the Indi-
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ans remained in their <iuarters until late in the afternoon, when
messengers eame saying that the chiefs were all assembled at the

council house and wished their white fathers to attend. Very
soon tlie council was in session, hnt after the opening there was
a long silence. Finally Anah-ga-nalizhee (Stands Astride), the

second chief, or head soldier of the band of his brother, Shako-
pee, remai-ked that it had been decided in council, the Indian

council, that AVacoota should speak to the Indians. But AVacoota

asked to he excused, and that some other Indian should speak.
“1 am of the same mind with my friend here, AVahasha, and will

sit and listen,” said Waeoota. There was no response. After

a long Avait the commissioners went over the Avhole subject

again, and the Indians yet remaining silent, Colonel Lea at last

said: “It is plain that the AledaAvakanlons do not Avish to sell

their lands. 1 hope they aauII not regret it. This grieves my
heart, and I knoAV it Avill make the heart of your Great Father

sad. Say to the chiefs and head men that Ave are all ready to

meet them here tomorrow, or at any other time and place they

desire.” 'File commissioners noAV hastily adjourned, apparently

in great ill humor, leaving the chiefs still on the benches,

astounded at the conduct of their Avhite brothers. There Avas an

interregnum in the proceedings for four days. The time Avas

spent by the Avhites in privately preparing a treaty Avhieh Avould

l)(‘ acceptable to the Indians. The AledaAvakantons had become

pai'tially reconciled. Tlie head chief, AVahasha, Avas still opposed

to any treaty as it had been ])i‘oposed, hut Little CroAv and other

Buh-chiefs Avere in favor of one if the terms Avere fairly liberal

and the asseiit of their hands could he obtained. Little CroAV

was partimdarly for a treaty and the sale of the big expanse of

land to the AvestAvard, Avhich, he said, did his people no good,

which Init very feAV of his hand had ever A'isited, and Avhicli he

himself had never seen. lie disliked to abandon his old Kaposia

home, because of its associations. Here Avere the graves of his

lather and mother and other kinspeople
;
here Avas the site of his

birthplace ami of his boyhood, and here he had been chief of the

old and notcul band of his ancestors for more than four years.

But Little CroAv Avas shreAvd and intelligent, and knCAV that the

Avhites Avere pressing upon his people as they had pressed upon

the other red people, and that the result would be the same as it

had l)een—the Indians Avovdd be compelled to leave their country

and niOAU" on. The Avise course, therefore, it seemed to him, Avas

to obtain the best terms possible—to get all of the money and

(dher sup])lies and the best pmananent reseiwation to be had. It

Avas asserted that Little CroAV had been Avell bribed by the

traders, and by the commissioners, too, and that his opinions

Avere the result of substantial considerations. If the charge Avere
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true, the couduet of Little Crow was somewhat strange. He
spoke against considering the treaty until the money tliat was
being held back should be paid in hand. He demanded a reserva-

tion that should come down the I\Iiuuesota to Traverse des Sioux,

and he wanted all the money and goods, and the most favorable

terms generally that coidd be had. He was in frequent consulta-

tion with the commissioners during the days of waiting, and at

the last announced that he was ready to sign the treaty, although

some of the Indians had sworn that they would shoot the first

man of their tribe Avho put his hand to the goose Ciuill prepara-

tory to sul)scribing to the hated contract.

i\Ionday, August 5, was an eventful day in the deliberations.

The council met at 11 o’clock in the morning, and Chief Good
Hoad, of one of the band about Fort Suelliug, was tlie first

speaker. He said: “AYe have several things to say about the

various matters before Ave sign this treaty.” Colonel Lea replied:

“The treaty has been prepared after we have all agreed as to its

terms, and it is best not to delay any further. AA"e Avill have the

treaty read in English and explained in the Dakotah language,

so that all can see that it is a good treaty.” Rev. S. R. Riggs,

the missionary, read the treaty slowly, and explained it in tSioux

very fully. GoA’ernor Ramsey then .said: “The chiefs and head

men have heard the treaty in their OAvn language. AA'ho Avill

sign first?’’ There was a silence of some minutes, Avhen Colonel

Lea indicated that Little CroAV should be the first to sign, but the

chief smiled and shook his head. At last AA'abasha arose and

said

:

“A^ou have requested us to sign this i>aper, and you have told

these people standing around that it is for their benefit; but I do

not think so. In the treaty you have read you mention a lot

about farmers, schools, physicians, traders and half-breeds, Avho

are to be paid out of the money. To all of these 1 am opposed.

A^ou see these chiefs sitting around here. Tliey and some others,

Avho are dead, went to AYashington tAveh'e years ago and made
a treaty in which some things Avere said; but Ave Avere not bene-

fited by them, and I Avant them struck out of this one. AYe Avant

nothing but cash for our lauds. Another thing: A"ou liaAm

named a place for our home, but it is a prairie country. 1 am a

man used to the Avoods, and do not like the prairies
;
perhaps

some of these Avho are here Avill name a place Ave Avould all like

better. Another thing : AAlien 1 Aveut to AYashington to see our

Great Father, he asketl us for our laud, and Ave gave it to him,

and he agreed to furnish us Avith provisions and goods for tAventy

years. I Avish to remain in this country until that time expires.”

Colonel Lea made an indignant and severe reply to AAhil)asha,

although as a matter of fact AA'ahasha’s request Avas not perhaps
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so very uureasoiial)le. The colonel declared that the chief had a

toi'k(*tl tongue, and was neither the friend of the white man or

tlie Indians. “AYe know tliat the treaty does not meet his views,

and we do not expect to be able to make one that will suit him,’'

said Colonel Lea. “AA"e know that he tried to deceive the Indi-

ans and us. lie Avanted to liaA-m the AladaAvakantons and AA’^ah-

jiakootas make a treaty by themselves—a separate treaty—and
leaA'c out tlie upper bands altogether. lie. did not AAUint them to

have a good treaty unless he could dictate just Iioaa^ it should be.

He advised you to ask ()()(),000 for the land, Avhieh he kncAV

Avas a foolish proposition. AYe are surprised to find a chief like

him, AA’hose father and grandfather AAmre great chiefs. AYe liaAm

talked much about this treaty, and Ave liaA'^e AAudtten and signed

it, aiid noAV it is too late to talk of changing it.” After Colonel

Lea had finished tliis stinging rebuke, AAdiieh must have gone deep

to the heart of the proud old chief, there Avas evitlent dissatis-

faction among the Indians. Governor Ramsey ([uiekly asked:

‘‘AYill either of the principal chiefs sign? Do they say yes or

no?” But tliey said neither. They Avere silent for a time, and
evidently displeased. F'or a AAdiile it looked as though the papers

Avouhl not receive a single Indian signature. At last Bad Hail,

the second chief of Gray Iron’s band, arose and said that if

tAvo claims against the Avhites could be settled, he and others

Avovdd sign. Chief Shakopee then came forAvard and laid before

tlu‘ commissioners a Avritten deed, made and signed by the

Indians in 18;->7, and conveying to their kinsAvoman, Airs. Lucy
Bailly (nee Faribault), the Avife of Alexis Bailly, three sections

of land, including the ])resent site of the toAvn of Shakopee. The

chief said the Indians desired that this land be secured to Airs.

Bailly by the treaty; or that, instead, the sum of !|^10,000 in cash

b(" paid her. Bad Hail presented another paper, proAuding that

a provision be made in the treaty for the reservation of several

hundi'ed acres for the heirs of Scott Campbell, the noted old

iiderpreter at Fort Snelling. Stands Astride, the second chief

of Shakopee ’s band, demanded that the reciuest made in both

pai)ers be complied Avith. But Colonel Lea replied: “Our Great

Father Avill not alloAV us to Avrite such things in treaties. If you

Avish to pay Airs. Bailly $10,000, yo\i can do so out of your OAvn

money AAdien the treaty is ratified, and you can pay Scott Camp-

bell’s heirs as much as you please; the money aauII be yours.”

Little CroAV again spoke, and Avas, as before, listened to Avith the

deepest attention. He said he had been raised in a country

Avhere there Avere plenty of trees and extensive Avoods, in Avhich

AA’ild game coidd be found. If the Indian reservations Avere made

to extend eastAvard to Traverse des Sioux, there Avould be plenty

of Avoods, and he Avould be satisfied. The land provided for the
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future liome of liis baud Avas too much prairie. Shakopee's

brother now came forward, and speaking very loudl}^ and earn-

estly, and to tlie point, said he represented the Indian soldiers,

or braves, and Avas one of the OAvners of tlie land. “The chiefs

don’t seem to do anything,” he said, “and aa'c must 1m heard.’"

Like Little CroAV, he thought the east line of the proposed reser-

Amtion Avas too high up in the prairies, and he indicated Lake

Minnetonka and I\Iinnehaha creek as the locality Avhere he

thought the IMedaAvakantons avoaiLI, in the future, be Avilling to

live and die, to make it the perpetual home of the band. He said

the soldiers Avere satisfied Avith the other parts of the treaty.

Governor Ramsey saAV a valuable opportunity. He began fiatter-

ing not only the Avarrior Avho had spoken, but also the otlier

Indian soldiers, saying they had spoken out boldly and like men.

The commissioners, he said, have been Availing to hear Avhat the

Avarriors Avanted. “AIoav, “ said the governor, “Ave Avill come
doAvu Avith the reservation to the Little Rock river, Avhere it

empties into the Minnesota
;

this line Avill certainly give you
timl)er enough.’’ Another soldier arose and demanded tliat the

treaty Avith the ChippeAvas be abrogated so that he and the other

Sioux could go to Avar against them AvheneAuu- they pleased. Xo
attention Avas paid to this speech, except to laugh at it. Then
Chief AYacoota, the mild-mannered, gentle-hearted head of the

Red AA'ing band, arose, and speaking someAvhat sloAvly and de-

liberately, made a someAvhat lengthy speech, in Avhich he said

that the treaty Avas all right upon its face, but the Indians, and

he among them, feared that Avheii it Avas taken to AVashingtou it

Avould be changed to their great injury, just as the treaty of

1837 had been changed. “I say it in good feeling,” declared

AA'acoota, “but 1 think you yourseHes belicA'e it Avill l)e changed

Avithout our consent, as the other treaty Avas." He said, as

to fiAture reservation, he Avanted it south of Avhere he and his

band then liAmd (in the Cannon riAmr country), or he Avoidd like

his particular imseiwatioii to be at Pine Island or on the Alis-

sissippi, Avhich locality, he asserted, Avas a good place for the

Indians. He Avanted this condition put in the treaty if it Avas

right and just, but if not, then “say no lAiore about it.” He
declared he Avas pleased Avith the treaty generally, but hoped that

tlie farming for the Indians Avould be lietter done than it had

l)een. GoAmrnor Ramsey complimented AYacoota -“as a man I

ahvays listen to AA-itli great respect.” AA'acoota, it Avill thus be

seen, Avanted the reservation in the south part of Avhat is uoav

Alinnesota, practically in Avhat is noAv Goodhue county, others

Avanted it in other places, in fact, there Avas so Avide a diA'ersity

of opinion that the red men Avould probably iieA'er haA-e agreed

among themselves, eA’en if the matter had been left entirely to
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them. The commissioners honestly considered that they had
selected a good place tor the Indian reservation. There wonld
he plenty of wood and Avater, and the Indians could contmiie to

hunt in the big Avoods and elseAAdiere in their former hunting
grounds as usual until the Avhites should come in and settle upon
tlie lands.

W'aliasha uoav arose and asketl Avhether or not it Avas designed

to distinguish the chiefs and second chiefs by marks of distinc-

tion, and alloAV them more money than the common Indians

should i-eceive. Colonel Lea ansAvered; “Wakasha uoav talks

like a man.” The colonel said that it Avas due to the station and
1‘esponsihility of the chiefs that they should he distinguished

fi'om the other Indians, lie said that each chief ought to have a

iiK'dal and a good house to live in, so that AAdien his friends came
to see him they could be accommodated ])roperly. AVahasha again

arose. This time he turned his hack u])Ou the commissioners and
s]K)ke to his Avarriors someAvhat vehemently, hut Avith dignity.

‘‘A'oung men,” he said, ‘‘you have declared that the chief Avho

got up tirst to sign the treaty, you Avould like killed; it is this

talk that has caused all the difficulty. It seems that you have

agi-eed among yourselves that you Avill sell the laud, and you
have dom* it in the dark. I Avant you to say uoav outright, before

all the peo])le here, Avhether you are Avilling to sell the land.”

Shakopee's brother, the speaker for the Avarriors, sprang to his

feet ami called out excitedly: ‘‘AYabasha has accused us of

something Ave never thought of. The Avarriors heard that the

chiefs Avere making a treaty and they did not like it, for the

land really belongs to the Avarriors and not to the chiefs; but

they nev(M- spoke of killing the chiefs. It Avas true that the sol-

diers hav'e got together and agreed to sell the land
;
they have

told him so, and uoav I have said so.” Governor Ramsey, seeing

Ibis opportunity, qiAiekly said: ‘‘This, then, being the under-

standing, let the soldiers tell us Avhat chief shall sign first.”

Aledicine Dottle, the head soldier of Little CroAv’s Kaposia band,

arose and said: “To the people aa4io did not go to AA'ashington

and make the treaty—to them belongs the land on this side of the

river. There is one chief among us AAdio did not go to AA^ashington

at that time, and the soldiers Avant him to sign first. He has been

a great Avar chief, and he has been our leatler against the Chip-

jACAvas. It is Little CroAV. AVe Avant him to sign first.” Little

CroAV promptly arose. AVithout a tremor he faced the seoAvling

Avarriors avIio had opposed the treaty, and in his Avell known
clarion voice, keyed to a high pitch, he thus addressed them

:

“Soldiers, it has been said by some of you that the first that

signs this treaty you Avill kill. Noav I am Avilling to be first,

but I am not afraid yon Avill kill me. If yoAi do, it Avill be all
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right. A man has to die sometime, and he can die but once.

It matters little to me when my time comes, nor do I care much
how it comes, though 1 would rather die fighting our enemies.

1 believe this treaty will be best for the Dakotas, and I will

sign it, even if a dog kills me before I lay down the goose quill.”

Then, turning to the commissioners, he said: “Fathers, I hope

you will be willing to let our new reservation come down to the

Traverse des Sioux, so that our people can be comfortable and

not crowded, and have plenty of good hunting and fishing-

grounds. The Swan lake and other lakes have plenty of fish

and wild rice and there is plenty of wood. Eoek creek is not

far enough down for us. I am glad that we can hunt in the big

woods as heretofore, but 1 hope you will bring our new home
down to Traverse des Sioux.” If Little Crow’s request had been

granted, the eastern boundary of the new reservation Avould have

extended about forty miles below Rock creek, or two miles east

of St. Peter, and would have included the present sites of that

city. New Uhn and Mankato. The commissioners declined the

request. Colonel Lea said: “The reservation is all right as it

is.” Governor Ramsey said: “"We have marked out a large

piece of land for your home
;
the soldiers asked us for more and

Ave gave it. It is all that Ave can do.” Colonel Lea added: “No
man puts any food in his mouth by much talk, but often gets

hungry if he talks too long. Let the Little CroAV and the other

chiefs step forAvard and sign.” Findmg the commissioners firm.

Little CroAv noAv stepped to the table and, being handed a chair,

sat doAAm and signed each of the duplicate copies of the treaty.

It has been said that Little CroAv Avas taught to Avrite by the Roav

Briggs at Lae qui Parle, and another account declares AAuth

equal assurance that his teacher Avas the Rcav Dr. Williamson,

at Kaposia. To the treaty Little CroAV signed his original name,

Tah 0-ya-te Doota, meaning His Red Nation. Wabasha Avas the

next to sign, making his mark. Then the other chiefs, head

soldiers and principal Avarriors crOAvded around to affix their

marks. In all, there Avere sixty-five Indian signatures. Of Wa-
coota’s band, the folloAving affixed their signatures: Chief AYah-

koo-tay, the Shooter
;

his head soldier. Iron Cloud
;
and his

Ijrincipal AAmrriors, Good Iron Voice, Stands on the Ground,

Stands Above, Sacred Fire, Red Stones, Sacred Blaze, and Iroi.

Cane.

At Alendota, as at Traverse des Sioux, AAdien the treaty Avas

concluded, each Indian signer stepped to another table AAdiere

lay another paper Avhieh he signed. This Avas called the traders’

paper, and Avas an agreement to pay the “just debts,” so called,

of the Indians, including those present and absent, aliAm and

dead, OAving to the traders and the trading company. Some of
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the accounts u’ere nearly thirty years old, and the Indians who
had contracted them were dead; but the bands willingly assumed
the indebtedness and agreed that it might be discharged out of

the first money paid them. The territory ceded by the two
treaties was declared to be; “All their lands in the state of

Iowa, and also all their lauds in the territory of Minnesota lying

<‘ast of the following line, towvit; Beginning at the junction of

Buffalo river Avith the Bed Eiver of the North (about twelve

miles north of IMorehead, at Georgetown station, in Clay county),

thence along the Avestern bank of said Red River of the North,

to the mouth of the Sioux Wood river; thence along the Avestern

l)ank of said Sioux AVood river to Lake Traverse; thence along

the Avestern shore of said lake to the southern extremity thereof;,

thence, in a direct line, to the juncture of Kampeska lake Avith

the Tehan-Ka-Sna-Duka, or Sioux river
;
thence along the Avestern

bank of said ri\mr to its point of intersection Avith the northern

line of the state of loAva, including all islands in said rHers and

lakes.
”

The loAver l)ands, in Avhich designation Avere included ACa-

coota’s and AVabasha’s bands, Avere to receive $1,410,000, to be

paid in the manner and form following : For settling debts and

removing themselves to the ncAV reservation, $220,000, one-half to

the Medawakanton bands, and one-half to the single AYahpa-

koota band
;
for schools, mills, and opening farms, $30,000. Of

the principal of $1,410,000, the sum of $30,000 in cash was to be

distributed among the tAvo bands as soon as the treaty was

ratified, and $28,000 Avas to be expended annually, under the

president’s direction, as follows: To a civilization fund, $12,000;

to an educational fund, $6,000 ;
for goods and provisions, $10,000.

The balance of the principal, or $1,160,000, Avas to remain in trust

Avith the United States at five per cent interest, to be paid

annually to the Indians for fifty years, commencing July 1,

1852. The $58,000 annuity interest was to be expended as the

first installment—$30,000 in cash, $12,000 for civilization, $6,000

for education, and $10,000 for goods and provisions. The back

anmiities under the treaty of 1837 remaining unexpired Avere

also to be paid annually. Their reservation Avas to extend from

the mouth of the YelloAV Aledicine and Hawk creek southeasterly

to the mouth of Rock creek, a tract twenty miles wide and about

forty-five miles in length. The lialf-breeds of the Sioux were to

receive in cash $150,000 in lieu of lands allowed them under the

Prairie du Chien treaty of 1830, but Avhich they had failed to

claim.

The written copies of the Traverse des Sioux and the Men-

dota treaties, duly signed and attested, were forwarded to AVash-

ington to be acted upon by the senate at the ensuing session of
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Congress. An unreasonably long delay resulted. Final action

was not bad until the following suinnier, Avlien, on July 23,

the senate ratified botli treaties with important amendments.

The provisions for reservations for both the upper and lower

bands were stricken out, and substitutes adopted, agreeing to

I)ay ten cents an acre for both reservations, and authorizing the

^mesident, with the assent of the Indians, to cause to be set apart

other reservations, which were to be Avithin the limits of the

original great cession. The provision to pay if5l50,000 to the

halfJjloods of the loAver bands Avas also stricken out. The

treaties, Avith the changes, same back to the Indians for final

ratification and agreement to the alterations. The chiefs of the

loAver bands at first objected A-ery strenuously, but finally, on

Saturda.y, September 4, 1852, at Governor Ramsey’s residence

in St. Paul, they signed the amended articles, and the folloAving

i\Ionday the chiefs and head men of the upper bands affixed

their marks. As amended, the treaties Avere proclaimed by
President Fillmore February 21, 1853. The Indians Avere alloAved

to remain in their old Aullages, or, if they preferred, to occupy

their reservations as originally designated, until the president

selected their ncAv homes. That selection Avas neAmr made, and

the original reserA'ations Avere finally alloAved them. The remoAml

of the loAver Indians to their designated reservation began in

1853, but Avas intermittent, interrupted, and extended over a

period of several years. The Indians Avent up in detachments,

as they felt inclined. After living on the reserAmtion for a time,

some of them returned to their old hunting grounds about Men-

dota, Kaposia, AVabasha, Red AVing and the Cannon river

counti’y, Avhere they liA’ed continuously for some time, Ausiting

their reservation and agency only at the time of the payment
of their annuities. Finally, by the offer of cabins to lAe in, or

other substantial inducements, nearly all of them Avere induced

to settle on the ReclAvood ReserA'e, so that in 1862, at the time

of the outbreak, less than tAventy families of the AledaAvakantons

and AVahjAakootas Avere liAung off’ their resei’Amtion. AA'ith the

subsequent history of these Indians this A olume Avill not deal in

detail; the purpose of treating Avith the Indians tlurs far in this

chapter having been to sIioav the Amrious negotiations by Avhich

Goodhue county and the surrounding territory came into the

possession of the Avhites and Avas thus opened for settlement and

development.

Alany of the signers of this treaty Avere Dakota county In-

dians. Among the signatures are the folloAving : Of the Kaposia

band—Chief Little CroAv (His Red Nation)
;
his head soldier,

Aledicine Bottle, and the folloAAung leading Avarriors : Teepe Top,

alias Jim, alias ‘'Old Thad”; Black TomahaAvk, Shakes the Earth
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as lie Walks, Rattling Runner, AYalks on Sacred Stones, Red AYar
Eagle, Aloves the Shadows, AVhite Dog, A^ellow Leg, and Good
Tlumder. Of Gray Iron’s hand (the old Black Dog band). Chief

Cloud Alan; his head soldier. The Star, and his principal men,
Ihttle Whale, The Smoker, Other AA’ind, and The Rambler. Of
Good Road’s hand—Chief Good Road; his head soldier, Roaring-

Walking AA^ind; Track Alaker, and Dog.

Of these, the subsequent record of Little Crow is well known.
Ills head soldier, Aledicine Bottle, was tlie murderer hanged with

Chief Shakopee at Fort Snelling in 1865. Black Tomahawk was
a well known warrior and hunter. Rattling Runner was one of

the thirty-eight Sioux hanged at Alankato in December, 1862.

AVhite Dog preteiuled to adopt the ways of the white farmer, hut

in 1862 figured prominently in the amhiiscade at Redwood Perry

and was also lianged at Alankato, although he protested his inno-

cence. The AValker on the Sacred Stones (Old Too-kah-nah-na-

manne) had been head soldier of the Kaposia band for Big

Thunder, and for His Red Nation. He finally became a Christian

Indian, took the name of AVilliam Columbus, and died near Alor-

ton. Good Thunder became a Christian, and took up farming,

being also a scout for General Sildey. He died near Alorton in

1904. Chief Gray Iron died a few years after the treaty and was

succeeded by his son, the Great AVar Eagle, comomnly called Big

Eagle, who died near Granite Falls in the winter of 1906. Bad
Hail was prominent as head soldier and at one time was the sub-

chief of a small hand. Chief Good Road was at the head of but

a small hand.



CHAPTER V.

GOVERNMENTAL HISTORY.

Early Claims of Title—Spain, France and England—Treaties and
Agreements—The Louisiana Purchase—Indiana—Louisiana

District—Louisiana Territory—Missouri Territory—North-

west Territory—Illinois Territory—Michigan Territory

—

Wisconsin Territory—Iowa Territory—No Man’s Land—Sib-

ley in Congress—Minnesota Territory—Minesota State.

—

Compiled from Manuscripts of Hon. F. M. Crosby.

The history of the early government of what is now southern

i\Iinnesota, is formulated with some difficulty, as, prior to the

nineteenth century, the interior of the county was so little

known, and the maps upon Avhieh claims and grants were founded

were so meagre, as well as incorrect and unreliable, that descrip-

tions of boundaries and locations as given in the early treaties

are vague in the extreme, and very difficult of identification with

present day lines and locations.

The lion. J. V. Brower, a scholarly authority upon this sul)-

ject, says—(“The ^Mississippi River and Its Sources”) : “Spain,

by virtue of the discoveries of Columl)us and others, eonlirnied

to her by papal grant (that of Alexander VI, Dlay -1, 1493), may
be said to have been the first European owner of the entire valley

of the jMississippi, but she never took formal possession of this

part of her domains other than that incidentally involved in De
Soto’s doings. The feeble objections which she made in the next

two centuries after the discovery, to other nations exploring and

settling North America, were successfuly overcome by the force

of accomplished facts. The name of Florida, now so limited in

its application, was first applied by the Spaniards to the greater

l^art of the eastern half of North America, commencing at the

Gulf of Mexico and proceeding northward indefinitely. This ex-

pansHeness of geogTaphical view was paralleled later by the

definition of a Ncav France of still greater extent, which practi-

cally included all the continent.

“L’Escarbot, in his history of NeAV France, written in 1617.

says, in reference to this :
‘ Thus our Canada has for its limits

on the west side the lands as far as the sea called the Pacific,

on this side of the Tropic of Cancer
;
on the south the islands of

the Atlantic sea in the direction of Cuba and the Spanish land

;

89
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on the east the northern sea whieh bathes New France; and on
the north the land said to be unknown, toward the icy sea as far

as the arctic pole.’

“•ludging also by the various grants to individuals, noble and
otlLcrwise, and ‘companies,’ whieh gave away the country in

latitudinal strii>s extending from the Atlantic westward, the Eng-
lish Avere not far behind the Spaniards and French in this kind
of effrontery. As English colonists never settled on the Missis-

sippi in pursuance of such grants, and never performed any acts

of authority there, such shadoAvy sovereignties may be disre-

garded here, in spite of the fact that it Avas considered necessary,

many years later, for various states concerned to convey to the

Ibiited States their rights to teimitory Avhieh they never owned or

ruled OAmr.

“Thus, in the most arbitrary manner, did the ^Mississippi lUAmr,

though yet unknoAvn, become the property, SAiccessively, of the

Iberian, Gaulish and Anglo-Saxon races—of three peoples who,

in later times, by diplomacy and force of arms, struggled for an

actual occupancy. Practically, hoAvever, the upper Mississippi

valley may be considered as having been in the first place, Cana-

dian soil, for it Avas Frenchmen from Canada Avho first visited it

and traded Avith its Amrious native inhabitants. The further

prosecution of his discoveries by La Salle, in 1682, extended

Canada as a French possession to the Gulf of Mexico, though he

did not use the name of Canada nor yet that of Ncav France. He
preferred to call the entire country watered by the Mississippi

river and its tril>utaries, from its uttermost source to its mouth,

by the neAv name he had already invented for the purpose,

—

Louisiana. The name of Canada and Ncav France had been in-

differently used to express about the same extent of territory,

Init the name of Loiiisiana noAv came to supercede them in being

applied to the conjectural regions of the Avest. Although La
Salle has applied the latter expression to the entire valley of the

Mississippi, it Avas not generally used in that sense after his time,

the upper iiart of the region was called Canada, and the loAver

LoAiisiana; but the actual dividing line betAveen the tAvo provinces

Avas not absolutely established, and their names and boundaries

Avere variously indicated on published maps. Speaking generally,

the Canada of the eighteenth century included the Great Lakes

and the country drained by their tributaries
;
the northern one-

fourth of the present state of Illinois, that is, as much as lies

north of the mouth of the Eock river; all the regions lying north

of the northern Avatershed of the Missouri, and finally, the valley

of the upper Missouri itself.” This Avoidd include Dakota

county.

But it is noAV necessary to go back tAvo centuries previous
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and consider the various explorations of the ^Mississippi upon

which were based the claims of the European monarchs. Possibly

the mouth of the IMississippi had been reached by Spaniards pre-

vious to 15dl, possibly Hibernian missionaries as early as the

middle of the sixth century, or Welsh emigrants (Madoc), about

1170, discovered North America by way of the Gulf of Mexico,

but historians give to Hernando de Soto and his band of ad-

venturers the credit of having been the first white men to actually

vieAv the IMississippi on its course through the interior of the

continent and of being the first ones to actually traverse its

Avaters. De Soto sighted the Mississippi in IMay, 15dl, at the

head of an expedition in search of gold and precious stones. In

the folloAving spring, Aveary Avith hope long deferred, and Avorn

out Avith his adventures, De Soto fell a victim to disease, and

died l\Iay 21, loll. His folloAvers, greatly reduced in number
by sickness, after Avandering about in a vain searching, built

three small Amssels and descended to the mouth of the Mississippi,

being the first Avhite men to reach the outlet of that great riA^er

from the interior. IIoAveAmr, they Avere too Aveary and dis-

couraged to lay claim to the country, and took no notes of the

region through Avhich they passed.

IMay 13, 1673, Jaciues jMarquette and Louis Joliet, the former

a priest, and the latter the commander of the expedition, set out

Avith five assistants, and on June 17th, of the same year reached

the IMississippi at the present site of Prairie du Chieu, thence

continuing doAvn the river as far as the mouth of the Illinois,

AAdiieh they ascended
;
subsequently reaching the lakes.

La Salle, hoAvever, Avas the first to lay claim to the entire

Anlley in the name of his soA^ereign. After achieAung perpetual

fame by the discovery of the Ohio river (1670-71), he conceived

the plan of reaching the Pacific by Avay of the northern IMissis-

sippi (at that time unexplored and supposed to lie a AvaterAvay

connecting the two oceans). Frontenae, then governor-general

of Canada, faA’ored the plan, as did the King of France. Ac-

cordingly, gathering a company of Frenchmen, he pursued his

Avay through the lakes, made a portage to the Illinois river, and

January J, 1680, reached Avhat is noAv Peoria, 111. From there,

in 1680, he sent Hennepin and tAvo companions to explore the

upper Mississippi. During this Anyage Hennepin, and the men
accompanying him, Avere taken by the Indians as far north as

Mille Lacs. Needing reinforcements. La Salle again returned to

Canada. In January, 1682, Avith a band of followers, he started

on his third and greatest expedition. February 6th, they reached

the IMississippi by Avay of Lake Michigan and the Illinois river,

and March 6th, discovered the three great passages by Avhich the

rUer discharges its Avaters into the Gulf. Tavo days later they
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reaseeiided tlie river a short distance, to find a high spot out of

tlie reaeli of inundations, and there erected a column and planted
a cross, proclaiming with due ceremony the authority of the King
of Prance. Thus did the whole Mississippi valley pass under the

nominal sovereignty of the French monarchs.

The first definite claim to the upper Mississippi is embodied
in a paper, still preserved, in the Colonial Archives of Prance,

entitled “The record of the taking possession, in his Majesty’s
name, of the Itay des Puants (Green bay), of the lake and rivers

of the Outagamis and Maskoutins (Pox rivers and Lake ^Ylnne-

hago), of the river Ouiskonehe (Wisconsin), and that of the

^Mississippi, the country of the Nadouesioux (the Sioux or Dakota
Indians), the rivers St. Croix and St. Pierre (Minnesota), and
other places more remote. May 8, 1689.” (B. B. 0 ’Callahan’s

translation in 1855, published in Vol. 9, page 418, “Documents
Relating to the Colonial History of the State of New A’^ork.”)

This claim was made by Perrot, and the proclamation was issued

from Port St. Antonie (Anthony) near the present site of Trem-
pealeau.

The previous proclamations of St. Lusson in 1671 at the out-

let of Lake Superior, of De Luth, in 1679, at the west end of the

same lake and at Alille Lacs, had no dehnite hearing on the laud

now embraced in Dakota county, but nevertheless strengthened

file Preneh claims of sovereignty.

For over eight decades thereafter, the claims of Prance were,

tacitly at least, recognized in Europe. In 1763 there came a

change. Of this change, A. N. AVinehell (in Vol. 10, “Minnesota

Historical Society Collections”) writes: “The present eastern

boundary of l\Iinnesota, in part (that is, so far as the Alississippi

now forms its eastern boundary), has a history beginning at a

very early date. In 1763, at the end of that long struggle during

which England passed many a mile post in her race for world

emjjire, while France lost nearly as much as Britain gained

—

that struggle, called in America the French and Indian War—-the

I\Iississippi river became an international boundary. The articles

of the dehnite treaty of peace were signed at Paris, on February

10, 1763. The seventh article made the Alississippi, from its

soiu’ce to about the 31st degree of north latitude, the boundary

betAveen the English colonies on this continent and the French

Loiiisiana. The text of the article is as follows. (Published' in

the “Gentleman’s Alagazine, ” Vol. 33, pages 121-126, March,

1763.)

“VII. In order to re-establish j^eace on solid and durable

foundations, and to remove forever all subjects of dispute to the

limits of the British and Preneh territories on the continent of

America ;—that for the future, the conhnes between the domains
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of liis Britannic Majesty and those of his most Christian Majesty

(the King of France) in that part of the world, shall be fixed

irreA'Ocably by a line drawn down the middle of the riA’er (Missis-

sippi, from its source to the riA^er IberA’ille, and from thence, by

a line draAAm along the middle of this riA^er, and the Lake (Manre-

pas and Pontehartrain, to the sea.” The boundary from the

source of the riA'er further north, or AA'est, or in any direction, AA'as

not giA'en
;

it AA’as eA’idently supposed that it AA’ould be of no im-

portance, for many centuries, at least.

This seA’enth article of the definite ti*eaty AA’as identical AA’itli

the sixth article in the preliminary treaty of peace signed by

England, Spain and France, at Fontainebleau, NoA’ember 3, 1762.

On that same day, NoA’ember 3, 1762, the French and Spanish

representatiA’es had signed another act by AAdiich the French king

“ceded to his cousin of Spain, and his successors foreAnn- * *

all the country knoAvn by the name of Louisiana, including Ncaa’

Orleans and the island on AA'hicli that city is situated.” This

agreement AA’as kept secret, Imt AA’lien the definite treaty AA’as

signed at Paris the folloAAung year, this secret pact AA’ent into

effect, and Spain at once became the possessor of the area de-

scribed.

At the close of the ReA’olutionary ^Yar, the territory east of

the Mississippi, and north of the 31st parallel, passed under the

jurisdiction of the United States. By the definite treaty of

lAeace betAA’een the United States and Great Britain, ratified at

Paris, September 3, 1783, a part of the northern boundary of

the United States, and the AA’estern Imundary thereof AA’as estab-

lished, as folloAA’s : Commencing at the most nortliAA’estern point

of the Lake of the AVoods and from tlience on a due course AA’est

to the Alississippi riA’er (the Alississippi at that time AA’as thought

to extend into AA’hat is iioaa’ Canada), thence by a line to be draAA’ii

along the middle of said Alississippi riA'er until it shall intersect

the northernmost part of the 31st degree of north latitude. (U. S.

Statutes at Large, Vol. 8, page 82.)

In 1800, by the secret treaty of San (or Saint) lldefonso,

(signed October 1), Spain receded the indefinite tract AA’est of

the Alississippi to France, AAdiich nation did not, hoAA’Cver, take

formal possession until three years later. Napoleon, for France,

sold the tract to the United States, April 30, 1803. The region

comprehended in the “Louisiana Purchase,” as this area AA’as

called, included all the country AA’est of the Alississippi, except

those portions AA’est of the Rocky Alountains actually occupied liy

Spain, and extended as far north as the British territory.

By an act of Congress, approA’ed October 31, 1803, the presi-

dent of the United States AA’as authorized to take possession of

tins territory, the act proA’iding that “all the military, ciA’il, and
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judicial powers exercised by the officers of the existing govern-

ment, shall he vested in such person and persons, and shall be
exercised in such manner as the president of the United States

shall direct/’ (United States Statutes at large, Vol. 2, page 245.)

December 20, 1803, Louisiana was formally turned over to the

United States at New Orleans, by IM. Laussat, the civil agent of

France, who a few days previous (Noveml)er 30) had received a

formal transfer from i-epresentatives of Spain.

Louisiana District. By an act of Congress, approved IMarcli

20, 1804, all of that portion of the country ceded by l^rance to the

Unit(‘d States under the name of Louisiana, lying south of the

33rd degree of north latitude, was organized as the territory of

Orleans and all the residue thereof Avas organized as the dis-

trict of Louisiana. That act contained the folloAving proA'ision

:

“The executiA'e poAver noAV A'ested in the gOAunaiment of the In-

diana territory shall extend to and be exercised in said district

of Louisiana. Tlie governor and judges of the Indiana territory

shall luiAU^ poAver to establish in said district of Louisiana, infe-

rior courts and prescribe their jurisdiction and duties and to

make all hiAvs Avhich they may deem conducive to the good govern-

ment of all the inhabitants thereof.’’ (United States Statutes at

Large, Vol. 2, ])age 287). The area set off as the territory of

Orleans Avas admitted as the state of Louisana in 1812.

Louisiana Territory. By an act of Congress approved IMarch

3, 1805, all that part of the country embraced in the district of

Louisiana, Avas organized as a tei-ritory, called the tei-ritory of

Louisiana. The execidive poAV(u- of that territory Avas vested in

a goveiaior and the legislative j)OAver in the gOAunaior and three

judges, appointed by the presidcmt, Avho Avere giAmn poAver to

estaldish inferior courts, and to prescribe their jurisdiction and

duties, and to make laAvs Avhich they might deem conducBe to

the good government of the inhabitants thereof, Avhich laAVS Avere

to be reported to the president to be laid before Congress Avhich,

if disapproAu^d by Congress, should henceforth cease and be of

no effect. (U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. 2, page 331.)

Missouri Territory. By an act of Congress approved June 4,

1812, it Avas provided that the territory hitherto called Louisiana

should be called Missouri, and Avas organized as a territory. The

executive poAver of the ncAvly organized IMissouri territory Avas

vested in a governor, and the legislative poAver in a general as-

sembly consisting of the governor, a legislative council and a

house of representatives. The legislative council consisted of nine

members, Avhose term Avas five years unless sooner remoA-eLl by the

president of the United States. These members Avere required

to be the oAvners of 200 acres of land in the territory. They Avere

appointed by the president and Avere recpiired to be selected by
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him from eighteen persons nominated by the representatives.

The house of representatives consisted of thirteen members,

elected at the first election from districts designated by the

governor. (U. S. Statutes at Large, A^ol. 2, page 7d3.) By an act

of Congress approved April 29, 1816, the members of the legis-

lative eonncil were recpiired to lie elected by the electors and

consisted of one from each county in the territory. (U. S. Stat-

utes at Large, A^ol. 3, page 328.)

The struggles in Congress which led to the Yissonri Com-
promise

; tlie agreement that all teindtory Avest of Missouri and

north of parallel 36° 36' should forever be free from the curse of

slavery, and the final admission of iMissonri Avith her present

boundaries, by presidential proclamation, August 10, 1821, are

outside of the proA'ince of tliis history. Sufficient is it to say here

that this admission left the land to the northward, including

Dakota county, AAdthont a fountain head of territorial govern-

ment from that date until June 28, 1834, Avhen it Avas attached to

Michigan.

It is noAV necessary to turn to the eA^ents that had been

transpiring in regard to the government of the area east of the

^Mississippi and nortliAvest of the Ohio river.

The Northwest Territory embraced all the area of the Pnited

States nortliAvest of the Ohio river. By the provisions of the

famous “NortliAvest Ordinance,’’ passed July 13, 1787, by the

Congress of the Confederation (the constiution of the United

States not being adopted until September 17), the Ohio riA'er be-

came the lionndary of the territory. The fifth article of the

ordinance reads as folloAvs: “Art. 5. There shall be formed in

the said (i. e., the Nortlnvest) territory, not less than three, nor

more than five states, the Avestern state in the said terri-

tory shall be bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio and the AYa-

bash riA^ers
;
a direct line draAvn from the AA^abash and Post Vin-

cents, due north, to the territorial line between the United States

and Canada
;
and by the said territorial line to the Lake of the

AA^oods and the Alississippi. (See Executive Documents, 3rd ses-

sion, 46th Congress, 1880-81, A^ol. 25, Doe. 47, Part 4, pages 153-

156; also United States Statutes at Large, A^ol. 1, page 51, note

a.l It might here be noted, that the latter reference, Avhile liaA'-

ing no immediate hearing on Dakota county, AA’ill repay the

thoughtful reader for the most diligent perusal.

The officers of this territory Avere to be appointed by Congress.

The governor Avas to serve for a term of three years, and it Avas

provided that he should reside in the district and liaA’e a free-

hold estate of 1,000 acres of land AAdiile in the exercise of his
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office. The secretary was to serve for a term of four years, and
it was specified that he should reside in the district and have
a treehold estate therein of 500 acres of land while in the exercise

oi Ids office. Tlie court was to consist of three judges, any two
of Avhoiu could form a court “who shall have common law juris-

diction and reside in the district, and have each therein, a free-

hold estate of 500 acres of land while in exercise of their offices,

and their commissions sliall continue in force during good he-

havior.

“The governor and judges or a majority of them, shall adopt
and

2 )uhlish in the district such laws of the original states, crimi-

nal and civil, as may he necassary and best suited to the circum-

stances of the district and report them to Congress from time

to lime until the organization of the general assend)ly therein,

unless disapiu'oved of by Congress, hut afterward, the legisla-

tui-e shall have the authority to alter them as they shall think

tit.

“Previous to the organization of the general assembly, the

gov(u-nor shall apimint svich magistrates and other civil officers

in each county or townshij), as he shall find necessary, for the

])reservation and good order of the same.”

The governor was given power to establish counties and town-

ships. In the words of the act: “So soon as there shall be 5,000

free male inhahitants of full age in the district, ui;)on giving j^roof

thereof to the governor, they shall receive authority, with time

and i)laee, to elect rei)resentatives from their counties or town-

ship to represent them in the general assembly.”

There was to he one representative for every 500 free male in-

hahitants
2
)rogressively until the number should amount to 25

uKunhers, after which the rei)resentation was to be regulated

by the legislature. To (piote again: “The general assembly or

legislature shall consist of the governor, legislative council, and

the house of rej^reseutatives. The legislative council shall con-

sist of five members, to contiiiue in office five years, unless sooner

removed by Congress.” The members of the council were to be

nominated by the representatives, who Avere to meet and name
ten persons, out of which Congress Avas to select the five Avho

should serve. (See Com}>act.) August 17, 1789, the lAresident Avas

substituted for Congress in the exercise of some of the jAOAvers

conferred ujAon it. (See also Act of Congress approved (May 8,

1792.)

Indiana Territory. The ordinance of 1787 provided for the

organization of three “states” out of the NortliAvest Territory.

That same year the Constitution of the United States Avas

adopted. In 1799, Ohio organized a territorial government, but'

the middle and Avestern “states” did not have, separately, suffi-
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cient population to warrant the establishment of two separate

governments. Congress solved the diffitmlty by uniting the two
under the name of Indiana. The act Avas passed i\Iay 7, 1800, and
its first section reads as folloAvs: “Section 1—Be it enacted, etc.,

that from and after the fourth day of July next, all that part of

the territory of the United States, northwest of the Ohio river,

which lies to the AvestAvard of a line beginning at the Ohio, oppo-

site the mouth of the Kentucky riAmr, and running thence to

Fort Keeovery, and thence north until it shall intersect the terri-

torial line betAveen the United States and Canada, shall, for the

l>urpose of temporary government, constitute a separate terri-

tory, and he called the Indiana Territory.” (U. S. Statutes at

Large, Vol. 2, page 58.)

Section 2 of this article provided: “There shall be estab-

lished Avithiu said terirtory a goA^ernment in all respects similar

to that provided by the ordinance of Congress, passed on the

13th day of July, 1787, for the gOA^ernment of the territory north-

Avest of the Ohio river; and the inhabitants thereof shall be en-

titled to and enjoy all rights, priAuleges and advantages granted

and secured to the people by said ordinance.” The officers of the

territory Avere to l)e appointed by the president.

Section J providetl: “That so much of the ordinance for

the gOAmrnment of tlie territory of the United States, nortliAvest

of the Ohio river, as relates to the organization of a general

assembly therein, and prescribes the poAver thereof, shall be in

force and operation in the Indiana territory, Avhenever satis-

factory evidence shall be given to the governor thereof that such

is the Avish of a majority of the freeholders, uotAvithstanding there

may not be therein 5,000 free male inhal)itants of the age of

tAventy-one years and upAvard. Provided, that until there shall

he 5,000 free male inhabitants of twenty-one years of age and up-

Avards in said territory the Avhole numl)er of representatUes to

the general assembly shall not he less than seA’en nor more than

nine, to be apportioned by the gOAmrnor to the seAmral counties

in the said territory agreeably to the number of free males of the

age of tAventy-one years and upAvards Avhich they may re-

spectUely contain.” Indiana Avas admitted as a state in 1816.

Michigan Territory. By an act of Congress passed June 11,

1805, Michigan territory Avas formetl. The boundaries Avere de-

scribed as folloAvs: “All that part of the Indiana territory Avhich

lies north of a line draAvn east from the southerly bend or ex-

treme of Lake Michigan until it shall intersect Lake Erie, and

east of a line draAvn from the said southerly bend throiAgh the

middle of said lake to its northern extremity, and thence due

north to the northern boundary of the United States, shall

for the purpose of temporary gOA’ernmeut constitute a separate
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territory, to be called iMicliigan. (U. S. kStatutes at Large, Vol. 2,

page 309.) Additions, noted further along in this article, were
later made to this territory.

Illinois Territory. In 1809, settlers had come in so fast that

there were sufficient citizens in Indiana territory to support two
governments. Accordingly, the territory of Illinois Avas estab-

lished, Februaiw 3, 1809, by the folloAving enactment: “Be it

enacted, etc.. That from and after the first day of IMarch, next,

all that part of the Indiana territory Avhich lies Avest of the

Wabash river and a direct line draAvn from the said AYabash
river and Post Vincennes, due north to the territorial line be-

tAveen the United States and Canada, shall for the purpose of

temporary government constitute a separate territory, and be

called Illinois. (U. S. Statutes at Large, AWl. 2, page 514.) Illi-

nois Avas admitted as a state in 1818.

Michigan Territory. The population of Illinois continued to

increase, aiul the people Avere eager for a state government. The
southern ])ortion AAuas therefore granted statehood privileges, and
the northern portion, mainly unoccupied, Avas cut off and added
to the territory of Michigan, previously created. This transfer'

of territory Avas authorized in section 7 of the act passed April 18,

1818, enabling Illinois to form a state government and constitu-

tion. The terms of the act are as folloAvs : “Section 7. And be

it further enacted. That all that part of the territory of the

United States lying north of the state of Indiana, and Avhich Avas

included in the former Indiana territory, together Avith that part

of the Illinois territory Avhich is situated north of, and not in-

cluded Avithin the boundaries prescribed by this act (viz., the

l)Oundaries of the state of Illinois) to the state thereby author-

ized to lie formed, shall be and hereliy is, attachetl to and made
a paid, of the IMiehigan territory. Thus matters remained for

sixteen years.

Alisouri, in the meantime, had been admitted as a state (1821),

and the territory north of that state, and Avest of the Alississippi,

Avas pi-actically Avithout organized authority from that year until

1834, Avhen the increase of settlement made it advisable that the

benefits of some sort of government shouki be extended to its

area. Consequently, Michigan territory Avas extended to include

this vast region. The act so enlarging Michigan territory passed

Congi-ess June 28, 1834, in the following terms: “Be it enacted,

etc.. That all that part of the territory of the United States,

bounded on the east by the Mississippi river, on the south by the

state of Missouri, and a line draAAui due Avest from the northwest

corner of said state to the Missouri river; on the southwest and

Avest by the Missouri river and the AVhite Earth river, falling

into the same, and oil the north by the northern boundary of the
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ITiited States, shall be, and hereby is, for the purpose of tempo-

aary governmeut attached to, and made a part of, the territory of

IMichigan.” (U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. d, page 701.) lii less

than two years, certain teritory Avas set apart to form the pro-

posed state of i\Iichigan. This act passed Congress April 20, 1836,

but IMichigan AAms not admitted until January 26, 1837. (U. S.

Statutes at Large, Vol. 5, pages 10-16.)

Wisconsin Territory. "When AYiseonsin territory AA’as organ-

ized by an act of Congress, April 21), 1836, all the Louisiana pur

chase iiorth of the state of Missouri AA’as placed under its juris-

diction. This included Dakota county. The boundaries as gwen
at that time AA’ere as folloAA’S: “Bounded on the east by a line

(IraAA’n from the northeast corner of the State of Illinois through

the middle of Lake Alichigan to a point in the middle of said

lake and opposite the main channel of Green Bay and through

said channel and Green Bay to the movdh of the Menominee

riA’er, thence through the middle of the main channel of saitl riA’er

to that head of said riA’er nearest the Lake of the Desert, thence

in a direct line to the middle of said lake, thence through the

middle of the main channel of the iMontreal riA’er to its mouth

;

thence AA’ith a direct line across Lake Superior to where the terri-

torial line of the United States last touches said lake, nortliAA’est,

thence on the north AA’ith the said territorial line to the AVhite

Earth riA’er (located in AA’hat is iioaa’ AA'ood County, N. D.). On
the AA’est hy a line from the said boundary line, folloAA’ing doAA’ii

the middle of the main channel of the White Earth riA’er to the

(Missouri riA’er, and doAA’ii the middle of the main channel of the

IMissouri riA’er to a point due AA’est from the nortliAA’est corner

of the state of IMissouri; and on the south from said point due

east to the nortliAvest corner of the state of Alissouri, and thence

AA’ith the boundaries of the states of Alissouri and Illinois as al-

ready fixed by act of Congress. (U. S. Statutes at Large, A"ol. 3,

page 18.) It is interesting to note in this connection that tAA’o

sessions of the AYiseonsin territorial legislature AA’ere held at AAdiat

is noAA’ Burlington, loAV’a.

By the act of Congress, approA’ed April 20, 1836, from AA’hich

the bonndaries liaA’e already been ([noted, the executU’e poAA’cr

in and OA’er the territory AA’as Amsted in a gOA’ernor, appointed by
the president for a term of three years, AA’hose salary AA’as $2,500

a year. He AA’as also superintendent of Indian affairs, ami AA’as

required to approve all laAvs passed by the legislative assembly.

The legislative. poAver Avas A’ested in a legislatiA’e assembly, con-

sisting of a council and a house of represeutatL’es. The council

Avas to consist of thirteen members and the house of tAventy-six

members. Representation Avas to be apportioned at the first elec-

tion, in proportion to population. The time, place and conducting
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of the first election was appointed and directed j»y the governor.

Every free Avliite male inhabitant who was an inhabitant of the

territory at tlie time of its organization was entitled to vote at

tlie first election, and was eligible to office within the territory.

The (pialiheations of voters at subsequent elections was made
determinable by the legislative assembly. It was provided, how-
ever, that the right of suffrage shordd be exercised only by citi-

zens of the United States. The governor was required to approve
all laws passed )>y tlie legislative assembly, and they wei-e re-

([uired to be svdimitted to Congress and if disapproved by it, they

should be null and of no effect. All the then existing laws of

the territory of l\Iichigan were extended over the territory of

AYiseonsin, subject to being altered, modified or repealed by the

governor and legislative assembly.

It seems that no law could take effect without the approval

of the governor. By an act of Congress, approved March 3
,
1839

,

the governors of the territories of Iowa and AVisconsin Avere given

the veto jioAver, and the council and house of representathms of

these territories Avere given the jiOAver to pass bills over his veto

by a tAvo-thirds vote.

Iowa Territory. The territory of loAva Avas created by the

act of Congress, .lune 12
,
1838

,
Avhich act dividetl the territory

of AYisconsin along the Alississippi river and named the Avestern

part, loAva. The act provided: “That from and after the third

day of July, next, all that part of the present territory of AVis-

consin Avhich lies Avest of the Alississippi river and Avest of a line

(IraAvn due south from the head Avaters or sources of the Alissis-

sii)]>i to the. territorial lines, shall, for the purpose of temporary

government l)e and constitute a separate territorial government,

by the name of loAva. ” Dakota county Avas included Avithin these

lines. The act organizing this territory provided that “the exist-

ing laAvs of the tm-ritory of AVisconsin shall be extended over

said territoi-y s(^ far as they are not incompatible Avith the pro-

Ausions of this act, subject neAmrtlieless to be altered, ratified or

repealed by the governor and legislatiAm assembly of said terri-

tory of loAva. ” The legislative assembly Avas composed of the

gOA'ernor, a council of thirteen members, and a house of repre-

sentatiA^es of tAventy-six members. The act organizing the terri-

tory of loAva, provided that “All the laAvs of the governor and

legislatiAm assembly shall be submitted to and if disapproved by

the Congress of the. United States they shall be null and of no

effect.” (U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. 5
,
page 235 .) The judicial

officers, justices of the peace, sheriffs and all militia officers Avere

appointed by the goA'crnor. The township and county officers

Avere elected by the people in the manner described l)y the laAVS

of the territory of AVisconsin. The salary of the GoAmrnor and
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the judges was fixed at $1,500 each. The jurisdiction of the

ji;stices of the peace was limited to $50.00.

Iowa remained a territory from 1888 to 184(i. The greater

part of soutliern and southeastern Minnesota was within the juris-

diction of Clayton county. Henry II. Sihley was a ju.stice of the

peace in that couiitj^. The county seat Avas 250 miles distant from

his home in Mendota, and his jurisdiction extended over a region

of country, Avhich, as he exiAressed it, Avas “as large as the Em-
jAire of France.” A convention of duly authorized representa-

tiAms of the i)eople, remained in session at loAva City, from October

7 to November 1, 1811, and framed a state constitution. It Avas

provided that the constitution adopted, together Avith any altera-

tions Avhieh might subsequently be made by Congress, should be

submitted to the people of the territory for their approval or

rejection at the toAvnslii}) elections in Apill, 1845. The boun-

daries of the proposed ucav state, as defined in the constitution,

Avere as folloAvs :

“ * * Thence up in the middle of the main

channel of the river last mentioned (the ^Missouri) to the mouth

of the Sioux or Calumet river; thence in a direct line to the mid-

dle of the main channel of the St. Peter's (IMinnesota) rivei-,

Avhere the Watomvan rHer,—according to Nicollet’s map—enters

the same, thence doAAm the middle of the main channel of said

riAmr to the middle of the IMississippi river ; thence doAvn the

middle of said river to the place of beginning.” This Avould liaAm

included in the state of loAva, Dakota county, and in fact, all the

counties of Avhat is noAV IMinnesota that lie south and east of the

jMinuesota as far as Mankato, including Faribault and nearly all

of Martin, the greater part of Dlue Earth and portions of AVaton-

Avan, CottoiiAvood and Jackson.

Congress rejectetl these boundary lines, and Alarch 3, 1845,

in its enabling act, substituted the folloAving description of the

proposed boundaries: “Beginning at the mouth of the Des

kloines river, in the middle of the Mississippi; thence by the

middle of the channel of that riA’er to the parallel of latitude

XAassing through the mouth of the Mankato or Blue Earth riAmr;

thence Avest along said ]Aarallel of latitude to a point Avhere it is

intersected by a meridian line 17° 30' Avest of the meridian of

AVashington City
;
thence due south to the northern boundary

line of the state of Missouri ; thence eastAvardly folloAving that

boundary to the lAoint at Avhich the same intersects Avith the Di'S

Aloines rHer
;
thence by the middle of the channel of that river

to the place of beginning.” Thus the southern l)oundary of

IMinnesota avoaiKI have been on a line diie east from the present

city of Mankato to the Alississipip river and due Avest from the

same point to a point in BroAvn county. This Avould liaAm in-

cluded in loAva all but a small fraction of the counties of AA^inona,
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Olmsted, Doilge, Steele, \Yaseka aud Blue Flarth, portions of

Brown, Watonwan and IMartiii; and all of FNiribanlt, FA-eeborn,

IMower, Fillmore and Houston. This reduction in its proposed

territory was not i)leasing to those citizens of loAva who wished

the state to have its boundaries to include the iMinnesoTa river

from the Blue Farth to the iMississippi and the i\Iississippi from
the IMiniK'sota river to the Missouri state* line. This changing in

tin* boujidary was really a jeolitical measure, a part of those bat-

tles in ('ongre'ss over free and slave states, which preceded the

Civil AYar. The boundarie's as jn-oposed by Congress were re-

.iected by the j>eople of Iowa after a l)itter campaign. August T,

ISTli. Congress passed a second enabling act, which was accepted

by the i)eople by a nai'row margin of T5(i, the vote being !),T92 for

to !l,03t) against. This second act i)laced the northern boundary

of Iowa still further south, but added territory to the Avest. The

northern boundai'y of loAva, as described in the enabling act, Avas

identical Avitji tlie ])arallel of 43° 30' north, from the Big Sioux

I'iver east.Avard to tin* Alississii)pi. This, Avith the exception of

the short distance from the Big Sioux river to the present Avestern

boundai-y of Alinnesota, is the present southern l)Oundary of our

state. Alinnesota’s southern boundary, as thus described, Avas

carefully surveyed and marked Avithin six years of its acceptance

by loAva. The Avork Avas authorized Alarch 3, 1849, and tAvo ajA-

propriations of S15,000 eacdi Avere soon made. The surAuw Avas

complet(‘d during the years 1849 to 18.52, at a total cost of .$32,-

277.73. Although the Avork Avas done Avith the best instruments

then knoAvn, an error of tAventy-three chains, eAudently due to

cai-elessness, Avas discovered Avithin a year. loAva Avas admitted

as a state December 28, 184(1.

Wisconsin State. Wisconsin soon Avished to become a state.

Tin* noi'lliAvestern lioundary provoked considerable discussion

both in congress and in the tAvo constitutional conventions Avhich

Avere calh'd. There Avei’e some avIio Avished to include all the re-

maining poi'tion of tin* norl Invest territory Avithin the boundaries

of 1 he ii(*AV proposed state. The tAvo preAmiling coteries, hoAvever,

Avei-e tin* ones betAveen Avhom the fight really centered. One

body Avished tin* nortliAvestern boundary of the ncAV state (AYis-

consin) to extend up tin* Alississippi as far as the Rum riAmr, Avhere

the city of Anoka is noAv siliiated, thence northeastAvardly to the

hi'st rai>ids of the St. Louis river and thence to Lake Superior.

The residents of the St. Oroix valley, and those living on the east

side of the Alississippi, betAveen the St. Croix and the Rum riA'er,

constituted the other party and objected to being included in

the proposed state of AVisconsin. They declared that they Avere

se]Aarated from the settled portions of AA isconsin by hundreds

of miles of bari'en lands, and still more greatly separated by a



HISTORY OF DAKOTA COUXTY 103

difference in tlie interests and character of the inhabitants. They
proposed that the northwest honndary of the new state should

be a line drauai due south from Shagwamigan hay, on Lake

Superior, to the intersection of the main Chippewa river, and

from thence down the middle of said river to its dehouchnre into

the iMississippi. Residents of the districts aftected and also about

Fort Snelling and on the .Avest hank of the ^Mississippi further up

joined in a memorial to congress, citing the grave injustice that

Avould be done the proposed territory of Minnesota if it Avere

left Avithout a single point on the ^Mississippi heloAV St. Anthony’s

falls, the limit of navigation. Among those aaRo signed this me-

morial Avere H. II. Sibley and Alexander Faribault. The result

of the controversy Avas a compromise adopting a middle line

along the St. Croix and St. Louis rHers.

The enabling act for the state of AA'isconsin, approved August

6, 1816, provided :

‘
‘ That the people of the territory of AYisconsin

be and they are hereby authorized to form a constitution and

state gOA'ernment * * * Avith the folloAving Imundaries, to Avit

* * thence through the center of Lake Superior to the mouth
of the St. Louis rlA^er, thence up the main channel of said riAu^r

to the first rapids in the same, above the Indian A'illage, accord-

ing to Nicollet’s map,' thence due south to the main branch of

the River St. Croix; thence doAA’u the main channel of said rHer

to the Alississippi
;
thence doAvn the main channel of said rHer

to the nortliAvest corner of the state of Illinois, thence due east
# # « incidentally the present descrip-

tion of Alinuesota's eastern boundary. (L^. S. Statutes at Large,

AMI. 9, page 56.)

The couAmution that framed the constitution of AA'isconsin in

1847-18 strongly desired the Rum river as their eastern boundary.

After accepting the l)Oundary chosen by congress the conA'ention

recommended a line AAduch, if agreealffe to congress, should re-

place the one in the enabling act. The proposed boundary, Avhich

Avas rejected, Avas descrilied as folloAvs; LeaAung the aforesaid

boundary line at the first rapids of the St. Louis riAmr, thence in

a direct line, hearing soutliAvestAvardly to the mouth of the Isko-

deAvabo or Rum riAmr, Avhere the same empties into the Alississippi

river, thence doAvn the main channel of the said Alississippi

ri\mr to the aforesaid boundary (Charters and Constitutions of

the United States, Part ii, page 2030).

Minnesota Territory. The eAmnts which led up to the estab-

lishing of Alinnesota as a territory can be giA'en but brief men-

tion here. Sufficient is it to say that for three years after the

admission of loAAm (in 1846) the area that is noAV Alinnesota,

Avest of the Alississippi, Avas practically a no-man’s land. Decem-

ber 18, 1846, Alorgan L. Alartin, delegate from AAusconsin tend-
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lory, gave notice to the house of representatives that “at an
early day lu‘ \vonld ask leave to introduce a bill establishing

the territorial government of iMinni'Sota. The name, which is the

Indian teian for what was then the i-iver St. Peter (Pierre) and
has now become its official designation Avas, it is believed, ap-

])lied to the proposed territory at the suggestion of Joseph P.

ProAvn. Dni-ing its consideration by congress the Inll nnder-

Avent various changes. As reported back to the house, the name
“ .Minnesota” had been changed hy Stephen A. DoiAglas to

“Itasca.” i\li-. Martin immediately moved that the name “Min-
nesota” he placed in the bill in place of “Itasca.” “ChippeAva,”

“Jackson” and “Washington” were also proposed. After many
motions, counter motions and amendments, “Minnesota” Avas

])laced in the bill, and Avith a minor change* passed the house. In

the senate it Avas rejected. A second attempt Avas made tAvo

years latei*. January 10, 1818, Stephen A. Douglas gave due

notice to tin* senate that “at a future day” he Avould introduce

a bill to establish the territory of Minnesota, lie brought in the

bill Pebrnary 23. It Avas several times read, Avas amended, re-

ferred to committee and discussed, Init congress adjourned

August 11 Avithout taking ultimate action on the proposition.

In the meantime Wisconsin Avas admitted to the Union May
20, 1818, and the Avestern half of what Avas then St. Croix county

Avas left outside the neAV state. The settled portions of the area

thus cut otf from AYisconsin by its admission to statehood privi-

leges Avere in the sonthei'ii part of the lAeninsula of land l.yiug

betAveen the Alississippi and the St. Croix.

The people of this area Avere noAV confi-onted Avith a sei’ious

problem. As i*esidents of the territory of AYisconsin they had

ejijoyed the privileges of citizenship in the United States. By
the creation of the state of AYisconsin they were disfranchiseti

and left Avithout the benefits of organizeAl government. Thus,

StillAvater, Avhich had been the governmental seat of a groAving

county, Avas left outside the pale of organized laAA^ Legal minds

disagreed on the question of Avhether the minor civil officers,

such as justices of the peace, created under the territorial organ-

ization, Avere still qualified to exercise the authority of their

positions. At a meeting held at St. Paul, in July, 1818, the citi-

zens of that (then) village considered the necessity for the for-

mation of a neAV territory. August 5 a meeting of citizens of

the area west of the St. Croix Avas held at StilLvater, and it Avas

decidetl to call a general convention at that place, August 26,

1818, for a three-fold purpose: 1—To elect a territorial delegate

to congress. 2—To organize a territory Avith a name other than

AYisconsin. 3—To determine whether the laAvs and organization

of the old territory of AAMsconsin were still in effect noAV that a



HISTOEY OF DAKOTA COUXTY 105

part of that territory was organized as a state. In the call for

this meeting, the signers called themselves, ‘ AYe, the undersigned

citizens of Minnesota territory.” The meeting was held pursuant

to the call. Action was taken in regard to the first proposition

by the election of IT. II. Sibley, who was authorized to proceed

to 'Washington and use such efforts as were in his power to

secure the organization of the territory of Minnesota. In regard

to the second proposition a memorial was addressed to the presi-

dent of the United States stating the reasons why the organiza-

tion of Minnesota territory was necessary. The third proposi-

tion presented technical points worthy of the attention of the

wisest legal minds. The state of AA^iscousin had been organized,

but the territory of AA^isconsin had not been abolished. AA^as not,

therefore, the territory still in existence, and did not its organ-

ization and its laAvs still prevail in the part of the territory that

had not been included in the state? If territorial government

was in existence would it not give the residents thereof a better

standing before the nation in their desire to become Aliunesota

territory? Alight not this technicality give the delegate a seat

in congress when othenvise he must, as simply the representative

of an unorganized area, make his requests in the lobby and to the

individual members? John Gatlin, Avho had been secretary of

the territory of AA^iseonsin before the organization of that state,

declared that the territory still existed in the area not included

in the organized state and that he was the acting governor. Ac-

cordingly, the people of the cut-off portion orgaiuzed as the

“Territory of AATsconsin” and named a day for the election of a

delegate. In the closely contested election, held October 30,

1848, Sibly Avon out against Henry AI. Rice and accordingly made

his Avay to AVashiugton, technically from the “Territory of AA^is-

consin” actually as a representative of the proposed territory of

Alinnesota. As a matter of fact, indeed, Sibly, liAung at Aleudota,

had ceased to be a citizen of the territory of AA'iseonsiu in 1838,

Avhen loAva territory was created, and Avas a resident of the part

of Iowa territory Avhich the organization of the state of loAva

had left Avithout a gOAmrnment, rather than of that territory in

question (betAveen the Alississippi and the St. Croix) Avhich the

admission of AA^isconsin as a state had left Avithout a govern-

ment. Sibly was, hoAvever, after much opposition, admitted to

congress and given a seat January 15, 1849. He at once set about

securing friends for the proposition to create Alinnesota terri-

tory. December 4, 1848, a fcAV days pi’eAuous to Sibly ’s admis-

sion to congress, Stephen A. Douglas had announced that it was

his intention to introduce aneAV a bill to establish the Territory

of Alinnesota. Like the previoAis attempt, this bill underwent

various vicissitudes. As passed, Alarch 3, 1849, the act creating
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the t(‘n-itory read as follows: “Be it enacted, etc. That from
and after the passage of this act, all that part of the territory

of tile Fnited States which lies within the following limits, to

wit : Beginning in the ^Mississippi river at a point Avhere the

line of foi'fy-three degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude

ci-osses the same, thence running due west on said line, which is

the northern lioundary of the state of Iowa, to the northwest cor-

ner of the said state of Iowa, thence southerly along the west-

ern houndai-y of said state to the point where said boundary

sti'ikes till' IMissouri river, thence up the middle of the main

ehanmd of the Missouri river to the mouth of the AVhite Earth

river, thenci* up the middle of the main channel of the White

Earth river to the boundaiy line lietween the possessions of the

Fnited States and Great Britain; thence east and south of east

along the boundary line between the possessions of the United

States and Great Britain to Jmke Superior; thence in a straight

line 1o the northermost ]mint of the state of AVisconsin, in Lake

Su]>erior
;
thence along the western boundary of the state of

AYisconsin to the Alississipjii rivei-, thence down the main channel

of said rivei’ to the place of lieginning, and the same is hereby

erected into a temporary government by the name of the Terri-

tory of Alinnesota.

The execidive power of the territory of Alinnesota was vested

in a governor, appointed by the president, whose term of office

was four years, unless sooner removed by the president, who
was also superintendent of Indian affairs. The legislative power

was vested in a governor and a legislative assembly, consisting

of a council of nine members, whose term of office was two years,

and a house of representatives of eighteen members, whose term

of office was one year. It was provided that tlu’ number of mem-

bers ill the council and the house might be increased by the

legislative assembly from time to time in proportion to the in-

crease in jiopulation, but that the whole number should not

exceed fifteen councillors and thirty-nine representatives. It was

provided that the first election should be held at such time

and place and lie conducted in such manner as the governor

should appoint and direct, and that the persons thus elected to

the legislative assembly should meet at such place, and on such

day as the governor should appoint, but thereafter the time and

jilaee and manner of holding and conducting all elections by the

peojile, and the apportioning the representatives in the several

('ounties and districts, to the council and house of representa-

tives, accoi’ding to the population, should be prescribed by law,

as well as the day of the commencement of the regular sessions

of the legislative assembly, but that no session should exceed

sixty days.
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Every Avliite male inhabitant aboAm the age of tAAmnty-one,

Avbo Avas a resident of the territory at the time of the passage

of the act, organizing the same, Avas entitled to A’ote and eligible

to office at the first election. But the qualification of voters and

of bolding office at all snbsequent elections should be such as

should be prescribed by the legislative asseml)ly. It Avas pro-

Auded l)y the act that all laAvs passed by the legislative assembly

should Im submitted to congress, and if disapproved by it, should

])e null and of no effect. The laAvs in force in the territory of

Wisconsin after the date of the admission of the state of AVis-

consin Avere continued to be valid and in operation in the terri-

tory of Alinnesota so far as not iiicompatilde Avitb the provisions

of the act of organization of the territory of Alinnesota, subject

to be altered, modified or repealed ]>y the governoi- and legis-

latiA'e assembly of said territory. All justices of the peace, con-

stables, sherifts and all other judicial and ministerial officers

Avbo Avere in office Avitbin the limits of Ibe territory at the time

the laAv orgaidzing the territory Avas ajiproved Avere authorized

and required to continue to exercise and perfonn tlie duties of

their respective offices as officers of the territory of Alinnesota

temporarily and until they, or others, should be appointed and

qualified in the manner therein described or until their offices

should lie almlished.

The goA'ernor Avas given the Amto ])OAver, and the council

and house could pass a bill over his A’eto by a lAvo-thirds A'ote.

The judicial jiOAver of the territory Avas A'ested in a supreme court,

district court, probate court and in justices of the peace. The

supreme court consisted of a cldef justice and tAvo associate

justices, appointed 1)y the president, Avhose t(‘rm of office Avas

four years and Avhose salary Avas j^l,800 a year.

The territory Avas by the act of organization required to be

divided into three judicial districts, and a district court to be

held therein by one of the judges of the supreme court at such

times and places as might be prescribed by laAV, and the judges

thereof Avere required to reside in the districts assigned to

them. The clerks of said .courts Avere appointed by the judges

thereof. . a

The United States officers of the territory Avere a governor,

secretary, chief justice, tAvo associate justices, attorney and mar-

shal, appointed by tlie president AAutli the adA’ice and consent of the

senate of the United States. The governor received a salaiy of

$1,500 a year as gOA'ernor and $1,000 a year as superintendent

of Indian affairs. The chief justice and associate justices and

secretary received a salary of $1,800 a year, and the members of

the legislatUe assembly $3 a day during their attendance upon
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the sessions thereoi and $3 eacdi day for every twenty miles

ti-aveled going to and returning therefrom.

State of Minnesota. The people of the territory of Minnesota
were not long content Avdth a territorial government. In the

words of A. N. Winchell, “December 24, 1856, the delegate from
the teri’itory of IMinnesota introduced a hill to authorize the

peoi)le of tliat territory to form a constitution and state govern-

ment. The bill limited the proposed state on the west by the

Ked Kiver of tlie North and the Big Sioux river. It was referred

to the committee on territories, of which i\Ir. Grow, of Pennsyl-

vania, was chairman. January 31, 1857, the chairman reported

a s\d)stitute, which differed from the original lull in no essential

res])ect except in i-egard to the Avestern boundary. The change

there consisted in axlopting a line through Traverse and Big

Stone lakes, due south from the latter to the Iowa line. The
altered boundary cut off a narrow strip of territory, estimated

by Mr. Grow to contain between five and six hundred square

miles. Today the strip contains such towns as Sioux Falls,

AVatertoAvn and Brookings. The substitute had a stormy voyage

llu-ough congress, especially in the senate, hut finally completed

the ti-ip on February 25, 1857.”

The enabling act, as passed and approved February 26, 1857,

defined the boundaries of Minnesota as follows: “Be it enacted,

etc. That the inhabitants of that portion of the territory of

iMinnesota, Avhich is einbraced Avithin the folloAving limits, to

Avit : Beginning at the point in the center of the main channel

of the Red River of the North, Avhere the boundary line be-

tAveen the Ibiited States and the British possessions crosses the

same
;
thence up the main channel of said river to that of the

Bois des Sioux riAuu'; thence (up) the main channel of said river

to Lake Travers
;
thence up the center of said lake to the south-

ern extremity thereof; thence in a direct line to the head of Big

Stone lake; thence through its center to its outlet; thence by a

due south line to the north line of the state of loAva; thence

east along the northern boundary of said state to the main

channel of the (Mississippi river
;
thence up the main channel

of said river and following the boundary line of the state of

AVisconsin, until the same intersects the St. Louis river; thence

doAvn said river to and through Lake Superior, on the boundary

line of AVisconsin and Alichigan, until it intersects the dividing

line between the United States and the British possession; thence

up Pigeon riA^er and following said dividing line to the place of

beginning
;
be and the same are thereby authorized to form for

themselves a constitution and state government, by the name of

the state of Alinnesota, and to come into the Union on an equal
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footing with the original states, according to the federal constitn-

tion.”

Tliese boundaries were accepted Avithout change and are the

boundaries of the state at the present time. The state Avas ad-

mitted May 11, 1858.

It AA'ill therefoi'e l)e seen that the territorial claim of title to

Dakota county A\-as first embraced in the papal grant to Spain,

lilay 4, 1493. It aauas then included in the indefinite claims by

Spain to lands north, and nortliAAmst of her settlements in Mex-

ico, Florida and the AVest Indies; by the English to lands AAmst

of their Atlantic coast settlements, and by the French to lands

south, AA'est and soutliAvest of their Canadian settlements. The

first definite claim to territory iioaa' embracing Dakota county

AAms made l)y La Salle at the mouth of the Alississippi, Alarch 8,

1682, in the name of the king of France, and the second (still

more definite) by Perrot near the present site of Trempealeau,

AVis., Alay 8, 1689. Tliis aauis also a French claim. France re-

mained in tacit authority until Febimary 10, 1763. AA'hen, upon

England's acknoAvledging the French authority to lands AA’est

of the Alississippi, France, by a itreAuous secret agreement,

turned her authority OA'er to Spain. October 1, 1800, Spain

ceded the tract to France, but France did not take formal pos-

session until NoA'ember 30, 1803, and almost immediately, De-

cember 20, 1803, tiu'ned it OA'er to the Ignited States, the Amer-

icans liaAung purchased it from Napoleon April 30 of that year.

Alarch 26, 1804, AA’hat is iioaa' Dakota county aauis included

in Lousiana district as a part of Indiana and so remained until

Alarch 3, 1805. From Alarch 3, 1805, to June 4, 1812, it aauas a

part of Louisiana tei’ritory. From June 4, 1812, until August

10, 1820, it AA’as a jmrt of Alissouri territory. From August 10,

1821, until June 28, 1834, it aauis outside the pale of all organized

gOAmrnment, except that congress had general jurisdiction. From
June 28, 1834, to April 20, 1836, it aa’US a part of Alichigan ter-

ritory. From April 20, 1836, to June 12, 1838, it aauas a part of

AA'isconsin territory. From June 12, 1838, to December 28, 1846,-

it AA'as a part of the territory of loAAm and aauis includecl in the

boundaries at first jAroposed for the state of Ioaaua. From Decem-

ber 28, 1846, to Alarch 3, 1849, it AAms again Avitliout territorial

affiliation. From Alarch 3, 1849, to Alay 11, 1858, it AA'as a part of

Alinnesota territory, and on the latter date liecame an integral

part of that soA'ereign state.



CHAPTER VI.

EARLY SETTLEMENT.

Unknown Traders—Building of Fort Snelling—Cantonment at

New Hope—First Child Born in Dakota County—Major
Lawrence Taliaferro—Distinguished Visitors—American Fur
Company—Arrival of Sibley—Early Missionaries—The Pond
Brothers^—Plowing at Kaposia—Brunson and King—Meth-

odist Mission at Kaposia—Rev. Thomas S. Williamson

—

Presbyterian Mission at Kaposia—Miss Bishop’s Letter

—

Later Settlers—Modern Conditions Have Their Beginning

—Origin of Names in Dakota County.

AVliile areliaelog'ists are busy with the question as to who were

tlie first human beings in Dakota county and are studiously try-

ing to read in the mounds the answer to the perplexing problem

as to wb(‘1her tliere was really human intelligence here at the

close of the last glacial epoch, or whether the common ancestors

of the tSioux and the lowas hunted in this vicinity since time

immemorial; the historians are no less Imsy with the question as

to who was the first white man to actually take up his abode in

Dakota county.

All ages have had adventurous souls, and so long as man-

kind has existed tliere have been those who, to escape from the

results of their crimes, or to absent themselves from uncongenial

surroundings, have fled fo the desert. The unwritten history

of North America is full of incidents of men rvlio have taken

up their aliode with the Indians, forgetful of their white kins-

folk, and the annals of the early colonies are no less replete

.with stories of men who, in pushing into the wilderness, rvere

never again heard of. A¥ho can say whether these men met

tlieir death, or willingly chose a life among the savages, far

from the restraints of civilization?

Traders also made journeys to points which they did not

identify on maps, traded rvitli the Indians, took up their teni-

jiorary abode with them and mated with the squarvs. Indians

Avith indications of French blood were not uncommon in the

early days of the nineteenth century in this locality. Joseph

Renville, a prominent half-breed interpreter, was born at Kapo-

sia, in 1779, the son of a Sioux Avoman and a French trader, Avho

must have lived for a time at least in this county or vicinity.

110
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Neill relates a tradition that even before Renville’s birth there

Avas a trading post at IMendota and giA^es the name of the ti-ader

as Pag'onta, or the IMallard Dnek. He Avas shot, it is said, by

Ixkatape.

It is, indeetl, reasonable to suppose that from Le Sueur’s time

oiiAvard traders visited this locality Avith more or less frecpieney

and hxetl at least a temporary residence here. In the early part

of tlie nineteenth century James Aird Avas a trader at IMendota.

Aitken arrived at that point in 1812 and declared that the post

at that time had the appearance of having been occupi("d for

thirty or forty years, although upon Avhat tuudence he l)ased

his assumption is not learned.

The actual settlement of Dakota county rhdes from the estal)'

lishment of Port Snelling, in 1819.

The cession of land procured by Lieutenant Pike at the con

liuence of the St. Peter (IMinnesota) and .Mississippi rivers, in

1805. liad been foi' the purpose of erecting a United States fort.

The matter Avas alloAved to rest for some years, hoAvever, and

soon the AVar of 1812 occupied tlie attention of the government.

In 1819, liOAveAuu-, came aAvakened interest. The fact tliat Lord

Selkirk Avas founding a colony on the borders of the United

States, in Canada, may or may not have had an important hear-

ing on this decision. At any rat(% in 1819 the estal)lishnuuit of

a military post at the mouth of the Alinnesota Avas decided upon.

February 10, 1819, the folloAving order Avas issued by the Avar

department, concmitratiiig the Fifth Regiment of Infantry at

Detroit, under LieTiteant Colonel Leavemvorth, Avith a vieAV to

proceeding Avest

;

“Major (leneral Maeomh, commander of the Fifth military

department, Avill Avithout delay concentrate at Detroit the Fifth

Regiment of Infantry, excepting the recruits othenvise directed

hjr the general order liereAvith transmitted. As soon as the navi-

gation of the lakes Avill admit he Avill cause the regiment to be

trausiAorted to Fort HoAvard; from thence, by the Avay of the

Fox and AA'isconsin rHers, to Prairie du Chien, and, after detach-

ing a sufficient number of companies to garrison Ports CraAv-

foi'd and Armstrong, the rcunainder Avill proceed to the mouth of

the River St. lYter’s, Avhere they Avill establish a post, at Avhich

the headcpiarters of the regiment Avill he located. The regiment,

preAuous to its departure, Avill receAe the necessary supplies of

clothing, provisions, arms and ammunition. Immediate applica-

tion Avill be made to Brigadier General Jesup, quarteianaster

general, for funds necessary to execute the movements required

by this order.”

On the thirteenth of April this additional order Avas issued

at Detroit

:
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“The season having now arrived when tlie lakes may be navi

gated with safety, a detachment of the Fifth Regiment, to con-

sist of IMajor iMarston’s and Captain Fowle’s companies, under
tlie command of Major i\Iuhlenl)urg, will proceed to Green Bay.
Surgeon’s Mate K. M. Byrne, of the Fifth Regiment, Avill accom-
pany the detaclunent. The assistant tleputy (piartermaster gen-

eral will furnish the necessary transport and will send by the

same o])i)ortunity 200 barrels of provisions, wliich he will draw
from the contractor at this post. The provisions must be ex-

aminetl and inspected and pi-operly put up for transportation,

(-olonel Leavenworth will, without delay, prepare his regiment

to move to the ])ost on the ^Mississippi, agreeable to the division

order of the tenth of February. The assistant deputy quarter-

master general Avill fuiaiish the necessary transportation, to be

I'eady l)y the first of Alay next. The colonel will make requisi-

tion for such stores, ammunition, tools and implements as may
be re(piired and he be able to take with him on the expedition.

Particular instructions will be given to the colonel, explaining

the objects of his exj>edition.

”

On Wednesday, the last day of June, 1819, Colonel Leaven-

worth and troops arrived from Green Bay, at Prairie du Chien.

Scarcely had they reached this point when Charlotte Seymour,

the wife of Lieutenant Nathan Clark, a native of Hartford,

Conn., gave birth to a daughter, Avhose first bajJismal name was

tJiarlotte, after her mother, and the second Ouisconsin, given

by the officers in view of the fact that she was born at the junc-

tion of that stream ( noAV rendered AVisconsin) with the Alissis-

sippi.

In time Charlotte Ouisconsin married a young lieutenant, a

native of Princeton, N. J., and a graduate of AA'est Point, Avho

became Gen. II. P. Van Cleve.

In June, under instructions from the Avar department, Alaj.

Thomas Foi'syth, connected Avith the office of Indian affairs,

left St. Louis Avith .j^2,000 Avorth of goods to be distributed among

the Sioux Indians, in accordance Avith the agreement of 1805,

already referred to, made by Pike.

About nine o’clock of the morning of the fifth of July he

joined Leaweinvorth and his command at Prairie du Chien. Some

time Avas occupied by Leav'enAvorth aAvaiting the arrival of ord-

nance, proAusions and recruits, but on Sunday morning, the

eighth of August, about eight o’clock, the expedition set out for

the point nOAv knoAvn as Alendota. The flotilla Avas quite impos-

ing; there Avere the colonel’s barge, fourteen batteaux with

ninety-eight soldiers and officers, tAvo large canal or AlackinaAV

boats, filled Avith various stores, and Forsyth’s keel boat, con-

taining goods and presents for the Indians. On the tAventy-third
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of August Forsyth reached the mouth of the Miuiiesota with his

boat, and the next morning Colonel Leavenworth arrived, and

selecting a place at Mendota, near the present railroad bridge,

he ordered the soldiers to cut down trees and make a clearing.

On the next Saturday Colonel Leavenworth, Major Vose, Sur-

geon Purcell, Lieutenant Clark and the wife of Captain Good-

ing visited the Palls of St. Anthony with Forsyth, in his keel

boat.

Early in Septemljer two more l)oats and a batteaux, with

officers and 120 recruits, arrived.

Charlotte Ouisconsin Clark, who afterwards became J\Irs.

Van Cleve, was the first white baby in Dakota county and is said

to have been an object of great curiosity to the Indians, who
came from near and far to see her. Only the rudest pickets

and tents were ready for use the first winter, that of 1819-20,

and until these could be erected the company was obliged to

occupy the flat boats. IMrs. Ellett writes in a sketch of Mrs.

Clark as follows; “After living with her family in a boat for

a month it was a highly appreciated luxury for iMrs. Clark to

find herself at home in a log hut, plastered with clay and chinked

for her reception. It was December before they got into their

winter cpiarters, and the fierce winds of that exposed region,

with terrific storms now and then were enough to make them

keep within doors as much as possible. Once in a violent

tempest the roof of their dwelling was raised by the wind

and partly slid off. There was no protection for the inmates,

but tlie Iihlyy in the cradle was pushed under the bed for safety.

Notwithstanding these discomforts and perils, the inconveniences

they had to encounter and their isolated situation, the little

party of pioneers were not without the social enjoyments; they

were nearly all young married persons, cheerful and fond of

gayety, and had their dancing assemblages once a fox’tnight.
”

Ninety-eight soldiers and twenty boatmen composed the first

force that arrived at St. Peter’s and half of these were sick.

September 1 IMajor Forsyth, Indian agent, Avho accompanied the

original expedition, while retuiming to St. Louis met 120 re-

cruits at the head of Lake Pepin on their way to the canton-

ment. AVith these added forces there was no inconsiderable

garrison at St. Peter’s. But they passed a terrible winter. The

land scurvy Ixroke out in malignant form among the troops.

AVell men at night were dead in the morning. A soldier was

relieved from his tour of sentinel duty, says General Sibley, and

stretched himself upon the bench of the guard room ;
four hours

after, when he Avas called upon to resume his post, he Avas dis-

coA'ered to be lifeless. LeaA^euAvorth, accompanied by others,

set out in sleighs through the Indian country in search of anti-
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scorbuties. They obtained spruce from the St. Croix and Chip-

pewa rivers and vinegar at Prairie dn Chien. Notwithstanding

these preventive measures nearly one-half of the company died.

The bad quality of the provisions Avas doubtless the cause of

the disease. The accounts all agree that their quality Avas vil-

lainous. The brine Avas di'aAvn from the pork barrels at St. Louis

to lighten the load, for the benefit of the dishonest contractors;

and to avoid detection the l)arrels Avere refilled Avith river Avater

before their delivery at the post. It Avas not until after tAvo

seasons that this uiiAAdiolesome fraud Avas discovered. Thus, Avin-

ter Avore aAvay, and the siTiiny springtime brought joy to all

hearts.

The first sutler of the post Avas a Mr. Devotion. He brought

Avith him a young man named Philander Prescott, Avho Avas born

in 1801. at PhelpstoAvn, Ontario coAinty, Ncav York. At first

they stopped at IMud lieu Islantl, in the ^Mississippi, beloAv the

mouth of the St. Croix river. Coming up late in the year 1819,

at the site of the present toAVU of Hastings, they found a keel-

boat load(‘d Avith supplies for the cantonment, in charge of Lieu-

tenant Oliver, detained by the ice.

Amid all the changes of the troops, IMr. Prescott remaiuetl

nearly all his life in the vicinity of the post, to AA'hich he came

Avhen a mere lad, and Avas at length killed in the SioAix massacre.

1820 . In the spring of 1820 Jean Baptiste Faribaidt brought

up LeaAa^nAvoi-th 's horses from Prairie du Chien.

The first Indian agent at the post Avas a former army officer,

LaAvrence Taliaferro, pronounced Toliver. As he had the con-

fidence of the gov(‘rnment for tAventy-one suceessiA^e years, he is

deserAung of notice.

His family Avas of Italian origin, and among the early settlers

of Virginia. He Avas born in 1794, in King AVilliam county, in

that state, and Avhen, in 1812, Avar Avas declared against Great

Britain, Avith four In-others, he entered the army, and Avas com-

missioned as lieutenant of the Thirty-fifth infantry. He behaved

gallantly at Fort Fn-ie and Sackett’s Harbor, and after peace Avas

declared he Avas retained as a first lieutenant of the Third In-

fantry. In 1816 he Avas stationed at Port Dearborn, uoav the

site of Chicago. While on a furlough he called one day upon

President IMonroe, Avho told him that a fort Avould be built near

the Falls of St. Anthony and an Indian agency established, to

Avhich he offered to appoint him. His commission Avas dated

IMarch 27, 1819, and he proceeded in due time to his post.

On the fifth day of May, 1820, LeaveuAvorth left his winter

quarters at Alendota, crossed the stream and made a summer

camp near the i)resent military graveyard, Avhich, in consequence

of a fine spring, has been called “Camp ColdAAUter.” The In-
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dian agency, under Taliaferro, remained for a time at the old

cantonment.

The commanding’ officer established a line garden in the bot-

tom lands of the IMinnesota, and on the fifteenth of June the

earliest garden peas were eaten. The first distinguished visitors

at the new encampment were Gov. Lewis Cass, of IMichigau, and

Henry Schoolcraft, who arrived in July by way of Lake Superior

and Sandy lake.

The relations of Colonel Leavenworth with the Indian agent

at this time were not as harmonious as they might have been.

The former was disposed to distribute medals and presents and

assumed duties that had not been delegated to him. Governor

Cass, returning from his tour to the upper Mississippi, stopped

at Camp Coldwater and seems to have appreciated the agent’s

position. The actions of the colonel led to the following letter

from IMajor Taliaferro;

“Camp St. Peters, July 30, 1820.

“Dear Sir: As it is now understood that I am the agent for

Indian affairs in this country and you are almnt to leave the

upper Mississippi, in all probability in the course of a month

or two, I Img leave to suggest, for the sake of a general under-

standing with the Indian tribes in this country, that any medals

you may possess would, liy l)eing turned over to me, cease to be

a topic of remark among the different bands of Indians under

my direction. I will pass to yon any voucher that may l)e re-

cpured, and I beg leave to observe also that my progress in in-

fluence is much impeded in consequence of their frequent inter-

course with the garrison. The more they become familiarized

to our strength in this country, the less apt they are to respect

either the agent or Ids government. On reflection ^mu will doulff-

less think me correct. I am, sir, very respectfully, your friend

and olmdient servant, Lawrence Taliaferro, Indian agent, upper

Mississippi, to Colonel II. Leavenworth, commanding Fifth In-

fantry, Camp Coldwater.”

This disastrous effect of the unrestricted intercourse of In-

dians, with the soldiers of the garrison, was forcibly exhibited a

few days subsequent to the date of this letter. August 3, ]\Iah-

gosau, a chief called by the whites “Old Bustard,” accompanied

by another Indian, visited Camp Coldwater and was presented

Avith “fire Avater.” While on his return to the agency, still kept

at the first cantoument, his comrade stabbed him. The occurence

called forth the folloAving note: “Indian Agency, St. Peters,

August 5, 1820, Dear Sir : Ilis excellency. Governor Cass, during

his Ausit to this post remarked to me that the Indians in this

quarter Avere spoiled, and at the same time said that they should
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not be permitted to enter the camp. I beg leave to suggest to

you the propriety of his remark, by an observance of which niy

influence may be facilitated and the government respected. An
unpleasant affair has lately taken place. I mean the stabbing

of the old chief, IMahgosau, l)y his comrade. This was caused,

douldless, by an anxiety to obtain the chief’s whiskey. I beg,

therefore, that no whiskey whatever be given to any Indian

unless it be through their proper agent. While an overplus

of Avhisky thwarts the beneficent and humance policy of the

government, it entails misery upon the Indians, and endangers

their lives as well as those of their own people. Very respect-

fully, your ol>edient servant, Lawrence Taliaferro, Indian agent,

to Col. II. Leavenworth, commanding Fifth infantry.
’ ’

A few days after this correspondence, Colonel Josiah Snelling

arrived, and relieved Leavenworth. His presence infused system

and energy among men and officers. On September 10, the corner

stone of Fort St. Anthony (afterward named Fort Snelling) was

laid. Tlie l)arracks were at first log structures. During the sum-

mer of 1820 a party of the Sisseton Sioux killed, on the Missomd,

Isadoi-e Poujmn, a half-breed, and Joseph Andrews, a Canadian,

two men in the employ of a fur company. As soon as the intelli-

gence reached the Agent, Major Taliaferro, trade with the Sioux

was interdicted until the guilty were surrendered. Finding that

they were deprived of blankets, powder, and tobacco, a council

was held at Big Stone lake, and one of the murderers, and the

aged father of another, agreed to go down and surrender them-

selves.

On Noveml)er 12, escorted by friends and relatives, they ap-

proached the post. Halting for a brief period, they formed and

marched in solemn procession to the center of the parade ground.

In advance was a Sisseton, bearing a British flag; next came the

murderer, and the old man who had off’ered himself as an atone-

ment for his son, with their arms pinioned and large wooden

splinters thrust through the flesh above the elbow, indicating

their contempt for pain
;
and in the rear followed friends chanting

the death-song.

After Imrning the British flag in front of the sentinels of the

fort, tliey formally delivered the prisoners. The murderer was

sent under guard to St. Louis, and the old man detained as a

hostage.

The first white women in Minnesota were the Avives of the

officers. Mrs. Abigail Snelling accompanied her husband, and in

September, 1820, gave birth to a daughter, which was not only the

first white child born in Dakota county, but also the first Avhite

child born in Minnesota. Mrs. Snelling ’s sick room at Mendota
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was papered and carpeted with buffalo robes, and made as Avarm

and as comfortable as possible.

During the winter of 1820, LaidloAV and others, in behalf of

Lord Selkirk’s Scotch settlers at Pembina, Avhose crops had been

destroyed by grasshoppers, passed the Cantonment, on their way
to Prairie du Chien, to purchase Avheat. Upon the fifteenth of

April they Imgan their return with their Mackinaw boats, each

loaded with tAvo hundred bushels of AAdieat, one hundretl of oats,

and tliirty of peas, and reached.the mouth of the Minnesota early

in May. Ascending this stream to Big Stone lake, the l)oats AA’ere

draAvu on rollers a mile and a half to Lake TraAmrse, and on the

third of dune arrived at Pembina and cheered the desponding and

needy settlers of the Selkirk colony.

1821. The year 1821 Avas occupied by the soldiers in the con-

struction of the fort, and by iMajor Taliaferro, the agent, in dissi-

pating the ])rejudices of the Indians, instilled by British traders.

September 21, a party of Sissetons Ausited the agent, and the

spokesman said; “We are glad to find your door open today,

my father. The Indians, you see, are like the Avild dogs of the

prairie. M’hen they stop at night they lie doAvu in the open air,

and rise Avith the sun and pursue their journey. I applied for the

other murderer of the white men of the iMissouri, but in bringing

him doAvn, the fear of being hung induccAl him to stab himself to

death.”

Early in August, a young and intelligent mixed blood, Alexis

Bailly, left the fort for the Bed River settlement, Avith a drove

of thirty or forty cattle. October 1, Major Taliaferro and some

of the other officers of the fort, and klrs. Gooding, rode up to

the Falls of Saint Anthony, to visit the government mill being

constructed under the supervision of Lieutenant McCabe. Tavo

Aveeks later. Colonel Suelling, Lieutenant Baxley, Mrs. Gooding,

and JMajor Taliaferro Avent to Prairie du Chien in the keelboat

“Saucy Jack.”

In October, 1821, Mrs. Snelliug’s child, Elizabeth, the first

Avhite child born in Minnesota, died at Mendota, Avhere she Avas

born, and Avas the first interment in the military cemetery at Port

Snelling. A stone still marks the graA^e of this child.

1822. Early in January, 1822, Alexis Bailly, Colonel Robert

Dickson, and IMessrs. LaidloAv and Mackenzie arrived at the

Prairie from Selkirk Settlement. AA^hile here, the Indian agent

learned that at a sawmill on the Black river, built by Hardin

Perkins, a foreign subject named J. B. Alayraud, Avas trading

Avithout a license, and on February 2, he sent Thomas AIcNair to

seize his goods. The notorious Joseph Rolett, Sr., attemiAted to

frustrate the plan by sending Alexis Bailly to gHe warning. On
the same day that McNair was sent to Black river, M. Dousman
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was aiilliorized to take ])Ossession of the stores of Moutreville,

trading' -witli the Indians above Lake Pepin. F'roni that time the

old Dritish traders did not leave a stone nntiirned to effect the

removai of iMajor Taliaferro, as he could not he coaxed nor intimi-

dated to -wiidv at the plans for fleecing' the ignorant Indians.

In the fall of 1822 Fort St. Anthony was sufficiently completed

to admit of its occupancy hy the troops.

In the si)ring' of 1823, it was proved that it was practicable

to navigate the Mississippi with Meamboats as far as the Minne-

sota river. The Virginia, a steamer 118 feet in length and 22 in

width, commanded by Captain Crawford, on the lOth of May,

made its appearance at the fort, and was received with a salute.

Among the i)assengers were iMajor Biddle, Lieutenant Russell,

Taliaferro, the Indian agent, and Beltrami, an Italian refugee and

traveller, Avith letters of inti'oduction to Colonel Snelling and

family. On duly 3, jMajor Long, of the Topographical Engineers,

arrived at the fort, at the head of an expedition to explore the

klinnesota river and the region along the northern l)oundary line

of the Ibiited States. Beltrami, at the instance of Colonel Snell-

ing, Avas ])ermitted to be one of the exploring party, and klajor

Taliaferro kindly ga.A'e him a horse and equipments. The relation

of the Italian to Long did not jAroA'c pleasant, and at Pembina

Beltrami separated from the party, and, Avith a “hois brule” and

tAvo O.pbAvays, proceeded and discovered the northern sources

of the ]\IississiiApi, and suggested Avhere the Avestern sources Avould

be found, Avhich Avas veritied by Schoolcraft nine years later,

About the second Aveek in September, Beltrami returned to the

fort by Avay of the Mississippi, escorted by forty or fifty Ojib-

Avays, and on the 25th tieparted for NeAV Orleans, Avhere he pub-

lished his discoveries in the French language.

Of the ladies AAdio Avere Avith the original cantonment, Mrs.

Gooding (Avhom tradition says is the first Avhite Avoman Avho ever

set foot on Dakota county soil) remained only until 1821, Avhen

her husl)and, afterAvard CIa])tain George Gooding, resigned and

became sutler at Prairie du Chien. Shortly before their depar-

ture their daughter Avas mai'ried at Camp Cokhvater to Lieutenant

Green. The first Avhite people married from Dakota county, hoAV-

CA^er, Avere possibly Lieutenant Denny and Caroline Hamilton,

Avhose marriage probal)ly preceded that of Lieutenant Green and

IMiss Gooding. Both these marriages Avere performed late in 1820

or early in 1821. The latter mentioned marriage took place at

Prairie du Chien, to Avhich place the bridal party descended on

the ice.

]\lrs. Nathan Clark, Avhose husl)and was afterAvard major, re-

moAmd Avith the regiment to Fort Snelling, where she continued

to reside until 1827, Avhen Major Clark was ordered to Prairie du
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Chien. ]\Irs. Snelling, after the death of Colonel Snelling, ceased

to reside in Minnesota and afterward became IMrs. Chaplin. Shh

lived to a good old age and spent her declining years Avith her

daughter at NeAA'port, Ky.

AVith this brief history of the founding of Fort Snelling it Avill

l)e seen that that historic fortress Avas first established at the

lAoint varionsly called NeAV Home, Mendota, and St. Peters.

This Avas in 1819. All of the remainder of that year and the

early months of 1820 Avere spent at this point. The snmmer of

1820 Avas spent at Camp Cohhvater, on the opposite side of the

rUer, bxE the late months of 1820 and the early months of 1821

Avere spent at Alendota,, after Avhich they again Avent into camp
across the riA'er. Late in the fall of 1821 the fort, although not

complete, Avas ready for occupancy. From that on, the history of

Fort Snelling is not properly a part of the history of Dakota

county, although its near proximity had an immediate hearing

on the early eA^ents on this side of the riA'er. While the fort Avas

occupied in the fall of 1821, it Avas not, indeed, until 1824 Avhen

the cantonment at Alendota Avas actually abandoned.

Daniel AY. lluhhard is said to have been the man to fell the

first tree for the building of the cantonment at Alendota, and Avas

thus the one Avho inaugurated modern civilization in Dakota

county. He Avas, liOAveAmr, simply acting under orders and Avas in

no sense performing a pioneer duty, as Ave understand the signifi-

cance of pioneer home builder in these days.

Duncan Campbell is reported to liaA^e had a trading post at

Alendota in 1820. In 1826 he was located at the Falls of the

St. Anthony. D. Lamont is also mentioned as a licensed trader

in 1826 at the mouth of the Minnesota. At about this time,

also, Alexis Bailly bought out Alendota for the American Fur

Company and made it the depot of trade in Alinnesota before the

Traverse des Sioirx.

Alexis Bailly continued in charge at Alendota for the Ameri-

can Fur Company until 1834.

Those Avho have l)een mentioned in this chapter, liOAveAmr, Avere

either traders or soldiers, Avho had no intention of permanent

residence. The man Avhoui history has croAAmed Avith a laurel

Avreath as the first actual settler is Jean Baptiste Faribault.

Faribault, it is true, Avas a trader, but he Avas neAmrtheless a

permanent settler in the sense that he had his family Avith him,

established here his home, broke and cutiAmted his land, and be-

came a citizen of the state Avhen the commonAvealth Avas estab-

lished. In 1820, Faribault, at the solicitation of Colonel LeaAmn-

Avorth, located on Pike's island, Avhere he built log cabins and had

some acres of ground under cultivation. In 1822 the island was

flooded, and as a result, Faribault Avas forced to remove Avith
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heavy loss to the east bank of the Mississippi. lu 1826 floods

caused liiin to again seek higher ground, and it was then that
Jean Baptiste Faribault settled in Mendota, and stepped into a
niche in the Hall of Fame as the first actual settler of Dakota
county. A biography of IMr. Faribault appears elsewhere, as does
the story of the efforts of the Indians to confirm to him the grant
of Pike’s island that they had made to their kinswoman, his wife,

Pelagi Faribault.

Joseph R. Brown, famous in the annals of the state, had a
trading post at Oliver’s Gi-ove, now Hastings, in 183J, and pos-

sibly usetl the post at a later date.

The same year, the American Fur Comi^any sent Henry H.

Sibley as their agent, to Mendota, where he remained.

Pierre Garvis, a Red River refugee, came to Mendota in 1836

and entered the employ of the American Fur Company. AVilliam

Beaumette, a Canadian stone mason, who had settled at Red
River about 1818 or 1819, lived at Mendota for some time after

the Selkirk exodus.

Vetal Guerin, who was horn in 1812 at St. Remi, Canada, ar-

rived at Mendota late in the fall of 1832, having journeyed Avith

a large company of voyageurs from Montreal. The Avhole distance

Avas made in boats. He lived at Mendota until 1839.

Antone Be Claire came about the same time.

In 1832, John L. Campbell Avas Ijorn at Mendota. He was the

son of Scott Campbell, and grandson of Colni Campbell, the

Scotch trader and interpreter of Fort Snelling. John Campbell

Avas a Aucious character and several of his brothers bore a similar

reputation. He Avas hanged by a mob in 1865 for the murder of

the JeAvett family, near Mankato.

'William Henry Forbes, born on Montreal island, Canada, in

1815, and of Scotch descent, came to Mendota in the summer of

1837. He was in the employ of General Sibley ten years and then

remoA^ed to St. Paul, AAdiere he tlied in 1875. Major Forbes mar-

ried Agnes, daughter of Alexander Faribault, in 1846.

Pierre Parrant, better known as Pig’s Bye, came to Mendota

in 1832. He was a voyageur and whisky vender.

These are but a fcAV of the remembered names. That there are

many whose names should be recorded, but Avho are noAV forgotten,

is testified to by the fact' that, in October, 1837, Avhen a survey of

the military reserve Avas made by Lieutenant E. Kirby Smith,

the document states that “The white inhabitants in the A'icinity

of Fort Snelling number 157. Of these there are seventyfive on

the south side of the Minnesota, including those at the fur com-

pany’s establishments presided over by H. H. Sibley, Alexander

Faribault and Antoine Be Claire.
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EARLY MISSIONARIES.

The French exploration of tliis vicinity dates from 1680, the

date of the coming of the first fur trader is not known, the sol-

diers came in 1819, the first actual permanent settlement was in

1826, when Jean Baptiste Faribault took up his residence in this

county. IMissiouary effort in this locality dates from 1834, Avith

the coming of S. ^Y. and Gideon H. Pond. They came from

Connecticut at their OAvn expense, and located near Lake Cal-

houn. It has been asserted that S. AY. Pond tlid the first ploAving

in Dakota county. IloAvever, Avhile it is evident, that at a Amry

early date, the Kaposia Indians may have had an offshoot of their

village on the Dakota side of the river, historical evidence, never-

theless, is to the effect that the main Kaposia village Avas on the

east side of the river until 1836 or 1837, and it Avas, therefore,

not in Dakota county that Pev. Pond did his ploAving.

This early missionary has, liOAveAmr, left some interesting

documents, and the folloAving cpiotatious from his Avritings, sup-

plementing, as they do, a previous chapter on the Indians of this

county, may not proA'e amiss.

“ AYakiuyantanka (Big Thunder), of Kapo.sia, the father of

Little CroAV, Avas, in his personal appearance, the reverse of AYa-

kouta. His features Avere repulsiAm, his manners ungainly anti

aAvkAvard, and his disposition unamiable. Ilis countenance, Avhieh

could ne\mr haAm been beautiful, had been rendered more dis-

agreeable liy a Avouud received in the mouth. His behavior in

his youth had been so unsatisfactory that Avhen his father died,

in the Avinter of 1833-34, Alajor Taliaferro, the Indian agent, did

not acknoAvledge him as chief of the Kaposia banti Avithout great

reluctance. He had a superabundance of energy and resolution,

and quite enough shreAvdness and ciAiining; but he had ahvays

an ungOA'ernable temper, and though in some respects superior to

his son. Little CroAv, he could neA'er play the hypocrite so Avell

as he.

“In the spring of 1834, Alajor Bliss, then in command at Fort

Snelling, informed me that Big Thunder had applied to him to

get some ploAving done at his Aullage, but he could only furnish

them a team and iaIoav. As the Indians Avere incompetent to

manage them, I volunteered to go doAvn and assist in the ploAving.

I Avas to manage the oxen, and the chief Avas to furnish men to

hold the ploAv. Some of the band came up aud carried doAvn the

ploAv in a canoe, and others droAm the oxen doAvn
;
but Avhen Ave

reached the field, none Avere Avilling to take hold of the ploAv.

They Avere all anxious to have ploAving done, but Avere unAvilling

to expose their awkAvardness. I had been among the Dakotas

only a feAv days, and understood almost nothing of their Ian-
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guag-e, l)ut I could easily perceive that the chief was in trouble.
J eould have plowed as well, perhaps better, without their aid,

hut I had promised to help them only on condition that they
Avould help themselves. Big Thunder did not hesitate long, for as

soon as he ascertained that no one would touch the plow, he took
hold of it himself, and doubtless plowed the first furrow that

Avas ever phnved by a Sioux chief. I le Avas soon folloAved by Big
Iron, his chief soldier, and the tAvo held the ploAV alternately

through the Aveek, ]>loAviug for those avIio Avould not ploAV for

themselves. If their strength had been skillfully applied, the

Avork AA'Oidd not luiA'e been A'ery hard for them, since they AA'ere

both strong men; hut they labored like men Avrestling, so that it

Avas ])rol)ahly the hardest Aveek’s Avork that they ever did.

“As the Avork Avas rather liartl for the oxen, it Avas necessary

to sto]) 1hem occasionally and let them stand a fcAV minutes.

During one of these intervals of rest. Big Thunder and Big Iron

seemed to he in earnest consultation about something, and finally,

one of them took off his belt, tied it to the ring of the yoke,

and attemptd to lead the oxen l)y it, Avhile the other held the

oloAv. The experiment Avas, of coui‘se, a decided failure. They
desisted Amry cpaickly from their undertaking Avhen they saAV hoAV

much 1 Avas amused l)y it. Perhaps they themselves perceived

the alisurdity of trying to lead cattle by the yoke Avhile the ploAV

Avas attached to it, for they both had common sense.

“Big Thunder had several Avives and many children. In the

spring of 1841, the Avriter attempted to dissuade him from ac-

companying a Avar party Avhich Avas then nearly ready to start

from Kaposia. lie Avas told that the course he Avas pursuing

might bring evil on himself and his people. Many of his children

happened to be present and, pointing to them, he said: “The
Great Spirit is Ann-y friendly to me

;
see hoAV many children he

has given me; T am not afraid of his displeasure.” The next day

tAvo of his sons Avere killed l)y the OjihAvays, and feA\^‘ of his chil-

dren died natural deaths. Tavo committed suicide
;
some Avere

killed in battle, and tAvo Avere murdered at the instigation of their

brother. Little CroAV, they having first Avounded him in an attempt

to take his life. Big Thunder accidentally shot himself seAmral

years before his hand left Kaposia.

“Wamditanka (Big Eagle), chief of the Black Dog band, Avas

a man of not more than ordinary abilities. Nothing noteAVorthy

in his character or career is knoAvn to the Avriter. Pie Avas an old

man in 1834, and he may have appeared to better advantage

Avhen younger.

“Marpiya-Avichashta (Cloud Man), of Lake Calhoun, Avas not

a hereditary chief. A feAV families settled there for the purpose

of trying an experiment at farming, and as he Avas the fittest man
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among them for that office, he was appointed chief by the agent.

“Good Road, was an intelligent man and often appeared well

in conversation; Init as a chief he had not much influence,

either with his own band oi‘ in a general council. He belonged

to that class of persons who find it easier or more natural to com-

plain of the manner in which things are done by others, than to

propose a better way of doing them themselves. He was not

so careful to avoid the use of offensive language as most of his

fellow chiefs, and the undue license Avhieh he gave his tongue

sometimes brought him into trouble.”

The first missionaries to actually settle Avithin the limits of

Dakota county Avere Rca'. Alfred Brunson and Rca'. David King,

of the IMethodist Episcopal church. Elder Brunson built the first

house at Kaposia for mission purposes.

The folloAving article Avas Avriften by Rev. Btepheu R. Riggs.

1). D., in 1880, at Beloit, ^Yis., and Avas published in the “Collec-

tions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, among the Sioux and
OjibAvays, ” in 1837.

ReA'. Alfred Brunson, of the Pittsburg Conference, had become

interested in the Indians of the Xortlnvest, by reading Lieu-

tenant Allen’s account of his A’oyage Avith Schoolcraft, Avhen in

search of the head of the IMississippi. He communicated this

interest to the conference, at its meeting in July, 1835, and, re-

ceiving an appointment to that Avork, he immediately set out on

horse back and traAmled through the states of Ohio, Indiana and

Illinois, and up to Fort Cra.Avford, at Prairie du Chien. In the

Avinter he rode back to his home in the MeadAulle district, and

found his family ready Avith a lioat to remove in the early spring.

It Avas the middle of July Avlieii they reached Prairie du Chien,

too late to commence operations in the Indian country. But

in the meantime Mr. Brunson, considering that an interpreter Avas

needed in commencing mission AVork among the Sioux, and learn-

ing that James Thompson, a slaAm, avIio had a Sioux Avoman for a

Avife, Avas Avith his master, an officer at Port Suelling, and could be

purchased for $1,200, he Avrote on to his friends in the East. This

Avas the time Avhen the anti-slaAmry feeling ran highest in Ohio,

and multitudes of people Avere only too glad to contribute to

the fund that Avas started in Cincinnati for the purpose of ob-

taining for James Thompson his liberty, that he might serve in

the IMethodist church in giving the gospel to the Sioux nation.

No doubt this transaction had a good result in keeping the anti-

slaA'ery fires burning brightly, but as a missionary inAmstment

it Avas an act of Amry doubtful utility. So it appeared to us of

the Presbyterian mission. Thompson Avas a Amry indifferent in-

terpreter and not a reliable man, and so Avas dismissed from the

mission before its disbandment.
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During the winter of 1836-7, Elder Brunson made liis arrange-
ments, and on i\Iay lOtli, embarked on a steamboat for Fort Snell-

ing. After consulting with the agent and officers of the garrison,

the village of Kaposia, six or eight miles below the fort, on the
west side of the I\Iississippi (the present location of South Park,
a suburb of Soutli St. Paul), was the place selected for their first

station. This was known as “Little Crow’s village.” At this

time the name of the chief was Wamde-tanka, (Big Eagle). Flis

father’s name was Chatan-wak-owa-mani—“ Who-walks-pursu-
ing-a-hawk”—from which “Little Crow” seems to have been
taken. The dynasty became extinct in Taoyati-doota, the Little

Crow of the outbreak of 1862.

Superintendent Brunson had with him David King, as teacher,

witli his family, and a farmer and his family, with Jim, the inter-

preter, and a hired man. Immediately they commenced to erect

mission buildings of logs. Elder Brunson returned to Prairie du
Chien for supplies, and in his second trip up he took with him
George Copway, John Johnson and Peter Marksman, three young
Ojibways, who had been converted in Upper Canada, under the

labors of Peter Jones and William Case. They were to go down
to the Methodist mission school at Jacksonville, 111., but in the

meantime they could put in some month’s work on the upper
Mississippi. The Sioux could hardly believe that they were Ojib-

ways, for they worked, they said, like Frenchmen. In September
of that year a treaty was made with the OjibAvays by Governor

Dodge, at Fort Snelling. Mr. Brunson and his three young Ojib-

way converts were present, and made a good unpressiou.

At the conference which met at Jacksonville, in October, 1837,

supplies were voted to carry on the ncAV missions, and Rev. T. AY.

Pope and Rev. James G. AVhitford, with Hiram Delap, were added

to his force of Avorkers. These neAv men went immediately up
to the station at Kaposia, while Elder Brunson p)iirchased sup-

plies. The roAV boat which took up these was frozen up in the

middle of November and they had to be transported on the oce,

from the loAver end of Lake Pepin.

Early in Alay, 1838, Superintendent Brunson took a steam-

boat and Avent to visit the Sioux mission. He found that the mis-

sion had wintered comfortably, the school under Mr. King had

been somewhat successful, and the spring work for the Indians

Avas prosecuted with such vigor that more than 100 acres of land

Avas ploAved for them, to the great delight of the Indians. In

their school, contrary to the practice of the other missions among

the Sioux, they determined only to teach English.

At this time the war spirit ran high at Little CroAv’s village

in consecpienee of the three families killed in April near Lae qui

Parle, by Hole-in-the-Day. But nevertheless, Mr. Brunson, with
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three Avhite men and his interpreter, started in the last days of

June, up the Mississippi, to visit the OjiljAvays and arrange for

the establishment of a mission among- the Ojibways. They
reached Crow AVing, the village of Hole-in-the-Day, Avhile the

question of returning the Sioux captive woman was being dis-

cussed. i\Ir. Brunson represents IIole-in-the-Day, the dirtiest and

most savage looking of them all, as not being willing for her

delivery for some time
;
and finally yielding under pressure. In

the then excited state of affairs the missionary company ditl no

more at this time than examine some localities where a mission

could be established.

In the month of August, Elder Brunson took “Whitford and

Randolph,” with “Bungo,” an 0jibway interpreter, and started

up the St. Croix to visit Lac Court Grilles. But when they had

almost reached the place, some dogs, one night, ate up the Imcon.

and they were obliged to return. This seemed to be providential,

for in the meantime, Hole-in-the-Day had come down to Fort

Snelling with a few men. One of these had been shot by the

Sioux, and they in turn killed two of their enemies. AYhereupon,

to keep the party of Hole-in-the-Day from 1>eing entirely cut off.

the commandant of the garrison took them Avithin its walls. This

greatly enraged the Sioux, avIio Avere uoav planning to attack the

fort also. In this storm of excitement the occupants of the mis-

sion got some of their effects into a large bark canoe, and Avould

haA’e fled doAAUi the Mississippi
;
but Little CroAV commanded them

back to their house, placed his sou, the third Little CroAV, as

guard over them, and assured them of safe protection. The next

day, unexpectedly to them all. Elder Brunson returned. They

talked and prayed over the situation, and concluded that it Avas

safe for them to lie doAvn and sleep under the protection of the

Great Father above. But the Elder himself Avent out by night

to see the scalp dance.

AVhen Superintendent Brunson returned to Prairie du Chien

that fall, Jiram Delap and family, and AVitt Randolph returned

Avith him. He Avent doAvn to Alton, 111., and attended the con-

ference, and then purchased siipplies for the mission and Avent up

on the steamer “Gypsy,” AAdiere, as passengers, he met Dr. Emer-

son and Avife, Avith the afterAvards famous “Dred Scott,” as theii-

slaA-e. From this trip Elder Brunson returnetl home sick, and did

not AA'liolly recover for several years.

In the meantime, the good Alethodist people, not considering

that a mission to saA'age Indians is not a harvest fi(dd in Avhich

they could reap immediately, nor eA-en “a prairie farm,” from

Avliieh a crop might be expected in tAA-o or three years, but real

scrub-and-grab laud, Avhich, required an immense amount of hard

Avork before the harvest came, became dissatisfied and complained
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that tliere Avere no results and a great expenditure. This was
unreasonal)le, l)ut I\Iethodisin then had not learned to Avork and
AAUiit for fruit in such unpromising fields.

In the summer of 1839, ReA^ Mr. Pope’s health having failed,

he left tlie mission, as Elder Brunson resigned his superin-

tentlency, and Rev. B. T. KaAurnaugh Avas appointed in Ids place.

Among the “some fruit’’ in the spiritual haiwest of the first

years of this mission Avork, is mentioned the conA^ersions of one

Jacob Pallstrum and his family. As a SAvedish hoy, Eallstrum

liad come OA^er to Lord Selkirk’s settlement, married a half Ojib-

Avay Avoman and Avorked his Avay doAvn to the neighl)orhood of

Fort Snelling. As he talked the Ojil)Avay language they made
him preacher to his Avife’s people.

Immediately after his appointment. Elder Kavauaugh pro-

ceeded to his missionary held, taking AAutli him Ruv. Samuel
Spates, Rev. Huddleston, ReA^ John Johnson and Rca'. Peter

klai-ksman, the tAvo latter native Ojilnvays. ’With them he pro-

ceeded up the Mississippi and established a mission at Elk river,

on the east bank of the Mississippi. There, on the 30th of Decem-

bei-, 1839, IMr. Huddleston died of dysentery, and Avas buried on

file top of the hill overlooking the river. It is recorded that

Hole-in-the-Day east a heap of stones on his grave, “to mark the

place Avhere the gootl man lies, Avho came to bless us.”

The mission among the Sioux at Kaposia Avas much annoyed

by the Avar parties in the spring of 1841, and the school Avas

closed by order of Little CroAV. klr. tiolton and his family had,

before this time, retired from the mission and made a home on

the other side of the Mississippi in the edge of Red Rock prairie.

Others perhaps settled on the same prairie. The Indians became

insolent arid exacting. Perhaps they had been spoiled from the

l)eginning by having too much done for them liy the missionaries.

It Avas reported to us that Indian men Avould come in the night

to the mission and demand food, Avhieh the missionaries felt

obliged to give them. Accordingly Elder Kavanaugh put up

buildings on Red Rock prairie, Avhere a school Avas maintained

for several years for Indian, half-I)reed and Avhite children.

November 20, 1846, missionary effort at Kaposia Avas reneAved,

this time I)y the Presbyterians, under the auspices of the Ameri-

can Board of Commissioners of Foreign ]\Iissions. Rev. Thomas

8. Wulliamson, M. D., ha,d come to Fort fSnelling in 1835, and,

after summoning some associates from the east, had established

a Presbyterian church at the fort. He then located at Lac qui

Parle. But many discouragements came. “So, in the summer

of 1846,” says “Minesota in Three Centuries,” “AAdxen he re-

ceived an inAutation from Chief Little CrOAV to come doAvn and

establish a school and a mission at Kaposia, Avhere the Methodist
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mission liad been not long before, the Doctor seemed to regard

it as a divine snmmons to duty, and at once accepted and went.

In the autumn he Avent to Kaposia and built the station and
established himself. Dr. AYilliamson's Kaposia mission Avas fairly

successful. A number of Indian boys and girls attended the

school and acquired the rudiments of the language and a num-
ber of the men learned to ploAV and hoe and even to drXe nails

and saAV boards. There Avas no persecution, as there had been

at TraA'erse des Sioux and Lac qui Parle, for the chief, Avho had
his people Avell in hand, foiLade any unkind conduct AvhateA’er

tOAvard the “sacred men’’ Avho had come by his invitation, and

then there Avas Port Snelling, Avith its soldiers, nearby.

“Dr. AAdlliamson not only exerted a Avholesome intluence upon

the Avhite people, but during his fiA^e or six years at Kaposia he

organized a small Dakota church, composed principally of Sioux

young Avomen. AA'hen, in 1853, the Indians, under the treaty of

IMendota, Avere moved up the Aliniiesota, Dr. AVilliamson Avent

AA’ith them, and finally died in their seiwice.

“The Indian men of Kaposia had nothing but contempt for

the religion of the Avhite men, and nothing but resentment for

tlie neAV manners and customs sought to be introduced among
them. Joseph Na-pay-Shnee-doota (Red Alan Who Pears Noth-

ing), Avho, according to Dr. AVilliamson, Avas the first full-

blooded Sioux )ua,n l)aptized, had come doAvn and joined the

AledaAA'akanton band for the sake of the example upon its mem-
bers. lie Avas taken sick and his tribesmen refused him assistance,

directing him to look to his neAV friends for help. AA'hen Dr.

Turner, the surgeon at Port Snelling, sent medicine Avhich lu'oke

his feA^er and caused him to recover soon afteiuvard, the pagan

Kaposians said their medicine man could haA'e cured him in far

less time.

“After a time, X"a-pay-shnee-doota made a sled, got a horse,

bought a harness for him, and hauled his fircAVOod, in.stead of fol-

loAving the convenient and time honored custom of having his

Avife carry it. AATien tliere Avas a good fall of snoAV he put his

Avife and children on the sled and gaAm them a sleigluude to

Port Snelling and back, entering the A'illage on his return Avith

some ostentation, Avhile hundreds of his indignant brethren

looked scornfully and scoAvlingly on. They told N’a-pay-shnee-

doota that such innoAmtions on the Sioux customs could not be

tolerated; that his Avife Avas no better than any one of theirs, nor

entitled to any more of the comforts and pleasures of life. To

emphasize their displeasure, they killed his dog.

“But Na-pay-shnee-doota persisted in his course. He con-

tinued to haul Avood instead of making his Avife carry it, and he

persisted in giving her and the children an occasional sleigh



128 IILSTURY OF OxVKOTA COUNTY

ride, tlius goading his brethren half to frenzy, so at last they
killed his horse. He was unable to buy another, and his sled

and harness were useless. Then his wife had to carry wood
again; she could have no more sleigh rides; hut her husband
helped her, and indeed, did the greater part of the Avork of earing

for the household in every respect.

“Little Crow steadily declined all offers of the new gospel

and refused all efforts at his redemption. He would not allow

the mission })eople to he personally injured, and he proposed that

Na-pay-shnee-doota be j^aid for his horse out of the annuities;

hut the law as to Indian annuities Avould not alloAv that. But
it was the old time medicine man that ministered to him vdien

he Avas ill Dr. AVilliamson labored hard Avith him, but to no

avail. He Avas loyal to the gods and religion of his people and
joined to his idols, so finally it Avas thought best to leave him
alone.

”

AMiile Dr. AVilliamson Avas laboring at Kaposia, he saAV the

need of a school in >St. Paul, and, accordingly, Avrote to ex-Gover-

nor Slade of Vermont, president of the National Popular Educa-

tion Society, expressing a desire that a teacher be sent to this

Aucinity.

In res[)onse to this letter Miss II. E. Bishop came to Kaposia

to 1)6 taken to St. Paul as the first regular school teacher in the

Avhite settlements of IMinnesota. Her first impressions of Kaposia

are given in a book from her pen, entitled, “Floral Home.”
“SloAvly and surely progressed the Lynx, and rapidly the hours

sped on. All nature had conspii-ed, too, for a glorious day Avhen

Ave first looked on Little CroAv’s village, or Kaposia, Avhere our

boat landed, on the morning of July 16, 1847. The ringing of

the bell occasioned a grand rush, and Avith telegraphic speed

evei'y man, Avoman and child ficAV to the landing.

“To an unsophisticated eye like mine, the scene on shore Avas

novel and grotesque, not to say repulsive
;
blankets and hair

streaming in tlie wind, limbs uncovered, children nearly naked,

the smaller ones entirely so, Avhile a papoose Avas ludicrously

peeping OA'er the shoulder of nearly eAmry squaAV. In the midst

of the Avaiting throng appeared the missionary and his sister.

###### moment of no ordinary interest, of calm, undefin-

alde joy, Avhen I entered the humble mission house. **^^*** The

day succeeding my arrival Avas the Sabbath. To the poor In-

dian all days are alike. Only a few assembled at the mission

house for Avorship
;
a messenger being sent to invite others to

come in, the room Avas soon full. Some listened with profound

attention, others remained in listless indifference, and others

quietly dozed in their seats. A few were inclined to laugh, some

hdt, but most remained until the services Avere closed.
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“They commenced their favorite game of ball, arrangements

for the same having been going on all the morning, which con-

tinued for several successive days. The competitors for the prize

place their most valuable treasures on a pole, which was carried

around by two girls to receive the stakes, and Avhen the last was
entered, the game commenced. The ball is thrown and caught

by a small circle with leather bands on each side, attached to a

lever two or three feet long. AA^lien uncaught the women fly off:

in its pursuit, and though they have no other interest in the game,

they seem equally engaged with the men. In this game the wives

of the chief were the most active. ******' Towards evening, two
Frenchmen were seen approaching the village. Suspicion was
immediately rife, with the villagers, that they were bringing with

them ‘fire-water,' and some of them came in breathless haste, en-

treating Dr. AYilliamson to prevent it, for too well they knew its

disastrous consequences.”

During the summer of 1848, the Indian missionaries of the

different tribes among the Sioux held their annual reunion at

Kaposia. There Avere present, besides Dr. Yulliamson and fam-

ily, the EeA". S. R. Riggs and Avife and three childi’en, the ReAu

Samuel AV. Pond, Roa". Gideon H. Pond, Rev. M. N. Adams and
AAufe, and Rca'. John F. Aiton and Avife, aaJio had recently joined

the mission. Besides these from the Indian country, Avere the

tAvo ladies, aa'Iio had become teachers in the AAdiite settlements,

Harriet E. Bishop of St. Paul, and Amanda Horsford of Still-

Avater. The ReAv Dr. Riggs, alluding to this meeting, Avrote

:

“The toilers of fourteen years among the Dakotas, noAV shook

hands AAutli the first toilers among the AAdiite people.”

In the year 1849, E. G. Murphy, Indian agent at Fort Snelling,

thus describes his Ausit to Kaposia: “I Avent to CroAv’s Aullage,

but it Avas at a time Avhen A^ery fcAV children Avere in attendance

at Mr. Cook’s school (the gOA^ernnient teacher). Such as Avere

present shoAved that they Avere learning to read, and one Avas

Avriting. I find many girls in attendance at the American Board

of Foreign Missions school, instructed by Jane AAulliamson, and

Avas so much pleased by the ability displayed by the instructeress,

and interested by the conduct of the children, that I must call

particular attention to it.

“On entering the school Avitli Mr. Prescott, the children be-

came very much embarassed from bashfulness, but the gentle

kindness and skill of Miss AVillianison soon restored order. Their

usual recess shortly folloAved, during Avhich time Ave visited the

farmer and had a talk Avith the chief and principal men. On our

return Ave found the school arranged again, and the Indian chil-

dren singing, assisted by several, Dr. AYilliamson and Avife, Miss

AYilliamson, Mrs. Aiton, Miss Pettijohn, a young lady well versed
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in music and who appeared to be the leader on this occasion, and
others. IMessrs. Prescott and Cook joined, and I was quite de-

lig'hted witli the singing, and much astonished to see such pro-

ilciency displayed l>y Indian girls so young. On tlie hymn being
given out they found tlie proper page, they read and sung sweetly,

keei>ing excellent time, and appeared to have correct ears for

music. They were all asked to read in their Indian books, and
produced specimens of their Avork that would do credit to any
girls of their age. Miss Williamson certainly deserves great

praise for the toil and skill she has bestoAved on these children;

to them her kindness and tenderness equal that of the most affec-

tionate mother.”

LATER SETTLERS.

Strictly speaking, none of the land in Avhat is noAV Dakota
county Avas open to settlement until after the treaty of 1851,

Avhich has already been mentioned. The military reservation

occupied the northwestern ])art of the county, and from this

civilians had been expelled, and forbidden to occupy. The vil-

lage of Mendota Avas held under a trader’s license, although in-

side the reservation. Outside of the reservation the land Avas in

the ])()Ssession of the liulians, and a Avhite man settling thereon,

(^xcei)t in an official or missionaiy capacity, hatl no legal or moral

rights. But the treaty of 1851 opened the Avhole county for

settlement. The toAAUi site of Hastings Avas secured under a

trader’s license by Alexis and Henry 0. Bailly, and these men,

Avith AVilliam Felton and family, Avho came in 1852, Avere, Avith

Ihe excei)tion of J. AV. BroAAUi, Avho had preAuously had a trading

post there, the first settlers.

Eagan, ami Avhat is noAV South St. Paul, had been settled on

liy Indian farmers (men avIio, under a previous treaty, Avere sent

by the government to teach the Indians agricidture) and mis-

sionaries. John Holton Avas Indian farmer at Kaposia, appointed

by Alajor Taliaferro in 1837-38. He Avas succeeded by Dawid

King and A. Robertson. After the treaty of 1851, Jane AAAlliam-

son laid claim to the old mission site, and to prove herself the

head of the family she adopted tAvo Indian boys. But she failed

to hold the claim. A. E. Alessenger, in 1855, obtained a part of it.

Sylvester Al. Cook in 1851, and John P. Aitou in 1852, Avith others,

settled permanently in Avhat is noAV South St. Paul.

Louis Alartin, a Frenchman, had been an Indian farmer in

Eagan toAvnship, soon after the treaty of 1837. Hazen Alooers

succeeded him in 1840. J. AV. BroAvn, Mooers’ son-in-laAV, re-

mained after the treaty of 1851 and Avas the first settler in

Eagan township.

Inver Grove toAvnship was settled in 1852 and permanently
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in 1853 by AYilliam Fincli and son, Harris Thompson, and others.

Lakeville was settled in 1853 by J. J. Brackett, and others

rapidly followed.

The Sherry brothers, Hugh and Owen, settled in Kavenna in

1852.

Waterford Avas settled by John Lamphere and others in the

fall of 1852.

Settlers then came in rapidly, and in the fall of 1856 prac-

tically every piece of land in Dakota county had been taken up.

ORIGIN OF NAMES.

The IMinuesota Historical Society has been endeavoring for

the past year to compile a list of the familiar geographical names

of Minesota, together Avith the origin of such names. In this

Avork, Hon. tVarren Upham has been particularly actHe, and in

the Dakota County department he has been ably assisted by

Hon. F. M. Crosby. FolloAving is the list as prepared by Judge
Crosby. In some instances, fuller explanation Avill be found in

the tOAvnship histories, Avhich appear later in this Avork.

Burnsville Avas named from AVilliam Burns, an early settler.

Castle Rock is named for a sandstone rock Avhich stantls alone

on a ])rairie in that tOAVu. This geologic formation, before its

partial disintegration Avhich left it in ruins, closely resembled

a castle.

Douglass Avas named tor Stephen A. Douglas, the statesman.

Eagan Avas named from Patrick Eagan, an early settler, and

a prominent man in that Aueinity. AVhile Eagan Avas a tOAvnship

officer in Eagan, the records Avould indicate that his farm Avas

across the line in IMentlota.

Farmington Aullage receAed its name from its situation in

a district exclusively devoted to farming.

CTreenvale probably receiAmd its name from the name given to

a Sunday school in the southern part of the toAvnship. The name
Avas doubtless inspired by the picturesque surroundings. Green-

vale Avas settled l)y a colony from AA'eston, 111., originally from the

Lsle of Man, and the members of this colony favored the name
of AA^estoii, but in the end, Greenvale preA'ailed. A letter from

Tlios. C. Hodgson, in regard to this matter, appears elseAvhere.

Hampton Avas named for Hampton, Conn., the natiAm place of

Nathaniel Martin, an early settler.

Eureka Avas settled liy a colony from Indiana Avho Avere travel-

ing Avitli their effects in prairie schooners, in search of a location

for a future home and who, Avhen they came to the place Avhere

they finally settled, exclaimed Eureka—I have found it.

Empire Avas named for Empire, N. Y., the native place of Mrs.
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A. J. Irving, Avife of one of tlie early settlers. William Callahan,

of Vermillion, is anthority for this statement.

Hastings received its designation from the middle name of

General Henry Hastings Sibley. Judge Solomon Sibley, of De-
troit, Hicli., studied law in IMassachusetts Avith Judge Hastings,

Avhoni he greatly admired, and gave this name to his son.

Inver Grove Avas named for Inver Grove, Ireland, the birth-

l)laee of John McGroarty, an early settler of that toAAm. Before

settling in Minnesota, McGroarty traveled on foot in NeAV Eng-
land, Avith a pack on his back, selling Irish laces.

Lakeville received its name from the fact that there is a lake

i)i that toAvn.

Lebanon received its name from Lebanon, N. II., from AAdienee

came Charles and 11. J. Verrill, early settlers.

IMarshan Avas named for Michael Marsh and his Avife, Ann.
Nininger Avas named for John Nininger, one of the proprietoi’s

of the toAvn site of the city of Nininger. He Avas a brother-in-laAV

of Governor Ramsey.

NeAV Tiber Avas named for Trier, Germany, the native place of

some of the early settlers in its Aucinity.

Randolph Avas named for John Randolph, of Roanoke, or from

John Randolph, the Virginian statesman.

Ravenna Avas named from RaAmnna, Ohio, Avhere IMrs. Albert

T. Norton had taught school.

Sciota Avas named from Sciota, Ohio. A letter from Judge
Collins on this subject appears elseAvhere.

Waterford receiA'ed its name from the fact that there Avas a

ford across Cannon river, Avithin its limits. This ford Avas on

the old trail from St. Paul to Fariliault.

South St. Paul received its name from its location in reference

to the city of St. Paul.

AVest St. Paul received its name from its location in reference

to the city of St. Paul.

Alendota is situated at the contlueuce of the Minnesota and

Mississippi rivers, and the Avord is Sioux, meaning the meeting

of tAvo Avaters.

Etter Avas named for Alexander Etter, a business man Avho

started a store there as soon as the I’ailroad was built there.

AA^estcott station received its name from Janies AA^estcott, the

original OAvner of the land Avhere it is situated.

Pine Bend is the site of old Medicine Bottle’s offshoot of the

Kaposia Aullage. It is named from the fact that pine trees stand

on the banks Aidiere the river makes a decided turn or bend.

Rich Valley was named from its location in a valley of very

fertile soil.

MiesAulle received its name from John Aliesville.
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Vermillion received its name from Vermillion river. This

river may have been named for the fact that the Indians possibly

obtained from Chimney rock a red substance with which to paint

their faces. It is more probable, however, that in the early days

the river at times may have had a reddish tinge from the disin-

tegrating of the iron pyrites, Avhich are often found in the St.

Peter sandstone of which Chimney rock is composed.

The origin of other names will be found throughout the

history.

"Where villages and townships have the same names, the name
has a common origin, the township in some instances taking its

name from the postoffice and village, Avhile in other cases, the vil-

lages have taken their names from the townships.



CIIAPTEK VJI.

PIONEER EXPERIENCES.

Reminiscences by Hon. Thomas C. Hodgson—Arriving at Hastings

—Trip Over the Prairies—Personnel of the Party—Building

A Cabin—First Sight of An Indian—Wolves and Unknown
Dangers—Hardships Endured—Terrible Land Scurvy—Dy-
ing Man and Boy Left Alone—Rescue and Healing—Settlers

Begin to Arrive—Early Schools and Social Enjoyments

—

The Brave Company I', Eighth Minnesota.

Among the early settlers in the southern part of the county

was lion. Thomas C. Hodgson, now of Fergus Palls, IMiun., then

a boy of twelve years. I\Ir. Hodgson has l)een induced to write of

his experiences for this pTd)lication. AVhile tlie article deals with

one particular part of the county, we have included it in the

general history hy i-eason of the fact tliat his pioneer experiences,

seen through a hoy’s eyes, give to the youth of today a picture of

what tlie i>revious generation had to endure to bring about the

preseid conditions of prosperity and comfort.

Air. Hodgson writes as follows:

It is my purpose to ladate as l)rietly as 1 may he able an

account of my early expei'ience in Dakota county, confining my-

self almost entirely to the first eight months, which embraced

the winter of ISb-l-.j.j, It was on the second day of October,

1854, that a party of four men and a boy, with a yoke of oxen

and a ‘prairie schooner,’ left the little mining village of AVeston

in Jo Daviess county, Illinois, to take a steamer at Galena, on the

Fevei- river, and ]iroeeed to Avhat was then known as ‘Hastings

Landing.’ The party consisted of John Clague, about 46 years

of age, AVilliam Kegg, about 43 years old; AVilliam Clegg, about

40; Thomas Gill, who spent his thirty-first birthday that winter,

and the writer, whose twelfth birthday occurred in January, of

the same winter. Aly father and John Clague had been up to

Alinnesota some two months before and had explored a large por-

tion of Dakota county, fixing a location in what is now known

as North Greenvale for the little colony they expected to lead

there the following spring. The juirpose of the expedition we

were now making was to locate and build homes for each fam-

ily that was expected to migrate to that place in the spring. All

four of tlu^se men were natives of the Isle of Alan, an island ten

134
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miles by 30 Avhich lies in the Irish Channel. All but l\Ir. Clag’ue,

including my father, had been attracted to Illinois by the reports

they had heard of the tine lead-mining prospects, and most of

them had lived there for about ten years before Ave moved to

IMinnesota.

“John Clague Avas a man of considerable means, as Avere none

of the others, lie furnished the entire ‘layout’ for this Avinter’s

expedition. His manners Avere A'ery bruscpie and he took great

pleasure in luunging the blush to the cheeks of those Avhom he

regarded as over-modest. He Avas a Avell built and rather lieaAy-

set man, Avith a strong face and marked originality. He Avas

generally thought to be rough and hard-hearted. The latter Avas

not true. He had a sympathetic and tender A^ein in his character

AAdiich he tried to conceal, and generally siiceeeded. Had it not

been for him it is not likely that any of us Avould have ever seen

Minnesota.

Mr. Kegg Avas, in one respect, the most peculiar man I eA'er

kncAV. No Iiraggart CA’er OA^errated himself more than Kegg
underrated himself. On his OAvn testimony he Avas ‘no good at

any thing.’ He Avas a shoemaker, and a good one, l)ut he rated

himself as a ‘kind of a half cobbler.’ He Avas fond of calling

himself a ‘half fool’ also, and the only consolation he seemed to

get out of tliat fact Avas that ‘smart men and not fools sometimes

go crazy.' He Avas a Christian, l)ut he often had his doubts of

eA'er entering the Pearly Gates. At times, hoAA'ever, his faitli rose

to the heights that Avould let him ‘squeeze in by the skin of his

teeth.’ Boys ahvays take groAvn men at their OAvn estimate of

themselA"es, and the boy that belonged to this particular expedi-

tion Avas an especially unsophisticated one. Yet Ave children all

loved Kegg. AYas it because his professed incompetency endeared

him to us because of our OAAm conscious inefficiency? ‘A felloAv

feeling makes us Avondrous kind.’

Mr. Clegg Avas the cook for the company and hence became

my boss. I Avas to be housekeeper and apprentice cook. He
could neither read nor Avrite. He Avas a religious man, but I Avas

not in a position to appreciate his piety. I am Avilling at this

too late date to concede that he had many better cpialities than

I gaAm him credit for during the months I spent under his au-

thority.

Air. Gill Avas an original—a man of strong nature and large

physique, something of a humorist, efficient in eA^ery thing he

undertook, of excellent ideas, open-hearted, hail-felloAv Avell met,

too fond of the ‘cup,’ and Avithal, as contrary as a pig. He ahvays

took the ‘off side.’ Finding the Avomen in our neighborhood

Avere hostile to Alormonism, he manfully defended it and never

lost a good opportunity to confess himself a Alormon. X^ext to
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the last time 1 ever saw him he told me he ‘still loved his friends

and hated his enemies according to scripture.’ ” All four of these

men have crossed the divide and I have felt it a duty to say this

much to perpetuate their memory.
AVe remained in Galena over one day to purchase supplies for

the winter and on AYednesday, October 4 we took passage on the

“War Eagle” for Hastings Landing. Everything was new and
strange for the )my, hut one event was great. AYe Avere backing

out of AIcGregors Landing or some place near it Avhen we saAV

another steamer coming up the river beloAV us under great head

of steam and it Avas soon evident that it intended to pass the

AYar Eagle. As this boat had no occasion to land she proposed to

shoAV us her stern, Avhich she did in short order. The AA"ar Eagle

2ieeessarily reciuired time to get up speed, and Ave fell behind

AAdiile the other crcAV hooted and rooted in a style that Avould

have made the students of the Alinnesota “U” green AAdth envy.

The captain came doAvn from the cabin and gave orders. The

firemen Hung in the Avood. At the captain’s orders they knocked

in the heat! of a barrel of grease and flung it over the Avood by

the pailfull. The boat responded to the impulse and seemed al-

most ready to leap oiit of the Avater. Her timbers shiAmred Avith

almost conscious excitement and it Avas soon apparent that Ave

Avei-e gaining on our audacious rival. AYarned by the captain

our creAv refrained from cheering until Ave Avere in the lead, and

then the hoA\d Avas almost enough to Avake the dead. Our captain

Avas not content Avith merely beating them but he kept up the

pace until Ave AA'ere out of sight. For years after that I had no

doubt that the AA"ar Eagle A\’as the greatest and fastest boat on

Die Alississippi from >St. Paid to the Gulf. Some fifteen years

ago or more 1 told this story at an old settlers’ meeting at Castle

Eock and Avhen through, Charles Livingstone, Avell and long

knoAAui in that Aucinity, announced that he Avas on board the AYar

Eagle on that same trip.

\Ye landed at Hastings Friday night and put up at Barker’s

Hotel.

’riiere Avas I believe but one store at the landing, belonging

to a Air. Hertzell, aa4io Avas soon to disappear and leave behind

him a yet unsolved mystery. The next morning Avas spent in

taking care of our freight and loading up for the journey to the

Cannon riAu^'r. There Avere two routes. One Avent by John Bell’s

“Sod Tavern.” The other Avent more to the south and struck

the Cannon at LieAviston. AA^e took the last. It Avas an ideal day

—

in Indian summer, one of Minnesota’s most romantic days. AYe

all Avalked the Avhole afternoon and the men the Avhole distance.

Air. Gill shot tAvo prairie chicks and shot at two large Avolves.

They called them timber Avolves. I have never seen any like
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them since—except some coyotes in the state of Idaho which I

thought resembled them greatly. It must have been nearly mid-

night when we reached Waterford, where Ave Avent into camp on

the premises of Abel Lamphere-. The four first logs for his fu-

ture house Avere laid in their proper places, and that Avas all

there Avas to indicate that men had been there. The next day

Avas Sunday and our men, true to their ancestral teachings, Avould

not do any secular AAmrk, but they saAV no harm in Avalking up

and vieAAung the land of promise. Mr. Kegg Avas left Avith me
at camp to cook the prairie chickens and prepare dinner for the

outfit Avhen the others returned. It Avas another ideal day and

eA^erything Avent loA^ely at the campfire Avhen all of a sudden

Kegg exclaimed, “My God, there comes an Indian!” I Avas

transfixed Avith horror, kly brother E. J. and I had engendered

a strange fascination for Indian massacre literature and Ave

managed to get hold of a good deal of it in our Illinois home.

Noav I Avas face to face Avith a bloody massacre of Avhich I Avas

to be a Auctim. jMy impression Avas then that AvheneA’-er a Avhite

man and an Indian met one had to die, and that Avas generally

the Avhite man. There Avere a fcAV exceptions, but they AAmre

due to the intei’Amntion of providence. AYliat reason Avould

providence have to intervene in behalf of tAvo such unmitigated

coAvards as Ave. Kegg had admitted repeatedly that he Avas a

chicken-hearted coAvard and though I had never admitted it, I

kneAv I Avas, and so it really seemed to me that God could have

no object in saAung us. The Indian Avas on a pony, and Avhen he

descended into a little Amlley I craAvled into the Avagon and got

tinder the bed clothes and almost smothered there. I Avaited in

aAvful suspense to hear the bloAv that Avould end my comrade's

life, but could not hear anything but my OAvn heart. Blank curi-

osity at length forced me to rise and peek out betAveen the Avagon

box and the coA'er, Atdien behold, there Avas Kegg lighting His !Maj-

esty’s pipe Avith a coal from the fire. They took three or four

turns apiece at that pipe, and Avhile Kegg Avas smoking the

Indian regaled him Avith stories of the ChippeAvas he had killed.

Each feather in his hair represented a dead ChippeAva and there

Avere lots of them. He spoke some English, but Amry liitle

—

enough to “soothe” our lacerated feelings Avith his boastings of

the bloody murders he had committed. IlaAung smoked and

boasted to his heart’s content, he boAved and shook hands like a

true courtier, and then putting spurs to his pony he cantered

oft’ doAAui the road. “Thank God he’s gone,” Avere the magic

Avords of Kegg that ended the di’ead intervieAv Avith our first

Indian. I Avas nearly as much oAmrjoyed at the outcome as I

was frightened in the beginning. Still I really belieAmd it Avas

all providential that Ave escaped, and as Kegg Avas a Christian, I
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c•OlK•ei^'ed that it Avas on liis account tliat Ave AA^ere both saA^ed.

TJie men returned AA'itli tlieir pockets full of potatoes taken
from a patch that had been planted by John Lamphere in the
.sp]-ing-. AVe feasted royally that day and neA^er saAA' another
potato till the next June.

Karly next morning aa’C Avere off for “Chvdj creek,” and be-

foi-e noon Ave AA'ciit into camp by a large oak tree, AAdiich proA^ed

to be dead in the line betAveen John Claque’s and my father’s

farms. Clumps of young poplar had been burnt by previous

prairie tires and Avere noAV as dry as snuff', making elegant camp-
tires. The men Avere highly pleased Avith the locality. There
Avas living Avatei'—abundance of tircAVOod and green poplarAvood,

and fai-in land galore. But there Avas no assurance of nearby
hardAvood or lieaAy timl)er, so the first thing to do Avas to scour

the counti’y and see hoAV near it could l)e obtained. They Avere

all going off on this seai-ch but me. The yesterday’s experience

Avitli the Indian inspired me to beg to go along. My Avish Avas

negatived. The oxen must graze anti might stray off' if not

Avatchetl. So 1 had to stay and suffer torments of fear in silence.

Tile afternoon Avore aAvay and the men did not return. I greAV

more and more alarmed. 1 could tliink of nothing but Indians

and feared the men had lieen massacred. AV’hat then? TAventy-

tiv(‘ miles from Hastings and not a habitation betAveen by the

route Ave came and 1 had slept over nearly half the distance!

IIoAv Avas I ever to find tlie Avay liaek even if the Indians Avould

let me? 1 do not distinctly remember that it Avas moonlight, but

it must have been, because I struck out after the sun aauis down
and ran nearly a mile halloaing Avith all my Amcal poAver. The

ground Avas covered Avith hazel brush, poplar clumps, interspersed

Avith prairie. I grcAv alarmed lest I shoAild get lost, so 1 retraced

my steps. Then another Idood-curdling danger confronted me
Avhicli Avas Avholly unanticipated. A pack of AAmlves set up a dis-

mal hoAvl to the Avest of me and another pack replied from the

east and soon the Avierd cry came from every quarter. Hoav I

ran ! 1 thought it Avas a race betAveen myself and the Avolves

Avhich Avould reach camp first, kly fears began to subside Avhen

I realized that the beasts Avere not approaching very near. I

chained the oxen to a tree in the yoke, put the fire all out with

Avater from the creek nearby, got into the Avagon, drcAV taut the

running cords, got under the bedding, and—well—just baAvled.

A healthy boy, no matter hoAV frightened or hoAV situated, will

go to sleep AA'lien the time comes, and so I did. Hoav long 1 slept

I do not knoAV, but 1 A^ery suddenly aAvoke at the sound of Amices.

I S])rang up and listened. I heard the Aunnistakable Amice of Mr.

Gill saying, ‘‘That’s the very tree”—and a moment later they

Avere beside the Avagon. I got a good round scolding for not
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keeping up a big fire to light them home. They had been lost,

and though they made me feel my littleness and my stupidity, 1

was so overjoyed at their return that I took their harsh remarks

without resentment. They built a huge fire and got supper, for

tliey were furiously hungry. I stood around feeling demure and
friendless Avhen my friend Kegg, seeing in the bright light of the

faggots two dried-up rivulets that had streamed down my face,

experienced a sudden revulsion of feeling and broke out in liis

eliaraeteristic Avay Avhen excited. “We are a lot of confounded

fools to go off and leave this child here in this Avilderness sur-

rounded by Avolves and Indians. AVe ought to be ashamed of

ourselves and Ave deserve a good kicking eAuny one of us.’’ The

more he gav'e vent to his feelings the stronger he felt. Not one

of the others said a Avord in reply. Neither did I, l)ut in my
heart 1 endorsed every Avord lie said and—I lielieAU^ I do yet.

The next day tliey got out tlieir scythes anti began to cut hay

for the oxen. The Aveather Avas all they could ask, but previous

frosts had killed the grass and it Avas plain that “Dave and

Berry'’ Avere in for a hard Avinter. A good modern straAV pile

Avould liaAm lieen Avoidli more to them than all tlie liay in the

country Avas at that time. But the deceitfid small Avire grass

that grcAV in the jieaty SAvamps came Amry near proving a snare.

Our men plunged into one of them Avith seytlies Avith great

enthusiasm and felt thankful that there Avas a frost-resisting

grass to lie had which Avas another feather in Alinnesota’s cap.

They had not been moAving A-ery long, liOAveA^er, until Air. Claque

became couA'inced that the stuff Avas a fraud. It Avas A-ery hard

to cut. It took the edge off' the scythes and cheAving it pro-

duced no sap. The other men thought it Avas so green that it

must be good, but “Uncle Jack” Avould haAm no more of it. He
Avent doAvn by the creek and cheAved the coarse blue joint that

greAv there and pronounced it lietter. They put up both kinds,

but it Avas the coarse hay that saved the oxen. This Avas after

the tenth of October. The next thing Avas to get out logs and

build a cabin. It Avas liuilt Id x 18 and Avhen up high enough an

extra log Avas built in about four feet from the end and split

poles cut the right length extended across from this log to the

end of the building, and Avhen another round of logs Avas liuilt

on, another pole Avas put on four feet in, or just above the one

the slafs rested on. Thus our bedstead Avas made firm as the

hills. Three of us slept in one end and tAvo in the other, Avith

feet to the middle. AYhen the cabin Avas high enough—just one

log over the dooinvay—they began the roof by draAving in the

sides until they met at the top. They Avere all familiar Avith

“thatched roofs” and they put on a good one. One or tAvo of the

men returned to Hastings to get the balance of our freight or
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winter’s supplies, consisting of four barrels of flour, one barrel

of pork, a cpiantity of sugar and some tea and coffee. We had
brought along a fat cow which was killed and “corned.” Not a

vegetal)le, no butter—in fact, nothing else. The cow was contril)-

iited l)y a man of the name of “Garris,” for which we were to

locate him a claim and erect a hut on it. We did our part l)ut

he did not come to claim it, and a man long known as “Old
Hants” “jumped it” and lived the balance of his life thereon.

Some time in December Mr. Clegg walked to St. Paul and
bought a “whip saw” and carried it home on his shoulder

—

some forty miles. AVith this instrument they sawed out of poplar

logs, flooring, casings, doors, etc., for the whole party.

Abel Lampliere, wife and grownup sou finished their house and
occupied it, keeping travelers, after we left camp, there. Two
young men named “Charles and AVarren Adkins” occupied as

bachelors the farm north of the Lampheres and kept a post-

office. The mail was received from St. Paul once a week and the

strange thing to me now is that our men made so little use of it

—

I do not think that these men got an average of three letters

apiece the whole winter. Yet it was my duty to go regularly

every Thursday to the postoffiee, four miles distant. None of us

Avas clothed as we ought to l)e in the climate of Alinnesota—no

such thing as an overshoe or an overcoat Avas thought of in those

times. Even the “shoe pack” and its successor, the “red leather

boot,” Avere still far in the future. Northfield Avas not dreamed

of, ])ut AA^aterford Avas. To us it Avas the coming seat of destiny

and for many years the unmolested stakes that bounded toAvn

lots stretched back nearly half a mile from the river. SnoAV

came in the early part of November and remained the Avhole

winter. Soon after the snoAV fell the deer put in an appearance

in great numbers. Flocks of them could be seen from the door

of our shanty every day. Quickly upon the heels of the deer

came the Indians. Tliey camiAed on the farm afterAvards entered

l)y “Jimmy Fury” and on Avhich he and Avife Celia lUed and

died. For a time I refused to stay in the shanty alone and Avent

every day Avith the men to their Avork. HoAvever, I soon got used

to them (the Indians) and by and by got brassy enough to order

them out Avhen they came begging for something to eat. They

Avould have dcAmured our Avinter’s supply in a Aveek if we had re-

sponded to their requests.

A fcAV Aveeks before Ave arrived at this place a Noiuvegian

family named “Sampson” settled up at the head of Chub lake

and the oldest son, named “Magna” (about 19 years old), spent

his time trapping along the lake and Chub creek. This Avas

after the Indians had gone. He was the only white man

(stranger) that crossed our threshold until spring. Late in the
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fall the surveyors came through. No doubt our shauty Avas in-

tended to be built on the “square Avith the Avorld, ” but it i^roved

to be facing a little east of south, so that the northeast corner

proved to be dead in the line east and Avest. It Avas located on

the little rise after crossing a culvert east from the schoolhouse

and a little east of the south from Eobert Moore's present resi-

dence. It proved to be on Mr. Kegg’s farm. This enabled the

men to locate their farms and their building places. During the

early Avinter they snaked logs out to the places of building Avith

the oxen, but long before spring it became evident that they

Avere groAving Aveak and thin, and if they Avere to surAUve the

Avinter they must not be Avorked. After that they cut and fitted

the logs in the Avoods, except in one case AAdiere the distance Avas

short they carried them on cross sticks. I carried the Avood Ave

burned out of the grove and I remember that the right shoulder

of my little jacket Avas Avoru through Avith that Avork. IMy gen-

erally fruitless trips for the mail Avere often made on Amry cold

days and I used often to go out of my Avay to Avarm at the resi-

dence of Dr. Nichols. Mrs. Nichols seemed to me to be A'ery

young for a married Avoman, but she Avas A’ery kind and sympa-

thetic and I liaA'e never ceased to haA'e for her a Avarm and sin-

cere respect. About midAvinter Mr. Clegg, Avho had been before

the most garrulous talker of our household, began to groAV silent

and morose. The others joshed and joked him about it in Amin.

He grcAv Avorse. He became a hypochondriac. He Avas a.Avfully

homesick. He began to run doAAm the country here. He kneAv

if he took his family here they Avould starA'e to death. His mis-

ery Avas pitiable. I took it, hoAvcAmr, as resignedly as Mr. Lin-

coln took the death of StoneAvall Jackson. I no longer had a boss.

I became “chief cook and bottle Avasher, ” for “Bill,” as they

called him, took no further interest in me or my Avork. AYe began

to fear our provender Avould run short before spring and Ave had

no means of replenishing it, for the oxen Avere utterly unable to

make a trip to Hastings. So Ave took to keeping a barrel of loaAms

on hand before Ave began to eat it. This made that part of our

living last much longer.

Along in klareh Mr. Kegg l)egan to complain of seAmre pains

in the back. They diagnosed it “rheumatism.'’ Nothing he

could do gaArn any relief. Soon it spread to his joints and the

bones of his limbs. SloAvly but steadily he greAv Avorse. Then I

began to feel symptoms of the same thing. No one doubted that

his complaint Avas rheumatism and I belieAmd that to be ex-

clusiAmly an old person’s trouble and for me to haAm it Avould

be a veritable disgrace
;
therefore pride forced me to conceal it.

In the forepart of April Air. Clague shaved himself, put on his

best “duds,” took doAAUi his \Amlking cane and departed for
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Hastings, eateliing tlie first boat througli the lake ami back to

AVestou. A few days later Air. Gill followed siut. Now Kegg
and 1 were left with onr half-demented companion. The two
went daily to their work, Kegg growing constantly weaker. Be-
cause his appetite was as good as ever “Bill” began to slur him
and to hint that he was “putting on.” This worked friction

between them and we soon became a very uneheery household. I

knew Kegg was not “faking” because 1 Avas suffering in the

same Avay.

One morning al)Out an hour after the tAVO had gone to Avork

Clegg returned to the shanty. This Avas not simply an unusual
thing for him to ilo but an unprecedented one. He soon Imgan
searcldng for a razor. 1 Avas not (pdte sure Avhether he was going

to use it on me or himself, so I trumped up some important busi-

ness that 1 must attend to (udside. I got into the stable Avith

the oxen and through the chinking kept strict Avatch of the

shanty door. All AAms quiet for a long time. I liad Avorked my-
self into a very nervous condition. Part of the time I Avould

imagine tliere Avas a dead man in the middle of the tlooi' Avith

his throat cut from ear to ear and then that the door might any
moment burst open and a red-hamled maniac Avith a flashing

razor in his hand might spring out in search of me. Don’t ask

me Avldch 1 Avmdd have preferred. But it Avas neither. In due

time he emerged from the door shaved and Avith his best clothes

on and his old clothes in a bundle on the end of a stick across his

shoulder he strode doAAui over the prairie and I never saAv him

again. AVhen Kegg returned for dinner he Avas greatly relieved.

AVe both Avished he (Clegg) might get safely home, but Ave Avere

l)Oth glad to be rid of him.

From that time on no ovddoor AVork Avas done. \Ye began to

husband our resources. Neither of us had a cent of money. Our

meat Avas exhausted and our Hour Avas very Ioav. One day a

Air. Olds came from AVeston to see tlie country. lie had left home
after AH-. Clague and Air. Gill had reached there. He brought

us no information about their return. Bid. he did leave Kegg a

five-dollar goldpiece sent by his Avife, of Avhich I Avas kept in

blank ignorance. He staid but one day and Ave Avere left alone

again. AVe Aveiit to the creek as often as necessary to get fish, a

diet which no doubt retarded the advance ot the disease that was

killing us. It Avas my business to chase the fish up and doAvn

the stream over a rajAids Avhile Kegg sat on a rock and shot them.

At this time I Avas rapidly losing the use of the muscles of my
limbs. I coidd walk fairly for short distances, but very soon both

muscles and bones Avould ache like a tooth until rested, Avhen

the pain Avould instantly cease. The longer I kept my secret

the less I Avas inclined to tell it, and Kegg Avas still in ignorance
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of it. The meadow along the creek Avas A'ery rough and in trying

to run to head off the fish I A\muld stumble and fall and the ffsh

Avonld get aAA'ay. Then 1 Avas in for some loud upbraiding from

Kegg for my clumsiness. “No, never! When I Avas a boy like

that 1 could .lump over that creek. AYliat's the matter Avith the

l)oy,' anyAvay At last 1 couhl endure it no longer and I l)roke

doAvu in tears. Tlie sight of a tear ahvays stirred his big heart

and he Avas all tenderness itself. lie Avanted me to tell him my
trouble, so as soon as I could command speech I said, “Kegg, I

haA'e got the same disease you have."’ Then I rolled up my
pantaloons and shoAved him a pair of limits as purple as if morti-

fied. The reA'elation OA'erAAdielmed him. There Avas a little dispo-

sition to scold l)ecause 1 had not told him before, but his heart

Avas touched and the attempt failed. From that moment Ave Avere

fast friends for life. But there Ave Avere, four miles from habita-

tion, nearly out of proA'isions, Avith no idea Avhen the men Avould

return, ami no assurance that they CAmr Avould. Our condition

Avas deplorable. AVe returned to the shanty to return to the

creek no more. Kegg Avas sure uoav that Ave had some deadly

contagion and that 1 had got it from him. He sometimes con-

ceiAmd it to be leprosy. Then Ave Avould be outcasts, suff‘er a

long, lingering tleath, and like as not sj)read the disease among
our friends and relations. Day by day Ave cast Avistful eyes in

the direction of Hastings, but in Aurin. At length the time came

that Ave must leave the shanty that had sheltered us for nearly

eight months. One bright morning Ave made the last handful of

Hour into minute pudding, ate it and decamped. AA"e Avere until

noon getting tAvo miles. I remember my asking Kegg hoAV he

ever expected to get home Avithout a cent. He replietl, “There's

nothing to do but trust the Lord.” This inspired me Avith a pro-

digious idea of Avhat a great thing it Avas to be a Christian. I

had read nothing since leaving home but Kegg’s Bible, Avhich

Avas the only book Ave had in the house, and being fond of read-

ing, 1 read that Bible Amstly more than I eA’er liaA-e since in that

length of time. I really thought my friend and protector Avas

leaAnng that cabin Avith the identical same faith that Abraham
had Avhen he Avent out at the command of God—CA'eu greater,

for, presumably, Abraham had good health and a fair supply

of money. AA"e Avere penniless (as I supposed) and half dead

Avith a mysterious disease. Oh Init Kegg's faith Avas to me
sublime ! I had no idea that the Almighty Avould take any

notice of my faith, but I didn’t doubt that Kegg's faith Avould be

all-prevailing. Aly faith in his faith Avas as unquestioning as I

thought his faith Avas in God. It Avas months afterAvard Avhen

he told me about the five dollars. Then my faith received a

shock. On AAdiat Avas afteiuvard S. C. IIoAvell’s farm Ave hailed a
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“prairie schooner” drawn by horses. It belonged to Ed Cowell,
who settled in that neighborhood and years later died there.

We told him oiir condition and how we had long expected the re-

1 nrn ot onr people in vain. Then Ave went on. AVe soon reached
the stage roatl trom St. Panl to Faribault. Presently the stage
came along and the kind man took us up and in a few minutes
we Avere at the AA'aterford postoffice. There Avas but eighty or a

hundred rods to Lamphere’s. Here Ave told our story afresh.

Kegg ]-efused to enter the house lest Ave should infect it, but
Avished only a chance to sleep in the stable and have a morsel
of bread brought to us. Mr. Lamphere, then jAast seventy years

of age, Avouldn't listen to the proposition, but told us that being
the first lodgers Ave should have the best bed in the house. Kegg
protested vehemently, but to no purpose. They gave us an ele-

gant supper and put us in a feather-l)ed. Say, l)ut that Avas the

nearest heaven I have ever been. I don’t believe I turned over

the Avhole night. It Avas perfect rest, and Avith our feeble mus-
cles the tramp had made us inexpressibly tired and the feather-

bed gave inexpressible rest. Early in the morning Kegg Avas

aAvakened by the sound of knocking at the door. Air. Lamphere
ansAvered. Then Kegg recognized the Amice of Air. Gill. He
Avoke me excitedly, saying, “Tom Gill is at the door.” This

Avas joyful news, but I left that feather-bed with great reluc-

tance. Air. Gill Avas really there Avith Air. Kegg’s son-in-laAV

—

Robert Aloore—the only present survivor of the little colony

that hd't AA^eston that spring Avho Avere full groAvn at that time.

The situatiou Avas quickly explained. These tAvo men had left

Hastings Avith a yoke of oxen and Avagon containing Airs. Clague

and her five children and Airs. Gill and her four children. They
Avere crossing to the north of the CoAvell camp and heading

toAvard our shanty. Air. CoAvell, seeing them, surmised the truth,

got on a horse and rode up to intercept them and tell them of our

unhai)py coinlition. The next morning they Avere up at day-

light and reached us before Ave Avere up. Air. Aloore Avent on

home Avith Kegg, bnt I Avas taken l)aek to the shanty, to groAV

Aveaker daily. Soon I lost all feeling and hence had no more pain.

I Avas really comfortable all the time. Airs. Gill, a large-hearted

and sympathetic woman, took full charge of me. Airs. Clague

AAms less demonstrative, but kind enough. So were all the chil-

dren and Air. Gill. In my heart I adopted Airs. Gill as a foster

mother and so regarded her until her death. Aly legs now re-

fused to carry me and as it Avas thought needful to keep me out

of doors as much as possible I made use of two boys for crutche^

They Avere Philip Clague and John Gill, each about four years my
junior. I placed my elbows on their shoulders and dragged

my half dead limbs along.
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One clay a stranger came to the shanty. lie appeared to be

both sociable and intelligent. lie had a very plausible story.

He was a government inspector of boundaries. The government

had learned that settlers were moving the landmarks. He with

a man he called Ned were inspecting the surveys and arresting

any settlers guilty of moving stakes. They had broken their

compass and “Ned” had gone to St. Paul to get it fixed, and

'Could he stay with us till he got back?” Now, there were

thirteen of us in that 14x18 one-room shanty, yet those women
agreed to keep him “somehow.” He noticed the clock was not

going and asked what ailed it. They said it would not go. He
told them he was no watchmaker but he had had some experi-

ence with clocks. So he took it down and fixed it. Just as he

was finishing the job I hobbled in on my human crutches. He
asked, ‘AYhat ails that boy?” They said that was a mystery.

They gave him my history; then he said, “Come here boy.” He
was sitting with the clock in his lap. I obeyed. “Open your

mouth,” he commanded. I did so. “Teeth slack. Gums swollen.

Breath foul.” He rolled up my shirt sleeve, then said, ex-

citedly, “The boy is almost dead with land scurvey.” Here was

a revelation. He then told them what to do for it. First I was

to be sewed up in mustard; second .live on raw vegetables and

fresh eggs—no salt allowed in anything. AYe had the mustard

and the fresh eggs but not a vegetable, klr. Gill came in from

his work and when told of the discovery he grew more excited

than any of them. He upbraided himself like a pickpocket for

not knowing it the first time he saw it. He had been in California

and had seen scores of cases of it. It was days before he got over

castigating himself for his stupidity. IMr. Gill was one of the

many men in those days who believed a workingman ought

never to be without the bottle and had provided himself with

that “necessary” on leaving Hastings. The stranger was nothing-

loth to divide with him and in a few minutes three or four

drams had gone down his thirsty neck. He soon got tipsy. Night

came on. He wouldn’t go to bed. It grew late and superstition

began to get in its work. "What if he were one of a gang of

robbers? kir. Gill wouldn't believe it, but, in case it should be

so, he thought it best to fill this one full, so he would be no help

to his outside partners. The stranger carried out his part of

this program to the letter, and was soon gloriously drunk. IMean-

time I Avas bandaged up in mustard. Da^vn came early and then

the Jicpior Avas AvithdraAvn, and soon IMr. Gill got cross and told

him to “pay his bill and go.” He inquired AAdiat it Avas. “One
dollar for board, one dollar for whiskey and tAvo dollars for

keeping us up all night,” Avas the reply. He fumbled in his

pockets, brought out nothing. Gill greAV Grosser, then took the
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man’s coat and told liim to pay up or lie would not get it back.
The man at this broke down and acknowledged himself a “dead
beat.” Then told us what I lielieve was the truth—that he was
a broken-down doctor, destroyed by strong drink

;
that he was

the son of a Avatchmaker; that he Avas from Indiana and Avas

knoAvn there as “Doctor Charles Ferry.” Mr. Gill’s harshness
had all been “])ut on,” so the man aavis giAmn his coat and his

breakfast, then bade us farcAvell and AA^ent off, and AA'e never
heard of him again. That he saved my life I have never doubted
since. Jn leaving us he gave very express instructions as to my
case and for Aveeks, maybe mouths, I lived largely on raAV po-

tatoes, and ra,AV or lightly boiled eggs, Avithout salt. 1 Avas soon
on the mend, but I became stunted in groAvth and had not com-
lilete use. of my muscles for years. 1 might be pardoned for

adding that on the same day that Dr. Ferry left us I Avas put
into a Avagon and l\lrs. Clague’s second daughter drove the oxen
doAvn to Lamphere’s, AA'here Ave obtained the potatoes, onions and.

lierhaps other vegetables. Not a cent Avould the dear old peo-

ple receive for these, and to them after the “tramp doctor” I

OAve my life.

All the groAvnup persons mentioned in this story are now in

their graves except Kobert kloore. The tAvo lads 1 used for sev-

(*ral Aveeks for living crutches have been dead—the one over and
the other a little under foi'ty years—Auctims of the “AAdiite

plague,” and 1 live! Mr. Clague Avith a large flock of cattle and
father Avith a smaller one and my brother E. J. came up through

JoAva and the balance of the colony by riAun-. AYe Avere soon set-

tled. Air. Aloore brought his young family and settled Avhere

he still lives. We lived the balance of that summer Avithout any

accessions to our neighborhood. Ijate in the fall Janies Clague

Avith a young Avife came from the Isle of Alan and Avith them

came from Ncav York City Charles King and family. Airs. King

Avas a sister to the Clagues. The next summer (1856) there Avas

a rapid increase. Among the ucav settlers Avere James Fury,

Oscar Foui'son, John T. AVebb, S. C. IIoAvell, Z. Bogue, Thomas
I’hare and Phineas Roach Avith families. In 1857 came AVilliam

Clague, oldest brother of John and James Clague, Avith a large

family, of Avhieh Col. J. J. Clague, U. S. A., Avas the oldest son

—

a lad of 16 years (or 17). That year pretty much of the laud

lielonging to the government was taken up. In the Avinter of

1856-57 a school Avas organized and held in a private house.

Charles King has the honor of being the first teacher and AVilliam

Phare the second. In the fall of 1857 the neighborhood got Tip

a “bee” and erroneously “poached” upon Air. Mueky, thinking

it Avas Uncle 8am, and hauled out logs for a schoolhouse and

covered it Avith slabs from the Waterford saAvmill. The logs
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were poplar, hut all else Avas basswood. The seats Avere slabs

supported on AA'Ooden legs AAdiieh AA^ere tAA’o-inch pegs. Among
the boys aa4io reeeAed a part of their education in that school-

house AA'ere Zaehariah Bogue, J. J. Clague, Philip and George

Clague, E. J. Hodgson and brothers, T. C., AYilliam and James,

Joseph Koach, John and \Yilliam Pryor and others of the family.

Tlie girls of all these families, too, and JlinerAux JIoAA'ell (noAv

Airs. Bogue). AlinerA'a took all the prizes for spelling. AVe used

to liaAm occasional “exhibitions’’ Avhich inflated us AA'ith great

pidde. Our audiences declared them the best entertainments they

had CAmr seen and AAdiy shouldn't aa'c think aa'c aa'ci-c beating

the Avorld"? Night spelling-schools AA'ere frequent and aa’c kept

up CAmry AAunter a AAmekly lyceum in A\diich aa'O A^ainly thought

AA'C had decided once for all the many questions that liaA’e been

plagming country lyceums cA'er since the “negro and Indian’’

question, the “Avomen’s rights” question, the “animal and A^ege-

table kingdom” question, the “scolding AA’ife and smoking chim-

ney” question and many others e(pially important AA'ere all de-

cided and of course decided right clear back at the daAAui of

North GreeiiAuile ciAulizatiou. AAdiat a pity our records AAmre not

preseiwed! In 1859 Atherton Bean of Eureka AAms our teacher.

In the lyceum he proposed for Alehate the question; “Kesohmd,

That John BroAAUi did right.” AA^ho AA'as John BroAA'n ? AA'liat

did he do ? These AA'ere tpiestions aa'c AA'ere as ignorant of as Ave

AA’ere of the fourth dimension. IIoaa" AA’ere AA'e to find out ? Some
of us AA’Ould luiAm AA’alked fiA'e miles through the siioaa' for informa-

tion, but AA'e couldn’t get it. John BroAAui AA'as born OA'er fifty

years l)efore that, but aa'C ncA'er kueAA' it. He AA'as hanged a feAV

AA'eeks before that but AA'e hatln’t heard of it. AA"e of the nega-

tiA'e AA'ere surely in a terrible dilemma. The AA’riter AA’as chief

disputant on the iiegatiA'e. The teacher AA'as to lead on the afiirm-

atiA'c. There AA'as only one thing to do, that AA’as to let the teacher

go on and tell aa'Iio the man AA'as and AA'hat he had done and then

to try to trump up some reasons AA'hy that, AA'hateA'er it AA’as, AA'as

AA'i’ong. The president aa'Iio kept the AA’atch and called “time”

AA'as “coached’’ to let Hr. Bean talk all he AA'antetl to—the longer

the better. Hr. Bean led off. He proA'ed to be a mine of informa-

tion—a real prodigy of modern history. To us he AA’as a AA’hole

encyclopedia. Then aa'C pitched in, shoAA'ed the man AA'as a crank,

a crazy fool, etc. AYe managed to say more crispy and catchy

and foolish things AA'hich aa’oii applause than the other side, and

it AA'as applause, not argument, that aa'Oii, for the audience ahA’ays

gaAm the decision. So the only man that kneAA' anything about

the question AA'as beaten. I liaA'e read much aboAit John BroAA’n

and haA'e tried many times to decide in my oaaui mind AA'hetlier

he did right or not. I confess, I do not knoAA' iioaa' any more
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about the absolute right and Avrong of Jolin Brown’s actions

than T did at the time of tliat deliate. I doubt if Judge Crosby,

Avith his forty years’ experience on the bench, could render a

decision on tliat question Hiat AA'onld Im entirely satisfactory to

himself. John surely produced a great crisis in this country, but

did he tlo lught? On the fifteenth day of August, 18b2, sixteen

of our neighborhood AA'ere SAA'orn into the Amlunteer army at

Hastings—Thomas CoAAmll, my brother E. J., and J. -1. Clague

had enlisted before that—J. IL CoAAde, AYilliam Pryor, Joseph

Roach, AYilliam Hodgson, JTl AYood, John D. Batson, Philetus

Shephei'd, Thomas Phare and perhaps some others enlisted after-

AA'ards. E. J. Hodgson and J. J. Clague AAmre in the 6th Aliiin.

A^ol. Inf. Our sixteen AA^ere in the 8th Alinn. A^ol. Inf. Air.

CoAA’ell AA'as in the 3d, CoAAde, Koach and AA^illiam Hodgson Avere

in the 2d CaAudry. The othei-s each Avere in separate regiments.

1 think Co. F (ovu’ company) and the others of the 8th Regiment

AA'ero aboid the most traA’cletl companies in the war. The folloAV-

ing account aauII gBe a brief resume of our journeyings

:

August 15, 1862, to Hastings and SAVorn into service, then

home on furlough to finish harvesting. FurloAigh cut short by

Indian oidl)reak and massacre. Alarched to Port Snelling, thence

to NeAV Him. Several expeditions to bury the dead. Back to

Snelling. Thence to Fort Ripley into Avinter quarters. Thence

to Princeton on Rum river. Thence to Sunrise City. Thence to

Snelling. Thence to Fort Ridgely to escort captured Indian

Avomen and children to Snelling. Took a French leaxm to our

homes on the Fourth of July and got thirty days to hard labor

for oui- loyalty to the flag and the Glorious Fourth. Back to

Ripley; then to Princeton; thence to Snelling, Avhere Ave Avere

mount

(

m1 and sent to Sauk Centre. Avhere the AAdiole regiment

assembled. Thence via Ridgely and RedAvood Palls, across South

Dakota, to Alissouri river, Avhere Ave Avere joined by General

Sull.y Avdh seA'eral regiments. Thence up riAmr to Port Rice and

crossed i-iver. Then on Avest to Bad Lands, Avhere aa'c fought two

battles Avith the reds, killing and Avounding many. Thence by a

circAulous route through the Bad Lands to the A^elloAVStone

—

across it into Alontana. crossing the Alissouri at old Fort Union.

Thence doAvn the riA'ei; till Ave struck the trail of the Indians, and

Ave folloAved them until certain they had got over the boundary,

Avhen Ave turned Imck to Fort Rice. Here Ave Avere dismounted

and sent, back 200 miles to the Bad Lands to relieve Captain J. L.

Fisk Avith a train of emigrants bound for Idaho. Hostile Indians

liad attacked them and corralled them. AA^e brought them back

and Avhen east of the Alissouri let them return to Alinnesota,

Avhile Ave pulled ourselves doAAUi the Alissouri in flat boats to

“Fioux City,” 1,000 miles. Alarchiug across the state to Du-
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buque, we took trains to Cliicago
;
thence via Louisville and

Nashville to Murfreesboro, where we were cut off by Hood’s

army and remained on one quarter ration for three weeks, fight-

ing- the battle of the Cedars on the ground where the IMinnesota

3d surrendered. Here Co. F lost 3 men killed and 13 wounded.

After the battle of Nashville we pursued Hood till he crossed

the Tennessee and dislmnded his army. AVe then boarded steam-

ers to Cincinnati and by rail through Columbia, AA^heeling,

Harpers Ferrj^ and Baltimore to AYashington. Took shipping

at Alexandria down the Potomac and around Cape Hatteras to

Fort Fisher and back to Newbern. Thence hdand, building a

destroyed railroad to Kinston, where rve guarded supplies for

Sherman’s army, then coming up through the Carolinas. Here

General AVade Hampton made a desperate attempt to seize our

supplies but failed. Formed junction with Sherman and

marched to Goldsboro and Raleigh. On this march got news of

Lee's surrender and at Kaleigh of Lincoln’s death. Here John-

ston surrendered to Sherman and the war ended. AVe were sent

to Charlotte, where we remained till late in July and were

ordered home. Our route was through North Carolinia and

A’'irginia to Baltimore, Pittsburg, Harrisburg, Fort AA'ayne and

Chicago to St. Paul, where we reached about August 1, 1865.

The invincible sixteen all returned in robust health and forty

years later were all living—two or three have died within the

last five years.

1 left Dakota county in 1876 and have been in the AA'est ever

since. Someone else must relate the history of Greenvale since

that time.

—

Thos. C. Hodgson.



CHAPTER Vlll.

ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY.

Boundary Changes Prepared from Manuscripts of Hon. F. M.
Crosby—Huge Proportions of the Original County—Gradual

Curtailment of Boundaries—Trouble with Scott County

—

Annexations to Rice, Goodhue and Ramsey Counties—County

Seat and County Courthouse—Formation of Townships

—

Board of Supervisors—Dakota County Legislature—Terri-

torial Legislature—Constitutional Convention^—State Legis-

lature—County Officers.

Dakota was one of the nine original counties created by the

first territorial legislature. The first session of the Legislative

Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota was held at St. Paul,

commencing on the third day of September, 1849, and adjourning

on the first day of November, 1849. It was convened in pursu-

ance of the proclamation l)y the governor.

J\dy 7, 1849, Governor Ramsey had issued a proclamation

dividing the territory into councillor’s districts. Part of what

is now Dakota county formed the sixth district, hut those por-

tions inchidt*d in that district had at tliat time no Dakota county

\'oters. The territory eml)raced in Dakota county liy the act of

the first legislature was divided into the fifth and seventh dis-

tricts. The then settled portions of what is now Dakota county

^vere in the seventh district, and the voters from klendota, Ka-

posia and Black Dog village, as well as the voters from Port

Snelling, Oak Grove and Traverse des Sioux, cast their ballots at

ihe lower Avare house at Mendota.

Tlie census of 1849, upon Avhieh representation was based,

gav'e the population of IMendota as 122, Black Dog Aullage eigh-

teen, including the families of II. Moore, L. Martin and L. B.

McLean, and Kaposia (Little Cu’oav village) eight members each

in the families of Dr. Williamson and AndreAV Robertson. Among

the families at Idendota Aver(* those of Faribault, Badly, Antoine,

Ramsey and Sil)ley, as Avell as many others.

By an act approved October 27, 1849, the territory Avas divided

into the counties of Washington, Kamsey, Benton, Itasca, AVaba-

shaAv, Dakota, AYahnahto, Alohkahto and Pembina. Only the

counties of A\^asldugton, Ramsey and Benton were fully organ-

ized for all county purposes. The others, including Dakota, Avere
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organized only for the purpose of the appointment of justices of

the peace, constal)les, and such other judicial and ministerial

offices as might be specially provided for. They were entitled

to “any number of justices of the peace and constables, not ex-

ceeding six in number, to be appointed by the governor, and
Iheir term of office Avas made two years unless sooner removed

by the gOAmrnor,’’ and they Avere made conservators of the

peac(n The county of Dakota Avas attached to the county of Kani-

sey for judicial purposes. The county of Ramsey Avas consti-

tuted the first judicial district and the lion. Aaron Goodrich Avas

assigned as judge thereof. St. Paul Avas made the seat of justice

of Ramsey county and the terms of the district court Avere ap-

pointed to be held there eA-ery year on the second IMonday of

April and the second Monday of Septenilmr.

By an act approved November 1, 1849, a tax of one mill on

ilie dollar Avas levied for piu’poses of raising a territorial reA"-

enue, and in unorganized counties, of Avhich Dakota Avas one, the

governor Avas required to appoint three assessors to assess all

property therein subject to taxation, and return the assessment

roll by them made to the clerk of the board of county commis-

sioners of the county to Avhich their counties Avere attached for

;;udicial purposes (this meant Ramsey county in the case of

Dakota county) and that board AAms required to leA'y the tax,

and the collector of such county Avas requested to collect the tax

and pay the same into the treasury of such an organized coiuity

in the same manner as they Avere required to do in such organ-

ized county of Avhich they Avere officers. In other and simpler

Avords, the property in Dakota county (as it then Avas) Avas to be

assessed by a board of three appointed by the gOA^ernor; this

board Avas to report its findings to the county commissioners of

Ramsey county, and the collector of Ramsey county Avas to collect

the tax.

Dakota county, as “erected” by the act of October 27, 1849,

included little of Avhat is Dakota county today, for Avhile it took

in Avhat noAV constitutes many counties in south central IMinne-

sota, it excluded all the present Dakota county that lies south

of a line draAvn due Avest from the mouth of the St. Croix. The

lines Avere described as “All that portion of the territory lying-

south of a line running due Avest from the mouth of the Clear

Water riA^er, to the Missouri riA^er, and north of the north

Imundary line of AA^abashaAV county.” The north line of “AYaba-

shaAv” county Avas “a line running due Avest from a point on the

Alississippi river, opposite the mouth of the St. Croix.” Thus

the original Dakotah (as it Avas then spelled) county included

in the present Dakota county a small portion of the city of Hast-

ings, a portion of the toAvnships of Nininger, Rosemont and
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Leljauou, about half of Burnsville, and all of Eagon, Inver Grove,

]\Iendota, AYest St. Paul and South St. Paul, as well as all of the

eounties of Hennepin, AVright, Aleeker, Kandiyohi, Swift, Chip-

pewa and Lac qui Parle, together with i^ortions of Scott, Carver,

AIcLeod, Kenville, AKTIoav Aledicine, Big Stone and Stearns. In

addition to this it extended westward in what is now South Da-
kota, taking a strip about hfty miles wide, clear to the Alissouri

river.

By an act of the legislative assembly, approved November 1,

1841), it was provided that a general election should lie held on

1be fourth Alonday of November of that year, at which there

should be elected in each organized county for county pur-

poses three county commissioners, one sheritf, one register of

deeds, one county treasurer, one judge of probate, three assessors

and two justices of the peace, as well as two constables for each

election precinct. By an act of November 1, 1849, provision

Avas made for the election in each precinct in the organized coun-

ties of tAVO justices of the peace, their qualilications, jurisdic-

tion and duties dehned, and a code of procedure in justice

courts estahlished. By an act approAunl October 27, 1849, provi-

sion Avas made for the election of the lioards of county commis-

sioners in organized counties, consisting of three members, and

detining their duties. They Avere to hold office for three years.

An act of November 1, establisbing probate courts in organized

counties provided for the election of a judge of probate and

defined bis duties. Tlie term of office Avas three years. By
act of October 31, 1849, the election of a sheriff in organizetl

counties Avas ])rovided for, his duties prescribed, and provision

made for collecting county revenue. An act of November 1, 1849,

provided for the election of a register of deeds in organized

counties and prescribed his duties. The term of office Avas tAvo

years, aiul the register Avas to serve as clerk of the board of

county commissioners. An act of NoAmmber 1, 1849, proAuded

for the election of county treasurers in organized counties, and

prescribed their duties. The term of office Avas one year. Clerks

of the com-t Avere appointed by the judges. All the provisions

made by these acts of October 31 and November 1 applied to or-

ganized counties. Dakotah county Avas created but not organ-

ized, and these provisions as to officers did not apply Avithin its

borders as then constituted.

Qualification of Voters. By an act approved November 1,

1849, the qualifications of voters in the territory Avere defined as

folloAvs: All free Avhite male inhabitants over the age of tAventy-

one years Avho shall have resided Avithin the territory for six

months. next preceding any election, shall be entitled to vote at

such election * * provided that they shall be citizens of the
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United States for a j^eriod of tAvo years next preceding sucli elec-

tion, and liaA^e declared on oath l)efore any court of record liaA"-

ing a seal and a clerk or in time of Amcation of said court be-

fore the clerk thereof, his intention to l)econie such, and shall

liaA'e taken an oath to snj)port the constitution of tlie United

States and the proAusions of an act of congress entitled “An Act

to Kstablish the Territory of IMinnesota,” approved IMarch 3,

18d!J.
* * That all pei'sons of a mixtui’e of Avliite and

Indian blood Avho shall have, adopted the haliits and (uistoms of

civilized men are hereby declaim'd to be entitled 1o all the rights

and privileges granted by this act.

Cha-i)ter 1, Revised Statutes of iUinnesota of 1851, divides the

territory into Benton, Dakota, Itasca, Cass, U(‘mbina, Ramsey,

Washington, Chisago and WabashaAV counties and detined their

boundaries.

Under the revdsed statutes, all the territory Avest of the 5Iissis-

sippi river and east of a line running from iMedicim* Bottle’s

A'illage at Pine Bend, due south to the loAva line, Avas erected into

a separate county to l)e knoAvn as WabashaAV. Tins included in

WaliashaAv county a portion of Avhat is noAV the toAvnship of

Rosemont, nearly all of Vermillion, Hampton and Randolph, and

all of Nininger, Hastings, klarshan, RaAmnna and Dcmglass, as

Avell as the [>resent counties of (loodhue, Wabasha, Dodge, 01m-

stead, Winona, iMoAver, Fillmore and Housted.

By the same revision Dakota county Avas made to consist of

all that part of the territory Avest of the Mississippi river and ly-

ing Avest of the county of Wabasha, and south of a line l)eginning

at the mouth of CroAV river, and up said river and the north

branch thereof to its source and thence due Avest to the Missouri

riA'er. Thus Dakota county then includcAl small ]) 0]-tions of Avhat

are noAV the toAvnships of Vermillion, Hampton and Randolph,

nearly all of Rosemont, ami all of 5Iendota, AVest and South

St. Paul, Inver Grove, Eagan, Burnsville, Del)anou, Lakeville,

Empire, Eureka, Castle Rock, Greenvale, AA'aterfoial and Sciota

;

portions of the counties of AYright, Aleeker, Stearns, Pope,

Stevens, Kandiyohi and Traverse, and all of Big Stone, SAvift,

Hennepin, Scott, Carver, AlcLeod, Renville, Chii)peAva, Lac qui

Parle, Y’'elloAV Aledieine, Lincoln, Lyon, Red AVood, Bi’oavu,

Nicolet, Sibley, Le Siienr, Rice, Steele, AA'aseca, Blue Earth,

AVatouAvan, CottouAvood, Alurray, Pipestone, Rock, Nol)les, Jack-

son, Alartin, Faribaidt, Freeborn
;
as Avell as all the coAuities in

Avhat is noAV South Dakota, Avest of the counties named to the

-Missouri riAmr.

By the laAvs of 1852, page 51, the boundaries of Dakota

county Avere still further curtailed, Hennepin county being set

oft'. It Avas enacted “That so much of Dakota county as lies
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north of the IMinnesota river, west of the Mississippi river and
east of a line commencing at a place known as the Little Rapids

on the said Minnesota river, thence in a direct line north by west

to the forks of the Crow river, thence down the Crow river to the

Hississii>pi he, and tlie same is hereby erected into a sej)arate

county, which shall be called the county of Hennepin. The act

provided that “for election pur])oses it shall remain as at present

in conjunction with Dakota county so far as relates to the election

of a councellor and two representatives until the next apportion-

ment of representation.’’

Hy the act of March 5, 1853, Dakota county assumed approxi-

mately its present area, although subsequent modifications an-

nexed to or set off from the county portions of Scott, Rice and
Goodhue coianties, and set off from the county a portion that is

now included in Ramsey county. This act defined the boundaries

of Dakota county as follows; “Beginning in the Minnesota

river at the mouth of the Credit river, thence in a direct line to

the upper branch of the Cannon river, thence down said river to

its lower fork, as laid down on Nicollet’s map, thence on a direct

line to a point in the Mississippi river opposite the mouth of the

St. Croix lake, thence up the Mississippi river to the mouth of

the Minnesota river, thence iip the Minnesota river to the place

of beginning.” This made Dakota county a tract of land be-

ginning a little to the west of the present township of Burns-

ville, and taking in on the west, in addition to the present west-

ern tier of townships, a portion of Glendale, Credit River and

New Market in Scott county. On the southwest, in addition to

the present townships in the southwest part of the county it

took in iDortions of the townships of AVebster, Forest, AVells,

Cannon City and Bridgewater in Rice county, as well as all that

portion of the cities of Faribault and Northfield that now lie

north of the Cannon river. It excluded from this county the

portions of AAMterford, Sciota and Randolph now south of the

Cannon river, while on the east, although it took in that por-

tion of Cannon Falls village and a small portion of Cannon Falls

township, now in Goodhue county, it excluded portions of Avhat

are now Douglass and Alarshan townships and Hastings city and

all of what is now Ravenna. The river boundaries, with the

exception of the fact that St. Paul has now annexed a small tract

in the extreme northern part of the county, were the same as at

present, and in fact, aside from the annexation mentioned above,

tbe Minnesota and Mississippi rivers have remained the northern

l)oundary since 1853.

The above paragraph embodies the conclusions of the editor

of this work, who is of the opinion that the “upper branch of

the Cannon river” is that stream commonly called the Cannon
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river, rising in Cannon lake and augmented near Faribault by
the Straight river, the south branch joining it at Cannon Falls,

in Goodhue County. A history of Kice County published in 1882

by Kev. E. D. Neil, makes the statement that in 1853, the counties

of Dakota, Scott and Kice “cornered” at Farilmult.

Hon. F. 1\1. Crosby is of the oi:)inion that the “north branch

of the Cannon river” means the creek rising in Circle lake near

IMillersburg, in Rice County, and tioving into the Cannon near

Dundas. Hon. AVarren Upham is of the opinion that Chub creek

is meant.

Judge Crosby says: “The language of the act of 1853 is

‘upper branch of the Cannon river’. This means, as it seems to

me. tlie branch tliat is nearest its source or the one farthest up
the stream. As 1 understand it, the source of the Cannon river

is Cannon lake, and it flows northeasterly. The Straight river

joins it near Faribault and from Cannon lake to the juncture

with the Straight river is the Cannon river. The branch nearest

its source is the stream arising in Circle lake near IMillerslmrg,

Kice County, and emptying into the Cannon near Dundas. Chuli

creek is the lowest branch of the Cannon river on the north side.

This conforms to what I have always understood; that it was
only parts of Bridgewater and Northfield. of the present Rice

County tliat Avere included in Dakota county under the laAV of

1853.’’

Mr. Upham says: “Credit river included now Avholly in the

east part of Scott County appears Avith its present name on

Nicollet’s map, Avhich also sIioaA'S the North fork of Cannon riA'er,

a relatUely small stream noAV called Chub creek, tloAving through

the south edge of Dakota county and joining the Cannon riA'er

about a mile southeast of Randolph raihvay junction.” This

conclusion Avould make the southern boundary of Dakota County

at that time still further north than Judge Crosby places it and

much further north than the editor of this Avork believes it to

have been.

By this act of 1853, AA'hich defined the boundaries, Dakota

county Avas declared to be organized and iiiAmsted Avith all the

rights, privileges and immunities of an organized county. It

Avas declared to be the duty of the governor to appoint all county

officers, justices of the peace and constables, avIio should hold

their office until their successors should be appointed at the next

general election. These officers, appointed April 26, 1853, Avere

as folloAvs: James MeC. Boal, O. B. Bromley and John Blakely,

county commissioners; A. R. French, sheriff; Andrew Robertson,

register of deeds
;
E. F. Parker, probate judge

;
Thomas Odell,

coroner; Sylvester M. Cook, treasurer. July 2, 1853, James C.

Dovv^ Avas appointed district attorney.
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The lion. Tlioimns Simpson, who. Inul charge of estaTlishing

the guide meridians and standard parallels in the years 1853-55,

has this to say of his work in the county; “In running a line

some distance southwest of Hastings one very bright summer
day, we came upon a white sandstone i>illar on the smooth open
])raii‘ie. It was cpiite high and impressed us as ])eculiar, being-

in lhat locality without any otliei- similar formation near it, glist-

ening in tile lu-ight sunlight. Some of my company clamored up
this natural obelisk far enough to find cut in the sandstone the

naui(‘ of Nicollet and the date of 1837. The government had fur-

nished me with copies of Nicollet’s maps of the survey he had
made in this country, and we examined them and found this pil-

lai- of white sandstone indicated thei'eon. That Nicollet had
carved his name there in 1837 I have for good reasons doubted;

but that h(‘ visited and took note of what is now known as C'-astle

Rock there cannot be a shadow of a doidit.

“I want to bear testimony to the wonderful fidelity and accu-

racy of this savant and explorer in marking the topography of

Ihis section of the country as shown in his maps. The main

stnuniis and water coui-ses of soidhern I\Iinnesota were most aecu-

i-ately indicated by him on his topograi^hieal maps, copies of

which 1 had.

“In the summer of 1851, 1 met at IMendota Captain Tilton

and iilajor Reno, Avho had .I'ust completed the survey of a military

road from Sioux City to Fort Snelling.

“Wliile making these surveys, 1 met a few of the early pio-

neers, notably General Sibley, Avho laitl me under great obliga-

tions for much kindness and consideration, and Joseph K. Brown,

at whose hos]utable home, at Henderson, 1 Avas entertained four

Aveeks Avhile Avaiting for instructions. 1 Avas greatly impressed

Avith Joseph R. BroAvn in many ways. J recall noAV quite Auvidly

the impression I had then, that he Avas the smaitest man 1 had

evei‘ met.

“1 also made the acAtuaintance of Henry M. Rice, Alexantler

F''aril)aidt, and Alexis Bailly. I think 1 met IMartin McLeod. I

met GoAu^rnor Gorman and many others, all of Avhom I remember

jiiost kindly. They all did Avhat they could for me. For some

reason unknoAvn, 1 had not the good fortune during this time to

meet the most illustrious of all these. Governor Ramsey. Minne-

sota Avas and is greatly indebted to its earliest ])ioneers. Many
of them Avere men of culture and refinement, all of them strong

men, brave, hospitable, courteous and kind. AVhat a Avelcome

they gave all those who came to make a home in this beautiful

land and glorious eommomvealth.”

The first meeting of the commissioners of Dakota county Avas

held at the house of John F. Alton, at Kaposia. Mr. Alton had
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been one of the Presbyterian missionaries, but on the opening

of the territory took a claim, and became assistant register of

deeds, clerk of the board of commissioners, and a justice of the

peace. Sylvester M. Cook, the treasurer, who had been a teacher

of the Indians, was made county surveyor; Andrew Robertson,

the register of deeds, had been an Indian farmer. At this historic

first meeting, Horace Bromley was appointed road overseer, and

on the following day the county was divided into three election

precincts. The first precinct elections were held at General Sib-

ley's lower warehouse, in IMendota
;
at the house of John F. Aiton,

in Kaposia, and at the house of Henry G. Bailly, in Hastings.

Afterward, as the county increased in population, other precincts

were set off, and usually the precinct name was retained when
the towns were formed later. At this first meeting the county

was divided into three school districts corresponding with the

precincts.

In 1854: the county seat was removed to Mendota, and the

commissioners met there for the first time, February 6, 1854. At

tliis meeting seven school districts were laid off as follows; No.

I. Carlisle; X'o. 2, Pine Bend; No. 3, Kaposia; N"o. 4, Hastings;

No. 5, Spring Lake
;
No, 6, Bartelette

;
No. 7, IMendota.

In 1855 the legislature again took up the question of the boun-

dary of the county. The counties of Dakota, Rice, Goodhue,

Scott, Carver, and other adjoining counties were established, and

approved February 20, 1855. The description of the boundaries

then established appears in chapter 6, “Laws of the Territory of

IMinnesota, 1855.’’

Section 9 of that article describes the boundaries of Dakota

county as follows : Beginning at the center of the channel of the

I\Iinnesota river, at the mouth of tlie Credit river ; thence in a di-

rect line to the northeast corner of township 112 in range 21 west

;

thence south on the township line between ranges 20 and 21 west,

to the township line between townships 111 and 112; thence east

on said line to the channel of Cannon river
;
thence down said

river in the center of said channel, to the township line between

17 and 18 Avest of the fifth meridian; thence north on said line

to the toAAmship line betAveen tOAvnships 112 and 113 north; thence

east on said line six miles to the toAA’nsliip line betAveen ranges

16 and 17 Avest
;
thence north six miles to the toAAmship line be-

tAveen toAAmships 113 and 114
;
thence east three miles on said

line
;
thence north on the section line across the center of tOAvnshi])

114, range 16 Avest, to the center of the channel of the IMississippi

riA’er; thence up the center of the channel of said riA’er to the

mouth of the Minnesota riA'er, thence up the center of the channel

of said rHer to the place of beginning.”

These boundaries gavm to Dakota county a little land in Avhat
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are now Glendale and Newmarket townships in Scott counties, hut

cut off small ]mrtions of what are now Burnsville and Lakeville.

On the south it left out portions of wdiat are now AYaterford and
Sciota. By tracing boundaries we are unable to find that the

parts of these two townships soidh of the Cannon river were
included in any of the county boundaries. It will also he noted

that the county then took in the six northern sections of Bridge-

water township and also six northern sections in Northfield

township, Rice county, as well as a portion of the present city

of Northfield. The description of the eastern boundary, as given

in the above act, is a description of the line as it has remained

to the present day.

Rice County. The l)oundaries of Rice county were given iii

the act of 1855 as follows: “Beginning at the southwest corner

of township 109 north, range 18 west, running thence west on

said township line twenty-four miles to the township line between

ranges 22 and 23
;
thence north on said toAvuship line twenty-

four miles, to the township line hetAveen townships 112 ami 113

north
;
thence east on said toAvnship line tAvelve miles to the toAvn-

ship line IxdAveen ranges 20 and 21 ;
thence south six miles, to the

toAvnship line hetAveen tOAvnships 111 and 112; thence east on said

tOAvnship line to the toAvnship line hetAveen. ranges 18 and 19;

thence soidh eighteen miles to the place of beginning.” The

above remains a description of the present boundaries of Rice

county, Avith the exception of an addition to the county of tAvelve

sections in the northern part of BridgeAvater and Northfield town-

ships, taken from GreeiiAurle, Waterford and Sciota in Dakota

county.

Goodhue County. By this same act of 1855, the boundaries

of Goodhue county Avere given as folloAvs, thus remaining to the

present day: “Beginning at the soutliAvest corner of toAvnship

109, range 18, thence north to the middle of the main channel of

the Cannon river, thence doAvn middle of said channel to the line

hetAveen ranges 17 and 18; thence north on said line to the line

hetAveen tOAvnships 112 and 113; thence east along said line to the

southwest corner of tOAvnship 113, range 16, thence north to the

line between tOAvnships 113 and 111; thence east along said line,

to the corner 3, 1, 33, 31, in range 16 (that is, at the common
intersection of tlie section lines of sections 3 and 1 in tOAAmship

111, range 16 Avest)
;
thence north along the section line (that is,

the section line equally dividing tOAvnship 111, range 16 Avest) to

the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence

doAvn the middle of the main channel and of Lake Pepin, to a

point due east of the corner to be hereafter established at the

termination of the line betAveen tOAvnships 111 and 112 upon said

lake; thence Avest to the line betAveen ranges 13 and 11; thence
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south to the line beDveen townships 110 and 111
;
thence west

to the line between ranges Id and 15
;
thence south to the line be-

tween townships 108 and 109
;
thence Avest to the place of

beginning/’

Scott County. By this same act the boundaries of Scott

county Avere gAen, as folloAA's: “Beginning at the soutliAA’est

corner of toAAUiship 113, range 20 AA’est, thence AA'est on the toAAm-

ship line to the center of the IMinnesota riA'er
;
thence doAA'n said

riA'er to the tOAAuiship line betAA’een ranges 20 and 21, thence

south on said tOAAUiship line to place of beginning.’’ This AA’ould

haAm cut oft' portions of AAdiat are iioaa' BurnsA’ille and LakeA’ille

from Dakota county and added them to Scott county. Although

portions of the same act, the eastern boundary giAum for Scott

county conhicted badly AA’ith the AA'estern boundary gHen of Da-

kota county. At this same session of the legislature, the error cau-

dently liaA'iug been diseoA'ered, section 3 AA'as inserted in Ciiap-

ter 22 (a chapter relating to a telegraph) reading as folloAA'S

:

“The east line of Scott county shall conform to the line pre-

scribed as the AAmstern boundary of Dakota county, any act to

the contrary notAA’ithstanding.
’’

In all of these acts there AA'as an error of phraseology, the

AA'ords toAA’nship line Iteing used indiscriminately to descrilie the

lines running east and AA'est, or north and south, so long as the

lines AA'ere the boundary lines to goA'ernment toAA'iiship ; AA'hereas,

strictly speaking, tOAA'iiship lines extend east and AA'est and range

lines north and south, intermediate lines being the section lines.

Dakota and Rice Counties. About tliis time the tinal “h”
seems to haA'e been dropped from the spelling of Dakota, although

there is no official record of the changing of the name. By an

act passed May 22, 1857, seA'eral sections, tAA'eh'e in all, AA'ei'e an-

nexed to Rice county in the folloAA'ing AA'ords: “Be it enacted,
*’^^***® that the southern tier of sections in tOAA'nsliip 112 north,

of range 19 and 20 AA'est, be and the same are herebj- annexed to

and shall hereafter constitute a part of the county of Rice, and

that all of said toAA'nship 112 north, of range 19 AA'est, not already

included in the county of Dakota, be and the same is hereby

annexed to and shall hereafter constitute a part of the county of

Dakota, and that said portions of toAA'iiships so annexed shall

form a part of the representatiA'e district of the county to AA'hich

they are annexed respectiA'ely.”

Thus the fcAA' sections in AVaterford and Sciota tOAA'iiships

south of the Cannon riA^er at last AA'ere reeeiA'ed into an organized

countj^.

The state AA'as admitted Alay 11, 1858. After that date the

boundaries of counties could not be changed except by a ma.iority
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A’ote of the electors of the counties affected. (See Sec. 1, Art.

JI. State Constitution.)

In the meantime, it had been voted to estal)lish the county

seat of Dakota county at Hastings, and the records rvere re-

moved from iMendota, June 2, 1857, less than a month after

.Minnesota became a state.

The l)Oundai'y line between Scott and Dakota county became

a trouhlesoine problem, the people of neither county being satis-

fied Avitli tlie then existing uncertainty at the exact location of

tlie line. By an act approved June 11, 1858, the boundary line

between these two counties was fixed as follows, provided that

the legal voters of the two counties should be in favor of the

same act at the next general election, according to the provi-

sions of the constitution: “Commencing at the southwest corner

of section 36 in townshij) 113, range 21 Avest, thence north on the

section line t(j the south line of township 27, range 24 Avest,

1 hence east on the tOAvnship line to the corner of sections 33 and

34, of said tOAvnship 27 north, range 24 Avest, thence north on

the section line to the middle of the channel of the Minnesota

I'iver.” This Avould have given to Dakota county nearly all of

Ihe tOAvnships of Noav Market, Credit River and Glendale, in

Scott county, and taken a.Avay a little strip in the northern part

of Burnsville. AVhether this act Avas ever voted upon, it is im-

l)0ssible to ascertain at the present time.

JMarch 8, 1860, (page 59, Special Laws of 1860), another laAV

Avas passed, submitting to the voters of Scott and Dakota coun-

ties the hxing of the line between these counties, as folloAvs:

“ComuKUieing at the southeast corner of township 113, range 24

Avest (that is, at the soutliAvest corner of Eureka tOAvnship),

thence Avest one mile on the south line of said tOAvnship, thence

north on the section line to the south line of toAvnship 27, range

24, theiu'c east on the toAAuiship line to the southeast corner of

section 33 in toAvnship 27, thence north on the section line to the

middle of the channel of the Minnesota river. It is not knoAAUi

Avhat action the voters took in this matter. Its acceptance Avould

have added to this county six sections in Ncav Alarket toAAuiship,

but Avould have taken off and added to Scott county portions of

Lakeville and Burnsville.

The question Avas finally settled in 1871. In that year the

boundary Avas fixed to the satisfaction of all concerned, as fol-

loAvs: “Commencing at the southeast corner of toAAuiship 113

north, range 21 Avest, thence running north on the east line

thereof to the northeast corner of said tOAvnship
;
thence west

on the north line thereof, to the soutliAvest corner of the section

35 in toAvnship 114 north, range 21 west; thence north on the

section line to the soutliAvest quarter of section 35 in township
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115 north, range 21 west, thence west to the southwest corner

of the southwest quarter of section 3-1 in townsliip 114 north,

range 21 west, thence north to the middle of the IMinnesota

river.
’ ’

The eastern, Avestern and southern boundaries Avere thus fixed.

In 1873, the city of St. Paul having reached out its hand on this

side of the river, the people of the extreme northern portion of

Dakota county desired to cast their lot Avith Ramsey county.

IMarch 10th, of that year, to the approval of all concerned, the

folloAving enactment Avas made and later approved by the voters

:

“All that portion of Dakota county lying north of the south

boundary lines of sections 7, 8, and 9, north, range 22 Avest of

the fourth prineiiAal meridian, and section 12 of toAvnship 28

north, range 23 Avest of the fourth principal meridian, are hereliy

detached from Dakota county and attached to Ramsey county,

for all purposes Avhatsoever. The soutlnvest quarter of the south-

east quarter of section 7, in toAvnship 28 north, range 22 Avest

of the fourth principal meridian, is exempt from the provisions

of this act and shall remain a part of Dakota county.” This

latter provision Avas inserted for the reason that the superin-

tendent of schools in Dakota county lived in the area named, and

it Avas desired that he should remain a citizen of Dakota county

Avithout being under the necessity of moving.

County Seat. As already mentioned, the county seat Avas at

Kaposia in 1853, at IMendota in 1854, and at Hastings in 1857,

and oiiAvard. Attempts to place the county seat elseAvhere liaAm

thus far failed. In 1860 a bill Avas passed alloAving the people to

decide by vote on the claims of Pine Bend, then a flourishing

Aullage. Six hundred and eighty-six Amtes Avere cast in favor of

the proposed removal and eleAmn hundred and tAventy-five against

it. In 1868 another act passed the legislature, alloAving the Amters

to decide the question of removing the county seat to Farming-

ton, alleged by many to be a more faAmrable location. This vote

Avas lost by fiAm or six hundred majority.

County Court House. The county offices Avere held in rented

buildings for some years. June 3, 1857, the county offices occu-

pied a stone building on the levee, at Hastings, knoAvn as Marsh’s

block. Here they remained until 1858, Avhen they Avere removed

to a Avooden building, betAveen Ramsey and Vermillion streets.

In 1859, they again removed to a building between Ramsey and
Sibley streets, remaining there until 1862, Avhen they Avere located

in the second story of Gardiner & Meloy’s warehouse, Avhieh

had been fitted up for that purpose.

At a meeting of the Hastings city council, October 12, 1868,

it Avas resolved that whenever the county of Dakota would erect

a county building the city would cede to the county for such
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building purposes all its right and title to the public square,

and $15,000 of its bonds. Hastings having been decided upon
as the proper place for the county seat, the proposition of the

city was accepted, and the county commissioners instructed to

proceed at once to erect suitable buildings. A committee of three,

consisting of R. J. Marvin, George Boher and Ditus Day, was ap-

j)ointed to procure plans, specifications, and estimates of cost.

The public square donated, comprised about one and a half

acres in l)lock 20, and work was begun there as soon as pratieable.

On June Id, 1869, the ground was bi’oken for the erection of a

jail and residence for the sheriff. These were built by contract,

IMr. Radcliff' being the architect, and R. J. Marvin, superintendent.

The jail was thirty-six feet square, one story high, and strongly

built of stone and brick. It had separate departments for male

and female prisoners. The qiiarters of the former were situated

on the west side of the building, and contained ten cells, 5 by 7

feet in size, locked with a patent brake, and accommodating two

prisoners each. The cells on the east side, of the same description,

were used as a “city lock-up.” These cells Avere entirely of iron,

and tlie jail Avas paved throughout Avith tlag-stone. The sheriff’s

house Avas built of brick, 80 by dO feet in its dimensions, con-

tained nine rooms and Avas tAvo stories high. Both jail and house

Avere completed in 1870. The jail Avas later torn doAvn and a iieAV.

modern one erected in its place.

The court house, communicating directly Avith the jail, was

commenced immediately on the completion of the latter, Mr.

IMarvin l)eing again superintendent of the Imilding. The struc-

ture is an imposing one,- and the pride alike of Hastings and the

county. It is mainly of brick, but heavy, gray stone trimmings

are conspicuious in its architecture. Its dimensions are 60x100

feet, Avhile its tAVO stories, surmounted Avith a cupola, and its

four tall tOAvei-s, rise above the SAirrounding buildings with be-

coming stateliness. There are tAvo main entrances, one from

Third and the other from Vermillion street. Below, there are

eight rooms, besides the basement, for the use of the auditor,

register of deeds, commissioners, and other officers of the county.

The court room is adorned, through the liberality and good taste

of various citizens, Avith fine portraits of the judges of the dis-

trict courts.

It is Avorthy of remark, and greatly to the cretlit of the

managers in the Avork of the building, that $5,000 of the money

originally appropriated Avas unexpended and returned. The neAV

courthouse and offices Avere ready for occupancy in November,

1871. Although nearly forty years old, the building is still sub-

stantial, and its lines being mellowed by time, it is one of the

beloved landmarks of the county.
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Formation of Townships. In 1858, ^Minnesota being provided

Avith a state constitution, there began an era wbicli, in this state,

continued but a short time, that of county goveiannent )>y a board

of supervisors, consisting of tlie chairmen of tlie different toAvn-

ships, and representatives from the incorporated settlements.

Tlie neAV law Avas passed by the legislature on JMarch 20, to go into

effect July 12. In acordance Avith this act, the county commis-

sioners met at Hastings, April 6, 1858, and proceeded to lay off

certain toAvnships and established their boundaides. i\lauy of

these retain theii- original limits and original names to the present

day. Many of these names, and the boundaries also, coincided

Avith those of tlie precincts Avhich had been formed earlier, as

previously stated. Changes in the names and lioundaries are

noted in the histories of the toAvnships, or else, previously in this

chapter.

The toAvuships laid off', April 6, 1858, as noted aliove, Avere as

folloAVS ;

iMendota—All in Dakota county of ToAvnships 27 ami 28,

Kange 23.

Toaa'u of West St. Paul—All in Dakota county of ToAvnship 28,

Range 22.

ToAver Grove—All in Dakota county of ToAvnship 27, Range 22,

iMuinger—All in Dakota county of ToAvnship 115, Range 18;

and Sections 18, 19, 30 and 31 in ToAvnship 115, Range 17.

ToAvn of Hastings—All in Dakota county in ToAvnship 115,

Range 17, except Sections 18, 19, 30 and 31; also all in Dakota

county of ToAvnship 115, Range 16; also Sections J, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,

16, 17 and 18 in ToAAuishiiA 114, Range 16.

iMai-shan—ToAvnship 114, Range 17, and Sections 19, 20, 21, 28,

29, 30, 31, 32 and 35 in 'PoAvnship 114, Range 16.

Douglas

—

ToAAuiship 113, Range 17.

Hampton—ToAvnship 113, Range 18; also all of Dakota county

of Township 112, Range 18.

Vermillion—ToAAUiship 114, Range 18.

Sciota—All in Dakota county of ToAvnship 112, Range 19.

Town of Gi-eenvale—All in Dakota county of ToAvnship 112,

Range 20.

ToAvn of Berlin—ToAvnship 113, Range 20; also all in Dakota
county of ToAAuiship 113, Range 21.

Lakeville—ToAAuiship 114, Range 20; also all in Dakota county
of ToAvnship 114, Range 21; also all in Dakota county of Toavu-

ship 114, Range 21.

Toaaui of Union—ToAvnship 115, Range 20; also all in Dakota
county of ToAvnship 115, Range 21

;
also all in Dakota county of

ToAvnship 27, Range 24.

Rosemount—ToAvnship 115, Range 19.
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Town of Empire City—Township 114, Range 19.

Castle Rock—Township 113, Range 19.

Dakota County Legislature. The board of county supervisors

(for such was tlien their official title) met at Flastings, September

14, 1858. .lohn \V. IMcGrath was elected chairman, pro tern, and
John Kennedy, clerk pro tern. On motion, the clerk inade a list

of the different towns where there was no contest as to election

of members to the eonnty l)oard, that the members therefrom

might answer to their names when called. The following mem-
l)ers answer(‘d to the call and were admitted to the board.

Hastings, 0. S. AViiislow, J. D. Griswold (first Avard), Oliver

Patch (second Avard) ; Nininger, MatheAV A. kliller; Inver Grove,

Josiah Bunvell
;
West St. Paul, J. W. McGrath, John ToAver (first

Avard), Randolph Probstfield (second Avard)
;
Mendota, l^atrick

Kagan; Pnion (uoav Burnsville), D. J. Burns; Lebanon, Bain-

bridge Verrill
;
Lakeville, Samuel Dunn

;
Rosemount, J. II. Flau-

negan
;
Vei-million, A. II. Norris; JMarshau City, L. L. Ferry;

Douglas, Harry A^an Aidveu
;
Hampton, Gilbert McKay; Sciota,

M. II. Chamberlain
;
Castle Rock, Leonard Aldrich

;
Greenvale,

E. B. Charter; Berlin (uoav Eureka). G. B. Mallery. On the fol-

loAving day, G. N. Moody ausAvered to the call, from Empire;

Ara Barton from Richmond uioav Randolph), and A. N. Nourse,

from AYaterford.

Permanent officers elected at the meeting Avere G. S. AAGusIgaa^,

chairman; and John Kenedy, clerk. In 1859, John C. Aleloy, hav-

ing been elected the first auditor of the county, became ex-officio

clerk of the county board. This body, constituted as above, be-

came so lai-ge and uiiAvieldy that it became knoAvu as the Dakota

County Legislature, being in fact much larger than the terri-

torial council of Aliunesota. The plan of a board of county super-

A'isors Avas never a success in this state, althoAigh it is still in

vogue in AVisconsin. In 18G0, the commission plan of government

Avas adopted, and Dakota county Avas divided into five districts,

Avhich are still represented by one member each on the county

l)oard.

TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE.

1849 . The first territorial legislature coiiAmned September 3,

1849, and adjourned the first of the following November. The

county Avas represented in the council by John Rollins, (Fifth

district), and Martin IMcLeod (Seventh district), and in the house

by AAnlliam R. Alarshall, AVilliam Dugas (Fifth district), and

Alexis Bailly and Gideon H. Pond (Seventh district).

Second legislature, January 1 to Alarcli 31, 1851.—John Rol-

lins, Martin AIcLeod (council), John AV. North, E. Patch (house,
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Fifth district), Benjamin Bandall and Alexander Faribault,

(Seventh district).

1852—The Third Legislature. By the apportionment of 1851,

the territory having been divided, into counties, Dakota comity

was constituted the Sixth district. The legislature assembled

January 7, and adjourned March 6. The Sixth district ivas repre-

sented by Martin McLeod in the council and James IMcC. Boal and

Benjamin Randall in the house.

1853.—The Fourth Legislature assembled January 5, and ad-

journed March 5. The Sixth district was represented in the coun-

cil by Martin McLeod, and A. E. Ames and Benjamin Randall in

the house.

1851.—The Fifth Legislature assembled January 1, and ad-

journed March 1. The Fifth district was represented by Joseph

R. Brown in the council; Ilezekiah Fletcher and AYilliam H.

Nobles in the house.

1855

—

The Sixth Legislature assembled January 3, and ad-

journed Alarcli 3. The Sixth district was represented by Joseph

Brown in the council, and II. II. Sibley and D. AI. Hanson in the

house.

1856

—

The Seventh Legislature. By the apportionment of

1855, Dakota, Rice and Scott counties were constituted the Sixth

district. The legislature assembled January 2 and adjourned

Alareh 2. The Sixth district was represented by II. G. Bailly

and Samuel Dooley, in the council
;
AI. T. AIur|)hy, 0. C. Gibbs,

John C. Ide, J. T. Galbraith and John AI. Holland, in the house.

1857

—

The Eighth Legislature asseniMed January 7 and ad-

journed Alarch 7. The Sixth district was represented by Samuel

Dooley and II. G. Bailly, in the council
; C. P. Adams, J. J.

AIcAYy, L. AI. Brown, F. J. AA'hitloek and Alorgan L. Noble, in

the house. An extra session assembled Ajudl 27, and adjourned

Alay 23. At the extra session of 1857, Charles Jewett was ad-

mitted, vice Alorgan L. Noble, resigned.

Constitutional Convention.

Under the enabling act of Congress, approved Alarch 3, 1857,

a convention was authorized to meet at the eapitol on the second

Alonday in July, for the purpose of framing a state constitution.

At an election, held the first Alonday in June, each council dis-

trict elected two members for each councilman and representative

it was entitled to. July 13th, the convention met, but the Rei:)ub-

lican and Democratic wings organized separately, some tlisagree-

nient having arisen. The same constitution, however, was framed
and adopted by both wings, and ratified l)y the people, Octolter

13th.

Republican AAung, July 13 to August 29, 1857, Sixth district

—
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Johu AY. North, Thomas Bolles, Oscar P. Perkins, Thomas Foster,

Thomas J. Galhraitli, 1). D. Dickinson.

Deinocratie AVing, Sixth district—Henry II. Sibley (president

Democratic wing), Pobert Kennedy, Daniel J. Burns, Prank AYar-

ner, AYilliam A. Davis, Joseph Burwell, Henry G. Bailly, Andrew
Keegan.

STATE LEGISLATURE.

1857-58—The First Legislature. By the ai>portionment of

1857 Dakota county was constituted the Third district. The legis-

latiu'e assembled December 2, 1857, and ad.journed March 25,

1858, took a recess until June 2nd, and tinally adjourned, August
12th. The Third district was represented by D. AY. C. Dunwell
and Henry G. Bailly, in the senate; James C. Dow, Robert C.

Alasters, James Locke, Robert O’Neill and M. T. Ylurphy, in the

house.

1859-60—The Second Legislature assembled December 7, ad-

journed Alarch 12, 1860. The Third district Avas represented in

the senate by A. II. Norris and Eli Robinson, and in the bouse

by II. G. 0. Ylorrison, 11. Caskey, A. Al. Hayes, Aloses Bixler, and

11. J. Scheffer.

1861

—

The Third Legislature. By the airportionment of 1860,

Dakota county Avas constituteil the Seventh district. The legis-

lature assembled January 8, and adjourned Alarch 8. The Seventh

district Avas represented in the senate by A. AT Hayes, and in

the house by H. G. 0. Alorrison and AI. A. Chamblin.

1862

—

The Fourth Legislature assembled January 7, and ad-

journed Alarch 7. The Seventh district Avas represented in the

senate by Charles AA". Nash, and in the house by J. C. Couper and

G. C. Chaml)erlain. On account of the Indian outbreak in 1862 an

exti-a session Avas called by the governor, Avhich assembled Sep-

tember 9, and adjourned September 29.

1863

—

The Fifth Legislature assembled January 6, and ad-

journed Alarch 6. The SeAmnth district Avas represented by

Charles AY. Nash in the senate, 0. T. Hayes and G. C. Chamberlain

in the liouse.

1864

—

The Sixth Legislature assembled January 5, and ad-

journed Alarch 4. The Seventh district Avas represented by R. J.

Langley in the senate and K. N. Giiiteau and G. P. Ackley in

the house.

1865

—

The Seventh Legislature assembled January 3, and ad-

journed Alarch 3. The Seventh district Avas represented by D. P.

Langley in the senate and K. N. Guiteau and Henry AA". Tcav in

the house.

1866

—

The Eighth Legislature asse}ul)led January 2, and ad-

journed Alarch 2. The Seventh district Avas represented by D. P.
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Langley in the senate, and R. C. ^Masters and J. D. Smith in the

house.

1867

—

The Ninth Legislature. Lty the apportionment of 1866,

Dakota county Avas constituted the SeAmnth district. The legis-

lature assembled January 8, and adjourned Yareh 8. The

Seventh district Avas represented by N. C. Draper in the senate,

J. H. Donaldson and S. C. IIoAvell in the house.

1868

—

The Tenth Legislature assembled January 7, and ad-

journed iMarch 6. The Seventh district Avas represented by

SeagraAm Smith, in the senate, E. J. CheAvning and Eol>ert Foster,

in the house.

1869

—

The Eleventh Legislature assembled January 5, and ad-

journed iMarch 5. The Seventh district Avas represented by Sea-

graAm Smith in the senate, E. J. CheAvniug and E. Smith in the

house.

1870

—

The TAvelfth Legislature assembled January J, and ad-

journed IMarch 4. The SeAmnth district Avas represented liy J. R.

CheAvning in the senate, John Flanuegan and AVilliam Jones in

the house.

1871

—

The Tliirteeuth Legislature a.ssembled January 8, and

adjourned Alareh 3. The Seventh district Avas represented by

E. T. CheAvning in the senate, J. II. Plannegan and D. E. Eyre

in the house.

1872

—

The Fourteenth Legislature. By the apportionment of

1871, Dakota county Avas constituted the TAventieth district. The

legislature assembled January 2, and adjourned Alarch 1. The

TAventieth district Avas represented by R. J. CheAvning in the

senate, D. P. Langley, Hugh Derham, AX. A. Gray, Dan E. Eyre,

and George A. AVells in the house.

1873

—

The Fifteenth Legislature assembled January 7, and

adjourned Alarch 7. The TAventieth district Avas represented by

E. J. CheAvning in the senate and A. E. Rich, Peter Picker, J. F.

Dilley, J. L. LeAvis and D. C. Johnson, in the house.

1874

—

The Sixteenth Legislature assembled January 6, and

adjourned Alarch 6. Dakota county representatives Avere : Ig-

natius Donnelly in the senate, D. P. Langley, J. F. Dilley, George

Auge, George A. AVells, and Peter Picker, in the house.

1875

—

The Seventeenth Legislature assembled January 5, and
adjourned Alarcli 5. The TAventieth district Avas represented by
Ignatius Donnelly, in the senate; John Byers, Nicholas AIcGree,

J. C. McCarthy, AndreAV Keegan and Frank Alerrill, in the house.

1876

—

The Eighteenth Legislature assembled January 4, and
adjourned Alareh 3. The TAventieth district Avas represented by
Ignatius Donnelly, in the senate

;
J. F. Norrish, Daniel Ryan,

C. A. Baker, Al. H. SulliA'an and Abraham A. Osborne, in the

house.
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1877

—

The Niiieteeuth Legislature assembled January 2, and
adjourned March 2. Tlie Twentieth district was represented by

Ignatius Donnelly, in the senate; Thomas Howes, D. B. Truax,

E. G. Rogers, M. II. Sullivan and A. A. Osborne, in the house.

1878

—

The Twentieth Legislature assembled January 8, and

adjourned March 8. The Twentieth district was represented by

Ignatius Donnelly, in the senate
;
Elias Tompkins, J. L. Lewis.

II. Fanning, G. W. Dilley and E. F. Hyland, in the house.

1879

—

The TAventy-first Legislature assembled January 7, and

adjourned March 7. The TAventieth district Avas represented by

C. P. Adams, in the senate; D. T. Chamberlain, D. Boser, E. G.

Rogers, Elias Tompkins and Ed. F. Hyland,in the house.

1881—The TAventy-second Legislature assembled January 4,

and adjourned March 4. The TAventieth district Avas represented

by C. P. Adams, in the senate; Jasper N. Searles, D. Boser, J. F.

Norrish, Janies Kennedy and R. McAndreAVS, in the house. An
extra session Avas called for the purpose of considering the legis-

lation at the regidar session relating to the state railroad bonds,

Avhich Avas tleclared unconstitutional by the supreme court. The

session commenced October 11, and closed November 13.

1883—The TAventy-third Legislature. By the apportionment

of 1881, Dakota county Avas constituted the TAventy-fourth dis-

trict. The legislature assembled January 2, and adjourned March
2. The TAventy-fifth district Avas represented by A. II. Truax, in

the senate, John McNamara ami G. AY. Dilley, in the house.

1885—The TAveuty-fourth Legislature assembled January 6,

ami adjourned IMarch 6. The TAventy-fifth district Avas repre-

sented by A. II. Truax, in the senate
;
John C. Ganeff and A. S.

Bradford, in the house.

1887—The TAventy-tifth Legislature assembled January 4, and

adjourned March 4. The TAventy-hfth district Avas represented

l)y A. II. Truax, in the senate
;
J. Kummer and Ignatius Donnelly,

in the house.

1889—The TAventy-sixth Legislature assembled January 8,

and adjourned April 23. The TAventy-tifth district Avas repre-

sented by A. II. Truax, in the senate; P. IT. Ilagney, James IV.

McGrath, in the house.

1891—The TAventy-seAmnth Legislature. By the apportion-

ment of 1889, Dakota county Avas constituted the TAventy-fourth

district. The legislature assembled January 6, and adjourned

April 20. Dakota county representatives Avere : Ignatius Don-

nelly, in the senate; P. II. Ilagney and John J. Caneff, in the

house.

1893—The TAventy-eighth Legislature assembled January 3,

and adjourned April 18. The Dakota county representatives
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were : Iguatms Donnelly, in the senate
;
Charles F. Staples and

James McDonough in the house.

1895—The Twenty-ninth Legislature assembled January 8,

and adjourned April 23. Dakota representatives were: Albert

Schaller, in the senate
;
N. P. Gores and C. F. Staples, in the house.

1897—The Thirtieth Legislature, assembled January 5, and

adjourned Ajuul 21. Dakota county representatives Avere : Al-

bert Schaller, in the senate
;
C. F. Staples and Ignatius Donnelly,

in the house.

1899—The Thirty-first Legislature. By the apportionment

of 1897, Dakota county Avas constituted the Thirtieth district.

The legislature assembled January 3, and adjourned April 18.

Dakota county representatives Avere : Albert Schaller, in the

senate
;
C. F. Staples and John Pennington, in the house.

1901—The Thirty-second Legislature assembled January 8,

and adjourned April 12. Dakota county representatives Avere

:

Albert Schaller, in the senate
;
E. A. AYhitford and John Penning-

ton, in the house. An extra session Avas called, for the lAurpose

of considering the report of the Tax commission created by

Chapter 13. “General LaAA’s of A. D. 1901.” The extra session

convened February d, 1902, and adjourned March 11, 1902.

1903—The Tliirty-third Legislature assemldetl January 6, and

Dakota representatiAms Avere : Albert Schaller, in the senate
;

J. B. Kelly and Joseph Peters, in the house.

1905—The Thirty-fourth Tjegislature assemltled January 3.

Dakota representatiA^es Avere : Albert Schaller, in the senate

;

A. B. Kelly and A. M. Hayes, in the house.

1907—The Thirty-fifth Legislature assembled January 8. Da-

kota county representatives Avere : xVlbert Schaller, in the

senate; Joseph Peters and AV. II. AVestcott, in the house.

1909—The county had the same representation as in 1907.

COUNTY OFFICERS.

At the first election .of 1853, the folloAving officers Avere

elected: IT. Dupuis, treasurer; F. J. Bartlett, sheriff; A. R. AIc-

Leod, register of deeds
;
J. Locke, judge of probate

;
E. F. Parker,

attorney; James Thompson, surveyor; Thomas Odell, coroner;

J. J. Noah, clerk of district court.

1855—D. AA^. C. DunAvell, treasurer; John Devlin, sheriff; John
Kennedy, register of deeds

;
James Locke, judge of probate ; 0. T..

Hayes, attorney; M. A. Aliller, siuweyor
;
Thomas Odell, coroner;

J. J. Noah, clerk of district court.

1857—E. Dean, treasurer
;

J. Devlin, sheriff
;

J. Kennedy,
register of deeds; J. J. AlcVay, judge of probate; SeagraAm
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Smit h, attorney
;
Andrew Keegan, surveyor

;
AY. Felton, coroner

;

O. S. Winslow, clerk of district court.

IHo;)— (Up to this time the duties of auditor had been per-

formed hy the register of deeds.) John C. Meloy, auditor; E.

Dean, treasurer; 1. Al. Ray, sheriff; Jolui Kennedy, register of

deeds; F. Al. Crosl)y, .judge of probate; E. F. Parker, attorney;

A. Keegan, surveyor; William Felton, coroner; G. S. Winslow,

clerk of district court.

1861—J. C. Aleloy, auditor; Al. Comer, treasurer; I. Al. Ray,

sheriff; E. Eichhoiai, register of deeds; S. Smith, judge of pro-

bate; T. R. Huddleston, attorney; A; Keegan, surveyor; AY. Fel-

ton, coroner; G. S. Whitman, clerk of district court.

1863—L. Smith, auditor; Al. Comer, treasurer; Stephen

Newell, sheriff; E. Eichhorn, register of deeds; S. Smith, judge of

probate; R. Judson, attorney; C. B. Lowell, surveyor; William

Felton, coroner; G. S. AVhitman, clerk of district court.

1865—L. Smith, auditoi-
;

Al. Comer, treasurei-; S. Newell,

sheriff
;
N. F. AAA Kranz, register of deeds

;
P. Al. Babcock, judge

of ]>rohate; T. R. Huddleston, attorney; C. B. Lowell, surveyor;

W. Felton, coroner; G. S. AYhitman, cleidc of district court.

1867—John Kennedy, auditor; AL Comer, treasurer; S. Newell,

sheriff; N. F. AY. Kranz, register of deeds; P. Al. Babcock, judge

of probate; T. R. Huddleston, attorney; C. B. Lowell, surveyor;

AY. Felton, coi’oner; G. S. AAJdtman, clerk of district court.

186!)—J. Kennedy, auditor; AL Comei-, treasurer; S. Newell,

sheriff
;
N. F. AA^. Kranz, register of deeds

;
E. A. Gove, judge of

probate; S. Smith,attorney
;
C. B. Lowell, surveyor; AY. Felton,

coroner; G. S. AAdiitman, clerk of district court.

1871—J. Kennedy, auditor; AL Comer, treas\irer; S. Newell,

sheriff; N. F. AY. Kranz, register of deeds; E. A. Gove, judge of

probate
;
S. Smith, attorney

; C. B. Lowell, surveyor
;
AY. Felton,

coroner
;
G. S. AA'hitman, clerk of district coind.

1873—Al. Heinen, auditor; AYilliam Harrington, treasurer; S.

Newell, sheriff; N. F. AY. Kranz, register of deeds; P. O’Leary,

jmlge of probate; E. Parliman, attorney; C. B. Lowell, surveyor;

W. F(dton, coi'oner
;
G. S. AAJutman, clerk of district court.

1875—Al. Heinen, auditor; D. O’Brien, treasurer; S. Newell,

sheriff; N. F. AY. Kranz, register of deeds; P. O'Leary, judge of

])robate; E. Parliman, attorney; A. Keegan, surveyor; AY. Felton,

coroner; G. S. AA’'hitman, clerk of district court.

1877—AL Heinen, auditor; D. O’Brien, treasurer; J. F. New-

ton, sheriff; N. F. AY. Kranz, register of deeds; Al. H. Sullivan,

judge of probate; J. N. Searles, attorney; A. Keegan, surveyor;

A\A Felton, coroner
;
G. S. AA^hitnian, was elected clerk of district

court, but died soon after, and John II. Heath was appointed to

fill the vacancy.
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1879—jM. Heiueu, auditor; D. O’Brien, treasurer; J. F. X'ew-

toii, sheriff; N. F. W. Kranz, register of deeds; i\I. II. Sullivan,

judge of probate
;
Albert Scballer, attorney

;
A. Keegan, surveyor

;

"W. Felton, coroner
;
J. H. Heath, clerk of district court.

1881—A. J. AV. Thompson, auditor; D. O’Brien, treasurer; J.

F. XeAvton, sheriff'; X. F. AA". Kranz, register of deeds; AI. H.

Sullivan, judge of probate; Albert Scballer, attorney; A. Keegan,

surveyor; AAA Felton, coroner; John II. Heath, clerk of district

court.

1893—Auditor, AI. C. Tauges, Hastings; treasurer, John Kane,

Hastings; sheriff’, John H. Hyland, Hastings; register of deeds,

John AA'eber, Hastings
;
judge of probate, Thomas P. Aloran,

Hastings; attorney, James AI. Alillett, Hastings; surveyor, Charles

A. Forbes, St. Paul
;
coroner, A. A. Finch, Hastings

;
clerk of dis-

trict court, Alichael Ryan, Hastings; court commissioner, J. R.

Claggett
;
superintedeut of schools, Thomas B. AIcElvey, Lake-

ville
;
county commissioners, (chairman) George J. Hetherington,

Hastings
;

first district, George Hetherington
;
second district,

Jacob Horn, Hampton Station; third district, Alichael Farrell,

Rosemount
;
fourth district, Hugh Derham, Rosemount; fifth dis-

trict, Lewis Gilbertson, Hazelwood.

1895—Auditor, Alichael Hoffman, Hastings-: treasurer, John

Kane, Hastings
;
sheriff, J. II. Hyland, Hastings

;
register of deeds,

Otto Ackerman. Lakeville
;
jiidge of probate, T. P. Aloran, Has-

tings
;

attorney, AA’illiam Hodgson, Hastings ; surveyor, C. B.

Lowell, Hastings; coroner, G. AA". Stapf, South St. Paul; clerk of

court, Alichael Ryan, Hastings; court commissioner, J. R. Clagett,

Hastings; county superintendent, T. B. AIcKelvy, Lakeville;

county commissioner, second district, Jacob Horn, Hampton;
first district George J. Hetherington, Hastings; third district,

Alichael Farrell, Rosemount; fourth district, John Alurphy, Rose-

mount
;
fifth district. Louis Gilbertson, Hazelwood.

1897—Auditor, Alichael Hoffman, Hastings; treasurer, John
Kane, Hastings; register of deeds, Otto Ackerman, Hastings;

sheriff, John H. Hyland. Hastings; attorney. AA'illiam Hodgson,
Hastings; surveyor, C. A. Forbes, »St. Paul; judge of probate,

Thomas P. Aloran, Hastings; coroner. A. F. Jolinson. Hastings;

clerk of court, Alichael Ryan, Hastings
;
court commissioner, J. R.

Claggett, Hastings; superintendent, T. B. AIcKelvy. Lakeville;

county commissioners: first district, AA'illiam R. Alather, Hastings;

second district, Jacob Horn, Hampton
;
third district, Alathew

Krech, 8t. Paul; fourth district, John Alurphy, Rosemount; fifth

district, Louis Gilbertson. Eldswold, kScott county.

1899—Auditor, Alichael Hoffman, Hastings; treasurer, D. T.^

Quealy, Hastings; register of deeds, Otto Ackerman, Hastings;
sheriff’, John H. Hyland, Hastings; attorney, AA'illiam Hodgson,
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Ilasting's; judge of probate, Thomas P, Moran, Hastings; sur-

veyor, C. A. Forbes, St. Paul
;
coroner, Nic. Gillen, Hastings

;

clerk of court, John Kaetz, Hastings; court commissioner, J. R.

Claggc'tt, Hastings; superintendent, C. AY. Aleyer, Hastings;

county commissioners: first district, AA^illiam R. Alather, Has-

tings; second district, Peter Endres. Hampton; third district,

Alathew Kreck, St. Paul
;
fourth district, AA^'iHiam Strathem, Rich

ATilley; fifth district, Louis Gill)ertson, Eldswold, Scott county.

PJOl—Auditor, J. A. Jelly, Hastings; treasurer, 1). T. Quealey,

Hastings
;
register of deeds, Otto Ackerman, Hastings

;
sheriff,

J. J. Grisim, Hastings; attorney, AA^illiani Hodgson, Ila.stnigs;

judge of probate, T. P. Aloran, Hastings; surveyor, C. A. Porl)es,

St. Paul; coroner, F. AY. Kramer, Hastings; clerk of court, John
Raetz, Hastings

;
court commissioner, C. AA^. Aleyer, Hastings

;

county commissioners : first district, AA^. E. Beerse, Hastings

;

second district, J. J. Geifer, Hampton; third district, All)ert AA"er-

den, Inver Grove; fourth district, AA^illiam Strothern, Rich Val-

ley; fiftli district. AY. A. Pai-ry, CJiristiana.

1903—Auditor, J. A. Jelly, Hastings; treasurer, 1). T. Quealey,

Hastings
;
register of deeds, Otto Ackerman, Hastings

;
sheriff,

J. J. Grisim, Hastings; attorney, P. IT. O’Keefe, South St. Paul;

judge of probate, Thomas P. Aloran, Hastings; surveyor, Charles

A. Foi'bes, St. Paul; clerk of court, John Raetz, Hastings; court

commissioner, E. A. AYhitford, superintendent of schools, C. AA^.

Aleyer, Hastings’; county commissioners: first district, AA^. E.

Beerse, Hastings
;
second district, J. J. Giefer, Hampton

;
third

district, Al. AYerden, St. Paid
;
fourth district, John Cabill, Rose-

mount
;
fifth district., AA". A. Parry, Farmington.

190')—Auditor, P. A. Hoffman, Hastings, treasurer, D. T.

(^uealey, Hastings; register of deeds, Otto Ackerman. Hastings;

sheriff, J. J. Grisim, Plastings
;
attorney, AATlliam Hodgson, Has-

tings; judge of probate, Thomas P. Aloran, Hastings; surveyor,

C. A. Forbes, St. Paul; coroner, F. AA’’. Kramer, Hastings; clerk

of court, John Raetz, Hastings; superintendent of schools, C. AA^.

Aleyer, Hastings
;
county commisioners : first district, AA^. E.

Beerse, Hastings; second district, J. J. Giefer, Hampton; third

district, Al. AAYrden, St. Paul; fourth district, John Cahill, Rose-

mount
;
fifth district, AA^. A. Parry, Farmington.

1907—Auditor, P. A. Hoffman, Hastings; treasurer, D. T.

Guealey, Hastings; register of deeds, Otto Ackerman, Hastings;

slieriff, Frank AIcDevitt, Hastings; attorney, AA'illiam Hodgson,

Hastings; judge of probate, Thomas P. Aloran, Hastings; sur-

veyor, Charles A. Forbes, Hastings; coroner, A. G. Alertz, Has-

tings; clerk of court, John Raetz, Hastings; superintendent of

schools, C. AA". Aleyer, Hastings
;
county commissioners : first dis-

trict, AAA E. Beerse, Hastings; second district, J. J. Giefer, Ilamp-
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ton; third district, Al. AVerden, St. Paul; fourth district, John

Cahill, Rosemount
;
tifth district, AA". A. Parry, Farmmgton.

1909—P. A. Hoffman, county auditor; L. P. AA'arweg, county

treasurer
;
John Raetz, clerk of court

;
Thomas P. Aloran, judge of

probate; Janies AlcDevitt, sheriff:; C. E. Tuttle, register of deeds;

C. AA”. Aleyer, superintendent of schools
;
AVilliam Hodgson, county

attorney; C. A. Forbes, county surveyor; AT. E. Beerse, county

commissioner first district (chairman)
;
John Giefer, county com-

missioner second district
;
Al AVerden, county commissioner third

district
;
John Cahill, county commissioner fourth district

;
John F.

Kelly, county commissioner fifth district.

M. H. Sullivan, a resident of Hastings and a prominent man
in the county, was born in Ireland, August 21, 1827. tie received

his early education there and studied law in his native country

as well as in Neiv York, where he landed in 1845. Subsequently

he went to Saratoga and engaged in house and carriage painting

until 1855, when he came to St. Paul, where he continued to fol-

low the painting business until in 1862, when patriotism and love

for his adopted country led him to raise a company of soldiers

to fight for the Union. His company was H, Tenth Alinnesota

A^olunteer Infantry, of which he was made captain, serving with

credit and valor until August 19, 1865, when he was mustered

out at Fort Snelling. After the war he went to Lebanon town-

ship and took up farming on 160 acres of improved land, which

he continued to conduct with considerable success until 1878,

when he was elected judge of probate of Dakota county, a po--

sition for which he was especially fitted, and held that office for

the period of thirteen years, after ivliich in 1891 he engaged in

the real estate, insurance and loan business at Hastings, which

he has since continued. In 1875 he was elected a member of

the legislature from his district and re-elected in 1876, serving

two terms. He is a member of the Alasonie Order, the Royal

Arch Chapter, the I. 0. 0. F. and the G. A. R., and an ardent

supporter of the Republican party. He was married October 7,

1849, at Saratoga, N. A^., to Lydia Al. Starbuck, and to them have

been born three children: AV. J., born July, 1850, Avho lives at

home
;
Franklin P., born April, 1852, ivlio lii'es at St. Paul

;
and

Charles II., born Alay, 1857, lives at Alinneapolis.



CHAPTER IX.

MILITARY RECORD.

Dakota County’;? Notable Showing—Generals Sibley, Le Due and

Adams—First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh,

Eighth, Ninth, Tenth and Eleventh Infantry—First Battalion

—First Mounted Rangers—Second Cavalry—Bracket’s Bat-

talion—Independent Cavalry—First Sharpishooters—Third

Artillery.

Dakota county with a poj)ulation of about 9,052 (in 1860),

furnished nearly 1,350, or nearly fifteen per cent of her entire

population, and about twenty-eight per cent of her male impula-

tion, to the cause of the Union during the Civil War. The diffi-

culty of preparing a list of the veterans of the county is found

in the fact that many old soldiers moved into the county after

Ilu‘ war, Avhose records appear in other states, and also in the

fact that even some of those living in this county enlisted from

elsewhere. In some cases, also, in order to fill the quota, men
from other localities enlisted from this county. The list of sol-

. diers enlisting from each township is given in the township his-

tories which appear later in this volume.

In giving the war record of Dakota county, we have followed

generally the record given in a previous history, with a correction

of such mistakes as have since been discovered.

General H. 11. Sibley was commissioned by Governor Ramsey

as colonel at the outbreak of the Indian masacre, and placed in

charge of the Indian expedition. From his services in that cam-

paign he Avas commissioned brigadier-general, and subse(iuently

brevet major-general by President Lincoln.

Under an act of Congress passed in 1862, AV. G. Le Due Avas

appointed assistant quartermaster of United States Volunteers,

Avith the rank of captain. He Avas suceessWely promoted as

major, lieutenant-colonel, colonel, and came out of the service

Avith the rank of brevet brigadier-general.

C. PoAvell Adams, of Hastings, also came out of the Avar Avith

the rank of brevet brigadier-general.

R. S. Donaldson, of Lakeville, Avas commissioned lieutenant-

colonel, and those holding rank as majors were: James II. Don-

aldson, of Empire
;
0. T. Hays, John Kennedy and AA'illiam B.

Leach, Hastings, and J. AI. BoAvler, Nininger.

lid
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The surgeons Avho served with the x’ank of majors were : J. PT

Phneh, F\ B. Etheridge, of Hastings; J. L. Armington, of

BandoJpli.

FIRST INFANTRY.

This regiment was organized in April, 1861, and originally

eommanded by AVillis A. Gorman, of St. Paul; ordered to AVash-

ington, D. C., June 14, 1861. It was engaged in the folloAving

marches, battles, sieges and skirmishes, viz.: First Bull Run,

July 21, '61; Edwards’ FYrry, C)et. 22, ’61; A^orktown, Alay 7,

'62; FAiir Oaks. June 1, ’62; Peach Orchard and Savage Station,

June 29. ’62; Glendale and Nelson’s Farm. June 30. ’62; Alalvern

Ilill, July 1. ’()2; A^ienna. Sept. 2. ’62; Antietam. .Se})t. 17. ’62;

Charlestown, Va., Oct. 17, ’62; tirst F'redericksburg, Dec. 11, 12,

and 13, '62; second P^redericksburg, Alay 3, ’63; Gettysburg, July

2 and 3, '63; and BristOAV Station, Oct. 14, ’63. The regiment Avas

(lischargeAl at PYrt Snelling, Alinn., Alay 5. ’64. It Avill l>e seen

by this record that the First Alinnesota particijAated in some of

the most important battles of the Avar, and Avas almost constantly

actUe, on the maveh or in the held of battle, at all times retlecting

credit uixon the state that sent them foi'lh to sustain the Pinion

in its hour of peril.

The most of the men in this regiment from Dakota county

Avere in Company II, under the commaml, originally, of Captain

C’harles P. Adams, Avho Avas sxdxsequently, for gallantry on the

field of battle, promoted by grades to the rank of brcAmt briga-

dier-general. After the tlischarge of his regiment, he enteretl

the Independent Battalion of Alinxiesota Ab)liinteers (better

knoAvn as Hatch’s Battalion), as major, and Avas promoted to

lieutenant-colonel and commander of the battalion. Dakota

county’s representatives in the P’'irst Alinnesota Infantry Avere

as folloAvs

:

Company A., Mustered April 29, ’61—Third corporal, John T.

Alorrison, transfered to lb S. cavalry, October 23, ’62. Alusieian,

EdAvard C. AgneAV, discharged Avith regiment, Alay 3, ’64. Pri-

vates: Daniel 11. P’ar(|uhar, discharged Avitli regiment; John P’ar-

epdiar, held over and trasferred to P’'irst Alinnesota Battalion and

promoted corporal of Company A., and disehargetl per order,

June 8, ’6-5; James Alaloy, promoted, corporal, and dischargetl

Avith regiment.

Company C, Mustered April 29, ’61. Pbrst Sergeant—AAJllmr

F. Duffy, promoted first lieutenant and captain
;
discharged Avith

regiment. Privates—Janies B. Giltillan, promoted corporal and
discharged Avith regiment; Joseph H. Thompson, killed in Battle

of Bull Run; PA’ancis Thompson, transferred April 8, ’62, to (.Com-

pany C, Fourth Alinnesota Infantry.
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Company D. Recruits—AYilliani C. Smith, diseharged for

(Usal)ility Oct. 38, ’62; re-enlisted Jan., ’65, and assigned to

Orant’s corps in Feb., ’Gd
;
discharged at Fort Snelling, Minn.

Company F. Recruits—Charles Berdan, mustered Oct. 29, ’61.

F. Smilli, mustered Mar. 30, ’64. These two men were tranferred

to Company A, First Battalion Infantry, Minnesota Volunteers.

Company G. Privates—Fdward Z. Needham, mustered April

29, ’61; promoted coi’poral
;

re-enlisted Dec. 19, ’64, in Com-
pany B, nth Alinnesota Infantry. Janu's L. Nichols, mustered

April 29, ’61; absent; jiaroled prisoner at discharge of regiment.

James K. Russell, mustered April 29, ’61; diseharged for disabil-

ity Feb. 14. '63.

Company H, Mustered .April 29, ’61. Captain—Charles P.

Adams. ])romoted major 8ejd. 20, ’62; lientenant colonel Alay 6,

’63; brevet cohiiud and brigadier general Alarch 13, ’65. First

Lieutenant. Orem T. Hayes
;
resigned. Second Lieutenant. AVill-

iam B. Leach
;
jiromoted first lieutenant, then aide de camp to

(leneral Dana Fel). 23, ’63. First Sergeant, Henry Hoover; pro-

}uoted second lieutenant; resigned Jan. 8, ’62. Second Sergeant,

Alonzo J. A^oung; taken prisoner at Bull Run; discharged per or-

der. for imprisonment. Third Sergiuint, AA^illiam AA^. Cummings;
killed Oct. 27, '61, by accidental discharge of gun. Fourth Ser-

geant. William H. AVikoffe; mustered Alay 23, ’61; killed at Get-

tysburg July 2, ’63. Fifth Sergeant, James Ackers; killed at

Gettysburg July 2, ’63. First Corporal, Charles Shatto
;
pro-

moted sergeant; transferred to Ik S. Cavalry Oct. 24, ’64. Sec-

ond Corporal, Charles Al. Tucker; i)romoted sergeant; dis-

charged for wound. Dee. 8, ’62. Third Corporal, Charles AL Hoag,

discharged f<u’ disalulity, Nov. 2, ’62. Fourth Corporal. Frank J.

Alead
;

mustered Alay 24, ’61
;

reduced
;

transferred to

Comi)any B. Alay 17, ’62; discharged for disal)ility De-

cember, ’62. Fifth Corporal, John R. Alars
;

mustered

Alay 16, ’62; promoted sergeant; discharged with regi-

ment. Sixth (’orporal, Israel H. Estes; transferred to U.

S. C’avalry Oct. 24, ’62. Seventh Corporal, George A.

Krdman
;
discharged for wound in battle of Bull Run, Feb. 14,

’63. 8th Cori)oral, Henry A. Lowe; promoted sergeant; dis-

charged with regiment. Alusicians, AA^esley Lawton
;
mustered

Alay, 22, ’61; no record; Noah Van Valkenberg, mustered Alay

18, ’61; discharged for disability Dee. 9, ’61. AA^agoner, Samuel

Dayton
;
mustered Alay 22, ’61

;
diseharged for disability Aug.

22, ’61.

Privates — Albert Amsden, discharged while absent sick.

AATlliam Burkinan, discharged for disability, Dec. 2.3.

’62. Stephen F. Bunker, discharged for wound Dec. 15, ’61.

George AV. Bradbury, diseharged with regiment. Christian
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Bitka, discharged -with regiment. David AY. Brown, mustered

May 15, ’61
;
transferred to Invalid Corps August, ’63. AYilliam

Bates, discharged for disability Dec. 21. ’61. Allen Baker, mus-

tered Atay 22, ’61; discharged for disability Aug. 2. ’61. Henry
C. Cady, discharged for disability Feb. 6. ’63. Mortimer Canfield,

discharged with regiment. John Clausen, absent sick, on dis-

charge of regiment. Dennis Crandall, mustered May 15, ’61
; dis-

charged for disability Feb. 3, ’63. AVilliam Cager, killed Sept.

17, ’62, in battle of Antietani. Samuel S. Cronkhite. mustered

May 22. ’61; absent sick, on discharge of regiment. David F.

Clutch, mustered Alay 23, ’61; discharged for disability N'ov. 2,

’63. David C. Cross, mustered May 23. ’61
;
discharged for dis-

ability Jan. 7, ’62. Fred. Diehr, promoted corporal and ser-

geant
;

killed Jrdy 2. ’63, at battle of Gettysburg. Thomas
Downs, mustered Alay 23, ’61

;
discharged for disability Septem-

ber. ’62
;
Kellian Drondt, discharged with regiment. AVilliam AA".

Evarts. transferred to I’’. S. Cavalry Oct. 24, ’62. John H. Es-

sency. killed Jidy 2. ’63. at battle of Gettysburg. Aaron G. Ellis,

mustered Alay 20, ’61; discharged for disability Jan. 23. ’62.

AA'illiam Eaton, mustered Alay 22, ’61
: transferred to F. S. Cav-

alry Oct. 24, ’62. John Flanagan, mustered Alay 22. ’61
;
de-

serted at Fort Snelling, Alinn., June 20. ’61. Alvin Fritz, mus-

tered Alay 22, ’61
;
deserted. Kobert Geering, discharged for dis-

ability N'ov. 2, ’62. Thomas Galvin, discharged from hospital.

Charles Gates, discharged for disability. Thomas Ilunnybun,

discharged for disability Dec. 17, ’61. John Harris, discharged

for disability Jan. 26. ’62. Jeremiah Helmer, discharged for dis-

ability Feb. 20, ’63. Greenhalt Hess, discharged with regiment.

George T. Harrown, transferred to F. 8. Cavalry Oct. 24. ’62.

Alonzo K. Heard, mustered Alay 15. ’61
; transferred to Signal

Corps Aug. 12. ’63. Kobert Keating, discharged by writ of

habeas corpus June 10, ’61. Julien Kendall, promoted corporal;

discharged for disability. Lawrence Keating, mustered Alay 22.

’61
;
discharged with regiment. H. AA". Lindergreen, mustered

Alay 22, ’61; discharged for disability July 23. ’62. Frederick

Aleyers, transferred to U. S. Cavalry Oct. 24. ’62. Adolph Alat-

thews, mustered Alay 18. ’61; discharged f<ir disability Aug. 5.

’61. Apollus E. Owen, discharged for disability Nov. 5, ’62.

Joseph F. Pusey, mustered Alay 23. ’61; discharged Dee. 1. ’62.

for promotion in war department. Frederick Kaymond. dropped

as deserted July 30. ’63. James Roundtree, transferretl to U. S.

Cavalry Oct. 24, ’62. AA'illiam Batch, absent sick, on discharge

of regiment. Robert Ragey, died Sept. 18, , at Alexandria,

A^a. Patrick Ryan, mustered Alay^ 31 ’61; discharged with regi-

ment. John C. Shafer, discharged with regiment. Edwin B.

Simons, absent sick, on discharge of regiment. AA'alter Sastros,
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discharged with regiment. Jasper N. Searles, mustered iMay 20,

’61; promoted second lieutenant in Company II, Jan. 10, ’62;

hrst lieutenant in Company K, Jan. 3, ’63; captain, Company C,

Oct. 7, ’63; discharged with regiment. Jabez Snitzinger, mus-

tered iMay 23, ’61
;
killed at battle of Bull Run, July 21, ’61.

Robert J. Truax, discharged by writ of habeas corpus June 17,

’62. David Twiggs, mustered iMay 20, ’61; discharged for dis-

ability Aug. 5, ’61. Newton II. Twitchell, mustered May 20, ’61;

discharg(Hl for disability July 25, ’62. John AVhite, absent sick,

on discharge of regiment. John W. AA^ixon, mustered Alay 22,

’61; discharged for disability Aug. 8, ’62. Edward L. AA^ood,

promoted sergeant.

R(‘cruits—Earl P. Owen, mustered Oct. 11, ’61; discharged

for Avound Alarch 21, ’63. II. P. A^ace, discharged for disability

Feb. 11, ’63. Allen (A. EarnsAvorth, mustered Nov. 5, ’61; dis-

charged for disability Jan. !), ’62. John Sholl, mustered Nov. 5,

’61; killed in battle of Antietam, Sept. 17, ’62. Jeremiah Clif-

ford, mustered Noav 6, ’61, Iransferred to U. S. Cavalry Oct. 24,

’62. (leorge E. Royce, transferred 1o Invalid Corps Sept. 11, ’63.

John Aleyer, mustered Alay 23, ’61; transferred to Invalid Corps

Sept. 11, Ai3. AI. C. Aliuison, mustered Feb. 29, ’64. AV. S. AA^ha-

lon, mustered Feb. 25, ’64. Peter Schultz, mustered Feb. 19, ’64.

E. Johnson, mustered Alarch 10, ’64. J, Cunidft', mustered Feb.

27. ’64. P. Collins, mustered Alarch 24, ’64. The last six persons

mentioned on this list Avere transferred to Companies “A” and

“B” of the 1st Battalion, Alinnesola Infantry, in pursuance of

special order No. 102, head((uarters Army of the Potomac, dated

Ai)ril 22d, 1865.

Company I. Recruit—II. Colemau. mustered Alarch 29. ’64,

transferred to Company B, 1st Battalion, Alinnesota Infantry.

SECOND INFANTRY.

This I'egiimuit Avas organized in Jidy, ’61, and originally com-

manded by Horatio Van Clove. Ordered to Louisville, Ivy., in

Oetober, ’61, and assigned to the army of the Ohio. It Avas

engaged in the folloAving marches, battles, skirmishes and sieges.

Auz. : Alill Spring, Jan. 19, ’62; siege of Corinth, in April. ’62,

then transferred to the army of the Tennessee. Bragg’s Raid,

P(‘rryville, Oct. 8, ’62; skirmishes of the Tullahoma campaign,

(ihickamauga. Sept. 19 and 20, ’63; Alission Ridge, Nov. 28, ’63.

Veterainzed in January, ’(>4, and parlicipated in the battles and

skirmishes of the Atlanta campaign, viz. : Resaca, June 14, 15

and 16. ’64; KenesaAv ALuuitain, June 27, ’64; Jonesboro; Sher-

man’s Alarch through Georgia and the Carolinas, and Benton-

Aulle, Alai'ch 19, ’65. The men Avere mustered out at Louisville,
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Ky., and discharged at Fort Snelling. Minn., Jnly 11, ’65. This

regiment covered itself witli laurels at the battle of IMission

Ridge, where they were badly cut np in a charge they made on

the enemy’s works. Few IMinnesota regiments, if any, performed

more long and laborious marches than the “Bloody 2d.” Com-
paratively few representatives of Dakota county were in this

regiment, and they belonged to seven different companies. The

following is their record by companies in their order:

Company C. Recruits—Jeremiah Blerius, mustered Feb. 23,

’65; discharged with regiment. Peter LeBanc, mustered Oct. 12,

’61; re-enlisted Dec. 28, ’63; discharged with regiment. Thomas
Phane, mustered May 27, ’64; discharged with regiment. George

Stiff, mustered IMay 27, ’64; discharged from hospital Aug. 10,

’65. Drafted—Sylvanus Stone, mustered May 30, ’64; discharged

per order July 6, ’65.

Company D. Privates—David E. Haynes, mustered June 30,

’61; discharged for disability May 18, ’62. Francis Thompson,

mustered June 28. '61; discharged for disability Oct. 23, ’62.

Recruits—Levi Countryman, mustered March 2, ’65; promoted

corporal April 1. '65
;
discharged with regiment. Peter F. Coun-

tryman, mustered IMarcli 2, ’65; discharged per order June 19,

’65. John II. Ferris, mustered March 2, ’65; promoted corporal;

discharged with regiment. Oliver Greenfield, mustered March 2,

’65; discharged per order Aug. 28, '65. "Walter R. Ilanna. mus-

tered March 2, ’65
; discharged per order Aug. 28, ’65. Birney

Jones, mustered lllarch 2, ’65; discharged in hospital at AVil-

mington. N. C. Thomas Cain, mustered March 2, '65
;
discharged

Avith regiment. Austin Knapp, mustered March 2, ’65
;
discharged

AAuth regiment. Cassius M. Sprague, mustered March 2, ’65;

2)romoted corporal; discharged per order. Robert Richmond,

mustered Feb. 6, ’65
;
discharged per order June 16. ’65. Drafted

—Theofeldt Odett, mustered Sei)t. 28, ’64; discharged per order

June 11, ’65. Substitute—Alichael Casey, mustered May 26. '64;

discharged Avith regiment.

Company F. Privates—Smith Scott, mustered SejAt. 30, '61
;

died at Somerset, Ky., Feb. 26. ’62. LeAvis P. Scott, mustered

Se]At. 30, ’61; discharged on exiiiration of term Sept(?mber. ’64.

Company G. Recruits—Hans Ilaman, mustered July 15, ’61;

re-enlisted Dec. 26, ’63; discharged Avifh regiment. Charles

AVells, mustered May 25, ’65
; dischai’ged Avith regiment.

Company H, Mustered July 15, '61. Privates—AYilliam II.

Day, discharged for disability Oct. 21, '61. Ezra Felton, dis-

charged for disability Alay 3, ’63. Thomas AIcDonald. re-enlisted

Dee. 27. ’63; promoted corjAoral ; discharged Avith regiment.

Charles Paul, re-enlisted Dec. 15, ’63; discharged Avith regiment.

Recruits—S. AY. CraAvford, mustered SejAt. 26, '61, died at
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Evansville, liul., .Ian. 81. (iT). George -J. Iletliering'ion. mustered

Fel). 2(). T4; discharged -with regiment. .John Keating, mustered

Feb. ]8. ’(id; discharged -with regiment. Nathaniel Severy. mus-

tered Feb. 18. '()-!; veteran i-ecruit ; discharged with 'regiment.

Elias 11. ^Yassel. muslered Oct. 2. 'til
;
promoted corporal and

sergeant; re-('nlisted Dec. 17. ’(13*; promoted first li(mtenant; dis-

charged .July 11. ’(if).

Company I. ('oi'j)oral—iYicl’.ae] Alien, mustereil .July 30. ’til;

re-enlisted De;-. 1!). ’ti3
;
promoted color-sergeant; discharged

with regiment. Private— Patrick Dempsey, mustered Sept. 28,

’(il
; re-eitlist(‘d Dec. 23, ’(>3; promoted corporal; discharged with

r(*giment. Hecniit—Louis Lei\lay. mustered l^h-b. 3, ’(id; dis-

charged with reginienl.

Company K. Private's—Volney K. Barton, mustered Sept. 3,

’61
;
died in Se])tember. ’63, of wounds received at Chickamauga.

George W. Bern is. mustered Sejit. d. ’61
;
discharged for disa-

bility April 10. ’(i2. Patrick E. Fahy, mustered Sept. b. ’61
;
re-

enlisted Dec. ’()3
; discharged with regiment. Henry F. Roch,

mustered August, ’61
;

killed at ^Mission Ridge, Nov. 25, ’(i3.

Tliomas Hope', mustered Aug. 1, ’61
; discharged at expiration of

term, Aug. 1. ’(id. Di'afted—Beargolf Ashbjivenson. mustei'ed

i\larch 8, ’6d; discharg('d with regiment. Ole Iverson, dis-

charged from hos])ital in ’('5. Substitute—August Brocky. mus-

tered i\lay 27, ’6d
;
discharged per order, .June 3, ’65.

THIRD INFANTRY.

This regiment was oi'ganiz('d in October, 1861, and originall.y

commanded by C'oloiu'l Henry G. Lester, of AYinona. Ordered to

Nashville, Teiin., in Alareh, 1862. Captured and paroled at Alur-

freesboro in .Jul.v. 1862. Ordered to St. Louis. AIo., thence to

Alinnesota. Engagaul in tin* Indian expedition in 1862. Partici-

pated in the battle of AYood Jjake in September, 1862. Ordered

to Little Roi-k, Ai'k., in Novendier. 1863. A^eteranized in .Janu-

ary. 186d. I'ngaged in battle of Fitzhugh’s AA’^oods Alarch 30,

186d. Ordered to Pine Bluff, Ark., in April. 186d; thence to Du-

^all’s Bluff S('])temhei‘ 2, 1865. Alustered out at Duvall’s Bluff

Septmulier 2, 18( 5. Dis('luu'g('d at Foi't Snelling, Minn.

On account of tlie ill-advised surrender of the regiment at

Alurfia'eslioro. a number of the officers w'ere dismissed from the

service, which partially demoralized portions of it. and th.ey

were sent north to guard the frontii'r. Their lack of experi(mc(‘

in the arts of war had more to do with the surrender than lack of

courage, as the regiment suhse([uently proved by their behavior

on the field of battle. There was but one field officer in this regi-

ment from Dakota county, viz.: Samuel H. Ingham, quarter-

master; discharged Dec. 1, ’62.
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Company A. Recruit—Piiillip iMagg, mustered. Aug'. 29. ’64;

discharged per order. July 23, '65.

Company B, Mustered Nov. 7, ’61. Fouidh Sergeant—Albert

G. Hunt, wounded April 1. ’64; discliarged on expiration of term.

Xov. 15. ’64; died a few days after. Corporal. Thomas F. Cowell,

discharged on expiration of term. Nov. 15. ’64. IMusician. i\Iilton

Bromley, re-enlisted Feb. 2, ’64; dis>-harged with regiment. Pri-

vates, David Bill, re-enlisted Feb. 2. ’64; promoted corporal and

sergeant; discharged Avith regimeni. James Boardman. re-en-

listed Feb. 2. ’64; promoted sergeant; discharged Avith regiment.

John Cochran, re-enlisted Feb. 2, ’64; diseharged per order, IMay

31. ’65. F. M. CartAvright. re-enlistcal Feb. 2. '64; promoted cor-

poral; discharged Avith regiment. Reuben B. Dean, discdiarged

for disability March 28. ’62. Benjamin Hand. dischargcAl for dis-

aliility IMarch 28. ’63. AYesley C. (dtis. deserted Jan. 21. ’63.

George AV. Parks, discharged for disability Alaivh 28. ’(>2. Al-

fred Parks, re-enlisted Feb. 2. '64; died at Pine Bluff. Aug. 12.

’64. D. P. Sackett, discharged for disability Alareh 13. '62. Ben-

jamin Sanderson, Avounded at Fitzhugh’s AA^oods
;
discharged at

expiration of term, Oct. 3. '64. Joseph TAvovett. died at Litth*

Rock, Ark., Noav 17, ’63. Peter LeC'lair, re-enlisted Feb. 2. '64;

discharged Sept. 2, '65.

Company F, Mustered Nov. 8, ’61. Ca])tain—.John B. Pres-

ton
;
dismissed Dec. 1, ’61. First Lieutenant. Isaac P. Tichenor;

dismissed Dec. 1, ’61. Second Lieutenant. Samuel II. Ingham, dis-

missed Dec. 1, ’61. Third Sergeant, AYilliam F. Allison ; ro-

duced
;
discharged on expiration of term. -Inly 29. ’64. Fourth

Sergeant, F. AI. Bissell, discharged for disability. Jan. 20. '62.

Fifth Sergeant, Barnard AIcKenna
;
reduced

;
diseharged for pro-

motion Alarch 8, ’64. First Corporal, (.'yrus P. Fuller, discharged

for disability Jan. 20, ’62. Second Corporal, (Jeorge L. Jameson;

promoted sergeant, second lieuteiiaid, first lieutenant and Al.

;

discharged Sept. 2, '65. Fourth Corporal. James AL BoAvhu’
; i)m-

moted captain in colored regiment; June 10. '65. Fifth Cor-

poral, Augustus Haskell; promotetl sergeant; re-(‘nlisted Dec. 20,

’63; discharged Avith regiment. Sixth Corporal. Rol)ert d.

Tniax; promoted sergeant; re-enlisied Dec. 20. '63; discharged

Avith regiment. ScA'enth Coriioral, Licorge AY. Knight ; deserted

Jan. 10, ’63. Eighth Corporal, Chris. C. Ibn-kman ; discharged

for disability in December, 1862. Alnsicians. Henry L. Allen, re-

enlisted Dec. 2, ’63; discharged Avith regiment. David Panchot,

re-enlisted Dec. 2, ’63; died. AA'agoner. David X. OHllett ; de-

serted, Jan. 10, ’63. Pri\'ates, Hiram H. Bissell. re-enlisted Dec.

20. ’63; promoted corporal; discharged Avith regiment. George

E. Baker, re-enlisted Dec. 20. ’63
;
discharged Avith regiment.

Alonzo Briggs, deserted Aug. 1, ’62. Hezekiah Bush, discharged
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on expiration of term, Noa'. 14, ’64. AYyman Baker, transferred

to Invalid Corps Nov. 18, ’63. Joseph Barker, re-enlisted Dee.

20, ’63
;
died at Pine ITnff, Ark., Oct. 16, ’63. Roger AY. Cressy,

discharged for (.lisal)ility March 29, ’62. AA’^illis Conntryman, re-

enlisted Dee. 20. ’(>3; discharged Avith regiment. Prank Colby,

discharged for disaliility Alay 26, ’62. John Connerton, re-en-

listed Dee. 20, ’63
;
died at Pine Bluff, Ark., Oct. 2, ’64. IIoAvard

Oriffin. re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’63; died at Pine Bluff, Ark., Dec. 6,

’64. Nicholas Haas, re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’62; dieil at Pine Bluff,

Ark., Aug. 29, ’64. Page F. IIoAve, discharged for disability Jan.

4, ’63. Henry Hainan, re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’63; discharged Avith

regiment. Waldamir Kistenmacher, discharged for disability

Aug. 17. ’62. Eddington KnoAvles, re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’63; dis-

charged for disability Alarch 27, ’65. Anselm McEachen, de-

serted Alay 25, ’62. Joseph N. Alartin, re-enlisted Dec. 25, ’63;

promoted corporal, serg'eant; discharged Avith regiment. Henry
Niemeier, re-enlisted Dec. 25, ’63; died at Pine Bluff, Ark.. Oct.

11, ’64. Nicholas O’Brien, re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’63; promoted
corporal, sergeant; discharged Avith regiment. John C. Pride,

discharged for disability Alay 25, ’62. II. D. Pettibone, trans-

ferred to N. C. S. Oct. 5, ’63. Peter J. Panchot, re-enlisted Dee.

20, ’63
;
promoted corporal

;
discharged with regiment. Joseph

F. Pitcher, re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’63
;
discharged Avith regiment.

John B. Pitcher, re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’63
; discharged with regiment.

David Pettie, re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’63; discharged Avith regiment.

James P. Ritchie, discharged on expiration of term, Nov. 14, ’64.

Charles Russell, re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’63
;
promoted corporal

;
dis-

charged Avith regiment. C. T. Richmond, transferred to invalid

corps. StcAvart Richmond, re-enlisted Dec. 20, ’63; died at Pine

Bluff, Ark., Nov. 9, ’64. Eugene II. Stone, promoted corporal,

sergeant
;

re-enlisted Dee. 20, ’63
;
discharged Avith regiment.

Recruits, Ernest Buse, mustered Feb. 20, ’64; discharged Avith

regiment. John S. Countryman, mustered Aug. 23, ’64; dis-

charged per order, July 28, ’65. Robert Hare, mustered Aug. 29,

’64; discharged per order, July 28, ’65. Alathias Harring, mus-

tered Aug. 29, ’65
;
discharged per order. July 28, ’65. Edward

King, mustered Feb. 26, ’64; discharged Avith regiment. Robert

Poor, mustered Feb. 26, ’64; died at Pine Bluff, Ark., Aug. 24,

’64. AA^illiam Saltz, mustered Aug. 29, ’64; discharged per order,

July 28, ’65.

Compan3^ G. Drafted—John Rigney, mustered June 24„ ’64;

discharged with regiment.

Company I. Drafted—Jeremiah Pool, mustered June 24, ’64;

died at Pine Bluff, Ark., Oct. 11, ’64. Carl Therson, mustered

June 24, ’64; died at Little Rock, Ark., Nov. 26, ’64.
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FOURTH REGIMENT INFANTRY.

This regiment was originally commanded by Colonel J. R.

Sanborn of St. Paul, organized Dee. 23, 1861
;
ordered to Benton

Barracks, IMo., April 19th, 1862; assigned to army of the Missis-

sippi, May 4, 1862; participated in the following marches, bat-

tles, sieges and skirmishes : Siege of Corinth, April, 1862
;
luka.

Sept. 19, ’62; Corinth, Oct. 3 and 4, ’62; siege of Vicksburg,

Forty Hills, Raymond, Jackson, Champion Hills, assault on

Vicksburg, capture of Vicksburg, July 4, ’63. Trans-

ferred from 17th to 15th corps; i\Iission Ridge, Nov. 25, ’63; vet-

eranized, January, ’64; Altoona, October, ’64; Sherman’s march

through Georgia and the Carolinas
;
Bentonville, March 20, ’65.

and Raleigh, April 14, ’65; mustered out at Louisville, Ky.. July

19, ’65; discharged at Fort Snelling, IMinn. The organizing

members of Company C were nearly all from Dakota county, and

mostly from the town of Lakeville, where the company Avas

formed. It Avas the outgroAvth of a home-guard militia that had

been organized there during the summer of 1861. They bought

their oAvn uuiforms for home-guard purposes and Avere fur-

nished arms by the state. Under the call for six hundred thou-

sand volunteers in ’61, they responded almost to a man, retaining

nearly their official organization. During the Avinter of 1861-62

they Avere located at Fort Ripley, and Avent south Avith their regi-

ment in the spring. The company built up a record they are

.justly proud of and Avere appreciated by their commanding of-

ficers. After the battle of Altoona, they AA^ere complimeutarily

mentioned l)y General Sherman.

The folloAving names giA'en by companies, represent those

entering the army from Dakota county:

Company B. Substitute—Henry Lanners, mustered March

17, ’65; discharged at expiration of term, July 19. '65.

Company C, Mustered Oct. 1, ’61. Robert S. Donaldson, cap-

tain; resigned August, ’63; promoted lieutenant-colonel 12th

La. C. Volunteers (aftei’Avards 50th I^. S. C. a’’s.) James H. Don-

aldson, first lieutenant; promoted captain; resigned Feb. 16, "64.

Leverett R. Wellman, second lieutenant
;
promoted firet lieuten-

ant; captain Company F; major; first lieutenant V. R. C. i\[ay 30,

’64; brevet major March 30, ’65; discharged Avith regiment Jidy

19, ’65. P. M. Dyar, first sergeant
;
dischargetl for disability Oct.

13, ’62; re-enlisted Dec. 31, ’63; promoted first lieutenant Com-
pany F. Hobert N. Hosnier, sergeant; promoted first sergeant, first

lieutenant. Company F; captain. Company K; discharged Avith

regiment July 19, ’65. Calvin Aniidon, sergeant; discharged for

promotion in 12th La. C. V’s. (aftemvards 50th U. S. C. V’s.).

Sumner C. Thurston, discharged for promotion in 11th La. C. v’s.

(afterwards 49th U. S. C. V’s)
;
died Oct. 5, '63. John S. WMt-
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son, cori:)oi'al
;
promoted sergeant, Jan. 1, ’63. George AV. AA^'ether-

<‘ll. eor])oral
;
diseharged on expiration of term. Oct. 11, ’64.

Iteuben J. Oliewning, corjxu'al
;
diseiiarged for disability Sept. 8,

’62; Sept. 21 ’64, appointed second lieiitenant in Gompany II;

diseharged witli regiment. AVilliam S. Longstreet, corporal; pro-

moted sergeant
;
re-enlisted

;
promoted quartermaster sergeant

;

iirst lieutenant. Alonzo AA’'(‘tlu'rell. musician
;
discharged for disa-

l)ility Sept. 8, ’62. Levi E. Day, musician
;
discharged for disa-

lulity Aug. 16, ’62. Privat(^s, Edgar S. Al)bey, discharged on ex-

piration of term, Oet. 11, ’64. Richard Hatton, died in hospital.

Janu'S Casey, killed in batth' Sept. 10. ’62. Cyrus (’lough, dis-

(diarged for disability Dee, 30. ’62. John Casey, re-enlisted;

died of wounds Nov. 13, '64. Daiiiid Estabrooks, died July 15,

’62. 4'heodore Fish, discharged for disability Nov. 26. ’62.

(Christian Funk, re-enlisted; disc-barged July 19, ’64. Joseph

Getzman, ]‘e-(-nlisted
;
dischai‘ged July 10, ’64. Charles JM. llar-

Icet, diseharged for disability July 28, ’64. Robert II. Hardick,

(b'serted Get. 20, ’(>2. Nathaniel I). Haines, prouiot(‘d corporal,

s('rgeant; discharged Oct. 11, ’64, at exj)iration of term. Har-

mony H. Johnson, discharged for disability Alay 10, ’62. George

Kelley, diseharged for disability (Oet. 30. ’62. G-eorge AV. Keeler.

re-(“ulisted
;
i)romoted cor])ora]

;
discharged with regiment. AVil-

liam Kent, re-enlisted; promoted sergeant; discharged with regi-

uK-nt. Emory Knight, discharged for disability Aug. 6, ’62.

Alichacl Liesar. diseharged on expiration of term, Oet. 11, ’64.

Elisha Lackey, killed in batlh- Alay 22, ’63. Patrick Aloran. re-

eidisted; promoted (-orporal and sergeant; discharged with regi-

menl. Patrick AlcAlullen, discharged for disability, Alay, ’63.

AT F. Aloors, re-enlisted Jan. 1, ’64; discharged with regiment.

Thomas AV. Aloors, discharged on expiration of term. Sept. 22,

’()4. James AIc(’roi-y, discharged on expiration of term, Oct. 11,

’64. John AA". Alorse. ]-(‘-enlisted June 1, ’(i4; diseharged with

regiment. Hen.iamin Pool, killed at battle of luka. Sept. 10, ’62.

AVesley Perry, discharged on expiration of term, Oct. 11, ’64.

John AV. Pool, discharged on expiration of term, Oct. 11, '(i4.

Jobu II. Thurston, discharged Nov. 0, ’64, for promotion in 11th

La. C. A^’s. (afterward 49th F. S. (A V’s.). Russell AVetherell, re-

enlisted Jail. 1, ’64; promoted cornciral
;
discharged with r(-gi-

meut. AVilliam AI. AVixom, diseharged on expiration of term,

Oct. 11, ’64. George A. AA'eaver, re-enlisted Jan. 1. ’64; wound-

ed; discharged with regiment. Recruits, Achille Cadotte, dis-

charged for disability July 3, ’63. Patrick Case, discharged by

order June 12, ’65. Joseph Eroux, discharged on expiration of

term April 6. ’65. Charles Al. Perkins, discharged for disability,

Dec. 17, ’62. AA^atson AAA Rich, promoted sergeant-major, first

lieutenant and adjutant; captain of Company D; discharged
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with regiment. Isaac P. AYhiters, discharged on expiration of

term. April 21, '65.

Company E. Privates, Tssac Lyons, mustered Nov. 27. 'HI
;

died Sept. 15, '63. at Hastings. Substitutes. Charles Hadam,

mustered Jan. 19, '65; discharged with regiment. Drafted, AVil-

liam AVelsh, mustered Alay 27, ’64; discharged with regiment.

Company F. Privates, Alichael Eiley, mustered Feb. 11. '61
;

died at A^icksburg. Aliss.. July 9. ’63. Eecruits AYilliam A. Parry,

mustered Sept. 1, ’64; discharged at expiration of term. Alarch 1,

’65. Substitutes. Dominick Barthell, mustered Dec. 22, ’64
;
dis-

charged with regiment. Alatthew LeAIay, mustered Alarch 4,

’64; discharged with regiment. James Sharp, mustered Alarch

13, ’65; discharged witli regiment.

Company I. Privates, Henry Harper, mustered Dec. 23. ’61

;

deserted Sept. 19. ’62. at Tuka, Aliss. Ferbret Taylor, mustered

Dec. 23, ’61
;
deserted June 28, ’63. Patrick- Hendricks, mus-

tered Jan. 31. ’62; re-enlisted Feb. 27. ‘64; discharged with regi-

ment. Drafted, Anthony Degross, mustered June 6, ’64; vdis-

charged with regiment.

Company K, Mustered Dec. 23, ’61. Privates, Alliert Chapel,

re-enlisted Jan. 1, ’64; promoted corporal; discharged with regi-

ment. Eobert S. Perkins, re-enlisted Jan. 1, ’64; promoted cor-

poral and sergeant
;
discharged with regiment. Recruits. Joseph

L. Aldrich, inustered Alarch 17, ’62; re-enlisted Alarch 21. ’64:

discharged with regiment. Joseph Cook, mustered Aug. 30, ’64:

discharged by order of war department June 12, ’65. Freeland

G. Stevens, mustered Aug. 30. ’64; discharged by order, June 12,

’65. Hiram AY. A'anA^alkenburg, mustered Aug. 30, ’64 dis-

charged by order, June 12, ’65. Drafted. Henry Anderson, mus-

tered Dec. 15. ’64; discharged with regiment.

FIFTH INFANTRY,

This regiment was organized in Alay, 1862. and originally

commanded by Colonel Rudolph Borgesrode, of Shakopee. Or-

dered to Pittsburg Landing, Alay 9, ’62, leaving a detachment of

three companies in Alinnesota. garrisoning frontier posts. Par-

ticipated in the following marches, battles, sieges and skir-

mishes: Siege of Corinth. April and Alay, ’62. The detachment

in Alinnesota engaged with the Indians at Redwood, Alinn., Amg.

18. 1862, and siege of Fort Ridgely, Aug. 20, 21 and 22, ’62; Fort

Abercrombie, Dakota territory, in August, ’62. The regiment

was assigned to the 16th army corps and engaged in the battle of

luka Sept. 18, ’62, and at Corinth, Oct. 3 and 4. ’62; Jackson

Alay 14, ’63; and the siege of Vicksburg; assault of A’'ieksburg,

Alay 22, ’63 Aleehanicsburg, June 3, ’63; Richmond. June 15, ’63;

Fort De Rusrey, La., March 14, ’64; Red River expedition in
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March, April and May, ’64; Lake Chicot, dime 6, ’64, and Tupelo

in June, ’64. Veteranized in July, ’64; Abbeyville, Aug. 23, ’64;

niarciied in Septeml)er, ’64, from Brownsville, Ark., to Cape Gir-

artleaxi. Mo., thence by boat to Jetfei’son City; thence to Kansas

state line, thence to St. Louis, Mo.; ordered to Nashville, Novem-
ber. ’64; battle of Nashville, Dec. 15 and 16, ’64; Spanish fort

and Fort Blakely in April, ’65; mustered out at Demopolis, Ala.,

Sept. 6, ’65, and discliarged at Fort Snelling, Minn. It Avill be

seen by the above record this regiment was in active service, yet

comparatively very few were killed in battle.

Field and Staff Officers. Adjutant, Alpheus R. French, com-

missioned Feh. 3, ’62; resigned l\larch 19, ’63. Surgeon, Francis

B. Etheridge; commissioned klarch 24, ’62; resigned Sept. 3, ’62.

Company A. AVagoncr, IMartin AVebster, mustered IMarch 2-j

’62; promoted hospital steward Oct. 7, ’63.

Company D, Mustered March 15, ’62. Captain, John Vander-

liorck; wounded in ann in battle with Indians at Fort Abercrom-

bie, Sept. 3, ’62; resigned April 11, ’63. Privates, John M. "Wil-

liams, discharged for disability, Jan. 1, ’63. Louis Sancoucy, pro-

moted corporal
;
re-enlisted Feb. 15, ’64

;
discharged with regi-

ment. Recruits, Paxd Victor, mustered IMarch 17, ’64; dis-

charged witli regiment.

Company E, Mustered April 2, ’62. Privates, Deitrich Man-

gles, re-enlisted Feb. 20, ’64; discharged with regiment. Peter J.

Thielman, discharged on expiration of term. John G. AA^elehlein,

discharged for disability March 11, ’63.

Company G, Mustered April 24, '62. Third Sergeant, John

King; promoted first lieutenant July 22, ’63; captain May 22,

’65; discharged Avith regiment. Fourth Sergeant, Henry Hether-

ington, discharged for disability Oct. 17, ’62. Corporals, II. P.

LaChapclle, re-enllsted Feb. 26, ’64; promoted corporal; dis-

charged with regiment. Henry C. AValker, died Oct. 12, ’63, at

Vicksburg, Aliss. Privates, Bernard Breman, promoted corporal;

transferred to Company I, Aug. 18, ’64. Eli Beyergeant, died

June 24, ’64, at Cairo, 111. Eli E. Bush, promoted corporal, ser-

geant; re-enlisted March 15, ’64; discharged Avith regiment.

Henry G. Bailly, promoted first lieutenant of Company D, Srpt.

11, ’63; died Jan. 7, ’65, of Avounds received in battle of Nash-

ville, Tenn. Chandler A. Bryant, discharged on expiration of

term, April 2, ’65. David Gammel, re-enlisted Feb. 26, ’64; dis-

charged with regiment. Halver Halverson, died Feb. 24, ’64, at

Jefferson Barracks, Mo. Timothy Leonard, transferred to Com-

pany I, Aug. 21, ’64. Michael Lehay, transfemed to Company K
Aug. 24, ’64. Michael St. Jake, died Aug. 18, ’62, at luka. Miss.

George AV. Scott, discharged for disability Jan. 16, ’62. Sevier

Turpin, re-enlisted Feb. 26, ’64; discharged Avith regiment. Jo-
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seph Turpin, discharged for disability Sept. 2, ’63. Nathan D.

Truinhnll, discharged for disability Aug. 22. ’63. Francis Tur-

pin, re-enlisted Feb. 26, ’64; discharged with regiment. Drafted,

Thomas La Bret, mustered Nov. 2, ’64; discharged with regi-

ment.

Company H. Private, Oliver Munson, mustered Feb. 24, ’62:

discharged for disability July 19, ’62.

Company I, Mustered. April 30, ’62. First Sergeant. Alpheus

P. French; promoted second lieutenant, first lieutenant, captain,

April 3, ’63; resigned in May. ’65. Fifth Sergeant, Hamilton E.

Barritt. discharged for disability in Xovemher, ’62. Corporal,

Isaac Mb Arnold, discharged on expiration of term, in April. ’65.

Privates, Patrick Coidahan. promoted corporal; discharged on

exj)iration of term, April 30, ’65. Michael Healey, deserted

March 18. ’63. at Memphis. Tenn. AYilliam L. Hunter, dis-

charged for disability Dec. 9. ’62. Alex. AI. Johnson, died July

10, ’62, at Clear Creek, Aliss. Christopher C. Jacks, deserted Jan.

28, ’63, at Jackson, Aliss. Adolph Alatthew, promoted cor])oral;

discharged for disability Oct. 23. ’62. Eecimits, John C. Fahy,

mustered Aug. 4. ’64; discharged per order. July 17, ’65. Tim-

othy Leonard, transferred from C’ompany G; re-enlisted Feb. 26.

’64; discharged with regiment. Alex J. AIcDonald, transferred

from Company K, Alarch 31. ’64; deserted at St. Paul, Aug. 6,

’64.

Company K, Mustered April 30, ’62. First Sergeant. Patrick

J. Brennan; deserted Alarch 13. ’63, at Alemphis, Tenn. Alusi-

cian, Alex J. AlcDonald, transferred to Company I, Alarch 31,

’64.

SIXTH INFANTRY.

This regiment was organized in August. '62, and originally

commanded by Colonel AVilliam Crooks of St. Paul. Ordered

upon the Indian expedition of ’62. A detatchment of two hun-

dred from tliis regiment was engaged in the battle of Birch

Coolie, Sept. 2, ’62. The regiment participated in the battle of

AVood Lake, Sejit. 22, ’62. From X'ovember, ’62. until Alay. ’63.

the regiment was engaged in garrisoning frontier posts. Or-

dered then to take part in the Indian expedition and were en-

gaged with the Indians July 24, 26, 28, 30 and 31, ’63. Stationed

at frontier posts from Sept. 18, ’63, to June 5, ’64, when they

were ordered to Helena, Ark., and to St. Louis in X’ovember, ’64;

thence to New Orleans in January, ’65, and assigned to the 16th

army corps. Participated in the engagements of Spanish Fort

and Fort Blakely in April, ’65. Discharged at Fort Snelling,

Alinn., Aug. 19, ’65. A^ery few in this regiment were from Da-

kota county, and they mostly in Company A.

Company A, Mustered Oct. 1, ’62. First Sergeant, AA'illiam
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(lied of -u-ounds received at Birch Coolie, Sept. 8, ’62,

Second Sergeant, AVilliam Pratt, died Sept. 22, ’64, at Mem])his,

Tenn. i\lu8ician.s, i\Ianrice Nealy, discharged with regiment,

do.seph Young, discharged with regiment. AVagoner. Albert B.

Shaddock, discliarged per order, dnm? 13, ’65. Privates, James
Ange, promoted corporal; discharged with regiment. Benjamin
F. Arhuckle, died Sept. 8, ’64, at Memphis, Tenn. Edwin S.

Ih'ck, transferred to Invalid Corps, Nov. 18, ’63. Basil de Rosie,

discharged with regiment. Peter Felix, discharged with regi-

immt. Dana F(4ix, discharged wdth regiment. John Hays, dis-

(4iarg(‘d for disability April 9. ’64. ABuhn- Johnson, discharged

with r(*giment. Francis Jar\'is, discharged with regiment. Alex-

ander R. AlcLeod, died Nov. 14, ’64. at Jeft'erson Barracks, Alo.

William 11. Rossman, discharged wdlh regiment. F''rancis F.

Tre]>an, discharged witlr regiment. Henry AA’hetsler, killed Sept.

2, ’()2. at Birch Coolie, Alijin.

Company B. Recruit, AA^illiam Armstrong, transferred from

Company F, 7th Alinuesota Infantry; discharged with regiment.

Company C, Mustered Oct. 3, ’62. Second Sergeant, Edwin
W. Dimick, discharge^d for disability Aug. 17, ’63. Privates,

Alyroji Bates, discharged Avith regiment. William II. Burroughs,

died Aug. 14, ’65, at Fort Snelling, Alinn. Reiiben B. Dean, dis-

charged for disability, Aug. 22, ’63.

Company F, Mustered Oct. 1, ’62. First Sergeant, John J.

< lague, discharged for disability, Aug. 10, ’64. Private, Edwmrd
J. Ilodson, discharged for disability, Alay 11, ’63.

Company I. Recruit, John Austin, mustered Alarch 2, ’64

:

discharged evith regiment.

SEVENTH INFANTRY.

This regiment Avas originally commanded by Colonel Stephen

Alillcr of St. Paul, afteinvards governor of the state. It Avas or-

ganized in August, ’62, and ordered upon the Indian expedition

that year, and engaged in the battle of AA'ood Lake, Alinn. The

regiment Avas stationed at frontier posts until Alay, 1863, Avhen it

Avas ordered upon the Indian expedition in the AVest under Gen-

eral vSibley, and Avas engaged in battle Avith the Indians July 24,

26, 28, 30 and 31 of that year. They returned from this expedi-

tion and Avere ordered to St. Louis, Alo., Oct. 7, ’63; thence to

Padneah, Ky., in April, ’64; thence to Alemphis, Tenn., and as-

signed to the 16th army corps, in Juno, ’64. The regiment parti-

cipated in the folioAving marches, battles, sieges and skirmisln^s :

Tnpelo, in July, ’64; Tallahatchie, .Aug. 7 aud 8, ’64; the march

in pursuit of Price from BroAvnsvillc, Ark., to Cape Girardeau,

thence to St. Louis, Alo.; in the battles of Nashville, Tenn., Dec.

15 and 16, ’64; Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely, in April, ’65. The
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discharge of the regiment took jdac-e at Fort Snelling. i\limi..

Aug. 16, 1865. Of the field aud staff officers belonging to the

regiment at the date of its organization, only one was from Da-

kota comity, viz. : Dr. Jerome E. Finch, as surgeon, although a

number were promoted from the line officers and the ranks. Dr.

Percival O. Barton was appointed assistant surgeon Sept. 15. '61,

and was discharged with the regiment. Dr. Finch resigned in

IMay, ’63, and now resides in Hastings. The most of the troops in

the regiment from Dakota county Avere in Company F. This com-

pany Avas composed almost entirely (d Dakota county men. and

Avas organized by John Kennedy, Avho paid the entire expense

for board and transportation of the men to Fort Snelling to be

mustered into service. One thing remarkable aliout this com-

pany Avas the fact that so fcAV of its officers received promotion,

although they served throughout the Avar from date of enlist-

ment. This Avas not caused by a lack of effici'^ncy aud braA’ery

on their part, but from lack of op'enings above them. Some of

the privates. hoAvcwer. fared better, as several of them obtained

distinction and high rank, thus shoAving the rank and file of the

company AA'as of high order. Tlie folloAving persons from Dakota

county. giA’en liy companies in their order, serveil in the ScA'enth

regiment

:

Company A, Mustered Oct. 3, ’62. Privates. Henry i\l. Bar-

rett. died Xov. 21. '63. at St. Tiouis, IHo. Charles H. Holt, dis-

charged per order. Sept. 28. ’65. Daniel A. Park, discharged

Avith regiment. ATilliam L. Stephens, discharged for disability

Alay 31, ’65. Peter Simon, discharged Avith regiment. George

R. Terry, discharged for disability April 22. '65. Roland AVeeks.

discharged Avith regiment. Recruits. AA^illiam Hunter, mustered

Alarch 25, ’61; discharged Avith regiment. Ja'^ob Simons, iiuis-

tered Aug. 31, ’61: discharged Avith regiment. Jacob AA'iiiter.

mustered Aug. 31. ’61; discharged A'dih regimeid.

Company F, Mustered Oct. 3, ’62. Captain. John Kennedy;

discharged Avith regiment. First Lieutenant. Thomas R. Hud-
dleston; resigned Jan. 7, '63. Second Lieutenant. Lorenzo AA".

Collins; promoted first lieutenant Jan. 8. ‘63; discharged Avith

regiment. First Sergeant, Stephen H. Dicken; promoted second

lieutenant Alarcli 3. ’65 ;discharged Aidtli regiment. Second Ser-

geant, Alonzo H. AA'ood; returned to ranks; discharged Avith regi-

ment. Third Sergeant, John G. AJertz. discharged Avith regiment.

Fourth Sergeant. John A. Aloulton
;
discharged for promotion in

Colored Infantry. In a fight near Port Hudson, he Avas captured

by the rebels after being Avounded, and murdered liy them be-

cause of his being an officer of color-xl troops. Fifth Sergeant.

John Aloore. died in hospital Alay 15, ’65. First Corporal. Henry
X'iAmral : discharged A'.dth regiment. Second Corporal, John L.
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(lisfharg’eil with regiment; promoted sergeant X"ov. 12,

’65. Tliird ('or])oi'al, George A. AVlieeler; discharged witli regi-

ment. Fourtli (Corporal, James Iniison
;
discharged foi- disability

June 9. ’65. Fiftii Gorporal, Alonzo G. Burgess
;
died X'ov. 28,

’()4, at Winona, while on sick leave. Sixth Corporal. Alartin Fu-

)iis; promoted sergeant Feb. 22, ’64; discharged with regiment.

Seventh Cor])oral. AVilliam Armstrong; transferred to Company
1>, (ith Alinnesota Infantry, Oct. 15, ’62. Eighth Cori)Oi-al.

Charles 11. Atkinson; i)romoted S(‘rg<ant Feb. 22. ’64; discharged

u-ith regiment. Alnsician, Arthur khsh
;
discharged with regi-

ment. Wagoner, dames Eaton; discharged from Y. R. C. Aug. 5,

’65. Privates, Eli Ballard, discharged with regiment. Elias Bal-

lard, discharged with regiment. Hiram Burgess, discharged per

ordei', July (i. ’65. Hugh Bi'adley, discharged with regiment.

Rudolph Bi'awand, transferred to A^. R. C. Jan. 28. ’65. Joseph

AV. Bottomly, discharged with regiment. Aaron AT Baldwiii,

discharged ])er order, Alarch 14. ’63. Jacob Buckmau, dis-

(diarged with regiment. Clu'istopher Baltes, died Alarch 26. ’63.

at Alankatip Alinu. Gottfried Beissel. discharged with regiment,

dedediah Bennett, di'.. discharged with regiment. 0. F. Cham-
berlain, transferred to V. R. C., Fein 20, ’65. Alartiii H. Coun-

tryman. discharged with regiment. Orison Corson, died Oct. 14.

’64. at detferson Barracks. AIo. Edv.'ard Bungay, discharged for

disability Se])t. 26. ’64. Alonzo E. Da.,v. promoted (luartermaster

serg'imnt. transferred to X'. C. S. in ’65. FimhI d. D(*an. discharged

])cr order. Alay 10. ’65. Hugh Duffey. discharged with regiment.

Jacob Uonndelinger, discharged with regiment, doel Al. Darling,

])romoted cor])oral Dec. 30. ’63; discliarged from hospital Alay

10, ’65. Samuel Fils, wounded in luittle at X’ashvilh', Dec. 15.

’64, discharged for disalnlity Alay 16, ’65. X'icholas Eischen, ])ro-

moted corporal; returned to tlie raidvS; deserted at Foi’t Smdling

Oct. 5, ’()3. Chai-les Fisher, discharged with regiment. Amasa
Farmer, discharged Avith regiment. Anson G. Foster, died Oct.

14, ’64, at Jefferson Barracks, AIo. Aloses Freidhein, discharged

per order, Alay 20, ’65. Anthony Fuecker, promoted cor-

poral; discharged Avith regiment. Francis AV. Geiger, dis-

charged Avith regiment. Peter Gergen, died dvdy 18, ’64, from

Avound rc'ceiA'cd in battle of Tupelo. Roliert Greig, ])romoted

corporal Feb, 22, '64, sergeant. Alarch 12, ’65; dischai'ged AA'ith

r(‘giment. Anthony J. Heagy. dis'diaT'ged Avith ri'giment. An-

drcAv AI. Hunt, discharged with regiment; Lorenzo G. Hamilton,

discharged Avith regiment. .Jose])h lleil, discharged Avith regi-

ment. Alichael Hass, discharged Avith regiment. Zimri Harrison,

])romoted coi-poral. July 1, ’65; discharged Avith regiment.

James 11. Holmes, discharged per order, Alay 30, ’65. AATlliam

Henderson, killed July 14, ’64, at imttle of Tupelo. Elias AV.
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Holden, discliarged with regiment. John Irrthnm, discharged

with regiment. James A. Jeffers, discharged with regiment.

Norman C. Johnson, promoted corjmral Oct. 31, ’64. William

Johnson, discharged with regiment. Edward L. Johnson, dis-

charged for disability jMarcli 14, ’63. Charles Johnson, dis-

charged with regiment. AVilliam II. Jarvis, Jr., promoted cor-

poral; discharged per order, July 10, ’65. Nicholas Kasel, pro-

moted corporal
;

discharged with regiment. Owen Kennard,

transferred to V. R. C.
;
discharged April 3. ’65. Fred. Lehman,

discharged for disability, Alarch 25, '53. John A. Alorton, dis-

charged June 20, ’65, for wound received in l)attle of Nashville.

Edward L. Aloizo, died in hospital at St. Lonis. Mo. Archer

Masters, dishonorably discharged July 6, ’(i5, for sentence of

General Court Alartial
;
reinstated. John Alerwin, discharged for

disability June 2. ’65. James AIcDowell, discharged with regi-

ment. Amon McMullin, discharged per order, June 8, ’65. Frank

C. Morey, discharged with regiment. Israel C. Alorey, dischai-ged

l)er order, Alay 22, ’65. John Mahoney, discharged with regi-

ment. Almond AY. Newell, promoted corporal
;
transferred to A^.

R. C., Jan. 10, ’65. Andrew J. Patch. ])romoted sergeant-nm.ioi

June 17, ’63, second lieutenant Alay, '64, and adjutant Alarch 2.

’65. Bi'uno Paul, discharged for disability, Sei)tend)er, ’63. Dan-

iel Purcell, traiisferred to A". R. C. li’a Putnam, discharged with

regiment. Thomas Sandy, 'leserted fi'om 3i'd Alinnesota Infan-

try, arrested and returned in April. '63. IRmry 1). Smith, dis-

charged per order, Alay 10, ’65. Joseph A. Smith, dischai'ged

with regiment. Frederick A. Stein, discharged with regiment.

Stephen Schmall, discharged with r<>giment. Richard 1). Traver,

I)romoted hospital steward. Sept. 1. '62; transferred as surgeon

to 8th P. C. V. ’s. Edward A. Trader, ])romoted sergeant-

major Sept. 1, '62, adjutajit Alay 30. ’63; resigned Feb. 3, ’65, for

promotion. Obediah B. Velis, promoted corporal; discharged

Avith regiment. Beamier AYells, discharged Alarch 15, ’63, at

Alankafo, Alinn. Thomas AA'ilson, discharged per order, June 5,

’65. G. R. Terry, discharged Avitii regiment. Recruits, Albert

Amsden, mustered Alarch 16, ’64; discharg(‘d Avith regiment.

AndreAV Barry, mustered March 16, ’64; discharged Avith regi-

ment. Frank Gnrren, mustered Alarch 16. ’64; discharged Avitli

regiment. John Duke, mustered Feb. 26, ’64. died in hospital at

Ncav Orleans, La. Nelson AL Holmes, mustered Alarch 2, ’64; dis-

charged per order, June 15, ’65. Hiram 11. Ileslet, mustered

Alarch 2, ’64; discharged for disabilily Oct. 26, ’64. Hugh AIc-

LaAighlin, mustered Alarch 2, ’64; dischargcal Avith regiment.

Henry AL Pyle, mustered Alarch 2, '64
;
discharged Avith regi-

ment. Ferdinand G. Ra.y, niAistered Alarch 2, ’64; promoted cor-

poral Aug. 1, ’64; discharged Avith regiment. Thomas RoAven,
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mustered 24. ’64; diseharg-ed ivith regiment, dtlbert Sto-

wed. mustered I\Iareh 2. ’64; transferred to A^. R. C. Jan. 28, ’65.

Alieliael ('ai’i’od. mustered A|)ril 2. 64; discharged with regi-

ment. Reulxui B. Dean, mustered Aug. 24, ’64; discharged with
reginumt

;
John AlcXedy, muster(‘d April 2, ’64; discharged with

regiment. James Duffy, mustered Feb. 17. ’65; discharged witli

regiment.

Company H, Mustered Oct. 8, ’62. Sergeant, Davis Newell,

died Alay 5, ’65, on hospital steamer Baltic. TTivate—Advise

Alessengei-, transferretl to A^. R. fb in ’65.

EIGHTH INFANTRY.

This regiment was organized Aug. 1, ‘62, and originally com-

manded by Colonel Alinor T. Thomas, of Stillwater, Minn. It was
stationed at frontier posts until Alay, ’64, when it Avas ordered

upon the Indian expedition. Jt Avas engaged in the folloAving

battles, sieges, skirmishes and marches; Tah-eha-o-ku-tu, July

28, ’64; Little Alissouri, battle of the Cedars, AA^ilkinson’s Pike-,

Dec. 7, ’64, near Murfreesboro, Dee. 8, ’64, and Overall’s creek.

Oi'dered to Clifton, Tenn., thence to Cincinnati, thence to AA^ash-

ington, thence to NeAvbern, N. C.; at the battles of Kingston, Alar.

8, !), audio, ’65. The men Avere mustered out at Charlotte, N. C.,

July 11, ’65, and discharged at Port Snelling, Alinn.

Companies P and K contained most of the men in the regi-

ment from Dakota county. The germ of Company F. Avas formed

early in Aug., ’62, at a picnic held at the house and grounds of

Ijeonard Aldrich, in the tOAvn of Castle Rock. Abo\;t fifty men
signed their names, agreeing to enlist. Shortly after, they pro-

ceeded to Hastings, Avere SAVorn in, sent to Port Snelling, and

assigned to Company P, Eighth Alinnesota Infantry. They par-

ticipated in all the battles of their regiment and accpiitted them-

selv(‘s nobly.

Company K Avas organized at St. Paul. Conserpienlly most of

the men it contained from Dakota county Avent from the northern

part—mostly from the tOAvns of AA'est St. Paid and Inver Grove.

The names of those from Dakota county belonging in this regi-

ment occur beloAV by companies, in their order

:

Company F, Mustered Nov. 18, ’62. Captain, Leonard Aldrich,

discharged Avith regiment. Second Sergeant, John C. Couper, pro-

moted first sergeant
;
discharged Avith regiment. Third Sergeant,

Alfred A. Day, promoted second sergeant; discharged Avith regi-

ment. Fourth Sergeant, Zaehariah Bogue, promoted third ser-

geant
;

dischai’ged Avith regiment. Fifth Sergeant, EdAvin B.

Carter, promoted fourth sergeant
;
discharged with regiment.

First Corporal, Aaron A. Brigham, promoted sergeant; killed



HISTOEY OF DAKOTA COUKTY 193

Dee. 7, ’64, in battle of Cedars. Third Corporal, Caleb Smith, pro-

moted sergeant; discharged with regiment. Fourth Corporal,

James G. AVhittimore, discharged Nov. 7, ’64, for promotion in

118th U. S. Colored Infantry. Fifth Corporal, Frank 0. Mil-

lard, discharged with regiment. Sixth Corporal, AYilliam A.

Ham, discharged with regiment. Eighth Corporal, Joseph

Chambers, discharged with regiment. Musicians, AYilliam Velie

and Henry H. Velie, both discharged with regiment, l^rivates

—

Orange J. Austin, promoted corporal; discharged Avith regiment.

Alonzo Aldrich, discharged per order, Alay 24, ’65. Daniel Blox-

hani, transferred to 3d Alinnesota Battery, Alay 1, ’63. EdAAmrd

S. Bill, discharged AA'itli regiment. AVheeler Barnum, discharged

in hospital in ’65. Olhrnr II. CroAA', deserted Jan. 16, '63, at Fort

Snelling. Almus A. CadAAmll, discharged A\dth regiment. Daniel

E. CadAA^ell, discharged AAuth regiment. Alark A. Chamberlain,

discharged AAuth regiment. George AY. Coates, discharged in hos-

pital July 4, ’65. EdAAun J. Chapel, promoted corporal
;

dis-

charged AAuth regiment. James C. DaAudson, discharged AAuth

regiment. Leroy Dodge, discharged AAuth regiment. Alartin L.

Drury, discharged AAuth regiment. John C. DaAus, discharged

AAuth regiment. James Duff, discharged Avith regiment. AA'atson

Elliott, discharged AAuth regiment. Lorenzo Fitz, discharged AA’ith

regiment. AYilliam H. Foster, discharged AAutli regiment. George

AA^. Finney, discharged Avith regiment. Samuel Groff, transferred

to Company C, Jan. 1, ’64. John AA’’. Glines, discharged AAuth regi-

ment. Charles II. Gauman, discharged in hospital, June 17, ’65.

Thomas C. Hodgson, promoted corporal; discharged AAuth regi-

ment. Frank Hanzel, discharged AAuth regiment. Elijah Houck,

AA’ounded in battle of Cedars ; discharged in hospital, Aug. 2, ’65.

Samuel H, Higgins, killed in battle of Cedars, Dec. 7, ’64. Samuel

Hamden, discharged AAuth regiment. Russell IIoAA'ell, discharged

AAuth regiment. James K. lAms, discharged AAuth regiment. Richard

II, Alasters, discharged in hospital, July 4, ’64. Gilbert AIcNutt,

discharged Avith regiment. Robert Aloore, discharged AA’itli regi-

ment. Alexander H. Aloore, discharged per order, Alay 25, ’65.

Samuel AA". Alattison, discharged Avith regiment. James Alayjor,

discharged AA-ith regiment. George T. Alarsh, discharged in hos-

pital, May 24, ’65. James Noyes, discharged per order, Alay 24,

’65. Leonard D. Noyes, discharged Avitli regiment. St. Clair

Noyes, discharged AAuth regiment. George I. Porter, promoted
company sergeant, Jan. 11, ’63

;
transferred to N. C. S. John

Pryor, discharged AAuth regiment. Henry I. Pryor, discharged

per order, Alay 17, ’65. Bartlett Plummer, discharged per order,

Alay 24, ’66. James Pliane, discharged AAuth regiment. George

Pemberton, transferred to Company K, Jan. 1, ’65. Billions Pond,
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discharged witli regiment. James H. Payton, killed Dee. 7, ’64,

ill battle of Cedars. Calvin M. Rice, discharged with regiment.

George AV. Rice, discharged witli regiment. Elias Scott, dis-

eharged witli regiment. Aaron AI. Sidwell, discharged with regi-

ment. Julius S. Sherwood, discharged with regiment. AValter

Strathern, discharged per order. May 26, ’65. Janies Stevens,

discharged with regiment. Cusliman Stevens, discharged with

regiment. Harney Stevens, discharged with regiment. Alonzo
A^errill, died at Little Rock, Ark. George L. AVilson, discharged

with regiment. Alatthew Wilson, discharged with regiment. John
E. AVilson, promoted corporal; discharged with regiment. John
T. AVebb, discharged with regiment. John II. AVager, discharged

with regiment. Benjamin AVhitney, discharged with regiment.

Recruits—Clarence Aldrich, mustered Feb. 26, ’64, promoted
corporal; discharged with regiment. James Finney, mustered

Alar. 12, '64; discharged with regiment. John A. Gates, mustered

Feb. 20, ’64
;
discharged with regiment. Prank S. Aloes, mus-

tered Nov. 20, ’63; discharged with regiment. Anton P. Plummer,

mustered Fel). 26, ’64; died Feb. 21, ’65, at AVashington, D. C.

Company H, Mustered Oct. 30, ’62. Private—George Kress-

lake, deserted, Feb. 28, ’65.

Company K, Mustered Sept. 23, ’62. Third Corporal, Lorenzo

I). Brown; promoted sergeant; discharged with regiment. Eighth

Corporal, Prank Colby
;
transferred to Company E, Alar. 4, ’63.

Privates—John Busch, discharged with regiment. Schuyler P.

l)e Puy, discharged in hospital, June 21, ’65. Patrick Ford, dis-

charged with regiment. Phillip Gross, discharged with regiment.

A^an Rensaelaer Gifford, discharged with regiment. Alyron C.

Gould, discharged with regiment. Henry Hamilton, discharged

ivitli regiment. Edward U. Holman, discharged with regiment.

Frederich Ilorchner, discharged with regiment. Henry Korfhage,

discharged with regiment. Frederick Korfhage, died Feb. 10, ’65,

at Alurfreesboro, Tenn. Alatthew Krech, discharged with regi-

ment. dohn F. Knowles, discharged with regiment. Joseph

Lashinger, discharged with regiment. Archibald Alooney, pro-

moted corporal; discharged with regiment. Joseph Alarcott, dis-

charged with regiment. George AI. Smith, died Sept. 10, ’64, at

Fort Rice, D. T. Franz Schanig, discharged for disal)ility, Apr. 9,

’64. Joseph Smidt, discharged with regiment. John Tompkins,

transfered to Com])any F, Jan. 1, ’63. Smith S. Twitchell, dis-

charged with regiment. Jacob AYagner, discharged with regi-

ment. Francis AVatson, discharged with regiment. George Pem-

berton, discharged with regiment.

Ninth Regiment, Company I. Private—AA^illiam Battin, mus-

tered Aug. 18, ’62
;
died Nov. 5, ’62, at Fort Ridgely, Alinnesota.



IIISTOEY OF DAKOTA COUKTY 195

TENTH INFANTRY.

The regiment was organized in Aug., 1862, and originally

coninianded by Colonel James II. Baker, of IMankato. It was sta-

tioned at frontier posts until June, 1863, when it was ordered

upon the Indian expedition. Engaged with the Indians July 24,

26, 28, 30 and 31, ’63. Ordered to St. Louis, Mo., in Oct., ’63

;

thence to Columbus, Ky., in Apr., ’64
;
thence t o Memphis, Tenn.,

in June, '64, and assigned to the Sixteenth Army Corps. Partici-

pated in the following marches, battles, sieges and skirmishes

:

battle of Tupelo, July 13, ’64; Oxford expedition, Aug., ’64; march

in pursuit of Price, from Brownsville, Ark., to Cape Girardeau;

thence by boat of Jefferson City; thence to Kansas lim*
;
thence

to St. Louis, IMo.
;
battles of Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 15 and 16, ’64;

Spani.sh Fort and Fort Blakely, Ai>r. '65. The regiment was dis-

charged at Fort Suelling, Aug. 19, ’65. There Avere l)ut feAv

re])resentatives from Dakota county in this regiment: all but tAvo

in Company H.

Company H. Captain, IMieluud H. Sidlivan, of St. Paul, uoav

of Hastings
;
mustered Oct. 21, ’62. Second Sergeant, Patrick

Keating, died Apr. 19, ’65, at Ncav Orleans. La. Seventh Corporal,

James CouAvay, deserted Oct. 7, ’63, at Fort Snelling. Eighth

Corporal, Thomas Kennetly, died IMay 25, ’65, at NeAV Orleans, La.

PriAuxtes—Chai'les C. BoAven, dischargeAl Avith regiment. Patrick

Cronin, discharged per order, Jxily 1, ’65. Hiram J. Dibble, dis-

charged per order, June 26, ’65. IMichael Finerty, discharged per

order, June 9, ’65. Arthur A. Harper, discharged per order, IMay

18, ’65. James Keating, dischargexl Avith regiment. John Kelley,

discharged Avith regiment. Elzeoi- Le Clair, no record. Patrick

IMcKenna, discharged Avith regiment. Ylartin Noon, jiromoted

corpoi-al; discharged Avith regiment. John O’Brien, discharged

Avith regiment.

Company K. Mustered Oct. 18, ’62. Fifth Sergeant, Cornelius

O’Neal, discharged for i)romtion, July 11, ’65. Private— Hugh A.

Cox, discharged Avith regiment.

ELEVENTH INFANTRY.

This regiment Avas organized in Aug., ’64, and originally com-

manded by Colonel James Gilfillan, of St. Paid.

It Avas principally engaged in guard duty. It Avas lirst ordered

to NasliAdlle, Tenn., and engaged in guarding the railroad betAveen

that city and LouisAulle, until mu.stered ovd June 26, ’65. Very
few representatives from Dakota county Avere in this regiment.

All but tAvo of these Avere in Company D.

Company B. Second Lieutenant, George W. Fertig, mustered

Aug. 20, ’64; resigned Fel). 14, ’65. Private—BdAvard Z. Need-
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ham, mustered Dec. 19, ’64; substitute; discharged with regiment.

Company D. Corporal, Henry J. Crist
;
mustered Aug. 21, ’64,

discliarged with regiment. Privates—Ilalver Aslakson, mustered
Aug. 21, ’64

;
discharged with regiment. Ole Johnson, mustered

Aug. 23, ’64, discharged with regiment. Alfred L. Needham,
mustered Aug. 21, ’64; discharged with regiment. James H.

Kecord, mustered Aug. 22, ’64; discharged with regiment. As-

mund A. Dundee, mustered Aug. 24, ’64
;
dischttrged with regi-

ment. Isaac V. Sayers, mustered Aug. 30, ’64; discharged with

regiment. Isaac C. Ilightchew, mustered Sept. 5, ’64; discharged

with regiment.

FIRST BATTALION, INFANTRY.

This ))attalion originally consisted of two companies, organized

from the re-enlisted veterans, stay-over men, and recruits of the

First Regiment, Minnesota Infantry Volunteers. It was originally

commanded by Colonel Mark AY. Downie, of Stillwater, Alinn.

Ordered to AA'ashington, D. C., Alay, '64; joined the army of the

Potomac June 10, ’64. Participated in the following engage-

ments, viz.; Petersl)urg, Va., June 18, ’64; Jerusalem Plank

Roads, Va., Aug. 25, ’64; Hatcher’s Run, Va., July 27, ’64; Deep
Bottom, Va., Aug. 14, ’64; Reams’ Station, Va., Aug. 25, ’64;

Hatcher’s Run, Va., Feb. 5, '65. Company C joined Mar. 27, ’65.

Took active pfi.rt in campaign commencing Mar. 28, ’65, resulting-

in the capture of Petersburg, Va., Apr. 2, ’65, and the surrender of

Lee’s army, Apr. 9, ’65. Pour new companies joined at Berks-

ville, Va., in Apr., ’65. IMarehed from Berksville, Va., to AVash-

ington, D. C., in Alay, ’65.

Two new companies joined at AAashington
;
ordered to Louis-

ville, Ky., in June, ’65
;
mustered out at Jeffersonville, Ind., July

14, ’65, and discharged at Fort Snelling, Minn., July 25, '65.

Company A. Corporal, John Farquhar; mustered Aug. 12,

'62
;
discharged per ordei’, June 8, ’65. Privates—Aliehael Dev-

lin, mustered Sept. 16, ’61; transferred to V. R. C., Oct. 17, ’64.

Francis Smith, mustered Apr. 4, ’64; died of wounds, July 14, ’65.

Elza S. Abbott, mustered Mar. 9, ’65; discharged with company.

Thomas Brady, mustered Alar. 11, ’65
;
absent, sick on discharge

of company
;
discharged per order, Aug. 2, ’65. Elias Tompkins,

imastered Alar. 9, ’65; discharged with company. AA^alter C.

AA^oodworth, mustered Alar. 8, ’65; discharged per order, June

22, ’65.

Company B. Privates—Chas. A. Berdan, mustered Nov. 15,

’61; discharged on expiration of term, Nov. 17, ’64. AVilliam P.

Barton, mustered Apr. 1, ’64; promoted corporal; discharged

wdth company. Peter Collins, Alar. 24, ’64; killed at battle of
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Deep Bottom, Va., July 14, ’65. John Cuimiff, mustered Mar. 24,

’64; promoted corporal; discharged with company. Henry Cole-

man, mustered i\Iar. 30, ’64; discharged with company. Richard

IMcGee, nmstered IMar. 24, ’64; promoted corporal; discharged

with company. iM. C. Munson, mustered Mar. 1, ’64
;
discharged

with company. AVilliam C. Smith, mustered Aug. 14, ’62
;

dis-

charged per order, June 7, ’65. Daniel Sidlivan, mustered Nov. 1,

'61
;
A^et. V.

;
discharged on expiration of term, Alay 18, "65. Peter

Schultz, mustered Peh. 20, ’64; discharged July 21, ’65; absent.

AA’esley C. AVinget, mustered Mar. 24, ’64, Vet. V.; discliarged

with company. Martin S. AA'hallen, Peh. 27, .64; prisoner at

Andersonville, eight months
;
discharged in ’65

;
absent.

Company C. Pirst Lieutenant, Albert C. Poor; mustered Alar.

14, ’65; resigned June 15, ’65.

Company D. Corporal, AA’illiam Smith; mustered Alar. 14,

'65; discharged with company. Privates—lolin IT. Blase, mus-

tered Alar. 14, ’65; discharged with company. Alichael Cahill,

mustered Alar. 17, '65
;
discharged with company.

FIRST REGIMENT MOUNTED RANGERS.

Organized in Alar., ’63, and originally commanded by Colonel

Samuel AlePhail, of Caledonia, Houston county. Stationed among
frontier posts until Alay, ’63, when they were oi'dered uimn the

Indian expedition. Engaged Avith the Indians July 24, 26, 28,

30 and 31, ’63. Stationed at frontier posts upon the return of the

expedition until mustered out. Alustered out by companies, he-

tAveen Oct. 1, ’63, and Dee. 30, ’63.

Company A, Mustered Oct. 9, ’62; Discharged Oct. 24, ’63.

Third Sergeant, John AT Alaycraft
;
discharged Avith company.

Third Corporal, Harrison Rhodes; red’d June 30, ’63; dischargetl

Avith company. Parrier, Benjamin Parker; discharged Avith com-

pany. Privates—Richard Fitzsimmons, discharged Avith com-

pany. Samuel N. Haycroft, discharged Avith company. Alartiu

HayAvard, discharged Avith company. Jasper N. Johnson, dis-

charged Avith company. Royal AV. Smith, promoted corporal

;

discharged Avith compan}^ James Scott, dischai’ged Avith com-

pany. Benjamin Wallace, discharged Avith company.

Company F, Mustered Nov. 24, ’62. Pi-ivates—Ara Barton,

promoted company sergeant, second lieutenant, in June, "63.

Alathias Le Alay, discharged for disability. Alar. 3, '63. Napoleon

Le Alay, discharged for disability. Alar. 3, ’63. Recruits—George

Daniels, mustercAl Alay 22, ’63; discharged Avith company. Nel-

son Hoople, mustered Alay 22, "63
;
discharged Avith company.

Company G, Mustered Nov. 24, ’62; Discharged Nov. 28, ’63,

Fourth Sergeant, AA'illiam Stout
;

discharged Avith company.
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Fifth Corporal, Henry W. King; discharged with company.

fSeventli Corporal, Gideon Akens
;
appointed sergeant

;
discharged

with com]>any. Privates—AYoodford Akers, appointed corporal;

discharged witli company. AVilliam Brown, discharged with com-

pany. David \V. Collins, discharged Avitli company. AYilliam

Dunken, disciiarged Avith company. Edward Kisky, discharged

with coni])any. Cassius Al. Sprague, discharged Avith company.

J. C. AVhiting, discharged Avith company.

Company M. Recruit—Louis Boatsiei', discharged Avith com-

pany, Dec. 7, '(18.

SECOND REGIMENT, CAVALRY.

Organized in dan., "(id, and oz’iginally commanded l)y Colonel

Robert N. AIcLaren, of Red \Ying. Ordered upon Indian ex-

pedition in Alay, ’6d. Engaged Avith the Indians, July 28, ’6J,

and Aug., ’GJ. Stationed at frontier posts until muster out of

regiment hy companies, hetAveeu Nov., ’C5, and June, ’G6. Com-
pany F Avas comjAosed almost entirely of Dakota county men.

Original Field and Staif Officers from Dakota County. Ad-

.iutant, John T. Morrison, mustered Oct. 20, ’68, discharged Avith

regiment. Commissary Sergeant. Richard AY. Alontgomery,
;
mus-

tered Dec. II, ’68; discharged Avith regiment. Veterinary Sur-

geon, William Atlierton; mustered Alay 9, ’61; discharged Avith

regiment.

Company A. Private—Isaac Pottle, mustered Nov. 2, ’68;

discharged Avith company.

Company F, Mustered Dec. 31, ’63. Captain, Thomas AI.

Smith, resigned Alay LA, ’65. First Lieutenant, EdAvin Parliman

;

promoted captain; discharged Avith company. Second Lieu-

tenant, Isaac ATin Doren
;
promoted first lieutenant; discharged

Avitli company. First Sergeant, Albert II. Truax
;
discharged Avith

company. Quartermaster Sergeant, EdAvard D. Barker, returned

to raidvs; discharged Avilh company. Commissary Sergeant, R. D.

Alontgomery; promoted regimental commanding sergeant; dis-

charged Avith company. Sergeants—Alexander Alerrill, promotetl

first sergeant ; discharged Avith company. John S. Ireland, dis-

charged Avith company. Henry Van luAvegen, discharged Avith

company. Samuel While, red'd; dischargetl Avith company. AA'ell-

ington S. Porter, promoted sei’geant-major
;
transferred to N. C.

S.. Aug. 15, ’65. Corporals—AVilliam 0. White, i)romoted com-

pany sergeant; discharged Avith company. Alartin V. BusAvell,

red’d; discharged Avith company. Alarcpiis L. Odell, killed Sept.

1, ’61, hy accidental discharge of pistol. George F. Slocmm, dis-

charged per order, June 20, ’65. James Lloyd, red’d; discharged

Avith company. Seth Harris, discharged for disability, Noav 9,
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'61, at Fort Suelling. Isaac Ilaycraft, red'd; discharged with com-

pany. James AV. AVallace, discharged for disability, Dec. 26, '6-1.

Farrier, Joel AI. Haycroft
;
discharged for disability. Alar. 10, Y5.

Blacksmith, Andrew P. Jackson
;

discharged with company.

Saddler, Charles Porter; red’d; discharged with company.

AA'agoner, AVilliam K. Alather
;
promoted cpiartermaster sergeant;

discharged with company. Privates—Solomon Battin, discharged

with company. Edward Brockman, discharged per order, June

20, '65. Thomas G. Brown, discharged with company. David

Burton, discharged with company. Anthony Bush, discharged

with company. John H. Cowle, discharged with company. Fred

J. Colby, discharged with company. AVilliam Coburn, discharged

Avith company. Isaac Coburn, discharged with company. AA"il-

liani A. Connor, discharged Avith company. AA^alter Clift, pro-

moted saddler
;
discharged Avith company. Alexander L. Caskey,

promoted sergeant; discharged Avith company. E. A^. K. Dilley,

promoted Avagoner
;
discharged Avith company. AVilliam Drury,

discharged Avith company. Charles S. Emmons, discharged Avith

company. Charles E. Foster, discharged Avith company. Thomas
Fahy, promoted sergeant

;
discharged Avith company. Benson

GrisAvold, detached inns. ; discharged Avith company. AA'illiam

J. Groff, discharged Avitk company. Charles Gates, detached

mus.
;
discharged Avith company. Jerome Hanna, discharged for

disability, Dec. 26, ’6J. James Hayes, discharged AAuth company.

Calvin Hayeraft, discharged Avith company. AVilliam Hodgson,

discharged Avith company. J. Hoople, promoted corporal
;

dis-

charged Avith company. Henry Hetherington, discharged for dis-

ability, Dec. 26, '6-1. Adelbert A. Ives, dischargetl Avith company.

Isaac F. Jenkins, discharged with company. AA'illiston Jeunison,

killed Alay 7, '65, in action AAuth Indians on Alissouri rHer. D. F.

Kiely, discharged Avith company. George Kennedy, discharged

for disability, Dec. 26, '64. Leonard AI. Knapp, discharged Avith

company. Augustus Latto, discharged Avith company. John AI.

Ijivingston, promoted corporal; dischargetl Avith company. David

J. Lumsden, promoted corporal
;
discharged Avith company. John

AIcDouald, discharged for disability, Dec. 26, '64. John AIcNilf,

discharged for disability, Dec. 26, '64. George Banchot, dis-

charged for disability, Dec. 26, ’64. Edmund Phillips, discharged

for disability, Dec. 26, ’64. John Pitcher, discharged for dis-

ability, Noav 9, ’64. Johnson Poor, discharged Avith company.

OliAmr P. Heynolds, discharged for disability. Aug. 15, '64.

George A. Eeeord, discharged Avith company. John IT. Eeslar,

discharged Avith company. Isaac C. EhOads. promoted corporal

;

discharged Avith company. Joseph Eoach, discharged Avith com-

pany. Sylvester Eussell, promoted corporal; discharged Avith

company. IIoAvard Shadinger, promoted corporal
;
discharged
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with eonipany. Acluali Shadinger, discharged Avith regiment.

Clymer Shadinger, promoted corporal
;
discharged AAdth company.

Adolpluis C. Speck, promoted corporal; red’d; discharged with

company. Anthony Sanger, discharged Avith company. Joseph A.

Searls, discharged for disability, June 23, ’6J. James Scott, dis-

charged AA’ith company. Thomas N. Schofield, discharged Avith

company. Thomas C. Smith, promoted corporal and sergeant

;

discharged AAuth company. Samuel A. Thompson, discharged for

disability, Oct. 11, '65. James S. AVelcli, discharged per order,

Jan. 20, '65. Benjamin F. AVhitney, discharged AAuth company.

Kecruits—Ste]>hen F. Bunker, mustered Feb. 18, '65; discharged

AAuth company. Jose})h P. Beau, mustered Feb. 11, '61; dis-

charged AAuth company. James Coburn, mustered Feb. 21, ’61;

discharged AA’itli company. James Iletherington, nuAstered Feb.

19, '61: dischai-ged for disability, Dec. 26, '61. Janies Loper,

mmsteretl Feb. 9, '61; discharged AAuth company. Ole Loe, mus-

t(‘i'ed Feb. 18, '65; discharged AAuth comiiany. Albert Olesou,

mustered Feb. 18, '65
;
discharged AA’ith company. Asluiry Bool,

mustered Feb. 18, '65; discharged AAuth company. Leonard S.

Record, mustered Feb. 21, '61; promoted corporal; discharged

AA’ith company. Cornelius 0. SulliAmn, mustered Pel). 18, '65
;
dis-

charged AA’ith company.

Company G, Mustered Jan. 4, ’64. PriAuites—Charles Ander-

son, discharged AAutli company. DaA’id E. Haines, promoted far-

ri(‘i’ ; discharged AA’ith company.

Company H, Mustered Jan. 4, ’64. PriAuifes—Charles Camp-

bell, deserted Jan. (i, '61, at Fort Ridgely. Baptiste Chupan, dis-

charged Avith company. George Daynor, discharged AA’ith com-

pany. Joseph Ellor, discharged AA’ith company. AYilliam Foley,

deseiled Jan. 5, '61, at PYrt Suelling. George Lebat, discharged

AA’ith company. Joseph Martin, discliarged AA’ith company. Ste-

phen Tallon, discharged AA’ith company. Recruits—Louis Bout-

sette, mustered Feb. 18, '65; discharged AA’ith company. AVilliam

A. Fenly, mustered Feb. 23, '61; discharged AA’ith company. Au-

gustus Garmin, mustered Feb. 22, '61
;
discharged per order,

Alay 16, ‘65. Francis La Brete, mustered Feb. 11, '61; discharged

per order, Alay 16, '65. Joseph Le Paire, mustered Feb. 21, '61;

discharged AA’ith company. Emanuel St. Alartin, mustered Feb.

18, '65; discharged on expiration of term, Feb. 13, '66.

Company I. PriA’ate—Ezra A^. Felton, mustered Jan. 1, '61;

discharged AA’ith company. Recruits—Alonzo Harod, mustered

Alay 5, ‘61; discharged AA’ith company. Daniel Smith, mustered

Alay 6,
'61

;
discharged AA’ith company. Daniel AA". Balch, mus-

tered Feb. 16, '65; discharged AA’ith company. James Johnson,

mustered Feb. 18, '65; discharged AA’ith company. George II.
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AVhittier, nuistered Feb. 18, ’65
;
discharged Avith company. AYil-

liam A. Ray, mustered Pel). 18, ’65
;
discharged AAdth company.

Company L. Recruits—Francis G. Hall, mustered IMar. 3, ’64;

discharged with comiAauy. John S. Hall, mustered IMar. 3, ’64;

liromoted corporal
;
discharged Avith company. Eleazer A. Mor-

gan, mustered Mar. 3, '64; promoted AA-agouer
;
discharged AAuth

company. Michael Moran, mustered IMay 26, "64
;
discharged

AAuth company.

Company M, Mustered Jan. 5, '64. Commissary Sei'geant,

Charles Huntz
;
discharged AAutli company. Corporal, ^Yilliam II.

CroAA"
;
discharged AA’ith company. PriAmtes—Amabe Chrispan,

discharged AAuth company. Joseph Chrispan, Auderan
;
tliscliarged

for disability, l\Iar. 10, ’65. Antoine Chosee, A'eteran
;
discharged

AAuth company. Vanoss Robinette, Auderan
;
discharged AAuth com-

pany. John B. Turpin, discharged for disability, Oct. 24, '65.

BRACKETT’S BATTALION, CAVALRY.
Originally commanded by Major Alfred B. Brackett, of St.

Paul, and, as originally organized, AA’as composed of the 1st, 2d

and 3d comiAanies, and organized in October and NoA'ember, 1861.

Ordered to Benton barracks, i\Io., in Dec., '61. Assigned to a regi-

ment called Curtis’ Horse; ordered to Port Henry, Tenn., in Peb.,

’62
;
name of regiment changed to Fifth loAAm CaA'alry in Apr., ’62,

Companies G, I) and K; engaged in siege of Corinth in Apr., '62;

ordered to Fort Heiman, Tenn., in Aug., '62; Amteranized in Feb.,

'64; ordered to the department of the NorlliAAmst in '64; ordereil

upon Indian expedition; engaged AAuth the Indians July 28 and in

Aug., ’64
;
mustered out by companies, betAAmen l\Iay and June,

’66 .

Company A. Sergeant, DaA'id A. Pierey
;
mustered Oct. 2,

’61
;
discharged on expiration of term. Oct. 4, '64. IMusician,

Henry Ilecht
;
mustered Oct. 20, '61; re-enteretl Jan. 1, '64; dis-

charged AAuth comj)any. PriAuite—Louis Vasseur, mustered Oct.

9, '61
;
discharged per order, June 28, '62.

Company C. PriAmtes—DaAnd Felton, Jr., muster(‘d Nov. 1,

'61; re-entered Dee. 1, ’63; Aliseharged Avith company. Horace
Jameson, mustered Dee. 3, '61; re-entered Dec. 1, ’63; killed Aug.

27, ’65, liy Indians at Port Rice, D. T. Danforth A. Kingsley,

mustered Nov. I, '61; discharged for disahility, Noav 1, ’62. Sid-

ney A. Morris, mustered Nov. 9, '61
;
died IMar. 1, '62, at Quaran-

tine hospital, St. Louis, IMo. EdAvaial Patten, mustercAl Oct. 21,

’61; discharged on expiration of term, Dec. 19, '64. Charles B.

Plummer, mustered Dee. 2, '61; discharged on expiration of term,

Dec. 19, '64. Recruit
—

'William Plummer, mustered IMar. 30, '64;

diecl IMay 19, '64, on march from Port Snelling to Sioux City.

Company D, Mustered July 5, ’64. Captain, Ara Barton; dis-

charged Avith company. Commissary Sergeant ,Frederick Hyde

;
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(liseliarged pei' order, j\lar. 25, ’66. Corporals—Kiehard B. Mor-

rill, promoted sergeant
;
discharged with company. Zehina Lam-

hert, died IMar. 27, '6d, at Fort Snelling. Blacksmith, Abram
Town; discharged for disability. Privates—Josiali R. Brooks,

discharged for disability. E])hraim P. Brooks, discharged with

company. Edward Iflnett, discharged for disability. Henry 1).

Child, discharged for disability. George Poster, discharged with

company. Janies E. Jenkins, discharged with company. Silas

IMills, discharged with comjiany. Robert Parker, discharged with

company. George W. Radabough, discharged with company.

Simon B. Speann, discharged Avith company. Edward R. Steel,

discharged with company. Ira S. Shejiard, discharged Avith com-

pany. Oliver AVaite, discharged Avith company. EdAvard

Wlieeler, discharged Avith company. Iteernits—John Clementson,

mustered Apr. 14, '64; discharged AAotli company. John IM. Ilay-

son, mustered Apr. 14, '64
;
tlischarged Avith company.

INDEPENDENT BATTALION, CAVALRY.

Organized July 20, '67, and originally commanded by IMajor

E. A. C’. Hatch, of St. Paul. Ordered to Pembina, D. T., in Oct.,

'6J. Ordereil to Port Abercrombie, I). T., in l\Iay, ’64, and sta-

tioned there until mustered out. Clustered out by companies

from April to June, 1866. Of the original held and staff officers

only one Avas from Dakota county, viz.: John L. Armington, assis-

tant surgeon
;
discharged in IMar. ‘64. Chaides P. Adams Avas ap-

pointed major, June 8, '64, and promoted lieutenant-colonel Sept.

5, '64, and having command of the battalion. Companies C and

F Avere officered by Dakota county men. Company F being com-

])Osed almost entirely of men from this county.

Company A, Mustered July 25, ’63. Saddler, Dennis Shore-

lin; discharged Avith company, l^rivates—James Cannon, dis-

charged Avith company. John McDonald, discharged Avith com-

pany. 'William MattheAvs, discharged Avith company.

Company B, Mustered Aug. 10, ’63. T^rivates—Charles D.

IMaybee, died IMar. 30, '64, at Pend)ina, 4). T. Peter Sherburne,

discharged by civil authorities. Sept. 9, ’63.

Company C, Mustered Sept. 11, ’63. Captain, Abel Grovenor

;

resigned Dec. 29, '65. First TneAitenant, Charles AY. Nash; pro-

moted captain and assistant quartermaster, Alay 30, ’65. First

Sergeant, Prank AI. Langley; promoted first lieidenant
;

dis-

charged Avith company. Third Sergeant, N. C. A^an Valkenburg;

discharged Avith company. Corporals—Richard AVilkinson, dis-

charged for disability, Jan. 14, ’65. AVilliam H. Case, promoted

sergeant
;
discharged Avith company. Alusician, Henry D. Ale-

Crary, deserted July 12, ’64. AA'agoner, Alichael Huard, discharged
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with company. Privates—J. II. H. Belirmau, discharged with

company. Cyrus B. Harding, promoted corporal
;
discharged with

company. Charles C. Hare, promoted corporal and sergeant; dis-

charged with company. Samuel AV. Hatch, died June 3, ’65. Ed-

ward AlcGrath, discharged with company. Augustus P. Panchot,

discharged with company. Seneca Riehmond, discharged with

company. William Richardson, discharged with company.

Charles Sherd, discharged with company. Noel B. Smith, dis-

charged Avith company. Job Van Valkenhui-g, discharged with

company. Recruits—C. M. B. Hatch, mustered Alar. 2, ’64; dis-

charged with company. John Krapps, mustered Alar. 2, '64
;
dis-

charged Avith company. John Nelson, mustered Alar. 7, '64, dis-

charged Avith company. Thomas Foster, mustered Alar. 22, ’64

;

discharged Avith company. John T. Biddle, mnstered Apr. 1, ’64;

discharged for disability, July 3, '65. Isaac Gihhs, inustered Apr.

I, '64; discharged Avith company.

Company D, Mustered Nov. 19, ’63. Corporal, Thomas Be

Blanc
;
discharged per order, Alay 3, "65. Alusician, EdAvard

Ramoille
;
disehargetl Avith company. Private—Alichael Carland,

died Alay 18, ’64, at Fort Abercrombie, I). T.

Company F, Discharged Apr. 26, ’66. Captain, EdAvard Oak-

ford; mustered Sept. 1, '64; discharged Avith company. First

Bieutenant, EdAvard Dampier; mustered Sejd. 1, ’64; discharged

Avith company. Second Bieutenant, Frank J. Alead; mustered

Sept 1, ‘64; tlischarged per order. Alar. 5, ’66. First Sergeant,

Francis AI. Bissell
;
mustered Aug. 16, ’64

;
discharged Avith com-

pany. Quartermaster Sergeant, George AV. CadAvell
;
mustered

Aug. 30, ’64
;
discharged Avith company. Commissary Sergeant,

Henry C. Knapp; mustered Aug. 8, ’64; died July 30, ’65, at Fort

Snelling. Sergeants—Gideon Akers, mustered Aiig. 18, ’64; dis-

charged Avith company. Francis Case, mustered Aug. 10, ’64

;

droAvned Oct. 31, ’64, at Hastings. Charles Jones, mustered Aug.

18, ’64; discharged Avith company. AValter K. BoAvker, mustered

Aug. 18, ’64
;
discharged Avith company. Delos Baker, mustered

Aug. 8, ’64
;
discharged for disability. Alar. 29, ’65. Corporals

—

John EdAvards, mustered Aug. 19, ’64
;
deserted Dec. 28, ’65.

Isaac Bytle, mustered Aug. 8, ’64; promoted sergeant; discharged

Avith company. AA'ilson Plummer, mustered Aug. 13, ’64
;
pro-

moteil sergeant
;
discharged Avith company. AlattheAV II. Arnold,

mustered Aug. 20, ’64; discharged per order, July 13, ’65. James
Caine, mustered Aug. 26, ’64; discharged Avith company. James
AVeston, mustered Aug. 8, ’64; discharged Avith company. Charles

J. Drehhle, mustered Aug. 19, ’64; red’d; discharged Avith com-

pany. Absalom Smith, mustered Aug. 8, ’64
;
discharged Avith

company. Alusician, AA'illiam II. Cox
;
mustered Aug. 17, ’64;

promoted sergeant
;
discharged Avith company. Farrier, AA'illiam
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Senescall, mustered Aug. 8, ’64; discharged witli company.

Blacksmitli, George AY. Kelly
;
mustered Aug. 13, ’64

;
discharged

udth company. Saddler, John Ilartig
;
mustered Aug. 22, '64;

discharged Avith company. AVagouer, Thomas Gee
;
mustered

Aug. 8, '64
;
discharged Avith company. PriAmtes—Alfred II.

Akers, mustered Aug. 8, ’64
;
discharged Avith company. Kudolph

Asehka, mustered Aug. 15, ’64; discharged per order, July 15, ’65.

Abel Bacon, mustered Aug. 13, "64; discharged Avith company.

Alonzo Bell, mustered Aug. 12, ’64; discharged AAuth company.

Charles K. Buckman, mustered Aug. 17, ’64; promoted corporal;

discharged AAuth company. Jerome E. Bennett, mustered Aug. 13,

’64
;
discharged for disability, Dec. 10, ’64. Ambrose D. Cole,

mustered Aug. 22, ’64
;
discharged AAutli company. George Cook,

mustered Aug. IS, ’64
;

discharged AAuth company. Horace

Dresser, mustered Aug. 16, ’64; discharged for disability, Alay

29, ’66. Reuben Freeman, mustered Aug. 22, ’64; discharged for

disability, Apr. 1, ’65. Patrick Gillam, mustered Aug. 18, ’64;

discharged AAuth company. Haniuel Ilollet, mustered Aug. 18, ’64
;

discharged AA’ith company. William Hollet, mustered Aug. 18,

'64; discharged A\dth company. ‘John Johnson, mustered Aug.

15, ’64; discharged AA'ith company. Barney Judge, mustered Aug.

12, ’64; promoted corporal; discharged AA’ith company.

Freeman Knight, mustered Aug. 22, ’64
;
discharged AA’ith com-

pany. James M. Kennerson, mustered Aug. 13, '64
;
discharged for

disability, December 10, ’64. Byron M. Knight, mustered

August 15, "64
;

discharged for disability, December 10,

’64, John Mattin, mustei'cd August 13, ’64; discharged

AA’ith company. John Meehan, mustered Aug. 19, ’64; discharged

AAuth company. Alanson S. .Morse, mustered Aug. 20, ’64; pro-

moted corporal
;
discharged AA’ith company. James 0 'Brien. mus-

tered Aug. 19, ’64; discharged AA’ith company. Griffin Phelps,

mustered Aug. 30, ’64: discharged AA’ith company. James AY.

Pool, mustered Aug. 13, ’64; discharged AA’ith company. . Jacob

Rhodes, mustered Aug. 26, ’64; discharged for disability. Dee. 28,

'64. John Riley, mustered Aug. 26, '64; discharged AA’ith coni-

])auy. George B. Shoepf, mustered Aug. 15, ’64; discharged AA’ith

company. John StrasAA’ell, mustered Aug. 13, '64; discharged

AA’ith company. David Shatto, mustered Aug. 19, '64; discharged

AA’ith company. David Shavour, mustered Aug. 19, '64
;

dis-

cliarged Avitli company. Ilulver S.jolee, mustered Aug. 22, ’64;

died Oct. 19, '65, at Port .Snelliug. James Sperry, mustered

Aug. 9, '64
;
discharged Avith company. Hiram Shadding, mus-

tered Aug. 13, ’64; discharged for disability, Jan. 14, ’65. George

Stanley, mustered Aug. 13, ’64; discharged Avith company. John

B. Scott, mustered Aug. 10, ’64; died Mar. 3, ’65, at Hastings,

David Valentine, mustered Aug. 18, ’64; discharged Avith com-
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pany. Thomas Van Doreii, mustered Aug. 18, ’61; promoted

corporal; discharged with company. Charles AVarren, mustered

Aug. 29, ’64
;
discharged with company. Recruits—Coleman Ben-

nett, mustered Pel). 17, ’65
;
discharged on expiration of term,

Feb. 12, ’66. William S. Ilardick, mustered Feb. 17, ’65
;

dis-

charged on expiration of term,, Feb. 13, ’66. Edward Lavocat,

mustered Feb., 17, ’65
;
discharged on expiration of term, Feb. 10,

’66. John N. Lester, mustered Feb. 17, ’65; discharged on ex-

piration of term, Feb. 12, ’66.

FIRST COMPANY, SHARPSHOOTERS.

Recruit—George Palmer, mustered Aj^r. 2, ’64
;
no record.

FIRST REGIMENT HEAVY ARTILLERY.

This regiment Avas organized in Apr., ’65, and originally com-

manded by Colonel AA'illiam Colville, of Red Aiding; ordered to

Chattanooga, Teun., and stationed at that point until mustered

out of regiment, in Sept., ’65.

Company A. Privates—James Abl)ott, mustered Sept. 16, ’64
;

discharged with company. Joseph A. BleAV, mustered Sept. 17,

’64; discharged Avith company. James T. Fahy, mustered Sept.

17, ’64; discharged Avith company.

Company B. Corporal, Benjamin P. Alabee, Sept. 23, ’64;

discharged Avith company. Privates—Alvin Phelps, mustered

Sept. 22, ’64
;
discharged Avith company. Orion A. Phelps, mus-

tered Sept. 20, ’64; discharged Avith company.

Company H. Corporal, James Lockwood; mustered Feb. 15,

'65; discharged AAuth company. PriAntes—Joseph H. Alallory,

mustered Feb. 8, ’65
;
discharged per order, Alay 16, ’65. Gar-

rick Alallory, mustered Feb 8, ’65
;
discharged Avith company.

Thomas J. Redican, nmstered Feb. 10, ’65; promoted corporal;

discharged Avith company.

Company I. Senior First Lieutenant, Eben B. Higgins, mus-

tered Feb. 20, ’65
;
discharged Avith company. Junior First Lieu-

tenant, James ATescott; mustered Feb. 23, ’65; discharged Avitli

company. Sergeants—AndreAv Cahill, mustered Pel). 18, ’65

;

discharged Avith company. James W. Roath, mustered Feb. 3,

’65
;
discharged Avith company. Privates—John AY. Bodger, mus-

tered Feb. 13, ’65
;
discharged Avith company. John Railer, mus-

tered Feb. 16, ’65
;
discharged with company. William Cooke,

mustered Feb. 13, ’65
;
discharged AAdtli company. George A.

Dixon, mustered Feb. 13, ’65
;
discharged with company. Culver

Hubbard, mustered Feb. 13, ’65
;
discharged Avith company. Pat-

rick Hefferman, mustered Feb. 13, ’65
;
discharged with company.

Charles Tetherington, mustered Feb. 16, ’65; discharged with
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company. David Haines, mnstered Feb. 4, ’65
;
discharged Avith

company. William II. Lyon, mustered Feb. 16, ’65; discharged

Avith company. Wulliam More, mustered Feb. 13, ’65; discharged

Avith company. Charles D. Searl)orough, mustered Feb. 13, ’65;

discharged Avith company. Samuel P. SidAvell, musteretl Feb. 15,

'65; discharged with company. John Teachout, mustered Feb.

10, '65; dischargetl per order, Aug. 17, ’65. Augustus A. Welch,

mustered Feb. 13, ’65; discharged Avith company. IMyron Whit-

aker, mustei'ed Feb. 13, ’65; discharged Avith company. James R.

Wilson, mustered Feb. !), ’65; discharged per oialer, July 13, '65.

THIRD BATTERY LIGHT ARTILLERY.

Pi'ivate—William McCollum, mustered Apr. 1, ’64; discharged

Avilh battery.

Jerome Hanna, pioneer and retired tanner, Avas l)orn in St.

LaAvrence county, Ncav York, December 20, 1843, son of WTlliam

ami Mary (Flack) Hanna, both of Scotch descent. The father

Avas born in Salem, N. A^., April 4, 1796, and the motliei- in St.

LaAvrence county, Ncav York, June 20, 1801. Originally promi-

nent farmers of St. Lawo’ence county, in 1854 they migrated

AV(‘st and came to Hastings 1\Iay 9 on the steamer AYar Eagle,

Avhich Avas on its first trip up the Alississip])i. After landing at

Hastings they proceeded to Nininger toAAuishii) and purchased

160 acres of Avild land, Avhicli the father broke and improved.

He also built a home and barn, Avhich being the first in the Aucin-

ity, sei'ved as a guide to strangers, to Avhom it Avas ahvays desig-

nated as “the place Avith the Avhite house and red l)arn. ” They

folloAved general farming until the death of tlie father, Alay 7,

1874, the mother i)assing away the same year, July 5. AVilliam

and Alary Hanna Avere of the noble type of men and Avomen noAv

so ra]>idly passing, Avho lived in the fear of God, and dying

left a noble heritage of honor to posterity. Jerome Hanna
receiAmd his education in the district schools, such as they Avere

at that time, and afterward took up farming. November 10,

1863, he enlisted in Company F, Seeoml Alinnesota CaAudry, as

private, and served until December 26, 1864, Avhen he Avas honor-

ably discharged for disability at Fort Ridgely. After his dis-

charge he retuimed to the old farm and continued to carry on

farming until 1879, Avhen he purchased a fine home in Hastings

and retired. He now owns considerably over a section of land

in N^iniuger tOAvnship and Clay county, and beside his own home
in Hastings has two other residences, which he rents. Air. Hanna
served on the town board of Nininger toAvnship for a number of

years and was one of the committee in charge of building the
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high school at Hastings in 1899. He was also supei-intendent

for the rebnilding of the Presbyterian ehnreh, of which he is a

prominent member and one of the trustees, a position he has held

for many years. Mr. Hanna was married, December 21, 1869,

to Jnlia i\l. Browning, who was born at Dundee, 111., January 13,

1839, daughter of George and Jane M. (Bucklin) Browning,

natives of Massachiisetts, where they were prominent farmers.

The fatlier was born June 18, 1809, and the mother January 6,

1818. They early went to Dundee and engaged in the general

merchandise business. AVliile there the family sustained the loss

of the mother, November 20, 1850. The father came to Hastings

in 1861 and died July 21, 1886. To Mr. and i\Irs. Hanna have

been born two children: Nellie L., liorn December 25, 1871, is

a school teacher and lives at home, and Mary T. is now Mrs. Dr.

F. L. Stoudt, of Hastings. ]Mr. Hanna is a member of the Peller

Post, G. A. K., No. 89, and of the iMinnesota Chapter, Sons of the

American Revolution. He also belongs to the Territorial

Pioneers. Jerome Hanna is a good citizen and highly respected,

oeeu])ying a high place in the esteem of the people of Dakota

county.



CHAPTER X.

BENCH AND BAR.

Henry H. Sibley—Reminiscences—Anecdotes of the Early Courts

Territorial Courts—State Courts—Judge David Cooper

—

Judge Andrew G. Chatfleld—Judge Charles E. Flandrau

—

Judge N. M. Donaldson—Judge S. J. R. McMillan—Judge
Charles McClure—Judge F. M. Crosby—Judge William M.
McCluer—Judge Hollis R. Murdock—Judge W. C. Williston

—Members of the Bar—The Court House Picture Gallery.

IIeni'v IT. Eil)ley, living at IMendota, was the first officer of

civil justice in this county. He received his appointment as a jus-

tice of tile peace, first from Governor Porter, of Michigan, and

later from Governor Chambers, of Iowa. In writing of his early

experiences. General Sibley has given us some amusing as well

as enlightening side views of frontier justice. A selection from

Ids manuscript is as follows:

“It may seem paradoxical, but it is nevertheless true, that I

was successively a citizen of IMichigan, Wisconsin, Iowa and Min-

nesota territories, without changing my residence at iMendota.

The jurisdiction of the first named terminated when Wisconsin

was organized in 1836, and in turn Iowa extended her sway over

the west of the Jdississippi in 1838. AVhen the latter was ad-

mitted as a State, with very much diminished area, the country

lying outside of the state boundaries was left without any gov-

ernment- until the e.stal)lishment of the Alinnesota territorial

organization placed us where we now are. It was my fortune

to be the first to introduce the machinery of the law, into what

our legal brethren would have termed a lieuighted region, having

received a commission of justice of the peace from the governor

of loAva territory, for the county of Clayton. This county was

an empire of itself iii extent, reaching from a line some twenty

miles below Prairie dii Chien, on the west of the ‘Father of

AVaters, ’ to Pembina, and across to the Alissouri river. As I was

the only magistrate in this region and the county seat was some

300 miles distant, 1 had matters pretty much under

my own control, there being little chance of an appeal from my
decisions. In fact, some of the simple-minded people around me
firmly believed fhat I had the power of life and death. On one

occasion I issued a warant for a Canadian who had committed a

208
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gross outrage aud then fled from justice. 1 dispatched a trusty

constable in pursuit, and he overtook the man below Lake Pepin

and ])rought him back in irons. The friends of the culprit begged

hard that he shoidd not l)e severely punished, and, after keeping

him in durance vile for several days, I agreed to release him if

he would leave the country, threatening him with dire vengeance

if he should ever return. He left in great haste and I never saw
him afterwards.

“In my own county of Dakota, at a later period, we had some

bright and shining lights among those Avho held commissions as

magistrate. One case of assault and battery was tried before a

justice at JMeudota, who was a very worthy, upright Preuchman,

but indifferently versed in the English language. One of the

leading members of the bar was imported from Kamsey county

for the defense. lie made a powerful and logical argument for

the prisoners, of at least an hour’s duration. I was sitting in

my office next door to the court room, when the justice entered

hastily and said to me in French: “That infernal lawyer has

been talking to me until I am tired and I have not understood one

word in ten that he has said,” and he asked me what he should

do. I told him he had heard the evidence and should he governed

thereby in his decisions, and not to pay any attention to the

speech, and I believe he did decide properly. AVhen I told the

counsel afteiuvards that he had thrown much elocpience and

erudition to the winds, he Avas astounded, ‘For,’ he said, ‘the

justice never took his eye from me Avhile I Avas speaking, and I

flattered myself upon having produced a profound impression.’

Another justice, not a hundred miles from Kaposia, Avas called

upon to decide hetAveen tAvo adAUArse claimants, Avho agreed to

Avaive the rights to a jury trial. After hearing the evidence, the

magistrate decided in favor of the plaintiff, AA’liereupon the de-

fendant accused him of ])artiality and injustice, and the dignity

of the bench came Amry nearly being seriously compromised by

a fisticiTff between the court aud the party Avho considered him-

self aggrieAmd. An appeal Avas taken to the district court liy

the defendant, and Avhen the Avrit Avas seiumd upon the justice,

ordering him to produce a transcript of his docket and other

papers in the case, instead of complying Avith the mandate of the

court, he sat doAvn and committed to paper a long and elaborate

address to the judge, setting forth that the appellant had abused

him, that he Avas a mean scamp generally, and concluded by
stating to his honor that he had erred in granting the appeal,

and if he Avanted the papers in the case he might look for them,

as he, the justice, Avould have nothing further to do Avith it. That
paper ought to have been secured for the Historical Society. It

Avas duly dispatched to the judge and I heard it read by the
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clerk, and I inueli doubt if ever a document produced a greater

sensation from the files, doubtless by some one who had a laudable

desire to become learned in the law.

“I had the honor of being the foreman of the first grand jxiry

ever impanelled on the west of the Mississippi river, in what is

now the State of IMinnesota. The court Avas held at klendota.

Judge Cooper being assigned to that district. IBs honor delivered

a Avritten charge of considerable length, and really it Avas an able

and finished production. Unfortunately, out of the tAventy odd
men avIlo composed the jury but three, if I recollect rightly,

could speak Englisli, the rest being Frenchmen, avIio Avere, to a

man, ]n-ofonndly ignorant of any language but their OAvn. As
a matter of course, they Avere highly edified Avhile engaged in

listening to the judge’s charge.

“I\Iajor Joseph R. BroAvn, lately deceased, Avho has been al-

ready mentioned, resided at an early day at Grey Cloud Island,

on the Mississippi, in the county of St. Croix, uoav AYashington.

lie, too, Avas a justice of the peace and on one occasion Avas called

upon to decide lietAveen tAvo Canadian Frenchmen, named Parant

and Le Claire, Avho claimed the same piece of land at Pig’s Eye,

a feAv miles I)eloAv tlie city of St. Paid. BroAvn Avas in a dilemma,

as he doidited his authority to decide (piestions of title to land,

yet he Avas uiiAvilling to alloAV the dignity of his official station

to lie loAvered in the estimation of the simple people around him,

liy a.AmAAnng a Avant of jurisdiction in the premises. He therefore

listened to the evitlence, pro and con, and, having ascertained

that the claim had not been staked mit, he cut the Gordian knot

of legal uncertainty by deciding that the land Avould be aAvarded

to the party Avho should first arrive on the ground, and stake it

out. The decision Avas accepted as being in accordance Avith laAv,

and neither of the men being the OAvner of a horse, a foot race

of more than eight miles ensued lietAveen them. LeClaire being

the fleetest runner succeeded in placing his land marks in the

presence of Avitnesses before the arriAurl of his panting competi-

tor. The latter made no further contest, and Le Claire pro-

ceeded to iireempt the tract, and lived upon it for several years

and finally died there. This by no means is the only instance in

Avhich superior rapidity of moA^ement Avas the means of securing

a Amlualile preemption, but it is believed to be the sole case in

the history of the NortliAvest in Avhich speed of foot Avas made

to decide a legal question in obedience to the fiat of a magis-

trate.”

Another historian in Avriting of the early coiu’ts of Dakota

county has related the following incidents;

“The early courts of Dakota county, as of all other neAV

counties of the state, Avere characterized Avith some peculiarities
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which have wholly disappeared at the present day from the

administrative routine of justice. A due degree of order and

decorum is more easily preserved now, than then, and contempt

of court is both more sharply defined and less frecpiently in-

dulged in. In those days when a recess for a few minutes was

moved, it was always carried, and was fully understood as grant-

ing an opportunity, for court, bar, jury and spectators to cpieneh

the thirst incident to almost all early legal labors.

“In those days, furthermore, the rights of the attorney's

person, were not so carefully protected, as at present, and it

was far more dangerous for one attorney to give the lie to an-

other, though couched in the most elegant terms which are

sometimes heard in the court-rooms of today. Though their

zeal in this respect sometimes seriously interrupted all judicial

proceedings, it must he confessed that the old time lawyers had

an amazing and highly creditable respect for their reputations

for truth and veracity. AYlien this was called in question, it is

related, that even at Hastings, the ponderous inkstand was

made to supplement nature’s weapons, and the assembled spec-

tators were occasionally treated to rare exhibitions of pugil-

istic defense. It is further related that one brother in the law,

at a justice trial in Hastings, after first sufficiently 'afflicting his

slanderous opponent with stripes, proceeded to wedge him into

the narrow window of the court-room in such an indignified

manner that he could neither get further in nor out.

“Now it happened that the victorious assailant in this case

Avas prosecuting attorney for the county. He immediately com-

plained of himself, obtained a conviction and Avas fined five dol-

lars. The money Avas paid, and no sooner paid than the culprit

demanded five dollars for his fee as prosecuting attoimey.

AVhether in accordance Avith the laAv and usage of the ease or

not, the “eoAirt’’ deferentially handed back the five dollars,

AAdiich the jubilant attorney pocketed, and departed Avith a lurk-

ing drollery in his eye.

Similar instances might be narrated at length, and cases

Avhere ignorance of the laAV, or hilarious disregard for its minor

technicalities, placed positions, are not Avanting. Peculiarities of

pronunciation or the misuse of Avords, lioth on the part of the

“court” and of the members of the bar, gaAm rise to many lit-

tle incidents AAdiich are still remembered. On one occasion Aidien

a statement Avas made liy an attorney, the opposing counsel

cried out, “Your Honor! Your Honor! that allegation is Avholly

false.” “Order! Order!” shouted his honor, “the court be-

lieA'es that the allegation is false, and that a'ir alligator knoAvs

it!”

“Certain laAA^yers, shreAvd felloAvs as they Avere, on becom-
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ing fully acquainted with them, would sometimes take cruel

advantage of tlie intellectual weaknesses or the iDeculiar foibles

of tlie justices, and no doul)t the decisions, in more than one

justice trial have turned on this issue. Yet, fairness and sense

supplied many difficiencies of profundity and education. An
inability on the part of the justice to speak or to understand

Knglislq has proven to lie a matter of serious moment. For il-

lustration tliere was the Graham-Ramsey suit of 1854. Mr.

Graham wished to obtain posse.ssion of Vermillion falls, which
jMr. Ramsey considered as his. The case was brought before

Ilippolite Dupuis, a Frenchman, early prominent in the county,

its first treasurer, and who died at klendota. Major J. J. Noah,

later of AVashington, D. C., was attorney for Air. Graham, and
John JR Brisbin, Esci., later of St. Paid, was counsel for Air. Ram-
sey. The trial proceeded, witnesses were examined, and the

time for argument had arrived. Air. Brisbin was the first to

present his case to the “court,” and in an elaborate argument

of two hours’ length battled for his client. Facts, logic, wit,

energy, force and eloquence ivere all marshalled in an impos-

ing array, and brought to bear upon the apparently sympathetic

justice. Air. Brisldn always said afterward, that he considered

that argument tlie crowning effort of his life; and that as he

sat down, perspiring all over, and filled with hope at the num-

erous assentations of the court, he had not the remotest doubt

but that he was “unchangeably fixed.”

“But alas! even before he has resumed his seat, the court

began to address the opposing counsel excitedly in French, and

the opposing counsel to reply in the same language. “I object!”

said Air. Brisbin, in astonishment. “But,” said he, in later

days, when relating the incident, “I absolutely collapsed the

next minute, when Alajor Noah said glumly in explanation,

“Excuse me. Air. Brisldn, no advantage is meant, but as the

judge can't understand a word of English, lie was simply asking

what you had said.” It is unnecessary to state in whose favor

the case was decided.”

Alarch 3, 1849, the Territory of Alinnesota was created by

Act of Congress. By tliat act the judicial power of the terri-

tory was vested in a supreme court, district courts, probate

courts and in justices of the peace. It was provided by that act

that the territory should be divided into three judicial districts

and that a district court should lie held in each of the said dis-

tricts by one of the justices of the supreme court at such times

and places as might be prescribed by law. It was also provided

that temporarily or until otherwise provided by law, the gover-

nor of said territory might define the judicial districts of said

territory, and assign the judges who might be appointed for
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said territory, to tlie several districts, and also appoint the times

and places for holding conrts in the several counties or sub-

divisions in each of the judicial districts by proclamation.

Governor Ramsey arrived at St. Paul, May 27, 1819, and on

June 11, issued his proclamation dividing the territory into three

judicial districts. The third district had no definite boundaries,

but in general included all that part of the territory south of

the Minnesota, and south to the ^Mississippi from where it receives

the waters of the iMinnesota to the Iowa line. This included

Dakota county. Court was ordered to be held at Mendota on the

fourth Monday in August and the fourth IMonday in February.

At the first session of the territorial legislature, only AYash-

ington and Benton counties were fully organized, for all county

jmrposes. The other counties in the territory were attached to

some one of these counties for judicial purposes. Dakota county

Avas attached to Ramsey county for that purpose. IMarcli 5,

]853, Dakota county Avas fully organized and terms of court

Avere appointed to be held therein, on the second IMonday of

September in each year, and Hon. David Cooper Avas assigned

as judge thereof. Rice county Avas attached to Dakota county

for judicial purposes.

By act of i\Iareh 5, 1853, it Avas made the duty of the first

board of county commissioners to locate the county seat. The

board accordingly selected Kaposia, but in about a year, the

same board moA'ed the county seat to IMendota, Avhere the com-

missioners met, February 6, 1854.

Judge. Cooper held court in Mendota, the fourth IMonday in

August, 1849. II. H. Sibley Avas foreman of the grand jury, the

first eA'er empaneled Avest of the IMississippi, in Minnesota.

Judge Cooper delivered a Avritten charge, able and finished, but

as appears in General Sibley’s reminiscences, only three of the

tAventy odd men composing the jury understood a Avord of the

language he Avas speaking. Major Forbes served as interpreter

through the term, but no indictments Avere found. The court

Avas organized in a large stone Avarehouse belonging to the Fur
company. Judge Cooper.’s term of office Avas from June 1, 1849,

to April 7, 1853.

The first district court for the county of Dakota Avas held

in IMendota on the second Monday of September, 1853 (Septem-

ber 12) as appointed to be held by the laAV organizing the county.

Judge AudreAv G. Chatfield (aaJio Avent on the bench Apidl 7,

1853) presided. The officers of the court present Avere : W. AY.

Ii’Avin, marshal of the Fnited States for the district of Alinne-

sota
;
J. C. Doav, district attorney

;
A. R. French, sheriff of Da-

kota county; J. J. Noah, clerk; represented by DAAught DoAAm-

ing, his deputy. Edmund Brisette Avas appointed interpreter and
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-lames MeSliane, c-rier. Henry II. Sibley was foreman of the

grand jury. The grand jurors were: Ilenry II. Sibley, James
i\lc-Boal, Claude Cournoyer, James i\I. Griggs, Thomas Odell,

Dai>tiste Cudet, -lames Locke, Patrick Quigley, William L. Bat-

ley, Louis Martin, Ilenry Coleff, George Faribault, Andrew Rob-

ertson, O. P. Bromley, John W. Brown, Elias Cope, Horace

Dresser, William Bissell, IMiehael Lemell and Francis Gamell.

The petit jurors were: Janies Thompson, Peter M. Califf, Albert

Webstei', AVarren AA'oodlniry, John McShane, Patrick A. Moran,

Duncan Campbell, Louis Fourcier, Hugh Kirkpatrick, Sylvester

At. Cook, George Bell, David Cope, AVilliam Quinn, Baptise

Campbell, Peter St. Antonie, Norbest Pacpiin, Joseph Gervais,

Louis Lendivche, Alexander AIcCloud, Franklin J. Bartlett,

Joseph R. Brown, Anable Turpin and -lames Bruce.

The grand jury was in attendance six days and the petit jury

live days.

On Alarch 6, 1854, Judge Chattield ordered a special term of

court to he held on the thirteenth day of April, 1854, in said

county; and a panel of grand and petit jurors to be drawn and

summoned for the same. The special term was held on that

date at Alendota and the officers present were: Andrew G. Chat-

tield, jiulge
;
Andrew -I. AVhitney, acting United States Alarshal

;

Franklin -J. Bartlett, sheriff
;

-J. -1. Noah, clerk. Dr. Thomas
Foster Avas appointetl foreman of the grand jury. The grand

jury was in attendance four days, and there is no record that

it found any indictments. The i)etit jury Avas in attendance,

Imt there is no record of the trial of any case by it.

The next general term of the district court for Dakota county

Avas held at Alendota, August 28, 1854. The officers present

Avere : AndrCAV G. Chattield, judge; W. AA". Invin, marshal;

F. -J. Bartlett, sheiuff'
;

-J. -J. Noah, clerk. Tavo indictments Avere

found by the grand jury against James Grant for selling liquor

Avithout a license, both of Avhich Avere dismissed on motion of

the defendant As attorney. One civil case Avas tried by the jury

at this term. The jurors Avere in attendance four days and the

court Avas in session six days.

The next term Avas held at Alendota, February 26, 1855. The

officers present Avere : AndreAv G. Chatfield, judge; A. C. Jones,

marshal; F. -J. Bartlett, sheriff'; -1. -J. Noah, clerk; J. C. Doav,

prosecuting attorney. This term Avas in session five days. No
indictments Avere returned and no jury cases Avere tried.

The next term Avas held at Mendota, August 27, 1855. The

officers present Avere : AndreAV G. Chatfield, judge; A. C. Jones,

deputy United States marshal
;
Norman Eddy, United States dis-

trict attorney; F. -J. Bartlett, sherilf
;
J. J. Noah, clerk. A. M.
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Hayes was appointed by the court, as district attorney for the

term. Coiirt was in session six days.

The next term of tlie court Avas held at Mendota, February

25, 1856. The officers present were : Andrew G. Chatfield,

judge; Y". 5V. Invin, United States marshal; Norman Eddy,

United States district attorney; E. F. Darker, prosecuting at-

torney; John DeAdin, sheriff; J. J. Noah, clerk. The term AAms in

session seven tlays.

The next term Avas held at IMendota, August 13, 1856. The

officers present Avere: AndreAV G. Chatfield, judge; John DeA^-

lin, sheriff
;
J. J. Noah, clerk. The term Avas in session eight

days. John J. MeVay Avas admitted to the liar at this term.

Judge Chatfield ’s term expired, April 23, 1857, and he Avas

succeeeded by Judge Charles E. Flandrau, Avhose distinction as

a soldier, citizen and historian Avas equal to his reputation as a

jurist.

A special term of court Avas held in Smith’s hall, Hastings,

August 31, 1857, and Avas in session one day. The officers pres-

ent AA'ere : Charles E. Flandrau, judge; George S. AYinsloAV,

clerk
;
EdAvard F. Parker, district attorney.

A general term of the district court Avas liekl in Burgess hall,

Hastings, December 27, 1857. The officers present were

;

Charles E. Flandrau, judge; George S. AYinsloAv, clerk; E. F.

Parker, district attorney; John DeAdin, sheriff'. This term re-

mained in session Aintil January 15, 1858.

By an act of Congress passed February 26, 1857, the people

of the territory of IMiunesota, AA'cre authorized to form a con-

stitution and state government, preparatory to their admission

into the Union, and it provided for the election of delegates on

the first IMonday in June, 1857, to a constitutional coiwention

to be held on the second Monday in July, 1857. Such a couA^en-

tion Avas held and a constitution formed, on August 29, 1857,

Avhich Avas submitted to a Amte of the people at an election held

on the thirteenth day of October, 1857, and adopted.

That instrument provided that every free AAdiite male inhab-

itant oA^er the age of tAventy-one years, Avho had resided Avithin

the limits of the state for the ten days previous to the day of

said election, might vote for all officers to be elected under the

constitution at such election, and also for or against the adop-

tion of the constitution. It also provided for the election at

such election time, of members of the house of representatives

of the Unitetl States, governor, lieutenant-governor, supreme

and district judges, members of the legislature and all other

officers designated in that constitution. It also, for the purposes

of first election, divided the state in senatorial and representa-

tive districts. Dakota county was constituted the third sena-
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torial and representative district and Avas given two senators

and live representatives. The constitution also divided the state

into six judicial districts until the legislature should otheiuvise

]>rovide. The counties of AYashington, Cliisago, Anoka, Pine,

Duchanan, Carllou, 8t. Louis and Lake Avere made to constitute

the first judicial district and the counties of Dakota, Goohue,
Scott, Kice, Steele, AYaseca, Dodge, AIoAver and Freeborn the

fifth judicial district.

At tlie election, lion. S. J. R. AIcAIillan Avas elected judge of

the first judicial district, and lion. N. AL Donaldson, of OAva-

tonna, judge of the fifth.

Tlie first term of the district court Ihat Avas held in Dakota
county after Alinnesota Avas admitted as a state Avas held in

Burgess hall, in Hastings, on November 1, 1858. The officers

present Avere: N. AI. Donaldson, judge; John Devlin, sheriff;

George S. AYinsloAV, clerk; 0. P. Perkins, prosecuting attorney

for the fifth judicial district. At this term of court, George

Royce Avas indicted for the murder of his father on Jiily 4, 1858,

hut he Avas not then tried.

The second term Avas held at Burgess hall, on June 6, 1859.

The officers present Avere : N. AI. Donaldson, judge; John Doa-

lin, sheriff; George S. AAGnsloAV, clerk; 0. F. Perkins, prosecuting

attorney
;
SeagraA'e Smith, district attorney. On June 7, the

court ordered the sheriff to cover the door Avith saAvdust and
that the clerk ilraAV a certificate therefor. George Royce Avas

tried for murder at this term and Avas acquitted. Ilis trial com-

menced June 8 and Avas concluded on June 15. He afterward

enlisted in Co. FI, First Alinn. Vol. Inf., and Avas killed at the

battle of Antietam.

The third term Avas held on November' 9, 1859. Hon Thomas
AYilson, of the third judicial district presitled. John Devlin Avas

sheriff'; George S. AA^insloAV, clerk and Seagrave Smith Avas pros-

ecuting attorney. This term, AAdiich Avas the last held Avith

Dakota coAinty as a part of the fifth district, continued in ses-

sion until November 17.

By an act of the legislature jAassed February 6, 1860, the

counties of Goodhue and Dakota Avere detached from the fifth

judicial district and attached to the first judicial district. The

county of Anoka Avas detached from the first judicial district

and attached to the fourth judicial district.

Judge S. J. R. AIcAIillan held eight general terms of court

in Dakota county. The first tenn commenced Alarch 27, 1860,

and continued to April 5, 1860. The second term commenced

September 18, 1860, and continued to September 27, 1860. The

tliird term commenced Alareli 26, 1861, and continued to April

9, 1861. The fourth term commenced September 17, 1861 and
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continued to September 21, 1861. The fifth term commenced

March 25, 1862, and was adjourned xVpril 5, 1862. The sixth

term oj^ened September 16, 1862 and adjourned September 19,

1862. The seventh term opened March 21, 1863 and adjourned

April 3, 1863. A term appointed to be held on September 15,

1863, was opened by the clerk, and the judge not appearing was

adjourned until the next day. The judge not appearing on the

second day, court was adjourned without day. The eighth term

opened on June 21, 1861, and adjourned on June 30, 1861. Judge

McMillan also held two special terms of court in Dakota county,

one on January 17, 1862, and the other on April 6, 1861. July

5, 1861, Judge McMillan resigned as district judge, to accept

the office of judge of the supreme court to which he had been

appointed and Hon. Charles iMcClure of Red AYing was ap-

pointed as judge of the first judicial district, lie was elected

to that office at the election held in November, 1861, for a term

of seven years commencing on the first IMonday in January,

1865, Avliich term he fully served out.

The first term of the court held by Judge iMcGlure in Dakota

county opened January 10, 1865. At this teian Thomas Eagan
Avas tried for murder and accputted. His trial commenced Jan-

uary 25, 1865, and the A-erdict of the jiuy Avas rendered Febru-

ary 3, 1865.

By an act of the legislature approved February 3, 1860, the

counties of Lake, Carlton and Buchanan Avere attached to St.

Louis county for judicial purposes.

By an act approA^ed March 5, 1860, Mahnomen county Avas

detached from the first judicial district and attached to the

fourth judicial district.

By an act approA'ed iMarch 8, 1861, Buchanan county Avas

attached to and made a part of Pine county subject to its adop-

tion by the Amters of Pine county. It Avas adopted. The terri-

tory is Avhat is noAV the northern part of Pine county.

By an act approved February 28, 1863, it Avas proA'ided that

a term of the district court slioidd be held in St. Loiiis county

on the first Monday in August, 1861, and luennially thereafter.

By the revised laAvs of 1866 the seventh juLlicial district Avas

created, and the counties of Carleton, St. Louis and Lake Avere

made a part thereof. By an act approved March 13, 1858, the

county of Kanabec Avas established subject to its adoption by
the electors of Pine county AAdnch it received.

By an act approved, August 12, 1858, Kanabec county Avas

attached to Chisago county for judicial purposes and by the

same ' act, Isanti county Avas attached to St. Louis county for

the same purpose. That act provided for a term of court to
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lie held in St. Louis county on the first IMouday in Aiigust in

each year.

Ify an act approved April 11, 1907, the counties of Kenabec,
Dine, Chisago and AYashington, Avere detached from the first

judicial district and created into the nineteenth judicial district.

JUDGES’ PORTRAIT GALLERY.

One of the sights shown the visitors at the Dakota County
Courthouse is the picture gallery Avhich adorns the walls of the

courtroom. The portraits are those of Governor Sibley and
Judges Chatfield, Flandrau, Donaldson, McMillan, McClure,

McCluer, IMurdock and AA^illiston. These portraits are placed in

the galhu-y after the judge has retired from holding court in the

room.

Henry Hastings Sibley is the central figure in the gallery, as

he was the first person authorized to exercise any judicial author-

ity in Dakota county, and foreman of the first grand jury. His

l»iography ajApears elsewhere.

Andrew G. Chatfield served from April 7, 1853, to April 23,

1857. lie was born in Butternuts, Otsego county, Ncav York,

January 23, 1810. He Avas appointed territorial judge in 1853 by
President Pierce, and his term expired as above. He Avas judge

of the Eighth Judicial District at the time of his death, Avhich

occurred October 3, 1875.

Charles E. Flandrau Avas born in Ncav York city July 15, 1828.

In 1859 he Avas appointed teriutorial judge by President

Buchanan, and held the office until Alinnesota Avas admitted as a

state.

N. M. Donaldson Avas born in AYashington county, Ncav Y^ork,

and came to Minnesota from AYiseonsin in 1856, settling in OAva-

tonna. He Avas elected judge of the Fifth Judicial District at the

first state election, and held the office fourteen years.

Samuel James Renwick McMillan was born in BroAvnsville, Pa.,

February 29, 1826. He received a collegiate education and studied

law in the office of EdAvin AI. Stanton. He Avas admitted to the

bar in 1849. He came to Stilhvater in 1852, and removed to

St. Paul in 1856. At the first state election held under the state

constitution he Avas elected judge of the First Judicial District,

and held that office until July, 1864, when he resigned to accept

the office of judge of the Supreme Court, to Avhich he had been

appointed. He Avas elected to that office at the November election

in 1864 for a term of seven years. He Avas reelected, and held that

office until he Avas elected United States senator for the full term

commencing Alarch 4, 1876. He Avas reelected United States sena-

tor for another full term, and died at St. Paul, October 3, 1897.
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Charles McClure was born in Oreenbrier county, Virginia, in

1801, and was admitted to practice in his native state in 1829. He
settled in Red Wing in 1856. He was appointed jiidge of the First

Judicial District to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation

of Judge l\Icl\lillan. At the November election held in 1864 he

Avas elected to that office for a term of seven years, and served the

full term. A more complete biography appears in the second vol-

ume of this work.

William Monroe McCluer was born in Franklinville, N. Y.,

August 6, 1831, aud graduated from the State & National Law
School at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. He came to Stilhvater in 1856, aud

practiced law there until he was appointed second .judge of the

First Judicial District, an office created by the legislature at the

extra session held in 1881. He Avas elected to that office at the

election in 1882 and again in 1888. He died August 3, 1890.

Hollis P. Murdock Avas born in Gouverneur, N. Y., August 15,

1832. He graduated at AVilliams College, AYilliamstOAvn, Hass., in

1854, auAl settled in Stilhvater in 1855. He Avas appointed judge

of the First Judicial District to fill the vacancy occasioned by the

death of Judge William M. HcCluer, in 1890. He died January

14, 1891.

William C. Williston Avas appointed judge of the First Judicial

District in 1891 to fill the Amcaucy occasioned by the death of

Judge II. P. Murdock. He Avas elected to that office in 1892, and

Avas reelected in 1898 and 1904. He died June 22, 1910. His

I)iography appears elseAvhere.

Albert Johnson, of Red Wing, is Judge AAulliston's successor.

As he is still holding court, his portrait does not appear in the

gallery.

I'rancis M. Crosby has been on the bench since January

1, 1872. His biography and lAortrait appear elseAAdiere in this

Avork.

FolloAving is a list of the elder members of the bar of Dakota

county, Avho had in 1880 remoA-ed or dietl, the states from Avhich

they came, and the dates of their admission; J. J. Noah, New
York, 1853; J. C. Doav, Ncav Hampshire, 1853; Archibald AI.

Hayes, NeAv Hampshire, 1854; (deceased); EdAvard F. Parker,

Pennsyhmuia, 1856
;
Charles AAA Nash, loAva, 1856

;
LeAvis Smith,

Ncav Hampshire, 1856; Eli Robinson, AAuseonsin, 1856 (de-

ceased)
;
John B. Lea, Alississippi, 1856 (deceased)

;
AAAn. K.

Rogers, Ohio, 1857
;
Philander Hartshorn, NeAv York, 1857 (de-

ceased)
;
Amos H. Norris, NeAv York, 1857

;
SeagraA^e Smith,

Connecticut, 1857
;

Alexis Bailly, Canada, 1857 (deceased) ;

AVilliam B. Leach, A^ermout, 1858
;
Isaac AI. Ray, Indiana, 1858

(deceased); Aaron H. Nelson, 1859; Thomas R. Huddleston,

England, 1859
;
James ~W. Paxton, Pennsylvania, 1859

;
Ai*a
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Barton, New Hampshire, 1859; H. S. Jennings, Iowa, 1863; AD
lurahad C. Cliaml)erlain, Vermont, pensioner of 1812 ( de-

ceased)
;
Julins B. Searles, Ohio, 1864 (deceased)

;
Richard H.

JMontg’omery, Illinois, 1865; E. A. Gove, New Hampshire, 1866;
James B. Yonng; B. i\l. Bal)cock, New York, 1866; Andrew P.

Fitch, Indiana, 1866; Edwin Parliman, New York, 1874 (de-

ceased)
;
Frederick II. Dodge, New York, 1878.

In 1880 the bar of Dakota county was represented by the

following gentlemen, arranged according to the date of their

admission: Orin T. Hayes, AV. G. LeDue, John R. Claggett,

Ignatius Donnelly, AVilliam Hodgson, Lorenzo Van Slyek, Ros-

well Jiulson, Jasper N. Searles, AVilliam II. DeKay, James A.

Duffy, Charles AV. Crosby, AV. DeAV. Pringh*, Joseph Donaldson,

Albert !8ehaller, Daniel T. Chamberlain, AVilliam II. Adams,
George Barbaras, AV. II. Leavitt, AA^illiam Hagerty, Edward C.

Stringer, AIcNeil V. Seymour and P. E. Leonard.

The l)ar of Dakota county at the present time is represented

by the following: Hastings—AVilliam Hodgson, Charles S.

Lowell, AV. DeAAV Pringle, Ernest Otte, AVilliam H. Gillitt, James
AI. Alillett, AA^. II. DeKay, Albert Schaller and E. A. AVhitford.

South St. Paul—P. II. O’Keefe, AA^. L. Converse, D. L. Grannis and
II. L. Goodwin. Farmington—Earl C. AVilmot and A. E. Rietz.

Francis Marion Crosby, son of Eliel Crosby and Thankful

Allen Crosby, was born in AVilmington, Vt., Noveml)er 13, 1830.

His early life was spent on his father’s farm, ad,ioining Lake

Raponda. He was educated in the district and select schools of

his native town and Alount Ceaser Seminary, Swansey, N. H.

During the winter of 1847 and 1848 he taught school in Sears-

burg, Vt., and l)oarded around, as was the universal custom in

those days, and received only twenty dollars for tifty-two days’

service. He also taught school the winters of 1848-49, 1849-50,

and 1850-51 in the Averell, Upper Intervale and Lawton districts

in AVilmington. The winter of 1851-52 he taught in Old Swansey,

N. II., and the Avinters of 1852-53, 1853-54 and 1854-55 he taught

the Aullage school in UnionAulle, Swansey, N. II.

He studied law in the office of Hon. Oscar L. Shaffer at AA"il-

mington and Hon. Daniel Roberts at Alanchester, Vt., and AAms

admitted to the bar at Bennington, Vt., in December, 1855. Soon

thereafter he formed a co-partnership in the iiraetice of law Avith

Hon. Stephen P. Flagg at AA^ilmington, Avhich continued until

April, 1858. He represented the toAvn of AA'ilmington in the

Vermont house of representatives for the years 1855 and 1856.

He left AVilmington for Alinnesota in Alay, 1858, and settled at

Hastings in June, 1858, where he has since resided.

Judge Crosby served as judge of probate of Dakota county.
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Minnesota, for the years 1860 and 1861. At the general election

held in November, 1871, he as elected .judge of the district court

for the First Judicial District of Minnesota and entered ui:>on the

duties of that office January, 1872. He was re-elected to that

office at the elections held in November, 1878, 1884, 1890, 1896,

1902 and 1908. His last election was for a term of six years.

May 30, 1866, he married Helen Mar Sprague, of Cooperstowu,

N. Y., who died November 16, 1869, leaving one son, Frank Noble

Crosliy, born IMay 5, 1867, who is now, 1909, practicing law in

New York City. October 23, 1872, he married Helen Sophia

Bates, of Cherry Valley, N. Y., who died in 1909. Their children

are: Howard AValworth Crosby, born June 26, 1874, who died

at Paris, Tex., November 22, 1907
;
Marion E. Crosby, born May

29, 1875, now residing at Hastings, Alinn.
;
Helen B. Crosby, born

November 15, 1876, who married Edward L. Prescott, June 17,

1896, and is now residing at Portland, Ore.

Judge Crosby has served in many capacities of l)oth public

and private trust and honor not mentioned above. He is a lineal

descendant of Stephen Forbes and Ebenezer Allen, Massachusetts

revolutionary soldiers, and is ex-president of the Minnesota So-

ciety of the Sons of the. American Eevolution. He is also a mem-
ber of the Society of Colonial AA'ars.

Judge Crosl)y is a man of firm convictions, stern and upright

character. He is never lenient with himself and measures him-

self with stern impartiality. Others he treats with a kindly and

Aviuning courtesy and consideration that show the amiable cpiali-

ties of the man.

His learning and knoAvledge of the laAV are profound. His

decisions are founded upon the immutable principles of the laAV.

He is not a slaA’ish folloAver of precedent, ixnless it be the de-

cision of a court aaKosc authority he is bound to recognize.

The court presided over by him is not only a court of law but

a court of justice, in AA’hich immaterial issues and technicalities

are brushed aside so that right and justice may preAmil.

Judge Crosby's cast of mind and clearness of apprehension

are most strikingly displayed in his conduct of cases tried to a

jury. His aim in these eases is to dispense Avith eAmrything that

may befog the jurors or distract their attention from the issues

Avhich they are called upon to try.

In presenting a case to the jury he does it in such clear and
simple language that AA-hat seemed a difficult task to the iuror

becomes one easily Avithin his grasp and comprehension. This is

done by reducing all elements of the case to one or tAvo simple

propositions upon Avhich the rights of the parties depend. These

propositions are presented to the jury in simple but forcible

language.
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His charge to the jniy is generally In-ief, concise and at the

same time exhanstive
;
so much so that it is on very rare occa-

sions that a jury in Judge Crosby’s court fails to understand the

charge or comes into the court for further instructions.

Tlie young ])ractitioner who commences his forensic duties

in the court presided over l)y Judge Crosl)y is pecudiarly fortu-

nate. A young attorney practicing in his court receives such

kind and considerate treatment at the hands of the .jndge that

he is encouraged in his efforts to advance his profession. His

mistakes are overlooked, and, so far as is consistent with, right

and justice, are corrected or permitted to he. His inexperience

is no handicap as against an older memlier of tlie bar, and his

client will have no canse to comi)laiii of any omissions of matters

purely technical which the court has the authority to overlook.

The highest and most considerate courtesy is extended to him.

There have been occasions Avhen a young lawyer in the tirst

tiush of an eager enthusiasm has been permitted to argue ques-

tions and cite authorities on elementary propositions merely

because the court did not desire to dash the enthusiasm of the

beginner.

Judge (froshy throughout his life has been an upright and

impartial judge and kind friend and an eminent and patriotic

citizen. His ideals have ever l)een high, his influence with the

bar and laity of his district has always lieen toward the ni)right,

honest and impartial administi-ation of the law. He is a firm

I)eliever in the participation of the citizen in the administration

of the law, both as a grand and as a petit juryman, and this con-

viction he fortities by an expei'ience at the bench and bar which

is not e()ualed in length of time by any judge now living in the

state.

Notwithstanding his long sei-vice at the bar and on the bench,

Judge Crosby is still hale, hearty and vigoi'ous as a man of

fifty-five years of age. A si>lendid physi(iue, the legacy of a

vigorous, right-living Vermont ancestry, enables him to liear

lightly his added years, and time as it passes only adds to the

keenness of his intellect and mellows the good rpialities of his

mind and heart.

Stephen Gardner, now deceased, whose name is perpetuated

in the Gardner iMills, was one of the men Avho assisted in the

upbuilding of Hastings and Dakota couiffy, and his memory
will ever he held in the high esteem that his staunch character

and altruistic spirit so richly deserved. He was horn at Bolton,

klass., December 7, 1806, being the oldest of a family of eleven

children. His father, Stephen Partridge Gardner, was a direct

descendant of Thomas Gardner, Avho came to this country from
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England in 1638 and settled at Koxbmy, Mass. Ilis mother,

Aehsah (Moore) Gardner, Avas also of NeAV England ancestry.

The subject of this sketch Avas carefidly educated and prepared

for Hai’A'ard UnKersity, being fitted to enter at the age of

t-Aventy-one years. He decided, liOAA'eA'er, tliat his talents AA-ere

suited for a business rather than for an academic career, and

consecpiently he started in life for himself in December, 1827.

lie spent the first AA'inter in Amrious parts of Xoaa’ England and

in the spring of 1828 AAmnt to Pittsburg, Pa., AAdiere he found

employment in the salt AAmrks. The folloAAung year he took a

triiA in a tiatboat doAAm the Ohio and Mississippi riAnrs to XeAV

Orleans, but fell Auctim to a southern fcAmr and AA'as obliged to

spend some time in a hospital at St. Louis, his health, eA'eu after

his leaA'ing the hospital, being such as to forbid his returning to

Pittsburg. In the spring of 1831 he A'olunteered in the LMited

States serAuce for forty-five days and served in the Black llaAvk

AVar. In 1832 he laid the foundations of his future prosperity

by selling Avood to steamboats on the Alississippi. Having secured

this start he engaged in the mercantile l)usiness at Columbia, 111.

He also interested himself in milling, running both grist and saAV

mills, first by ox poAver and later by steam. During this period

he served ten years as postmaster. In 1861 he came to Hastings

and purchased the mill site and almut one hundred acres of

laud at AYrniillion Palls. Here he erected the noAV historic

Gardner Alill, a stone structure, AAdiich is noAv one of the land-

marks of Minnesota. In addition to his milling interests he had

extensHe real estate holdings and founded the First National

Bank of Hastings, being its president until his death, Alarch 11.

1889. Mr. Gardner Avas married at Griffin, Ga.. June 28, 1850,

to Louisa Stanton Ingalls, born at AAYst Granville, X. Y., February

22, 1820. She died February 7, 1885. To this union Avere born

six children : Aehsah Aloore, noAv Airs. Charles Espeiishield

:

Stephen Partridge
;
Abbey Ingalls, noAV Airs. Samuel Alairs

;

Clara Louise, noAV Airs. John F. Duncan; George AA^ashington and
Frederick StoAA’e.



CHAPTER XI.

CITY OF HASTINGS.

Modern Hastings—Reign of the Indians—Hastings as a Hamlet

—

Pioneer Experiences—Boundaries—Bonds—Improvements

—

Municipal Officers—Fire Department and Fires—Mail Facil-

ities—Cemeteries^—Churches—Schools, Banks and Banking
—Miscellaneous.

Hastings, today, is a pleasantly located city, with many ad-

vantages as a place of residence. It has a notable past and a

promising future, for with the development of the waterways of

the IMiddle West must come much commerce to the doors of this

city, so advantageously situated in regard to the Mississippi and

the St. Croix rivers. Hastings is by no means a “boom” city, but

en.joys steady prosperity, has several important industries and

furnishes a trading and shipping point for the surrounding agri-

cultural districts. Of late it has assumed importance as a rail-

road center, and its advantages in this respect seem to be brought

more forcibly to the minds of the railroad authorities every year.

The principal manufacturing interests of Hastings are repre-

sented by the Brandt hlanufacturing Company (insect sprayers)
;

the Howard Time Record Company (branch of Boston house)
;

E. E. Estergren's (established in 1858, vehicles, fuel and general

blacksmithing)
;
Smeade Manufacturing Company (office files),

and Stroud-Humphrey IManufacturing Company (boats and mo-

tors). At Vermillion Falls are the Gardner Mill and the electric

light plant. The brewing interests are represented by the Hast-

ings Malting Company and the Hastings Brewing Company.

Lumber yards: iMcMullin Lumber Company; Hastings &
Dakota Lumber Company, Michael Grans (established in 1874,

luml)er yard, liuilding materials, house furnishings, hardware and

groceries). Elevators: Hastings Plaiting ComiDany, Farmers’

Elevator, Gardner Mill. Dry Goods: Myer & Johns (also men’s

furnishings). Clothing: Hanson Clothing Company, James C.

Griffin, AVright & Austin (also furs). Groceries: Hanson Broth-

ers, Cornelison Brothers Grocery Company, Fasbender & Son,

Emerson & Cavanaugh, T. F. Casserly. Shoes and rubbers : Nini-

ker Shoe Company, A. Olson, N. AI. Pitzen, Fritz Alahler. No-

tions: The Bazaar, A. E. Holst, Joseph Then. Hardware: John-

son-Aliller Hardware Company, A. E. Johnson, B. E. Torrance.

224
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Confectionery: B. A. Day (established in 1871), F. C. Gillitt (also

bowling alley and cigars), H. Lisle IMeyer (also art and picture

framing). Furnitiu’e : J. G. Mertz & Son (established in 1868,

also undertaking), AYalbridge Brothers & Eyan. Drug stores:

S. B. Eude, J. G. Sieben, Frank AY. Finch (established in 1860),

II. A. Glendenniug. Millinery: Mrs. Helen K. Boxer, Mrs. AYes-

I’ey Archer, Ethel AA^yman. Jewelers: Theodore Sehall, F. Y\^.

Seaman. Bakeries: Pitz Brothers. Steam laundry : Airs. Anna
Humm. Aleat dealers: Kranz & Alamer, Iletherington Brothers,

B. Alanrer, Otto Eeisner. Blacksmiths: Johnson & Swanson,

Ferd Geng, Gustav AVilke, F. E. Estergren. Harnessmakers : Al-

bert Alatsch, F. A. Engel. Alonuments: Peter Koppes. Imple-

ments: Brady & Son, F. A. Engel (also fuel). Flour and feed:

J. V. Perkins (also machinery). Automobiles: D. T. Quealy &
Co. (also plumbing). The principal contractor is A. H. Truax.

There are also the usual number of barbers, tailors, saloons, liv-

erymen, draymen, dressmakers, real estate offices, abstract offices,

etc.

The photographers are A. A. Scott and C. S. Faike. Lawyers

:

AVilliam Hodgson, Albert Schaller, E. A. AA'hitford, J. AI. Alillett,

AA". H. DeKay, AA'. De AAA Pringle, AV. H. Gillitt, Ernest Otte,

Charles S. Lowell. Doctors : A. AI. Adsit, L .P. Peck, E. H.

AA^ald, J. B. Claire, H. G. AMn Beek, J. C. Fitch, A. C. Dockstader.

Dentists: H. L. Sumption, F. L. Stoudt, E. D. Allison, T. A.

Brown, C. J. Olson.

The Gardner House is the leading hotel in Hastings. The
others are St. John’s, City Hotel, Exchange and Phoenix.

The city has AYestern Union and North American telegraph

service. Two telephones, the Hastings Telephone Company and
the Tri-City, operate here. A union depot takes care of the

traffic on the Eiver Division, the Hastings & Stillwater Division

and the Hastings & Dakota Division of the C. AI. & St. P. Ey.

OH-WA-BOP-TE OF THE INDIANS.
So far as is known no Indian village ever existed within the

limits of the present city of Hastings. The Indians, however, fre-

quently visited this locality for the purpose of hunting, fishing or

gathering the wild turnip, and the old trail from AA^abasha's and
Eed AA^ing’s villages to the Black Dog village crossed the Ver-

million river near the falls and then wound in and out among the

lakes.

Oh-wa-bop-te, the name given by the Indians to this locality,

means in the Sioux tongue “the place Avhere they dig tipsinna,

”

or, in other Avords, the Avild turnip. This vegetable Avas highly

esteemed by the Indians, Avho came here in the summer and fall

to gather their Avinter’s supply. To this designation the Indians

added their name for stream, thus giAung a title, Oh-wa-bop-te



226 lllSTOIiY OF DAKOTA COUKTY

AVak-i)ali-da, to wliat is now known as the Vermillion river. They
called the falls Oh-wad)oi)-te AVak-pah-da Iladia, the latter two
syllables being their designation for the gurgling sound made by
falling water.

Several reasons have been given Avhy the Indians never set-

tled here, lie's". E. 1). Neil has suggested the following as a possi-

ble explanation:

“There "svas an element of dread in the visits of the Indian to

this point. Lake Isabel was knosvn to them as Lake Alato-

A\ aukan, from iMato, bear, and AA^au-kan, super-natural or spirit

or medicine. It was thus called the “Lake of the Spirit Bear,”
because, as they maintained, the woods at the lower end, near
A^ermillion slough, were haunted by the ghost of a sort of grizzly

bear, and whoever ventured to, or very near, these woods became
the prey of this terrilde aj^parition. An early settler suggests that

tlie bear may have l)een a reality and possildy an actual grizzly,

hence a lit subject to inspire terror, especially if one or two
Indians had lost their lives in hunting it. The more probable

and doubtless the (‘orrect origin of the name is found in the prox-

imity of the Chippewas. Their country on the St. Croix was
near by and the woods near the “Lake of the Spirit Bear” af-

forded an excellent opportunity to amluish the passing Sioux.

Of the actors in this tragic drama, which undoid.)tedly was some-

times enacted, the Cliippewa was the l)ear and the spirit was that

which aseejided from his ancient and hereditary foeman, whom
he had slain. The narrowness of the Alississippi at this point is

also known to have deferred the Sioux from much sojourning

here. They were, ever more suspicious of the wily Chippewa
when in this vicinity, and always approached the water’s edge in

anticipation of being received by an arrow or a bullet from the

other side.”

At any rate, Hastings Avas never, so far as can be. ascertained,

the site of an Indian village, the nearest being at Bine Bend,

Avhere Aledicine Bottle Avas chief of a small offshoot of the Ka-

posia bank.

Hideous Scalp Dance.—In 1856 Little CroAv’s band still fre-

quented its old village of Kaposia. In the summer of that year

Little CroAV and some half dozen of his men formed a Avar party

and crossed the Alississippi, making an incursion into the Chip-

peAva country, southeast of the St. Croix river. They soon re-

turned, and Avith three reeking scalps Avhich they had taken by

stealth or in open battle, stopped at Hastings to celebrate their

success. The three scalps Avere stretched on hoops, painted red,

and then suspended from a three-pronged saplmg Avhieh had been

cut by Little CroAv. The Avarriors, properly bedecked and painted,

then began their customary festiAm demonstrations, reciting their
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bravery and the details of their expedition, dancing with savage

delight, shaking their scalps, druinining, shonting and otherwise

vexing the ear of the night, until they were either weary or sat-

isfied. The locality of this dance was near the present site of the

Guardian Angels Church.

The last scalp dance in Hastings took place in 1857, on the

l)row of the liill near the termination of Second street. Many
Indian women figured in this dance.

HASTINGS AS A HAMLET.

in the winter of 1819-20, Lieutenant Oliver, of the United

States army, on his way to the cantonment at New Hope (now
klendota) with a detachment of soldiers, was forcefil to camp
near what is now the city of Hastings. Here he was visited by
Philander Prescott. The spot of this encampment became known
to sidisecpient travelers up and down the river as Oliver’s Grove,

the name being later corrupted to Olive, though the tropical desig-

nation was someAvhat out of place in teni])erate Llinnesota.

Olive Grove it was known for over thirty years, and tlie name
was even considered as the official cognomen of the organized

township and incorporated village and city. For many years

after Oliver’s sojourn this spot had only a name, there being no

actual settlement or identifying marks other than those supplied

})y iirimeval nature.

In 1821 Josepli Kolette, the Prairie du Chien trader, had a

trading house built of logs on the east l)ank of tlie IMississippi

directly opposite where the Tfibbey luml)er mill was afterward

erected. The post was occupied only in the winter seasons, when
an outfit of goods was sent up from Prairie du C’hien to be ex-

changed for furs brought in l)y the Indian trappers from the

Cannon, St. Croix, IMinnesota and upper IMississippi regions. It

is not unlikely that some of the white occupants of this trading-

post may have landed at Hastings from time to time.

The first actual settler, however, was IMajor Joseph R. Brown.
Avho came to Oliver’s Grove Avith a trader’s license in 1833-34, and
I)uilt a trading house of logs Avith a stone chimney, on the broAV of

the second terrace of land above the IMississippi, commanding a

vieAV of the river. I\Iajor BroAvn also had a post at Grey Cloud

Island. Hoav much time he actually spent at Olive Grove is un-

certain, but it is probable that he made occasional Ausits to the

post even while living elsewhere. AYhat roaming trappers or

hunters may have foiind temporary shelter in the old log house is

not knoAvn, but it is certain that after BroAvn it had no permanent
occupant. David Hone, Avho crossed the riAun- from Point Douglas
in 1845, on a fishing excursion to the Vermillion, found the build-
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ing standing, but unteuanted. He and a companion named Levi

llertzell lost their way in the bushes and “Brown’s Magazine,”

as the old trading j)ost house was called, served them as a land-

mark in recrossing to their homes. In 1850 the “Old Magazine”
had b(>en olditeratc'd, but the stone chimney was still standing.

It is said that a man named Tripp operated a lime kiln on prac-

tically the same spot in 1856 and. used some of these old stones.

Tradition says that the lime made from these stones was pre-

served in the moidar used in cementing the foundation of the

old City Hotel. The next person recorded as having stopped on

what is now the site of Hastings was Cl. AA". Featherstouhaugh, an

Englishman, exploring under the direction of the United States

Government. He ascended the Alississippi in 1885 and on the

night of September 10th made his landing at Oliver’s Grove. He
writes in his journal: “From this point (the mouth of the St.

Croix) the Alississippi becomes gradually narrower, diminishing

to 250 jmrds, where there is a prairie on the right bank and at

length, after winding very much, becoming only 100 yards wide.

Here 1 stopped for the night on the right bank at a fertile bot-

tom, where there was a small deserted house, not far from our

])ivouac, once occupied by a trader of the name of Brown. (Ed-

itor’s Note : This statement should doubtless lie modified to read

“empty house,” for however deserted the house might have been

in the fall of 1835, two years after Brown had Imilt it, it was

probably occupied by him temporarily, at least, subsequent to

Featherstouhaugh ’s visit.

)

“AVhile the men were pitching the tent, near this house, I

heard a deep throbbing sound, coming at intervals from a great

distance, which the men told me proceeded from the cataract at

St. Anthony. The evening being fine for fishing, I took the ser-

geant with me, after I had supped, to an Indian lodge I saw in the

distance, hoping to be able to borrow one of their canoes, our

own having been landed at the men’s bivouac. AA^e found an old

squaw, her son and some young children at the lodge, but no

canoe. I therefore promised the youth a piece of pork if he

Avoidd go with the sergeant and bring a canoe, for we were very

sure they had one hidden, but the little fellow refused to go

unless he was paid first, so 1 told the sergeant to return to the

camp and procure a piece. But now another difficulty arose
;
the

old scpiaAV Avould not let me stay liy her fire until they came back,

liecause, she said, her children would be frightened and would

cry. AAe procured the canoe at length, but had no success, and I

retired to my tent rather late, listening to the throbbing sound

of the cataract until I fell asleep. AA^e Avere very much annoyed

by mosquitoes and Avere glad to pursue our course early in the
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morning’. AYe found the river free of islands and not more than

150 yards Avide.”

Featlierstonhangh completes the list of the earlier A'isitants to

the site of Hastings. NaAdgation of the Alississippi by steamboats

had begun in 1823, and from that date to the period of permanent

settlement the Avaters of the river Avere vexed Avith paddles much
stronger, though scarce SAvifter than the paddles of the Indian.

But Avliatever passenger might be aboard, though perchance im-

pressed Avith the natural advantages of the situation about Oli-

A^er’s GroAm, he passed it by, unconscious that it had a name and

leaving it as it first appeared to him from the deck of the steamer,

an unbroken Avilderness.

The date of the permanent settlement of Oliver's Grove, or

OliAm GroA-e, may correctly be fixed at 1850, as from then to the

present time there has been a continuous occupancy of the place

by at least one Avhite civilized inhabitant. Point Douglas, nearly

opposite Oliver’s GroA-e, began to be permanently settled and

Prescott had been occupied l>y Philander Prescott as early as 1836.

One year before the permanent settlement of Oliver’s Grove there

Avere 150 cultivated acres at Prescott. At Prescott and Point

Douglas many pioneers. Avere Availing action of the United States

government Avhicli Avould open up the Avest side of the Alississippi

to Avhite settlement. The Sioux, though they had no settlements

near the present site of Hastings, Avere nevertheless jealous of

their rights, and the pioneers realized that the government Avould

give them no protection in inaintaining the illegal settlement in

unopened Sioux territory. It Avas apparent, though,, to all shreAvd

men that the time could not.be long before the Sioux Avould be

induced either by ..money or force to relinquish their title. Claims

might then be made and men Availed in eager anticipation of that

time.

MODERN SETTLEMENT BEGINS.

Among those Avho saAv the possibilities of Olive Grove Avere

the Bailly family. This family consisted of Alexis Bailly, a

Frenchman, Avho AA’as clerk for the American Fur Company at

Prairie du Chien, and Avas agent for the same company at l\Ien-

dota in 1833-3-1. In 1819, and for some years thereafter, he liatl

charge of the trading post at 'Wabasha, Avhich place Avas long his

home. He married a daughter of Jean Baptiste Faribault and
had three daughters and three sous. The mother Avas one-fourth

and the children consequently Avere one-eighth Sioux, Avith a tinge

of OttaAva blood in addition. The sons Avere Alexis P., Henry
George and Daniel Bailly. Of this family Alexis Bailly, the head,

Alexis P. and Henry, his sons, Avere more or less identified Avith



230 MltSTOHY OF DAKOTA COUKTY

llie development of Olive Grove into Hastings, as follows: Air.

Hailly, Sr., acted in the capacity of planner, counselor and gen-

eral li(‘ad, though he was here hut little; his eldest son was here

still less, while Henry G. Badly was the real settler, the principal

Avorker and later on the zealous tOAvnsman. lie married a daugh-

ter of David Barker, an early settler, and in the Avar of the re-

hellion yielded uj) his life at Gettysburg.

In the early days Air. Badly, Sr., used often to make the .jour-

ney Avith his family in a canoe from AVabasha to Alendota, and
in the milder season, hunting and fishing, Avmdd sometimes take

Aveeks in reaching his destination. He Avas thoroughly acquainted

Avith all the country about the upper Alississippi and had fixed

upon Olive Grove as an inevitalile place for a toAvn site. Ac-

cordingly Henry G. Badly Avas detailed to keep a hold of the

proposed site, and he ready on the spot as the first claimant after

the making aaid ratification of the anticipated treaty. This plan

of the Baidys Avas admirably carried out. As there could be no

legal occupancy, except under the license of a trader, such a

license Avas procured, and Henry Baidy came to Olive Grove as its

first permanent settler in 1850.

The first dAveding in the permanent settlement was “The Old

Buekhorn.’’ As indicated above, although Henry Baidy Avas lo-

cated ostensibly as a trader, his real purpose was that of a settler.

He selected as the site of his trading hoirse, or dwelling, a spot

not far from the junction of Second and A^ermidion streets, as

they are today. Here he built, with assistance, a log hut, 12x16

feet in dimensions. Subsequently a “kitchen” Avas attached to

this “main” part and its dimensions Avere 10x12 feet. Here Air.

Baidy kept his “trading post,” having on hand a fcAV “calicoes

and trinkets,” and trading with the Indians simply enough to

hold his license. He made frequent journeys to AA^abasha, and,

in fact, Avas there not a little of the time. During his absence

from his post a half-breed, or an Irishman, John Conklin by name,

guarded the premises. This Irishman was a peculiar character,

and from his frequent assertions that he had captured the cele-

brated Sac chief. Black IlaAvk, he Avas known to the early settlers

as old John “ Blackhaute. ” The trading house Avas oecAipied

aftei'Avards as the first hotel of Hastings, and from the fact that

the antlers of a stag had been nailed up over the door it Avas

knoAvn as the “Buekhorn Hotel.” The old “Buekhorn” was re-

moved in 1856 by Air. Dixon to his farm on the Vermillion, but

not until it had been the witness of many kindly deeds and mirth-

provoking scenes enacted Avithin its walls.

Henry G. Bailly and his cook were the only inhabitants of

Olive Grove in 1850 and up to the summer of 1851. They were
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visited X^oveniber 25, 1850, by Dr. Thomas Foster, aftenvards a

settler, when it Avas deemed prudent for settlers to come.

August 5, 1851, the Indians signed a treaty at IMendota in

Dakota county, by Avhich the loAver bands of the Sioux ceded

their lands on the Avest bank of the IMississippi. A full descrip-

tion of the negotiation preceding the signing of this treaty is

found in another part of this Avork. Although the treaty AA'as not

ratified by the United States senate until the folloAAung year,

settlers did not Avait for the completion of formalities, but began

to move in at once as scj^uatters. In the summer of 1851 George

W. Van Kensalaer, from Schenectady, N. Y., built a lodge 6x8

feet at the upper falls of the Vermillion. The material for this

lodge Avas transported from Areola in AYashington county. A^an

Kensalaer, it is said, Avas under an agreement Avith Justus C.

Kainsey, and i^ossibly others of St. Paul, Avhereby they Avere to

keep him in supplies and receiAmd in return one-half of the future

claim. Alleging that Ramsey had failed to fill his part of the

agreement. Van Kensalaer made endeavors to sell out. Early in

1853 he sold his rights to Ramsey, for AAdiich he declared he re-

ceived $1,200 in payment. He afterAvards departed for the Pacific

coast.

Jnst beloAV the falls and on the other side of the A'erniillion in

Avhat is noAv section 31, Abraham Truax, cousin of Van Kensalaer,

also had a claim. Dr. Thomas Poster, a native of Indiana, came

to OliAm GroAm in company Avith Alexis Bailly, Sr., August 21,

1851, and had a claim, embracing the south shore from Lake Isa-

bel. He Avas the first man to settle near the toAvn site after the

signing of the treaty at Alendota. He Avas also the first practicing

physician of this region and Avas a man of no little ability. He
served as private secretary to GoAmrnor Ramsey, nnder both terri-

torial and state administrations, and, in 1858, became editor of

the “ Alinnesotian” at St. Paul. This latter position he filled for

some time. He Avas also member of the constitutional conAmntion

and afterAvards state librarian. Dr. Foster proceeded, in the Avin-

ter of 1851-52, to erect the first house in Olive GroA-e after the

trading house. It Avas located on Lake Isabel, and the body of it

Avas constructed of logs, AAdiich the three Baillys and old John
“Blackhaute” assisted in putting together. David Hone, of Point

Douglas, clreAv a load of lumber for this clAvelliug from St. Paul.

Air. Truax, Sr., of Point Douglas, and D. AA". Truax, his son, as-

sisted in the carpenter Avork. EdAvard F. Parker, a broth er-in-

laAV of Dr. Poster, and Avho must be considered as a settler of

1851, having come to Olive Grove in NoAmmber, also aided in the

labors of the occasion.

A fcAV settlers came in 1852. Dr. Foster’s house Avas completed

early of that year, though not occupied. Dr. Foster left OlAe
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Grove for an interval, as E. F. Parker did also, in the spring of

1852, having lodged at Henry Badly ’s since January. On his

return Dr. Foster brought with him his family. Mrs. Hannah E.

Foster, who Avas long resident here, Avas the second lady settler

at the original town site.

The same year tAvo brothers by the name of Osborn fixed their

lodge in section 34 and included the loAver fall of the Vermillion

in their claim. They came in 1852, probably in the summer, but

Avere little kiiOAAm and soon departed. They sold such interests

as they had to the Halsteads in 1853.

AVhen Dr. Foster and Parker iii the spring of 1852 left Olive

Grove the resident population of Olive Grove Avas reduced to

Henry G. Bailly and a half-breed or tAVO. In the meantime, Avhile

Henry G. Bailly Avas groAving Aveary of the solitude, AVilliam

Felton, Alahala I)., his Avife, and their son, Elias, left Pittsburgh,

Pa., in June of 1852 for the Avest.

They emljarked on the Ben Campbell and descendetl the Ohio

river to the Alississippi, and turning nortliAvard made quarters

Avitli the Bailly family at AA'abasha, June 13, 1852. Alexis Bailly,

pleased Avith the api>earance of his guests and still hopeful of a

future for Olive Grove, delegated his sou, Alexis P. Bailly, to

accompany Air. Felton thither on a tour of reconnoisance. Early

in the morning of July 3 the tAvo set out on horsel)ack, a thirti

horse, tAvo colts and a pair of Indian dogs folloAving to complete

the caraAmn. They folloAved the Avell-marked Indian trail, and

late in the evening, Avhen it had become dark and themselves, as

Avell as their horses, Avere much fatigued, tliey camped for the

night. The morning disclosed to them that they Avere unexpect-

edly near tlieir destination, their camp having l)een on section 33,

on the laiul later OAvned by John Van Hoesen. They immediately

proceeded to Henry Bailly ’s and Air. Felton tleseribes the popula-

tion in and about Olive Grove as folloAvs : At the trading house

they found Henry Bailly, a French boy named Louis and Gabriel,

a half-breed, avIio Avas aftei-Avards killed in the upper country in

a quarrel Avith the Indians. Dr. Foster’s house Avas up but un-

tenaiited. This completed the catalogue of dAvellings and occu-

pants of the tOAim site.

In the center of Avhat is noAV called, in consequence. House

street, in addition 13, Air. Gillsou had a log house erected, but

his home Avas still at Point Douglas. A little further to the Avest

and in the iiortheast extremity of section 29, John Blakely from

Canada also had a log dAvelling, but like Air. Gillson he still made

his home at Point Douglas. Both these latter dAvellings Avere

considered at that day to be considerably “out” from the tOAvn-

site. The shanties of Van Kensalaer, Truax and the Osbornes on

the Vermillion, together Avith their occupants, completed the en-
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tire description of men and dwellings within the present limits of

Hastings.

In tlie matter of live stock, Henry Bailly had under his sur-

veillance two yoke of oxen, four cows and some young cattle.

]Mr. Felton remained here four days and returned to AA^abasha on

a steamer, which stopped at Olive Grove to take him aboard. He
was Avell pleased with the situation and soon arranged with Alexis

Bailly at AAmbasha to return to Olive Grove as a permanent resi-

dent. AA'hile he was at AA'abasha, in August of 1852, the old chief of

that name came down from St. Pai;l by steamer on Sunday morn-

ing and hastened to the Baillys to inform them that the treaty

had been ratified and tliat the whole x>opulace of St. Paul “were
wild and hurrahing.’’ Air. Bailly was no less delighted and in-

sisted on Air. Felton's going out with him before breakfast and

staking out “a claim.” This entirely useless procedure was gone

through with; useless because the “claims” so staked were em-

braced in the “half-breed tract.” Air. Bailly was more anxious

than ever that the Feltons should make their home at Olive Grove,

and engaged to keej) them in supplies at the trading house in

return for their making a home out of it for his son Henry. The

Feltons came, accordingly, liy Imat, and reached their destination

Sei^tember 6, 1852.

The first white woman settler on the original town site was

Airs. Alahala D. Felton. The family continued the above arrange-

ment Avith the Baillys until the following spring. On their arrival

at Olive Grove they found the trading house deserted, excejAt that

Van Eensalaer Avas stolidly sitting in the sun outside. Airs. Fel-

ton, after much hunting and difficulty, prei^ared a supper and
soon introduced such civilized comforts into Olive GroA'e as only

a genuine Avoman can to any community. She made butter from

the coAA’s, cooked for the men and later on for all neAV comers, by
AA’hom her hosx)itality AAms thankfully ackuoAvledged and long

remembered.

Just previous to 'the arrival of the Feltons, some time in

Angm.st of 1852, Air. Gillson, AA’ith his Avife and tAvo daughters,

moved into the log house previously alluded to and continued to

occupy it for about tA\m years, AAdien they removed to Alissouri.

The Foster family also entered their house on Lake Isabel, and
as to E, F. Parker, the folloAving extract from a letter dated at

AVashington, D. C., 1881, Avill exiAlaiu Avhy he had for a season left

OliAm GroA'e : “July 5, 1852,” he Avrites, “I married Cynthia A,

Pond, AA'ho had resided Avith her l)rother-iu-laAV, Levi Hertzell, at

Point Douglas, I Avas the first Avhite man avIio liAmd at Avhat Avas

then called OlHe GroA'e, noAv Hastings, avIio married, but I had to

go into civilization to hunt a Avife, I Avas married l)y Rev,

Boutell, near Stilhvater, In the Avinter of 1852 I oceuiAied a
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claim afterwards called Barker's addition, which Avas in contro-

versy l)etAveen Dr. Fostei’ and Alexis Bailly. IMy shanty in the

Avoods, doAvn hy tlie slough, Avas noted for its beautiful interior

and i-eal comforts. The house Avas 12x14 feet, eig'ht feet hig'h,

chiidced Avitli moss, and Avith a (Quarter pitch roof. The bed

chamber Avas the attic, neatly decorated as a gorgeous tent and
as tasty as a refined and delicate huly could make it; and after

once reaching it, in its seclusion, Avith a beautiful and honorable

wife, the Avealth of India could Inwe added nothing to make the

boAver more hai)py or of more contentment. After descending

from tlie attic in the morning the ladder ascending thereto Avas

taken ord of doors, and Ave stood in the little parlor. Soon a cur-

tain Avas AvithdraAvn from a coiuier of the room, Avdiere, for a

brief periotl, half of the room Avas converted into a kitchen, Avhich

soon disapi)cared, so that a stranger coming in could never dream
that Ave ever ate or slept in that sweet shanty room.”

“In the year 1852,” Mr. Parker continues, “I Avas appointed

justice of tile peace, Avith a jurisdiction extending in AYabasha

county, from Pine Bend, fifteen miles beloAV St. Paul, on the

^Mississippi river, to the loAva line, and AvestAvard to the Alissouri,

and as a justice 1 married Stephen Graham to Jeanette Felton

(in 1854), the first AAdiite couple Avho Avere joined in union in that

vicinty. Ajiril 17, 1853, Cora E. Parker, my daughter, Avas born

in the Dr. Foster house, she being the first Avhite child that saAV

the light at Olive Grove. 1 may add that in the year 1870 she

Avas the first Avhite lady Avho was married at Duluth, Minn ” Par-

ker, Avith those already named, complete the list of settlers of

1852.

Up to September, 1852, the Baillys to all outward appearance

Avere interested alone in the toAvn site of OliAm Grove. September

25, 1852, an agreement Avas made and recorded at Mendota be-

tAveen Alexis Bailly, II. G. Bailly, H. H. Sibley and Alexander

Faribavdt. The first tAvo persons sold to the last two for $100

one-half interest in the tAvo claims, “eaclmof hundred and sixty

acres,” and “one froiiting on the Mississippi river,” which the

Baillys “had made at Olive Grove, and knoAAm respectively as the

Olive Grove and Farm claims.” The agreement recognized the

contemplation of laying out a toAvn plat on the aforesaid claims,

and provided that any deeds of lots thereafter given shall be

signed by all the parties to the agreement or by their duly author-

ized agents
;
also for the erection of a clAvelling and outbAiildings,

suital)le for a puldic house or tavern, in the future tOAvn, “should

it be deemed best for the interest of those concerned, by general

consent.” “It is further agreed upon and understood that when

surveyed by the government and exposed to public sale, accord-

ing to laAv and usage, the land comprised Avithin the said claims
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shall be purchased and paid for by the parties hereto, in equal

proportion, and the certificate and patent therefor shall be taken

out in the name of the said parties thereto, or that of their legal

heirs or assigns.” The above document was witnessed by Mar-

tin McLeod and AY. G. E. Panlet and the acknowledgment taken

by Ilypolite Dupuis, justice of the peace, at Alendota. That

agreement affected the settlers of Olive Grove very little in the

winter of 1852-58. An Indian squaw pitched her lodge near the

Feltons and with her little Indian girls was Airs. Felton’s most

frequent caller and principal Avoman visitant.

The year 1858 lirought many neAvcomers. In February, Bruno

Paul, a Frenchman, came from Point Douglas and liAmd in a log

house put up adjoining Dr. Poster's and belonging to Alexis

Bailly. Paid soon remoA'ed to Avliat Avas afterAvards Barker’s

addition, and E. F. Parker occupied the Bailly house. A. P. Bailly

afterAvards came himself and resided here for some years. Thomas
IIoAves, the first blacksmith, a native of England, came to the

A^ermillion rAer in the spring of 1858 and took a claim of 160

acres in section 38. Here he built the first blacksmith shop in

this vicinity.

The first death Avas that of a little child in the IIoAves family

the year of their arrival. The Feltons attended the funeral Avith

an ox team and the little one Avas buried on the A^erniillion.

0. T. Hayes located a claim in section 32 and extending to

the riAmr. Here he bought out the interests of the Feltons. Avho

had preAUOAisly marked out their boundaries. Air. Hayes brought

his family the folloAving year. In 1853 the Allison family came.

AVilliam S., the father, made a claim extending in both sections 28

and 29. AAdlliam E., his son, and Eebecca, his daughter, made
claims in section 28. Eobert Allison, another son, settled in sec-

tions 32 and 33, and his claim embraced the Ennis mill site. Alor-

rison, his brother, settled on section 20. James Alain took Van
Eensalaer's place in holding the claim at the upper falls of the

Vermillion for Justus C. Eamsey, Avhile Elbert II. Halstead and
Imother, carpenters, bought out the Osborne interest at the loAver

falls. In 1853 came a young man named Gibson from Baltimore,

described as a “gentleman” and son of slave-holding parents.

He boarded at the Buckhorn, Avhere he Avas much liked, ln;t he

neAmr intended to make settlement here. James C. Doav, Hastings'

first editor, came from Concord, N. II., this year as a laAvyer. AI.

0. AV. Truax, first deputy sheriff' in the county, Avas another

comer, Avhile P. T. Chamberlain, a son-in-laAv of the Feltons, came
from Pennsylvania, and Elijah AYilson, a pilot on the Alississippi,

and afterAvards son-in-laAV of the Feltons, came about the same
time. The latter settlers made claims in Ninninger toAvnship, but
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for a time l)oarded at the Buekhorn, whicdi had become a general

resort.

Although these settlers had come in, it must be remembered
that no houses were built this year except shanties on claims,

mostly outside of the town. The site of Hastings was covered

with burr oaks and in the low places hazel, alder and kiuiiikiuiek

hushes. There were no streets, and everything centered about the

Buekhorn, which, with its live stock, presented much the appear-

ance of a primitive New England farm, except that such a farm

Avould be adorned with other buildings.

The first frame Iniilding erected was knowia as the Bailly ware-

house. It was built by the two proprietors, as indicated by the

agreement above, and completed in the fall. One Knox, a con-

tractor from St. Paul, was the builder, and the Halsteads assisted

in the carpenter work.

The Baillys put in a stock of goods and continued as mer-

chants until 1856. At tlmt date Levi Hertzell, a heavy dealer of

Boint Douglas, took the “Avarehouse.” It was necessary in those

days to stock up in tlie fall sufficiently to last iinto the opening

of navigation in the spring, klr. Hertzell left Hastings in 1857 to

buy his stock, having on his person some $40,000. He Avas never

seen or heard from after that date, and undoubtedly Avas the

victim of some dark crime, actuated l)y a lust for spoils. In 1857

Smith & Monser Avere established in Mr. Hertzell’s headquarters.

Henry G. Bailly Avas manager of the “Avarehouse. ” His Indian

life had made him indolent. A customer asking for an article

Avas directed to “look for it,” and on finding it, did up his OAvn

bundles and maxle his oavu change.

In 1853 John Blakely, suiweyor, and assisted by young Gib-

son, both preAuously and hereafter mentioned, “platted” the

tOAvn. ]Mr. Blakely clreAV the plat roughly from his field notes,

and it Avas redra.Avn by Charles L. Emerson and sent to Noav

York to the lithographer. The survey Avas made under the direc-

tion of Alexis Bailly, “agent for the Olive Grove claim.” The

plat Avas received from NeAV York early in 1854. After the survey

the question of a name arose. Mr. Bailly, Sr., AA'ished to call it

Sibley, after one of the honored proprietors. General Sibley

Avonld not consent. Olive Grove Avas suggested, but Dr. Poster

scouted the idea of an olive grove in this rigorous climate.

Finally the four proprietors each put a name into a hat on a

slip of paper and Hastings, the middle naine of General Henry

Hastings Sibley, Avas draAvn and adopted by uiiiAmrsal consent.

In the year 1853 Henry G. Bailly had built for himself a priAmte

residence of logs principally, aftei'Avard in use by J. A. Ennis as

a constituent part of his edifice Avhich marks its place in addi-

tion 13. “The Farm Claim” Avas the east 160 acres of what is
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now that addition. Sixty-five acres were broken in 1853 and

AVilliani Felton attended to the land, raising from it various of

the ordinary crops. This was the first “farming” in the region

west of the river, except we consider an acre or more of potatoes

and vegetables Avhich had been cultured by tlie Baillys in 1852

as coming under that head.. The same year D. AY. Truax and

John Blakely, owning a breaking team in company, broke laud

on Abraham Truax 's claim and enough to hold the claim where

James Lyons lived.

The first religious services were held in 1853, first by Father

Kavoux, Catholic priest, from St. Paul, who said mass at the

“Buckhorn,” and later in the same year liy liev. T. 1\. Cressey,

Baptist clergyman, avIio preached at the same place.

AA'ith the opening of navigation in 1851 settlers came in greater

numbers than previously. The Buckhorn tavern refused to serve

longer as church, court of justice, hotel and private dwellings.

It seems incredible that forty-three people could remain of a

night in the pent-up compass of its walls. Nevertheless, such is

the fact. Men slept under the table, on the floor and on the

table. Accordingly, in the spirit of the “agreement articles,”

tlie town proprietors proceeded to erect the New England house.

Mr. Knox was again the contractor and the first legitimate “tav-

ern” was located on the corner of what is now Sibley and Second

streets on the site of the postoffice building. It was a frame

building of two stories and was later used as a residence by

John A^an Slyke, it having been moved to Ninth street. It was

torn down in 1909. It had no sign except the word “Hotel,” but

was called the Dakota House, and soon after the New England

House, by which name it was universally known.

In June, 185J, David Barker and family came to Hastings

from Prescott, AAds., and took up cpiarters as the first exclusive

hotel-keepers. They occupied the Dakota House until the fol-

lowing year, Avhen M. 0. AA’’. Truax succeeded them. Hotels

never lacked for custom, and during the years 1851-55-56 it Avas

often an exceedingly difficult matter to find lodgings, there Avas

such an influx of all castes, conditions and characters, in search

of business, homes and land.

The first blacksmith shop in the “toAAm” Avas built by Aliehael

AIcAvoy in 1851. It Avas built of logs and occupied a place on

Second street, in block 1. Its proprietor Avas chipper and cheery,

a good workman, and Avhen challenged did not hesitate to try

conclusions Avith whoever should cast the gauntlet at his feet.

Another settler of 1851, James Lyons, a natiAm of Kefield, Me.

He had come to St. Paul in 1851 and Avorked in a saAvmill at that

place. But in the third year thereafter he floated a raft of lum-

ber doAvn the rKer to Hastings Landing. Embarked upon it were
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Ids i'amily, Avith their eookiug stove, as Avell as his domestic ani-

mals, consisting of a coAV and cat. iMr. Lyons had the make-up
of a genuine pioneer, and, being unable to hire a team for the

puri)()se, he carided tlie lumber Avith Avhich to bidld a house on
Jus back one mile and a (piarter to his claim on tlie Vermillion

ill The soutliAvest (piarter of section 33. Here he built the first

house in that immetliate neighborhood, Avhere lie long lived. A.

i\l. Hayes, a laAvyer by profession, came to Hastings in 1854: and
made a (daim in section 32, bordering the Vermillion river and
adjoining his brother's. He became cpiite a prominent man in

the town, aftei'Avards serving as a. member of tin* second state

legislature in ISoO-tiO. He died in 1868. William White, a car-

])ent(*r, also came this year and added his mechanical skill to the

groAving toAvn. Previous to his arrival, hoAvever, William Lee,

the tirst contractor and Iniilder at Hastings and the first earpen-

t(*r after the Halsteads, settled on the Vermillion. Mr. Lee set-

tled on a strip of land running just east of the center and entirely

across section 2!). Here he found trees Avith the name cut upon
them, “Kebecca Allison.” Miss Allison not being the head of a

family, had no pre-emption rights, hoAvever, and i\H-. Lee entered

into the undistiu'bed possession of his claim. The lady Avas Avell

knoAvn to all the settlers of the early days and appears to have

been (piite a favorite in the eai’ly society. She afterAvards mar-

ri('d a gentleman from Chicago. Lake liebecca perpetuates, as

it bears her name. Chauncey Johnson and fanuly are also found

among the settlers of 1854. They came from Ohio and took

claims Avithin the imesent limits of both Hastings and iMarshan.

The same year Pliny StoAvell made a claim in section 33. He
came in June, and in the autumn returned to Mhssaehusetts for

his family. Mr. Uoav, father of James C. Doav, accompanied l>y

Emory Purgess, came from Concord, N. II., in 1854, and built

themselves frame residences at Hastings. Silas Bakhvin, Avho re-

turned to Illinois, also came in 1854, and settled in the corner

of Second and Ramsey streets. John Van Hoesen completed the

list. He Avas a native of Ncav York state and arrived at Hastings

Xovember 9. He livc(l on the levee from that time until Feb-

ruary of the next year, Avhen he made a claim in sections 32 and

33. On his arrival in 1854, Van Hoesen once said that the poi)u-

lation of Hastings consisted of seAumty-tAvo Avhites, and that there

Avere 800 Sioux Indians in the vicinity, 300 above and 500 beloAV

1he site of the present city. These seventy-tAvo Avhite people

formed l)ut a few families and the frame dwellings could easily

be counted on the fingers of one hand. Ncav comers Avho did not

sojourn at the hotel erected temporary and rudely constructed

huts, Avhich they soon abandoned. They then usually departed

to claims made outside the present limits of the city. Thus for
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several years there was something of a tioatiiig population. But

this was more noticeable in the years 1855-56, when immigration

was at its height.

The condition of the streets and of the land now occupied hy

huild.ings, moreover, was discouraging in the extreme in 185-f.

Hastings had then the reputation of an exceedingly muddy town.

From the corner of Second street on the southern side and extend-

ing to Vermillion street tliere was a hog formidable enough to

compel passers-by to seek the edge of the bench of land extending

to Third street rather than to traverse the bog. It was covered

by a growth of alder, hazel and kinnikinick bushes and presented

a far different appearance after liaving been cleared of its rank

growth and lilled in and made sul)stantial soil for the erection of

comely blocks. The burr oaks and underbrush as well as the

swampy places Avere then in many localities regnant Avhere the

•skill and toil of enterprising men have since Avrought an almost

incredible transformation.

In 1854 AVilliam PYlton Imilt the first AA'harf on the levee at

Hastings, and the same year established a ferry across the Alis-

sissippi. He fixed the rate of crossing at 10 cents and at the

commencement of Ids experiment earned nothing. But the tide

of immigration setting in strongly soon aftei'Avards, he reported

from to $15 as the receipts for a single day.

Hastings liegan to groAV rapidly in 1854-55 and Inisiness enter-

prises sought encouragement at this point. The Bailly Avare-

house and “hotel” have already been deseril)ed as haA'ing been

Iniilt respectively in 1853-54. The third frame building erected

and the first frame private dAvelling Avas Imilt by AVilliam Lee

for O. T. Hayes, on the corner of Second and A'ermillion streets

in block 13. Alessrs. Burgess and Doav each built themseHes

residences on Second street, block 12, but they Avere set back

near the alley. Silas BaldAvin, ]>reviously mentioned, Avas the

next to build a private frame residence, Avhich occupied the cor-

ner of block 18 and Avas the nucleus of the Tremont House. All

these dAvellings Avere erected in 1854 anti in tlu' order named. Ab)

business houses Avere bvdlt this year to rival th(» Bailly Avarehouse.

The year 1855 saAv Hastings developed into an important busi-

ness center. The first business house after that of the Baillys

Avas probably that of C. AV. Smith, aa’Iio opened a stock of “Yan-
kee notions,” and also ditl something of a millinery l)usiness on

Kamsey street, across the alley, in block 15. About the same
time, if not a A'ery little before, Alessrs. North and Clatlin built a

stone Avarehouse, later occupied by the “Gazette” office, in the

rear of block 3. They Avere commission anti general merchants.

Air. Belden opened a stock of general merchandise soon after in

block 4 on Second street, occupying the present site of Alichael
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.McHugh’s l)uilding. II. Butturff was the first furniture dealer of

the town and located across the alley on Ramsey street, block 14.

Peter Smith was the pioneer jeweler of the county. Campbell
and Van Duzen occupied the corner of Ramsey and Second
streets, where the Centennial block of Fraidv Yanz later exposed
its fine fi’ont. Theodore Bement and Philip Riley were among
the earliest firms and located on lot 8 of block 14 on Ramsey
street. The first hardware store was opened by AValwrath and
Baker on lot 5 of block 2. They sold out not long after to Messrs.

Blodgett and Pringle. The first liverymen were the Childs Broth-

ers, Clark and Henry, who began business on the site of where
the Strauss hall was later erected on Second street. Block 12,

corner of Second and Vermillion streets, was occupied by Lee
and Day’s carpenter shop. J. J. MeVey opened the first tailoring

establishment on the east side of Ramsey street. The first drug
store was established by G. AV. Edison on Second street, and
one side of the building was occupied by Air. Tripp, the pioneer

clothier. All these were biisiness enterprises of 1855, and this

year also marked the commencement of the milling interests, as

resjiects l)ofh tiour and himber, at the falls and on the levee.

Altogether the growth of Hastings was rapid, yet substantial,

throughout 1855.

The first of January, 1856, saw a population of quite 700,

most of whom had gathered at this point within one year, and
this year was the crowning one in the growth of Hastings. From
the date of the opening of navigation to July 1st there Avere

seventy-three stone and frame houses built in the town, beside

some one hundred of a temporary character, which gave way in

the autumn to durable and tasty residences. New enterprises

were established. Air. Campbell reported $1,200 as his trade for

a single day. Air. Hertzell reported $12,000 as his trade in Hast-

ings for the month of Alarcli. Everything was thriving, active

and progressive. Aloney flowed from one hand to another, cheer-

fulness was CAmrywhere prevalent and the citizens of Hastings

hoi)eful and sanguine for the future of their toAvn.

A school census Avas taken toAvard the close of that year and

shows the population to have doubled, almost trebled, in the num-

ber of the population in the year preAuous. The “Hastings Jour-

nal” gave the result as folloAvs: “The eensiis of Hastings Avas

taken during the last Aveek in December, 1856, and the first Aveek

in January, 1857, including one school district, or the toAvn

lAroper. The actual residents only have been included. The sev-

eral hotels have not been called upon to give the number of

strangers or travelers, the average to keep over night, as is usual

in Avesterii census-taking. The families of many of the business

men of the place have not yet arrived, but will be here in the
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early spring. None of those have been included. The result as

compared with the two former years is as folloAvs: Two years

ago there were a tritle over 100 imrsons in the place
;
one year

ago less than 650. According to the census recently taken there

are 425 scholars betAveen the ages of four and tAventy-one years.

There are 710 minors. There are 1,208 persons of full age. There

are 780 females and 1,138 males. AVhole number of inhabitants,

1,918. Of this number 1,080 came in since the opening of the

river navigation, April 18, 1856; more than tAvo-thirds. Idore

than three-fourths of all the buildings in this place haA'e been

erected since that time.”

During the years 1857-58 there Avas an era of hard times. The

financial crash that visited all parts of the country alike in the

former year and has passed into its general history Avas especially

severe in this ucav country, Avhere rates of interest Avere high and

money in great demand. Speculation had become almost a

frenzy previously, and it Avas often a most melancholy truth that

men Avere ‘‘land poor.” FUe per cent per month Avas paid upon
notes after their maturity, auAl consequently debts Avould double

themselves in tAventy months. TAventy thousand dollars in gold

Avas offered for a lot that Avas afterAvards foreclosed for a S500
mortgage, and yet Hastings greAV in many Avays. notAvithstand-

ing all this. The Hastings ‘‘Independent” of July 25, 1857, noted

the making of se\"eral improvements and the erection of several

buildings. It also spoke proudly of the manufacturing interests

of the tOAvn, and adds that much machinery Avas being receUed

at the leAu^e, stating furthermore that more freight Avas receiAmd

at this point than any otlier on the river hetAveen Dulmque and
St. Paul.

But the hard times continued in their effects until the break-

ing out of the Avar, Avhen the farmers began to flourish again and

business generally to improAm. From that time the groAvth of

Hastings Avas substantial rather than rapitl, and consequently

achieAmd the reputation as a thoroughgoing and substantially

prosperous business point.

PIONEER EXPERIENCES.

General W. G. LeDuc, one of the state's most distinguished

citizens, has Avritten an account of his coming to Hastings and of

the eAmnts AAdiich led up to his locating here, AAdiich the editors

of this Avork haA'e been fortunate in securing. The general's ac-

count is, in part, as folloAvs :

Some time during the summer of 1855 a friend of mine from
Ohio, came to St. Paul (Avhere General LeDuc at that time kept

a book stoi’e and j^racticed law) and seeing a notice in a iieAvs-
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paper that the goverumeut surveyors had discovered a trout

stream a few miles south of Oliver’s Grove (afterward Hastings),

we took a livery team and drove twenty miles to the landing

(Hastings) and here we crossed the (Mississippi on a small flat

l)oat, Abe Truax l)eing the ferryman. He said he had heard the

surveyors talk about that trout stream, and that by following

the surveyors’ stakes we coidd not miss it. Being late in the day,

Truax led off in a rapid walk, and, crossing the Vermillion creek,

he soon found the survey stake and started south on the marked
line across the beautiful prairie. * On our return, while

fording the Vermillion, a man accosted me whom I recognized as

a client named Graham, a millwright, for whom I had acted in a

lawsuit in St. Paul. He wished to see me on business and fol-

lowed us down to file Baillys and explained the situation. He
liad made a claim to eiglity acres of land embracing a part of

the falls of the Vermillion, had built a board shanty and was liv-

ing there with his wife and children. Some St. Paul speculators

had sent a man named Jim Main to hold the falls of the Ver-

million, but he had no house and no family and declared he was
holding the claim for Gus Kamsey and Alex AVilkin, whose claims

were both made before the survey lines were established. After

the survey it was evident that Graham and Alain were both on

the same cpiarter section, Graham being an actual settler with his

family on the land, and Alain an employe of others. I advised

Graham that he was in rightful possession and told him that he

should claim the entire cpiarter section, and if Alain became ob-

jectionable to drive him off’.

Not long after this the United States land office was estab-

lished at Red AViug, with AA". AV. Phelps as register and Christ

Graham as receiver. They gave notice that the office would be

open for business on a certain day. AVhen the day came I Avas

present with Graham and his witnesses to prove his claim-right

to the land. On my demand for a hearing, I Avas informed that

there Avas a contest noted in the case and that there Avould be a

hearing tAvo Aveeks from that date. ANilliam Hollingshead was the

attorney for the adverse claimant. AA^hen tlie time for the hear-

ing Avas approaching I Avent to Hollingshead ’s office and offered

him a seat in my sleigh, as it Avas lonesome riding alone, and the

ice on the river was getting unsafe. He said he kneAv the ice Avas

l)ad. He had heard that a man Avith a team had broken through

near Red Rock and he tried to persuade me to postpone the trip.

But I had promised my client to meet him at Hastings, and that

far I decided to go, if no further. Hollingshead said that lie

Avould not risk his life for all the land in Alinnesota, but asked

me if I Avould take a carpet bag for him in case I should go. He

said that Phelps had left the bag the last time he Avas in St.
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Paul; that it hadn’t mucdi in it but a dirty shirt or two. “Yes,*’

said I, “ I AAull throAV it in the sleigh
;
I may send it down from

Hastings in ease I do not go myself. X^othing valuable in it, I

suppose?” “No,” he replied; “send it down from Hastings, if

yon Avish.” AYhile driving doAvn Avith the carpet liag for com-

pany, it occurred to me that I had not heard of any Ausit that

Phelps had made to St. Paul recently, and that carpet bag seemed

hardly suitable for a United States land officer to carry. Conse-

quently 1 concluded that it might have an affidaAut for the con-

tinuation of the case in Avhich I Avas interested. AYhen I arrUed

at Bailly’s trading post (Hastings) 1 found Bailly, and explain-

ing the situation to hhn, asked him to take charge of the carpet

bag and deliver it Avhen he passed tlirough Bed AA'ing, Avliich he

probably Avould do some time Avithin a Aveek or so. Bailly, Avho

loAmd a joke, Avhether drunk or sober, cheerfully took charge of

the hag, Avhich really did contain the pernicious document. I

took Graham and his Avitnesses and Avent doAvn to Red AYing,

proved up my case, and demanded my certificate. The officers

hesitated and finally declined to give it to me, as they said they

Avere sure a contest Avas intended in this case. They further de-

clared that they Avere neAV to the business and did not Avant to

make a mistake, hut if I Avould take a letter to Dr. Hoyt, of

Hudson, and get an ansAver that it Avould be all right to issue the

certificate, they Avould gB'e it to me. I felt sure this Avas only

a ruse to gain time to send to St. Paul and notify Ilollingshead,

and I also felt sure that the laud officers Avere in the confidence

of the adverse parties, hut I told Graham I thought Ave could

checkmate the moAm by getting the letter to Dr. Hoyt at Hudson
and an ansAver back before they could get a notice to the parties

at St. Paul. I took Graham and his tAvo Avitnesses in my sleigh,

and drove at a lively gait to Hastings. Leaving one of the Avit-

nesses (my client's brother) at the crossing of the rXer at Point

Douglas Avhere the Hastings road dUerged from the St. Paul road

to hide in the l)rush and note if any messenger Avas sent from

Red Wing to St. Paul, I Avent on my Avay to Hastings. About
dark he returned and reported that Jacob Day, of Red AYing, had
passed up tOAvard St. Paul. In a hurry I got a fresh team and
Avith Graliam started about 8 o'clock OAmr the bluffs for Hudson,

tAventy or more miles aAvay. AYe had never been there, hut had
the general direction, and there Avas .snoAv on the grotind, more
than a plenty in some of the drifts Ave encountered. There Avas

no road until Ave found the trail from Stilhvater to Hudson, Avhich

Ave then folloAved across Lake St. Croix. By disturl)ing some
sleepers Ave found the house of the land officer, Dr. Hoyt, at 2

o’clock in the morning. I explained the necessity AAdiich com-

pelled the early visit
;
delWered the letter and listened Avith ap-
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])roval to tlie doctor’s emphatic English and Latin denunciation

of tlie tAvo land speculators, Avho had caused him no end of trou-

ble. and the land oflicers at Red AVing, who Avere being decoyed

by them. lie AAU'ote a A'ery emphatic reply and told us to be Amry

careful of the ice on the lake. AVe left Hudson and arrived at

Hastings foi- an early breakfast, after Avhich, taking my team, Ave

lost no time in getting to Red AYing, Avhere aa^c astonished the

land officers by presenting the reply of Dr. Hoyt. AYithoid fur-

ther delay or discussion, the certilicate Avas signed and delivered.

As soon as I reached my office in St. Paul 1 enclosed the certitl-

cates in a letter to our delegate in congress, the ITon. Henry AI.

Rice, at Washington, Avith a statement of the case and a request

that he urge an immediate issue of the patent. This he did Avith

much pleasure, as he Avas not friends, politically, Avith the specu-

lators.

1 soon had the pleasure of deliA’ering to Graham his patent.

He remarked: “1 only started to get eighty acres; you haAm

obtained lt>() and have been to all the expense of time and money,

and 1 have no money to pay you. If you Avill be satisfied to take

one-half as your fees and Avill join me in putting up a grist mill,

make out a deed, and I and my Avife Avill sign it.” It Avas so

done, and 1 thus became interested in the A'^ermillion falls. Gra-

ham soon prepared a plan for a mill and commenced to build.

He took the stem of an oak tree, eighteen feet long, rounded the

bottom to fit a cast-iron cup morticed for arms and made a pre-

cussion Avheel Avhich Avas enclosed in a strong box to Avithstand

the pressure of eighteen feet of falling Avater, AAddeh Avas the

driAung poAver of the mill. On the top of this oak shaft Avas a

burr stone, Avhich did the grinding. The smut mill and other

cleaidng apparatus and bolts Avere run by a friction Avheel of

Avood, built on the main shaft beloAV the floor on Avhich the stone

rested. The building Avas a frame structure abord 40xG0 feet,

tAvo stories and an attic, in Avhich Avas the bolting chest.. The

mill did good Avork and there Avas plenty of Avork to be done as

soon as the mill Avas finished, though really' finished it never Avas.

Graham got in debt to any and eA^eryone, and thoAight he saAV a

better chance to mill on the flannoii river. 1 bought him out,

assuming his debts and paying him •‘r7,000 cash.

Some time before 1 had bought the interest of Juan Batiste

Farribaidt in the toAvu site of Hastings. This tOAvn-site claim Avas

made by Alexis Bailly and his son, Henry G. Bailly, Henry IT.

Sibley and J. B. Farribault, father-in-laAV of Alexis Bailly, each

having one-fourth interest. A portion of the toAvn-site claimed

had been roughly suiweyed and .staked out into toAvn lots. Parri-

bault and his son-in-laAV, Bailly, did not agree, and Farribault

did not Avish to come in contact Avith Bailly in any Avay. Sibley,
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acting for Farribanlt, sold me the latter's interest, and 1 after-

\vard sold one-half to AY. K. Rogers. Aly interests were now
more with Hastings than with St. Paul property, and in 1857 I

sold my book business and the house and lot on AYabasha and

Third streets, St. Paul, also my AYest St. Paul property, and

moved my family to Hastings, Avhere I took charge of the town

site and milling business. I erected a new and comfortable

dwelling house at the mill and put in an overshot wheel and

other machinery in the mill building, doubling the capacity,

Avhich was taxed to the utmost. Immigrants were thronging in

from Alinnesota, from the eastern states and from Europe. The

Catholic bishop of St. Paul saw the opportunity to increase his

communicants and imported from Germany anti Ireland a large

nunilmr of settlers and located them on the fertile lands of Da-

kota county, where they soon turneil over the prairie sod and

made themselves independent by raising wheat.

Mrs. S. N. Greiner has written the following in regard to early

experiences in Hastings: “It was a notable day for Imvina

Johnson, later Airs. S. N. Greiner, when the steamer AYar Eagle

landed her with her parents and two brothers at the Hastings

levee Sunday morning,. July 9, 1854. The little village then pre-

sented a wild appearance with thick woods all around, no roads

but Indian trails here and there, and only tliree houses to be

seen. AYe stopped at Buckhorn tavern, a small log house near

the corner of Second and A-Yrmillion stx’eets, standing first in the

rear of Emerson & Cavanaugh’s grocery store. The second house

was a small store or Indian trading post on the bank of the river

near the levee, owned by the Bailly brothers, their farm being-

laid off in lots for the city. The third house was the City Hotel,

a small hotel, on the corner of Second and Ramsey streets, where

the postoffice now stands. As both hotels were full to overflowing

with land-seekers, almost without exception of the sterner sex,

it was quite an event to see a woman and three small childi’en

among the new-comers. Air. Stowell at this time was building

a house one mile south of the river and “l)atching it” in a small

shanty near l)y, but staying at the Buckhorn on Sundays. He
saw our crowded condition and offered to rent his shanty to us

on condition that we take him as a hoarder. AA"e gladly accepted,

but found that the shanty was only 12 by 18 feet, with only

enough board floor to accommodate two beds placed endwise,

with just enough space between to pile our dry goods boxes up
to the slanting board roof. One bed was curtained off' for our

I)oarder, and the other had a trundle bed underneath, so we Avere

all snugly stoAved aAvay Avhen nightfall came. Our stove, table,

and nearly everything else, Avas on the dirt floor and Avith a quilt

for a door Ave commenced our pioneer life. Often Ave Avere obliged
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to go to Prescott Avith a skiff for supplies. Indians often visited

us, ])ut Avere quite ])eaceal)le. Late that fall Ave AAutnessed an In-

dian Avar dance in front of the City hotel. The tAvo Indian tribes,

the Sioux and the ChippeAvas, Avere deadly enemies, the Missis-

.sippi being the diviiling line, Avith the Sioux on the Hastings side.

Big Sioux bi-aves every year brought in their trophies of Chip-

pcAva scalps and celelu’ated Avith a Avar dance. ]\Iy father, Avith

another pioneer, brought lumber for our ueAv cottage at Minne-

haha falls, making a raft of it and coming doAvn the klississippi

I'iver. As Ave had come part of the Avay from Galena by ox team,

Ave found the team Auuy useful at this time. In November, we
moved from the shanty into our neAV cottage, at the corner of

Fifth and Ashland streets. That Christmas, as several families

had located here in the meantime, Ave young people all gathered

near our house to slide doAvn hill, also inviting some big Indian

boys to slide Avith us, there being several tents or AvigAvams on

the hill. All Avent Avell until I for mischief tripped a big Indian

boy’s sled, causing him to ti}) over in the snoAV bank. This

caused much sport for the young folks, but spoiled my fun for the

day, foi- Avhcn he finished his ride and came to the top of the

hill he caught me and gave me a hug and a kiss, frightening me so

that I Avent in the house. But, insteatl of being angry at this, he

came often to see me all Avinter. If he did not see me he Avould

ask Avhere papoose Avas, and in the spring he l)rought me beautiful

Avild tioAvers from the Avoods. Finding out one day that I had

a girl chum Ausiting me, the next day he brought his Indian chum,

both dressed in their best, each Avith a boiiquet, which they had

gathered for us. AVe heard them say that they Avould like to

steal us if there Avere not so many Avhites about, but they made
us no trouble, and the following summer they Avere ordered Avith

their kiuspeople further Avest. In the meantime, many houses

Avere being built and so many coming in that a schoolhouse was

erected on the corner of Sixth and Spring streets and Mary A.

Nichols Avas the first summer’s teacher. This, I think, Avas in

1855. I Avon the first prize ever given to a school pupil in Has-

tings. Later, a larger schoolhouse Avas built on Fifth street, near

Vermillion, called TAvitchell school and taught by Luther

TAvitchell and sister
;
later by three other teachers. Still later,

a schoolhouse Avas built on the same lot where our high school

now stands. The school was taught by Charles Etheridge and the

Rogers sisters. In 1869 or 1870 the school Avas graded.

“In 1854 a small log house stood on the spot where J. A.

Ennis’ house noAv stands. In this house, occupied by Mr. Truax,

our first Sunday-school was held. We, with our two nearest

neighbors, attended, going with ox teams.

“I remember a thrilling incident of the early days which con-
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cerned Mary Ann Nichols, our first school teacher. She boarded

Avith her sister, Mrs. James Lyon, across the Vermillion river in

South Hastings, crossing the river on planks and walking to

school one and a half miles, Avith no road or lAath through the

Avoods and across the prairie. One eAmning a large bear folloAAmd

her to the river, but Avhen she crossed on the planks Bruin took

another trail.”

Dr. Thomas Foster, avIio, aside from the traders, Avas the first

settler of the present site of Hastings, Avrote to AV. H. i\Iitchell,

in 1868, the folloAving letter, AA’liich cannot fail to he of interest

to those interested in the early history of Hastings.

“On the tAventy-first of August, 1851, the day after the signing

of the treaty of Mendota made Avith the Sioux Indians, by AAdiieh

they sold their right to roAm OAmr a A’ast territory on the Avest

hank of the Mississippi, including the AA'hole of Dakota county,

I traA'eled Avith Alexis Bailly, Sr., to the present toAAm site of

Hastings and there made the claim embracing the south shore of

Lake Isabel, the beairtiful lakelet inserted into the city plat of

Hastings. The first frame house built in Hastings Avas my home
upon this lake. It Avas commenced in the Avinter of 1851-52. The

body of the house, though it Avas afterAvards Aveatherboarded,

l)lastered and gothicized, Avas constructed of logs. Alexis Bailly,

Sr., Alexis P. Bailly and Henry Bailly, his tAvo sons, and old John

‘Blaekhanti,’ as Ave used to call him, their man of all Avork, an

old discharged soldier and cpiite a character in his Avay, assisted

in the Avork of putting it up. The elder Mr. Truax, of Point Doug-

las, did part of the carpenter Avork, and Daniel AY. Tx-uax, his son,

and EclAvard F. Parker, helped on the building, Avhieh Avas finally

finished by Albert H. Halstead and Hiram Halstead, carpenters,

Avho made claims on the Vermillion Bluff or Prairie, opposite the

loAver stone flouring mill, on the Vermillion, built by me, in

partnership Avith GoA^ernor Eamsey as joint OAvner.

“AVhen I arriA'ed in Hastings there Avas one log house in it,

Avhich had been built several years before under the pretext of an

Indian trading license, being OAvned by the Bailly, General Henry
Hastings Sibley, and Alexander Faribault, then of 5Iendota, later

of the toAvn of Faribault, in Rice county. The latter subsecpxently

sold out one-third interest to AVilliam G. Le Due. The log trading

house stood near the IMississippi in the center of Vermillion street,

near its junction AAuth Second street, and Avas long ago pulled

doAAm, but not until it became quite famous to the immigrants for

the pleasant hospitality displayed there by 5Ir. and i\Irs. "William

Fenton. The first house after this was my OAvn, as I have stated.

Next, the store of the Baillys Avas erected and soon afteiuvard the

hotel of the toAAm, long knoAvn as the NeAV England house, on

Second street, Avas built, both by the tOAvn proprietors. The first
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wliite man to settle on the town site after the treaty was my-
self. i\Ir. Felton was the next, and his good lady was the first

Avhite woman settler. IMy wife, Mrs. Hanna E. Foster, was the

next 'ady settler of the town. One of the earliest houses built in

the vieinity tvas hy ]\Ir. Gillson, occupied by him, his wife and
ttvo daughters.

‘AVhen I came dotvii to the site of Hastings, on August 12,

18f)l, Mr. Dailly took me to see the A^ermillian falls, Avhicli was
then in undisturhetl natural beauty. Here 1 found a pole shanty

occupied hy a young man named A^an Kensalaer, tvlio had been

in the ‘patriot’ war in Canada, and Atms holding (under a trader’s

license) the falls claim, for himself, for Justus C. Kanisey (lirother

of the governor), and others. \Ve also found at this falls shanty

Abraham Truax, Avho was in A^an Rensalaer’s employ, but who
had a shanty and claim of his own on the other side of the Ver-

million just below the falls.”

John H. Case, in a letter to Charles A. Forbes, relates the fol-

loAving :

‘
‘

I did not see Hastings until 185(i, and previous to that

time all 1 knoAv about Hastings, except what is in books, is from

talks and correspondence Avith pioneers that came to Dakota

county before I did. The first lumber yard at Hastings Avas a

small one, OAvned by Elijah AAdlson, late in 1853. AAdlson after-

Avards jn-eempted land in Niniuger tOAvnship and Avas a felloAV

toAvusman of mine. The location of the lumber yard Avas hetAveen

the present Libbey mill and the outlet of the little brook that

runs from Indian spring. AATlson lived at the old Buckhorn, kept

at that time hy AVilliam Felton, Avhose daughter he afterAvard

married. The Buckhorn tavern stood hack from the corner of

Second and A^ermillion streets Avhere noAV stands the horse shed in

the rear of the O’Brien Brothers’ saloon. ‘Bige’ AAuson and Abe
Tniax have both pointed out the location to me. Elijah AVilson

told me that in 185-1 he brought James BurAvell and Alonzo Day
doAvn from St. Paid on a raft of lumber. They brought on that

raft a coav, some chickens, and other things. Day preempted land

in Nininger tOAvnship and Avas, I belieAm, a brother of B. and A. A.

Day, of Hastings. I met one of the carpenters Avho Avorked on the

old NeAV England house that stood on the i>resent site of the post-

office, corner of Second and Sibley streets, on February 22, 1895.

He told me that they finished shingling the roof to the hotel on

November 17, 1853, and that it Avas finished in the spring of 1854.

AVhen the Avater Avas high enough some of the pioneers ran some

of their small lumber rafts doAvn through Nininger slough and

Tjake Rebecca, for they could make an easier landing near the

outlet of the lake and haul the lumber on a higher ridge, as there

Avas some SAvamp land, in the earlier days, east of this ridge.
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I have myself run several small rafts down through the slough

and lake in high water.”

I. D. Hoskins, now of Los Angeles, Cal., AVrites to Hon. F. M.

Crosl)v as folloAvs : “I landed in Hastings in the summer of 1854,

from the old stern-wheel steamer Audnmou, but it Avas not until

the spring of 1855 that I became a resident. At that time I

opened the first lumber yard in the city, Avhieh at that time had

only a fcAV settlers and only one store, kei^t by Mr. Bailly, Avho

had married a daughter of the original Faribault. I saAv him

once, but he died in 1856, nearly 9(3 years old. In the latter part

of the eighteenth century he had taken up his abode Avith the

Indians and had possession of the island in the mouth of the St.

Peters (Minnesota) river. At the time of my coming to settle

in Hastings, in the spring of 1855, I found there, A. M. and 0. T.

Hays, Avhom I had knoAvn in Xcav Hampshire, and Jim Doav, avIio

had been a pupil of Frank Pierce, young laAvyers eager to Avrite

their names on the roll of fame. i\Ir. Felton and IMr. Barker Avere

justices of the peace
;

it Avas the latter ,av1io sentenced a culprit

to pay for the cigars for all present in the courtroom.

“I Avas one of the original organizers of the Republican party

in Dakota county. "We held our couAmntion at a farmhouse, above

Avhere Nininger noAv is, in the spring of 1856. A. M. Hays and

myself Avere the delegates from Hastings, and i\Ir. Gibbs, Avho

liAmd near Pine Bend, Avas also one. AfterAvard, in Chicago, at

the time of the great fire, he Avas chief manager of the iminense

funds raised for the relief of the destitute. At one time, in 1856,

I OAvned several lots on the levee. All Avent for taxes, but my
residence that I built in 1855 in the corner of Bill Allison's field,

afterAvards platted, is still standing, in good repair, and occupied

by Mr. Marshall. It must be one of the oldest houses in the city.

I liaA'e a list of names of the most of those avIio settled in that

part of Dakota county tributary to Hastings in 1855 and 1856.

“In 1856 political discussions AVere exciting in Hastings and
culminated in arranging for a duel Avith pistols betAveen Jim Doav

and j\Ir. Pritchard. Doc Ayers and myself Avere the seconds, and.

it is needless to say, Ave caused it to be a bloodless duel. Dick

AYashington Avas the instigator of the duel. He Avas killed as a

member of the Black Horse CaA'alry. It was his mother Avho Avas

a AA'ashington and his father took her name Avhen they Avere

married, so Air. Hillary told me, and he kneAv.”

James A. Smith, of Hastings, noAV deceased, Avas for many
years closely identified with the groAvth and cleAmlopmeut of the

city, took active interest in both public and municipal affairs

and Avas also connected Avith several business enterprises. For
many years he Avas engaged in the grain business and controlled
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a line of elevators at Hampton, Vermillion, Appleton and Hast-

ings. He also was a stockholder and director of the German-
American Bank and had a seat in the Chamber of Commerce at

Minneapolis. A highly respected and influential citizen, he was
well liked for his honesty and integrity and enjoyed the respect,

esteem and confidence of ail. James A. Smith was born in New-
bury, N. H., December 6, 1831, and received his education at

that place, after which he worked with his father in the flour

mills. In the early fifties he came to Minnesota and obtained

employment in the flour mills at Northfield, where he remained

until 1862, Avhen he came to Hastings and engaged in the grain

business for himself, which he continued the remainder of his

life. He also owned several farms in this and other counties and

was considered very successful. He was a Democrat in politics

and at the time of his death was serving as alderman of the city.

He belonged to the Presbyterian church and was a member of

the Masonic order. Januai’y 1, 1881, he was married to Ida B.

Powers, of Hastings, daughter of J. L. and Esther (Fenner)

Powers, the former of whom was a carpenter and contractor,

which occupation he followed all his life. He died July 19, 1895,

and the mother died October 1, 1886. To Mr. and Mrs. Smith

were born four children: James A., who is assistant cashier in

the Bank of Knapp, AVis.
;
John L., Esther G. and Jeannette, who

live at home.

BOUNDARIES.

The board of county commissioners met at Kaposia, July 4,

1853, and organized Hastings, as one of the three election pre-

cincts of the county, with the following boundaries : All in the

comity east of a line beginning at Phillip’s claim on the Missis-

sippi, about a mile below Pine Bend, thence running due south

to the county line. The first election was ordered at the house

of Henry G. Bailly, or the Buckhorn, and the judges were John

Blakeley, Dr. Poster and E. P. Parker. Hastings precinct was

made school district No. 3, though other districts were formed

afterward, and was divided into road districts. The county

board were the principal governing officers, while one, and after-

wards two, justices of the peace preserved the majesty and dig-

nity of the law. Edward P. Parker was the first justice, ap-

pointed in 1852, and William Felton was elected for 1854-56, and

John Van Hoesen, for 1856-58. The early justice trials were full

of incident and often ludicrous in the extreme. The assessor

was another official of the precinct and John Bassett, an early

settler of Nininger, was the first whose name appears in the

records. The taxable property of the precinct, reported July 10,

1854, was $23,292.
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April 9, 1856, otlier precincts being formed in the comity, that

of Hastings was reduced to tOAvnships 113 and 114, range 17 west,

ami all in the county of townships 114 and 115, range 16 west, and

115, range 17, Avith tAVO tiers of sections on the east side of the

toAAuiships 114 and 115, range 19 AA^est, except sections 25, 26, 35

and 36 of tOAvnship 114, range 18 AA^est. The election Avas held at

the schoolhouse in Hastings, and John AYlialey, G. Thorne and

II. Sprague AA^ere the judges of the same. January, 1857, the pre-

cinct Avas reduced to all in the county of toAAmship 115, ranges 16

and 17 AAmst
;
also north half of tOAAUiship 114, range 17 AA-est, and

all in the county of the north half of tOAAuiship 114, range 16 AAmst.

The last modification of the Hastings precinct, AAdiich disappeared

altogether the folloAA'ing year, Avas made June 18, 1857. It then

consisted of the same district as formed, or aa’US bounded, by the

corporate limits of the city of Hastings, auz. ; All of tOAAUiship 115,

range 17 AA’est, except sections 18, 19, 30, 31, 25 and 26.

Hy special act of the territorial legislature, the city of Has-

tings AA'as incorporated IMareh 7, 1857, and comprised sections

20, 29, 32, 33, 34 and 35 and fractional sections 16, 17, 21, 22, 23,

26, 27 and 28, all being in tOAvnship 115 north, of range 17 AAmst

of the fifth principal meridian. The city had three AA'ards and

Avas endoAA’ed AA'ith the customary municipal poAA'ers.

By a special act of Alarch 8, 1861, the AA-estern boundary of

the city aauas changed to a line running through the centers of

sections 20 and 17. At the session of Alarcli 4, 1871, the city

charter AAms amended and modified and an additional A\mrd estab-

lished. At the same session also, for police pui’iAOses, the juris-

diction of the city of Hastings AAms extended to the foot of the

bluffs in AA'ashington county, on the other side of the riAmr. This

AA'as made necessary from the ease Avith Avhich the lawless could

resort to that side for the perpetration of their various iniquities.

HASTINGS TOWNSHIP.

At a meeting of the board of county commissioners at Has-

tings, April 6, 1858, Hastings tOAAmship AAms declared to consist of

all, in the county, of toAAmship 115, range 17, except sections 18,

19, 30 and 31; also all in the county of toAAmship 115, range 16,

and the folloAving sections in toAvnship 116, range 16, viz. : sec-

tions 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 16, 17 and 18.

This Avas the death bloAV to the old Hastings precinct. But
toAvnship history of Hastings is brief. After the tOAvnship organi-

zation, G. S. WinsloAv, J. B. Griswold and Oliver Patch were ad-

mitted, as members from Hastings, to the county board, the last

tAvo gentlemen from the first and second Avards of the city.

Nothing of importance or interest was transacted under the tOAvn-
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ship regime. -June 5, 1860, on petition to the county l)oard, sec-

tions 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, of township 114, range 17, were
taken from ]\Iarshan and attaclied to Hastings, making the latter

quite an extensive territory. But, Septemlmr 5th, of the same
year, Hastings township was declared to he Ravenna, and still

heai's the name.

By a special act of IMarch 8, 1861, the western halves of those

s(M-tions were attached to Nininger hy vote of the county hoard,

on a petition to that effect i)resent(*d Septemher 4, 1861. On the

iirst vote the measure was defeated, hut passed in I'econsideration

S(q)temher 9th. Thus all the territory formerly embraced in

Hie Hastings iireciilct, and later in the Hastings township, was
reduced to the present city limits.

TOWN SITE AND ADDITIONS.

August 7, 1854, Alexander I^''aril)ault transferreil his undivided

one-fourth interest to General AY. (I. Jje Due for .+4,000; but the

quit-claims deed embraced some other lands as well. Alexis and
H. G. Bailly, II. H. Sibley and AY. G. Jje Due, like other settlers,

had no other title than that Avhich their occupancy gave them
until 1855. In this year, Andrew G. Chattield, as .judge of the

county courts of Dakota county, entered the following lands in

trust to the use and for the henetits of the occupants thereof,

according to their respective interests under the provisions of the

act of Congress, passed Alay 22, 1844, and known as the town site

act. That entry included the following described lands : Lots 1

and 2, in section 22
;
lot 1, and the southeast quarter of northeast

ipiarter and east half of southea.st quarter of section 28, and lots

I, 2 and 8, and the southwest rpiarter of northwest quarter of

section 27, in township 115 north, of range 17 west; containing in

the aggregate, 310 22/100 acres. February 13, 1855, a receipt

was given for this land at the United States land office, then

established at Red AATng, to the amount of +387.77.

In further execution of the trust -Judge Chattield deeded to

the above proprietors all the lands described above except lots

2 and 8, in section 27, those lying on Lake Isabel, at its western

extremity. The date of the instimment was -Tidy 5, 1855, and

the aggregate of the parcels of land Avas 252 22/100 acres. The

lots omitted in the deed, but contained in the entry, he afterward

deeded in trust under the statute to other partic^s for the benefit

of the town proprietors. The lands embraced by the deed of 1855

included what Avas knoAAUi previously as the “Olive Grove claim.”

The tOAAUi site Avas originally suiweyed hy -John Blakeley in

1854. The original toAvn Avas replatted at the order of the city

council l)y L. L. Bassford, C. E., and certified to in February,
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1867. Its limits were the Mississippi river and a short distance

of the outlet of Lake Rebecca on the north, Eighth street on the

south, Bailly street on the east, and the inner edge of a strip of

land two lots deep, extending l)eyond Forest street, on the west.

These boundaries, thus given for ordinary convenience, in-

cluded only about 100 acres. In the second plat of the town cer-

tified to by John Blakeley June 22, 1854, the strip of laud lying

north of Lake lsal)el and extending to tlie western limit of

Barker's addition, appeared as “ Bailly ’s addition,” a name of

which it was later deprived. This plat included lot 3, in section

27, Avhich Avas not entered, l)y Judge Chattield, in trust for the

toAvn proprietors, l)ut Avas entered l)y Bruno Paul at the Red
AVing land office, April 27, 1855. This Avas doubtless done in the

real interest of Alexis Bailly, since Paid sold the amount of the

entry, 29.9 acres, to him on the folloAviug day.

In the plat of the tOAim, made by Benjamin Deusmore, and

recorded July 21, 1855, the east half of the southeast rpiarter of

section 28, AAduch Avas deeded to the proprietors by Judge Chat-

tield, as aboA'e, Avas included as a part of the toAAUi, in addition

to the lands Avhich Avere given a place in the prcAdous plats. The

remaining parcel of land Avliich, at a later date, constituted the

platted city of Hastings, Avere attached from time to time as

“additions,” bearing the Amrious names.

The soutliAvest quarter of section 27 Avas entered l)y Alexis

P. Bailly, February 15, 1855. This he subseciuently sold to the

loAvn proprietors and among them, to II. G. Bailly, his brother.

These parties sold to others, either in Avhole or in part, and the

folloAviug additions Avere laid out and recorded: II. G. Bailly 's,

June 21, 1856; T. B. Tripp’s, January 7, 1857; AA”. C. Herndon's,

April 4, 1857
;
H. B. Hancock's and Oliver D. Russel's sidxliAdsion

of Bailly ‘s addition, January 2, 1858. The quarter section ad-

joining the above on the south Avas entered l\v AV. II. H. Graham,

Alarcli 3, 1855, and embraced the upper falls of the AYrmillion.

BidAsequently Graham sold to AA". G. Le Due, and Le Due's addi-

tion Avas recorded June 19, 1856. It contained not more than tAvo-

tifths of the quarter section, hoAVCA'cr, and Avas all on the north

side of the riAmr.

Vermillion, south of the river, was added to Hastings, April

23, 1856, and Truax’s addition to Vermillion, iAIay 21, 1858.

Both these additions are contained in the 160 acres of laud

entered Octolmr 19, 1855, by Abraham Truax, and lying in the

soutliAvest quarter of section 34. Belden and Young’s addition

Avas attached to Hastings April 30, 1857, and Young's addition

jMay 4, 1857. They Avere both included in the eighty acres of

the one hundred and sixty, in section 33, entered by Pliny StOAvell,

February 13, 1855, and AAdiich had been settled upon by him the
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year before. Allison’s addition Avas recorded February 28, 1856,

and Hancock, Thomas & Company’s, June 6, 1856. These AA^ere

included in eighty acres, or the Avest half of the southeast quar-

ter of section 28, AAdiich, together Avith the eighty acres adjoining

on the Avest, Avas entered by William E. Allison October 17 and

18, 1855.

Addition number thirteen aauxs recorded February 18, 1858.

This comprised the “Farm claim” mentioned in the agreement of

1852, bi;t not included in the entry for, nor the deed to, the

tOAAUi proprietors in 1855. It AAms entered by Henry O. Bailly,

October 31, of the latter year, and Avas described as the A\mst

half of northeast quarter and east half of nortliAAmst quarter of

section 28, toAAnship 115, range 17 AA'est.

The eighty acres lying immediately west, and also included in

the addition, Avas entered by Michael McAAny, the first l)lacksniith

of the tOAAui proper and preAuously mentioned. AVhether both of

these entries AAmre made under any private understanding Avith

the toAvn proprietors or not, it appears that McAvoy sokl to them,

or to the “Hastings Company,” as they Avere sometimes called,

August 7, 1855, the same day that he made the entry. Mr. Bailly

likeAvise made a similar transfer in the folloAving November.

EdAvard D. Barker’s addition, at the northeast extremity of

Lake Isabel, Avas attached to Hastings April 5, 1856. The original

entry Avas made IMay 7, 1855, liy John Barker, father of EdAvard

D., and included lot 5 of section 27, containing 32.98 acres. This

“Barker addition” Avas the scene of much “claim jumping,” and

the cause of much contention and some legal difficidties in the

early days.

As early as 1850 G. AY. Campbell obtained a license from

Governor Ramsey to trade Avith the Indians on this side of the

river, Air. Campbell then residing at Point Douglas. This license

did not permit him to estal»lish a regular post, but to carry on a

miscellaneous trade. It Avas obtained, hoAvever, simply for the

purpose of making a claim, Avhich was staked out in the fall of

1850 and comprised eighty acres, including “Barker’s addition,”

and extending beyond the “slough.” This “claim” Air. Campbell

sokl to the Baillys in 1852 for ^1^200.

E. F. Parker soon entered upon the scene, and reported that

at the time the claim Avas in controversy betAveen Dr. Foster

and Alexis Bailly. Bruno Paul also became concerned as a cham-

pion of the Baillys, and after something of an interval of general

dissension the Barkers proved the successful claimants, and the

addition Avas made in their name. Air. Campbell, in company

Avith a Air. Norris, afterAvards interested himself again in this

tract, and liought tAventy-seven lots for $480, a speculation Avhich,

he states, resulted profitably to himself and partner. The lots
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and blocks in Avhich the original town site had been platted, found

a ready sale and were deeded by the proprietors, jointly, to the

various purchasers.

December 5, 1855, deeds of partition were also executed be-

tween the Baillys, Sibley, and Le Due, so that each took and

owned in severalty his particular parcels as divided by said deeds.

All of the town proprietors lived to see the realization of their

plans and indeed their hopes, with regard to their early specu-

lation.

September 23, 1862, by a special act of the legislature, matters

pertaining to the issuance of Avar bonds Avere put into the hands

of the county commissioners. In 1865 a special act Avas passed

OA'er the gOA^ernor’s veto, authorizing the city of Hastings to

appropriate money for soldiers’ bounties, and to issue bonds and

leA^y a tax for that purpose. In the spirit of these acts, Avar bonds

Avere issued to the aggregate amount of ^68,000, but they Avere

all paid in the space of tA\’0 othcial years after the payment had

begun. The bounties paid l)y the issue of 1865 Avere largely re-

ceived by men avIto never reached the front, but Avere released

from duty by the sudden termination of the Avar.

In 1868 bonds Avere issued to the amount of $15,000 to aid in

the erection of county buildings
;
they bore eight per cent per

annum, and Avere all paitl at the rate of $1,500 each year.

February 19, 1867, the school board Avas authorized by a

special act to issue bonds for $20,000, for school buildings and

sites. But in 1879, AvhateAmr school bonds Avere uipraid, Avere

taken up by a ueAV issue of $8,000, bearing 8^ cents interest.

Under a special act of IMarch 7, 1867, the city of Hastings pro-

ceeded that year to issue Iionds for $100,000, bearing 7.3 per

cent interest, in aid of Hastings, Minnesota EHer & Ked RiA'er

of the North railroad, under the ncAV name of the Hastings & Da-

kota raihvay, as a bonus to insure the building of that raihvay

from Hastings to a point of junction on the Central railroad

(later the loAva & Minnesota diA'ision), near or at Farmington,

as speedily as practicable.

By aAAthority of a special act of (March 10, 1873, this raihvay

bonded indebtedness Avas adjusted and compromised at fifty cents

on the dollar.

Again, in accordance Avith the provisions of a special act of

(March 6, 1868, in the folloAving year, the city of Hastings issued

bonds to the amount of $25,000 to aid in the construction of the

St. Paul and Chicago railAvay (noAV the riAmr diAusion of the Chi-

cago, Mihvaukee & St. Paul raihvay). The object Avas to secure a

road from St. Paul to Hastings, and thence to Red AYing and

Lake City, making connections at the latter point Avith Mihvaukee
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and Cliieago. These bonds l)ore six per cent interest, and were
payable in thirty years.

Bonds to the amount of !j<d0,000 were issued for the building

of the high bi-idge across the Mississippi. These bonds bear inter-

est at bve per cent and are payable from July 1, 1894 to July 1,

1 924.

Kefunding Imnds to the amount of >(^20,000 Avere issued at

about this time, bearing iiderest at bve per cent, and payable

fi’om July 2, 1894 to July 2, 1914.

The city bonded itself to the amount of $10,200 for the pur-

chase of the state asylum site. The bonds were payable from
IMay 1, 1899, to November 1, 1919, and bear interest at four per

cent. The amount of $2,200 AVas paid soon after the issue of

the bonds.

IMai-cb 1, 1902, refunding bonds Avere i.ssuetl to the amount of

$16,000, at four per cent, payable $2,000 each year from March 1,

1902. The last payment Avill be made this year.

The aggregate of the Avater Avorks obligations Avas $38,000,

at four per cent, of Avbieb $24,000 is in city bonds and $14,000 in

a state loan. Bayaients are to be made in stipulated amounts up to

July 1. 1919.

High Wagon Bridge. A cbaracteristic feature of the Hastings

lamlscape is the spiral bridge Avbicb, from a distance of 55 feet

aboA'e high Avater mark descends to the leAml of Sibley street

by a S
2
)iral roadAvay. As the city of Hastings greAV and became

the ti-ading center for surrounding toAvns on both sides of the

river, the necessity for a river bridge to rejAlace the ferry sys-

tem Avas more and more apparent. The difficudty jAresented Avas

the fact that a high bridge Avitb the usual slanting apjAroaeb

Avould extend almost across the city, high above the imiAortant

business stretd. As early as 1890 John C. Meloy dreAv plans pro-

])Osing a siAiral aiAjAroacb. This Avas at that time a neAv idea. In

1894 bonds Avere issued to the amount of $40,000 and the contract

let to the AVisconsin Bridge & Iron Co., of Alihvaukee. L. H.

Johnson Avas the agent in charge for the comjAany, John Geist.

engineer; 0. (Taussen, considting engineer. The bridge Avas com-

]>leted in 1895 at a cost of $41,000, the contracting ludce having

been $39,050.00. The tablet on the bridge bears the names of

the folloAving officials: Alayor, John Heinen; councilmen, G.

Scbulling, J. P. Sommers, N. L. Bailey, Michael Grans, N. B.

Gergen, Oavcu Austin, AA'illiam E. klather, EdAvin E. Tuttle, C. AA^.

AVesterson
;
clerk, Irving Todd, Jr. The pretty jAark at the ap-

proach Avas a jAresent from John C. Aleloy. The roadAvay is 20

feet Avide. The channel spans are 300 feet long, and the main

span 380 feet. The entire length, Avith approaches, is 2,000 feet.

Market Square. A plot of land in the early days Avas deeded
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l)y the town proprietors to the village for the purpose of a market

square. A portion Avas afterward deeded to the C., M. & St. P.

Ry. Co. The plot is noAV in litigation, between the city and the

railroad company.

Meloy Park. Under the spiral of the famous Hastings spiral

bridge is a small park, named for Meloy, who donated the tract

to the city. It is on the river bank, and affords a i^leasaut place

for quiet rest in the hot afternoons and evenings of the summer

mouths.

City Hall. The city hall of Hastings was erected in 1884, at

a cost of .^3,505.00, on lot 5, block 11. It is of brick, tAvo stories

in height. The contractors Avere PoAvers & IMetzker. The build-

ing committee consisted of George Barbaras (chairman) and

Fred AY. Bush. The mayor at the time Avas Jonas B. Lambert,

and the council consisted of George Barlmras, Charles Espen-

schied, Rudolph Latto, Thomas Fahey, Samuel Greenslade, John

AYebber, John Van Slyke. The first story of the building is de-

voted to the lock-up, the police office and the council chambers.

The upper floor contains the offices of the justice of the iieace

and the city attorney. The superintendent of the Avater Avorks

shares the latter office. .

Water Works and Sewers. The city of Hastings has looked

Avell after its sanitation. Its Avater works system siqiplies good,

l>ure Avater, from sul)terranean sources, and its scAver system emp-

ties the refuse of the city into the Alississippi, Avell beyond the

danger of contamination. After the usual preliminary votes by
the citizens and the council, the necessary steps toAvard the estab-

lishing of a sanitary system Avere taken and the contract Avas

let July 21, 1907, to the Des Aloiues Bridge & Iron Co., for the

construction of the system in accordance Avith plans draAVU by

Harrison & Clark, of Stilhvater, Alinn. AA^ork Avas started NoAmm-
ber 1, 1907, to be completed on or before July 1, 1908. An ex-

tension Avas granted and the system Avas in actual operation in

September, 1908. The cost of the system to date has been t|i38,-

350.00, and eoAu^rs about tAVO and a quarter miles. Since the sys-

tmn Avas originally installed various additions have been made,

Albert II. Truax being the contractor. The superintendent is

AYalter S. Tuttle, Avho has seiwed in office since the installation

of the system. During the period of construction he Avas the

official inspector.

The system covers the principal streets of the city. The Avater

is pumped from a Avell 175 feet deep on the banks of the Alissis-

sippi, at the foot of Sibley street, by a 32-horsepoAver gasoline

engine, into a standpipe 20 feet in diameter and 70 feet high at

the top of the hill between Eighth and Ninth streets, near the
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Baptist clnireh. The capacity of this standpipe is 164,000 gal-

lons.

The Minnesota Asylum for the Insane. The state legislature,

at its session in 1899, passed an act locating the second state

asylum for the insane at Hastings. This asylum is situated on the

Vermillion river about one and one-half miles south of the city

and constitutes a lieautitul feature of the landscape. There are

683 acres of land connected with the institution, of which 450

acres are nnder cultivation. The balance is woodland pasture.

The present buildings consist of a center building and two trans-

verse wings, built of red brick; two women’s cottages, a men’s

cottage, a heating and lighting ])lant, and a waterworks plant.

The cottages are fireproof and accommodate sixty patients each.

The institution was opened April 26, 1900, at which time 100

patients were transferred from Rochester. The officers are

:

Superintendent, AVilliam J. Yanz; physician, Dr. A. kl. Adsit;

clerk and bookkeeper, F. C. Beck.

The Dakota County Building Association was organized March

2, 1881. At the meeting of the projectors of the enterprise held

on that date, a committee of seven was appointed to perfect

arraiigements for a permanent organization. March 5, 1881, a

meeting was held at Avhich the association was made a stock com-

pany, with capital placed at $300,000, divided into shares of $200

each. The object of the association is to provide a fund which

is loaned to meml)ers for the purpose of building houses and buy-

ing real estate. The officers are a president, vice-president, secre-

tary, treasurer, and eleven directors. The company was incorpo-

rated March 15, 1881, the following appearing as incorporators:

John J. Rhodes, C. H. L. Lange, B. C. Howes, John C. Meloy,

Irving Todd and E. H. Freeman. The present officers are:

President, Irving Todd, Jr.
;
vice-president, Henry Fieseler

;
secre-

tary, A. J. Schaller
;
treasurer, Owen Austin

;
attorney, C. S.

Lowell. The association had 523 shares of stock in force on

April 1, 1909, valued at $45,377.30 and real estate loans amount-

ing to $44,759.35.

Hastings Library Association. Judge F. M. Crosby, N. F. W.
Knox, and others, started a subscription for the purpose of estab-

lishing a public reading-room and succeeded in raising about $600.

They organized January 24, 1872, and elected the following offi-

cers: W. Cl. Le Due, president; F. M. Crosby, vice-president;

E. P. Stowell, corresponding secretary; N. F. W. Kranz, treasurer;

directors : Dr. Finch, John Peller, II. H. Pringle, F. AY. Oliver,

J. C. Meloy, R. J. Marvin, H. DeKay. A reading-room and

library was opened, the library numbering about 200 volumes.

Finding this too expensive they decided to close the reading-

room. Al)out a year later the library was moved to rooms over
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the postottiee, next to the rooms on the first fioor of the same

Imilding. JMarch 5, 1878, the lil)rary was again moved. ]\liss

Rich was in charge of the library for eight years. September,

1872, the committee reported receipts of .1^711, and disbursements

.+725. Many years ago a few of the volumes were sold to cancel

the o))ligations of this association, and the remainder of the col-

lection turned over to the Hastings high school, where it is still

housed.

HASTINGS MUNICIPAL OFFICERS.

At the session of the territorial legislature in 1857 an act was

passed incorporating the city of Hastings, and at the election in

i\lay the following officers were elected; Mayor, Dr. A. II.

Hanchett; aldermen, E. D. Barker, O. T. Hayes, Thomas Hope,

II. B. Plant, E. G. Freeman, AVilliam Dee; recordei', John P.

Marsh
;
city justice, E. North. Dr. Hanchett resigned l)efore his

term expired and Alderman Thomas Hope was elected for the re-

mainder of the term. E. Parker was elected to fill Alderman

Hope’s place. March 1, 1858, Alderman Plant resigned and D. F.

Ijangley was electeil to fill his position.

1858

—

II. II. Day was elected mayor, Tliomas Hope, 0. T.

Hayes, S. S. Carll, AV. Lee, Griswold, and Boyle, aldermen
;
H. J.

Rogers, recorder; E. North, city justice. June 5, 1856, a new
charter took the place of the old one, and the following officers

were elected: Alayor, II. H. Day; aldermen, J. B. Griswold, S. S.

Carll, AY. K. Rogers, David Barker; clerk, II. J. Rogers; justice,

E. North.

1859

—

John F. Alarsh was electeal mayor, and the aldermen

were Alessrs. Alullaney, Eiehhorn, Dutton and Casserly
;
clerk,

A. Alackeracher
;

city justice, S. M. Ray; attorney, I. Smith;

treasurer, AV. B. Leach; marshal, A. AVhitman; collector, AY.

Jones; assessors, C. Hertzog and 1. AL Ray. In November of 1859

Mayor Alarsh resigned and Orrin T. Hayes was elected to fill the

vacancy. In Alay the office of city clerk was declared vacant,

and L. AY. Collins was elected to fill the vacancy.

1860

—

John Thorne was chosen mayor, and the aldermen were :

R. J. Alarvin, Eiehhorn, Dutton and Leach; city clerk, F. Kenner-

son; treasurer, C. A. Baker; marshal and collector, James Al.

Kennerson; city justice, P. Hartshorn; assessor, I). P. Langley.

In November P. Kennerson resigned and L. AA’^. Collins was elected

to fill the vacancy as city clerk.

1861

—

D. P. Langley was elected mayor and the aldermen

were : Barnum, Allen, AVhite and Van Duzee
;
clerk, C. A. Baker

;

treasurer, A. AL Pell
;
marshal, C. LeAvis

;
justice, J. R. Claggett.

1862

—

P. Van Auken was chosen mayor and the aldermen

Avere : AY^aldhier, Ainsworth, Aleloy and Johnson; clerk, L. AA^.
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Collins; justice, 0. T. Hayes; attorney, P. M. Crosby; marshal,

C. Lewis; assessor, 1). F. Langley; treasiirere, K. J. Marvin. In

August, L. \V. Collins, the city clerk, resigned, and C. P. Fuller

was elected to till the vacancy. Shortly after he resigned, and

H. C. Howes was chosen his successor, who in a short time also re-

signed and Charles Etheridge Avas elected.

18G3—I. L. Thorne, mayor; aldei-men, Messrs. Schaller, iMeloy,

Kehse and Taylor; clerk, G. S. AVhitman; attorney, S. Smith;

Ireasurei', IL J. Alarvin; marshal, A. G. Erdman
;
justice, P. Harts-

horn; assessor, D. F. Langley.

1864

—

J. L. Thorne, mayor; Alessrs. AVison, AVhite, Simon and
Lovell were Hlc aldermen; C. A. Baker, clerk; R. J. Alarvin,

Ireasurer; L. A^an Slyck, attorney; marshal, E. S. Fitch; assessor,

(.1. AV. Crosby; justice, P. Hartshorn; assessor. Van Duzee.

1865

—

R. Lovell, mayor; and the aldermen Avere
;

Messrs

AinsAvorlh, Eichhorn, Simon and Draper; clerk, C. A. Baker;

I reasurer, H. -1. Alarvin
;
attorney, L. Van Sylck

;
marshal E. S.

Fitch; assessor, C. AAk Crosby; justice, P. Hartshorn.

1866

—

J. E. Pinch, mayor; aldermen, Alessrs. Latto, Rich,

Steaim and Taylor; clerk, J. A. Alorton
;
treasurer, R. J. Alarviu;

attorney, L. Van Slyck; marshal, AI. Alahoney
;
assessor, D. F.

Langley.

1867

—

D. E. Eyre, mayor; aldermen, Alessrs. Rehse, AIcHugh,

Van Auken, Haas, IIoAves and AinsAVorIh; clerk, G. S. AA^hitman

;

treasurer, R. J. Alarviu; marshal, Ct LeAvis
;
justice, E. Parliman;

assessor, P. T. Chamberlain.

1868

—

1). E. Eyre, mayor; aldermen, Alessrs. Peller, Perry,

Baker, Rehse, lIoAves, A^an Auken; clerk, G. S. AVhitman; treas-

urer, R. J. Alarviu
;
marshal, C. LcAvis

;
attorney, F. AI. Crosby

;

justice, E. Parliman.

1869

—

]. L. Thorne, mayor; aldermen, Alessrs. Kiel, Haas,

Cook, Baker, Peller and Perry; clerk, G. S. AA^hitman
;
treasurer,

R. J. Alarviu; marshal, C. LeAvis
;
attorney, T. R. Huddleston;

justice, AA’’. DeAVitt Pi'ingle
;
assessor, S. Smith; marshal, George

Egbert. Air. Pringle resigned and S. Smith Avas elected to till the

vacancy.

1870

—

L. Van luAvegen, mayor; Alessrs. AIcGrath, Stanley,

Pearson, Latto, Kranz, and Kiel, Avere the aldermen; G. S. AVhit-

man, clerk; L. S. Follett, treasurer; S. Smith, attorney; N. Alar-

tin, marshal
;
C. AA^. Crosliy, justice.

1871

—

L. Van IiiAvegen, mayor; Alessrs. Kranz, Reinhart,

Smith, Aliller, AIcGrath, Parsons, aud Aloore, Avere the aldermen;

G. S. AA^hitman, clerk
;
S. Smith, attorney

;
L. S. Follett, treasurer

;

D. F. Langley, assessor; N. Alartin, chief of police; C. AV. Crosby,

justice.

1872

—

C. P. Adams, mayor
;
Alessrs. Alullaney, Damerel, Smith,
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Tanner, Parsons, AVooclard, and AVhite, aldermen
;
G. S. AA'liitman,

clerk
;
L. S. Follett, treasurer

;
E. Parliman, attorney

;
C. AY.

Crosby, justice
;
J. F. Newton, chief.

1873

—

L. A^an Inwegen, mayor; Alessrs. Tanner, Ferry, AVood-

ward, Grauss, Estergreen, Houghtaling and J. Byers were the

aldermen
;
J. H. Heath, clerk

;
L. S. Follett, treasurer

;
E. Parli-

man, attorney; G. S. AAunslow, justice; C. C. AI. Newton, chief;

D. F. Langley, assessor.

1874

—

G. AA". Houghtaling, mayor
;
Alessrs. Estergreen, Bar-

baras, Parsons, Yanz, Howes, Alullaney, and Thompson, were the

aldermen; J. II. Heath, clerk; L. S. Follett, treasurer; E. Parli-

man, attorney; D. F. Lankley, assessor, AI. Alullaney, chief; J. F.

Newton, justice.

1875

—

G. AA". Houghtaling, mayor; Alessrs. Byers, Barbaras,

Thompson, Norton, Smith, Feicker, and Yanz, were the aldermen;

J. H. Heath, clerk; R. J. Alarvin, treasurer; D. F. Langley,

assessor; T. AA'oodward, chief; J. F. Newton, justice.

1876

—

George Barbaras, mayor; Alessrs. Byers, Ferry, Aleloy,

Norton, Smith, Schmidt, and Yanz, were the aldermen; J. 11.

Heath, clerk; R. J. Alarvin, tearsurer; J. N. Searles, attorney;

D. F. Langley, assessor; S. AVhite, chief; J. F. Newton, justice.

1877

—

George Barbaras, mayor; Alessrs. Byers, Aleloy, Smith,

Estergreen, AA'eber, Seal, and Ferry, were the aldermen
;
Charles

Alather, clerk; J. C. Norton, treasurer; J. N. Searles, attorney;

D. F. Langley, assessor; J. F. Newton, justice; S. AAdiite, chief.

1878

—

J. B. Lambert, mayor; Alessrs. Busch, Estergreen, Hildt,

Alarx, Seal, Van Inwegen and AVeber, aldermen; Charles Alather,

clerk; J. C. Norton, treasurer; L. Van Slyek, attorney; R. J.

Alarvin, assessor; AA". H. DeKay, justice; T. AVoodward, chief.

1879—

J. B. Lambert, mayor; Alessrs. Busch, Kramer, Alarx,

Norrish, A^an Inwegen, AA'eber, and Yanz, were the aldermen; C.

Alather, clerk; J. C. Norton, treasurer; L. A^an Slyek, attorney;

E, Dean, assessor; AY. II. DeKay, justice; T. AA'oodward, chief.

1880

—

John Byers, mayor; Alessrs. Busch, Kramer, Estergreen,

Reed, AA'eber, Yanz, and Norrish, were the aldermen; C. Alather,

clerk; B. C. Howes, treasurer; AA'illiam Hodgson, attorney; E.

Dean, assessor
;
AA". H. DeKay, justice

;
AATlliam Black, chief.

1881

—

John Byers, mayor; Alessrs. Armstrong, Van Slyek,

Estergreen, AYel^er, and Busch, were the aldermen
;
Owen Austin,

clerK.

The present officers (Alarch, 1910) are: Alayor, Theo. Schall

;

aldermen, Peter Fasbender, Frank Engel, N. C. Kranz, J. V. Per-

kins, George Emerson, Charles Gall
;
city clerk, J. H. Twitchell

;

treasurer, N. B. Gergen
;
assessor, Henry Niedire; justice of the

peace, A. F. Johnson; chief of police, AAdlliam Nolan; policemen,

AA^illiam Carson and N. F. Schwartz
;
city attorney, AA^. H. DeKay.
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I'IRE DEPARTMENT.

As early as 1856 a volunteer lire department was organized,

llari-y iNlonser was elected tirst cliief, and G. 1\I. IMorse, as

assistant, for two years each. The council refused to furnish

quai'ters toi- api)aratus which the company had produced at its

own expense, and they disbanded and burned the hooks and
ladders.

January 25, 1863, the Germans organized Hope Fngine Com-
pany No. 1, adopted a constitution and elected as their officers,

Rol»ei‘1 Baker, foi'enian
;
AVilliam Slaz, assistant foreman; Michael

Fisher, engineei'; T. Clottess. secretary; D. Becker, treasurer. A
(dause was subsecpiently insei'ted in tlie constitution to the effect

that none l)ut Germans shoidd l)ecome members of the company.

At tirst they were compelled to furnish their owns hooks and

ladders and carry them to tires. In 1865 the city council pro-

vided them witli the truck which they later used. The name was
changed to Hope Hook and Ladder Company. Some of the young

meml)ers tleciding to form a company of their own, a committee

of three, consisting of M. Tautges, J. P. Lackaft and Charles

Metzger, presented a petition to the council. Their prayer rvas

granted and on March 8, 1880, Pioneer Hose Company N^o. 1, was

organized, Avith the folloAving officers; Christopher Otte, fore-

man; ]\1. Hoffman, first assistant; J. P. Lackalf, second assistant;

A. Dorn, third assistant; P>. Miller, secretary; Charles Metzger,

assistant secretary and treasurer; H. Fiesler, Joseph Stegner, B,

Miller, John Miller, tinance committee. The city council assigned

to them one hose cart and six hundred feet of hose.

Some of the citizens of Ha.stings Avishing to form another com-

pany met and appointed EAvard Martin a committee to present

Iheii' })etition to the council. This Avas accepted and the company

met, adopted hy-laAvs, and styled themselves A^ermillion Hose

Company No. 2. The folloAving officers Avere elected; 11. N. Rice,

foreman; James Cavanaugh, tirst assistant; S. 11. Holmes, second

assistant; J. C. Meloy, third assistant; J. D. Reeves, secretary;

James A. Smith, treasurer; George AY. Alorse, N. Alartin, E. C.

Stringer, tinance committee. The council assigned to them the

steam tire engine and one hose cart.

In 1875 the city council made an agreement Avith an agent to

purchase a Babcock tire engine if it accomplished Avhat Avas

promised. As a test the city pui-chased an old housed on the Red

AVing road and set it on tire. The agent agreed to ]Aut it out, but

failed, and the city refused to take the engine and after some

trouble and delay it Avas sent back. December 1, 1880, the coun-

cil authorized AndreAV AVarsop to purchase an engine, Avhicli he

succeeded in procuring of the city authorities of NorAvieh, Conn.

It Avas a Jeffrey, built in Rhode Island, and cost the city $800.
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Finding it necessary to i^rovide a cistern, tlie council appointed

Jacob Yanz, Fred Busch and John Estergreen a committee of

three to award a contract for sinking it. Charles Metzer secured

the award and contracted to make it 100 feet long, 15 feet Avide

and Id feet deep, with a capacity of 2,000 barrels. It is located

betAAmen Third and Fourth streets and cost nearly $2,000.

A tAA'O story brick fire house AAms built in the ’80s, prior to the

))uilding of the city hall. It is located on Sibley street, betAAmen

Third and Fourth streets, opposite the courthouse. The depart-

ment noAA" has the folloAAung apparatus: The old Xoaa- England

engine, Jeffrey style, still in good AAmrking order
;
three hose

carts, an up-to-date hook and ladder truck, seAmral extinguishers,

and minor appliances. This Ncaa" England engine did good AAmrk

in the great Christmas fire of 1899, and AAms in operation AAdien the

St. Paul engines had ghrnn out.

In the late ’80s, the old A'olunteer department practically AAmnt

out of existence. Shortly aftei’AAmrd the Hastings paid depart-

ment AA'as organized, on the plan of haAung tAA’enty-fiA'e men aaJio

AAmuld respond to all alarms and aaJio AAmre to receiA'e as com-

pensation the nominal sum of $25.00 per year. The chief AA'as

Richard Shepherd
;
the secretary, C. A. Hanson

;
and the treasAirer,

John A. llolmquist.

XoA'cmber 7, 1891, a new organization aauas effected, AAutli the

folloAAung officers : President, John F. SchAAuch ; secretary, Henry
AV. Busch; treasurer, John A. Ilolmcpiist. Chris Otte aauis chief,

and F. E. Estergreen, assistant. John Ileinen AAms at the head of

the finance committee. The proA'ision AAms made that the tAAmnty

members shoidd receiA'e $2, .00 each for responding to fires, and

$1.50 for responding to false alarms.

In 1909 the folloAA'ing officers AA'ere elected : President, Henry
Fiesler; secretary and treasurer, R. C. Hanson; chief, EdAA’ard

Cobb ; assistant, Henry Fiesler
;
captain hook and ladder truck,

John AVasser; captain of hose cart X'o. 1, AlattheAA" Jacobs; of cart

No. 2, Dr. J. J. Schmitz; mirzzlejuen, AA". AA'ebster, Ed. Schroeder,

Matt. Karpen, Nick ScliAAmrtz, Jr.; suction man, F. A. SAA’enson

;

lanteim man, August Gaeng.

There are iioaa' fiAm cisterns, aside from the one mentioned,

AAdiich AAms built in 1881. The second Avas built on the corner of

Eighth and Vermillion streets in 1881-85. The third AAms built in

1889. The fourth AAms hiiilt in 1892 in the third AAmrd. The fifth

AA’as built in 1899 in the fourth AA'ard. In addition to this, the

splendid AAmter AA'orks furnishes opportunity for additional fire

protection, and there is noAV little opportunity, except under most

nnusual circumstances, for a conflagration to extend over any

considerable territory before being arrested in its progress.
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IMPORTANT FIRES.

The first important fire occurred on a Sunday night in Novem-
ber, 1856. Flames were discovered in a dry goods store on Ram-
sey street, between Third and Fourth. Spreading from the corner

of Third to the alley, the fire consumed the whole block, including

eight stores, on which the aggregate loss was from $8,000 to

$10,000. The origin of the fire Avas never found out. Sunday
morning, Jnly 26, 1857, a fire started in Tichnor & McCauley’s

furniture house, and destroyed a number of business houses.

March 8, 1864, a fire originated in the old AYestern hotel and

destro.yed seven l)uildings on Second street. The loss was about

$14,000. The principal losers by this fire were Charles AA^. Smith,

Eugene Dean, J. B. Flint, 11. II. Pringle, J. L. Thorne, and P.

Van Auken. A portion of the Second regiment did valuable serv-

ice in cheeking the fire.

On AA^ednesday, January 19, 1865, fire broke out in a build-

ing known as Buturff’s block, but by the energetic efforts of

Hope Fire company, the fire Avas prevented from destroying the

property on the alley. Buturff’s loss Avas about $6,000.

The next extensive conflagration Avas on the first of Alarch,

1871. Beginning in BroAvning & Lamont’s store, the Avooden roAV,

from the corner to D. E. Eyre & Company’s store, Avas consumed,

besides five buildings across the street from the American house.

The buildings AA^ere old and dry, and little Avas saved of the con-

tents. The total loss amounted to about $20,000.

July 27, 1880, fire broke out in the roof of the Foster house

stable on Tyler street, opposite City park. In it Avere stored forty

l>arrels of oil belonging to Frank Yanz. A heavy Avind spread

the flames and the entire Avootlen block on that street, besides the

building OAvned by Dakota lodge on the opposite side of the street,

Avas destroyed. The loss Avas about $4,500. The next fire oc-

cured August 30th, folloAving. The livery staldes of Charles

Damerel, including the stock, Avere destroyed, the loss amounting

to $8,000. The following AA^ednesday the Hayes building, corner

of Second and Vermillion streets, took fire, and nine buildings

lietAveen Vermillion street and J. H. TAvitchell & Company’s

buildings AA'ere consumed, causing a loss of about $4,600.

In the fall of 1880, the old Tremont house, standing AAdiere

the Gardner house is noAV located, Avas burned to the ground, the

Imilding being a total loss. December 28, of the same year, the

Episcopal church Avas burned to the ground.

In 1882 a number of buildings on Ramsey street, including the

Tontine Hotel, OAAuied by IM. Felton, Avere destroyed, the fire

SAveeping a Avide area ImtAveen Second street and the Alississippi

riA^er.
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In 1884, the old Noble hotel building, cornier of First and Ver-

million streets, together Avith the surrounding buildings, was de-

stroyed by fire, the loss being $10,000.

In February, 1889, fire destroyed the grain eleA'ator, feed mill

and Avarehouse of L. Van IiiAA^egeu, located betAAmen First and

Second streets, near Tyler street
;
loss about $12,000.

1891 AA'as the year of serious conflagrations in Hastings. Sep-

tember 17th, the leA-ee aa^s laid in ruins by the destroying ele-

ment, the buildings burned being the Hastings electric light

plant
;
ElcA'ator A, of the C. M. & St. P. Ry., operated by Strong

& Miller; tAA’O frame AA’arehouses OAAUied by Smith & Thompson;

the Rogers eleAmtor, OAAuied by the GrosAmiior estate, and the

stone AA'arehouse OAAUied by J. A. Ennis. The Imihlings practically

all contained grain, and tlie loss AAms a heavy one.

In 1894, the old Ramsey mill, bvult by ex-CTOveriior Alex Ram-

sey in 1857-58, east of Ramsey street along the Vermillion, oAA'iied

l>y Smith & Thompson and operated by J. C. Harten, Avas de-

stroyed, the loss l)eing l)etAveen $9,000 and $10,000.

In 1895 the three-story l)rick building oAvned by Frank Yauz

Avas destroyed, entailing the loss of a large grocery stock as Avell

as considerable lodge e(piipment OAvned by the A. 0. F. AV. and

the Royal Arcanum.

The most disastrous fire Hastings has knoAvn took jilace Christ-

mas morning, 1899. The thermometer Avas 25 degrees beloAv zero

and the Aviud Avas IdoAving a gale fi-om the nortliAvest. Outside

aid Avas summoned, and the firemen Avorked heroically, although

their clothing Avas l)urned, their eyes iujuretl and their l)odies

scorched. The court house Avas saved Avith difficulty, the Avind

carrying rubbish from the small buildings against the court house,

200 feet aAvay. In fact, the county building Avas actually on fire,

but each time successfvdly preserved at eleven different periods

betAveen 10 and 9 o’clock on that cwentful morning. FolloAving

is a list of buildings destroyed; Libby & Company (saAvmill.

plaining mill, other buildings, and a cpiantity of lumber)
;

St.

John’s hotel (frame), N. Emerson (frame buildings), CogsAvell

block (frame), M. Reuter (dAvelling house), F. A. Engee (agricul-

tural implement building, brick), Charles Knocke (brick, tailoi-

shop), AVilliam Zuzik (harness shop, frame), (Magnus Olson (gun-

smith shop), (Mrs. S. J. Max (millinery), F. L. Boynton (frame

dAvelling), AA". R. Alather (three-story store), J. F. CaAumaugh
(frame blacksmith shop), G. AA^. Alorse (frame Idacksmith shop),

and numerous other frame buildings. The total loss Avas esti-

mated at $85,000, but probably far exceeded that figiu’e.

In 1902 the Electric Light, PoAver and Alilling Company had
a serious fire on the location of the present electric light plant,

tAA"0 and a half miles Avest of the city. The mill Avith considerable



266 HISTOKY OF DAKOTA COUXTA^

machinery was l)urned, and a part of the dam was also destroyed.

The loss was about $25,000.

Al)out this time occurred another fire, one and one-quarter

miles from tlie city, in which the seven-year-old sou of Nick Lan-

genfeld lost his life.

8epteml)er 19, 1907, the heautiful edifice of the First Presby-

terian C'hurch was struck l>y lightning during a thunder-storm

and destroyed, leaving only the side Avails and the basement. The

tower, liell and a very valuable memorial AvindoAV, the latter a

gift of the late Mrs. Stephen Gardner, were destroyed. : The loss

Avas a severe one, tlie building l)eing one of the finest church

buildings in the city.

IMarch 3, 1909, the home of Louis llustiug on Beventli street

took tire from a stove explosion Avhile the mother Avas in the barn

milking. Tavo children lost their liA^es, one being burned to death

and the other dying from the result of burns.

MAIL FACILITIES.

The Hastings postoffice, in charge of B. "W. Tuttle, gKes ex-

cndlent service to its patrons, both in the city and also in the

suburban districts, Avhich are supplied Avith rural free deliA^ery

from this office. Last year the annual postal receipts amounted

to $30,485.13 and the money orders issued totaled $10,542.45.

The first postoffice in Hastings Avas in Henry G. Bailly’s Avare-

house, Avhich Avas situated on the levee, and Avas later used by

Gardner & kleloy as a storeroom. Henry G. Bailly AAms the first

postmaster and Avas appointed in 1854 by Franklin Pierce, Avho

was at that time the president of the United States. IMr. Bailly

had a deputy, a IMr. klorse. Mail matter Avas brought in summer

l)y steamers by the Galena Packet Company, Avhich made regular

trips from Galena to St. Paul, dating from April 15 to NoAmniber

15. St. Louis boats made trips tAvice a Aveek and also brought

mail. In Avinter contracts Avere made to liaAm the mails brought

l)y stages, Avith Frink and Walker, then noted as old stage men.

This line of stages ran from Dubuque to St. Paul and Avere often

delayed for a Aveek or so, and people Avere glad Avhen spring

came, if for no other reason than that they might receive their

mail regularly, klr. Bailly continued to act as postmaster until

1858, Avhen he Avas succeeded by John F. Marsh, Avho remoAmd

the postoffice to Bamsey street. Mr. Marsh Avas succeeded l)y W.
II. Skinner, Avho Avas the first Bepuhliean postmaster, and Avas

appointed by Abraham Lincoln in 1861. He removed the post-

office to the corner of Second and A^ermillion streets. Mr. Skin-

ner continued to act until 1865, when he Avas succeeded by A. IM.

Hays, Avho Avas appointed by President Johnson and continued
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to act until liis deatli in 1868. J. II. Twitchell, as his deputy,

continued to run the office as postmaster until the term expired.

The next postmaster was Charles Baker, who was appointed l)y

GeneraD Grant in JMareh, 1869. ]\lr. Baker removed the post-

office to a store in Brownell’s block between Vermillion and

Sibley streets. In October of 1868 the mails were brought by rail

via Hastings & Dakota Railroad, this lieing the first mail ever

brought into Hastings by rail, and it was (piite an event. In 1870

mail was brought liy the Chicago, IMilwaidvee & St. Paid Rail-

road, which ran as far as the drawbridge; then the mails were

transferi-ed by steam ferry as well as passengers, freight, etc.

The bridge was finished in 1871, and in Aiiril, 1878, iMajor John

Kennedy was appointed postmaster by General Gi'ant. In June,

1876, the post office was removed to the corner of Second and

Sibley streets, Avhere it now is, on the site of the old New England

House. The building was erected by the IMerchants’ National

Bank. Stephen Gardner purchased the building of them, and

soon after rented it to the Dakota Bank. In the fall of 1875 J\Ir.

Gardner negotiated with the United States government, and soon

after leased it for ten years. He contracted to ht up the first

floor, which he did at an expense of $2,000. It is fitted up with

Yale locks and everything was furnished by the Yale Lock Com-
pany, of Stamford, Conn. The postoffice is built of brick, 21x90

feet, and has a very fine fireproof vaidt, which was put in by the

bank.

Major Kennedy died in the latter part of the year of 1881.

Adolph Shaller served temporarily, and in January, 1883, Charles

Mather was appointed. IMichael McHugh was appointed in Jan-

uary, 1885, and served until January, 1891. Nathan Emerson,

the next postmaster, served until January, 1895. i\Ir. Shaller

again sei-ved a short time and was succeeded by AY. C. King. In

October, 1901, the present postmaster, EdAvin E. Tuttle, assumed

office. In 1901 the post office Avas placed in the third class, Avith

R. AV. Tuttle as assistant and Josephine Connolly as clerk. In

1902 Clinton E. Tuttle became deputy and Alary C. Shubert

clerk. In 1906 the office AA'as raised to the second class. In 1908

Alary C. Shubert became deputy. Byron E. Frank and Le Roy
E. Freese are the clerks.

Hastings Union Industrial Association.—For tAvelve years

from 1880 to 1892 the county fairs held at Hastings Avere an im-

portant featAire of autumn life in this part of the state. The
fairs Avere discontimied, hoAvever

;
the First National Bank,

holder of the mortgage, sold the property to D. Cook, and he, in

turn, after disposing of all the buildings except the tlining hall,

sold the tract to Dan Frank, Avho turned it over to his son-in-

laAV, Burton T. AA^ilcox, who noAV cultivates it, using the old
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dining hall for a barn. The association had its beginning June

8, 1880, when a meeting was called for the purpose of making
arrangements for a fair to be held at Hastings the coming fall.

Committees wei’e appointed, and their reports, on investigation,

were so favorable that it Avas resoh^ed to organize as a stock

corporation. Accordingly the Hastings Union Industrial Asso-

ciation Avas incorporated by hiAV July 16, 1880. Books Avere

opened for stock subscriptions, and .$1,000 or $5,000 Avere sub-

scribed at once. Grounds, consisting of tAventy-seveu acres, in the

east half of the soutlnvest (pmrter of section 28, Avere immedi-

ately purchased of the Thorne estate for $2,625. A half-mile

track Avas graded and fenced, and a tight fence, eight feet in

height, enclosed the grounds. Buildings Avere erected, consist-

ing of a judges’ staiul three stories high; an amphitheatre 172

feet long, 20 feet Avide and 20 feet high, and capal)le of com-

fortably seating 800 persons; a floral hall 36x80 feet, Avith tAvelve-

foot posts; a poultry building. 16x20 feet; a A'egetable and grain

building, 20x36 feet; and sixty-tive box stalls and sixty-tAvo single

stalls for the use of stock and exhibitor; also a barn, 36x80 feet,

Avith sixteen-foot posts, for fast stock.

Denis Follett, a banker of Hastings for forty-seven years, Avas

born in England, llarch 3, 1810. He had the advantage of a

good education, supplementing his pul)lic school Avork Avith

courses in academies, Avhere he completed his studies. At the

tender age of tAvelve he l)ecame master of penmanship and still

has in his possession specimens of his Avork at that time, AAdiich

he prizes Amry highly. He came to America in 1861, direct to

Hastings, and entered the Bank of Hastings, Avhich Avas then a

private bank, but Avas changed to the First National Bank in

1861. From bookkeeper i\Ir. Pollett’s merit secured his promo-

tion to assistant, then to ca.shier. Still later he Avas elected vice-

president, Avhich position he still retains, discharging his duties

in the various departments of the bank faithfully and honorably,

thereby Avinning the trust and respect of the entire community.

He Avas married, in klay, 1871, to Abbie AVilliams, daughter of

Air. and Airs. George II. AVilliams. In politics he is a Republican

and in religion a communicant of the Protestant Episcopal

Clmrch. He has also been treasurer of the school board for

about tAventy years. Air. Follett is interested in the commercial

and industrial groAvth of Hastings and has done much to assist

in its progress. Aftable and accommodating in manner, as he is

accurate and just in biminess, he has Avon many friends in addi-

tion to Avinning for himself the business position Avhich he uoav

occupies.
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Lewis S. Follett, now deceased, was born in England, in 1825,

and came to tliis country in ISdT at the age of twenty-two years.

He first located at Buffalo, N. Y., and engaged in the banking

business, later going to Batavia, from which place he emigrated

west and came to Dubuque, la., where he entered the banking-

business and remained until 1856. He came to Hastings in that

year and in 1859 organized the Thorne, Follett & Thorne Bank,

which was conducted until 1860, when the firm dissolved and

the bank was organized as the Bank of Hastings, under the firm

name of Follett & Reinck. In 1861: it hecanie a national bank

and the name was changed to the First National Bank of Hast-

ings, being now the second oldest national bank in Minnesota.

i\Ir. Follett was first cashier and later became president, which

position he held at the time of his death in 1903. He was a very

public spirited man. greatly honored and respected throughout

the community, always taking an interest in all that tended to

the welfare and benefit to the city in which he lived. Besides his

banking interests he owned a large stock farm in the outskirts

of Hastings, where he raised thoroughbred horses, importing-

some valuable animals from vScotland. He was married in 1861

to Flora Ainsworth, who died in Cavena, Cal., in 1909. To them

were born four children: Emma E., of North Dakota; Louise

G., now in England; Flora A., and George, of Cavena, Cal. Mr.

Follett was a Republican in politics, and the family worships at

the Protestant Episcopal Church, of which Mr. Follett Avas also a

member.

CEMETERIES.

Hastings has fiA'e cemeteries located Avithiu or near the city

—

OakAvood, Lakeside, St. Luke’s, Hastings and St. Boniface.

Lakeside Cemetery.—Beautiful Lakeside Cemetery, overlook-

ing Lake Rebecca, Avell fulfills the ideal of “God's Acre’’; and

here, surrounded by the spreading panorama of nature, repose

many of the city’s dead, aAvaiting that time “AAdien the morn
shall break, and the shadoAvs shall flee aAvay. ” The origin of

this cemetery Avas at a meeting held by the ladies of the city.

i\Iay f, 1867, at Avhich time Avere present, among others, the

iMesdames Samantha AY. LeAvis, Alary D. AAYight, Aloni A. AMn
Hoesen, Julia AY. Allen, Emma R. LeDiic, Isoline Heath, Alartha

A^an Slyke, Alvira Stonley and Keziah AA'ebster. The officers

elected Avere : President, Airs. Emma R. LeDuc
;
secretary. Airs.

Aloni A. AMii Hoesen
;
treasurer. Airs. Julia Al. Allen

;
trustees.

Airs. Samantha AY. LeAvis, Airs. Julia AL Allen, Airs. Alary D.

AAT’ight, Airs. Aloni A. Van Hoesen, Airs. Emma R. LeDuc and

Airs. Isoline Heath. The land Avas purchased in April, 1868, and

is in the soutliAvest quarter of section 21. Three children of A.
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AV. Oardiier, Henry P., Harriet and Stephen, were the hrst in-

terments, l)eing removed from Lakeside Cemetery. Other early

burials, all in 1868, Avere those of Alary E. BreAver, aged thirty-

seven; Prank Chand)erlain, tAventy; Isabella Alorehouse, thirty-

seven; Ella Edith NeAvman, six; Charles Tuttle, six mouths;
Airs. Ellen Tuttle and Charity Van Etten. Among the oflicials

of the cemetery in recent years have been Jerome Hanna, S. B.

Rude, At. 11. Sullivan, J. B. Sanborn, P. AV. Pinch, Samuel White,

Oeorge Alorse, xV. R. AValhridge, G. A. Emerson, L. II. A''oight and
others.

Oakwood Cemetery.—This association aauis organized June 7,

185H. J. S. Arcliihald Avas elected president, E. D. xAyers secre-

tary. The same year tliey i)urchased fifteen acres of land in the

soutliAvest (juarter of section 20. The name OakAvood, on account

of a very fine grove of oaks AAddch AA'as situated on the laud, Avas

selected. The cemetery Avas surA'eyed and platted in 185G. The
last meeting of the original organization Avas held June 7, 1861.

1)1 Alay, 1873, a meeting Avas held for the purpose of organizing

under the si>eeial laAV, approved in 1871, and the amending act

jiassed in 1873. C. P. Adams Avas elected president, John Peller

secretary and Charles Sti'auss treasurer. The present officers

are: President, James II. TAvitehel; secretary and treasurer,

B. A. Day; trustees, B. Phiel, G. B. Alanners and Jolui Ptleger.

CHURCHES.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.—The first Episcopal service

held in Hastings Aims conducted by the Rev. Timothy AAulcoxson,

missionary, on the morning of January 7, 1855, in the dining-room

of the old NeAV England House, on the corner of Second and

Sibley streets, the site of the present postoffice. Occasional serv-

ices Avere afterAAUird held in the old school house, near tlie site

of the Bryant school. The corner-stone of St. Luke’s Church Avas

laid on Alay 6, 1856, liy the Right Rev. Jackson Kemper, D. D.,

bishop of the nortliAvest. The church Avas opened for the first

time November 16, 1856, the Rev. E. P. Gray, of Winona, preach-

ing the sermon. It Avas unfinished and the clergy and the con-

gregation both occupied hoards supported by nail kegs as seats.

The morning service included the administration of the com-

munion and the liaptism of a child. In 1857 Air. AVilcoxson held

service every other Sunday morning at this place, going in the

afternoon to Point Douglas and in the evening to Prescott. The

church Avas consecrated October 8, 1857, by BishojA Kemper. The

first settled rector Avas the Rev. AI. L. Olds, Avho reniainetl three

years. He Avas succeeded by the Rev. J. A. Merrick, D. D., Avho

resigned after one year on account of failing health. Rev. Charles
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Kollitt then liad eliarge of the parish for three years, followed by

Kev. John Williams, Avho eontinned in charge nine years. Dur-

ing his rectorship the chancel, vestry-room and organ-room were

added, the east window purchased, also the organ. In 1878 Mr.

Williams removed to Omaha and the Rev. J. E. Johnson suc-

ceeded to the charge. On the evening of December 28, 1880.

during the holding of the annual Christmas tree festival, the

church took hre from some of the candles used in the decorations,

and soon obtained such a headway as to defy all efforts for the

salvation of the building. The night was bitter cold and the

siipply of ladders and water was scarce, so that it was soon ap-

parent that nothing could be saved except the furniture, etc.

The loss was estimated at ^1^5,000; insurance, ^2,000.

The ambitious rectoi,’ and parishioners immediately set to

work, and on July 27, 1881, the corner-stone of the present church

was laid, and on Easter day it was ready for the service. But

IMr. Jobsou did not stay to enjoy the fruit of his labors. It was

the Rev. George Pratt who was the first to hold divine service.

The present edifice is very beautiful and churchly, built of brick

and supplied with every convenience. Within its Avails one is

surrounded on all sides by beautiful memorials and gifts erected

to the glory of God. The next rector, the Rev. EdAvard IMoyses

freed the church from all debt and rejoiced to see its consecra-

tion by the late coadjutor bishop, Bishop WhijAple, aaJio hatl

liojAed to be present, Avrote : “There are fcAV parishes in my
diocese Avhich call up dearer memories of the tAventy-eight years

of my bishop's life. It Avas one of the mission stations of our

pioneer associated missions, and Avill ahvays be linked Avith the

memory of Breck, IMerriek and Wilcoxson.’’ After seven years’

service, Mr. Moyses left to accept a call to Dundas, leaving many
lasting monuments to his noble Avork. Then came the ReAV A.

Harper, Jr., the ReAv J. M. 0. King and the ReAv E. M. Duff.

Through the efforts of the latter gentleman the present rectory

Avas built. About this time the parish boundaries AA'.ere broken

doAvn and the surrounding mission field, Avhich includes St.

Mary's Church, BassAvood Grove; St. Paul’s Church, Point Doug
las, and Calvary Church, Prescott, came under the administra-

tion of the rector of St. Imke's. In the fall of 1902 Rcav John
AV. AI. Baker, D. D., succeeded the Rev. Philip II. Linley, and in

the fall of October, 1907, came the Rcav Arthur Chard, the present

rector.

St. Luke’s Parish School Avas organized in September, 187J,

by Rca'. John AA^illiams, Avho taught for three yeai’S. At first

school Avas held in private houses. In 1875 the parish erected a

frame building on the corner of Ninth and Eddy streets, 28x40,

Avith an “L” sixteen feet square.
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St. Luke’s Parish Cemetery.—I\ray 9, 1856, Abraham Truax
donated five acres of land in the southwest quarter of section 3d

to tlie parish of St. Luke’s for tlie purpose of a cemetery, to be

governed by the chui'ch. The first body buried in this cemetery
was that of l\lrs. Iletherington, in IMay, 1856.

Rev. Arthur Chard was born at Poole, Dorsetshire, England;
came to this country in 1881, and with his parents lived at Belle

Plain, iMinn. lie received his earlier education in the parish

schools of his native town. In 1887 he Avas admitted to the

prepai-atory tlepartment of the Seabury Divinity School at Fari-

bault, IMinn., graduating from the seminary in 1892. One year

later he received the degree of Bachelor of Divinity from his

Alma l\rater. He Avas ordained to the deaconate by Bishop Gil-

bert in St. Peter’s Church, St. Paul, in June, 1892, and Avas ad-

vanced to the priesthood by Bishop Thomas in the cathedral at

Faribault, in June, 1893. Mr. Chard has devoted the greater part

of his ministry to the mission held, coming to Hastings in Octo-

l)cr, 1907, from Trinity Parish, Liteliheld, IMinn.

The Methodist Episcopal Church.—August, 1855, the Prescott

mission of the AYisconsin conference received Rev. James G.

Johnston as its preacher of the divine Avord. Hastings Avas near

at hand and lilling rapidly Avith inhabitants Avho Avere in need

of additional facilities for religious Avorship. Mr. Johnston held

the hrst Methodist service here in the year of his pastorate at

Prescott, and preached in tlie schoolhouse on Spring street. In

the early part of 1856 the services were held at the neAV Smith

hall, Avhicli had been built on Ramsey street, and Avhich Avas then

much more accessible to the “toAvn.” The Minnesota conference

had been organized in the autumn of 1855, and in the fall of the

succeeding year Hastings appears, Avith Rev. George AY. Richard-

son as the hrst regular aiipointed Alethodist pastor.

The church consisted of tAventy-four members and seventeen

probationers. The salary for the preceding year had been .$260.

Hastings Avas a part of the Red AVing district of the Alinnesota

conference, and Rev. T. AI. Kirkpatrick Avas at that time the

presiding elder.

In the fall of 1857 Rca^ A. I. Perkins succeeded as pastor and

found the church Avith sixty members. Alarch hrst of this year

the Union Sunday school Avas dissolved, and the report for 1857

shoAVS the AI. E. Sunday school as consisting of thirty-seven mem-
liers. The total receipts of the church Avere also reported as

$500.

In 1858 Rev. John Pugh Avas pastor in charge and reported

forty-nine members in the church and 106 in the school. Prom
Alay of 1859 until fall Rev. AA^illiam C. ShaAv officiated, and after

him Rev. Ezra G. Tucker supplied the church until in the fall of
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1860, Rev. J. D. Rice was appointed as regular pastor. The re-

port of 1860 sliOAVs a membership of fifty-nine.

In the fall of 1861 a church was built on Vermillion street,

between Fifth and Sixth. Previous to this time services had
l)een held at the Twichell school building on Fifth street. In

1862 Rev. Thomas Gossard succeeded. The average salary in

the conference was reported this year as $318.75, an average per

member in the conference of tlie eighth district of only $3.60.

Rev. J. ]\I. Rogers was appointed in 1861. The following year

101 members were reported. In 1866 Rev. G. IV. T. AYright

officiated, and the value of the church was estimated this year

at $2,000. In 1868 there were 121 members. During j\Ir. AVright's

pastorate a parsonage was also built. Rev. C. Hover came in

1869, and Rev. E. R. Lathrop in 1870. This year the church was

removed to its present site and a tower and vestibule added to

its architecture. Rev. J. AA". Klepper succeeded in 1871 and

Rev. Norris Hobart in 1873. The memliership rvas 150 at the

close of the latter year and there were ninety-seven attendants

in the Sunday school. Rev. S. T. Sterritt came in 1875 and ReA^

J. 0. Rich in 1878.

One hundred and fifty-four members were reported in 1875

and 109 in 1878. At the coming of Rev. Rich the church cleared

all of its indebtedness Ity the sale of the parsonage.

Rev. Henry J. Crist, the pastor who succeeded Rev. Rich in

1879, found the membership in the fall of that year eighty-six.

In the fall of 1880 105 members were reported, and the Sunday
schools connected with the church at Hastings, Spring Lake and
Rich Valley, numbering 108 attendants.

The church contributions for benevolent purposes were $42.00

in 1870, $65.00 in 1875 and $17.40 in 1880. During the latter

year also $172 were rei)orted for incidental expenses and $775

for the pastor’s salary.

Since that date the pastors have been: 1882, J. F. Beebe;

1884, T. B. Killam
; 1886, C. A. Gressy; 1888, D. S. Smith; 1889,

Samuel T. Shaw; 1891, E. R. Lathrop; 1895, H. J. Harrington;

1898, J. AY. Stebbens; 190L J. B. Blackhurst; 1905, AY. C. Rice;

1907, R. D. Phillips. In 1891 a lecture room was attached to the

ehurcli, and about four years ago a parsonage was purchased

north of the church. The institution is entirely free from debt.

First Baptist Church.—This church is located on A^ermillion,

on the west side of the street, between Sixth and Seventh streets.

Services were held in the old Buckhorn tavern, kept by AYilliam

Felton, as early as 1853, by Rev. T. R. Cressy, then located at

Cannon City, in what is now Rice county. The following is

copied from the church record: “In 1854 Rev. Edwin AY. Cressy,

then a missionary of the American Baptist Home Missionary So-
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eiety, stationed at Prescott, AVis., began preaching steadily in

Hastings. At first he held his meetings in the log tavern kept

l)y William Felton. At this house he preached regularly for

nearly a year, until a school was erected by the town in the

autumn of 1855, where he continued to hold regular services

until the fall of 1856. Previous to this time there had been no

other stated preaching in town except the Roman Catholic. At
the school house, after its erection, was used on Sundays in the

afternoon by the Baptists and in the forenoon by the Presby-

terians and Episcopalians. Here was commenced during the year

a union Sunday school, which, however, was soon removed to the

place of meeting of the Presbyterians and Methodists. Thus far,

and up to the organization of the church, several individuals not

members of the church took a prominent interest in its welfare.

Among these might be mentioned John Van Hoesen and Pliny

Stowell.” The latter for two years led the choir. A preliminary

meeting was held July 27, 1856, to plan for the organization. At
this meeting J. F. Stearns was clerk. Ira A. Van Duzen, Ira

Parks and E. V'. Cressy were appointed a committee to arrange

for the organization. The church Avas formally organized at the

school house mentioned, August 10, 1856. The members of the

ecclesiastical council present were: ReA^ A. M. Tarbet and J. R.

Aladison, of St. Paul
;
ReA^ T. R. Cressy, of Cannon City

;
Rev. E.

AV. Cressy, of Hastings
;
Rev. S. Aloreland, of Eton Rapids, Alieh.

;

Rev. E. Tibl)als, of Ohio, and Rev. B. Al. Alills, of New York. Ira

A. A^an Duzen was elected clerk of the church. The records of

this church, for the most part, have been destroyed. The church

has the usual church societies. No pastor is serving at present,

but services are held as usual. The officers are: Deacons, AI.

Christophersou, R. A. Olsen, Ernest Otte
;

trustees, D. Prank,

C. S. LoAvell, George Parker, Aaron Anderson, B. T. AVilcox, G. A.

Emerson and Ernest Otte
;
clerk, T. A. Brown

;
treasurer, B. T.

AVilcox
;
.Sunday school superintendent. Airs. George Parker.

Swedish Evangelical Mission Church.—This church Avas or-

ganized Novemlier 27, 1885, at the private residence of C. J. A.

Pihl, under the direction of ReA^ C. AA^. Boquist, of Red AA^ing.

The first members Avere : Air. and Airs. C. J. A. Pihl, Air. and

Airs. AndreAV Olson, Air. and Airs. Peter Erickson, and Air. and

Airs. P. J. Johnson. The first officers Avere : Chairman, P. J.

Johnson
;
secretary, C. J. A. Pihl

;
trustees, Peter Erickson, An-

dreAV Olson, P. J. Johnson. They continued to hold meetings in

different private houses until the erection of a church on lot 13,

Idock 12, addition 13, which Avas purchased in December, 1885.

The l)uilding Avas erected and dedicated in 1886. Rev. August

Brynelson is pastor and Hazel Brynelsou is superintendent of the

flourishing Sunday school. The present officers are : Chairman,
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P. J. Johnson; vice chairman, Andrew Olson; secretary, J. A.

Palmer.

The Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hastings is con-

nected with the Minnesota conference of the Augustana synod.

Tlie first meeting, Avhich led to the organization, Avas held March

12, 1871. The church Avas erected in 187J at a cost of .$1,200

and Avas dedicated the same year. The ])astors liaAm l)een J.

Magny, J. Fremling, J. E. Linner, S. G. SAvenson, J. A. Frost

and L. A. Ilocanzon. The latter named gentleman is the present

pastor and is Avell liked liy his people. The present officials are:

J. P. Hanson, C. E. Oman, C. J. Halbeck, Oscar Kosell and John

Johnson.

German Evangelical Lutheran St. John’s.—This congregation

Avas organized in August, 1871, and the early meetings Avere held

in Teutonia. Hall. In 187.5, at a special meeting held in this hall,

it Avas resolved to build a church. January 23, 1876, at another

meeting held in the same hall, the congregation Amted to incor-

porate, and the folloAving officers Avere elected : President, Con-

rad Ostrich
;
secretary, Peter Kupp

;
trustees, Peter Smith, Diet-

rich Becker and Lorenz Biisch. The latter Avas also elected

treasurer. The church Avas erected in 1876 and Avas dedicated

October 15 of the same year. A regular Sunday school is con-

ducted in connection Avith the church and services are held

regularly, in charge of the pastor. Rev. Jacob Schadegg, of Pres-

cott, AYis. Rcav Schadegg has been pastor since the organization

of the church and is greatly beloved by his people. The present

officers are: President, A. Gustav Kuenzel
;
secretary, C. Gustav

Wilke; treasurer, W. F. Meyer; tiaistees, John Bremer and Otto

Keissner.

The First Presbyterian Church.—This church Avas founded

Ihrough the efforts of the Rev. Charles Sumner LeDuc, ably as-

sisted by the early pioneers of like faith. He Avas commissioned

by the American Home Alissionary Society at a salary of $600.00

and Avas alloAved $100.00 for an outfit. Fpou his arrival here

he purchased a claim a little beyond the Vermillion for $300.00.

A temporary dAvelling called “Lodge” Avas soon replaced by a

comfortable cottage called “Peace.” July 8, 1855, Rev. LeDuc
held his first service in the district schoolhouse on Sixth street

and Spring. The day Avas Avet and unpleasant and but thirteen

persons Avere present. Of these but fcAV AAuu’e actual members
of any Presbyterian church. After six Aveeks’ services in the

schoolhouse, ReAx LeDuc secured the use of the hall on Ramsey
street, erected by Charles Smith. Contributions Avere at once

solicited for the erection of the church. January 27, 1856, the

church Avas formally organized, the Rev. R. Hall, then of Pres-

cott, preaching the communion serAuce. The commnnion seiwice
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used oil this oeeasion was a ju-eseiit to the elmreh from friends

in iUassadiusetts. Among' the meml)ers of this elmreh in the days

of its inec'ption Avere : ]\Ir. and iMrs. Ilammon StoAvell and tAvo

daughters, Emmaline and Isabel; i\Ir. and i\Irs. F. T. Country-

man, iMrs. Tliomas Foster, IMrs. Elizahetli iMattheAvs, Mrs. Sarah

A. Simmons and Kcau and IMrs. LeDue. In June of the same
year serAuees A\u>re transferred to IMeKay's hall, on the corner of

liamsey and Third streets, AA'liere they AA'ere held until the ucav

elmreh Avas organized. On Washington’s birthday, 1856, the trus-

tees organized, the eleetion having been held tAvo days previous.

The trustees Avere : C. S. LeDue, II. B. Claflin, Ilammon StoAvell,

J. L. Belden and John Van Iloesen. In June of the same year P.

B. Curtis and Dr. Thomas Foster Avere added to the hoartl. A
suhseription pajier Avhieh Avas eireulated resulted in pledges to

the amount of ^ 1
,
000 . August 9, 1856, the contraet for erecting

the (dmreh Avas let to Thomas Lincoln. The building Avas to be

of stone and AvaS’ to he completed by the middle of November of

1 he same year. The original contract i)rice of •^’SjOOO Avas after-

Avard increased to ^2,500. August 18 the Avork Avas started and

the house Avas occupied December 7. It Avas completed in April,

1857. A hell Avas hung in place and a melodeon Avas secured.

Alonzo Day being appointed choir mastei-. Then came the linan-

cial ])anic, and it Avas not until 1863 that the church Avas freed

from debt and its i)Ossession assured. The dedication services

Avei'(‘ held September 27, 1863, Avhile the jn-eshytery of IMinnesota

Avas in session at Hastings. The church thus dedicated Avas later

disposcAl of, hut is still standing, being the stone building on the

Avest side of Vermillion strecT, betAveen Fourth and Fifth streets.

The i>resent pi’()perty on the soutliAA'est corner of Vermillion and

Sixth streets Avas then acrpiired, and in 1876 a brick church Avas

erected on this property. Tavo years later it Avas dedicated. This

building Avas struck by lightning and destroyed Septeiidier 19,

1907. Plans AV(*re at once set on foot for replacing the structure.

The neAV building, Avhieh, Avith the addition of modern improve’

ments, is an exact counterpart of the older structure, Avas com-

])leted and dedicated in 1909. The successive pastors of the

church have been as folloAVS : Pev. Charles Sumner LeDnc, 1855-

67; IveAV John W. Ray, 1867-72; Rev. Harlan Page AVeltou, 1872-

75; Rev. Alexander Telford, 1875-78; Rev. John Barnett Donald-

son, 1878-87; Rev. IL Al. Donaldson, 1887-92; Rev. J. P. Hearst,

1892-96; Rev. Al. R. Paradis, 1897-01; Rev. Archibald Durrie,

1901-05; Rev. R. L. LeAvis, 1905. The present officials of the

church are ; Session officers, J. A. Ennis, EdAvin S. Fitch, J. S.

Featherstone, C. R. AA^hitaker; timstees, J. C. Fitch (chairman),

Jerome Hanna, Prof. E. L. Porter, Theodore Cook, F. G. Stout,

B. T. Torrence and S. B. Rude.
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Tlie Presbyterian Sunday school was organized August 5,

1855, in the district schoolhouse on Sixth street and Spring.

This school was a joint Protestant school, Rev. Cressy, of the

Baptists, being the superintendent, and Rev. G. S. LeDuc, of the

Presbyterians, the Bible teacher. In January, 1856, the school

was transferred to the hall on Ramsey street, erected by Charles

Smith, and as the superintendent refused to go there, II. B.

Chatiin was chosen in his place, with Stearns as assistant and

Taylor as librarian. March 1, 1857, the Presl)yterian division

of the school removed to its church on Vermillion street. The

superintendents of the Sunday school have been: II. B. Chatiin,

G. S. AVinslow, Curtis, C. A. Baker, Edwin S. Fitch, Dr. George

E. Dennis, G. II. Hawes, Harry G. Little, J. AV. Brewster, E. C.

Stringer and Edwin S. Fitch. IMr. Fitch, during his two terms,

has served in all twenty years. Dr. F. G. Stout is now his as-

sistant.

The Rev. Charles Sumner LeDuc, first pastor of the Hastings

Presbyterian Church, was born and raised in Ohio, and received

his education in Lane Seminary and Marietta College. After

tutoring for aAvhile, he entered the ministry and was sent to

Hastings, where he organized the Presbyterian Church. He gave

lil)erally of his salary, and almost impoverished himself by his

generosity. He was an indefatigable worker, both in church

aud Sunday school, and in addition to his work in Hastings

preached at Spring Lake and Ravenna, starting a Sunday school

in the latter place at the Conway home, Alay -1, 1856. Another

S\inday scliool was started in Bell’s tavern July 20 of the same

year. Air. LeDuc died in 1867. He was outspoken against slav-

ery and made enemies among the prejudiced and thoughtless by

his justice aud courage. He was also an advocate of temperance

in a community where l)ibulousness was a common failing Avitli tlie

pioneers. His life could not fail to make its lasting impress on

the young community.

Robert Lee Lewis, pastor of the Hastings First Presbyterian

Church, was born in Charleston, S. C., Alarch 9, 1873. He re-

ceived his early education in the private and pnHic schools of his

neighborhood. In 1890 he received the Pealmry bronze medal
as merit of honor from Craft's public school. Three years later

he graduated as valedictorian from the high school of his native

city. By competitive examination he won the $800.00 cash

scholarship for the College of Charleston, and graduated from
that school in 1897. For three years he was a student in the

Princeton Theological Seminary, graduating in 1900, at which
time he received the degree of Alaster of Arts. November 27,

1900, he Avas ordained to preach by the Presbyterian Church of

the United States, his first charge being at Evansville, Ind. He
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was ordaiued to the ministry and installed as pastor of the

ITeshyterian Church at Rockport, Ind., April 11, 1901. From
Oetoher 1, 1902, to March 31, 1906, he was pastor of the Presby-

terian Church at hlllsworth, Wis. Since April 1, 1906, he has

served at Hastings, lieing greatly l)eloved by his people. Rev.

Ijewis was married September 11, 1900, to Lily Isabelle Porter, a

memlxn- of the old First Presbyterian Church of New York City.

SCHOOLS.

Hastings has an excellent educational system, which carries

the pupils from the lu’imary grades through either a high school

or a normal school course. The Central High School is located

on Ninth street, between Sibley and Ramsey. The Cooper graded
school is on Vermillion street, near the residence of General

LeDuc. The Everett school is on Second street, in Barker’s addi-

tion. The Bryant school on Spring street, l>etween Fifth and
Sixth streets, was discontinued when the Central High School

was built. The total enrollment in the Hastings schools is aboiit

650.

The schools of Hastings were under the management of the

county system of districts until Felnmary, 1866, at which time

the legislature caused an act making the city of Hastings an

independent school district and providing that all children be-

tAveen the ages of live and twenty-one should be admitted to the

school free.

The first school taught in Hastings was held in one of the

rooms in the “Buckhorn’’ hotel, then kept by William Felton.

The teacher was a klr. Gibson
;

it Avas a private school. The

first public schoolhouse Avas built in 1854 and Avas located on the

site of the Bryant school building. It Avas also used for holding

religious services by the different denominations. About 1864 the

building Avas burned, klary Nicols taught the first term of three

months. The tirst directors were IMartin Poor and James Lyons.

ChaAincey Lyons Avas enumerator for the first school census,

taken in 1855.

The board of education for the city of Hastings met at the

office of L. Van Slyke on the 11th of April, 1866, and organized

by the election of P. T. Chand)erlain as president and Rev. C. S.

LeDuc as secretary and treasurer. G. S. AVinsloAV and C. S.

LeDuc Avere appointed a committee to ascertain the indebtedness

of the district, AAdiich Avas found to he $239.13. It was voted to

hold terms of school of tAvo and one-half months, commencing

April 30. The committee appointed for the purpose of securing

rooms for holding schools reported that the TAvichell house could

be leased at a rental of $200 per year, the Tyrrell house at $6
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per month. The committee was instructed to rent them at those

figures. The first teachers employed by the board under the

present system, April 16, 1866, were Mrs. Pride, Miss Turnbull

and IMiss Agnes IdeHugh.

August 13, 1866, the board authorized school terms of nine

months duration, commencing October 1 of that year. The first

principal of public schools was J. \V. Praliek, with Miss Mar-

garet McHugh, E. Churchill, Annie Turnbull, S. Leach and H.

Langdon as assistant teachers.

Proposals were invited for the building of two school houses,

each to be 21x36 feet. Contract was awarded to C. B. and AY. AI.

Spencer at $1,770. This party -soon after refused to fulfill the

contract, and it was awarded to C. AA^. Churchill, who agreed to

build a school house according to plans furnished for $1,650.

AA^ork was commenced in July, 1866, on the building on School

scpiare in Barker’s addition, now known as the Everett school.

August 13, same year, P. Stowell was awarded contract to

Inuld a school house in the Third ward, a frame building, to cost

$1,600.

The building known as the Irving school was built l)y the

Alinnesota State Baptist Association and was designed for a

preparatory department to the State University. The building

was enclosed and one room finished, in which the Baptists opened

a school, with Rev. Thicksten as teacher for the first two years.

The school was maintained for three or four yeai’s, when the

buildings sold under a mortgage, which had been given when
the land was purchased. The property was bought by Ennis

and Plant and redeemed by the Baptist Church of Hastings and
Pliny Stowell. The latter sold his interest to the church. The

Baptists failed in their project to make the school a success on

account of the lack of funds and opposition met witli in St. Paul

and Alinneapolis. The property Avas purchased by the city school

board for $6,000 in August, 1867. About $10,000 has since been

expended in completing and furnishing the building.

The board of education of the city of Hastings consists of

two school directors for each Avard, seven in all, authorized by
special act of the legislature passed February 28, 1866. At the

first election April 11, 1866, the folloAving officers Avere elected:

President, P. T. Chamberlain; secretary and treasurer, ReA". C. S.

LeUuc, Avho resigned in September, 1867. P. AI. Crosby Avas

elected to fill the vacancy, but resigned in Alarch, 1868, Avhen

Rev. I. AI. Ray Avas appointed.

1882

—

President, J. E. Finch; secretary, E. II. Freeman;

treasurer, B. C. HoAves
;
superintendent, J. II. LeAvis

;
committee,

Alessrs. Busch, Dean, Baker, Fitch, Cobb and Lyon,

1883

—

President, J, E, Finch
;
secretary, Irving Todd

;
treas-
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urei’, John Ileiiieii; superintendent; J. II. Lewis; committee,

iMessrs. Busch, Dean, Ilodson, Fitch, Cobb and Nomvay.

188-1—President, J. C. Fitch; secretary, Irving Todd; treas-

urer, G. \V. Howes; superintendent, J. II. Lewis; committee,

iMessrs. Gobi), Dean, Fitch, Finch, Hodgson and MeShane.
1885

—

The officers this year Avere the same as the previous

year. The commiltee consisted of the Messrs. Gobi), Dean, Mc-
Bhane, Norway, Stringer, Talmadge and Fitch.

1886

—

President, Dj'. J. C. Fitcli
;

secretary, Irving Todd;
treasurer, L. S. Follett

;
superintendent, J. II. LeAvis

;
committee,

iMessi-s. Cobb, Stringer, iMcLaughlin, Dean, Talmadge, iMcShane

and Fitcli.

1887

—

The oHicers this year Avere the same as the previous

year. The commiltee consisted of tlie Jilessrs. Stringer, Meloy,

Colib, Dean, Gardner, McShane and Fitch.

1888

—

The officers tliis year Avere the same as the previous

year. Tlie committee consisted of tlie Messrs. Stringer, Meloy,

jMcShane, Dmin, IMartin, Fitch and Hindmarsh.

1889

—

TJie officers this year Avere the same as the previous

year. The commiltee consisted of the Messrs. Stringer, Meloy,

JMcShane, Dean, JMartin, Held and Fitch.

1890

—

Tlie officers Avere the same this year, Avith the exception

Unit Dennis Follett took the place of L. S. Follett as treasurer.

The committee consisted of JMessrs. Pyers, Fitch, JMcShane, Me-

loy, Sti'inger and Van Slyke.

1891

—

The officers this year Averc the same as the previous

year. The committee i-onsisted of JMessrs. Meloy, McShane, Han-

son, Dean, Van Slyke and Pyers.

1892

—

John Van Slyke AAms elected president. The other

officers remained the same. The committee consisted of Messrs,

iMeloy, Schaller, JMcShane, Hanson, Pyers and Schurch.

1893

—

From this year until 1898, the officers remained the

same. The committee this year consisted of JMessrs. Meloy,

JMcShane, Greiner, Hanson Schaller and Hanna.

1891—The committee this year consisted of JMessrs. Shaller,

Greiner, Duffy, Hanna, Meloy, and Hanson.

1895

—

The committee this year consisted of Messrs. Greiner,

Duffy, JMcHugh, Hanna, Meloy and Hanson.

1896

—

The committee this year consisted of the Messrs. Hanna,

Dean, JMcHugh, JMeloy, CadAvell and Hanson.

1897

—

The committee this year consisted of JMessrs. Dean,

Greiner, Hanna, Hanson, McHugh and Meloy.

1898

—

Michael McHugh was elected president. The other

officers remained the same. The committee consisted of Messrs.

Adsit, CadAvell, Dean, Hanna, Hanson and Heinen.

1899

—

The officers this year Avere the same Avith the exception
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that AY. F. Kiiuzee became superintendent in place of J. H.

Lewis, Avho had resigned January 21, 1899, to become superin-

tendent of public instruction in tlie state, under GoA'ernor John
Lind. A short interim between the tA\'0 Avas tilled by J. P. Alag-

nussen. During this year tlie AA’ork AA'as commenced on the beau-

tiful ueAA" high school, AAdiich AA'as completed at a cost of OA^er

.$40,000.00.

1900

—

The officers this year remained the same. The commit-

tee consisted of the Messrs. CaklAA^ell, Estergren, Hanson, Heinen,

Langenfeld and ACright.

1901

—

The officers this year remained the. same. The commit-

tee consisted of the Alessrs. Heinen, AAAught, Hanson, Estergren,

Alallett and Langenfeld. J. H. LbaaOs resumed his former posi-

tion upon the resignation of AY. F. Kunzee.

1902

—

The officers this year AA^ere the same. The committee

consisted of the Alessrs. Heinen, Estergren, AYright, Hanson,

Byers and AleShane.

1903

—

AA"^. J. AYright AA'as elected president, IrAung Todd aauas

elected secretary and Dennis Follett treasurer. A. L. AIcBee AAms

selected as superintendent, but as he did not accept E. L. Porter

AAms named in his place and took up the duties of the position.

The board consisted of Alessrs. Estergren, AleShane, Sumption,

Paetz, AYesterson and Johnson.

1904

—

President, H. L. Sumption; secretary, A. G. Alertz

;

treasurer, Dennis Follett
;
superintendent, E. L. Porter. The

board consisted of Alessrs. Byers, Estergren, AleShane, Schaller,

Torrence and AAuught. IrA'ing Todd, aaJio retired from office this

year, had serA’ed as secretary of the board for thirty years.

1905

—

The officers remained the same. Tlie board consisted of

the Alessrs. Estergren, AleShane, Alatteson, Schaller, AAT-ight and
Torrence.

1906

—

The officers remained the same. The Imard consisted of

Alessrs. Johnson, AleShane, Schaller, Sumption, Torrence and
A^an Beek.

1907

—

President, Adolph Schaller
;

secretary, A. G. Alertz

;

treasurer, Dennis Follett ; superintendent, E. L. Porter. The
board consisted of the Alessrs. Doffing, Johnson, Dorr, AleShane,

A^an Beek and Torrence.

1908

—

The officers this year remained the same. The board
consisted of the Alessrs. Doffing, Johnson, Nelson, Schoen, Tor-

rence and Van Beek.

1909

—

The officers this year remained the same. The commit-

tee consisted of Alessrs. Schoen, Van Beek, Doffing, Johnson, Tor-

rence and Nelson.
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BANKS AND BANKING.

TJie first bank in iMinnesota after the one organized in St.

Paul hy E. S. hhlgerton was operated at Hastings in 1856 by the

tii-ni of Edward Thorne, L. S. Pollett and J. L. Thorne. In the

fall of the same year, or in the spring' of 1857, Ennis & Platt

opened a private banking business on the present site of the

First National Dank, and continued there for several years.

In the spring of 1857 another firm of the name of Darling,

Carswell & Sbeffer was added to the list of private bankers.

In 1861, Thorne & Pollett became Pollett & Renick, and their

bank was incorporated under the state law, with a capital of

+25,000. J. L. Thorne meantime established a private bank, which

was also made a hank of issue, called Thorne’s Bank, in 1863. Its

cai>ital was +25,000.

In 1874 the Dakota County Bank was also organized, with R.

J. l\Iarvin ])resident and J. C. Novlin cashier. In 1877 the bank

Avent into A'oluntary liquidation.

In 1865 Thorne’s Baidv was merged into the hlerchants’ Na-

tional Bank, Avhich Avas chartered that yeai- Avith John L. Thorne

])resident and Sidney Mills, Jr., cashier. In 1874 this bank Avas

moved to IMinneapolis.

In 1864 L. S. Pollett and 8. G. Renick gave place to the Pir.st

National Bank of Hastings.

lIoAves Brothers in 1872 established a bank without issue,

Avhich Avas incorpomtetl as the Parmers’ and Traders’ Bank, in

1875.

The First National Bank, of Hastings, is the secoiul oldest

national l>ank in the state. The bank Avas organized July 15,

1864, Avhen the stockholders met and elected directors as folloAvs

:

S. G. Renick, Stephen Gardner, L. S. Pollett, II. II. Pringle and

A. AV. Gardner. S. G. Renick was elected president, Stephen

Gardner vice president and L. S. Pollett cashier. A short time

later, Denis Pollett Avas appointed teller. October 4, 1864, the

bank commenceil business. Judge S. G. Renick held office until

November 1, 1868, when he resigned. Stephen Gardner Avas

elected to fill vacancy on that day and held office until the date

of his death, Alareh 11, 1889. L. S. Pollett Avas elected president

to fill the Aureaney September 6, 1889, and held the office until

January 13, 1891, Avhen George AA". Gardner, the present presi-

dent, Avas elected. The bank enjoys an enviable prestige and

does a large business. The present officers are : President,

George AA". Gardner; vice president, Denis Pollett; cashier, John

Heinen. PolloAving is the statement of the bank issued Novem-

ber 16, 1909

:

Resources—Loans and discounts, .+443,997.48
;
overdrafts, se-
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cured and unsecured, $511.79; United States bonds to secure cir-

culation, .$20,000.00; bonds, securities, etc., $104,007.11; banlring-

liouse, furniture and fixtures, $6,734.48
;
other real estate and

mortgages owned, $8,261.48; due from state Itanks and l)ankers,

$5,217.61; due from approved reserve agents, $146,874.34; checks

and other cash items, $1,362.28
;
notes of other national banks,

$1,000.00; fractional paper currency, nickels, etc., $295.00; specie,

$19,824.63; legal tender notes, .$22,479.00; redemption fund with

United States treasurer, $1,000.00; total, .$781,565.20.

Liabilities—Capital stock paid in, $50,000.00
;
surplus fund,

$25,000.00; undivided profits, $29,141.81; national bank notes out-

standing, $19,500.00; individual deposits sub.ject to check, $202,-

290.22
;
demand certificates of deposit, $14,727.04

;
time certifi-

cates of deposit, $440,906.13; total, $781,565.20.

The German-American Bank, of Hastings, was organized in

1882. The first officers were: President, C. M. Dittmann; vice

president, AVilliam G. Ilageman; cashier, George Barbaras. The

first board of directors were: George Barbaras, AVilliam G.

Hageman, Herman Teszniann, C. AI. Dittmann and J. C. Bet-

tinger. The original capital was .$25,000 and the charter was to

run for tAventy-five years. In February, 1904, the bank Imcame

one of the AA^ellcome institutions. In 1907 the charter was re-

newed. The present officers are: President, F. II. AA^ellcome;

vice president, Theodore Cook
;
cashier, N. B. Gergen. The di-

rectors are the ahove with E. A. AA'hitford, Peter Doffing and

Charles Doffing. From 1882 to 1904 the bank occupied cpiarters

in the Alasonic block on Sibley street. From 1904 to 1909 the

business Avas located on Second street, Avest of its present loca-

tion. In October, 1909, the institution located in its neAV and

beautiful building on the corner of Second and Sibley streets.

FolloAAung is the statement issued NoAmmber 16, 1909

:

Kesources—Loans and discounts, $241,056.91; overdrafts,

$323.49
;
other bonds, stocks and securities, $24,215.00

;
banking

house, furniture and fixtures, $11,500.00; due from banks, $36,-

120.86
;
cheeks and cash items, $1,097.28 ;

cash on hand, $11,-

280.28; currency, $7,303.00; gold, $2,750.00; silver, $1,005.70;

other, $221.58
;
total cash assets, $48,498.42 ;

total, $325,593.82.

Liabilities—Capital stock, $25,000.00
;

surphis fund, $15,-

000.00; undivided profits, net, $2,707.97; deposits subject to

check, $89,594.40; demand certificates, $2,851.43; total immediate

liabilities, $92,445.83
;
time certificates, $187,440.02 ;

total deposits,

$279,885.85; unearned interest account, $3,000.00; total, $325,-

593.82.

The Gardner Mill.—The finest Avater poAver in Dakota county

is that of Vermillion falls, Avhere stands the Gardner Roller Alill.

Previous to the erection of this mill, some time in 1853 or 1854,
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iiec-ording' to Oeneral William G. LeDuc, Harrison 11. Graham
laid tdaim to the quarter section of land embracing- the falls. As
Ihere was a jiarty, James IMain by name, already holding the

claim, as he said, for Alex AVilkin and others in St. Panl, Air.

Graham, very naturally, became involved in litigation. General

DeDnc acted as Graham’s counsel and secured for him the patent.

Air. Graham's imiirovement for the falls consisted of a little

farm house of two rooms and a clumsy backwoods mill with

“two run of stone, the stones being one four and a half and the

other four feet in diameter and each placed on top of the water

shaft which drove tin* wheel. The said shaft was a tree cut from

the woods lu-ar by and rounded roughly, the foot being rounded

and standing in a cast-iron dish resting upon the lever which

raised the stone. The mill machinery was driven by the friction

of a woodmi Avheel on this shaft, rolling on a smaller wooden
wheid, which had to be renewed as fast as worn out. There was
not a cogged Avheel in the mill. The water wheels on the foot

of the driving shafts Avere percussion wheels of Avood, made
roughly by Graham, and ansAvered the purpose of grinding the

settlers’ gi-ain.”

While All-. Graham Avas General LeDuc 's client he borroAved

money of him, and Avas, moreoA^er, unable to pay the latter for

his services at the end of the litigation. In settlement of this

double imb'btedness Air. Graham made over to the general one-

half of his claim. Becoming more deeply involved thereafter,

Graham transferred the remaining half of his claim to General

LeDuc in consideration of $7,000 cash and the payment of his

jiersonal debts as Avell as any joint debts on the property. This

t ransfer Avas made early in 1856.

General LeDuc immediately rebuilt the Graham mill, a mill-

Avright named BoAvers SAi])erintending the Avork. This millAvright

Avas unfortunately draAvn into the machinery, Avhile starting it

for the first time, and crushed to death.

“PreA-ious to entering the army,” says General LeDuc, “I

sold the mill, together AAdth tAventy acres of land, to the Alessrs.

Harrison, of Illinois, for $20,000.” One of the Harrisons died

and the other sold the property to >Stephen Gardner for $27,000.

Air. Gardner immediately took possession and proceeded to erect

the stone mill Avhieh noAV end.)ellishes the north bank of the Ver-

million at the falls. This Avas in 1865.

The mill is located in the Fourth AVard of the city of Hast-

ings, although one mile frojn the city postoffice. The stone of

Avhich it is built Avas quarried from the A^ermillion riAmr, just

beloAv, and is a species of limestone.
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George Washington Gardner, business man and banker, who,

like his father before him, has been actively identified with the

business and financial life of Hastings, is one of the sons whom
Dakota county can call her own, for, although born at Columlua,

111., February 22, 1862, he Avas brought to this county as a

youngster of tAvo years and here spent the larger part of liis boy-

hood and early manhood. His parents Avere Stephen and Louisa

S. (Ingalls) Gardner, Avhose impress on the history of Hastings

and the county can never be eradicated. As a young man George

W. attended the public schools of Hastings, in AAdiich his father

took a deep interest. Later he Avas a student at St. Louis, iMo.,

in the dVashington University, for a period of one year
;
and

subsequently pursued his studies in the iMount Pleasant iMilitary

Academy at Sing Sing, N. Y., graduating in the class of 1880.

Returning to the home of his boyhood he entered the employ of

the Gardner i\lill Company, Avhich his father had estahlished in

186-1, and became general manager. OAving, hoAveAu^.r, to ill

health, caused l)y a serious fall, he Avent Avest in 1885 and pur-

chased the Gardner Farm of 3,500 acres, under cultivation at

Buffalo, N. D. After the death of his father, he succeeded him

as president of the First National Bank of Hastings, holding that

position to the present day. He is also a director in the Nortli-

Avestern Trust Company, of St. Paul, and has otlier liusiness hold-

ings. AVhile still an active participant in the financial interests

of Hastings, j\Ir. Gartlner makes his home in St. Paul, Avhere he

is a member of the hlinnesota Club and the Toavu and Country

Club. His residence, built in colonial style, is at 301 Summit
avenue, in that city. Mr. Gardner Avas married, January 25,

1891, to Claribel Hannah, daughter of Perry Hannah, of Traverse

City, IMicli. This union has been blessed Avith tAvo sturdy boys

:

George Hannah Gardner, born Septeml)er 3, 1896, and Truman
Perry Gardner, born Alareh 26, 1899. A recent neAvspaper clip-

ping says: “i\Ir. Gardner Avas for many years an enthusiastic

hunter, but some years ago gave i\p hunting, Avhich took him
aAvay from his family, for golf, Avhich he can play at home. He
does not ahvays Avin his- golf matches, but he is ahvays an
opponent to be reckoned Avith.” Though A'ery successful and
Avith multitudinoiAs demands upon lifs time and energies, he is

unassuming and democratic, easily approachal)le to any aaIio may
need his assistance or adAuce.



CHAPTER XII.

SOUTH AND WEST ST. PAUL.

Old Township of West St. Paul—Early Settlers, Schools, and
Villages—City of South St. Paul—Swift & Company Plant

—Live Stock Activities—Postoffice, Schools and Churches

—

West St. Paul City—Formation and Separation T'rom South

St. Paul.

The old township of West St. Fan] Avas situated in the northern

])art of Dakota county. It Avas bounded on the nordh l)y Ramsey
county, on the northeast and east l)y the Mississippi river, on

the south hy Inver GroAuy and on the Avest hy iMendota. As
originally laid out, it contained also, all of tOAvnship 28 north,

of range 22 Avest, of the fourth princii)al meridian, hut for the

sake of better ]>olice regulations the old village of AVest St. Paul

Avas attached to the city of St. Paul, hy act of the legislature,

a])proved March 9, 1874. The question Avas submitted to a vote

of the jmople, anti having the promise of a free bridge into St.

Paul Avas easily carried.

The first meeting for the purpose of organizing the tOAvn Avas

held Alay 11, 1858, at the house of R. AI. Prohstfteld, in AAdiat is

noAV the city of St. Paul. It Avas a frame building. Aised as a

(lAvelling and saloon. Alpheus R. French Avas chosen moderator,

and R. R. Phelan, clerk. After some discussion as to the propriety

of calling the tOAvn Kaposia, it Avas decided to name it as sug-

gested hy the hoard of county commissioners at their meeting

April 6, 1858. After selecting a name the folloAving officers. Avere

elected: J. W. AlcGrath, G. C. Dumvell, John Aloffett, su[)er-

A’isors
;
D. A. Denton, clerk; L. D. BroAvn, assessor; R. AI. Prohst-

field, collector; A. R. French and J. A^anderhorck, .iustices of

the peace ;
II. Derrick and J. AlcCarthy, constables

;
Thomas

Odell, overseer of poor; John Rigney, John Silk, Sr., and Jacob

Alarthaler, overseers of roads.

FolloAving is a list of the early supervisors and clerks. Super-

visors : 1859, John TroAver, John Silk, Sr., August Korfhage

;

1860, John TroAver, Jacob Alarthaler, John Fitzgerald; 1861, N. N.

Thompson, Jacob Alarthaler, AVilliam Blase; 1862, AI. T. Alurphy,

Jacob Stutzman, John Fitzgerald; 1863, AI. T. Alurphy, B. L.

Sellers, Jacob Stutzman; 1864, II. E. BiclAvell, Taylor,

James SAveeney
; 1865, II. E. BidAAmll, James SAveeney, Paul Ilart-

286
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nagie
;
1866, G. AY. H. Bell, AYilliani K. Dixon, Moses Bixler

;
1867,

Aloses Bixler, AYilliani K. Dixon, Alieliael Iten; 1868-69, J. C.

AlcCarty, E. Sangerin, A. Jobst; 1870, James Locke, John Kulen-

kamp, Louis Touchett
;
1871, AATlliani Kern, John Knlenkamp,

Lonis Touchett
;
1872-73, G. AY. H. Bell, Thomas Odell, Joseph

Alinea
; 1871, Joseph Hare, AA'illiam Kern, Thomas AA'alsh

; 1875,

Charles Thoele, Jacob Alarthaler, AA^illiam K. Dixon; 1876, Charles

Thoele, Frederick Thoele, Jacob Alarthaler; 1877, Peter Tierney,

Frederick Goldberg, Alathias Schaffer; 1878, Peter Tierney, Ala-

thias Schaffer, John Kuleiikamp
;
187.9-80, Peter Tierney, Alathias

Schaffer, AA'illiam K. Dixon.

Clerks: 1859-60, H. T. Upham
; 1861, Aloses Bixler; 1862-63,

James Sweeney; 1861-65, K. N. Guiteau
; 1866, John Barlow;

1867, A. J. Bidwell
;
1868-69-70, Phillip Crowley; 1871-72, E. II.

AYood
;

1873-71, AA'illiam Bircher; 1875-76, Frank Lockwood;

1877-78, John Kockendorfer
;
1879-80, C. J. Cook.

The officers elected for 1881, were A. J. Gillett, AY. K. Dixon,

Jacob Alarthaler, supervisors; Noah Groff, clerk; Ilartwig Deppe,

treasurer; \Y. A. Forshee, assessor; Joseph Hurley, justice of the

peace
;
Alartin Furlong, constable. Hurley failed to qualify, and

James Locke resumed .the office.

The first actual settlers of the township, after the mission-

aries and the Indian farmers and traders, came in 1851. Among
the arrivals of that year were: Sylvester AI. Cook, James Swee-

ney, AYilliani Thompson, James Dixon, James Locke, John and

Patrick Fitzgerald and Edward Aloran.

Among those who came in 1852 were, Jerome Pettijohn, Horace

Dresser, Patrick Hurley and his sous, A. K. French, AY. K.

Brown, J. AI. Griggs, AA'illiam Dickman, Caspar Hodene. Adam
Lashinger, Perrit, Janies Corrigan, John Burke, E. Sweeney, T.

AIcNamara, Peter Tierney, Bartlett and Thomas Daily, James
Alartin, Kobarge, and Horace and Orrin Bromley.

Among the arrivals of 1853 were Bixler, Paul Hart-

nagle, G. 11. Blase, Joseph Nasser, Adam Lever, Samuel Gehhin,

F. Schultz, Kevereud August Korfhage and Jacob Alarthaler.

The earliest birth occurred at the Kaposia mission. Henry
AI. AA'illiamson, son of tlie Reverend Doctor NYilliamson, was born

at the mission house early in Alarcli, 1851. He lived with his

parents at Kaposia until they removed to Y'ellow Aledicine. He
graduated in the first class of the State ITiiversity at Alinne-

apolis, in 1873, and then practiced law at Flandreau, S. D.

Louella J. Cook, daughter of Sylvester AI. Cook, ivas born in the

mission house at Kaposia. She lived with her parents until

grown, and engaged in teaching. In November, 1876, she mar-

ried J. B. Gaston, and went to AA'ilmar, Kandiyohi county, ivliere

both engaged in teaching. Horace J.. son of Horace and Eliza-
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luTli Dresser, was born on liis father’s elaini, the land later being

purchased l).v Van Buskirk, January 19, 1853. Mary, daughter

of Jolin MciSJiane, was l)orn early in 1853. Charles D. Bell, June

28, the same yeai-.

The first deaths in the town were the daughter of IMartin Fur-

long in 1853, and about the same time, at Kaposia mission, a

child of John Alton died. The former was buried at Mendota.

Ovdside the mission the first marriage was that of Benjamin
Herring and Esther Abraham, performed by Justice Locke, April

9, 1855.

Early Schools. The first school, excepting the mission was
conducted in the summer of 1855, in a small log house on the

southwest (piartei- of the southwest quarter of section 7, on the

claim made by (1. W. II. Bell in the summer of 1852. The teacher,

Eleanora Scmmans, was paid by subscrijdiou. Because of the

nearness of St. Paid, and the oi>ening of schools south of town,

schoolhouses wej'c not built as I'apidly as the growth of popula-

tion would admit, though one district, however, soon had a house

built. About 1871 it was replaced, on land belonging to G. W.
Wentworth. Another district was taught during the summer of

1857 by Margaret A. Brown in a small shanty on land owned by

Theobald IMotz, and had aPout twelve pupils. The school was
afterwards transferred to a shoji Inult l»y F. IM. Libbey, and con-

linued in that structure until another house Avas built in 1863.

Another school district Avas orgaidzed December 1, 1860, at the

house of G. II. Blase. The first teacher Avas Margaret Funk. In

1878 a house Avas erected, located on the east half of the south-

ea.st quarter of section 32, on the road running Avest from the

“German” road to Ft. Paul.

Early Churches. The first church organization, after the

missions, Avas under the direction of the K-everend Richard Dud-

geon, at the mission house at Kaposia after it Avas abandoned

as a mission. Services Avere held irregularly in this building for

a couple of years, and occasionally at a little log house on Orriu

Bromley’s claim. After a year’s service, Mr. Dudgeon left the

congregation Avithout a pastor until 1855, Avhen ReArerend Kidder

took charge, bid^ remained only a short time. After a Amcancy

of a fcAV months. Reverend L. D. BrOAvn came and preached about

a year, and Avas succeeded by Reverend Rich.

The Second Adventists, organized under the leadership of

Reverend Hines many years ago, and soon had quite a large con-

gregation. After holding meetings for a time in the schoolhouse

they disbanded.

The Zion German Methodist Society Avas organized at the

house of Adam Lashinger, in the summer of 1853, by the Reverend

A. Korfhage. In the spring of 1854, a church was partially built.
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It was a log structure, 22x32 feet, and located on land owned by

Lashinger. On account of a change of the road, the church was

soon afterward moved from that site to the southeast quarter of

section 32. In 1858, five acres of land were bought and divided

into three lots, one for the church, one for a cemetery and one

for camp meetings. The log church Avas used until 1868, Avhen

a brick building, 26x10 feet, Avith seating capacity of 150 persons

Avas built. Some of the early pastors Avere ; GustaAm Zollman,

John Sclmell, J. G. Speckman, G. D. Siebrasse, Carl Ilollman,

F. "\V. Fiegenbaum, Philip Funk, John Sclmell, 'William Robert,

Henry Bottcher, EdAvard Schutte, Henry Dietz and George

Hartung.

The German Evangelical Church Avas l)uilt by a branch of the

Zion German Methodist Society. They called themseHes “Al-

brechts.” IlaAdng no organization of their OAvn, they met for a

number of years Avith the Zion congregation. Their first meet-

ings, independent of that order, Avere held at private houses, under

the leadership of ReA^erend Tarnuzer. In 1880, ReA'erend Holster

took charge of the congregation. The church Avas built in the

spring of 1875.

Union cemetery Avas laid out in March, 1867, on land pre-

sented by N. N. Thompson, to the Union Cemetery Association.

It Avas located Avest of the St. Paul and Hastings road, on the

south side of section 31.

Abandoned Village. At the time of the settling of this tOAvn-

ship the government alloAved to any person Avho laid out a tOAvn-

site and matle certain improvements, a full section of land. In

1857, BroAvn, Vaiden and Hall employed Mumford and Belden,

surveyors, to lay out a toAvn on the north shore of Sun-fish lake,

on the south half of section 30, toAAmship 28, range 22, and the

southeast quarter of section 25, toAAmship 28, range 23. It AAms

platted into large lots, and recorded March 6, 1857, under the

name of Glentoro. HoAveA^er, the enterprise fell through.

EARLY VILLAGES.
In the northern part of the toAAUi, on sections 16, 17 and 18,

lots and out-lots Avere laid out as part of the city of St. Paul.

Jackson and BidAvell’s addition to AYest St. Paul was
made as early as 1856. AA'est St. Paul Aullage Avas then

Avhat is noAv the AA'est Side, St. Paul, and Avas in Dakota county.

The part noAv in the present city of AA'est St. Paul, Avas laid out

on the north half of the noi’theast quarter of section 18. DaAV-

sons’ out-lots included the entire northeast quarter of section 17.

It Avas laid out into five acre lots.

Smith’s out-lots, surA^eyed in 1871, Avere on the nortliAAmst

quarter of section 18, toAvmship 28, range 22, and northeast quarter

of section 13, toAAmship 28, range 23.
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AVasliington Heights additiou to St. Paul was made in Octo-

ber, 1874, on land owned by Ira Bidwell, in the northeast quarter

of the uoi’tbwest quarter of section 17. Albrecht’s out-lots were
laid out in IMarch, 1880, on the northwest quarter of section 16,

and included all that part of the quarter lying west of the St.

I’aid and Hastings road.

SOUTH ST. PAUL CITY.

South St. Paul is delightfully situated on the Mississippi river

a few miles l)elow St. Paul. It is undoubtedly the coming live

stock center of the world, and is now the only live stock market

in the northwest. The city has excellent streets, a good sewerage

and Avaterworks system, a tine electric liglit plant, a city hall,

excellent railroad service, fine school facilities, a live iieAvspaper,

and many other advantages.

The population is 5,178, an increase of 2,856 in eight years.

The bank deposits are .1^1,000,000, an increase of ^|i750,000 in eight

years. The l)aidt clearings are .'j?35,000,0(10, an increase of $26,000,-

000 in eight years. The valuation of property is $2,322,160, an

increase of $1,187,748 in eigld. years. The Amine of school prop-

erty is some $158,000. There are over five miles of Avater mains

and over seventeen miles of electric mains.

The city of South St. Paid Avas originally a part of the old

toAvnship of AVest St. Paul. The date of its first occupation by the

Indians is unknoAvn. The main village of Kaposia Avas moved
from across the riAmr in the thirties, hut from time immemorial,

there Avas doubtless au offshoot of the village occupying the site

of Avhat is noAV South Park, first Avard of the city of South St.

Paul. An extended Idstory of the old Kaposia village, and Little

Ch’OAV is found earlier in this volume. Alissionary efforts at this

point are also discussed at length elseAvhere.

About 1836, tAvo brothers named Kavanagh Avere sent here by

the Alethodist society. Acconqianying them Avere their Avives and

a Mrs. Boartlman and Julia BosAvell, as teachers. In this company,

though independent of the mission, came Charles CaAmliei', AY. E.

BroAAUi, and a man named King. After a short time this mission

Avas abandoned. About 1848, AA’'. R. BroAvii married Airs. Board-

man, and )uoved to a claim in AA^ashington county, near Red Rock.

The ceremony Avas performed by one of the KaAmnagh brothers,

and Avas probably the first in the toAvn. Cavalier soon folloAved

BroAvn to Red Rock, and for a time engaged in drug business, and

later went to British America. Aliss RosAvell and the Kavanaghs

returned to Kentucky, and one of the brothers afterAvard became

a Alethodist bishop in the South.

During the year 1846, the American Board of Commissioners
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sent the Reverend Doctor T. S. AVillianison liere to establisJi a

mission, and money Avas furnished to erect mission ])iuldings. This

l)ioneer and his works are descril)ed elsewliere. The work on

the mission Imilding Avas done by Doctor AVillianison, Avith the

assistance of others. AVhen completed it Avas 30x36 feet, Avith

eighteen foot posts and contained eleA^en rooms and closets. A
quarter of a mile south of this, A. Robertson, the government

farmer, lived in a log house.

Associated Avith the doctor, as teachers, Avere Jane AA'iHiamson,

his sister, Sylvester AI. Cook and John Alton. Cook came in the

spring of 1818, and Alton in 1852. AVhen the treaty transferring

the Indian lands to the gOA^ernment Avas concluded in 1852, and

the Indians transferred farther Avest, the land heretofore occu-

pied by the mission Avas throAvn open for entry, and Aliss William-

son endeavored to hold it under the pre-emption act. In order to

become the “head of a family,” she adopted tAvo Indian boys.

A tOAvnsite company Avith Pranklin Steele at the head had

looked upon this as the place for a toAvn, and gave Aliss AVilliani-

son a note for $3,000 to abandon possession. The laAv reipiired

that all persons holding tOAvnsite claims should make Avithin a

giA'en time certain iiniiroA^ements. The coinjiany quarreled Avith

their surveyors Avho refused to sign the plats, and the prospective

enterprise Avas abandoned.

A number of settlers came in 1851. Sylvester AI. Cook had
been a teacher at the mission at Kaposia since 181:8. Having made
up his mind to remain after the ratilication of the treaty, he took

a claim in the northeast quarter of section 34 and the nortliAvest

quarter of section 35. On this he erected a building and took his

family doAvn to it, living there until his death, December 22, 1858.

In 1852, Jerome Pettijohn located his land on sections 34 and

35, but did not live on it, trading it soon afteiuvard for his sis-

ter’s, Airs. Cook’s interest in their homestead in Illinois.

4)uring the summer, A. R. French settled on section 22, but

after living on this land for a feAV years, lost it.

J. AI. Griggs Avas unfortunate Avith his claims. He first settled

in Red Rock, AAmshington county, in 1850. Tavo years later, in

company Avith his brother-in-laAV, AV. R. BroAvn, he came into

Dakota county ami took a claim in the center of section 27. AVhile

absent, during the folloAving Avinter his claim Avas jumped by
Orrin Bromley. Griggs took another claim and lost it in the

same Avay. He next took a claim in the southern part of section

27. He continued to reside here until his death, April 18, 1868.

AA". R. BroAAm entered a claim on the south side of section 27

and the north side of section 34. He continued to live in AVash-

ington county and sent a man named Hoyt to liAm on his place.
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He subse([ueully sold it to O. C. Gibbs. The property was later

l)urehased by the Saddler brothers.

A. F. iUesseiiger who had arrived in St. Paul in 1853, concluded

to make a claim and ascertaining the state of affairs regarding

the site, following the advice of friends, pre-empted it in 1855.

A spirited contest followed, but was compromised )>y iMr. IMessen-

ger giving to the company the soidhern part of the claim in the

southwest quarter of section 22. Mr. IMessenger received his

patent February 16, 1856. In June following, he sold an undivided

half to Sherwood Iloiigh, of St. Paul, then deputy clerk of the

territoi'ial supreme court. A. J. Whitney, clerk of the court also

l)ecame interested, with Judge Moses Sherburne. A townsite was

laid out in August, and recorded November 13, following. A
short time after lie received his jiatent, Mr. IMessenger was offered,

but refused .+5,(JUG for the land. In a short time the town was

platted, quite a number of lots were sold. The venture, liOAvever,

did not [u-ove a success.

Until the massacre of 1862, the Indians visited their former

home each Avinter. It is said that Little CroAV, accomiAanied by

tAvo Avives, came to the place a short time before the outbreak,

.stating that his braves Avished to make Avar again.st the A\diites

and that he had refused. After remaining a couple of days, he

packed his goods, and, Avitli his Avives, embarked in tAvo canoes,

saying he had discovered Indian signs. A fcAV hours after his

departure, a numlier of braA^es, in their Avar paint, came, saying

that they intended to kill Little Crow if he did not join them

against the Avhites. After Avarning Mrs. Messenger and her chil-

dren that unless they left they Avould lie killed, the Avarriors

departed. This incident Avas reported to the authorities, but

they took no pi-ecautious against the danger.

Previous to the ratification of the treaty with the Indians, in

1852, the land in this neighborhood Avas not subject to entry, and

no permanent settlement covdd lie made. A feAV adventurous

persons, feeling sure that the treaty Avould be made, took claims

in 1851. A feAV of these, and especially those Avho had been

connected Avith the mission, held the friendship of the Indians,

and Avere not molested. Others stayed at considerable risk of

annoyance.

July 3, 1884, a Avarranty deed Avas given by Albert J. Gillette

and Avife for a right of Avay through their farm for the Great

Western Railroad. This land Avas entered August 30, 1855, by

Alpheus R. French, better known as Captain French, a Mexican

AA"ar veteran. The farm was located in the south half of the

soutliAvest quarter of section 22, toAvnship 28, range 22, AAdaich is

noAv a part of South St. Paul. Air. Gillette also oAAmed lot 5,

Avhieh takes in the greater part of the stock yards property.
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Patrick H. King, now proprietor of King’s Hotel, South St.

Paul, relates that he passed through this locality in 1856. He
made a trip over the old Indian trail from Mendota to Kaposia

and returned by the river road to his farm near Hastings. The

only house he passed after leaving Kaposia village, now South

Park, was Dr. Jarvis’, located near Dr. Barton’s present home in

Inver Grove.

George AYentworth in the early days purchased an eighty

acre farm, west of what is now South Park, and used the place

as a stock farm, feeding sheep and cattle. His farm was origi-

nally the claim of John Devlin, now deceased. James Buchanan’s

signature is attached to the government patent which is still

preserved. Air. AVentworth was one of the early aldermen of

South St. Paul, and after the city was divided, of AA^est St. Paul.

AA'entworth avenue, in South Park, is named in his honor.

AA^ith the growth of St. Paul, improvement companies natural-

ly began to turn their eyes in the direction of Dakota county, as

a probable site of future prosperous suburbs. The land lying

along the west bank of the Alississippi, whioh in the early days

had been platted by A. E. Alesseuger, but abandoned into farm

land, was fixed upon as an ideal location for a new city. Accord-

ingly the Clark-Bryant Improvement Company, a real estate firm

of St. Paul, began to purchase land for the purpose of fouding

a city. The first farm acquired was that of Godfried Schmidt,

who had taken up a claim in what is now knovm as South Park.

Later the company purchased the John Silk farm. The first year,

1886, 280 acres were acquired and platted, and the firm kept

buying until 800 acres had been purchased, the Alessenger and

Lockv'ood farms being included in tbe tracts. The Clark-Bryant

Improvement Company, was bound that this new pro.ject should

succeed. In 1887, the company gave twenty-seven acres of land

which cost them S300 an acre, for the purpose of locating rail-

road shops. Alany other companies were given land and offered

special inducements to settle here. The AA'aterous Engine AA'orks,

the Hall, Thompson Alanufacturing Company (brass foundry

L

the AA’arner, Huff Company (old South Park Foundry Company),
the Leach Alalleable Iron AA'orks, the Duane Iron Foundry, and
the Gordon & Turgeson Company (gloves and fur dressingJ, lo-

cated here
;
50 men were employed in the railroad shops, a fifty-

two room hotel was built, fifteen houses and a brick block were

erected, and the city was well on its prosperous career. South

Park postoffice was established October 25, 1886, and the post-

master was A. D. S. Clark, who also opened the first grocery

store, and is still in office. The only one of the factories here

mentioned at present doing business in South Park is the old

South Park Foundry and Alachine Company.
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Oue of the early i)roinotious of Soutli St. Paul by C. AV. Clark

and others, uas an elevated railroad with pneinnatie tube. A
power house was Iniilt on the hanks of the river, and the road

was built for three-quarters of a mile, but was abandoned after

considerable loss of money.

In the meantime business was branching out into what is now
the second ward of South St. Paul. Patrick AlcAulift' relates that

in Alarch, 1887, Concord street, where the cars are now running,

was occupied by five shacks used for saloon purposes. Air. AIc-

Auliff was the first to establish a hotel in this ward, erecting it

near the i>resent stock exchange building, in block 1, lot 10, stock

yards rearrangement. The hotel was known as the American

House.

The city of South St. Paul was created from the old township

of AVest St. Paul by the state legislature. At that time it em-

braced “All of sections 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21; all of 22 and 26

Avest of the Alississippi
;

all of 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 and 31;

that }>art of 35 Avest of the Alississippi; and the soutlnvest quarter

of the southeast quarter of 7. The city Avas divided into five

Avards, and the charter named the first aldermen as folloAvs: Jo-

seph H. LaAvrence, George N. AYentAvorth, Philip CroAvley, James

AlcGrath and Ii-Avin Alarshall.

The first mayor of the city of South St. Paul Avas Joseph H.

IjaAvrence. N. S. Goff Avas the first recorder. The next

mayor Avas John Silk, Alay 18, 1887, Avith AYilliam Bircher as

recordei-. In 1889 came AY. G. Denney, Avith P. Todd as recorder.

In July, 1891, came Alichael Graham, Avith J. P. Nolan as recorder.

Ji;ly 1, 1893, came Charles Pitch Avith J. F. Baker as recorder.

From 1895 to 1897, Alichael Graham served again, Avith J. P.

Nolan for recorder. Frank L. Henderson served from 1897 to

1899, and C. AY. Clark Avas recorder. George L. Lytle served

from 1899 to 1905, and C. AY. Clark continued as recorder. From
1905 to 1907, A. S. Francis seiwed as mayor and J. J. O’Brien

as recoi-dcr. In 1907 the charter Avas changed, and the iieAv

mayor, C. L. Kye, took office in April. J. J. O’Brien Avas clerk.

George L. Lytle again became mayor in 1909 and J. J. O’Brien

continued in office as clerk.

Schools. The schools of South St. Paul have reached a high

degree of efficiency under the able direction of Superintendent

Louis AY. Isaacs. The .sy.stem conducts the pupils from the pri-

mary grades, through high school, and fits them for college, for

commercial life or for teaching. The Aulue of the schoolhouses,

consisting of six brick l)uildings, in South St. Paul is about

$158,000. In the first Avard at South Park are situated the old

and the ncAv Lincoln schools. Josephine Ratz is at the head of the

Lincoln school. The Roosevelt school, Avith Cora AI. Day in
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charge, is also in this ward. In the second ward is the old Stick-

ney school and the new Central high school. The staff of the

high school is as follows : Superintendent, Louis AY. Isaacs
;
prin-

cipal, Catherine Hodge; science, Myra Johnson; music. Lulu AA"ag-

ner
;
commercial department, Alina Carr

;
German, Louise Catur

and Ella Koscoe. In the third ward is the AAMshington school

and annex, with Alargaret Alyers at its head. A little over 1,000

pupils are enrolled in these schools.

Postotfice. South St. Paul is supplied Avith excellent mail

facilities under the able charge of AndreAv J. Da^ds, avIio has

served since Alarcli, 1907. The staff consists of the postmaster,

assistant and six clerks. The office AAms opened April 3, 1888.

H. AI. Littell served until October 18, 1888
;
AI. F. Lineau seiwed

until Alarch 1, 1890. AYallaee Telford had a short term until

June 12, 1891, when A. S. AA'eymouth took charge. From Octo-

ber 1, 1891, to Alay 1, 1892, John Ileinen Avas postmaster, after

AAdiich A. S. AA^eymouth came again into office, remaining until

January 13, 1891. Janies Reid served until September 1, 1897

;

and Avas folloAved by Edgar P. Gould aaJio held office until Alarch

5, 1907, Avhen the present postmaster assumed his duties. The

office Avas in the fourth class from April 3, 1888 to April 1, 1897.

It Avas then changed to third class, and so remained until July 1,

1900, AAdien it became second class.

The South St. Paul Electric Light, Heat and Power Company
Avas organized in January, 1905, and began operations July 15,

of the same year. The first president Avas Albert Bannigartner,

at that time assistant chief engineer for SAvift & Company. The

secretary AA^as Alike O’Toole; the treasurer, John Coates; and

the directors Avere these three gentlemen Avith Emil AA". Erick.

The caiiital stock Avas placed at $5,000. The present officers are

Emil Garde, president; Alike O’Toole, secretary; John Coates,

treasurer
;
Emil AA". Erick, general manager and assistant secre-

tary and treasurer. The capital stock remains the same.

The real founders of the company Avere the Alessrs. O'Toole,

Coates and Erick. Air. O’Toole had installed a ten horse-poAver

gasoline engine plant in his hotel, furnishing 100 lights for his

oAA'n use. Air. Coates had established a similar plant, furnishing

150 lights for his hotel. Neither gentleman Avas entirely satis-

fied with his results, and Air. Erick was consulted. Albert Bauin-

garten, a practical electrician, Avas placed in charge. Alessrs.

Garde and Erick, both expert mechanics, drew up the plans and

superAused the AAdiole construction of the present plant. The
capacity of the plant and the efficiency of the ecpiipnient hau'e

been increased from time to time. In 1905, the company was
incorporated under the state laws of Alinnesota, receiving its

franchise at the same time as the street railroad. The company
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now has about 350 customers, and supplies the city Avith betAveen

tifty-three and sixty-three arc lights. Both poAver and lights are

SAipplied to a large number of the leading industries of the city.

SWIFT & COMPANY.

The fSouth St. Paul plant of SaaOD & Company, covers tAventy-

one acres of ground; the buildings, Avith a door space of tAventy-

three acres, covering eight and a halt acres of ground. The plant

has a daily capacity of 1,500 cattle and calves
;
2,000 sheep and

5,000 hogs.

It has more floor space than the SAvift & Company plants at

St. Louis and Fort AVorth, but less than those at Chicago, Kansas

City, Omaha and St. Joseph. Its l)uildings cover more acres than

those at Fort AVorth, Omaha and St. Louis, but less than those at

Chicago, Kansas City and St. Joseph.

SAvift & Company aauis founded by the late Gustavus F. SAvift,

Avho Avas its president and active head until 1903. Associated

Avith him in the conduct of the business Avere his brother, the late

EdAvin C. SAvift, of Boston, vice-president of the corimration until

1895; tirst A'ice-president to 1903, and chairman of the board of

directors from 1903 to 1906; Louis F. SAvift, treasurer until 1895;

second vice-president from 1895 to 1903, and president from 1903

to the present time
;
EdAvard F. SAvift, vice-president since 1903

;

Charles F. SAvift, sales manager and director since 1907. The

three latter are sons of the founder. The tinaucial affairs of the

coi’poration haA'e been administered since 1895 by the present

treasurer, L. A. Carton, Avho is also a director. D. E. HartAvell

has been secretary of the company since its organization.

The business management has, therefore, had an uninterrupt-

ed continuity of cxecutiA^es imbued Avith harmonious policies and

like purposes unparalleled among great commercial enterprises.

They are ahvays accessible, giAm unremitting attention to eAmry

feature and detail of the Inisiness, and have learned its innermost

Avorking from every practical standpoint.

The ])resent officers of the company are : L. F. SAvift, presi-

dent
;
EdAvin F. SAvift, vice-president

;
L. A. Carton, treasurer

;

I). E. irartAvell, secretary. Directors: L. F. SAvift, Chicago; L. B.

Brainerd, Hartford, Conn; L. A. Carton, Chicago; Dumont Clarke,

Ncav Abn-k
;
EdAvard F. GAvift, Chicago

;
D. Al. Anthony, Pall

Liver, Alass.
;
Charles II. SAvift. Chicago.

St, Paul Union Stockyards Company. The site of the St. Paul

Union Stockyards Company is about five miles south of St. Paul,

and occupies land that Avas formerly a SAvamjA. It is comprised

in a tract of aliout 250 acres, Avith a mile or more of frontage

on the right bank of the Alississippi river. Of this tract, about
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140 acres is taken np by the yards proper, including Swift’s

large i:>lant (occupying twenty-four acres) and the two smaller

plants of McCormick and Bronson. Tlie daily capacity of the

packing houses in round figures is 1,600 cattle, 5,500 hogs and

2,500 sheep.

Swift & Company completed and opened for hiisiness in 1907

their new beef and mutton house, 112 liy 170 feet, and 68 feet

Jiigh, three floors and basement
;
the most recent example of brick,

concrete and steel construction, being the most advanced in abat-

toir appointments and arrangements, making it one of the show

places of St. Paul.

The following details of the yards will be of general interest:

Chutes—east side single deck, 21 ;
east side combination, single

and double deck, 30 (chutes 1-25 have concrete and lu’ick plat-

forms and runways) ; Avest side single deck, 45 ;
total, 96. Stock

pens, (except sheep feeding), 1,162.

AVorking capacity: Cattle, 15,000; hogs, 12,000; sheep for

market (under cover), 10,000; sheep for market (open pens),

25,000; sheep foi- feeding (90 slieds), 110,000; horse barns, 200:

car loads, 925.

Raihvay tracks, 18. miles; seAvers, 7 miles; Avater, 7 miles;

artesian Avells, 4; daily capacity of Avells, 1,000,000 gallons; Are

liydrants, 28 ;
track scales, 4 ; stock scales, 5 ;

Avagon scales 1

.

Sheep Dipping and Shearing. These tAvo plants are in one

L-shaped building, the dip occupying the longer arm. The tAvo

SAvimming Aurts are 113 feet and 33 feet long respectiAudy
;
the

longer one ending Avith a reA'olving incline that helps the sheep

out and lauds them in the dripping room. The shearing floor is

of concrete 47x83, and is ecpiiiAped Avith shafting of tAventy-six

machines, the motiAm. poAver being electricity. This room is tAven-

ty-one feet high, and is Avell lighted and A'cntilated.

The first train of cattle to andve in the Union Stockyards at

South St. Paul, came ovu^r the Gi'eat Northern, arriving in South

St. Paid, Septeml)er 30, 1887. Tlie cattle Avere AVashington stock,

OAvned t)y Air. Kamsey. They Avere fed liy James Peid, the present

superintendent of the yards, and loaded out for the Chicago

market, October 1, of the same year.

The packing house Avas under Avay, and the first hog killing

conducted in January, 1888, by the Anglo-American Packing

and Provision Company, familiarly knoAvn as the FoAvler Brothers.

A fcAv statistics shoAving the groAvth of business at the stock-

yards cannot fail to proAU^ of interest. In the year 1888, the total

yearly receipts Avere as folloAvs: Cattle, 31,514; calA'es, 2,210;

hogs, 272,712; sheep, 61,343; horses, 806; cars, 5,831. In 1907,

this had increased to: Cattle, 458,763; cahms, 60,848; hogs, 866,-

777
;
sheep, 567,830

;
horses, 14,557

;
cars, 323,203.
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The total shipments for the year 1888 were as follows: Cat-

tle, 22,706; calves, 1,661; hogs, 8,060
;

'sheep, 49,509; horses, 428;

cars, 1,730. The total shipments in 1907 had increased to: Cat-

tle*, 363,392; calves, 15,509; hogs, 72,605; sheep, 488,744; horses,

14,098; cars, 16,984.

Jn 1888, there were driven into the yards, 763 cattle
;
14 calves

;

336 hogs, 1,968 sheep and 44 horses. In 1907 this had increased

to: Cattle, 7,732; calves, 489; hogs, 6,460; sheep, 2,615; horses,

106.

The first record of cattle driven out was taken in 1902 : Cattle,

12,502; calves, 2,895; hogs, 445; sheep, 6,084; horses, 104, In

1907 this had increased to: Cattle, 15,225; calves, 4,850; hogs,

682
;
sheep, 2,023 ;

horses, 437.

In 1888 the total nnml)er of head received was 368,585. In

1907 this had increased to 1,968,775.

South St. Paul Live Stock Exchange. This association has

l)cen in existence since 1897, and has contributed much to the

l)usiness developinent of South St. Paul. Its meml)ers are hound
by certain rules which have lieen formulated for the mutual ad-

vantage and protection of its members, as well as to insure that

the live stock l)usiness shall be conducted on the highest possible

])lane of business honor. Charles L. Haas has served as president

since the organization. The other officers are: Vice-president,,

Edward M. Randall; treasurer, John J. Flanagan; secretary, T.

(i. ^lichelmore; directors, Charles L. Haas, E. M. Randall, P. J.

Cibbons, C. iH. Engemoen and F. R. Friend.

The South St. Paul Horse Exchange does a good business, and

keeps its stables well filled with animals available for all kinds

of work.

Employes’ Benefit Association. In recent years. Swift & Com-

l)any’s employes have found it both expedient and wise to organ-

ize an Employes’ Benefit Association. This association has proven

itself of the greatest advantage to its 13,311 members, 3,205 of

whom have, up to December 1, 1908, already received benefits

aggregating ^t’64,103.45. Membership in the association is limited

to employes of Swift & Company, and the management is vested

in the control of a board elected by the membership.

Stockyards Terminal Railway Company. All railroads enter-

ing St. Paul are connected with the Union Stockyards at South

St. Paul by the Stockyards Terminal Railway. This company

was organized in IMareh, 1907, and began work in June. It ope-

rates its own engines Avith its own crews, under an independent

management, closely serving the interests of the live stock ship-

pers and the industries at the yards. A caboose for the con-

A'enience of shippers goes with every transfer. Joseph StraAvhorn
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is the general manager and the eciuipment consists of three 7U-ton

locomotives; two 50-ton locomotives and three cabooses.

The Northwestern Live Stock Show. The Northwestern Live

Stock Association was incorporated in 1907 for the purpose of

holding an annual show at South St. Paul, comprising all classes

of live stock. The first show Avas held November 19 to 22, 1907.

The quality of the exhibits Avas high. Some ili7,500 Avere spent

in cash premiums and expenses of the shoAV. The brick pavilion

Avas used as a demonstration and lecture hall, and all the sessions

Avere Avell atteuded.

CHURCHES.

The First Presbyterian Church of South St. Paul, Avas oi-gan-

ized December 13, 1893, by the Reverend K. N. xVdams, of I\liune-

apolis, and IMorris 1). EdAvards, of St. Paid. The first pastor Avas

Reverend C. II. Darling, folloAved l)y lb A. ScliAvartz, E. P. LcAvis,

AVilliam Pease and Reverend George B. Smith, the present pastor,

Avho took charge in 1907. The church building Avas dedicated

September 26, 1896. The charter members of the church Avere

Air. and Airs. John AVilkins and daughter, Eliza; Air. and Airs.

James II. Reid; John Yeoman, Air. and Airs. AVilliam Wilson and

daughter, Alary; Jessie Doss, Julia Shephard, Air. and Airs. AA"al-

lace Tedford and Airs. A. J. Allen. A parsonage of eight rooms

Avas erected in 1901. The usual societies are connected Avith the

church and there is a flourishing Sunday school in charge of

W. A. Eorbes.

German Lutheran. The ReAmreud Ilartig, of Alinneapolis. held

services of the Lutheran faith in the South St. Paul City Hall,

September 18, 1892, and organized eleven German families into a

congregation knoAvn as St. Paul’s. The chai'ter members Avere

Bernard Kellerman, Herman Romhaum, Fred Schult, Joseph

Aletziuger, Frederick Kisoff, Ernest Lang, AA^ilhelm Braun, Ferdi-

nand Braun, August Chuet, AA^ilhelm Glenvoe, Charles Braun and

Otto AA^enzel. The first trustees and building committee consisted

of Fred Schult, AATlliam Rhode and Bernard Kellerman. A church

Aims at once erected, and on the day of dedication sermons Avere

preached in German, SAvedish and English. This building Avas

destroyed by fire and a fine ncAv edifice replaced it in 1898. In

1908 a ncAV parsonage of eleA^en rooms Avas erected, the building

committee consisting of Bernard Kellerman and Otto AA'enzel.

The pastors of tlie church have been the Reverends Clausen,

Schroeder, Etescli, Lebahn and Carl Knoll. The present trustees

of the church are Fred Schult (treasurer), C. Paul, Emil Enrick.

The elders are 0. AVenzel, Robert Falk and II. Schult (secretary).

Herbert Smith has charge of the music and the choir, and Anna
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Seliult is organist. Ilendrieli Schiilt is president of the Y. P.

S. C. E.

Reverend Carl Knoll was born in Berlin, Germany, in 1876,

and Avas educated in the university of his native city. After

coming to this country, he took theological studies in the college

at Dubucpie, IoA\m, graduating in the class of 1901. lie then en-

rolled in the Lincoln-Jeft'erson UniAmrsity, at tiammond, Ind.,

taking a course in the laAA- department. Ilis first charge as a cler-

gyman Avas in the LAitheran Zion Church at Aberdeen, S. D. He
then came to South St. Paul. Reverend Knoll edits and pul)lishes

a monthly magazine in the interests of the church, knoAAUi in

English as the “Congregational Messenger.” The paper has a

large circidation, going even to Germany. Reverend Knoll mar-

ried Emma Von Gerhard, a native of loAAm, and a Avoman of many
accomplishments.

. St. Augustine’s Roman Catholic. Father Solenz held Catholic

services in the City Hall, in the early days of South St. Paid city,

and Father Busch later hehl services in King’s Hotel. Later the

present beautiful etlifiee on the hill Avas erected. The Reverend

Father Walsh is the present pastor.

Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Bethesda Church in South St.

Paul had its origin in a so-called Mission Society organized in

1892-93. Dr. P. .1. SAvard and ReAun’end August Lundquist made
occasional Ausits. Reverend J. A. Frost, uoav in charge of IMerriam

Park, St. Paul, continued the Avork, and a congregation Avas or-

ganized and incorporated February 23, 1891. Its charter members

Avere as folloAvs: August Johnson, August Carlson, Axel Johnson,

Victor Carlson, George Carlson, Emil Carlson, John Carlson,

Carl Lindgren, Peter Johnson, Erick Johnson, Joliannes Petersen

and Carl Peterson. A church building Avas erected in 1895 on the

corner of Seventh and IMaria aAmnue, and a parsonage on the

corner of Sixth and IMaria in 1905. The church property is noAv

valued at $4,760. The old Mission Society has been reorganized

into a men’s society, and there is also a Ladies’ Aid Society,

Young People’s Society, Birthday Club, Choir, Sunday school

and Bilde and Confirmation classes. The iiresent number of com-

municant members' is 100, total number of members being 160.

ReAmrend J. A. Frost had charge the first year. Reverend L. A.

Hocanzon served from 1896 to 1900; Reverend B. Westerlund

from 1901 to 1905; and Reverend A. Noren from 1905 to 1909.

The present pastor is Reverend P. E. Bergstrom.

Rev. P. E. Bergstrom Avas liorn in Sweden in 1872 and there

attended the public schools, also taking a course in the Herno-

sand’s Normal School, or so-called seminary. After a four years’

course there he taught school tAvo years at Ljusnedal, after Avhich

he came to this country, arriAung here in the fall of 1896. He
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took courses in Boston, St. Peter and Rock Island, and was

awarded the degrees of B.A. and B.D. at Augustine College and

Theological Seminary, in 1903 and 1906 respectively. IMr. Berg-

strom came to South St. Paul from Maple-Cheyenne, in the neigh-

borhood of Fargo, N. D. Ilis work in the vicinity of South St.

Paul has met with great success.

South Park village has a popidation of about 500. It is

located on the Chicago, Great AVestern Raihvay, within the

city limits of South St. Paul, twenty miles northwest of Has-

tings. It has electric car service with St. Paul and South St.

Paul, which are the banking points. Has a foundry and machine

shop and Congregational church. Following is a brief business

directory: A. D. S. Clark, postmaster; Clark & Co. (A. D. S.

Clark and G. A. Gruuau) grocers; Henry AYhaley, fuel; South

Park Foundry & IMachine Company
;
A. J. Brawley, president

;

Robert AYellisch, secretary and treasurer.

WEST ST. PAUL CITY.

The people of the western part of the old tOAvnship of AA'est

St. Paul were not long satisfied with the arrangement by which

the whole township had been incorporated as the city of Soutli

St. Paul. Accordingly, in 1889, a charter was granted incorpo-

rating the city of AA^est St. Paul, from all of sections 17, 18, 19

and 20 and tlie north half of sections 29 and 30. The men named
in the charter were: George AA". AA^entworth, Alorris L. Locke,

John Fitzgerald, Jr., James AIcGrath and John Ickler. The fol-

lowing records taken from the minute book describes the early

efforts at incorporating the city.

February 22, 1889. First meeting to have city of AA^est St.

Paul organized; George AA'. AA'entworth and Alartin I. Alarthaley

being prime movers.

February 23. City government notified the city clerk of

South St. Paul of the appointment of commissioners to arbitrate

finances between the cities of AA'est and South St. Paul. The
same meeting notified J. AA^. Imson of his appointment to the office

of city justice. Police Station Xo. 1. was ordered. The officers

were sworn in by A. B. Clark. They were : Alayor, Philip

Crowley; clerk, Noah S. Groff; treasurer, Jacob Alarthaley; coun-

cilmen, James AIcGrath, George AA". AYentworth and John Fitz-

gerald. The meeting for organization ivas held in the Gladstone

school building, February 25th. February 26th a typeivritten

copy of the city charter ivas filed with H. Alattson, secretary of

state, to be certified by him before February 27th. Representative

AIcGrath ivas also interviewed on the subject. Routine business

in regard to the seal, printing and the like were attended to.
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Notice of election as constable was served on Charles Koplitz,

February 26th. February 27th the official oath of John Ickler

was filed and notice of election Avas served on Jacob Marthaley,

the ncAV treasurer. February 28th certified copy of the charter

was received from the secretary of state. March 1st J. AV. Imer-

son giu'e notice that he declined to seiwe as city justice.

The city is in a flourishing condition, and the people have

reason to be proud of their municipality.

Early Settlers. James SAveney came to this locality in the

fall of 18.51 and took his claim on the south side of section 7,

most of it noAV being Avithin the limits of Kamsey county. lie

bidlt a log house and occupied it, but on account of his Avife’s

fright took her back to .St. Paul. It seems, one day, some sc^naAvs

Avere begging food and AvhateA^er else they happened to see. Some
articles, AAdiich they coveted, being refused to them, they tlircAV

some poAvder on the stove and became very threatening. After

the ratification of the treaty he took his family back to the claim.

William Thompson made his claim at the same time on the

southeast quarter of section 17. After living on it long enough

to secure his patent he removed to St. Paul.

James Locke settled on the nortliAvest quarter of section 20.

Fitzgerald took Ids claim in the center of section 18. Aloran

took his claim in section 19 and, after living on it a coujAle of

years, sold and Avent to Kiee county. James Dixon settled on

section 20.

In 1851 G. W. II. Bell came from Potosi, AATs., and, after living

a year in St. Paul, crossed OAmr to this tOAvn and located on land

OAvned by others, Avhose interest he Avas guarding
;
concluding to

settle on land of his OAvn, he took a claim adjoining SAveeney

on the east in section 17, and in the fall removed his family on

his place. After a residence of a year he sold out and Avent back

to his former place, in which he soon after bought an interest.

AAdien the old Adllage of AA^est St. Paul, now the AYest .Side,

St. Paid, Avas incorporated as a city, he Avas its first mayor. But

little of his original claim noAV lies Avithin the limits of Dakota

county.

John Burke took eighty acres in section 20. James Stutzmau

purchased of an Irishman a claim lying partly in section 20 and

partly in section 29. He resided here for a time and then sold,

after Avhich he located in AA^ashington county,

John J. Coates, the genial and competent proprietor of the

hostelry that bears his name, has taken an active part in the

development of South St. Paul, being one of those avIio labored

earnestly for the installation of an adequate lighting plant. He
Avas born in Ireland, November 1, 1863, son of Patrick and Mar-
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garet (JMcDouald) Coates, aaOio spent the entire span of their

years in the old country. John J. was reared under the parental

roof and received his early education in the public schools,

coming to America in 1882 at the age of nineteen. After work-

ing in a general mercantile store in New York for a year he came

westward to AVisconsin, worked a short time for a lumber com-

pany, and afterward went to Canada, where he made his first

venture as a hotel man, remaining about two years. Subse-

quently he located in St. Paul, Avorking as a clerk in a hotel.

Still later he worked a year as assistant to the civil engineers

Avho Avere surveying the Great Northern Railroad, and at the

expiration of that period spent a year and a half as a clerk in the

grocery store of J. AA^. Lux in St. Paiil. After this he took up

his abode in South St. Paul, AA'here he has since lived Avith the

exception of a year spent in Ncav Brighton, Alinn. In 1898 he

erected the block to Avhich he has giA^en his name, this building

being originally used for stores and hats. Later it Avas converted

into a hotel. This brick building, Avith the three-story liuilding

adjoining, gives the hotel a capacity of forty-five rooms, aside

from offices, parlors, etc. It Avas in connection Avith this hotel

that Air. Coates first became interested in the lighting problem.

In order to make his place more coiiA-enient for his guests he

established a small gasoline engine, having a capacity of 150

lights, AAdiich he used in his hotel. This system, lioAveA'er, did not

proA'e as satisfactory as he had hoped, and he subsequently used

his influence Avith his felloAV citizens to the extent of intere.sting

them in a city lighting plant. As the result of this agitation the

present lighting plant Avliich furnishes electricity for the city of

South St. Paul Avas erected. Air. Coates being treasurer of the

company. Aside from his interests in South St. Paul Air. Coates

has extensive holdings throughout the state, including a AAdiolesale

house at Brainard, Alinn., knoAAm as the John Coates Liquor Com-
pany. Air. Coates Avas married, in 1906, to -Josephine O’Keefe,

and they have four children: Esperanee, -Tohn Ilerbeit, AndreAv
P. and -Joseph EdAvin. Air. Coates is a member of the Red Alen,

the Eagles, the Hibernians and the Catholic Foresters. The
family pays its religious duties at St. Augustine's Catholic Church,

of Avhich Air. Coates is a liberal supporter.
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TOWNSHIPS AND VILLAGES.

Waterford Township—Waterford Village—Sciota Township

—

Lewiston—Nininger Township—Nininger Village—Rose-

mount Township—Rosemount Village—Rich Valley Station

—

Ravenna Township—Etter Station—Lakeville Village

—

Lakeville Township—History, Biography and Incidents.

Waterford township is named from the fact that within its

limits in the the early days was a ford across the Cannon river

on the old trail between St. Paul and Faribault. The town is

situated in the south part of the county and contains fifteen

sections. It is Imunded on the north by Castle Rock, on the east

by Sciota, on the south by Rice coniity and on the west by Green
Vale. It was originally part of Sciota, as formed by the county

boai'd April (1, 1858, but at their meeting held April 20, follow-

ing, they changed the west half of Sciota to Waterford. It is

seldom that a town is seen whose landscape is more pleasing to

the eye, or whose soil is better adapted to agriculture. The sur-

face is slightly undulating in the north, increasing until quite

rolling in the south, especially so in the vicinity of Cannon river,

which crosses the south line of the town about a half mile east of

the southwest corner, flows northeasterly and crosses the east

line about eighty rods south of the northeast corner of section

21. Chub creek, a small stream, flows across the town from west

to east near the center, crossing the west line near the quarter-

post on the west side of section 7, and the east line about eighty

rods south of the northeast corner of section 16. A branch

called j\Iud creek, crosses the rvest line almut eighty rods north

of the southwest corner of section 18, flows northeasterly and

empties into Chub creek near the northeast corner of the same

section. AVhen the town rvas first settled there was a small

body of timber in the southwest corner, also upon a small island

in the Cannon river. Aside fi'om this, the town is prairie. The

soil is principally a Iflack loam, with sufficient sand to cpiieken

it, and a clay subsoil.

In the fall of 1852 a party of adventurers left Cottage Grove,

in AVashington county, in a lumber wagon in quest of homes.

They crossed the Mississippi at St. Paul and turned their faces

south. They wended their way along, examining the country

304
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here and there, l)iit found nothing that pleased them until they

reached the valley of the Cannon river. Tliey were so favorably

impressed that they decided to make it their future home. This

party consisted of AVarren Atkinson, John Lanphear, James
Benson, Fraidc Thompson, Simeon Odell and Ira Godfrey. The

latter three made their claims in Rice county near the present

site of Northfield. They staked out their claims, returned to

Cottage Grove and A^'ent back in the spring of 1853. Travel was
so great, sul)secpiently, by jiarties looking up land that a stop-

l>ing-2")lace of some sort Avas a necessity, and Mr. Lanphear con-

cluded to till this Avant in the community, Avhich he tlid to the

general satisfaction of his guests for a number of years. The

greatest trouble at first Avas to get enough to cook for their

guests, but they overcame that in a short lime, Avhen crops be-

gan to 1)6 produced. Airs. Lanphear died in 1863, and Avas buried

on the farm. Subseciuently her body Avas moved to Rose Leaf

cemetery. Air. Lanphear died in 1870, at the age of eighty-eight

and Avas buried in the cemetery lot given by R. C. Alasters, and

subsecpiently moved to Rose Leaf cemetery, Avhere himself and

Avife lie side by side. Jerome Benson made his claim just east

of Air. Ijanphear ’s, in the southeast quarter of section 20 and

the northeast (piarter of section 29. He kept it about tAvo years,

then sold to LeAvis Ilill, and returned to Cottage Grove Avhence

he came. AL-. Ilill also sold out in about a year and returned to

AA'ashington county. AYai'ren Atkinson made liis claim to the

southeast quarter of section 19 and the northeast quarter of

section 30, adjoining John Lanphear on the Avest. After securing

his claim, he Avent east and did not return until 185J, Avhen Avith

his brother Charles, Avho came out in the spring of 1853, and R. C.

Alasters as surAmyor, he laid out the toAvn of AA'aterford, Avhich

Avas located just south of the site of the present village, but like

many Avestern tOAvns it fell on the hands of its proprietors. Air.

Atkinson sold out in a feAV years, and noAV lives in Northfield.

Air. Alasters made his claim just Avest of Charles Atkinson. He
Avas a practical surveyor and Avas almut the only one to attend

to that branch of Avork for some time. The records attest to

his having done considerable of it.

From 1852 to 1855, A^ery little progress Avas made in the set-

tlement of the then frontier tOAvn. It Avas the home of the “red
man,” Avith noAV and then a “pale face.” The Indians Avere

friendly, but a constant source of annoyance from their begging

propensities. A fcAV settlers came in 1853 and 1854, but in 1855,

they came in fast and it Avas not long l)efore all the available

land in the toAvn Avas claimed. Those that came in 1854, aside

from those already mentioned Avere Deacon Ami Nichols and
Dr. Z. B. Nicholas, E. P. CoAvell, E. S. Bill, J. J. Alexander and
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Charles Livingston. Deacon Nichols came in May of that year,

and made his claim in section 20, joining ]\Ir. LanjDliear on the

north, where he lived until 1878, when he sold, and moved to

Northfield. The doctor made his claim next east, Avhere he lived

a number of years, following the i^ractice of medicine. Later he

moved to Faribault Avhere he continued the practice of his pro-

fession. Mr. Bell entered the army in 1862, returned at the

close of the Avar, and bought the farm Avhere he resided. E. F.

CoAvell came in the fall of 1851, and made his claim in the south-

west cpiarter of section 7. He being a carpenter, Avas employed

putting uj) buiklings for some of his neighbors until Avinter,

Avhen he returned east for his family. lie brought them back in

the spring of 1855, and located on his claim, Avhere he lived

several years, Avhen he sold his farm and bought another in sec-

tion 16. After several removals, he returned to his original

claim. Charles Livingston also came that fall, and made his

claim on the east side of section 21, Avhich Avas jumped during

his al)sence, and he made another claim in the nortliAvest quarter

of section 17, Avhere he lived a number of years, then sold and

moved to Castle Rock. J. J. Alexander made his claim partly in

Rice county and built his house there, consequently Avas a resi-

dent of that county.

S. AY. Alattison came in during 1853, and remained about

a year, Avhen he pre-empted a quarter section of land in Green-

vale. In 1872, he retAirned to AYaterford. Of those Avho came

in 1855, Ave find Dr. E. Hammond, Dr. Aloses Porter, Robert Ala-

loney, Stephen Budd, AIi-. Coburn and Air. Green. Alichael Sim-

mons, Isaac Alanchester, Charles Osborn, Orange Alattison,

James Livingston, Air. Baker, Jobn Bodger, John Simpson,

James AY. Roath and T. H. Oliu. Dr. Hammond came in Alay,

and made his claim in the northeast quarter of section 20. Dr.

Porter made his claim in the northeast (.piarter of section 19. He

folloAved the practice of medicine until near his death. Air.

Budd and Air. Alaloney both settled on section 19. Air. Budd

tirst stalled to make a claim in Rice eoAinty, but changed

his mind. The folloAving fall, after making his claim in section

19, he returned east. AAJien he came back in the spring, he

found his claim had been jumped by Air. Alaloney, Avho had sold

it and moved into Greenvale. After several removals, he set-

tled on the southeast quarter of section 20. Air. Coburn made

bis claim in the northeast quarter of section 21, AAdAich he sold in

a fcAV years, and Avent further Avest. Air. Green also made his

claim in section 21, Avhich he kept a feAV years, then sold. Air.

Simmons came in the fall and jumped the claim of Charles LIa^-

iugston, in the eastern part of section 21. He Avas droAvned the

folloAving spring in the Cannon river, that being the first death
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of a white person in the town. Mr. Manchester located in the

northeast quarter of section 29, where he lived a ninnlier of

years. IMr. Osborn located in the northwest cpiarter of section

28, where he lived several years, Avhen he sold and went to the

mountains in the Avest. IMr. IMattison made his claim in section

18, on Avhieh he liA^ed a number of years, then sold and Avent

further Avest. Mr. Livingston made his claim in the Avestern part

of section 30, AA'hich he kept about tAvo years and then sold. Mr.

Baker made a claim, l)ut soon left and never returned. Mr.

Bodger came in the fall and made his claim in the nortliAvest

quarter of section 7, Avhere he IB^ed until 1861;, AA'hen he entered

the army. He died in Hastings on his Avay home to be dis-

charged. Mr. Simpson made his claim partly in GreenAmle and

partly in AYaterford, but liuilt on the soutliAvest quarter of sec-

tion 19. Air. Eoath made his claim in the southeast quarter of

section 7, then returned east for his family, came back in the

spring of 1856, and remained on his claim a number of years,

then sold and Avent to Douglas county. From this time forAvard

settlement Avas so rapid that to giA"e indiAudual mention Avould

absorb too much space, even if it Avere desirable. Judging from

the appearance of the country noAv, one Avould say that the farm-

ers of this toAAm Avere. exceptionally supplied Avith this Avorld’s

goods. The plentifidness of good Avater, the fertility of the soil,

and its nearness to good markets, liaA'e combined to make it a

A'ery desirable toAvn to locate in.

The first birth in the tOAvn Avas that of Jeannette C. IIoAvell.

Slie Avas the daughter of S. C. and Pernielie IIoAvell. He had

made a claim in GreeiiA'ale. and AAdiile he Avas fitting it to receHe

his family, he lived in tlie shanty of AA^arren Atkinson, and there

the child Avas born, August 3, 1855. She greAv to Avomanhood

and married Ellis Gibson. The second child born in the toAvn

Avas also horn in tlie same shanty, and Avas the daughter of Isaac

Alauehester. She Avas horn Alarch 18, 1856.

The first marriage of parties connected Avith the tOAvn Avas that

of John Lanphear to Aliss A. Alexander of Northfield. They
Avere married in June, 1855. The next marriage Avas that of

AA'arren Atkinson to Aliss Ellen A. Nichols, both belonging in

the toAAui. They Avere married in June, 1855.

Alay 11, 1858, the first tOAvn meeting Avas held. As it Avas for

the purpose of organizing the tOAvn, Ave giA'e the call in full as

it appears on the toAvn records. “Notice is hereby given, that

on the second Tuesday, the 11th day of Alay, 1858, at the school-

house in AAMterford, in the toAAUi of AYaterford, Avhich is des-

cribed as folloAvs, to-Avit ; All in Dakota county, of the Avest half

of toAvnship 112 north, range number 17, Avest of the fifth prin-

cipal meridian, an election Avill he held for the purpose of ehoos-
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iiig three supervisors, one of whom shall l)e designated as chair-

man, one town clerk, one assessor, one collector, one overseer

of the poor, two constaFles, two justices of the peace, and as

many overseei’s of roads as there are road districts in the town,

to-wii : to ovci'seei’s of roads, one for district niiml)er 1, consist-

ing of sections 19, 20, 21, 28, 29 and 30, and one for district num-
lier 2, which contains the rest of the town; which election will

he opemnl hy tlie electors of said town, choosing a moderator,

between the hours of nine and ten o’clock in the forenoon, and
Avill continue open until five o'clock in the afternoon of said

day.’’

According to this notice, on the day appointed, the legal

Yot(u-s of the town assembled at the schoolhouse in AYater-

ford. ]j. S. Lewis was chosen chairman. On motion,

H. ('. blasters was chosen moderator, and J. X. Bill, clerk.

The meeting then adjourned to G. AY. Forsaith’s store;

the folloAving persons were elected to the different offices for the

(uisuing year: A. N. Nourse, chairman; James B. Green, and

J. AY. Boath, supei’visors John Simpson, assessor, E. S. Bill, col-

lector; -I. N". Bill, clerk; i\los('S Porter, overseer of the poor; G. I.

Porter and Orange Alattison, justices of the peace; E. S. Bill and

Ghaides Livingston, constables; Oi'ange Alattison was elected

road overseer in district number 1, and Charles Livingston, in

district numlxu- 2. AYitli tln^se men the town Avas launched upon

its indej)endent lAolitical career.

FolloAving are the names of the early members of the toAvn

board and toAvn clerks. The tirst named in each case, being

the (-hail-man. ISbO—J. N. Bill, C. S. Osborn, John Simpson,

supervisors; J. AY. Koath, clerk. 1860—II. AY. Tcav, Benjamin

Crosliy, EdAvin CoAvell, supei-A'isors
;

AA’arren Atkinson, clerk.

I8(il—G. I. Porter, Ib-ial Butler, . Z. B. Nieliols, supervisors;

G. Cl Cantield, clerk. 1862—G. 1. Porter, Poland Weeks, J. AA^.

Poatli, supervisors; G. C. Canfield, clerk. On account of the

resignation of Roland Weeks, to enter the army, John Simpson

Avas appointed August 29, 1862, to till his place the remaimler

of the t(-rm. T!ie chairman. Air. Porter, also resigned and H. AY.

Tcav Avas appoint-nl October 15, 1862, to till his place. 1863

—

Ezra Hammond, tl. AY. Forsaith, Isaac Alanchester, supervisors;

G. C. Cantield, clerk. Alay 12, 1863, Air. Hammond resigned on

account of ill health, and Ralpli Ilatten Avas appointed in his

place June 6, folloAving. 186-1—G. C. Canfield, John Simpson,

J. P. X^aglee, supei-A'isors
;
J. AY. Poath, clerk. Air. Naglee failed

to (pmlify and A. AI. Nichols Avas appointed in his place April

22, 1861. On account of the resignation of Air. Canfield, A. L.

Dixson Avas appointed chairman of the board, February 5, 1865.

Air. Poath also resigned his position as clerk, February 13, 1865,
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ami A. E. Dixson Avas appointed Ids suecessor the same day.

1865 and 1866— H. C. ^Masters, Ezra Hammond, A. L. Dixson,

supervisors; A. E. Dixson, elerk. 1867—J. N. Bill, Janies

Simpson, Ralph Ilatten, supervisors
;
A. E. Dixson, elerk. 1868

—Yd II. Eekles, J. N. Bill, C. D. Scarborough, su]iervisors
;
A. E.

Dixson, clerk. 1869—C. W. Mann, Orange iMattison, A. B. Hale,

supei'A'isors
;
A. E. Dixson, clerk. 1870—J. AY. Roath, A. B. Hale,

E. S. Bill, supervisors; A. E. Dixson, clerk. 1871—J. AV. Roath,

C. F. Nichols, AV. A. Gray, supervisors; A. E. Dixson, clerk.

1872—AA". A. Gray, A. L. Dixson, Newton Farson, supervisors;

A. E. Dixson, clerk. 1871—AI. K. Fike, C. F. Nichols, E. S. Bill,

supervisors
;
A. E. Dixson, clerk. On account of the death of

Air. Dixson the office of town clerk became vacant and George

Gray Avas appointed to till the vacancy, September 30, 1871.

1875—AI. K. Fike, E. S. Bill, G. R. Terry, supervisors; J. S.

Nichols, clerk. 1876—AI. K. Fike, E. S. Bill, G. AV. Beach, SAiper-

visors; J. S. Nichols, clerk. 1877—AI. K. Fike, John Lanphear,

G. R. Terry, supervisors; George Gray, clerk. 1878—J. N. Bill,

A. L. Dixson, Jr., F. J . Becksted, supervisors
;

George Gray,

clerk. 1879 and 1880—AI. K. Fike, A. IIoAvlaml, AV. L. Kinyon,

supervisors; I. G. Hodgson, clerk. 1881—James Babl), G. C.

Chamberlain, AA". L. Kinyon, superA’isors
;

1. G. Hodgson, clerk.

Alonzo IIoAvland, treasiu'er
;

II. II. Barker, assessor
;
J. T. Sum-

ner, justice
;
S. AV. Alattison, constable.

At a special meeting held August 15, 1861, for the purpose of

raising money to pay Amlunteers to aid in suppressing the rebel-

lion in the south, the folloAviug minutes Avill explain AAdiat Avas

done. “Aleeting Avas called to order by the tOAvn clerk, and

Aipon motion, R. C. Alasters, H. E. C. Barrett and AVarren Atkin-

son Avere appointed a committee to draft resolutions for the

adoption of said meeting. The aforesaid committee presented

a resolution as folloAvs: ‘Resolved, that the said tOAvn (of

AVaterford) issue toAvn orders to the amount of Jjil,000, or so

much thereof as may be necessary, bearing interest at tAvelve

])er cent per annum, payahle one-third in one, one-third in tAvo,

and one-third in three years from the first day of April, 1861,

Avith interest payable on the first day of Ai>ril, 1865, and an-

nually thereafter. Orders to I)C issued liy the tOAVU clerk and
countersigneAl l)y the board of supervisors, in such sums as the

board of supervisors, in their discretion may direct, for the pur-

pose of paying bounties to volunteers Avho may enlist from or lie

accredited to the toAAm of AA^atei’ford, to fill the quota of the

town under the call of the president in July, A. D. 1861, for five

hundred thousand Amlunteers, or subsequent calls.’ The afore-

said resolution Avas unanimously adopted by acclamation in said

meeting.
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The town board met. February 3, 1865, to consider a petition

by tiie people of the town, calling for a special election, to enable

them to vote upon the (piestion of taxing the town for the purpose
of raising a bounty for volunteers from the town of AVaterford,

and also to vote a special tax to lie appropriated to the payment
of war bounty taxes which have or may be levied on the property

of soldiers who have enlisted, or may be in the United States

service In accordance with this petition, a special tmvn meeting

was called and held February 13th, following. Ralph Ilatten

was chosen moderator. Patrick Butler offered a resolution that

a bounty be given to all soldiers who had enlisted from the town
withoid a town bounty, which was ruled out, as not coming
under the ndes for proceedings under the call for the election.

R. C. blasters offered the following resolution, towvit: “Re-
solved that town orders to the amount of $2,500, or so much
thereof as may be necessary, bearing interest at the rate of

twelve per cent per annum, payable the first of April, 1866, may
be issued by the town clerk, and countersigned by the chairman

of the board of supervisors, in such sums as the board, in their

discretion may dii'ect, for the purpose of ^laying bounties to

volunteers enlisting, or being accredited to the town of AVater-

ford, to fill the quota of the town under the calls for volunteers

up to this date, and also to cancel the amount of taxes for boun-

ties, assessed against the property of George Porter, Charles II.

Atkinson, Edward fS. Bill, and Thomas Cowell, in the service

without bounties, and that the sum be issued annually as soon

as taxes are payable by the clerk and chairman of the board of

supervisors, payalile out of the funds raised by this tax.” The

resolution Avas carried by a vote of twenty-eight to eight. The

next day the lioard met and issued bonds to the amount of nearly

$1,600. A large amount of both these issues of bonds Avas taken

by the residents of the toAvn. Bounties to the amount of

$2,069.65 Avere paid to A-olunteers. The total amount paid by the

toAvn to redeem all bonds issued, Avas $4,022.19.

The adjutant-general’s report credits the folloAving Civil

AVar veterans to the tOAvn of AA’'aterford—Charles E. Atkinson,

E. B. Bill, David K. Bill, A. A. Brigham, Thomas T. CoAvell,

James Clark, A. AA^. NcAvell, Joseph Bobb, James L. Nichols,

George J. Porter, James E. Russell, Chauucey Sackett, Dudley

Sackett, EdAvard Helgerson, John Prank, Philetus Shepard,

Oddy Truax, Peter Volk, David TAviggs, Ruben B. Dion, Frank

J. Dean, Ruben Dean, AVatson Elliott, A. J. Gates, C. 0. Glidden,

Sylvester Glidden, Archer Masters, John H. AVagner, Roland

AVeeks, David K. Bill, James Boardman, James Simpson, David

Shatta, David Shavone, John AV. Bodges, George AV. Bodges,
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George A. Dixon, Daniel E. Gliddeu, Culver Hibbard, James W.
Boath, Charles D. Scarborough, G. C. Canfield.

The pioneers of this town, being intelligent, realized that the

maintenance of our system of government depended upon good

common schools. As soon as there was a sufficient number of

children, they began preparations to establish one. This they

succeeded in doing in 1858. During the summer of that year, a

school was taught by Miss Lydia Alexander, of Northfield, in a

frame house that had been built for a store, but never used as

such, and located on the present site of the village of AVaterford.

During that season, a sehoolhouse was erected near the site of

the Grange mill, but was blown down before it was completed.

Upon consideration, the location for the house Avas changed to

the east site of the road in the southeast cpiarter of section 19,

just north of the section line betAveen sections 19 and 30. It

Avas a frame building, about 18x2-1 feet, and capable of comfort-

ably. seating about forty-fiAm scholars. This building Avas used

until another one Avas built a feAV rods further soiith, and on

the Aullage plat.

As early as 1855, a Sabbath-school Avas organized in the

shanty of AAMrren Atkinson. There Avere about seventeen

scholars, and Deacon Ami Nichols Avas chosen superintendent.

He held the position continuously until 1871, Avith the exception

of tAvo years. During one of these. Dr. E. Hammond Avas super-

intendent, and the other, J. N. Bill. The first religious serAuces

in the toAvn Avere conducted by the Rcav Joseph Rounce, during

the summer of 1855, at the house of Deacon Nichols. From that

time until 1876, the religious meetings Avere held in prHate

•houses and at the school houses. A meeting Avas held May 10,

1876, by those interested in such matters to consider the pro-

priety of l)uilding a church. As a result of this meeting, an-

other Avas held the 15th of the same month and the AVaterford

Union Evangelical society Avas organized. C. P. Nichols and

E. S. Bill Avere appointed a committee to draft a set of resolu-

tions and by-laAvs, and the folloAving officers Avere elected : C. P.

Nichols, E. S. Bill and E. N. Lord, directors; J. S. Nichols, secre-

tary and J. AA^. Okins, treasurer. The church Avas built the same

year and located on the east side of the St. Paul road, in the

southeast (piarter of section 17, and on land owned by Isaac

Manchester. The cost of the building Avas $1,200, AAdiich Avas

raised by subscription. The dedication ceremonies took place

in December of that year, under the leadership of the ReA^s.

D. L. Leonard and E. S. AVilliams.

Rose leaf cemetery is situated in the northeast cpiarter of

section 17. It contains one and a half acres of land, and Avas

given to the tOAAm by Dr. Z. B. Nichols, in 1856. The first per-
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son biii'ied tliere was George Swaile, avIio was droAvued in the

Cannon riA^er. Iv. C. ^Masters also gaA^e a piece of land in section

2(», at the nortlnvest corner of the Adllage plat.

A melancholy occurrence took place in January, 1866. The
circumstances connected AA’ilh it, as near as Ave can learn, are as

folloAA’S; James Bulger had claims against one John Donoghoe,
Avhicli he refused to pay. An attachment aauas taken out against

his property, and a constable l)y the name of John Masters, AAms

sent to execute it. AVhen he undertook to leA'y on some colts

that AA’cre in a stable, IMr. Donoghoe stood in the tloor and pre-

Aumted him from entering, and resisted him to such an extent

that he, (the constable AAunit before Justice Church, of Green-

vale, and had a AAvarrant issued against Donoghoe for assault and
battery. Upon the approach of the party to arrest him, Donoghoe
armed Idmself AAdth a pitchfork. AVhen Mr. Masters stepped up to

him, he struck IMr. Masters a hea\'y bloAV on the head AAuth the

pitchfork, and knocked him doAvn to his knees, and stood in the

act of striking him again Avhen IMr. Masters tired at him AAuth a

shot gun, striking him in the loAver part of the jaAV and killing

him instantly. The charge passed tloAvuAvard into his lungs, mak-
ing a horrible Avound. The body Avas placed in a sleigh and taken

to the office of Justice Cluirch. Mr. Masters gave himself up at

once. A fe.AV Jiecessary legal proceedings Avere entered into, but

he Avas never indieteAl, it being aiiparent to the grand .jury that it

Avas a pure case of self-defense.

In a letter to Hon. P. M. Crosby, E. >S. Bill says: “AVater-

ford Avas named from the fact that at this place there Avas a ford

on the old Indian trail betAveen St. Paid and Faribault. In the

fall of 185J a feAV others and myself got a postoffiee established’

and mimed it AVaterford. AATien the toAvn Avas organized it

retained the same name. Charles LeAvis located in Sciota in 1855

and laid out a toAAui Avhich he called LcAviston.
”

Waterford village is a small station on the Cf, G. AC. and C.,

AI. & St. P. Pys., about tAventy-tive miles soutlnvest of Hastings,

and tAvo miles north of Northfield. Alail is I’eceiAmd by rural

I'oute from Northtield, the postoffice here having been discon-

tinued. As may be readily conceived, it is pleasantly located.

The inhabitants have spread out before them, like a panorama,

as fine a aucav as heart could Avish. The village Avas laid out on

land owned by the Cannon River Alanufacturing Company, in

the northeast quarter of section 30, by R. II. L. JeAvell, in Sep-

tember, 1783, and filed for record in the register of deeds’ office

January 6, 187J.

The first attempt at a village here Avas, as elseAvhere stated,

made by the tAvo Atkinson brothers and R. C. Alasters, in 1855,

but proved unsuccessful. About that time Lewis Brothers built

a small saAvmill. It did not prosper and Avas soon torn doAvn and
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al)andoned. The first postoffiee in the town Avas estaldished here

in 185d, AVarren Atkinson Avas tlie postmaster and held tlie office

until 1857, AA'lien he resigned in faA'or of a Air. Goss AAdio started

a store at that time. In 1877, J. N. Bell AA'as appointed, and he

AA’as sneeeeded in 1880 hy S. AY. Alattison.

In 1874, John Empy came to the Adllage and huilt a store in

AAdiieh he placed a genei-al stock of goods. The same year Charles

Burke built a blacksmith and repairing shop. He also manufac-

tnred, to some extent, AAnigon and carriage material.

The Grange mill AAms organized under the auspices of the dif-

fereid. granges in the A'icinity, for the purpose of erecting and

operating a mill at AVaterford to manufactAire Hour, to do a

general milling luisiness, and to he deAmted to the interests of

farmers generally. The committee appointed, in January, 1873,

to select the site, Avere Alessrs. Bill, BoAAm, and Bailey. They re-

ported in faA'Or of the site AAdiere the A’illage of AVaterford iioaa'

stands, and receiA'ed instructions to secure it, AAdiich they did by

purchasing about sixty acres of land of K. It Alasters and also

ten acres of timber land of II. Ecriber. The hrst board of direct-

ors consisted of E. S. Bailey, AihIi'caa' AA'hitson, Jonathan Aliller,

L. N. IIiAstis, T. BoAvman, J. S, Way, T. G. P. Beutz, John Clague,

H. Pryor, T. C. Childs, George Chamberlain, AI. K. Pike and J. N.

Bill.

E. S. Bailey aauis chosen }>resident and J. N. Bill, secretary.

The capital stock AA’as fixed at $40,000, AAutli the privilege of in-

creasing it to $50,000.

The site determined on, rerpuring the construction of a long-

dike on the south side of the river, across the fiat to the edge of

the rising ground, Avhich, hoAvever, Avhen comiAleted, gaA’e them a

fine fall of Avater.

AA^terford Lodge Xo. 174, I. 0. G. T., Avas organized April 5,

1876, Avith tAventy-three charter members. The officers for the

first quarter, ending April 25, 1876, Avere : T. II. Partch, P. AA^.

C. T.
;
Stillman Aleeker, AY. C. T.

;
Alary Ilamillon, AY. V. T.

;
A. I),

Fitch, AY. Chap.
;
E. C. Bullis, K. S.

;
Airs. E. C. Bullis, Ass’t R. S.

;

I. G. Hodgson, P. S.
;
Giles Cam])l)ell, T.

;
L. Lanphear, AI.

;
Emily

Campbell, Ass’t AI.
;
Airs. D. P. BrockAvay, I. G.

;
S. AI. Hamilton,

0. G.
;
T. II. Partch, L. D.

;
Lizzie Tyler, R. II. S.

;
Jidia Alattison,

L. H. S. Aleetings were held at the AA^aterford schoolhouse, and

the membership increased to about sixty. Prom Amrious causes

the interest in the lodge Avaned, and the final meeting Avas held

in January, 1877.

Northern Light Grange, P. of H., No. 58, Avas organized in the

fall of 1871, by Deputy AALlliam A. Gray, at the schoolhouse in

district 71. The first officers Avere J. N. Bill, AI.
;
J. AA^. Roath,

0. ; G. C. Chamberlain, L.
;
C. P. Nichols, S.

;
II. Barrett, Ass’t
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S.
;
A. B. Hale, Chap.

;
A. E. Dixson, See.

;
J. AY. Okins, G. K.

;

]\Irs. Chaiiiberlain, Poinoiia
;
Mrs. Manchester, Flora; Mrs. S.

klouser, Ij. A. S. Meetings were held the second and fourth

Saturdays of each month. The membership increased to thirty-

five. After several years of successful operation the interest of

the members began to flag, and their charter Avas surrendered
in 1876.

SCIOTA TOWNSHIP.

Sciota township is one of the smaller of the Dakota county
townships, and contains but fifteen sections of laud. It is bounded
on the north by Castle Rock, on the east by Randolph and Good-
line counties, and on the south by Rice county. On the Avest is

AVaterford.

lion. L. A\^. Collins, of Minneapolis, has the folloAving to say in

regard to the naming of the tOAvn. “In the congressional tOAvn-

ship of Avhich Sciota is a part, there Avas the townsite of AVater-

ford and the toAvnsite of LcAviston. Nobody Avanted the toAvn

named LeAviston and A^ery feAV Avanted it AA^aterford, and, of

coAirse, there Avas a faction at the AVaterford end that Avanted to

control. This led to the establishment of tAvo distinct toAvnship

organizations, one AVaterford and the other Sciota. AA'lieu it

came to naming that part noAv called Sciota, there Avas great

rivalry betAveen Avhat Avas knoAvu as the Canadian croAvd, of Avhieli

AValter Hunter Avas the leading spirit, and the other eroAvd, Avhich

Avas kuoAvn as the Ohio faction, of Avhieh Hamp AA^oodAvard Avas

the leader. An election Avas held Avith a great deal of feeling

and the Ohio people, Avho Avere determined to name it after that

part of Ohio from Avhich they came, the Sciota valley, Avon out,

so that the toAvn Avas named Sciota. I remember that it Avas an

exciting time, a great deal of bad feeling and a feAv fights as

preliminary to the selection of a name.”

At the session of the board of county commissioners held at

Hastings, April 6, 1858, for the purpose of forming the boun-

daries of the different toAvns in the county, Sciota Avas set off’

Avith all in the county of toAvnship 112, range 19. At another

session, held April 20, folloAving, this action Avas re-considered,

and the Avest half of Sciota was taken to form AVaterford. The

Cannon riA^er crosses the Avest line of the toAvn about eighty rods

south of the nortliAvest corner of section 22, and floAvs north-

easterly, crossing the east line of the southeast corner of section

12. Chub creek crosses the Avest line, aboiit a half mile north of

the Cannon riAmr. Another small stream crosses the north line,

fioAvs south, and empties into Chub creek about a mile beloAV.

The surface in the extreme north is a beautiful, undulating

prairie, with an occasional knoll containing gravel, and in some
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places limestone appears. Between Chub creek and the Cannon
river it is mostly level, the soil being a rich, black loam. South of

the Cannon river an occasional high knoll appears, some of them
containing gravel and others limestone, which furnishes excellent

building stone. Several quarries have been opened. The soil,

generally, is a black loam, with a generous admixture of sand in

places.

The first settlers in the town were Charles Lewis and his sons,

“Zacli’’ and Charles, Jr. They came in 185-1. Mr. Lewis made a

townsite claim in sections Id, 15 and 22, most of it being on the

north side of the Cannon river. In the spring of 1855, he had the

ground surveyed and a town laid out, which he called Lewiston.

The settlement from that time Avas quite rapid, and the em-

bryo city began to grow. In 1856, a bridge was built across the

Cannon river, the first one built across that stream. S. N. Casey

obtained an interest in the tOAvn and l)uilt a small fiouring mill.

C. T. Collins built a commodious hotel. A man named Amsden
built a store, i\Ir. Lewis a blacksmith shop and a number of pri-

vate residences. Fcav towns of its age had better prospects, and
had the proprietors been Aviser, a thriving tOA\m might have been

built up. But they, thinking their toAvn Avas an undoubted suc-

cess, put their jAroperty at top prices and drove many a.Avay Avho

Avould liaA'e been glad to make it their future home. The Archi-

balds came in, Avith a vieAV to erecting mills on an extensive scale,

but the exorbitant prices Avanted for the mill-site caused them to

look elseAAdiere, and the pleasant little village of Dundas, in Rice

county, is the result. In the meantime, other toAvns around had
sprung up and soon distanced LeAAuston. The decline began, and
but a short time elapsed l)efore the toAAm Avas a thing of the past.

The buildings Avere moved aAvay by the OAvners. The bridge Avas

Avashed aAvay by a freshet, klr. LeAvis moved to IMinneapolis.

His son, Zach, made a claim in the nortliAvest cprarter of section

22, Avhich he sold and made another just north of it. This he also

kept but a short time. Charles, Jr., made his claim in the north

part of section 15, and lived on it seA^eral years, then sold and left

Avith his father and brother for IMinneapolis. EdAvard Hone also

came in 1854, and made a claim in the nortliAvest quarter of sec-

tion 23. He soon sold and returned to his former home in Wash-
ington county. Those that came in later, previous to 1856, Avere

George Daniels, J. C. and J. H. Couper, A. J. Kibbe, Alexander

and James McCulloch, E. B. and Ebenezer Slocum, C. B. Bullock,

James LaAAq a Mr. WoodAvorth and his sons Hamilton and Nelson,

C. T. Collins, John Hoople and his son DaAud, G. C. and Mark
Chamberlain, Deacon Roland Weeks, Walter Hunter, and Fred-

erick Kleeberger. Mr. Daniels located in the soutliAvest quarter

of section 2. The Coupers selected the east half of section 14.
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J. II. lived on his cdaini a number of years, tlien sold out and
moved to Faribault eounty, settling about three miles from Blue
Karth City. J. C. remained on his unlil 1866, with the exception
of three years, during which he served in Hie army, when he sold

out and bought a farm in Bice county. I\Ir. Kibbe located in the
northwest ([uarter of section 1-1. ^Vlexander McCulloch made his

claim in the northeast cpiarter of section 13. James McCulloch
made his claim paidly in the southeast quarter of section 13 and
pai'tly in Coodhuc county, lie lived in the town a few years,

when he movcil to Iowa, where he died in 187‘). IMr. Collins came
and built the hotcd in Lewiston, as elseudiere stated, which he
op(*ratc‘il a tew years, then sold out. lie died in Northtield during
the summei- of 1880. K. B. Slocum located in setdion 3. Elijah

Slocum also located in section 3, where he lived several years,

then moved to the south side of the Cannon river, and eventually

to Northtield. Mr. Bullock located iu section 21, where he lived a

numbei- of years, when he moved to Noidhtield. IMr. Law first

settled in Canada, where he remained a year, then moved to IMin-

nesota and settled in this town, lie made two preemptions, the

northeast (piarter and the southeast ([uarter of section 27. lie

Avent to Northtield in 1873. ]\Ir. WoodAvorth made his claim in

the southeast cpiarter of section 23, Avhich he stayed on sufficient

to ])rove u]), Avhen he returned to Ohio, Avhere he died. Ilis sou,

Hamilton, mad(‘ a claim in Bice county, but made his home in

LeAviston, Avhich he continuetl to do for a number of years, Avhen

he Jiioved to Otter Tail county. Nelson AVoodAVorth made his

claim in the Avest central part of section 15, Avhich he lived on a

number of yeai's. Being on a i)rominent road he opened au enter-

tainment house, AAduch he kept lAutil about the year 1866. Another

entertainment house Avas kept by a Air. SherAvood on the south

side of section 1, Avhich he coidinued, as travel demanded a num-
l)cr of years after All-. AVoodAvorth closed. Air. Iloople made his

claim partly in sections 12 and 13, Avhere he liA-ed until he died,

alxnit ten years later. Ills son, David, made a claim in the south-

east quarter of section 12, AAdiere he lived a feAV years, then sold

and movetl to the soutliAvestern part of the toAvn, and eventually,

to AVaseca eounty. G. C. Chamberlain made his claim partly in

the tAvo tOAvns, Sciota and AVaterford, Imt built a cabin in Sciota.

He subsequently built across the line in AAditerford. Alark Cham-

berlain located in the nortliAvest quarter of section 10, Avhere he

IKed a number of years. He served in the army and also repre-

sented his section in the state legislature. Deacon AAmeks made

his claim, then returned to AAusconsiu for his family, and came

back in the spring of 1856. He lived on his claim several years

Avhen he sold and moved into AA'aterford. Air. Hunter made his

claim in the soutliAvest quarter of section 22, Avhich he lived on
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long euongh to prove up, then located in section Id. After many
changes and vicissitudes in life, he died in St. Paid in the spring

of 1878. IMr. Kleeberger came in ivith his famliy that year and

made a claim.

A few of the earlier ones of 1856 were John 1\I. Scott, Stephen

N. Casey, John Hunter and Horace Jamison. IMr. Scott was town

clerk thirteen years in all, twelve years in succession. He moved
to Otter Tail county. IMr. Jamison entered the army and was

killed l)y the Indians on the frontier. IMr. Casey, as before men-

tioned, took an active interest in the l)uihling up of the village

of Leiviston. He died early in the sixties near Hastings.

The first child horn in the town was a son of J. C. Couper. He
Avas horn October 6, 1855, and died the next day. This ivas also

the first death in the toivn. The second liirth in the toAvn Avas

that of a daughter of A. J. Kilihe and Avife. She Avas Imrn April

2, 1856. On account of the death of the motlier shortly after, the

child Avas sent to her grandmother, near Pecatonia, 111., AAdiere she

died in October, folloAving. Mrs. Kihhe Avas the first adult that

died in the tOAAUi. She Avas buried in the cemetery on the faim,

Avhich IMr. Kilibe .suliseipiently had set apart for tlie purpose. The

first marriage in the tOAvn Avas that of Zachary LeAvis and IMiss

Simons.

The first tOAvn meeting Avas held IMay 11, 1858, at tlie LeAviston

hotel.' E. B. Higgins Avas chosen moderator and Henry Hoople,

clerk. After the usual pi'eliminaries necessary to organization,

they proceeded to the election of toAvn officers for the ensuing-

year. They Avere, as folloAvs : IM. A. Chamberlain, chairman

;

Alexander McCulloch and C. B. Bullock, supervisors; Henry

Hoople, clerk; ~\Y. C. Marshall, assessor; J. B. IlaAvkins, collector;

Joseph SidAvell and B. JI. Knight, .justices; J. B. HaAvkins and

E. B. AVillson, constables; Zachary LeAvis. overseer of roads.

EolloAving are the names of the early members of the board

and early tOAAUi clerks, liy years, the first name, in all cases, being

the chairman of the board: 1859—J. C. Couiier, Alexander Mc-

Culloch, A. J. Kibbe, supervisors; AV. N. AYoodAvorth, clerk.

1860—J. B. Hawkins, G. C. Chamberlain, J. II. Couper, super-

visors
;

AV. N. AVoodAvorth, clerk. 1861—II. E. AA'ebl), Horace

Jamison, AA". II. Conver, supervisors; J. C. Coupei-, clerk. (Air.

Jamison resigned and J. R. Jones Avas api>ointed in his place, De-

cember 23, 1861.) 1862—II. F. AVebb, J. B. IlaAvkins, John R.

Jones, supervisors; J. C. Couper, clerk. (Air. Couper resigned

as clerk and James LaAV Avas appointed in his place, NoA'ember J,

1862. Air. IlaAvkins also resigned his position as superA'isor, and

his place Avas filled by the appointment of R. C. Snyder.) 1863

—

AValter Hunter, A. J. Kibbe, Samuel Bullock, supei-Ausors
;
J. AI.

Scott, clerk. 1861—David Higgins, Alexander AlcCulloch,
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Ebenezer Sloeiim, supervisors; J. M. Scott, clerk. (Mr. Slocum

refused to qualify and Nathaniel Terry was appointed in his

place, April 30, 1864.) 1865—Nathaniel Terry, Alexander Mc-

Culloch, AV. N. AYoodworth, supervisors; J. M. Scott, clerk. (Mr.

Terry resigned his j)Osition as chairman, and J. C. Couper was
appointed in his place, Jaiurary 6, 1866.) 1866—John R. Jones,

Alexander McCulloch, .John E. AA^ilson, supervisors; J. M. Scott,

clerk. (Air. AlcCulloeh resigned, and .James Law was appointed

in his stead.) 1867—B. AIcElrath, J. E. AA^ilson, A. .J. l^almo,

supervisoi’s
;
J. AJ. Scott, clerk. (On account of the resignation of

Air. AIcElrath, George Daniels was elected in his place at a

special election held .June 8, 1867.) 1868—George AA^ells, George

AIcNeal, Arthur Dickson, supervisors; .J. AI. Scott, clerk. (Air.

Dickson resigned and 0. .J. Austin was appointed to fill the

vacancy, .January 2, 1869.) 1869-1870—George AA^ells, George

AIcNeal, 0. J. Austin, supervisors; .J. AI. Scott, clerk. 1871-

1872—George AAells, 0. .J. Austin, A. J. Kibbe, supervisors; .J. AI.

Scott, clerk. 1873—D. E. Penniman, 0. J. Austin, T. AA^. AA^allaee,

supervisors; J. AI. Scott, clerk. 1874—A. W. Riddle, T. AA^. AVal-

lace, .J. A\^. Hunter, supervisors; J. AI. Scott, clerk. 1875—A. W.
Riddle, .J. AA’’. Hunter, J. D. AA^'ilson, supervisors; J. F. AIcCulloch,

clerk. 1876—C. B. Bullock, James Hunter, .John E. AVilson,

supervisors; A. J. Kibbe, clerk. (Air. Jvibbe resigned as clerk,

and -J. AI. Scott was appointed in his place, September 27, 1876.)

1877—A. J. Ki))be, AVilliam Ramage, James Hunter, supervisors;

AV. T. Law, clerk. 1878—A. J. Kibbe, AA'illiam Ramage, AA^alter

Hunter, supervisors; AA". T. Law, clerk. 1879—I. D. AAulson,

George Grant, AA'alter Hunter, supervisors; AV. T. Law, clerk.

1880—George Grant, 0. J. Austin, AA^illiam Hunter, supervisors;

AAV T. Law, clerk. 1881—P. P. Penniman, AAmlter Hunter, George

Grant, supervisors; AV. T. Law, clerk; James Hunter, assessor;

AATlliam Ramage, treasurer; T. W. .Johnson and I. D. AA^ilson,

justices; John Hunter and Albert Bowe, constables. (On account

of the resignation of Air. Jjaw, James Hunter was appointed clerk,

April 29, 1881.)

In accordance with a petition of the freeholders of the town,

a special town meeting was held August 24, 1864, for the purpose

of raising money to pay J)Ounty to volunteers and to facilitate

the filling of the quota of the town, under the last call of the

president for troops. A resolution was presented and carried to

raise $2,000, or as much thereof as may be deemed necessary, to

use in paying bounties to volunteers accredited to the town. The

promptness with which this action was taken is enough to show

the patriotism of the citizens.

Following are the veterans of the Civil AYar whom the adju-

tant-general’s report accredited to Sciota; Orange Austin, Jelfer-
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son Berner, Hezekiah Bush, Mark A. Chamberlain, John C. Couper,

David P. Clutch, George AV. Finney, Lorenzo Fitz, James Finney,

John AA^esley Gline, George L. Hopkins, A. G. Hunt, Horace Jame-

son, Alex Moore, St. Clair Noyes, L. D. Noyes, James AV. Noyes,

George AA^. Parks, Julius Sherwood, Aaron AI. Sidwell, Elias

Scott, Adam Smith, Adam Stark, Charles Skate George B.

Terry, David Twiggs, John E. AA^illson, James F. A^oumans,

Floraee Jameson, Alfred P. Parks, Galen Amsden, George Daniels,

Nelson Hoople, Henry D. AleCreary, John Beyteen, Albert Blank-

enburg, AAulliam R. Green, James R. AVillson.

A postoffice was early established at Lewiston and continued

there several years. Airs. Hunt was subsequently appointed

deputy, and the office moved to her house in the northwest quar-

ter of section Id.

The first school in the town Avas taught by Airs. Thomas AA^il-

son, during the summer of 1857, in the village of LeAviston. It

Avas a select school, of three months duration. The term of school

Avas begun in a carriage shop. Shortly after, the school Avas

moA^ed into a vacant dAvelliug house, and there the term Avas fin-

ished. There Avere about thirty scholars. Air. and Airs. AA'ilson

Avere married the February previous, in Noav A'ork, and came to

Sciota that spring. They liA^ed Avith Airs. Wilson's brother (J. C.

Couper') that season. Air. AVilson bought a claim, partly in each

of sections 11 and 14, and moved upon it in the fall of 1857. Fie

liAmd there several years, Avhen he bought a farm just across the

line, in Rice county, five miles east of Northfield, AAdiere he still

lives. No more school Avas tanght until a year later. From that

time until 1860, private houses Avere used for school purposes.

That season a sehoolhouse Avas built on the site of the Aullage.

It Avas a frame structure about 18x30 feet. It is still doing serA"-

ice as a sehoolhouse. It stood upon the original site until the fall

of 1879, AAdien it Avas moved to the northeast corner of section 22,

and belongs to district No. 69.

The first religious services in the tOAvn Avere held at the funeral

of the child of J. C. Couper and Avife, October 7, 1855, They Avere

conducted by the ReA^ Charles Curran, then living in the toAvn

of Randolph. He also conducted the funeral seiwices of Airs. A. J.

Kibbe, in April, 1856.

The Congregationel Society Avas organized under the auspices

of the ReA". -J. R. Barnes, at LeAviston, in the spring of 1859, Avith

about a dozen members. PreAuous to that time, for about three

years, meetings had been held Avithout organization, once in tAvo

Aveeks, at the LeAviston hotel. After the organization, meetings

AAmre held in a store until the sehoolhouse Avas built, in 1860.

The Rev. Hiscock, belonging to the circuit including LeAviston,

folloAved Air. Curran, as a Alethodist, and Avas the first regular
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preadier of tliat (leiiominatiou in LeAviston. The Methodists had
sendees once in two weeks, alternating Avith the Congregational-

ists. Jtoth ehurehes eontinned their organization at LeAAdston

until about ]86(i, AAdien the Congregationalists niOA^ed doAAni to

tlie Oramdlle mills, iii Ooodhue county.

A union Sahbath-sehool Avas organized nnder the auspices of

both these ehurehes and maintained as long as the ehui-eh organi-

zation remained. J. C. Couper AAms the first superintendent, and
continued to act as such until 1862. He Avas succeeded by E. B.

llig-gins. lie in turn, l)y IMr. Huntress, AAdio aauis the last one.

At first, about thirty seliolars attended, AAdiieh number increased

to about fifty. The residue of the iMethodist Itranch of the school

became attached to the one at Haven cha])el.

Haven chapel, of Methodist denomination, Avas built during

the summer of 1874, at a cost of about ^1^1,500.

Some time during the summer of 1857, Kca'. Hiscock began
holding services at the house of Joseph SidAvell, in the nortiiAvest

(luarter of section 1. They Avere conducted irregularly at his

house about a year, AAdien they Avere transformed to the school-

hous(‘ in the nortliAvest corner of section 1, in Seiota. There they

Avere conducted until the church Avas built in 1874.

Tlie Free AYill Baptists began holding meetings under the aus-

pices of the ReA’. J. D. Batson, alternately Avith the Methodists,

at the ncAV schoolliouse, about 1870. A regular organization Avas

(“Feeted in 1878.

Crystal Spray Lodge, No. 67, I. 0. G. T., Avas organized at the

sclioolhouse in district No. 67, January 13, 1875, Avitli tAventy

charter memliers, and the folloAving officers: J. II. Childs, P. W.
C. T.; AValter Roath, AV. C. T.

;
Jennie Baird, AI. V. T.

;
R. AI.

Johnson, AY. C. ;
AAA AY. Childs, secretary; S. S. Radcliff, P. S.

;

Bell Gray, F.
;
E. Chihls, AI.; G. Huntress, T. G.

;
Ilei'hert Childs,

O. G.

The Oriental Grange, No. 36, P. of H., Avas organized Novem-

ber 27, 1869, at the sclioolhouse in district No. 67, AAdth thirty

charter members, and the folloAving officers: T. C. Childs, AI.

;

Friah Slierd, 0.; AV. F. Smith, L. ; AA". A. Gray, C.
;
Gilbert Ale-

Nutt, S.
;
J. N. Alartin, A. S.

;
H. D. Childs, G. Iv.

;
J. C. Davidson,

S. : E. B. Slocum, T.
;
Airs. T. C. Childs, Ceres

;
Airs. J. C. Davison,

Pomona; Airs. J. N. Alartin, Flora; Airs. C. AA^. Childs, L. A. S.

The greatest memliership Avas one hundred. The organization

Avas kept uj) until 1878, AAdien the meetings ceased.

A blacksmith shop Avas built by Jacob IlaAvkins in 1856, on

the nort Invest ciuarter of section 2. About three years later,

Henry Stone built a rival shop a feAV rods Avest of him. Shortly

after. Air. IlaAvkins bought him out and continued the business
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in his own shop until about the year 1865, when he sold out and
went to New York.

Wallace village is a discontinued postoffice on the C., G. AY.

and C., AI. & 8t. P. Kys., twenty miles southwest of Hastings, and
five and a half miles northeast of Northfield. Alail is received

from Northfield by rural route, and the village is sui>plied with

telephone service.

NININGER TOWNSHIP.

Nininger Township receives its name from John Nininger, one

of the proprietors of the town site of the city of Nininger, and a

l)rother-indaw of Governor Ramsey.

The township as at present constituted contains thirteen full

sections and six fractional sections. Its northern boundary is

formed l)y the Alississippi river. On the east lies Flastings
;
on

the south Alarshan and Vermillion; on the west, Vermillion.

Freeborn Island, formed by a division of the Alississippi river,

is in Cottage Grove township, AA'ashington county, but was in-

valuable to the early settlers of Nininger township for fuel. Fur-

ther up the river, and belonging to Nininger townshi]), is Belanger

Island, named from the first settler of the township. This island

contains about 600 acres and is formed by the Alississippi river

and Spring Lake creek.

Along the river, Nininger township almunds in bluffs and

was originally covered with a growth of scrub oak. The greatest

altitude is probaldy reached at al)out one mile back from the

river. The southern portion of the town is nearly all prairie, the

remainder interspersed with timl)er, and stretches of open land.

The entire surface of the town is rolling. The soil along the

river is clayey, while in the interior it is a dark, sandy loam,

easily tillalile and very productive. The whole surface is under-

laid with limestone, and the water taken from the wells is con-

secpiently hard. Spring lake lies in the northwestern part of sec-

tion 23, and from it flows Spring creek into the Alississippi.

This township, as designated by the county commissioners

April 6, 1858, comprised all of township 115, range 18, and sec-

tions 18, 19, 30 and 31, of township 115, range 17. September 18,

1858, the west half of township 115, range 18, was detached from

Nininger and made a part of Inver Grove. It remained as such

until 1871, when, by act of legislature, it was attached to Rose-

mount, and still remains a part of that town. At a meeting of

the county commissioners, held September 1, 1861, a i^etition was

presented, praying that the west half of sections 17 and 20,

township 115, range 17, might be taken from the town of Has-

tings and attached to Nininger. By a vote this petition was de-
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1‘eatetl, but the board reconsidered its action, and on the 9th of

Septend)er granted tiie petition.

It is believed that the first Avhite man avIio lived Avithin the

present toAvn of Nininger Avas a French-Canadian, named Be-

langer, Avho Avas found here by the settlers of 1851-52. Ills cabin

Avas located on the banks of Spring lake, on section 23. D. B.

Truax bought his claim in 1853, i)aying for it ^300. Belanger
came to a tragic end; he committed suicide Avhile confined in the

jail at St. Paul, on a charge of lAerjury, ahout 1854.

In the Avinter preceding, or early spring of 1852, Peter M. and
Henry Caleff and Silas Poor came and staked out claims. The
Caleffs Avere from NeAV BrunsAvick and located on Avhat is noAV

section 18. Poor came from Ohio, and Avas joined in May, 1852,

by his nephcAv, AVilliam Pooi'
;
they both located on section 20.

The Caleff's, in company Avith the Poors, engaged in the manu-
facture of shingles by the steaming and cutting process. Their

rude factory stood in the big ravine afteinvards comprised in the

city of Nininger, about tAventy rods from the river. ' The cutting

nuK'hine Avas operated by ox-poAver, and the lumber Avas hauled

from the St. Paul Imoms. Tliese four men Avere at that time all

unmarried. The Caleffs later removed to California. The same
spring, dohn Bassett came from Ncav Hampshire, and located his

claim on section 18. He sold his farm 1o the proprietors of the

tOAvn site of Nininger, in 1855. He had lived in Ncav Hampshire,

Alichigan, Alissouri, Illinois and Minnesota, and previous to 1862,

liad never seen a railroad. He had ahvays kept ahead of the rail-

roads. In 1862 he Avent to see the ears running on the road be-

tAveen St. Paul and Alinneaitolis. In 1858, Air. Bassett removed

to Long Prairie, Todd county. FolIoAving him, in June, E. D.

Stone, a native of Ncav York, arrived from AVisconsin, and also

located a claim on section 18. In the spring of 1853, D. AA^. and

1). B. Truax and John Blakely came and settled on sections 13,

14 and 23.

The tirst dAvelling, aside from the cabin of the Frenchman,

Avas put up by the Caleff's in 1852, and the first breaking was

done by them in the fall of that year. The folloAving spring,

I). AV. Truax and John Blakeley broke some land on their claims

and raised a small crop. After 1854, settlers came in rapidly, and

soon all the more desirable claims for farming Avere taken up,

and the country began to assume the apiAearance of an old settled

community.

The first marriage in the tOAvnship Avas that of Peter AI. Caleff’

to Elizabeth Truax, in February, 1854, and the first birth was a

daughter, Hortense, born to them late in 1854. The first burial

Avas that of a soldier who was drowned at Fort Snelling, and

whose body was discovered in the rHer by D. AA^. Timax and by
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him buried. The first cemetery was located on the farm of A. C.

Poor.

It is a matter of some doubt as to who taught the first school

in the township. The honor lies between AYarren Carle and

James Long. The former opened a school at Nininger city, in

1856, and about the same time Long began teaching in the south-

east corner of section 23, iising a small building later removed to

the farmyard of P. P. Countryman. These schools were both sus-

tained by subscription, being before the organization of public

schools in that vicinity. Carle taught his school in a room, the

rear part of the old Handyside or National hotel, and is remem-

bered as a very good educator. lie afterward married a Aliss

Matherson, who taught the first public school in 1858. They re-

moved to Colorado many years ago.

As early as 1851:, a religious society was formed and Kev.

Kidder held services in the settlement on Christinas day, 1855.

Rev. T. AA^ilcoxson, of Hastings held funeral services over the body

of Aliss AlcOauley. who died near what later became the residence

of Ignatius Donnelly. Rev. E. AA^. Cressy came in 1856.

The first mill was constructed on Spring Lake creek by D. AA".

Truax and John Blakeley in 1854-55.

The first meeting for the election of town officers was held at

the National hotel, in the village, Alay 11, 1858, with the follow-

ing result: Alatliew A. Aliller, Charles Yeager and AA^illiam J.

Oliver, supervisors; Charles R. Knight, town clerk; Joseph

Hawes, collector; Henry Hand, assessor
;
L. AV. Clavett, overseer of

roads; Daniel Purcell, justice of the peace; AATlliain Felton, over-

seer of poor; J. R. AA'hite, constable. The supervisors for the en-

suing years, with clerks, are : 1859—Ignatius Donnelly, Charles

A'eager, J. Oliver
;
0. H. Corwin, clerk. 1860—A. Reed, AV. J.

Oliver, S. AV. Truax
;
0. II. Corwin, clerk. 1861—Same board re-

elected
;
Samuel Caleff, clerk. 1862—A. Reed, Fred Alyers, S. AA".

Truax
;
George AVheeler, clerk. 1863—D. B. Truax, AA". J. Oliver,

John Callahan; George P. Pish, clerk. 1864—A. C. Poor, John

Callahan, Hugh Aloore
;
George P. Fish, clerk. 1865—A. Reed,

Virgil Dyer, Stephen Cobh;'J. A. Case, clerk. 1866—Stephen

Cobb, Albert H. Truax, AA'illiam Jones; J. A. Case, clerk. 1867

—

Stephen Cobb, AA". AI. Poor, J. AI. Bowler
;

J. A. Case, clerk.

1868—A. C. Poor, Edwin Poor, AA'illiam Felton; J. AI. Bowler,

clerk. 1869—S. Cobh, AA'illiam Felton, Edwin Poor; J. AI. Bowler,

clerk. 1870—J. A. Case, Edwin Poor, AA’illiam Felton; J. AI.

Bowler clerk. 1871—J. A. Case, P. F. Countryman, AVilliam Fel-

ton; J. AI. Bowler, clerk. 1872—J. A. Case, II. D. Countryman,

AA^illiam Felton; P. F. Countryman, clerk. 1873—J. A. Case,

AA'illiam Felton, E. D. Stone
;
P. F. Countryman, clerk. 1874

—

J. A. Case, E. D. Stone, George E. Dennis; George H. Alowry,
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clerk. 1875-6—Same Imard and clerk reelected. 1878—J. A.

Case, Oeorge E. Dennis, Edwin Poor; George II. Mowry, clerk.

1879—E. W. Felton, Jerome Hanna, K. G. Ilenion; George FI.

jMowry, clerk. 1880—Robert Brownell, AVilliam Chamberlain,

Austin Knapj); Geoi-ge II. idoAvry, clerk. 1881—FI. W. Felton,

E. B. FlcCarriel, P. F. Countryman; George 11. MoAAu-y, clerk;

B. G. Ilenion, assessor.

During the meml)ership of Ignatius Donnelly as chairman of

tlie toAvn board of supervisors, in 1859, he resigned in order to

accept the position of lieutenant-governor of the state. At a

called meeting of the suiAervisors March 9, 1859, the toAvn Avas

laid oft into three road districts and trustees appointed. March

.22, 1878, a toAvn hall, located on the northeast corner of section

24, Avith one acre of land, Avas purchased of Samuel Caleff, at a

cost of .+250.

Proceedings of board supervisors tiuring the Avar. March 12,

1864, seventeen suliscribers presented a petition for a special

toAvn meeting, for the purpose of authorizing the supervisors to

issue bonds for defraying the expense incurred in filling the quota

of the tOAvn under the draft then existing. The meeting convened

at the sehoolhouse, bid as the citizens came forward promptly

and subsei'ibed the amount of money required, the su))ject of is-

suing bonds Avas not called up. August 16, same year, a petition

AA’as issued, calling for a special tOAvn meeting, August 27th. The

meeting Avas held, and by a vote authorized the board of siiper-

Ausors to issue bonds for eighteen and thirty months’ time, bear-

ing interest at ten per cent, in such sum as Avould be required for

recruits to fill the quota of the tOAvn under the draft of Sep-

teml)er 5th. Another meeting Avas held iMarch 4, 1865, at Avhich

.+2,000 in bonds Avere authorized, to run one year at ten per cent

interest. Of this amount, only .+1,334,75 Avas issued, this sum
being sufficient to purchase the required number of recruits.

The soldiers enlisting in the CiAul AVar, Avho gave their resi-

dence as XTninger, Avere as folloAvs : J. M. BoAvler, Alonzo Briggs,

Christian Bittka, E. E. Brush, Jose]Ah Bottomly, Alartin Couuti’y-

man, Arthur J. Fish, AVilliam F. Fhteh, HoAvard Griffin, OAven

Kennard, George AV. Knight, John King, Isaac Lyon, Israel C.

AIoAvry, Aaron McAIullen, Nicholas O’Brien, Daniel Purcell,

Charles Bussell, Eugene II. Stone, Daniel Sheldon, Nathaniel

Severy, B. J. Truax, John Tompkins, J. B. Truax, E. K. AYasser,

Leander AVells, AAdllis Countryman, Charles A. Hutchins, John

Nesson, Eugene 11. Stone, John Steffers, George AA^. Zanger, Elias

Bong, LeAvis Norelius, EdAvard Griffin, Cassius Sprague, A. II.

Truax, Jerome Hanna, Leonard AI. Knapp, Sylvester Bussell,

Patrick Casey, Alichael Aloran, John S. Countryman, John AA^.
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Cagley, Peter Countryman, Levi N. Countryman, AYalter R.

Hanna, Austin Knapp and Cassinett Sprague.

The Spring Lake Methodist Church was organized in 1857,

when Samnel AY. Truax, Heimy and P. F. Countryman, P. N.

Fitch, and others, formed a class. In 1860, a building which had

been erected for other purposes was moved from the platted city

to the southeast corner of section 23, and was used regularly until

1880, Avhen the decrease in membership caused regular services to

be abandoued.

Spring Lake mill was constructed as a sawmill, in section 1-1

on Spring Lake creek, by D. AA". Truax and John Blakeley, who
commenced the structure in the fall of 185-1 and had it completed

the following Alarch. The mill contained one saw and was run

by water power. Logs were obtained from booms at St. Paul.

In 1856, the mill was pui’chased by Foote and Greefield and after-

ward went through various vicissitudes, being variously used as

a saw, Houi-ing and grist mill.

Schools. In conformity with a call issued by the chairman of

the board of supervisors, the citizens met at Good Templar's hall

in Nininger City, October 30, 1858, and organized a school district.

A. Reed, A. C. Poor and George II. Alowry Avere elected trustees;

J. II. Oavcu, clerk. This district included sections 18, 1!), 30, 31,

13 and part of 24. Fifty dollars Avas voted for incidental ex-

penses; the first term Avas taught in the city coiancil room liy Aliss

Alatherson. April 12, 1859, on motion of Ignatius Dounelly, the

district purchased tlie building knoAvn as Good Templars’ hall

for a schoolhouse, paying for it $200. Another district Avas

organized October 2, 1864. A metding Avas held at the house of

Henry Sprague, and the folloAving officers elected ; Henry

Sprague, AVilliam Hanna and A. LaidloAV, trustees
;
P. F. Country-

man, clerk. At an adjourneil meeting held October 31, .$225 Avas

Amtetl to build a schoolhouse. Rebecca Harris taught the first

term of school. Another district Avith a house located on the

northern line of section 25 Avas organized in the fall of 1860, under

the direction of Levi N. Countryman, one of the five commis-

sioners appointed by the- authorities of the county to examine

and reorganize the public school districts of the county. As the

early records of the district are lost it is difficult to ascertain Avith

certainty Avho Avere the first officers. IIoAvever, Alary AVheeler

Avas the first teacher employed.

John Nininger, for Avhom the tOAvn Avas named, Avas a brother-

in-hiAv of Governor Alexander Ramsey, and Avas born in Harris-

burg, Pa. He came to St. Paul in 1855, and resided there a num-
ber of years. He removeil to Alabama, after the Avar, ami engaged

in raising cotton, AAdiere he tlied.

Peter M. and Henry Caleff Avere natives of Ncav BrunsAvick.
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Henry removed to California in the winter of 1858, and resided

in Los Angeles. Peter i\I. married Elizabeth Truax in 1854, re-

moved to Los Angeles, Cal., about 1869.

Silas Poor came from Ohio, and returned to tliat state in 1854,

where he died. He was a l)aeheloi-.

William W. Poor settled on a elaim in section 20, and engaged
in farming.

John Bassett was born in New Hampshire, and came to Nin-

inger in 1852, and later removed to Long Prairie, Todd county.

E. D. Stone came from Wisconsin to Nininger. He was a

:iative of New York. In the spring of 1877 he removed to Pen-

ville county, iMinnesola.

D. W. Truax was l)orn in Canada and came to Nininger in the

fall of 1855. In 1861 he removed to Hastings.

D. B. Truax was I torn in St. Lawrence county. New York, and

came to Nininger in 185.‘1 and settled on a claim. He removed to

Hastings in 1867.

John Blakeley came from Canada, about 1852. He was a civil

engineer and surveyor by profession, and laid out the original

village plat of Hastings. In company with D. AY. Truax, he built

the Spring Lake mill in 1853-54. Also built the steam sawmill

at Nininger city in 1856-57. While running the latter mill he fell

with his hack upon a large revolving saw and was hurled some

thirty feet with great violence. He escai)ed without serious in-

jury. He removetl to Ikiynesville, Stearns county.

James A. Case, son 'of dames R. Case, was horn in Rhode

Island in 1838, and came to Nininger with his fathei’ in 1856. For

many years he Acas (diairman of the town hoard. In 1862, he mar-

I’ied Alai'y A. Bottomly, and in 1879, removed to Alontevideo.

Matthew A. Miller, the chairman of the first tOAvn l)oard, Avas

a natiA'e of Chaml)ei‘shurg, Pa. He Avas a civil engineer, and

among other Avork, smweyed and platted Donnelly, Case, Burns

and Goldsmith's addition to Nininger city. In 1859, he located

at A^icksluirg, Aliss., and Avas afterAvard prominent as a Confed-

erate engineer, in planning and constructing the defenses of that

city. On the fall of that city he became a prisoner of Avar, and

Avas seem l>y some Alinnesotians at Camp Douglas, since Avhich

time nothing is knoAvn of him.

Anthony Reed, Avhose name Avas prominent in the political

atfairs of the toAvnship, Avas a native of Alassachusetts and came

to Nininger in 1856. He died at Hastings in 1879.

Charles Yeager, member of the first tOAvn hoard, Avas horn in

Germany in 1820, and settled in Pennsylvania in 1838. He came

to Nininger in 1856, and started the “AA'estern” hotel, AAdiich he

run until 1868; later on the American house, Hastings.

Charles E. Clarke, first recorder of Nininger city, came from
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the East in 1856, and opened a real estate agency. He did a thriv-

ing business during the prosperity of the city, and left about

1860.

George H. Mowry was born in Rhode Island in 1808. In 1810,

moved to New Brunswick, and came to Nininger in 1856. He mar-

ried Miss Annie E. Gardner in 1829, and in 1879, this couple cele-

brated their golden wedding.

William Bracht was born in Germany in 1837. After having

previously lived in Nininger one year, he came here to make his

home in 1862. In 1861 he married Jane Paul.

H. M. Brownell came to Dakota county in 1863, from Hoosiek

Falls, N". Y., where he was born, February 21, 1851. In 1872, he

came to Nininger. May 8, 1872, he married Mary Shaft.

J. B. Case came to Minnesota iu 1856. He was born in Sims-

bury, Conn., October 10, 1812.

P. F. Countryman was born in Jefferson county, N. Y., in 1829.

He came to Minnesota iu 1855 and moved to a farm in Nininger iu

1880. He served in the Civil lYar.

J. J. Still was born in Illinois in 1817, and came to Nininger

iu 1871.

Nininger Village. In the eaidy spring of 1856, John Nininger,

formerly of Pennsylvania, then of St. Paul, purchased the claims

of Peter M. and Henry Caletf, John Bassett, and E. D. Stone and

mother, and in May of that year had C. L. Emerson survey and

plat the “City of Nininger."’ The^original survey included lot 2,

the northeast quarter of southwest quarter, and the west half

of southeast quarter, and lots 3 and 1, and northwest quarter of

southwest quarter of section 18 ;
lot 1, and the east half of south-

east quarter of section 13, all in township 115, range 18. August

2, following, the village plat was regularly recorded by John

Nininger, for whom the village was named. In August, 1856,

Smith, Hancock and Thomas' addition to the city of Nininger

Avas laid out, and opened for settlement. Smith and Carleton, of

St. Paul, surveyors. January, 1857, John Nininger laid out an

addition to his original tOAvn plat, folloAved iu July, 1857, by

Donnelly, Case, Burns and Goldsmith's addition; M. A. Miller,

surveyor. March, 1858, Jospeh C. Kerr, of Philadelphia, laid out

Kerr and Stone’s addition; Gates A. Johnson, surveyor.

From the date of its founding in 1856, the Aullage rapidly ad-

A'anced in population and importance, impelled by the connection

with its interests of such prominent men in the political history

of Minnesota territory, as Alexander Ramsey, Ignatius Donnelly

and H. B. Hancock, brother of General W. S. Hancock. The

interests of these men in the “future great’’ city attracted the

attention of politicians and capitalists in different parts of the

Union, and they sought iiiA’estment in the neAV-born city, that
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was to outstrip all competitors in the race for prominence. Such
men as Governor James L. Orr, of South Carolina, afterwards

minister to Russia, under President Grant, and Avho died al)Out

1873
;
George B. Clitheral, of Moltile, Ala.

;
Winston, of New York

;

A. J. Jones, of Harrisburg, Pa.
;
and many other prominent public

men, all owned “corner lots” in Nininger city. A. J. Jones, re-

ferred to above, invested 4'3J,000 in village real estate. George 0.

Robertson, a capitalist of Noav York, met Donnelly and Nininger

in that city, and being convinced of the value of the investment,

“laid down” $40,000 for himself and friends; how much they

“took up” is not recorded.

The city of Nininger reached the height of its progress in

1858. During the winter of 1857-8, an act of incorporation was

passed by the legislature, and the first city organization was
effected, Ignatius Donnelly Avas elected president of the council.

Charles E. Clarke, recorder. A. H. Cheney was appointed city

marshal. One of the first acts of the embryo city Avas to issue

scrip for its indel)tedness, some of \Adiich Avas never redeemed,

and as many citizens held it in large sums, they lost heavily Avhen

the bubble hurst.

In the spring of 1858, the city numbered nearly, if not quite,

1,000 inhabitants, and cast a vote of over 200. There Avere seven

or eight mercantile houses, three or four blacksmith and Avagon-

shops, one ploAV factory, one sash and door manufactory, six

saloons, several laAvyers and real estate agents, one practicing

jihysician, one drug store, three hotels, and other estahlishments

rc(pusite to make a full-tledged young city. The first building

constructed after the village Avas started Avas put up by Anthony

Reed, and the second by Charles Yeager; the latter Avas after-

Avards enlarged and used as a hotel. The first store Avas built and

opened by Louis Laiver, in August, 1856.

The first hotel Avas opened in the fall of 1856 by Charles

Yeager, and Avas knoAvn as the “AVestern” house. The building

Avas one and one-half stories high and fuimished accommodations

for tAventy-fiA’e guests. This hotel Avas run by Yeager until 1868,

Avhen he removed to Hastings.

The “National,” or as it Avas familiarly knoAvn, the “Handy-

side” house, Avas a structure of tAvo and one-half stories, Avith

room for about fifty people. It Avas built in 1857, and run by A\^.

Gibson. About the year 1865, it Avas moved to Hastings.

The Clinton house, John K. Freer, proprietor, Avas erected

al)Out 1858. It Avas a tAvo and one-half story building, Avith room

for tAventy-fiAm people. It Avas iuoauhI to Hastings.

Kemp & AVheeler constructed a large public hall in 1857.

This building Avas afterwards sold to a masonic society in Cottage

GroAm and remoA'ed to that tOAvn.
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During the winter of 1856-57, Blakeley & Lewis put up a

steam sawmill in the west end of the village. It Avas furnished

Avith one circular saAV and one lath saAV. In June, 1867, D. AY.

Truas bought an interest in the mill and subsequently purchased

Blakeley’s interest and ran the mill until the fall of 1862, Avhen

he demolished it and sold the machinery. Logs for the mill Avere

obtained from the St. Paul booms. Tlie enterprise, unlike many
others in this place, Avas successful. . The Eagle steam sawmill

AA"as built in 1857 by James K. Case, and containetl one niuley

saAV and tAvo circular sash shavs. The mill Avas operated tAvo or

three years, then Avork Avas suspended and the machinery sold.

The Nininger City Steam flouring mill, Avas built in 1858, by S. S.

Eaton. The building Avas tAvo and one-half stories. About three

years after it Avas destroyed liy fire and neA^er rebuilt, as the

enterprise Avas never a financial success.

Early religious seiwices Avere held in the council chamber,

schoolhouse, and other places. The first regularly located

preacher Avas Ecav J. B. Hilton, of the Congregationalist society.

Other preachers came occasionally and labored zealously.

The first practicing physician in the city Avas Dr. Kobert

Blakeley, brother of John Blakeley, and a man of rare attain-

ments. Charles E. Clarke Avas the principal real estate dealer

and agent. The first l)irth in Nininger city Avas a son of John D,

Alaley, born in 1856, and named Ignatius Donnelly Alaley.

The postoffice of Nininger Avas established in 1856, Avith LoAiis

Favier as postmaster. In early days, it Avas an important office,

Avith frequent arrivals of mail liy steamboat. The people are noAV

served liy rural free delivery from Hastings.

Until 1859, the city of Nininger gaA'e promise of becoming an

established toAvn of large proportions. Business Avas all tliat

could be asked, neAV arriAmls Avere coming in constantly. But in

1859, the people began to lose confidence, citizens left and build-

ings Avere reniOA^ed, until practically nothing l)ut farmhouses re-

mained. For many years the place has been famous as the home
of the late Ignatius Donnelly. Nininger Aullage is noAV a small

station on the Chicago, MilAvaukee & St. Paul R. E.

ROSEMOUNT TOWNSHIP.

Rosemount township Avas named l)y AndreAv Keegan and Hugh
Derliam, from the picturescpie village of that name in Ireland.

The toAAUiship is situated in the northern central portion of

Dakota county, and is l)ounded on the north l>y the toAvns of

Eagan and IiiA^er Grove, on the east by Nininger, on the south

by the tOAvns of A^erniillion and Empire, and on tlie Avest by the

tOAvn of Lebanon. It is a fraction OA'er four miles from north to
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south, and nine miles east and Avest, embracing 22,201 acres of

land. It has tAvo Aullages, Kosemount and Rich Valley.

The board of county commissioners, in accordance AAuth an act

passed by the first state legislature, designated congressional

tOAAuiship 115 north, of range 1!) AA'est of the fifth principal

meridian, by tlie name of Rosemount, at a meeting held April 6,

1858. In February, 1871, by act of legislature, the Avest half of

toAAuisliip 115 north, of range 18 AAmst, Avas annexed to Rosemount.

This tract Avas at that time a part of liiAun- Grove, it having

been detached from the tOAvn of Niiiiuger by the county board,

Septenil)er 18, 1858, and- attached to Inver Grove. The north-

Avestern portion of Rosemount Avas covered Avith a groAvth of small

timbei’ Avhen first settled. The clearing made for farming pur-

poses has changed the appearance, so that at the present time only

occasional groves are seen. In the northeastern part of the toAAui

the timber Avas of a heavier groAVth, consisting of elm, ash, soft

maple and other Auirieties. The remainder of the tOAvn is prairie,

slightly rolling in the north and more IcAml in the south. The

soil is principally a black loam, Avith clay sub-soil, and on the

knolls is rather sandy. In the northeastern part, along the riAmr,

the soil is a gaAa^lly loam.

The only lake of importance, is Keegan's lake, in section 21

and 20, toAvnship 115, range 19. It covers about eighty acres, and

has sandy shores and l)ottom
;
the depth is about tAventy feet in

the deej)est place. Spring lake, on section 16, tOAvnship 115., range

18, covers about one hundred acres and is a shalloAV, grassy lake.

Several smaller lakes similar in character to Spring lake are

found in diffei-ent parts of the tOAvn.

In the spring of 1853, 'William and Walter Strathern and C. H.

Carr left the state of Ngav York in search of Avestern homes.

They landed in St. Paul, A])ril 17, 1853. About a week later, the

Strathern boi'thers started out, and finally deeidetl to locate

claims Avithin the present toAvn of Rosemount. AVilliam made his

claim on tlie northeast quarter of section 13, tOAvnship 115, range

19, and resided there until 1861, AA'hen he moAmd to section 21.

He Avas, Avithout doubt, the first actual settler in the tOAvn. His

brother, AValter, then a single man, made his home Avith him, but

did not locate a claim until about one year later, Avhen he settled

on the northeast quarter of section 25.

C. II. Carr remained in St. Paul until the folloAving fall, then

came out and made a claim in different sections, luit settled in

the northeast quarter of section 26. He opened a public-house

and kept a stage-station. This Avas probably the first attempt

at hotel-keeping in the tOAvn. Ilis “hotel” was a mere shanty,

and many nights the number of travelers Avas so great that they

had to find beds on the floor. In 1861, he disposed of the prop-
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erty and removed to Iowa. John Johnson came in the fall of

1853, and made a claim on section 17, township 115, range 18,

where he lived until he died in July, 1880.

Early in the spring of 1851, Solomon Sears, Thomas Ilamp,

E. Brawn and Patrick McKinney came. Sears made his claim on

section 19, township 115, range 18, and Hamp, near the river, in

the timber. They both lived on the claim near the river, and

worked land on the claim in section 19. Claims were frequently

occupied in this way in order to secure the advantages of l)oth

timber and prairie land. Sears sold out after a few years, and

moved to the toAvn of Hampton
;
afteiuvards he removed to Lac-

qui-Parle county. Hamp afterward bought land in the soutliAvest

qiTarter of section 19.

BraAvn and IMcKiuuey made claims on section 21. McKinney
moved aAvay after a feAv years, to Hastings. James Diffley made
a claim early in 1851, on section 21, township 115, range 19, but

did not remain. He returned to St. Paul and in the spring of 1855

came out to settle, and lived on the original claim until his death.

About May 20, 1851, AudreAV Keegau arrived, and located on

the nortliAvest quarter of section 21, on the east shore of the lake

noAv knoAvn as Keegan's lake. Being unmarried he did not re-

main on the claim regularly for some time. In 1861, he sold out,

and removed to the toAvn of Burnsville, and remained until July,

1866, then returned and settled in the village of Rosemouut,

Avhich Avas not platted at that time. He Avas ahvays a prominent

man in the toAvn and county. Daniel Keegan came in November,

1851, made a claim on the soiitliAvest cpiarter of section 21, and

brought his family. Daniel remained only about tAvo years, then

remoAud to Rice county, and after a residence there of tAvo years

settled in the toAvn of LakeAulle. Patrick IMoran came Avith his

family in N'ovember, 1851, and located on the north side of sec-

tion 20, on the Avest side of Keegan's lake. He lived there a num-
ber of years, then moved to the tOAAUi of Empire. Others Avho

settled in the fall of 1851 Avere, lY. II. Van Kleeek, 'William and

Michael Murnane. W^illiam Burke, Michael jMoore, Ira Harris,

AVilliam and Thomas Baker, Terrence Galagher, James and AVil-

liam IMurphy, EdAvard Ryan and Patrick King.

Van Kleeek settled on section 21, but remained only one year,

and returned East. The tAvo Alurnanes made claims in section

21, toAAnship 115, range 18. Michael lived on his a number of

years, then moA'ed to the toAvn of Vermillion. AVilliam occupied

his claim until the spring of 1880, Avhen he became a resident of

Alinneapolis. Burke also located on section 21. Alichael Aloore

on section 20. He lived there a number of years, then sold, and

moved to the toAAm of Vermillion. Harris settled on section 26,
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township Ilf), range 19, and resided there until his death, ahout

ten years ago.

William Baker pre-empted, the southeast quarter of section

26, and after several removals settled on section 23. Ilis brother,

Thomas, )iiade his claim on section 24, and lived there until 1871,

Avhen he moved to Kansas. Gallagher located in the central part

of section 18, and remained there for several years, later moving
to Empire township. James iMnrphy settled on the south side

of section 17. Upon the organization of the township in the

spring of 1858, he was elected town clerk, and filled offices of

trust. William iMnrphy made his claim in the uorthei'ii part

of the town; lived in St. Paid a few years, and then removed to

section 33 Avhere he had a fine farm of 320 acres, besides other

land. Edward Byan also made his claim in the northern part

of the town, and lived on it a number of years, then moved to

Olmstead county. Patrick King located on the east side of sec-

tion 17, subsequently sold, and removed to Rice county, where

he died.

During the year 1855, settlers came in rapidly and the town

attracted a fair proportion of those coming to Dakota county.

Among the earlier settlers of that year were, Daniel Turpin, AY. C.

Alorrison, Reuben Bronson, J. AY. Reed and James Duffy. They

came in Eehruary. Turi)in settled on section 29, and after a few

years moved to Pine Bend, and later to Alontana. Reed, in com-

pany with his brother-in-law, made a claim on section 30, and one

on section 13, in the town of Lebanon. They lived on the latter

claim, hut built a cabin on the claim in Rosemonnt, and Air. Reed

moved to this claim a few yeai's later. Reulien Bronson made
his claim on section 30, and shortly after sold to A. A. Atherton,

who had previously located on section 19. James Dnlfy settled

on the northwest (piartc'r of section 30, and lived there until 1869.

lie died at Hastings in the winter of 1878. Alorrison selected the

northeast quarter of section 30. In Alay, Ins brother, R. P. Alor-

rison, came out and to induce him to remain, AY. C. Alorrison

surrendered his claim to him and made another in the town of

Ernpire. He lived on it long enough to prove up, then made his

home in St. Paul. R. P. Alorrison returned east for his family,

and started ivith them for Alinnesota. AAdien about eighteen miles

west of AIcGregor, Iowa, he died of congestive chills after an ill-

ness of several days. His family arrived in St. Paul, October 15,

following, and on the 17, moved out to the claim. A log house

had Ireen built by the brothers during their first idsit, which the

family occupied. Airs. Alorrison began keeping people who were

hunting claims, and soon concluded to make a business of hotel

keeping. A l)oard was put up hearing the legend “Prairie House,”

printed upon it Avith a lead pencil. A friend of Airs. Alorrison
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soon after brought on his l)ack from St. Paul a painted sign. The

log building was used about two years, then replaced by a more

commodious structure, and to this an addition was made some

years later, making the house, 30x46 feet, and two stories high,

containing sixteen rooms.

Another hotel was opened by W. S. Hardwick, diagonally

across the road from IMrs. Morrison’s, about 1859. It was called

the Rosemouut house, and was run by Mr. Hardwick several

years, then sold to Daniel Underwood. About 1866, it was closed

as a public house for lack of patronage.

John IMurphy came early in 1855, and made a claim on sec-

tion 29 where he lived until he died, April 23, 1873. Among the

settlers of 1855, Hugh Derham holds a prominent j)lace. He
located his claim in the southern part of the town and added
largely to it by purchase. He still lives in the township and is

one of the few pioneers still remaining in the country.

Among the settlers of 1855, appear the names of Patrick

Mulrey, Janies McDonough, iMichael Cunniff. 0. B. Velie, John
Davis, Orville AYoodworth, Elisha and Edwin Blew, Thomas
Kane, J. H. and AYilliam Flannegan and jMartin Knarsboro.

From this time on, settlers came in rapidly, and it is not possible

to mention individually those who came in and the order in

which they came.

The first birth in the town was that of Janies, son of AVilliam

Strathern and wife. He was born January 24, 1855, and lived

Avith his parents until the fall of 1874, Avhen he Avent to Farming-

ton ami learned the blacksmith's trade. In the spring of 1879, he

located at Appleton, SAvift county, Avhere, in company Avith a

brother-in-laAv he conducted a blacksmith shop. The next birth

Avas Alargaret, daughter of Michael and Margaret Cunniff, born

October 13, 1855.

The first death Avhich occurred in the tOAvn, Avas that of Eliza

Keegan, daughter of Daniel and Catherine Keegan, in January,

1855. She Avas buried at Mendota.

The first marriage Avas that of James K. AA'allace and Alartha

Strathern, AA'liich occurred Alarcli 7, 1856, the ceremony being

performed by Kev. John Benson, at the house of AAAlliam Strath-

ern. They located on section 18, toAAuiship 115, range 18. Air.

AVallaee died June 11, 1874, and Avas buried in the Pine Bend
cemetery.

The first meeting for the organization of Rosemount tOAAmship

Avas held Alay 11, 1858, at the house of Thomas DoAvd. J. H.

Flannegan Avas chosen moderator of the meeting and Janies

Aliu’phy, clerk. Considerable discussion took place as to Avhether

they should adopt the name of Rosemount or Saratoga. The

name of Rosemount Avas finally adopted. The officers elected
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were: -J. II. Flannegaii, eliairinan of the hoard; James Murphy,
clerk; AVilliam Strathern, assessor, aud Andrew Keegan, justice

of the peace. Under tlie territorial laAc, Thomas Clark was
elected justice at the i)recinct election in the fall of 1856, the

tei'iii ])eing for two years, he held until the fall of 1858. The fol-

lowing spring he was elected town clerk, and held the office con-

tinuously, with tlie exception of 1865, until 1875. Following is

a list of the early chairmen of the town l)oard of supervisors and
tlie years in Avliich they served: James Alurphy, 1859-60-69-70-71-

2; hkhvard Kyan, 1861-2; C. II. Carr, 1863; Orville AVoodAvorth,

1864; Hugh Derham, 1865-75-6-7; Elisha BleAV, 1866-7-8-73; J. H.

FlaniK'gan, 1874. Dennis Alulrooney, 1878; Thomas O’Rourke,
1879-80-1.

The tirst justice to (pialify in the tOAvn Avas AndreAV Keegan,
wh.o took the oath of office at Alendota, then the county seat, on

January 8, 1856.

In 1860, the total value of real and personal iiroperty in the

toAvn, as returned hy the assesor, Avas ff33,779. In 1870, the val-

uation Avas .+121,324, and in 1880 it had increased to .+335,457.

The population of the toAvnship, as shoAvn by the census of 1880,

Avas 964; that includes a ])opulation of 116 in the village of Rose-

mount.

The tirst religious services held in the town of Rosemount

Avere hy Rev. Kidder at the house of AA^illiam Senescall on section

17, near the Alississippi river, during the summer of 1854. The

house of Avorship was a small shanty ami the congregation num-
])ered about a dozen people, sufficient hoAveA'er, to fill the room.

Aleetings Avere held at this house seAmral times during the sum-

mer. The next spring they began to hold meetings at the house

of AVilliam Strathern on section 13, tOAvnship 115, range 19, Avhere

meetings Avere held for about tAvo years. Then at other houses

until a church Avas l)iiilt at Pine Bend.

During the summer of 1855, a Suntlay-school Avas organized

in connection Avith the church, at the house of AVilliam Strathern,

Avith Thomas Pemberton as superintemlent. The school numbered

al)Out fifteen scholars and removed to Pine Bentl Avith the church.

Early in 1856, the ReA^ Father Tissot, a Roman Catholic priest

and Auissionary, began holding services at the house of John

Alurphy, on section 29, tOAAUiship 115, range 19. 8ervices Avere

continued at this house hy different priests from time to time,

until the erection of the Catholic church at Lakeville. Their first

local priest was Rcau A. Oster, folloAved hy Rcau Fathers Glennon

and Quinn. In 1880, the church at Lakeville was hloAvn doAvn

hy a tornado, services Avere then held in a hall in the village of

Rosemount, until a church Avas erected.

The Rosemount Methodist church. Protestant cluirch servies
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in tlie western part of the town were iiistituted by Kev. Katon,

in the spring of 1856. The first meeting was held in J. W. Reed’s

claim shanty on section 30. Services Avere held there during the

summer, and after that at different houses until the school -house

was built in the town of Lebanon, one mile west. In 1867, the

protestant people of Lebanon and Rosemount united and built

by sul)scription, a church on section 30, Rosemount just east of

the line dividing the town. It was dedicated in Deceml)er, 1867,

by Elder Chaffee, of Mineapolis. The tirst local pastor Avas Rev.

11. J. Shafner. lie Avas succeeded l>y Revs. Chase, Hobart, Teter,

Day, Learned, Sterritt and Rich.

At the time the first seiwices Avere held, in 1856, a Sunday-

school Avas organized, Avith Ephriam Knight as superintendent,

and numbered about a dozen scholars. For a time, both church

and school prospered finely, but OAving to the remoAuil of many
of the members, they declined, and services Avere held once in

tAvo Aveeks.

The German IMethodist church, in the village of Rosemount.

Avas built in the summer of 1871 at a cost of j^l,90(). PreAuous to

the building of the church, meetings Avere held at private houses.

These meetings liegan in 1867, and Avere conducted by Rca". AVil-

liam Robert. Among the early pastors Avere : Revs. Boetcher,

Schute, Henry, Dietz, George Hartung and Philip F'unk. A Sab-

bath school in connection Avith the church Avas organized in 1871,

Avith Frederick Sprute as superintendent and about forty

scholars.

In 1855, a postoifiee Avas established and the name of Rose-

mount giAmn to it. AndreAV Keegan Avas first postmaster, and

held the office for about tAvo years. Other early postmasters Avere

James Duffy and Frederick Kloepping.

In the fall of 1861 a store Avas opened in a room in the Prairie

house, about a half mile Avest of the village of Rosemount, by IMrs.

O’Donnell. In 1862 tier son erected a building for her jiAst Avest

of the hotel, into Avhich she moved and kept the store until 1865,

Avhen it Avas sold to Lester and HardAvick. In 1870, they sold the

stock to James Thompson, Avho sold the stock tAvo years later.

The building Avas moved into tlie Aullage aiiAl used as a hotel.

The American house Avas formerly in use as a store and dAvell-

ing house, about a half mile Avest of Rosemount village, but about

1873, the building Avas moved into the village and used as a pri-

vate house until 1878, Avhen C. AY. Stoddard fitted it up for a

hotel. In January, 1881, if came into the possession of George

Lester and Fremont AA'ashburn.

The Rosemount house Avas first opened as an hotel by Flenry

Keefe in October, 1876. The main part of the building Avas put

up by Alichael Hynes in 1874, and occupied as a harness shop.
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then as a saloon. In 1877, Mr. Keefe built an addition to the

rear and the next year another on the east.

The tirst sehoolhouse bnilt in the town of Rosenioant was
located on the north side of section 20, townsliip 115, range 19,

on the Dodd road to IMendota. It was built during the spring of

1858, and was a log structure al)out 11x18 feet. Margaret Cum-
mings taught the tirst school that summer. This building was
used until the one was erected in tlie northeast corner of the

norl Invest quarter of section 29. The tirst school taught in the

eastern })art of Die town was at the house of Walter Stratheru,

on section 25. lie was living in the house at the time and his

wife taught tlie school. A granary was afterwards fitted up and
used as a schoolroom for a couple of years, then a small house

was erected and used until a tine building was put up on the

southwest ([uarter of section 24.

In 1863, a IMr. Arnold of Cannon Falls, at that time a member
of a cavalry company stationed at Fort Snelling, received in-

formation that there was sickness in his family at home. In or-

der to visit them he obtained a furlough, and in company with

two others, S. AY. Alattison, and another whose name does not

appear, started out on foot. At noon they stopped for dinner at

the AVilloughby house, on the St. Paul and Cannon Falls road, in

the town of Inver Grove, about half a mile north of the line be-

tween that town and Kosemount. A number of farmers from the

ueighl)orhood were collected at the hotel and considerable drink-

ing was going on. It was not long before a quarrel arose as the

result of a political discussion and a general row ensued, the

crowd against the three soldiers, or rather two, for Arnold took

the part of peace-maker, and the two soldiers were soon worsted.

They succeeded in getting away and concealing themselves.

AVhile the excited crowd were looking for them Arnold started

down the road on his way home. The crowd failing to discover

the other two, started after him in a wagon, driving at full speed.

He .jumped the fence and endeavored to escape through the field,

but they overtook him and sprang upon him, l>eating and stamp-

ing him until life was extinct. About an hour later Air. AVhitte-

more and othei'S living near, went to him and found him terribly

mangled. Although it was “town meeting” day, biit a few were

aware of the crime committed in their midst until the next day.

Great excitement prevailed and the three most active partici-

i:>ants in the crime were forced to hide for a time. Patrick Ale-

lian fled to Iowa and escaped altogether. Thomas Eagan and

Alichael Alellugh were arrested and taken to Hastings. Eagan

was tried first and by the aid of a packed jury was acquitted.

The prosecution seeing it was useless to try the cases in the vicin-

ity, secured a change of venue to Stillwater, and there AIcHugh
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was tried, eouvicted and sentenced to the state prison for a term

of years.

i\Irs. Ai-nold, the widow of the murdered man, brought suit

against Eagan for damages, and secured a verdict for a large

sum. Eagan, being apprised of the result in advance, was en-

abled to dispose of his property. He soon after left the country,

and so far as known has not been seen in the county since.

The Civil AYar veterans credited in the adjutant general’s re-

port to Kosemount were as follows : Alinor Atherton, Charles E.

Baker, AA'heeler Barnum, John Beck, George E. Baker, AA'yman

Baker, Daniel Farquhar, Frank Hauzel, Loyd AI. Harrington,

Eobert H. Hardick, Emery Knight, David L. Alorgau, Cornelius

AEcGuire, AA'alter Strathan, Treffle Akear, John E. Brawley,

Thomas F. Bayler, Eenier Eyer, Thomas Fowler, Peter AI. Har-

rison, John AIcDonald, J. B. Salsbury, Lewis Swenour, Francis

Dowas, Joseph S. Brown, E. A. Alorse, Isaac Gibbs, John T. Bid-

dle, John S. Duffy, Timothy Couant, A^alentine Dolhehner, Henry
Dolheimer, Jacob A^etch, Peter Ericson, Hans Lawson, J. A. Blew,

E. A^. AIcKnight, Alusson Baker, B. F. Alaybee.

The St. Joseph Total Abstinence Society was organized by
Eev. Father A. Oster, Feb. 16, 1873, at the village of Eosemount

with twenty charter members. The first officers were : Alichael

Johnson, president; Bartholomey AlcCarthy, vice-president; J. G.

Geraghty, recording and corresponding secretary; Thomas De-

vitt, treasurer. In 1876 the society erected a hall at an expense

of $500.00. The Grange m the early days flourished in Eose-

mount with great vigor.

Rich ATalley Grange No. 130 was organized Jan. 25, 1873, with

twenty-five charter members and the following officers : Thomas
Clark, master; A\Jlliam Strathern, overseer; D. G. Harrington,

lecturer; Thomas Hole, secretary; J. E. AA^llace, treasurer;

AA'alter Strathern, steward; Orville AA'oodworth, assistant stew-

ard; Airs. Alark Hole, Ceres; Airs. J. E. AA’^allace, Pomona; Airs.

Juliette Hole, Flora
;
Airs. Thomas Clark, lady assistant steward.

In November, 1875, the grange purchased the old school house

owned by district number 20, on the southeast c[uarter of section

21, and fitted it up for a hall.

Hope Grange was organized at the school house in district

number 92, a half mile west of the village of Eosemount, in the

fall of 1873 with about eighteen charter members. Among those

prominent in its organization were : AI. A. Sullivan, C. S. Head-

ley, J. B. Gilman, John Gilman, E. A. Rice, J. AA^. Eeed, AA". II.

Hardick, Ira Sanger, Belle Eeed, Airs. AA^. H. Hardick, Airs. S. C.

Headley and Airs. John Gilman.

Eosemount village has a population of about 100. It is located

on the C. AI. & St. P. and the C. E. I. & P. Eys., sixteen miles west
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of Hastings, and seven north of Farmington. It has Catholic and
German Lutheran churches, a school and three hotels. The mail,

telephone, telegraph and express service is excellent. Following

is a brief business directory : Thomas Devitt, postmaster
;
T. J.

Brice, grain dealer
;
^Yillianl Cadzow% hotel

;
F. F. Cassedy, physi

cian; M. J. Corcoran, blacksmith; Thomas E. Devitt, cigars, can-

dies, stationery and school supplies
;
Geraghty & Hynes, general

store
;
Dennis Gibson, barber

;
Frank A. Gollon, general store

;

Henry llagenmeister, meats; Peter Heinen, harness; Dennis Ho-

gan, blacksmith; Jolmson Bros. (Frank and John), hay; M. E.

Martin, restaurant; Peter Stetter, blacksmith; P. J. AYalsh, hotel.

State Bank of Rosemont, S. A. Netland, president; AVilliam M.

Pye, vice-president
;
E. H. Essig, cashier.

The village was laid out in 1866, by J. A. Case, on land owned
by Selah Chambeidain, of Cleveland, Ohio. The town has grown
until it is now a flourishing village. It Avas incorporated in 1875

Avith the folloAving officers
;
Frank Gallon, president

;
Frederick

Kloepping, Alichael Hynes, Frank Garry, council; J. C. Geraghty,

treasAirer; Andrew Keegan, justice of the peace; Louis AVarweg,

constable. The act of incorporation Avas approved by the legisla-

ture February 16, 1875. These officers Avere to hold until the

first Alonday in April, folloAving, on Avhich day the first regular

election took jAlace Avith the following resvdt : John Farquhar,

president; Frederick Kloepping, Gottliel) Schmidt, Frank Garry,

council
; J. C. Geraghty, treasurer

;
AndreAV Keegan, justice of the

peace
;
Philli]) Caron, constable.

In 1876 the village authorities built a toAAm hall at an expense

of Jf^700. Considerable more money has since been expended for

im])rovements.

The present officers of the village are : A. J. AA'ard, presi-

dent
;
AVilliam CadzoAV, J. 0. Ryan, John Geiger, trustees; George

Ahdionough, clerk; Frank Gollon, treasurer.

FolloAving are some of the firms of the earlier days;

The firm of F. Kloepping and L. AA^amveg began business in

1875 buying the stock of G. Alerrill, Avho had establishetl the busi-

ness about tAvo years previous. In July, 1868, Frang Gollon es-

tablished a general store, and continued the business alone ten

years Avith success. The store of O’Brien and Brice was estab-

lished in the fall of 1869, by EdAvard AIcNenorny, aaJio con-

ducted the business until he died in 1875. His Avife conducted it

until 1880, Avhen James 0 ’Brien and T. J. Brice bought the stock.

About the year 1870 John Farquhar established a blacksmith

shop on the north side of Ash street near Pine. In 1875, Dennis

Hogan became a partner, and in 1878 Farquhar sold his interest,

and AlatheAv Butler became a partner Avith Hogan. In Septem-

ber, 1880, Joseph Geiger bought an interest, and the firm name
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became Hogan, Butler & Company. The firm of Garry & Geiger

was organized in the spring of 1869 and Avas formed by BT*ank

Garry and Joseph Geiger. They built their shop on the Avest side

of Pine street, and continued together until September, 1880,

AAdien Geiger sold out to Mr. Garry. Jospeh Guth opened a AAmgon

shop in the fall of 1875, occupying part of Garry & Geiger’s

blacksmith shop. In the fall of 1877 he built a shop on the lot to

the south, AAdiere he gained a good trade. AYilliam Kurtz estab-

lished a AArngon shop in the fall of 1870, on the AA’est side of Alain

street. The next fall he l)uilt a shop on the corner of Alain and

Cedar streets, Avhich he moAUul into, also using part of the build-

ing for a residence. In the fall of 1875, Peter Heinen opened a

harness shop in the l)uilding later occupied by Henry Keeffe as a

hotel. One year he put up a building on the lot ad,ioining on the

AA'est and moA'ed into it, using part of it as a residence. Gottlieb

Schmied opened a shoe shop in the fall of 1870, and conducted it

until 1880, AA’lien he added a small stock. An elcAmtor aauas built

by the railroad company in 1867, at a cost of about $12,000, and

a capacity of 40,000 bushels. In 1877 Pratt and Robinson bought

it, and in the fall of 1880 sold to AI. Aleeker of Farmington. Until

1878 it AA’as operated by horse-poAA’er. At that time a steam

engine aauxs put in.

Part of the Aullage of Pine Bend, as originally surA’eyed in

1857, Avas in the Ioavu of Rosemount. It coA^ered the northeast

nortliAA'est quarter of section 18, and the fraction of section 7.

It AAms A'acated and used as farm land by H. G. O. Alorrison, one

of the original proprietors.

Rich Valley is a small ]»ostoffice and station on the Chicago,

Great AVestern Ry., in section 24, Rosemount tOAA'iiship. The post-

office Avas established in 1857, AA'ith C. II. Carr as postmaster. He
kept the office at his house, on section 26, until 1864, AAdxen

Thomas Abraham AAms appointed and the office remoA'ed about

half a mile further south, to the place later occuipied by D. G.

Harrington. Thomas Clark AA'as the next postmaster, and kept

the office in his house, on section 23. In August, 1867, Alark Hole

AAms appointed, and held the office in his home.

RAVENNA TOWNSHIP.

Ravenna township receives its name from Ravenna, Ohio, the

cognomen being .sxrggested by the Avife of A. T. Norton, noAV Airs.

Harriett P. Alorton Smith of Alinneapolis. Airs. Smith had taught

school in Ravenna, Ohio, and her letter appears elseAvhere in this

Avork. The toAAUi is bounded on the north by the Alississippi rUer,

on the east and south by Goodhue comity, and on the Avest by

Alarshan and Hastings. The Avhole surface of the tOAVu is quite
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rolling'. The eastern portion of the town is characterized l»y con-

.sideral)le ronghness, some of its hills rising to a height of about a

hundred feet. This portion lying nearest the IMississippi river

is also timhercnl. The Vermillio 2 i river traverses it in a south-

easterly direction, and is connected Avith the Mississippi riA^er by

tAvo sloughs, one of them in Hastings and the other in llaAmnna.

The latter is knoAvn as the Traded slough. It divides tlie islantl

formed by tlie Vermillion slough and the Vermillion and idissis-

sipi>i rivers info Iavo pai'ts knoAvn as the U])per and LoAver

islands. These islands are about lifteen miles in length six miles

of their extent being in Ravenna. They contain in the toAvn,

tliree thousand, four hundred and seventy-five acres of land, a

])ai't of Avhich is covered Avith timber, principally elm, hassAvood

and soft-maple. During higli Avater, this i>ortion of the tOAvn

overdoAvs, to a depth of from eight to fifteen feet. There are sev-

ei'al small lakes in these islands, three in section d and 9, called

l\lud lien lakes, one, Iavo, three and three in the Upper island not

named. A lake some ten or tAvelve acres in extent is called

jMoshier lake, in honor of the first claimant of the adjoining land.

The Avestern portion of the toAvn is prairie, the soil being

sand.y in its nature, and leather light. The people here hawe no

Avater privileges, exce]d as they dig Avells. OAving to the height

of the lantl al)ove the rivei- bed, some of these Avells liaAm been ex-

cavated to a depth of one hundred and seventy feet. The surface

of the toAvn generally, l>y reason of its roughness and the great

abundance of Avater, is much better adapted to stock raising than

to the production of grains.

In IMarch, 1852, Avliile Avhat is uoav IlaA'enna belonged to the

Sioux, it Avas Ausited by tAVO hrothei's, Hugh and OAven Sherry.

They Avcu-e natives of Ireland, and for the i)ast three years had

been living at Point Douglass. They Avere aceompauied by IM,

McDermott. The Avhole trio Avere attracted by the appearance of

the land Avhich they had come to spy out, and accordingly made
(daims in sections 6. 31 and 3G.

The first house in the toAvn Avas built on the lantl of Otven

Sherry, in the sontliAvest tpiarter of section 31, toAvnship 115,

i-ange 17, and Avas built of logs.

Early in 1853, .Iose]>h iMoshier came into the tOAvn from Pres-

cott, AVis. He made a claim of 160 acres, in the soutliAvest quarter

section 5, toAvnship 114, range 16 Avest, hut after some years re-

moved to Dakota territory, Avhere he died. But little is knoAAui of

him, l)ut he is lAroliahly the Joseph Aloshier Avho first came into

the covudy in 1821, and had quite an aequaintance Avith the early

traders. After the ratiflcation, in 1853, of the Indian treaty ne-

gotiated in 1852, other settlers came into the toAAUi. H. C. Love-

joj^ Avas a settler of 1863, and made a claim of 160 acres, in sec-
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tion 8. Mr. Lovejoy came to the town from AVisconsin. P. AV.

Elliott and Thomas Ellis were among the earliest to make claims

in the town, after the ratification of tlie treaty. Air. Ellis pur-

chased some lumber at Prescott, of which he made a raft, floating

it down the river, as near as possible to his chosen place of resi-

dence. lie then carried it by hand, and fashioned it into a board

house, 16 X 18 feet in dimensions. The roof of this dwelling was

constructed of elm bark. The Indians in those days, though

friendly were numerous and annoying. On one occasion a party

of them stalked into the house of Owen Sherry, and without ut-

tering a word, proceeded to appropriate twelve or fifteen pounds

of pork. They further relieved the family of what bread they

had, with the exception of one small piece, which Air. Sherry con-

cealed. In 1856 the Sionx held a scalp dance in the town, of two

weeks’ duration. They had been on an expedition against the

AVisconsin Chippewas, and had returned with three scalps. One
of these is described as a “full faced’’ scalp, and as having its

luxuriant raven hair, fully two feet in length, adorned with war
feathers.

The first birth in the town was that of Felix Shei’i'y, Alarch -1,

1854. He was the son of 'Hugh aaid Alary Sherry, and died Febru-

ary 21, 1880. The first marriage occurred the third day of June,

1856. At that date, Owen Sherry and Ellen AIcKenna were

united in wedlock by Eev. Father AIcAIahon. The ceremony was

performed at the house of Hugh Sherry, on section 31. The first

death in the town was that of George Ilazelton, who died in the

fall of 1852.

Kavenna was originally a part of Hastings. Before the towns

were formed it was embraced in the Ellis precinct, and the first

election within the limits of the town was held at the house of

Thomas Ellis, in November, 1857, to vote on the adoption of the

state constitution. The next election was the special election of

April 15, 1858, for the purpose of voting on the great railroad

bond act. Sixteen votes were cast against the act, and but seven

in its favor. This election was held at what was known as the

“Henry house,” situated on section 8.

Since it was thought expedient to separate the government

of the rural population from that of the city of Hastings, Eavenna
was formed, June 5, 1860. It contained sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,

16, 17 and 18, in township 114, range 16 west, and sections 1, 2, 3,

10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, in township 114, of range 17 west, all

of township 115, range 16 west, in the county, and sections 25

and 36 in township 115, range 17 west. February 29, 1876, the

state legislature, by a special act, took from Eavenna, and gave to

Alarshan, the sections 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, now em-

braced in the limits of the latter town
;
as a return, taking out of
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the teri-itory of ^larshan, the nine southern sections embraced
at present in the limits of Ravenna. For some years, as regarded

the adminsitration of its affairs, Ravenna was called the model
town of the county. There was always money in its treasury,

and during the war the town raised $1,800 for soldiers’ bounties.

At the organization of the town in 1860, the following officers

were elected: Thomas Ellis, chairman of town board; AAilliam

A. Gray and Patrick Alurray, associates; II. C. Lovejoy, town
clerk.

Among the early chairmen were : A. P. Giles, Thomas Ellis,

ir. B. Lovejoy, A. W. Etter and E. Harrison. Among the early

clerks were: II. C. Lovejoy, J. C. Egbert, J. H. Day, James
Sherry and N. J. Olson.

In 1856, the educational needs of the town began to be ap-

parent to its inhabitants, as they perceived children multiplying

in their midst, and no privileges of the kind for them to enjoy.

The first step towards the organization of a school district was
the employing of Maggie G. Ellis, to teach a three months’ school,

paying her three dollars per week. Tliey rented for the purpose

what was then known as the Henry house, on section 8, which

was iTsed until 1862.

At a school meeting held in 1857, a vote Avas taken to raise

the sum of $550, for the purpose of building a schoolhouse to be

located on the southeast corner of section 8, on land OAvned by
Thomas Ellis, aaJio Avas to give tAVO acres for the school ground

if the district Avould pay the expense of recording the deed. The

latter, hoAvever, failed in their part of the agreement, and the

money Avas not forthcoming. At the same meeting in 1857, a

school district Avas organized as district No. 26, Avhich number Avas

afterAvards changed. At a meeting held February 11, I860, it

Avas voted to raise $150 to build a log schoolhouse to be situated

on the site before designated. Votes, hoAvever, did not produce

the money, and the old Henry house must continue to be used, as

before. Still, nothing daunted, at the next anniial meeting, a

Amte Avas taken to levy a tax of $300 for the purpose of building

a schoolhouse. This vote, hoAvever, shared the same fate as the

others, anti tAvo public-spirited citizens, H. C. Lovejoy and G. M.

Blake, tired of this fruitless A'oting, built a schoolhouse, at a cost

of about $300. The district afterAvards took the building, pay-

ing them for it.

In the summer of 1860, Eliza Quintin taught a school of about

fifteen pupils in a house OAvned by Joseph Ennis, situated on

Avhat is noAV section 1, in the toAvu of Marshan. This school was

taught preparatory to the formation of a district. In the fol-

loAving fall, at a school meeting held at the house of James

Sherry, on the soutliAvest quarter of section 36, a district was
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organized and designated as No. 27, and a rote was also taken

to raise $600 to build a sclioolliouse, but like the older district,

it was easier to vote a tax than to raise the money, and it was

1865 before the house was built. The first school taught in the

new building was in the followuig winter, by Timothy i\Iitehell.

In 1865, the people living in a portion of the original district

felt the need of a sclioolliouse nearer, so they erected a brick

building on the southeast quarter of section 29, and here their

first school was taught by Augusta Lyons. This house was used

until 1873, when it was sold and a house of frame was erected

at Etter station, 18x25 feet, at a cost of $180. The brick build-

ing was bought by C. L. Barnum, and used as a dwelling house.

The first religious service held in 'the town was in July, 1853,

at the house of Thomas Ellis, conducted by Edward Cressey, a

Baptist minister from Prescott, Wis. In the spring of 1853, a

Bible class was formed at the house of Mrs. Thomas Ellis, who
conducted it and continued it through the summer. The first

Methodist class was formed in December, 1866, by Eev. G. AY.

Richardson, of Douglass township, with fifteen members, and

was assigned to Red AYing circuit, under the name of Ravenna
class. It continued in existence four years, when it was dis-

continued.

The cemetery is situated on what is called Elliot’s Hill, sec-

tion 16. The first interments made in this ground were the infant

twins, Mary and Alartha, of Mr. and Mrs. P. AY. Elliott, who
were buried August 18, 1855. The next burial was that of Cor-

bin Speakes.

In 1856, the road known as the Ellis and Hastings road was
surveyed through this town, commencing in section 33, at the

St. Paul and La Crosse road, extending nearly north about two
miles, then in a northwesterly direction to the city of Hastings.

This road was laid out under the supervision of Thomas Ellis,

whence its name. Its length in the town is about eight miles.

Long before the Ellis and Hastings road was laid out there

was a road called the military road, extending from La Crosse to

St. Paul. Over this road, as early as 1852-53, there was a stage

line in operation, every winter after navigation closed, until the

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway commenced operations,

in 1871. This route crossed the southern part of this town, en-

tering it in the southwest quarter of section 33, touches sections

19, 20, 32 and 33, and leaves the town in the southwest quarter

of section 18.

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway has about seven

miles of road through this town, enteifing in section 28, extend-

ing in a northwesterly direction along the bank of the Vei’-
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million river, and leaving the town in section 37, township 115,

range 16.

Following is a list of the Civil AYar veterans, who, according

to the adjutant-generars report, enlisted from Ravenna town-

ship: dames Akers, AVilliam Armstrong, Allen G. Ellis, Charles

Fisher, John Kelley, Edward Aloizzo, Albert Sherry, AA^illiam

Drown, AVilliam Darkin, A. II. Akers, Delos Baker, Isaac Lytle,

James Sherry, AA'illiam AAhilton, Alichael Hart, George Daniels,

AVilliam Bi'oavh, AVilliam Bourke, James Johnson, AA^illiam Clark

and Jolin Durkom.
Naming the Township. Following is a letter from Airs. Har-

riet B. Noi'ton Smith in regard to the name of Ravenna: “Albert

T. Norton went to Hastings, I think, in the fall of 1856. He was

there and over in Prescott, AVis., until in the spring of 1859.

That spring he Avent to Massachusetts, Avhere he and I were

married, April 20, 1859, and Avent to Hastings to live. One of

my Avedtling presents from Air. Norton Avas a deed made before

Ave Avei-e married, of the nortlnvest one (piarter of section 7,

tOAvnship 1 14, range 16, in Avhat is noAv the toAvn of Ravenna. Air.

Norton had had a portion of the land ploAved and raised a crop

of Avheat previously, and in the summer of 1859 he had a house

built on the laud and a large granary built at the same time or

soon after. There Avas no road to the farm, so Air. Norton got

a roaxl laid out, on the south side of the farm, Avhich started at

the Red AVing road, so called from Hastings to Red AVing, and

Avent doAvn to the sand in the bottoms (as it AAms then called)

heloAV Avhere the Love.joy farm noAV is. EomeAvliere about that

lime there Avere some diAusions made in the toAAUis, a portion of

Alarshan Avas set off. I do not noAA^ remember Avhat else Avas done,

oidy that Ave had a iicav toAvn. Air. Norton, I think, Avas one of

the principal ones in bi-inging this about. I Avas asked to name
the iiCAV toAvn. I said I Avould like to have it called Ravenna,

Avhich Avas done. I do not knoAV that A. T. Norton Avas ever in

Ravenna, Ohio, but I had been teaching school there previous

to being married. I liked the place A'ery much and the people

too, as Avell as the name of the place, and so I named the neAV

tOAvn aftei* RaAnmna, Portage county, Ohio. Aly maiden name

Avas Harriet P. Norton, of Otis, Berkshire county. Air. A. T.

Norton Avas from Blandford, Hampden county, both in ATassa-

eluisetts. The families did not claim any relationship, I)iit since

Air. Norton died, I learned that Ave Avere either fourth or fifth

cousins.”

Etter station is located in this toAvu, in section 21, range 16.

It Avas built in 1871, and named in honor of A. W. Etter, who

oAvned the land on Avhich it Avas situated. A postoffiee was estab-

lished there at the same time, and Air. Etter appointed postmaster.
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which office he held until the appointment of N. J. Olsen, in

January, 1881. In 1873, Mr. Etter opened a stock of general

merchandise, -which he kept about three years. In 1871 or 1872,

a blacksmith shop -was opened by August Behrmann. In 1873,

Mr. Etter built a warehouse, for the purpose of buying wheat.

Etter is now' a postoffice and station on the C. M. & St. P. Ey.,

eight miles southeast of Hastings. It has telegraph, express and

mail service. Etter is a picturesciue spot, and the scenery about

the station is much admired l)y passing travelers.

Einar M. Veseth was born in Xoiwvay, March 13, 1863, and

came to America in 1881, settling first in AYisconsin, where he

remained five years. In 1903 he came to Etter and purchased

1,000 acres of land in Dakota county and 500 in Goodhue county.

On this large tract of land he has since made a specialty of breed-

ing stock
;
also doing some general farming. He raises Aberdeen

Angus cattle and Poland hogs, getting the foundation for his herd

from the N^orth Dakota Experimental Station. At the head of

his heard is the Earl of "Wilford, No. 73966, who won the grand

championshii) in the two-year-old class at the North Dakota State

Fair in 1905, and has also won first honors in all county fairs

where he has exhibited. Mr. Yeseth winters about 150 head,

which he feeds for the early spring market. He has a modern
feeding plant, has put in a reservoir and has the water pp^ed to

his barn and residence. His home is modern in every respect,

having been remodeled at an expense of S2,000. Its neat and
well kept appearance appeals to the many travelers who pass it

on the railroad. Mr. Veseth was married, June 1. 1901, to

Katherine Johnson, a native of Norway, and their union has been

blessed with four children: Martin, Arthur, Martha and Luella.

In 1905 Mr. Veseth Avas elected treasurer of Eavenna toAvnship,

Avhich office he still holds. He is a director of his school district

and in politics is a Eepublican. He Avas the prime factor in

organizing the Lutheran Church at Etter, Avhich comprises about

one dozen families, and over AA'hich Professor Hanson of Eed Ming
presides.

LAKEVILLE TOWNSHIP.

Lakeville township is the largest in Dakota county and re-

ceiAms its name from the large lake in the eastern part. It is

bounded on the north by Burnsville and Lebanon
;
on the east

by Empire, on the south by Eureka, and on the south and Avest

by Scott county.

April 6, 1858, it Avas enacted by the board of county com-

missioners, that the tOAA'n should comsist of tOAA'nship 111, range

20, and all in the county of township IIJ, range 21. The Avestern
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boundary of the town, as first established, was a diagonal line

drawn from near the nortliwest corner of section 2, township 114,

range 21, in a southeasterly direction, crossing the town line near
the southwest corner of section 36, township 114, range 21. This

boundary was changed to the present one, and Lakeville now
consists of township 114 north, of range 20 west, and the two
eastern tiers of sections in township 114, range 21, the latter be-

ing all of that township within the limits of Dakota county. It

contains 30,720 acres, and is six miles in extent, north and south,

and eight miles east and west.

The Vermillion river flows through the eastern and southern

portions of the town and is made up of several small streams,

three of Avhich have their sources here. AYhat is known as the

north branch of the river has its source partially in the town-

shi]>, Avhile another small tributary flows from springs in the

southeastern part of section 15 and the Avestern part of section 22,

The third branch rises in the southwest quarter of section 25

and floAvs diagonally through sections 25, 33, 35 and 36.

“On Alarcli 25, 1853,” once Avrote J. J. Brackett, “I left St.

Paul, Avhere I had been spending the Avinter, equipped Avith gun,

ammunition, blanket and camp-kettle, three loaA'es of bread, a

small ])iece of pork, matches and compass. Crossing the Missis-

sippi on the ice, I steered soutliAvard, AAdthout road or trail. The

object of the trip Avas to explore the valleys of the Straight and

Cannon riA^ers, rumor telling of maginficent falls near their junc-

tion. I camped that night in the brush, about tAvelve miles be-

loAV St. Paul. The next morning I struck the Indian trail lead-

ing from Black Dog Aullage to Big Sioux riAmr, and about noon

that day, from a spot Avhere the trail crossed Avliat Avas after-

Avard John II. Thurston’s farm, I first saAV the place on Avliich I

uoAv live. 1 passed over Avhere the city of Faribault noAV stands

and found a log building there, OAvned l>y Alexander Faribault

and oceuiiied as an Indian trading-post. lie Avas absent at the

time, and I continued my journey up the Straight river nearly

to Avhere OAvatonna has since been l)uilt up. Returning to St.

Paul, I arrived on the evening of the 31st, having been out seven

days and six nights Avithout entering a dAvelliug or seeing a Avhite

man.

“I founcl the ice in the Mississippi breaking up and unsafe to

cross. I accordingly remained on the Avest side tAvo days, stop-

ping Avith klr. Bartlett, afterAvard a defaulting sheriff in this

county. The last of May folloAving, I Ausited Lakeville again, in

company Avith Griffin Phelps. AYe looked over the country a

little, and, deciding to make a settlement here, ‘stuck our stakes’

and returned to St. Paul. During the summer Ave were here

again Avith oxen, lumber and ploAv, and did some breaking.
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“In July, the surveyors and workmen on the ‘Dodd’ and
‘Big Sioux’ roads passed through the town. In October, 1854,

1 ])uilt a small house, 16x24 feet in dimensions, and situated in

lot 1 of section 30. Mr. Phelps and Mr. Farnham stayed all win-

ter in my cabin. The nearest neighbor at this time was Mr. Bis-

sell, at Pine Bend.’’

The first ground was liroken in the town by Griffin Phelps.

IMi”. Phelps also sowed the first seed, which consisted of one bushel

of fall rye, sown very late in the fall of 1853. The crop was an

entire failure. Almost every settler, who was here in 1854,

l)roke land, the aggregate amount, however, being small. Some
potatoes, turnips and sod corn Avere grown this year.

In the spring of 1854, immigrants began sloAvly to put in an

a|Apearance. Mrs. IMary Whalen and her son, John, Avere the

first to come. They lived in the timber land, about a mile beyond
the lake and on the road to Spring lake. Then came George
Palmer and George Fagan, avIio settled on section 30. Daniel P.

Smith accompanied them, or came not far from the date of their

arrival. Michael Rohan and son, Michael, also came this spring

and settled in section 20. John and IMichael Sheridan settled in

section 17, John Finnegan in section 8, John Ilouts in section 29,

and Jesse Hippie in section 30. The same year, Samuel Dunn
made a claim in section 33, Dennis Nute in section 28, a Mr.

Youngblood and AYillis B. Reed in section 32, Rinaldo Thomp-
son in section 20, and S. P. Buker in section 29. Mr. Buker sold

his claim, liOAveA^er, to Samuel Johnson, Avho in turn soki the land

to Henry, his son. Roger and Patrick Casey settled on section

5, Michael Hendricks on section 21, but sold his right early

to E. AVoodhull. James Devitt made a claim on section 17
;
An-

thony Cosgrove settled someAvhere in the toAvn diAring the

year, and Aliehael Johnston and Charles X’orling (son-in-laAV of

Mrs. AVhalen) came in during the summer or fall. Johnston

settled on section 5, and Norling on section 29, the latter claimed

forty acres of land Avhich he aftei-Avard sold to G. F. Ackley. In

the spring of 1855, the great immigration commenced, as Avell as

the era of speculation. The steamers Avere croAvded Avith pas-

sengers seeking homes, as Avell as Avith speculators, gamblers and

others. The tables on the boats Avere usually set four times for

each repast, and the fasting powers of the passengers Avere some-

times seA'erely tried. Early in the spring of this year, a Mr. Car-

penter Avas the first to arrive at Lakeville and increase the list

of settlers. He settled in the nortliAvest cpiarter of section 28,

noAv OAvned by Elisha Batten. David Tougher (called Tucker)

arriA'ed April 17th, and a Mr. Parkinson settled on the soutliAvest

quarter of section 21, noAV OAvned by EdAvard AA'oodhull.

The Thurston family also came in early this year, having
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walked around Lake Pepin and having first proceeded to St. Paul,

which place they reached April 14th. Daniel INF. Thurston, the

father, ainnvetl in Lakeville April 30th, and claimed the northeast

(piarter of section 28, on which Ileniy Johnson and Henry Per-

kins now live. Ilis sons, John II. and Sumner C., came May 3rd,

of the week following, and Avere accompanied by G. P. Ackley.

Sumner G. Thurston took the claim east of his father's, in section

28. This estate Avas aftenvards sold to Mr. Brennan. John II.

Tluu-ston took the claim next north of his father’s, being the

southeast (piarter of section 21. At that time, there Avas not a

house, fence or j)iece of ploAved land to be seen from J. II. Thurs-

ton’s claim, though the vieAV extended some thirty miles to the

nortli and east. There Avere several houses not far aAvay, l)ut

these Avere hidden by a ridge on the Avest. But before fall, the

Vermillion prairie Avas pretty Avell dotted Avith houses, some fences

Avere made, and considerable breaking done.

Daniel IM. and John II. Thurston and brother lived together in

a rude dAvelling in section 21, until a house Avas built about fif-

teen rods east of the shanty and about fifty-five rods east of the

Avest line of the section.

Other settlers of 1855 Avere : Pobert S. Donaldson and Isaac

Curiy, AA'ho located in section 33
;
James Curry, father of Isaac

;

lived on the latter’s place in 1856 or 1857; James B. Sayres and
Charles Jones settled on section 34, all of these settlements com-

mencing Avith the date of arrival. May 27th. Benjamin, George

and defferson Pratt settled this year in section 22. These brothers

lived together some time, but Jefferson Pratt remained in the

tOAvn only a comparatively short season. With these brothers,

in the spring, there came also John Brennan, Avho settled on sec-

tion 17, George A. Record, aaJio settled on section 34, and Joseph

Hamilton, avIio made a claim in section 32. LaAvrence Moran
settled in the fractional section 25, Mr. Eagan in the same. Al-

fred Dean, a non-resident, made a claim in section 32. Alonzo

Witherell located in section 24. Oliver P. Clark lived in a hay

stack during the first Avinter, on the same section. IMr. Clark had

then been married seventeen years, and had moved sixteen times.

Mr. Frazier settled in section 19, Peter Parker in 24, and Lafay-

ette, his son, in section 25. Other settlers Avere : Jabez Smith

(Mrs. J. Hout’s lirother), Patrick DonoAmn, Mr. Pinneo (father of

IMrs. Thompson), and Daniel F. Akin, Avho settled in section 24.

In June, George C. Case made a claim in section 15, William A.

Ham in section 28, Hobart N. Hosmer in section 22, and Talcott

Alderman in section 23. EdAvard Woodhull settled in section 21,

August 7th, and Chester L. Hosmer in section 23 some time in

October. Thomas Hyland settled in section 2, the month folloAV-

ing. John Curry came, not far from the same time, Avhile George
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Fi-ishee and S. ^I. Bolster settled in section 24 during the mouth
of May; Henry Uouts (brother of John), arrived some time dur-

ing the summer. These were nearly, if not quite, all of the

settlers avIio arrived in Lakeville during the year 1855.

They Avere succeeded, in 1856, by Henry Pond and Dr. Horace

Phelps (brother of Griffin), and others. Dr. Phelps settled on

the Robert Perkins farm, in section 27. Other settlers Avere

:

David PartloAV, John StrausAvell, and AVilliam and Abner AYad-

dell. AA"illiam AAMddell settled in fractional section 13. Abner

(said to he the DaAud LaAvney of “Eggleston's Alystery of

Alotropolisville”), made a claim in section 15, hut lived in the

tOAAui but a short time. Other settlers still came to the toAAm in

1856, hut their names Avill he found in the account of the “Old

ATllage,” Avhere they principally settled. Young ladies Avere not

very numerous in Lakeville from 1855 to 1857. Their number

consisted of only Olivia Toavu, a relatL'e of the Perkinses, tAvo

daughters of 0. P. Clark, Phoebe Sayres, and her sister, Ann
Eliza (aftei’Avard Isaac C. Cun-y's Avife), and Alelissa Smith and

Matilda Frisbee.

The first marriage in the tOAA’u Avas that of John J. Hartig to

Airs. Dorothy Aluchman, in 1857. Air. Hartig Avas born in Aleck-

lenlnirg-ScliAverin, Germany, and came to America in 1853, set-

tling in Lakeville A’illage in 1855. Airs. Hartig Avas a native of

Bavaria. The first child Imrn in the tOAvn Avas Alary Ann, daugh-

t(?r of Patrick and Anna Casey. She Avas horn Alay 11, 1854. The

first death in Lakeville Avas that of Thomas S. Farnham, Avho died

in February, 1854, from the effects of freezing his feet Avhile at-

tempting to cross the “ seA^en-mile prairie.”

The people of Lakeville Avere of social natures. Strong attach-

ments are alAA'ays formed among the people avIio have a community

of interests, and Avho daily endure such experiences as ever fall

to the lot of the pioneer. They are made generous and open-

liearted, and the desire for social intercourse and gathering Avith

their neighbors expands like a floAver in the sun. Alany a long

Avinter eA^eniug, in all settlements, has been Avhiled aAvay to the

music of the merry Auolin,- Avhose eA'ery familiar tone reminded

those gathered, of AvhateA’er age, of some happy time in the past.

Then there is a long list of quiet amusements, all of Avhich, no

doubt, Avere enjoyed in Lakeville, in the early days.

Captain Rich makes note in his diary of attending a large

husking party at J. H. TliAirston’s in November of 1857. Red
ears, he remarks, Avere not very abundant, hut luckily a juA^enile

belonging to the house had proAuded himself Avith a box of the

article, Avhieh he shreAvdly peddled at fair rates. A diminutive

scarlet ear often took seA^eral gentlemen “to Rome,” for as soon

as the possessor had completed his mission, the passport Avas
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made over to another, avIio immediately commenced his labor of

love.

After snpper, the guests were prepared for the general good
lime, which, says the captain, they enjoyed until a late hour.

Other parties also were numerous, and in the summer, Lake-

ville was noted for its picnics. Fourth of July seems to have

been a favored time for holding them, and the national day rarely

rolled round without lieing distinguished iu this manner. The
first picnic in the western part of the county Avas held Jidy 4,

1856, on a knoll in the southeast quarter of section 25. The local-

ity was knoAvn in general terms as the North Grove. Charles

Porter, of Empire, Avas marshal of the day. Alonzo Wetherill,

Avell advanced in years, played the drum and some one, unremem-

bered, played the fife. The stars and stripes Avere displayed, and

the thirty people assembled passetl the day Avith pleasure and,

no doubt, Avith patriotic profit.

The folloAving year tAVO or three hundred people gathered at

Prairie lake, on the same anniversary. There Avas an abundance

of good vocal music, prayer Avas offered by Charles Smith

of Eureka, the Declaration of Independence Avas read by G. B.

IMallery, and addresses Avei'e made by Eca^ J. 0. Eich and Henry
('aska. An arbor Avas erected, of goodly dimensions, and under

its sheltering shade the long tables fairly creaked AAuth the Aveight

of good things lirought by the gengrous-hearted liouseAviAms.

In 1858, lion. Ignatius Donnelly delivered an address at the

annual gathering, and in 1859, on account of a severe hail-storm

on the eAuniing of the third day of Jidy, the picnic Avhieh Avas

arranged for the Fourth Avas necessarily postponed. This storm

did much damage to crops, and such cold folloAved that even the

hardy settlers Avere forced to resort to the protection of OAmrcoats

and mittens.

On one of these annual occasions a party of the picnic people

at Prairie lake procured a sailboat and endeavored to increase the

pleasure of the day by a sail. It happened, that a tall, over-groAAui

youth Avas in the party Avhose coAvardice Avas only equalled by

his ignorance of boats and Avater. When a short distance from

land, he became possessed Avith an intense desire to “go home,”

and finally Avas put ashore, though unintentionally, on an island.

His ideas had been considerably confused by his fright, so start-

ing boklly out, in pursuit of the i>icnic grounds, he of course

made a circuit of the island shores, absolutely puzzled, that Avhile

on rounding some point he Avoiild come in sight of his longed-for

destination, he continually failed to reach it. Eound, and roimd,

and round Avent the unfortunate young man, each circuit seeming

to increase the confusion and hopelessness of his situation. But

at length, almost in despair, he racked his brain for an explana-
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fiou of the phenomenou and liappilj^ hit upon the true one. After

mucli shouting, he succeeded in bringing a boatman to his assist-

ance, hut alas, he had lost the chief glories of the day.

IMany ludicrous incidents attended the getting home from

these pleasant occasions, owing to the bad state of the roads, and

other causes. But, whether a Avagon load of people Imcame “set”

in a slough, or even overturned therein, or in the Avater of the

fords, their good nature Avas preseiumd and their ardor for “good
times” undimiuished.

In 1857, the hard times commenced. High prices had been

paid for everything recpiisite to start a farm Avith, except the

land, and just as the farmers began to produce something to sell,

the prices of produce Avent doAAm, partly OAviug to the insufficieut

means of transportation, all grain being shipped in sacks. In

addition to other causes, the shinplasters, Avhich liad been issued

liy the Avild-cat banks, became nearly, or qiute Avorthless. No
money Avas paid for produce, and, in exchange for goods, Avheat

Avas rated at 15 cents per l)ushel
;
oats, 30 cents

;
and buckAvheat,

40 cents. During the era of sepculation, A'alues had lieen much
inflated, and Avhen the crisis came the end Avas a linancial crash.

There Avas no sale for property. IMen Avho AA'ere heavy laml-

holders, and considered rich, became troiAbled to provide for those

necessities AA'hieh demanded the expenditure of cash. People got

ragged, and their garments Avere adorned Avith patches. The

patches got ragged, and they in turn patched them. Tliis Avas

repeated so often that it Avas sometimes difficult to tell of Avhat

material a garment Avas originally composed. If a man Avas seen

Avith Avhole clothes on, it Avas at once inferred that he came from

Avithout the state, and it Avas Avondered Avhy he had ventured

into it. People remained on their farms because they had no

means of getting aAvay, since it Avas almost impossible to get good

money for anything they had for sale. One of the settlers suc-

ceeded in obtaining money enough to purchase a fcwv yards of

AAdiite diick. His ingenious AAufe colored this by the use of sumach

berries, and sheathed his old tattered coat Avith it. Then, making

a pair of pants out of the same material, he had the appearance

of such a Avell-dressed gentleman that he is said actually to haAm

been an object of enA^y.

Dennis Nute Avas niTAch in need of a pair of shoes one Avinter

so he took the tAvo halves of an old valise and put one on each

foot, using rags as strajAS and supports. AYith these he got along

very Avell, but say those Avho beheld him, ‘bSuch tracks as he

made in the snoAv beggar the poAvers of description!” This gen-

tleman is said to liaAm been peculiar, though shrcAvd. The clergy-

man of the tOAvn approached him one day and inquired, Avith be-
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coming gravity, “Do you ever go to meeting, iMr. N^ute?” “Yes,”
said the old man, sharply; “tAviee a year ginrally

;
toAvn meetin’

and ginral election!” After a little further eommrsation of this

order, the clergyman left in despair.

In the spihng of 1858, a Mr. Egan was murdered in Lakeville,

and his murderer, Avhoever he Avas, escaped. AVhen last seen, Mr.

Egan Avas going tOAvard his home in company Avith one John
Whalen. It Avas election day, and both men had been drinking

intemperately and had (piarreled. Nothing Avas heard of them

any further, until ucavs Avas brought the folloAving morning that

Egan had lieen found dead in the road Avith his skull crushed. A
])arty Avith Dr. Horace Phelps at its head started, in company
Avith AYlialen, to the scene of the crime. AA'halen’s conduct Avas

deemed to be suspicious, and he was accordingly arrested. lie

Avas examined before Justices James Curry and John Ilouts, aaJio,

after deciding him to be guilty, granted him a release on $500

bail. AVhalen immediately left the country, and has ahvays been

considered as guilty, beyond doid)t.

In June, 1851, a meeting Avas held in S. P. Buker’s store,

in accordance Avith the biAvs of tlie state, to elect officers, name
and organize the toAvnshii). The folloAving officers Avere accord-

ingly chosen: Samuel Dunn, chaii'inan
;
Richard AlcClintock,

(Jerk; T. BradAvay, treasurer; AV. Kean, assessor; S. P. Buker,

.iustice
;
G. Eaton ancl Jabez Smith, constables. The folloAving

jAersons Avere chairmen of the tOAvn board for the ensuing years

:

185!), J. AA". Doyle; 1860, E. AAModludl Avas chosen, but Avas taken

sick and his i)lace Avas filled by D. AI. Thurston; 1861, S. P. Buker;

1862, G. P. Ackley; 1863-64, G. P. Ackley; 1865, S. Jenkins; 1866,

1). F. Akin; 1867, G. N. Aloody; 1868, J. Conniff
;
1869-70-71-72, I.

Perkins; 1873, 1). C. Johnson; 1874, E. AV. Bonham; 1875, J. D.

Aloran
; 1876, R. II. Donaklson; 1877-78, D. P. Akin; 1879-80-81,

J. Alyers. J. J. Brackett Avas the first .justice of the peace and

Avas appointed by Governor Ramsey, and served until the elec-

tion in 1858. S. P. Buker Avas then elected, and continued in

office as long as he remainetl in the toAvnship. D. C. Johnson

served as justice for a long periotl of years. The present officers

are : Supervisor, AA". C. Ackerman
;
clerk, AA". P. Roche

;
treasurer,

G. J. Berres; justice of the peace, P. J. Paddock; constal)le, I. G.

PremouAv.

The first school taught in the toAvnship was in G. P. Ackley’s

log shanty on the Dodd roatl, iiorthAvest of section 29. This Avas

in the Avinter of 1855-56, and is said to have been taAight by

AYilliam Cummings. Early in the spring of 1856 steps Avere taken

for the formation of a school district. This seems to have been

a joint district l)etween Eureka and LakeAulle. The school was
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kept during the summer in Elder Brown’s claim shanty, and was
taught by Mrs. Jason II. Paine.

The district was organized by electing M. Sheridan, director;

John Brennan, clerk; Henry Casey, treasurer. The following

year half an acre of land was donated to the district by IMr. Kean,

Sr., on condition that the district should erect a schoolhouse.

Money was immediately raised by subscription, and a house built

on this land, Avliich was situated in the southwest quarter of sec-

tion 8. It was a frame building 18x2J feet. The school was

opened, with IMrs. IMary A. Kean, as teacher, and with twenty

scholars enrolled. It was successfully continued until 1873, when
the building was destroyed by fire. The district immediately

rebuilt on the same site, but in 1879 this house suffered the same

fate as the first. About this time it was deemed desirable to di-

vide the district, which was accordingly done. The old district

now purchased half an acre of land in the northeast cpiarter of

section 17, and proceeded to build their third schoolhouse.

In 1858, still another school district was organized, and the

The organization of another school district was commenced
at the house of Thomas Hyland, in 1858, by the election of offi-

cers, etc. The first school was opened in Mr. AYatson’s claim

shanty, on the shore of the small lake known as Carleton's lake,

Avith Miss Ellen BroAvn as teacher, and Avith fifteen scholars in

attendance. Soon after, a board shanty was l)uilt in the southern

part of section 1, AAdiere school Avas held until 1860, AAdien the

present house Avas built. It is a frame building, 18x30 feet, Avas

erected, at a cost of $500, in the soutliAvest quarter of section 1.

first school A\ms taught in a shanty on the land of C. Smith, in the

northeast quarter of section 23, by Miss A. Amidon, Avith an

attendance of ten pupils. School AAns transferred soon after to

the house of Mr. Hosmer, and still again to that of IMr. Alderman.

About 1865 or 1866, half an acre of land Avas given to the district

by AVells AYestcott, on condition that it should ahvays he used

for school purposes. A schoolhouse Avas accordingly built on this

land, in the northeast quarter of section 22.

Early in 1859, a school Avas opened by Miss Louise AA'etherill

in her OAvn house, in the northeast quarter of section 36, Avith ten

or tAvelve scholars. In the autumn of this year a district Avas

organized. Air. Earle donated a shanty 12x11: feet, Avhich the

district moved to the northeast quarter of section 35, Avhere school

Avas held until Air. Earie had other use for the shanty and re-

moAmd it. A house Avas then procured of J. Curry, Avhich Avas

moved to the uortliAvest quarter of section 35. In 1861, a school-

house Avas built on the nortliAvest quarter of section 36, a frame

structure, 16x20 feet, plainly furnislied and costing $300 ;
Aliss
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Martlia Seward is the teacher at the present time, and has an

attendance of eight scholars.

In the early days, a school Avas opened in an old shoe shop

in the old A'illage of Lakeville, and taught by Sampson Torry,

who had al)out twenty scholars, and still later, the school Avas

removed to a vacant building near the shoe shop. In 1857, a dis-

trict Avas organized and a schoolhouse Avas bnilt on Second street,

of the old village, but Avhen completed some difficulty arose and
the contractor took possession. A second schoolhouse Avas built

on the corner of land oAAUied by G. Phelps. This house Avas occu-

pied until it Avas burned in 1867. A third house Avas built on a

(piarter of an aci-e of land situated in the nortlnvest quarter of

section 29. In 1877, the district Avas divided and the neAV portion

took the schoolhouse and sold it. The old portion built a new
house in the northeast quarter of section 30, a frame ’ building

20x24 feet, at a cost 'of Sli^o.

The ncAV portion of the above district Avas set off by a petition

of the citizens, by a special act of legislature, January, 1878.

Ponds Avere issued to the amount of $1,000, and .steps Avere im-

mediately taken for the building of a neAV schoolhouse. Lots 1

and 2, in Berras’ addition, Avere purchased, and a frame building

24x36 feet Avas immediately erected.

The organization of another tlistrict took place in 1879, and

in the folloAving year half an acre of land on the northeast quarter

of section 6 Avas bought, and a frame building, 16x20 feet, Avas

erected. The first school Avas taught l)y Leonard Coulter, Avith

fourteen piq)ils in attendance.

The first religious serAuee ever held in the toAvn Avas at the

house of klichael Johnson by the Rev. Father IMcMahon, of the

Roman Catholic church. The first protestant services Avere con-

ducted by George Eaton, at the house of George Fagan, in 1855.

The first Methodist preaching regularly established Avas by ReAu

L. D. ProAvii, Rev. J. 0. Rich preaching occasionally. The claim

shanty of IMr. BroAvn Avas used for a scholhouse, and also for re-

ligious services. It stood on the nortliAvest quarter of section 33,

nearly opposite the Vermillion schoolhouse. IMeetings Avere held

also in i)rivate houses, until the schoolhouse Avas built. Mr.

BroAvn i>reached one year, and Avas .succeeded by i\fr. IMilford in

the fall of 1857. Rev. J. 0. Rich Avas appointed in charge of this

circuit until the spring of 1859, Avhen the circuit Avas divided,

]\Ir. Rich going to Minneapolis and iMr. Barkalo succeeding to

this part of the circuit.

The first Pre.sbyterian service Avas by Rev. J. G. Riheldaffer

and i\tr. Sterritt at the house of IMr. Sayres. In 1857 Rev. F. A.

Pratt commenced labor at this place and continued here until

1864. After the erection of the Vermillion schoolhouse the Meth-
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odists and Presbyterians held services there on alternate Sundays,

until a church Avas built in Eureka.

Kcav Dr. Beck held the first Episcopal service in town, at the

house of D. M. Thurston, in the summer of 1861. He came but

once or tAviee, and Avas succeeded by Rev. Timothy Adlcoxson,

of Hastings. His faithfulness is shoAvn by the Avay in Avhich he

kept his appointments. The distance from Hastings is tAventy-tAvo

miles, Avhich he ahvays traveled on foot and sometimes in Aveather

quite unsuitable for a horse to braA’e.

In 1867 Thomas Hyland gave to St. Joseph's Catholic Church

seAuui acres of land for a cemetery and church. Three acres of

this laud, AAdiich Avas situated in the northeast quarter of section

2, Avas set aside for the erection of a church, Avhich Avas soon after

built of Avood, 36x70 feet in dimensions. The society became Amry

prosperous, having a congregation of 150 members. A sudden

and terrible catastrophe, hoAvever, deprAed them of their church

edilice, and the congregation joined Avith Rosemount. On ]\Iay

7, 1881, a violent hurriciuie came SAveeping through a portion of

the toAvn, demolishing this church in its track and carrying poi’-

tions of it as far as a quarter of a mile aAvay. The bell, Avhich

had a lieaA'y frame attached and Aveighed 1,200 pounds, Avas found

150 feet from the site of the church. As an off-shoot of St.

Joseph's Church in 1877 the church of All Saints Avas formed, and

tAvo acres of land Avere ptirchased from the railroad company

situated in the southeast quarter of section 29. A church, 36x100

feet, Avas immediately erected upon this ground, and sei’Auces AA'ere

conducted by Rcav Father Ostlei’, of St. Joseph's, aaJio Avas suc-

ceeded by Rcax Kimmel.

in Jidy, 1868, one acre of land Avas given by Samuel Osborn to

the tnistees of the Pre.sbyterian Church for a cemetery on a hill-

side in the southeast quarter of section 25. The body of Ada
Bacon Avas laid there first in 1859.

Four acres of land Avere surveyed and platted in 1868 l)y

AndrcAV Keegan and called St. Joseph’s Cemetery. This land is

situated in the nortlnvest quarter of section 1 . The first inter-

ment Avas a daughter of Thomas Hurray. The storm of 1881 did

great damage to many of the monuments in the yard.

All Saint’s Cemetery is situated about half a mile south of the

village of Lakeville, and comprises three acres of land, set aside

for this purpose in 1880.

The first postoffice Avas established in i\Ir. Brackett’s house,

Avith G. Phelps as postmaster, as early as 1854. It Avas soon

removed to Mr. Phelps’ house, in the nortliAvest quarter of sec-

tion 29. Prom that time until 1874 it Avas removed many tunes

and kept in different places, as postmaster after postmaster suc-

ceeded each other.
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In July, 1854, J. J. Brackett made a contract with the gOAmrn-

ment to carry mail from St. Paul to Parihault. In making each

trip he occupied two days in going and two in returning. The
stage was a lumher box Avagon, drawn by two horses. He started

every IMonday morning from St. Paul and arrived at his home,

in Lakeville, IMonday night. Here he stayed over night Avith such

passengers as he chanced to have Avith him, and in the morning

Ihey resumed their journey, arriving in Parihault Tuesday night.

The return trip Avas made in tlie same Avay, spending Wednesday
night in Lakeville, and i-eaching St. Paul Thursday night,

klr. Bi-ackett acted also as an agent for settlers. As St.

Paul Avas the Jiearest })lace for procuring provisions, etc., he often

had his Avagon loaded Avith parcels of a Amry miscellaneous de-

scription. Cats at S5 per head have been knoAvn to become his

passengers. 4'he ordinary fai-e for one trip Avas .j;2.5(). The only

road at this time Avas an Indian trail knoAAui as Black Dog’s trail.

Bands of Indians Avere often encountered, but they never proved

troublesome. This route became a AUU’y importaid one, and Avas

afterAvards extended to AVest Union, loAva. Air. Brackett had

also anoHier I’oute, extending from Red AVing to Shakopee. There

Avas a law knoAvn as the mail contractors’ lavA% giving to mail con-

tractors the right to claim (140 acres of land every tAventy miles

on the roAite. Under this hiAV Air. Brackett claimed hAm sections

in different parts of the state. Six mouths before his contract ex-

l>ired he Avas offered •+36,000 for his claims, bid. he refused. He
had previously pre-empted 520 acres in parts of sections 19, 20,

29 and 30, and an entire section in Steele county. Gov. Hendricks,

Avho Avas general land commissioner at AVashington, decided that

the contractors’ pre-emption laAV Avas for long routes only, and as

Air. Brackett’s route Avas a short one, he had no right to any of

Hie land. Air. Brackett immediately set out for AA^ashington, and

Ihrough the instrumentality of H. At. Rice, aaJio Avas then delegate,

a special la.AV Avas ])assed making Air. Bi'ackett’s claim good on

land already pre-emiited and for all other contractors avIio had

])re-em])ted land.

In 1854 George Pagan built a log house for the accommodation

of the traveling public. It Avas of unheAAui logs, sixteen feet

sipiare, Avith a loft, and Avas situated near the lake on land OAVued

by Richard AlcClintock. It Avas Avell patronizeil, and it AAms no

uncommon occurrence for tAventy ]iersons to put up there for the

night. Indeed, on one occasion thirty-four guests Avere accommo-

dated under the friendly and elastic roof at one time. General

Shields and Hon. Levi Nutting being among the number. The

folloAving summer, in addition, fourteen feet square Avas made to

the building.

Old Village of Lakeville.—In 1855 Air. Brackett began to lay
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the foundations of a town by causing 250 acres of land in sec-

tions 29 and 30 to be surveyed and platted by Mr. Turpin. He
called the place Lakeville on account of its proximity to a pretty

little sheet of water. Soon after he sold a half interest to Charles

F. Crehon. ANhen the town was laid out it embraced within its

limits Air. Brackett’s house. This then became the first house

iu the village of Lakeville. The news soon spread and men with

an eye to business began to be attracted to the new town. Air.

Connelly first appeared on the scene and opened a general store

with a full line of goods, .such as were needed by the inhal.)itants

iu those days. His place of busine.ss was in U. F. Ackley’s old log

cabin, where he remained for a time, and Avas then succeeded by
Jabez Smith. He also soon after sold out to a young man named
Perry, who in turn sold out to Torrey and Bradbury. AA"e knoAV

not the reason why each merchant made his stay in the ueAV auI-

lage so short—Avhether because the business did not prove so

successful as he expected, or liecause the spirit of adA^enture and

gain lured him to fresh fields of eudeaA'or.

In JiAly, 1856, D. C. Johnson and Alarshall Sherman opened

a store at the same time, keeping a hotel, Avhich Avas the first one

in the Aullage. Joseph- AYeisehelbaum, lietter knoAvn as Joe AA"ax,

and his brother John noAV appear on the scene of action, the

former opening a blacksmith shop and the latter a carpenter

shop. David France also started a blacksmith shop and J. France

a gunsmith’s shop.

In 1857 Alartin Dalton opened a saloon and J. J. Ilartig started

a shoemaker’s shop. In the same year several settlers built houses

and the toAA'n in 1858 Avas in a flourishing condition. At this time

there arose a difficulty in obtaining good titles to the lots on

account of the decision of Commissioner Hendricks in regard

to the claims of the mail contractors. Although, as previously

stated, this Avas finally decided in Air. Brackeft’s faA'or and the

titles Avere all made good, yet by this time the business current

had changed its direction and Avas setting strongly in faA'or of

Farmington, and it Avas too late for the A'illage of LakeAulle to

recover its lost strength. In 1856, Al. Lander had erected a board-

ing house, and in 1858 the village boasted tAvo hotels, one built

by G. F. Ackley during this year. It stood at the .]’unetion of

tAvo cross roads and Avas afterAvards burned.

The village held its oavii pretty bravely until 1869, Avhen the

Hastings & Dakota Railroad Avas completed to LakeAulle, and the

railroad company began to found a village. Purchasing tAventy

acres of land Avith tAventy acres given to the company by inter-

ested persons a Aullage Avas formed in section 29 and named Fair-

field, Avhich Aims afterAvards changed by act of legislature to

LakeAulle. People folloAving the march of improA'ement began
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to tloek ill. The first man to take advantage of the new situation

was 1>. Ackerman, who erected a frame building, 22x80 feet, on

block !), and started a general store and hotel. The next building

was ei-ected by Henry Le Due, nearly opposite Ackerman, as a

general store, while the upper part was used as a dwelling house,

lie also erected the first Avheat elevator in this part of the county.

The village now began to tloiirish and most of the business men
of the old village, seeing in what direction the tide was setting,

began to move with it. This, with the other causes meutioued,

occasioned the decay of the old village. At the present time noth-

ing remains to indicate the former presence of any business settle-

ment in the vicinity of Di-ackett’s farm. G. F. Ackley moved next

year to the new village and erected a frame building, which he

used as a general stoia*. The same year David France moved his

blacksmith's shop thither, and was followed by ]\lr. Weischelhaum

who opened a saloon, and the old village hecauie truly a “deserted

\ illage.'’ A platform, 4x60 feet, erected by the railroad company,

had served as a depot until 1870, when they removed the depot

fi'om Dalilgren to Lakeville.

A petition was sent to the legislature for the incorporation of

the village of Lakeville. The hill was passed i\farch 28, 1878.

The following officers rvere then elected: Irenus Perkins, presi-

dent; G. F. Ackley, S. Al. AVright and T. O’Leary, trustees; E.

Morgan, clerk; B. Ackerman, treasurer; D. C. Johnson, justice;

George Kehrer, constable. The present officers are: President,

E. iMcGrail; trustees, AYm. Gardt, II. AV. Donaldson, G. E. .Strong

;

clerk, AV. F. Roche; treasurer, Otto Shen
;
assessoi', J. A. Betz;

constables, AL L. Spellacy, A. J. Alerrincourt.

Alay 7, 1881, about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, a violent storm

of hail and rain, accompanied with clouds of dust, swept suddenly

through the village of Lakeville. It came from the southwest

and contined itself to a track of less than a (piarter of a mile in

width. It sti-uck first the large two-story frame building, for-

merly used as a general store and known as the old hardware

building. This was used by J. G. Curry and the St. Paid Har-

vester AVorks as a storehouse for machinery and carriages, but

was old and consecpienf ly became an easy prey to the fury of the

storm. SAveei)ing on to tin' north, the hurricane smashed in the

front of the store occupied by G. P. Ackley, moving it a little from

its foundation, then crossed the street and struck the Avindow of

the store of P. Donovan & Co. The destruction of St. Joseph's

Church has been previously mentioned. An eye Avitness relates

that it seemed the Avork of a moment, and before one could realize

the violence of the tornado its Avork of destruction Avas accom-

plished.

FolloAving is a list of the soldiers of the Civil AA^ar accredited
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to Lakeville iii the adjutant general’s report; Allen Buker,

Janies Casey, Pascall i\L Dyer, K. S. Donaldson, ATilliam Eaton,

Christopher Fonk, Joseph Setzman, AYilliani A. Ilaine, Hobert

N. Hosiner, Elijah Houck, Janies K. Ives, Harmony B. Johnson,

AVilliani Johnson, Edward L. Johnson, George AAA Keeler, Law-

rence Keating, George Kelley, AA'illiani S. Longstreet, AVesley

Lawson, Patrick AIcCidlen, David S. Partlow, Caleli Smith, Alar-

shall Sherman, Sandier Thurston, Jolin II. Thurston, John S.

AA^atson, George A. AA'eaver, Alonzo AA’'etherell, George AA". AA^eth-

erell, Eussell AATdherell, AAJlliam N. AA^ixon, John N. AAulloughby,

John AA". AA'ixon, AA'illiam S. Longstreet, Patrick Aloran, Joseph

Getzman, Henry Disher, Eichard Fitzsimmons, Benjamin Parker,

Harrison Ehoades, Eobert Dandells, Isaac Haycraft, Charles S.

Emmons, Edmund Phillips, George A. Eecord, Enders Gustaff,

Joseph AA'hite, Hans P. Dahlberg, George Parks, John Young,

Michael Stanley.

Lakeville village now has a population of about 500, is in-

corporated, and owing to its location in tlie center of a rich

agricultural community is in a prosperous, tlourishing condition,

its people being thrifty, wide-awake and progressive. Lakeville

village lias a bank, a grain elevator, a flour mill, a hotel, Aleth-

odist and Catholic churches, a graded school and creamery. It

is on the C. M. & St. P. E. E., twenty-two miles southwest of

Hastings, the county seat. Following is a brief outline of the

more imiiortant of the business industries of Lakeville : General

stores—Betz Bros. (Gustave AA". and Julius A.), Leiiihan Mercan-

tile Company (AI. J. Lenihan, president; C. P. Carpenter, secre-

tary and treasurer), AIcGrail Sons & Co. (Edward, Grover, Eay-

mond, Edith and Lillian AIcGrail). Bank—Dakota County State

Bank (capital, .$25,000); Edward AIcGrain, president; F. A.

Samuels, cashier. Alilliug—Claro Alilling Company (F. A. Evans,

president; F. A. Everett, secretary and treasurer), Alagnus Al.

Aliller. Farm iniplenients—Berres Bros. (George J. and Alatthew

B.). Smithing—Herman Blocker, Joseph Joehun. Insurance

—

Eureka Township Alutual Fire Insurance Comiiany (Alons A.

Fuglie, manager). Cement—I. G. Freemouw. AA'agoniiiaker

—

AA'illiam Gardt. Furniture—Daniel J. Gephart. Aleats—Albert

J. Graves. Elevator—J. J. Haynes (Frank Tabaka, agent). Jew-

eler—George Kehrer. Creamery—AL J. Lenihan. Drugs—Eich-

ard AlcClintock. Lumber—North Star Lumber Company (Jens

Christianson, agent), Samels Lumber Company (F. A. Samels,

president and treasurer; N. D. Samels, secretary). Bowling alley

—Paul N. Paddock. Eeal estate and insurance—AA^illiam Eoehe.

Hardware—Peter P. Samels, George E. Strong. Cobbler—Nicho-

las Saulier. Barber—Charles AI. Sauser. Tailor—Olaf Seimers.

Confectionery—Otto Shen. Alillinei-—Airs. Nellie Spellacy. Ho-
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tel—Union Hotel (estate of Baltliasai’ Ackerman). There is one

physician, Dr. Thomas J. Gaffney. One and a half miles from
the village Frank and Joseph Weichselbaum keej) a small hotel.

Griffin Phelps is one of the few of the early pioneers still left

among ns. A New Englander by birth and ancestry, he has

imbibed the i)ioneer spirit of the west, and is now among the

most honored men in the country. He was Imrn in Hampton,
AVindom county. Conn., February 3, 1826, and remained at home
on tlie farm until 1853, Avhen he joined a colony of 100 mem-
bers, Avhich Avas formed in Springfield, Alass., for the purpose of

('oming to Minnesota. Their destination Avas Faribault, but Avhen

they reached the Cannon river the rains had raised the river

outside its banks and they Avere unable to cross, and the colony

disbandeel, some going back to St. Paul and the others remaining

until they Avere able to continue on to Faribault. Mr. Phelps

Avent to St. Paid and Avorked during the summer for J. J. Bracket

in his lathe and shingle mill, AAdiieh Avas on the ground Avhere the

Union Depot noAV stands. In the fall in company Avith Mr.

Bracket he came to Lakeville tOAvnship and pre-empted 160

acres of land in sections 29, 31 and 32. He Avorked on his claim

during the summer of 1851 and made arrangements Avith kir.

Bracket for the building of a house. The lumber Avas bought and

piled on the claim of klr. Bracket, near his house. Mr. Phelps

Avent east for his Avife, and on his return, instead of finding his

house l)uilt and ready for occupancy, found that Mr. Bracket’s

house and all the lumber belonging to him had been burned,

kli'. Phelps then moved into a log house near the lake, Avhere the

family lived until July J, 185-1, Avhen they moved into their OAvn

house Avhieh had been built in the meantime. In 1870 he sold

his farm and Avent east, remaining five years. In 1875 they re-

turned to Lakeville and built a home just outside the vdllage

on a .small farm, Avhere he still resides. In klareh, 1853, Mr.

Phelps Avas married to Rarah J. Simons, Avho Avas born in AYindom

county, Connecticut, in 1818, a daughter of AATlliam Simons, of

Connecticut. Air. and Airs. Phelps had one son, Oscar G., aaJio

died. The mother died in 1888. August IJ, 1888, Air. Phelps Avas

mari-ied to Harriet AATlson, Avho Avas born in Ashford, N. Y.,

August 9, 1838, a daughter of Ezekiel and Caroline (Cochran)

AVilson. The father Avas born in Putnam, Vt., October 19, 1812,

and the mother February 19, 1815. Ezekiel and Caroline AVilson

Avere the parents of six children—Dennison L., born 1832
;
Abel,

born 1834 and died four years later; Ellen AI., l)orn 1836, mar-

ried to EdAviu Baker; Airs. Harriet Phelps; AVilliam Harrison,

born 1840, and Addison, born 1849. The father died in 1895 and

the mother in 1899. Air. Phelps drove the first team that went

through from St. Paid to Pine Bend. They Avent through the
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village of Little Crow, now South Park, South St. Paul. In 1864-

klr. Phelps enlisted in Company P, Hatch’s Battalion, Minnesota

Cavalry. They went south as far as South Carolina, but were not

engaged in battle. He received his discharge in April, 1865.

klr. Phelps recalls some of the struggles to estal)lish schools in

this section. The first school in the township Avas taught by a

Mr. Houck in 1855 and Avas a subscription school. iMr. Phelps

and John Houts Avent to every house in their Aueinity and col-

lected enough money to build a schoolhouse. It Avas comi)leted,

all except the chimney, and the stoAm pipe Avas run up through

the roof, and in the early Avinter of 1865 it caught fire from the

pipe and burned. AfterAvard a tax Avas levied and another house

Avas built. i\Ir. Phelps has IHed to see AA'hat Avas then a Avilder-

ness filled Avith Indians groAV into the producing farming com-

munity that noAV exists. Mr. Phelps Avas first a AVhig and Avhen

the Republican party organized he became a Republican, Acting

for Lincoln both times he Avas a candidate. He Avas the first

postmaster in LakeAulle, receiAung his appointment from Presi-

dent Pierce in 1854. The citizens from Rosemount, Empire,

Eureka and Poplar Grove came to LakeAdlle for their mail.

Zeba Holt Phelps Avas born in NeAV England, and on January

1, 1818, Avas married to Betsy Griffin, a native of the same state.

He died January 16, 1878, at the age of eighty-four years, and his

Avife died December 4, 1866, at the age of sixty-six years. They

Avere the parents of six children—Laura, Horace, Edgar G. and

Laura A. (deceased), Griffin and George P., Avho lives in Boston.



CHAPTER XIV.

TOWNSHIPS AND VILLAGES.

Vermillion Township—Vermillion Village—Empire Village—

Marshan Township—Marshan City—Bellwood—Lebanon
Township—Hampton Township—Hampton Village—New
Trier Village—Inver Grove Township—Inver Grove Village

—Pine Bend—Wescott—History—Incidents—Schools and
Churches—Early Settlers.

Vermillion township is named from Vermillion river, which,

Howing northeastwardly, cuts the township into two nearly equal

triangles. Tliei’e is a sui'inise that the river was named for the

reason that the Indians obtained a substance from Chimney rock,

perhaps, which they used to paint their faces with. Chimney
rock is of St. Peter sandstone. Another surmise is that in the

early days the river may have had a reddish hue at times, owing

1o the disintegration of the St. Peter sandstone which contains

considerable iron coloring matter.

The township is located near the center of Dakota county and

is hoiuided on the north l)y the towns of Rosemount and Niniger,

on the east by IMarshan, on the south by Hampton and on the

west by Empire. Congressional township lid, north, of range 18,

west of the fifth principal meridian, Avas designated as Vermil-

lion at the meeting of the first board of county commissioners

on April 6, 1858. It is crossed by the Vermillion ri\mr. A branch

called the Little Vermillion floAvs from the toAvn of Castle Rock

and forms a junction Avith the main stream in the southern part

of section 20, Vermillion toAvnship. This, like the adjoining

tOAAuiships, has no lakes, but the river tloAviug through so large

a portion drains the toAAmship sufficiently.

This is pre-eminently a prairie tOAvnship, there being little

natural timl)er, Avith the exceidion of some small groves in the

south part Avithin its limits. Enterprising farmers haAm, hoAV-

ever, set out groAu^s around their homes, Avhich relieves the

monotonous look of prairie land and gives the landscape a varied

appearance.

The surface is gently rolling or undulating. The soil is good,

the best land being on or near the knolls
;
along the river it is

sandy. The toAvnshiiA contains thirty-six sections, and as there

363
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are no meandered lakes, there are 23,040 acres of land within its

limits.

The first settlers in this township came in the spring of 1854.

At that time IMoses Cole, his wife and three children, two of

whom, Cooper A. and Mary, were born in Yorkshire, England,

and John in Detroit, IMich., settled on the northwest cpiarter of

section 12. With Cole Avere his tAAm brothers, John and AVilliam,

aaJio together took the south half of section 11. John Cole pre-

empted his 160 acres, but AVilliam sold his in the spring of 1855

for $700, ten acres being broken. The three Coles—Moses, John

and AA^illiam—each had a yoke of oxen, but to gain time put the

oxen together in one team and l)roke ten acres on each of the

claims in the summer of 1854. Samuel BroAvn, Robert J. Smith

and Alex AIcKay settled in the eastern part of the township in

1854 and AA^ere the first settlers in that portion. AndreAA" AA'arsop

came in the fall of 1854 and staked out a claim of 160 acres on

section 11, then returned to Detroit, Alich., for his family, the

neighbors AA-atching his claim in the meantime to preAmnt it being

jumped. In the spring of 1855 he returned AA'ith his Avife and

three children and pre-empted his claim. He aauxs the first settler

of 1855. He had a house of one and one-half stories nearly com-

pleted, AAdien on June 7 it AAms SAA'ept aAAmy Ixy a hurricane, to-

gether AAuth tAA-enty other houses in the track of the storm. This

"is remembered by the “old settlers’’ as the most seAmre storm

that eA^er passed OA^er this region, during its occupancy by AA'hite

men.

The first houses built in the toAAmship AAmre those of the Cole

brothers, located on the banks of the AYrmillion riA^er, in 1854.

IMoses Cole built a frame house 13x24 feet and one and one-half

stories high. AA'illiam built a house of the same dimensions as

that of his brother Aloses, AAdiile John built a log house 16x20.

The hurricane of June 7 unroofed the latter structure, took the

roof and tAAn tiers of the logs, AAdiich AA-ere fastened together, and

carried it some rods, leaAung the astonished inmates at the mercy
of the AA’ind, rain and flying timbers.

Joseph Barker, son of John Barker, pre-empted 160 acres, the

soutliAA’-est cpiarter of section 15, in 1855, and Iniilt a log house,

16x20. J. H. RoAA'ay settled on the nortliAA-est cpiarter of section

10, and built a house soon after. AAulliam Greig pre-empted the

northeast quarter of section 14 and George Ball the nortliAA-est

quarter of the same section. Robert Barrington selected the

southeast cpiarter of section 25. John Hetherly pre-empted the

southeast quarter of section 10.

The first birth in the toAAui Aims a daughter, Harriet, to Aloses

Cole and AAufe, in the fall of 1854. The child had A^ery fair com-

plexion and fiery red hair. She Aims the cause of great AAmncler
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among the Indians, who could not understand Avhy her hair

should ])e red. They brought the Indian women and papooses to

view the white maiden and to feel of its hair, which they some-

times washed witli soap and water to see if it was painted. At
the age of four years Harriet was droAvned in the Vermillion

river.

The hrst death that occurred in the town Avas a daughter of

J. I). Searles, avIio died in 1857, at the age of sixteen years. This

death caused a general feeling of regret throughout the Avhole of

the small community.

On January 11, 1859, the first marriage in the toAvn Avas cele-

brated. The contracting jjarties Avere Martin Ennis and a daugh-

ter of Kobert Barrington.

An incident of a serious nature occurred to Moses and John
Cole, Avho each lost by prairie fire ten acres of Avheat. This in

tliose early days Avas a loss of some magnitude and one they could

scai-cely afford to bear.

Settlers came in sloAvly after 1855, for several years, then the

influx Avas greater and Vermillion Avas rapidly settled. The more
desirable farms Avere soon taken, and improAumients of a sub-

stantial character Avere seen on every hand. This tOAvn noAV

ranks among the most prosperous of this county.

The first meeting for the organization of the toAvn and the

election of officers Avas held at John Cole’s caldn on April 5, 1858.

The officers elected Avere : A. II. Norris, IMoses Cole and Samuel

BroAvn, supei’visors
;
AndreAv AVarso]), clerk

;
R. C. DaAvson, as-

sessor
;
Daniel CadAvell and AYilliam Greig, justices of the peace;

AY. E. Jones, constable. About thirteen A’otes Avere cast.'

The early chairmen of the board of supervisors and the year

in Avhich they seiwed : A. II. Norris, 1858; A. AYarsop, 1859; R.

C. DaAvson, 1860-61; II. Pettibone, 1862; R. Densmore, 1863; 0. II.

Chamberlain, 1864; George Barbaras, 1865-66-67; John Alills,

1868; James Bennett, 1869; John Callaghan, 1870-71-72-77; AI.

Siebender, 1873-74-75-76; Louis Niedere, 1878-79-80-81.

At a meeting of the tOAAUi board of supervisors in 1859 three

road districts Avere formed. At a meeting held at the tOAvn

clerk’s July 5, 1859, the board voted a tax of 10 cents on each

$100 Avorth of taxable real estate for roads.

June 22, 1858, the Vermillion board met the supervisors of

Hampton for the purpose of laying out a road, running east and

Avest on the line betAveen the toAvns. The next road Avas laid out

in 1860, and ran east and Avest betAveen Vermillion and Nininger.

In 1861 the road running east and AAmst through the tOAvn, knoAvn

as the Barker and AA'arsop road, Avas legalized. Some trouble

AAms experienced in getting this road through, as it diAuded Bar-

ker’s farm, leaxung eighty acres on each side of the road. EAmiy-
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tiling moved smoothly until the road came to Barker’s place,

and he opposed it so violently that he would allow none to cross

his land. In retaliation the road builders put up a fence across

the road, as it then stood, so that Barker could not get to Hast-

ings, this being the only road. Barker and Alex McKay broke

down the barricade and were met by the party breaking the

road. During the struggle ensuing one man was knocked down
with a hammer and another cut severely on the face Avith a spade.

But to use the expression of an old settler, “the road Avas put

through all the same."’ In the summer of 1859 a bridge Avas

built across the Vermillion river at the crossing of the road in

section 11. It Avas a Avooden truss, built l)y the people living in

that locality, under the supervision of i\lr. AA'arsop. iMaterial

for the bridge Avas furnished by the neighbors. This Avas the

first bridge built in the toAvn, and previous to its construction

people Avere obliged to fortl the river at the most convenient

place, Avhich Avas difficult at times on account of high Avater.

This Avas knoAvn for a number of years a.s AVarsop’s bridge. The
next bridge Avas built in 1860 over the Vermillion, and Avas knoAAUi

as Dean’s bridge.

The first school held in the toAvn of Vermillion Avas in John

Cole’s log cal)in in 1856 or 1857. The teacher Avas AVilliam

Chapman, a native of Ncav York. I'he officers of the district,

knoAvn at that time as No. 14, Avere : Aloses Cole, AVilliam Greig

and James Ostei-out, trustees; AndreAV AA'arsop, clerk. The first

sehoolhouse Avas built in 1861 on the soutliAvest corner of section

11. The plan Avas designed by AndrcAv AA'arsop. The building

Avas a frame structiu-e, 20x30 feet, and Avas in use for a number
of years as a house of Avorship by the Ex>iscopalians. Rca^ T.

AVilcoxson came out occasionally in the early times and jAreached

to the citizens. In 1869 a neAV building Avas erected in the north-

east quarter of section 10. This Avas a frame structure, 20x30

feet. The teacher Avas George A. PoAvell. In 1869 the district

Avas divided and a ncAV one Avas foi’ined, as the jAeople on the

south side of the Vermillion rUer had difficulty in getting their

children over the river at certain seasons of the year.

This district Avas organized Avith the folloAving officers : AA^il-

liam Dickinson, director
;
AV. F. Alartin, clerk

;
G. E. Denis, treas-

urer. The laud for the sehoolhouse Avas donated on the south-

Avest quarter of section 12 January, 1870. The schoolhoiAse Avas

l)uilt soon after. In the spring of 1879 this house was destroyed

by fire, supiAOsed to have originated from a spark from a passing

locomotive. In the fall of that year the district built a brick

sehoolhouse in the soutliAvest quarter of section 14. Another

district Avas organized in October, 1873, by the election of John

Bruer, director
;
Thomas Redican, clerk

;
Nicholas Reiter, treas-
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urer. In the fall of that year the district erected a schoolhouse,

24x30 feet, on the southwest quarter of section 16. Miss M.
iMcNamara taught the tirst term. In 1858 a district was organ-
ized .tointly hy the people of Vermillion and Marshall. The
officers were: -Joseph Bell, director; William Cox, clerk; Kobert
Barrington, treasurer. Proceedings were instituted for procur-

ing the material for a schoolhouse, but the people living on the

Vermillion side decided to have a district of their own, and ac-

cordingly in 1859 called a special meeting^ organizing a district,

with -John Kuhn, clerk; 0. II. Chamberlain, director; Robert
Barrington, treasurer. They built a schoolhouse on the southeast

(piarter of section 25, which Avas soon after moved to the sonth-

Avest quarter of the same section. In 1874 this building Avas sold

for $40 and a ncAV one erected the same year. Another district

Avas organized in the spring of 1863 by the election of E. R.

Ackley, directoi-; John Fiidcan, clerk; EdAvard Bennett, treas-

urer. The tirst school Avas hekl at the house of E. R. Ackley and
aftenvards at other private houses in the district, Avith Miss Con-

ner as teacher, until I860, Avhen they decided to build a school-

house. It Avas located on the nort Invest quarter of section 9 and
Avas a frame building. In DecendAer, 1880, the building was
moved to the southeast quarter of section 5. Mary Casserly and
Ellen Murnane Avere the teachers. Still another district Avas

organized in 1863, Avith -I. J. BroAvn, director; II. II. Barbour,

clerk
;
George Barbaras, treasurer. School Avas held in a granary

belonging to George Barbaras. It Avas a frame building and

coA^ereAl Avith hay; a board Avas taken out, the aperture serving

as a AvindoAV. At the start there Avere but three or four pupils,

Avith Mary IlaAvkins as teacher the first summer. They soon

after built a temporary shanty on George Jampton’s farm in

section 33. In 1865 the frame schoolhouse Avas l)uilt on the soxdh-

Avest (j^uarter of section 27. One of the early districts Avas organ-

ized in 1858. Mr. Humes Avas director, Randall Densmore, clerk,

and -Joseph Felton, treasurer. The tirst school occupied a log

cal)in OAvned by Mr. IMorrison
;
Sarah IlaAvkius Avas teacher. In

1860 they huilt a small house on section 31, AAdiich Avas in use

ten years, Avhen the district built the schoolhouse on the north-

Avest quarter of section 31. The man on Avhose land the old

building stood, claimed it, and as the deed Avas lost, nothing

could be done but let him take it.

The first religious services Avere held in -John Cole’s log cabin,

in 1856, by a local preacher. These services were a source of

great satisfaction to the early settlers, as they had been deprived

of church privileges for some time. The first schoolhouse Avas

also used as a house of Avorship, the Rev. T. AVilcoxson, of Hast-

ings, holding services for the Episcopals there.
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Catholic services were first held in Vermillion in 1869, the Rev.

Father Ilaltoii officiating priest. The congregation met in a

schoolhouse, but as it rapidly increased in numbers they deter-

mined to build a church, and in accordance with this plan, a

meeting was held in the schoolhouse in 1872, at Avhich $2,000

was raised for the prosecution of the work. In 1873 they secured

two acres of land on the northeast cpiarter of section 8, and the

contract for the building was let to James Sutlilf for $2,800. As
this left a deficit of $800, the society held a picnic in July, 1873,

at which the whole of the sum required was raised, and the work

Avas soon after pushed to completion. Six months after the parish

decided to build, the church Avas completed, and one year later

Avas entirely free from debt. February 5th, 1871, the church Avas

dedicatetl and placed under the patronage of St. Agatha, as on

that day the feast of that saint Avas solemnized. Father llalton

had charge of the church until 1879.

St. Agatha cemetery. In 1875, one and oneJialf acres of the

church property Avas laid out for a cemetery, by AndreAV Keegan,

county sui'A’eyor.

In 1880 the county commissioners decided to locate the county

poor farm in the tOAAui of Vermillion, and accordingly purchased

of AVilliam Thompson of Hastings, a farm of eighty acres, for

AAdiich the sum of $3,357.50 Avas paid.

FolloAving is the list of the soldiers of the Civil AA"ar accredited

to A^ermillion by the adjutant general's report:

—

Patrick Burkee, Amos A. CadAvell, Frank II. Colby, Alartin

Ennis, Samuel Ellis, IIoAvard Ellis, Robert Greig, Jeremiah Tlil-

mer, George Legg, Frank C. AIoAvry, John Alore, James Ale

DoAvell, John AI. AIcKay, Sudney A. Alorris, Herman Pettiboue,

Joseph Joest, John F. Spencer, Alichael Aloran, Nathan A. Lease,

AA". S. Blaine, S. AA". S. Botlnvell, Eugene CadAvell, John AI. Hanson.

Cyrus I. Branian, Lemuel J. Bird, James E. Donahue, Hugh Ale

Guire, James H. HoAve, Hollis Hall, Alichael Healy, John R. Clark,

EdAvard Bennett, Samuel Alather, George AA". AAYeks, John Heliii.

On the evening of Saturday, August 26, 1876, ocenrred a most

atrocious crime, one that startled the peoiAle of A^ermillion. This

Avas the murder of Thomas Callaghan, a Avell knoAvn citizen and

prosperous farmer. The crime Avas committed on the line lietAveen

A^ermillion and Rosemount, on Avhat is knoAvn as the Hastings and
Crystal lake road. Callaghan Avas engaged in running a thresher,

and had in his employe Iavo brothers, John and Joseph Bird; Avish-

ing to reduce his force of Avorkmen he discharged these tAvo. In

settlement Avith them he displayed a considerable sum of money,

Avhieh he carried on his person, and thus aroused their cupidity.

They resolved to possess the money and accordingly lay in Avait

for him as he Avas going to his home in the eAmning. His Avork-
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men, witli the liorses, excepting the team he drove, preceded him
some time. His family were not nineh concerned at his not reach-

ing home, as they supposed he had gone to Koseniount, as he

frequently did. As he did not come, a search was instituted and
he was found in the road, about one and one-half miles from his

home, near the residence of his brother, John Callaghan, with a

bullet hole in his forehead and other marks of violence. They
carried him to his brother’s house, Avhere he died in the after-

noon, remaining unconscious from the time he was discovered.

An inquest was held, and the .jury returned a verdict that

the deceased came to his death at the hands of parties unknown,
lie was buried in Inver Grove cemetery the following day.

Search was at once commenced for the perpetrators of the crime,

and the Bird brothers Avere arrested in IMinneaimlis and taken

to Hastings, Avhere one of them confessed the deed. The. elder

brother died in .jail before the trial, and the other, pleading

guilty, escaped the gallows, and was sentenced to the penitentiary

for life.

Vermillion village has a population of about 100. It is loca-

ted on the C. M. & St. P. Ry, eight miles southwest of Hastings,

and six miles northeast of Hampton. It has a Catholic church,

a hotel and an eleA'ator. The general store is kept by M. Prey and

J. Kasel; and the hoted by Mrs. A. AYeiderhold. P. Weiderhold,

manages the Red Elevator, and John Weiderhold conducts a

smithiiig establishment. The Vermillion Creamery Co. is also

located here.

In 1866, the Hastings and Dakota railroad, noAV the Chicago,

Mihvaidvee & St. Paul, Avas completed to Farmington. This road

takes a course diagonally across the toAvnship from north-east

to sonth-Avest. There Avas no station in the toAvn, but the rail-

road company jdaced a platform for the accomodation of the

people, and trains made regular stops. The first building erected

Avas the l)lacksniith-shop of Peter Fishier, built in 1873, on the

south-east quarter of section 15. He ran one fire; the building is

noAV used for a bai'u. The same year, Nicholas Klutz built a

house on the north-east quarter of section 22. Jacob Randier

also put up a residence and blacksmith-shop on the north side

of Main street.

A^ermillion postoffice Avas established in 1871, through the in-

strumentality of Ma.ior Kennedy, postmaster at Hastings, and

Nicholas Klutz received the appointment of postmaster. Previous

to the establishment of this office, the inhabitants of the toAvn

receiA'ed their mail at Hastings, Rosemoiint and Hampton.

The Aullage of Vermillion Avas incorporated by an act of the

legislature approved February 27, 1881. This act Avas passed

through the efforts of General Adams. The plat included the
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south lialf of section 15 and the north half of section 22. General

Adams, iMichael Kerst and Gilles Krausen Avere designated by
the act of incorporation to carry into effect the organization,

AA'hieh Avas done by the election of the folloAAdng officers : II.

Potter, P. Fishier, II. Pfieffer, trustees; Joseph Sausen, recorder;

Caspar Geering, justice of the peace
;
Prank Brennan, marshal.

Empire village is a station of the C. G. AY. Ey., seAmn miles

east of Farmington and one mile north of Empire City.

Empire City is a postoffiee on the C. G. AA". Ey., eleAmn miles

south-Avest of Hastings and four north of Hampton. It has ex-

press and telegraph service. J. G. AA'eiler keeps a general store

;

F. L. Becker a feed mill and John Grass a hlaeksmith-.shop.

MARSHAN TOWNSHIP.

Alarshan receives its name from Alichael Alarsh and his Avife

Ann. The tOAvnship is Imunded on the north liy Nininger, Hast-

ings and EaA’enna, on the east by Eavenna, on the south by
Douglass, and on the Avest by A'erniillion. The soil of the tOAAUi-

ship, excepting a portion of sections 28 and 29, is of a sandy

nature, Avith a sandy suh-soil. On the tAvo sections mentioned

the soil is heavier and the suh-soil of clay. SeA^eral sections

are entirely unimproA^ed, the soil being too light for cultiA'ation.

A^ermillion river enters the toAvnship by the north-Avest rpiar-

ter of section 7 and leaA'es by the north-east quarter of section

6. Smith's lake, pure, clear pond, fed by springs, is situated

on section 27. Its area covers but four or five acres of land.

This pond and the riA'er are the only tAvo l)odies of liA'ing Avater

in the tOAvnship. Formerly tAvo small jAonds nearly similar in

appearance and size Avere situated on section 22. They Avere

separated by a narroAV neck of land hut four rods AA'ide. The

ponds, hearing the name of TAvin lakes, Avere remarkable for

their beauty and clearness, and seemed to he proAuded Avith an in-

exhaustahle suiqily of Avater. A feAV years since they simultan-

eously disappeared AAuthout any perceptible cause.

In 1853, Edmond Doyle, of Point Douglas in AAYshington

county, staked the Avest half of the east half of section 28, toAAm-

ship 111, range 17. The next year he built a log cabin and broke

some of the land for cultiAmtion. Soon after his removal to the

farm, he ting a tAveh^e-foot Avell, Avhich has supplied a permanent

and ample supply of Avater. Thinking he could as readily pro-

cure Avater nearer the house, began excavating, after digging

tAventy feet, he came to a stratum of solid rock through Avhicli

he blasted tAventy feet, then drilling forty feet more before

reaching Avater. This soon failed, and he sank the Avell thirty

feet deeper, making it 110 feet deep. He thus secured a per-
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maneiit supply of good cool Avater. Doyle’s first crop of Avheat

raised ou this place wan threshed Avith an old cylinder thresher

AAuthout a separator, compelling them to fan the grain by a mill,

as fast as threshed.

August 32, 1853, Christopher Cheney arrived at Point Doug-
las, hut after a brief stay there, proceeded to ]\Iarshan and niatle

his claim on the Avest half of the Avest half of section 27, AVliile

looking for land on the first visit to his future home, he found

lying in the bushes about a mile and a half from his claim a

full skeleton of a man, Avhether Avhite or Indian, he Avas iinable

to determine. During the spring folloAving, he built the second

cabin erected in the tOAvnship. Here his daughter Sarah Etta Avas

born, the first in the tOAvnship. After living on this place about

three years, i\Ir. Cheney sold out and removed to High Island,

in this state.

In the spi'ing of 1851, Joseph Bell, brother of Joliii iM. and
StejAhen D. Bell, early settlers of Hampton, came to this toAvnship,

and took KiO acres on the north-Avest tiuarter of section 31. After

securing this piece of land, he returned to his home in Branch

county, Mich., and brought his family out here to live. He then

proeeedetl to erect his house, Avdiieh Avas not completed until the

folloAving January, the family meaiiAvliile living in a tent, suf-

fering considerably from a severe attack of fever and ague. Mr.

Bell remained on this farm about tAventy years, then removed

to McLeod county, Avhere he died.

In April, 1851, Chauncy Johnson, came to this county and

staked out a claim Avithin the boundaries of Vermillion town-

shi]). MTiile absent for his family, which he had left in Illinois,

some one “jumped” the tract, made improvements, and before

Johnson’s return, had made a record of his claim, thus com-

pelling Johnson to seek a neAv place. In August of the same year,

Johnson filed his declaratory statement, entering the Avest half of

the east half of section 6. James Fahey, aaJio had resided for

some time at Freeport, Illinois, came here in the spring of 1851,

and secured the north-Avest cpiarter of section 21, and the fol-

loAving fall moved his family on it, making it his residence for

abovd ten years. This was ofterAvards used as the county poor

farm. The same year, Charles Durnin, also came to iMarshan, and

took a claim on the east half of the Avest half of section 27.

After holding it for tAvo years, the place Avas jumped by a German.

At a session of the board of county commissioners, held April

6, 1858, the tOAvn of IMarshan Avas created as folloAvs: All of tOAvn-

ship 111, range 17, and sections 19, 20, 21, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 and

33, in tOAvnship 111, range 16. At a ineeting of the board of

commissioners, held June 5, 1860, sections 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13,
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14 and 15, were separated from Marshan, and attached to Hast-

ings. This left the township in the shape of an “L.”

The tOAvn remained in this shape until 1876, when the legisla-

ture passed an act separating nine sections, formerly attached

to Ravenna by the county board, which were again attached

to Marshan, and sections 19, 20, 21, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33 of

township 114, range 16, were separated from Marshan and at-

tached to Ravenna. This left the township its present shape,

containing all of toAvnship 114, range 17. Before the town was

organized, it was known as Bellwood, given to it l)y Curtiss & Co.

A meeting to complete the organization of the township Avas

held at the liouse of Michael Marsh, May 11, 1858. At this

meeting forty-tAvo votes Avere cast, and the folloAving officers

elected: L. L. Perry, John Collins, Nicholas McGree, supervisors;

William 11. Cox, clerk; IMattheAV NoAvlan, assessor; AY. H. Cox,

collector
;
John Burke, overseer of poor

;
Richard Cox, George

Egbert, justices of the peace; Joseph Harleii, M. Orman, con-

stables; EdAvard Doyle, John Grady, overseers of roads. At this

meeting the toAvnship Avas divided into tAvo road districts.

The folloAving is a list of the early chairmen of the board

of supervisors and early clerks : Chairmen, 1859, George Egbert

;

1860, Richard Cox
;
1861-62, N. McGree

; 1863, G. North
;
1864,

John L. Redding; 1865, P. K. Gibbon; 1866, N. McGree; 1867-68,

AYilliam Kingston; 1869-70, L. C. Simmons; 1871-72, C. B. McVay;
1873, AAulliam O'Connell; 1876-77, AV. P. Alartin

;
1878, W. R.

Todd; 1879-80, AY. P. Alartin; 1881, John AleNamara; Clerks,

1859, Alonzo Alather; I860, AYilliam Cox
;
1861, J. J. AleVay;

1862, George Egbert; 1863, Adrain Egbert; 1864-73 inclusive,

Al. D. Phelan; 1874-81 inclusive, AYilliam R. Alartin.

At a special tOAAui meeting held Pebruary 24, 1864, it Avas de-

cided to issue bonds l)y Avhich to raise money to pay bounty to all

who shoidd enlist and Avere accepted to till tlie quota of the

tOAvn. Pursuant to this action of the citizens, bonds to the

amount of $3,125, to become due in one year and bearing interest

at the rate of ten per cent, Avere issued Alarch 11, and $750 in

June folloAving. These Avere sold at par. During the month of

August folloAving, other bonds for the same purpose Avere issued,

to the amount of $8,944, to bear interest at the rate of tAvelve

per cent per annum, and due one year after date. On this series

the tOAvn Avas enabled to raise $6,500. Three thousand and eight

hundred dollars Avere issued in January, 1865, realizing but $2,-

500. They Avere to become due April 1, 1867. The last issue,

Pebruary 16, 1865, due April 1, 1867, was $1,200 but realized

$900.

Although the toAvn only realized $13,466 for these bonds, yet

to redeem them Avith the accumulated interest, $29,156 Avere paid
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in tliL* foiloAving installments : 1864, $4,060; ’65, $8,650; ’66, $8,-

000; '67, $1,000; ’6!), $2,500; '71, $1,000; ’72, $1,000; ’73, $2,000;

’74, $1,000.

A sp(>eial meeting Avas held in the spring of 1865, to inA'esti-

gate tlu" condition of tin* accounts of John L. Redding, chair-

man of the toAA’Ji hoard in 1864, in his management of the AAmr

honds. IMany of the citizens belieA'ing that there Avas still some
money due the tOAA’nship. A committee AAms appointed to in-

AO’stigate the condition of affairs, and made their report at a

suhsecjuent meeting held October 16, folloAving. This committee

reported that IMr. Redding Avould settle AAuth the toAAUiship, pay-

ing $500 for a full release from all claims AA’hich existed against

him in faA’or of the toAAUi, and recommeiuled that the offer be ac-

cept(‘d, AA’hicli AA'as done and i\Ir. Redding gaA^e his check for that

amount.

FolloAA'ing ai'e tlie Amterans of the CiA’il AVar accredited to

Alarshan in the ad.iutant general’s report; Alonzo E. Day,

Charles P. Jeanin, Oeorge F. Planchett, David Planehett, Elizur

A. Alorgan, Justus K. Hardy. John L. Simons, Albert Anisdeu,

AndreAv Parry, Frank Curen, Henry Hanson, Aidhony Hanson,

John J. AlcA^ay, John AlcNelly, Henry Cantield, l^eter Doolan,

Augustus Ivooth, Louis Chanette, Charles Alason, Frank Ray,

William Doerr, Charles Aliller, Chillis AA". Jenne, Calvin S. Leach,

Jolin E. AA'asson, John 0. Alullen, Samuel Aloore, A. F. I’anchot,

Rich AVilkenson, James AA^. ACallace, Thomas Takey, Francis

Case, J. A. Jackson, Parney Judge, Pyron Al. Knight, Henry C.

Knapp, Halhor S.jolie, Absalom Smith, James Wreston, George G.

DrcAv, Waimer E. Willey, Israel P. i^elton, Alichael Alanning,

Eugame CadAvell, Simon Elcock, George II. GoodfelloAV, Albert C.

AlcAIuller, Joshua Pethyhridge, John St. Clair, AAilliam Eger,

Frederick Saupe.

The first assessment of property in the toAvnship Avas made
by Jos(‘ph Harlen, and the total Auiluation of the same Avas $1,-

534.45; in I860 it Avas $72,125; in 1870, $118,112; in 1880 .$260,842.

In 1880 the population of the toAvnship Avas 256.

A school Avas taught in a small log house by AAilliam A. Gray,

in the Avinter of 1857-58. This house Avas on the north-east quar-

ter of the south-east (piarter of section 21. The Avinter folloAving

Air. Gray taught in the same house. In 1859-60, Alichael Alallany

taught in a house on the Avestern part of section 27. Early

in the spring of 1864, a small house costing $150 Avas l)uilt on the

north-east quarter of section 28. The succeeding summer AI. D.

Phalen taught a three months' school, and continued to teach

six to eight months each year, for the next eleven years. During

the year 1877, the district Imilt a ncAV and larger house, AAdiieh

cost $387.
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A district was organized at a school meeting held at the house

of Yh II. Montgomery, December 8, 1858. A. J. Poor, E. G. Free-

man and Leonard Boise were elected tiaistees at this meeting, and
AV. II. Alontgomery, clerk and treasurer. It was voted to erect

a school-house on the north-west corner of the north-east quarter

of section 6, on land owned by C. Johnson, though this was not

accomplished at that time. School was conducted in private

houses until early in 1865, when the district purchased for one

luuidred dollars, a house at Vei’millioii Falls, and moved it on the

south-east quarter of section (i, where it remained until January,

1868, then was removed to the north-east (piarter of the same
section, and there remains, Susan Lyon taught the first school

in the district, in the house of C. B. Poor.

Another district was created in 1860, and called No. 2, A
school house was built the same year on the north-west corner

of the south-Avest quaxter of section 20, on land belonging to

John Bedding, later OAvned by M. Cole. Tlie first term of school

taught in the district Avas of three months duration, and Avas

conducted by W. S. Green, later a. resident of Hampton.

In another district school instruction Avas first given in 1862, l)y

Michael Mallany, in the house of M. Alarsli. Before it Avas organ-

ized John Judge, P. Denqisey, John and Thomas Burke furnisheLl

the lumber for a school-house. A “bee” Avas made, and a house

erected on the northeast quarter of the southeast qiiarter of sec-

tion 27. Catherine Ryan taught the first school in the house.

After using this structure until 1870, a ncAV house costing .$100

Avas erected on the soiitheast corner of section 26, on land oavucaI

by P. Dempsey.

vVnother district Avas organized March 31st, 1871, at a school

meeting held at the house of AY. B. Alather. At this meeting, it

Avas voted to raise $100 to build a school-house to be located ou

Ihe south-east quarter of section 7, but it Avas finally located on

the north-east quarter of section 8, on land oAvned by Peter Hun-
eicker. The first trustees of the district Avere elected at this

meeting, and Avere as folloAvs : James II. Satterfield, director; L,

I). jMassey, clerk
;
AVilliam R. Alather, treasurer. Ella Gilkey

taught the first term of school lasting four months, in the Avinter

of 1875-6. The attendance of scholars being about tAventy-seveu.

Another district Avas formed by a special act of the legisla-

ture in 1879, separating parts of districts numbers 27 and 28, of

Ravenna tOAvnship and creating this ncAV district. The first meet-

ing for completing the organization Avas held September 6, 1879,

at the Cook house, OAvned by John Estergreen, Avhieh the district

had leased and used for a three month’s term of school in the sum-

mer of that year. At this meeting it Avas voted to raise $500 for

Imilding a house and $300 for teacher’s salary and incidental
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expenses. Tliis l)uildiug situated on the north-west quarter of

the south-west quarter of section 12, was completed in the fall of

1879.

About four o'clock in the afternoon of January 14, 1858, Bar-

lu'y Judge, in company with a hired man started from Hastings

to go to his home, a distance of seven miles. Snow had been
falling for three days, and in consecpieuce, traveling on foot was
extremely difficidt. The two men pushed forward until about one

and one-half miles from home, wlien they became bewildered and
stopped to rest. B. Judge soon became insensil)le from fatigue

and cold. The young man heeame alarmed at the situation, and
instead of proceeding, turned and went hack to Hastings. The
next morning in company with some friends, the man proceeded

back to the spot and found klr. Judge dead.

During the famous storm of January, 1873, a Grerman by the

name of August Leindecker, became lost while attempting to go

home from Hastings. His l)ody was not found until the disap-

pearance of the snow the next spring.

During tlie summer of 1863, as Hugh i\IeKay and his wife

were on their way home from Hastings, they Avere struck by
lightning, iMrs. McKay and the team being instantly killed, and

Mr. J\lcKay seAmrely injured.

Chimney Kock is situated on the eastern part of the north-

east quarter of section 31, on land OAAuied by Nicholas McGree.

Its shape, resembling a chimney, has giA^en it its name. Stand-

ing on a base of sandstone rock, it measures about eighty feet

in circumference at the l)ase. At a height of tAventy feet from

the ground, the circumference is thirty-hAm feet. Prom this point,

it again enlarges, resembling the cap of a chimney, and reaches

a circumference of about fifty feet. It has tAVO large seams, one

extending from neaidy the top to the base, and the other about

half Avay doAvn. The height of the rock is aboAit forty feet.

Marshall City Avas located on the east half of the north-east

quarter of section 27 and the Avest half of the north-Avest quarter

of section 26, on land OAvned by Michael Marsh. He had it sur-

veyed and platted and the })lat recorded August 26, 1856. Soon

after this he erected a store, and sold a number of lots to other

parties. This plat has since been abandoned.

Bellwood, on the east half of the north-east quarter and east

half of the south-east quarter of section 28, Avas surAmyed and

platted by T, Blakely, and Avas oAAmed by land speculators, of

AAdiom F. B. Curtiss Avas agent. This company erected the first

hotel built in the tOAvnship, in 1857. This was burned and re-

built by kl. Marsh, and again burned in 1874. The Belhvood

Catholic church was built on land donated by the townsite com-

pany. The site, for Avant of encouragement, soon was aban-
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cloned. The following extract is taken from the “Hastings In-

dependent,” dated July 25, 1857:

“This town is beautifully located at the junction of the Hast-

ings, Cannon Palls and Faribault road with the road from Red
Wing to Lakeville and the IMinnesota river.

“It is laid off on the borders of a lake in a fine oak grove, and

commands a fine view of Chimney rock and the undulating prairie

stretching away to the south. The distance between Hastings

and Cannon Falls is shortened about five miles, and the tOAvn

being about half way between the two places must build up a

fine hotel business, and its natural attractions must lead many of

our citizens to seek it as a pleasure resort.

“The surrounding country is a rich, fertile prairie, here and

there dotted with small but luxuriant groves. There is no por-

tion of Minnesota where are more or better farms than in the

vicinity of Bellwood. AYe predict for our young neighbor a

rapid and healthy growth.”

These rosy predictions, however, were never fulfilled.

The Collins brothers donated the land occupied by the Bell-

wood cemetery to Bishop T. L. Grace of St. Paul, for the use

of Bellwood Catholic cluu’ch as a cemetery. A survey was made

at the time, but the plat never recorded. A second survey was

made by C. B. Lowell, in 1874, and the plat I’ecorded in July.

It contained five acres in the north-west quarter of section 22,

and was divided into thirty-five blocks. The first burial was that

of Stephen Collins.

The Church of the Imaeulate Conception was organized and

the house built in 1862. The first subscription Avas taken Jan-

uary 7, and the corner stone laid April folloAving, and a few

months later Avas entirely completed, having confessional, taber-

nacle, belfry and crucifix, all painted and ready by August 10,

1862. The cost of the edifice Avas fiAm hundred dollars, and the

Avork Avas projected by Edmund Doyle. Nicholas AIcGree and

AI. D. Phalen. The first mass Avas offered by Father Hurth, pastor

of Hastings and Belhvood, October 12, 1862. At the time of the

organization about sixty, families comprised the parish. In 1884,

a Sunday school Avas organized Avith AI. D. Phalen superintendent.

The Father AlatheAv Total Abstinence society of Belhvood

Avas organized at the Catholic church October 29, 1876, Avith fif-

teen members, and the following officers: John Alolamphy, presi-

dent; Dennis Ryan, Auce-president
;
John Driscoll, secretary;

James Alolamphy, treasurer. The society joined the Total Ab-

stinence Union of America, June 26, 1879, at a conA^ention of

that order held at St. Paul. In 1878, the society had a mem-
bership of thirty-four.
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LEBANON TOWNSHIP,

Lel)aiiou township receives its name from Lebanon, N. II.,

Avhence came II. J. and Charles Verrill, early settlers. The town-

ship is )>onn(Ied on the north hy Eagan and Bnrnsville, on the

oast hy Rosenioiint, on the sonth hy Lakeville, and on the west hy
Burnsville. It is in the north-western part of the county.

Lake Eaiapdiar, in the northeastern part of the tOAvn, on

section 2-1, is the largest sheet of water lying entirely Avithin

its houndaries. The shore is partly a clean sandy beach, and
the Avater piu-e and clear containing good fish. Surrounding Ear-

(pdiar are numerous smaller ponds of more or less Amine, as they

are SAiri'ounded hy land more or less marshy or arable. Lake
Alimagnet, a “V” shaped body, lies Avith the apex and toAvard the

north, ,iust Avest of the boundary line hetAveen Lebanon and
Bui’iisville. The arms extend south-east and south-Avest, the for-

mer entering Lebanon on sections tAventy and tAveuty-nine. The

nature of this lake is similar to that of Eaixpdiar.

In the soidhern part of the toAvn the soil is rich and pro-

ductive i)rairie, black loam Avith a good clay suh-soil, from one

and one-half to tAvo feet beneath the surface. Large crops of all

kinds of grain are produced in tins neighborhood. The extreme

uoi'tli-Avestern [>art of the toAvn is Amry sparsely settled, on ac-

count of the hrokenness and sterility of the soil, the land being

very hilly and rocky in nature. The hills are coAmred Avith a

valueless groAvth of scrub oak and brush.

In the. spring of 1855 a party of Ncav England families con-

sisting of L. jMorse and Avife, II. J. and Charles Verrill and Avives,

(jT. AVilson and Avife, -I. Bahh, K. AVilson and one other gentleman

started for Alinnesota. Bahh settled in Northtield and K. AAdlson

in liosemouut, Avhile the rest of the party came to Lel)anon and

located.

Henry J. and Charles Verrill, each took a claim of one hun-

dred and sixty acres. One of these Avas prairie land, the south-

(*ast quarter of section 26, and the other, timber, Avas situated

in the north-Avest quarter of section 23. Henry J. Verrill built

a log shanty 12xld feet, one story high, on section 26, Avhere

he IHed until 1857, Avhen he erected the first frame house Iniilt

in the Ioaaui. This Avas a story and a half structure, 12x2-1 feet.

Charles A^errill built on the claim in the timber, a similar

cabin, and in 1857 built a larger log house, 18x21 feet. After a

feAV years residence in this abode he erected a concrete house,

21x36 feet, tAvo stories high, and lived in it until his death.

L. Alorse, taking the south-east quarter of section tAventy-five,

built a small log cabin, in Avhieh he lived a mimber of years.
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Selling liis fann, for some time he lived in different parts of the

township, and finally removed to Castle Koek.

G. AVilsou, another of the party, located on the south-east

quarter of section 35, taking one lumdred and sixty acres, on

which he built the common log cabin.

In the fall of the same year L. Nason, also arrived, took one

Imndred and sixty acres in the south-west quarter of section

26, and built his log cabin.

About the same time, James Kyan, who had previously, in

'53 or "5J, settled in Eagan, removed to Lebanon, preempting

one hundred and sixty acres in section fourteen, and after Iniild-

ing a log claim shanty of the usual size, lived here a number of

years. An anecdote related of Eyan, shows the method adopted

])y many pioneer settlers to procure homes in a new country. R.

Earquhar had taken a claim of one hundred and sixty acres in

the south-west quarter of section fourteen, in the fall of 1855. At

the beginning of winter he went to St. Paul to work until the

next spring. Soon after his departure, a party of ten or twelve

Germans arrived, and forthwith determined to “jump” Far-

quhar’s claim. They erected a shanty in the center of the land,

and began preparations to make improvements. Ryan, and a

number of friends of Parquhar, emphatically olijected to this

proceeding, and visited the new settlers to remonstrate Avith

them. This Avas eff’ectualy done by tearing the shanty doAA’n

and driving the Germans aAvay. Among the spoils Avas found a

large jug of AAdiisky. AVith this the victors celebrated their

achievement by frequent and generous draughts on the contents.

AA'hen found the next morning Ryan’s hands anil feet Avere ter-

ribly frozen, necessitating amputation of the former. lie, hoAV-

CA-er recovered and Avas able to do more Avork on the fann than

ordinary men, fastening the implements to the stumps by means
of straps.

John Gilman came next, and took a claim in the south-Avest

quarter of section 35. After building a shanty, he returned to

St. Paul and lived there until 1859. That year he brought his

family, and for seAmral years liAmd on the farm. At the same
time his father, Aloses B. Gilman, lAreempted 160 acres, eighty in

section 31 and eighty in the toAvn of Lakeville. After residing

here about eight years, he returned to the state of X^'eAv York.

J. B. Gilman, brother of Aloses B., took a claim in Lakeville,

Avhere he resided ten years. Then, in 1865, came to Lebanon.

In 1856, J. AY. Reed and John Parquhar, brothers-in-law,

arriA^ed, each pre-empting 160 acres, one of prairie in Rosemount,

on section 30, and the other timber land, in the south-Avest quarter

of section 13, in Lebanon. On the latter piece, they erected

together a one and one-half story frame house, 16x18 feet. A feAv



378 IIISTOUY OF DAKOTA COUKTY

years later, they divided their property, and soon after the

division, Farcpihar sold to Deed, who soon after erected a house

in Koseinount, Farqnhar stopping with him for some time.

During the same year, a person by the name of Armstrong
pre-emptetl KiO acres on the south-east cpiarter of section 13,

though lie never lived on it, and soon after sold to Graham.
i\l. Casey pre-empted a quarter section in 21, and built the regu-

lation claim shanty, where he remained until I860, then re-

moved to another part of the town. This year, B. Verrill made
his appearance in Lebanon, and took a quarter on section 14,

erected his cabin, and there lived about twelve years. George

Verrill, who came in company Avitli B. Verrill, pre-empted the

north-west quarter of section 26, Imt lived with the latter for

a time, then returned to Massachusetts. "William Pool took

one humlred and sixty acres in section 22, luiilt his shanty and

resided on the place until 1862, then purchased the north-west

quarter of section 34. Thomas Scott came to the town the

same year, 1856, pre-empted a quarter in section 35, and built

the usual sized log cabin. G, C. Elliott pre-empted 160 acres in

the same section, and after a time sold out. The farm later be-

came the property of S. Delaney. A man by the name of Akers,

settled on section 25, but died soon after the land was proved,

and the patent secured by his widow. A cabin 12x18 feet,

Avas built, and after living in it a feAV years, Mrs. Akers sold to

E. "W. Felton. Mr. Praver settled on the north-west quarter

of section 33, taking one hundred and sixty acres. After living

for a time in his claim shanty; he remo\md to the place later

OAAUied by L. II. Shave.

Theodore Pish improved the south-east one hundred and sixty

acres of section 15, and completed his log shanty, moved into

it soon after. Here he resided a number of years, then disposed

of the farm.

In 1855, F. C. Carpenter located 160 acres in the east half

of section 29, on Avliich he built a dAvelling and resided until

1860, then removed to Eureka. The same time II. Potter arrived,

locating and improving a farm of one hundred and sixty acres

in the north-east quarter of section 32. After living in this

place some time, he removed to Hastings, subsequently to Ver-

million.

In 1857, J. T. Converse erected a dwelling and for a few years

cultivated the nortli-Avest one hundred and sixty acres of section

32, then disposed of the place and moved away. A settler named

JMcDonald pre-empted and improved 160 acres of land in the

east half of the same section. The next year B. McDermott

settled on the south-east quarter of section 33. II. Proctor who

had previously bought an eighty-acre tract in that section, soon
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after IMeDennott ’s arrival sold it to him. P. Conway settled

on one hundred and sixty acres, taking an eighty in each of

sections 21 and 22. By this time all the arable land in the

township had been secured, the remainder in the north-western

corner of the township, being worthless save for grazing and

the timber.

At a meeting of the county commissioners held at Hastings,

April 6 1858, Union township was created as follows: All of

township 115, range 21, west of the fifth principal meridian,

also all that portion of township 27, range 21, west of the fourth

principal meridian within the county. At a subsecpient meet-

ing of the board, held April 26, the boundaries of Union were

changed and the tOAvn of Lebanon created out of the east three-

fourths of township 115 north, of range 20, west of the fifth

principal meridian.

On May 11, 1858, the citizens met pursuant to notice, at the

house of AY. L. Ilardick, situated on the south-west ciuarter of

section 28, for the purpose of perfecting the organization of the

township, H. J. A^errill was chosen temporary chairman, and H.

Potter, moderator of the meeting, with F. C. Carpenter, clerk.

They tlien proceeded to elect officers for the ensuing year with

the following results: B. Verrill, chairman; B. AI. James and

C. K. Clough, supervisors; P. C. Clark, clerk; C. S. Verrill, treas-

urer
;
H. J. A^errill assessor

;
AA^. Hardick and A. J. Elliott, con-

stables
;
H. Potter and J. AA". Reed, jiistices. The following is

a list of the officers up to 1881

:

1859. B. Verrill, J. Farquhar, J. T. Converse, supervisors;

F., C. Carpenter, clerk; G. AAulson, treasurer; J. AA^. Reed
assessor; T. Nason, constable; H. Potter, D. Haines, justices.

1860. B. AI. James, J. Farquhar, T. Stevenson, supervisors

;

James Thompson, clerk; G. L. AAulson, treasurer; J. T. Converse,

assessor
;
J. AA^. Alorse, A. A. Harker, constables

;
J. AA^. Reed,

H. Potter, justices.

1861. D. Haines, J. Farciuhar, A. R. Lester, supervisors

;

James Thompson, clerk ; G. L. AATlson, treasurer
;

J. AA^. Reed,

assessor; AA^illiam Pool, constable; J. AA^. Reed, justice.

1862. F. C. Carpenter, J. Farquhar, J. T. Converse, super-

visors
;
J. Elliott, clerk

;
A. B. Ives, treasurer

;
J. Gilman, assessor

;

A. A. Harker, P. Finerty, constables
;
H. Potter, A. R. Lester,

justices.

1863. F. C. Carpenter, J. Converse, J. Farquhar, supervisors

;

John Gilman, clerk; C. S. Verrill, treasurer; J. Gilman, assessor;

D. E. Haines, A. A. Harker, constables; H. Potter, A. R. Lester,

justices.

1864. F. C. Carpenter, J. Farquhar, A. B. Ives, supervisors

;

J. Gilman, clerk; E. AV. Felton, treasurer; II. J. Verrill, assessor;
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J. Potter, P. FiiKM-ty, eonstal)les
;
11. Potter, J. Thompson, justices.

]865. F. C. Carpenter, L. Nason, AVilliam Pool, supervisors;

J. Tliompson, clerk; S. Delaney, treasurer; A. B. Ives, assessor;

•1. Potter, P. Finerty, constables; II. Potter, J, Thompson,
justices.

1860. F. C. Carpenter, 'William Pool, L. Nason, supervisors;

Al. II. Sullivan, clerk; E. AA". Felton, treasurer; A, B. Ives, ass-

essor; R. FaiapRiar, J. AA". Alorse, constables; P. T. Shave, AVilliam

Pool, justices.

A special town meeting, April 24, 1866, Avas necessary to

(‘lect town offieei’s, in jRace of those Avho had failed to qualify,

witli the following residt; P. Finerty, AI. Farrell, supervisors;

d. Casey, J. Scott, constables; J. Thompson, J. Ryan, justices.

1867. J. B. (lilman, AI. Farrell, Jr., P. Finerty, supervisors;

AI. II. Sullivan, clerk; E. AV. Felton, treasurer; A. B. Ives, as-

sessor; Henry (dreen, C. AY. Stoddard, constables; E. Dunn, J.

Scott, justices.

1868. J. B. Gilman, S. Parisee, AI. Farrell, Jr., supervisors;

AI. II. Sullivan, clerk; E. AA^. Felton, treasurer; A. B. Ives, as-

sessor; J. Scott, C. AAV Stoddard, constables; J. AA". Ale Quillan,

E. Dunn justices.

1869. E. AA^. Felton, AI. Farrell, J. Thompson, supervisors;

AI. 11. Sullivan, clerk; S. Delaney, treasurer; D. Farrell, assessor;

C. AA'. Stoddard, J. Scott, constables; AI. H. Sullivan, AI. Farrell,

justices.

1870. E. AA". Felton, At. Fari-ell, S. Finerty, supervisors; AI.

11. Sullivan, clerk; S. Delaney, treasurer; AI. Farrell, assessor;

J. Hull, J. B. Gilman, constables; AI. II. Sullivan, AI. Farrell,

justices.

1871. J. B. Gilman, E. Hogan, E. AA^. Felton, supervisors;

E. Lambert, clerk; S. Delaney, treasurer; G. L. AAulson, assessor;

J. B. Gilman, constable
;
AI. H. Sullivan, AI. Farrell, justices.

1872. J. Scott, L. Nason, A. B. Ives, supervisors; AI. II. Sul-

livan, clerk
;
J. B. Gilman, treasurer

;
T. Hogan, assessor

;
J. Hull,

E. Lambert, constables; AI. II. Sullivan and AI. Farrell, justices.

1873. J. Butler, AI. Farrell, J. Kennedy, siipervisors
;

AI. II.

Sullivan, clerk; J. B. Gilman, treasurer; AI. Farrell, assessor; P.

Ryan, constable; AI. II. Sullivan, J. Thompson, justices.

1874. J. Butler, J. Kennedy, AI. Farrell, supervisors; AI. IT.

Sullivan, clerk; T. Hogan, treasurer; AI. Farrell, assessor; J.

Scott, constable
;
AI. II. Sullivan and J. Thompson, justices.

1875. J. L. Butler, J. Kennedy, AI. Farrell, supervisors; AI. H.

Sullivan, clerk; J. B. Gilman, treasurer; AI. Farrell, assessor; F.

Sing, C. AI. Perkins, constables
;
AI. II. Sullivan and J Thompson,

justices.

1876. J. B. Gilman, AI. Farrell, J. Kelly, supervisors; AI. H.
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Sullivan, clerk
;

J. B. Gilman, treasurer
;
J. Kennedy, assessor

;

IM. Farrell, J. Thompson, eonstahles
;

1\I. Farrell, J. Thompson,

justices.

1877. II. Connoley, J. Scott, J. B. Gilman, supervisors; IM.

II. Sullivan, clerk; J. B. Gilman, treasurer; M. Farrell, C. Per-

kins, constaldes; 1\I. II. Sullivan, I\I. Farrell, justices.

1878. II. Connoley, J. B. Gilman, J. Kelly, supervisors; ]M.

Farrell, clerk; J. B. Sullivan, treasurer; J. Kennedy assessor;

II, Conoley. constable; IM. Farrell, J. B. Gilman, justices.

1879. H. Connoley, J. B. Gilman. J. Kelly, supervisors; IM.

Farrell, clerk
;

J. Kelly, treasurer
;
J. Kennedy, assessor : AYm.

Scott, P. Ryan, constables
;
J. B. Gilman, justice.

1880. II. Connoley, J. B. Gilman, J. Kelly, supervisors; M.

Farrell, clerk
;
J. Kelly, treasurer

;
J. Henied, assessor

;
P. Ryan,

constable
;
JM. Farrell, J. B. Gilman, justices.

1881. II. Connoley, Al. Alilvey, J. B. Gilman, supervisors; AI.

Farrell, clerk; J. Kelly, treasurer; T. Hogan, assessor; 11. Con-

noley, P. Dieson, constables ;
AI. bkirrell, J. B. Gilman, justices.

An early school was taught in a small log house on the south-

Avest cpiarter of section 28. During this term, Avhich lasted

three months, the number attending frecpiently reached as high

as thirty-tiAm pupils. In 18.17, lumber AAms procured from Hast-

ings for the purpose of building a house. One-half an acre of

ground Avas purchased in the north-east (piarter of section 32.

Aloney Avas procured and a frame structure 20x28 feet Avas

erected, and did duty until 1865, Avhen it Avas destroyed by fire.

Another school Avas taught in the log house of Henry J.

A^errill, on the south-east quartei’ of section 26. Aliss Con-

A’erse Avas the first teacher, her school lasting three months. In

1859 one-half acre of land Avas donated liy Cliarles A^errill, Inm-

lier Avas l)rought by tlie citizens from X^iuinger. money and Avork

donated l)y the citizens and a house 16x2-1 feet Avas erected.

The first services held in the toAvn Avere conducted in 1857 at

the house of II. Potter in the north-east quarter of section 32, by

Lorenzo BroAvn. The next year ReA's. Elliott and AAAlliams, Free-

Avill Baptists, held services at the residence of B. R. Janies. Pre-

vious and as early as 1855, services had been held at the house of

Dr. Knight in Rosemount. In 1859, a school-liouse Avas used by
all classes. A church Avas built in Rosemount liy the tAvo toAvns

of Rosemount and Lebanon.

December 5, 1862, a meeting of the citizens Avas held to or-

ganize a cemetery association. The folloAving officers Avere el-

ected; J. Farquhar, chairman; J. Thompson, secretary; II. J. A^er-

rill, J. Gilman, II. Ootter, J. Thompson, E. Knight, trustees
;
J.

Gilman, treasurer. The corporate name of Lebanon Cemetery

Association Avas adopted. Tavo acres in the uorth-Avest quarter
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of section 36, were purchased of J. T. Converse, and surveyed

and platted by D. F. Akin in 1863.

The growth of Lebanon has been gradual and perniaueut.

The township has been remarkably tree from the spasmodic and

unnatural semblance of prosperity, which marks the career of

many of our western townships. No Avould-be founder of a great

metropolis has left his finger max'ks in the record of abandoned

plats or villages within its lioundaries. In 1860, the total val-

uation of property Avas $2-1,012; in 1870, $70,475; and in 1880.

$116, 810. The first child born Avas that of i\Ir. Chillicotte, in

1856. The first marriage, G. Elliott to Dora klorse, occurred in

1857.

EolloAving is a list of CiA'il AVar A'eterans credited to the

toAvnshiiA of Lebanon in the adjutant general’s report: James
CoiiAvay, Cyrus Clough, John Casey, AVesley Chase, Alichael Fin-

iiei'ty, James B. Gilman, David Haines, N. B. Haines, AVilliam

Kent, John W. Alorse, AVilliam Potter, Charles AI. Perkins, AA'iH-

iam 11. Smith, Joseph C. Thompson, Alex. AI. Thompson, Francis

Thompson, George L. AA'ilson, Alartin IIoAvard, Janies Parker,

James Scott, Jaxnes Lloyd, A. A. Ives, David E. Haines, AVilliam

11. Hill, John S. Batey, Elijah Lambert, George PoAvers and Rob-

ert Richmond.

HAMPTON TO’WNSHIP.

Hampton toAvnship receives its name from Hampton. Conn.,

Avhence came Nathaniel AlaiJin, an early settler.

The surface of the tOAvnship is rolling, the soil dark loam,

with clay sxdi-soil, heawy, fertile, and produces large crops of

grain. The soil of tlie southern portion being of a sandy loam,

produces the larger amount of corn raised in the tOAvn. GroAms

dotting the surface here and there furnish sufficient fuel to supply

the toAvnship, for many years to come. No streams cut the sur-

face, but by digging a considerable depth, frecpiently one hund-

r(*d and tAventy-hve feet, excellent Avater is obtained. In many
instances this is raised for stock by means of Avind mills.

The first claim in the tOAvnship Avas made by John AI. Bell,

September 2, 1854, on sections 4 and 5. Here he erected AAdiat

Avas knoAvn as the “Sod Tavern.” 'fins Avas built by placing

crotches at the corners. On these crotches Avere laid timbers for

])lates, then split timbers Avere placed, one end on the ground the

other on the plates, and covered Avith sod. The roof Avas com-

posed of Inmsh, sod and Avild hay. In January, 1855, Air. Bell

l)rocxxred from Hudson, AA"is., sufficient lumber to lay a floor.

In the spring of 1855 the sod house Avas replaced by a log cabin

19x25 feet. After residing on his claim tAvelve years. Air. Bell

removed to Hastings.
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During the winter of 1854-5, Joseph, a son of John M. Bell,

began improvement on one hundred and sixty acres in section

23. He had made about one thousand, five hundred rails and

heAved a lot of logs preparatory to building a log cabin. As he

Avould not he of age until April 20, 1855, he Avas unable to make
any record of his claim. In March, 1855, a number of Germans
began settling in the neighborhood. One of them named Denn,

seeing young Bell’s imiArovements, concluded to benefit by them,

and accordingly took the claim using the logs Avhich Bell had cut.

About the first of April, Bell discovered that his claim had been

jumped, and proceeded to investigate. Getting his father and

six neighbors to accompany him, they proceeded in a body to the

place. A lAart of the company Avere provided Avith fire arms.

Upon their arrival at their destination, they found about fifteen

Germans armed Avith shot-guns, clubs and revolvers, and one old

Avoman Avith a scythe. Finding the Americans could not be

frightened by their appearance, the garrison accommodatingly

AvithdreAV to a safe distance and alloAved the attacking party to

tear doAvn the house and pick out the logs cut by young Bell, pile

them Avith the rails and set fire to tliem. The old Avoman, more

pugnacious than the rest, approached seA'eral times to use her

scythe upon the legs of the assailants. At one time the blade Avas

in proximity, too close for comfort, to the legs of a person by the

name of Dorson, Avho leA'eled his rifle upon her, saying: “If

you don’t behave yourself. I’ll shoot you to the ground.” Tliink-

ing he Avould carry his threat into execution, the Avonian Avith-

dreAV, the “destroying angels’’ completed their Avork and retired

in good order, neither party firing a shot.

In 1854, Stephen D. Bell, brother of J. M. Bell, Avas making

a tour through this region in search of a place for a home, and

pleased Avith the appearance of the land, early the folloAving

spring brought his family from OttaAva, 111., and took a claim

of 160 acres, on section 8.

In March, 1855, three brothers. Conrad, Peter and Nicbolas

Doffing, John J. Fox and Joseph Stumpf, Germans, came together

and made claims in the toAvnship, N^icholas Kranz coming soon

after. These men, Avho liaA'e resided here since, accpiired con-

siderable reputation as the “champion nullifiers,” of the first

dog laAv passed by the state legislature. This hiAv, imposing a

tax of one dollar upon each dog OAvned in the state, met Avith

emphatic disapproval by these pioneers, only a feAV of Avhom

paid the tax. At a tOAAui meeting subsecpient to the approval

of the act, a resolution Avas passed, to the effect that all aaJio

paid the dog tax should have one dollar deducted from their

poll tax. The OA^erseers of the higliAvays Avere instructed and
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made these allowances, this effectually setting the, to them,

ohjioxions tax aside.

Charles Kranz, son of Nicholas Kranz, opened a hlaeksmith

sho]) in ISoT, and conducted it for about four years. About
the same time John P. Trier opened, and for two years operated,

a shop near the Catholic church, then closed out and went to

Hastiugs.

Jeremiah Filbrich took a claim on section 4, and in October,

1854, had five acres broken. After living on his claim for a

time, i\lr. Filbrich Avent South and died there. Phillip Bassett,

from Cottage Grove, ’Washington county, took a claim on section

3. lie Avent to California later. AVilliam KnoAvlton arrived from

^Michigan in IMarch, 1855. Gilbert i\IcKay, one of the organizers

of the tOAvnshii), visited this place in 1854, anti in the spring of

1855 lirought his family from Prescott, AYis. He continued to

make his home on his farm in section 4. In 1855, James Archer

came from Hudson, AVis., located on section 4, and in 1856 built

th(> first hot(d in the tOAvn. This Avas a large tAvo-story house, at

that time second to none in the county, and in the second story

there Avas a large ball.

Stephen Hicks came to the territory in June, 1854, and first

settled in Goodhue county, three-fourths of a mile from the site

of Cannon Falls. There he built a house by setting up four

crotches, covering them Avith sticks and brush, and buildiiig a

stack of hay on three sides. In this structure he liAunl until his

log hotel, 12x18 feet in size, Avas completed the following fall.

TraA’el soon increased so much that it Avas necessary to enlarge,

and file capacity of the building Avas doubled. In July, 1855,

lie made a claim of ItiO acres in Hampton, and Melissa Simons

took the north half of the northeast quarter of section 3, toAvnshqi

112, range 18, and eighty acres in Hampton toAAUiship. On the

eighty acres in toAvn.ship 112, Air. Hicks erected Avhat Avas knoAAui

as the “Cave,” a small log house covered Avith sod. Air. Hicks

and Alelissa Simons Avere married in this “Cave” and lived in it

until 1857, Avhen he built a larger and better house, residing

in it until 1860, then remoAung to Hastings.

This tOAvnship Avas created at a regular session of the board

of county commissioners, held April 6, 1858. As originally cre-

ated, it contained all of tOAvnship 113, range 18, and all of toAAui-

ship 112, range 18, l)ut at a subsequent meeting of the board, held

September 18 folloAving, toAvnship 112 Avas set apart, organized

under the name of Pichmond, and is noAV knoAvn as Kandolph.

The name, Holden, Avas first considered, but after some discussion

Avas rejected. After considerable dispute over the names, Holden

and Belleville, Bell being the name of the fir.st settler of the

tOAvnship, and by some preferred, the tOAvn Avas styled Hampton,
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after a place of that name in Connecticut. This appellation Avas

suggested by Nathaniel Martin in honor of his birthplace.

At the annual election, held May 11, 1858, the officers elected

were Gilbert McKay, chairman; John M. Bell, M. Lies, super-

visors; Jonathan S. Hazleton, clerk; Isaac N. Holden, A. Can-

field, justices of the peace. FolloAving are some of the early

officers : Porter Martin
;
Phineas HayAvard, 1862

;
Martin Poor,

1863-61; J. H. AYhitford, 1865-66; Joseph Stumpf, 1867; James

BroAAmell, 1868; J. H. AA^hitford, 1869; Eugene Thein, 1870-71;

AAfilliam Smith, 1872-73; Phillip Doffing, 1871; M. II. Day, 1875:

J. H. AA'liitford, 1876; Gilbert AlcKay, 1877; M. Alolitor, 1878;

D. AV. Bartlett, 1879; John Kaufmann, 1880; Jacob Horn, 1881.

Clerks : Gilbert McKay, 1862
;
N. P. AV. Kranz, 1863-61-65-66-67

;

Francis Gores, 1868-69-70-71-72-73; G. II. Brooks, 1871; John Alan-

ger, 1875; J. H. Brooks, 1876-77-78-79-80; Nicholas Becker, 1881.

In 1860, only six years after the first settlement in the town-

ship, the population of Hampton Avas 180
;
the total assessed

valuation of property Avas $51,251. The census of 1870 showed

the population to be 1,095 and the total valuation of property

$226,101. In 1880, the Amluation of property Avas $322,718, Avhile

the population, oAving to the immense AvestAvard emigration, Avas

less than in 1870, being but 805.

At a special toAvn meeting, held December 31, 1863, at a

sehoolhouse, it Avas unanimously voted to IcA^y a tax of $1,700, to

pay a bounty of $110 to each person Avho Avould enlist and Avas

accepted to fill the quota of the toAAm. At a subsequent meeting,

held at the house of the chairman of the board of supervisors,

AI. Poor, it Avas voted to issue bonds, payable April 1, 1865, and

bearing ten per cent interest, to raise an amount sufficient to

pay to each of eighteen Amlunteers, required to fill the quota

of the toAvn, the sum of $150 bounty. The total amount of bonds

issued by the toAvn for bounties to keep the quota filled was

$17,000. This AAms entirely paid off before the expiration of

three years.

FolloAving is a list of the Civil AVar soldiers credited to the

toAvnship of Hampton in the adjutant-general ’s report : Eli Bal-

lard, Elias Ballard, Jacob Buchman, Gottfried Beissel, Volney E.

Barton, J. M. Darling, Jacob Danlinger, Anthony Fuecker, Fran-

cis AA^. Geiger, Peter Goergen, E. N. Holden, H. Haminon, E. Haks,

Nicholas Haas, Joseph Heil, Michael Haas, John Frothum, George

L. Jemesson, Nicholas Hasel, Jasper V. Martin, Henry Nymeier,

Ira Putnam, Fred Eaymond, Charles Sherd, AA^alter Clift, Oliver

AA’^aite, AA^illiam H. HoAvard, Anthony Pelta, Enoch Cragan,

Charles Mullen, Joseph Eadeliffe, Peter Bock, James P. Loyle,

Puther Cunningham, John C. Ellis, Louis Scott, Fred A. Stier,

Jasper AV. Alartin, EdAvard H. Drure, AA'illiam T. Smith, George
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Bell, Thomas Casiek, Seth AV. Eastman, William Twilaysou,

AleCarg-er, Anton Swanson, Gorvis AVing, Cyrus C. Akl-

ricJi, A. B. Hall, Theodore Snyder, Duncan Alurray, William Al.

Stanehlield, Christian Dolgner, George Palmer, Jack Burger,

Atwood AValker, Charles Ilofer, John Dickmau, L. G. llichard-

son, Oscar Peinaid, William Smith, John Sidebottom, Lewis
Chounard, Abram lialiet, Stephen Bell, Nicholas Becker, James
B. Jones, William Turner, Sheldon Wright, Felix Battles, Will-

iam Guinn, Samuel J. Gilford, Francis Smith, Henry Coleman,

John Coox)er, John Lavercrombe, Sylvester Falhnan, Alonzo Har-

ohl, Daniel Smith, Henry Grimer, Daniel B. Borden, John Clemet-

son, John Al. Hanson, Felix Pereut, Henry Haggard, T. T. Van
Wart, Price B. Harding, Cyrus B. Harding, AA^illiam Richardson,

Nathan Emerson, Lewis Kil)aken, Abel Gibson, Charles AVells,

Horatio Jose, Robert Duff, Peter Stearns, Thomas Cain, John 11.

Feiiuis and Oliver Greeutield.

The northwestern portion of the township, l)eing more thickly

settled than the rest, the citizens raised $100 by subscription,

and erected the first schoolhouse in Hampton, in 1856, in the fall.

The following winter. Alary Landers taught school, her salary

being paid l)y subscription. A district was soon afterward

organized, ami the house purchased by paying the amount sub-

scribed. In 1864, the district sold this building to AATlliam

Smith, and built a new one, which, in January, 1867, was
destroyed by fire. The district was tlieii divided, a i»ortion being

set off, and formed a part of a new district. The same year

a schoolhouse was Iniilt on the northwest (piarter of section 4.

The second school taugld in the town was conducted in the

winter of 1856-57 by N. F. AA". Krauz, in an open log shanty,

without fioor, chair or bench, the teacher and pupils either stand-

ing up or sitting on the bare ground at their convenience. The

district now comprises the school of the village.

Ju the summer of 1857 a schoolhouse, 16x20 feet, was built on

the southwest quarter of section 15, and the winter following N. F.

W. Kranz taught a three-months’ term of school. Until 1870,

the terms Avere of but three months’ duration each year. During

the summer of ’70, a German school of twenty-five scholars was

taught by Alichael Linden. During the summer of 1871, Avhile

the school Avas in session, a l)olt of lightning struck the building,

tearing aAvay an entire side, and passing between tAvo girls, set-

ting fire to the clothing of each. The fire Avas quenched, without

injury to the children, by the prompt use of a pail of water. A
little girl aaJio sat directly in the course of the bolt was called

upon the fioor by the teacher just before the stroke. In the sum-

mer of 1872, the district built a larger house, costing, Avith furni-

ture, $690.
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Another early school Avas conducted in a house knoAvn as the

AVorden place, l)y Sarah Hawkins. In the spring of 1862, at a

cost of $100, several citizens built a small house on section 19,

and during the summer Jennie Cull)ertson taught for a term of

live months, her salary being paid by subscription. In 1865, the

district Avas created, the building purchased and removed to the

nortliAvest quarter of section 29. Here it did duty until replaced

in 1876.

The tirst religious services held in the toAVU Avere at the

house of Eugene Thein, on section 12, in the fall of 1855. Father

George Keller, a Catholic priest, Avho had conducted this initial

Avorship, the folloAving summer organized a parish and built

the hrst church in Hampton tOAvnship. This Avas a small log-

affair, Avhich Avas afterAvards used as a parsonage, until

destroyed by lire. In 1856, a Jesuit missionary visited the people

and labored among them for a time. He erected the missionary

cross, Avhich still stands near the cluirch, on November 8, 1856.

The church, knoAvn as St. Mary's, Avas under charge of Father

Keller until August, 1861, Avheu Father Kaeder took charge.

August, 1862, Father Pius Bayer came as assistant in this capac-

ity, serving mitil 1863,- Avhen he took the entire charge of the

parish. In the spring of 1872, he Avas attacked by small-pox and

died May 13. During the administration of Father Bayer the

tine stone church Avas erected, the corner-stone being laid l)y him

IMay 5, 1864. It Avas dedicated Febi-uary 28, 1866. After the

decease of the pastor the church Avas Ausited once a month by

Father Thomas Scheren, of St. Paul, until October, 1872, AAdien he

Avas succeeded by Father iMagnus IMayer, Avho, during his pastor-

ship, founded the school and convent of St. Mary’s church,

March 11, 1878. He AAms succeeded by Father Gregory Koering.

The German Evangelical church is situated in section 23. The

first sermon of this order Avas delivered in the fall of 1857, in a

small log residence on section 23. The society Avas organized

in 1859, Avith Kev. August Fluelster as pastor, and in 1860 built

a small church. In 1875 their present structui-e Avas erected, and

dedicated Jidy 4, by Rev. E. H. Bobanman delivering the sermon.

The first Engli.sh sermon preached in the tOAvn Avas delivered

by Rca'. Charles S. LeDue, then pastor of the Presbyterian

church of Hastings, in the summer of 1856, in the first little

sehoolhouse built in the toAvn. Prom time to time religious

services Avere held as a minister could be secured. In 1859

Anthony Armstrong, a Methodist clergyman, visited the town, and

on July 3 a Methodist class was formed, and assigned to Avhat

Avas then called the Lakeville circuit, afterAvards changed to

Castle Rock circuit. Meetings Avere held in a sehoolhouse until

it was destroyed by fire in 1867. James Archer then offered the
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use of liis hall, which was accepted and occupied until the next

year, when they began holding meetings in another sehoolhouse.

The German Baptist church, situated in the southwestern part

of tOAvn, on section 31, Avas organized in 1876. Occasional preach-

ing occurred as early as 1860. The Bev. Grusueh preached that

year, in the house of August Otte, Sr., and continued at irregular

times for tiAm years. In 1876, the society organized and built a

church AA’liich Avas dedicated June 21. The first regidar pastor AAms

KeA^ J. Muller.

St. iMary’s Catholic cemetery is situated near the church to

which it belongs. The first person buried here Avas Nicholas

Riplinger, Jr., A\’ho died February 17th, 1857.

The EAmngelical Association cemetery is situated by the church

Avhose name it bears. The first person buried here AAms Mrs.

Mary Ista, some time in 1860.

Hampton cemetery AAms first situated on section 9, the first

grave being that of Stephen D. and Amelia Bell. In 1876 the

yard Avas removed to section 4.

The German Baptist cemetery is located on section 20, on land

OAvned by the Otte brothers. August Otte, aaJio died in 1857,

Avas tlie first person buried here.

November 30, 1878, Joseph Geipher, a farmer living on the

soutliAvest quarter of section 20, Avas crushed to death Avhile

sinking a large stone. As he Avas excaA'ating under the rock, the

ground caA'ed, and the stone falling upon him, killed him instantly.

A laborer named kl. Duffing Avas injured the same Avay in 1880,

and died a fcAv days afterAvard from the effects of his Avounds.

Early in August, 1855, Philetus DaAvson, Avhile taking a gun

from a Avagon, accidentally discharged it, the charge entering

his leg just above the knee. A feAV days aftemvard mortification

set in and after intense sulfering he died, Augmst 23, his being the

first death in the toAvn. On the same day an unnamed infant of

Stephen D. and Amelia Bell, died.

The first marriage in the township Avas that of John Kranz

and kliss Al>bie Stumpf, celebrated in the Catholic church at Ncav

Trier, in November, 1857, by Father George Keller. The first

birth Avas that of L. Holden, born August 11, 1855.

In a letter to Hon. F. i\I. Crosby, Peter Martin Avrites as fol-

loAvs : “AVhen the jAeople in the Aueinity that is noAV the toAAm-

ship of Hampton Avere asking for a postoffice the question came

up as to the name of the neAv office. My father being present

suggested that they should call it after his home tOAvn, Hampton,

AYindom county, Conn., and the office was so called. AVhen the

tOAvn was organized it AA^as called after this first postoffice. Aly

father’s name Avas Nathaniel Martin.”

Hampton village has a population of about 250. It is located
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on the C. G. AY. Railway, thirteen miles southwest of Hastings, and

has a haiik, two hotels, two grain elevators and a Catholic church.

Excellent telephone, telegraph, express and mail service adds to

the attractiveness of life in the village. Among the industries

are: General stores—John Deltield; Nicholas P. Gores. Hard-

ware—Robert 0. Clark (postmaster). Hotels—Collonade (Mrs.

Henry Meyer)
;
Hampton (A. L. Lindenfelser). Furniture—

•

C. M. Daleiden. Elevators—Hampton Farmers’ Co-operative Ele-

vator Co. (John J. Giefer, mgr.)
;
Rex Elevator Co. (Thomas M.

Henderson, agt. ). Insurance—J. H. Gosnell
;
Hampton Township

Mutual Fire Insurance Co. (II. G. Schaffer, secy). Barbei’

—

Charles Jecke. Blacksmiths—Adolph C. Turck; J. A. Linden-

felser. Meats—Bern Maurer. Harnesses—Yliehael Aluhlen-

meister. The State Bank has a capital of $10,000. J. G. Schmidt

is president and A. Alullerleile is cashier.

Early in 1855 a stage route was established from Hastings

to Faribault, passing through Hampton in a south-western direc-

tion. Alails were carried over this route daily. Early in 1856

a postoffice named Hampton was established at the house of

James Archer, who was appointed postmaster, and he held the

position about eight years, receiving a daily mail from Hastings.

In June, 1856, C. B. Lowell surveyed and platted a village

to be called Hampton, on land owned by James Archer and

Abram Camfield. This plat was recorded June 22.

New Trier is a postoffice twelve miles southwest of Hastings

and four miles east of Hampton. It receives a daily mail. Nicho-

las Gores, C. E. Pein and AA^illiam L. Resemins keep general

stores; P. Lenartz conducts a cobbling shop, aiid there is one

saloon.

This village is situated in the northeastern part of the town-

ship, and has a population of about 120. Father Keller gave it

the name in honor of a small city in Germany. The first building

put up in the town Avas the log church in 1856. The next build-

ing Avas a board shanty built in 1863 by Mathias Hul)li. In 1865

Peter Mies built the first hotel, called the Ncav Trier house. This

AAms sold in 1867 to John Simmer. In this Avas kept the first

grocery in the place.

The village Avas incorporated March 3, 1874, and the first

officers Avere Francis Gores, president; Joseph Deiring, clerk;

AndreAv AA'eisen, Peter Redlinger, Charles Hostert, timstees. The

present officers are Francis Gores, president; John Delfelt, clerk;

John Simmer, AndreAv AA^eisen, Peter Redlinger, trustees.

The village occupying about seAmnty-five acres of land, origi-

nally OAAmed by John, Anna, Bernard Jacob Goergan, IMargaret

and Charles Lorenz, Catherine and Marcus Lies, Nicholas and



390 HISTORY or DAKOTA COUNTY

Susan Lies ami .Jaeol) Dcuer, was surveyed and platted by C. B.

Imwell in February, 1874-, and the plat recorded March 16.

An addition, called Goi-es' addition, consisting- of four l)loeks,

ranging east and west, was surveyed and platted the same

year. I'he two western blocks Avere vacated before the plat Avas

filed, but the Iavo eastern ones Avere recorded June 10.

In Jvdy, 1867, a postoffice Avas established at NeAV Trier, Avith

Nicholas ScliAvartz as postmaster. AVeekly mails Avere receUed

from Hastings and semi-Aveekly from Northtield. John Aloes Avas

postmaster foi- many years.

INVER GROVE TOWNSHIP.

Inver drove toAvnship received its name from hwer GroA^e.

Ireland, from Avhence came John Groarty, an early settler. Air.

AlcGroarty Avas a i>eddler of li-ish linen before coming to Alinne-

sola, traA'eling on foot through Ncav England, carrying his Avares

in a pack on his back.

This toAvn, as originally formed by the board of county com-

missionei‘s at a meeting held at Hastings, April 6, 1858, embraced

all of toAvnship 27, noi'th, of i-ange 22, Avest of the fourtli principal

meridian. At a meeting held April 29, 1858, the Avest half of

toAvnship 115, north, of range 18, Avest, Avas tletached from the

toAvn of Nininger and attached to Inver Grove. The boundaries

remained unchanged until February, 1871, AAdien by special act of

legislatuj-e, the portion taken from Nininger Avas made a part of

Rosemount, leaAung flie tOAvn of Im-er GroAm Avith lioundaries

as originally established.

It is situat<‘d in the northern part of Dakota county, and is

bounded, on the north by the toAvn of AYest St. Paul and the city

of South St. Paid, on the east by the Alississipiii riAU-r and the

city of South St. Paul, on the south by the toAvn of liosemont,

and on the Avest by the toAvn of Eagan. The surface of luAmr

Grove is rough, and broken. No bottom lands appear along the

riAo?r, excepting in the northeast, and a small tract on the east

above Pine Bend. The latter tract is marshy, Avith a fringe

of timber along the river, consisting of elm, ash, and soft maple.

River lake, located on the bottom land in sections 23 and 26.

covers about 160 aci'cs, and is a shalloAV, marshy lake. Several

small lakes appear in different jiarts of the tOAvn, none of them

Avith A'isible inlets or outlets. The largest of these, Fish lake,

in sections 17 and 20, is a long, narroAV lake, Avith gravelly

shores and bottom. It is surrounded by high knolls. Its greatest

depth is OA-er sixty feet, and its Avaters Avere once Avell stocked

Avith fish of large size
;
only the smaller varieties are uoav found.

On section 3 is a small prairie. The soil is sandy, and produces
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good crops of corn. Plymouth prairie extends into the southern

part of the town to secdion 20. It forms a heautiful and fertile

A'alley. This soil is a mixture of clay, with sand enough to make

it easily Avorked and productiA'e. The remainder of the tOAAUi

is rough and has gravelly knolls. A groAvth of brush and small

trees coAmred this portion of the toAvn Avhen first settled. Occa-

sionally, trees of larger groAvth appeared. AYlieat Avas formerly

the principal crop raised, and is still produced in large cpiantities.

Of late years, OAving to the proximity of St. Paul, many liaA'e

engaged in market gardening, Avhich has proA'ed profitable.

This toAAUi Avas settled in its different portions at al)out the

same tune. The American element settletl along the river, the

Germans in the northern part, the Irish and French in the

Avestern.

William Finch made a claim on sections 2 and 3 in the

summer of 1852, hut did not moAm in iintil later. lie occupied

the claim until 1858, Avhen he sold and remoAmd to Kansas. The

land Avas later bought by S. E. Goodrich. Lafayette Finch, his

sou, made a claim joining his father’s on the south, hut not being

of age he could not hold it. Harris Thompson, hoAvever, paid

him something for it in 1853, and shortly after he inoA^ed to it

Avas droAvned in a slough near his home. A man named Bitley

made a claim on tlie southern part of sections 2 and 3, Avhich he

subsequently sold to Elias Cope, and moved farther south, Avhere

he married a Mrs. Tucker and pre-empted the claim she had made
on section 11. Rca^ John Benson came in the summer of 1852

and located on sections 10 and 11. FKe years later, he sold to

toAAUi site speculators, and remoAmd to Red AA'ing. Sulisequently,

he returned and bought laud on section 9. During his sojourn

he preached to his Jieighbors occasionally. After making his

claim, he returned for his family, and on his return found his

claim in the possession of John Greer. lie Avas induced to AUicate

and made a claim about one mile farther south. Air. Greer

was, undoubtedly, the first actual settler in the toAvn. The claim

of Air. Benson became the property of Dr. Percival Barton, avIio

came into the toAvn in 1851 and took up his residence there per-

manently. Late in the summer of 1852 David Cope arriAmd and
bought out a claimant adjoining Air. Benson on the soiith. About
one and one-half years later he sold to Parker Paine, of St. Paul,

Avho pre-empted it and afterAvards sold to toAvn site speculators.

The next claim south Avas taken by AndrcAV Cook in the fall of

1852, aaIao kept it until 1857, then sold to specidators and removed
to AYaseca county, AAdiere he Avas killed by accident, his horses

running aAvay.

Those Avho settled in the Avestern paid of the toAAm in 1852

Avere John AIcGroarty and brother, EdAvard Aleloy, Dennis Fee,
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Jerry McCarthy and Fred Eohrick. Several Preuchmeu squatted

on lands in this part of the town, but did not remain long. John
McGroarty made his claim on section 29, in August, and moved
out his family the following spring. Ilis brother, AVilliam, who
accompanied him, did not make a claim, but returned to St. Paul.

Edward Meloy made his claim in the southeast quarter of section

29, held it a short time, then sold it to a Mr. Parker, avIio never

located, and it Avas “jumped” by John Eagan in the spx-ing of

1854. He lived on the land until his death. Jerry McCarthy
located in the south part of section 6. Fred Eohrick made his

claim in section G of IiiA^er Grove and section 1 of Eagan. In

the spring of 1855 he sold out and settled near New Trier. The

claim of Dennis Pee also lay in both toAAms, one eighty l.ying

in section 7 and the other in section 32, Eagan.

Of the French settlei-s, Mr. LeClair made his claim on section

18. He Avas a Idacksmith, and started a shop on his fann in

1854. The next year he sold the stock to AlatheAv Cuchret, avIio

opened a sliop on his land on section 19, and operated it until

about three years ago. Benjamin Le Bret located on sections 7

and 18, held claim a short time, then sold out. Jean Le Bret

made his claim in the spring of 1853, and sold to Paul Duleon in

the spring of 1856. Mr. Duleon opened a small store Avhich he

kept for a feAv years and disposed of the stock. Air. Le Bret liA^es

north of Gt. Paul. EdAvard Le Bret located in 1853, on section

20, and shortly after sold to Thomas Corrigan.

Others of 1853, AA^ere AVilliam Korfhage, a Air. Huttelmeyer,

the tAvo Schaffers, Carl Bester, John Schrader, Air. Davis, Patrick

Leeman, Patrick Grace, Alichael Barrett, and James AIcNelis.

Korfhage came from St. Paul, in the spring and made his

claim on section 4, and moved out in the fall. He lived there until

his death, Avhich took place January 4, 1877, and Avas buried in

the cemetery belonging to the German Alethodists in AA^est St.

Paul. His sou, AYilliam, still occupies the homestead. Some
of it has been sold and additions have been made, the farm noAv

containing 112 acres. The same spring. Air. Huttelmeyer made
claim of the north central part of section 6, AAdiich he held about

a year, then sold to John Busch, Avho, Avitli his son, still lives on

it. The tAvo Schaffers Avere no relation to each other. One of

them made a claim on section 6, Avhich he kept until 1856, then

sold to Jacob Schindeldecker. Schaffer removed to the southern

part of the county. The other Schaffer made a claim on section

5, Avhich he turned OAmr to his son a feAv years later, aaJio sold

to E. Schindeldecker. Carl Bester came Avith Korfhage and set-

tled on his claim the folloAving fall, on the soutliAvest quarter of

section 4.

John Sehi-ader, located on section 4, remained about two
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years, disposed of his claim to William Korfhage, aud moved to

Michigan. In the sxndng a i\Ir. Davis, with the assistance of

Edward Patton, made two claims, on sections 32 and 33. He
held them long enough to prove up, raised some money on them,

and Avent to California. The land afterwards came into the pos-

session of Mr. AA^illough1)y, who sent Josiah BurAvell doAvn from

St. Paul to build him a log house. This house Avas located on the

west side of the St. Paul and Cannon Falls road, near tlie section

line betAveen 32 and 33. It Avas about 18x30 feet, and tAvo stories

high, and here started Avhat afteiuvards lAecame the noted AVil-

loughby’s hotel. Willoughby had a livery stable in St.

Paul, and hired BurAvell to run the hotel. He put up a large

frame building, occupied it himself, and for a number of years

carried on a lucrative hotel business. He sold out to L. C. Me-

Knight.

Patrick Lennon made his claim in the spring on section 19,

and after living on it a fcAV years, sold to J. Klenmde. About

the same time, Patrick Grace located on section 30, and in the

fall moA’ed out his parents, and made his home Avith them during

the Avinter. He Avas a mason and Avorked at his trade in St. Paul

for about tAvo years, then settled permanently on his place.

Michael Barrett located the claim on section 32, and held it a

feAv years. After selling, he moved to McLeod county. James
McNelis came in May of the same year, and made his claim on

the nortliAvest quarter of section 33. Geo. McNelis made a claim

on section 28 in the spring of 1853. The old gentleman died in

March, 1880, and Avas buried in the Catholic cemetery near by.

A Mr. LoclvAvood also came in the spring of 1853, and claimed

tAvo eighty acre tracts, one in section 32, the other in 33, making
his claim one mile in length on the toAAUi line. He held it but a

short time, then sold to Jacob AVhittemore. James Mehan came
in May, 1853, and located on the southern part of section 28. He
occupied it until his death in 1862. During 1851 the toAvn be-

came Avell settled. Among those Avho came that year Ave find the

names of: Henry Gruschus, John Jagoe, Michael Lynch, Patrick

Brennan, AVilliam Pfanstel, John If. Bolting, L. Alarcott. LaAV-

rence O’Neill, Isaac Gibbs and Horace Dresser. J. D. Smith

came in the fall of 1851 and located on section 22, Avhere he lived

until he Avas killed near Kaposia, Avhile on his Avay home from

St. Paul, many years ago. Smith jumped the claim on one Scott,

Avho hatl placed him in charge and hired him to l)nild a house.

AVhen Scott came out Avith his family the folloAving spring. Smith

refused to giA'e him lAossession of the claim and Scott Avas obliged

to seek another location. Smith Avas supposed to have been

killed by a hired man Avith AAdiom he had had trouble in settling

;
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but as no substantial proof Avas attainable, the man Avas alloAved

to go free.

The lirst meeting for the election of officers and organization

of this toAvn aauis held May 11, 1858, at the house of Josiah Bur-

AAudl, located on land AAdiich Avas purchased later by Anthony
i\lcNelis, in section 29, on the Avest side of the St. Paul and Can-

non Falls road. This house AAms part frame and part log, con-

taining tAA’O rooms. Albert AYebster AAms chosen moderator, and
AV. B. Terry, clerk. The officers elected for the ensuing year

AAM're ; J. BurAAmll, George Bohrer, Patrick McKenny, superAusors

;

Thomas \ATilsh, clerk; Felix Dolan, assessor; John Polling, col-

lector; AVilliam Senescal, justice of the peace; Reulien Freeman,

Mieliael Aloore, constables; John AleGroarty, T. AI. Finch, Patrick

Brennan, K. Foster, E. BroAA-n, LaAA'rence O’Neill, road overseers.

At a meeting of the board held July 31, 1858, R. Schindeldecker

Avas added to the list of road overseers. FolloAving is a list of

the early supervisors for the ensuing years

:

1859

—

II. G. 0. Alorrison, George Bohrer, Patrick Brennan;

Thomas AValsh, clerk. On account of the resignation of Air. Alor-

rison, the board at a meeting held Dec. 31 elected Robert Poster

for the remainder of the time.

1860

—

J. D. Smith, George Bohrer, Patrick Brennan; Thomas
AValsh, clerk.

1861

—

J. D. Smith, George Bohrer, Alichael Alurnane
;
Thomas

AValsh, (derk. Air. Alurnane failing to qualify, Patrick Brennan

Avas chosen by the board to fill his place.

1862

—

J. I). Smith, John Rolling, Charles AIcGroarty
;
W. H.

Jarvis, clerk.

1863—

64—J. D. Smith, John Rolling, John Eagan; Thomas

AA’alsh, clerk.

1865

—

James Corrigan, John Lemke, Patrick Furlong; Thomas

AATilsh, clerk.

1866

—

James Corrigan, Reuben Freeman, Charles AIcGroarty;

Thomas AValsh., clerk.

1867

—

J. D. Smith, Charles AIcGroarty, Patrick Brennan

;

Thomas AA'alsh, clerk.

1868

—

J. D. Smith, Patrick Brennan, John Rolling; Thomas

AA'alsh, clerk.

1869

—

AI. II. Hanson, Jacob AA^hittemore, John Rolling;

Thomas AA^alsh, clerk.

1870

—

AI. II. Hanson, Jacob AA^hittemore, George Bohrer;

Thomas AAMlsli, clerk.

1871-

72—AI. IT. Hanson, George Bohrer, James AIcNelis;

Thomas AA'^alsh, clerk. In the year 1872 Air. AA^alsh died and

Reuben Freeman Avas appointed to fill the unexpired term.



HISTOEY OF DAKOTA COUXTY 395

1873—John D. Smith, George Bohrer, James iMcNelis; Eeiiben

Freeman, clerk.

187J-75—James Corrigan, George Bohrer, James McNelis;

Eeuben Freeman, clerk, 1871; P. J. Brennan, clerk, 1875.

1876

—

Michael Lynch, George Bohrer, Jolm iMalier; P. J. Bren-

nan, clerk.

1877

—

Percival Barton, John i\Iaher, Fred Ohman
;
John Busch,

Jr., clerk.

1878

—

Percival Barton, Fred Ohman, Patrick Brennan; John

Busch, clerk.

1879

—

Percival Barton, Fred Ohman, George Bohrer; John

Busch, Jr., clerk.

1880

—

Percival Barton, George Bohrer, Patrick Brennan; John

Busch, Jr., clerk. On account of the removal from town, Mr.

Bohrer resigned, and at a meeting of the Imard held Octol)er 10,

1880, his son, F. AV. Bolirer, was appointed to till the unexpired

term.

1881

—

John Alalier, Patrick Brennan, F. AY. Bohrer; John

Busch, Jr., clerk. Thomas Eagan, assessor; Alathew Kreeh, treas-

urer; James Friel, .justice; James AA'elsh, F. AV. Bohrer, con-

stables. A town liall was luiilt during the summer of 1878, on

the Avest side of tlie road, in the soutlnvest quarter of section 16,

the land being donated l)y Patrick Brennan.

The first school taught Avitliin the present limits of the town,

Avas held in the Avinter of 1851-5 in the house of William Bissell,

near the river, in section 35. Aliss Eosetta Harris Avas the teacher.

The house Avas a log stnicture, anti Avas occupied by tlie family

at the same time. The teacher boarded at the house of Horace

Dresser. The number of pupils Avas less than a dozen, and no

school Avas held the folloAving year.

In the summer of 1856, a school Avas taught in a shop on Air.

Bissell’s land. The folloAving year, the Alethodist society built

a church in the Aullage of Pine Bend, Avhich Avas also used for a

school-house. The church Avas sold to the district in 1868. and

moved into the toAvn of Eosemount, aboid one-cpiarter of a mile

south of the tOAvn line, and located on section 18. The first

school-house built in the tOAvn Avas located on the river road,

in section 2, and Avas a frame building, erected at a cost

of $300. AA'ork on the Ijuilding Avas commenced in the fall

of 1854, and this AAms one of the first school-houses in the

county. At that time it belonged to district number 1. The first

school Avas taught in the summer of 1855, Avith about tAventy

scholars in attendance. This building Avas used until April, 1872

;

Avhen it Avas destroyed by fire. Insurance amounted to $200, and

this money Avas used for the erection of a iieAv building, Avhieh
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was located on land owned by James Manning, about one mile

south of the old site.

Another early school was taught in 1856, occupying the Cath-

olic Church. Tlie teacher was l\lary Conley, whose home was in

Kosemount. She taught but one term, and soon after was mar-

ried to Maurice Muri)liy, and lived on a farm near Suntish lake.

She died many years ago and was buried at Mendota. The next

school was taught by IMaggie Cannon, in the church. After this,

school was lield in a building moved out from Hastings, by

Micliael Phelan, who was the teacher, and used the building for

a dwelling. This was in use until a school-house was built, which

subsequently burned.

Anothei- early school was taught by August Hiei-zog, in a

small frame building erected in the spring of 1857, on land owned
by William Korfhage. It was a summer school, and numbered
about one dozeJi scholars.

The tirst religious services held in the town were in the fall

of 1851;, by Rev. Father Ravoux, at the house of John IMcGarth,

on section It). There were about twelve persons present. Services

were held at different houses in the neighborhood until the

church was built the folloAving si)ring. This church was of logs

and one high story; located on laml donated by John Eagan, on

section 29. At the same time, land adjoining Avas donated for

a cemetery by Charles and i\lichael Dunn, hater, live acres more

were added. The log church Avas used until a fine structure Avas

built. The cost of the church Avas upAvards of $6,000. In 1879,

the society ]>urchased a fine organ at a cost of $200. The par-

sonage, situated just south of the church, Avas built in 1871, and

cost $2,000. The church lot contains ten acres, and Ihe remainder

of the land is used for a cemetery. The first person buried in

it Avas a dai;ghter of Elisha BroAvn, Avho liAmd in Rosemount

ToAvnship Avhen it Avas a part of InAmr Grove. She Avas buried

about the year 1856. During the earlier part of its existence, the

church belonged to the parish of Hastings, and Avas in charge of

Rev. Father McMahon. Early j)riests in charge Avere Fathers

kIcMahon, Ilartz, Murray and Coffee from Hastings; Genis, Glen-

non, Piott and Carnfel from Mendota; Andria and Herman, local

pastors.

The German Lutheran Church. The first services by this so-

ciety Avere held at the house of Jacob Schindeldecker in the

spring of 1856, by ReA^ W^illiam IVier. Seiwices Avere held at

])rivate houses in the vicinity lAiitil the fall of 1859, Avhen their

church on section eight Avas completed, and dedicated by ReAV

AVier soon after. A church Avas later l)uilt in Eagan to accom-

modate that settlement. A parsonage Avas built jiist south of the

church, and the cemetery platted on the north. Some of the early
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pastors Avere Ee\"S. Wier, G. Fachtman, A. Kuhn, Pliillip Schmidt

aud E. N. Volgert.

The Methodist society iu the \dciuity of Pine Bend l)uilt a

churcli in the \dllage in 1857. Previous to that time, services

liad been held at private houses in Avhat is noAv the town of Eose-

niount. Services Avere held regularly every tAvo Aveeks in the

church until its sale to the school district. Jt Avas then removed

to section eighteen, Eoseniount, and used as a school-house, the

society retaining the privilege of using it for church services

Avhenever needed.

Early in 1852, AT. A. Bissell, Albert AA"el)ster, H. P. SAveet and

D. C. Murray, located in the southeastern part of Inver Grove

and the northeastern part of Eoseniount, and started a town

called Centralia. A post office Aims established, Avith II. P. Sweet

as postmaster. Early in 1857, II. G. 0. Morrison, noAV re.siding

in Minneapolis, came from Maine, and Avith AA^. II. Bissell and

Eobert Foster, had a toAvn laid out in April and named it Pine

Bend. The plat embraced the south half of the southeast rpiarter

of section tour and the soutliAvest of the soutliAvest quarter of

section thirty-five, in toAAmship tAventy-seven north, of range

tAAmnty-tAVO Avest of the fourth principal meridian. Also the

northeast of the northwest quarter of section eighteen, and that

part of section seven lying immediately north in tOAvnship 115

north, of range eighteen, west of the fifth principal meridian.

Alorrison iiiAmsted a large amount of money. In com23any Avith

others, he i)ut up a flouring mill, a saw-mill, shingle mill, store

and several dAvelling houses. The village had fair prospects of

reaching considerable size. A number of settlers came in, but

the financial reA^erses which began in 1857, crijiiDled the resources

of the lAi’oprietors to such an extent that riAml tOAvns gained the

lead and retained it. The financial motive power being with-

draAAm, the village declined, and noAV only a feAV houses remain

to remind one of Avhat “might have been.”

Merrimack was the name of a toAvn laid out in the spring

of 1857, on lot eight, and the nortliAvest of the nort Invest quarter

of section eleven, and the north half of the northeast Ciuarter of

section ten, the land OAvned by Messrs. Mumford, Hall, Dames and

Cook. A feAV lots Avere sold, but no iinprovenients were made
as a toAvn and the plat Avas partially Amcated in 1865. Previous

to the laying out of this jAlat, Avhieh Avas in fact an addition, an-

other tract on the south extending along the river one and a

quarter miles, Avas laid out, but never recorded. Tlieoi)hilus

Cushing, of Frankfort, Maine, purchased the machinery and

placed it in a mill Avhieh he had erected here. It Avas a gang

saAV-mill Avith a capacity for sawing 20,000 feet per day, and Avas

called the Merrimack mill. Operations were begun in August,
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1857, aud ceased when winter came. It was started again the

next spring, bid ran only about two montbs. It was afterwards

sold to AV. L. Ames, of St. Paid, who removed the macbinery and
abandoned the Iniilding.

A building was erected during the summer of 1857, designed

for a store, ))iit no stock was ever brought in, and it was used

as a l)oarding bouse for tlie mill bands. When the mill suspend-

ed oi)erations, the l)oarding bouse was also abandoned. A road

was opened and preparations for a levee commenced, but all

came to naught. The laml is now owned by different parties ami

used for farming purposes.

steam saiv-mill was operated by Dr. Barton, about a mile

u}) the river from Alerrimack, until a few years ago, but is now
abandoned.

In 185(), a postoftice was established, called Pine Bend. Jacob

AVbittemore was appointed postmaster and kej)t the office at the

bouse on the ivest side of the St. Paul and Cannon Falls road, in

section thirty-three. lie kept it bid a year or so ivlien it was

transferred to the village of Pine Bend, the name Centralia hav-

ing been abolished.

The brst marriage cei'emony performed in Inver Grove, was

that of AVilliam Bitley and Airs. Tucker and took jdace at the

Kaposia mission in tbe fall of 1853, John Alton officiating. Bitley

was a bachelor and Airs. Tucker a ividow
;
both bad made claims

and Bitley sold bis and pre-empted hers. They only lived in tbe

town aboid two years after they were married, then removed to

Texas. Alice J. Dresser, daughter of Horace and Elizabeth

Dresser, was liorn January 2, 1855. She was born at their bouse

on section tbirty-fonr, and lived with her parents until her death,

which occurred Alarcb 31, 1873. Blie was buried in the cemetery

about a half mile soidb of her home, in Rosemount. A child was

also born to i\Ir. and Airs. Bitley, shortly before their removal to

Texas. These Avere probably tbe brst births Avitbin the present

limits of tbe toAvn.

FolloAving is tbe list of Civil AA"ar veterans credited to Inver

Grove, in tbe ad.iutajit general’s report: Henry Arensdorf, F. Al.

Bissell, Hiram Bissell, Patrick Breman, John Bush, Joseph Cham-

bers, Sam S. Cronkbite, Charles D. Cooper, Van R. R. Gifford,

Phillip Gross, A. A. Harper, Henry Hamilton, Caleb Hosford,

Alicbael Hurd, Frederick Iloreckner, Charles AI. Hackett, AA^ill-

iam H. Jarvis, Jr., Henry F. Kock, Henry Korphage, Joseph Alar-

eott, John I. Alorrison, James Alaloy, Oavcii C. Alurray, Cornelius

O’Neil, EclAvard Patten, George Pemberton, George N. Smith,

James Stevens, Thomas Sandy, Francis AI. AA^atson, Alf B. Shat-

tuck, Heiu’y C. AVright, Thomas AVelch, John D. AATiittemore,

AA^illiam Biggerstaff, Alartin Carroll, Benjamin F. Cole, John F.
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Cole, George George, Charles Gog, Joseph H. Goor, George W.
Hidden, Andrew Hanson, John II. Johnson, Alonzo D. Leach,

James H. Lyons, William iM. McCollum, Charles II. E. Kich,

Henry Schaser, Seraphine Schaser, Joseph Scheller, Joel Trumhie,

John AVines, Joseph AVood, AVilliam Ponsford, John P. Wilkin-

son, (.Charles lluntze, Charles Young, John A. Dellaughter, Hiram
Al. Bissell, James AVhittemore, E. Peter Johnson, 0. J. Tome.

Augustus Brant, J. AI. Blackmer, Henry Hosterman, Leonard

Lenzen, Julius Schartzkoff, Jacob AA^illiamson, AVilliam AVhite,

Henry Heratt'er, David Beetle, David C. Kradler, Percival Bar-

ton, Gustave Kossbach, Orance N. Stearns, Henry Duhb, John A.

Davis and Thomas Quigley.

Inver Grove village is named from the township in which it

is located. It has a population of a little over 200, and is eigh-

teen miles northwest of Hastings, seven south of St. Paul and

three south of South St. Paul. The railroad, the C., E., I. & P.

and the C. G. AA". give it passenger and freight service. It has

the usual mail, telegraph and express service. One physician is

located here, and the business houses include a general store, a

cobbling shop and a cigar manufactory. The Inver Grove

Alutual Fire Insurance Company has its headcpiarters here.

Pine Bend village is a small hamlet and discontinued post-

office, twelve miles nortlnvest of Hastings and three northeast

of Eich Affilley. It is served by rural delivery from the latter

village.

AA'escott is a discontinued postoffiee on the C., AI. & St. P.

Ey., sixteen miles northwest of Hastings, thirteen north of Farm-

ington and six north of Eosemount, the nearest postoffice.



CIIAPTEK XV.

TOWNSHIPS AND VILLAGES.

Eagan Township—Eureka Township—Christiana Postoffice

—

Castle Eock Township—Castle Eock Village—East Castle

Eock—Eandolph Township—Eandolph Village—Burnsville

Township—Empire Township—Farmington Village—Doug-

lass Township—Meisville—Greenvale Township—Schools

—

Churches—Early Settlers—Officers—Veterans of the Civil

War.

Eagan Township receives its name from Patrick Eagan, first

chairman of the l_)oard of supervisors. The town is situated in

the northern part of Dakota County, and is bounded on the

north hy Mendota, on the east l)v Inver Grove, on the south by

Posemoiuit and Lebanon, and on the west and northwest by

Burnsville and the IMinnesota Kiver.

The surface of the town is rolling in the northern portion,

while in the southern portion it is extremely rough. Lakes ap-

pear in several parts of the town, principally in the central and

southeastern part. These lakes are peculiar, from the fact that

they have neither visible inlets nor outlets. They have pure,

clear water, and some of them are of considerable depth. A large

marshy lake extends from Mendota into the northwest i^art of

Eagan Township, but with this one exception, the lakes of the

town have high, sloping banks, Avith graAmled shores and bottoms.

The largest lake in the toAvn is Black Hawk or Long Lake. It

lies in sections 16, 17 and 21, and extends nearly east and west.

Its area is about ninety acres. Its length is not far from a mile,

and its Avidth aAmrages about thirty rods. Le May Lake, situated

in the uorthAvestern part of section 10, is so named from the

settlers living near. It is a beautiful sheet of Avater, and covers

about fifty acres. Pish Lake lies in sections 15 and 16, and is

about thirty acres in extent.

In early times, there Avere great numbers of fish in these

lakes, but latterly only the smaller kinds remain. Interested

parties have at A'arious times, attempted the culture of fish in

these bodies of Avater, but as a rule, they have been unsuccessful.

One small stream, called Black Dog’s Creek, crosses the Avest

line of the toAAm near the Avest quarter post of section 18. It

empties into the Minnesota River nearly Avhere the north line of

section 18 intersects it.

Along the Minnesota River, in the nortliAvest part of the toAvn,

400
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a strip of bottom laud appears, averaging nearly a mile in widtli.

This principally is meadow. East of this, extending to the Black

Dog road, is slightly rolling and higher land, finely adapted to

agricultural purposes. This portion of the town, with a few

hundred acres in and near sections 2 and 3, constitutes all of the

original prairie land. The remaining j^ortions of the town were

largely covered by a brushy growth, with an occasional spot con-

taining larger trees. These latter were principally oak. At

present a fringe of elm timber appears along the river. The soil

for the town is principally a clay loam, unusually fertile, with

proper management. Occasionally a sandy loam appears, with

numerous gravelly knolls. The principal crop is wheat, though

considerable quantities of corn, barley and oats are produced.

Some of the farmers engage in market gardening, to a small

extent.

The Indian village, known as Black Dog’s, and situated near

the mouth of Black Dog’s Creek, in section 18, has been pre-

viously deseriljed. After the treaty of 1837, a Frenchman named
Louis Martin, was stationed among these Indians as farmer.

He located on section 17, and the Indians began to form a new
village round him. Several log buildings were erected for

residences and shops.

In the spring of 1849, Hazen IMooers, the well-known Indian

trader, was appointed to succeed Mr. Martin. His wife was a

half-breed Sioux by whom he had three children. After the rati-

fication of the treaty of 1852 when the Indians were removed

to Bed AYoocI agency, Mr. Mooers went with them. J. AY. Brown,

who had married a daughter of Air. Alooers, in 1846, came down
to Black Dog village, in the fall of 1849, and assisted his father-

in-law. AYlien the Indians were removed he remained on the

land, and pre-empted a farm, in the northern part of section

17, which he lived on until 1857, when he removed to Bed YHug.

He resided there for six years, returning at the end of that

period to his farm in Eagan. Here he lived until 1873, when he

sold his original claim and removed to a farm in the nortliwest

quarter of section 9. Air. Brown is accordingly the first Avhite

settler of the town. At the same time with him, John Brown
and a Air. Ports made claims also, in section 17. Both of them

remained, however, but a short time. Two brothers, Campbell,

made a claim in the northeastern quarter of section 18. They

had been attaches of the Indian farm, and soon sold their claim

rights to Franklin Steele. A comrade named Benjamin A^oung

then took possession of the claim, probably for Air. Steele, and

continued to live there for several years. Air. Young was one

of the first two justices of the peace, elected within the limits

of the present town of Eagan.
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Michael Le May came soon after the treaty of 1852 was rati-

fied, and settled in the southern part of section 10. He brought

his family out, in October of that year. His son Flevier came

at the same time, and his family also, came on in October. He
made a claim on the northern side of section 15, and lived there

until 1864, Avhen he went to Canada later, hoAvever, returning.

Jose])h Langlois came at the same time Avith the Le IMays, and

made his claim in section 15. He took full possession of it in the

spring of 1853, and continued a resident of the toAvn until about

the year 1859, AAhen he removed to Ivice County.

SomeAvhat earlier than the last mentioned settlers, came

Eobert O’Neil, in June of 1852, and made a claim in the central

part of section 2, hiring men to Avork it. Mr. O’Neil Avas, at that

time, a resident of St. Paul. In August, 1853, Avith his family,

he took up a permanent residence in Eagan.

]\Ir. O’Neil has ahvays occTipied a prominent position among
his tOAvnsmen, and in the county as Avell. He Avas elected to the

first state legislatui'e of 1857-8, and served as one of the first rep-

resentatives elected from the county. He Avas chairman of the

board of cumuty commissioners from 1853 until 1858, Avhen under

the state organization, the office of county commissioner ceased

foi“ a time to exist.

Jean Eousseau, avIio had married a half-breetl, Avas another

settler of 1852. He made a claim in the central part of section

12, but after a short time removed to Mendota. In 1860, he Aveiit

to EedAvood Agency, Avhere he died. He Avas among the first

French settlers of Eagan.

Philbert Le Clair came also during the summer of 1852, and

made a claim in the soutliAvest quarter of section 2. After a shoid

interval he sold his claim and returned to Mendota. Francis Le

Clair made a claim partly in sections 2 and 11. He soon sold

it, and after a season, located another in the nortliAvest cpiarter

of section 2.

About this time Mr. Credit made a claim in sections 12 and

13. He died about the year 1866. During the summer of 1852,

Joseph Turpin claimed the land, in the soutlnvest quarter of sec-

tion 2. His Avife Avas a half-breed, and like her husband old.

Both husband and Avife died Avithin a feAV hours of each other,

after living on their claim several years.

John Kennedy made a claim in the northern part of section

3, liut never liA'od on it. Ilis residence at that time Avas in Men-

dota.. He afterwards served as county register of deeds, and

later as postmaster of Hastings.

Louis Letendre came during the summer of 1852, and settled

in the central part of section 13. He sold his claim not long after-

Avard to Dr. F. E. Smith, a non-resident. At the same time Louis
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Lavaille made the claim next north. He went to Hennepin Coun-

ty with ]Mr. Letendre, Avhere the latter died.

Quite a groAvth in the settlement of the toAAui Avas Ausible dur-

ing the year 1853. Among the settlers of that year AA'ere P. Chap-

delan, F. Le Bret, Dosite Auge and his son, Treffle, James and AY.

L. AA^escott, T. N. Dailey, Aliehael Reid, and T. J. AleCollum and

sons.

Air. Chapdelan l)ought of EdAA'ard Bilmux and Felix Ake, aaJio

had come in earlier, the claim in sections 12 and 13, iioaa’- OAAUied

by James AA'escott. AVhile at St. Paul, the riAmr rose too high

for Air. Chapdelan to return to his land, and Le Bret, taking

adAmntage of this absence, jumped his claim. Air. Chapdelan

then made a claim further south, and lying partly in the tOAvns

of Eagan and IiiA'er GroAm.

James AYescott soon purchased Le Bret's claim right, and

built a house sixteen feet square, AAdiich he occupied AAutli his

brother, AY. L. AYescott. In the fall of 1854, the latter returned

to their former home, in Alaine, and brought out his family.

James AYescott being at that time unmarried, the lirothers con-

tinued to IHe together. Along the route, by their house, there

AA'as a large amount of’ traAml, and from the time they began to

shoAA" the first signs of house-keeping, the AA'escotts AAmre be-

sought to entertain the traAmlers. They AAUU’e soon forced to

make a business of this, and AYescotUs Inn liecame famous

throughout the country as a traA^eler’s rest. Political coiiAmn-

tions AAmre held here at an early day. On one occasion, in 1856,

a mass conAmntion assembled here, of AA’hich John A^an Hoesen.

of Hastings, AA'as chairman. Among other features of the affair,

speeches and motions AAmre in French, and the AAmrthy chairman

AA-as forced to call an interpreter to his assistance. After a fcAA^

years, AY. L. AYescott remoA'ed to a claim of liis oaaui, AAdiile his

brother James continueel to keep public house until 1863. This

he did AAuth great success, l)eing unable at times to entertain

all AA'ho AAmuld be his guests.

Air. Auge came in the spring and made a claim on the south

side of section 4, AAdiere he died December 22, 1871. His sons,

George and Treffle, came into possession of the homestead. Dosite

Auge, Jr., made a claim at the same time AAuth his father, and
acljoining him on the north. Here he continued to make his

home. Treffle Auge made his claim partly in sections 8 and 9.

He sold it, after an inteiwal of three years, and moA’’ed to Alen-

dota.

Air. Dailey came in the fall of 1853, and settled in section 11.

He afteiward remoA^ed to the soutliAA’est quarter of section 10,

AAdiere he died.

Aliehael Reid arriAmd the tAAmlfth day of Alay, 1853, and lo-
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cated oil Avliat proA'ed to be school laud, and lieuee uot subject

to entry, lie liA'ed on this laud about a year, Avlieii he settled

on the south side of section 9. Here he died October 4, 1877.

T. J. McCollum settled in the spring of 1853, on the northwest

quarter of section 19, and his sou, Jefferson McCollum, pre-

empted it. IMadisoii, another son, made a claim partially in the

soutliAAmst quarter of section 19, while AVilliam made his in the

northern part of section 30. After a few years, the IMcCollums

removed to Scott County.

The following year, 1854, setth'uient continued unabated.

Among tlie earlier arrivals Avere James Callan, John O’Lary,

Thomas Fallon, Michael Eagan, Edmund Barry, EdAvard Doaa^-

ling, I’atrick IMooney, William Harper, EdAvard Taylor and John
CheeA'C]’. James Callan made a claim on sections 28, 29 and 33,

Avhere he resided, figuring prominently among his people and in

the county.

John O’Lary came in Alarcli anti settled on the AAmst side of

section 14. He still liA^es on his original claim, having added

to it by purchase. Edmund Barry, came not long after, and set-

tlml in section 23, Avhere he noAV oaauis a fine farm of 305 acres.

Air. Fallon settled on the Avest side of section 23. Air. DoAvling

in section 26, Ah'. Eagan in the nortliAvest quarter of section 22,

Air. CheeAuu' in section 12, Air. Alooney in the soutliAvest quarter

of section 22, Air. Harper in the soutliAvest quarter of section 21

and Air. Taylor in the soutliAvest quarter of the same section.

The farm later OAvned by Patrick Coghlan, in sections 11 and

12, Avas the home of Davud Faribault, a mixed blood. A French-

man, Alichel Archambeaux, pre-empted it for him. Air. Faribault

ln;ilt bim a pleasant house and surrounded it Avith a picket fence.

Here he lived for some years, lud. finally remoAmd.

A Avell known character in toAvn was John Conklin, avIio had

been a soldier, it is said, at Fort Snelling. He early acquired

the name of “Black HavAd^,” and Avas commonly so called. After

his discharge from the army he Avas in the employ of General

Sibley, Avho placed him on the farm later OAvned by L. Trapp, in

section 3. Air. Sililey aftei-AAmrcls placed him on a farm at the

east end of Imng Lake, subsequently knoAvn as Black HaAvk

Lake, douldless in Conklin’s honor.

Liquor Avas the natural enemy of Conklin, and he died in the

poorhouse at Nininger. Aside from his Aveakness, he is spoken

of as a Avortliy man. He Avas married to Airs. Helen Dunn, Avho

died at the lake farm in the spring of 1871.

The first birth of a AAdiite child in the toAvn was that of Alary

A. BroAvn, November 22, 1849. She was the daughter of J. W.
and Alary BroAvn and Avas born at their home in the Indian auI-
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lage of Black Dog. She lived 'with her parents until her marriage

with Jasper McCollum in 1871.

The next birth was that of Susan P. O’Neill, January 7, 1854.

Her parents were Kobert and Catharine O’Neill, and lived at

home until she was sixteen years of age, when she lived with her

sister in Minneapolis until her marriage with idartin Kennedy,

June 8, 1880.

The first marriage of parties living in the town was that of

Alexander Huard and Jane McDermott. They Avere married in

1854, and in 1855 he made his home in the Avestern part of Inver

Grove, Avhere he lived a number of years, Avhen he moved to the

nortliAvest quarter of section 12.

Eagan Avas formerly a part of the tOAvu of Meudota as estab-

lished l)y the county commissioners, April 0, 1858. At a meeting

held by tliem on the 20th of the same month, a tOAVu Avas formed

consisting of sections 13 to 36 inclusiA^e, in the present tOAA’n of

Eagan, and called Montgomery. This action proved unsatis-

factory, and Avas reconsidered and repealed at the same meeting.

By a special act of the state legislature dxudng the Avinter of

1861, the tOAAui of Eagan Avas detached Avith its present limits

from Mendota. The population at the census of 1880 Avas 642.

The first meeting for the purpose of organizing the toAvn Avas

held at the house of IMiehael Comer in the nortliAvest quarter of

section 25, April 3, 1860. Robert O'Neill Avas chosen moderator

and IMiehael Comer clerk. At the election Avhich ensued, the

folloAving officers Avere chosen for the coming year, auz. : Patrick

Eagan, James Collar, Robert O’Neill, superAusors
;
Michael Comer,

clerk
;
Thomas Fannan, assessor ; M’'illiam Diffley, trea.surer

;

Michael Kirby, MTlliam Harper, justices of the peace
;
Patrick

IMooney, Louis Sansoucey, constables
;
Patrick Eagan, Anthony

Devitt, lilichael Cain, road overseers.

The folloAving persons Avere early chairmen of the tOAvu

board and early tOAvn clerks

:

1861

—

Patrick Eagan, chairman; IMiehael Comer, clerk. i\Ir.

Eagan resigned during the year and Robert O’Neill Avas chosen

in his place. iMr. Comer also resigned, and IMiehael DoAAmiug Avas

chosen by the board December 28, 1861, to act in his stead dur-

ing the remainder of the term.

1862-

63—Patrick Eagan, chairman
; Michael DoAAuiing-, clerk.

1864—Michael Kirby, chairman
;
Michael DoAAUiing, clerk. iMr.

Kirby resigned and Patrick Mooney, one of the board, Avas elect-

ed to succeed him, and Michael Gorman Avas elected to fill the

place Amcated by Mr. Mooney, September 27, 1864. 1865—W. F.

Donaldson, chairman
;
Michael Downing, clerk. 1866—Robert

O’Neill, chairman; Patrick Callahan, clerk. Mr. O’Neill failed

to cjualify and W. F. Donaldson Avas chosen as chairman. 1867

—
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AV. F. Donaldson, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1868

—

AV. F. Donahlson, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1869

—

Datrick Fagan, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1870—Pat-

rick Eagan, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1871, 1872, 1873

—Hugh Barnes, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1874

—

Eugene Le Alay, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1875 and
1876—James Callan, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1877

—

James Callan, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1878—Kobert

O’Neill, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1879—Robert

O’Neill, chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. 1880—James Callan,

chairman; Alichael Downing, clerk. Air. Callan failed to (iiialify,

and the hoard at a meeting held Alarch 27, 1880, chose Jabez Har-

j>er in his place. 1881—Jeffrey Fanning, chairman; Alichael

Downing, clerk.

The first .iustices of the peace elected within the present limits

of the town were James Callan and Benjamin A’^onng, which Avas

prior to the organization.

The first school in the town Avas tanght Ity Alichael DoAAming

during the AA’inter of 1859-60, in a small log house 14x16 feet,

OAAuietl and built by Thomas Farman in the nortliAAmst cpiarter of

section 14. For a neAV district the attendance AAms unusually

large, being about forty. This building aauis \;sed about tAvo

years, AA'lien a neAv one of logs AAms built, and located in the south-

east corner of the soutliAvest quarter of section 28, on land noAV

OAAmed by Patrick Quigley. This bAiilding Avas used until about

six years ago, AAdien the present school-house AAms erected. It

IS a frame structure 18x26 feet, and located on the site of the old

log building, containing patent seats, AAuth a seating capacity of

about forty. The next school aauxs commenced soon after the first

in a house belonging to BartholomeAA^ Dailey, in the AAmstern part

of section 29. It AAms a small log house built as a claim shanty,

and AA’as used by the district for tAvo years, then others until 1865,

Avhen a school-house A\’as erected near the center of section 29,

on land OAAuied liy Daniel Niemeyer. It is a frame structure about

16x22 feet, contains plain seats, and AA'ill liokl from thirty-fiAm to

forty pupils.

In October, 1860, a school Avas taught in the house of Robert

O’Neill, by Airs. O’Neill, for one month, and then the serAuces of

Elizabeth AIcDermott AA’ere secured, and she continued to teach

in the district a number of terms. The next spring an old build-

ing AA'as fitted up and used for a school-house, until a log house.

AAms built on land in the northeast quarter of section 11. This

building AAms burned during the spring of 1865, and Avas replaced

by a frame erected soon after at the same place. The locality

AAms not convenient, and the hoxxse Avas sxxbsequently moved aboixt

a mile fxxrther west, and dxxring the month of Alarch, 1881, suf-
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fered the same fate as its i^redecessor. A new building Avas

erected in the southeast corner of section 3.

The first religious seiwices in the town took place at the house

of EdAA'ard DoAvling, in the nortliAA^est cpiarter of section 26, and

AA'ere conducted by the Eev. Father RaA'oux. Only a feAA' such

serAUces AA^ere held, hoAA-CA^er, as, during the folloAA'ing spring, the

church at Im^er GroA^e AAms finished, and serA’ices AAmre trans-

formed thither.

The Liitherans belonging to the church at Iuauu' GroA'c, many
years ago, purchased about tAA’O acres of land belonging to J. B.

Pfeiffer and his son-in-laAA% August Nachtigal, AAdiere they erectetl

a church edifice, AAdiere they held serAuces in alternation AAuth the

church at IiiA^er GroA^e. Tlie plat of land lies on the east side of

St. Paul road, in the southeast quarter of section 2, and a ceme-

tery is in connection AAuth the church lot.

The loAA’a and Minnesota diAusion of the Chicago, iililAA’aukee

and St. Paul RaihAmy crosses the eastern part of the tOAAui, ex-

tending from nortliAA-est to southeast and leaA'ing the soutliern

line near the quarter post on the south side of section 26. The

Chicago, St. Paul, JMinneapolis and Omaha RailAAmy crosses the

nortliAA’est part of the toAAUi from northeast to soutliAA^est, and

AA'as opened for traffic in 1865.

In 1866, a flag station AAuthout a depot AAms established on tlie

line of the ToAAm and ^Minnesota diAusion of the Chicago, i\lil-

AA'aukee and St. Paul RailAAmy, near the southeast corner of sec-

tion 13, on land belonging to James "Wescott, from AAdiom the

station is named ACescott station. Nichols, a flag station, AAms

established in 1867 on the line of the Chicago, St. Paul, Alinne-

apolis and Omaha RailAAmy, in the nortliAAmst quarter of section

17, on land then OAAuied by John Nichols.

AVescott postoffice AAms established in April, 1881, and A. Lau
appointed postmaster.

In 1860, a blacksmith shop AAms opened by Robert Alyers, on

the southeast quarter of section 17. He remained there aliout tAAm

years, then removed to St. Paul and afterAvards returned and

rented a farm belonging to James Slater, in the northeast quarter

of section 31, Avhere he put up another shop. This he operated

seA^eral years, and finally remoA’’ed to Hamilton. He has the honor

of being the pioneer blacksmith of the place.

Another shop Avas openetl by George Auge in Alay, 1867, on

the Avest side of the Mendota road, in the soutliAvest qi;arter of

section 4.

In 1869, EdAvard Rachenberg opened a blacksmith shop in

the soutliAAmst qiiarter of section 1, Avhich he operated several

years.
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Still aiiotJier shop was opened by Herman liaddatz, in the

fall of 1870, in the northeast cpiarter of section 2.

A store was estal)lished by the l)rothers, A. and J. Dan, at

Y'eseott station, March 4, 1881.

Following is a list of the Civil AVar veterans credited to

Fagan Township in the adjntant general’s repoi't : Peter Felix,

Henry Harj)er, Alartin Noonan, Lewis Sansoncy, Sevier Tiirpiu,

Francis Tnrpin, AVilliam Healey, Alathias Lemay, Napoleon Le-

may, Thomas 0 ’Harmon, Theofelt O’Detts, Bartholomew Dailey,

Tliomas Lemay, Joseph Terreanx and Henry AVilliams.

EUREKA.

Fiireka. township was named by a colony of Indianians, who
were traveling with their effects in praiide schooners in search of

a location for a fntui'e home and who, when they came to the

place where they linally settled, exclaimed “Enreka, ” meaning,
“

1 have fonnd it.”

Tlie township is one of the western tier of Dakota county,

and is known as township 113 north, of range 20 west of the

lifth principal meridian, and like nearly all the other towns in

the county, received its designation in April, 1858.

Tlie surface of Eureka is divided into level and rolling prairie,

Inlly, scrnl) oak and more heavily timbered land. The north, east,

ceidral and central western portions of the town, with the excep-

tion of a body of timber in the northwest corner, consist of open

])rairie. 1'he eentiad, southern and southwestern portions con-

sist of hilly, timbered and scrub oak land. The soil in the prairie

districts is a sandy loam, having a clay sub-soil. In the timbered

portions tlu' soil inclines more to clay and gravel, with a clay

snb-soil underlaid with a formation of smooth gravel and bould-

ers. But one stream of water worthy of notice flows within the

town. The A^ermillion river debouches from Bear lake, in sec-

tion 18, at the extreme western boundary of the township, and

Hows in a general course east by north; crossing the line between

Eureka and Lakeville, in section 1, near the village of Farming-

ton. The course of the stream is rapid, and its clear cold waters

ai'e invaluable to the stock farmer.

Chub lake, the principal body of Avater in Eureka, lies in the

midst of the timber, in the south-ceiitral part of the tOAvn. It is

one and a half miles long by 500 yards wide at its broadest part.

It is a shallow lake, Avith a mud bottom, and contains no fish of

Audue. It is bounded by sections 21, 22, 27, 28, 33 and 34.

Bear lake touches the Avestern borders of the town, in sections

7 and 18, but its Avaters lie almost Avholly in Scott county. Ver-
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million lake is a small body of water lying at the foot of Bear

lake, in section 18.

IVelis are in use generally through the town, and excellent

drinking' water is oldaiued at a depth of from ten to one hundred

feet.

The i^revailing product of Eureka is Avheat, which comes to

maturity tinely in these lands. The quality is first-class, and the

yield large for IMinnesota. Corn is also grown quite extensively,

as Avell as oats, barley and potatoes. The farmers are also Avell

supplied Avith IBe stock, especially horses and cattle. The but-

ter product is quite large, AA'hile sheep are kept l)ut little. The

loAvlands of the toAvu produce prairie hay of the liest quality.

As those people remember, Avho Avere in Minnesota early in

the “fifties,” there Avas great hope of St. Peter, at that time, as

the coming city of the neAV territory. The old “Dodd road”

Avas an outgroAvth of this expectation. On the second day of May,

1853, three brothers. Cyrus M.. DAvight L. and Ansel R. Kingsley,

liegan Avork on this noted higliAvay. By the latter part of June,

operations had progressetl so far as that portion of the road

afterAvard end)raced Avithin the limits of Eiu’eka tOAvnship.

Alien at a point’ on the Vermillion rBer, noAV embraced in

section 7, Captain Dodd, struck Avith the lieauty of the spot, had

C. M. Kingsley construct a claim shanty there, and stake out a

claim of 160 acres. The captain's intention Avas to have this land

pass into the hands of a friend, in St. Paul. The imiirovement

made Avas simply a log pen, Avithout a roof. Captain Dodd soon

forgot his claim, hoAvcA-er, and it passed into other hands than

those for Avhom it Avas intended.

But the Kingsley brothers, more deeply impressed Avith the

character of the lands lying on the A"ermillion, resoh'ed to return

and settle here at a future day. During the Avinter of 1853-4,

Cyrus Kingsley met an old friend, Benjamin Caskey, at St. Paul.

Mr. Caskey Avas ready to appropriate a good location, and under

Mr. Kingsley's aclA'ice, he set out, in May, 1854, on a prospecting

tour along the line of the Dodd road. The result Aims, that he

settled on the claim staked out the previous year by Captain

Dodd.

On the fifteenth of July folloAving, Cyrus AI. Kingsley settled

on the northeast quarter of section 17. TIis brother, DAvight L.

Kingsley, settled on the southeast quarter of section 6.

July 18, Peter Sampson, and his son Alagnus, Ole Torrison

and Ole H. Oleson, all NorAvegians, arriAmd at Chub lake, from

AVisconsin. Air. Sampson took a claim in sections 22 and 27.

Alessrs. Torrison and Oleson located in section 21.

During the autumn of 1854, SyB’^ester Bell came at the in-

stance of C. AI. Kingsley, and made a claim in the northwest
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quarter of section 5. In December, A. R. Kingsley arrived and

settled in section 6.

During tlu“ winter of 1854-5, Janies Caskey settled, in the

northeast quarter of section 7.

During the year following, 1855, (qiite a goodly nuniher of

settlers arrived, and took claims in various parts of the town-

ship. The advance guard of the noted Indiana colony arrived

this year, and the earlier settlers had an opportunity for selling

their first made claims, and for making new ones. This was

done in several instances. C-. 51. Kingsley sold his claim, and re-

located in the northeast quarter of section 8. A. R. Kingsley

sold his claim to G. B. klallery and made another in the north-

west (piarter of section 8. Sylvester Bell sold his claim rights

to Fi'ederick AVright, and tinally laid claim to the southeast

quarter of section 8.

The first comers of the “Iloosier” settlement arrived at sec-

tion 9, on the Vei'inillion river, Ala.y 25, 1855. They had left

Aliami county, Indiana, on the 1st day of April, to find homes in

Alinnesota. Four of the party settled in Lakeville, hut AVilliam

Coburn, Isaac VanDoren, Isaac N. VanDoi'en, Clymer Shadinger.

Adna Shadinger, Abram C. VanDoren, David J. Lumsden settled

in Fureka. These people were nearly all related by Idood or

marriage. They lived in their emigrant Avagons until they had

broken considerable land, but after the month of June, began to

build houses.

After these settlers, there came in June, 1855, Peter Thomp-

son, G. B. Alallery, Ole and Stephen Torrison, Jule Knudson, John

Lue, Christian Anderson, Elend Leverson and Ole P. Rvdi. The

last mentioned arrived on the thirteejith of the month. L. J.

Johnson settled in Eureka the following July, and with him

his sons, Ilalvor L., Lewis AY., Ole L., John L. and Rolf L. John-

son. Thomas Alui’ray came in August and Samuel Bean about the

same time. Caleb Harrison and Daniel Cojlett arrived October

8, and S. C. Schofield not far from the same date. Other settlers

of 1855, Avere Jacob VanDoren, Thomas AI. Smith, Frederick

AVright, Oscar A^anDoren, Joseph AA^arlmrst, Alarshall Barnum
and a Air. Isgrigg. The year folloAving 1856, AA^illiam Pool ar-

riAmd ATay 27, Robert Pool June 19, AVilliam Perry in October

and John Pool and Charles Smith at dates unknoAvn. In April

of 1857, Siegur Larson and IIoAvard Shadinger settled in the

tOAvn, Avhile Samuel and John AI. Livingston arrived on Alay 30.

Rev. F. A. Pratt, also took iqA a residence in the tOAvn, early in

this year, and April 17, 1858, marks the arrival of Phineas Alor-

ton.

It was one of the early settlers of Eureka, Avbo in the Indiana

legislature opposed the buying of a thermometer, saying: ‘‘Air.
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Speaker, I am opposed to buying a thermomicon, for 1 don’t be-

lieve ther’s a man in the house that knows how to wind the ma-

chine up.”

The first house or cabin constructed in Eureka, was built by

C. M. Kingsley and Benjamin Caskey on the latter's claim. This

Avas in July, 1854. The cabin was built of logs, fourteen feet by

eighteen feet in dimensions, and coA'ered Avith boards. For beds,

Avooden pins Avere driven into the logs horizontallj^ and slabs

Avere then laid upon these pins. The situation of the cabin Avas

near that of the log pen, built the year before by Captain Dodd,

and near the house of John Kelly. The Kingsley brothers and

Caskey all lived here together. After a time D. L. Kingsley

brought his Avife from St. Paul and she kept house for the men
and repaired their Avardrobes. The immediate neighbors of this

family Avere a camp of fifteen lodges of Sioux. The general pro-

pensities of such neighbors are tAvo Avell knoAvn to recpiire de-

scription. Alexander Faribault and other early and distinguished

characters slept in this old log house and enjoyed the open-

handed hospitality of its generous occupants.

During the same summer, 1854, a cahin Avas built on the land

of D. L. Kingsley. In the fall of that year Peter Sampson and

Ole Torrison constructed cabins on their claims. These Avere all

the clAvellings built in Eureka in 1854.

The first breaking Avas done by SyKester Bell in the summer
of 1854 on his claim in section 5. He broke about fiA^e acres. C.

M. Kingsley broke about fifteen acres on his claim, the same
season, and Peter Sampson about tAvo acres. The ploAvs Avere

draAvn by oxen and corn and a little Avheat Avere the crops pro-

duced.

The year 1855 marks the era of first births in Eureka. The
first birth, the date of Avhich is knoAvn, Avas that of Annie Kelly,

daughter of AYilliam and Bridget Kelly. She Avas born in sec-

tion 6 August 20, 1855. A child Avas also born to Mr. and IMrs.

James Caskey and one to Mr. and Mrs. Frederick AATnglit during

the same summer. Since these latter families removed from the

tOAvn long ago little is knoAvn of their family record. December

1, 1855, Thederaan J., son of J. and Juga Knudson, Avas born in

section 29. This completes the list of bu-ths in Eureka for 1855.

The first marriage in the toAvn, Avas that of Ansel K. Kingsley

and Maria J. Lumsden, avIio Avere joined in Avedlock, the eAnning

of December 2, 1856.

There Avas but one death in Eureka prior to 1857. This Avas

the death of Susannah, daughter of Daniel and Sarah Collett.

She Avas a young girl, age ten years, three months and tAventy-

eight days, and died November 18, 1856.

Dwight Kingsley occasionally kept traA^elers in 1854-5, but
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the first regular liotel in Eureka was kept by Captain Thomas
M. Smith, in 1855. It was built with posts set in the ground, the

sides boarded up, and tlie top covered with hay. lie built a bet-

ter house in the fall, however, but most of the houses, in these

early days, were poorly built, and this one was no exception to

the general rule. During the first winter, l\Irs. Smith froze her

f(M‘l wliile in bed. In o])ening new farms, there was much work
to be done, and it was some time before the early settlers had all

the conveniences necessary for the comfort of man and lieast,

particulai-ly so in the matter of wells. Conseciiiently, water had
to l)e hauled long distances sometimes, and cattle di-iven to the

lakes and rivers to drink. The captain had to haul his Avater

from the Vermillion river Avitli an ox team. One day, Avhile at

the river for this i>urpose, the day being Avarm, he thought it a

good op])oi-tunity to bathe, and so preparetl himself, putting his

clothes in the Avagon. AVhile he Avas enjoying a deliciously cool

bath, the oxen started for home at a liA^ely rate, and the captain

hail no alternative but to folloAV.

Captain Smith served Avith some distinction in the IMexiean

War, and commanded a company of cavalry in the Indian cam-

paign, as Avell as in the Avar of the Rebellion.

With the exception of some roatl orders by the board of toAAui

sui)ervisors, and other minor matters, all the eai-ly records of

JUireka have been lost, or Avere ncAmr kept. IIoAveA'er, it ap])ears

that the toAvn Avas organized May 11, 1858, and the formal meet-

ing for till* organization, ami election of officers, Avas held at the

barn of Isaac Van Doren, in section 9. AVhat Avas the number of

votes cast, cannot be ascertained, nor liaAm Ave a list of the various

candidates for official honors, nor a fidl list of the successful as-

pirants. The first l)oard of supeiwisors consisted of Garrick B.

iMallery, chairman, Cornelius H. W^ager and Joseph F. Bean,

associates. James W^. Pool Avas the first toAvn clei'k, and Isaac

Van Doren Avas probably the first treasurer.

No bounties Avere issued during the Civil W"ar. August 6,

1861, a petition, signed by eleven Amters, Avas presented to the

toAvn supervisors, asking that body to call a special meeting of

the citizens to consider an issue of bonds for the purpose of rais-

ing recruits. The citizens convenetl, but a question Avas raised

by G. B. Mallery, as to the legality of the call, and an adjourn-

ment Avas made sine die. The matter seems to haAm disappeared

from any further public attention.

PolloAving are the early chairmen of superAusors and early

(derks, beginning Avith the year following the toAvn organization :

1859—Samuel Livingston, chairman; Janies W. Pool, clerk.

1860—G. B. ]\Iallery, chairman; James WT. Pool, clerk. 1861

—

Samuel Livingston, chairman
;
James W^. Pool, clerk. 1862

—
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Peter Thompsou, chairman; A. L. Caskey, clerk. 1863—G. B.

Mallery, chairman
;
James Jockwood, clerk. 1864—G. B. Mallery,

chairman; Cyims M. Kingsley, clerk. 1865

—

A. P. Bean, chair-

man; S. Livingston, clerk. 1866

—

A. F. Bean, chairman; John

Y'. Pool, clerk. 1867—D. C. Fix, chairman; AYilliam A. Parry,

clerk. 1868—D. C. Fix, chairman
;
A\Glliam A. Parry, clerk. 1869

—F. C. Carpenter, chairman; I. N. A^an Doren, clerk. 1870—A^.

G. Van Slyke, chairman; John AI. Livingston, clerk. 1871

—

Charles Jones, chairman; J. AL Livingston, clerk. 1872—C. AI.

Kingsley, chairman; J. AI. Livingston, clerk. 1873—James AA".

Lytle, chairman; AI. A. Parry, clerk. 1874—C. AI. Kingsley,

chairman; AI. A. Parry, clerk. 1875—C. AI. Kingsley, chairman;

AI. A. Parry, clerk. 1876—C. AI. Kingsley, chairman; J. AI. Liv-

ingston, clerk. 1877—AVilliam A. Parry, chairman; J. AI. Living-

ston, clerk. 1878—Peter Thompson, chairman; 0. G. Olson, clerk.

1879—AA". A. Parry, chairman; 0. G. Olson, clerk. 1880—AA". A.

Parry, chairman
; B. J. Skofstad, clerk.

As early as the spring of 1856, a school district was formed,

comprising portions of the territory afterwards in Enreka and

Lakeville townships. The school-honse, however, which was con-

structed in the summer o£ 1856, was located in Lakeville, gener-

ally known as the Donaldson school-house. The first school in

Eureka, as far as can l)e ascertained, was taiTght by G. B. Alal-

lery at his house in section 6 during the winter of 1857-8. This

was a night school for the accommodation of the neighbors, and

had a good attendance. A school-house was constructed on the

northeast cpiarter of section 7, in the spring of 1859, by sul)-

scription, at a cost of .^200. The first session of school held in the

district was in the summer of 1859 and was taught by Sarah

Jeidiins. The first board of trustees was composed of the fol-

lowing persons: G. B. Alallery, Henry Caskey and AAulliam Crist.

The original scliool building continued in use until 1881. At a

special meeting held on April 15 a vote was taken to construct

a new building and remove the location to the intersection of

the public higliAvay Avith the Dodd road, and about 500 yards

from the original site, on land donated for the purpose by S. C.

Schofield. In 1859 another school district AA’as organized. The
original building, knoAvn as the Central school-house, Avas lo-

cated in the soutliAvest corner of section 10. Ellen Livingston,

aaJio later became the Avife of A. J. Bonjam. of LakeA'ille, Avas

the first teacher. In June, 1859, a Amte Avas taken to erect a ncAv

school building, AAdiich Avas accordingly done the same summer.
The ground, one acre in extent, Avas donated by AA'illiam Pool.

Another district was organized in 1858 by Joseph F. Bean, avIio

taught the first term during the Avinter of 1858-9, at the house
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of Peter Thompson. Tlie first school-house was l)uilt iu 1859,

and was a log liuilding in section 29.

Another district was organized as at present, October 3, 1874,

at the home of T. McCluskey, in section 12, when a vote was
taken to build a school-house in the center of section 1 On
X'ovember 7, following, the board met at the house of C. D.

Haynes, and let the contract to build the school-house to John
IT Kelly for $418. Florence Seward, of Lakeville, was the first

teaclier, and about twenty pupils were present at the organiza-

tion of the school.

Still another district was organized in 1863. Prior to the

opening of any regular school district school about 1862 or 1863, a

sid)Scription school was taught by Miss Marian AYing, in an old

log house on the premises of Phineas Roach in section 26, and

directly afteiuvard a select school was commenced at the house

of C. C. Waters, section 25, by Annie Pryor. The first school-

house in the district was built on the public highway, on the east

line of section 26. IMiss Elizabeth AYells taught the first school

in the building. About twenty scholars are now enrolled.

-Inly 2, 1867, at the house of J. P. Campbell, in section 36,

another district was organized. Considerable opposition was ex-

perienced before this district could be completely organized, but

it was finally overcome. Directly after the organization a tax

of $400 was voted to build a school-house. The work was com-

menced at once, and by the opening of winter the I)uilding was
ready for occupancy. The first term of school was taught in the

winter of 1867 and 1868, by Elizal)eth AYells, of East Castle Rock.

The cost of the liuilding Avas aliout $600.

Another district Avas organized September 28, 1868, at the

house of 0. Oleson. A frame school buikling, 16x24 feet, Avas

erected in the autumn of 1868, at a cost of $310, exclusive of the

patent seats and apparatus with Avhich it is furnished. The
ground Avas donated for the purpose by Ilalver Oleson, in the

center of section 27. The first term Avas taught by Paulina

Paidson.

Religious services were held in Eureka during 1856 and, pos-

sibly, in 1855, by different itinerant evangelists. ReA^ J. A.

Sterrett and ReA'. J. G. Riheldaffer held services in 1856, and

in the AAunter of the same year, services Avere conducted at the

house of D. J. Lumsden. Rev. D. P. Broun, a natiAm of SAveden,

held services among the Scandinavians during this year. He is

saitl to ha.Am been a man of learning and ability. AA'hen last heard

from he Avas an officer in the Amlunteer service during the CiAul

AA"ar.

The first church organization in Avhich the inhabitants of the

future toAvn of Eureka participated Avas denominated the Ver-
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million Presbyterian church. The society was formed December

6, 1856, at the house of James Sayers, Lakeville, by Rev. J. A.

Sterrett of 'Wisconsin, and Rev. J. G. Riheldaft’er of St. Paul.

Five members foimied the nucleus of the society, viz.: James

Sayers, wife and two children, and Jacob Van Doren. The two

gentlemen members were appointed elders. Silas G. Schofield,

Samuel Livingston and others joined soon after. Rev. F. A.

Pratt was the first regular pastor. Rev. Mr. Thayer succeeded

him, and then came Rev. Mr. Rogers. For a time services were

held at the residence of Janies Sayers, afterwards at schoolhouse

Number 44, Lakeville. The ground, comprising one acre, on the

northeast quarter of section 4, to be devoted to church purposes,

Avas donated by Jacob Van Doren, and a church building Avas

erected in 1866. The money for the purpose Avas raised by sub-

scription, and the cost of the house, exelusiA’e of the seats, Avas

about $900.

In 1856 a Methodist class Avas organized at the house of J. AY.

Youngblood, LakeAulle, by Charles Jones as class leader, under

authority delegated by the Alethodist conference of St. Paul.

The class consisted of eight members, A'iz. : Charles Jones and

Avife, Isaac A^an Doren, Elizabeth Ilouts, AVillis B. Reetl and Avife.

and Tolcut Alderman. ReAv L. D. BroAvn preached the first

sermon and soon afterAvards Roa'. J. O. Rich liecame the pastor.

At first, services Avere held in private residences, aiul after 1857

in a school district house, until the completion of the AYrniillion

Presbyterian church.

BetAveeii ReA". Charles Thayer and ReA". Janies Rogers, as men-

tioned above, came the Revs. AATley, AYare and Dodge, until 1876,

AAdien the present pastor, Roa". James Rogers, took the pulpit. In

addition to the members mentioned above, other early members
AA'ere Airs. Silas Scofield, Air. and Airs. G. B. Alallery, Air. and Airs.

AA^illiam Coburn and Air. and Airs. Henry Caskey. AA^hen ReA'.

Thayer Avas pastor he lived at Prescott and Avalketl to the A^er-

million church and liack, jireaching six sermons to the Amrious

congregations on the Avay.

The Presbyterian pastor preaches in the church every second

Sunday. On alternate Sundays the pulpit is occupied by a

preacher of some other denomination, part of the time by a

Baptist but most of the time by a Alethodist.

The Greemvood Cemetery Association Avas organized in Alay,

1876, at the A^ermillion church, by Col. R. S. Donaldson, Jacob

AMu Doren, Isaac YMn Doren, G. B. Alallery, A. R. Kingsley,

Charles Jones, Isaac Curry and AYilliam Coburn. Tavo acres

of ground Avere purchased of Jacob AMn Doren, adjoining the

Vermillion church on the Avest and laid out and platted by J. F.

Sparks June 3, 1867.
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Tlie lirst officers were : Col. R. S. Donaldson, G. B. Mallery

and Isaac Van Doren, trustees, elected respectively for three,

two and one years. R. S. Donaldson was chosen president

;

O. B. Mallery, secretary, and Isaac Van Doren, treasurer. The

first interment Avas that of Z. A. Bonham, aged 79, a native of

Virgiina and a respected citizen of Lakeville.

Following is a list of the Civil AVar Amterans accredited to

Eureka tOAvnship l)y the atljutant-general ’s report : Albert Erbar,

Denman AIcMillan, R. J. Standaley, AndreAV Torgeson, Cornelius

Anderson, Irving A. Dunsmore, AA^illiam Haney, FI. B. Higgins,

Christopher Aleir, -lohn Thompson, AVilliam AI. Leyde, Frank
Aliller, AndreAA' Nest, Charles T. Beytein, John Liuburgh, August

Brocher, Alis-e-gaAv-buck, G. B. Alallery, Byergroff, E. H. AA'^ood,

Ole Evenson, EdAvard Severson, C. C. AAMltei’S, Carl Thorison,

AVilliam Fox, N. Aslakon, Brady Johnson, Andrew Nass, IlaUmr

Oleson.

Christiana postoffice Avas established in 1859 at the house of

Dominick Aloes, section 19, Avith Alagnus Sampson as postmaster,

and Dominick Aloes as deputy. In 1861 Air. Sampson enlisted in

the army, AAdien Silas Cf Schofield Avas appointed postmaster in

his stead, and the office Avas removed to his residence, Avhere it

remained fourteen years, Avhen he resigned and Albert G. Oleson

Avas ai>pointed liis successor. He removed the office on section

21, and opened a small store of general provisions, which he kept

until 1879. The office Avas discontinued many years ago.

A history of Christiana settlement appears elseAvhere.

CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP.

Castle Rock toAvnship receives its name from a peculiar geo-

logic formation Avithin its borders, uoav in ruins, which is

deserilmd earlier in this Avork. The township is situated in the

southern part of Dakota county. It is bounded on the north by

Empire, on the east by Hampton, on the south by Sciota and

AVaterford, and on the Avest by Eureka.

The toAvnship Avas formed by the board of county commis-

sioners, at Hastings, April 6, 1858. It consisted, as at present,

of toAvnship 113 north, range 19 west of 5th principal meridian.

The surface of the toAAm is moderately rolling. Formerly

a large slough extended east and Avest, across the northern part

of the toAvn, but latterly it has become valuable hay land.

Another large slough in the southern part has also dried suffi-

ciently to have been converted into pasture and meadoAV.

The township is Avatered by the Little Vermillion river. It

rises in the noi’thern part, flows northeast and crosses the north

line of the toAvnship, about a half mile Avest of its northeast
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corner. A small branch rises rear the southeast portion of sec-

tion 12, flows northwest and empties into the larger stream

near the southwest corner of section 1. Another small stream

rises in the southern part of section 20. It flows southeast, cross-

ing the township line about eighty rods Avest of the southeast

corner of section 34. It empties its waters into Chub creek, a

mile beloAv. AVhen the town Avas first settled it contained three

groAms
;
one in the northeast part of the tOAAm, extending into

Hampton, Empire and Vermillion. This consisted principally of

oak, elm and ash timber, and AA'as formerly knoAAm as Virginia

grove. Another, in the Avestern part of the toAvn, called Poplar

grove, Avas several hundred acres in extent. Asi^en, Avith some

elm, oak, ash and soft maple, comprised its principal Avoods.

Little Poplar grove, in the southern part of the toAvn, con-

tained the same A'arieties of timber as those gKen above. These

groAms have been grubbed out to make Avay for farms until

their former extent has been greatly reduced.

The soil in the Avest and north iiarts of the tOAvnship is prin-

cipally a black loam, Avith a clay sub-soil. It continues of the

same character, nearly, in the south part also, Avith occasionally

a gravelly knoll. In the central and eastern portions of the

toAvnship the sub-soil is principally gravel. In the soutliAvest

portion, the surface is quite rolling, Avith numerous sandy knolls.

Occasionally sandstone crops out. A ridge extends northeast

and soutliAvest, through the central and eastern portions of the

toAvnship, containing both sandstone and limestone, Avhieh crop

out in places, the limestone forming the upper stratum. At
various places along the ridge, good stone quarries have been

developed.

The first settler in the tOAvn Avas T. P. BroAvn, Avho came early

in 1854, and made his claim in the soutliAvest quarter of section

1. His Avife Aims the first Avhite Avoman in the toAvn. He liAmd

there for some years, but sold his claim and settled in Le Seuer

county. His son-in-laAv, Benjamin Hai’riman, also came in Avith

Mr. BroAvn and made a claim near him. He changed his location,

once in the toAvnship, going a little north and Avest, and finally

left toAvn for iieAv fields. B. R. Morrison came not far from the

same time and made a claim of 160 acres, a mile long, east and

Avest, being the south half of the north half of section 1. Mr.

Morrison, like his predecessors, soon departed further Avest. Two
brothers, Dawson, Avere also early comers, but they eventually

settled in Hampton. One of them was shot in the hay-field in

1855. Pie attempted to draw a loaded gun from the hay wagon,

and received a Avound Avhich proved fatal a week later at his

home in Hampton. These parties Avere from Virginia, and

bequeathed that name to the grove, near AAdiich they settled.
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J. B. Stevens was the next actual settler, and came to the

township in June of 1854. He improved his claim and brought

his family to it in November. Hr. Stevens settled in the north-

east (piarter of section 18, Avhere he lived until he died. He was
an enterprising- man, and improved his early opportunities for the

aceunudation of a competence. On the death of Mrs. Stevens,

the homestead passed into the hands of the youngest son, Leonard

J. Stevens, who committed suicide by shooting himself iHarcli

22, 1881.

In the summer of 1854 Leonard Aldrich, with two others,

Alfred Bliss and Horace Boyce, made a claim in the northwest

quarter of section 20, where they harvested a crop of hay. They
then returned to Red Rock, Washington county, where for some

two years pr(‘vious they had resided. Leonard Aldrich bore a

prominent part in the affairs of the town. During the war he

raised a company of soldiers and ent('red the field as their cap-

tain. After the war he Avent to Lake Shetek, in iMurray county,

and served one term as county attorney and several as county

auditor.

When I\Ir. Aldi'ich returned from Red Rock, Avhieh he did in

February, 1855, he Avas accompanied by Alonzo Aid.rich, Horace

Boyce, Coleman Bennett, Samuel Hamden, Joseph FoAvler and

Alfred Bliss. Alonzo Aldrich made his claim in tlie northeast

(piarter of section 19. Colonel Bennett settled in the south-

Avest quarter of section 18, his land lying partly in Eureka. He
remained there a feAV years and later removed to Hastings.

Samuel Hamden staked a claim in the nortlnvest quarter of

section 19, and in 1867 lie sold and moved to a farm in section

8. Josepli FoAvler settled in the nortliAvest quarter of section 17.

In the spring of 1855 he sold his land to Peter Ayotte and Avent

liack to Red Rock, but returned in about a year and located

eighty acres in the soutliAvest cpiarter of section 3. Horace Boyle

made a claim lirst in tlie Avestern jiart of tlie tOAvn, but soon

sold it and located another in the nortlieast cpiarter of section

13. He soon sold this also and left the tOAvn.

The year 1855 saAV cpiite an increase in the population. Joseph

Harris canu' early in the spring of that year and located in the

soutliAvest quarier of section 17, Avhere he liA'ed uidil his death in

1869. William Moore settled on the southeast (piarter of that

section. Another settler of this year Avas George Tripp, Avho

made a claim Aidiere he IWed, in the southeast quarter of section

33. AndreAV Brout made his claim in the northeast quarter of

that section, Avhere he farmed 240 acres. Eli Jones came the

same year, but remained only a short time. B. H. Barnes located

a claim in the spring of 1855, in the nortliAvest cpiarter of section

18. After a £cav years he reniOA^ed to Ncav BrunsAAuck or Nova
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Scotia. John AYaldon came the same year and located near the

Potts’ estate; after a few years he settled in Eice county. Thomas
Wilson also made a claim in the southeast quarter of section 25,

where he lived several years, lie then took up his residence

in Northiield. 11. D. Child and Henry Douglass were also comers

of 1855. Child made his location in the southwest quarter of

section 35, but it was 1857 before he settled there. Douglass

took up the southeast cpiarter, really for T. C. Child, who settled

upon it in 1857, and long held it in ins possession. IMr. Douglass

made no real settlement in the town. David Harris came in

the fall of 1855, and settled on his present farm in the north-

east quarter of section 20. Alfred Bliss, Aviio located on the

southeast quarter of section 17, in tlie summer of 1854, sold this

property the succeeding year to Ditus Day. He lived Avitii Mr.

Day some tAvo years, and finally bought a home in the southeast

quarter of section 29. About tAvelve years later he remoAmd to

Meeker county. Mr. Day long held the original claim made
l)y Bliss. Eli Chapel also came in the fall of 1855, and made
his claim partly in sections 8 and 9. He lived on his claim until

iie Avas killed August 21, 1861. AVhile draAving grain from his

field, he Avas throAAm from his Avagon and his neck dislocated.

EdAvard Chapel came at the same time and made a claim just

south of Eli Chapel’s. In 1862, hoAvever, he Aveut to Cordora,

Le Sueur county.

AVarren AVilson and Alorse AIcNutt, brothers-in-laAV, made
claims also in 1855. After about eight years Mr. Wilson removed
to Stearns county; later he died at his home in Pope county.

Alorse AIcNutt remained only about a year, Avhen he remoAmd
to Hastings. John AIcNutt, father of Alorse, located in the

nortiiAvest cpiarter of section 25. In 1866 he removed to

Pope county, Avhere he died. AVhen he came to the tOAvn in

July, 1856, he Avas accompanied by his son-in-hiAV, Dr. T. C.

Potts, Avho continued to live on the Avest half of the claim made
l)y Air. AIcNutt, after the latter's removal. Dr. Potts practiced

medicine in the toAvn until his death in 1863.

Alany other settlers came into the toAAuiship in 1856, and
its groAvtli Avas gradually considerably accelerated. In the spring

of that year Calvin AI. Eice arrived, Avith Luther Eice, Jr., Nicho-

las Dubey, S. G. Odell, George AYoodAvorth, P. J. Kamery, and
Ecav AYilliam Sheldon. Air. Eice made his claim in the northeast

cpiarter of section 29, but after a fcAV years Avent to loAva.

Luther Eice, Jr., settled in section 30, but, in 1869, remoA^ed to

Hastings. Air. Dubey located on the nortlnvest cpiarter of sec-

tion 29, Avhere he died. S. G. Odell located on the nortlnvest

cpiarter of section 15. George AA'oodAvortli settled on the south-

Avest cpiarter of section 11. P. J. Kamery made his home in
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the iiortlnvest quarter of section 11. Rev. i\Ir. Sheldon, after

living- several years on the soiitlnvest quarter of section 21,

removed to Wisconsin.

Uriah and his son, L. R. Wellman, came in the spring of 1856,

Mr. Wellman, senior, locating in section 6, where he died, his

son making a home in the town until 1862, when he entered the

army. Jeremiah Sidwell also made a claim this year, in the

northeast quarter of section 35. He sold a part of the claim

to his brother. A. P. Martin located in the southeast qiiarter of

section 22. John Teachout came in the spring of this year and

resided on the southeast corner of section 9. A Mr. Vaughn
also came in the spring and settled on section 3, but after three

years returned to Ohio. Samuel Conkrite made a claim in sec-

tion 11, Avhere he liA'ed until the breaking out of the war, Avhen

he sold his laud and entered the field of Avar.

Seymour Foote, another settler of 1856, located on parts of

sections 3 and 10. lie soon bargained his claim to his brother.

Emanuel Stapf took a claim in section 2, and extended it

largely Ijy purchase. Michael Miller located the same year in

the northeast quarter of section 11, AAdiere he died. Rev. Mr.

Williams, a Presbyterian minister, made a claim in section 5,

during the summer of 1856, but never became a permanent settler.

Isaac Rease came in the spring of 1856 and located a claim

on the nortliAvest quarter of section 9. He soon sold this to

Eli Chapel and returned to Massachusetts.

M. I). Green settled in the toAvnship in the spring of 1857

on the southeast quarter of section 22. He Avas folloAved by still

others, but they came so late compared with the early groAvth of

the tOAvnship that mention of their names is not essential.

During the settlement in the western part of the toAvn consid-

erable feeling Avas aroused at various times by the “jumping of

claims.” Some hard Avords may have ensued, and possibly blows,

but the troubles Avere not of a very serious nature. Some Ger-

man settlers also came into the township at an early day, with

a vieAV of permanent location. But dissension, generated by

claim-jumping, drove them elseAvhere. The first blacksmith shop

in the tOAvn Avas put up by George Mosher, about 1858. It Avas

situated on the southeast quarter of section 8. He did little

business and maintained the shop only a feAV months, and later

moved to Northfield.

The first birth was that of Merritt, son of Mr. and Mrs.

Peter Ayotte. He Avas born in June. 1856. Willard, son of

Leonard and Hannah B. Aldideh, was born in September, 1856.

Harriet, daughter of David A. and Theodosia Harris, born October

1, 1856, was the first female child born in the toAvn. She married

C. G. Thyle. The first death was that of Elizabeth Harris. She
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was about fourteen ,years old and a sister of Harriet, just men-

tioned. She died aTout tlie middle of October, 1855. About a

week later another daughter of l\Ir. and Mrs. Harris died, and the

two were buried on the farm. The family had been in the town

but a short time when these sad events occurred.

The first marriage in the town was that of Samuel Hamden
and Lucy C. Stevens. Tliey were married Jidy 15, 1856, at the

house of tlie bride’s parents. They were married by John Van
Tloesen, justice of Hastings, and began housekeeping on the

groom’s claim in the northwest quarter of section 19. During

the rebellion Mr. Hamden entered the army, and returned with

his regiment at the close of the Avar. Tavo years later he bought

a farm in the northeast quarter of section 29, Avhere he made his

liojiie.

Another early marriage Avas that of Barney Stevens and

Martha J. Stoddard, April 12, 1857, at the home of the bride’s

mother, Mrs. Thomas Smith. They began housekeeping on the

groom’s claim in the soutlnvest quarter of section 8, Avhere they

lived for many years. Mr. SteA^ens served nearly three years in

the army during the rebellion.

Tlie first meeting for the organization of the toAvn Avas held

at the house of Leonard Aldrich, on section 20. The building

AAdiere this important event took place Avas a cheap frame struc-

ture, one story high, Avith a lean-to on one side. From seventy-

five to eighty persons Avere present and about sixty votes Avere

cast. At the precinct election in the autumn of 1857 some dis-

cussion arose on the sidiject of the name by Avhich the toAvn Avas

to be knoAvn. Some thought it desirable to call it after the

oldest man, Avhen there arose the difficulty of discovering the

indiAudual bearing such distinguished honor. Before this point

AAms settled, Peter Ayotte suggested the name of Castle Rock,

ndiich found immediate favor and Avas fortliAvith accepted and

adopted. Action Avas taken upon the by-laAvs for the future regu-

lation of the toAAUi, and the folloAving officers Avere elected for the

ensuing year: Leonard Aldrich, T. C. Child, L. R. AYellman,

supervisors; C. AI. Rice, clerk; Ariel AA^ellman, assessor; AVill-

iam More, collector
;
Ditus Day and T. P. BroAvn, justices of the

peace
;
William More and George AVoodAvorth, constables.

The supervisors met at the clerk’s office June 2, 1858, and
divided the toAAm into four road districts. No. 1 included sections

25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, 36. No. 2: 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,

22, 23, 24. No. 3: east half of 5, 8, 17, and all of 4, 9, 16, 19,

20, 21, 29, 30, 31, 32. No. 4: Avest half of 5, 8, 17 and all of 6.

7, 18. The OAu^rseers Avere George Tripp, of district No. 1 ;
George

Woodworth, of No. 2 ;
Peter Ayotte, of No. 3 ;

E. T. Barnum, of

No. 4. The annual meetings Avere held at the house of Leonard
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Aklric-li ;uitil 18G3, Avhen the meeting was held at the house of

Ditus Day. The first justice in the present limits of the town
was Joseph llari-is. He was appointed late in 1855, or early in

185(), ami served until his suecessoi" Avas elected in the fall of

1856. lie had formeily for many years tilled the same office

in Ohio, and served as justice here Avith reluctance. IloAvever,

the business in his office amounted to A'cry little, as may be

supposed, Avith the sparse settlement. lie settled in the toAvn

in the spring of 1855, made his claim in the soutliAvest (piarter

of section 17, but lived Avith his son on the northeast (piarter

of section 20 until he died September JO, 1869, in the eightieth

year of his age. He Avas buried in the cemetery belonging to the

tOAvn on the ea.st side of section 21.

Ditus Day tilled the office of toAvn clerk continuously since the

spring of 1859 to tin* eighties, exee])t tlie years 1868-9, Avhen he

Avas a member of the lioard of county commissioners.

Tlie folloAving is a copy of the minutes of a special meeting

held January 16, 1861, in accordance Avith a petition for the

same :

“Tlie meeting Avas called to order by the toAim clerk, and

George D. AVheeler Avas idiosen chairman. IMotion liy AY. K. Hen-

derson that Ave raise a bounty of ^100 for each neAV volunteer,

and ifoO to men already enlisted Avho haA'e families, and aaIio

are not in possession of forty acres of land, and Avere married

previous to the last call for volunteers. The motion Avas carried

unanimously. It Avas moved and seconded that the bonds to be

issued draAV 12 per cent interest annually, and be made payable

in one and Iavo years. Alotion carried.”

Bonds to the amount of !|;1,100 Avere issued by the board

at a session held January 21, 1861. They were in denomina-

tions of ^50 each, and made payable, one-half Apill 1, 1865, and

one-half April 1, 1866.

Another sjiecial toAvn meeting Avas held August 15, 1861, in

accordance Avith a petition from the people, for the purpose

of acting upon the matter of raising money for the giving of a

bounty of H^JOO to all Avho Avould enlist under the call of the

president, made July 18, 1861, for 500,000 troops. It Avas agreed

that the above-mentioned bounty be given to each man credited

to the toAA'ii, and bonds Avere issued at a subsequent meeting

of tlie toAvn board to the amount of $1,200 to meet the payments.

These bonds Avere made payable in one, tAVo, three and four years,

Avith interest at 12 per cent per annum. Subsequently the tax

levied upon the property belonging to those aaJio Avere in the

army Avas refunded to them by the toAvn.

The folloAving is a list of the principal early tOAvn officers,

except the first, Avhich have been already given, Avith the years of
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tlieir service. The cliairman of the l)oard of supervisors is given

first in the list for each year

:

1859—T. B. Brown, chairman; B. II. Barnes, clerk. 1860—Eli

Chapel, chairman
;
Ditus Day, clerk. 1861—J. L. Thompson,

chairman
;
Ditus Day, clerk. 1862—AY. E. Potts, chairman

;
Ditus

Day, clerk. 1863—AY. II. Johnson, chairman; Ditus Day, clerk.

1864—Gr. D. AAOieeler, chairman; Ditus Day, clerk. 1865—G. D.

AYheeler, chairman; Ditus Day, clerk. 1866—G. D. AYheeler,

chairman
;
Ditus Day, clerk. 1867—G. D. AAOieeler, chairman

;

Ditus Day, clerk. 1868—Edward Dampier, chairman
;

C. AA".

AA'atson, clerk. 1869—Edward Dampier, chairman; C. AY. AYat-

son, clerk. 1870—G. D. AYheeler, chairman; Ditus Day, clerk.

1871—S. Al. Slaight, chairman; Ditus Day, clerk. 1872—B. R.

Fellows, chairman; Ditus Day, clerk. 1873—G. D. AAJieeler, chair-

man
;
Ditus Day, clerk. 1874—J. G. AYoods, chairman

;
Ditus Day,

clei’k. 1875—Alonzo Aldrich, chairman; Ditus Day, clerk. 1876

—8. G. Odell, chairman; Ditus Day, clerk. 1877—Joseph Bat-

son, chairman; Ditus Day, clerk. 1878—Joseph Batson, chair-

man; Ditus Day, clerk. 1879—II. E. Otte, chairman; Ditus Day,

clerk. 1880—E. 1). Thompson, chairman
;
Ditus Day, clerk. 1881

—E. D. Thompson, chairman
;
Ditus Day, clerk.

The first school was taught in a log cabin erected for the

purpose. This building was 12x16 feet, and was located near the

quarter post on the Avest side of section 17. During the winter

of 1856-57, an Advent minister, by the name of AA'illiam Sheldon,

began the school and taught several Aveeks, hut, OAving to the

insubordination of some of the larger pupils, he resigned the

position. Ditus Day Avas then hired to finish the term, Avhich he

did, Avith such acceptance to the officers that they secured his

services for the folloAving Avinter.

The district at that time Avas Amry large and contained about

forty scholars, Avhich number Avas greatly increased a fcAV years

later. In the summer of 1857 the hoiAse Avas enlarged to tAAUce

its original size, and this building Avas used for tAvo years, Avhen

it Avas torn doAvn and a frame building Avas erected on the oppo-

site side of the road and a little further south, principally through

the efforts of J. B. Stevens and Eli Chapel. This Avas used a feAv

years, Avhen, OAviug to the diAUsion of the district, it Avas moved
about half a mile farther north, on to the farm of J. B. SteA^ens,

Avhere it continued to be used until 1862, AAdien a house Avas

Imilt on the nortliAvest corner of the northeast quarter of section

17. The second school Avas taught by a Aliss Ball, during the

autumn of 1858. The house, in size about 16x20, Avas the first

frame sehoolhouse built Avith public money in the toAvn, and

Avas located in the nortlnvest quarter of section 11. The district

Avas divided a feAV years later, Avhen the sehoolhoiAse Avas moved
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and located on the south side of the road near the center of sec-

tion 14. It Avas subsequently sold to the Baptist society for a par-

sonage and moved to the northeast quarter of section 16, to the

farm of A. A. Day. An addition Avas built and it Avas used as

a parsonage.

Anotlier early school Avas taught in the summer of 1861 by

Cornelia Cummings, afterAAmrds Mrs. Samuel Slaight. The school

Avas opened in the rear room of the house of Leonard Aldrich

in the nortlnvest quarter of section 20. In 1866, the district

erected a fiaime building al)out 18x26 feet.

The first religious services held in the tOAvn Avere conducted

l>y the Lev. AVilliam Sheldon, an Adventist, at the house of

Leonard Aldricli in the spring of 1856. He continued them

there, and then at Amrious private residences, until the school-

liouse Avas l)uilt in the district the folloAving Avinter, Avhen services

Avere conducted there irregularly for a year. A church organiza-

tion Avas then effected, and a series of nightly meetings Avere

lield for about tliree Aveeks, after Avhieh, for a time, serAuces

Avere held Aveekly at the schoolhouse and at private houses of

tlie mend)ers. The meetings then became irregular and ceased

altogetlier about the beginning of the rebellion.

During the Avinter of 1858 the Methodist denomination held

services at a sclioolhouse and at private houses under the auspices

of ReA^ Charles Smith, J. 0. Rich and others. Services Avere held

once in tAvo Aveeks, and Avere continued until almut the close of

the Avai-, Avhen they Avere conducted at Farmington.

The Baptist denomination began holding services once in two

Aveeks during the Avinter of 1858-59, under the preaching of

Rev. J. P. AVileox at the private houses in the community. Serv-

ices Avere also held principally at the schoolhouse, until the church

Avas built in the summer of 1874. An organization Avas effected

at the house of Leonard Aldrich, October 20, 1861, by Rev. J. P.

AYilcox and Rev. Lyon, Avith about a dozen members, in 1874.

The church Avas dedicated October 25, 1874.

Alarch 6, 1867, the Free AA^ill Baptist denomination formed a

churcli organization Avith eleven members. The ReA^ J. D. Batson

Avas the first pastor. The membership increased to fifty-tAvo in

1878, Avhen the church Avas divided and a neAv organization was

formed, liolding services at Haven Chapel in Seiota, near the line

betAveen the tAvo tOAvns of Seiota and Castle Rock, on the North-

field and Hastings road.

A German Evangelical church in section 2 Avas completed in

1866. One in section 20 Avas completed in 1876.

The first Sabhath-school organized in the toAvn Avas during

the summer of 1858, in DaAud Harris’ granary, Avith Ditus Day
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as supei’intendent, and a membership of thirty. It continued

only through that season.

The Poplar Grove Union Sabbath school tvas organized during

the summer of 1862. There were about forty-five pupils in attend-

ance and ^Yilliam Fowler was superintendent. The first two

years the school was conducted only during the .summer, after-

Avards through the entire year. Its membership increased and

it became a prosperous school, continuing to meet at the school-

house until the autumn of 1874, when the Baptist church was
dedicated and the sessions Avere transferred to that place.

At the annual toAAm meeting held April 7th, 1863, a commit-

tee Avas appointed to select a site for a public cemetery. A spe-

cial meeting Avas held June 9 folloAAung, to act upon their report.

The committee reported haA-ing selected six acres in the north-

east corner of southeast quarter of section 21, which could be

purchased for $5 per acre. The report of the committee Avas

accepted, measures Avere taken to secure the ground, and a

committee was appointed to prepare it for the purpose intended.

A surAmyor Avas employed, and the ground Avas laid out and

fenced. A Amult was constructed in 1872, at an expense of $2.50.

Previous to the establishment of the cemetery, the dead were

buried in different parts of the toAvn, on the farms of relatwes

of the deceased. A niunber of these bodies Avere remoA'ed and

placed in the public cemetery.

Prairie FloAver Grange Avas organized about 1874 as Prairie

FloAver Grange No. 120. It continued in operation seA'eral years,

with a membership of about fifty.

Vermillion post office was established early in 1856, and Leon-

ard Aldrich was appointed postmaster. He kept the office at his

house on the nortliAvest quarter of section 20 for nearly tAvo years.

AAffien E. J. Chewning Avas appointed and the office was moved
to his place July 15, 1858, and the name Avas changed to Castle

Eock. In the folloAA’ing October, Ditus Day took charge of the

office and held it until his resignation in 1866, when VTilliam

Norris Avas appointed. He kept the office in his house on the

southwest quarter of section 18 about a year, then resigned, and
Hugh SulliAmn, on the next farm south, received the appointment.

He kept the office until 1868, when it Avas moA’ed to Castle Eock
station, and Stillman Meeker Avas appointed. Other early post-

masters were Eoyal Plummer, Matthew Meeker and H. J. Curtis.

The name of the postoffice at East Castle Eock, was originally

South Hampton, and was established about 1858, with Uriah

Sherd as postmaster. He retained the office about seA^en years

at his house in the northwest quaider of section 30, then Jesse

Eice was appointed and the office moved to his place in Castle

Eock, in the southAvest quarter of section 36, with the name
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changed to East Castle Rock. He was succeeded by Leonard
Jolinson, and tlu' office was located at his house in the southwest

(juarter of section dti. lie held the office until 1873, when T. C.

Child was appointed and the office removed to his house in

the southeast corner of section 35.

Tlie Iowa and idinnesota division of the Chicago, klilwaukee

ami St. Paul railway extends across the township, running

through all of the western tier of sections. Castle Rock elevator

was luiilt in 180G, at a cost of about $12,000, by ^Y. P. Davidson,

of (St. Paul. In the fall of 1877, it was sold to Pratt and Robinson,

of Faribault, and in August, 1879, became the property of

.Matthew Meeker.

In 1807 a station was established here, and the elevator built

the year pi-evious was used as a depot. Stillman Meeker was
the first agent. The first store in town was built by Royal Plum-

mer in 18G8, and about a year later another Avas erected by
MatthcAV IMeeker. Later, AY. J. AVheeler conducted a general

store, Hugh (Sullivan a shoe shop, and James Badger OAVued the

blacksmith shop. The fii’st private house at the station Avas built

by Stillman Aleeker.

FolloAving is a list of the Civil AATu- veterans accredited to

Castle Rock tOAvnship in the adjutant-general’s report:

Alonzo Aldrich, Leonard Aldrich, Joseph L. Aldrich, John

Ashman, AVilliam A. Burroughs, OliAmr II. CroAV, R. J. CheAvning,

Albei’t Cha]>elle, Alfred A. Day, James Duff, James Alayson,

Ceorge Alarsli, Frank 0. Alillard, Charles P. Plummer, Henry
Pryor, Bartlett Plummer, C. M. Rice, Cushman Stevens, George

\V. Sacket, Barney Stevens, Noah C. Vanvalkenburgh, Frederick

Hyde, AA^illiam II. Smith, Richard B. Alorrill, Abraham ToAvn,

EdAvard Bluett, Henry D. Child, Silas Alills, AVilliam Riddle,

EdAvard R. Steele, LeAU E. Day, James C. Davison, Martin L.

Drmly, John C. Davis, AA^illiam FoAvler, Charles H. Gauman,

(Samuel Haraden, S. II. Higgins, S. II. Holmes, Thomas R. Hug-

gins, Gilbert AIcNutt, James E. AAMiittemore, Benjamin AVhitney,

Thomas AVilson, Alonzo IT. AA^ood, L. K. AA'illman, John Conerton,

Charles AI. Hatch, AlatheAv SulliA’an, AVilliam II. Case, Clark

Case, AAJlliam S. Hatch, EdAvard AVheeler, Joseph Alill, Joseph

Cook. Freeland A. Stevens, Hiram AA^. Vaughn, Benjamin Hoff,

Nicholas Alikel, John Teachout, James A. AAullson and John T.

Alorrison.

Castle Rock village has a population of about 100 people.

It is situated on the C., AI. & St. P. Raihvay, about tAventy-five

miles soAitliAvest of Hastings and six miles north of Northfield.

A Alethodist church is located here, and aside from this the

Aullage has a postoffiee, a grain elevator, a general store and a

blacksmith shop. It has the usual mail, express and telegraph
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service. C. L. Wood is postmaster and also manager of the

Dakota County Co-operative Co. J. A. Campbell runs the grain

elevator and C. A. Danner is the blacksmith.

East Castle Rock is a discontinued postoffieo, twenty miles

southwest of Hastings and four miles northwest of Randolph. It

is located in section 35, Castle Rock township.

. .RANDOLPH TOWNSHIP.

Randolph township received its name at the suggestion of

D. B. Hulbert, an early settler. AVhether the name was given

in honor of John Randolph, the distinguished Virginian states-

man, or whether it was given in honor of John Randolph, of

Roanoke, that romantic figure of Colonial Aurginia, is not known.

The township is situated in the southern part of Dakota

county, and is bounded on the north by Castle Rock and Hamp-
ton, on the east by Goodhue county, and on the Avest by Sciota.

It is separated from Goodhue county, on the south, by the Can-

non river, Avhich floAvs through sections 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,

14 and 18. Chub creek also enters the town in section 7. Pass-

ing in an easterly direction through that section and section 8, it

takes a southeasterly course, and empties into the Cannon in the

soutliAvest cpiarter of section 9. The surface of the town is princi-

pally rolling prairie. The soil being sandy in its nature, and Avith

a sandy sub-soil. The soutliAvestern portion of the tOAA'ii, along

the banks of Chub creek, is Avell timbered, Avhile in sections 2,

3 and 11 there is a range of high bluffs.

John Richmond came to this toAvnship in Alay, 1854, from

Rockford, 111., AA'here he had resided one year, Avorking at his trade

of stone-mason. He landed at Hastings Alay 1, having come by

steamer from Dubuque, loAva. After some land-hunting, he chose

the soutliAvest quarter of section 9 for a permanent home. Dur-

ing the summer. Air. Richmond secured a quantity of hay and

procured lumber Avith Avhich to build him a house. He then

Avent to Ohio for some stock, and returned late in the fall Avith

thirty coavs. But a sad misfortune had Ausited him in his absence.

The prairie fires had SAvept OA'er the toAvnship and devoured

his stores of hay and lumber. ITidiscouraged, and Avith the

spirit of a genuine pioneer, he at once began to prepare a place

for the reception of his family. He made an exeaAmtion sixteen

feet square in the hill-side and cut logs out of AA’hich to construct

a front and roof. The roof Avas covered Avith sods, and the front

tightly chinked. A blanket seiwed for a door, and a piece of

cotton tacked OA^er a hole, tAvo feet scpiare, constituted the only

AvindoAV. Into this “home,” they called the “dug-out,” Air.

Richmond moA^ed his family the 1st of December. This little
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group eonsi.sted of one daughter, Kosetta, aged fourteen, and

four sons, all younger. Kosetta is said to have been the first

Avhite lady in the toAvn. She lived in the “dug-out” six months

Avithout seeing hut one of her OAvn sex.

i\lr. Kiehmond’s cattle subsistetl through the Avinter hy broAVS-

ing, t'xcept that eighteen of them Avere kept, a part of the season,

hy some one in Hastings. The folloAving summer a residence Avas

built of logs, on the hill, split logs being used for a roof. The

roof leaked badly, hoAvever, and on extreme occasions an extra

roof Avould lie made of the bed, until that, too, succumbed to the

watery element. The “dug-out” Avas occupied Aviuters, for sev-

eral years. In the fall of 1855 a door Avas made, and the cotton

AvindoAV gaA^e place to one of glass. It Avas here that the second

marriage in the toAAUi Avas celebratetl, that of Rosetta Richmond

and David II. IMorrill. They Avere married hy ReA^ J. R. Barnes,

Tlareh 11, 1857.

Richard Morrill settled in Randolph, in 1854, or at least

located a claim here, in the fall of that year, on section 8. He
came to Point Douglas in August from Bludlsburg, Wis., and the

folloAving April settled his family on the claim. The previous

Avinter he had bought lumber at St. Paul and erected a temporary

hut, in the spring, Avhich the family oemipied until fall. A large

frame house Avas then built, 20x32 feet. On one occasion IMr. and

Mrs. Morrill entertained tAvelve Sioux Indians for the night.

They had tAvo ChippeAva scalps, over Avhich they Avere rejoicing

greatly: yet they Avere respeettfd and departed in due season.

I). B. Hulbert came from AYisconsin in IMay, 1855, and endeav-

ored to locate on section 10. Finding that the land had another

claimant, he made choice of the southeast quarter of section 9,

Mr. Hulbert Avas a member of the first town board and promi-

nent in all the early tOAvn affairs. In 1864 lie removed to

California.

In klay, 1855, ReA^ Charles Curran settled on the southeast

quarter of section 10. He startetl from Indiana Avith an ox team

the IMarch previous and spent tAvo Aveeks in Vermillion county,

Illinois. On arriving at his claim, he built a log house, 12x14

feet, using bark for a roof. Mr. Curran Avas identified Avith

the i-eligious intei'ests of the toAvn, haAong been connected Avith

Methodist conferences in Indiana. He preached the first sermon

in the tOAvn early in 1856. He lived in Randolph until 1864,

Avhen he became a resident of Hampton. He died at Northfield

September 22, 1868, Avhile returning home from a journey.

George II. Brooks accompanied Rev. Mr. Curran in 1855, and

laid claim to the northeast quarter of section 10. He held the

office of toAvn clerk for one year. In 1864 he remoAmd to

Hampton.
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]\lilesi Fatten also made a claim in the spring of 1855, embrac-

ing the southwest quarter of section 10. The following spring-

lie sold his land to Janies Hassen.

Another settler of 1855 was Alfred Hardy, who made a claim

partly on section 7 in Randolph and partly in Goodhue county.

He built his house in Randolph. In the fall of 1857 he visited his

old home in Merrimack county. New Ilampsliire, and never

returned to this township except to dispose of his property. He
was unable to resist the attraction of the granite hills, among

which he had l)een reared. James Jacobs, from AYisconsin, laid

claim, in the spring of 1855, to the northeast quarter of section 8.

In 1859 he removed to California, and died there in 1865. Noah
H. Kendall, from Hampshire county, Massachusetts, made a

claim of the southeast quarter of section 11. This Avas also in

1855, but he resided in Cannon Falls, Goodhue county, until 1857.

The Kendall family lived in Randolph until July, 1878, when
they returned to Cannon Falls. In the fall of 1855, Samuel Eddy,

from Ohio, settled on the northwest quarter of section 7. He Avas

identified Avith the early politics of the tOAvn, and served as first

assessor. After a fcAv years he removed to Sparta, AVis. Robert

Mings, from Beloit, AYis., located in section 3. In 1859 he mar-

ried Aliss Mary, daughter of James Bell, an early settler of Alar-

shan. Mr. Mings lived in tlie township seAmral years, Avhen he

removed to Alarshan. He died there, of small-pox, during the

“big storm” of January, 1873. J. S. Sheppard came from Ncav

York state and settled in the nortliAvest quarter of section 11. He
AAms elected to tAvo positions at the first toAvn election. He
remained in Randolph several year's. Joseph Daniels, of St.

Paul, made a claim in section 1. He never lived here, but had

100 acres of the land broken in the summer of 1855. He con-

tinued to hold it until 1860, Avlien he sold it to a man named
Armstrong of St. Paul.

Ara Barton came here in the fall of 1855 from Ncav York
state. Being a brother-in-laAV of Mr. Dairiels, he took charge of

his Randolph property. Mr. Barton Avas the first chairman

of the toAAm board. In 1863 he enlisted and Avas captain of Com-
pany D of Brackett’s Independent Battallion. After the Avar,

he remoAmd to Northfield, Avhere he Avas later elected sherifi; of

Rice county, Avith residence at Faribault.

The first birth in the tOAVn Avas that of George, son of ]\Ir. and

Mrs. Kleeberger. He Avas born in April, 1856. The first mar-

riage Avas that of Charles Lewis, of Lewiston, and Mai-y, daughter

of Richard Morrill, of Randolph. The ceremony Avas performed

at the house of Mr. Morrill December 31, 1856, Rev. J. R. Barnes

officiating.

At a meeting of the county board, held April 20, 1858, the
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town of lOchmoiul was formed and so named in honor of John

JOelunond, the first settler Avithin its limits. It consisted of all

in the county of toAvnship 112, range 18 west. The meeting for

the election of town officers Avas appointed i\lay 27, 1858, at the

sclioolhouse in district No. 29. At a session of the county board,

lield September 18, 1858, it aauas found necessary to change the

name of the ncAV tOAvn, as there AA'as another llichmond in the

state. It AA'as decided to call the town 'Wheatland. At the next

session authorities sent notice that the name of the toAA'ii must

again be changeAl, as Wheatland Avas a toAA'ii in Rice county.

1). l’>. llulbei't suggested that Randolph be giA’en to the toAA'ii.

Randolph AA’as accordingly adopted.

On the day of JMay 11, 1858, the legal voters met at the

house of D. B. llulbert, on section 9, for the purpose of duly

oi'ganizing the tOAvn, according to the provisions of the state legis-

lature enacted in 1857-58. 1). B. llulbert Avas elected moderator,

ami J. L. Armington, clerk. The name of the tOAvn Avas Amted on,

and Richmond received a majority of the votes cast. This Avas

all the recorded business. At the next meeting, iMay 27, 1858,

1). B. llulbert, Ara Barton and Richard Morrill Avere constituted

judges of election and J. 1 j. Armington, clerk. Toavii officers

Avere then balloted for, Avith the folloAving result: Ara Barton,

1). B. llulbert, Richard i\Iorrill, supervisors; J. L. Armington,

clerk: Levi C. llilhnan and William Velie, justices; Samuel Eddy,

assessor; J. S. Sheppard, collector; J. S. Sheppard and IT. H.

Velie, constables; Charles Curran, overseer of poor; Noah Ken-

dall, roadmaster.

The tolloAving gentlemen Avere early officers of the tOAvn

:

1859—Ara Barton, chairman; J. L. Armington, clerk. I860

—

D. B. llulbert, chairman; J. L. Armington, clerk. 1861—W. Pax-

ton, chairman; Samuel Eddy, clerk. At this tOAA-n meeting,

held April 2, 1861, Samuel Eddy and II. H. Velie each received

the same number of Amtes for toAvn clerk, and at the first meet-

ing of the toAvn board, April 13, Samuel Eddy Avas appointed to

that position. 1862—DaA'id H. Morrill, chairman; II. II. Velie,

clerk. 1863—David H. iMorrill, chairman; D. B. llulbert, clerk.

1864—Charles Curran, chairman; G. II. Brooks, clerk. 1865

—

G. AV. lYnniman, chairman
;
E. D. BarloAA^ clerk. 1866—G. AA’".

Penniman, chairman; Charles Smith, clerk. 1867 — Charles

Smith, chairman
;

J. AV. Hasson, clerk. 1868—Charles Smith,

chairman
;
P. E. Penniman, clerk. 1869—Charles Smith, chair-

man
;
Stephen Mallet, clerk. 1870—R. B. Alorrill, chairman; J. E.

Jenkins, clerk. 1871—D. II. Morrill, chairman; J. E. Jenkins,

clerk. 1872—D. H. Alorrill, chairman
;
J. E. Jenkins, clerk. 1873

—Charles Smith, chairman; J. E. Jenkins, clerk. 1874—Eli

EllsAvorth, chairman; J. E. Jenkins, clerk. 1875—Eli Ellsworth,



J IISTORY OF DAKOTA COUATY i31

cliairnian; J. E. Jenkius, clerk. 1876—Charles Smith, chairman:

J. E. Jenkins, clerk. 1877—AVilliam H. Foster, chairman; J. E.

Jenkins, clerk. 1878—Janies II. Abbott, chainnan; J. E. Jen-

kins, clerk. 1879—James II. Abbott, chairman; J. E. Jenkins,

clerk. 1880—Charles Smith, chairman; J. E. Jenkius, clerk.

During this j'ear J. E. Jenkins removed to Hastings, and

B. McElrath was appointed clerk. 1881—Charles Smith, chair-

man; B. McElrath, clerk.

In the early spring of 1858 a log schoolhouse was built on

the northeast rjuarter of section 9, being the first schoolhouse

built within the limits of this towm. The first term of school

taught in the town was in this house, by Annie Clifford.

This district, embracing the ivhole of towmship 112, range 18,

in the county, continued until 1867, wdien some dissatisfaction

arose among the inhabitants, and it was thought best to divide it.

Thereupon the central portion of the town formed a joint district

with the southern part of Hampton, the eastern portion joining

the Cannon Falls district in Goodhue county, and the Avestern

part forming district 83. They procitred of William Smith,

of Hamilton, an old schoolhouse in Avhich the first school in that

town was taught, and moved it to the soutlnvest corner of section

31. Amelia Lemen tvas engaged to teach during the summer
of 1857, but the school had been in session only a fetv Aveeks

Avhen the house Avas burned, AAdiich Avas su])]msed to l)e the

Avork of an incendiary. A rough board shanty Avas soon erected,

Avhere Miss Lemen finished her term, ami tluring the fall a neAV

schoolhouse Avas erected on the nortliAvest corner of section 3.

Another early district Avas formed as a joint district Avith

Sciota, and Stanton, of Goodhiie county, to embrace the south half

of section 12 Avith section 13, and the north half of section 21,

in Sciota toAvnship, the north half of section 18, Stanton tOAvn-

sliijA, and three-fourths of 5, Avith sections 6, 7 and 8, in Randolph

toAvnship. A schoolhouse Avas built in June, 1867, at a cost of

S150. Bonds Avere issued for this amount, to I)ear 10 per cent

interest, due in tAvo years, AAdiich the members of the district

took, paying for them face value. The first school taught in

the district Avas in the summer of 1867.

The first public religious service held in this tOAvn Avas at

the house of Richard IMorrill, in the spring of 1856, Rcav Charles

Curran, a local preacher of the Methodist denomination, officiat-

ing. He continued to hold seiwices at the place every Sabbath

until the fall of 1857, at AAdiich time the I\Ieth odist Episcopal

Conference assigned the tOAvn to the Cannon Falls Circuit, and

gave the charge to the Rua^ ]\Ir. Hitchcock. In the summer of

1858, he organized a class of about tAventy-tAvo members. A
Sunday-school Avas organized in connection Avith this society.
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early in 1856, at the house of Mr. Morrill, and sessions were
continued in this place until the schoolhouse was built in 1858,

wliere tliey rvere afterwards held. The church and school con-

tinued to prosper, and increase in members and interest until

the war brock out, Avhen, for a time, all religious services were

discontinued.

A cJiurch Avas organized at LeAviston, Sciota toAvnship, by J. R.

Barnes, Congregationalist, some time in 1858 or 1859, and con-

tinued there until LcAA'iston l)eeaine a “thing of the past,” when
for a Avhile they Avere Avithout any regirlar services. In 1870,

the ineiul)ers of tins church united Avith a feAV from Randolph

tOAvnshijA, and orgainzed a church, with Rbau Mr. Morrill, of

Cannon Falls as their pastor, Avho continued to have the charge

until 1874. After his departure, an appointment was made
for this place by the Metliodist Episcopal Conference, and Rba^

David Higgins Avas assigned to preach there every tAvo weeks.

He Avas succeeded by Rev. Ezra Tucker and he by Rev. Sias

Bolles and in 1880 Rev. W. II. Soules took the charge as pastor.

A sunday-school Avas organized in connection with this church,

in 1870, as a uinon school, and they haA^e held regular sessions

every sal)bath.

The cemetery is the property of the tOAvn, and is under the

control of the tOAvn board. It is situated in the northeast quarter

of section 8, and the nortliAvest quarter of section 9, and contains

al)Out three acres. The land Avas donated by D. H. Morrill and

J. W. Penniinan. The first interment made in this ground was

that of a JMiss Reinhardt, of Hampton; the second Avas Mrs. James

Ilassau, aaJio died in December, 1857, which was the first death

Avithin the limits of this toAvn. This cemetery Avas for a time

enclosed with the farm of Air. Penniman. In 1877 it was enclosed

by a Avire fence, and in 1879 was surrounded by shade trees.

In 1858 or 1859 the Velie brothers came to this township from

Sciota <ind erected a sawmill on Chub creek, locating it on the

southeast of the northwest quarter of section 9, putting up a

frame building, 16x40 feet, Avith one upright saw. They operated

this mill until they entered the army in 1862, when the property

Avent to Mr. Richmond, on whose land it was sitnated. It was

soon after moAmd to section 7 by D. IT. Alorrill and used as a

barn.

A cheese factory Avas built in 1871 by Eli EllsAvorth, and

located on his farm in southeast quai’ter of section 10. It Avas in

operation for five or six years but, not proving a financial suc-

cess, was abandoned.

PolloAving is a list of the Civil War veterans accredited to

Randolph toAAmship in the adjutant-general’s report:

J. L. Armington, William H. Poster, James Plassan, Albert
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Beach, Alfred Parks, Cicero Eichmond, Stewart P. Eidiiiiond,

Ara Barton, Seneca Eichmond, Josiah E. Brooks, Ephriam P.

Brooks, George Foster, James E. Jenkins, Ira S. Shepard, Eben

B. Higgins and William Madden.

Randolph village has a population of about 150 and owes its

importance to the immense amount of passenger traffic that passes

through its station, furnishing a large restaurant trade. It is on

the C., G. AY. and C., AI. & St. P. railways, twenty-two miles

southwest of Hastings and six miles west of Cannon Falls. It

has tAvo grain elevators, tAvo hotels, a postoffice and a Alethodist

cdiui-Ldi. Among the business houses are: Hotels and restaurants

—Jerome L. Johnson; AA'estern Hotel (John V. Kaufman)
;
Silas

Eyan. General store—Dakota County Co-operatKe Co. (Charles

Crandall, president; R. B. Alorrill, secretary). Blacksmith

—

August A. Hedke. Aleats—Hughes & Son (Samuel and Albert).

Grocer—LeAvis R. Alillef. Lumber—North Star Lumber Co.

(Tyner & AIcElrath, agents). Grain elevator and fuel—John

Tyner and AYilliam AIcElrath, partners.

BURNSVILLE TOWNSHIP.

Burnsville tOAvnship received its name from AYilliam Burns,

an early settler. Patrick and Thomas Burns Avere also early

settlers.

As originally established, the toAvnship included Avithiu its

boundaries, all of tOAAmship 115, range 20 and all in county of

115, 21, 5, and all in county of 27, range 24, 4. Subsequently

Lebanon Avas formed by taking off from said tOAvnship all of

toAAmship 115, range 20, east of a line draAvn north and south

through the center of sections 8, 17, 20, 29 and 32. The first boun-

dary Avas established at a session of the county board held April

6, 1858. The regular organization of the town Avas effected

Alay 11, 1858. Its present geographical boundaries are as fol-

loAA's ; On the north by the Alinnesota river, east by Eagan and

Lebanon, south l)y Lakeville, Avest by Scott county.

The surface of the toAvn from the lUA^er on the north, extending

through the toAAm from eighty to 160 rods in width, the land

is very level, and in some places marshy. The dryer portions

make fine meadoAvs and pasture lands
;
to the south of this tract

it becomes more rolling, and the northeastern part quite bluffy.

Extending to the south through the toAvn Ave find liills, dales

and A’alleys. Upon the arriAml of the first settlers the surface

Avas coA'ered Avith timber, mostly what Avas knoAvn as oak open-

ings, but as the country has groAvn older a large portion of Avhat

Avas not improved and placed under cultivation has sprung up
Avith a thick covering of second groAvth. Alany first-class farms
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with hue improvemeuts are the result of the persevering industry

of the pioneers of the town.

The drainage of the town is hue, with the Minnesota river

on the north, with a long slough extending from near the center

of section 13, parallel with the river through portions of sec-

tions 24, 23, 26, 22, 27, reaching to the center of section 28. On
the east, between Burnsville and Lebanon, we hnd the irregular

formed lake of Aliniagner, located in sections 20 and 29. In the

southeast corner of the town lays the large and l)cautiful Crystal

lake, located in sections 31, 32 and 36, a small portion extending

into Lakeville. The primitive name given to this lake by the

Indians Avas “l\Iinne Elk.” At the time when the government

survey Avas made its clear shining surface led to the adoption of

its present name.

This lake occupies about 600 acres of ground. Located in the

Avestern part, it has a tine island of over tAventy acres, called

”i\Ia])le Isle,” covered Avith a dense undergroAvth. The shores

of the lake are dry, sandy and pebbly. It abounds Avith the best

of fish. ^Some very large pike and pickerel are taken from its

shining Avaters.

During the early days, Avhen this country Avas the home of the

‘‘red man” this lake Avas a great resort for deer, as Avell as the

Indian, and Avithin the recollection of the earliest settlers of the

county large l)ands pitched their tents on its shores. At the

Avest end of the lake is a higli hill, Avhieh rises oA^er 300 feet,

called by the early settlers ‘‘Buck Hill.” From the top of this

high eminence the Indians Avould Avatch the deer as they came to

drink from the cool Avaters of the lake. By common consent,

the name has been changed to ‘‘School Hill,” being located in

school section 36. At the north of this lake, in sections 25 and

30, Ave find a small lake called Middle lake, occupying aboiAt

fifty acres. To the Avest of this are sections 25 and 26, Avhere aa"c

find ‘‘Lake Earley,” a long, narroAV lake nestled among the hills,

so named from one of the first settlers, AVilliam Earley, aaOio set-

llcd on its Avestern shore in 1854. These, Avith some small streams

and springs, make up the drainage of the toAAui. The soil is

merely of a loamy nature, Avith a Avhite and red clay SAib-soil.

Avcll adapted to the cultivation of Avheat; in fact, all grains and

grasses do Avell under a good state of cultiAmtion.

The first settlers in the tOAvn Avere John AIcCoy Martin,

Patrick and Thomas Buiais, DaAud Nixon and John AVoodrutf, in

1852. The folloAving year came AA^illiam Burns and family from

Canada, and settled in the nortliAvestern part of the tOAvn. In

1854 Francis NeAvell and family, from Chicago, came and set-

tled near Crystal lake. Patrick Harkins and AA". Earley settled

near Avhat is knoAvn as Lake Earley. Other settlers gathered
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in from time to time, making their claims and with the enterprise

that characterized those early settlers soon made that wild, rough

country present a far ditferent appearance.

Y'ith the early settlers came the desire for religious services,

the first of which were held in the house of AYilliam Burns, in

1853, by Father Eavoux, then parish priest of Mendota. The

first birth was that of Kate Kearney, daughter of James Kearney,

in 1854. The first marriage was Janies Lynn to Miss Ellen

Eonan in 1856. Tlie ceremony was performed by Father Eavoux.

The first death was that of Mr. O'Hare, father of Mrs. McCoy,

in 1854. The year following, Francis Newell. Both ivere buried

in a little grove on the top of wliat was known as Tepee hill,

a spot of ground which had been used by the Sioux as a burial

ground. The first school was taught in the house of John AleCoy

by John McMullen, in 1856. In tlie meantime, a log schooliiousc

was erected on a corner of Air. AleCoy’s land, and in 1857 a school

was taught in it by Andrew Carberry. The district ivas organ-

ized the same year, and comprised the whole town of Burnsville.

The first clerk was Patrick Lynch, with John AIcCoy for director

and treasurer. This building served its purpose until 1867, when
a house was erected in section 23, on the farm of C. O’Neil, at an

expense of almut $250. The district was numbered 16 in 1862,

Avhen by an act of the legislature all the districts of the state Avere

renumbered.

Another early school building Avas erected on land donated

by Thomas Hogan, Avho Avas a Avarm friend to masters of educa-

tion. The first schoolhouse on the land Avas a small frame house

built about 1862, but Avas replaced in 1879 by a fine large house,

28x22. The “St. John's Catliolic Society’’ Avas organized in 1854

Avith ten families, under tlie ministration of Eca’. Father Thomas
AIcAIannis. The first house of Avorship Avas built of logs, near

the site of the neAV one, Avas commenced in 1854, but not completed

until 1855.

FolloAving Father AIcAIannis came Father D. J. Fisher. Dur-

ing his ministry in 1862, a fine parsonage Avas built, the main
jiart 20x24, Avith Aving 16x24. A Imautiful church, situated in

a fine gi-ove of maples, Avas erected during the ministry of Father

SteAmns, built of Avood, 40x75 feet, Avith toAver and steeple reach-

ing upAvard 100 feet.

The records of the toAvn from the date of organization until

1860 Avere destroyed, if kept at all. The first officers of the toAA'u

do not appear. At the date of its organization it Avas named
in honor of AYilliam Burns, the father of the seAmral sons, located

in and ad.joining the tOAvn. The first meeting of Avhich Ave liaAm

record Avas held April 3, 1860, at the house of James Kearney,

AA’hen the folloAving toAvn officers Avere elected, viz. ; Thomas
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Burns, cliairmau
;
Thomas Hogan and Patrick Harkins, super-

visors; Michael Connelly, clerk.

A special town meeting was called June 20, 1860, and a tax

of -iilOO Avas voted for the current expenses of the town. At
the same meeting S. NcAvell was elected poor-master and Patrick

Hynes, assessor.

At a special election called soon after to vote on the sul)ject

of erecting the county Imildings at Hastings, the vote of Burns-

ville AAUis as follows: Thirty-four against and none for. At the

state election in the fall, 1860, the election of Burnsville was

called November 6, at the house of James Kearney, and the fol-

lowing ])residential electors Avere A’oted for: C. C. AndrevA^s,

AV. A. Connan, Joseph AVeiman and B. Branklin
;
representatives,

Stephen Miller and AV. Pfeonder; clerks, AA". Thompson and

Cliarles AleClure
;
state auditor, A. C. Alclllrath

;
clerk of supreme

court, J. J. Noha. The Avhole number of votes cast Avas forty-

seven. For the amendment to the constitution forty votes Avere

cast. For senator, S. E. Eaton received forty-six
;
for represen-

tative, George Chamlierlain received forty-six
;
for county auditor,

J. C. Aleloy receivmd forty-six AUtes
;
for county commissioner,

AA". B. Leach and G. F. Ackley, of the fifth district, received forty-

six votes. On the subject of locating county buildings at Pine

Bend, the vote Avas seventeen for and tAventy-seven against. On
the subject of changing the boundary lines betAveen Dakota and

Scott, the Aute Avas forty-three against. The next annual meeting

Avas called April 2, 1861, a tax of $230 Avas voted for current

expenses, and the folloAving officers elected : Thomas Hogan,

chairman; Jerry Sweeney and Jerry Dillon, supervisors. In

1862 a tax of Iavo mills Avas voted for current expenses
;
Thomas

Hogan, chairman; Patrick Hynes and Peter Fahey, supeiwisors.

At the annual election of 1863 a tax of tAvo mills Avas Auted for

current expenses. The officers Avere Thomas Hogan, chairman,

Avith Patrick Hynes and Peter Fahey, su]>ervisors. In 1864 a

tax of tAVO mills Avas voted for current expenses. Thomas Hogan
Avas elected chairman, Charles O’Neil and Terrence McGovern,

supervisors. In 1865 a tax of .$100 for current expenses was

voted. A s])ecial tax of $100 Avas voted for extra Avork done on

roads in 1864; also a tax of 50 cents on each $100 for roads and

bridges. Thomas Hogan Avas elected chairman; Jerry Dillon and

J. Connelly, supervisors.

In 1866 a tax of $100 Avas voted for current expenses, and

50 cents on each $100 for roads. Officers elected were Thomas
Hogan, chairman; Peter Fahey and Lawrence Thornton, super-

visors. For 1867 a tax A\ms Auted of $200 for ciArrent expenses,

and 50 cents on each $100 for roads. Officers elected Avere Thomas



HISTOKY OF DAKOTA COUNTY 437

Hogan, chairman; Charles McDevitt and Patrick Foley, super-

visors; Michael Connelly, clerk and justice.

In 1868 a tax of three mills was voted for the current expenses

of the town and 50 cents on each $100 for roads and bridges.

Officers elected were Thomas Hogan, chairman
;
Peter Foley and

Charles McDevitt, supervisors. For 1869 a tax of two mills

was voted for current expenses, 50 cents on each .$100 for roads

and bridges. Officers elected were Thomas Hogan, chairman;

Peter Foley and James Connelly, supervisors.

In 1870 a tax of one mill was voted for current expenses and

50 cents on each -$100 for roads and bridges. Officers elected

were Patrick Moran, chairman; Charles McDevitt and John

Sheridan, supervisors. For 1871 a tax was voted of two mills

for town purposes and 50 cents for roads. Officers elected were

Patrick Moran, chairman; Peter Foley and Thomas Butler, super-

visors. In 1872 a tax of two mills was voted for current expenses

and 50 cents on each $100 for roads. Officers elected were Pat-

rick Moran, chairman; Peter Foley and Thomas Butler, super-

’\Jsors. In 1873 a tax of two mills was voted for town pui’iDOses

and 50 cents for each $100 for roads. Officers elected were

Peter Foley, chairman; P. Harkins and AY. Kennelly, super-

visors. For 1874 a tax of two mills was voted for current expenses

and 50 cents for each $100 for roads. Officers elected were Peter

Foley, chairman
;
P. Harkins and AAh Kennelly, supervisors. For

1875 a tax of two mills was voted for current expenses and 50

cents for each $100 for roads. Officers elected were Jerry

Sweeney, chairman; P. Harkins and John O’Brien, supervisors.

For 1876 a tax of two mills was voted for current expenses and

one mill for roads and bridges. Officers elected were Peter

Foley, chairman; P. Harkins and. -Jerry Dillon, sui^ervisors. For

1877 a tax of one mill was voted for town purposes and one

mill for roads. Officers elected were Patrick Gallagher, chair-

man; Timothy O’Regan and Alichael AA^elch, supervisors. For

1878 a tax was voted of one mill for current expenses and one-

half mill for roads and bridges
;
also a land road tax of 25 cents

on each $100. Officers elected were Patrick Gallagher, ehairman;

M. AA^elch and Patrick Harkins, supervisors. For 1879 a tax of

one and one-half mills for current expenses and one mill for

roads and bridges. Officers elected were Patrick Aloran, chair-

man; Charles McDevitt and AI. AA^elch, supervisors.

For 1880 a tax was voted on one and one-half mills for current

expenses and one mill for roads and bridges. Officers elected were

Patrick Aloran, chairman; Charles AleDevitt and AI. ANeleh, super-

visors; John H. Delaney, clerk. At the annual meeting held in

1881 a tax was voted of one and one-half mills for current

expenses and two mills for roads and bridges. Officers elected
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were Fatriek ^loran, chairman; Charles McDevitt and M. AYelch,

supervisors; J. IF Delaney, clerk.

The first I'oad established in the town was the old territorial

road known as the >St. Paul and hUiakopee road, opened about

1833. The first town road opened south from the center of sec-

tion 15, hearing- southeast to Crystal lake and leaving the town

J’rom section 32, known as the Lakeville and Shakopee road.

What is now known as the Chicago, St. Paul, IMiuneapolis and

Omaha railroatl runs through the town. This road was first

chartered as the Alinnesota A^alley liailroad Company Alarcli 4,

18(14. The road Avas constructed and put into operation from

St. Paul to St. James in November, 1870. The different branches

of this road Avere consoliAlated October 1, 1879, under the title

of the St. Paul and Sioux City railroad. In the summer of 1880,

the road passed into the hands of the present corporation.

An early merchant Avas John Berrisford, a native of England.

He first embarked in the mercantile business in “Credit River”

toAvnship, Scott county, Avhere he remained for a time, Avhen he

conceived the idea that this point Avoidd be a good position for a

store. In 1872 he came to this point and erected his store, 20x32

feet, Avith a Aving, 24x24 feet, at the junction of the St. Paul

and Shakopee and Lakeville and Shakopee roads.

An early hotel Avas kept by LeAvis Judd at Crystal lake, on

the north shore of the lake, on Avhat Avas knoAvn as the NeAvell

estate.

An incident in the history of the tOAAUi is related, Avhieh merits

more than a passing notice. In 1863 a sad event occurred, by

Avhich a life Avas lost and the community Avas filled Avith sadness.

A dispute ai'ose betAveen some of the settlers in relation to a piece

of meadoAV land located in the noi'thern part of the toAvn. James

Odiare claimed the land by right of a tax title. James Norman
and Thomas Kearney claimetl it on the same grounds, and Avere

engaged in moAving the grass, klr. OTIare had ordered them off

from the land, but they refused to go. Mr. OTIare armed himself

Avith a gun and still continued his demajid for them to leaAm.

They still refusing, many hard Avords passed, and they imdertook

to drive him aAvay Avith their forks, Avhen he, OTIare, shot at them

and killed Kearney on the spot. He reloaded his gun to shoot

NeAvman, but he escaped. O’Hare fied the country, and remained

for some time, but finally returned and delivered himself up

and stood his trial, and was acquitted on the ground of self-

defense. Mount Calvary cemetery, located in section 15, was

first consecrated to its use in 1859. It is a beautiful shady spot

of tAvo and one-half acres, OAvned and controlled by the St.

John’s clmrcli.

FolloAving is a list of the Civil War veterans accredited to
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Burnsville in the adjutant-general’s report: IMiehael Connelly,

John Foley, Patrick Melony, James Monahan, James MeCay,

Thomas McDonough, James Nash, George Stewart, John Sibery,

James JMcCanny, James Gammon, John Ledwidge, Dennis Shovlin,

George Stitt', AVilliam Walsh.

EMPIRE TOWNSHIP.

Empire township received its name from Empire, N. Y., the

native place of Mrs. A. J. Irving, wife of one of the early settlers.

As early in the history of the county as 1854, Alidon Amidon,

N. Amidon and C. R. Rollms made claims on the Vermillion river,

on sections 29 and 30, on the line of the St. Paul and Northfield

road. The same year on section 24, on the St. Paul and Cannon

Falls road, near the Vermillion river, L. Fish, Thomas Laird and

E. P. Whittier made claims. Two hotels were opened at this

point in 1855, one on each side of tlie river. This point Avas called

Empire City, though no plat Avas made of the land. A post-office

Avas established here. The Amidon settlement bade fair to be-

come quite a village. A store Avas opened by N. Amidon in 1857,

Avho aftei’Avards transferred his interest to N. E. Slack. James

Tuttle opened the next store in Avhat Avas knoAvn as the Barkaloe

house, Avhich had been used as a hotel. Alidon Amidon erected

his house on the north side of the riA’er, Avhich he opened as a

hotel in 1860, and did a rushing business prior to the building of

the railroads. The early settlers began to gather in and make
claims near this point, and the prospect bid fair of its becoming

quite a settlement, Avhich induced K. N. Guiteau and Co. to lay

out and plat the soutliAvest quarter of section 29, and name it

Dakota City. It Avas said this Avas finely platted on paper and

seA'eral lots Avere disposed of to eastern parties.

Among the early settlers Avere found the names of Ephraim
Fish, Avho located in section 22 in 1855. 81. B. Spearin made his

claim in sections 22 and 23 about the same year. In 1856 Rev.

J. 0. Rich made a claim of eiglity acres in the soutluvest quarter

of section 31, and labored for the spiritual interests of the people

of the tOAvn and different parts of the county as a member of the

M. E. IMinnesota Conference. G. H. AVhittier settled on the

northeast quarter of section 26 in 1856. A. J. Irving came to

Empire tOAvn from Illinois in 1855 and made a claim of the north-

Avest quarter of section 24. On the list of early settlers that set-

tled in this tOAAm and in Farmington prior to 1860, which accord-

ing to the constitution of the Dakota County Old Settlers’ Asso-

ciation constituted an old settler, are H. N. Hosmer, C. II. Brad-

ley, H. C. Wing, C. H. AVatson, G. H. AVhittier, S. V. R. Hendryx,

Jr., T. N. Berlin, Harriet AI. Judson, Caleb Smith, Asa Fletcher,
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-J. A. JUstoii, xVlbert Record, George AY. Porter, Albert AVhittier,

xV. 8. Bradley, xAra AA'ellman, L. AYellmaii, Jessie Ives and others.

In the early days when the hrst settlers came, Indians were

vei-y i)lenty, and Avere ])assing- backAvards and foi-Avards from one

j)uint to another. A l)and of hve liimdred campcal on Air. Ami-

don's claim. The hrst Avhite child born in the toAvn AAms a child

of Air. and Airs. x\. Amidon, 1856. It Avas also the hrst death, as

it lived bnt a short time. The hrst marriage in the tOAvn Avas

that of a German to a Aliss Laird, same year. The hrst school

taught in the toAvn Avas Dakota City, 1855, by Airs. Leverett AVell-

man. The toAvn Avas organized as a full congressional toAvnship

of thirty-six sections, situated in the central part of the county.

Bounded on the north by Rosemount, on the east by Castle Rock,

Avest by Lakeville. The surface is quite leA'el, being a prairie

toAvn Avitb scai'cely a grove of native timber in the toAvn.

The soil is of rich sandy loam, very productive, and is consid-

ered a fail' average Avith the balance of the county. The drain-

age is someAvhat limited and conhned to the A^ermillion riAmr,

which xiasses through the toAvn from Avest to east. The tAvo small

branches enter from the Avest on sections 30 and 31, jiassing

through sections 20, 21, 22, 23, and 24. The south branch jAasses

across tlie southeast corner of section 36. This, together Avith

several small lakes, comxirises the drainage of the toAvn.

The Alinnesota Central railroad, since changed to the Chicago,

Alihvaukee & 8t. Paul Raihvay, Avas built to this jAlace in 1864,

when the location for the toAvn Avas made, and settlers began to

gather. The first hotel Avas built liy George Record, on the pres-

ent site of the Niskern house, the same year. The Hastings &
Dakota railroad, noAV a division of the Chicago, Alihvaukee & St.

Paul, Avas conqileted to this point, in 1869. This station Avas

called Farmington, as it Avas Avholly a farming country, Avhich

seemed aiAjAropriate. The Emiiire postoffice Avas transferred to

this point, and a full pledged city is the residt.

The meeting for the election of officers and the organization

('f the toAvn of Empire AAms held on Alay 11, 1858, and the folloAV-

ing officers elected : G. N. Aludy, C. Porter, and J. Ives, super-

visors
;
C. R. Rollins, clerk; E. P. AVhittier, assessor; G. AA^. Por-

ter, treasurer
;
A. J. Irving and C. Smith, justices

;
D. Felton and

x\. Amidon, constables.

1859

—

J. 0. Rich, A. Amidon and J. Felton, supervisors; C. R.

Rollins, clerk.

1860

—

N. Amidon, AA^. AA^. Cummings, C. Porter, supeiwusors

;

J. Tuttle, clerk.

1861

—

AA^. AA^. Cummings, A. Amidon and D. Felton, super-

visors; J. Tuttle, clerk.
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1862—C. Adams, C. Porter and A. Amidon, supervisors; J.

Tattle, cderk.

I860—C. Porter, C. Adams and J. E. Rinehart, supervisors;

J. Tuttle, clerk.

1864

—

A. S. Bradford, II. Lillie and J. E. Rinehart, super-

visors; N. E. Slack, clerk.

1865

—

A. S. Bradford, II. Lillie and A. Whittier, supervisors;

N. E. Slack, clerk.

1866

—

A. AVhittier, G. II. Donaldson and kl. Johnson, super-

visors; II. N. ITosmer, clerk.

1867

—

C. L. Hosmer, A. AVhittier and A. Amidon, supervisors

;

H. G. AVing, clerk.

1868

—

H. Lam, J. J. Brooks and J. Sullivan, supervisors
;
H.

C. AAnng, clerk.

1869

—

K. N. Guiteau, H. AAA Barkulo, H. N. Day, siipervisors

;

II. C. AVing, clerk

1870

—

E. AVoodward, A. AA'liittier and B. S. Kelley, super-

visors-; L. P. Fluke, clerk.

1871

—

P. AAYodward, AA^illiam Harrington and A. AI. AVhittier,

supervisors
;
L. P. Fluke, clerk.

1872

—

A. AI. AVhittier, AA^. Harrington and E. L. Needham,

supervisors
;
L. P. Fluke, clerk.

1873

—

W. Harrington, J. Eagle and AI. AI. Verrill, supervisors;

C. Adams, clerk.

187-4—A. Bradford, S. Headley and J. Eagle, supervisors
; C.

Adams, clerk.

1875

—

AI. Costello, J. Eagle and C. L. Holmes, supervisors; H,

Lam, clerk.

1876

—

AI. Costello, C. L. Holmes and D. Pitcher, supervisors;

T. AleCartliy, clerk.

1877

—

AI. Costello, D. S. Pitcher and C. L. Holmes, super-

visors
;
H. C. AALng, clerk.

1878

—

D. Pitcher, P. Haynes and AA^. Gibbons, supervisors; F.

A^aughan, clerk.

1879

—

I. AA^. Gibbous, P. Haynes and AI. AI. Verrill, super-

..sors; E. A. Rice, clerk.

1880

—

A. S. Bradford. T. AlcCarthy and A. C. Headley, super-

visors
;

L. Knowles, clerk.

1881

—

A. S. Bradford, T. AlcCarthy and T. Alangan, super-

visors; P. Ballard, clerk; E. A. Rice, treasurer; H. N. Hosmer,

assessor
;

I. AA^. Gibbons and C. L. Homer, justices of the peace

;

H. C. AA^ing and AA^. H. Brownell, constables.
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SCHOOLS.

A meeting- -was held on the 29 of December, 1856, at the Em-
l)ire lioiise, Emjiire City, for tlie purpose of organizing a school

district. This was aecoi-dingly done. The first school was in the

Em])ire house with William Cummings as teacher, until 1859,

when he taught in E. P. AYhitier’s house, located in the south-west

(piarter of section 24. In the winter of 1860-61 the school was
hehl in the house now occupied by William Callaghan on the line

of the east half of section 25, and was taught by Charles Porter.

Soon after a shanty was built on the south-west quarter of sec-

tion 24, at a cost of fifty dollars, A. S. Bradford being the teacher.

In 1866, a cabin standing on the same quarter section was oceu-

l>ied by the district and iised until 1868, when a new school-house

was built on the north-west quarter of section 25.

Aboid 1869, the people of the north part of the town, whose
children had been attending school in the Farmington district,

petitioned the commissioners to form them into a new district.

Thei-efore, a meeting Avas called and a district Avas formed. A
dAA'eliing house AA’as i)urchased of Air. Comer of Eoseniont, Avhieh

Avas moA-etl to the south-east quarter of section 5, and school Avas

0])ened by Ada Trait Avith abmd fifteen scholars.

Another district AA-as organized in 1864. A shanty AA-as first

built ami occupied by the school about tAAm years. The district

then erected the school-house in the soAith-AAU^st quarter of section

2. The first teacher AA'as Alice Brooks, aa4io had about thirty

scholars on the roll, but an aA-erage of eighteen.

In the s]>ring of 1877, another district aauas organized. A
si)ecial meeting AA’as held, at AA-hich the citizens A'oted to issue

bonds to the amount of $400 for the purpose of erecting a sehool-

hoAise. Land AA-as donated by AL-. Keller and AAufe, and a school-

house AA’as built on the soufh-AAU'st quarter of section 20, a frame

building 18x24, but plainly Birnished, at a cost of .$400. The

first teacher AA’as xVnnie SulliA’an, AA’ith an attendance of tAAmPm

pupils.

EolloAving is a list of the soldiers of the Civil AVar accredited

to Empire in the adjutant general’s report:—Calvin Amidou,

Edgar S. Abbey, Jedediah Bennett, Steven F. Bunker, AY. W.
Cummings, Daniel Eastbrook, AVilliam AY. Everett, Theodore

Fish, Ezra V. Felton, Daniel Felton, Jr., John Hughes, Elisha

Lackey, Artenius Porter, Charles F. Putman, AYesley Perry, E. B.

Simonds, Benj. Sanderson, John Backhoff, Fred Betke, Daniel

Felton, H. II. Ileslett, John Kraps, James Loper, Patrick AIc-

Midlen, Chad C. Alonson, F. G. Ray, Albert StoAvell, Zebina

Lambert, Simon B. Spearin, Abel Bacon, Charles Jones, George

AY. Kellogg, John Alastin, AA^ilson Plummer, James W. Pool,
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lliram Shadinger, George Stanley, Louis Pidgeou, G. B. Whittier,

S. F. Bunker, Leroy Dodge, James U. Donaldson, Zinzie Inieson,

Jonathan Imeson, Janies Inieson, K. II. ^Masters, Samuel AY. Alatt-

ison, John Pryor, James Pharl, John AA". Pool, Benjamin Pool,

Joseph A. Smith, AATlliam Shadinger, C. F. AA^estliank, Alagua

Samson, Thos. Black, John Hayeroft, Samuel Ilayeroft, Henry

Stndilnll, 1. X^. A^an Doren, Joel AI. Ilayeroft, Solomon Battin,

David Burton, AA'illiam Coburn, A. L. Kaska, E. A^. II. Dilley,

AVilliam Dewey, Benson GrisAvold, Calvin Ilayeroft, J. AA". Jolly,

John AI. Livingston. D. J. Lumsden, Johnson Pool, Issac C. Roades,

Howard Shadinger, Clymer Shadinger, Adnali Shadinger, A. C.

Speck, Thomas II. Seotield, Thomas C. Smith and Joseph Paul.

The Dakota County Alms House is a large structure, built of

brick, and is located in the western part of Empire township, Avith

a farm in connection consisting of 80 acres of cultivated land.

Here the poor of the county are cared for, and at present there

are tivelve inmates. The present manager is Joseph Heiuen, who
has had charge of the institution since 1898.

FARMINGTON VILLAGE.

Farmington village, the metropolis of southern Goodhue
county is situated in the center of a rich farming country Avhich

contributes to its prosperity and Avealth. In its nearly forty years

of existence it has had a prosperous career, and its people pre-

dict that Avith the cleA^elopment of southern Goodhue county AAdiich

must come Avith time, Farmington Avill take a commanding posi-

tion of importance and influence.

The village is located on the C. AI. & St. P. and C. II. I. & P.

IlailAvays tAventy miles sontliAvest of Hastings and tAventy-five

miles south of St. Paul. It has tAvo grain elevators, a foundry and

machine shops
;
a grist mill, a bank, a hotel, a commercial club,

a music hall, Catholic, Episcopal, Alethodist, German Evangelical

and Presbyterian churches, a state high school and a creamery.

Tavo Aveekly neAvspapers, the Herald and the Tribune, are pub-

lished. The principal exports are oats, seeds, farm and dairy

products. The telephone, telegraph, express and mail serAuce

is excellent. FolloAving is a short business directory of the aJI-

lage :—J. C. A. Alethner, restaurant
;

Alei’ritt Ayotte, livery

:

A^anghn & Brackett, (B. D. Alerssmaii, manager), grain elevator;

Joseph N. Baltes, harness maker; Charles E. Betzold, meats;

Frank R. Blake, saloons; railroad restaurant; H. E. AYilson, sta-

tion agent; Hamilton Clay, publisher, Farmington Herald; Com-
mercial Hotel (Alfred J. Keeling, proprietor)

;
Dakota County

Agricultural Society, (G. F. Akin, president, C. S. LeAvis, secre-

tary, AA"illiam Nixon, treasurer)
;
Dakota County Tribune (AAnl-
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liani Nixon), George 1C Day, dentist; AYarren AI. Dodge, J. A.

Gani'ord, pliysieian
;
Exchange Dank (Cai^ital, .$25,000) F. FI. AA^ell-

coiiK', ]>resident, George R. Taylor, cashier; Farmers Co-Opera-

tive Creamery Association (G. S. Balch, president, J. A. AA^eis-

hrick, secretary)
;
Farmers Experimental Farm, AY. J. Gregg,

manage)-; Farmington Commercial Club, Farmington Foundry
and Alachine Shops, (Founders, machinists, and manufacturers

of l)oh sleds and sleigh castings)
;
Patrick Feeley, grain elevator;

Farinington Herald, pvd)lished weekly; AVilbert .1. Fletcher, meats;

EeKoy P. Fluke, drugs; Alartin C. Campion, hardware; Edward
Garvey, grocer; Arthur K. Gray, drugs; Gi“iebie & Etter, (F. H.

iiiid Clu-istian) General store; Christian Hoffman, farm imple-

jiients; Alfred J. Keeling, pi-oprietor Commercial Hotel; Lee Lar-

son, cement woi’ks
;
Charles S. Lewis, confectioner; AIcAudrew

Di-others, (James and Richard), livery; Joseph P. Alarsli, iDoultry

;

Anton Alathiason, shoemaker; P. J. Reml)old, jeweler; AAdlliam

D. Alergen, l)arber
;
Dominic Aloes, general store; H. Alattiiews,

wagon )uakei'
;

F. S. Holtz, fnimiture and undertaking, AY. L.

Parkei-, niu'sei-y
;

(tJiree miles southwest); John II. Peters, tin,

copi>er ami sheet iron worker; Airs. Jane Phillips, milliner;

Kuigiit Recoi'd, I'eal estate; Harvey N. Rogei-s, physician; Dakota

Coiudy Tril)une; A. 11. Hprnte, grist mill; Alartin Simonson,

tailoi-
;
C. A. Sanner, blacksmitli; August 11. Sprute, hardware;

James G. Swan, lawyer; P. P. AA^hittier, feed; L. A. AA^hittier, ex-

])ress agent; F. AAY1]>, blacksmith; AYin. Nixon, department store;

E. C. AYilmot and A. E. Rietz, attorneys; 0. C. Tliompson, pro-

])rietor “Thompson House.”

INCORPORATION AND OFFICERS.

Tlie poi)ulation of the village of Farmington having exceeded

Hie live hundred mark, the citizens Avere desirous of having an

incorporated village government. A petition Avas accordingly

sent to the legislature to that effect. In Alarch, 1872 a bill Avas

passed, giving to the Aullage of Farmington a village charter, in-

chiding all the territory divided into lots and blocks in section

31, toAAUi 114, range 19 Avest. On the first day of April folloAving,

the first election of officers Avas held, and the following persons

Avere elected: T. C. Davis, B. F. Aliller, E. L. Brackett, trustees;

Charles B. Smith, treasurer; 1. AA^. Gibbons, justice; J. F. Dilley,

constable; S. AA^ebster, assessor; J. AY. Emery, clerk. In 1874, an

amendment to the charter Avas passed, namely; “That the village

shall consist of all of the north-east quarter of section 31, and all

that territory divided into lots and blocks in the remaining three

quarters of the section, also that the trustees may remove any

of the folloAving officers AAdien it may be deemed expedient justice.
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constable, clerk, treasurer and assessor.” In April, 1876, a second

amendment Avas passed amending the first six sections of the

charter. By this amendment the Village Avas made to consist of

the AA’hole of section 31. In IMarcIi, 1877, a third amendment AAms

passed to the effect that “the territory included in said A’illage

of Farmington, shall consist of all of section 31, toAAm 114, range

19 AA’est, except that part of said section AA'hich is included in the

farm of Mrs. Ann Devitt.”

The citizens becoming tired of so many amendments finally

petitioned the legislature for a neAA’ charter, AA’hich AA’as approA’ed

February 23, 1881, and AAms to be submitted to the A’ote of the

people. Said Amte AA’as’ taken March 15, 1881, and carried by a

majority of forty-one.

Section 2 of the neAA’ charter read as folloAA’s; “The territory

of said Aullage of Farmington shall be all of section 31 and tOAvn

114, range 19 AAmst, and the jurisdiction of said village shall ex-

tend beyond said limits in all directions, a distance of one mile

for the purpose of prosecuting or punishing for Auolations of the

laAv. ” At the first election under the neAv charter, held April 5,

1881, the folloAA’ing officers AAmre chosen : S. Jenkins, AA". C. Eustis,

C. L. Brackett, trustees
;
John Atz, trea.surer ;

AA". C. Leavitt. AA^. A.

Gray, justice
;
RosAvell Judson, clerk

;
J. Aladison, street com-

missioner.

In the spring of 1900, the question of re-incorporating under

the general state laAvs Avas submitted to the people of the village.

The proposition Avas carried by a ballot of 78 to 9. At that time

the officers Avere : Trustees, AY. AI. Dodge, (president); C. B.

AA^hittier and A. II. Sprute
;
clerk, AA". E. Ricker (vice S. Rooney,

resigned) treasurer, AA''. G. BroAvnell. The first officers elected

under tlie re-incorporation Avere : President, Byron AA'oodAvard;

trustees, Herbert Hosmer, A. II. Sprute and AI. C. Aleeker
;
re-

corder, C. I. AVells; treasurer, AA". G. BroAvnell
;
assessor, J. P.

Alarsh.

The present officers of the village are : President, J. A. San-

ford
;
trustees, AA". J. Fletcher, C. I. AA"ells, F. R. Blake

;
clerk,

L. A. AA"hittier
;
treasurer, H. AA". Hosmer

;
marshall, Charles S.

LeAvis; justices, AAh G. Gray and C. I. AA"ells; constables, T. J.

Feeley and Chaides S. LeAvis
;
assessor, J. P. Alarsh.

CITY HALL.

The City Hall is a neat structure of brick, Avhich houses the

jail and the fire apparatus, the village court and a large audi-

torium. It Avas erected in the summer of 1907 at a cost of about

$7,000.00, E. A\"oods, of Owatonua, Alinnesota, being the con-

tractor. At the time of the construction of the City Hall, the
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officers of the villag'e were: President, P. H. Peely; trustees,

F\ K. Itlake, AV. J. Fletcher and R. St. J. Perry; clerk, C. I. AVells

;

treasnrei', II. AV. Ilosmer. The board Avas in charge of tlie

erection of the building.

FARMINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Tlie Eagle Company was organized in the early seventies, and

served to afford the village such tire protection as a bucket and

hand hose Avagon brigade could provide. The department is noAV

knoAvn as the Catai-aet Fire Department, and the eciuipment which

is housed in the city hall consists of a chemical engine, a hook

and ladder truck, tAVO hose Avagons, a hand pump and minor

facilities. The department is A'olunteer, but a recent provision

has been made by Avhieh the members are to receive a small sum
per hour, for services actually rendered.

The officers are: Presidcmt, C. D. Whittier; treasurer, 1).

Aloes; secretary, Jos. Baltes; chief engineer, Charles Hoffman;

assistant chief engineer, Samuel Betzold.

Disastrous Fires.—On the night of Novemlier 22, 1879. the

citizens of Farmington Avere aroused by the continued bloAving

of the Avhistle of a Chicago,, AlihvaidAee and St. Paul engine,

Avhich Avas Availing near the depot. Rushing to ascertain the

cause of the alarm, ffames Avere found issuing from a stable in

the i'(‘ar of the Niskern house. From some unknoAvn cause, a

large pile of cornstalks left standing against the stables had be-

come ignited, and a large three* story fi-ame l)uilding, only a fcAV

feet from the railroad elevator and tank house, Avas in flames.

Though the tire Avas discovered before it liad made much head-

Avay, all efforts of the bucket brigade Avere unavailing, and the

flames Avere soon consuming the barn and its contents. Every

effort Avas made to remove the stock belonging to Alartin Niskern,

consisting of tAvo horses and four coavs, but the poor animals Avere

soon ci'emated. BAveeping from the Niskern house, stables and

barn, the ffames enveloped the stables of C. BteAmus. Ready hands

soon removed the horses, buggies, etc., to a place of safety. The

Avind, Avhich had steadily increased, Avas uoav bloAving a perfect

gale, cai'rying laige, fiery embers over the eastern ]>art of the

toAvn. The next building in the path of the fire Avas the large

liardAvare establishment of Atz & Sauer. All this time the ffames

had been creeping behind the l)uilding, on the north side of the

street, and after coming to the front through Atz & Sauer’s, they

retreated toAvard the Niskern house, destroying a tAvo story

frame building OAvned by II. B. AVhittaker. The fire Avas noAV

spreading in all directions, and the Niskern house, the most prom-

inent in tOAvn, became a prey to its fury. The bank building.
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B. Kiehardson’s barber shop, and a frame building, used as a

boarding house, and owned by Mrs. Eagle, were next destroyed.

Here an opportunity was oft’ered for the tlames to cross the other

side of the street, where they had been raging, to Third street,

taking in Mrs. Gilbert’s two-story frame building. Here, to the

alarm of the inhibitants, the wind suddenly changed and threw

the flames to the other side of Oak street, where they attacked

the stable of George Dilley. He was successful in removing his

horses and buggies, etc., to a place of safety, but the hay, straAv,

etc., were consumed with the building. The flames now spread

east and west. In their western course, they enveloi^ed the restau-

ant owned by G. Dilley, the millinery store of Mrs. Kate Fager,

and a building of I\Irs. Davitt which was the last to suffer in that

direction. In their eastern course, they attacked and destroyed,

first, a small frame building, then the fine three-story building of

C. R. Griebe. The Masonic Lodge, which hacl rooms in this

building, Avere unable to save anything, but their records. The

last material offered the destroying element Avas the high ele-

Amtor of the Chicago, Mihvaukee, & St. Paul RailAvay Company.

The Avind, Avhich had been steadily increasing, but IdoAviug in an

opposite direction, suddenly changed and bleAV directly on the

elevator, Avhich Avas speedily destroyed, Avith the 55,000 bushels

of Avheat Avhieh Avere stored there. Dispatches had been sent to

St. Paul for assistance, but no locomotive could be procured to

take the fire department to the scene of the fire. The IMinne-

apolis department fortunately secured means of transportation,

and as soon as possible Avere on their Avay Avith a fire engine, and
hook and ladder, etc., but, OAving to the delays, Avere unalde to

reach the spot in time to render the much-needed assistance. Had
they arriA^ed a feAV moments sooner, it is probable that the ele-

A'ator of the raihvay company might have been saved. The prin-

cipal losers by the fire Avere : The Chicago klihvaukee & St. Paul

RailAvay Company, loss on building, S6,000 ;
fully insured. Archi-

bald and Schurmeier, loss on Avheat, $35,000; insm’ance, $27,000.

Platt and Robinson, on AA’heat $5,000; fully insured. Stored

AA’heat, no insurance, $15,000. C. R. Griebe, loss $25,000 ; insui'-

ance, $11,000. Atz and Sauer, loss $10,000 ; insurance, $2,000.

IMartin Niskern, loss $7,000; insurance, $2,000. G. AY. Dilley,

$2,000; no insxirance. Airs. P. DaAutt, $1,500; no insurance. Airs.

Eagle, $1,200; no insurance. C. Al. Dittman, loss $1,150; no in-

surance. II. B. AA^hittaker, $1,000 ;
no insurance. Alinor losses,

$1,950 ;
no insurance. Total loss $111 ,800.

In Alay, 1909, the old foundry erected in 1870 by the Need-

ham brothers Avas destroyed by fire, and all efforts to saA^e it

Avere unavailing.

The Bank of Farmington was organized in August, 1876, Avith
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a cash eai)ital of i|'^5,hUU. TJie first officers were: Presideut, T.

C. Davis; vice president, D. Underwood; cashier, C. M. Dittman.

TJie hank is housed in a fine Iniilding at Thu-d and Oak streets,

with a tire and )>urglar proof safe. The institution closed its

doors in December, 1893.

The Exchange Bank of I'armington opened for business Feb-

ruary 1, 1894. The officers are: Presideut, F. II. A¥ellcome;

cashier, George P. Taylor; N. II. CroAvell, assistant cashier. The

caidtal stock is .$25,000.

Needham Foundry. In klay, 1870, A. L. and E. Z. Needham
bought a l)uilding on Elm street, 20x60 feet, with an addition

12x30 feet, in which they established a foundry and machine

slioj). They employed two men and two horses in running their

maclnnery. In 1h<> fall of 1874 they erected a frame Iniilding,

two stories high and 18x36 feet, and engaged in manufacturing

agricultural inpilements. December 19, 1876, they secured a

patent for making loose joint hob sleds, and engaged in this

work as their i>rincipal business. In 1874 they put in a 4-horse-

power engine and employed several men. A frame building,

20x60 feet, was erected and a shop was built for blacksmith work.

The Needhams disposed of their interests and eventually M.

Moses came into possession. It then passed through various

hands, until IMay, 1909, Avhen it Avas burned. jMr. Moses then

took possession again and rebuilt. He has since disposed of his

projierty.

The Star Telephone Co. This company Avas orgaidzed in the

late fall of 1902 by Dr. J. A. Sanford, Henry Sprane and P.

J. tVelter, all of Ncav IMarket. Late in 1904 the lines Avere

extended to Farmington, and the headquarters of the firm have

since been located here. The present directors are: B. E.

Enggren, P. J. Welter, Paul Hammer, E. P. Rub, Joseph Farrell,

V. Veta, AY. II. AYescott, R. J. Fariey and P. H. Feely. The offi-

cers are : President, Paul Hammer ; secretary, B. E. Enggren

;

treasurer, P. J. AYelter; manager, E. P. Rub. The company has

1,200 stations and operates in the following toAvns: Farmington,

Lakeville, Rosemount, Ncav ATarket, Alendota, Empire, Coates

Station, Lonsdale, Prior Lake, Credit River, Castle Rock, Elko,

Little Chicago, Savage, St. Patrick, Frondhjem, Ilazehvood,

Wheatland, Alontgomery, Rich Valley, Eidswold and AYebster.

The company Avas reincorporated in Dakota County in 1905, with

a capital of $100,000.

Schools. The schools of Farmington have been of particular

merit since the earliest days and not only have they given the

boys and girls of the Aullage good educations, but have also

produced many aaOio have gone out to increased fields of useful-

ness in business and professional life.
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In tli6 summer and fall of 1857 Mary A. AYellman opened a

school in the Clark home in Lakevelle, or what was then known
as North Grove. The attendance was about fifteen, and the pupils

came from Farmington in the southeast quarter of section 25.

The house in Avhich the school was held was known as the Stover

house, and was soon moved away, and school was taught in a claim

shanty again by i\Irs. Ham and Miss 'Wellman, in the summer
only, until 1862, Avhen the first schoolhouse was built. This was

located in the old village of Farmington, and was a frame build-

ing 18x22 feet. It was afteiuvards moved to the site of the present

building, where it remained until 1868, when it was again

removed to make way for the new building. It was afterwards

remodeled and rented by the Odd Fellows, who used the second

story for their hall. The new schoolhouse was a frame struc-

ture fifty feet square, two stories high, with four rooms. The

first principal was i\Ir. Cope, who had three teachers under him.

The first officers were : Mr. Esterbrooke, director
;
Mr. Eollins,

clerk
;

]\Ir. Amidon, treasurer.

The building above mentioned was replaced a few years ago

by the pretty and well equipped Farmington high school. The

school is in a flourishing condition and well attended. The

present board consists of Mrs. AY. AI. Dodge, Airs. A. K. Gray

and Dr. H. N. Eogers. F. B. Feed is superintendent of schools

and Aliss Ada Rowe principal of the high school.

CHURCHES.

Presbyterian. The first Presbyterian service was held in the

fall of 1858, in E. C. Smith’s log house. Services were conducted

by Rev. F. A. Pratt, with about Hvelve in attendance. Aleetings

were also held in the old Donaldson schoolhouse until 1863.

The congregation having rapidly increased, a committee met at

the A^ermillion church, November 25, 1865, for the purpose of

forming an organization. The Rev. C. Thayer was . chosen

moderator. A church Avas formed Avith eight members, AAdiieh

Avas called the First Presbyterian church of Farmington. The

members Avere : George Alclntosh and Avife, L. Osborn and wife,

Charles Seward and Avife, and E. C. Smith and Avife. At a

meeting held soon after E. C. Smith and George Alclntosh Avere

elected ruling elders. Aleetings Avere uoav held in a schoolhouse

near Air. Alartin’s residence. In 1866 the raihvay company
donated to ReA^ C. Thayer two lots for the purpose of encourag-

ing the erection of a church. Air. Thayer deeded this land to

the church, and money Avas raised by subscription and donations

to the amount of $2,000. Accordingly, in 1867, a building was
commenced, and finished in 1868, and on June 20 of that year it
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was dedicated, the dedication sermon Ix^ing preached by Rev. F.

Brown, D.D., of St. Paid. In 1869, Rev. Thayer removed to Minne-

apolis, and was succeeded by Rev. R. AViley, who remained six

months, he being followed l)y Rev. C. Poage in a stay of only

thi'ce montlis. The church was then vacant for nearly seven

months, after which Rev. B. Welles was called, and officiated

as pastoi' al)out two years, followed by Rev. Dodge, who remained

until Octohei', 1875, when the present pastor. Rev. James Rodgers,

came to llie held.

Methodist Episcopal. The Lakeville circuit of the Alethodist

Fpiscoi>al church, emliracing the }>resent village of Farmington,

was formed in the autumn of 1856, with Rev. L. D. Brown pastor

and Chai'les Jones, class leadei'. In 1857, a class ivas formed near

Farmington, and A. AVelhnan was appointed leader, being also

the suiH'rintendent of the Sunday school that had been previously

oi'gaid/.ed. From that time to the present services have been

held at or near Farmington by pastors belonging to the Minne-

sota confei'cnce of the Alethodist Episcopal church. Their hrst

place of meeting was in an unhnished frame building on the

northeast corner of the cpiarter section on which most of the

village stamls. In 1866 a lot was donated to the society by the

officers of the town and a lot was purchased for a parsonage. A
frame church building, J6x50 feet, was soon after erected, with

a cozy j)arsonage ailjoining. The Sunday school connected with

Ihe church has continued to Hourish, as has also the church.

The new chui-ch on Oak street is a lieautiful structure, and

I'anks with the prettiest edifices of the town, adding much to the

appc'arance of the street upon which it is located. The base-

mmit is of cement blocks and the structure is of wood. It was

erect(ul in 1905-06 and dedicated September 30, 1906. The com-

mittee in charge was: A. II. Si)rute, A. P. Norton and Rev. 0. B.

Sinitf. The present pastor is the Rev. I. R. Seger.

Protestant Episcopal. Idie first Episcopal service held in this

pai't of 1h(‘ county was at the house of 1). AI. Thurston, in Lake-

ville, by Rev. J. L. Breck. Soon after. Rev. Timothy AVilcoxson,

of Hastings, continued to preach regularly once a month in a

schoolhouse at the old village of Lakeville. In 1867, when Far-

mington had far outgrown its neighbor village, it was decided

to form a parish at this place, and services were held at the

Methodist church and at Odd Fellows’ hall, by Rev. Air. Dubois

and Rev. C. Rollitt. On the day of August 12, 1871, a church

was organized by the election of the usual officers, and is now

known as the Church of the Advent. A lot was donated by the

railway company, and another was purchased by the church.

In the fall of 1871, the church edifice was commenced and by the

following spring it was finished and paid for. It ivas a frame
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buildiug, 18x30 feet, Avith ehaiieel 10x12 feet. The dedication

sermon Avas preached by Bishop AVhipple, AAdth Rca" Kollitt in

charge of the parish. He AA'as succeeded by ReA\ IvnoAAdton, aaOio

rendered good service for tAvo years. In the fall of 1881 Rev.

J. F. Bassett became the officiating clergyman. The church built

in 1871-72 has been enlarged and renovated. The pulpit is uoav

supplied Avith students of the Seabury Divinity School, at Fari-

bault, Minn.

Baptist. The Church of Christ Avas organized in 1872 by

Elder LoAve, Avho, in connection Avith other ministers, held serv-

ice for tAvo years in prAate houses. As the congregation in-

creased, in 187-1, they decided to luiild a house of Avorship.

They accordingly purchased tAVO lots of I. C. DaAus and raised

money enough l)y subscription and in other Avays for this pur-

pose. The house Avas a frame building, lOx.lO feet, and nicely

furnished. Elder LoAve Avas succeeded in the pastorate by Elder

Bailey, Avho preached until 1879. A division occurred in the con-

gregation and. in February, 1881, a ucav organization Avas formetl,

Avith J. Bennett, J. Ballard and P. IMiller, trustees; J. Bennett,

clerk
;
and J. Ballard, treasurer. A feAV years ago the building

Avas sold to the German' Evangelicnl congregation.

Roman Catholic. The Roman Catholics held occasional serA'-

ices in the early days at private houses, as they had opportunity

AA’hen the presence of different priests alloAved. Father J. B.

Ilalton Avas the first Avho gave them regular services. About

1877, a frame church Avas built, 30x40 feet, Avith an addition

10x20 feet. This Avas under the supervision of Father Pobhe, aa’Iio

preached once a month. The A’euerable and reA-ered Fatner

Guinn served here and at LakeAulle for many years. The present

pastor is the Rev. J. F. Gleason.

German Evangelical. The people of the German Evangelical

LAitherau church organized seAmral years ago and purchased the

Baptist church. The present jA^stor is the Rev. R. IM. IMueller.

LODGES.
Corinthian Lodge, No. 67, A. F. & A. M. Avas organized June

15, 1867, and a dispensation Avas granted by the grand lodge of

St. Paul. Meetings Avere held in ^Marshall's hall, and their char-

ter Avas granted October 23, 1867. The folloAving Avere the charter

members : II. C. AYing, A. A. Osborn, L. P. Dodge. X. E. Slack,

J. S. Sparks, AA". T. Scott, T. C. AAMters, 0. G. Leonard. K. Record,

J. G. AYoods, AY. S. Norris, N. AlattheAvs, G. AY. Fager. The fol-

loAving officers Avere elected: IT. C. A\''ing, A\'". AI. ; A. A. Osborn,

S. AY.
;
L. P. Dodge, J. AY.

;
N. E. Slack, treasurer ; J. S. Sparks,

secretary; AY. T. Scott, S. D.
;
T. C. AYaters. J. D.

;
AY. S. Norris,

tyler. The beginning Avas made Avith fifteen members. The meet-

ings Avere held in Alarshall’s hall until 1879, AAdien a fire occurred,
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by Avhifh tliey lost everything except the records. They then

rented Odd Fellows hall until July, 1881, when they moved to

their new hall in Griebie’s block. The lodge room is 20x40 feet

and has two ante-rooms with folding doors, all elegantly fur-

nished. The present officers are: George K. Day, M. AV.
;
AA". AI.

Dodge, S. AV.
;
C. S. Bradford, J. AV.

;
A\". J. Fletcher, treasurer;

C. B. AVhittier, secretaiy; C. S. Lewis, S. D.
;
II. II. Judson, J. D.

;

Chris. Fitter, tylei-.

Eastern Star. The local Eastern Star lodge, auxilliary to the

Alasonie order, was organized in the early eighties. The present

officers are: Airs. Lucy A. Day, AI. AA^.
;
C. B. AVhittier, AA^. P.

;

Airs. Alyra AA’^. Dodge, A. AI.
;

Airs. Nellie AATight, conductor;

Aliss xAlma Christianson, A. C. ;
Aliss Aliunie Shepley, secretary;

Airs. Edith AAdiittier, treasurer; Airs. AI. L. LeAvis, chaplain; Airs.

Ilenrietla C. Dodge, AA".
;
K. Record, sentinel.

Sunbeam Lodge, No. 31, I. 0. 0. F., Avas organized February

14, 1871, by Grand Alaster J. Fletcher AA^illiams, and Grand Secre-

tary S. Hough. The lodge started under very favorable

auspices, as they Avere obliged to call upon John AA^hite, of Has-

tings, to make the I'equired number. The folloAving are charter

members: J. AAA Emery, C. SeAvard, G. F. Ackley, D. C. John-

son, E. CoAvle, C. Smith, P. Perkins, John AVhite. The following

officers Avere elected: G. F. Ackley, N. G.
;
D. C. Johnson, V. G.

;

J. AA". Emery, secretary
;
C. SeAvard, treasurer

;
C. Smith, AA^.

;

K. N. Guiteau, C.
;
C. SeAvard and R. S. Perkins, S. N. G.

;
H. P.

Perkins and J. F. Smiley, S. V. G.
;
S. AAYbster and F. P. Perkins,

S. S.; G. F. Ackley, L G.; S. AV. R. Hendryx, 0. G. They first

rented Alarshall 's hall, fitted it up for a lodge room, and remained

until 1873, Avhen they purchased the building knoAAui as Thayer’s

hall, remodeled it, and used it for a year and a half. In 1879,

they erected a frame building tAvo-stories high. The present

officers are: F. AA^. Barton, N. G., Charles Tier, V. G.
;

AA^. AI.

Parker, secretary; E. AA". Phillips, treasurer.

Rebecca Lodge. The local Rebecca lodge, consisting of the

Avives and daughters of the Odd FelloAvs, is in a flourishing con-

dition. The meetings are held in Odcl PelloAvs hall. The lodge

Avas organized in 1875.

Knights of Pythias. Farmington Lodge, No. 19, Avas organ-

ized June 23, 1880, by the election of the folloAving officers: E. C.

Hjdaud, first chancellor
;
T. N. Berlin, Jr., Adee-chaneellor

;
C. S.

Gibbius, AI. E.
;
J. G. AVhittier, AI. F.

;
AI. AV. Neiderkorn, AI. A.;

II. A. Finch, K. R. S.
;
A. Chai)el, I. G.

;
AVilliam Graves, 0. G.

;

T. N. Berlin, Sr. P. This lodge commenced Avitli twenty-six char-

ter members. The lodge Avent out of existence here several years

ago.

Library Association. June 8, 1881, a meeting of the citizens
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of Farmington Avas held for the pur^AOse of forming a library

assoc-iation. Knles and regulations were draAA’n up, and the fol-

lowing officers elected : L. P. Dodge, president
;
D. F. Akin, A'ice-

president; S. AYebster, recording secretary; T. H. Osborn, corre-

sponding secretary; AVilliam Ham, treasurer. Mr. Ham soon

after resigned and S. Y. R. Hendryx aauas elected in his place.

D. S. Cummings Acas appointed librarian, and membership fees

Avere fixed at $3.00. Aleetings Avere held in the offices of L. P.

Dodge and D. AI. Thurston. The association began AA’ith ten mem-

bers and for a time had an important influence on the life of the

A'illage. It AA’ent out of existence many years ago, and the A'illage

is noAA' supplied AAuth a circulating library.

Custer Lodge, No. 46, A. 0. U. W., is one of the older lodges

of the Aullage and is still in a flourishing condition. It AA’as organ-

ized Alarch 9, 1878, and the folloAving officers AA’ere elected: L. Y".

Bailey, P. AI. G.
;
L. P. Fluke, AI. G.

;
AY. A. Daine, G. F.

;
J. G.

AA'hittier, 0.; H. AY. Amn AMlkeuburg, recorder; Y". L. IvnoAAdes,

financier
;

AA'. A. Ham, receHer
;
AI. N. Barnum, G.

;
P. Ballard,

J. G.; J. J. Bretter, 0. G. The lodge commenced AA’ith fifteen

members.

Canby Post, No. 47, G. A. R., AAms organized October 4, 1883,

Avith the folloAAung officers : Commander, Herbert Hosmer
;
senior

Auee-commander, J. H. Thurston; junior Auee-eommander, A. H.

Baker; adjutant, L. P. Fluke; c|uartermaster, L. E. Day. The

present officers are : Commander, James Dull
;
senior Auce-com-

mander, J. AI. D. Crafy, junior Auce-commander
;
adjutant, AA'. L.

Parker; cpiartermaster, E. L. Brackett; surgeon, II. AI. PoAA'ers;

officer of the guard, S. B. Smith; officer of the day, D. AA". Phil-

lips; chaplain, J. D. Batson.

Edward L. Brackett, lumberman of Farmington, AA'as born in

Calais, Ale., December 22, 1836, son of Luther and Abigail (Todd)

Brackett, also uatHes of that state. The father AA'as in the goA'-

ernment employ as American consul at Pieton, NoA'a Scotia, and

later AA'as sheriff of AAYshington county, Alaine, as AA'ell as judge

of the municipal court of Calais. He died in 1862 and the mother

passed aAA'ay in 1892. EdAA'ard L. receh'ed his preliminary educa-

tion in Alaine and completed his studies in NoA'a Scotia, AA'here

he remained from 1847 until 1854, after Avhieh he returned to

Calais and worked AA'ith his father. In 1861 he joined the Union

Army in Company H, Ninth Alaine A^olunteer Infantry, as pri-

A'ate, but Avas immediately transferred to the band for one year,

after AA’hich time he AA'as promoted to commissary sergeant of the

regiment, in AA'hieh capacity he seiwed until in September. 1864,

AA'hen he Avas mustered out at Augusta, Ale. He then entered

the gOA'ernment employ in the commissary department, AA’here
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lie remained ten months, stationed at Charleston, S. C., after

which he again returned home. The following year he came west

and located in Minneapolis, Minn., where he olitained employ-

ment with the C.. J\I. & St. P. Kailroad, and Avas stationed at

Eosemount, Faribault and Mendota. In December, 1866, Avas

apiAointed agent at Farmington and served faithfully and well

until July, 1909, Avlieii he tendered his resignation. In addition

to his other interests he has also been identified with the lumber

business and noAV OAvns the only lumber yard in the village. He
handles all kinds of building material, lumber and coal, and car-

ries a A'ery large and complete stock. In his politics he is a

loyal Eepublican, has served as president of the Aullage council

for a number of years, and has also been treasurer of the school

board for seAmral terms. I\Ir. Brackett has never married. He
is a member of the Masons and of Canby Post, G. A. E., No. 47.

The Modern Woodmen, and the Catholic Order of Foresters

both have fiorishing lodges here. Of the former, Charles S. Lewis

is coAuieil; 'William Hartman, vice council; Joseph Ileinen, clerk

and F. J\I. f8hei)ley, l)anker.

Court Farmington, No. 547, Independent Order of Foresters,

Avas organized April 21, 1890, Avith seven members, as folloAArs;

J. C. Hamil, Nelson Best, Frank AY. Thorne, A. K. Gray, Otto

Vogle, Charles 0. AA^heeler and AY. AY. Spearin. The present

officers are: C. E., C. B. AA^hittier; recording secretary, Joseph

AA^eisbrick
;
financial secretary, A. K. Gray. The present mem-

bership is sixty-seven.

Farmington Lodge, No. 1213, Modern Brotherhood of America,

Avas organized Nov. 1, 1906. The first officers Avere : President,

Geo. 8tatt‘
;
Auce president, George Klause

;
treasurer, D. 0. Smith;

secretary, Mrs. E. B. AIcGuiggan; chaplain. Airs. D. 0. Smith;

physician. Dr. F. F. Cassidy
;
conductor, Frank Henry

;
Avatchman,

AA^ililam Kraft
;
sentry, Eugene AIcElrath. The present officers

are : President, Airs. F. AA^. Burton
;
vice president. Geo. Staff

;

secretary, AI. C. Campion; treasiirer. Geo. Betzold; chaplain. Airs.

D. 0. Smith; conductor, Frank Henry; watchman, AA^. II. Kraft;

sentry. Airs. Frank Henry. The district deputy is F. AA^. Burton

and the present membership is about sixty.

The Farmington Commercial Club. This club Avas organized

in 1906 for the promotion of sociability among the business men
of Farmington, and for the exploiting of the village. The first

officers Avere : President, H. AA^. Hoshmer
;
secretary, T. J. Feely

;

treasurer, George E. Taylor. The present officers are President,

T. J. Feely
;
secretary, EdAvard Garvey

;
treasurer. Geo. K. Taylor.

The club occupies a suite of rooms, Avell furnished, and has done

considerable for the progress of Farmington. Its rooms are in

the Griebie Block.
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DOUGLASS TOWNSHIP.

Douglass township receives its name from Stephen A. Doug-

las, although those admirers of his who named it were evidently

not acquainted with the proper spelling of his name, as the town-

ship designation has always been spelled Douglass.

At the session of the hoard of commissioners for Dakota

county, held April 6, 1858, township 113, range 17, was made the

town of Douglass, and has remained under the same name and

with the same boundaries to the present time. An attempt Avas

made to change the name of the toAvn in IMay, 1858, by the pre-

sentation of a petition signed by thirteen resident land OAAmers

of the toAA'n, as follows: “AYe, the undersigned residents of the

tOAvn of Douglass, Dakota county, Minnesota, petition to your

honorable body to change the name of our toAvn from Douglass

to Aurora.” Nevertheless, the town retained and still retains

the original name.

The northern part of the town is covered for the most part

Avith a light groAvth of oak timber. A rolling prairie Avith sandy

soil extends oA’er the central and western portion, Amried occasion-

ally Avith oak openings. The south-eastern part of the tOAvn is

A-ery rough, rendering cultiA'ation of portion of sections 28, 21, 25

and 26 impracticable.

The toAA’n embraces no lakes Avithin its boundaries, and tAvo

small streams represent the living Avater of the entire tOAvnship.

Trout brook rises in section 27 and flows in a south-easterly

direction thorugh sections 26 ;
35 and 36 into the Cannon rNer,

Avhich touches the south-easterly corner of the tOAAm. The second

is a still smaller stream, flowing across the south-Avest quarter

of section 31.

The settlement of Douglass is said to liaA'e began Avith Hugh
jMcKay, Avho made the first claim within the present limits of the

tOAvn in the spring of 1851, on the north-Avest quarter of section 1.

He lAed, liOAveA^er in Hastings until the following spring, Avhen he

moA'ed on his claim. Here, he remained iintil 1863, AAutli his family

Avhen the enjoyment of his improA^ements Avas interrupted by a

terrible catastrophe. AAdiile returning from Hastings Avith an ox

team in company Avith his Avife, they were overtaken l)y a thun-

der storm, Avife and team killed by lightning and he himself so

much injured, that he never recovered. In 1861, he disposed of

his claim, although he IHed many years after at Hastings.

James Keetley, John Borrill. Isaac Sydman and Benjamin

Hare from St. Joseph county, Michigan, arrHed in October, 1851,

and filled claims in Douglass.

James Keetley ’s claim Avas the A\-est half of the south-Avest

quarter of section 3, and the east half of the south-east ctuarter
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of section 4. He built a shanty and broke three acres that fall, and
the following sinhng increased it and put in six acres of wheat
and several acres of sod-corn. He Avas forced to thresh his wheat
Avith a Hail on the gi'ound and separate it from the straw and ehatf

in the i)rimitive Avay by means of a shovel and the Avind. Keetley

had no family, and occupied his leisure in visiting the cabins of

the feAV neighbors, especially John Borrill, avIio had a family and

liA^ed near. Keetley occupied this land until 1880, AAdien he sold.

Benjamin Hare’s claim Avas the north-Avest quarter of section

3. He, like Keetley, aauis unmarried, and they Avorked their respec-

tive claims together, but Hare spent the first Avinter Avith Dr.

Foster in Hastings, as Avell as the time during summer not

required on his land. Tn the fall of 1855, he married and removed

to his claim, but his occupancy was short in consequence of the

death of his AAufe, in August folloAving, after Avliich he sold. He
enlisted in the Avar from this county.

John Borrill’s claim Avas the south half of the south half of

section 2, Avhere he built a log house the first fall, 16x24 feet, Avhich

AAUAS the first in toAvn. Here he lived nearly ten years and became

an ini])ortant factor in tOAvn polities. He Avas a member of the

first tOAvn board, and in 1861, Avas chairman. In 1879, he remoAmd

to Stevens county.

Isaac Sydman’s claim was the north-east quarter of section 11,

Avhere he built a house and broke fifteen acres in the spring of

1855, after spending the Avinter Avith Borrill. In 1858, he retunied

to his old home in Michigan.

John Holmes, in the sirring of 1855, made a claim on the east

half of the south-east ciuarter of section 1, and eighty acres in

section 2. Holmes became the Auctim of money sharks of early

settlements. He mortaged his claim for $211, agreeing to pay 5

per cent, a month interest. Later he borroAved $50 additional, and

reduced the rate on the entire amout to 3 per cent, a month. Not

being aide to pay at the end of tAvo years, he Avas obliged to sub-

mit to an increase to 5 per cent, a month. At this rate of interest,

the debt soon became $880, and by foreclo.sure the property passed

to the hand of the others. Better fortune folloAved Holmes’ sub-

sequent endeavors, and he afterAvard purchased part of the origi-

nal claim as Avell as other lands.

AVilliam Cole made a claim in May, 1855, the north-Avest quar-

ter of section 6, which Avas timber land, Avhen he settled Avith his

Avife and fashioned an abode. Cole first settled on Vermillion

river, but suffered inconvenience for Avant of fuel. To use his

OAvn language, he sold because he did not like prairie hay for

fuel. His house, on his neAV claim, Avas a “dug out,” or something

that Avould noAV be called a “root house.” It was made by dig-

ging a cellar about three feet deep 14x16
;
logs Avere then used to



HISTOEY OF DAKOTA COUKTY 457

build the sides up three feet above the surface of the ground, logs

placed over the top, and the whole covered with sods and a few

boards brought from the claim of Vermilliou river, in the door he

fitted a window Avith six panes of glass, spread a feAv loose boards

on the fioor and the habitation Avas complete. It Avas found that

some little improvement Avas required, for after a heaA’'y rain the

cellar proAmd a cistern, and a Avell or drain Avas made to dispose of

the unnecessary moisture. Cole proved superior to all difficulties

and hardships, and in spite of all remained.

Henry VanAuken came to this tOAAnship in 1855, and laid claim

to one hundred and sixty acres in section 11, Avhich he retained

as a residence for many years. He Avas elected chairman of the

first tOAA'n board, and justice of the peace, and AAdiile living in the

toAvn Avas ahvays identified Avith its politics. He remoAmd after

some years to his natiAm state, Ncav York.

Barney Gergen made a claim in the spring of 1855, the north-

Avest quarter of section 7, and built a small log shanty, one-half

of Avhich he covered Avith bassAvood bark, the remainder Avithout

roof. In this he lived for some time, in company Avith Charles

Lorenz of Hampton. During the first year he Avent to Illinois and

bought a yoke of oxen and tAvo coavs. To indicate the price of

cattle, it may be stated that he refused to sell at -$60 each, coavs

Avhich cost but half that amount in Illinois. IMr. Gergen lived on

his farm until his death May 15, 1880.

Arnold Schmeitzer caiAie from Pond du Lac, AYisconsin, in 1855,

and matle claim on the south-Avest quarter of section 6. There he

built a claim shanty in AAdiich he lived for about three years, AAdieu

his death occurred. He had tAvo sous, Theodore, AAdio took charge

of the homestead, and AYilliam avIio Avas proprieter of the Farmers’

Home at NeAv Trier.

Gorman North made a claim of one hundred and sixty acres,

in 1855, forty acres of A\diich Avas in Douglass, forty in Goodhue
county, and eighty in the toAvn of Alarshau. He built his house

in Douglass, AAdiere he lived about eight years, and then returned

to his old home in Ncav Yoi’k state.

The first death in the tOAvn Avas that of Airs. Benjamin Hare,

August 1856, Avhose husband has been mentioned among the first

settlers. The first birth Avas that of George Borrill, Feb. 28, 1856,

son of John Borrill, also one of the old settlers. The first marriage

Avas Alarch 8, 1864
;
Luther L. TAviehell and Sallie Dance.

October 17, 1857, AAdiile D. AY. TAviehell and hired man Avere at

Avork on his farm on section 12, they discovered a bear coming

toAvard them. AABieu he had approached quite near, they attacked

him Avith pitch forks Avith Avhich they Avere busy. Not fancying

their reception. Air. Bear beat a hasty retreat toAvard the Avoods,

Avith our heroes in full chase. The bear soon took refuge in a tree.
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Avheii .Mr. TAvieliell movinted gaiard with his fork and sent the

lured man to the house, a mile distant, for a gun. Their pursuit

had brought them to secdion 11, Van Auken’s place. When the

gun came, the hear Avas killed, and i\Ir. TAAUchell AAuth the neigh-

bors feasted on l)ear steak of home production.

Deer Avere very plenty in the toAvn and vicinity at that time of

settlement. Jt is saitl that Barney Gergen killed tAventy-one alone

in the yeai- 1850. At one time, folloAving the trail of a Avounded

dec‘r, he came up AAutli him, shot the felloAA^, and despatched him.

Just then an Indian came up avIio claimed the deer on the score

that he had Avounded him and A\^as in piu'suit of that game. But
Barney did not see 1he matter in that light and did not propose

to give uj) his pilze. For some time high Avords Avere used in their

i-espective languages, and it liegan to look like, a Avarm time. Mr.

Gergen thought the advantage Avas on his side, since one barrel of

his gun Avas still loaded Avhile the Indian Avas not so Avell provided.

The same tliought seemed to occur to the Indian, and he made the

Avhite man understand hy signs, as neither could understand the

language of the other, that he Avas Avilling to diAude the deer eAmn.

This ad.iustment Avas made and the matter ended peaceably.

Pursuant to notice from the county hoard of supervisors of

Dakota county, the voters of this toAAuiship met at the house of

John IMckaughlin, on section 9, IMay 11, 1858, for the purpose of

electing toAvn ofticej's. llai'vey A^an Aidten, John Borrill ami John
McDaughlin Avere chosen judges of election; and Hugh Larimer,

clerk. Officers elected: Harvey Van Auken, Daniel TAAdchell

and Jolui Borrill, supervisors; A. J. Patch, clerk: Hugh Larimer,

assessor; Janies Keetley, collector; Richard PoAvers, constable;

Haiwey Van Auken, justice of the peace
;
John Holmes, overseer

of higliAvays.

Chairmen of tOAvn hoard for successive years Avith the years of

their election : J. A. AVilson, 1859
;
D. R. AAMlson, 1860

;
John Bor-

rill, 1861; D. R. Wilson, 1862; OliAmr Patch, 1863; R. Cecil, 1863,

vice Patch removed; N. AV. Taplin, 1864; B. AI. James, 1865; John

McNamara, 1866
;
Henry Pyle, 1866, A'ice AIcNamara failing to

qualify; 1). Boser, 1867, 1868, 1869; John Kuhn, 1870, 1871, 1872;

Joseph Reigart, 1873, 1874; H. Glein, 1875, 1876
;
John Kuhn, 1877

;

H. Glein, 1878, 1879, 1880; Hubert Nicolai, 1881.

ToAvn clerks: G. P. AAMlson, 1859; S. S. Twichell, 1860; N. AAL

Taplin, 1861; F. G. AVilson, 1862; J. C. Pyle, 1863; J. C. Dance,

1864; John CadAvallader, 1865; J. C. Pyle, 1866; N. AA^. Taplin,

1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872; AA^illiam Kennedy, 1873, 1874;

N. AV. Taplin, 1875, 1876; John J. Caneff, 1877.

The records of the toAvn show prompt and patriotic action in

filling the demands made by the government for soldiers in the

late rebellion. The first measure Avas the issuance of tAvelve toAAui
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orders, dated February 25, 1864, for $200 each, bearing interest

at 10 per cent, per annum, to be paid as bounty, one to each

soldier who enlisted. At the annual town meeting held in the

spring of 1864, it was voted to levy a tax of five cents on a dollar

to pay town orders issued to volunteers. At a special town meet-

ing, held August 13, 1864, it was voted to levy a tax of four and

a half cents on a dollar for the payment of volunteers to fill the

quota. At a special meeting January 14, 1865, the following reso-

lution was adopted; “Kesolved, That we vote by ballot for or

against a tax on the taxable property of the town to fill the c^uota

of the toAvn under the late call of the president of the United

States for volunteers, issued December 19, 1864, or, if said c^uota

cannot be filled by volunteers, to pay each man drafted under

said call $300 in town bonds, for the benefit of his family, and that

the supervisors of the town be authorized to issue bonds and raise

money on them to procure volunteers.”

On the final question twenty votes were cast, all in favor of

the tax. A motion was also passed appointing Jacob C. Pyle and

AVentel Groiase to go to St. Paul and procure volunteers and have

them sworn into the service.

The first bonds Avere issued in February, 1865, bond number
one, of $122, February 13. Nineteen to the amount of $2,838, Avere

issued to become due March 1, 1865. Others Avere issued from time

to time, in all about $9,000. In March 1865, bonds to the amount
of $890 Avere paid. In settling Avith the toAvn treasurer, in Janu-

ary, 1866, it Avas found that he had paid since i\Iarch settlement

for bonds and interest $4,349.20. The last payment of $314 Avas

made in March, 1868. Douglass is a farming toAvn, and little

business other than farming is conducted.

At the little neighborliood called iMiesA’ille most of the busi-

ness aside from farming, carried on in toAvn congregates. In

the fall of 1874, John Mies bought one and one-half acres on

the north-east corner of section 14, and opened seA^eral depart-

ments of business. He first built a dAvelling and hotel, opened

a restaurant and saloon, and soon built a blacksmith and Avagon

shop. In 1879, he disposed of the blacksmitWng department,

but continued the Avagon shop.

John iMamer located in this neighborhood, in 1877, and built

a blacksmith shop on Mies’ land, but in 1878, be bouglit of A.

Dockstader one acre in the south-Avest corner of section 12, on

Avhieh he moA^ed his shop.

John Kelhofen built a small house and opened a hotel and

shoe shop in 1876, on the north-east quarter of section 14. In

1877, he increased his business by adding a stock of general mer-

chandise, including dry goods, groceries, boots and shoes, and at

the same time gave up his saloon. In 1880, he enlarged his build-
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iugs again, ami opened a saloon. John Kuinp opened a saloon

and hotel at tliis point in 1876.

The tirst post-office in town was estal)lished at IMiesville

neighborhood in 1878, and IMr. Anton appointed postinastei-. The

tirst mail was received i\Iay 11, altliough Mr. Anton received

Ids ai)pointnient April 10. It was brought by A. Dockstader

from Hastings. Dockstader carried the mail for several months,

Avlien he Avas succeeded by others. In July, 1879, a mail route

was established from Hastings to Nortlrtield, embracing Trout

Brook, NeAV Trier, Hami>ton, East Castle Rock and AVaterford,

Avith S. AV. Mathison mail carrier Avho reached this office from

Northtield, Alondays and Fridays; from Hastings, Tuesdays

and Saturdays.

The County Line Alethodist Episcopal church dates its origin

to a feel)le beginning in June, 1859, Avhen Rev. ShaAA' of Hastings

held a religious seiudee in Oliver Patch’s log house, located on

the noi'th-(‘ast quarter of section 11. A class of seven members

Avas organized at the same time at the house of A. Dockstader,

then living in Avhat is noAV AA^eleh toAvnship, Goodhue county.

Services Avere held at tins house every Aveek until the following

spring, 1860, Avhen a church, 18x24 Avas erected on the south-

east corner of section 1, toAvnship 113, range 17. Jacol) Aleyers

preached the first sei’inon in this church, and continued to visit

it monthly as the regular pastor of Red AA^'ing circuit, to Avhich

this church had been attached. Services AAmre held every Sab-

bath, except those occupied by the visits of ReA^ Aleyers by local

preachers. In 1865, as the church had increased in number to

sixty members, it Avas foAind necessary to liaAU^ more room, and

an addition of tAvehm feet in length Avas made to the church.

Tlie church Avas fertile in usefulness, and in the Avinter of 1860-61,

a great reAuval Avas Avitnessed, resulting in many couAmrsions.

Three of these converts have been educated for professional

lives; tAvo physicians, and one preacher of the gospel. In 1870,

quite a number AvithdreAV, and formed a Congregational church.

This, and the removal of members caused the discontiiiuauee

of the services, and in the spring of 1880, A. Dockstader bought

and removed the building.

The Douglass Congregational church Avas organized August

28, 1870, in the school-house of district 58, by Rca\ E. AA^. Alerrill,

of Cannon Falls, and Rev. J. AA^. Ray, of Hastings, the latter

preaching the sermon. Only eight aaJio united as organizers

Avere present, OAving to a seAmre storm, I)ut others Avere soon

added, increasing the uuml)er to forty. PreAuous to this organ-

ization, preaching services had been maintained during tlie sum-

mer by ReA". Alerrill.

In 1872, a church, costing $1,400, Avas erected on the north-
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west corner of the north-east quarter of section 32. Three hun-

dred dollars of the cost was received from the American Con-

gregational Union and the remainder from subscriptions before

the dedication, and the church was not embarrassed by

debt like many Avestern churches. Early pastors Avere Rca". Mer-

rill, to 1874; Rev. C. A. Ruddock, to 1877
;
Rev. B. Fay, to July,

1878.

A Sunday-school Avas organized in 1870, Avith about fifty in

attendance, E. Harrison, superintendent.

St. Joseph Catholic church. The corner stone of this church

Avas laid in May, 1872, and a church completed in the fall of 1873.

The site, Avith ten acres of land for church and cemetery, Avas

purchased of A. Coons. The first mass Avas celebrated October

16, 1873, by Father Magnus of Ncav Trier. About sixty-five

families Avorshii)ped here at the organization, evenly diAuded

betAveen the Irish and German population. In 1878, the bell

costing $300, Avas procured at Cincinnati. Early pastors Avere;

Father Magnus to 1874; Father George Sherrer of Hastings, to

March, 1880; Fatlier Canilius until October, 1880; Father Boni-

face.

The cemetery Avas first used in 1874. In 1876, C. B. LoAvell

surveyed and staked oiit three acres on the Avest end of the lot.

One of the early schools Avas taught in the summer of 1860,

by Jennie AVaruer, in the County Line Alethodist Episcopal

church. This Avas the first school taught in the toAvn of Douglass.

The folloAving fall a school district Avas formed joint Avith

AVelch, Goodhue county, and Marshan, and a school taught dur-

ing the AAnnter, 1860-61 in the church, Avhere schools continued

to be held until 1864-65, after the division of school districts

Avhich made the county line boundary. During the Avinter 1864-65,

school Avas taiAght in a log house OAvned by Oliver Patch, on

section 11. During the summer of 1865, a joint school Avas held

again, Avith Goodhue county, in the church. During the summer

of 1865, a school-house costing $888 Avas built on the south-east

corner of section 2, 22x32, Avith 12 foot Avails.

Another early school Avas taught in 1863, by Julia Cross, in

a granary on the north-east qiiarter of section 29, on the Cannon

Falls and Hastings road. A small school-house Avas built the

folloAving summer, 16x22 feet, at a cost of $150, on the north-

east quarter of section 29. The first school in this house Avas

taught by Sarah Hale. At a special school meeting, held Alarch

15, 1873, it Avas voted to levy a tax of $700 to build a neAV school-

house
;
the contract to be let out to the loAvest bidder. The

loAvest bid AA-as $765, to be paid in district bonds bearing ten per

cent, interest. The building Avas 24x30 feet, Avith tAvelve foot



462 llLSTOlfY OF DAKOTA COUNTY

posts. The old SL-hool-house 'vvas sold to Charles Drirger, aud the

Jiew occupied nearly the same site.

In 1868 a school-house Avas built on land in the uorth-east

coi'uer of section 23, then OAvned hy E. AY. GrosA'enor, AA'ith his

agreement to donate the site, but l)efore the couAu^yanee AAms

made tlu‘ farm Avas sold, and became the property of K. Gregg.

Helen Cai-riei' taught the first school; four months in the AA'inter

of 1868-6!). Another district aauis organized at the house of D.

Hoser, in 18(i7. During that summer the present school-house

Avas built, on the north-AA’est corner of section 35. Another early

school Avas taught in 1862 hy Jennie AYarner in a log house on

the south-east quarter of section 15. In 1869, a school-house

Avas built, costing $515, on the north-east corner of section 8, on

land donated hy J. Donndelingei'. School AA’as first taught iu

this house, in tin* summer of 1869, l)y E. P. Degell.

PolloAviug is a list of the soldiers of the Civil AVar accredited

to Douglass toAvnship in the adjutant general’s report: S. P.

l)(‘puy, Patrick Ford, Alyron C. Gould, John P. KnoAvles, A. J.

Patch, Smith S. TAvitehell, John Austin, Nelson AT. Holmes, Abner

Al. Haycock, Hugh AlcLaughlin, Y^ictor Paul, Job J. Piaitt, AA"il-

liam 11. Rhodes, Gilbert E. Slyc', Robert Seeley, Francis Graff-

man, Henry AI. P.yie, Charles AI. Phipjis, AndreAV Brink, AndreAV

Larson, Thomas Gee, Gardner Storer, EdAvard Stam, Cas])er Ber-

Avick, Geoi'ge S. Hatch, EdAvard Neafser, Charles Hamilton,

ChaiJes Filend., Charles NeAvell, EdAAmrd B. Rice, AA^illiam J.

Strong, Palmer Stoper.

Miesville is a discontinued postoffice in section 11, Douglass

toAvnship.

GREENVALE TOWNSHIP,

Greenvale tOAvuship, AAdiich Avas originally Avritten in tAvo

Avords, flreen Vale, doubtless received its name from its beauty

of location, and the picturesque appeal Avhieh its teeming ver-

dure mad(' to the eyes of the early settlers. The majority of the

pioneers Avei'e from the Isle of Alann, aaJio favored giving it the

name of AYeston, but for some reason, not definitely aseertained.

the name of Greenvale Avas finally adopted. One authority has

declared that the toAvn took its name from a Sunday school of

Avhich II. E. C. Barrett Avas superintendent, and to Avhich he

gave the name in keeping Avith its surroundings.

The tOAvn is situated in the south-Avest corner of the county.

It contains thirty square miles, the south tier of sections belong-

ing to the congressional toAvnship, of Avhich it is a part, being

in Rice county. It is bounded on the north by Eureka, on the

east l)y AATiterford, on the south and Avest by Rice county.

The surface of the toAvn is generally slightly undulating. In
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the central and eastern part it is quite level, and in former

times was very Avet. In the north-Avestern part, it is quite rolling,

bordering on rough. The central and eastern part Avere impass-

able except in Avinter, and gave rise to the name of the North

and South Greeuvale, as the communication betAveen the tAvo

sections Avas so difficult as to form tAvo distinct settlements.

There Avere a number of these marshy spots, of more or less extent.

As time progressed they became dryer. To some extent this-

has been caused l)y drainage, but it is principally the effect of

the general settlement of the country, and natural causes. They

haAm noAV become A'aluable for pastures and meadoAvs. The

ma,jor part of the tOAvn Avas covered l)y a groAvth of timber, Avhen

first settled, but uoav the most of it is in the south and Avest. The

rest of the toAvn being cleared up for farms, Avith here and there

a beautiful grove left to vary the landscape and beautify the

homes of the settlers. The principal Avoods are oak, ash, elm

and aspen.

Chub creek crosses the north line near the center, IIoavs

south-easterly and crosses the east line about one and one-half

miles south of the north-east corner. Tavo smaller streams cross

the Avest line Chub creek, near the center of section 10. Yud
creek has its origin in the south-Avestern part. It fioAvs north

easterly, crosses the east line near the center, and empties into

Chub creek about a mile beyond.

The soil is principally a lilaek loam, Avith a clay sid>-soil. In

the north-east and south-east, a sandy loam appears to some

extent. In the nortliAvest, numerous gravelly knolls appear, and

occasionally boulders of large size. AA’'heat is the main crop

raised. Corn and other grains are also extensively raised, and

some sugar cane.

lion. Thomas C. Hodgson, uoav of Fergus Falls. Aliunesota.

came to Greeuvale as a boy of tAvelve years of age Avith the first

settlers. Ills story, AAdiich appears elseAvhere, embodies the early

history of the tOAvnship.

This Avas the eonmencement of the toAvn of Greeuvale. A
A'ast change it seen betAveen the country then and uoav. Then it

Avas a Avilderness of uncultivated groAvth. Noav, Avell cultiA'ated

fields, beautiful homes and the luxuries of ciAulization appear

upon eAmry hand. To no one, more than the pioneer, belongs the

privilege to end his days in peace and plenty. He it is, avIio

makes it possible for others to possess them, yet, alas ! he does

not alAAmys haAm it. It is a sad sight to a reflective mind to see

an old gray-haired man, aaAio has cleAmted the energies of his

youth to the deAmlopment of a country, barely living from hand

to mouth, or perhaps dependent upon charity. Yet such is often

the ease, Such can hardly be said of the subjects of this sketch.
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if eonifortalAe liomes, numerous out-l)uildings and a general air

of thrift and contentment be our criterion.

•Jolin Clague made his claim in the south-east (luarter of

section 11. i\lr. Ilotlgson made his claim in the south-west

(^uartm- of section 11, where he lived until he died in 1874. Mr.

Oil! nuule his claim partly in the south-west quarter of section

d and the noi4h-west quarter of section 10. William Kegg
made ids claim in the north-east quarter of section 10. He left

in tlu‘ spring of 1855 and never returned. Ilis claim Avas taken

during the season by George Van Slyke, Avho sold it to his

In-other, J. E. Van Slyke. lie lived on it se\"eral years, then sold

it, having in tlu' meantime married the AvidoAV of James Clague.

Kobei-t I\looi‘e made his claim paihly iu stu-tions 2 and 3.

In early winter of '54 and ’55, came II. P. Ilandolph and

Michael Kinnery. They located theii- claims in the south-east-

ern part of the toAvn, left for a time and settled later. iMr.

Randolph died a few years later.

Among the earlier settlers of 1855, Ave find James Clague,

Josei>h Scofield and Absalom Schull. David Muckey, S. C. Howell,

Alexander Pryor, H. R. C. Barrett, Hans Omimuidson and a Mr.

Thomj)son. Chai'les King, James Pury, Onar Tourson, John
T. Webl), J. Bogue, William Clague, Thomas Phare and Phineas

Roach. Mr. Scofield entered the army ami died shortly after

the expiration of his term of seiwice, in AVashington county.

Air. Schull moved aAvay. Air. HoAvell was one of the first .justices

in the tOAvn. He Avas a prominent man in the affairs of the tOAvn.

He died in 1873. The other justice at this time Avas Air. Barrett.

He sold out after a term of years and Avent to Paribavdt, Avhere

he died. Air. Pryor had a family of eleven children. Three of

his sons served in the army. He lived in the toAvn about the time

of the outl)reak of the Avar, Avhen he moved into Eureka, Avhere

he died iu 1880.

The fii'st birth that occured in the town Avas that of AV. P.

Clagme. He Avas the son of James and Sophia Clague, and Avas

born April 20, 1856. He died June 19, 1867, and Avas buried in

the cemetery on the farm of John Clague. Quite a number of

births occurred this yeai‘. Catherine, the daughter of Alichael

and Alargaret Hendoricks, Avas born early in August. Alary,

the daughter of AA'illiam and Alargaret RoAvaii was born August

30, and Alary the daughter of Luke and Bridget IloAvan Avas born

in October of that year.

The first death Avas that of a child, AA^illie Kegg, the son of

AVilliam and Ann Kegg. He Avas buried on the farm. The first

marriage of parties living in the tOAvn Avas that of Billions Pond

and Aliss E. J. Symonds. They were married April 3, 1856.

Aliss Symonds Avas the step-daughter of AA’^illiam Kegg. During
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the rebellion IMr. Pond entered the army and during Ids term

of service his wife died in Deeeml)er, 1863.

The first meeting for the political organization of the town

was held IMay 11, 1858, at the sehoolhonse in district No. 38,

now 75. S. C. Howell was chosen chairman. Balloting for

officers of the meeting then took place. S. E. Finney was chosen

moderator, and II. E. C. Barrett clerk. The meeting then pro-

ceeded to business. The town was divided into four road districts.

The overseers for the different districts were: R. F. Randolph,

No. 1; Cl. 11. YauSlyke, No. 2; James DePuy, No. 3, and IV. J.

IVhittaker, No. 4. Measures were taken for the future transaction

of tOAVu l)usiness, s\ich as levying taxes, establishment of lawful

fences, restraining .stock, etc. Fifty-one votes were cast, and

the following officers were elected for the ensuing year : Board

—

E. B. Carter, chairman; AV. J. AYhittaker and A. B. Hale, super-

visors; H. Marsh, clerk; R. F. Randolph, collector; S. E. Finney,

assessor; II. E. C. Barrett and S. C. Howell, justices; Alichael

Kinuery, overseer of the poor
;
Robert Moore and R. F. Randolph,

constables.

Following are the early members of the lioard and the early

town clerks, the first name in all cases being the chairman: 1859

—

S. C. Howell, J. B. DePuy, Alexander Pryor, supervisors ; D. E.

Ripley, clerk, 1860—J, P, Campbell, Joseph AA^^iuters, Zachariah

Bogue, supervisors
;
D, E. Ripley, clerk. 1861—E. B. Carter,

Robert Aloore, J. B. DePuy, supervisors
;
Chscar Tourson, clerk.

1862—John D. Batson, Henry Alarsli, Jacob Simon, supervisors;

H. E. C. Barrett, clerk. 1863—S. AA". Cushman, Jesse Hosford,

J. S. Rouuce, Jr., supervisors; D. E. Ripley, clerk. 1864—Oscar

Tourson, Absalom Schull, John Scollard, supervisors
;
Franklin

Church, clerk. 1865-—AA". R. Henderson, Absalom Schull, John

Scollard, supervisors
;

Franklin Church, clerk. 1866—E. B.

Carter, Henry Alarsh, C. H. Holt, supervisors ; D. E. Ripley, clerk.

1867—tienry Alarsh, John Scollard, Joseph AA'inters, supervisors

;

D. E. Ripley, clerk. 1868—Henry Alarsh, Joseph AA'inter, Robert

Aloore, supervisors; Franklin .Church, clerk. 1869—J. B. Simon,

J, L, Fink, Richard AIcAndrew, supervisors
;
Franklin Church,

clerk, 1870—J, L. Fink, Richard AIcAndrew, Robert Aloore,

supervisors; Franklin Church, clerk, 1871—D. E. Ripley, John

Hendricks, Thomas Gill, supervisors
;
Franklin Church, clerk.

1872—J. L. Fink, John Hendricks, Zachariah Bogue, supervisors;

Franklin Church, clerk. 1873—Robert Aloore, Francis Howard,

John Hendricks, supervisors; Franklin Church clerk. 1874

—

Francis Howard, Robert Aloore, John Hendricks, supervisors;

Franklin Church, clerk. 1875—Francis Howard, Andrew Fink,

Joseph AVinter, supervisors; Franklin Church, clerk. 1876—
Francis Howard, Richard AIcAndrew, AA^illiam Lace, supervisors

;
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AVilliam Kowan, clei'k. 1877—J. B. Simon, Thomas Fox, Robert

Moore, supervisors
;

Franklin Church, clerk. 1878—Francis

Howard, Thomas Fox, Thomas Gill, supervisors; Franklin Church,

clerk. 1871)—J. B. Simon, Thomas Gill, Thomas hYx, supervisors;

Franklin Church, clerk. 1880—J. B. Simon, Thomas Gill, G. A.

Mauhart, supervisors; Franklin Church, clerk. 1881—Francis

Howard, John Lace, Thomas AValsh, supervisors; G. II. Manhart,

clerk
;
Charles Blesener, assessor

;
Alartin Fox, treasurer

;
Franklin

Church and Richard IMcAndrew, justices; Patrick Hendricks

and klichael Gavin, constables. Mr. Howard failed to c[ualify as

chairman, and A^an R. Gilford Avas appointed in his place, Alarcli

Phil, 1881.

The first school in the town Avas taught by Charles King, in

t he house of J. E. A'"an Slyke, in the fall of 1856. There Avere

about a dozen scholars. During that fall and the Avinter folloAving

a log school house Avas built in the soutlnvest corner of section 2.

It Avas about 15x22 feet, contained slab seats, and could seat

comfoifahly almut thii-ty scholars, although the first school taught

in it, confained thirty-eight. This house Avas used until Sep-

temlicr, 1867, Avhen it Avas burned. The next spring a frame

building Avas erected at a cost of if^7()0.

During the Avinter and spring of 1857 the people erected a log

building on the east side of the road in the soiitliAvest quarter of

section 24. It Avas 15x20 feet, contained slab seats, and every-

thing in the most primitive style. The folloAving summer Alary E.

AA'heeler, of Sciota, taught a three months’ term, with about a

dozen scholars. The log house Avas used until a building Avas

erected in the southeast corner of section 23.

BetAveen this date and 1860, three more schools Avere opened

in the toAvn. The one taught by Alary Bottomly had about ten

scholars. A log building Avas used until 1867, Avhen a frame

structure Avas built and located in the soutlnvest corner of

section 1.

Another early school Avas taught by Alary Nelis in the house of

Antony Cosgrove
;
an interval of tAvo years elapsed liefore there

Avas anoth(*r school. A log building Avas then erected, and schools

have l)een taught in the district continuously since. This log

bAiilding Avas used a feAV years Avhen a frame Avas built a little

further south, and in 1880, this Avas moved about a half mile

further Avest, and located near the center of section 8.

Still another early school Avas taught by AA’’illiam Cleveland.

There Avere about tAveuty scholars. The building Avas a log

structure almut 16x20 feet. A frame building Avas erected a feAV

years later and used until 1880, Avhen a l)uilding Avas erected in

the southeast quarter of section 20.

The first religious services in the toAAUi Avere held at the house
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of S. C. Howell, by Eev. ’William McKinley, Methodist, during the

spring of 1856. Services were conducted at Mr. Howell’s house

once in two weeks for about two years. They were then trans-

ferred to a school house, where they held until 1868, when a

church was built on the east side of the St. Paid road, in the

northeast quarter of section 1. It was dedicated as McKinley

Chapel, in honor of the Eev.AVilliam IMeKinley. The dedication

sermon was preached by the Eev. D. C. Cobb, in the fall of 1868.

The first local preacher was the Eev. Thomas Day, ivitli his resi-

dence at Northfield. His appointments were there and at the

schoolhouse in Greenvale, Avith serA'ices alternating betAveen the

tAvo places. He came in 1857 and remained tAvo years. The early

pastors in the order of their terms of service Avere : Thomas Day,

J. AV. Stogdill, G. AA^. Eichardson, EeAv Bennett, J. Al. Eogers

(two terms), S. T. Sterrett, I. H. Eichardson, John Lamberson,

C. J. Hayes, E. AA'ashburn, Levi Gleason, AA". AV. Eork and A. B.

Bishop. PreAuous to the building of the church a Sabbath school

had been conducted at the Union schoolhouse in Eureka, Avhich

Avas transferred to the church Avhen completed. The superin-

tendent that season Avas T. C. Hodgson.

A Sabbath school Avas e.stablished in 1857 at a schoolhouse.

The membership Avas about fifty. Jacob Shellenberger Avas super-

intendent and AA^illiam Kegg assistant superintendent.

About the year 1858 Eev. Joseph Eounce, a Congregational

minister, living in section 23, held church services at a school-

house, or at the home of Thomas Hodgson, alternating Avith those

at the schoolhouse. At the end of the year he moA'ed to North-

field ami the services ceased.

The Alethodist denomination also had services at this school-

house once in tAVO Aveeks, for a numlier of years. A Sabbath

school Avas organized during the summer of 1858. The first

superintendent Avas H. E. C. Barrett, and they had a member.ship

of about fifteen.

Episcopal services Avere first conducted by the Eev. Burleson

during the summer of 1866, at a schoolhouse. They Avere subse-

quqently transferred to another schoolhouse, AA’here they Avere

conducted by Eew Charles Eollit. Seiwices Avere conducted once

a month, but later Avere held eimry tAvo Aveeks.

An acre of ground AAms set apart by John Clague in the north-

Avest quarter of section 2, in the spring of 1861, for cemetery

purposes. The first person buried in it Avas James Clague, Avho

died Fel)ruary 22, 1861.

Union cemetery is located on the north siile of section 1.

It contains about three acres and Avas smweyed in June, 1873.

The first groAvn person buried in it Avas Thomas Hodgson.

Eescue Lodge, No. 9, I. 0. G. T., Avas organized at the Union
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sdioolliousc, ill Eureka, January 26, 1871. The following- is a list

of the first oitieers: James N. Phare, P. AV. C. T.
;
T. C. Hodgson,

AV. (’. T.
;
Elizabeth Clague, AA". V. T.

;
E. C. Howell, secretary;

Airs. Alary Alerryweather, chap.; John Costain, AI.; Aliss Eliza

Pryor, Dep. Al.; Airs. Ellen K. Pliare, K. S.
;

Airs. Alargaret

tShei)lierd, L. »S.
;
Etillman Aleeker, lodge deputy.

Union Grange was organized during the foreiiart of the winter

of 1 872-7 J. It was composed of people living in both Rice and
Dakota. counti(‘S, and they met at the schoolhouse in district

No. 8(i. They liad tAventy charter members, which numher was
increasiMl to about thirty. The grange Avas in operation about

three years, avIkui it ceased to exist as a body, by a A’ote of the

meml)ers, some of Avhom joined tlie Alorning Star Grange, of

Northfield, Avhich Avas then in operation. The lirst oftieers of Union

Grange Avere ; C. II. Holt, AI.
;
George Fay, 0.; A. D. Holt, L.

;

Franklin Hall, S.
;
Samuel Taft, A. S.

;
Francis HoAvard. chap.;

Airs. George Fay, T.
;
Airs. Samuel Taft, secretary; John Fishback,

G. K.
;
Aliss Angie IIoAvland, Ceres; Aliss Lizzie Hall, Pomona;

Aliss Flora IIoAvland, Flora; Airs. Francis IIoAvard, L. A. S.

It is probable that the first blacksmith shop in the tOAvn Avas

0]>en(‘d by a Ah-. Cabahn in the southeast quarter of section 24,

near file line betAveen the toAvns of Waterford and GreenAmle.

He opened it in the spring of 1858, and continued to operate it

seAmral years, AAdien he built a shop in Northfield and moved
there.

Another shop AAms opened later by Ole Nelson in section 8. He
operated a shop there about a year, then moved to the northeast

quai’ter of section 10, Avhere he opened a shop Avhieh he operated

a fcAV years; then moved about a half mile further south, AAdiere

he 0])ened anotlier AA'hich he operated a couple of years and then

moA-ed to Rice county.

FolloAving is a list of the soldiers of the Civil AAar accredited

to Greenvale by the adjutant general’s report: Alexander Bates,

Alyron Bates, H. AI. Barrett, Daniel Bloxom, AVilliam A. Bates,

Hugli Boardman, Zacariah Bogne, E. B. Carter, J. J. Clague, R. B.

Dean, Thomas C. Hodgson, Patrick Hendrick, Charles H. Hott,

RoAvell IIoAvell, Robert Aloore, Henry Alarsli, Billions Pond, D. A.

Park, Jr., George AY. Rive, Halvor Sanderson, John AA^. AA^ebb,

John II. CoAvles, Olof Beaklin, Thomas AleAndreAV, Charles SteAV-

art, Patrick AIcAndrcAvs, Thomas Phares, Endre Gustaff, Thomas

Klassy, Thomas CoAvell, E. J. Hodgson, AA^illiam Pryor, James

Roach, AA^illiam Hodgson, Ed AA^ood, John D. Batson and Philetus

Shepard.

Thomas C. Hodgson, in Avriting to the Hon. F. AI. Crosby,

from Fergus Falls, Alinn., says: “Greenvale had in it tAVO settle-

ments, separated by a large, long marsh. Ours Avas the older
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by one or two years, Init iu the southern end were more Ameri-

cans. Tliey no doubt organized the town. I dould if anybody

in North Ctreenvale knows how or when it was done. ^

Jacob Shellenl)arger settled in an early day where Dick Masters

lived. He was a shouting IMethodist and joined our church and

was Sunday school superintendent tliere. Being a Pennsylvania

Dutchman, he named the town Berlin, and by that name it was

known for two or three years. Wliether he was gone l)efore

the town meeting overruled him or not I do not know.

But Jacol)’s name should not be omitted from a history of the

early settlement of that town. ^ 1 am the only survivor

of the first settlers of Greenvale. « I always understood

that John Lanphere gave the name to ‘Chub Creek.'

Following is a portion of a letter written by E. B. Carter,

of Seattle, AYashington, to Hon. F. M. Crosby: •'! think, if

memory serves me riglit, that Greenvale township was named
by the settlers living in South Greenvale. They were con-

sidered the bon-ton at that time, and some of them possessed a

scratch of short line sentiment. Breathing in the incense of the

wild flowers, fhe meadows and fhe new-mown hay, they caught

up its imspiration. and in its evolution evolved the name of Green-

vale. You will remember that the township was cut up into

patches of prairie and small bodies of timber or groves, sur-

rounded by these natural or wild meadows, the whole appearing-

in the summer, with its Avaving grass, like a large body of Avater,

dotted here and. there Avith islands.

MENDOTA VILLAGE.

The history of i\Iendota as an early settlement has been relatetl

ehseAvhere in this A'olume.

The village of klendota is the site of the first settlement in

Avhat is noAV the state of Minnesota. The spot uoav occupied, on

the Avest bank of the Mississippi river just beloAv the confluence

of that stream and the Minnesota. Avas once coA'ereAl AAnth a dense

groAvth of sugar, or hard, maple trees, Avhich Avere ruthlessly

destroyed, supposedly by the troops engaged in building Fort

Suelling. in 1819. The stumps of the trees Avere yet numerous in

1834.

There is no absolute certainty as to aa’Iio made the first habita-

tion here, but it is believed to haA^e been a half-breed Sioux by
the name of Duncan Campbell. He Avas located at Mendota as

a trader in 1826, and was aftei-Avard at the falls of St. Croix.

The place only assumed impoifianee after the building of Foi’t

Snelling, Avhen the American Pur Company, at Avhose head Avas

John Jacob Astor, of Ngav York, selected it as the most eligible
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location for the main depot of their trade with the Sioux Indians

of this region. Here were equipped with goods the ditt'erent

traders whose posts Avere estalilished along the Minnesota river

to its source, and on the Ked river of the North, and the dividing-

ridge ])etAveen the Missouri and IMinnesota rivers, and on the

Cannon and Des iMoines rivers.

The trade in furs and peltries Avith the numerous hands of

Sioux Indians in all this vast expanse of country Avas under the

control of the ]>artner of the American Fur Company, Avhose

heachpiarters Avas at iMendota. The capital employed Avas very

large. Eacli summer those in charge of the trading stations

brought the collection of furs made l>y them to St. Peter’s, as

IMendota Avas then called, in l>oats or in carts, and Avere furnished

Avith goods and ])rovisions requisite for their trade the ensuing

year. During this Imsy season there Avas a concentration of a

large numher of trailers, clerks and Amyageurs, at the main depot,

Avhicli gave it a hustling and important air.

The name IMendota is formed from the Sioux Avord “mdo-te,”

Avhich signifies the .junction of two rivers, or, more euphoniously,

the “meeting of the Avaters.” It Avas substituted for St. Peter’s

about the year 1837.

French traders must liaAm been stationed near the mouth of

the ' i\Iinuesota river at a very early date, for, in 1779, Joseph

Kenville, son of a French trader and a Dakota woman, Avas born

at Kaposia. In 1812 Aitken came from the Lake Superior country

and joined James Aird at Mendota. In 1820 Jean Baptiste Fari-

bault located on Pike’s Island. Tie came through the solicitation

of Colonel Leaveinvorth, then in charge of Fort Snelling.

To Jean Baptiste Fariliault properly belongs the honor of mak-

ing the first settlement in Dakota county. lie Avas born at Berthier,

Canada, in 1774, and died at Faribault, Minn., AAdiich toAAm his

sou, Alexander, Avas instimmental in founding in 1860. He came in-

to the Avestern country as trader in 1798, and from posts in Illinois

and on the Des Moines riAmr
;
Avas appointed to a post at Little

Rapids, on the Minnesota river, noAA^ Carver, in 1803-4. He was

a staunch friend of the United States during the AYar of 1812,

and on that account Avas arrested by a colonel of the British

militia and for some time held a prisoner. His entire property

Avas destroyed by the Bi-itish and their Indian allies, and he

found himself obliged to commence again the Avork of accumu-

lating a competency. AVlien he located on Pike’s Island, in 1820,

he built log cabins and had several acres of land under cultiva-

tion. In 1822 the island Avas submerged by the high Avater of the

IMinnesota and Faribault was obliged to remove, Avhich he did,

locating on the east bank of the Mississippi, some distance beloAv

the island. He suffered a considerable loss in furs and stores.
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lu 1826 the Avater again rose to an extreme height. An ice

gorge, some forty feet high, formed just above Fort Snelling,

and Colonel Snelling, at the fort, seeing Faribault’s danger in

ease the gorge should suddenly break and precipitate the Amlume

of water up on him, sent down a boat, which rendered timely

service in enalding Faribault and his family to escape and save

a portion of their goods, consisting of a valuable collection of

furs and skins. His building and stock Avere all carried away.

Then it Avas that Faribault erected his dAvelling at the spot noAV

called Mendota, then knoAAm as St. Peter’s. His family continued

to reside here for many years, Avhile he passed his Avinters at

Little Kapids, Avhere he had established a trading post.

Fort Snelling Avas commeiiced in 1819 and completed in 1824.

The first barracks for the troops Avas constructed on the south

hank of the IMinnesota river, near the site of the present raih’oad

bridge, Avithin the limits of the present tOAvnship of l\Iendota.

In 1821 Colonel Leavemvorth procured from the head men of

the Sioux bands a grant of land, nine miles square, at the junc-

tion of the Mississippi and Minnesota rHers. In this treaty Avas a

clause by Avhich the Indians gaAm to Faribault’s Avife and children

“Pike’s Island.’’ This gift Avas not, lioAveA^er, recognized by the

gOA"ernment. i\Ir. Faribault outliAmd his Avife and four children,

out of a large family. His son, Alexander, born at Prairie du

Chien, Avas the eldest of the children. Faribault deservedly held

the respect and esteem of all Avith Avhom he came in contact.

D. Lamont Avas a trader located at the mouth of the IMinne-

sota in 1826. Alexis Bailly, of avIioui an extended notice is gKen
in the chapter on the city of Hastings, Avas for many years a

resident of Mendota, beginning about 1826. He Avas here in the

interests of the American Fur Company and had charge of this

post until 1834. Vetal Guerin came to Mendota late in the fall

of 1832. He came Avith a company of A’oyageurs from Montreal

and traversed the entire distance in boats. He resided here until

1839. Antoine Le Claire came about the same time. In 1832

John L. Campbell, an account of Avhom may he found on page

206, Avas horn at Mendota.

The year 1834 marks the arrHal of Henry Hastings Sibley,

who infused life into all branches of trade and industry. He
remained devoted to the interests of Dakota county and of Minne-

sota, for many years. He Avas a partner in the American Fur
Company and came as superintendent of the interests of that

company in this portion of the nortliAvest, and remained as a

citizen. In 1862, General Sibley, then in charge of the military

district of Minnesota, removed to St. Paul.

William Henry Foi’hes, a Canadian of Scotch descent, came
in 1837 and for ten years Avas employed by General Sibley

;
then
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reiiiovc'd to >St. Paul, -where he died in 1875. lie -was well known
as trader, citizen and ofticial. Major Forbes married a daughter

of Alexander Faril)anlt in 1846. Parrant, known as Pig’s Eye,

tlie founder of St. Paul, eame to IMendota in 1832 and was pro-

hibited, in 1835, by i\Iajor Taliaferro, Indian agent, from coming

into the Indian country on account of his whisky selling pro-

clivities. In 1838 Parrant left iMendota entirely and became the

hrst settler at the point known as Pig’s Plye, afteiuvards the

city of St. Paul.

A( the lime II. II. Sibley arrived, 1834, the only buildings at

iUendola wun-e Ihose occupied by the fur company and its em-

ployes. In 1836 a large stone store was erected and followed by

llie completion, in 1837, of a dwelling of the same material by

IMr. Sibley, partner in the fur com])any. John kliller was the

)iiason.

Uui'ing the early days of St. Paul Mendota was the only place

where tea, Houi-, pork and other necessities of life could be ob-

tained. Cenei'al Sibley's store, opened soon after his arrival,

mai’ks the beginning of the great commercial interests of the

state, as well as of the county. The stone hotel, built Ity Alex-

ander Faribault in 1837, was the hrst public house of entertain-

immt, and furnishetl sheltei' to majiy of those who came the

succeeding year and settled on the east side of the river. The

log houses previously constructed and occupied W(U’e all taken

down and removed.

Mendota remained the depot of the fur trade for several years

and, until the linal abandonment of the business by the hrm of

P. ('hoteau & Company, of St. Louis, Mo., who were the suc-

cessors of the old American Fur Company.

The land etribraced in the village was entered under -what was

termed tin* town site act of Congress, passed in 1844, by the

lion. Andrew' G. Chatheld, judge of the district, for the beneht^

of II. 11. Sibley and his co-i)artners. The village was made the

county seat in 1854, one year- after the organization of the

county, and remained as such until 1857, w'hen, by a popular

vote, the county seat was removed to Hastings.

The earliest religious services Avere held by the missionaries,

w’ho devoted themseh'es to Avork in this region. In 1839 Rev.

E. G. Gear arrived, as chaplain at P’ort Snelling, and probably

held Episcopal services on the iMendota side of the riv'er.

In October, 1842, the Catholic chapel, of modest dimensions,

supplemented a fe-\v years thereafter by the stone edifice, Avas

built under the auspices of Father Lucian Galtier, the first mis-

sionary of that church in this region. Father Galtier Avas soon

succeeded by Father RaAmux, who labored long and faithfully

Avith the Avhites and Indians for 'many years, and Avas then called
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to a moi'e extended and important sphere of action, as vicar-

general of the diocese of St. Paul.

In 1849, the census on udueli the representation was based,

place tlie population of iMendota at 122. Sidiseqquent to the

treaties of cession, the village increased very considerably in

population. Judge Chattield, Isaac Holmes, a prominent citizen

of AVisconsin; James Thomas, AAC II. AIcCollum, Edward Lemay,

Jeremiah Nealy, Ilypolite Dupuis, Alichael Dupuis, J. J. Noah,

John Kennedy, fh’aneois LeClaire, II. J. Scheffer, Thomas Pro-

vencalle, Alichael Finch, Joseph and Octave Beaudet, and others

whose names cannot be ascertained, were among the first to

establish themselves in the village.

Air. Sibley was elected a delegate to Congress from the terri-

tory of AVisconsin, while yet a resident of Alendota, and at the

session of 1848-49 succeeded in procuring the passage of a bill

for the organization of Alinnesota territory. He was elected as

delegate from the new territory for two successive Congresses,

serving five years in all, during which time lie secured many
appropriations for public buildings, roads and other objects.

Among the most important was the negotiation of the treaties

with the Sioux, or Dakota Indians, the result of which was the

cession to the government by these bands, by the Alendota and

Traverse des Sioux treaties, of their possessory rights to the

whole of the maguifieent domain west of the Alississippi river.

The successful result of the negotiations was mainly due to the

exercise of the great intluence of Air. Sibley among the Indians,

as they were naturally reluctant to part with so splendid a heri-

tage on any terms.

The history of the treaty of Alendota is found elsewhere.

It is not certain at what date the first school was opened, but

it was prior to 1850, and was taught by a Canadian, named
Lejendre. The log chapel, erected by Rev. Father Ravoux, was
used for school purposes.

Alendota was, June 11. 1849, declared by the governor to be

the seat of justice for the third judicial district, territory being-

divided into three districts on that day. The first court was held

on the fourth Alonday in August, Judge David Cooper presiding,

and H. H. Sibley, foreman of the grand jury, the first ever

empaneled, west of the Alississippi river, in Alinnesota. Only

three of the twenty men composing the jury could understand

the English language, and Alajor Forbes acted as enterpreter

throughout the term, but no indictments were returned. The
large stone warehouse belonging to the fur company Avas used

for a courtroom.

Alendota Avas laid out on land OAvned by II. II. Sibley, Jean B.

and Alexander Faribault, on the northeast quarter and the Avest
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lialf of sectiou 27, township 28 north, of range 23 west of the

fourth j)rineipal meridian, llypolite Dupuis was the justice before

wiiom tile plat was sworn to, and the date of record was May 4,

1855.

Beaudet's addition to Mendota was laid on land owned by
Joseph Beaudet, part of lots 3 and 4, section 27, township 28,

ranges 23 and 24. The plat was tiled for record November 17,

1856. it Avas surveyed by \V. E. Beall and recorded March 27,

1857.

The selection, by the Avar departmenl, of Fort Snelling as the

rendezvous for volunteers during the AVar of the Rebellion, AAms

a fatal bloAV to Alendota. The proximity to that post Avas an

inducement for the soldiers to freipient it by day and night, to

the annoyance, and indeed, danger, of the families of respectable

residents, many of Avhom sold their dAvellings and other property

at any sacrifice and transferred themselves in all haste to other

and more quiet localities. Air. Sibley, avIio had been put at the

head of the forces in the field to suppress the hostile Indians, after

the terrible outbreak and massacre of 1862, was appointed general

of A'olunteers by President Lincoln and placed in command of

the military district of Alinnesota, embracing also northern Da-

kota, Avith head((uarters at St. Paul, to Avhich city he removed

Avith his family in November of that year.

It is an historical fact that Alendota Avas the place selected

by the senate committee on states and territories when the bill

providing for the organization of Alinnesota as a territory Avas

pending.

In the original bill, as reported to the Senate, Alendota Avas

named as the capital of the territory, and it is OAving to the strict

integrity of Henry H. Sibley, then delegate from AVisconsin terri-

tory, that St. Paid Avas substituted. The circumstauees Avere as

folloAvs: Stephen A. Douglas, chairman of the committee on

states and territories of the United States Senate, had, a short

time before the question of Alinnesota as a territory had arisen,

made an extended pleasure trip to this region. During this tour

he Ausited Pilot Knob, the elevation in the rear of Alendota, and

Avas particadarly pleased Avith the magnificent and extended vieAV

to be obtained from that point. To the left stretched the valley

of the Alinnesota and, in the center, the gorge of the Alississippi

and the country surrounding the Falls of St. Anthony. To the

right, the “Father of AA^aters,’’ sweeping majestically through

a grand curve, past the white bhift's and the embryo city of St.

Paul ;
Douglas had this view in mind Avhen drafting the bill, and

decided that Pilot Knob aa^s the place for the capitol buildings,

as they could be seen for miles on every side. At tbat time,

1849, the only settlements of importance in the proposed tend-
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tory Avere those in St. Paul, St. Autliouy and Stilhvater, and IMr.

Sibley knew that the wishes of his constituents were that the

eapitol should he located at St. Paul, the university at St. An-

thony, and the penitentiary at Stillwater. AVhen a copy of the

hill was presented to Air. Sibley he discovered, to his consterna-

tion, that Alendota had been inserted as the capital instead of St.

Paid. He immediately went to Senator Doug’las for an explanation,

and was given the senator's reasons for wishing the eapitol placed

at Alendota. “But,” said Air. Sibley, “this will not do at all.

St. Paul is the iilace the people of the territory Avish for their

ca])ital, and I cannot go contrary to their Avishes. ” To this Doug-

las replied, that he supposed as Sildey OAiuied land at Alendota,

that it Avould benefit him to have the capital located there. Sibley

lold him, that for that A'ery reason he objected to haAung the

c apital located there. Douglas then ottered to assume all re-

sponsibility of the affair, and to guarantee that Sibley’s name
should not appear in the transaction, But it Avas of no aAmil

;

Sibley still insisted on having St. Paul named, instead of Alen-

dota, stating that he did not come to AVashington to eater to the

individual intrests of H. H. Sibley, but to carry out the Avishes of

the iieople Avho had sent him. Finally Senator Douglas agreed

that if the committee saAV fit to make the desired change he Avould

not oppose it. Accordingly, Sibley Avent before the committee

and, after much persuasion, secured the change, and the bill

passed, naming St. Paul as the capital. General Sibley Avould

undoubtedly have benefitted greatly had Alendota been named,

but his natiA’e honesty and loAm of right Avould not alloAv him to

go contrary to the Avishes of those Avho placed him in the position

he then occupied as the representatKe of the people, and thus

Alendota Avas deprived of the distinction Douglas Avished to confer

upon it.

In 1848 there Avas a postoffice established at Alendota, H. H.

Sibley as the first postmaster.

In 1856 General Sibley built a stone church, Avhieh Avas used

for Episcopal services. This church Avas erected at a cost of

.$2,000, Avhich Avas defrayed entirely by General Sibley.

In 1856 a saAvmill Avas erected on the river, or slough, by P. J.

Scheffer. It Avas run by a portable engine. In 1857 Eli Pettijohn

purchased the property and brought from Shakopee an upright

saAV and the machinery for a flour mill. He ran the mill a feAV

years, then disposed of it to Franklin Steele, Avho sold to other

parties. The investment Avas never a paying one, and the mill

finally became the propeiffy of the Questions brothers, who re-

moved it to Scott county.
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MENDOTA TOWNSHIP.

The township of iMendota, as designated hy the county com-

missioners at their hrst meeting at Hastings, in April, 1858, com-

prised all that portion of townships 27 and 28 north, of range 23,

west of tlie fourth i)rincii)al meridian, lying within the houndaries

of Dakota county. September 20, 1858, the l)oard of county com-

missioners set off tlie south half of township 27 as iMontgomery,

hut not being satisfactory to the residents the action was recon-

sideretl and the town lapsed to Mendota, whose l)Oundaries re-

mained uncliangetl until the winter of 1861, wlien the town of

Eagan, consisting of township 27, range 23, was formed by special

act of legislature. iMendota then contained all in the county of

township 28.

In 1874 the city of St. Paul annexed the village of West St.

Ihud, Avhich took from the town of IMendota the point of land

along the river on the north, containing less than one section.

Tlui present houndaiies are: On the north, the iMississippi river

and the city of St. Paul; on the east, by the city of AVest St. Paul,

Dakota county; on the south, by the town of Eagan; and on the

west, by the Alinnesota and Alississippi rivers. The town con-

tains seven whole and seven fractional sections, or an area of

6,700 acres of land.

The tAvo gi-eat rivers forming its western and northern houn-

daries, with the sloughs extending from them into the land, fur-

nish excellent drainage. There are several lakes in the town,

the largest of which is Pickerel lake, lying in the northern part

of the town in section 13, so named from the fine pickerel Avith

Avhich its Avaters a.l)ound. Koger's lake is in sections 26 and 35,

and Avas originally called Alartin’s lake, after tlie first settler

on the nortliAvest quarter of section 35. In 1879 the lake was
given its present name in honor of the oldest settler on its shores.

Augusta lake, in the southern part of section 27, and extending

into section 34, Avas named after a daughter of General Sibley.

Lemay lake, in section 34, Avas named for C. Lemay, one of the

oldest settlers of the county, aaTo made his claim in 1849. There

are also several small, unnamed lakes in different portions of the

toAvnship furnishing a liberal su]iply of Avater for the use of

stock and other puri)oses.

The surface of the loAvnship is rolling, and along the Alissis-

sippi river is bluffy. In its original state it Avas covered with a

groAvth of oak and maiile timber. Along the Alinnesota, extend-

ing back a distance of from 80 to 160 rods, the land is low and

marshy and can only be utilized in dry seasons, at Avhich times

large quantities of hay are procured.

The soil is a rich loam, Avith clay sidi-soil. In the north and
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'^vest the farmers are quite extensively engaged in market garden-

ing, Avhicli their proximity to the city of 8t. Paul makes profitable.

Many fine farms have been cleared from this rough, timbered

country.

The northern and Avestern portions of the town Avere Avithin

the limits of the original military reseiwation, and the first road

built through the toAA-n Avas the military road biAilt in 1849 by

Major Dodtl, and knoAAm as the ‘'Dodd’’ road. This road has

since been extended and improved.

The early settlement of the village of Mendota has already

been recorded ,and that of the tOAAUi is so closely intei’AVOA'en

Avith it that little more can be said. Nearly all the pioneers in

this toAA'n settled in the village first, and after the country Avest

of the Mississippi riA”er Avas throAvn open to settlement made
claims in the surrounding country and began farming. Hithei’to,

the principal business had been trading Avith the Indians. C.

Lemay came to Mendota in 1849 and made a claim in section 34,

AAdiich Avas the first claim located back from the village, lie built

his house in 1852. E. Perron came in 1851, and the folloAving year

purchased the farm of Peter Felix, Avho had preempted the claim.

C. Conney preempted' the claim in AAdiat is noAv Eagan, and in

1871 purchased a farm of General Sibley, AAdiere he made his

home. P. iMartin preempted the D. UnderAvood farm in 1854.

The Le C’laires made a claim at an early date. S. C. Staples set-

tled on section 13, in 1854. E. G. Kogers came to iMinnesota in

1856 and purchased a farm in section 35 in 1857. In 1851, Clement

Voudell, Avho came to Mendota in 1848. settled in sections 13 and

24. The first fcAV years after his arriA'al in iMinnesota he Avas

engaged in the pineries and in teaming for the gOAmrnment.

Joseph Beaudet came from Canada in 1850 and to iMendota in

1852, anti preempted the land AAdiere he made his home, adjoining

the A’illage on the northeast. In November, 1856, he platted about

tAventy-four acres as an addition to the village. Among the early

settlers in the tOAvnship Avere many avIio settled in Avhat became

the toAvn of Eagan.

The organization of the tOAAui of Mendota occurred May 4,

1858, by the election of the folloAving officers ; Patrick Eagan,

chairman; Michael Lynch and Joseph Vizena, supeiwisors
;
G. S.

lYhitman, clerk; Christopher Nugent, assessor; James Thomas
and James McC. Boal, justices of the peace ; llypolite Dupixis,

OAmrseer of poor. At a meeting of the board, held May 29, the

toAvn Avas divided into fiA'e roads districts, Joseph Beaudet was
appointed OA^erseer of No. 1, Treffla Auge, of No. 2; Thomas
Kelley, of Nos. 3 and 4, and Thomas Daily, of No. 5. At a special

meeting George Auge was appointed assessor in place of C.

Nugent, remoA-ed.



478 HISTORY OF DAKOTA COUKTY

At the annual meeting of 1859, ninety-three votes were cast.

Patrick Eagan was elected chairman and Alichael Lynch and

Josei)h Vizena, supervisors; G. S. AVhitman, clerk. The amount
collected hy tax for 1859 was $958.78; amount paid for expenses,

$1,018.95. At the annual meeting for 1860, li. J. Shaefer was
elected chairman and Daniel Underwood and Michael Dupuis,

supervisors; Phillip Crowley, clerk. At the annual meeting of

1861, a tax of one and one-half mills was voted for schools, three

mills for current expenses, and one-half mill for roads and

bridges. Fifty-six votes were cast, and James McC. Boat was
elected chairman and AVilliam Alorrissey and Joseph Vizena,

supervisors
;
P. Crowley, clerk. At the annual meeting of 1862

a tax of three mills for town and one mill for roads was voted.

Sixty-four votes were cast, and P. B. Thompson was elected chair-

man, Joseph Vizena and AVilliam Alorrissey, supervisors; P.

Crowley, clerk. At the annual meeting of 1863 a tax of three

mills for current expenses and two mills for roads was voted.

P. B. Thompson was elected chairman, AA'illiam Alorrissey and

Alichael Lynch, supervisors; P. Crowley, clerk. At the annual

meeting in 1864 a tax of two and one-half mills for current ex-

penses and two mills for roads Avas voted. James Thomas Avas

elected chairman; AA^. Alorrissey and II. E. Descorius, supervisors;

P. CroAAdey, clerk. In 1865, a tax of tAvo mills for roads and tAVO

and one-half mills for toAAUi purposes AA^as voted. Alichael Lynch

Avas elected chairman; Timothy Pee and Joseph Vizena, super-

visors
;
P. CroAvley, clerk. In 1866, one and one-half mills for

current expenses and one and one-half mills for roads Avere Amted.

AV. Alorrissey Avas elected chairman, Timothy Pee and Eloi Pams,

supervisors
;
P. Crowley, clerk. In 1867 a tax of one and one-

half mills Avas voted for current expenses. James Thomas Avas

elected chairman, E. G. Rogers and AA^. Blair, supervisors
;
J. D.

Rogers, clerk. In 1868 a tax of two mills for current expenses

and tAvo and one-half mills for roads Avas voted. C. A. Stephens

AAms elected chairman
;
AA^. Alorrissey and Cornelius Guiney, super-

visors
;
T. T. Smith, clerk.

In 1870 a tax of seven mills for roads and l)ridges and three

for current expenses Avas Anted. Cornelius Gxiiney Avas elected

chairman; T. T. Smith and Robert Holgate, supervisors; C. A.

Stephens, clerk. In 1872 four and one-half mills for tOAvn ex-

penses AAms A-oted. Cornelius Gixiney elected chairman
;
R. Hol-

gate and T. T. Smith, supervisors
;

AI. Lynch, clerk. In 1872 a

tax of tAvo and one-half mills for current expenses Avas Anted.

AI. Lynch elected chairman; C. Guiney and C. Lemay, supeiwisors;

AI. Scanlan, clerk; C. Lemay resigned and D. N. Bryant Avas ap-

pointed ; AI. Lynch appointed clerk in place of Scanlan, resigned.

In 1873 a tax of five mills for toAvn and fiAn mills for roads and
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bridges was voted; M. Lynch elected chairman; D. X. Bryant

and T. Fee, supervisors; C. 0. Sprague, clerk, at the election

of 1874 a tax of five mills for current expenses was voted; J. L.

LeAvis elected chairman
;
T. Fee and Charles Small, supervisors

;

T. Nealy, clerk; D. X. Bryant, justice. In 1875 it Avas Amted to

raise $400 to pay on deposit, $300 for current expenses and $500

for roads and bridges; T. T. Smith elected chairman; C. Lemay
and C. Small, supervisors

;
T. Nealy, clei’k. In 1876 it Avas voted to

raise $200 for current expenses; T. T. Smith elected chairman;

Charles Small and D. Lemay, sui>ervisors
;
D. X. Bryant, clerk.

In 1877 it Avas voted to apply $200 for tOAvn purposes and $100

for roads and bridges; T. T. Smith Avas elected chairman; Charles

Small and EdAvard Perron, supervisors; D. X. Bryant, clerk.

In 1878 it Avas voted to raise $130 for current expenses and $875

for roads; T. T. Smith elected chairman; C. Small and James

Auge, supervisors; D. X. Bryant, clerk. In 1879 it Avas voted

to raise $150 for toAAm purposes
;
Henry Dehrer elected chairman

;

Charles Small and James Auge, supervisors; D. X. Bryant, clerk.

In 1880 it Avas A'oted to raise $180 for current expenses
;
Henry

Dehrer elected chairman
;
James Aiige and C. F. Staples, super-

visors; D. X. Bryant, clerk. In 1881 it Avas A’oted to raise $200

for current expenses
;

II. E. C. Dehrer elected chairman
;
C. F.

Staples and James Auge, superAusors; D. X. Bryant, clerk.

Schools. The original school district Avas composed of the

Avhole of the toAvu AAuth portions of the adjoining tOAAm. The first

school Avas taught by Lejeudre, a Frenchman, in the old log

church erected liy Father Kavoux in 1842. The district purchased

of H. II. Sibley the stone church AAdiich he erected in 1856, at an

expense of $1,500.

Another school district Avas organized as Xo. 3, being set off

from Xo. 6 in 1859 by the county commissioners, but Avas after-

AAmrds reorganized, in 1862, and renumbered. The first board of

officers Avere S. C. Staples, director; J. AY. AIcGrath, treasurer,

and J. Truman, clerk. Phillip CroAvley Avas the first teacher.

The first schoolhouse Avas, built the same year, of Avood. 24x30,

at an expense of $300.

Another school district Avas set off' by an act of the legislature,

approved March 6, 1871. The district Avas organized April 6,

AAuth the folloAving board: E. G. Rogers, director; L. Trapp,

treasurer, and R. Holgate, clerk. The schoolhouse, of Avood,

30x40 feet, at an expense of $400, Avas erected in .time for the

spring school, Avhich Avas taught by Sarah Shelley.

Early Mails. During the first three years the mails for the

garrison were carried by soldiers from Prairie du Chien. In the

summer they made the trips t\vo or three times during the season,

AAuth keelboats or canoes, also bringing supplies for the garrison.



480 HISTORY OF DAKOTxV COUNTY

In the Avinter tin* trip Avas one of liardship and danger, occupying

many days. The AA'hole distance to Prairie du Chien AAms generally

traA'ersed on the ice, in a sort of sledge draAA’n by dogs or a

Canadian pony, called a train du glace. Excepting probably an

encampment or tAA'O of Indians there aauis no sign of a human
habitation from Fort Snelling to Fort CraAA'ford (Prairie du
Chi(‘u), and during the trip the mail carriers and their animals

must subsist as best they coidd. This sort of winter transporta-

lion Avas k(‘pt up until stage seiudces AA^ere established in 1849.

In (May, 1828, the tirst steamboat arri\'ed at Fort Snelling, and

I lieiiceforAA'ard steamlioats carried the mails generally to that

post until a r(‘gular packet line aauis established to St. Paul in 1847.

or course, AAunter scrA’ice in those days Avas irregnlar. For in-

stanc(‘, in one of Taliafei'ro ’s journals, kept at Fort Snelling,

noAV in tin* archiAu^s of the Historical Society, we tind it noted

that on -lanuary 2fi, 182(i, there aauis much rejoicing OA^er the ar-

rival of tAvo officers “from below,’’ avIio had returned from a fur-

lough, l)]'inging the first mail received for five mouths. In May,

1882, a soldim- at Fort CraAvford, named James llalpin, Avas de-

tailed by Colonel Zachary Taylor, then commander of that post, to

cari-y the mail from Fort CraAvford to Fort Snelling. A small

pouch of mail Avas all there Avas to carry, and he made the journey

on fool, the I'ound trip occupying generally tAvo Aveeks. He car-

ried the mail a Avhole year. There Avas not a human habitation

on his Avhole route, unless he fell in AAuth a tepee of Indians.

Mendota village hoav has a popvdation of a little over 300.

II is (juite a railroad center, and is reached by both the C., M. &
St. P. and the C., St. P. & O. railroads. It has a fine Catholic

chnrcli. Among the business houses are a hotel, a flour mill, a

genei'al store, a .smithery and saloons. Mail, express, telephone

and telegraph services are excellent. The name is derivetl from

that of the toAAuisliip, Avhich means the joining of the riAmrs, or

perhaps, more properly, the moulb of the river.

Navigation of the Minnesota. For generations unknoAvn, the

only craft the bosom of the Minnesota bore was the canoe of the

Indian. Then came the French traders Avith their retinue of

voyageurs, Avho made the riAmr an avenue of a great commerce

in Indian goods and costly furs. For OAm.r a hundred years fleets

of canoes and MackinaAv boats laden Avith Indian merchandise

plied constantly along the riAmr’s sinuous length. The sturdy

voyageurs, hoAvever, left to history but a scant record of their

adventurous life. A braAm and hardy race Avere they, inured to

eA^ery lAcril and hardshhip, yet ever content and happy; and long

did the Avooded bluffs of the Minnesota echo Avith their songs of

old France. The first Avhite men knoAvn to have naAugated the

Minnesota Avere Le Sueur and his party of miners, Avho entered its
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mouth in a felucca and two rowboats on September 20, 1700, and

reached the Blue Earth river on the 30th of the same month.

The next spring he carried with him down the river a boatload

of blue or green shale, Avhicli he had dug from the bluffs of the

Blue Earth in mistake for copper ore. This is the first recorded

instance of freight transi^ortation on the ^Minnesota river.

The first steamboat to enter the Minnesota river Avas the Vir-

ginia, on IMay 10, 1823. She Avas not a large Amssel, being only

118 feet long by 22 feet AAude, and she ascended only as far as

Mendota and Fort Snelling, AAdiich, during the period betAveen

the years 1820 and 1848, Avere about the only points of importance

in the territory noAV embraced Avithin our state. Hence, all the

boats naAugating the upper Mississippi in those days had to enter

the Minnesota to reach these terminal points. Except for these

landings at its mouth and save that in 1842 a small steamer Avith

a party of excursionists on board ascended it as far as the old

Indian Aullage near Shakopee, no real attempt Avas made to naAu-

gate the I\Iississippi Avith steamboats until 1850. Prior to this

time it Avas not seriously thought that the riAmr was navigable to

any great distance, for any larger craft than a keel boat, and the

demonstration to the contrary then witnessed has made that year

notable in the history of the state.

In that year the Anthony Wayne, a Mississippi boat Avith a

croAvd of excursionists, ascended the Minnesota as far as the

rapids near CarAmr. The folloAving month (July) the Nemoniee,

a riA'al boat, took an excursion three miles above the falls at

Carver. The Wayne, a feAV days later, made a second excursion

trip, and ascended Avithin three miles of the present city of Man-

kato. Still later, in the same month, the Yankee ascended the

river to a point a little above AAdiat is now the Aullage of Judson,

in Blue Earth county.

Three steamboats ascended the Minnesota as far as TraAmrse

des Sioux in 1851.

By an act of Congress passed June 8, 1852, this rKer, Avhich

hitherto the AAdiites had called the St. Peters, had its ancient Sioux

name, Minnesota, restored to it. Prom that year, until 1871, there

Avas regular steamboat naAugation on the Minnesota riA^er.

In January, 1865, the state legislature appropriated $3,000 to

hnprove the Minnesota riA^er. A force of fifty men was set at

Avork clearing the riAmr of snags and making other improvements.

In 1867 Congress made an appropriation of $7,000 towards the

improAmment of the rwer, and in July bids Avere received by

General G. K. Warren, government engineer, on tAVO proposed

contracts for such improvements. Not much came of this river

improA'ement scheme and it was soon abandoned, as the advent

of railroads into the valley rendered it unnecessary.
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The Osceola, Captain Haycock, a small boat, ascended the river

as far as Jledwood, once in the spring of 1872, twice in the spring

of 1873, and once in the spring of 1874. The water, howevei-,

was quite low each season and navigation ditticult. In 1876,

on the high Avater of the spring, the Ida Fidton and Wyman Z.

came up the river, and ten years later, in 1886, one trip was made
by the Alvira. Again, for ten years, no steamboat was seen on

the Minnesota until, taking advantage of a freshet, in April, 1897,

Captain E. W. Durant, of Stillwater, ran his boat, the Henrietta,

a, stern-Avheel vessel 170 feet long, Avith 40 staterooms, on an

excursion to Ileiidei'son, St. Deter and Mankato.

With the advent of civilization, the surface of the country has

been exj)osed by cultivation, so that much of the moisture evapo-

rates, causing all of our streams to shrink to half their former

size. Thus it has come to pass that he Avho sees the klinnesota of

today Avonders tliat it Avas ever a navigable stream. But the old

settler Avho remembers the idver in its prime, Avhen it carried on

its SAvelling bosom the commerce of its great valley, can see in

the tlim vistas of tlie past a different scene
;
and many a tale of

thrilling interest can he tell of those bygone days, Avhen our

sky-tinted river Avas navigable.



CHAPTER XVI.

SUBSTANTIAL MEN.

Sketches of Those Who Have Assisted in the Progress of Dakota

County—Plare of Birth—Education—Early Experiences

—

Profession, Trade or Occupation—Ancestry—Offices and

Public Service.

The true history of any section of a coiiutry is told in the lives

of the men and Avonien who liave lived in that locality. It is

fitting, therefore, that in addition to relating the salient facts

of the existence of this vicinity, we should also study the lives

of the men Avho have assisted in its upbuilding. And it may truth-

fully be said tbat the honest, steady-going men who have spent

their lives in honest toil on the farm, have had as great a part

in the progress of the county as have the more notable leaders.

At considerable troulde, the managers of this publication have

secured the important facts in the lives of sevei'al hundred men
in Dakota county. The list has been selected as a representative

one. Possibly some have been omitted whose sketches others

would like to see therein, for pi'obably no two men could agree

on a truly representative list. The following sketches have been

sul)mitted for approval to those best suited to judge of their

correctness. Such few mistakes as may occur are due to the fact

that in some cases, fortunately few, the sul)jeet of the sketch has

not given the sincere cooperation that would have as.sured abso-

lute accuracy.

Henry Hastings Sibley was born at Detroit, IMich., February

20, 1811. The history of the Northwest about that time, the

perilous condition of the frontier, the savage warfare that deso-

lated the region, the siege and surrender of Detroit, and the

hardships experienced by the whites from 1810 to 1815, are too

Avell-known to need repetition. The Sibley family bore their full

share in those trials. It would almost seem that the subject of

this sketch Avas launched into a career destined from the start

to be one of adventure and stirring incidents, repeating the

eventful pioneer life of his ancestors. Thus hereditarily predis-

posed, as it might be said, to a life of close contact Avitli the

strange and romantic elements that haAm ahvays given such a

charm to frontier life in the eyes of the courageous and actiAm,

483
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his innate disposition received a still further bent from the very

condition of society in his boyhood. It was passed in a region

famous for field sports, and the hardy exploits of the hunter and
sailor, where every inhabitant was a fireside bard, reciting those

wonderful epics of “ hair])readth ’scapes,” and “accidents by
flood and field,” perils and feats of the half-mythical heroes of

the frontier legends full of poetry and romance, that seem never

to weary the listener. Young Sibley received an acamedical edu-

cation in his boyhood, ajid subsequently enjoyed two years’

private tuition in the classics from Rev. Mr. Cadle, a fine scholar.

His father had destined him for the profession of law, and at

about the age of 16, he commenced its study in Judge Sibley’s

office. After a year’s attention to this, Henry II. became eon-

\ ineed that his natural inclinations and tastes would lead him to

a more active and stirring life, and so informed his father. Judge
Sibley very wisely told him if such was the case, to pursue his

own wishes as to occupation, a decision that gave to Minnesota

her honored pioneer, one whose history is so interwoven with its

own, that to write the one is almost ipse facto to record the other.

About the age of 17 Henry H. went to Sault Ste. Marie, and Avas

engaged there in mercantile operations for about a year. In

1829 he Avent to IMackiuac and entered the service of the Amer-
ican Fur Company as a clerk. He remained at this post five

years. Here he became acquainted Avith a number of the prom-

inent pioneers of the great NortliAvest, and further acquired a

desire for frontier life. During this time he made his entity into

official life, being commissioned by Governor George B. Porter,

of Michigan Territory, a justice of the peace of Michilimacinac

county. His commission Avas received really before he Avas of

age, and Avas subsequently executed before Michael Dousman,

father of the late II. L. Dousman. In 1834 Mr. Sibley, then 23

years of age, was persuaded by Ramsey Crooks and H. L. Dous-

man to come to Avhat is noAV Minnesota.

On May 2, 1843, General Sibley Avas married to Sarah J. Steele,

of Port Snelling. Mrs. Sibley died May 21, 1869, a lady of rare

Aurtues and accomplishments, and Avell fitted to adorn the prom-

inent station in society Avhich she occupied for so many years, in

Washington City and Minnesota. Mr. Sibley held for many years

the office of justice of the peace for Clayton county, loAva, in

which Minnesota west of the Mississippi river was then included.

His jurisdiction Avas coextensiAm Avith Avhat noAV forms all of the

state Avest of that river, a portion of loAva and a large part of

the present Dakota states, klost of the criminal cases occur-

ring in this Amst region during that 'period were brought before

him. Prominent among these wei*e the murder of Hays, at St.

Paul in 1838, by Phelan, and the alleged murder of young Simp-
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son, nephew of the Arctic explorer, in 1840. On October 30,

1848, General Sibley was elected by the people of what was then

considered as “AVisconsin Territory,” the residue of the old terri-

tory of that name left after the state was admitted. He was

admitted to a seat after much trouble, and during the session was

enabled to secure the passage of a bill organizing the Territory

of Alinnesota, which became a law Alarcli 3, 1849. In the fall of

1849 he was again elected delegate for two years, and again in

1851, for another term. In the fall of 1853 he declined a further

nomination. In 1857 General Sibley served as a member and

president of the Democratic branch of the Constitutional Conven-

tion, and Avas soon after nominated and elected gOA^ernor. OAving

to the delay in the admission of the state, he Avas not inaugurated

until May 24, 1858. In 1871 General Sililey also seiwed one term,

in the house of representatUes, and also served as a regent of

the State UniA-ersity and president of the State Normal school.

The foregoing is a brief memorandum of General Sibley’s

civil serA'ices, and Ave desire to add also a short sketch of his

military record. The Sioux outbreak occurred on August 18,

1862, and on August 19, General Sibley was appointed by Gov-

ernor Kamsey to the command of the military expedition, Avith

the rank of colonel commanding the field, but really AA'ith the

poAvers and duties of a general. AunuA’ing at the frontier, eAmry-

thing Avas found in a terrible state. XeAV Ulm and other tOAvns

had ])eeu partly burned, hundreds of persons massacred, the

country laid Avaste, and numbers of Avomen and children captiAm

in the hands of the brutal savages. Panic reigned eA’ervAAdiere.

The state authorities Avere entirely unprepared to meet this out-

burst of savage fury, Avhich Avas as unexpected as it was sudden.

Arms and amnmnition Avere Avanting
;
there Avas no gOA^ernment

transportation on hand; seAmral thousand of young men had

been Imrried to SoiAthern fields, leaving only a feAV hundred raAV

and undisciplined A'olunteers to cope Avith the numerous, Avell-

armed aiid thus far, triumphant enemy. General Sibley’s first

ob.ject Avas to protect the most exposed points, until he could be

furnished Avith reinforcements of men, munitions of Avar and

rations. The Indians Avere repulsed at NeAv Ulm by the forces

under Colonel Plandrau ; at Fort Kidgely and at Birch Coulee

successfully and finally beaten in battle at Wood Lake on Sep-

tember 23, by Gen. Sibley. By good management, strategy, and

his thorough knoAAdedge of Indian character, General Sibley Avas

enabled to not only affect the release of the AA'hite captUes,

nearly 250 in number, but to take prisoners about 2,000 men,

Avomen and children of the enemy. He then constituted a military

commission, Avith Colonel AYilliam Crooks as president, by AA'hich

the Indian Avarriors, to the number of more than 400, Avere tried.
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303 condemned to death for murder and massacre, and others to

various terms of imprisonment from one to ten years, for pillage

and rohhery. The execution of the condemned was prevented by
the order of Fresident Lincoln, at the earnest solicitation of some

Quakers in Pennsylvania, and so-called “humanitarians” in New
England, very much to the disgust and dissatisfaction of the

people of IMinnesota. Finally, General Sibley was ordered by the

President to execute, thirty-eight of the criminals convicted of

rape and massacre of the Avhites, which was done December 21,

18G2, at INIankato, the whole number being hanged on one scaffold.

The remainder of the convicted Indians Avere taken to Davenport

in tlie spring of the following year, Avhere they Avere kept in con-

tinement for some moidhs. A large i>ro])ortion died of disease,

and the survivors eAxnitually released, and taken to Fort Thomp-

son, on the Missouri river, Avhere they rejoined their families.

Sc])tember 29, 1862, President Lincoln commissioned Colonel

Sibley as a brigadier general for gallant services in the field. The

Avinter Avas spent in fonning a cordon of posts and garrisons, Avith

a line of scouts and patrols across the frontier. General Sibley,

in accordance Avith the unanimous Avish expressed, accepted the

nomination tendered him by the President, and proceeded Avith

the organization of an expedition to Devil’s Lake and vicinity,

to attack and defeat the Sioux knoAvn to be in that section. The

expedition left Camp Pope June 16, marched into Dakota, had

three battles Avitli the Indians, besides skirmishes, and advanced

as far as the IMissouri river, driving the hostile bands across that

stream. Having accomplished its objects and freed the IMinne-

sota frontier from all apprehensions of Indian raids, it returned

to Fort Snelling in September.

The years 1864 and 1865 Avere employed in conducting meas-

ures for the defense of the frontier, Avhieh resulted in completely

restoring safety to the Avestern counties and depriving the savages

of an opiAortunity to molest them. NoAmmber 29, 1865, General

Sibley Avas appointed brevet major general, “for efficient and

meritorioiAS serAuces.” He Avas relicAUAd from the command of

the District of IMinnesota in August, 1866, by order of the Presi-

dent, and detailetl Avith IMajor General Curtis, United States Vol-

unteers, as meml)ers of a mixed civil and military commission, to

negotiate treaties Avith the hostile Sioux, and other disaffected

bands on the upper IMissouri, Avhich duty Avas successfully dis-

charged, treaties having been made at Fort Sully Avith the Sioux,

and sul)sequently ratified by the senate. General Sibley died

in 1891.

We have thus endeavored to condense in a fcAv lines, the

leading points of a long and active career of one so prominently

identified Avith the history of the NortliAvest, that scarcely more
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than an outline is given, of Avhat should occupy almost , a volume

of itself.

Jean Baptiste Faribault was born in Berthier, Canada, in 1774,

being one of a family of ten chilcb-en, of whom only four attained

mature age. He attended school until sixteen years old, when

he Avas engaged as clerk by a merchant named Thurseau, living-

in Ouebee, Avith AA-hom he remained tAvo years. He Avas then

employed by the Arm of McNides & Company, importers, in the

same city. He continued in their service for a term of six years.

Although treated by his employers Avith great kindness and con-

sideration, young Faribault Avas of too restive and adventurous

a disposition to be contented longer Avith the monotony of a

residence in tOAAUi. It Avas only by the combined influence and

persuasion of his kindred and friends, that he Avas prevented

from encountering the hardships and dangers of a sailor's life,

for Avhich he had early manifested a decided inclination. A
short time after, the Xortlnvest Fur Company, AA'hose operations

embraced a large portion of the XortliAvest, desired to secure

the services of three or four young and enterprising men to act

as traders among the Indians. In spite of the opposition of his

family, young Faribault, carried aAvay by the romance and ad-

A’enture of a life among the saA’ages in a remote part of the

country, offered himself, and Avas accepted. He, Avith three other

young men, Avere dispatched, under the charge of tAvo agents of

the comjAany, in May, 1798, to their seA’eral fields of labor. They

proceeded to Montreal, thence from the head of the rapids on

Grand riA^er they Avended their long and Aveary Avay in Avhat was

termed a light canoe, composed of birch bark, to the distant

island of Miehilimackinae, noAA" called IMackinac. After a long

and tedious Anyage of fifteen days the island of Mackinac Avas

reached, much to the joy of the Avearied adAmnturers. The

station or trading post to Avhich young Faribault was assigned

Avas that of Kankakee, on the rKer of that name, not so \ery far

from the present site of the city of Chicago.

Mr. Faribault displayed so much business tact during the

first Avinter’s operations, that Mr. Gillespie, A\fith his consent,

assigned to him the charge of a more important post on the Des

Moines riA-er, about tAA'o hundred miles aboA’e its mouth, on the

Avest side of the IMississippi rXer. The post Avas named RedAvood,

and the Indians Avith AAdiom he Avas to trade Avere the Dakota

or Sioux, speaking a language entirely different from that of

the PotaAvattomies, the latter being a branch of and speaking the

dialect of the great Algonquin or OjibAva stock. Consecpiently

he required the aid of an interpreter, and a man named Deban
was designated for that position. Mr. Faribault was continued

four years in the charge of the Company. HaA'ing served the
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term for Avhidi he had l)een engaged, he returned to Mackinac,

Avith the intention of going back to Canada, bnt liaA'ing learned

of the sndden deatli of hotli his parents Avithin fifteen days of

each other, iMr. Faril)anlt again entered the serAdees of his former

emidoyers, and Avas dispatched to the riA'er St. Peter’s, noAV the

Minnesota ri\uu-, and took charge of the post at Little Rapids,

about forty miles ahoA'e its moi;th. A man l\y the name of La
Pointe Avas assigned him as interpreter.

During the third year of his residence at Little Rapids, Mr.

Faihault married a AAudoAV, the daughter of i\Ir. Ilanse, A\dio had

been preA’iously Superintendent of Indian Affairs. At the time

of their marriage the groom aa'OS in his thirty-first year and the

l)ride in hei’ tAA'enty-second year. This CA^ent preehided any idea

of i\Ir. Fariliault’s return to Canada. lie AA’as thenceforth

permanently established as a denizen of the remote NortliAAmst.

In the fall of 1808, iMr. Paril)aAilt haA'ing aseeidained that the

Sioux hands at Little Rapids had decided to make AA’ar upon the

CliippcAA'as, instead of hunting as usual, concluded that it AA'Ould

be more i>rofitahle to pass the AA’iuter among his old friends the

Yaidcton Sioux, on the Dos Moines riAmr. He aaus cpiite successful

in his trading A'enture, and in tlie spring he made his way AAuth

his returns of furs and skins to iMackinac, the great depot of

the Indian trade, klr. Faribault after ten year’s connection AAuth

the NortliAA^est Company, in the capacity of agent and trader,

resolA'eil to l)egin l)usiness on his oaaui accoiAnt at Prairie du

Chien, AAdiich Avas then a mere hamlet containing a feAA" families,

lie erected a suitable house, and commenced trading AA’ith the

AVinnehagoes, the Poxes and the Sioux of the AA"ak-pa-koota band,

these seA'cral tribes being at peace AAuth each other. lie con-

tinued in tliis business for a number of years. In addition to the

regular trade AAuth Indians, Mr. Paril)ault, entered upon an

exchange of goods for lead, AA'ith a Air. Dubuque, at the point

noAA- occupied by the city of that name. The lead AA-as taken to

St. Louis in keel-boats, and sold there at a good profit. Fifteen

days Avas considered a good aAmrage trip up the Alississippi from

St. Louis to Prairie du Chien. AA'hen the AAmr of 1812 AAms

declared, the British GoA'ernmeut made great efforts to enlist the

Indians of the NortliAAmst against the Americans. KnoAAung the

great inhuence AA'ielded by the traders among these savages,

commissions in the British army AA’ere tendered to each of them,

and they AA'ere accepted by all hut Alessrs. Faribault and ProAmn-

ealle, aa’Iio declined to take any part against the American GoAmrn-

ment. The sidijeet of this memoir Avas consequently arrested by

a Col. AIcCall, of the British militia serAuce, and held as a prisoner

on a gun boat, commanded by a Captain Henderson, on hoard of

AAdiich AA’ere tAA’o hundred men, enroute to Prairie du Chien to
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dislodge the Americans. He was ordered to take his turn at the

oar but absolutely refused, saying he was a gentleman, and not

accustomed to that kind of labor. Captain Henderson reported

him to Col. McCall for disobedience, hut the latter, admiring his

pluck, not only did not punish him, but receiA'ed him on hoard

his own boat, and treated him with courtesy and kindness.

The combined force of militia and Indians, upon their arrival

at Prairie du Chien, made preparation to attack the American

post. The families on the outside of the fort abandoned their

homes, some of them taking refuge within the stockade, and

others, Mrs. Faribault among the number, ascended the river

in canoes to what is now called AVinona. Mrs. Faribault sup-

posed her husband to have proceeded to Mackinac, and had no

idea that he was a prisoner in the hands of the attacking party.

A bombardment was opened on the fort, and on the third day

the Americans surrendered to greatly superior numbers. Mean-

time the deserted habitations were robbed of all their contents

by the savages, and Mr. Faribault, in addition to the losses thus

sustained, received the unwelcome intelligence that lead belong-

ing to him of the value of $3,000, which he had left in charge of

Dubuque at his trading station, had been taken possession of

by the hostile Indians, and been distributed among them.

After the surrender of Prairie du Chien, that post was garri-

soned by 200 British regulars. Mr. Faribault was released on

parole, and repaired to his former home but the buildings had

been burnt with their contents by the savages, and his stock of

horses and cattle either run off or destroyed. He was thus left

almost penniless, but, with his u.sual energy, he set himself

industriously to work to retrieve his shattered fortune. The

band of Sioux with whom Mrs. Faribault had taken refuge had

remained neutral during the war, and they manifested their warm
friendship for the old trader by bringing him game in abundance,

and all the furs and skins they could collect from their hunts.

AA'hen peace was proclaimed, Col. Bolger, the British commander
of the post at Prairie du Chien, withdrew his forces after having

destroyed the buildings and stockade, and proceeded to Alackinac.

The following spring a detachment of American riflemen under

Col. Chambers rebuilt and garrisoned the fort. Air. Faribault

in due form declared his intention to become a citizen of the

United States, and a militia company having been organized, he

received the appointment of First Lieutenant. The Northwest

Fur Company not being permitted to continue their business

upon American territory, sold out their interests to the American

Fur Company, of Avhich John Jacob Aster was the head. Joseph

Eolette was constituted the agent of the neAvly-formed association

in the NorthAvest, and Air. Faribault made arrangements with



490 KISTOEY OF DAKOTA COUKTA"

liim for a supply of such merchandise as was requisite for his

trade, lie continued at Prairie du Chien for a period of three

years, and was quite successful in husiness. At the end of that

time he removed his trading station to Pike's Island, near the

l)resent Fort Snelling. This was done at the suggestion of Col.

Leavenworth, who was enroute up the Mississippi to establish

a military 2)ost at or near the junction of that river with the St.

Petei-s, now IMinnesota. Having fallen in Avith ]\lr. Faribault at

Prairie du Chien, Col. Leavemvorth Avas much impressed Avith the

intelligence and extensiA’c knowledge of the Sioux Indians, their

chai'actei’ ami habits, displayed by that gentleman, and strongly

urged him to accompany the command, promising that if he

Avmdd locate near tin- contemidated post he shoiAld he guaranteed

miltaiw ])iH)tection and encouragement in his business. The trade

at Prairie du Chien had diminished A^ery much in consecpieuce

of the rc'tnoval of the Indians to better hunting grounds, so that

l\lr. Faribault I'cgarded the offer as highly advantageous, ami he

accej)ted it Avithout hesitation. Leaving his family behind, he

folloAved the troops to their destination the succeeding spring,

and Avas provided Avith cpiarters by Col. LeaveiiAvorth until he

could erect suitable buildings for himself. In this he Avas

materially aidetl by his militai-y friends. Mr. Faribault in atldi-

tion to his regular business, had a strong penchant for farming,

Avhich inclination he had a good opportunity to gratify on “Pike

Island," Avhere his log cabins Avere situated. He soon had a

goodly number of acres under cultivation, and Avas favored Avith

good crops so that he and his family, aaTo had rejoined him,

Avere contented and happy for the space of tAvo entire years. In

June of the thii-d year there occurred a flood in the ^Mississippi,

Avhich covered the island and carried off or destroyed all his

moveable ]>roperty. NoAvise discouraged, he crossed to the east

bank of the river, and erectetl a dAvelling and store house on a

plateau Avhich he deemed to be aboA'e high Avater mark. He Avas

kindly assisted as before by the officers of the post, and Avas soon

comfortably established once more. But the fates had more ill

in store for him. for in 1826, four years later, the ice gorged

above the fort to such an extent that the river rose many feet

beyond the highest Avater mark previoiAsly knoAvn, and AA'hen the

liarrier gave Avay under the enormous pressure, the torrent car-

ried Avith it, his buildings and their contents, also his stock of

animals. It Avas indeed fortunate for him that he had received

a friendly Avarning from Colonel Snelling, Avho had succeeded

to the command of the post Itearing his name, of the threatening

condition of the riA^er, and provided him Avith a IMackinac boat,

by Avhich he saA'ed the IKes of himself, his Avife and children,

and secured his Amluable collection of furs and skins. No such
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flood as that of 1826 has ever oeurred in this region, if the testi-

mony of the oldest Indians, and of vdiite men Avho had been

fifty years in the country is to he credited.

Fort Snelling was commenced in 1819, and completed in 1824.

The first barracks for the troops was constructed on the south

bank of the Minnesota river, near the site of the present railroad

bridge. AYell founded apprehensions of high water caused the

removal of these temporary c[uarters to Camp Coldwater, about

a mile north of the present fort, Avhich was occupied until Snell-

ing AA'as finished. In the year 1821, Colonel LeaA’enworth called

together the chiefs and head men of the Sioux bands, and pro-

cured from them a grant of land nine miles square at the junction

of the Mississippi and ^Minnesota rhmrs. In the same treaty

AAms inserted an article by AA'hich Indians donated “Pike's Island"

to the Avife and children of Air. Faribault, Avhose Indian appell-

ation Avas “Cha-pah-sin-tay, ’’ or the “Beaver's Tail." Subse-

quently to the flood in 1826, by Avhicli Air. Faribault sutfered

much, he removed to the spot noAV called Alendota, Avhere he

erected a dAA'elling, and his family liAmd there for many years,

he himself jDassing the winters at the Little Kapids, where he

established a trading post.

Air. Faribault Avas a Avarm Koman Catholic, and was liberal

in his donations to the church. He gaA'e a home in his house to

the KeAV Father Guiltier, the first regxdar Catholic missionary,

Avho came to this region in 1840. and afforded him all the aid

in his poAver in the arduous lalmrs incident to the founding of

a neAV mission. Father Guiltier Avas succeeded by the Eca'.

Father EaA'oux, later Adca General of the diocese of St. Paul,

and he also reeeHed from Air. Faribault substantial and valuable

assistance. Air. Faiubault surviA-ed his Avife and all but four

children of a large family.

The death of Air. Faribault took ixlaee at his daughter's house

in Faribault on August 20, 1860, he haAung attained the advanced

age of eighty-seA'en years. lie closed his eyes upon things

earthly, after Avitnessing the marA-elous changes wrought by
ciAulization in the region- AA’hich had for so many years been his

abiding place, sincerely mourned by a large circle of friends and

acquaintances. Among the pioneers of Alinnesota, there are none

Avhose memory and Avhose name better deseiu'e to be respected

and perpetuated, than Jean Baptiste Faribault.

Joseph. RenshaAV BroAvn Avas one of the most remarkable

men connected AAuth the history of Alinnesota. He was born

January 5, 1805, in Hartford county. Alaryland. His father

remoAmd soon after to Lancaster, Pennsyh’ania, where Joseph E.

was apprenticed to the printing business AA'hen about fourteen

years of age
;
but, being treated harshly by his employer, he ran
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away, joined the army and came to Minnesota with the detach-

ment of troops wliich huilt the cantonment at Mendota, in 1819,

lie left the army ahont 1825, and took np his residence in what

is now IMinnesota, engaging in the Indian trade, lumbering and

other occnpations. lie hecanie allied to the Sioux nation by

marriage, spoke their language, and soon acquired a great in-

huence over them, lie held, at various times, a number of import-

ant offices. In 1838, he was appointed by Gov. Dodge, of AA^is-

consin Terihtory, a justice of the peace, and for several years

]>erformed the duties of that office at his trading post, on Grey

Cloud Island, twelve miles below St. Paid. He was elected a

member of the Wisconsin Legislature from “Saint Croix County,”

in 1840, 1841 and 1842, taking a prominent part in those sessions.

He was also a leading member of the famous “Stillwater Con-

vention” of 1848. lie was Secretary of the Territorial Councils

of 1849 and 1851, and Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives

in 1853; a member of the Council in 1854 and 1855, and House

in 1857
;
and was, besides. Territorial printer in 1853 and 1854.

He Avas appointed agent for the Sioux Indians in 1857. He Avas

also a member (from Sibley county) in the Constitutional con-

Amntion, and Avas one of the commissioners to canvass the first

State Amte. He had large intluence in the early Legislature, and

his party conventions. In 1852, he became editor and jAublisher

of the “Alinnesota Pioneer,” Avhich he carried on for tAvo years

Avith much ability, and established a reputation as an al)le political

Avriter. In 1857, he started, at Henderson, a toAvn laid out by

him, the “Henderson Dcmioerat,” which Avas published until 1861.

Alajor BroAvn Avas a pioneer in every sense. He laid out the

first tOAvn site in Alinnesota
;
Avas the first lumberman to raft

logs doAvn the Saint Croix. He aided in the erection of the first

frame, and fii’st stone building in Alinnesota. He assisted in

staking out the first road from Fort Snelling to Prairie du

Chieu, driving the first Avagon over it, and the first from Alendota

to Lac qui Parle. He built the first house in the present limits

of Stilhvater ajid Hastings, etc. During his long and eventful

life he suffered many reverses of fortune, hut Avas ahvays cheer-

Lil and full of energy. He died in Nerv York City, Avhither he

had gone on business, on November 9, 1870. BroAvn county was

appropriately named in honor of him.

John Heinen is one of the leading citizens of this county

and has done much to assist its business and financial stability

and pros])erity. Born in Ramsey county, this state, Alarch 12,

1862, he came to this county Avith his parents as an infant and

spent his early boyhood and youth on a farm in Vermillion

toAvnship, acquiring rugged health and a sturdy character. In

1875 he entered the office of the county auditor as deputy, and
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there remained six years. His honest and painstaking work in

this capacity commended itself to the directors of the Farmers’

and Traders’ Bank, and recognizing him as one of the rising-

young men of the county, they employed him in a clerical position.

In that capacity his accommodating spirit and genial manners

won many friends, and in 1884 when he yielded to the solicita-

tions of his friends to run for the office of register of deeds,

he was imanimonsly elected. In 1891, after serving the county

seven years, he accepted a position as cashier of the First National

Bank, an office which he retains at the present time, his ability

being widely recognized. Aside from holding county office he

has been mayor of Hastings two terms, and has served on the

city council several different years. From 1899 to 1903 he sei'ved

the state as one of the trustees for the Hospital for the Insane,

and for three years he represented the counties of Goodhue and

Dakota on the State Board of Ecpialization. He has also served

on the school board. In a business way he has been no less

prominent. At the organization of the Strand-Humphrey Co.

he Avas one of the original stockholders and directors, and aside

from this he is a director in the IloAvard Time Recorder Co.,

and in the Smead ^Manufacturing Co. Fraternally he has as-

sociated Avith the Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Order of

Foresters and the Geimian Catholic Aid Society, in all of aaTiIcIi

he is still a popular member. Mr. Ileinen Avas married IMay 27,

1884, to Barbara Mainz, daughter of IMichael and Maria (Haas)

(Mainz, the former of Avhom Avas engaged in the avoocI and lime

business. To this union haAm been born tAveUe children. They

are ; Magdalen, born June 27, 1885, died April 26, 1892
;
(Marie,

born October 4, 1887, died April 17, 1892
;
Stephen, born August

24, 1890, died April 11, 1891;John, born February 12, 1889,, died

May 10, 1892
;
Aloysius, born June 11, 1892

;
Agnes, born May

7, 1894; Marcella, born April 28, 1896, died August 11, 1896;

Cecelia, born September 19, 1897; Lucia, born January 7, 1899;

Pauline, born March 26, 1901; Othmar, born November 6, 1902;

and Clements born September 12, 1904 and died Feltruary 25,

1905. The family faith is that of the Catholic church. Nicholas

and Madelena (Kerst) Ileinen, parents of John Heineu, Avere

born in the Rhine provinces, Germany, and came to America in

1854, locating in Reseiwe toAvnship, Ramsey county, this state,

until 1862, when they came to Vermillion toAvnship, this county,

and purchased 80 acres of school land, which being Avild, they

broke and improved. To this land they added from time to

time until they possessed 320 acres, upon Avhich they carried on

general farming. The father died May 22, 1879 and the mother

May 7, 1901.

Alfred M. Adsit, M. D., one of the leading physicians of
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Hastings, was i)orn in jMoores, Clinton County, N. Y., May 21,

1857, and receivt'd his earlier education in the schools of his

neighhorhood. After studying for a time at the Potsdam Normal
School, of Potsdam, N. Y.„ he atteiuled the Detroit Medical

College, at Detroit, Michigan, and subsequent^ took courses in

the Columliiis Medical College, of Columbus, Ohio, graduating

in 1881. This education was also supplemented with post-grad-

uate courses at the IMassaclmsetts General Hospital, of Boston,

iji winch city he made a special study of the human eye and ear.

Aft(‘r obtaining his diploma, Di-. Adsit went to Chaleaugay, N. Y.,

and there practiced until 1885, when he came to Hastings, where

he lias since remained, engaged in the general iiractice of medicine

and surgery, and paying special attention to the eye and ear.

In 1908, together with Drs. Clair and AYold, he opened a private

sanitarium on Second street, with a capacity of fifteen persons.

This sanitarium is accomplishing the humane purpose for which

it is intended and is meeting with great success. Dr. xVdsit is

house physician at the Hastings State Asylum. Being thoroughly

ethical in his practice, Dr. Adsit has allied himself with the

national and state medical bodies, and he has shown his interest

in local affairs by serving on the city and school hoards.

Dr. Adsit was married December 22, 1884, at 5Ialoue, N. Y.

1o Susan F. JManeeley, daughter of Thomas IManeeley. To this

union has been horn one daughter. Myrtle, who after graduating

from the Hastings High School and attending St. Mary's Hall,

at Faribault, noAV lives at home. Mrs. Adsit passed away
September 18, 1907.

.Jacob and Mary (Straight) Adsit, parents of Alfred M. Adsit,

were natives of New York state of English descent. The former

died March 21, 1881 and the latter in 1894.

Frank W. Finch, a prominent tlruggist of Hastings, was horn

in Dalton, Massachusetts, December 25, 1850, and came Avitli

his parents to Hastings in May, 1856. He received his educa-

tion in the public schools of Hastings and afterwards entered

the drug store of C. P. Fuller in 1873 for the purpose of learning

the trade. The following year, September 21, he and his father

purchased the business of l\Ir. Fuller which they conducted under

the name of Finch & Son, until August 15, 1888, when the father

sold his interests to his son who now conducts the business alone.

He has an up-to-date store in his own brick block of three

stories on the corner of Second and Sibley streets, erected by his

father in 1880. The place has modern equipment and he carries

a complete stock of drugs, stationary, paints and oils, glass and

sundries, having met with a marked degree of success. IMr.

Finch was married December 26, 1887, to Mrs. Amelia C. (Bowenl

Lurvey, who had one daughter, Mrs. Mary C. Carter. IMr. Finch
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is a Fepublic-au iu polities. Fraternally, lie associates with Da-

kota Lodge No. 7, A. F. and A. TI., and with Yermilliou Koval

Arch Chapter No. 2, in which he has held the office of secretary

for the past seventeen years. In addition to his real estate and

business interests he is one. of the directors of the First National

Bank of Hastings. Tlie family worships at the Episcopal Church,

of which jMr. Finch has been a vestryman for a numlier of years.

Coming here as a boy, Mr. Finch is exceeded by Init few iu the

matter of long years spent in this county. He has seen Hastings

develop from a pioneer village, and has watched with interest

the development of the county and state, helping in public prog-

ress whenever opportunity affords. Genial and generous, he

is an excellent citizen in every respect.

Edwin S. I'itch was liorn in Auburn. New York, December

8, 1835, son of Isaac and Rhoda S. (Parker) Fitch, natives of New
York state who came west in 1836 and located iu Michigan,

where the father engaged in machine manufacturing for four

years. In 1840 he went to the AVestern Reserve, Ohio, and took

up his trade as blacksmith, but on account of failing health, was
obliged to give it up four years later. He then began the manu-

facture of potash which he continued until 1851, when he moved
to Henry county, Illinois, and engaged in farming. In 1874 he

moved to Hastings, Alinn., where he lived a retired life until his

death May 12, 1883, the mother dying February 12, 1900. Edwin
received his education in Ohio, and after leaving school clerked

in a store. In 1856 he came to Hastings hut shortly after his

arrival was taken sick and returned to Illinois, where he taught

school that winter. In June 1857 he went to Aleeker county.

Minnesota and pre-empted 160 acres of land. In 1859 he was
elected sheritf of Meeker county, serving two years. In 1860 he

entered into the mercantile business, which he conducted in

connection with his other duties for one year. He returned to

Illinois in 1861 remaining for the winter. In the spring of 1862

he went back to Aleeker county and became traveling salesman

for one year, then came to Hastings, September 27, 1862 after

the Indian outbreak in which he took an active part, he was
elected chief of police in 1864, served two years and then was
appointed deputy sheriff, serving fifteen years. In 1883 he

again entered the mercantile business, which he continued until

1892, when ill health compelled him to seek rest. In 1894 he

resumed business until November 1908, after which he retired

from active life. September 27, 1860 he was married to Carrie

L. daughter of Judge A. C. Smith, of Aleeker county, and six

children Avere born: Julius E., of Albert Lea, Daniel aaTio died

in infancy; Frank L., traA’eling salesman; Ella B., married to

Clarence P. Rust, of St. Paul; Harry P. (aaTio died in 1897, aged
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29 years, leaviug- a son Harold L., who was drowned in the Missis-

sippi river, dune 25, 1909;) and Jared B. who died at two years

of age. Mr. Fitch is a staunch republican. He is a high degree

Mason and l)elongs to the Koyal Arch chapter. IMr. Fitch has

taken a life-long interest in church work, being an enthusiatic

supporter of the Presbyterian church, lie has served as trustee

of the Hastings cimrch of this denomination for many years,

has l>een an elder since 1872, and has been prominently identified

with Sunday school activities. The Fitch home is a pleasant

residence at the corner of Kamsey and Eleventh Street.

William H. DeKay, Hastings' city attorney, was born in

Sullivan coiinty, New York, November d, 1845, son of Richard

and Elizabeth (Knapp) DeKay, who came to Illinois in 1848,

from New York where they were born, and engaged in farming

in (McHenry county, until 1854, when they came farther west,

and settled in Minnesota, taking up a claim in Hennepin county,

consisting of 160 acres. Here they carried on a general line

of farming. In 1859 they moved to Hastings, where the father

died the same year, the mother dying in 1884. AYilliam received

his education in the public schools of Illinois and Hennepin

county, and later attended the High School at Hastings. He
then took up the study of law with Judge Crosby, and in 1872,

was admitted to the bar. He began the practice of his profession

at once, being in partnership Avith Mr. Porliman one year, and

later Avith AV. De AA". Pringle. In 1880 he Avas elected justice

of the Police Court, AA'hich position he held for ten years. He
Avas married July 29, 1875, to Julia Van InAvegen, daughter of

LeAvis and Priscilla (Vanetten) Van Imvegen, natives of Ncav

York. In 1865 they came Avest to Alinnesota, locating in Hastings,

Avhere the father Avas a grain dealer. He died in 1900 and the

mother in 1906. Air. and Airs. DeKay have had Iavo children:

Frank C., Avho served Avith the 13th Alinnesota in Alanilla, and is

noAv in Alaryland engaged in business, and Richard H. (deceased).

Air. DeKay is a Republican in his political vieAvs.

He has serA^ed in the city council as alderman for tAvo years

and in 1902 Avas elected city attorney, a position he still holds.

He has also been secretary of the schoool board for three years.

Air. DeKay is a A'eteran of the Civil AA'”ar, liaAung enlisted in the

2d Alinnesota Cavalry in 1864, serving until mustered out at the

close of the Avar at St. Paul. He belongs to the Alasonic Frater-

nity of Dakota Lodge No. 7, and has held all the offices of the

lodge. The family attends the Presbyterian and Episcopalian

churches.

Dr. EdAvay Cobb Avas born in St. Anthony, Hennepin county,

July 13, 1855, son of Stephen and Zella (Young) Cobb,

natHes of Alaine, Avhere the father OAvned a hotel. He came Avest
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in 1847 to St. Anthony, (Minneapolis) whei-e he engaged in the

real estate business, -which he continued for eighteen years. In

1865 he moved to Dakota county, purchased 160 acres of land

in Nininger township and carried on a general line of fanning

until he met his death by falling into a well in 1875. The

mother died at Hastings in 1898. Edway Cobb received his

education in the public schools of Minneapolis and Nininger,

after which he worked at home on the farm. Upon the death of

the father he took charge of the homeplace and remained until

in 1881, when his mother and family came to Hastings to live,

at which time he entered into the livery business at Hastings

under the firm name of McDonald & Cobb. He conducted the

business for five years, selling out in 1886 and engaging in the

practice of Veterinary medicine Avith Dr. C. Cotton. He has

since practiced for many years in Hastings, where he .still resides.

Dr. Cobb Avas married in Nininger to Clara Diddle, daughter of

Mr. and IMrs. Isaac Diddle, natHes of Indiana, Avhere the father

Avas a farmer. They came to Minnesota in 1857 and settled

in Nininger, AA'liere they engaged in farming. Both jAarents are

now deceased. i\Ir. and Mrs. Cobb liaA'e five children : i\Iinnie,

married to George Maher, living at Spokane, "Washington;

Stephen D. living at idinneapolis, engaged in the grain business
;

Grace IHes at Spokane, AYashington, Pearl and Ednah at home.

Mr. Cobb is a republican in his politics. He belongs to the

Hastings Dodge No. 7, A. F. and A. M., and the United AVork-

nien, of Avhich he is inside guard. He has been for many years

a member of the Hastings Fire Department of Avhich he is now
chief.

V7illiam Thompson, noAv deceased, Avas born in Diming-

ton, Alaine, August 14, 1832, and received his education in the

Dimington Academy, after Avliich he Avent to Dynn, Alassachuetts,

Avhere he Avas employed as a clerk in a retail shoe store for a

number of years. In 1857 he came to Alinnesota and engaged in

the business of Avlieat buying, which he continued until his death.

July 20, 1902. He AA'as connected Avitli the Dittle Cannon flouring

mills at Cannon Falls, Goodhue county, Avas A'ic e-president of

the German-American Bank at Hastings and OAAmed seA’eral

large farms in this county and in the Dakotas. A staunch Re-

publican in politics, he Avas quiet and unassuming in manner,

ncA'er seeking public office, but always interested in eA’ei’ything

that Avas for the betterment of the community. His death Avas

sincerely mourned by all Avho kneAV him. Air. Thompson Avas

married to Sarah Y. Aloocly, daughter of Benjamin Aloody., and

to them Avere born tAvo, children, Katherine AD who married E.

C. Anthony
;
and Sewell AA"., avIio is interested in mining at Dos

Angeles, Cal. Airs. Thompson, a woman of lofty purpose and
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sweet cliaracter, died November 17, 1904. She Avas a constant

attendant of the Pi-esbyterian Chnreh, and died in the faith of

that creed.

William J. Yanz, superintendent of the Minnesota Asylum for

the Insane, at Hastings, is a man particularly fitted by nature for

the onei'ous duties pertaining to his position. Combining execu-

tive alulity Avith business judgment, he is at the same time sym-

pathetic and gentle, considerate always of those unfortunates,

Avhose minds, in many cases originally splendid ones, have gHen
Avay beneath the strain of modern conditions. William J. Yanz
AAms born at IMiesville, Douglass tOAA'nship, this county, August 6,

1867, and as a boy attended the public schools of Hastings, later

taking a tAvo years’ course at St. John’s College, in Stearns

county, tliis state. Tlius c(pAipped he became bookkeeper for the

Gardner Floui-ing IMills at Hastings, remaining Avith the firm

seATii years. After this he engaged in the grocery business until

1808, Avhen he first l)ecame a state employe as clerk in the insane

asylum at Hastings. Only three years later his faithful Avork

bore fruit in an appointment as superintendent, a position he has

since filled Avith credit to himself and Avith benefit to the insti-

tution. i\Ir. Yanz has taken an aetiAm interest in the ethical

aspects of his Avork and has consecpiently joined the lilinnesota

State BeneAmlent Association. He is a directoi- of the Hastings

Commercial Club and belongs to the Catholic Order of Foresters

and the Knights of Columbus. His religious affiliation is A\dth

the German Catholic Church, and in politics he is a consistent

Republican. Mr. Yanz Avas married. IMay 14, 1891, to Anna kl.

Volk, born at St. Paul, May 23, 1867. The home of Mr. and

Mrs. Yanz has been blessed Avith eleven children: Marie, born

May 1, 1893 (died June 19, 1909); Frank, August 23, 1895;

Magdeline G., April 20, 1898; Nobert G., September 13, 1900;

Martha C., December 11, 1901 ;
Agatha C., September 3, 1902

;

Henry, NoAmmber 16, 1904 (died March 5, 1905)
;
Retta M., Feb-

ruary 9, 1906; Joseph, August 27, 1908; Dorathu E. and Roman
T. (twins), April 27, 1909.

Frank Yanz, father of William J. Yanz, Avas born in Ger-

many and married klary klemmor, of PennsylAmnia. They moved

to a farm in Indiana and in 1864 located on a farm in kliesville,

this county. Later the family came to Hastings and here the

father engaged in the grocery business. In 1898 he retired from

active life and he and his Avife Avent to California, Avhere they

still reside.

Joseph H. and Mary M. (Dreis) Volk, parents of Mrs. Yanz,

Avei-e natives of Germany and came to America in 1858, locating

in Jordan, Scott county, tliis state. At tlie outbreak of the CiAul

AVar Air. A^olk enlisted in a Alinnesota regiment and served until
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the close of the Avar, when he returned to Jordan and engaged

in the grocery business until his death in 1871. Mrs. Yolk then

came to Hastings and lived here for the remainder of her days,

passing away in 1896.

Edwin E. Tuttle, the efficient and genial postmaster at Hast-

ings, has done much to maintain and increase the excellent

service enjoyed by the patrons of that office. Born in LouisA’ille,

Ky., he spent his early boyhood in Eoek county, YTsconsin, and

came to Hastings as a boy of ten years. Here he received his

schooling and then took up agricultural life in Marshan toAvnsbip,

this county, continuing, liOAveA'er, to maintain his residence in

Hastings. As alderman of the city ten years he shoAved his

intense interest in the ciA'ic progress of Hastings, and his two

terms as mayor AAmre ones of stability and iDrogress. From this

office he resigned in 1901 to accept the position of postmaster,

AA-hich he has since retained, greatly to the satisfaction of the

people at large. Mr. Tuttle Avas married December 25, 1874, to

Eva E. Frank, daughter of IMr. and Mrs. Hiram Frank, of New
York state, both of AAdiom died in Hastings, the former in 1895

and the latter in 1900, having IHed in Minnesota from 1857 to

time of death. To Mr. and Mrs. Tuttle have been born four

children: Clinton E., born April 6, 1878, is now register of

deeds of Dakota county: Frank, born August 21, 1881, is post-

master at Thermopolis, YAo.
;
Curtis L., born 5Iay 7, 1888, IHes

at home; Stella, born December 9, 1890, a graduate of the Hast-

iugh High School. The family faith is that of the 5Iethodist

Episcopal Church. Stiles Tuttle, father of EdAvin E., Avas born

in Vermont, and the mother, Martha Duffy Tuttle, Avas a natHe

of Indiana. They moA^ed to LouisA'ille, Ky., in 1852 and remained

until 1856, AAdien they located in Kock county, Yhsconsin, later

coming to Hastings in the spring of 1864. The father, Avho Avas a

contractor and builder by trade, died December 17, 1897, and the

mother noAv makes her home Avith the subject of this sketch.

Albert H. Truax, of Hastings, Avas born in AVatertoAvn, X. Y.,

June 25, 1843, son of Daniel B. and Lany A. (Couffiryman)

Truax, natHes of XeAv YorT, where the former followed the trade

of carpenter. They migrated Avest in 1853 and landed at Point

Douglas September 28, remaining only a short time. In Jan-

uary, 1854, they settled on a farm in Nininger toAvnship and

engaged in farming. In 1868 they moAmd to Hastings, and Avith

the exception of a few years in Avhich the father Avas assistant

postmaster, haA'e liA^ed a retired life and haA'e iioaa* reached the

good old age of ninety-tAvo and eighty-nine years, respectHely,

Albert Truax receiA^ed his education in the schools of the county

and aftei’Avard took up farming AA'ith his father lAntil 1863, Avhen

he enlisted in the army in Company F, Second Minnesota CaA"-
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ahy, and Avas appointed orderly sergeant. A few montlis later

he was promoted to second lieutenant, Avhicli office he faithfully

lllled until the close of the Avar. He Avas mustered out December

3, 1865, at Foi't Snelling. Tie then returned to the farm in Ni-

ninger tOAvnshij) and on December 19, 1865, Avas married to

Ellen A. Rice, of Castle Rock, Dakota county. In the fall of

1866 he removed to Hastings and engaged in the agricultural

implement business, Avhich he conducted until 1885, Avhen he

entered into the government, city and railroad contracting busi-

ness. lie has since done nearly all of the city contracting and
])uilt the Duluth & Iron Range Railroad from Duluth to Tavo

Harbors. For eight years he Avas engaged on city Avork at

Duluth, living at that place in summers and in Hastings in the

Avinters. He tilled large contracts in Tennessee and Missouri,

and built the locks and dams for the government on the great

IvanaAvha river in AYest Virginia, and for four years made his

home Avith his family at Buffalo, AY. Va. In 1883, Avhile the

government locks Avere being constructed. Air. Truax Avas elected

to the state senate from Dakota county and served until 1891.

He takes a great interest in the affairs of the city and county

in Avhich he liA'CS. In politics he is a Republican. He is a mem-
ber of the Alasonic order and the G. A. R. His family consists

of his AA'ife and three daughters, Alisses V^innie L., Emma L. and

Elberta E., Avife of Dr. AI. A. Knapp, of Alinneapolis. The

family residence is located on the corner of Second and Pine

streets.

George Parker, avIio is hoav living a retired life at Hastings,

where he Avas for many years a prominent bAisiness man. was
born in Pakenham, Lanark county, Ontario, Alay 2, 1848, and

received his education in the public and high schools of his native

place, after Avhich he took up farming until 1875, Avlien he engaged

in the mercantile business at Alanitoba. In this he continued until

1878. Then being filled Avith the spirit of Avanderlust and with

the desire to see more of the country, as Avell as to better himself,

he came to the United States and located in St. Vincent, Alinn.,

AAdiere he conducted a livery barn for the period of four years.

He then Avent to North Dakota, took up a claim of 160 acres of

land in Pembina county, and conducted farming operations until

1883, Avhen he engaged in the railroad contracting and grading

business, in Avhich capacity he has performed work in prac-

tically all parts of the United States. He located in Hastings

in 1884 and has since made his home in this city, folloAving his

business until in 1901, Avhen he retired from active life. His

home is a pleasant residence, corner of Second and Ashland

streets. Air. Parker Avas elected mayor of the city in 1895, and

was three times re-elected thereafter, holding office for a longer
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period tliau any other mayor. He was largely instrumental,

during his administration in obtaining the State Asylum for the

Insane at Hastings, and much credit is due him for the splendid

efforts he made in behalf of the city during that time. He was

married April 20, 1875, to iMary 51. Hemenway, of Pakenham,

Canada, and two children blessed this union ; 5Iary 5iaud, born

February 27, 1876, who died November 5, 1887, and Dora 5Iay,

born 51ay 9, 1880, now wife of C. S. Lowell, an attorney of

Hastings. 51r. Parker is a memlier of the A. O. U. AV. and

the family worshix^s at the Bax~)tist church. In x^olitics he is

Republican.

Thomas P. Moran is a native born son of this county, liaving

first seen the light of day on the old homestead in Rosemount

townshix”), July 31, 1856. He received his education in the dis-

trict schools of the townslipj and remained at home with his

X>arents on the farm until he had i-eached the age of twenty-five

years. In 1882 he became traveling salesman for the Aliune-

ax)olis Harvester Works, in which xmsilion continued one

year. He then engaged in the hardware and agricultural imple-

ment business in Rosemount, which business he conducted until

1891. He served on the village council of Rosemount for a

Xieriod of six years and for four years was town clerk of Rose-

mount townshix). His first xHiblic office was that of school trustee

of District 79, Emx^ire townshix’). to which he Avas elected in the

year 1879. In ]iolitics he is a Democrat. In the fall of 1890 he

Avas elected to the office of judge of the Probate Court of Dakota

county, Avhich jAositiou he has efficiently filled for ten consecutiAm

terms and is the x^i’esent incumbent of the office.

He is Avell knoAvn in fraternal circles, liaAdng associated him-

self Avith the A. 0. H., the K. of C., the A. O. U. AV., the T. 0. F.,

the C. 0. F., the AI. AA". A., the R. X. A., the 1. B. A., and the L. A.

of A. 0. H.

June 5, 1900, he Avas married to Gertrude Fahy, of Hastings,

daughter of Janies T. and Alary (King) Fahy, and three children

haAm blessed this union: Catherine S., Imrn Sexitember 8, 1902;

Alary L., born Sexitember 12, 1903; and Grace AI., born Alareh 18,

1905. The family faith is that of the Roman Catholic Church.

Patrick and Catherine (Sheridan) Alor'an, parents of Thomas
P. Aloran, Avere natives of Ireland and came to this country in

1815, locating in the state of Ncav York, AA’here for a xieriod of

nine years they carried on farming. They migrated Avest to

Alinnesota in 1854 and x^urchased 160 acres of Avild land in

Rosemount tOAimshixi, AAdiich they cleared and cultiAmted. In 1872

they moved to Empire toAvnship and bought x^rfiii'ie laud and
farmed until the death of the father, Seiitember 19, 1903, the

mother having passed avimy August 11, 1901.
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Nehemia Martin, of Hastings, was born in Ogdonsbnrg, St.

Lawrence county, New York, November 4, 1832, and received his

education in that state. In 1853 he decided to seek his fortune

in the gold tields of California, and accordingly worked at mining

seven years, after which he returned to his native state in 1860.

The following year he located in Hastings, arriving June 12,

1861. Later he went to IMarshan township, purchased a farm

and engaged in agriculture for a period of three years, after

which h(i sold ami moved to Hastings, where he engaged in the

grocery luisiness, in which he met with considerable success and

conducted for live years. In 1861) he was elected to the office of

marshal of the city, and the folloAving year received his appoint-

ment of chief of police, Avhich office he faithfully and creditably

filled for three years. He Avas then appointed deputy sheriff

and ser\'cd under J. F. NeAvton four years. At the expiration

of his teian he engaged in the real estate business and also dealt

to some cxteid m bronchos until in 1901, Avhen he retired to spend

the remainder of his days in peace, enjoying those benefits of

his labors Avhich he so richly deserves. He Avas married June 4,

1861, at Lisl)on Center, N. Y., to Lenora Boice, a native of Ncaa^

York state. To this union AAmre born five children; Frank,

born iMarch 20, 1863, died July 10, 1864. The second child, a

girl, died in infancy. IMyrmeta S., born IMay 25, 1869, married

Cecil ^Y. iMartin, of Seattle, Wash. Norris AY., born November

29, 1875, Avas married December 8, 1900, to Emma Piehl, born

November 26, 1874, by whom he has one child, Delcenia L., born

November 8, 1903. Ermah L., born April 25, 1879, married John

Irythum, of Alinneapolis. Air. Alartin owns 600 acres of land in

Dakota county and also has considreable property in Alinne-

apolis. AATiile attending the World’s Fair at Chicago his wife

died, September 10, 1893. She Avas an active Avorker in the

Methodist Episcopal Church and Avas highly esteemed. Air.

Alartin is a Repul)liean in his political vieAvs and belongs to the

Royal Arch Chapter of the Alasonic Order. In his religious

belief he is a Alethodist.

Samuel N. Greiner, noAv deceased, Avas born in Bucks county.

Pa., October 9, 1835, son of Samuel and Catherine (Jones)

Greiner, of German descent but iiatiAms of PenusylAmnia, Avhere

they spent their lives. Samuel N. received his education in

Pennsyhmnia and in 1857 came Avest, locating in southern Alin-

nesota. In 1862 he came to Hastings, Avhere he took up his trade

of cabinetmaker, later engaging in the harclAAmre business, Avhich

he conducted for some years. He retired in 1905 and died Octo-

l)er 3, 1908, at the advanced, age of seventy-three years. He Avas

married, May 3, 1868, to Lovina Johnson, daughter of Chauucey

and Laura (Barrows) Johnson, natives, respectively, of Vermont
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and NeAv York, who in early life emigrated to Knox county,

Ohio, where they were married. There the father engaged in

his trade of carpentering and also taught school. They came to

Hastings in 185i and after living here for some time located on

a farm in Marshall township, consisting of 160 acres of land,

which they conducted with success until the death of the father,

January 19, 1888. The mother died April 19, 1906. Mrs.

Greiner’s early exiieriences are related elsewhere. Mr. and Mrs.

Greiner had two children. Frank L., born September 28, 1871,

lives at Hastings. Harry S., born August 29, 1877, is manager
and treasurer of the Stroud-Humphrey Manufacturing Company,

of Hastings. Mr. Greiner Avas a Republican in his political vieAvs

and sei’Amd on the school board for a number of years. He was
a prominent member of the Gun Club, an expert marksman and

a successful hunter. He belonged to the Masonic fraternity and

was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

E. F. W. Busch has had an important place in the public life

of Hastings for many years, having been an alderman tAventy-

two years and mayor tAvo years. He has also been school inspec-

tor four years and has shown his interest in the commercial

groAvth of the city by joining the Commercial Club. Mr. Busch

was born in Saxonweimer, Germany, January 22, 1819, and Avas

brought to America Avith his parents in 1851, living as a boy in

Waukesha county, AVisconsin, and Wabasha county, Minnesota.

At the age of tAventy-one years, in 1870 he came to Hastings and
engaged in the breAvery business Avith his father under the firm

name of J. F. Busch & Son, a name that Avas still retained after

the death of the father. This business Avas conducted by the

Busches, father and son, for thirty-one years, and then the sub-

ject of this sketch sold his interest for farm land in South Dakota,

Avhere he remained until 1908, Avhen he returned to Hastings and
purchased the pleasant home at the corner of Fifth and Ramsey
streets, Avhere he now resides. During the Indian outbreak Mr.

Busch served as a member of the home guard. Being of a sociable

naDue, he enjoys good companionship and has been a member of

the Masons since 1886 and of the Odd FelloAvs since 1871. He
was married May 23, 1873, to Elizabeth C. Gleim, of CleAmland,

Ohio, by A\diom he has had seven children. Ernest is dead. H. F.

Busch, born June 10, 1876, lives in South Dakota. Marie L., born

January 20, 1878, is the Avife of C. E. Wing, of South Dakota.

Carl A., born January 15, 1881, IKes in Montana. Theckla died

in early childhood. Catherine, born August 11, 1889, and Law-
rence, born October 19, 1895, are both still at home. John L.

and Mary D. (Keiser) Busch, parents of the subject of this sketch,

Avere born in Germany and came to America in May, 1851, locat-

ing in Waukesha county, AYiseonsin, until 1856, Avhen they came
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to tins state and took up their residence in AVabasha county. In

the fall of 1872 they moved to Hastings, Avhere the father engaged

in the brcAvery business until his death, February 28, 1889, his

wife surviving until Alarcli, 1905, Avheu she died in South Dakota.

Air. and Airs. John L. Busch Avere most estimable jmople in every

Avay and Avere highly esteemed by their friends for their many
good (pialities.

Capt. Ernest C. Anthony, of Hastings, has been prominently

idi ntitieil Avith steamboat navigation on the Alississiiipi. He
Avas born in OsAvego, N. Y., February 14, 1862, son of AA^alter and

Jeanette ( AlcClelland) Anthony, natives, respectively, of NeAV

Yoi'k state and Scotland. The father Avas a shipbuilder and fol-

loAved this trade until 1866, Avhen he came to loAva and took up
tlie contracting and building business, Avhich he continued the

remaindei- of his life. He died in 1868 and the mother passed

aAvay at FaCrosse, Wis., in 1886. Ernest Anthony received his

education in AVisconsin and afterward took up steamboating,

Avhich he continued for several years. He then learned the trade

of electrician at St. Ikuil and aftei’Avard built several plants,

including the electric light plant at Ha.stings, to Avhich city he

came in 1887. AVhen the Hastings plant Avas finished he oper-

ated it for a number of years. He then again returned to steam-

boating, and operated a line of boats on the Alississippi from

St. Paul to St. Louis during the St. Louis Exposition. He con-

tinued steaml)oating until 1905, Avhen he successfully engaged in

llic null estate busim'ss at Hastings. He Avas married, June 9,

1898, to Katherine Al. Thompson, daughter of AVm. Thompson.

Captain Anthony is a member of the Upper Alississippi Kiver

liuju-OAuunent Association and is interested in the North Star

Telephone Company of Dakota county. In politics he is a Repub-

lican, in religion an Episcopalian. Fraternally he associates Avith

t he Elks of St. Paul and the ATasons of Hastings. For tAvo terms

h(‘ has served Avith credit as alderman of the city.

Oren T. Hayes, noAV deceased, for many years a prominent

attorney of Hastings, Avas boi'n in Ncav London, Alerrimac county,

X('Av Hamjishire, December 2, 1827, and greAv to manhood in his

natiAm place, attending the public schools and the academy. Early

in life he embarked in mercantile pursuits, having three stores,

one of Avhich Avas in his native toAvn. He first read hiAv Avith

Samuel Butterfield, of Andover, N. H., remaining Avith him four

years. He Avas also postmaster and justice of the peace at

Ueorge’s Alills, Sullivan county, Avhich offices he held until coming

to Hastings during the fall of 1853. He dealt in real estate,

practiced laAV, and Avas appointed county attorney of Dakota

county by GoAUArnor Gorman. For a short time he served as

postmaster and was one of the first aldermen of Hastings, serving
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as mayor in 1860. At the first call for volunteers, in 1861, he

assisted in raising Company II, First Minnesota Volunteer Infan-

try, and went out with that company as first lieutenant. After the

battle of Bull Kun he was mustered out on account of physical

disability. In March, 1863, he was commissioned, during the

Indian outbreak, as major of the First Alinnesota Cavalry hy

Governor Kanisey, serving until mustered out at Ft. Snelliug in

December, 1863. Returning to Hastings he resumed his practice.

In 1863 he was sent to the legislature, served for some time as a

justice of the peace, and in 1880 was elected court commissioner.

He died March 2d, 1894, having lived a retired life for a number

of years. Early in life Mr. Hayes married Lucena Emerson, of

New London, N. II., who died in 1858. There were three chil-

dren: Harry ID, who died at the age of ten years; Henry H.,

who is also dead; and Nina, who lives at Holyoke. Mass. October

9, 1859, he was married to Alary C. Matthews, of Hastings, the

daughter of James and Elizabeth (Mapes) IMatthews, .of New
A^ork, Avho came Avest in the early days, locating first in Illinois.

In 1853 they came to Hastings and settled at Vermillion Falls.

The father died in October, 1863, and the mother Alay 10, 1894.

To Oren T. and Alary C. Hayes Iavo children Avere horn : Kate L.,

born December 25, 1863, and Avho is a trained nurse, and Archie

AI., born April 26, 1872, Avho is uoav clerk to (Senator Knute Nelson

at AYashiugton. Air. Hayes Avas at one time one of the largest

land OAVuers of the county. He Avas an ardent supporter of the

Democratic party, and fraternally he Avas associated Avifh the

Alasons, the Knights Templar, and the I. 0. O. F. His religious

faith Avas that of the Episcopalian Church.

William De Wolf Pringle, a prominent attorney of Hastings

and a natiAm of Ncav York, Avas born Alarcli 23, 1840, at BataAda,

Genesee county, Avhere he received his early education. Later

he attended Lima Seminary, at Livingston county. Ncav A"ork,

and also the Caryville Seminary, after Avhicli he took a course in

the preparatory school of Dr. Prentice at Geneva. In 1857 he

entered the Hobart College at Geneva, hut ui)on reaching the

junior year he left college and took up the study of law Avith the

firm of AYakeman & Bryan, prominent Batavia laAvyers. In 1862

he Avas instrumental in organizing a regiment knoAvn as the

TAventy-second New A^ork Independent Battery, Light Artillery,

of Avhich he Avas commissioned first lieutenant, and Avas mustered

in at Elmira, N. A^. He Avas ordered to rejiort at Camp Barry,

AYashiugton, D. C., for instruction, and AAdien the regiment Avas

ready for duty he Avas sent to Ft. Bayard. On account of the

disproportion in the army of the light and lieaAW artillery the

battery Avas transferrerd, Lieutenant Pringle’s company, being

thereafter knoAvn as Company AI, Ninth New A'^ork IleaAW Artil-
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lery. Lieutenant Pringle was made adjutant of the regiment and
was afterward acting assistant adjutant at Fort Baker. In

1864 he was made aid on the major general’s staff and at the

cittack on Washington was sent with the colonel of the regiment

with two l)attalions to Monocacy Junction, the batallions being

under tlie command of iMajor General Lew AYallace. The regi-

ment also took part in the Shenandoah Valley campaign. After

tlie cam]>aign ended, Lieutenant Pringle’s health having given

out, he was honorably discharged from'the army and returned to

his home in Batavia. Suhsecpiently he went with his father to

Capetown, Africa, to act as his private secretary, remaining there

one year, from 1865-66, after Avhich he returned home, and in

October the same year came to Hastings, where he completed his

studies of law Avith the tirm of Clagett & Crosby, and was admit-

ted to the bar in 1868 under Judge AIcClure. In 1872 he formed

a i)artnership Avith Thos. B. Huddleston, and in 1874 opened an

office for himself in Hastings, Avhere he has since continued. He
served as justice of the municipal court for three terms and for

nineteen years has made a specialty of collecting claims for the

interior and treasury departments at AYashington. He Avas mar-

i-ietl, December 22, 1882, to Louise C. Kramer, of Hastings,

daughter of Henry and All)ertine Kramer. Air. Pringle belongs

to the Alasons, the A. 0. U. A\^., the G. A. K., the Loyal Legion,

and is a member of the Episcopal Church. He is a Republican in

politics.

Benjamin and Alary Jane (Hudson) Pringle, parents of AA^ill-

iam, Avere natiA^es of NeAV York, Avhere the father Avas an attorney

and connected AAuth several railroad enterprises, being largely

instrumental in the upbuilding of railroads throughout Aliunesota.

He Avas a member of congress from NeAV Y^oi’k in 1853 to 57. He
AA’as api)ointed United States judge by President Lincoln under

the Slave Trade Treaty, Avliieh involved the United States, Great

Britain and Portugal. This office he held seven years and was

stationed at CapetoAvn, Africa. About 1870 he Avas elected to

the state legislature of Noav Y^ork and during that time Avas

instrumental in locating at Batavia the State Asylum for the

Blind, of Avhich he Avas made the first president. The last years

of his life Avere spent in retirement and he died June 7, 1887, at

the home of his son AA'illiam at Hastings. His Avife died in 1873.

Rev. Conrad Glatzmaier, 0. S. B., until recently pastor of St.

Boniface Church, of Flastings, Avas born December 6, 1856, in

Deisenhausen, Bavaria, Germany, where he began his sDidies for

the priesthood. He attended Augsburg College of Bavaria and

in 1875 came to this country and entered St. John’s University at

Collegeville, Alinn., graduating in 1882, Avhen he Avas ordained.

His first charge Avas St. Nicholas church, of St. Nicholas, Stearns
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county, this state, witli which he remained for three years, after

which he was appointed to New Munich, Stearns county, for three

years. He then served the church at Albany, taking full charge

for sixteen years. In 190d he came to Hastings to become the

pastor of St. Boniface Church, which has a membership of about

800, and has in connection with the church a parochial school of

220 pupils, Avhich is under the charge of the Sisters of St.

Benedict. He is now superior of St. John's Abbey, Collegeville,

iMinn.

Lorenzo G. Hamilton, of Hastings, was born in Franklin

county. New York, October 28, 1833, received his education in

the common schools of New York state, and completed his educa-

tion at AVhitewater, AATs., after which he took up the lumbering

business, which he followed for about three years. He then went

to Minnesota and located at Stillwater, where he was employed

with the AA'estern Stage Company as agent for a year. Subse-

quently he engaged in the livery business one year. After this

he Avent to St. Paul and became a pilot on the Alississippi river

from St. Paul to St. Louis, continuing in this capacity until 1857

Avhen he came to Hastings, and engaged in the trade of carpenter,

which he folloAved continuously until 1862, when at the call for

volunteers, he joined Company F. SeAmnth Alinnesota A^olunteer

Infantry and served until the close of the Avar. He Avas honorably

discharged August 18, 1865. He Avas Avounded in the shoulder

while engaged in battle. After the AAmr, he returned to Hastings,

and took up contracting and building, and built the first high

school in Hastings. He continued to folloAV his trade until 1891

Avhen he began the study of laAv, and practiced until 1907, AAdien he

retired to spend the remainder of his days in quiet and peace.

He had just recently sold his home on Sixth street, in AAhich he

had liA^ed for fifty years,, and is erecting a neAv house on Third

street. He Avas married September 9, 1857, in his OAAm home at

Hastings, to Mary A. Bakhvin, daughter of Air. and Airs. Silas

BaldAvin of Hastings, both of Avhom are noAv dead. To Air. and

Airs. Hamilton have been born four children: AA'inona, (deceased!
;

AA". H., aaJio is noAv editor and proprietor of the Alontana Standard,

at Anaconda, Alont.
;
Hattie E., married to A. C. Bennett, of

Everett, AA'asli., and George, avIio died in infancy. Air. Hamilton

is a staunch republican, is noAV serving as justice of the peace,

was notary public for fifteen years and police justice for a term.

He is a stockholder in the Bank of St. Louis. His parents,

Francis and Caroline (Smith) Hamilton, AAmre natives of Vermont,

where his father Avas a farmer and attorney, and came Avest

locating at AVhitewater, AVis., where he carried on farming for

two years after Avhich he Avent to Eock county and engaged in
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farming for the remainder of liis life. He died in 1863, and his

wife in 1861.

Hanson Brothers, are proinletors of Hanson Bros., grocery

store of Hastings, John P. Avas l)orn in SAveden, November 27,,

1851 and Charles A., l)or.n in SAveden October 19, 1860, sons of

SAvan and Ellen (Peterson) Hanson, natives of SAveden Avliere the

father Avas a farmer. In 1870 the family emigrated to America
locating at Red AVing, Avhere the father died soon after, from

injuries received in an accident on the boat coming from La

Crosse. The family remained in Red AA^ing until 1882, Avhen they

Avent to Hastings, Avhere they liaA^e since resided. The mother

died Octol)er 1, 1907.

John P. Hanson attended the public schools of SAveden and

aflerAvard found employment in a saAAunill. He also worked in a

saAv mill in Red AATng, until 1882, Avhen he engaged in the grocery

business on Second street in Hastings, in partnership Avith G.

Lillyldad, under the- firm name of Lillyblad & Hanson. In 1883

his brother C. A. Hanson, purchased Air. Lillyblad 's interest in

tlie store and the tirm lieeame The Hanson Bros. They carry a

full line of general merchandise. In 1886 they moved across the

street into a larger and better Iniilding, Avhere they haAm since

continued to carry on a Amry successful business. John P., married

Ida Hanson, November 27, 1873. She Avas the daughter of Daniel

Hanson, a native of SAAmden, Avho came to America in 1870 and

located at Red Wing, and later Avent to Pierce county, AVisconsin,

Avhere he engaged in farming. He and his wife are noAV dead.

Air. and Airs. J. P. Hanson have three children: Anna J., married

Axel Johnson of Hastings; Ester, married 'W. E. Poor of Staples,

Alinnesota; Alahel Louise, lives at home. Air. Hanson is a member
of the A. 0. U. AA’'. In his politics he is a Republican, and was at

one time school inspector. The family belongs to the SAvedish

Lutheran church.

C. A. Hanson received his education in SAveden, and AAdien he

came to this country Avith his parents found employment in a

dour mill at Red AATng, and also Avorked in the dour mills in

Alinneapolis. In 1883 he entered into partnership Avith his brother.

He Avas married November 4, 1884, to Hilda A. Erickson, daughter

of L. P. and Christine Erickson of Hastings. They have dve

children : R. G. engaged in the clothing business of Hastings

;

Florence B., who lives at home and teaches music
;
Carl L., Alma

AL, and G. I)., Avho live at home. Air. Hanson belongs to the

Alodern AA^oodraen, of Avhich he is manager, and the A. 0. IJ. AY.

He served the city as alderman from 1906-1907. In politics he is

a Republican, and the faniily faith is that of the SAvedish Lutheran

church.
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John A. Holmquist, was born in Sweden, April 2, 1863, son of

Andrew and Sarah (Larson) Holmquist, natives of Sweden, Avhere

the father was an attorney, which profession he followed up to

the time of his death in 1879. The mother died in 1901. John A.

received his education in the public schools and at the technical

school of his native home. After completing his studies, he came

to America Hay 5, 1880, locating in Hastings, where he was em-

ployed by C. A. Estergren, wagon manufacturer. Here he learned

the trade of wheelwright, which he has since continued, with the

exception of seven months, when he went to Decorah, Iowa, and

became interested in a wholesale ice cream business, but sold

his interests and returned to Hastings. In October 1885, he was

married to Emily C. Erickson, daughter of L. P. and Bertha

Erickson, natives of Sweden, Avho came to this country in 1868,

and located in Hastings, AAdiere the father engaged in the business

of mason and plastering contracting. The mother died in 1903,

but the father still lives in Hastings, having retired from actHe

life. Mr. and IMrs. Holmquist liave one daughter, Gertrude, who
is employed in the office of the Gardner Mills as stenographer.

Another daughter Helen died in 1902. Mr. Holmcpiist is a member
of the Masonic Lodge Dakota No. 7, of AAdiich he is past master,

the Independent Order of Good Templars of Avhich he is State

Grand chief templar, and the Koyal Arcanum. He has served as

alderman, and is noAV a member of the Public Lilirary board.

For the past fifteen years, he has been a director in the Dakota

County Building Association, also vice-pre.sident. He has .just

erected a iieAv residence on Seventh street. Mr. Holmquist is a

Republican, and the family attend the SAvedish Lutheran church.

James McDevitt, the courageous and efficient sheriff of Dakota

county, Avas born in IiiA'er GroA’e, February 25, 1880, and attended

the public schools of the toAvnship, completing his education Avith

a tAvo years course at St. Thomas College at l\Ierriam Park. After

finishing his studies, he took up farming at home, AAdiere he re-

mained until June J, 1909, AA’hen he became sheriff of Dakota
coixnty, and took up the duties of office, since AAdiich date he has

given general satisfaction. His parents, James and Rose (Mc-

Partlandl McDeA’itt, were natHes of Ireland Avhere the father

Avas a fai’iner, and came to America in 1819, living in Philadelphia

and Boston vintil 1853. In 1853 they came to Minnesota, and took

up a homestead of 160 acres of land in Inver GroA^e toAvnship.

They built a log cabin Avhich Avas later replaced Avith a frame

house, cleared and improA'ed the land and still continue to carry

on a general line of farming. They Avere the parents of seA^en

children, six of aaIioiii are Ihung: Helen, married Henry Jacob, of

Rosemont; John liA'es on the homestead; Sarah, married Patrick

DeAmn, of Inver Grove; Prances, married Patrick Barrett, of
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Kosemoiint ; Rose is a1 home, Frank, died IMay 25, 1909, and James
is the subject of this sketch. Mr. McDevitt is a member of the

Sheriff’s Association and A. 0. II. In polities he is a Democrat

and ])elong’s to tlie Catliolic church.

William E. Beerse, was born in Hastings, wdiere he now is en-

gaged in the livery business, July 4, 1861, and received his edu-

cation in the ])ablic schools of that place. After leaving school

he worked on the raih-oad for two years, then went into the livery

l)usiness which he has since conducted. He keeps about twenty

horses, and does a general light livery, hack di-aying and transfer

business. In connection with this business he farms 380 acres

in Dakota and Goodhue counties and also owns 480 acres of farm

land in North Dakota. He is chairman of the board of county

commissioners, now serving his third term, and has also been

alderman of the city for the period of ten years. He is a large

stock holder in the Hastings Telephone Company. His three

daughters, Esther, Cora, and Clara live at home. In polities IMr.

Beerse is Republican, and he belongs to the Episcopal church. His

pai'cnts wuu'e William and. Esther (Dezelle) Beei’se. The father

was a native of New York state and the )nother of Scotland. In

1854 they came to Hastings, where the fattier engaged in the shoe

business. In 1861 he enlisted in the Union Army from which he

never returned, nothing e\mr being heard from him. The mother

died at Centerville, Wis. in 1865.

Dr. Thomas A. Brown, a rising young dentist of Hastings, was

born in Perth, Ontario, November 22, 1881, son of John and Jessie

(Scott) Browui, the former a native of Paisley, Scotland and the

latter of Perth, Ontario. The father came to America and located

in Massachusetts, going to Ncav York in 1849. He wmnt AAmst

to California in 1851, later going to Ontario and remaining there

until 1860. In June 1860, they came to Minnesota and located

near Lake City, Avhere they engaged in general and diAmrsified

farming; retiring in 1901 in Avhich year they moAmd to Lake City,

AAdiere they noAV live. They have tAvo children: James S., the

oldest brother, born April 4, 1878, is a graduate of the North-

Avestern UuiAu^rsity of Chicago, and is noAV practicing dentistry

in Chicago. Thoma.s the subject of this sketch, received his

education at Lake City, graduating from the High school in 1897.

In 1902 he entered the dental department of the State University

from Avhieh he graduated in 1905. In the spring of the same year

he opened his dental office in Hastings, Avhere he is still practicing,

being one of the enterprising young men of the city. In politics

Dr. BroAvn is RepulJican. Fraternally he associates Avith the

Masons, and the I. 0. F., is a member of the State Dental Associ-

ation, and director of the Hastings Commercial Club. He belongs

to the Baptist church.
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Joseph A. Hart, now deceased will long be held in honored

remembrance. He came to Hastings at the age of one and a half

years, with his parents, Aloysius and Anna IM. Hart, natives of

Reading, Pa., where Joseph Avas born NoAmmber 15, 1851. His early

education Avas received at Hastings, and after leaving school, he

entered the shingle mill for a short period, until reaching the age

of eleven years AAdien he secured employment in the grocery store

of Jacob Yanz, remaining Avith him for fifteen years. He then

engaged in business for himself, successfully conducting his enter-

prise for the remainder of his life, passing aAvay Jamiary 16, 1905.

NoAmmber 28, 1882, he Avas married to IMary Magdalena Schilling

daughter of Casper and Elizabeth Schilling aaJio came Avest in

1865, and noAV liA^e at Hastings, Avhere the father folloAvs the occu-

pation of stone masonry. Mr. Hart Avas a xery public spirited

and highly respected citizen, and took great interest in the Avel-

fare of the city and county. In political aucavs he Avas a Democrat,

but neA^er sought or held public office. To Mr. and Mrs. Hart Avere

born three daughters : Elizabeth M. Avho married L. E. Niedere

of Hastings
;
Catherine IM. aaJio teaches and IKes at home

;
and

Cecilia C. Avho is a stenographer. The family faith is that of the

Roman Catholic clumeli.

Harry S. Greiner, Avas born in Hastings, Airgust 29, 1877, and

receded his education in the public schools of Hastings, grad-

uating from the High school in 1897. He then entered the State

UniA'ersity, taking a three years course, after Avhieh he engaged

in the automobile business in Minneapolis, Minn., Avith the Re-

public ]\Iotor Vehicle Company. He remained Avith them three

years, after AAdiieh lie sold out his interest and Avent to Cleveland,

Ohio, AAdiere he had charge of the NeAv York and Chicago offices.

He Avas also salesman for the tVillard Storage Battery Company,

and electrical engineer until 1908, AAdien he returned to his natwe

tOAvn and became interested in the Stroud Humphrey Manu-

facturing Company, makers of launches and Amh^eless A'apor

motors. Mr. Greiner is an independent A’otor. He is a member of

the B. P. 0. E., and at one time served in Company E. of Hastings,

tie is Auce-president of the Hastings Gun Club, president of the

Hastings High school Alumni, as Avell as a member of the

Commercial Yacht and Tennis Clubs.

Otto J. A. Doebler, iioav deceased Avas born at Stegelitz. Prussia

in 1854, and attended the common school until about fifteen years

of age Avhen he entered his father’s mill and learned the milling

trade, after Aiffiich he Avorked in other mills in his iiatiA'e country.

In 1872, he came to the United States Avhere he had a brother aaJio

resided on a farm near Hastings, Avith Avhom he remained until

the folloAving year. Then he secured employment in the Goodhue

mills at Cannon Falls, AA’here he Avorked a short time, receiving
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a ])etter position, that of head grinder in the mill of Stephen

Gardner of Hastings. In 1879, he Avas placed in full charge as

head miller. In 1880 the mill Avas remodeled to the roller system

under his su])erA'ision and AA'as the first all roller mill in the

county. In 1890 i\lr. Doebler leased the iAlant for Iaa'O years and

operated it until July 1892. A short time after he bought the

Goodhue mill, and dcA'oted his AAdiole time to the superintending

of that plant, emi)loying a head miller. In 1897 Mr. Doel)ler died,

hut his Avdfe is still liAung. He married Elizabeth Sommers, daugh-

ted of John P. Sommei's, born in ZanesAulle, Ohio. They had

foul- children; EdAvard IP, of Whitefield, IMont. Otto, Kussell,

and Charles AV., a druggist of S]mkane, AA^’ash. The family attend

the Lutheran church.

Arthur W. Wilson, Avas born on the homestead in Ninninger

toAvnship, Avhere he greAA- to manhood, and is uoaa^ one of the most

prosperous farmers of the comity. His parents, Elijah D. AA^ilson,

noAA' deceased and Demelia Felton AVilson aa-Iio liAms at Hastings,

AA’ere natiA-es of Alaine Avhere the father Avas a farmer. In 1853 came

AA-est and located in St. Paul, Alinn. AAdiere they remained Iaa-o years,

after AA’hich they Avent to Hastings and took nx> 160 acres of land in

Niuniuger tOAvnshi]), Aidiere they imiiroA-ed the land and built

a home carrying on general farming until the father’s death.

Arthur receiAanl his education in the public school of Hastings

and after comjileting his studies took up the commission business

in St. Paul in 1900 remaining three years. He then came back

to Ninninger toAAUishii) and took charge of the old homestead,

still conducting a commission business in connection AAuth his

farming. He oaa-iis 1000 acres of laud and cultivates about 360

acres. He also raises stock. He Avas married in 1893 to Julia

A-Tin Aleer. Air. and Airs. AVilson have had five children; Flora,

P'rauk E., Jessie and Laura all at home and Kalph deceased.

Air. AVilson served three years as a jArivate in CoinjAany C, 13th

Alinnesota. In 1907 he Avas elected chairman of Ninninger toAvn-

shijA and is still serving. He is treasurer of the school board of

district 25 and is interested in the Farmer’s EleAmtor at Hastings.

He is a republican in his jAolitics and a member of the Presby-

terian church.

Peter Fasbender, a successful business man of Hastings, Avas

born in Germany, AjAi-il 13, 18J8, son of Peter and Eva Strubel,

natives of that country, Avhere the father Avas a farmer. They

emigrated to America in 1848, locating in Kenosha county,

AA’^iseonsin, Avhere they rented a farm and engaged in farming

for eleven years. In 1859, they bought 80 acres in Pierce county,

built a home, barn and other buildings and carried on a general

line of farming, the father dying in 1886, and the mother in

1883. Peter Avas educated in the public schools of Pierce county.
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and worked with his father on the farm. At the age of twenty-

one years, he came to Hastings, Minn., and worked as clerk in

the hardware business with H. H. Pringle, with whom he re-

mained ten years. He then entered into the grocery business

with J. A. Hart, Avhich they conducted for eleven years, after

which he sold and was engaged as agent for the Northwestern

Life Insurance Company, for five years. In 1900 he again

engaged in the grocery business, taking as partner his son

'William, who died two years later, and then he conducted the

business for five years alone, after which Peter J., another son,

became a partner. The firm has met with success, carrying a

large stock of goods and enjoying an extensive trade. Mr.

Fasbender Avas married December 29, 1871, to Catherine Freier-

muth, daughter of Columbus and Bertha (Mies) Freiermuth,

natives of Germany, avIio came to this country, in 1852 and

located in AVisconsin, Avhere the father engaged in the lumber

business. In 1865 they came to Alinnesota, and engaged in farm-

ing in Hampton tOAAmship, Avhere they both still reside. Air. and

Airs. Fasbender, haAm hatl tAveUe children : AA'illiam died in 1902

;

Eva married George Hegeman of Hastings
;
Katherine married

Dr. L. E. Peck, of Hastings
;
Peter J. is in business Avith his

father; Alary, George C., Edward J., John P., Gertrude, Louis,

Herman and Clara at home. Air. Fasbender is a democrat in

polities. He has served as alderman for six years, assessor for

four years, and has beeii director of seAmral enterprises in

Hastings. He is also a member of the society of Saint Bonaface

of Hastings in Avhich he held office for 37 years. The family

faith is that of the Catholic church.

Bert M. Hall, of Hastings, Avas born in Hilldale county,

Alichigan, October 23, 1865, his parents, AVilliam and Alary J.

(Cramton) Hall, being natWes and prominent farmers of Alicli-

igan, AAffiere the mother died in 1866 and the father in 1871.

Bert receWed his education in Alichigan, and after leaving school

took employment Avith the American District Telegraph Company,
also Avorking in a dry goods store in Detroit. In 1881 he came to

Granite Falls, Alinn., AAdiere he conducted a poultry ranch in

the summer and Avas employed in a store in the AA'inter. He also

taught school for one year. He then went to Desmet, South

Dakota in 1886 and engaged in steam engineering and machine

Avork, remaining tAvo years. In 1888 he remoAmd to Alinneapolis,

AAdiere he secured employment Avith the Soo railroad in their

round house machine shop until 1891. Subsequently he Avent

to Bannock City and took charge of the machinery in the Polaris

mines for tAvo years. Keturning to Alinneapolis in 1893, he

entered the machine shop of the TavM City Eapid Transit Com-
pany, until 1897. He then moAmd to Hastings and became mana-
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ger of the AVestern Union Telegraph Company, turning over

the inanagement of the liranrh to his wife in 1900, to accept the

position of agent for the Standard Oil Company. The same year

he Imeame transfernian for the United States Express Company,
and in 1906 engaged Avith the Adams Express Company, Avhich

position he still holds. He purchased, in 1908, a half interest

Avhich he still retains in the liAmry, transfer and sales stables.

He was married on April 27, 1892, to Clara AI. White, of Hastings,

daughter of Air. and Airs. S. 0. AYliite, and one child, Spencer

P., was born Octo))cr 18, 1894 and died September 24, 1897. His

Avife dic'd Septemlcer 8, 1898, and October 23, 1900, Air. Hall

married Airs. Jennie II. Fitch (Cook). Air. Hall is a good and

liighly respected citizen. In politics lie is a Republican. He
belongs to the Alodei'ii Samaritans, and he aiul his family attend

the Alethodist Episcopal church.

Nicholas B. Gergen, cashier of the German American Bank
of Hastings, Avas born in Douglass toAvnship, June 1, 1862, son of

Bernard and A])olonia (Berg) Gergen, both natives of Germany.

The father located on a claim of 80 acres in Douglass toAvnship

in 1853, and engaged in general farming, until he died Alay 15,

1880. Tlie mother is still liAung at the age of seventy-one years.

Nicholas received his etlucation in the district school, and eom-

pletcul a commercial course at St. John’s College of Stearns

county. In the fall of 1882 he Avas offered a position Avith the

German American Bank of Hastings, as liookkeeper and teller,

Avliich position he fflh'd until April 1890, Avhen he was elected

assistant cashier. In January 1891 Avas promoted to cashier, a

position lie still holds. He has been treasurer of the city since

1889, except tAvo years, Avhen he served as alderman. He is also

a memlier of the Commercial Clul). N. B. Gergen Avas married

October 21, 1885, to Barbara Gores, and to them have been born

four children: Abbie F., Alargaret, Rose, and Alliert N. The

family faith is that of the Catholic Church.

AndreAV Warsop, of Hastings, noAv deceased, Avas born in

Nottingham, England, in 1824, and came to America at the age

of seventeen years, locating at Detroit, Alicli., where he obtained

employment in. a machine shop
;
remaining there until 1855, Avhen

he came Avest and took up his residence in Dakota county. He
lived on the Vermillion Prairie for a period of tAvo years, after

Avhich he Avent to Hastings, purchased a lot on the corner of

Sixth and Vermillion streets, and erected a building, in Avhich he

conducted an iron foundry, for several years. His business greAV

too large for his building, and he was obliged to seek larger

quarters, so he erected a more spacious edifice and moved his

stock and tools. The business continued to prosper and he

built up a- large industry. He retired from active life some
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years ago and spent the remainder of his days at his home on

Vermillion and Sixth streets. He was a very pul) lie spirited man
and good citizen, was a member of the Masonic Order, and in

politics a liepubliean. He belonged to the Episcopal Church, of

Avhieh he was a constant attendant. He was married in Sep-

tember 1888, to Mrs. Annie Manners, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

George Burns, who came to this country, and located in Chicago,

and subsecpiently went to Faribault, Minn., Avhere the father

died. The mother then came to Dakota county, and settled in

Vermillion township, where she spent the remainder of her life.

Mr. Manners came to Nininger township in 1853 and took up

farming on 120 acres of land for seven years, after which he pur-

chased 120 acres in Xininger township, and followed general

diversified farming the remainded of his life, lie died in 1881.

To Mr. and iMrs. Manners were born six children: George, now
on the old homestead; Robert, now of Spokane, AA'ash., Annie,

of Madison, Alinu ; Thomas, who died at the age of twenty-

one
;
Austin, now of North Dakota; and Orlando of St. Paul.

Mrs. AVarsop has a farm of 210 acres in A^ermillion toAvnship

besides her home in Hastings.

Norris W. Taplin, of Hastings, was born in St. Lawrence

county. New York, Alay 1, 1838, son of Hazel and Alancy (Lovern)

Taplin, natives of A^ermout and Canada. The father farmed in

New York and met his death there by a falling tree in 1811.

The mother died in 1816. Norris received his education in X"ew

York state, and in 1851 came west to Illinois. In the spring of

1855 he came to Hastings, where he was engaged in rafting on

the Alississippi river from Stillwater to St. Louis. He then Avent

to Steele county, and took up a homestead of 160 acres Avhere he

remahied until in Alay 1859 Avheu he came to Douglass toAAmship

Dakota county, and purchased 160 acres of land Avhich he cleared

and improved, built a home, and folloAved general farming. In

1901 he retired from the strenuous farm life and moved to Hast-

ings Avhere he still resides. In 1860 July 28, Air. Taplin Avas

married to Catherine AIcLaughlin, to Avhich union seA'en children

Avere born: Airs. Hattie E. Alorsa, of Portland, Ore.; Irving A.;

A. 0., Avho died in 1895
;
N. AV.., of Fargo, N. D.

;
Leslie, aaJio

IHes on the old homestead; Alautle, aaIio died at the age of tAvo

years, and Grace C. AA'ard, of St. Paul. After the death of his

Avife, Air. Taplin married Airs. Alary (Soden) Smith, September

15, 1896. She Avas the daughter of James and Hannah (Ostrander)

Soden. The father died in 1866, and the mother passed aAvay in

1855. Air. Taplin has been a prominent man in the Douglass

tOAvnship, and Avas one of the organizers of the toAvnship, has

been chairman and clerk for the past tAventy years, county

commissioner for four years and clerk of the school board for
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a member of years. He is a member of the Territorial Pioneers

and at one time owned 8d0 acres of land in North Dakota.

Samuel White, was born in Oesbey, New Hampshire, April

11, 1837, son of Joseph and Sarah (Nute) AVhite, natives of New
Hampshire, ])Vit long residents of IMaine where they ended their

days. Samuel received his education in the pul)lie schools of

Maine, and in 1855 came west to Si. Paul, remaining until 1862

Avhen lie located in Hastings, where he has since resided. He was
married Hay 17, 1863, to klary C. Foster, daughter of Anson
D. and Emmerette (Baldwin) Foster, natives of Vermont and
Pennsylvania, the former a carpenter liy trade. The Baldwins

migrated in tin* early days and in 1853 came to Hastings, where

the father hel])ed to imild an early hotel, known as the Baldwin

House, located on the site where the Gardner House now stands.

Eater he entered into the building and contracting business,

and also conducted a sash and door shop. Fie enlisted in Com-
pany F’, 7th (Minnesota Volunteers, in 1862 and met his death

during service at Jefferson Barracks, October IF, 186F. Flis wife

died August 13, 190F. Mr. and Mrs. M^hite have had four

childi'en ; Charles A., (tleceased)
;

Clara M., and Grace F.,

(deceased)
;
and Ella, married to F. C. Beck at that time of Lake

City. ]\Ir. "White is a veteran of the Civil AVar, having enlisted

from Hastings in the 2nd, Alinnesota Cavalry. He is a member
of the G. A. P. Peller Post of Hastings, and is also a Mason of

Dakota Lodge No. 8. At one time he served Avith credit as

chief of Police at Hastings. In politics he is Republican and the

family attend the Presbyterian church.

Peter E. Sievert electrician, is a natiAm of AVisconsin, born at

Portage, Sejitember 2F, 1877. His parents Christian and Alary

(Tennison) Sievert, iiatiA^es of Nonvay, came to America in 1852

and located on a farm in LeA\dston tOAvnship, Avhere they liaAm

since remained, engaged in general farming, being the only

suiwiving pioneers in the Aueinity. Peter was edTicated in the

pul)lic schools and afterAvard taught school in North Dakota for

a number of years. He then took charge of the AlayAulle

Electric Light Plant, in that state, and remained five years, after

Avhich he took a thorough course at the Alinnesota School of Busi-

ness. Upon completing his course, he came to Hastings, and be-

came manager for the Hastings Electric Light and AVater PoAver

Company, Avhich position he still holds. He was married No-

vember 21, 1908, to Alargaret AAMgner, of Hastings, daughter of

Air. and Airs Nicholas AVagner. The father died in December,

1906, but the mother still lives at Flastings.

James C. Sanborn, of Hastings, was born in Fryeburg, Alaine,

January 12, 1826. His parents Jonathan and Betsey (Lord) San-

born, were backwoods farmers of Alaine, where they lived all their
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life. The mother died in 1863 and the father in 1887. Janies C.

Sanborn received his education in the chimney corner by fire light,

and Avorked on the farm. At the age of twenty-tAvo years he

learned the paper maker's trade, Avhieh he folloAved until he came

to Hastings in 1863, and engaged in the business of grain buying

Avhich he continued until his retirement from actiA^e business in

1903. In 1890 he took up a tree claim in Big Stone county, and

an interest in a corporation, the Ortonville EleA’ator and Mill-

ing Company, Avhich business his son Fred W. Sanborn conducts.

:\i r. Sanborn Avas married NoA'ember 25, 1855, at Standish, IMe.,

to Mary J. Thompson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. SeAvall Thomp-

son, Avho Avere natKes and farmers of Limington, 5Ie. Five

children Avere born, Carrie A. (deceased), Fred AY. of Ortomille,

Alary L., James C.. and Lillian (deceased). Air. Sanliorn is a

Republican, but has never sought or held puldie office. His Avife

died in 1903.

Dr. Hiram L. Sumption, a prominent dentist of Hastings, Avas

born in Frederick county, Aurginia, December 24, 1862, son of

John AV. and Elizabeth (Arnold) Sumption, both born in

America of English parentage. The father Avas a mason and

contractor, Aidiich A'ocation he folloAved all his life, Ihung near

the historic tOAAUi of AA'inchester, A^a. He died in June. 1893, the

mother having passed arvay in 1878. Hiram L. receiAmd his

education in the public schools of A^irginia and after leaving

school taught for four years. He then Avent to AA'ashington, D. C.,

and spent about three years, aftenvard entering the Baltimore

College of Dental Surgery, graduating Alarcli 15, 1889. He
subsequently came to Hastings, began the practice of his chosen

profession, and has been very successful. Alarch 13, 1893, Dr.

Sumption Avas married at AA'ashington, D. C., to Alinnie L. Condon
of that city, and Avho died August 2, 1895 leaving one son, Claude

C., born Alarch 14, 1894. June 21, 1899, Dr. Sumption married

E. Flora Aloser, of Hastings, and their union has been blessed

Avith three children: John AA^., liorn October 25, 1900. and died

Alarch 5, 1905; Chester A., born January 13, 1902; and Helen L.,

born April 24, 1907. Dr. Sumption is a staunch Republican and
in 1908 Avas OAie of the electors on the Republican ticket. He
Avas also chairman of the Repul»lican county committee from

1898 to 1908, and has been president of the school board for four

years. He Avas the chief promoter of the Hastings Telephone

Company, of Avhich he is noAV secretary and treasurer.

His fine home at the head of Sibley and Eighth streets testi-

fies to his good taste and judgement, and his interest in the busi-

ness progress of Hastings is shoAvn by his efficient Avork as pre-

sident of the Commercial Club.. Dr. Sumption stands high in his

profession and enjoys the confidence of the community, both as
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a practitiouer and as a man. The family faith is that of the

Presbyterian churcdi.

Peter F. Countryman, now deceased, was l)orn in Pamelia,

New York, Deeemlier 22, 1829. lie Avas married to Elizabeth B.

Gleason, of Pitcairn, Ncaa" York, in Ain-il 1819, and in 1855 came
Avest to klinnesota, and AA’ith his AAdfe settled in Nininger tOAvn-

shij) on a farm, Avhere they built a home, and carried on general

farming. In 1875 he gaAm up farming and moved to Hastings,

Avhere in partnership Avith I. B. Tozer he engaged in the grocery

business AA'hich they conducted A^ery successfully for the period

of eight years. On account of failing health, liOAveA'er, Mr.

Countryman Avas ol)liged to sell out his interest. lie then returned

to the farm, and again engaged in cultiAmtion, retiring from

active life in 1890, Avhen he rented his farm and again moved
to Hastings, Avliere he purchased a home anti resided until his

death February 19, 1906, his Avife having passed aAvay November

21, 1900. IMr. Countryman Avas a veteran of the CiAul Avar, haAdng

enlisted in Company D, 2nd I\Iinnesota. He Avas also an honored

memljer of the klasons, having at one time been grand Avorshipful

master. Six of Ids sons are also members of the Masonic Badge.

IMr. and IMrs. Countryman Avere the parents of eleven children, of

aaIioiu nine are liAung: A. D., a .judge in Appleton, IMinn.
;
F. A.,

a judge in AVatertoAvn, S. D.
;
IMrs. L. A. Cobl), of IMinneapolis

;

Mrs. S. I). Cecil of Hastings
;

IM. L., attorney for the Great

Northern railroad, living at St. Paul; Dr. G. E., a physician of

Aberdeen, S. D.
;
D. M., of IMinneapolis

;
L. A. of Minneapolis

and Mrs. E. II. IMaskrey, of Hastings, aaIiosc husband, E. H.

klaskrey, an electrical engineer at NeAV Richmond, M^is., for

tAvelve years, died IMarch 26, 1906. IMr. and IMrs. Maskrey had

four children: Hobart E., Dora E., Marion G., and John E.

IMr. IMaskrey Avas a IMason, haAdng held the office of grand Avor-

shipful master. The family faith is that of the Methodist

Episcopal Church.

Adolf G. Kuenzel, of Hastings, is a natiAm of Austria, haAdng

first seen the light of day in Bohemia, May 21, 1869, son of

Adolf and Ernestine Kuenzel, natiAms of that country, Avhere

the father Avas a Aveaver of cloth. He died in November, 1891,

but the mother is still liAdng in the old country. Adolf G.

received his preliminary education in his natHe tOAvn, and later

attended the Eealschool Academy at Yena, Germany, from Avhich

he graduated in 1882, after AAdiicli he entered a school for breAvers

and became an expert in that line. He emigrated to America

in 1890 and located in IMilAvaukee, where he remained for a

period of one and a half years, after AAdiich he spent six months

each in St. Paul, Omaha, Neb., and St. Louis, IMo. He then returned

to MilAvaukee and remained until in 1895, AAdien he Avent back
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to his native laud, where he intended to open a brewery, but

owdng to the strict military law's of that eoimtry he abandoned

the idea and the fall of 1896 found him again on American soil.

He then attended the Swartz Bros. BreAving Academy, and on

January 30, 1897, received his diploma from that institution,

going hnmediately to Stevens Point, AYis., Avhere he purchased

the City BreAvery, Avhich he conducted until 1902, after Avhich

he sold and subsequently came to Hastings, AAdiere he purchased

the P. Steffen brcAvery, greatly remodeling the buildings, making

general improvements on the plant and installing a complete

and up-to-date set of machiuex’y. He is also interested in the

Farmers’ EleAmtor at Hastings and OAvns an improA'ed farm of

eighty acres in A'ermillion toAA'nship. He Avas married, June 2,

1898, in Ncav York, to Anna jM. Kloetzer, a native of Bohemia,

Austria, and to them have been born five children, of aaTioiu all

are living at home: Johanna, Elizabeth, Hans, Gertrude and

Dorothea. Mr. Kuenzel is a memlxer of the I. 0. 0. F. and of

the Sons of Herman. In politics he is a Democrat, and in

religion a Lutheran.

The Eev. Ezra R. Lathrop, A. IVl., Avas born in Spencer,

OAven county, Indiana, January 12, 1831, and Avas educated at

Asbury, noAV De PauAV, University, Greencastle, Ind. He entered

the ministry in the Indiana Annual Conference of the Alethodist

Episcopal Church in 1853, Avas ordained deacon in 1855 by

Bishop AlattheAv Simpson at A^incennes, Inch, married Cordelia

II. Jackson at Terre Haute, Ind., August, 1855, avIio died De-

cember 19, 1900, at Rochester, Minn. He came to Alinnesota

Avith his father's family in 1856 and Avas receiA'ed into the Alin-

nesota Conference of the Alethodist Ejriseopal Church in 1857

and is still a member of the same body; Avas ordained a presbyter

in 1859 by Bishop Baker and continued in actiA'e service in the

ministry for over fifty years. AIi*. Lathrop claims to be a good,

patriotic citizen. He A'oted on the adoption of the constitution

of the state and at eA^ery general election held under it, and has

been personally acctuainted Avith every governor the state has

had up to the present time.

In Alarch, 1863, he Avas mustered in as chaiAlaiu of the Tenth

IMinnesota A^olunteer Infantry and mustered out on account of

disability at Alemixhis, Tenu., NoA'ember 8, 1864. He accom-

panied the Sibley expedition against the Sioux Indians in 1863,

which marched from RedAvood Falls, Alinn., to the Alissouri

river and back to Fort Snelling. Fie Avas chaplain of the House
of Representatives in 1870 and of the Senate in 1889. In 1900,

on account of age and infirmity, he Avas retired from aetiA'e

serAuce in the ministry, but retains a liA'ely interest in the affairs

both of church and state. In 1901 he married Airs. A. C. Temple
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and now lives in quiet retirement at Hastings, Minn. He has

one son living in 'Washington, D. C., a newspaper correspondent.

He has a wide acquaintance throughout the state and is uni-

versally respected wherever known.

George Henry Whittier spent a part of his boyhood and all

of the span of his manhood years in Minnesota and was num-
bered ainong the early settlers. He was horn at Orafton, N. H.,

July 21, 18J2, and died at his home in Empire township, Minne-

sota, March 4, 1901. Mr. AYhittier attended the New Hampshire
schools and with his parents moved in 1852 to Ohio, where he

also attended school. In 1856 he removed with his parents to

St. Antliony (now Minneapolis) and in 1857 came with his

parents to Empire township, where he continued to make his

home with the exception of six months when he lived in Farm-
ington, in the year 1872. At the outbreak of the Civil AVar

Air. AATiittier enlisted in Company I, Second Alinnesota Cavalry,

and Avas sent to help protect the frontier settlers from the

Indians, being stationed at Heron Lake. Upon his return he

again took up farming and in 1866 purchased the place in sec-

tion 26 on Avliich he died. On Alarch 25, 1874, he Avas married

at Empire to Emma J. Parker, formerly of Grafton. This union

Avas l)lessed Avith tAvo daughters, Alaud and Verna, avIio Avith his

Avife, and aged father, Elkanah P. AYhittier, of Grafton, N. II.,

one brother, P. P. AYhittier, of Castle Rock, and tAvo sisters,

Airs. .Persis E. Brock, of Loveland, Ohio, and Aliss S. A. AYhit-

tier, of Northfield, Minn., still survive. Air. AYhittier was a man
of broad mind and brilliant intellect, honest and upright to the

letter, a loving husband and father, a kind friend and neighbor.

He ahvays took a particular interest in educational matters,

the school in his OAvn district being his especial pride. He
served as a member of the school board for fifteen years. He
Avas also a member and trustee of the Empire Presbyterian

Church. In politics he was a life-long Republican. He Avas a

member of Canby Post, G. A. R., and also of Custer Lodge, No.

46, A. 0. U. AA^., of Farmington. The latter lodge has been

organized since 1878, and Air. AYhittier ’s death Avas the first to

occur among its members.

John Freeman Norrish.—It is difficult to estimate any one

man’s contribution to the groAvth of a community. Easier is it

to knoAV the general purpose animating a man’s life.

Air. Norrish Avas born of English parents in the parish of

Loxbeare, near TWerton, Devonshire, England, July 6, 1828.

After receiving the school opportunities afforded an average Eng-

lisli l)oy of that time he Avas giAmn a mercantile training in Taun-

ton, England. In 1852 he first came to the LTnited States, cross-

ing the Atlantic in a sailing vessel. After a two Aveeks’ stay in
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New York City lie ivent to Batavia, N. Y., where- lie speut three

years in a mercantile house. After revisiting England in the

winter of 1855 and 1856 he ivent to Ottawa, 111. Under date of

April 28, 1857, he writes a friend: “I expect to remain in Ottawa

until July, then it is my intention to travel to the head of naviga-

tion, or nearly so, to a new little town called Hastings." Here

the following summer he brought his wife, Lavinia Tarr, of Tiver-

ton, Devonshire, England, whom he returned to England to marry

on May 15, 1858. Hastings was their home until his death. No-

vember 14, 1897. To IMr. and i\rrs. Norrish were born six daugh-

ters. Two only lived to reach womanhood—Alice and Gertrude.

Alice became the wife of Gilbert George Thorne. vShe died

December 22, 1896, leaving four children—John Norrish Thorne,

Frances Gertrude Thorne, Gilbert George Thorne, Jr., and Alice

Thorne.

AYhilst following the mercantile business Mr. Norrish kept in

close touch with the agricultural interests of Minnesota. Upon
his own farm land he practiced a careful rotation of crops and

developed one of the best herds of Shorthorn cattle in the state.

Coming to this county when the farmers all over Minnesota

raised grain only, he at once endeavored to interest them in

more scientific methods. His sound judgment and keen insight

in this matter permeated the community. From 1884 to 1892

Mr. Norrish Avas an actUe member of the State Fair Board.

At the time of his death he Avas an honorary member. Y^'ith this

body of men he labored earnestly to teach the farmers the great

possibilities of their vocation and urged that farming be con-

ducted along strict business lines, the same as any other

enterprise. In many Avays he offered suggestions by Avhich agri-

cultural life might not only be far more profitable but also

happier.

By President CleA^eland IMr. Norrish Avas appointed surA'eyor-

general in [Minnesota. This office he held until the expiration of

his term under the McKinley administration.

Perhaps there was no line of work that interested [Mr. Norrish

more than that Avhich he carried on for nineteen years as a

member of the Minnesota State Prison Board. In 1895 he was
appointed by President CleA’-eland as a delegate to the Inter-

national Prison Congress in Paris. This gathering he attended,

afterAvard Ausiting prisons in southern England. The great prob-

lem of penalogy stirred hhn deeply and reeeUed his most careful

thought and earnest effort until his death.

During the regular sessions of the [Minnesota legislature of

1876 and 1881 and the special session called by GoA^ernor Pills-

bury in 1881, Mr. Norrish represented Dakota county in the

House. One colleague says of him : “He Avas one of the most active
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members, taking a prominent and influential part in the pro-

ceetlings o£ that body.” Anotiier colleague calls him “a udiole-

soiiled, patriotic citizen, Avhose services were most conspicuous.”

One intimately acquainted Avith kir. Norrish has said of him:

“In his legislative action he was not influenced in the slightest

by the exigencies of political parties or the clamor of individuals

seeking to promote private interests by legislative action. What
Avas I'or the greatest good and the highest honor of the AAdiole

state entirely controlled his action in the legislature. His po-

litical actions Avei'e governed by the same high motives. He
felt that the repudiation by the state of its bonds issuetl to aid

in the construction of railroads Avas dishonorable and in the

legislature he labored earnestly and efficiently to remove that

stain of dishonor fimm its good name.”
Hisliop AA"hip])le said of him: “He Avas one of my earliest

fri(‘nds in the diocese and all these years I have shared in his

confidence and love. At all times he has cheered me by his true

friendship. He Avas one of the earliest supporters of the church

in Hastings and has ahvays been her loyal son. In all his pri-

vate and otlicial relations he has preserved an unsullied reputation

and had the confidence of all Avho kneAV him.”

James Duff, for forty years a resident of Hampton toAvnship,

Avhere he Avas one of the pioneers, is noAV a resident of Farming-

ton village, Avhere he has purchased a pleasant home and is

enjoying the fimits of a useful life Avell spent. James Duff was

born in Buffalo, N. Y., l\Iarch 26, 1836, son of James and Mary
E. (AlcCai-go) Duff, natives of Ireland. The father Avas a sailor,

tAventy-one years on the salt Avater and tAAmhm years on the

Dreat Lakes. There is a tradition in the family that James Duff,

tSr., Avhile Avorking as a sailor on the lakes, landed the second

load of goods consigned to the Aullage of Chicago. This Avas

during the Black IlaAvk AA"ar, Avhen Chicago had but three huts

and a feAV straggling settlers. During his Avork on the lakes he

made his home in Amrious places and in the forties moved to

Bartholomew county, Indiana. In 1861 the subject of this sketch

came to Dakota county and settled in Hampton tOAvnship, Avhere

he enlisted in Company P, Eighth Alinnesota Volunteer Infantry,

August 15, 1862. He first served on the frontier and then par-

ticipated in all the campaigns Avith the Army of the Tennessee

until the close of the Avar, being mustered out at Charlotte, N. C.

On his return he again took up his residence in Hampton, near

Hampton village, AA'here he conducted a 120-acre farm for forty

years. During that time he did diAmrsified farming and also

engaged in tlairying, shipping milk to St. Paul, retailing it in the

Aullage of Hampton and also making cheese. In the fall of 1906



HISTORY OF DAKOTA COUKTY 523

i\Ir. aud ]\Irs. Duff juireliased a home in Farmiugton, where they

have since resided aud still owu their farm in Hampton. They

keep a horse and cows and have a large garden. Since coming to

this village they have sold milk to the hotel here. For twelve

years i\Ir. Duff was chairman of the township of Hampton and

also served as supervisor as well as being a member of the school

board for many terms. He affiliates with Canby Post, No. 47,

G. A. R. Hr. Duff .was married September 18, 1867, to Nellie

Johnson, a well known school teacher, who started her teaching

in Hastings at the early age of fourteen years, being one of the

early teachers there, Mrs. Duff is a woman of literary ability

and has been a correspondent for local and city papers. Her
parents, AVilliam II. and Mary J. (Aiibin) Johnson, were well

known pioneers. Her father was born in Bath, N. H., of ancestry

Avhieh dates back to the earliest colonists. He moved to A^ermont

as a young man and subsecpiently lived a number of years in

Boston. He came to Minnesota in May, 1846, and located in

Alton township, AVashington county, and lived there three years.

Then he moved to what is now Newport, in the same county, the

present village occupying the land which was originally his

farm. In 1857 he sold his AA'ashingtou county property and

moved to Castle Rock, in Dakota county, where he pre-empted

land and lived until his death in 1892. He had three daughters

:

Josephine, the oldest, is dead; Nellie is Mis. James Duff and

Emma is Mrs. AA'iHiam Duff. Air. and Airs. AA'illiam Diiff“ live on

the old Johnson homestead. To Air. and Airs. James Duff; have

been born four children. Edith AI. is the wife of A^. R. AA'ooster,

a fruit farmer of New York state. Alabel L. is the Avife of

AValter L. Stratheru, of Rich A^alley, this county. Helen F. is

the Avife of John H. Bluntock, of Itasca, Alinn. Fred AI. married

Bertha Betzold and lives on the old homestead in Hampton
tOAvnship.

Charles H. Smith, of Farmington, Avhere he noAV lives a retired

life, fii’st saAv the light of day at Brownsville, Ale., October 18,

1830. After receiving his education he took up farming and iii

1854 came Avest and located at St. Anthony, Avliere he engaged

in the lumlier business, continuing for a period of tAvelve years.

In 1866 he purchased a farm of 100 acres in Castle Rock town-

ship and until his retirment conducted mixed farming, making a

specialty of raising thoroughbred Percheron horses. In the

meantime he erected a comfortable home ami the necessary out-

buiklings, as Avell as increasing his farm by the addition of 100

acres. In 1899 he sold his place and moved to his present resi-

dence in Farmington. Air. Smith Avas married, January 1, 1859,

at St. Anthony (noAv Alinneapolis) to Nancy AA^orks, daughter of

J. AY. and Alary (Halbrook) AA^orks, natives of Alaine, Avhere the
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father died December 29, 1885, and the mother March 5, 1896.

i\Ir. and I\h’S. Smith are llie parents of three children. Henry

Avas horn January 8, 1861, and died November 15, 1906, leaving’

a AvidoAV whose maiden name was Annie Strong, and tAvo sons,

Charles, horn NoAmmber 16, 1887, and Henry, born August 15,

1900. Ella, the second child of Mr. and Mrs. Smith, died in

infancy, and Grace, the third child. Avas born June 8, 1864. She

married William WJiittaker, of Glencoe, i\Iinn., and they have

four children: Angie, born June 8, 1884; Jessie, l)orn August 1,

1886, and died in January, 1892; Frank, born August 31, 1899;

and Charles, born April 3, 1905. Mr. Smith is a good and

respected citizen, and has through haial Avork and thrift acquired

the i)rosperity Avhich he noAV enjoys. He is an independent voter

and has never sought public office. Nathaniel and Phoebe (Mor-

rell) Smitii, parents of Charles, Avere natiAms of Maine. Avhere

the father died in 1879 and the mother in 1872.

Hamilton H. Judson, tAventy-tive years postmaster of Farm
ington, Avas born in Sherburne, N. Y., October 6, 1849, and Avent

to AVisconsin at the early age of eight years' Here he received

his education in the public schools and in 1863 came to Alinne-

sota and located at Farmington, Avhere he engaged in farming

for a period of five years, after Avhich he became clerk in a gen-

eral mercantile store, where he remained fifteen years. In 1884

he Avas ajApointed postmaster of Farmington, Avhich position he

still holds, and under his able management the postal receipts

have materially increased. He Avas married in ]\Iay, 1875, to

Lucy A. Parker, of Castle Rock, and to them liaAm lieen born

three children: Dora M., Avho is her father’s assistant in the

postoffice
;
Belle Al., avIio married AA^illiam T. AIcDonald, of Pull-

man, AA^ash.; and Stella AI., avIio IWes at home. Air. Judson is a

Republican in his political vieAvs and belongs to the Alasons,, the

Independent Order of Foresters, and the Sons of the American

Revolution. The family attends the Presbyterian church and

resides in a pleasant home on the corner of Fourth and Oak
streets.

At the completion of Air. Judson ’s quarter of a century’s

service, C. P. Carpenter, a lifelong friend, Avrote for the “North-

field Independent,” as folloAVS : Yesterday, August 25, 1909,

II. H. Judson completed tAventy-five years of consecutive service

as postmaster at Farmington. There are probably not many post-

masters in the country Avho can equal that record in point of

service, and certainly none Avho can surpass Air. Judson in point

of faithfulness and al)ility.

Air. Judson Avas appointed by President Arthur, his commis-

sion bearing date August 10, 1884, but he did not enter upon the

discharge of his duties until the 25th of the same month. From
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that day to this he has gone in and out among the people of

Farmington, doing his plain duty in an uuassiuning and quiet

way that has won such universal commendation and satisfaction

from the people whom he has served as to cause every sugges-

tion for a change in office to meet an early and severe frost.

Such suggestions there have been; when Cleveland was elected

over Blaine some Democrats thought a new man ought to he

appointed, because Mr. Juclson ,although a Democrat himself at

the time, had succeeded in securing the appointment from a

Repul)liean. But the majority of Democrats said no, and said it

emphatically. They said they cared more for getting their mail

pronqitly and always receiving courteous treatment when they

Avent to the office than they did for the office, and so Mr. Judson

continued to greet eA^erybody Avith the same genial smile and to

send out their mail Avith the same unerring accuracy. Then Avlien

iMr. Harrison Avas inaugurated there Avas a quiet Avhisper started

that it Avoulcl be the proper thing to have an old soldier appointed

to the place; but the old soldiers themselves (and they are

numerous in and around Farmington) promptly A^etoed the moA'e-

ment. They said that IMr. Judson ahvays handed out their pen-

sion letters on time and they thought he Avould do for another

four years. So it has gone on from year to year and from admin-

istration to administration, Avhile Cleveland succeeded Harrison,

and McKinley succeeded CleA^eland, and RooseAmlt succeeded

McKinley, and Taft succeeded RooseA='elt, and as yet there appear

to be no indications of any ending to Mr. Judson ’s usefulness

in the Farmington postoffice. Mr. Judson Avas ncAmr too busy

to do one more thing for the accommodation of some patron of

his office, and his knoAvledge of people in and around Farmington

and their relatives and friends has become so complete and far-

reaching that it is Avell-nigh impossible for any piece of mail

matter sent to the Farmington office to go astray. If the person

addressed CA'er liA^ed near that village any time Avithin the past

fifty years iMr. Judson knoAvs Avhere he is today, or Avhere some-

one else is Avho Avill knoAV Avhere he is, and he Avill not rest until

the bit of mail is on the direct and sure road to the person for

Avhoni it is intended. So appreciatiA^e Avere the people of Farm-
ington for the untiring and faithful service of their postmaster

for all these years that it Avas in their hearts to make him a

lAresent of a handsome loving cup and to tender him a compli-

mentary banquet on the completion of his tAventy-fiA^e years of

service
;
but Avhile Mr. Judson is a faithful and true friend and

efficient and painstaking officer, he is Avithal so modest and
retiring that the idea of a banquet and such public honors Avas

not pleasing to him, and in deference to his Avishes the plan Avas

abandoned, but not Avithout many sincere regrets on the part of
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liis friends everyn'llere. AVhile it is a great honor to Mr. Judson

to have retaine<l the esteem and confidence of the people of Ids

village and neighborhood to so marked a degree, it is also some

cretlit to the citizens of that part of the country that they have

shown such good judgment and such appreciation of faithful

service, and have always made such successful objection to any

proposed change in tlu‘ postoffiee of that village.

R. L. Johnson, of Farmington, was born in Noiuvay in 1856

and came with his parents to this country the same year. They
located in Wisconsin, where they remained a short time, when
tliey came to klinnesota and settled in Eureka township, where

the father purchased land and engaged in farming the remainder

of their lives. They had a family of six children, of whom three

are living. Both parents are now dead. R. L. received a com-

mon school education and afterwards took up farming, lie spent

ten years iii Greggs county. North Dakota, where he served on

the town board for a time. He returned to Eureka township,

engaged in farming on 160 acres of land and was considered very

successful. In 1876 he was married to Bertha Lynuer, and tliey

have four children: Ida, now of North Dakota; Hattie, who is

married and lives in Farmington; Louis, who lives on the farm;

and Lillie, who lives at home with her father. Mr. Johnson

retired from farm life in 1903, rented his farm and purchased a

home in Farmington, remodeling the place until he now has a

tine liome, where he resides. In political views he is a Republican.

Christian Ehlers was horn in Germany, September 29, 1845, son

of Henry and Sophia (Cinkneck) Ehlers. The father was a

weaver liy trade and emigrated to America in 1875 and remained

until 1885, when he returned to his native country, where he

died a year later. The mother died in 1864. Christian received

his education in the common schools of Germany and after leaving

school he did various labors until in 1866, Avhen he decided to

try life in a new country and came to America, direct to Castle

Rock townslii]i, and made a purchase of eighly acres of land,

Avhich he has greatly improved and built a home and outbuildings,

and added to his acres until he noAV has 460 acres in all. He was

married, September 30, 1870, to Sojihia Fiasseler, daughter of

AVilliam and Carrie (Cramer) Fiasseler, natives of Germany,

Avhere the father Avas a tailor and folloAved his trade until his

death, AAdiich occurred in 1868. The mother is also dead. Mr.

and JMrs. Ehlers are the parents of eleven children.

In his political AueAvs Mr. Ehlers is a Republican and he has

rendered efficient service on the school board for a number of

years. The religious faith of the family is that of the Methodist

Episcopal Church.
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Charles I. Haynes, a retired business man of Farmington,

where he now resides, was born in Wilmington, Vt., Febimary 7,

1841, and after receiving his education in the public schools of

his native state took up farming with his father until in 1862,

Avhen at the age of twenty-one years, deciding to try his for-

tunes in the AVest, he came to Hastings, where he remained about

eight months, after which he returnchl home. The following year

he again came Avest and this time located in Eureka tOAvuship

on a farm of about 160 acres, Avhieh he cleared ami jArepared for

cultivation, built a home, barns and other ljuildings, and con-

ducted general farming, making a specialty of raising thorough-

bred Shorthorn cattle, of AAdiich he noAV has a herd of about

sixty. AATien he first came to Dakota county he gathered tAvo

bushels of maple and elm seeds at Hastings, Avhich he planted

on eight acres of his farm, and has thereby supplied nearly all

the trees of Faimiiugton and many in Kice county. He retired

from farm life in 1900 and moAmd to Farmington, Avhere he

engaged in the farm implement business for three years, after

Avliich he sold oid and has since lived in retirement in his Imauti-

ful home on Spruce street. AA'hile a resident of Eureka toAA’iiship

he served as supervisor for several terms and also on the school

board, of Avhich he Avas treasurer from the time of its organiza-

tion. He is noAV serving on the village council of Farmington

and is a highly respected citizen. He Avas married at Vermont,

December 25, 1862, to Mary J. Palmeter, daughter of Daniel and

Harriet (Sparks) Palmeter, both of Avhom are noAV dead. To
Mr. and Mrs. Haynes liaA'e been born four children : Hattie, aaTo

married AVm. Amidon, and died in 1902; Nellie J. (deceased);

Albert E., Avho conducts the hojiie farm
;
and Alary E., Avho mar-

ried Carl C. Allen, of AAMseea. Air. Haynes is an ardent sup-

porter of the Republican party and his religious affiliations are

Avith the Alethodist Episcopal Church. Israel and Elizabeth

(Barnard) Haynes, parents of Charles, Avere nath'es and promi-

nent farmers of A^ermont, Avhere they spent their life. The

father died in Alarch, 1885, and the mother August 21, 1896.

William Harrington, a retired farmer of Empire tOAAmship

but a long-time resi<lent of Farmington, is one of the hale and

hearty old pioneers of the county, possessing that vigor of body

and clearness of intellect Avhieh in the early sdtlers had so much
to do Avith the present prosperity and standing of the state of

Alinnesota. During his residence in Empire he took an active

part in the public affairs of the toAvnship and Avas ahvays inter-

ested in everything that Avas good and of benefit to the people.

He served as chairman of the board of supervisors, held the

offices of clerk, treasurer and assessor of the tOAvnship, and Avas

county treasurer from 1871 to 76. Being an advocate of eduea-
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lion he consented to serve as memlier of the school board for a

number of years. William Harrington was born in Ilighgate,

Vt., April 16, 1829, son of AVilliam and Lydia (Stockwell) Har-

rington, natives of Vermont. The former was a farmer and both

parents spent their days at the old home place, the father dying

in 18b2 and the mother in 1902. Mr. Harrington received his

education in tlie schools of Vermont, taught school and after-

Avard worked on a farm. lie came Avest to St. Paul June 1,

1860, and subsequently Avent to Posemount toAAmship, Avhere he

engaged in agricultural pursuits, remaining seven years, after

Avhich, in 1868, be purchased 210 acres in Empire toAVuship, took

up his residence on the farm and conducted general and diversi-

fied farming until 1881, Avhen he retired from actWe farm life,

disposed of his farm, and moved to Farmington, Avhere he bought

a pleasant home. In the meantime he had taught school -in Rich

Valley, being one of the able teachers of the county. In 1898,

Avhen rural mail route Avas first established from Farmington,

i\Ir. Harrington carried mail for six months, making a tAventy-

live-mile ti'iiA daily, through all kinds of Aveather, although at

that time seventy years of age. Later he carried the mail from

November 30, 1908, to April, 1909, and at that time was eighty

years of age. Mr. Harrington Avas married March 27, 1853, to

Miranda Hunter, of Fairfield, Vt., daughter of Ira and Dolly

(Nelson) Hunter, natives of New York and Vermont, respec-

tively. They spent their lives in farming, the father dying in

1890 and the mother April 11, 1879. To Mr. and Mrs. Harrington

have been born four children. They are : AVilliam E., Lucy L.,

Ida C., now Airs. James Penwell, and Nellie AL, all living in

Alinneapolis. Air. Harrington is a highly respected citizen, a

man of honor and integrity, liked l)y all Avho know him. In

politics he is a Democrat and in religious belief he is a Alethodist.

Patrick H. Feely, of Farmington, Avas born in Hopkinton,

Alass., Alareh 6, 1858, sou of John and Bridget (Gathland) Feely,

natives of Ireland, Avho emigrated to this country and located in

Alassachusetts, AAdiere the father worked as a boot and shoemaker.

There they remained until 1861, when they came to Alinnesota

and took up farming in Empire toAvnship until they retired in

1888 and took up their residence in St. Paul. The mother died

in 1890 and the father still makes his home in St. Paul, hale and

hearty at a good old age. Patrick received his education in the

common schools of the tOAvnship and in 1879 purchased a farm

of 120 acres, Avhere he noAV resides. In 1893 he engaged in the

grain business. Three years later he built an elevator, Avhich he

still operates, and Avhere he handles about 150,000 bushels of

grain annually. The home farm noAV consists of a 200-acre

farm AAuthin the city limits and Air. Feely also controls 600 acres.
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upon wliicli, with the help of assistants, he condnets general

diversified farming. For several terms i\Ir. Feely did double

duty to his fellow citizens, serving at the same time in the joint

capacity of chairman of the township and president of the village

council. He has been a member of the latter board about twenty

years. In a business way he has become connected with several

successful enterprises, being one of the directors of the Star-

Telephone Company, of the Implement Dealers’ Fire Insurance

Company of iMinnesota, and also of the Implement Dealers’ Asso-

ciation. Mr. Feely was married February 17, 1879, to Ellen

Murray, of Newmarket, Scott county, and to them have been

born eight children: Thomas J., who is in partnership with his

father
;
'William P., who is on the farm

;
Annie I., who is a school

teacher; Mary E., also a teacher; Margaret, Edward, Helen and

John, all of whom are living at home, except John, who died in

infancy. In politics Mr. Feely is a Democrat, and the family

faith is that of the Roman Catholic Church. He is a member of

the A. 0. U. W., the I. 0. F. and the C. 0. F.

Thomas J. Feely was born September 5, 1880, and after attend-

ing the schools of his neighborhood graduated from the Farm-

ington High School. Subsecpiently he took a two years’ course

at the University of Minnesota. He was married, October II,

1908, to Helen R. Callahan, daughter of John and Johanna

Callahan.

E. T.Whitcher.—In a beautiful home situated in Empire town-

ship, two and a half miles from the village of Farmington, sur-

rounded by 400 acres of rich, tillable land, dwell Mr. and Mrs.

E. T. AYhitcher, both of Avhom were residents of Minnesota before

statehood days. E. T. AYhitcher was l)orn in Sandusky county,

Ohio, Alarch 22, 1852, son of Sylvester C. and Helen AI. (Olds)

AA'hitcher, natives, respectively, of Genesee and Niagara county,

New York. From their native state they migrated to Ohio in the

early days and after a feAV years spent in Sandusky county

came to Alinnesota and located near Taylors Falls, Alinn.. wliere

the father took up government land. Later he disposed of his

land and acquired a livery and sale stable in St. Paul, remaining

in that business thirty-two years. He also engaged in the hotel

business. In his latter years he moved to Empire township and

died June 14, 1904, being at that time the oldest liveryman in

the state. His wife makes her home with her son, the subject

of this sketch, at the advanced age of eighty-six years, having-

been a resident of Alinnesota for over half a century. E. T.

received his early education in St. Paul, to which city his parents

had removed when he was a youngster, and engaged in the horse

business with his father until June 19, 1880, when he purchased

the farm where the New Brighton stock yards are now located.
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Several years later lie Avent to Marion Park, and after a period

there came to Dakota county and occupied his present farm,

Avhich he had purchased a few months previous. He has made
many improAmments on house, barns and farm, and raises some

large crops and fine live stock, including both draft and racing

horses. Air. Whitcher is an excellent judge of horses, and is

noted for the excellent care AAdiich he gives all the animals on his

place. He is a Republican in polities, has held school office

some fifteen years, and affiliates Avith the A. 0. U. W. at Farm-

ington. Air. AVhitcher Avas married in 1883 to Alatilda Arcenean,

daughter of John Arcenean. Her parents, Canadians by birth,

settled in the early days in St. Cloud, Stearns county, Alinne-

sota, and there their daughter Avas born. Both parents died

Avhile Airs. AVhiteher Avas young. To Air. and Airs. AVhitcher

haAm been born four children: Sylvester is a dealer in farm

implements in Farmington
;
Harry is engaged in the contracting

and building business in Tacoma, AVash.
;
Susie, Avho has con-

siderable musical ability, lives at home, as does George, the

youngest son, Avho assists his parents on the farm. The subject

of this sketch Avas one of tAvo children. His brother, Charles, lives

in Tacoma, AVash.

Paul J. Rembold, a prominent jeAveler of Farmington, Avas

born in AndreAv, la., February 9, 1878, and received his education

in that state. After leaving school he took up farming for a

short time and also Avorked at railroading. He then learned the

jeAveler’s trade and in 1903 Avent into the business at Alinne-

apolis for a short time. He then Avent to Gaylord, Alinn., remain-

ing until 1905. In 1908 he came to Farmington and purchased

the jeAvelry business of Airs. AI. C. Aleeker, Avhere he conducts

an up-to-date jcAvelry establishment, carrying a complete line of

first-class goods. He has been very successful and has the con-

fidence of all. Air. Rembold Avas married, September 16, 1908,

to Augusta AI. Bonne, of Gaylord, Minn. Rev. J. G. and Alag-

tlelene (Prottengeier) Rembold, parents of Paul J., Avere natives

of Germany and came to this country in 1855, Avhere the father

completed his studies for the ministry. He is noAV fulfilling the

duties of his calling in AVest Union, la. Air. Rembold is an inde-

pendent Amter and a memlier of the Lutheran Church.

Dr. George R. Day, of Farmington, Avas born at Castle Rock

toAAuiship, August 23, 1870, son of L. E. and Ellen (Alills) Day,

natives of Ohio, AAdiere they AAm.re married Alarcli 8, 1868. The

father came Avest in 1859 and located in Castle Rock, Avhere he

purchased 120 acres of school land, Avhich he cleared and im-

proved, l)uilt a home and folloAved general farming until 1893,

Avhen he retired and moved to OAvatonna. He is noAV engaged

in tlie industry of bee keeping. They had nine children : Her-
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bert M., born April 11, 1869, now of Bagley, Minn.
;
George R.,

the subject of this sketch, born August 23, 1870; Perry R., born

February 28, 1871, now of Minneapolis; Chester A., born July

31, 1875, now of Cleveland, Ohio
;
Judson L., born October 8,

1877, now of Leroy, Minn.; Walter E., born May 31, 1880, of

Kalispell, Mont.
;
Benjamin F., born November 11, 1881, now of

Spokane; Esther A., born May 11, 1883, now at home; and Levi

W., born Jiily 1, 1885, a student of the State LTniversity.

George R. received his education at the public schools of

Castle Rock township and the high school of Farmington, after

Avliich, in 1893, he entered the State UniA^ersity, graduating from

the dental department in 1896. He then came to Farmington

and opened an office for the practice of dentistry. He has met

AAuth marketl success and enjoys the confidence of all. Dr. Day
Avas married at jMerriam Park, November 23, 1898, to Lucy

AA^hittier, daughter of Albert and Lucy (AA^ellington) AThittier,

natiAi^es, respectively, of Grafton and Ringe, N. H. Her parents

came Avest in 1856 and located in St. Anthony until 1860, later

coming to Dakota county and engaging in farming in Empire

toAvnship, Avhere the mother died January 11, 1881. In 1892 the

father retired and moved to the village, Avhere he liA^ed the

remainder of his life. He dietl August 25, 1901. To them Avere

born four children : Addie, born December 29, 1856, and died

Novemlmr 3, 1902; Helen, born September 18, 1858; F. A., born

June 22, 1860; and Lucy, born November 23, 1871. To Dr. and

Airs. Day ha.Am been born tAvo children ; Alarion F., born Alay

28, 1900, and A. AVhittier, born April 11, 1901. Dr. Day is a

strong Repul)lican. He is a member of the Alasons and Eastern

Star and has serA^ed on the school board. He and his family

attend tlie Baptist Church.

Thomas C. Davis, of Faianiugton, Avas born in Noav Durham,
N. II., September 1, 1830, son of Eleazer and Alartha E. (Caverly)

Davis, also natiAms of Ncav Hampshire, Avhere they Avere promi-

nent farmers. Both are noAv dead. Thomas C. receiAmd his ed\i-

cation at AA^olfsboro Academy, after Avliich he took uja railroad

Avork, being employed as ftreman on seA'eral roads in Alassachu-

setts, Ohio and Indiana. In 1857 he Avent to AA^arren, 111., and
took charge of the construction betAveen AA^arren and Alineral

Point, AA^is. February 15, 1859, he left Freeport, Ind., for Pike’s

Peak, Col., on a prospecting expedition, but Avas detained at

Council Bluffs, la., until Alay 1, Avhen he resumed his trip by ox

team and reached Yreka, Cal., September 16, the same year. He
remained in California, mining, until 1862, AAdien he returned to

his old home in the east . for a short time, after Avhich he again

came Avest and this time located in Alinnesota on a farm in Lake-

ville toAvnship, Avhere he engaged in general farming until 1871,
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when he came to Farmington and entered the real estate business.

After a time, in company Avith C. IM. Dittman, he started the

Exchange Bank of Farmington, became its cashier, and continued

to conduct the bank for a period of three years. Subsequently

he purchased the bank building in partnei’ship with Martin

Meeker and opened a bank, where they successfully conducted

the business for a period of ten years, after which they retired,

klr. Davis still owns the luiilding. Aside from his banking inter-

ests he OAvned and controlled several hundred acres of land in

Dakota county and noAV has a beautiful residence on Oak street.

Avhere he makes his home, lie is a staunch Republican, has

served on the A'illage council and also on the tOAvn board of

Lakeville. lie l)elongs to the Masons. In October, 1863, he

Avas married to Elizabeth Blaisdell, of Gilford, N. H., and to this

union Avas born one child, Jennie, Avho died in infancy.

George R. Taylor, a Avell knoAvn citizen of Farmington, was

born in Madison, Wis., January 18, 1867, son of Samuel and Sarah

(Robson) Taylor, natives of Leeds, England). The father came to

this country as a boy, and after receiAung his education he became

associated AAuth the banking business in New York and subse-

quently Avent to Wisconsin, AAdiere he was married and engaged in

the milling l)usiness, Avhieh he continued for many years. In

June, 1868, he died. The mother is still living. George receUed

a good education, attended the public schools of Wisconsin and

later the Wayland Academy at Beaver Dam, AVis. In 1887 he

Avas employed with the Lansing Lumber Company at Lansing,

la., remaining Avith them one year, after Avhich he became gen-

eral manager of a line of retail yards for the Sawyer & Austin

Lumber Company at La Crosse, AYis., in Avhich capacity lie

served tAvo years. In May, 1890, he engaged in the banking

Inisiness at Granite Falls, Minn., in the YelloAV Aledicine County

Bank, and after a period of eighteen mouths he severed his con-

nection Avith the bank to accept a more responsible position, that

of cashier of the Exchange Bank of Farmington. October 15,

1895, he Avas married at Ripon, AAhs., to Blanche Dobbs. In poli-

ties klr. Taylor is a staunch Republican and is at the present

time mayor of Farmington. He is a member of the I. 0. F.

John Kochendorfer, a substantial and honored resident of

South Park, in South St. Paul, Avas born in AYashington county,

Illinois, in 1850, and receiAmd his early education in his native

place and in Alinnesota. His parents, John and Catherine

(Decider) Kochendorfer, Avere natives of Germany, and Avere

killed by the Indians near RedAVOod Falls, Alinn., during the

uprising in 1862. Air. Kochendorfer Avas then adopted into the

home of Gottfried Schmidt, an early settler of AVest St. Paul.

When the toAvnship of AVest St. Paul was reorganized Kochen-
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dorfer was made the first town clerk of the portion that was left

in Dakota county. Since becoming a resident of South Park he

has taken his share in the development and progress of the city

and is one of the prominent citizens of South St. Paul. He has

served as a member of the board of education of South St. Paul

and also as an assessor of South St. Paul. He is a member of the

iModern AYoodmen of America, and affiliates with the Evangelical

Association of St. Paul. His present property includes the eleven

acres which at one time was the winter site of the old Kaposia

village of Little Crow, that village in the early days having occu-

pied several dift'erent locations. At the particular time when the

village occupied what is now Kochendorfer 's addition to South

St. Paul it was near the present site of South Park postoffice,

not far from the river bank. This tract of land was platted in

1887 as Kochendorfer h addition, and on this tract i\Ir. Koclien-

dorfer has erected several substantial houses. i\Ir. Kochendorfer

was married, in 1877, to Philopena L. Bach, of AVoodbury. AYash-

ington county, this state. After their marriage they settled on

their present fruit farm of fifty acres, section 16. township 28,

range 22, in what is now a part of South St. Paul. In 1879 he

erected his present venfeer brick l)uilding, where he has since

resided. In more recent years he has installed a heating plant

and has made other modern improvements. He raises small

fruits, such as raspberries, blacklmrries and strawlierries, for the

market, making a specialty of the latter. The farm also pro-

duces hay, and some attention is paid to dairying. In addition

to his Dakota county farm he owns 250 acres in the far west.

To Air. and Airs. Kochendorfer have been born five children;

Alilton J. is a graduate of the electrical engineering department

of the University of Alinnesota and also took a course at the

University of Alichigan. He is now a traveling salesman. The

second child is Alfred and the third Karl. A^erna, the fourth

daughter, graduated from the Ilumbolt High School of St. Paul

and is now a school teacher living in Alontana. Hazel is in her

senior year in the school from which her sister graduated. Air.

Kochendorfer of late years has left the management of the farm

largely in the hands of his son Karl. He has just returned from

a trip to the coast, during which he visited his sister in Tacoma,

the tour including among other points of interest the Alaska-

Yhikon Exposition.

John Kochendorfer, Sr., and Catherine Lechler Kochendorfer,

parents of John Kochendorfer, of South St. Paul, were born in

Germany and came to the United States in 1848-1:9, settling in

Alatemora, near Peoria, 111., on a farm, living there until the

spring of 1857, when they started Avith their family in an old

prairie schooner for Prairie du Chien, AYis., subsequently taking
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a Ijoat from Dunleitli, AYis., to St. Paul, where they lived until

the spring’ of 1862, John Koehendorfer, Sr., being employed as a

teamster and freighter. In 1862 he moved his family to a piece

of land above Redwood Falls, on Avhich he had previously located,

in what was then the Lower Agency, near the present site of

Redwood Falls, i\linn. August 18 of tliat year came the terrible

events which rol)hed so many families of parents or children and
in some instances wiped out entire families. In this massacre

John Koehendorfer, his wife and youngest daughter were all

killed Avithout warning. The story as told by John Koehen-

dorfer, Jr., is as folloAvs

:

“My father Avas in the field, haying, Avhen called into the log

claim house to partake of the lunch Avhieh my mother had pre-

lAared. He had stepped into the bedroom when an Indian, as

Avas customary in that locality in those days, called at the cabin

and asked for my father. The Indian had a gun in his hand,

AAdiich he stood near the corner of the house outside. My father

then opened the door of the room, greeting Avitli his usual cor-

diality the Indian, Avho seemed friendly. The redskin then took

the family axe that stood at the corner of the house and threAA''

it in the brush a short distance from the house. Although I was

a hoy of but eleven years, I noticed that something Avas wrong
and called my father’s attention to what the Indian had done.

j\Iy father then Avent out and brought Imck the axe. In the

meantime I noticed that the Indians Avere gathering in groups

in the distance. IMy father then took up his position in front

of the cabin, Avith one foot on the bench, ready to protect my
mother and us helpless children, of Avhom I Avas the oldest. A
shot rang out on the air and my father fell baclcAvard, the victim

of the treachery of a race to Avhom he had always shoAvn the

greatest kindness. Prior to his death he had warned us children

to flee for our lives. My mother Avas Avashing at the time and

Avhile running Ave heard the screams Avhicli showed she, too, had

fallen a victim to savage cruelty. My youngest sister, Sarah,

Avas in hiding under the bed. She, too, Avas dragged forth and

cruelly slaughtered. I took my sisters, named Rose, Katie and

Maggie, aged at that time nine, seven and five, resiAectively, and

ran for the Avoods, running seven miles before we met anyone.

Oiu’ neighbor, IMichael Belter, came doAvn the road and at first

Ave Avere afraid that he was another Indian. But Ave Avere finally

reassured and after he overtook us Ave told him our terrible story.

We Avere informed by him that a party Avas on its Avay Avith

wagons folloAving us. Later as Ave continued our way Ave Avere

overtaken by them. AYe Avere carried to Port Ridgely that

night and there our AAdiole party remained until reinforcements

arrived from St. Paul tA\m weeks later, when a provision train
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with a company of cavalry as an escort took us to St. Peter,

from where we Avere started on a boat for the city of St. Paul.”

Thus does one of the children of the massacre, uoav a middle-

aged man, tell of those thrilling and horrible events. The boat

upon Avhich Mr. Kochendorfer, then a boy, and his sisters took

passage, as related above, Avas stuck on a snag in the river near

Belle Plain and Avas sunk, necessitating the transfer of the party

to another boat, in Avhich the journey Avas safely made to St.

Paul, Avhere the refugees Avere tenderly eared for by friends.

John Kochendorfer, Jr., and his sister Maggie Avere taken into

the family of Gottfried Schmidt, Avho Avas then located in South

Park in AAdiat is noAv South St. Paul. They remained in the

home of their foster parents until the time of their marriages.

Maggie Kochendorfer Avas married, in 1879, to J. M. Erchinger,

formerly in the grocery business in St. Paul, noAV a resident of

Tacoma, Wash., Avhere Mrs. Schmidt liA^ed Avith them until her

death in the Avinter of 1908. One of the other sisters, Kate,

aftei'Avards Mrs. Jacob Stapf, aaJio raised a large family, is now
dead, and another sister. Rose, Avas taken into the family of

Theodore Keller. The bones of Mr. and Mrs. Kochendorfer, Sr.,

and their youngest daughter Avere found by the soldiers and

about 1886 Avere removed to St. Paul and interred in Oakland

eemeteiy by John Kochendorfer, Jr.

William Dunwoody, chief engineer of the SAvift & Co. i^lant

at South St. Paul, Avas born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1866, and at

the age of twelve or thirteen years began learning the trade of

machinist. He Avas also a sailor for a number of years, dinung

Avhich time he made seA-eral trips to the south coast of Africa.

In 1887, upon coming to the United States he located in Chicago,

and entered the employ of SAvift & Co. in their steamfitting

department, later Avorking at the plant at Omaha, Neb. From
there he Avent to San Francisco, Avhere he Avas operating engineer

in the AA^estern Dressed Beef Company, later returning to Chi-

cago. He has been in his present employ alAOut tAventy years.

As erecting engineer he had charge of the construction of many
refrigerating plants in the East and during the Spanish-American

AA^ar he did similar Avork in Cuba. For ten years he has been

chief engineer at the South St. Paul plant, liaA'ing had charge

of the installation of all the refrigerating machinery. He now
has the entire management of the artificial ice plant, having

about sixty men in his employ, and supervising the Avork of the

poAver engines, boiler room, refrigerating machinery and steam-

fitting. Mr. DiuiAvoody takes an active interest in the progress

of his men. All his engineers Avith the exception of his present

assistant engineer took their first lessons from him, and two of

his men aaJio have Avorked their Avay up to the position of chief
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engineers have served as his assistants. i\Ir. Dnnwoody was
married to Christine Kelson, former assistant postmistress at

Soutli St. Paul. To tliis union has been born two children, Kuth
Marian and A\dlliam Karl. iMr. Dnnwoody is a member of the

Masonic fraterinty.

James Forsyth was born in Helt'a.st, Ireland, in 1855, received

there a common school education and at an early age became an

appi-entice to his father Thomas in a i>a eking house. At the age

of eighteen he emigrated to this country for the Anglo-American

Packing Plant, with Avhom he was employed in Ireland, locating

in Chicago. There he was foreman of the pork cutting depart-

ment, going with tin* firm to iMinnesota and later to New Brigh-

ton. About this time Swift & Company began operations in South

St. Paul and on account of Mr. Forsyth’s long experience in the

business they Avere anxious to secure his services. Accordingly,

in 18!)8, In* entered their employ, in AAdiich he has since continued,

having noAV 125 men in his cluu'ge. Mr. Forsyth Avas married,

in 1877, to Sarah J. McDonough, and they have eight children;

Mrs. I\Iary Jane Campbell; Mrs. Agnes Gildon, of St. Paul.;

Walter James Forsythe, auditor for Arniom* & Company, Butte,

Mont.; FdAvin, bookkeeper for Armour & Coni])any, St. Paul;

Allen, bookkeeper for Armoiu* & Company, St. Paul
;
Bobert IT,

clerk in postoffice at South St. Paul; Helen and Sarah, at home.

Mr. Forsyth is a Democrat and Avas alderman in 1899, being

re-eh‘cted in 1901-05. In 1903 he Avas a candidate for mayor of

South St. Paid, but Avas defeated by five votes. He is a member
of tile Koyal Ai'cauum and has served as delegate to the Demo-

cratic county convention. The family faith is that of the

Catholic Church.

Emil W. Erick, A'ice-pi’esident and general manager of the

South St. Paul Electric Light, Heat & PoAver Company, has been

(piick both to take advantage of the comforts and luxuries AAdiich

modern inventions have made possible and to place them at the

disposal of South St. Paul people. He Avas born in Germany in

187(3, son of Bernhard and Fredericka Erick, the former of Avhom

Avas a farmer. Tlie family came to America in 1885 and located

in "West St. Paul, one year later moving to South Park, Avhere

the father took up dairying. In the family Avere tAvelve children,

four of Avhom are living. Emil AY. A\*as educated in the public

schools at South I’ark and later continued his schooling

afternoons, delivering milk mornings. He also found time Avhile

Avorking to take the complete mechanical course Avith the Inter-

national Corresiiondence School, of Scranton, Pa. In 1892 he

entered the einjiloy of the AVaterous Engine AA^orks Company,

then at South Park, and after five years’ apprenticeship worked

six years as a .iourneyman, being in charge of the floor Avork and
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also traveling on the road as expert in different parts of the

country. He owned the first gasoline lannch in South St. Paul,

constructing the engine himself when only seventeen years old,

doing this work evenings. In 1907 he built the first concrete

block house in South St. Paul. Ilis house is now heated and

lighted by electricity and the cooking is done by the same power.

l\Ir. Erick was married to Helen AYaruke, a native of Germany,

and they have three children—Elmer, Bernhard and Helen.

Charles Thoele, an old settler of this vicinity, was born in

Germany in 1822, one of the two sous of Henry Thoele, a. car-

penter by trade, who was killed in the old country by falling

from a roof while following his trade. Aside from his two sons,
’

Henry Thoele had one daughter. Charles attended school until

fourteen years of age and worked on a farm until 1811, when he

came to America. By diligent work in a Cairo, Ilk, factory he

saved sufficient funds to start in business for himself, accordingly

opening a store in a Alissouri village. In 1855 he came to St.

Paul, and after looking about a short time found a farm suited

to his purpose in AA'est St. Paul, which, after paying rent for

seven years, he purchased. In 1865 he enlisted in Company D,

First Alinnesota AYlunteer Infantry, and served four months,

being mustered out in Indiana. He then returned to his farm

and there spent the remainder of his days, passing away in

December, 1897. His wife, Mary A. Kleinschmidt, whom he mar-

ried in 1817, died in September, 1906, at 631 Bates avenue, in St.

Paul. In the family there were six children. Catherine is the

oldest. Louise is the widow of James Busch and lives in AYash-

buru, X". D. Louis lives in Excelsior, Alinn., and has now i-etired.

Alinnie is the wife of Eev. AATlliam Eolfing and has eight chil-

dren. Edward John is mentioned elsewhere. Sophia is the wife

of Charles II. Lockwood and lives on the old homestead. Charles

Thoele was one of the pioneers, endured the hardships and dis-

eoui’agemeiits incidental to pioneer life, and had his share in

blazing the way for the prosperity of today.

E. J. Thoele has watched the city of South St. Paul develop

where were formerly rich farms and has seen the development of

the pro^sperous cities of this portion of Alinnesota from unim-

portant hamlets. He was born on section 28, township 28, De-

cember 25, 1855, son of Charles and Alary A. ( Kleinschmidt)

Thoele, early pioneers. He was reared on the homestead and

received his education in the district schools, remaining at home
until twenty-four years of age, when in 1889 he went to the

town of Alorris, in Stearns county, and associated with his

brother Louis in the grain business, erecting an elevator and

purchasing wheat. Ill health compelled him to abandon the

business to his brotlier Louis, vdio continued it for twelve years.
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He then came l)aek to his native place and has since continued

to conduct a fruit farm on twenty-one and one-half acres of well

tilled land, where he has set out 1,000 apple trees, as well as

many other fruit bearing trees. Mr. Thoele has occupied a

prominent place in the life of the community. lie served three

terms as town clerk before the township of AVest St. Paul was

tlivided and at one time he assessed the farms Avhere the city

of South St. Paul now stands. lie also took the census one year,

and at one time was delegate to the Repiddican county conven-

tion. April, 1009, he was elected one of the assessors of South

St. Paul and is now serving. In church affairs Air. Thoele is a

German Alethodist, and has been a trustee of the Inver Grove

Church of that denomination for many years. At the age of

sixteen he Avas apiAointed church organist and served contin-

uously for seven years, missing but one Sunday during all that

period, lie also served as superintendent of the Sunday school

six years. In 1880 he Avas married to Alatilda Rolling, of Inver

GroAm toAvnship, and to this union Avere born tAVO children. Gil-

bert is a commission merchant in South St. Paul. He married

Lena Tegtmier in October, 1909. Viola C. is the AAufe of AVilber

Hunt, Avcigh master in the South St. Paul stock yards. Air.

Thoele is a member of the United Foresters. The subject of this

sketch has many interesting stories to tell of the old days, and it

is Avith great relish that he relates tales of the time Avhen he used

to herd oxen on the present site of the Alerriam Bank in the city

of St. Paul, and of the trips Avhich his family made to church

in a canoe, draAvn over the snoAV Avith a pair of oxen, to the old

place of Avorship noAV replaced by modern church buildings.

Andrew Sandquist, contractor and maker of concrete blocks,

is distinctively a self made man, and is a fine example of Avhat a

resourceful man may accomplish l)y hard Avork and perseverance.

He Avas born in SAveden, in 1849, son of Jens Johnson, and came

to the United States in 1880, locating in CaraAvay county, Alinn.,

Avhere he had a brother avIio had advanced him $180 for his ship

passage and car fare. AVhen Air. Sandcpiist first arrived in this

country he could not speak English, and Avas glad to secure em-

ployment on the C. AI. & St, Paul R. R. at $1.12i/o per day. He
Avorked for this company one year and then for the Alinneapolis

and St. Louis R. R. for some time, being a section foreman for

that company tAvo years. Subsequently he movetl to Faribault,

Alinn., a year, still remaining in the employ of the same com-

pany. He left that city to enter into the employ of the Great

AVestern R. R. at Randolph, Alinn. After one day’s Avoi’k he

Avas promoted to foreman, in charge of construction AVOrk. A
feAV years later he started in the railroad contracting business

for himself. Air. Sandquist ’s connection Avith the railroading
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business extended, in all, over a period of eighteen years, dni’ing

the latter part of which he conducted a boarding train. In 1889

while still in the employ of the Great 'Western, he first located in

South St. Paul, and in 1901 he began the manufacture of cement

blocks. Four years later he took a couple of partners under

the tirni name of A. Sandcpnst & Co., he l)eing the general man-

ager. In the summer of 1908 the lirm dissolved, and I\Ir. Sand-

quist has since conducted the business himself. He has erected

in all nine dwellings as well as his own eomfortalde residence of

brick on Concord street. This house has twelve rooms and is

heated with a hot water plant. His barns are of brick and con-

crete, and equipped Avith an electric pump Avhich pumps pure

Avater from a Avell tAventy feet deep. The pump is an automatic

one, and keeps the Avater at 30 pounds pressure at all times.

i\Ir. Sandquist has serA'ed as alderman, and Avas a member of the

council tAvo years at a time AAdien the council controlled the

schools. He Avas married in SAveden to Maria Plantare, by Avhom

he had six children. Anna, noAV IMrs. Charles Larson, of St.

Paul; Charles, an employe of SAvift & Co.; John; Augusta; Al-

bert, and Nettie. The latter died in 1905. The family attends

the SAvedish IMission Church.

Wallace M. Gebhart, master mechanic for the SAvift & Co.

plant at South St. Paul, started in life for himself as a hoy of

sixteen, Avhen he left home to learn the machine trade
;
spending

eleven years in the south, during Avhieh time he fell into good
hands for training and soon began to shoAV his good points. In

a A'ery feAV years he turned his inAmntiA'e genius to making im-

proAuunents on cottonworking machinery. OAving to his youth,

hoAvever, he did not realize the importance or Amlue of these in-

Amntions, aiid neAmr received any financial gains therefrom. Be-

ing equipped as a thorough master of his trade, he came north in

1886 and entered the employ of the SAvift & Co. plant at Chicago,

thus beginning Avith that company a pleasant business relation

that has continued to the present day. Starting as milhvright

foreman, he Avas soon sent on the road as a construction man,

and traveled extensively, superintending the construction of the

SAvift& Co. plant at Mexico City, Mexico, and the reconstruc-

tion of the plant in Manitoba, after the original buildings had
been gutted by fire. In October, 1897, he came to South St. Paul

as master mechanic, in which capacity he has since remained,

having charge of the carpenters, maehinsts, millwrights, tinners

and steam fitters, as Avell as of all mechanical construction Avork,

having, at times Avhen building operations are in progress, as

many as from 150 to 300 men under his direction and control.

He has made a special study of the science of textile strength,

and is equally well versed on the subject of Avood, iron, steel.
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stone and concrete construction, being an expert draftsman as
well. He drafted the plans for all the new additions to the-

Sontli St. Paul plant, and of the new beef house, which is of

.steid and reinforced concrete, being one of the best in the United
States. In spite of the fact that he has been very successful he
is democratic and approacha1)le, always ready to lend his advice

and helj) to all in need of it. Realizing his technital knowledge
of his trade, the ixrnple of South St. Paul have requested his sug-

gestions in I'egard to pvd)lic and private building in the city
;
and

his hard work on the school board, which he is now serving for

a second term, has been highly valued. The new liigh school of

whose construction he was in charge, and the new Washington
school, a modern sti-iicture of brick, whose plans he supervised,

will long stand as momuments to his sagacity and skill. Since

coming to Soidh St. Paul he has closely identified himself with

the i>ublic and social life of the community, and is actively inter-

(^sted in everything that tends to its progress and betterment.

Aside from his work for Swift & Co., i\Ir. Gebhart is president

of the Twin City Hoisting klachinery and IManufacturing Co., and

a member of the Building Trades Exchange, of South St. Paul.

IMr. Cebhart has been married twice. His first wife was a

Southern girl whose name was klinnie Hood, and of a ])rominent

family of the South, to which union two sons and one daughter

were born
;
tAvo sons dying at an early age, one nearly tAvo years

of age and the other one year. The youngest, a girl, is noAV

tAventy-fiAW years old, her mother dying in Chicago in the year

188d, Avhen the daughter Avas only eight months old. This daugh-

ter, Pearly, married l\Ir. Metzen, also a Chicago man. Mr. and

Mrs. Metzen have presented Mr. Gebhart Avith three bright

grandchildren, ILuiry, Floyd and Lucile, all born in St. Paul,

klinnesota.

Gebhardt Avas married in Chicago, Febi-uary 13, 1892, to Susie

Zalman and to this union have been born three sons and one

daughter: Irene, AVallace, Arthur and Hai’vey, all being born in

Chicago. BelicAung, as he does in a spirit of fraternal helpful-

ness, Air. Gebhart has allied himself Avith the Modern Woodmen
of America, being a prominent member of the local camp..

Bernhard Baker, superintendeid of the sausage deiAartment for

SAvift & Company, of South St. Paul, Avas horn in Germany and

came to this country in 1883 after having served four years’

apprenticeship at his trade in his native land. In 1887 he took

up his residence in South St. Paul. Air. Baker is an expert, fami-

liar Avith all the details of the ham and sausage business. The

department of Avhich he is the head is in a building by itself. The

ground door is the preparing room, the second is the filling room,

the third floor is the cooling and drying department; the fourth
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floor is the spill room
;
the fifth is the packing and storage depart-

ment. The annex, Avhich is devoted to the curing of hams and

sausages, the coolers and the shipping, drying and seasoning-

rooms is* also nnder his jiirisdiction. His force consists of

142 men, including two foremen and several shii^ping clerks.

Mr. Baker has served several years as a member of the city

council of South St. Paul. He is married, and has two children,

Gertrude and Bernhard.

Martin Charlebois, of South St. Paul, was born in Alexandre

Ont., in 1865 and received his education in the schools of that

place. At the age of sixteen he learned the trade of tinner and

four years later he came to St. Paul, and secured employment with

Scribner & Libliey, contractors, to vmrk on the Exchange building,

the packing plant and other buildings. From 1886 to 1890 he

was enp^loyed Avith tAvo firms, Scribner & Lilfijy, and LeFebre &
DeLaAvries, contractors for roofing and cornices. He then took

charge of the tin department at the SAvift & Company's Pack-

ing plant in 1900, and in connection Avith these duties, he opened

a tin shop in the rear of the South St. Paul IlardAvare Company's

store. In 1909 his increasing prosperity caused him to seA'er his

connection Avith the SAvift Company, and devote all his time to

his shop, the business of Avhieh had groAvn to such proportion

as to demand his entire attention. He noAV employes from eight

to ten men, and has a shop 40x40. The folloAving is some of the

recent AA’ork accomplished by Mr. Charlebois. At South St. Paul

steel ceilings, etc., in the Reporter Building. Straight Brothers

Drug store. City drug store, O’Brien Block, Flat Iron Building,

and X^o. 2 Fire Hall; at St. Paul, tar and graA'el roofing, AT. E.

AlcCormick Packing House, Flat Buildings of F. P. AA'arner, AA".

P. Bronson Packing House
;
A^entilatiou in the schools of South

Stilhvater, Aladison, South Park, Riverside, Inver Grove, Lake

City, Alotley, and AA'ermen, Alinn., Knapp, Rice Lake, AA"is. His

Avife, Rose, has proven an able helpmate. Air. Charlebois is a

member of the Catholic Order of Foresters and of the St. Augus-

tine Catholic church.

Harry J. Kurtz, assistant superintendent for SAvift & Com-

lAany at South St. Paul Avas born in AA'aterloo, AVis., in 1868, son

of AA^illiam Kurtz, a Avagon maker Avho came to Rosemount toAvn-

ship and in his eighteenth year engaged in business Avith Air.

AA'amvick and later entered the employ of the Anglo American

Packing Company. In 1892 he Avent to Avork for the SAvift

Company, as a laborer, and has been promoted from time to time,

until in 1906 he Avas promoted to his present jAosition as assistant

superintendent, haA'ing charge of tAveh'e foremen and some 250

men. By his Avife Carrie he has three children : Harry, Chester
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and Eutli. Mr. Kurtz is a ineniber of the Red Men and Yeomen.
The family attend the Presl)yterian eluireh.

Joseph George Hodgkinson, a physician and surgeon of

South St. Paul, was horn June 3, 1845, at Aylmer, Out, He
received his early education in the public schools and in the

Cooper Academy at Aylmer and later took up the study of medi-

cine, gratluating from the Detroit IMedical College in 1879. He
also took a course at the i\Iichigan l\Iediccil College. Prom 1880

1o 1882 li(‘ Avas treasurer of the Pension Board of Examining
Surgeons at Deti-oit, Mich., and in 1883 he came to St. Paul and

entered the St. Paid Medical College to complete his studies.

He graduated in 188(i. and began to practice his pi-ofession. He
Avas resident physician at tlie C'ity Hospital at St. Paul for one

year, and tilled prescriptions for the hospital, county jail and
alms house. He practiced his profession in Battle Lake, Taylor’s

Fall’s, and St. Croix Falls, and in 1888 returned to St. Paul Avhere

he remaiiuHl until 1895 Avhen he took up his iiractice in South

St. Paul, AA’here he has since remained. He has Iniilt up a large

jiractice, and has a Avell eqniiiped office on Concord street, Avith

uj)-to-dat(‘ in.strunients, including an electric microscope and a

Incadescent light. He makes a specialty of chronic diseases.

He is a member of the Ramsey county IMedieal Association, the

IMinnesota State IMedieal Society, the American IMedieal Associa-

tion, the State Phai-maceutical Association, the IM. AY. A., and the

1. 0. O. F. AVhile a resident of Canada he serA'ed as a soldier in

the Canadian Volunteei-s, and Avon a Victoria medal for faithful

sei'vice. He is a Kep\d)lican in his political vieAvs, but has never

sought public office, being too busy Avith his oavu many duties.

By his Avif(\ Sadie Cummings, daughtei- of John and Elizabeth

(Dabney) Cummings, of Taylors Falls, AVis., he has one child,

•Joseph Cuy, uoav of jMinneaiAolis, Aliun. Philip and Elizabeth

(Spriugall) Hodgkinson, parents of Joseph, Avere natives of

Canada, Avhere the father Avas a merchant, and in addition to

his business, served as postmaster for the long period of forty-

one years, being also a magistrate. The latter part of his life

Avas spent in retirement, and he died in 1883. His Avife dietl in

1901. They Avere the lAarents of eight children: Harriet, J. G.

the sul)ject of this .sketch, Emma, Philip, Charles, Augusta,

(deceased), Arthur and Maggie.

E. F. HoAves, Avas born at Ca])e Cod, 1878, received his educa-

tion in the public schools and High school of Ylassachusetts, and

in 1898 came Avest to Chicago, Avhere he learned his trade Avith

SAvift & Company, in 1902, he came to St. Paul for that com-

]>any to take charge of the beef killing department as sujAerin-

tendent, and has noAV 150 men under his charge, including fore-

men and clerks. He is a resident of St. Pa\il.
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Fred Schult who is known as the Cabl)age King of South

St. Paul, was born in Germany in 1863, son of John Sehult, a

respected German citizen. Fred was educated in the schools

of his native i^lace, and in 1883 came to America at the solicitation

and advice of some cousins then living in Xortlnvood, Minn.

He joined his cousins in that torvn, and there remained two and

a half years, after which he came to the city of St. Paul. In the

days of the horse cars in that city, he was a driver on the East

and AA^est Seventh Street line, and also on the Oakland avenue

line. It was about this time that the cable rvas being constructed

up Selby avenue. AA^hile still engaged as a street car driver,

Air. Sehult invested in lots 4 and 5 in lilock 5, AI. D. Aliller’s

addition to South St. Paid. At that time there were but three

houses in the settlement rvhere he afterward located. The resi-

dents of these three houses have long since left this vicinity.

At the time Air. Schult purchased his first lot for -$400.00 he was

able to pay $200.00 cash, and on wages of $1.50 a day he had the

courage to erect a thousand dollar house, placing himself in debt

in all $1,400. In 1887 he located in South St. Panl permanently,

and secured a position in the Alinnesota Packing and Provision

Company plant, Avhere Jiis industry and ambition secured for

him increased pay. After tAvo and a half years Avith this con-

cern he became fireman for the old South St. Paul distillery,

and still later Avorked in the Great AVestern Kailroad shops at

South Park. Then he returned to the employ of the Alinnesota

Packing and ProA’ision Company as fireman. SAvift & Company,

had then arrived, and he did general Avork around their plant,

their first season, 1897. In the meantime, he AAms on the lookout

for a farm, and he soon purchased tAventy acres AAdiich he broke

up from time to time, Avorking in the packing house in the Avinter

time, and on his farm in the summer until about 1899, since Avhich

date he has deA’oted all his attention to his farm, AAdiich he has

noAv increased to 85 acres, all of the farm being laid oft' in section

lots. His principal crop is cabbages, of AAdiich he makes a spe-

cialty, often raising as high as tAventy-four tons to the acre, and
one season, eA-en exceeding this record. In 1909 he cultiAmted

fourteen acres of cabbage plants, the crop yeilding eighteen

tons to the acre. Air. Sehult also raises potatoes, haAdng a

yield of as high as three hundred and sixty bushels to the acre.

In addition to OAvniug his splendid farm, he has built a brick

store on Concord street, noAv occupied as a meat market. This

building Avas first intended as a laundry. At one time he Avas in

the hardAvare business in company Avith E. AA". Erick. Although

some of his Amntures liaAm been considered foolish liy his neigh-

bors, his judgment in every ease has been vindicated, and CA'ery

investment he has made has had a successful result. Air. Sehult
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has not songlit public life, hut has consented to serve the city as

constable eight snccc'ssive years. He is one of the charter

meinl)ers of St. Paul’s German Lutheran church, and Avas one

of its first trustees. He has been elder of the church, and has

held office of one soi‘t or another since its organization, being noAV

treasurer of the board of trustees. IMr. Schult has been al)ly

assisted in all his endeavors l)y his Avife, Avhose maiden name
Avas Jhu'tha Schmidt. They are tlie i>arents of four children

;

Emuel, Annie, organist of St. Paul’s church; Henry and John.

Gottfried Schmidt Avas l)orn in 1815 in Germany, and at the

age of tAvelve years Ix'caiin* an orphan, his parents dying Avithin

three Aveeks of eacli other. Peing thus left in early life Avitliout

the h)vi]jg cai'e of father and mother, he earned his OAvn liAmli-

hood, and in ]84!) came to America. After tAvo years in St.

Louis, li(‘ came to St. Paul and one and a half years later made
a claim of IbO acres in AVest St. Paul. He Avas married in 1852

to Alary Dickhudt. Air. and Airs. Schmidt had no children of

their OAvn but adopted three. The first Avas an Indian boy. In

1854, an Indian came to the Schmidt home Avith his little sou,

Avishing Air. Schmidt to adopt him, the boy at that time being

one and a half year's old. He Avas accordingly taken into the

Schmidt home, and proved a bright and tractible child, groAving

to man'bood under the guidance of his foster parents, and learn-

ing both the German and English languages. In 1862, the

Schmidts adojrted tAvo oi-phans of the Indian Alassacre, John and

Alaggie Kochendorfer, avIio retained their parents’ name. Airs.

Sclimidt died at the horiAe of her foster daughter in Tacoma,

AYash., in 1908. The farm pre-empted by Air. Schmidt is noAv

in South Park, a part of the city of South St. Paul.

James Ried Avas Iroi'ii in Scotland and came to AA^oodbury

county, loAva, in 1880, AAdiere he took charge of AA^. C. Benson’s

large stock rancli. Tlien he Avent to Osceola county for one year

and in 1887 entered the employ of the Union Stock Y^ards of

South St. Paid, as foreman. In 1907 he Avas made yardmaster

and later became superintendent. Air. Ried is a Democrat in

politics and served eight years on the council of South St. Paul,

Avhieh then in connection Avith the city gOA^ernment had charge

of the schools. He Avas married in 1880 to Annie Chalmers, a

native of Scotland, and they have five children—Jessie, employed

in SAvift & Co.’s office; Annie, clerk in the South St. Paul post-

office
;
AndreAV, a foreman in the stock yards

;
Eva, a teacher,

and Edgar J. Ried, still at school.

I. A. Grant, the suceessfvd fuel and feed man of South St.

Paul, has Avon his irresent prosperity by hard Avork, and unfail-

ing perseverance. He Avas born in Picton, Nova Scotia, Canada,

in 1845, and after receiAuug a good education engaged in the
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luereautile business twenty years. In 1886 lie took up his resi-

dence in St. Paul, where he has since resided. He engaged in

the real estate business for a time, and for live years engaged

in the sanitation line in the city of St. Paul. In the spring of

1902 he decided that there wms a favorable opening for a feed

store and fuel depot in South St. Paul, and accordingly with a

partner, he opened an establishment under the firm name of

Grant & Ileberle. Two years later, Mr. Grant bought his part-

ner’s interest, and has since conducted the business alone, the

enterprise being so successful that he has since enlarged his

store, doubling his floor space. He also deals largely in cement

and plaster.

Mike O’Toole, secretary of the South St. Paul Electric Light,

Heat and PoAver Company, is a man who has risen to his present

position through hard work and perseverance. Fie began his

career as night watchman in the cellars of the J. J. O’Leary

Packing plant in the early days, and although the progress was
slowr, he steadily rose and is now one of the promoters of the

light, heat and poA\mr company in South St. Paul. He Avas

married May 2, 1899, to Ellen MeAuliff of South St. Paul, daugh-

ter of Patrick MeAuliff.’ The O’Toole home has been blessed

Avith tAvo children, IMary and EcLvard. The family faith is that

of the St. Augustine’s Catholic Church. ]\Ir. O'Toole is an

estimable citizen in CAmry respect, and has Avon the esteem of

all Avho knoAV him.

Martin Lind’uski, master builder for SAvift & Co. at South St.

Paul, Avas born in Germany in 1863, of Polish parentage. His

father, Caspar Linduski, a farmer oAvning 900 acres of land, Avas

a Amteran of the German-Austrian AYar in 1860, as Avell as of the

FVench-Prussian of 1870-71, being Avounded seven times. Mar-

tin received his education in Germany under a priAmte tutor,

after Avhieh he became an apprentice in the beet sugar refinery

at Amsse, learning the trade of general mechanic under experts

in the mechanical department, Avhere everything from a knife

to a boiler Avas manufactured. For four years he pursued his

chosen study of architecture and building under the tuition of

the best masters. In 1882, Avhen he had completed his appren-

ticeship, he emigrated to the United States, and came to St. Paul

AAdiere he engaged in contracting for five years, after Avhich he

entered the employ of SAvift & Co. at South St. Paul, as master

builder. In this employment he has shoAvn his ability by taking

charge of the erection of all the buildings and the installation of

the water system, having under his supervision tAventy-five men
experienced in all mechanical lines. Mr. Linduski served as

alderman eight years in South St. Paul, and Avas police and fire

commissioner for tAvo years. He belongs to the Catholic Order
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of Foresters, being eJiief ranger of St. Augustine Court, 947. He
was mai-ried to Magdeline Karans in 1886 at Owatonna, Steel

county, jUiunesota, and this union has been blessed with six

children—Mrs. Clara King, IMrs. IMartha Riehns, Francis, Mar-

tin, William and Adeline. The family faith is that of the Catho-

lic church.

Patrick McAuliff was born in Limerick, Ireland, March, 1846.

lie learned the plasterer’s trade and came to America when a

young man, landing in New York. He then went on to Wash-

ington, D. C., and during the war was employed for the govern-

ment as wagon master for three years, l)eing located at Ft.

Cochrane. In 1866 he purchased, in AYashington, a farm of

160 acres, locatetl in Le Sueuer county, IMinnesota, for the con-

sideration of ifidOO, and started AYest the same year to take

])OSsession. The trip took a week, traveling part way by rail-

road and boat, and linally liy team. Upon his arrival, he found

the place to be a real wildeiaiess, full of heavy timber, and he

set to work to clear away a place to build his shack. By hard

work and perseverance he linally had the whole farm cleared

and under cultivation. He conducted general farming until in

1887, when he sold the farm at -1^1.25 per acre and moved to

South St. I'aiil, where he now lives in retirement, enjoying the

fruits of his labors. Besides his farming entei-prise he was watch-

man in the distillery in South St. Paul in the early days and

also served as street coinmissioner. lie owns property in St.

Paid anil in Swede Hollow of South St. Paul. He was married

in 1873 to Kate Dahney, and eight children have been born, of

whom five are living—John, Airs. Mary Foxley (who conducts

a lU'ivate dining room in the Exchange building in South St.

Paul, and has four children, Ellen, Willie, Prances, and a baby

boy), Ellen (married to Alike O'Toole), and Joseph, who attends

school.

W. H. Meeker Avas l)orn in Iowa, and came to Alinnesota in

1895 and located in St. Paul, Avhere he secured a position in the

hardware store of Faiuvell, Osmen & Kirk. In April, 1906, he

moved to South St. Paul and Avas employed Avith the South

St. Paul Alercantile Company. Later he engaged in business for

himself and noAV OAvns the largest hardAvare store in South St.

Paul. lie has also added a complete line of furniture, and an

undertaking department in the basement of the furniture store.

His stores are 65 feet deep and 24 feet Avide, and everything in

the Avay of house furnishings can lie obtained. He Avas married

in 1893 to Laura E. Clark and they have one daughter, Dorothy

June. Avho is six years old. Air. Aleeker is a member of the

Alasonic fraternity.
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David J. Wille, chief engiueer and foreman for the Twin City

Brick Company, was born in Inver Grove township, this county,

February 19, 1862, and there received his early education. After

leaving school he learned the trades of stone mason and engi-

neer, after which he became an engineer for the Twin City Brick

Company, later being promoted to his present situation. A
Kepublican in polities, he has served as alderman in the city of

AYest St. Paul, and has promoted the interests of his neighbor-

hood in other ways as well. He is a member of the Provarian

Society, and a communicant of the German Lutheran Church of

AVest St. Paul. Decemlier 6, 1889, he was married in Inver

Grove township to Elizabeth Leubeeher, and to this union have

been born seven children—George. Theodore, Alice. Emma, Olga,

Edward and Benjamin.

August C. AA'ille was born April 3, 1822, and married Kath-

erine Schmidt. They came to Alinnesota in the fifties and took

a claim of eighty acres in Inver Grove township, where they

spent the remainder of their days, the former passing away Feb-

ruary 27, 1907. They were industrious, hard working people,

and brought their farm to a high degree of cultivation. Eleven

children blessed their union. Of these, three brothers and five

sisters, aside from David J., are living.

B. Lotenbach conducts a dairy and fruit farm in AA'est St.

Paul, where he came October 28, 1889, and purchased 169 acres

of land, which was then in a wild state. He worked early and

late and now has sixty under cultivation, using the remainder

for pasture. He keeps about forty-five cows, and sells about

seventy-five gallons of milk a day, hu-ing four men to assist him

with the work. His farm is located on a hill and from here can

be seen the eapitol at St. Paul, Fort Snelling. the fair grounds,

Alinneapolis and many other points of interest. A lake is at

the base of the hill and adds to the beauty and value of the

place. He has a large orchard, which together with his dairy,

insures him a good income. Air. Lotenbach was born in Switzer-

land in 1859, and has been a resident of Dakota county nineteen

years. He married Frances Arnoldt and they have been blessed

with seven children, of whom five sons are living—John, Anton,

Frank, Joseph and George, all at home and helping on the farm.

The family faith is that of the Catholic church.

Philip Crowley, first mayor of AA'est St. Paul, and a county

superintendent of schools, now deceased, was born in Ireland,

where he was given a good education and was fitted for the work
of a civil engineer. For a time after leaving school he was
employed on railroad work. In 1849 he emigrated to America,

where he began shortly after his arrival to build the telegraph

line starting at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and before the end of the
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year had reached Pittsburg, Pa., by way of the Baltimore and
Ohio canal. He then accepted a position of principal of one of

the s(diools at Pittsburg, and in his spare time kept books for

the Joseph Keeting Coal iMining Company. AVhile at Pittsburg

he was married in 1852 to Catherine 0 ’Shaughnessy, a lady of

many aeeomi)lislnnents, who Avas also a teacher, and they \Amrked

togetlier for seA’en years. Not much was knoAAm of Alinnesota

at that time, 1)ut they had heard much of the great possibilities

of the country, and after due preparation they decided to try

life in this locality. TraAmling by boat the greater part of the

AAmy, they arriA'ed in St. Paul Alay 12, 1857. Mr. CroAvley obtained

a position in the office of the city engineer, Avhere he remained

until the fall of the same year, AAdien on account of the hard

times they moA'ed to CarAmr county and took up a claim, which

later became tlie site of the present village of Noiuvood. Mr.

CroAvley Avas elected county surveyor of Carver county, but the

folloAvdng year they moved to Fort Snelling, AAdiere he Avas

employed as assistant engineer on the survey of the Minnesota

Central Railroad, and Avas later elected engineer of AVest St.

Paul, lie sidAsecpiently settled in Mendota, occupied a log house

which originally belonged to Father Kavou.v, taught school for

eight years, and on Saturdays, and during vacations, Avas engaged

in surveying. He also performed the duties of freight clerk at

Mendota. In 1868 he Avas again attracted to AA^est St. Paul and

removed Avith his Avife to that place, Avhere they both taught

for a time. Air. CroAvley’s ability as an educator Avere recog-

nized and in the fall of 1870 he Avas elected county superintendent

of schools of Dakota county, in Avhich position he faithfully

served eight years. He served on the council of South St. Paul,

and after the separation of South and West St. Paul, AAdiich was

largely due to the efforts of Air. CroAvley and George AA^. AYent-

Avorth, he was unanimously elected the first mayor of AYest St.

Paul, at the first election in 1889. He retired from public life

in 1891, and after a long and useful life died in 1902. Ignatius

Donnelly, the noted author and scholar, Avas his intimate friend.

Desire Chapdelaine, of Eagan tOAvnship, Avas born in the old

homestead February 2, 1862, one of the tAvelve children of Peter

and Alargaret (Plant) Chapdelaine, natives of Canada. The

father, a farmer, came to St. Paul in November, 1848, Avith his

family, remaining until 1853, when he moved to Eagan toAvn-

ship, this county, and pre-empted 120 acres of land. He first

erected a log cabin and later a home and buildings, improA^ed his

land and engaged in a general line of farming. He died Novem-

ber 16, 1891, and the mother still IWes on the homestead. Desire

received his education in the public schools of the toAAmship, and

farmed at home. After the death of the father he took charge
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of the home farm, together with his brother, being thus engaged

until in 1892. In that year he went to North Dakota and took

up a homestead of 160 acres of land in AYard county, Avhere he

erected a house and cultivated the land for three years, return-

ing in 1895 to Dakota county, where he has since remained, farm-

ing at liome. He has bought produce for a commission house of

^Minneapolis since 1907. lie is a Catholic in his religion, and in

politics a Democrat, and has served as director of the school of

district 106 for a time. He belongs to the C. 0. F.

Dr. Percival Barton, i^ioneer physician, has taken an active

part in maintaining a high ethical standing for the profession

of medicine in Dakota county. He Avas born in Maine and there

married Sarah C. Paine, also a natHe of the same state. The

family came AA'est in tlie fall of 1851, lived a short time at St.

Paul, Avent to the present site of the village of Inver Grove, and

SAibsecjuently took up a claim in AA^aseka county, Avhere they

lived a year. Then they came back to Inver Grove, Avhere Dr.

Barton assisted in laying out the toAvn site. In 1861 he enlisted

in the SeAmnth Alinnesota A'olunteer Infantry, as assistant sur-

geon, and sei'Amd until the autumn after the close of the Avar.

He then retiumed to his family and purchased his present home,

Avhere he lias lived for OA'er forty years, engaged in the practice

or medicine. He is an ideal country physician, sympathetic and

able, and commands the love and respect of eAmry resident for

miles around. In addition to practicing his profession. Dr. Bar-

ton has found time to interest himself in other business enter-

prises. His Avife died in 1902. Dr. and Airs. Barton liaAm two

chikb'en. A sketch of their son, Henry C., appears elseAA'here.

Helen AI., the daughter, married George Gillette. Air. and Airs.

Gillette died in Alarcli, 1887. Of their three children, one dieel

in infancy; one, Alma E., died in 1907, and Harvey L. is still

living.

Harry C. Barton, a prosperous farmer of Inver Grove toAvn-

ship. Avas born in Somerset county, Alaine, August 16, 1851, sou

of Percival and Sarah C. (Paine) Barton, natives of that state.

He reeeHed his education in the public schools of IiiAmr GroAm,

and afterAvard took up farming, AA'hieh occupation he has since

successfully continued. Aside from general farming he makes
a specialty of truck gardening and stock feeding, and the prod-

ucts of the EiA-er A^ieAV Farm, as he calls his iilace, are knoAvn

for their high quality and excellence. In politics Air. Barton is

a Democrat. He has served the toAvnship four years as chair-

man, and one year as treasurer of the board. He is noAV serving

as president of the Aullage council. Air. Barton has joined the

Sons of the American Eevolution, and he also belongs to Schiller

GroA'c Lodge, No. 3, Order of Druids, of St. PaA;l. He Avas mar-
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ried in 1876 to Ida B. Hubbard, of Red Y^ing, who died in 1899.

Tiiey had a family of seven children—Helen IMae married John
J. Todd, Alfred is deceased, Percy was drowned in 1891, Ida B.

is employed in the office of St. Paul Dispatch, one died in

infancy, Jesse is emjdoyed at the Swift Packing Co., and Ruth
F. attends tlie Soidh St. Paul high school. In 1906 Mr. Barton

married Elizabeth M. Dresser, at Santa Cruz, Cal., daughter of

Horace and Elizabeth. J. (Johnson) Dresser, natives of New Y"ork

and Vermont. Tlie father died in 1901 and the mother is still

living.

George S. Day is a native of Dakota county, having first seen

the light of day in Hampton township December 6, 1869, son of

M. H. and Isabelle Day, natives of lYashington, D. C., and
Canada. The father Avas a farmer and Aveut to Ohio, Avhere he

remained a tinu' and sid)sequently moved to Minnesota Avhere he

located at Hastings. In 1856 he returned to Ohio and remained

one year, aft(.u' Avluch he again came back to IMinnesota and Avas

employed as engineer on a steamboat plying the Mississippi river

betAveen St. Paul and St. Louis. He soon tired of this life, hoAV-

ever, and purehasetl 160 acres of land in Hampton toAvnship,

Avhere he l)uilt a home and conducted farming operations and

stock raising until 1899, Avhen he retired from the farm and
moved to St. Paul, Avhere he still resides. The mother diet! June,

1908. George received his education in the Hampton public

schools, after Avhich he Avorked at home on the farm until April

1, 1898, Avhen he engaged in farming for himself on a farm of

120 acres in Castle Rock tOAvnship Avhieh he rented for one year,

after Avhich he bought it and improved the place, erected ncAV

biuldings and built a nice home. In 1909 he erected a fine mod-

ern stock l)arn, inachine house and grainery. He carries on

general farming and raises fine stock. In addition to conducting

liis OAAUi farm he i-ents eighty acres. He Avas married IMarch 25,

1893, to Annie S. Freeman, daughter of AYilliam and Alary Rouse

Freeman, natives of Ncav York and Alinnesota, respectiAudy. The

father came AYest Avhen a boy and located in AAuseonsin, and

later came to Alinnesota, l)ut after a time he sold out and located

in California. Air. and Airs. Day have been blessed Avith six

children-—Bernice E., Avho attends the high school at Northfield;

Ruth A., Leslie IL, Paul F., Donald G., and Beth A. Air. Day has

sei’Amd as toAvn supervisor for the past eight years, and is also

clerk of school district No. 67. He is a stockholder in the North-

field Telephone Co., and also a. stockholder in the Co-OperatHe

store at Randolph, of Avhich he is also a director. In his political

belief he is a Democrat, and fraternally he associates Avith the

I. 0. 0. F. and the Alodern AAmodmen. The family attends the

Episcopal church.
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F. J. Grove was born on the homestead in Castle Koek, where

he now resides, Aiig'ust 23, 1869, son of Jerome and Siviala

(Smith) Grove, natives of New York state. The father was a

farmer and in 1862 came to Minnesota, Avhere he bought 160

acres of land in Castle Koek township and carried on a general

line of farming until his death in 1874. The mother is still living

at Farmington. F. J. Grove received a common school education

and after leaving school worked at home on the farm. In 1895

he bought the liomestead, made many improvements and has

since conducted a general line of farming, raising Shorthorn

cattle and Norman horses with considerable success. He was

united in marriage March 15, 1894, to Blanche Sheffield, daugh-

ter of James and iMarion (Ballard) Sheffield, natives of New
York state who came to Minnesota in the early days and engaged

in farming in Castle Rock township. After the mother's death

the father removed to Michigan. To Mr. and Jlrs. Grove have

been born five children—Gretchen, Evelyn, Beryl, Glen and

Verne. In politics Mr. Grove is a Democrat. Fraternally he is

associated with the iModern AVoodmen and Alodern AA'orkmen.

In 1903 he was elected su[)ervisor of the townshij), and is also

clerk of school ilistrict 54. He is a stockholder in the creamery

at Farmington.

Joseph S. Neil Avas born in Alaine, Octolier 18, 1832, son of

Andrew and Sarah (Barker) Neil, natiAms of NeAV Hampshire,

AA'here the father folloAved farming all his life, tlying in 1883,

aged eighty-seAmn years. Joseph received his edircation in the

public schools of his native state, and attended an academy tAvo

terms, after Avhich he became a clerk in a store Avhere he re-

mained until 1854. At the age of tAventy-tAvo he migrated Avest

and located in AlinneaiAolis, AAdrere he secured employment Avith a

lumber firm, and also Avorked for farmers. He subsequently

Avent to AIcLeod county, Avhere he made a pre-emption of 160

acres of land, Avhich he immediately set to Avork to clear and

improAm, l)uilding a home in Avliich he lived until 1862, Avhen he

Avas forced to leaA^e everything on account of the Indians. He
enlisted in the aiany and served one year at AVoodlake and Birch

Coulee. He then located at Alinneapolis, AAdiere he remained for

one year, and subsequently Avent to Northfield, AAdiere he secured

the position of salesman for the lumber firm of Stent & Alartin,

in Avhose services he remained fifteen years. He Avas then ap-

pointed street commissioner at Northfield, and serA'ed for a

number of years, after Avhich he engaged in doing team Avork

for a time. In 1888 he purchased 240 acres of land and has since

conducted general farming and stock raising on a large scale.

He Avas married in 1861 to Isabel Nash, daughter of Elisha Nash,

a native of Alaine, aaJio came to AIcLeod county and settled in
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Oleiicoe, where he followed his trade of carpenter and farmer.

Mr. and Mrs. Neil had one son, A. A., who lives in Mexico, where
he is president of a large cracker factory. Isabel Neil died in

1874, and in March, 1876, Mr. Neil married Nancy J. Sayre,

daughter of John and Harriet (Dilley) Sayre, natives of Ohio.

To this union three children were born—Edwin R., who lives at

home
;
Dora, who teaches school at Harmony, Minn., and is a

graduate of Carlton College, Northlield, and Fred T., who lives

at home. Mr. Neil is a good citizen and has made all by hard

Avork and careful management. He has served as town super-

visor for several terms, and is a member of the school board of

district 56. He is also a stockholder in the telephone company.

In politics he is a Republican, and in religion. Baptist.

Charles B. Crandall, of Castle Rock township, was born in

Burnside tOAAUiship, Goodhue county, Minnesota, July 6, 1866,

sou of J. S. and Cinderella (Green) Crandall, uatUes of New
York state, Avhere the father carried on farming until 1858, Avhen

they came "West, settled in Goodhue county, Minnesota, and pur-

chased a farm in Burnside township consisting of eighty acres,

on Avhieh he conducted general farming. At the outbreak of the

Civil AYar Air. Crandall enlisted and Avas stationed at Chatta-

lAOOga, Tenn., serving in all the battles of his regiment. At the

close of the Avar he i-eturned home, took up farming again, and

remained until 1894, Avhen he retired and moved to Red AYing.

He died in January, 1899, but his Avife is still living at Red AViiig.

Charh-s B. received his education in the district school of Burn-

side, and after leaving school went to South Dakota and pur-

chased a farm of 160 acres, Avhere he remained until 1893, after

Avhi( h he sold this farm and returned to the home farm in Burn-

side, Avhich he purchased from his father, carrying on general

farming and stock raising, and making a specialty of raising

Percheron horses. In 1904 he entered into partnership Avith AYil-

liam Danforth, formerly of Red AA^iug, and bought the large

stock farm of 500 acres in Castle Rock tOAvnship, knoAvn as the

Alaple Point farm, formerly OAvned by Leonard Johnson. Avho

imported and raised Pei’cheron horses. Alessrs. Crandall and

Danforth carry on the business on a much larger scale and have

inaugurated many improvements on the farm, making it one of

the largest of its kind in the state. They noAV have over sixty

head of horses of piire bred stock. Air. Crandall Avas married

October 24, 1894, to Anna AI. Tripp, daughter of Alerritt and

Abbie (Perkins) Tripp, the former a native of Ncav York and

the latter of Alaine. The father came to Alinuesota and located

at Trout Brook, Goodhue county, Avhere he rented a farm for

a time, after Avhich he purchased a farm in Featherstone, consist-

ing of 160 acres, and conducted farming operations until 1901,
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when he retired from the strenuous farm life and moved to Red
AYing, where he and his wife are still living. To Air. and Airs.

Crandall have been born three sons—Lloyd C., Bernard B., and

Lyle Alerritt, who are at home. In political views Air. Crandall

is a Republican, and Avhile a resident of Burnside township

served on the school board as chairman for six years. He is a

member of the Alodern AAYodmen.

D. J. Childs, of Castle Rock township, was born on the old

homestead where he still resides, April 10, 1861, son of Temple

C. and Cornelia AI. (Hastings) Childs, natives of Franklin

county. New York, who in 1815 migrated Avest and located in

Illinois, AAdiere Air. Childs Avorked on a farm in the summer and

taught school in the Avinter. Tavo years later they moA^ed to

Eagle Harbor, Alich., Avhere he conducted a saAV mill under con-

tract and had charge of the surface Avork for a mining company,

remaining there until 1856, after AAdiieh he came to Alinnesota

and settled in Hastings, Avhere he secured employment doing-

general farming for one year. He also pre-empted a claim in

Kenyon toAvnship, Goodhue county, Avhich he sold in 1857 and

purchased 160 acres in Castle Rock toAvnship, later adding

another eighty acres. He improA-ed the farm and brought it to

a high state of cultiAmtion, carrying on general farming until the

time of his death, February 17, 1895. His Avife passed aAvay

tAveUe years later, January 19, 1907. D. J. Childs received his

education in the public schools of Castle Rock, in district No.

67, and after his school days Avere over, he Avorked on the home
farm until the death of his father, since Avhen he has taken entire

charge, carrying on a general line of farming. Air. Childs is

an independent Amter, has held his present office of assessor since

1903, and has been a member of the toAvn board of supervisors

for a number of years. He is a stockholder in the Northfield

Telephone Company and the Dakota County Co-Operative Com-
pany. Air. Childs Avas married November 20, 1889, to Effie Fish,

daughter of David and Caroline (Brimehall) Fish, natives of

Alassachusetts, Avho came Avest in 1855 and pre-empted land four

miles from St. Paul on Avhat is noAv the StilLvater road. Here
the father conducted general farming up to the time of his death

in 1875, the mother liaAung passed aAvay fiAm years preA-ious. D.

J. and Effie Childs Avere blessed Avith one daughter, Alira. Airs.

Childs died in 1892, and September 29, 1897, Air. Childs married
Bertha Bodger, daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Chapman)
Bodger, natHes of England, Avhp came to America in 1852 and
located in Brooklyn, N. Y., Avhere Air. Bodger took up his trade

of carpenter until in 1866, Avhen they migrated Avest to Alinne-

sota to seek a home in the neAV country, and located in AVater-

ford toAAmship, Avhere he continued to Avork at his trade and also
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eondueted a small farm. The father died IMay 19, 1906, and the

mother followed her husl)aud to the grave the following year,

Fehrnary 25, 1907. To D. J. and Bertha Childs were born three

children—Ralph G., T. Clitford, and Allen J., who live at home.

IMr. Childs is a member of the Modem AVoodmeu, the Samaritans,

and the 1. O. 0. F., No. 50, of Northfiehl. The family attend the

Congregational chnreh.

Herman Llewellyn Stevens was born on the homestead in

CAnstle Rock townsliip Augnst 18, 1866, and received his educa-

tion in the publie schools, after Avhich he worked on the farm

with Ins father until in 1890, when he engaged in farming for

himself in the same township, having ])urchased 120 aci'es of

land, on which he conducts general fai'ining and stock raising,

as well as dairying on an extensive scale. He has also found

time to serve the township as a member of the board of super-

A’isors for a number of years, and is now serving his second term

as chairman. In his political views he is a Republican, and is a

member of Custer Lodge, No. 46, A. O. U. AV. Air. Stevens was

married October 27, 1891, to Flora Angstman, daughter of Peter

and Catherina (Hyde) Angstman, natives of NeAV A^ork state,

who subsequently came to Alinnesota in 1866 and settled in Scott

coiiidy, where they engaged in farming. The father, dietl April

2, 1899, but the mother is still living. Air. and Airs. Stevens

have hve children—Ruth, George R., James D., Alaria, and Helen.

The family attend the Alethodist church. Barney Stevens, father

of IT. L. Stevens, Avas born in New York state November 24, 1833,

and is one of the pioneers of Dakota county, coming in 1854 from

AVisconsin Avhere he migrated in 1851. He settled in Castle Rock

toAvnship and took up farming, breaking the land and endured

all the hardship of the early days, Avhen no conA^eniences Avere

to be had, and most of the Avork Avas done by hand. He Avas

married April 12, 1857, to Alartha J. Stoddard, of Ncav A"ork state,

and they Avere blessed Avith eleven children, eight of Avhom are

living—AATlliam A. is married and IHes at Castle Rock, II. L. is

the subject of this sketch, Alinnie AI. liA^es at home, Clara A.

mai-ried AA'illiam Doner and lives at St. Paul, Grace AI. is a

trained nurse of Santa Barbara, Calif., Alyron L. lives at Castle

Rock, Laura Belle conducts a millinery establishment at Lake

City, Charles S. is a physician of Alobridge, S. D., Avas a graduate

of the State University and took a coAirse later at the City PIos-

jAital of St. Paul. Air. Stevens aa^s a member of Canby Post,

No. 47, G. A. R., having enlisted August, 1862, in Company P,

Eighth Alinnesota Volunteer Infantry, and serA^ed Avith Amlor

until the close of the Avar. He Avas honorably discharged July,

1865, Avhen he returned home and took up his Avork on the farm

until his death, January 12, 1899. He Avas a man of sterling
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qualities, Avas held in high esteem by his friends and neighbors,

and occupied several positions of trust in the community.

William Perry Avas born in Dakota county, Hampton toAvn-

ship, August 4, 1869, son of George and Mary Ellen (Fogg)

Pei'ry, natives of Maine, AAdiere they Avere farmers. In March,

1869, they migrated "West, came to Minnesota and settled in

Hampton tOAAmship, AAdiere they bought a farm of eighty acres

and lived for three years, after AAdiich they Avent to Eed T\"ood

county and engaged in farming, having purchased a farm of 160

acres. They stayed there three years, then moAnd back to

Dakota county and bought an eighty acre farm in Castle Rock,

to Avhich Avas added another eighty in 1885. Here they carried

on general farming. The mother died in August, 1886, and in

1900 the father retired from the farm. AVilliam receHed his

education in the common schools of Castle Rock tOAvnship, and

aftei’Avard took uja farming, Avhieli he has since continued. He
bought a farm of eighty acres in 1891 and seven years later pur-

chased eighty acres more. In addition he rents 160 acres, carry-

ing on general farming Avith much success. He also raises stock

and does dairying to some extent. June 28. 1898, he Avas married

to Phoebe Falls, daughter of John and Mary Falls, natives of

Ontario. John Falls folloA\md his occupation of carpenter, and

died in 1904. His Avife passed aAvay in 1896. To Mr. and Mrs.

Perry hav'e lieen born three children—Nina L., Lydia A. Della,

anti George MTlliam. Mr. Perry is independent in his political

vieAvs. George Perry, father of AYilliam Perry, Avas a Auderan of

the Civil AYar, having enlisted from (Maine in Company F, Nine-

teenth Maine A^olunteer Infantry.

Robert Carmichael Avas born in Clinton, Mass., NoAmmber 6,

1854, son of Neil and Agnes (Orr ) Carmichael. natiA^es of Scot-

land, Avhere they Avere married. The father Avas a landscape

gardener, and in 1842 came Avith his family to this country,

AAdiere he secured contracts for laying out and lieautifying laAvns,

cemeteries, etc., and set out many of the trees and shrubbery

on Boston Common, also laid out laAvns in NeAvton, (Mass. He
Avent Avith his brother, Robert, to Kentucky and laid out the

cemeteries at Frankfort and LouisAulle, afteiuvard going to Cali-

fornia, AAdiere he laid out the estate of GoA^eruor BiLlAvell, in the

Sacramento Amlley in 1853. He set out many peach and pear

trees and planted almost the first grape in the Amlley. In 1867

he came to (Minnesota and settled in Castle Rock, AAdiere he

OAAmed 160 acres of prairie land. This he improA'ed and erected

a home and barns, and carried on general cultivation until his

death in 1871. The mother is still liAuiig on the farm. There

Avere eight children in the Carmichael home—Agnes, Avho gradu-

ated from Carleton College, is dead
;
Belle, also a graduate of the
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same college, is dead; as are AVilliam, James, IMaleolm, Charles

and AValter; Robert is the subject of this sketch, and received

his edncation in the schools of IMassachusetts and Alinnesota.

Upon the death of his father, he took charge of the farm and has

since continued to conduct the place, except for one year, 1882,

which h(‘ spent in the Red River valley; hut after a short time

returned home and purchased the homestead, and has carried

on a general line of farming and stock raising. He has added

another 160 acres to the original farm and has made a great

many improvements on the place. The farm name is Highland

Farm. Alay 18, 1881, he Avas married to Sarah L. Daniels, daugh-

ter of George and Celestial (Slocum) Daniels, natives of New
York, Avho came to Alinnesota in 1856, and located in Sciota

townshij), pre-emj)ting a homestead, and engaged in farming.

Th(> fathei- died in 1883 and the mother folloAved hei- husband to

the grave in 1895. Air. and Airs. Carmichael have l)eeu blessed

Avith lour children—George N., avIio is married and lives in Alin-

neapolis
;
Agnes B., married to R. II. Biidd, a tiuin dispatcher at

Sta})les; Laura L. and Ruth, Avho live at St. Paul. Air. Car-

michael Avas the first su})erintendent of the State Insane Asylum

at Hastings, served as assessor of the toAviishi]) for sixteen years,

and Avas ti’easurer of the school board for a number of years. He
is one of the stockholders in the Star Telephone Co. In his

political AneAvs he is a Democrat, and in religion a Presbyterian.

Herman G. Otte, of Castle Rock toAvnship, Avas horn in Hamp-
ton tOAvnship September 7, 1862, son of Ileiu’y E. and Caroline

(Bunse) Otte, natives of Germany, Avhere the father Avas a

farmer. He emigrated to the United States in 1858, and located

first in NeAv York, hut later decided to go AYest and seek a

home in the ncAV country. Consequently he came to Alinnesota

in 1859 and located in Hampton tOAvnship, Avhere he subsequently

purchased eighty acres of land, AAdiich he proceeded to break and

prepare for cidtivalion. He built a home and liarns, and added

to his farm until he had in all 280 acres, on Avhich he conducted

a general line of farming. The mother died in 1885, hut the

father is still living. Herman G. received his education in the

public schools of the tOAvnship, and after completing his studies

took up farming at home Avith his father until 1886, Avhen he pur-

chased eighty acres in Castle Rock toAvnship and engaged in

farming for himself. He remained on this farm until 1901, AAdien

he sold and purchased a larger farm, consisting of 200 acres, in

the same toAvnship, Avhere he conducts general farming and stock

raising on a large scale. Air. Otte is a member of the toAvn board,

and has serA^ed as chairman for tAvo years, as assessor six years,

and as clerk since 1901, still holding the latter office. He is a

Republican. Besides his farming interests, he is connected Avith
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several business enterprises. He is a stockholder and director of

the elevator at Hampton, the creamery at Farmington, the Star

Telephone Company and the Stanton Fire Insurance Company,

having served for the past eight years. Mr. Otte was married De-

cember 9, 1887, to Caroline Trout, daughter of Henry and Hannah
(Klause) Trout, natives of G-ermany and Ohio. The father was

a farmer, came to Minnesota in 1857, located at Castle Rock and

engaged in farming until his death in 1903. The mother passed

away in 1900. To IMr. and Mrs. Otte have been born four chil-

dren—Clarence (deceased), Lilia and Lilly (twins), the former

of whom died February 20, 1909, and Harold M. The family

faith is that of the Evangelical church.

Peter May Avas born in Germany, September 8, 1860, son of

Peter and Anna iMay. The father followed farming all his life

in his native country, and died in 1897, the mother dying in

1892. Peter May received his education in his native land, and

in 1882, at the age of tAventy-one years, emigrated to America to

seek a neAv home. He landed in New York, but did not remain

there, being bound for the Avest Avhere land Avas to be obtained.

He came to Hastings and settled after a short time in Ncav Trier,

and in 1887 secured eighty acres in Castle Rock toAvnship, Avhieh

he improAmd and upon Avhich he built a home, barn and grainery.

In 1895 he erected his present residence, and has added to his

land until he noAV has 510 acres in all, of AAdiich about 275 is

under cultiAmtion. On this large place he successfully carries

on a general line of farming on an extensive scale; also raises

fine stock and does some dairying. Mr. May has been tAvice mar-

rieci. His first Avife Avas Elizabeth Kuhn, daughter of George

and Katie Kuhn, by AAdrom he had eight children—George, Philip,

John, Nicholas, Andrew, Peter, Jr., Edward (deceased), and

Joseph, all of Avhom are at home. The mother of these children

died in 1903. Mr. )May is a Democrat and belongs to the Catholic

Church. He has served as treasurer of school district No. 80

for the past six years, is one of the directors of the Hampton
Elevator at Hampton and president of St. Lucas Union of Hamp-
ton, as well as one of the church trustees in Hampton.

MatheAV Frame is a natiAm of Scotland, where he first saAv

the light of day March 8, 1871, son of Thomas and Marion

(Cullen) Frame, also natHes of that country, who emigrated to

Canada in 1884 and took up farming. In 1892 they came to

Minnesota, purchased 160 acres of land in Castle Rock toAAmship

and carried on general farming, raising some stock. The father

died in 1893, the mother having passed aAvay in 1891. MatheAv

received his education in the common school of Scotland and

attended the Minnesota Agricultural School for a period of

three years, taking a course in practical farming. He bought a
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farm of 160 acres in Castle Rock in 1899 and lias since carried

on general fanning in an np-to-date manner with much success,

also raising stock. Through hanl work and thrift he has risen

to a position of independence and has made a success of A\diat-

cver he has undertaken. He is a memher of the Modern AYood-

men, Camp 4252, of Castle Rock, of which he is the treasurer.

He is independent in iiolitics, voting rather for the man whom
he thinks liest titted for office than for party. By his wife Ger-

trude, whom he married Jidy 4, 1896, he has one son, Tliomas

I loward.

T. H. Lintner was horn in Pennsylvania, Alarcli 16, 1853, son

of Jolin and Alartha Lintner, natives of Germany, who came to

America in 1848, locating in Pennsylvania, where the father

secured employment at various laliors until 1856, wdien they

removed to AVisconsin, Avhere they engaged in farming until

llieir deatli. T. II. Lintner received his education in the schools

of Wisconsin ami in 1873, after having worked for a time at

home on the farm, went to Nohles county, IMinn., and took up a

liomestead of 160 acres, which he proceeded to improve, erecting

suitable huildings, including a sulistantial home. He there car-

ried on general farming until 1882, when he went to St. Paul,

entered into business and remained three years, after which he

came to Castle Rock township and purchased his present farm,

wliich consists of 330 acres, on which he conducted general farm-

ing and stock raising on a large scale until he retired from

agricidtural life in 1907. He has been very successful and has

accpiired his possessions through hard Avork and thrift. Mr.

Lintner Avas united in marriage in December, 1874, to Hattie AI.

Scott, daughtei- of Samuel and Caroline Palmer, natiA'es of Ire-

lantl and AVisconsin, avIio folloAved farming all their lives. Mr.

and Mrs. Lintner have four children: Jolm S., Avho is in Mexico;

T. A., Avho conducts the farm; Alabel, aa4io marrietl Prank Phil-

lips and resides in AVashington; and AA^illiam, aa4io lives Avith

his parents. Air. Lintner is a good citizen and has taken a part

in the affairs of the community in Avhich he liAms. For the past

fourteen years he has been chairman of the hoard of super-

visors and is also a stoekli older and director of the creamery at

Farmington. AAdiile in Nohles county he held the office of tOA\m

treasurer and in addition to this has held school office. He
belongs to the Royal Arcanum and is a memher of the Presby-

terian Church. In his ]>olitical vicAA-s he is a Republican.

Benjamin Stout Hoff Avas born in Nbav Jersey, December 5,

1831, son of John C. and Alahala (Stout) Hoff, natives of that

state. The father Avas a commission merchant in AA^ashington

Alarket, Ncav A"ork City, and followed that business until Avithin

a feAV years of his death, Avhen he retired and spent the remain-
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tier of his days in New Jersey. Benjamin Stont Hoff received

his education in the public schools of New York and after tin-

ishing his schooling learned the trade of carpenter and joiner.

He afterward worked at this trade in both New Jersey and New
York until 1854, when he migrated west and located in Rock-

held, Wis., where he folloAved his trade. He removed to Fond

dn Lac county, AVisconsin, in 1855, remained a year, and subse-

tpiently Aveut to Fairheld. Four years later he came to Minne-

sota and located in Castle Rock, AA’here he made a purchase of

105 acres of land, Avhich he has rented for the greater part of the

time, deA'oting his OAvn attention to his trade. During his career

he has erected a great many of the buildings in and around

Castle Rock. In 1907 he retired from active life and he and

his Avife still live on the farm. He Avas married, Decenil)er 25,

1856, to Adeline Glasgo, daughter of John and Julia Glasgo,

natives of Pennsylvania. The father died Avhen i\Irs. Hoff Avas

an infant. Tavo children liaA’e blessed the home of Mr. and i\Irs.

Hoff; i\Ierritt D., aaJio is in the manufacturing business in Minne-

apolis
;
and Annie M.. married to J. IMarsh, of Farmington. Mr.

Hoff is a A'eteran of the Civil AVar, having enlisted in the First

IMinnesota, Heavy Artillery, serving until mustered out at Nash-

Aulle in September, 1865. He is an independent voter, measuring

carefully the merit of platforms and candidates at each election.

Walter W. Strathem Avas born in Rockburgshire, Scotland,

February 21, 1832, son of William and Margaret (AYilson) Strat-

hem, natWes of Scotland. Avhere the father Avas a caretaker of a

large estate and Avhere the mother died. The father came to

America in 1857, and located in Rosemount toAvuship, Avhere he

homesteaded eighty acres of land. This he cleared and improved,

and carried on farming up to the time of his death. AValter

receiA'ed his education in the common schools of Scotland and

after leaAung school Avas emiiloyed as a shepherd and later took

up farming. In 1851 he came to America Avith his brother and

located in Elmira, N. Y., Avhere they obtaiueel employment in a

saAV mill, each being foreman of a tAveh^e-hour shift. In the

spring of 1853 they came to Alinnesota by lioat from Galena to

St. Paul and then by a tAvo-horse stage to St. Anthony. Avhere

they stopped for a short time. Then they continued on to

Rosemount toAvnship, Avhere AA'alter homesteaded 160 acres of

land. Here he built a log cabin and set to Avork to improA^e

his land for cultivation. Later he built a comfortable house,

barn and other outbuildings, increased his holdings until he noAV

has 450 acres, and carried on general farming and stock breeding.

He has noAv retired but still liA^es on the homestead. In 1862

he enlisted in the Eighth Alinnesota, Company F, and spent

thirty months at NeAV Ptlm, being mustered out Alay, 1865. He
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took part in all the battles of the Eighth Infantry campaign and
was badly wonnded in the battle of Cedar or Stone Kiver. In

klai-ch, I860, he was married to Mary Tracey, daughter of Luman
and Zuber (Ellerton) Tracey, natives of Pennsylvania, Avho came

Avest in 1855 and located in Hennepin county, klinnesota, near

Fort Snelling, Avhere they engaged in farming up to the time

of their death, kir. and klrs. Strathem have had nine children:

John L., Avho lives at home
;
'Walter, of Eosemount

;
Frederick P.,

of St. Peter, Achere he is a physician
;
Thomas, noAv of Oregon

;

Moses, a physician on the Iron Range
;
Roland, at home

;
May,

married L. Maltby, of Pine Bend
;
and tAvo children who died in

infancy, klr. Strathem Avas postmaster of Rich 'Valley for ten

years and resigned in 1907. lie has served as toAAui superAusor,

also treasurer of school district No, 20 for thirty-eight years,

being elected in 1871. He is a Mason of Dakota Lodge, No. 7,

and a member of the Minnesota Pioneers. In his polities he is

a Republican and the family attend the Methodist Episcopal

Church, kir. Strathem is a fine type of the early pioneer and

has taken his part in the progress of county and state. He has

many interesting stories to tell of life in Scotland, New York
state and klinnesota. The mill on Avhich he and his brother

Avorked in Ncav York state Avas a steam poAver mill and was

run night and day, Mr. Strathem being foreman on one shift

and his brother on the other, tAvelve hours each. The trip from

Galena to St. Paul Avas an eventful one and it is most interesting

to hear Mr. Strathem tell of the conditions of things in Minnesota

at that time.

G. H. and H. M. Sanders are the proprietors of the beautiful

Rockdale Farm in Castle Rock toAvnship, which consists of 480

acres of highly cultivated laud, on which they conduct general

farming and stock raising on a large scale, making a specialty

of breeding registered Percheron hoi’ses and Shorthorn cattle.

Of the latter they purchased a herd of ten in 1902 for their

foundation stock, selecting from the best families obtainable,

and noAv have a herd of over sixty, some of Avhich have been

shoAvn at the annual state fairs Avith good results and have found

a market throughout the state. H. M. is a good judge, as Avell

as a great lover of the Percherons and Shorthorns, and the

image of his eye is Avell noticeable in them paddocks. He also

admires the American trotter and has been successful in breeding

high-class drivers that have sold in Ncav York City for good

prices.

H. E. Sanders, father of G. H. and H. M., Avas born in Mil-

Avaukee, AVis. He Avas a mechanic and carpenter by trade and

Avorked at this in his younger days. He also served in the CiAul

AVar, enlisting from "Wisconsin in 1863. His first visit to Min-
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uesota was in 1866, when he purchased eighty acres in Castle

Eock township, now a portion of the present Eoekdale Farm.

Since then he and his sons have increased the original place

mi til now the farm comprises 180 acres. He died in 1891, but

the mother still lives on the homestead. Seven children blessed

the Sanders home : Lydia, married to Domanic Moes, a mer-

chant of Farmington, i\Iinu.
;
Gustave and Hermon, who live at

home
;
Kate, who married Conrad Kraft, of Castle Eock

;
Louise,

who lives at home; IMollie, married to Joseph Markman, of

Seiota township
;
and Edmund, who is a merchant of Le Sueur

Center, Minn., all born in Castle Eock township.

H. M. Sanders was born in 1872, and after receiving Ids edu-

cation in the public school took up carpentering and farming at

home with his father until he was twenty-one years of age, Avheu

he entered the employ of Fitch & Company, live stock commis-

sion merchants, Union Stock Yards, St. Paul, Minn., remain-

ing with them for several years, after which he was obliged to

return to the farm on account of the death of his father. 'With

his brother he took charge of the farm, making many improve-

ments, until they now have one of the finest fai’ms in the county.

For the past five years he ’has served as treasurer of school dis-

trict No. 80. He has also served on the town board for a

number of years and is now serving as treasurer of Castle Eock
township. The Sanders brothers are great believers in the

development of the county and state and their farm shows what

industry and intelligence can accomplish.

Ole Oleson, of Eandolph township, was born in Sweden,

November 21, 1835, son of Ole and Hanna Oleson. The mother

died in the old country but the father came to America in 1851

and took up government land in Vasa township, where he

remained, following general farming until his death, August 16,

1873. The subject of this sketch attended the schools in his

native country and came with his father to this country, remain-

ing with him four years, after which he worked for farmers for

the purpose of learning the English language. He then bought

forty acres in Vasa township, where he conducted farming opera-

tions until in 1872. In 1865 he enlisted in Company I, Heavy
Artillery, under Colonel Colvill, and served until the close of

the Avar, taking part in all the engagements of Colvill ’s cam-

paigns. He Avas honorably discharged in Tennessee and returned

to his farm in Vasa. In 1872 he sold and moA^ed to Eandolph

toAAmship, Avhere he bought a farm of 160 acres, on Avhich he

has since made his home, carrying on general farming, stock

raising and dairying, selling butter in Cannon Falls. All his

land is under cultiAmtion except tAventy acres, Avhich is pasture.

He has made all the improA^ements on the place and has a fine
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farm, up-to-date in every respect. In 1859 Mr. Oleson Avas mar-
ried to Hanna Oleson, daughter of Flawkiu Oleson and Hanna
Oleson, natives of SAveden, Avho came to this country in the early

days and settled in Red Wing, Avhere the father folloAAmd the

carpenter trade and AAdiere they both died. Mr. and Mrs. Oleson

have had eight children; Helen and Alice are dead; Evelyn
is at home on the farm

;
Alma is married to George Valentine,

a prominent farmer of this tOAvnship and son of David Valentine,

of Cannon Falls
;
Alfred helps at home on the farm

;
Karl is a

farmer of Cannon Falls toAvnship
;
Ferdinand is a carpenter of

St. Paul
;
Oscar is a teacher in Portland, Ore. Mr. Oleson has

given all his cliildi-en the advantage of a good education. He is

a Republican in polities and a member of the SAvedish Lutheran

chui'ch at Cannon Falls.

William McElrath Avas born at Portage Lake, near Kalamazoo,

Midi., January 27, 1866, sou of Bloomfield and Mary (Thomas)

McElrath, natiAms of PennsylA'ania and Illinois, respectiAfely. The

father eam^e to Illinois as a young man and engaged in farming

iintil he Avas tAventy-eight years of age, Avhen he Avent to AVis-

consin, remaining tAvo years, after AAdiich he Avent to Alichigan

farming three years. He then returned to AA'isconsin and sub-

seipiently came to Alinnesota and engaged in farming in Seiota

toAvnship. Four years later he moA'ed to ReiiAulle county and

took up a tree claim. After four years he Avent to Council Bluffs,

la., remaining three years, and then came back to Dakota county,

settling on a farm in Randolph tOAvnshij) until his death in 1891.

His Avife uoav Ra'cs Avith her daughter in Randolph village. They

had a family of seven children: Ida, Ambrose, Frank, EdAvard,

Nettie, Lorena and AVilliam, the subject of this sketch. AA^illiam

AIcElrath farmed in Randolph a number of years and also con-

ducted a farm in Stanton toAAuiship, Goodhue county, for one

year, from 1900-1901, after Avliieh he moved to Randolph vil-

lage, AAdiere he has since resided. For seven years he operated

the Sheffield eleAmtor at Randolph and Avas also postmaster for

four years. He oavus a farm in Billings county. North Dakota,

and also property in the Aullage of Randolph. Air. AIcElrath

A'otes the Republican ticket and for eight years Avas justice of

the peace. He has been recorder of the village since its incor-

poration. He belongs to the 1. 0. 0. F. and AI. AY. A. Air.

AIcElrath Avas tAvice married. His first AAufe Avas Daisy Alorrill,

daughter of David and Rosetta (Richmond) Alorrill, Avhom he

married in 1892, and liy Avhom he had one child, Benton AI. His

first Avife died and in 1900 he Avas married to Lillie Foster,

daughter of Chas. and Alice (Bullock) Foster, Avho Avere old

settlers of this county.
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Richard Morrill, the second settler of Randolph, was a native

of New Hampshire, as Avas also his Avife, ^lary J. Batchelor Morrill.

They located in Ohio in 1831 and for a tune conducted fanning

operations, after Avliich Richard Morrill Avas employed in the iron

mines for a period of eight years. He then resumed farming

and in 1854 came to Point Douglas, AYashington county, this

state, Avith a aucav to settling in this part of the country. During

the Avinter he purchased luml)er in St. Paul and erected a tem-

porary hut. Into this, in the spring, he niOAmd his family, and

in this they lived until fall, Avhen a frame house, 20x32 feet, Avas

erected. On one occasion tAvehm Sioux Indians came to the

Morrill homestead, Avhich Avas near the present Aullage of Ran-

dolph, and asked shelter for the night. This Avas granted. The

Sioux exhibited tAvo ChippeAva scalps Avhich they boasted of

having taken, hut Avere very respectful to their entertainers.

I\Ir. and Mrs. Alorrill remained on the farm until 1870, AAdien they

moved to Northfield, after Avhich they came back to the farm,

Avhere Airs. Alorrill died the same year. Air. Alorrill liA'ed to the

good old age of ninety-tAvo years and died at the home of his

son in 1898. They Avere the parents of seAmu children, of Avhoni

only tAA'o are living ; Alary, living at LeAviston, avIio married

Charles LeAAus, of Dakota county, noAv deceased; Richard B.,

the subject of folloAving sketch
;
Steven, DaAud, John, DaA'id, and

John H.

Richard B. Morrill, one of the pioneers of Dakota county, Avas

horn July 8, 1842, in Jo Daviess county, Illinois, son of Richard

and Alary J. (Batchelor) Alorrill, natives of Ncav Hampshire.

He received priA'ate instruction from his parents and practically

educated himself by reading and observation, remaining at home
until he had reached his tAventy-first year, Avhen he enlisted in

the JTiion Army, NoAmmher 1, 1863, in Company D of Brackett’s

Batallion, and served on the frontier in Aliunesota, Idaho and

Dakota. He Avas discharged in Alay, 1866, after Avliich he

resumed farming in Randolph tOAvuship, AAdiere he continued to

reside \mtil his retirement, Avhen he moAmd Avith his family to

the Aullage. He Avas married in 1861 to Sarah J. Poster, daughter

of Abram and Jane (Aliggs) Foster, natwes of England, aaJio

came to America in 1845 and located in Ncav York. In 1847

they Avent to Rock county, AA^isconsin, and settled in Beloit,

remaining until 1857, AAdien they came to Dakota county and

took up farming in Randolph toAvnship on a farm adjoining the

village. Eight children have blessed the home of Air. and Airs.

Alorrill : Alary E., Avho married AA". S. Dibble, of Hayfield. Alinn.,

superintendent of bridge building of the railroad
;
Hattie, aaJio

died in 1880
;
AA". H., avIio is a railroad man of Randolph

;
Charles

L., aaJio is a rural mail carrier of Randolph; Nettie, aaJio married
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AVilliaiii Barber, a farmer of Yellow Medicine county, Minnesota;

J ennie, avIio teaches in the high school of AVindoni, Minn.
;
J. E.,

who is employed with the Great AVestern Railroad and lives at

home
;
and Glen F., Avho is a telegraph operator at Alankato.

Air. Alorrill Avas for a time contractor for the railroad and also

conducted an elevator for a number of years. Fie is a Repub-

lican, has served the tOAvnship as assessor and chairman of the

board for several years and is uoav a member of the Aullage

council. He belongs to the Alasons at Cannon Falls and the

G. A. R. at Northtield, named for J. G. IlayAvood, a victim of the

Nortlitield robbery. In religion Air. Alorrill is a Alethodist.

L. R. Miller, of Randolph, Avas born in AVashingtou county,

AVisconsin, January 30, 1859, sou of Peter and Flanuah (Renzie-

liausen) Aliller, natives of Germany. They came to the United

States in 18F7 and settled about forty-five miles from Alihvaukee,

Avbere they Avere surrounded by the Indians, Avho Avhenever they

could stole all their supplies, so that at times they Avere com-

pelled to live on acorns and beech-nuts. They suffered all the

hardships of pioneer days and Avere obliged to go to AlilAvaukee

for supplies and ploAvshares. For the first feAV years ox teams

were used extensively for breaking land and Peter Aliller also

Aised his oxen for hauling emigrants and their stock of goods to

their farms. In 1884 he moved to Aliunesota and for a short

time conducted farming, but for the last few years has lived a

retired life. Ilis wife died December 30, 1905. L. R. Aliller

received his education in the public school, after Avhich he

farmed for a time and also taught school for one term. October

13, 1879, he Aveiit to Chicago and secured employment in an

Oak Park general store, Avhere he remained three years, then

went to Deerfield, 111., in 1882 and Avorked for tAvo years. July

24, 1884, he came to Randolph, Avhere he Avorked in the harvest

and also threshed. In the fall he taught school in district No.

59 and in the spring Avent into business under the firm name of

Aliller Brothers. The company erected a two-story building

and Avere practically ready to move in the stock Avhen it Avas

destroyed by a tornado, July 16, 1885. They immediately rebuilt

and conducted a Amry successful business until in 1904, Avhen

they sold the stock, still retaining the building. In connection

Avith the store they also operated a toAV-mill for five years. Dis-

aster again overtook them and the mill was destroyed September

16, 1904. Air. Aliller Avas postmaster in the village at that time

and used a small building Avhich he had erected for the post-

office. After three years, in 1907 he removed to the store, put

in a neAv stock and again engaged in the general merchandise

business, carrying groceries, liardAvare, implements etc. In this

business he still continues. Air. Aliller was married, Seiffember
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24, 1885, to Saraii E. Fritseli, at Deerfield, 111., daiigliter of David

aud Elizabeth (Knedler) Fritseli, old settlers of Illinois. Both

are now dead. To Mr. and IMrs. Miller have been born two

children: Celia G., who is a teacher of music and lives at

home, and Raymond, who attends high school at Cannon Falls’.

Mr. Miller is a Republican, has held the positions of town super-

visor and been the postmaster of the village for nineteen years.

At present he is treasurer of the village. He has been very

successful in business and owns land in Wisconsin. The family

faith is that of the Baptist Church.

John Legler was born in Washington county, W^isconsin, Au-

gust 19, 1861, son of John and Katherina (Schwendener) Legler,

natives of fSwitzerland, where the father was a carpenter. They

came to this country in 1816 and settled in Wisconsin, where

they took up a homestead of eighty acres of land. This they

broke and improved, built a home and outbuildings and con-

ducted general farming. The father died in 1866 and the mother

now lives with her daughter in AYaterford township. They had

seven children : Katherine married Chas. Engler. living at Ran-

dolph
;
Henry, a farmer, is married and lives in AA'aterford town-

ship
;
Lydia, married to August Hedtke, lives at Randolph; John

is the subject of this sketch; Annie, married to Chas. Hoffman,

lives at St. Paul
;
Hulda, married to Edward Peters, lives in

AA'aterford township
;
Bertha, married to Emil Aliller, also lives

in AYaterford township. John received his education in the com-

mon schools of the township and afterwards took up farming at

home until in 1890, when he came into possession of eighty acres

in Randolph township, where he built a home and other suitable

buildings and engaged in farming until 1890. He then sold his

farm, moved to Sciota township, purchased 185 acres and erected

a home and other buildings, making general improvements on

the place. He carries on general faianing, dairying and stock

raising, makes a specialty of Durham cattle and Norman horses

and has been very successful. He has also foiind time to take

part in the affairs of the township in which he lives, having serv'ed

as chairman of the board for nine years and also as treasurer and
clerk on the school board of district No. 68 for quite a period.

He is a Republican in politics. NoA^eniber 6, 1891, Air. Legler

was married to Alartha Peter, daughter of Philip and Caroline

(Schreiber) Peter, natives of Gennany, aaIio came to America
in 1850, locating first in NeAV Y"ork and subsequently going Avest,

AAdiere tliey took up a homestead near Alillersburg, Alinn., built

a home and engaged in farming until the death of the father in

1875, The mother died in 1903. Air. and Airs. Legler are the

parents of seA^en children : Leila E., Avho is studying music
;

Herbert J., Aleta R., A^erna C., Leroy F., Floretta E. and Delton
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J\ussell, living at home. The family attend the German Baptist

Churcli.

J. M. Jack, of Seiota townsliip, was born in Canada, December

13, ISbb, son of AV. B. and IMary II. Jack, natives of Canada, wlio

eaine to the United States in 1877 and located in Sciota township,

engaging in farming until 1893, when they moved to Northfield,

Minn., Avhere the.y norv reside. J. M. Jack received his early

education in the public schools and then attended the higli school

of Northlield, completing his studies Avith a short course at a

business college, after which he engaged in farming on 160 acres

in Sciota township, where he now resides and conducts general

farming, dairying and stock I'aising, making a specialty of thor-

oughbred IIolstein-Friesian cattle. He has made many improve-

ments on his farm in the last tifteen years and has installed all

modern machinery, such as silo and scales. Mr. Jack was mar-

ried, January 1, 1901, to Isabella Lorimer, daughter of Thomas
and Jane LaAV Lorimer, early settlers and farmers of Sciota

toAviishij). To IMr. and IMrs. Jack liaAm been born four children:

Percy, Adtlison J., Agnes J., and Margerite E. Mr. Jack is a

Kepul)lican, has served on the toAvn Imard and has been a member
of the school board since 1887. Fraternally he associates with

the A. 0. H AY., No. 11, of Northtield, the AI. AA^. A. of Stanton

and Social Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. AI., of Northfield and Fari-

bault Commandery, No. 8, Knights Templar, of Faribault. He
is one of the directors in the Stanton Fii’e Insurance Company,

treasuiau- of the Alinnesota State Dairymen’s Association, and

manager of the Stanton Creamery, which latter position he has

held tor elev'en years. Although a modest man, Air. Jack has

become known for his efforts to improve farming conditions in

Alinnesota. He believes that the dairying importance of the

state has yet to be realized and his efforts as secretary of the

State Association have been along the line of persuading the

farmers of the state to breed pure stock, to make the most of

the possibilities that the excellent grazing land and ready market

of the NortliAvest affords. He is a fine type of the modern dairy-

man and keeps Avell abreast of the times l)y reading all the

literature Avhich deals Avith his chosen line of Avork.

Peter Heinen Avas born in Germany, September 15, 1853, son

of Peter and Agnes (Schomers) Heinen, natives of that country.

They came to America in 1868, located at NeAV Trier, Dakota

county, and later purchased 160 acres of land in Atermillion toAvn-

ship, Avhere the father built a home and improved his land, car-

rying on general farming until his death, October 25, 1872, the

mother having i^assed aAvay the day before, October 21. They

had tAvo sons and one daughter ; Catherine, avIio died six months

before the parents; John, now of Oklahoma, where he is a mer-
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cliant and farmer; and Peter, the subject of this sketch. Peter

received his education largely in Germany, l)ut also attended

the schools of America a short time. He remained at home,

assisting his father until 1872, Avhen he learned the harness

trade with Edward Marschinke. In 1875 he came to Rosemount

village and started a harness business, which he has since con-

ducted. In 1900 he entered into the livery Imsiness, which he

now manages in connection with his other interests. July 3, 1876,

he was married to Veronica AVasser, daughter of AYilliam and

AValburga AA'asser, natives of Germany, Avho came to America

in 1851 and settled in Hastings, where the father died in 1869.

The mother is still living at the good old age of eighty-three

years. Air. and Airs. Heinen have had eight children : Alary A.,

married to AI. F. Leffingwell, of Austin, Alinn.
;
Peter (deceased)

;

and Bertha, Peter J., Aladeline, Joseph and Alargaret A., all of

whom are at home. Air. Heinen is a Democrat in polities and has

held several offices in the township. He has been justice of the

peace since 1908, marshal for the past twenty-five years, deputy

sheriff, director for school district No. 19 for nine years, leader of

the Rosemount Band for twenty years and leader of the choir

of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church for twenty-five years. He is a

member of the Independent Order of Foresters and the family

belongs to the Catholic Church.

Rev. Terence Moore, pastor of St. Joseph’s parish of Rose-

mount, was born in Ireland, July 20, 1869. His parents, John

and Rose (Lynch) Aloore, were natives of Ireland, Avhere the

father Avas engaged in the mercantile business. He died Alarch

25, 1908, but the mother still lives at the old home. Rca". Terence

Aloore began his studies for the priesthood at St. Alary’s College,

Alullingard, Ireland, then studied at St. Fenin Seminary and at

All HalloAvs College at Dublin. He Avas still too young to become

a priest and so came to America and spent eighteen months at the

Catholic University at AA^ashington, after Avhieh he Avas appointed

instructor of classics, history and English at St. Thomas College

at St. Paul, Alinn. He taught in this college for thirteen years

and in Alarch, 190J, Avas appointed by Archbishop Ireland to

take charge of St. Joseph’s parish at Rosemount, AAdiere he still

remains, succeeding Rev. Hugh AIcDeAutt. Since coming to this

parish Rev. Aloore has endeared himself to his people and has

made many improAmments. In 1906 the people of the parish

erected a modeim parsonage and barn. The parish numbers about

150 families. Tavo services are held on Sunday, at eight and

half-past ten. Religious instruction is giAmn to about eighty-

fiAm children. Tlie church supports seAmral societies. The

A. 0. H. has 160 members, the Daughters of the A. 0. H. has

ninety members. The other societies are the Rosary and Altar,
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Holy Name and the Cadets. Kev. Moore has two brothers who
are in the priesthood, Rev. John, pastor at Ponca, Neb., and Rev.

Thomas, assistant in a church in England.

Bernard O’Hara was born in i\Iendota, July 8, 1860, son of

Thomas and Ann (Nealan) O’Hara, natives of Ireland, where tlie

father was a farmer. They came to this country ]ii 1847, remain-

ing in New York and New Jersey until 1858. Then they came to

IMinnesota, wliere the father found employment in Mendota. In

18(i0 lie pre-empted land, consisting of 160 acres, in Eagan town-

shij). This he cleared and prepared for cultivation, built a

home and carried on farming until in 1867, when he sold and

rented a small farm of eighty acres in Rosemount township,

whicli he purchased in 1869. Here he built a home and carried

on general farming until he retired, leaving the management of

the farm to his son. Bernard attended the public school of

Rosemount township and worked as his father’s assistant on the

farm, in 1891 lie bought eighty acres of his own and now car-

ries on general farming and stock raising. He is one of a family

of four children: John, who manages the homestead; Sarah,

married to AVilliam Bernice, of North Dakota, and Catherine

(deceased). Mr. O'Hara has held the office of town supervisor,

is now chairman, and has also been clerk of district No. 88 for

tlie past two years. He is a director in the elevator at Coates.

He belongs to the A. 0. H., of which he is vice-president, and has

been a delegate to the state convention two different times. In

his politics he is a Democrat and he is a meml)er of tlie Catholic

Church.

John P. Gilman was born on the homestead where he now
lives, in Rosemount township, Jannary 31, 1866. His parents,

John and Helen M. (Stoddard) Gilman, were natives of New York

state, where the father was employed in his father’s foundry.

They came west in 1854, remaining two years in St. Paul, rvhere

the father was engaged in the foundry business in partnership

with his brothers, Frank and J. B. In 1856 he moved to Still-

water, where he followed the same line of business. In 1859 he

came to Dakota county with his father and brothers, Aloses B.

and J. B., and homesteaded 160 acres of land, remaining until

the fall of 1865. He then sold and bought 160 acres in Rose-

mount toAvnship, building a home, barn and other necessary build-

ings. In 1866 he purchased 160 acres more, carrying on a gen-

eral line of farming and stock raising. In 1899 he sold 160 acres

of the original farm and moved to Covina, Cal., where he now
owns an orange grove. The mother died in 1882. John P.

received his education in the public schools of the township and

studied one year at the high school of Farmington, also one year

at St. Cloud, completing his edircation Avith a business course in
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a Minueapolis business college. After finishing his studies he

took up Avork on the old homestead, AAdiere he has since remained,

carrying on farming and stock raising. December 19, 1888, he

AAuis married to Blanche Meeker, daughter of Martin and Florence

(Cornning) Meeker, natiA'es of NeAV York state, AAdio came to

Minnesota in 1868 and located in Farmington, AAdiere the father

became interested in the eleA’ator lousiness, buying and selling

grain. Later he became a commercial traveler and finally Avas

employed in the bank. The mother died January 17, 1897, and

the father April 1, 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Gilman Avere the parents

of six children, of Avhom three are living: Kalph, Florence and

Louise, all at home. Mr. Gilman has been justice of the peace

and also has served on the school board. In politics he is a

Kepublican. The family attend the Methodist EjAiscopal Church.

James F. Geraghty Avas born in Headford, county of Gahvay,

Ireland, July 26, 1866. His parents Avere Hubert and Margaret

(Keville) Geraghty, natiAms of Ireland, AAdiere the father Avas

engaged in the mercantile Imsiness, both dying in 1879. James

attended school in Ireland and after finishing his studies Avorked

in his father’s store. In 1885 he came to this country and located

at Rosemount, AAdiere heuvas employed Avith Geraghty & i\Iuroh-

ney until 1895. He then entered the general mercantile business

for himself under the firm name of Geraghty & Company, con^

tinning until 1900, Avhen J. J. Hynes became a partner and the

name Avas changed to Geraghty & Hjmes. They carry a full line

of goods and are also the agents for the Fire Insurance of St.

Paul, Fire Marine, NortliAvestern, National Fire Insurance of

Mihvaukee and Continental of Ncav YMrk. In addition they

maintain a banking department for the accommodation of the

people of Rosemount. Mr. Geraghty is a member of the iModern

"Woodmen, of AAdiich he is treasurer, the I. 0. F., of Avhich he is

secretary, the M. B. A., of Avhich he is treasurer, and also the

A. 0. H. In 1896 he Avas elected mayor of the village and served

for four years. He has also served as treasurer of school district

No. 19. June, 1896, i\Ir. Geraghty Avas married to Julia Gibbons,

daughter of Patrick and Ann (Ncav) Gibbons, the former of

AAdiom is a merchant. Mr. and IMrs. Geraghty haA’e four children

:

Hubert J., Elizabeth M., Helen i\I., and Julia.

William DoAvney Avas born on the homestead in Rosemount

tOAAmship, Dakota county, July 2, 1861, son of AYilliam and Mary
DoAAmey, natives of Ireland, AAdiere the father Avas a farmer. In

1818 they came to America, settled first in NeAA’ YMrk and later

in Collinsville, Conn., Avhere he Avas employed in the ax factory.

He also spent a Avinter in the Avoods of Vermont. In 1855 they

came to Minnesota and settled in Rosemount toAvnship. Here

he purchased eighty acres of timber land, Avhieh he prepared
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for eviltivatioii, a log house in which they lived and carried

on general fanning. The father died in April, 1880, and the

mother passed away in 1888. AVilliam received his education in

the common schools of the township and assisted his father with

the work on the farm. In 1888 he came in possession of the

homestead and eighty acres beside, and has since carried on a

general line of farming and stock raising, having 120 acres under

cultivation. Aj)]!! 1, 1909, he retired from active life and now
rents his farm. i\lr. Downey is one of a family of five children:

iMargaret lives at llosemount with the subject of this sketch;

IMary married John Kane, living at Spring Lake; Thomas lives

at Rosemount; and Jane married John Cahill, living at Rose-

mount. In politics Ur. Downey is a Democrat, but has never

sought any public office. lie is single, belongs to the Independent

Order of Foresters, and is a member of the St. Patrick’s Catholic

Church of Inver Grove.

Thomas Edward Devitt was born in Lowell, Mass., September

30, 18J2, son of Anthony Devitt and Sarah Muller, his wife,

natives of Ireland, where the father was a farmer. They came

to America in 1817 and located in Lowell, Mass., where they

engaged in hotel business for eight years. In 1855 they came

west to IMinnesota and purchased land in Eagan township, remain-

ing nine years, after Avhich they sold, moved to Lakeville town-

ship, bought 160 acres and e^igaged in farming. The father died

IMarch 13, 1865, and the mother in 1882. They had a family of

six cliildren, of Avhom three are living: Thomas, the subject of

this sketch; Mary, married to Michael Farrell, of Rosemount;

Sarah, mariled to Hugh Connelly, for nine years sheriff of Dakota

county
;
and Andrew, IMargaret and Anthony, deceased. Thomas

received his education in the public school of Eagan township

and Avorked on the farm. In 1870 he learned the carpenter’s

trade, Avhich he followed for twenty-one years. In 1893 he was

appointed postmaster at Rosemount, Minn., by GroAmr Cleve-

land, an office he has since held for seventeen years. May 1,

1907, Mr. DeAutt became the manager of the Star Telephone Com-

pany, a position he still holds in connection with his other duties.

He Avas married, February 26, 1878, to Ellen Hyland, daughter of

James and Julia (Eagan) Hyland, natives of Ireland. They came

to America in the early days, locating in Saratoga, AAdiere they

remained for seAmral years. In 1876 they came to Minnesota

and engaged in farming in Lakeville tOAvnship, Avhere they had

400 acres of land. Both are noAV deceased. IMr. and Mrs. Devitt

have had seven children, of Avhom four are living : Sarah, mar-

ried to John 0. Malloy, of Rose Creek, Minn., Avhere he is in the

employ of the C., M. & St. P. Railroad as telegraph operator

;

kladie, living at home, Avorking for her father as telephone
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operator in the Star Exchange; Kate, employed as clerk for

Geraghty & Hynes, of Kosemount
;
and Francis J., at home. Mr.

Devitt is a Democrat in his polities. He has served as town clerk

of Eosemount township for the past nineteen years and as justice

of the peace for two years. In 1890 he was elected president of

the village council and served for four years. He is a member
of the Territorial Pioneers of Minnesota, the A. 0. H., of Avhich

he is treasurer, and the Independent Order of Foresters. The

family faitli is that of the Catholic Church.

Michael J. Hynes was horn in Eosemount township, i\Iay 23,

1875, son of Michael and Sabina (Dixon) Hynes, natives of Ire-

land, Avhere the father kept a hotel. They came to America and

took up a homestead in Eosemount township of 160 acres, where

the father carried on general farming. They built a home and

lived here until 1867, when they retired from farming and moved
with the family to St. Paul and entered the dray and transfer

business, the father driving the tirst fire engine in the city. In

1871 they returned to Eosemount and engaged in the hotel busi-

ness, Avhieh they conducted very sirecessfully for several years.

The father died September 21, 1896. The mother is still living.

jMichael received his education in tlie district school of Eose-

mouut tOAvnship and supplemented this Avith a three years’ course

at St. Tliomas College, of St. Paul, completing his education Avith

a thorough business course at the Curtiss Business College of St.

Paul. After the death of his father he took charge of the busi-

ness, Avliich he has since continued Avith much success. He Avas

married, June 27, 1906, to Eose E. Stroiig, daughter of Michael

and xVnnie Strong, natives of Germany, Avhere the father Avas a

machinist by trade. They came to this country and Avent to St.

Paul, Avhere they remained until ISSJ. Then moved to Farm-

ington, Minn., Avhere they have since resided, the father folloAving

his trade. To Mr. and Mrs. Hynes one child has been born,

Mary Cecilia. Mr. Hynes is a man Avho takes an actiA^e interest

in the affairs of the eommunitj^ in Avhieh he liA^es. * For seven

years he served as mayor of the village, being elected in 1899.

His father Avas one of the organizers of the council and also serA^ed

as mayor and on the school board. Mr. Hynes has interests in

the Star Telephone Company and is auditor of the board. He
belongs to the A. 0. H., of A\diicli he is state chairman, the I. 0. F.,

and the Eagles. He is a Democrat in his political vieAvs and a

member of the Catholic Church.

Spreckle}'' Underwood Avas born in North Hamptonshire, Eng-

land, April 10, 1827, son of Benjamin and Susan UnderAvood,

natiA^es of England, Avhere the father Avas a shepherd, Avhich he

folloAved up to the time of his death in 1861. The motJier died in

1864. Spreekley UnderAvood received his education in the public
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schools of England, and after leaving school learned the baker’s

trade, which he followed for twenty-five years. October 8, 1866,

lie came with his family to this country and located in Rosemount
township, where they lived for one year, after which he rented

eighty acres of land. Two years later they purchased the land

and built a home and other buildings, carrying on general farming

until they I'etired in 190-1. The farm is now rented. iMr. Under-

wood was married, iMarch 30, 1853, in England, to Ann Campion,

daughter of Thomas and Elizalieth (Kave) Campion, natives of

England. The father was a shoemaker, Avhich he followed until

his death. i\lrs. Underwood died in 1904. ]\Ir. and i\rrs. Under-

Avood Avei'c the iiai’ents of three children, of Avhom Iavo are living

:

Sarah, lives at home; Thomas, died in Washington in 1908; and

Elizabeth C., married Ilomer N. Morris in 1900. ]\Ir. UnderAvood

is a Kepuhlican in politics. The family church is the Episcopalian.

Homer N. Morris, farmer of Rosemount toAvnship, Avas horn in

Clen Falls, N. Y"^., Noveml)er 20, 1866, son of Joseph and Josephine

(N(dson) Morris, natiAu^s of Ohio and New York state. The father

died in 1869, hut the mother is still living at Glen Palls. Homer
received his education in the Sandy Hill public schools and after-

ward attended the Troy Conference Academy at Poultney, Vt.,

for tAvo terms. After finishing his studies he took up farming,

in 1889 came Avest to AVisconsin, and later to St. Paul. Tn 1893

he came to Rosemount toAvnship and has since successfully con-

ducted general farming. In 1900 he Avas married to Elizabeth

C. UnderAvood. Since 190)1 Afi-. ATorris has managed the Under-

Avood farm, which he still continues to operate. Earlier in life he

Avas in the military service for three years, serving in the Eighth

Cavalry, C Troop, stationed at Fort Alead, S. D. Air. Alorris

is a Preshyteriaji in religious affiliation and in politics he is a

Republican.

Jeremiah Murnane, a prosperous farmer of Rosemount town-

.ship, Avas horn in the homestead Avhere he noAV resides, April

15, 1867, son of Jeremiah and Alary (Casey) Alurnane, natives

of Ireland, avIio came to America in 1859, and lived in the

east for a short time, after Avhieh they came Avest and lived in

St. Paul. Later they moved to Rosemount toAvnship and took

up a homestead of 160 acres. Here the father built a log house

and set to Avork to clear and improve his land for cndtivation.

After a time he built another log hoiAse, Avhieh Avas replaced in

1904 by the son Avith a modern home. The father carried on

general farming until his death in July, 1897, the mother having

passed away in 1891. Jeremiah received a common school edu-

cation, after which he worked on the home farm and in 1891

bought 215 acres in Rosemount toAvnship in addition to the eighty

acres of the old homstead, Avhere he has since continued to carry
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on general diversified fanning, also raising horses and sheep.

After his father’s death he improved the old farm in many ways,

building a modern home, a barn and other outbuildings. There

were seven children in the IMurnane home : James lives at Kose-

mount; Michael, Patrick, Mary, Kate and Jeremiah, the subject

of this sketch, all live in Kosemount
;
Bridget married George

Wise, of Empire. Mr. Murnane is a member of the Modern Wood-
men. In polities he is a Democrat, and belongs to the Catholic

Church.

J. J. Hynes, grain and hay merchant, was born in Burnesville

township, January 29, 1870, son of Patrick and Bridget Killelea

Hynes, natives of Ireland, who came to America in 1817 and

located in Illinois, remaining a short time. Subsequently they

came to Burnsville, Minn., in 1854, and later went to Eosemount,

where they purchased eighty acres of land. With this beginning

they built a house, improved and broke land, and carried on

general farming, adding to their i^ossessions until they owned

I,400 acres of land. The father died in January, 1901, but the

mother still resides on the homestead in Empire township. J. J.

Hynes was educated in the public schools of Empire and finished

Avith a three years’ course at a AYinona commercial college. After

his school life Avas ended he took up clerking in a general store

of Eosemount, OAvned by J. C. Geraghty, Avhere he remained for

seAmn years as clerk, after AAdiich he entered into partnership

under the firm name of Geraghty & Hynes. In 1905 he engaged

in the grain business and bought the eleAmtor at Eosemount of

J. C. Geraghty. He also has an elevator at Lakeville, Avhich he

manages in connection Avith his other business, and buys hay,

straAv and produce. October 25, 1898, he Avas married to Sarah

Farrell, daughter of Alichael and Mary (DeAutt) Farrell, aaJio

Avere natives, respectively, of Ireland and Clinton, Mass. They

came Avest to Minnesota and located at Eosemount, Avhere the

father died April 11, 1905. The mother still liA-es at Eosemount.

Mr. Hynes is a member of the A. 0. II. and I. 0. F., in AAdiich

organizations he has held offices; also of the IModern AAModmen.

He is a Democrat in politics, has held the office of toAim treasurer

and has also served on the Aullage council for the past fifteen

years. The family attends the Eoman Catholic Church. Michael

Farrell, father of Mrs. J. J. Hynes, Avas born in Ireland, came

to America Avith his parents at the age of seAmn and lived in

Paterson, N. .J., until the age of sixteen, AAdieu the family moA'ed

to Minnesota and purchased a farm in the toAvn of Lebanon,

lie Avas married in 1871 to Alary A. Devitt, born in Clinton,

Alass.

Charles S. Bradford Avas born on the homestead in section

24, Empire toAvnship, Aidiere he noAv resides, Alareh 22, 1877, son
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of A. S. ami Memotoria A. (Coolidge) Bradford, natives of

iMaine. They migrated to iMinnesota in 1861, and bought a

farm in Empire township wliere they engaged in general agri-

culture for the I'eraainder of their lives. The father died in

1896, and the mother is now living on the homestead, at the

age of seventy-five years. They had a family of four children:

Belle 51., Grace at home, Algie (deceased), and Charles 8., the

sid)ject of this sketch. Charles has always remained at home
and now conducts the faiau, which eonsi.sts of 320 acres, all under

cullivation. He carries on general farming, dairying and stock

raisiiig, and disposes of his cream to the Farmington creamery,

of which he is one of the stockholders. All the improvements on

the farm have been made by the family, and he has a large house

and barns, being considered very successful in his management
of the place. His father was a memhei’ of the legislature one

tei’iii. 5Ir. Bradford is Re])uhliean in politics and belongs to

the 5Iasonic and I. 0. F. fi-aternities of Farmington.

G. S. Balch, of Empire toAvnshij), was born in New Hamp-
shire', in 1851, son of D. S. and Doretiiea (AAdiittier) Balch, na-

tives of New Hampshire, who came to Alinnesota in 1855 and

settled in St. Anthony, now 5Iinneai:)olis, where the father was
engaged in the lumber business, which he continued for five

years. In 1860 he came to Empire township and began farming,

but later sold his farm to the county for the county poor farm.

At one time he owned as much as 560 aci'es of land, all of which

Avas in one toAvnship. In 1870 he began construction work for

the railroad, and moved to Alinneapolis Avhere he remained until

his death in 1888. Thert* Avere eleven children in the Balch home,

all of Avhom are living except three. G. S. Balch receHed his

education in the common schools of his neighborhood and also

attended the high school at Northfield. He afterAvard took up

farming, and in 1881 came to his present place, Avhere he noAV

has 240 acres, of AAdiich about 160 are under cultivation. Here

he carries on general farming, and raises trotting horses, Short-

horn cattle and Poland China hogs. He has made extensHe im-

provements on the place, luiAung a Avell-kept farm and a coin-

foi'table house. He Avas married to EYnnie Parker, native of

NeAV Hampshii'e, in 1881, and one boy blessed this union, George

E., now Avith the Gas and Electric Light and PoAver Company,

at Red AA^ing. 5Ir. Balch is a RepAd)lican, but on tOAvnship and

county affairs he Amtes independently. At present he is chair-

man of the board of supervisors, Avhich office he has held for the

past eighteen years, and also has been a member of the school

board for a considerable period. He is president of the Farm-

ington CobperatiAm Creamery Company. Fraternally he affili-
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ates Avith the A. 0. U. AV. at Farmington, and attends the Pres-

liyterian Church at Farmington.

William H. Wescott, of Eagan toAvnship, was iiorn on tlie fam-

ily homestead, April 5, 1870. He receiA'ed his education in the

public schools of Iuauu- GroAm, and after finishing his studies took

up farming. In 1883 he AAmnt to St. Paul and enteretl the employ

of the AIcKibbin Hat and Cap Company. After tAA'o years he

came back to the farm and in 1899 took full charge, lie iioaa'

carries on general farming and stock raising, and also sells pro-

duce and grain. He cultiAmtes about eighty acres, in 1906 Air.

AVeseott AA'as elected representatiAU^ to the state legislature, and

is noAA' serAung his second term. He has also held seAmral minor

offices in the toAAUi.ship, haAung serA'ed as assessor for nine years,

clerk for a short AAdiile, and as a member of the school board. In

his politics he is a Kepublican. He affiliates AAuth the AI. B. A.,

and belongs to the Alethodist Episcopal Church. Ills parents,

James and Alary E. Atkinson AA'escott, AAmre natiA'es of Alaine.

James AA^escott emigrated to the AAmst in l8l9. traAmled by means

of ox teams across the plains of NeA'ada and settled near Sacra-

mento, Cal., remaining three years in the gold mines. In the

spring of 1851 he came to St. Paul, and subsequently located in

Eagan tOAAUiship AAdiere he bought 160 acres of improA'ed land

and engaged in farming. He married Alary E. Atkinson, August

23, 1857. They retired from active life in 1901, and are still

liAung. During the Avar, James AYescott serA'ed tAvo years in

Co. I, 1st Alinn. HeaA'y Artillery, as lieutenant under Colonal

Colville. He Avas mustered out at Xashville, Tenn., and receiA'ed

his honorable discharge at Port Snelling. He served as county

treasurer for tAvo years from 1858-1860, ancl also served as census

enumerator in 1890. They Avere the parents of seven children,

of Avhom four are liAung: Ahbie D., IHes at home. J. E. is

married and lives at St. Paul. G. E. is married and also lives

in St. Paul. AA". II. is the subject of this sketch. Benjamin B.,

Gertrude and Deborah C. are dead.

Peter Thompson, of Eureka toAvnship, has the honor of liaA^-

ing sei’A'ed as postmaster of Christiana postoffice for the long

period of tAventy-tive years, and he Avould have lieen retained

in service for a still longer period had not the rural free deliA'eiy

been established and the office abolished. He has also been treas-

urer of the toAvnship for forty years, Avhich coA'ers nearly the

AAdiole time of his residence hm'e. Peter Thompson Avas born at

Ellestad, Lommen, Slidre, Noiuvay, June 10, 1836, and came to

America in 1852, settling in AAusconsin, Avhere he remained until

1856. In the early spring of that year he came up the Alississippi

riA'er to Hastings, and in Alay pre-empted 160 acres of land in

Eureka tOAvnship, in sections 21 and 28. This he improA’ed and
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l^repared for cultivation, and has since made his home here car-

rying on general farming. At the beginning of the Indian

uprising he went to St. Peter (Mendota) and joined a company,

which was sent to the relief of Port Ridgely. In the summer
of 1861; he enlisted in the 2nd Minn. Battery of Light Artillery,

going to Chattanooga, Tenn., where he remained until the close

of the war, after wliich he returned to the farm. He was mar-

ried JMay 18, 1858, to Barbara Olson, a native of Norway, who
came to this country in 1851. To this union were born nine

children, of whom six are living: 0. J., now of Seattle, AYash.

;

A. N., now of Adrginia, Alinn.
;
AA^'after AI., now of Duluth, Alinu.

;

Nels A., now of Superior AYis.
;
Laura (deceased)

;
Tilda AI., now

of Suiierior, AVis.
;
Lillie E., who is a trained nurse of St. Paul;

Edward (deceased), who graduated from the state agricultural

school
;
and one child who died in infancy. Air. Thompson is a

Pepuldican in politics, and the family are members of the Nor-

wegian Lutheran Church.

James Jesse Scofield, of Eureka township, was born on the

homestead in section 18, October 27, 1865, son of Silas C. and

Elizabeth (Jelly) Scofield, the father, a native of Orange county.

New A"ork, l)orn December 4, 1816, and the mother of Beaver

county, Pennsylvania, born December 25, 1825. She was married

April 9, 1860, to Air. Scofield whose first wife, Eliza Caskey, had

died in 1859 leaving thr«e sons, Thomas, John and AATlliam.

Thomas served in Co. F, 2nd Alinn. Vol. Cav. All are now dead.

The children of the second marriage are : Alary J., deceased

;

and Janies J., the suliject of this sketch. The father came to St.

Paul in 1854 and the same year pre-empted 160 acres of land

in Eureka township, the N. E. I
/4 of section 18. Bringing his

family from the East the following year, he settled permanently

on his farm and engaged in farming and raising horses. He was

particularly noted for his knowledge of equines, and bred some

of the finest horses in the county. In connection with his farm,

he conducted a blacksmith shop which he erected, and which

w'as the first shop in this part of the county. He was for many
years the postmaster of what was called the Christiana postoffice,

lie and his wife were pioneer members of the Presbyterian

Church. lie died February 15, 1891, and his wife followed .him

December 4, 1907. James J. remained at home on the faimi,

and at the death of his father took entire charge of the place,

Avhere he has since remained. He was married January 1, 1887,

to Percy AI. Parliman, who was born in Hastings, December 17,

1865, daughter of Edwin and Isabel (North) Parliman, early

settlers of Dakota county. Edwin Parliman enlisted in Co. F,

2nd Alinn. Vol. Cav. as lieutenant, and was later promoted to

captain. Upon his return from the war he served as county



IIISTOEY OF DAKOTA COUKTY 577

attorney of Dakota county, and subsequently was appointed

judge of the district court of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. To

Mr. and Mrs. Scofield have been born six children : Mary E.,

James H., John R., Maggie M., AYilliam Dewey, and Theodore

Roosevelt. The mother of these chilch’en died September 10,

1908. The family are members of the Presbyterian Church. In

politics Mr. Scofield is a Prohibitionist, and is a member of the

school board in District No. 17.

William A. Parry, of Eureka township, was born in Mason

county, Kentucky, November 23, 1812, son of Edward and Julia

(Allen) Parry. The father was born in Mason county, Kentucky,

January 28, 1809, and the mother in Mississippi in 1826. They

were married in Aberdeen, Ohio, in 1811. Edward Parry died

December, 1851, leaving his wife and four children: William

A., Henry, Mary R., and Truman, all of whom are living except

Henry. Mary, married Hiram DeGraw, of St. Paul. Truman is

now in Colorado, and AYilliam A., is the subject of this sketch.

The mother came to St. Paul, Minn., in 1855, bringing with her

the two youngest children. In the fall of 1856 she Avent back

to Kentucky, and upon her return to St. Paul, October 6, brought

with her her son AYilliam'. In June, 1861, she Avas married to

G. R. Hart and tAvo children Avere born, Julia, uoav deceased, and

George R., of Eureka toAAmship. The mother died NoAmmber

1, 1876. AAGlliam A. recewed his education in Kentucky and

St. Paul, after which he clerked for a time. In 1859 he Avent to

Avork for his uncle J. AA". AIcClung, aaJio resided in St. Paul, open-

ing a farm near Buck Hill, knoAvn as “ Slick-a-Avay. ” He Avorked

for this uncle tAvo seasons. The folloAAung tAvo years he spent

in LakeAdlle toAvnship, Avorking for William Earl, and in the

spring of 1863, in partnership Avith Peter Hamming, he rented

160 acres in section 15, Eureka toAAmship, AAdiich they bought

the folloAving July. The next spring Air. Parry purchased his

partner’s interest and conducted the farm alone. He has since

added forty acres in section 16 and tAventy acres in section 10.

Air. Parry enlisted in Co. F, 4th Alinn. Vol. Inf. and joined the

regiment at Altoona, Ga., Avhere he took part in that battle October

6, 1864, and later Avas Avith Sherman in his famous march to the

sea. He AAms honorably discharged June 15, 1865, at Louisville,

Ky., and returned to Alinnesota to his farm. July 7, 1870, he

Avas married to Alary C. Humphreys, who Avas born in AlcCon-

nellsAulle, Ohio, October 12, 1837, daughter of HoAAdand and

Edith Humphreys, natives of AGrginia. To Air. and Airs. Parry

Avere born tAvo daughters. Della Edith Avas born July 16, 1873.

Nellie Alary, born June 13, 1876, was married September 6,

1896, to AndreAV P. Curry, a native of LakeAulle, born Septem-

ber 25, 1870, son of John and Alary (Jack) Curry, both natives
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of Indiana. Andrew Curry died January 11, 190J, leaving

Resitles Ids widow, three ehildreii: William H., horn October 2,

1897; llerl)ert F., Noveml)er 3, 1898; iMary Alice, June 14, 1904.

.Mr. Harry still conducts his farm, and in his Imsy life has found
time to take an active part in the affairs of the township, where
he has served with honor as clerk, and chairman of the board

for a numlnn- of years, and where he still shows his interest in

education l)y cojisenting to remain a member of the school board,

llis efforts in behalf of the county as county commissioner for

twelve years are well known, and he has assisted in other ways
in the growth and development of townshi])s and county. Mrs.

Harry, after a life tilled Avith kindly deeds, died IMarch 24, 1903.

.Mr. Harry's tAvo daughters, and the three grandchildren noAA'

make their home Avilh .Mr. Harry, on his sightly farm.

Robert Pool, Avell knoAvn in Eureka toAvnship, Avas horn in

Indiana near Hern, February 22, 1848, soil of AYilliam and Mary
(Humphrey) Hool, the foianer liorn in Virginia, December 8;

1800, and the latter in Ohio, July 23, 1811. The father came Avith

his family to Minnesota direct to Eureka toAvnshij) June 19,

18.3(i, Avhere he pre-empted 160 acres of land in section 10, and

engaged in farming until his death, August 2, 1876, the mother

having passed aAvay July 23, 1874. It is interesting to note that

on their arrival here they liA’cd in a coA'ered Avagon at first until

they had built the log house A\diere they made their home foi‘

many years. William and Alary Hool Avere the parents of tAvelve

children: John AV., Avas horn October 16, 1831, and died Febru-

ary 14, 1856. Jeremiah, Avas horn December 6, 1833, and died

in Avar at Little Rock, Ark., October 11, 1864, leaving Iavo chil-

dren. Frank, iioav of Eureka toAvnship, and Elizabeth, avIio mar-

ried E. .A. RidgCAvay, and is noAv living in Alinneapolis, Alinn.

George, born January 7, 1836, is tleceased. Benjamin, liorn

December 7, 1839, died in battle of Huka, September 20, 1862.

Deborah, horn October 31, 1837 ; Emiline, July 2, 1841, and CraAV-

ford, September 23, 1843, are deceased. James, born August

7, 1852, died February 13, 1863. Robert, born February 22, 1848,

is the subject of this sketch, and Joseph, born August 29, 1850,

noAv lives in FreeAvater, Ore. Alary, born September 21, 1857,

died February 16, 1863. Robert has ahvays remained at home

on the farm, never haAung been absent longer than a month. He
Avas mai-ried Jxdy 26, 1877, to Laura E. Burtou, aaJio Avas born in

St. Anthony, January 28, 1857. This union has been blessed Avith

three children: Ella, born April 23, 1879, Avas married January

2, 1902. to Oscar Berkey, Avho is iioav manager of the Canadian

Aloline HIoav Company, and located at AATnnipeg. Ora Belle,

born November 11, 1884, lives at home and AA'illiam D. Avas born

September 1, 1889. Air. Hool li is 170 acres in section 10 and
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eighty in section 11, upon which he conducts general farming

and stock raising, making a specialty of raising Durham cattle

and Poland China hogs. He lias lieen town supervisor and mem-

ber of the school board for many years and is a stockholder in

the local telephone company. Fraternally he affiliates with the

A. 0. U. AV. Mr. Pool came here as a small boy, and has watched

the county grow from a wild, uncultivated tract, to a prosperous

community, being one of those men who, l)y faithfully perform-

ing their duties, add their share to the general progress of the

county.

Leander Livingston, of Eureka township, was liorn Eel)ruary

27, 1849, at Alercer county, Pennsylvania, son of Samuel and

Ann (AIcElrath) Livingston. The father Avas Imrn in DelaAvare.

Novemlier 2, 1815, and the mother in County Doavu, Ireland,

June 18, 1815. They were married in fiercer county, Penusyl-

A'ania, November 8, 1838, and in Alay. 1857, came to St. Paul. In

the same mouth tliey came to Eureka township and took up a

pre-emption of 160 acres of laud in sections 15 and 22. The

father Avas elected county commissioner in the late sixties, and

served tAvo terms. They Avere the parents of eiglit children:

James, Avho died in infancy; Ellen, married to A. J. Bonham;
Alary, avIio died at the age of eight years; John AL. noAv of Nortli-

field; Leander, the suliject of this sketch; Archibald. noAV of

Alarionville, AIo. ; Cliester, also of Alarionville : and Jennie, of

Eureka tOAvushi]). The mother died Alarch 2J, 1888, and the

father passed aAvay June 17, 1891. Leander received his educa-

tion in the district schools such as they Avere in those days, and

remained at home until he Avas tAventy-hve years of age. He
then rented a farm for one year and in 1875 purchased 160 acres

in section 10 in Eureka tOAvnship, Avhere he commenced farm-

ing for himself, lie Avas married July 11, 1876, to Alary ALola

Houts, Avho Avas l)orn in AAYst St. Paul. December 18. 1853, daugh-

ter of John and Elizalieth Ilouts. The LiA'ingston home Avas

blessed AAdth tAvo children, Luella P., born Alarch 10. 1879, Avas

a graduate of Carleton College, Northtield, Alinn., in the class

of 1906, taught for tAvo years in the high school of N'orthtield,

and died Alay 31, 1908. Nellie A., born June 28. 1882. Avas mar-

ried June 28. 1904, to Samuel Alallery, a grandson of G. B. Alall-

ery, and they liaAm one son, Leigh Ahun, born NoA'enil)er 16.

1906. The family are members of the A^ermillion Presliyterian

Church.

Hon. John Bates Kelly, uoav deceased, Avas Imrn in Perrys-

burgh, Ohio, January 24, 1856, son of Robert and Amanda (Don-

aldson) Kelly, natKe of A^irginia. The father died Avhen Air.

Kelly Avas an infant, and the mother came to Alinnesota Avith her

five sons in 1864, and settled in Eureka toAvnship, Imt remoAmd
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later to McLead couuty, where she died October, 1899. Of the

sons, Fraidv, who served in the Civil AVar; Henry K., of Alinne-

apolis and George II., are dead. lion. A. B., of Northfield, is

living; and lion. J. B., the subject of this sketch, is dead. Mr.

Kelly received his education in Stevens Seminary, at Glencoe,

Minn., and after leaving school worked on the railroad for a year.

In the spring of 1873 he returned to Eureka township, and

secured employment on the farm of A. R. Kingsley. In 1883

he was appointed cloak room keeper at the capitol for the state

legislature, Avhich position he held for two terms. In 1903 he Avas

elected a member of the legislature from the 30th district, and

served tAvo terms, being re-elected in 1905. He Avas married

October 13, 1875, to Alinnie C. Kingsley, born in Eureka toAvn-

ship, October 13, 1857, daughter of Ansel R. Kingsley and Alaria

J. Liimsden, his Avife. Ansel R. Kingsley Avas born at AYilliams-

I)urgh, Mass., Alay 29, 1823, and came to Minnesota in 1854,

Avhere he pre-empted 160 acres of land in Eureka tOAvnship and

engaged in farming. He Avas tAvice married. His first Avife died

Avlien he Avas on his trip Avest, leaving him Avith one son, Dwight

II., noAV of Scranton, North Dakota, and he was married later to

Maria J. Lumsden, a native of NeAV Amrk, avIio bore him one

daughter, Alinnie. The mother died January 15, 1859, and the

father January 2, 1905. To Air. and Airs. Kelly were born six

children: Edith AL, Avas born October 14, 1876, and died Decem-

ber 11, 1896. Alay P., born October 22, 1878, married Robert J.

Grant, and one son, Verner P., Avas born to them, December 16,

1900. Her husband died and later she married John C. AVarner.

Edna L., born July 30, 1880, married E. AY. Odbert, and they have

tAvo children, Eugene AA^., Jr., born September 26, 1906, and

Ralph K., born November 29, 1908. Ansel Ralph Kelly was born

Alay 15, 1883, Cyrus AI. Kelly was born July 26, 1886, and Lilly

AI. Kelly Avas born October 7, 1891. After his term in the legis-

lature expired, Air. Kelly returned to Eureka tOAvnship Avhere he

remained until his death, October 12, 1908. His wife is still

living, and as is befitting the daughter of an honored pioneer,

takes a deep interest in the progress of the toAAmship, county and

state.

P. H. Hagney, of Empire toAvnship, Avas born in this county

at Inver Grove township, Alay 22, 1858, son of AlatheAV and

Alary Hagney, Avho Avere natives of Ireland. They came to this

country in 1849, and the father was employed at different places

until 1854, when he came to Dakota county, and settled in Inver

Grove township, AAdiere they made their home for eight years,

after which he bought the present farm in Empire toAvnship.

In 1858 he had the misfortune to lose one of his limbs and has

since been compelled to use a wooden substitute. He owned at
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one time 560 acres of land all in one place, which he has since

divided among his children. His land was in four adjoining

sections and consecpiently the corners are known as the Hagney

corners. There were six children in the Hagney home, of whom
three are living. P. H. Hagney received his. education in the

common schools and has afterward carried on farming. He has

160 acres of land all under the plow and conducts farming in an

up-to-date and scientific manner, and has made many improve-

ments on the place keeping up with the times in the way of ma-

chinery and farm implements. A gasoline engine grinds all the

feed, pumps water for the use of the stock, etc. A.side fromhis many
duties on the farm he has found time to take part in the public

affairs of both the town and state, having been a member of the

state legislature two terms, 1889-1891, and has also been one

of the board of supervisors of Empire township for the past four-

teen years, and also a member of the school board. He is a

Democrat in politics, and fraternally he is affiliated with the

I. 0. P. at Eoseinount, the A. 0. H., Eosemount, and 5Y. 0. W.,

of IMendota. 5Ir. Hagney has been twice married. In 1882 he

was married to Katie Feriey, by whom he had two children:

Mary, married to A. J. Ferrell, a farmer in Eosemount and busi-

ness man of the village
;
Essie is at home. The mother of these

children died and IMr. Hagney married Ellen Crowley, native of

Ireland.

Thomas Mangan has been a resident of Empire township where

he still resides, for over forty years. He was born in Ireland,

September 13, 1835, son of John and Johanna (Murphy) Man-

gan, natives of the same country where they spent their days.

Thomas Siangan came to this country in 1853, and worked at

various labors in New York, Buffalo, Syracuse and Lancaster,

doing railroad work at the last named city for a short tune. He
then went to Canada, and remained three years. Here he was

married and in 1858 he came with his family to the United States

and settled in Eosemount township, removing to Empire town-

ship two years later, where he purchased land, built a big house

for his family and engaged in farming. He has a fine farm, con-

sisting of 320 acres, wliich he has, through hard work, brought

to a high state of cultivation, making all the improvements on

the place himself, and has been very successful. Mr. IMangan

votes independently, usually easting his vote for the man whom
he considers best fitted for office, regardless of party. Mr. and

Mrs. Siangan are the parents of fourteen childi’en: John (de-

ceased), Johanna, Annie, Mary, P. J., Patrick, Michael, Sarah,

Catherine, John, Nellie and ’William. Mr. Mangan has now re-

tired from active life on the farm and has left the management
of the place to his sons, who carry on farming and stock raising.
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Garrick B. Mallery, one of the first settlers of Eureka town-

ship, was horn in Nol)lesville, lianiilton county, Indiana, May -i,

1825, and received liis education in tiiat state. After attending

tlie public scliools of ins neighborliood for a short time, he studied

in lndianai)olis and took a course in the Ashury University, of

Oreen Castle, now tiie De Pauw University. After completing

ills studies, he taught school for a while in Indiana, and still later

was a teacher in Dakota county. He came west in 1855, and

located in Eureka township, where he pre-empted 160 acres of

wild land, lie and liis family lived at first in a tent, and he at

once set about cleai’ing his land of the small trees and brush

with which it was covered. After a log cahin was built, they

lived therein, until two years later, when the comfortable house

in which they still live was erected. Shortly after arriving in

Eureka township, l\lr. IMallery started teaching the children of

the pioneers, evenings, without recompense. This was the first

teaching in the townshi]). In the winter of 1857-58 he taught

a sul)scri])tion school in section 38, Lakeville township. In 1858,

Mr. IMallery was elected chairman of the first board of super-

visors of the townshi[), and by virtue of this office served on the

famous boai’d of county su])ervisors sometimes known as the

Dakota county legislature, representing, as the records say, the

town of Dei-lin, now known as Eureka. AVhen the law was

changed he was elected on the first board of county commis-

sioners. February 8, 1865, Air. Alallery enlisted in Co. II, 1st

Alinn. Heavy Artillery, and served eight months, receiving his

honorable discharge at Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 27, 1865. At the

outbreak of the Indians at YelloAV Aledieine, he responded to the

call for volunteers and went to St. Peter, Avhere he joined the

company under Colonel AlcPail. This was the first company that

went to the relief of those being massacred at Birch Coolie, and

Avas also the first company that entered Fort Eidgely after the

attack of the Indians. Air. Alallery was married December 16,

1847, in Hamilton county, Indiana, to Susan Essington, born in

Ohio, February 28, 1826, and they were the parents of six chil-

dren, five of Avhom are living: Joseph II., born October 2, 1848;

Nancy Jane, Alay 27, 1850, married to J. S. AAMlson, of Pope

county, Alijin.
;
Curtis 1)., August 26, 1852, of Alille Lacs county;

Sarah AL, Feln-uary 25, 1855, married to E. F. Cram, of Blue

Earth City; AVillie, January 10, 1860, aaJio died June 24, 1866,

and John AA"., Jaimary 29, 1863, of Eureka toAvnship. Air. and

Airs. Alalleiy are members of the Presbyterian Church. The

parents of Air. Alallery were Curtis and Nancy (Bolter) Alallery,

natives of Connecticut, Avhere the father was born April 8, 1778,

and the mother June 16, 1782. They resided in Hamilton county,

Indiana until their death and Avere among the first settlers of the
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county. They Avere the parents of ten children all of whom are

dead except Giirriek B., the subject of this sketch. The mother

died August 19, 1850, and the father folloAved her to the grave

October 1, 1851.

David Burton, a retired farmer of Eureka toAvnship, was born

July 30, 1830, at AYorthington, Mass., son of Alonzo and Lydia

N. (Niles) Burton, natives of Massachusetts, where they spent

their AAdiole life, being prominent people in their community. The

father died in 1861, and the mother folloAved him to the grave in

1877. David Burton was educated in the public schools of Alassa-

chusetts, and as a youth Avorked in a stone quarry, cutting stone

for the NeAA^ Hampton county jail. Upon attaining his majority

he migrated Avest and in April, 1855, reached St. Anthony, Avhere

he remained tAvo years, subsequent to Avhich he came to Eureka

toAAmship, took up a claim of 160 acres and after he had cleared

and broken the land, engaged in farming. He built a home and

barns, and tlie first summer of his residence in this tOAvnship,

joined a corps of goAu^rnment surA^eyors,- being engaged three

months in surA'eying through lieaA'y timbers aboiit Fort liiifiey

and Anoka, AAdiere the trees Avere so thickly placed as to make
impossible a greater progress than eight miles a day. After com-

pleting this Avork, he returned to his farm, and engaged in gen-

eral farming until December 21, AAlien he enlisted in Co. P, 2nd

Minn. CaA^, and served until the close of the Avar, being honorably

discharged at Poi’t Snelliug, December 2, 1865. During his sei’A^-

iee in the army he contracted an illness Avhich rendered him

incapable of performing any labor until 1870, consequently in

1866 he sold his farm and returned to his old home in Massachu-

setts Avhere he remained tAVO years, after Avhieh he again came

to Minnesota, and this time located in NeAv Auburn, Avhere he

lived five years, at the end of Avhieh period he came hack to

Eureka toAvnship, Avhere he has since remained. Mr. Burton is

a firm believer in prohibition, and is a member of the Baptist

church. He has served as tOAAUi supervisor, assessor and district

treasurer, and is a highly honored and respected citizen, being

a man of high principals and fine sterling qualities. September

25, 1853, David Burton Avas married to Elmira E. Davis, of AA'ash-

ingtou county, Alaine, and to them liaAm been born seA'en chil-

dren: Laura E., Avho married Robert Pool, of Eureka tOAvnship

;

Forest AA^., Avho is a farmer of Lakeville tOAvnship
;
Alartha A.,

AAdio married LeAvis Fanner, uoav deceased; Addie Bell, uoav de-

ceased, Avho married Joseph Post; Lydia R., married to J. B.

Chase, of Minneapolis
;

Alinnie, married to Prank Judson, of

Omalia
;
and David L., Avho lives at home. Mr. and Airs. Burton

celebrated their golden Avedding September 25, 1903. Several

years ago. Air. Burton Avas taken Avith a severe illness. In time.
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however, after bravely battling with disease, he recovered, and
is now living a retired life, hale and hearty at the age of nearly

eighty years.

Paul P. Hammer, of Eureka township, was born in Solor,

Norway, October 24, 1859, came to this country May 21, 1879,

and settled in Greenvale township, where he worked for farmers.

In 1881 he rented a farm in section 20 in Eureka township and
the following year purchased 40 acres in the same section, adding

another forty in 1885. In 1887 he sold, and bought 120 acres

in section 30, which he subsequently disposed of and in 1889 pur-

chased his present farm in Eureka township, which consists of

280 acres in section 17 and 90 acres in section 19. On this farm

he conducts general farming and has been very successful. He
built the first cement concrete building in Eureka township, a

structure 50x30 feet, which he erected for his hogs. He is in-

terested in the Farmers’ Fire Insurance Company of Eureka,

and was one of the incorporators of the company. In politics he

is Republican, but has ahvays been too busy Avith his duties on

the farm to seek public olSce. He was married in 1884 to Agnes

Storly, l)orn in Norway, daughter of Ole and Mary (Olson)

Storly, natives of the same country, aaOio came to America in

the early days and settled in Eureka tOAvnship. The mother

died in 1894, but the father is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Hammer
are the parents of eight children : Oscar, Hilga, Palmer, Mabel,

Edwin, Olma (deceased), Henry and Albert. Mr. Hammer is

the vice-president of the Star Telephone Company. The family

Avorships at the Noiuvegian Lutheran Synod Church. The parents

of Mr. Hammer Avere Peter C. and Helen (Halverson) Hammer
natives of Nonvay. The father came to America in 1879 direct

to Eureka township, the mother folloAving a year later. After

five years he bought forty acres of land, upon Avhieh he and the

family resided for one year Avhen they moved to Cooperstown,

N. D., Avhere the father died in 1894, and the mother in 1901.

They Avere the parents of ten children : Carl, noAV of Scott

coAAnty
;
Anton, now of Eureka tOAvnship

;
Halver, noAV of Coopers-

toAvn, N. D.
;
Paul P., the subject of this sketch

;
Herman, now

of California
;
Annie, aa4io married B. Skofstad, of Eureka town-

ship; Rachel, married to George Singner, of Spooner,
.
AVis.

;

Christina, married to E. E. Doavii, of CooperstOAvn, N. D.
;
Carrie,

married to George Condy, of CooperstoAvn, N. D.
;
and Gilbert,

of Sumner, Iowa.

Dr. E. W. Hammes, of Hampton Aullage, Avas born in Mihvau-

kee, AVis., November 24, 1854, son of Jacob and Anna (Aleinartz)

Hammes, natives of Milwaukee, aaTo in 1855 came to LaCrosse,

Avhere they took up a claim and engaged in farming, which occu-

pation the father folloAved until his death in 1866. E. AA^. Hammes
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remained at home and was educated in the i^ublic schools of

LaCrosse, later entering the Kush Medical College at Chicago,

where he graduated Avith honors in 1881. At once upon leaving-

college he took up the practice of his chosen profession at Noav

Trier, Dakota county, remaining there until 1900, when he

returned to Chicago and took a post graduate course. After this

he moA’ed to Hampton Aullage AAdiere he has since remained, build-

ing up a large practice. His studies have stood him in good stead

in folloAving his duties as health officer of the village. Dr.

Hammes Avas married July 21, 1880, to Anna Schmidt, daughter

of oMartin and Anna Schmidt, natiA'es of Germany. Their home
has been blessed Avith four children. The oldest died at the age

of nine years at Xcav Trier. E. M., the second son, graduated

from the State UnHersity, and took up the practice of medicine

in St. Paul. October 1, 1909, he Avent to Europe for one year's

post graduate Avork. Theresa is at home and Anna is attending

the high school at Northfield. Dr. Hammes is an independent

A-oter, carefully considering the issues and candidates of each

election. The religious faith of the family is that of the Catho-

lic Church.

J. F. Wille Avas born on the homestead in Hampton tOAAmship,

February 9, 1859, son of Charles and Caroline AYille, natHes of

HanoA'er, Germany, aaIio came to this country in 1856, settled near

Hastings and later engaged in farming in Hampton toAvnship.

The father died in 1879 and the mother still IHes at the age of

seAmnty-four years, making her home Avith her son. J. F. Y'ille

Avas educated in the public schools and remained at home, assist-

ing his father Avith the farm AVOrk until 1879, Avhen he engaged

in farming for himself. He noAv has a farm of 100 acres, in

Hampton toAvnship, AAffiieh he conducts in a scientific and up-to-

date manner, carrying on general farming and stock raising.

His place is one of the finest in the tOAA-nship, and he has a good

house and buildings. Part of the farm is the old AAdlle home-

stead. Air. AAulle is chairman of the toAAm board of superA’isors,

has serA'ed four years, and has been elected to seiwe three years

more. He has also seiwed as assessor for eleAmn years, and has

shoAvn his interest in education by his Avork as a member of the

board of school district 59. Being a thorough belieA’er in the

development of the resources of the farming districts, and the

cobpei-ation of the farmers he has identified himself AAuth the

Stanton Fire Insurance Company, of Avhich he has been a dmec-

tor tAvelve years, and also with the Hampton Farmers’ Elevator

Company, of Avhich he is also a director. In his lAolitieal aucavs

he is a Republican. Air. AAulle Avas married in 1879 to Alary

Kurth, daughter of Henry Kurth, who was an old settler of the

county, a farmer, noAv deceased. Air. and Airs. AVille have been
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blessed Avitli eleven children: Charles, Emma, Edward, Annie,

August, Jennie, Fred, Henry, Lena, IManiie, Viola, all at home,

except Charles, Emma, Edward and Annie, who are married.

Rev. R. C. Sehlinkert, pastor of the Catholic Church at Hamp-
ton, iMinn., one of tlie finest churches in the county, was born in

Westphalia, Germany, July 21, 1868. He came to the United

Etates in 1887, after having studied some years in Germany. He
then entered St. Thomas College, and St. Paul Seminary, grad-

uating from the former in 1894, and from the latter in 1900.

For four y(mrs aftei- graduating, he was one of the instructors

at St. Thomas College and in September, 1904, was appointed

to take charge of the Hampton i)arish, where he has since re-

mained. The churcli was erected in 1900 and numbers about

4U0 meiubers. It also has a fine parsonage.

A. Muellerleile, the cashier of the State Bank of Hampton,

where he I'esides, was born in Blue Earth Co., Minnesota, Novem-

ber 5, 1882, and is one of the rising young men of the county,

lie received his early education in the public schools of his

neighborhood and then attended the high school at IMadison

Lak(‘. After leaving school he worked for a while in the drug

store and genei’al store of his home town, and then obtained

a position in the First State Bank of Carlos, Minnesota, as book-

keeper, wliere he remaineil about fw'O years, after Avhich he came

to Hampton and became the assistant cashier of the State Bank
of Hampton for a short time, when he was promoted to cashier,

which i>osition he still holds. His parents, George and Richarda

(Overly) Muellerleile, were natives of Germany, who came to

Ameihca in 1866 and located on a farm in Blue Earth county,

where they resided nntil they removed to IMadison Lake, Min-

nesota, where they still live.

Mathias Doffing, is a retired farmer of Hampton townshiii,

and now resides in the village of Hampton, of which he was one

of the founders. At one time he was the owner of land to the

extent of 2,000 acres, which he has since divided among his

children, with the exception of 500 acres which he still has,

and has s])ent several thousand dollars for the improvement

of the village in which he makes his home. He was supervisor

of the townshi]i for several years and also a member of the school

board foi‘ many years. He Avas instrumental in the Iniilding of

the Catholic Church at Hampton, AAdiich was erected in 1900,

and bears his name, being knoAvn as the Mathias Church, and

also donated the land npon Avhich it is located. l\rr. Doffing

Avas born in Germany, February 28, 1839, and came Avith his

jmrents, Conrad and Margaret (Haraelius) Doffing, to this eoim-

try in 1844, and settled in Marystown, near Pond du Lae, Wis.,

remaining until 1855, Avhen they came to (Minnesota and took up
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government land in Hampton township and engaged in fanning.

Tlie father died in 1875, and the mother passed away in 1868.

Mathias Doffing remained at home until 1861 wlien he was mar-

ried to iMargaret Dicker, daughter of John and klagdelena

(Schwartz) Dicker, who came to this country in 1860 and set-

tled in Hampton township and engaged in farming. The father

died in Douglas county, and the mother died at the home of

(Mr. Doffing. To i\lr. and i\Irs. Doffing have been horn twelve

children, all of whom are living: Conrad, living in Colwicli,

Kan.; Lena, married to N. P. Gores, at Hampton; John, living

at Hastings; Anton, living near New Trier; JMargaret, living

near Randolph, married to Nicholas Gores ; Nick, living on a

farm near Hampton
;
Regina, of St. Paid

;
i\lary married to Mr.

Schaeli'er, of Hami)ton; Mathew, living in Vermillion township;

Henry, living on a farm near New Trier; Varonica, living at

Hampton; and Peter, living on the homestead at Hampton. (Mr.

Doffing has improved several farms and in the early days used

ox teams for many years to haul grain and break the land.

In his political views, he is a Democrat. He retired from farm-

ing in 1901, Avhen lie moved to Hampton village, where he has

since lived, enjoying the peace and pros]H‘rity which he has

earned and so richly deserves.

Florian A. Carnal, a prominent farmer of Douglass town-

ship, was born in AVaddington, New AMrk, August 12, 1843. His

father, Dlorian A. Cai-nal, was of German descent, and the

mother, Alartha Ditzgerald Carnal, of Irish descent. Dlorian

A. came west in 186.5, and settled in (Minnesota where he worked
for farmers in Dakota county the first year. In 1866 he bought

160 acres, of which 115 was cleared, and he set to work and

cleared the remaining forty-tive, and carried on farming, work-

ing early and late. He added more acres, and has now 821%,
all in Dakota county, in Douglass, Hampton and Randolph town-

ships. He and his sons now farm 500 acres. Ih* has a large home
and barns, which are modern and the hasemeid'. doors are

cemented; one barn is 36x80 and the other 32x56. He makes a

specialty of raising dm* stock. All his milk he luuds to the

cooperative cheese factory at Cannon Dalis, of which he is one

of the stockholders, klr. Carnal is now one of the oldest con-

tinuous residents of the neighborhood in which he lives, and has

been prominently identified Avith the development of the tOAvn-

ship. He has served as chairman of the toAvn hoard of super-

Ausors, and also clerk of school district No. 64 for a great many
years. He Avas a memher of the building committee for the neAV

Catholic Church at Cannon Palls, and contributed liberally to

this cause. He Avas married in Dakota county to Sarah Ryan,

natKe of IMassachusetts, and they had eight children : Henry,
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Zella, Eva, AVilliam, Tlaiiha, Theresa, Robert, Margaret A.; Eva,

married J. A. MeCaim and they have two children, Plorian,

named after his grand and great-grandfathers, and Llary. The
family resides in AVilliston, N. D. Martha, is now Sister Plorian

of St. Joseph’s Order. The family faith is that of the Catholic

Cluu’ch. Mr. Carnal is an estimable man in every respect. He
has taken a great interest in all agricidtural pursuits, and has

done much to improve farming conditions in Dakota county.

Peter Moes, chairman of the town board of Douglass town-

ship, Avas born in Ncav Trier, klinn., in 1863, son of John and

IMargretta Tloes, early farmers of Dakota county. The father

is deceased, hid the mother still resides in New Trier. Peter

received Ids education in the district school, and has always been

a farmer, lie oivns 200 acres of land in Douglass township, of

which 170 is under cidtivation, and carries on general farming.

Since 1888 he has been more or less continuously connected with

the town l)oard, and for seven years he has been chairman. He
married Sophie Landshoyer, by whom he has had eight children

:

Marie, John, Emma, Sophie, Peter, Joseph, Lena, Edivard, the

oldest of Avhom attend the district school. The family faith is

that of the Catholic Church.

John Fling, now deceased, one of the pioneers of Goodhue and

Dakota counties, ivas born in Waterford county, Ireland, in

1826, son of John Pling. AVhen he ivas tiventy years of age

he came to this country, and landed at Quebec. He remained

in Canada ten jmars, where he ivorked at farming. In 1856 he

emigrated to the United States, and located in Minnesota, ivhere

he pre-empted land two miles south of the village of Cannon

Palls, and engaged in farming. Here they lived until 1872, when
they moved to Dakota county, purchasing a farm in section 37,

in Douglass township. In 1893 the father died, at the age of

67, having spent an active and useful life. He ivas ivell kuoivn

and Avas one of the promoters of the St. Pius Catholic Church

of Cannon Palls. He Avas married in 1856, at Troy, Ncav York,

to Mary BroAvn, Avho Avas horn in AA^aterford county, Ireland,

in 1833, and they had nine children: Mrs. Bridget E. Doyle, of

Alarshon township; Airs. Alary A. Orman; J. C., of St. Joseph,

AIo.
;
Alaiy I)., Robert G., John ~W., Airs. Alargaret S. Phelan, of

Cannon Palls tOAvnship
;
Jennie, aaTio lives Avith the mother; and

Ellen C., noAv Sister Alary Anthony of the Ursuline Order. The

mother remoA'ed to Cannon Palls in 1907, Avhere she still resides.

John AV. Pling resides on the home farm, of 240 acres, and car-

ries on general farming in a successful and up-to-date manner.

He has also 200 acres in his OAim right. He Avas married to Ellen

Judge, of ATarshau toAvnship, and they have one daughter. Alary
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Blanche. Mr. Fling is a member of the \Y. O. AV. The family

faith is that of the Catholic Church.

Arthur Bernier, the present postmaster of Mendota and also

member of the hrni of E. Bernier and Sons, was born in Alendota,

September 11, 1880, son of Esdras and Eugenia (Auge) Bernier,

the father a native of Canada, and the mother of Alendota, both

of French descent. He received his education in the public

schools of Alendota and completed his studies Avith a course at

a business college of St. Paul, after which he took up woi’k with

his father in the store, and in 1907 entered, Avith his brothers,

into partnership Avith the father. The firm has since success-

fully conducted a general merchandise business, Avith an ever

increasing trade. They are also buyers and shpApers of produce.

In 1904 Air. Bernier Avas appointed postmaster of the village, and

is still serving. He has also serAmd on the village council for

the past tAvo years. Fraternally he associates himself Avith the

C. 0. F., the AV. 0. AA^., and the AI. B. A., in Avhieh he has held

offices. Alay 17, 1904, he Avas married to Josephine Dupuis,

daughter of EdAvard and Johannah Kennedy Dupuis, and they

have one daughter, Luella. Air. Bernier is a Republican and

the family faith is that of the Catliolic Church. Ilis father came
to Alinuesota in 1871, located in Alendota, Avhere he engaged in

farming and also conducted a store. He served as postmaster

of the A'illage one term. In connection Avith the general store

at Alendota, the firm has a grocery store at AVhite Bear Lake,

Alinn.

H. H. Nelson, of GreenAmle toAAmship, Avas born in Kosciusko

county, Indiana, October 26, 1865, son of Peter and Catherina

(Beber) Nelson, natiAms of Pennsylvania, Avho in the early days

located in Indiana, AAffiere they engaged in farming for the

remainder of their days. The father died in 1900, and the

mother passed aAvay in 1871. II. H. Nelson receHed his educa-

tion at home and in the pul)lic schools and Avorked as a farm

hand. He came AVest in 1894 and located in Greeiwale township,

AAdiere he purchased 137i/b acres, of Avhich about 50 acres are

under cultivation, and Avhere he noAV conducts general farming

and stock raising. He Avas married in 1887 to Ida AI. Olinger,

daughter of Jacob and Alartha (Tridle) Olinger, and they haAm

six children: Eva I., AAffio attends Carleton College at North-

field, and has also taught school tAvo years
;
Pern E., who grad-

uated from the Northfield high school and is noAV an apprentice

milliner of Northfield; Ray; Bessie, aaJio is a high school student

at Northfield; and Russell. Glen is deceased. Air. Nelson is a

member of the school board in district 51, and is also a member
of the toAvn board of GreeuAmle. He is an independent A'oter.
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Tlie mother aud tAvo oldest daughters are members of the Meth-
odist Church.

P. J. Hynes, of Empire tOAVushi]), aauis horn in April, 1869,

sou of Patrick aud Biddget Hynes, natives of Ireland, Avho came
to tills country in the early days, and after living in several

idaces, iinally came to Dakota county, and located on a farm
in Em])ii-e toAvnsliii), Avliere lliey remained for over thirty-eight

years, conducting general farming. The father died in 1902. The
mother still lives on the old homestead. P. J. Hynes is one of

the successful farmers of Empire toAvnship, having 320 acres

of land, of Avhich most of it is under the ]>1oav. He conducts

general farming ami is one of the fcAv in the county Avho raises

Avheat. He has a beautiful home of eleven rooms, large barn

40x70, Avith 18 foot posts, and his farm is one of the finest in the

toAvnshi]). lie was married in 1896, to klary Garvey, daughter

of Patrick and Bridget (Hyland) Garvey, old settlers of this

county, ami they have six children, all of Avliom are at home

:

dohn, EdAvaial, (Mildred, Emma, Joseph, Ella. In polities (Mr.

Hynes is a Democrat, and he affiliates Avith the 1. 0. F. of Kose-

mount. He is also a member of the school board.

Joseph Heinen, the able manager and overseer of the Dakota

county jAooi' farm, Avas born in Vermillion tOAvnship, i\Iarch 2,

1867, son of Nicholas and Magdelena (Kerst) Heinen, natives of

Germany, Avho emigrated to the United States in 1853, and

located in St. Panl Avhere they remainetl seven years, after Avhich

they came to Dakota county and engaged in farming in Ver-

million tOAvnship, purchasing 80 acres of land, to Avhich they

later added 220 more. Here they remained, carrying on general

farming until the death of the father in 1880. The mother died

in 1901 at the Vermillion station. They Avere the parents of

elcAum children, of Avhom live are living. Joseph Avas educated

in the common schools of the toAvnship and later attended the

high school of Hastings, after Avhich he returned home, took up

farming and nnd Avith marked success. For a number of years

he serv(‘d as assessor. October 20, 1898, he came to Empire

toAvnship and took charge of the Dakota county poor farm,

Avhere he has since remained. He Avas married May 3, 1887, to

Sarah Bennett, daughter of Josej)!! and Ellen (Leenon) Bennett,

of Vermillion, Avho Avere old settlers in the county. The father

is dead, but the mother still lives. The Heinen home has been

blessed Avith a fine family of children. 5Ir. Heinen adheres to

no political party, but votes for AvhoeAmr he considers the best

litted for public office. He belongs to the M. W. A. at Farming-

ton, of Avhich organization he is elei'k. The fainily faith is that

of the Catholic Church.

Phillip W. Klaus, supervisor and prosperous farmer of Em-
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jiire township, was born in Dakota county in the township Avhere

lie now resides, iMareh 3, 1873, son of Christian and Fh’ederica

(Ihsher) Klaus, natives of Oerniany, wlio came to the United

States and settled in New iMarket, IMinn., for a short time, and

sidjsec[uently came to Dakota county, where they purchased land

and eng'ag'ed in fanning-, uoav owning lOO acres. Phillip AY. re-

ceived his education in the piddie schools, completed his educa-

tion witli a course at the Caton Business College, of i\Iinneapolis,

and was afterward interested in a grocery store at iMinneapolis,

where he remained two years. He then returned to Empire town-

ship. lie has now a well improved farm of 210 acres, one mile

from Farmington, and carries on general farming and stock

raising, having about fifty head of the Ilerford cattle, whose

grade he is constantly improving. He also sells cream to the

creamery. Hr. Klaus is independent in politics, and is always

interested and has taken an active part in public affairs of the

township. He has served as town supervisor for the past four

years, and is still holding the office. He is associated with the

A. O. II. AY. and M. B. A., of F^armington. By his wife, Ida

Kloepping, whom he married in 1900, he has two children;

Frederick and Herniina.

William M. Callaghan, Empire township, was horn in county

Limerick, Ireland, in 183(:i, son of John and Nora (Carro-11)

Callaghan, who were farmers of Ireland, where they spent their

days. AVilliam came to tlie United States in 1854 and remained

in New York tliree montlis when lie went to St. Louis, Alo., and

subsequently came to Orton, 111., and secured employment at

the rock and lime (piarry, at that place, remaining until 1800,

when he came to Hastings, by Imat, and later took up farmiim-

in Rosemouut township, continuing three years. He then moved
to Fhnpire township and bought a farm where he has since

resided and carried on general farming, stock raising and dairy-

ing, also selling cream to Farmington. Air. Callaghan has a tine

farm, of 200 acres, well cultivated and improved, all of which

he has done himself, and is now among the prosperous farmei's

of the township. In polities he is a Democrat, has held the

offices of road overseer, toAvn supervisor, and also has been a

member of the school hoard. Air. Callaghan Avas married in

1801, to Alary Condon, daughter of Patrick and Ellen Condon,

natives of Ireland, AA'here the father died. The mother came
to this country and died at the home of her son. Air. and Airs.

Callaghan have had eight children: Patrick, Nellie, Alary,

AATlliam, Katie, Nora, Janies and Alargaret, all of Avhom liA'e at

home. The mother of these children died April 24, 1898. It

is Avorthy of note that the son, Patrick, found in the A^ermillion
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river the largest pair of elk antlers ever seen in this part of the

eonntry.

John Mahoney, a prosperous farmer and esteemed citizen

was born June 10, 1868, in Empire township, on the homestead
where he now resides. His parents, Martin C. and Mary (Far-

rell) IMalioney, natives of Ireland, came to this country in 1851,

remaining in New York for ten years. The father then went to

Georgia, where he was forced into the war and served three and
a half years. During his residence in the South he was a slave

driver and also owned property, l)ut sold out after a few years,

and in 1867 came north to Empire township, where he engaged

in farming on his present i>lace. lie named the property Lone
Tree Farm, on account of an old tree which still stands, and

which served as a guide in the early days for the Indians and

stage drivers. The father died in 1908, but the mother still lives

on the homestead. John has always remained at home, and con-

ducts tlie farm. He has 270 acres under cultivation and carries

on general farming, making a specialty of raising blooded stock,

llis efforts have prospered, and he is considered as having been

very siieeessful in his management of the farm. Mr. Mahoney
has never married. He belongs to the C. 0. P. and A. 0. U. W.
at Farmington. In polities he is independent. He sexwed oa the

town l)oard for three years, and was elected for another three

years, testifying to the high regard in Avhich he is held in the

community in Avhich he lives.

David Valentine, Avho is iioav enjoying a period of honorable

retirement after a busy life of active Avork, resides in that part

of Cannon Falls knoAvn as Paradise Plain, in a sightly house

Avhich reflects the excellent taste of its owner. Mr. Valentine

Avas born in Scotland, October 15, 1831, son of Janies Valentine

(born 1792, died 1856), AAuth AAdiom in his boyhood days he

Avorked on a farm. In 1854 he came to America on an old sailing

vessel, the journey from Liverpool to Ncav York taking forty-

tAvo daj's. He spent a short time in Pennsylvania, then moved
to tlie state of Illinois, liAung in Lake and McHenry counties.

In the fall of 1855 he came to Minnesota and in the spring of the

folloAving year took a claim in AA^heatland tOAvnship, Rice county.

In 1864 he enlisted in Co. P. Hatch’s Battalion, and did guard

duty in and about Fort Ridgely. In the Avinter of 1865 he was

detailed to take a squad of drafted men to join Sherman’s

army at Savannah, but upon reaching South Carolina, Avas or-

dered back OAving to the fact that the Avar Avas clraAving to its

close. He returned via Ncav York state and Avas honorably dis-

charged in the spring of 1866. In the meantime, Avhile still in

the army. Air. Valentine iiurchased a quarter section in Randolph

toAvnship, Dakota county, and to this soon added forty more.
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Later he purchased 160 acres in Hampton township and to this

added eighty more, until he owned 140 acres, all in Dakota

county. Upon this large farm he successfully carried on farming

for many years, until the fall of 1898 when he moved to his pres-

ent home in Cannon Palls, leaving his farm in charge of his

oldest son, George. AYhile living in the township of Randolph,

Mr. Valentine served on the board of supervisors, and as town
treasurer. Since living in Cannon Palls he has l)een on the

village council three years and has also served on the school

board. He is cpiartermaster in the G. A. R. camp at Cannon
Palls, and is one of the trustees of the Congregational Church,

having been chairman of the committee of seven which had

charge of erecting the stone edifice which that body now occu-

pies. He is also chairman of the Stanton Mutual Fire Insurance

Company which insures farm x;>roperty and has an office in Can-

non Falls village, idr. Valentine was married at St. Paul, Aj^ril

3, 1862, to Esther idcChestny, a native of the north of Ireland,

of Scotch-Preshyterian j:)arentage. She came to this state in

1850, being one of the j:)ioneers. To Mr. and Mrs. Valentine have

been born four sous. George, born January 14, 1863, manages

the home farm. Robert, born December 1, 1864, and Fred, born

Axnnl 20, 1870, constitute the firm of Valentine Brothers, manu-

facturers, of Minneairolis. AA^alter, born June 21, 1875, is a

physician at Tracy, Minn., and has one daughter, Helen, horn in

1908.

William J. Hogan, the proprietor of Oak Park Farm, in Leb-

anon toAvnshix:), where he was born on Ax^ril 22, 1870, was the

youngest sou of Thomas Hogan and Bridget, his wife, whom he

married in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1854. They Avere natives of Ire-

land. The father Avas a blacksmith by trade, came to this coun-

try in 1848 and Avorked at his trade in seAmral cities in the East,

coming Avith his family in 1855 to St. Paul, AA'here they remained

until the fall of 1856, AAdien they took up a homestead of 160

acres in section 14, Lebanon toAvnship. In 1868 he purchased 160

acres in section 27 AAdiere he l)uilt a home and moved Avith his

family, continuing farmhig here, and increasing his land until he

had 240 acres. He died May 1, 1907, the mother having jAassed

away three years before, September 13, 1904. AVilliam receHed

his education in the schools of the toAvnship, after Avhich he took

up farming at home Avhere he has since remained. At the death

of his father he inherited the homestead of 240 acres, Avhich he

has since imjAroAmd and cultivated Amry SAiceessfully. He is single

and one of a family of seven children: James, Michael, Mrs.

Mary Coffey, Mrs. Biddget Riley, Thomas, Nellie (deceased), and,

William J. the subject of this sketch. Mr. Hogan is a Democrat.

For the past ten years he has seiwed as assessor, as superAusor for
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live years, aud is interested in the Star Telephone Company, of

Lebanon and Eosemount. He belongs to the Modern Woodmen
and the A. 0. H. In religion he is a Catholic.

Joseph B. Farrell, is a native of this county, being born in

Lebanon township, where he now resides, December 6, 1875, sou

of Michael and Mary Farrell, the father a native of Ireland, and
the mother of Massachusetts. The father, a farmer, came to

America in 1847, locating in Patei'son, N. J., where he was em-

l>loyed in tlie mills, later learning the trade of machinist, which

occupation he followed until in 1855, when he came to Minnesota

in July and purchased 80 acres of land in Lebanon township.

He built a home, and other buildings, and engaged in cultivation,

increasing his farm until he owned over 1,400, buying aud selling.

He retii-ed from active life and died in April, 1904. The mother

still lives in Eosemount. Josei)h received a good education,

attended the public schools of the township aud then took a three

years’ course at Sacred Heart College, at Watertown, AVisconsin.

He then attended the State Experimental School for one year,

after which he took uj) farming at home. Several years ago he

crime in possession of 220 acres of land in Lebanon township,

where he is engaged in farming on a large scale and raises stock.

September 29, 1903, he was married to Mary Blondo, daughter

of Charles and Alary (Burns) Blondo, natives of Canada and

Scotland. They came to Alinnesota in 1890, settled in Lakeville

township and took up farming. Both are now living a retired

life. Air. and Airs. Farrell have two children: Daniel Vincent

and Thomas Charles. Air. Farrell was a member of the Sacred

Heart Cadets, of AA^atertowu, and served in Co. A, as first ser-

geant from 1891 to 1894. In polities he is a Democrat and aspired

to the office of town treasurer in 1908. He belongs to the A. 0. H.

and Modern AA’^oodmen, and worships at the Catholic Church.

J. AA". Farrell was liorn in Lebanon township, January 18, 1878,

and received his education in the public schools of Lebanon,

completing his education with a course at Sacred Heart College.

He afterward took uj) farming, coming into possession of 220

acres of land, on which he has since conducted general farming

and stock raising. He was married October 11, 1904, to Emma
Aloran, daughter of Patrick and Catherine Brennan Aloran, na-

tives of Ireland, where the father was a farmer. They came to

this country locating fir.st in St. Paul, and later went to Eose-

mount township, where they engaged in farming the remainder)

of their life. Both are now deceased. Air. Farrell is a Demo-

crat in his political belief, and served as town assessor in 1908.

In 1909 he was re-elected. His religious belief is that of the

Catholic Church.
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Owen W. Hyland is a native son of this county, having been

born in Lakeville township, May 5, 1857. His parents, Thomas
and IMary Hyland, natives of Ireland, Avhere the father was a

farmer, came to this country in 1818 and engaged in farming

in Saratoga, N. Y., in partnership with the father’s brother.

In 1855 he sold his interest to his brother and came west to

Minnesota where he pre-empted land in sections 1 and 2, town-

ship of Lakeville, and built a home of logs, Avhich he replaced

Avith a modern house of concrete. In 1868 he also erected hams
and other buildings. In addition to his duties in managing his

farm, he bought and sold land, and at one time OAvned as much
as 1,550 acres. He died July 31, 1899, and the mother still lives

on the homestead. OAven receiAnd his education in the district

school and completed his studies Avith a course at a St. Paul

l)usiness college. He then returned to the home farm, remaining

until 1882, AA'hen he came into possession of 130 acres of land in

Lebanon toAvnship. Here he built a home and other buildings

and engaged in farming and stock raising. Beside his farm he

has 120 acres in Rosemount tOAvnship, and forty acres in Empire

toAA’nship. He Avas married NoAmmber 29, 1888, to IMargaret

Quealey, daughter of Patrick and Margaret Gorman Quealey,

natHes of Ireland, aaJio came to America in 1853, the father

securing employment on a railroad. In 1851 they came to Minne-

sota taking up a homestead of 160 acres in Eagan tOAvnship,

AAdiere they built a home and engaged in agriculture, increasing

their land Avith 160 acres at one time and seA'enty-seA’en acres

later. The father died April 16, 1886, and the mother October

9, 1881, IMr, and IMrs. Hyland hav'e had six children: EdAvard

C,, Avho manages the farm, IMarie E. and Thomas L., Avho are at

home and three children Avho are deceased, IMr. Hyland has been

director of school district 11 for ten years. He is interested in

the Rosemount creamery and also the Star Telephone Company.

He belongs to the IModern AVoodmen, of Avhich he Avas one time

manager; the United AAMrkmen, and the A. 0. H. In his political

belief he is a Democrat, and in religion a communicant of the

Catholic Church. He is interested in the early history of the

county as Avell as in its groAAdh and dcAmlopnient, and has joined

the Junior Pioneers of Minnesota.

James Scott Avas born in Ireland, October 11, 1812, He came

to America Avith his parents, Thomas and Alary Al. (Coburn)

Scott, and settled in Philadelphia, then Avent to St, Paul, and

in 1855 took a homestead of 160 acres of land in Lebanon tOAAUi-

ship. The father prepared this land for cultivation, built a

home and other buildings, and continued to cultivate the farm

in a general AAmy until his death, April 29, 1871, The mother

died in September, 1888. James receHed his education in the
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public schools of Philadelphia and later in IMinnesota, taking up
farming as soon as his school days were over on the home farm.

At the age of twenty-one he purchased 140 acres of land and
has since continued to cany on farming very successfully. Mr.

Bcott is single and one of a family of six children: AY. J., who
lives in Lebanon

;
Mary, who is at home with her brother

;
Eliza,

David (deceased), and Thomas, who live in Lebanon. Mr. Scott

is a veteran of the Civil AVar, having enlisted in Company P,

Second Alinnesota Cavalry, December 4, 1863, serving until De-

cember 14, 1865, when he was honorably discharged at Fort

Snelling. lie is a Republican in ])olitics, has served as town

supervisor for the past twenty-live years, and has held the office

of clerk of district 17 for the long period of thirty-five years.

He l)elongs to the Episcopal Church.

Jacob Danner was born in Inver Grove township, April 8,

1870, son of John and Catherina (Grenzar) Danner, natives of

Germany, where the father was a miller. They came to America

in 1859 and settled in Cincinnati, Ohio, remaining a year, after

which they came to Alinnesota and purchased 160 acres of land

in Inver Grove township. This land the father cleared and

improved and built a log house, in which they lived, carrying

on general farming. In 1876 they sold this farm and bought

120 acres in Rosemount township, Avhere they built a home, barn

and other outbuildings, and engaged in general farming until

the death of the father in February, 1890, the mother having

passed away in 1876. Jaeol) received his education in the public

schools of the township and also attended the German parochial

school in St. Paid. After leaving school he took up farming at

home and in 1890, upon the death of his father, came into pos-

session of the homestead, where he has since continued to carry

on genei'al farming and stock i-aising. He also has some prop-

erty interests in St. Paul. In Alareh, 1900, he was married to

Christina Linkert, daughter of Jacob and Mary (Knapp) Linkert,

natives of Germany, who came to America and engaged in farm-

ing in Lelianon township, where they still reside. Mr. and

Ml’S. Danner have four children: Alartin E., Otilda, Evelyn

and Christina E. Air. Danner is a Republican in iiolitics. He
is a director of school district No. 20. The family faith is that

of the German Lutheran Church.

John Weichselbaum, now deceased, was born in Bavaria,

Germany, February 9, 1831. AYhen he was twenty-five years old

he emigrated to America and spent two years in New Y^ork, one

year in Utica and one year in Ohio. May 1, 1856, he arrived in

Lakeville, where he at once began to work at his trade of

carpenter. For one year, from 1873 to 1874, he entered into

partnership with John Aloran and R. AIcClintock in a general
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store, ])ut most of his time was spent at his trade. He enlisted

in 186d in the Second IMinnesota Cavalry and was discharged

from the service in 1865. In 1867 he homesteaded sixty-three

and one-half acres of land in section 30, on the shores of Prairie

lake, in Lakeville township, and bnilt a home. On account of

the beautiful location and natural advantages of the place he was

induced to erect a summer hotel, which he did in 1882. He also

built three cottages and put on boats for the use of his guests.

He contiimed to erect luiildings until he had nine cottages and

subsec|uently added still another hotel*. He was married, in 1855,

to IMargaretta Gleisbach, a native of Oermany. They were the

parents of eight children, six of whom are living : iMary, mar-

ried to T. B. McKelvy, formerly county superintendent of schools

of Dakota county, now of Fresno, Cal. ; Charles, now of Excel-

sior ; Sophia, married to i\Iilton Verrell, of Minneapolis, Minn.

;

Emma, married to Frank Pool, of Eureka township; Frank, who
manages the homestead; and Joseph, who is also at home. The

mother tiled November 15, 1900. and tlie father, who caught a

bad cohl at the funeral, followed her to the grave December 24.

the same year.

Frank Weichselbaum was born on the homestead Avhere he

resides, in Lakeville tOAvnship, January 2, 1868. He received his

education in the public schools and ahvays remained at home.

Avhere upon the death of his father he, in partnership Avith his

brother Joseph, bought the entire estate, 1o Avhich they have since

added several cottages. The tine bathing lieach and the shade

Avhich the many trees afford make it one of the most desirable

of locations in this section of the county. Mr. 'Weichselbaum

Avas inanued, NoA^ember 28, 1895, to Mamie Magnuson, Avho Avas

l)orn in Minneapolis, March 10, 1872, daughter of Nels F. and

Johanna L. (Monson) Magnuson, natiA'es of »SAveden. The father

Avas born October 3, 1841, and the mother February 14. 1845, and

Avere the jAarents of six children, of Avhom liAm are living

:

Mamie AYeichselbaiun
;
Charlie L., of Bethel, Anoka county; Ida,

married to Joseph Miller, of Minneapolis; Amelia, married to

Julius Johnson, of Minneapolis; and Jennie, also in Jlinueapolis.

The father died October 2, 1901, and the mother folloAved him

to the graAm the next year, July 3. Jlr. and i\Irs. AYeichselbaum

havm six children; Mamie F., born September 10, 1896; Mar-

garet L., September 16, 1897; Charlotte E., December 28, 1898;

Alice S., December 26, 1900; Edith AL, April 3, 1905; John F'red-

rick, December 24, 1907. Mr. AA’^eichselbaum is a member of the

A. 0. U. AY. and Modern AYoodmen, and he and his Avife belong

to the AI. B. A. Airs. AYeichselbaum is a communicant of the

SAvedish Lutheran Church of Anoka, Alinn.
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Thomas J. Rowe was ))orn at Inver Grove tOAvnsliip, March 20,

1878, son of James and Maria (Brown) Rowe, natives of Ireland

and America. The father, who was a farmer and also had fol-

lowed steamboating', came to this country many years ago and
locateil in Rich Valley, where he purchased 120 acres of laud,

carrying on a general line of farming. In this he was successful

and adtled to his land until he had in all 520 acres. He has now
retired and lives on a small plot of twenty acres, which he works.

Thomas was educated in the Fine Bend public schools and worked
with his father on the farnl. In 1899 he purchased 120 acres in

Rosemouut townshii? and has carried on general farming and

stock raising, having about 100 acres under cultivation. He was
married, January 10, 1900, to Elizal)eth Sullivan, daughter of

Patrick and Annie (Dane) Sullivan, natives of Ireland, who came
to America and located in AYashington county, Alinnesota, where

they engaged in farming. There the mother died in 1897 and the

father in 1900, Air. and Airs. Rowe have two children: Alaria C.

and Thomas A. Air. Rowe is a member of the A. 0. IT. and Alodern

AA'oodmen and usually votes the Democratic ticket. The family

faith is that of the Catholic Church.

Timothy O’Leary, of Lakeville, was born in county Cork, Ire-

land, June 4, 1838, and came to America in Alay, 1861, direct

to Boston, where he remained a short time, after which he went

to Concord, N. II., and engaged in railroad work. In August,

1862, he enlisted in the Twelfth New Hampshire Volunteer In-

fantry and served until the close of the war. He Avas wounded
in the battle in front of Petersburg, June 24, 1864, but was able

to return to his duties in the army after about six months and

was discharged at Concord, N. H., Jiily 1, 1865. He then remained

in Concord until in October, Avhen he came to Alinnesota, reached

Hastings by boat and continued on to Faribault by stage. Here

he Avas employed in building the Alihvaukee railroad for four

years. On September 19, 1869, he came to Lakeville and was

engaged as section foreman and roadmaster until 1886. He
erected the first dwelling liouse in Lakeville village in 1872 and

in 1874 built a hotel, Avhieh he successfully conducted for some

years. He also OAvned a farm adjoining the village, Avhich he

operated in connection Avith his other enterprises, but after 1901,

when his hotel burned, he devoted all his time to his farm and

built a fine ten-room house, AAdiere he lived. In 1905 he retired

from active life and sold his farm. Air. O’Leary Avas married,

October 14, 1865, to Mary Alurphy, born in Ireland in 1838,

daughter of John and Alargaret Alurphy, natives of Ireland, avIio

came to this country about 1851 and located in LoAvell, ATass.

Air. and Airs. O’Leary were blessed Avith eight children: Jose-

phine, who married G. AV. Betz, a merchant at Lakeville
;
Helen,
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who lives Avith her father; John, who travels for Farwell, Osman
& Kirk, of St. Paul; Maud, Avho IKes at home; Margaret, James,

Julia and Grace (deceased). The mother died December 25,

190J. Mr. O’Leary seiwed as toAvn treasurer of LakeAulle toAvn-

ship for several years and is noAv a member of the board of super-

visors, as he has been for the past eight years. He Avas president

of the school board of district 100 for tAveuty-tive years, but

resigned in 1903. He is also a member of Cauby Post, No. 47,

G. A. R., of Farmington, and belongs to the All Saints’ Catholic

Church of LakeAulle.

Charles Spilker, proprietor of the hotel at InA'er GroAm, Avas

born in Westphalia, Germany, December 20, 1852, son of G. B.

and Mary Spilker, natHes of Germany, Avhere they IKed all their

lives. He receHed his education in the schools of his native

country and in 1876 came to America and landed in Rosemount,

Avhere he remained for a short period, after AAdiich he Avent to

Minneapolis and secured employment in the soap factory, Avhere

he remained for three years, and then entered the grocery and
refreshment business in the same city. Three months later he

Avent to NeAv Orleans for the Avinter, after AAdiich he returned to

St. Paul in the spring and subseciuently took up his old position

Avith the Minneapolis Soap Factory, remaining six months. He
then entered into employment in a Avholesale grocery business

for Beaupre, Keogh & Company, St. Paul, and subsequently be-

came city salesman for August Beck & Company, St. Paul, a

Avholesale tobacco firm. A year later he engaged in the refresh-

ment business in West St. Paul. In 1886 he built the luAmr GroA'e

Hotel at Inver GroAm Aullage, which Avith the exception of fiA’e

years, AAdien he leased the property to the Theodore Hamm Brew-

ery Company, he has since conducted, operating a feed barn in

connection. He aa^s married, in 1862, to 5Iary, daughter of Peter

and Barbara Miller, natiAms of Germany and old settlers of Hen-

nepin county, where they spent the greater part of their liA^es.

Mr. and Mrs. Spilker had six children : Mary, Charles, Clara

and Anna, at home, and Gertrude in a commnt at Blue Island,

111. Theresia died Avhen three months old. Mr. Spilker is a

Democrat in politics and is trustee of the Aullage and a member
of St. Matthew’s Society. The family worship at the Catholic

Church.

G. W. Cameron, proprietor of a general store at InAmr Grove,

Avas born in Scotland in 1853, son of William and Janette (Hen-

derson) Cameron, natives of that country, aaJio in 1855 came to

Ontario, where they engaged in farming. The mother died in

1870 and the father followed her to the grave in 1897. G. W.
Cameron received his education in the public schools of Canada
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and did various labors uutil in 1870, when he decided to come to

America, lie then lived in several places and in 1883 came to

Dakota county to the village of Inver Grove, renting a farm and

engaging in general farming. In 1897 he purchased his present

l)usiness, Avhich he has since conducted with an ever increasing

trade, lie was married, in 1882, to Jane Doy, daughter of Edward
and iMargaret Eoy, natives of Ireland, who came to America and

settled in Wabasha county. They came to Dakota county in 1882,

the father dying in 1901 and the mother in 1877. Mr. Cameron
is treasiu'er of the village of Inver Grove and also postmaster.

Ill politics he is a Republican and fraternally he ai'filiates with the

South St. Paul Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and the M. AY. A., No. 1511,

of South St. Paul, of which he is a charter member.

Fred W. Bohrer, of Inver Grove township, was liorn in Frank-

lin county, Indiana, Ai>ril 22, 1818, son of George and Catherina

(AVagener) Dohrer. Tliey came to America in 1832 and spent the

lirst two years in Cincinnati, Ohio, and in 1831 went to Indiana

and located in Franklin county, where they engaged in farming.

In 1856 they came to Dakota county and settled in section 8, in

Inver Grove township, where they purchased a farm. In 1861

the father had the misfortune to lose one of his hands. He Avas

a A'ery public spirited man and took an active part in all the

affairs of the county, lie served on the l)oard of commissioners

for fifteen years and Avas a member of the board Avhen the present

court house Avas built. lie also served on the tOAvn board for

tAventy years and heljAed to lay out roads all over the county.

There Avere three children in the Bohrer home: Rosina, married

to Ambrose Ki-ech, a fanner of InAMU' GroA^e toAvnship; F. AA".,

the subject of this sketch
;
and Jacob, Avho liA^es in St. Paid..

Fred W. resides on a farm of fifty acres, located on the banks

of the Alississippi, Avhich he calls the Riverside Farm. He OAvned

at one time over 300 acres, but Avhich he has noAV diAuded Avith

the family. He Avas married, in 1868, to Enielia Bartz, daughter

of Fred Bartz, a native of Germany, and they Avere the parents

of eiglit children : Clara, married to Chas. Krech, a farmer of

this toAvnship ; Henry AA’’., aaIio liAms on the old homestead; Lydia,

Avho lives Avith her brother, Henry; AA^illiam J., aaJio Avorks out;

and Cecelia, at home. The mother of these children died in 1901

and in July, 1908, Mr. Bohrer Avas married to Lena Haas, who
had five children: Theodore, Gertrude, Lizzie, Emily and Annie.

For the last three years Mr. Bohrer has taken care of the gov-

ernment lighthouse Merrimae and also does some truck farming.

He is an independent voter and is at present serving as constable,

which office he has held for a number of years. He belongs to

the Lutheran Church.
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Cyrus Miller Kingsley, wliose name is honored as one of the

pioneers of the county, Avas horn in AVilliamsburg, Mass., March

8, 1831. lie learned the carpenter trade and at the age of tAventy-

one, haA’ing decided to go out into the Avorld and seek his for-

tune, he started AAuth a capital of seventeen dollars for Port

Jervis, N. Y^., Avhere he remained until June, 1852, AAdien he AAmnt

to Peoria, 111.; subsequently going to DelaAmu, a toAvn near

Peoria, Avhere he built a small house. He left this place for

Galena, 111., the same year. Later, having determined to visit

his brother DAvight in St. Paul, he boarded a steamer and arrived

at that place September 12, 1852. He failed to find his brother,

hoAvever, until the folloAving month, hut nothing daunted he

secured Avork at his trade. ToAvard the last of October his brother

arriAmd from TraAmrse de Sioux, Avhere he had been for a time,

and told of the brighter prospects he had at this place, so the

l)rothers built a boat, AAdiich they stocked Avith proA'isious and

bedding, tools, etc., and started Xovember 10, 1852, for the neAV

place, then called TraA'erse de Sioux, but uoav knoAA'ii as St. Peter,

Alinu. They arrived at Little Rapids, and being obliged to stop

found it necessary to build a tire to scare aAvay the Avolves, Avho

kept up a continuous hoAvling all night. In the morning they had

their goods taken to St. Peter by team and Cyrus secured employ-

ment at lieAving timber until spring, Avhen he Avent to AVork for

Dodd on the Dodd road construction. June 1, 1853. he started

back to St. Paul, liaAung a pocket compass for his guide. In

passing through Eureka tOAvnship he admired the laud there and

in July, 1854, he, Avith his brother DAvight L. and Ben Caskey,

Avent to Eureka tOAAUiship and located a claim. His first farming

implements AA'ere an ax and scythe and he built his first house

of logs 10x20 feet, the roof of Avhicli he covered Avith elm bark.

He sold this claim to Sam Bean in 1855 and pre-empted 160 acres

in section 8 in the same tOAvnship, Avhere he built another log-

house, bringing the lumber for coA-er from Ylinneapolis. In

December, 1858, he returned to his boyhood home after an al)-

sence of seAmu years. Alarch 17, the folloAving year, he Avas mar-

ried to Susan James Pynchon, born in Chestei'field, Alass., August

10, 1832, daughter of Abner and Lilly (Bates) Pynchon, natives

of Chesterfield, Mass. The father Avas born Alarch 27, 1806, and

died January 7, 1874. The mother Avas born IMay 27, 1811, and

died September 9, 1895. Mr. and Airs. Kingsley Avere the parents

of tAvo children : Lilly Arispe, born in Eureka toAvnship,, Alay 3,

1860, and John, born November 11, 1861, both of AAdiom are still

living on their father’s homestead. Air. Kingsley Avas a member
of the tOAAm board for many years and also of the school board.

He carried on farming for many years, then thinking that a
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ciiange of climate would be beneficial to his health he went to the

coast in the autumn of 1885. October 26, 1885, he passed away
at Grants Pass, Ore. Ilis Avife died October 2, 1901. Mr. Kings-

ley's parents Avere Quartus and Polly (Miller) Kingsley, natives

of IMassacluisetts. The former Avas born October 29, 1800, and
died IMareh 25, 1872; the latter Avas born June 15, 1795, and died

one month later than her husband, April 25, 1872. They Avere

the parents of six children: Ansel R., Dwight L., Quartus, Cyrus
Miller; J\lary I., mainded to LeAU Clark, of Northampton, Mass.,

and Grace E., married to John Caskey, of Port Jervis, N. Y.

Further mention of tins distinguished family is found throughout

this history.

M. Mikkelson, of South St. Paid, Avas born in Denmark and
upon condng to the United States located in St. Paul, Avhere he

learned the meat trade, after Avhich he Avent into business for

himself on the Avest side for a short time. In 1895 he came to

South St. Paul and opened a meat market near Avhere he at

present is doing business, and continued Avith success until in

1900, Avhen he erected a iicav and modern building, where he

moved his stock. Fie noAV carries a complete stock of everything

in his line and does a big business. His building is a tAvo-story

l)rick, Avith basement, and the upper floor is used for offices. By
his Avife Lena Mr. Mikkelson has six children: Annie, Mabel,

Clara, Harry, Mary Ann and Roy. The family belongs to the

Congregational Church of South St. Paul.

Emil Gardie, president of the South St. Paul Electric Light,

PoAver and Heating Company, Avas born in St. Louis, Mo., in 1860

and Avas educated in the public schools of that city. At the age

of sixteen he started learning the engineering and machinist

trades, combined. In May, 1887, he came to South St. Paul, when
the present industries Avere having their beginnings. After Avork-

ing one season at his trade as mechanical engineer for the Bar-

nard & Record Company, he became master mechanic for the

Union Stockyards Company, remaining in this employ until 1892.

He then took up the ice, contracting and general draying business,

also opening a blacksmith shop. He supplied the local trade and

some of the packing industries. The’ high Avater caused the loss

of all his ice and his ice house, in 1897, and he Avas forced to

rebuild, in the meantime suffering great financial loss. In 1897

he became associated Avith a department of the packing business

for three months. In the spring of 1899 he engaged Avith the

Waterous Engine AYorks Company as machinist, and for four

years Avas their expert on gasoline engines, at the same time

conducting a business of his OAvn Avhich grcAV to such proportions

that he had to give it his entire attention. He also opened a

plumbing shop, noAv having an up-to-date plant on Concord street,
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and employing from eight to ten men. He was one of the organ-

izers of the Electric company of which he is president. Mr.

Gardie is secretary of the Eagles and a member of the Yeomen
and the Red Men. He was married in South St. Paul to Emma
Lineau, of AYatertown, Minn., daughter of M. F. Lineau, and one

of the first postmasters of South St. Paul. To this union have

been born five children: Norene, Victor, AYinston, and Gile. Mr.

Gardie has served as mechanical engineer for the South St. Paul

fire department, volunteer, since 1888.

Frank Tabaka was born in Champaign county, Illinois, Decem-

ber 8, 1867. He attended the common schools and then did farm

work until he became of age, Avhen he attended a business college

at Red AVing, Minn., taking a complete course. After finishing

liis studies, he rented a farm in Empire tOAvnship and engaged in

farming for one year. He then came to Lakeville toAvnship, and

rented a farm which he conducted for four years. In 1899 he

Avent to Lakeville village and entered the employ of J. C.

Garaghty in the grain elevator. Sis years after he took charge of

the elevator, it Avas sold to J. J. Hynes, of Rosemount, avIio still

retains Mr. Tabaka as manager. Mr. Tabaka Avas married Sep-

tember 26, 1899, to Lucy’Beckus, of Ncav Market, Minn., Avhere

she Avas born June 21, 1878. They had tAvo children: Marie, born

August 8, 1900, and Margaret, born Octolier 10. 1906. Mr. Tabaka

OAvns a farm of 10 acres of land in section 29, and has a fine home
in the village, a brick block and a residence property A\diich he

rents. He is a stockholder in the bank, the Star Telephone Com-
pany and the Dan Patch Air Line, Avhieh latter is noAv under

construction. Fraternally he affiliates Avith the Catholic Order of

Foresters. He belongs to the All Saints Catholic church. In

politics he is independent.

The parents of Mr. Tabaka, John and Margaret (Oberst)

Tabaka, Avere natiAms of Germany and came Avith their parents to

this country, the father at the age of tAveHe years and the mother

at the age of one year. They Avere married in AViseonsin and

Avent to Champaign county, Illinois, and bought eighty acres of

laud of the railroad company at if^l.25 per acre. The same laud is

noAV Avorth $150.00 per acre. Their fir.st home Avas a sod house

on the prairie, Avhere Frank Avas born. After a period they moved
to Chicago, lived there at the time of the great fire in 1871, and

tAvo or three years later returned to the farm, remaining until

1879. Then they Avent to Hastings, and in the fall of 1880 they

moved to AYrmillion tOAvnship on the Jacob Lenf farm; then to

the George Barker farm in Empire tOAAmship, Avhere they IHed

tAvehm years. Then they Avent to Crystal Lake on a farm, remain-

ing three years. From there they returned to Empire toA\mship

to the Gillett farm, formerly the A. A. Day farm, and later they
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l)ui-cluised tile i)resent homestead of 320 acres of the south part of

this farm. Tliey were the parents of twelve eldldren, all of whom
ai'(‘ liviiiy ; Lena, married to B. Brost, of Lakeville

;
Frank, of

Jjakeville; Nick, of Fargo, N. D.
;
Antliony, of Lakeville; Kate,

mari-i(*d to Frank Ledo, of >St. Paul; Anna, married to Charles

iMarmer, of Hastings; .Susie, married to j\Iat. Berres, of Lakeville;

dolin, of Fargo, N. 1).; .Josephine, married to Frank Patient, of

St. Paul; Lawi'ence, living near Didutli; and Charles, at home.

O’lu' mother died April 23, 1893.

Joseph Peters is a native horn son of this county, having first

seen the ligid of day on the homestead where he now resides in

limpire township, .Tune 29, 1891. He received Ids education in

the pul)lic Schools and upon completing his studies took up farm-

ing at home. He now owns 320 acres of good land in Empire
township and carries on general farming and stock raising, also

dairyijig, disposing of tlie milk to St. Paul. He is a successful

and up-to-date farmer, and has improved his land and buildings

in many ways. He has been a member of tlie legislature three

successive- tei-ms, from Dakota county, 1903-1907-1909, and has

also held minoi' offices in the township in which he lives, having

been assessoi’ for tlie past tifteen years and member of the school

lioai-d of district 79 for a numlier of terms, all of which testifies

to the esteem in which he is held l)y the people in his com-

muinty. He was marided in 1907 to Mary L. Mahoney, daughter

of .John Mahoney, an old settler of the county, and to them has

been born one daughter, klary Lucille. i\Ir. Peters is democratic

in Ids political views, and he associates himself with the A. 0. U.

W. of Lakeville, the I. 0. bb of Kosemount, the sous of Herman and

the O. A. H. S. The parents of Mr. Peters were Richard and

.Sarah E. (.Soule) Peters, natives of Vermont, who came to Min-

nesota in 1859, settled on a farm in section 9, Empire township,

and engaged in farming and stock raising. The father died in

1891 and the mother followed her husband to the grave in 1894.

Alexander A. Scott, was born in Canada, October 21, 1854,

son of Pider and Anna Scott, who canu' to Hastings in 1867,

where the father followed his trade of tailor. He died .June 30,

1902, and the mother is still livdng. Alexamb-r came to Hastings

with his parents and here received his education. For three years

he clerked in a store and then worked for .1. IT. Preston in the

art gallery for seven years, after which he went into business

for himself, and has met with much success. August 2, 1894, he

was married to Nettie .Johnson, of Hastings. Her father died in

1908, but her mother is still living. IMr. and Mrs. Scott have three

children: Clifford, born November, 1895
;
Ella, born August, 1897,

and George, born November 1, 1900. Mr. Scott is an honored
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member of the Masons, and the M. AY. A., and the family attends

the Presbyterian church.

David T. Quealy, proprietor of the automobile garage of Has-

tings, was born in Eagan township on Alay 12, 1862, son of Pat-

rick and Alargaret (Gorman) Quealy, natives of Ireland, Avho

came to this country in 1817 and located in Pennsylvania, remain-

ing until 1852, Avhen they came to Alinnesota and settled in Eagan

tOAvnship, Avhere they took up and deA-eloped a homestead of 160

acres of wild land. Later they acc|uired another place of 160

acres in the same toAvnship, and some time liefore the death of the

father, Alarch 24, 1885, 160 acres was acquired in Burnsville.

David attended the district schools and took a course at the

Curtiss Business College of St. Paul, after Avhich he assumed

management of the homestead under his father, and at the death

of the latter took entire charge, until 1889, Avhen he became

county treasurer and served until January 1, 1909. Aside from

his duties of treasurer he opened a heating and plumbing estab-

lishment in 1906, at Hastings, AAdiich he conducted, later adding

an automobile garage and repair department. His quarters be-

came too small for his large business, and in 1908 he erected a

fine building on the corner of Vermillion and Third streets, Avhere

he moved his stock. This building has a capacity of nineteen

automobiles. He candes a large stock of heating and plumbing

apparatus, and besides this OAvns 200 acres of land in Lake-

Aulle township, 130 acres in Inver GroA’e township, 240 acres in

Canada, all improved farms, Avhich he rents. Air. Quealy Avas

married June 7, 1889, to Susan Hyland, daughter of Thomas and

Alary Alahoney Hyland, natHes of Ireland, Avho came to America

in 1853 and settled in Rosemount toAAmship, AA’here they engaged

in farming. Air. and Airs. Quealy liaA’e a large family of children.

Fraternally Air. Quealy affiliates Avith the AI. AY. A., the A. 0.

U. AA"., the C. 0. F., the K. of C., and the A. O. II. He is a Demo-
crat in politics, and served as chairman of the board of super-

A'isors of Eagan tOAvnship for fifteen years. The family faith is

that of the Catholic church.

M. G. Shumway Avas born on the homestead Avhere he noAV

resides in Castle Rock toAAmship, June 29, 1877, son of II. AA".

and June E. ShuniAvay, iiatiA^es of Alassaehusetts and Ncav Y"ork,

respectiA^ely, Avho moA^ed to AA'isconsin in the early days and

took up a homestead of 160 acres, AAdiich the father cleared and

improved, remaining until 1860, AAdien he came to Alinnesota and

bought 160 acres in Castle Rock toAAuiship. After one year he

returned to AYisconsin and remained there until 1866, AA-hen he

came back to his farm in Castle Rock, built a home and other

buildhigs, and conducted general farming operations until he

retired, in 1894. He is still living, but the mother died October
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IG, 1900. lil. G. Shunuvay received a common school education

and Avorked at home. Upon the retirement of his father, he took

entire charge of the liome ijlace. The farm is Avell improved and

has good huihlings. i\lr. ShuniAvay Avas married January 5, 1902,

and has one son, llaymond Lloyd. Mr. ShuniAvay is the OAvner of

a valuable })ateid, and manufactures his OAvn product, having a

Avide market throughout the United States.

Michael Rowe Avas l)orn in County Kildare, Ireland, in 1889,

son of .John and Mary KoAve, natives of Ireland, Avho came to this

country in 181)2, locating in Ncav Orleans, Avhere the father en-

gaged in vai-ious labor for one and a half years, after Avhich they

moved to Alton, 111., remaining about five years. In 1858 they

came to Minnesota and located at Rosemount toAvnship, taking iq)

a homestead of IGO acres, Avhieh they cleared and improved,

living foi- some time in a log cabin. The father dieil in 1888,

the mother having passed aAvay in 1869. iMichael Avas educated

in the schools of Ireland. In 1852 he came to America AAuth his

parents and Avorked at various labor. At Alton, 111., he Avorked

in a foundiy, and AA'hen his parents came to Minnesota he came

Avith them, i-emaining but a short time, lioAveAmr, before return-

ing to Illinois, later going to loAva. In 1865 he came back to

Ivosemoiint tOAvnship, and purchased 80 acres of land. Tiater he

bought 80 more and now farms 192 acres, engaging also in rais-

ing stock. He Avas married in 1866 to .Jane Day, daughter of

Patrick and Ellen (Sullivan) Day, natives of Ireland, Avho came

to America in the early days. The mother lived several years

in Canada, Avhere her parents had 200 acres at Fort Daniel, AAdiich

they sold before coming to Rosemount. Mr. and klrs. RoAve are

the parents of six children ; .James, of (Minneapolis, employed

in the Great Noidhern Railroad office; Simon, of (Montana, a car-

penter; Henry, a farmer of (Montana; (Michael F., also of Mon-

tana; Patrick, at home; and (Mary A., of St. l^aul, emj)loyed in a

tele])hone office. (Mic Roavc is a Democrat in his political vieAvs,

and the family faith is that of the Catholic church.

Fred C. Pryor, of Castle Rock toAvnship, is a native born

son, having first seen the light of day December 6, 1875, on the

old homestead, Avhere he still resides. His parents Avere Henry

and Elizabeth (King) Pryor, natives of Nova Scotia and Eng-

land, ]‘espectively. The father, a farmer, located in Iffiescott,

AVis., and subsopiently came to (Minnesota, purchasing 160 acres

of land in Castle Rock toAAuiship, AAdiich he improAmd in various

Avays, eventually increasing his holdings to 560 acres. He i-etired

from active farm life in 190J, and moAmd to Northtield, Avhere

they still reside. Henry Pryor is a A^eteran of the Civil AYar,

having seiwed in Company Ji^, Eighth Alinnesota Volunteer In-

fantry. in the Indian campaign and in the South. Fred C. re-
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ceived his education at the public school of the township, and

attended the agricultural school at Minneapolis for one year.

After his studies were completed he took up farming at home,

and since 1903, Avith his brothers, AYilliani T., Kohert K., and

Alexander, has conducted the home farm, making a specialty of

raising fine stock. iMr. Pryor is also the manager of the Farmers’

EleA'ator at Castle Rock, and has been engaged in buying and

selling grain since November 1, 1908. Besides the four sons in

the family there are two daughters, Gertrude E., married to

II. L. Moody, of Minneapolis, and Nellie B., Avho lives at home.

The subject of this sketch is an independent A'oter. The family

faith is that of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Pryor is

a member of the IModern AVoodmen, and is a stockholder and

director of the Farmers’ Elevator at Castle Rock.

Hans Plan, of Inver GroA’e township, Avas Imrn in SchleiA'inch,

Rentsburg, Germany, August 26, 1819, son of Jacob and Eva
Plan, natiA'es of Germany, avIio emigrated to this country in 1871

and located at Inver GroAm toAvnship, later going to Wabasha
county and subseciuently moving to South Dakota, Avhere the

father died. The mother returned to Alinnesota and ended her

days at the home of her daughter in AA'inona. Hans received his

education in the public schools of his natiA-'e country, and took

up farming. In the early sixties he came to America and located

in AVinona, Alinn. lie left AA'inona and Avent to Jackson county,

this state, AAliere he took up a homestead of 160 acres of land,

remaining until 1873, Avhen he came to IiiA'er GroA^e toAvnship and

engaged in farming and truck gardening, also fruit groAviug,

marketing his products in St. Paul. lie Avas married in 1877 to

Emma Bester, daughter of Charles and Alary Bester, natWes of

Germany and old settlers of Inver GroA^e, Avhere they home-

steaded land on AA'hich they farmed until death. Air. and Airs.

Plan liaAm a family of seven children : Jacob, Henry, Charles,

Emelia, Emma, Ida, and Louise. Air. Plan has a good home and

has made many improA'ements on his farm and buildings. He is

a charter member of the St. Paul GroAvers’ Association. He has

served as chairman of the tOAvn board for seA'eral years past and

still occupies that position. For six years he has been president

of the school board of his distinct. Air. Plan is independent in

his political aucavs, and belongs to the German Lutheran church,

in Avhieh he takes an actiAm part.

Thomas Tierney, of Castle Rock toAvnship. Avas born in Ire-

land February 15, 1833, son of Nicholas and Alary (HilD Tierney,

natiAms of that country, Avhere the father Avas overseer of a large

estate, Avhich position he held up to the time of his death. The

mother came to this country and made her home Avith a daugh-

ter in Ohio, Avhere she died tAvo years later. Thomas Tierney
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received liis education in the common schools of his native coun-

tjy, and wlien lie liad reached his nineteenth year decided to come
to America. He arrived in New York, klay, 1852, and came
directly to IMinnesota, settling in Eice connty, where he took up
a claim and worked on it, improving and cultivating the land

until the outbreak of the Civil AVar, Avhen he enlisted in Company
K. Fifth Alinnesota Volunteer Infantry, and served until the

close of the Avar. He received his honoralile discharge and after be-

ing musteriHl out returned to Alinnesota, sold his claim in Rice

county, purchased eighty-tive acres of improved laud in Castle

Hock toAvnship. He has noAv a tine place of 350 acres of Avhieh

over 200 is under the ploAv. This farm is conducted by his sons,

and h(‘ and his Avife are living a retired life. He Avas married in

SeptemOci', 1867, to Alary Sullivan, daughter of John and Nancy
Sullivan, natives of Ireland Avho emigrated to the United States

in 1853, and located near Stamford, Conn., and carried on farm-

ing until 1861 Avhen they came Avest, bought a farm in Castle

Rock toAvusldj) and canned on farming operations until 1867

when tlu> father met his death by being throAvn from a horse.

To Air. and Airs. Tierney have been horn seven children: Alice

Julia. Avho graduated from the Normal School at AAdnona, and is

noAV ])rincipal of a school at Fargo, N. D.
;
John EdAvard, in the

Iheatrical business at Sioux City, loAva.; Alary Rose, married to

llerherl Day, avIio conducts a cement and block business at

Bagley, Alinn.; Arthur and Philip Avho conduct the home farm;

Charles N., avIio is in the real estate business at Spokane, AAmsh.,

a graduate of the Univ'ersity of Alinnesota; and Dillon P., Avho

is a graduate of the UniAmrsity of Alinnesota and also of Yale

University Class of 1908, AAdiere he took a forestry course, being

noAV in the employ of the goAmrnment in Alontana in the forestry

department. Air. Tierney is a Republican in politics and takes a

great interest in the affairs of the community in AAdiich he lives.

He has been on the school board of district 53 for a number of

years, serving part of the time as treasurer. He is a member
of the G. A. R., and the family faith is that of the Roman
Catholic church.

Robert Van Asten, South St. Paul dairyman, Avas born in Ger-

many, July 10, 1860, son of AA^illiam Van Asten, aaJio was also in-

terested in dairying. After leaving school he took up his present

hixsiness, and has met Avith considerable success, noAv OAvning a

herd of cattle, a pleasant home and some city lots. Pie and his

Avife, Amelia, attend the German Lutheran Church, or South St.

Paul. Air. Van Asten had a sister and a brother. The former,

Annie, is dead, and the latter, Carl, lives in Kansas City.

.Andrew J. Ward is a luuAber merchant, contractor and builder

of Rosemount. He Avas born in Eagan tOAvnship, October 24, 1860,
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and attended the public schools of the township remaining at

home AYorking on the farm until 1891, Avhen he took up con-

tracting and building. In NoA^ember, 1902, he bought the Rose-

mount lumber yard from the St. Croix Luml)er Co., and added

a factory, AAdiere he manufactures doors, sash and blinds. He
carries a full line of cement, lime and hair, furnishes estimates

and draAA’s plans for buildings. About 20 men are employed in

his establishment. He AA’as elected mayor of the A’illage in 1909,

and preAuous to that had serA'ed on the council for ten years. In

October, 1906, he aa’os married to Anna Gibbons, daughter of

Patrick and Anna Gibbons, nath'es of Ireland. They came to

America and located in Rosemount tOAA’nship Avhere they engaged

in farming, the father later entering into business AAuth IMichael

Comer in Rosemount. He died in 1887, but the mother still IHes

on the homestead. Mr. and i\Irs. Y"ard liaAm one child, AndreAA"

J., Jr. Mr. MMrd is a member of the I. 0. F., and A. 0. H. In

politics he is a Democrat and the family faith is that of the Roman
Catholic church. Thomas and Catherine MYrd, parents of

AndreAV J. AYard, AAmre natHes of Ireland. They came to America

in 1850 and after Ihdng in Massachusetts three years, moAmd to

St. Paul and remained there eighteen months, the father serving-

on the police force. In 1851 they located in Dakota county Avhere

they improved eighty acres and remained until 1867, in Avhich

year they sold out, purchasing 160 acres in Empire toAAmship

Avhere they erected a home and general farm buildings, carrying-

on farming operations until the father's death in October, 1891,

the mother having passed aAvay in 1889.

A. C. Messenger, of South St. Paul, Avas born in Virgil, Cort-

land county, NeAv York. He receiA^ed his education at his natwe

place and later learned the trade of cabinet maker, sei-A-ing three

years as apprentice, after this he Avorked tAvo years in different

places. October 2, 1851, he married Helen M. Seamans, also a

natiAm of Virgil, born in 1832. SeA^en Aveeks after their marriage

they started for the Avestern country, spending seA’eral months

in Chicago Avhere Air. Messenger Avas foreman in a large cabinet

and chair factory. They Avent from there to Quincy, 111., Avith

the intention of going on to California, but through the influence

of friends, came to Minnesota instead, IMr. IMessenger arrhung

July, 1852, and Mrs. Messenger in September the same year.

Here Mr. Messenger Avas chiefly engaged at his trade of cabinet

making and carpentering, and also operated a steam engine in a

cabinet factory. In 1855 he took up a claim, Avhich Avas later

purchased by the Clark-Bryant ImproA-ement Company, and is

noAv a part of South St. Paul. In 1862 he enlisted in Co. II, 7th

IMinnesota Volunteer Infantry, and was transferred to the Vet-

eran Reserve Corps, Avhere he serA^ed until the close of the Avar,
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)-(‘ceiviug his lionorahle discharge August 11, 1865. Mr. and Mrs.

Messenger were the parents of a large family of children. Be-

fore her marriage, i\lrs. IMessenger taught school for several

years, aiul was also a writer of some note, having contribided

considerahle of her work to several journals.

Columbus Stebbins, for twenty-one years a i)romiuent jour-

nalist of Minnesota, was horn in Cincinnati, Ohio, April 30, 1825,

a son of Alanson and Elizaheth (Shafer) Stehhins, of immediate

New England ancestry. Tie spent his early young manhood in

Indiana. In 1846 Ik* imrchased the “Spirit of the AYest,’’ and

changed tlie name to “Independent.” In the spring of 1857 he

moved his [>aper to Hastings, dating the first issue here, July 25.

Aft(‘i‘ sev(*ral years he consolidated with Irving Todd, and the

“Oazette” liad its heginning. Alarch 4, 1878, Air. Stehhins dis-

j)osed of his interest to Air. Todd. Air. Stelihins was a staunch

Kepuhlican, and att(*nded the state convention in Indiana which

organized tlu* Kepuhlican party—one of the first state conven-

tions of its kind in tlu* country, lie was chairman of the Republi-

can state central committee of Alinnesota in 1868, and was always

active in the Avork of the party. Just after the close of the Civil

War h(* spent two s(*a.sons at Washington, D. C., as clerk in the

house de])artment. November 2, 1858, Air. Stehhins mai-ried

Alary E. E(*men, and to this union were horn three daughters.

Alary Ellen, Kate L., and Jessie Alaud(*. Ah*. Stehltins died

December 21, 1878.

David Libby Thompson, now deceased, was ])rominently

ideiititied with the industrial activities of Hastings, and had his

]>art in tin* general commercial ui)huihling of the city, lie was a

good business man, honest and ni)right in all his dealings so much
so that he Avas often called, “Honest Dave Thompson.” He Avas

horn in A^orke, Alaine, Alarch 17, 1848, of early New England

ancesli-y. He i-eceived his education in the schools of his native

state, and in 1867 at the age of nineteen years lie came to Hast-

ings and engaged for a time in grain buying in partnership Avith

his brother AAdlliam II. and James A. Smitli. ’Later he formed a

partnership Avith the latter gentleman, and they became the lead-

ing gi'aiu buyers in this section of the state. After the death of

Air. Smith, Air. Thompson conductetl the business alone until his

retirement in 1893. He died February 28, 1908. Air. Thompson

Avas married July 11, 1878 to Johanna A. Buechuer, of Buffalo

City, Alinn., aaJio died January 5, 1880, leaving tAvo children.

Adelaide AI, teaches school in Alontana, and Stetiara A. married

N. J. Steffen, of Appleton, Alinn. September 22, 1890, Air. Thomp-

son married Jennie E. Kingston, daughter of Paid and Anna L.

(Young) Kingston, natives respectively of New AMrk state and

Langshire, England. The mother came to America as a child.
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and was married to Paul AYung, in iMontreal, Canada. They

came to iUinnesota in 1859 and took np farming, the father dying

in California, January 7, 1888, while on a pleasure trip. The

mother is still living in Jlarshan township. IMr. Thompson was a

Kepublican in politics, and a member of the IMasonic order. Ilis

religion was that of the Presbyterian church.

Edwin P. Ruh, manager of the Star Telephone Co., was born

in Eureka township, January 17, 1867, a son of Ole P. and Mary
(Knutson) Kuh. He was educated in the common schools and

remained on the home farm until twenty-two years of age, when
he opened a general store in Eureka township, near Chub lake,

which he conducted about eight years, at the same time managing

his father’s farm. He then moved the store to the farm and still

conducts it, also managing the farm. In 1905 he Avas elected to

his present position as manager of the Star Telephone Co. Mr.

Kuh married Ida C. Forstrom, born in Eureka toAviiship, February

27, 1877, daughter of Ole and Petsy (Thompson) Forstrom, old

settlers. (Mrs. Ridi. died IMay 7, 1905. To Mr. and (Mrs. Kuh Avere

l)orn four children, Bertha M., Jule, Laura C. and Ole Peter. (Mr.

Ruh is a Prohibitionist and seiwed as toAvn clerk sixteen years.

P. H. King, proprietor of King's Hotel, in South St. Paul, Avas

born in Ireland, sixty-nine years ago, son of James King, an early

pioneer. P. II. Avorked for his father as a hoy and at the age

of seA'enteen Avorked at river logging, also Avorking in a mill

SAimmers and at Avood chopping Avinters. When harvest time

came each year, he assisted his father on the farm, and besides

this he turned over to his father all the money he earned else-

where. In 1867 he purchased a .small farm in Yermillion tOAvn-

ship ami hroAight its feAv acres to a high degree of cultHation.

He later moved to the city of St. Paul. Subsequently he disposed

of his farm, and also of the old homestead, Avhich in the meantime

he had purchased. About 1892. he purchased the hotel property

in South St. Paul, and has since conducted King’s Hotel, one of

the leading hostelries of the city. The cafe part of the hotel is

knoAvn as “The Jlint." Jlr.- King Avas married in the spring of

1866 to Catherine Butler, a native of (Michigan, daughter of

MatheAV Butler. (Mrs. King has been a school teacher in both

Scott and Dakota counties. To (Mr. and Mrs. King have Imen

born eight children.

Thomas Keenealy, one of the prominent farmers of Eagan
tOAvnship, Avas born in Dakota county, August 15, 1862. son of

Richard and Catherine (O’Meara) Keenealy. natives of Ireland,

the former of AAdiom came to this country in 1846 and the latter

in 1850. The father was a farmer by A'ocation. He located in

Illinois in 1850, and in 1854 took up his residence in St. Paul,

AAdiere he engaged as a teamster on the route from St. Paul to
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^Memlota. Tlieii he removed to Ileunepin comity and purchased

a farm. In 1858 he came to Dakota comity and pre-empted 160

acres in section 82, Eagan toAvnship, carrying on general farming

until Ids death in 1884. llis wife died in 1902. In the family

were five children: Tliomas, Kichard, AValter, Mary and Ellen.

Thomas received his education in the iinblic schools of his

neighborhood and took up farming with his father, lie now owns
160 acres, his farm being a part of the old Black Dog tract. He
also owns 107 acres of the old homestead. He carries on general

farming, and has been most successful, doing consideraTle dairy-

ing and raising horses and cattle, lie is a Democrat in politics

and is serving at the i)resent time as a .justice of the peace. He
is also a member of the school board and has lieeu an aspirant for

the offices of county commissioner and state representative. Being

of a social nature lie has affiliated with the Woodmen of the

\Yorld at Alendota. Air. Keenealy was married some years ago to

Julia Keegan, daughter of Patrick and Bridget Keegan, the

former a well knoivii railroad man. The Keenealy home has been

blessed Avith thr(‘e children: Thomas, Jr., and Joseph and Alary,

who are tAA’ins.

Joseph Hurley, a pioneer of AVest St. Paul, was liorn in

County Cork, li'oland, and came to America Avith his parents,

Patrick and ElizaPeth Hurley, aaJio preempted a quarter section

in section seventeen, loAvnship twenty-eight, range twenty-tAvo, in

Avhat is noAV the city of AYest St. Paul. He married Emma
SAveency, daughter of James and Alartha Evans Sweeney, who
Avere also pioneers. At the outbreak of the CKil AA^ar, Joseph Hur-

ley enlisted in Company K, Flighth Alinnesota A^olunteer Infantry,

and served nineteen months. Among his benefactions Avas the

presenting to tlie city of AA'est St. Paul, the land AAffiere the city

hall noAV stands. His death, January 2, 1896, AAms sincerely

mourned by a Avide circle of friends. In the family Avere seven

cliildren : Alary, noAv Airs. Thomas Regan, Joseph, James, John.

Rose, Peter and Stei)hen.

James SAveeney Avas bom in Ireland, and at the age of tAAudve,

Avas left an oi'phan, at AAdiich time he came into possession of his

father’s farm. At the age of twenty-one he came to America, and

after a brief stay in Illinois, made a claim of 160 acres on a

miner’s reserve. He improved a part of this, but later rented it

and spent ten years in the lead mines of AA^isconsin. He then

came to St. Paul and made a claim in AYest St. Paul. He Avas

married, December 28, 1844, to Alartha Evans and to this union

Avere born ten children, of Avhom Emma became the Avife of

Joseph Hurley.

L. D. Hause is one of the Avide-aAvake and progressive farmers

of Dakota covxnty. He OAvns 900 acres of Avell improved land,
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raises fruit and vegetables for the St. Paul markets, and breeds

horses and shorthorn cattle. He is a native of New York state,

born in Yates county, October 2, 1854, son of Charles and IMaria

Ilause, also natives of the Empire state. The mother died in 1867

and in the spring of 1869 the father came to Minnesota and car-

ried on general farming, also teaching school for several terms,

lie died in 1904. In the family there Avere three children: L. D.,

Elizabeth, the Avife of George K. Beech, a machinist of Pontiac,

111., and Charles, avIio is noAV deceased.

L. D. received his education in the public schools of Ncav York
state and also took a seminary course, later studying business and

commerce in the Eastman Business College in Poughkeepsie, N.

Y. Upon completing his education, he came to i\Iinnesota and

farmed Avith his father until the latter’s death, since AAdiich date

he has conducted the home farm Avitli great success, adding to

his possessions from time to time. His property is largely in

Eagan toAvnship, his house being located on the site of the old

Black Dog Aullage. I\lr. Ilause has held scAmral minor toAAuiship

offices. He is a Kepublican in politics, and belongs to the Modern
AVoodmen of the AVorld, at Alendota. He Avas married in 1873,

to Alice Hale, daughter of Alark Hale, an early settler in Pose-

mount toAvnship, Avliere he Avas engaged in farming. To Air. and

Airs. Ilause liaAm been born eight children : Annie is the Avife of

Albert Stiff, of Eagan toAvnship; Charles is a carpenter, living in

St. Paul; Lillian is cashier and bookkeeper for the Ijoard of con-

trol, at St. Paul; Ethel, is noAv AIi's. Alyles, her husband being a

station agent for the Omaha railroad; Elizabeth is a school

teacher and LudAvig D., Alice and Charlotte are at home. The
family faith is that of the Episcopal church.

Ignatius Donnelly Avas born in Philadelphia, November 3, 1831.

His father, a natiAm of the Green Isle, settled in that city in 1817

and Avas an eminent physician. Ignatiirs graduated in 1849 from

the high school of his native city. He read laAV Avith Benjamin

Harris BreAA'ster. He Avas admitted to the bar in 1852 at Phila-

delphia, practiced Avith great success until 1856, AAdien he pur-

chased a large tract of land in Niningei’, this county. Here he

laid out a tOAAmsite, built a large house and at the time of the

financial panic in 1857 found himself a bankrupt. The folloAving

year he resumed the practice of his profession and in 1859 ap-

peared on the lecture platform. In the same year he Avas elected

lieutenant governor on the Republican ticket, he haAung previous

to this, been defeated in tAvo elections for a seat in the state

senate. He seiumd as lieutenant goAmrnor from January 2, 1860

to July 10, 1863, but before the expiration of his term he Avas

elected to the thirty-seventh congress. He immediately gained

prominence in that body by Avriting a letter charging that graft
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was concealed in tlie expenses estimated to carry out the stipula-

tions of the treaty made -with the Chippewa Indians. He Avas re-

elected to the tliirty-eighth and thirty-ninth cong’resses, and dur-

ing his congressiojial term advocated many important measures,

taking an advanced position in regard to popular education, and
the cnltiA'ation and i>r('servation of timher on goA'ernment lands.

He lu'came embroiled in a Avoi-dy deliate witli Elihu B. AYash-

l)nrnc, a representative from Illinois, which though it gave him a

national reputation as a Avitty and humorous speaker, Avas oue of

the prime causes AA-hich in 18(18 defeated him for re-election. The
folloAving yeai- he became a candidate for United States senator.

AVhen lie entered congress he gave up his hiAv practice, devoting

himself chietly to farming, politics, .ionrnalism and literature. He
continiK'd to act Avith the Republican party until 1870, in AA'hich

year he ran for congress at the solicitation of a number of Re-

publicans on a loAV tariff ticket. He supported Horace Greely in

1872. In July. 1871 he became editor and proprietor of the
“ Anti-Alonopolist," an exceedingly radical paper Avhich he con-

ducted for several years. He also heeame prominent in the or-

ganization of the State Farmers’ Alliance, later of the People’s

Party. He serA’ed a number of terms in the state legislature and

in 1878 Avas again candidate for Congress, this time on the Green-

hack-Dianocratie ticket. The result Avas close and he made a

sensational l)ut unsuccessful contest before tlie congressional com-

mittee on elections. During all this time Air. Donnelly Avas not

idle, he Avas almost continually editor of some kind of a iieAvs-

I)apei'. In 1880-81 he aatoIc “Atlantis,” by far his ablest book,

Avhich has been translated into French and German and reprinted

in England. Alore than tAventy editions of his “Ragnarok” haAm

been i)rinted in various languages. His greatest claim to literary

celebi'ity Avas his “Great Cryptogram,” in Avhich he endeavored

to estaldish Lord Bacon’s authorship of Shakespeare’s plays.

Later he Avrote “Caesar’s Column,” his best novel, “Dr. HiAguet”

and others. He died Avhile on a Ausit to Alinneapolis, January

1, 1901.

Hugh Derham is one of the staunch old pioneers of Dakota

county, one of that old guard of sturdy settlers Avho are spared

as an example to the younger generations of the vigor of body

and steadfastness of purpose of those men Avho fought Avith the

Avilderness to bring it under the ploAv and to make it the rich

and hal)itable connuAinity that this Aucinity is today. He was

born in County Aleath, Ireland, Alay 6, 1829, son of Patrick and

Bridget (AIcGnire) Derham, natives of Ireland, Avhere the father

engaged in farming until his death in 1863, the mother liaAung

passed away -in 1875. Hugh received his education in a private

school in Ireland, and after his school days Avere OA^er took up
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farniiug at home. In 1819 he emigTatecl to America and secured

employment on the Hudson and Delaware canal. He had the

blood of a pioneer in his viens, however, and in 1850 he decided

to try his fortune in the newer country in the west. AYhile look-

ing about for a suitable location, he worked in Alilwaukee a few

months and also farmed several years in southern YAsconsin. In

the meantime, the Sioux Indians had ceded their lands in

southern Alinnesota to the United States, and Dakota county

prairies were open for settlement. Accordingly in 1855, Air. Der-

ham came to what is now Rosemount township, and took up a pre-

emption claim of 160 acres of prairie land which he broke and

improved. At that time, Ft._Snelling Avas the center of settle-

ment in Alinnesota, and Air. Derhani Avas obliged to go to Alendota

to have his breaking ploAv made. His first home Avas a log cabin,

in Avhich he liA'ed for seA'eral years, making such improA’ements

from time to time as the elements demanded and his means per-

mitted. Only three years after his arrHal the township of Rose-

mount Avas organized. Air. Denham and AndreAA' Keegan, another

prominent resident, proposed the name of Rosemount, from the

picturesqixe Aullage of that name in Ireland. Others proposed the

name of Saratoga, but after a heated discussion, the name of

Rosemount prevailed. In 1862, the log house Avas replaced by a

comfortable residence. That same year came the call for citizen

soldiers to defend the state from the Indians aa'Iio Avere in insur-

rection, and Avhose bloody deeds Avere filling Avith horror eA*ery

family in the nortliAvest. Air. Durham left his farm and Avent to

St. Peter Avhere General (then Colonel) II. II. Sibley Avas mmster-

ing an army to defend the homes of the Alinnesota Avhites. Under

the command of Captain Joseph Anderson, PriA'ate Derhani

marched, August 25, to Xew Ulm, Avith a company of mounted

men and tAventy infantry soldiers in Avagons. The command
reached New Ulm the folloAving day. only to find the toAA’n de-

serted, the eA’acuation haA’ing taken place the day previous. Air.

Derham then returned to his farm. Avhich he diligently cultivated

to such good effect that he AA'as enabled to accpiire other property

until his possessions numbered 900 acres. He has hoAveA'er disposed

of a part of his farm and noAv oAvns 560 acres. He still occupies

the home place, and cultHates a part of it, but since 1899 he has

rented the greater part of it. Air. Derham is an honorary mem-
ber of the A. 0. H. and is also a member of the Alinnesota Terri-

torial Pioneers. A deAmut Catholic in faith, he early saAV the

necessity of a place of Avorship in the tOAAmship. Consequently

he donated six acres of suitable land, two acres now being the

location of St. Joseph’s church AA'hile four acres are cleA'Oted to

cemetery purposes. For thirty years he has been a trustee of

this parish and is still serving. His public seiwiee has been of a
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distinguished character, lie has served as chairman of the town-
ship twenty years, and for a quarter of a century has been

treasurer of school district No. 19. From 1865 to 1867 he was
a meml)er of the board of county commissioners and in 1871

Avas elected to the legislature. Aside from his farming interests

he is a stockholder in the Coates Elevator. Mr. Derham Avas

married July 26, 1858, to Mary Hurley, daughter of Morris and
Elizabeth Hurley, natives of Ireland. Mrs. Derham died February

28, 1891 and is laid to rest in the consecrated ground that her

husband donated to the church. In the family Avere six children:

Dernard Joseph died in infancy; Catherine married M. Lennehan,

of Lakeville, merchant
;
iMary married i\I. J. Kyan, of St. Paul

;

Emma lives in iMinneapolis
; Bridget has retired from the Avorld

and is noAV Sister Eose Cecelia, mother superior in the AVest Side

Convent of St. Paul; Stei>hen died at the age of three years.

Tims happy in the love and respect of his children, and in the.

]‘egard of his felloAV citizens. Air. Derham is spending his declining

years, reaping the fruit of his hard years of toil and dcAmtion.

Hamilton Clay Avas born in Illinois, in 1865. He Avent to

Adair, loAva, in 1877, and there in 1883, started to learn the

]>rinter’s trade on the “Adair NeAvs.” In 1885 he Avas married

to Carrie Cook, and this union has been blessed Avith eleA^en

ehihh'en. In 1903 he established the “Herald” in LakeAulle, but

linding the held too small he moA^ed to Farmington, in 1906. Air.

Clay is distinctively a self-made man, and is an example of Avhat

industry may accomplish, even though beset by discouragements.

Years of sickness in loAva reduced his belongings to nothing, and

he Avalked all the Avay to Lakeville Avith his AAmrldly goods

Avrapped in a bandana handkerchief. That he had assets in the

Avay of brains and energy is shown by the fact that today he has

a hue plant, Avith cylinder press, folding machine and other

modern appliances, all run by poAver. He OAvns his OAvn office

block, a lu’ick building 30 x 60, a comfortable residence in Farm-

ington, and a hue summer home farm on Lake Alarion. The

“Farmington Herald,” Avhich Air. Clay edits so ably, has a circu-

lation of 1,000. Its influence is Avide felt, and the i>aper has a

bright fidure in every Avay.

Charles Powell Adams, uoav deceased, the hrst practicing phy-

sician in Hastings, Avas liorn in Eainsburg, Bedford county, Penn-

slyvania, Alarch 3, 1831, son of AA^illiam and Nancy (PoAvell)

Adams. He was educated in Ohio, and received his diploma

in 1851. He practiced for a time in Indiana, and then came to

Hastings, reaching here NoA^ember 9, 1854, loracticing steadily

until the spring of 1861. April 22, of that year, he enlisted as a

private in the First Alinnesota Atolunteer Infantry, was elected

captain of Company II, Avas made major on the battle held of
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Autietam
;
lieutenant colonel after the first battle of Fredericks-

burg; was breveted colonel by the war department at the second

battle of Fredericksburg, and brevet brigadier general after the

battle of Gettysburg, the commission being confirmed by the sen-

ate, March 22, 1865. General Adams commanded the regiment

from December 12, 1863 until mustered out at Ft. Snelling, IMay

6, 1864, and was in every battle from Bull Eun to Gettysburg. He
was slightly wounded in the arm at Bull Eun, July 21, 1861

;

severely in the left groin at IMalvern Hills, July 1, 1862
;
severely

at Antietam, September 17, 1862 and at Gettysburg. July 2, 1863

in five places—through the left chest and lung, in the left groin,

in the left thigh, above the lower third, and in the right side of

the abdomen. He Avas left for dead and lay for five days on the

field. He Avas finally found and cared for, but had to go on a

crutch eighteen months. On being mustered out of the first three

years’ service, at AA'hich time he had partially recoA-ered from his

Avouuds, General Adams Avas recommissioned, June 16, 1864, as

major of the Independent Battalion, Minnesota CaA'alry, Avhich

Avas stationed at Ft. Abercrombie, Dakota territory. In Sept, of

the same year he Avas made lieut.-colonel and placed in com-

mand of the battalion, being also appointed commander of the

third sub-district of the district of Minnesota. January 9, 1866

he started on his first expedition against the Sioux in deep snoAv.

The second expedition Avas undertaken February 22 of the same

year. The battalion Avas miAst erect out June 16, 1866, and General

Adams resumed the practice of his profession. Dr. Adams Avas a

member of the territorial legislature in the regular and extra ses-

sions of 1856 and 1857 and AAms chairman of the committee on

incorporations. He Avas mayor of the city in 1872. At the time

of the outbreak of the AAmr, Dr. Adams Avas publishing the “Hast-

ings Democrat.”

Cyrus D. Van Vliet and Emily M. (DreAv) Van Yliet, has Avife,

Avere early pioneers, coming to Minnesota in territorial days.

They Avere natHes respectwely of Ncav York and Vermont; and

about 1857 located in Cannon Falls, Goodhue county, this state,

where Mr. Van Vliet Avorked as a farmer. March 10, 1863, they

located at Castle Eoek, purchased 160 acres, and conducted the

usual improvements and developments. I\Ir. Van Vliet enlisted in

the First IMinnesota at the outbreak of the CiAul AVar and seiwed

ninety days. In 1863 he Avas drafted, and serA’ed Avith the troops

against the Indians. For many years Mr. Amn A'liet conducted

general farming and stock raising in Castle Eock tOAvnship, and

made a specialty of bee culture, his colony sometimes producing

as much as tAVO tons of honey a year. Airs. A"an A'liet died in

February, 1905. Air. AMn AGiet noAV IKes AA'ith a daughter in

Fairfax, Alinn., having sold his farm seA’eral years ago.



(il8 lllSTOin: OF DAKOTA COUNTY

Herbert B. Van Vliet was liorii iji Castle Rock township,

Dakota county, Mai-eli 7, 1875, son of Cyrus D. and Emily M.
(Drew) Van Vliet. lie received Ids early education in the schools

of his ueig-hht)rhood, graduated from the academic course at Par-

ker Academy, AVinnehago City, Alinn., in 18i)5 and then studied

two years at Carleton College, Nortlilield, Aliun. Thus equipped

lie taught School in Dakota county two years, sulisequent to which
he worked one ymii' in the Needham Brothers' foundiy and
machine shoj) at Farmington. In 1900 he went to Black Duck,
Minn., worked as a carpenter two years and then engaged in the

contracting and Iniilding business five years. Since then he has

lived in (’astle Rock township; his farm Avhieh is highly improved,

consisting of 100 acres, ujion wliicli he successfully conducts gen-

eral fai'ining and stoids: raising. In politics Air. Van Vliet is a

Democrat. il(‘ is a member of the Knights of Pythias, having

joiiK'd lodge number 182 at Black Duck wliere he served as chap-

lain. iMr. Van Vliet was married Novemlier 17, 1897 to Grace Al.

Perry, daughter of G. S. and Ellen (P'ogg) Perry. To Air. and
Airs. Van Vliet have been born three children: Ruth Emily,

Alinerva lone and Nellie Fndrey. The family faith is that of the

Baptist church.

G. S. Perry and Fllen (Fogg) Perry, his wife, were natives of

Alaine and came to Alinnesota in 1867 locating in the town of

Vermillion, Dakota county. From Dakota county they went to

Red Wood county, AIi)in., but later returned. Airs. Perry died in

1901 and Air. Perry noAV lives in Farmington, having retired from

active agricultural operations.

Edward Lyde Ogilvie, editor and manager of the “South St.

Paid Daily Reporter,” has had an important part in exploiting

the business advantages of this city. For many years he has been

in charge of the publicity work in connection with the South St.

Paul live stock market and has been largely I'esponsible for bring-

ing this market to the attention of tlie farmers and livestock men
of the Northwest, lieing also responsible in a great measure for its

growth. Tie was born in Keokuk, Iowa., July 20, 1873, and at an

early age removed to Des Aloines, Iowa, being educated in the

puldic schools of that city. After leaving school he took up rail-

road work, but later engaged in .iournalism, serving on the lead-

ing newspapers of St. Paid and Alinneapolis. In 1901 he started

market reporting work, and in 1903 took charge of the “South St.

Paul Daily Reporter” as editor and manager, still serving in that

capacity. Air. Ogilvie is a trustee of the St. Paul lodge of Elks,

and a member of the board of governors of the Elks’ Club, St.

Paul. He is also a member of the Town Criers’ Club, St. Paul;

the Alinnesota Boat Club, St. Paul; the Roosevelt Club, St. Paul;

and the National Agricultural Press League of America. Air.
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Ogilvie was married iMarcdi 15, 1900, to Gertrude Louise Keade,

daughter of A. D. and iMary H. Keade, residents of Minneapolis.

To i\Ir. and Mrs. Ogilvie has been born one son, Burton Ranney
Ogilvie. On the paternal side iMr. Ogilvie traces has ancestry

through Scottish lines back to Robert Burns. On the maternal

side he is connected with the Springer family which traces back

to the Royal House of Sweden. George AY. Ogilvie, father of Ed-

ward Lyde, has now retired from active business, having formerly

been a well known railroad official in Iowa. Eliza Burton Ogilvie,

Avife of George AY. died at the time of the birth of her son, Ed-

AAmrd L., the subject of this sketch.

The “South St. Paul Daily Reporter” was established in 1887,

the first issue dated Alarch 26 of that year. It Avas then knoAvn

as the “South St. Paul Journal'' and the founder Avas AV. R. Todd.

It Avas then merely a small sheet deA'oted to local neAvs. The name
Avas later changed to the present title and the control passed to

A. D. Aloe, the paper took up the publication of the markets and

became the official paper of the St. Paul Union Stock Awards. In

1903 the “Reporter” Avas sold by Air. Aloe and the management
giA'en to E. L. Ogihue. Under his management it has expanded

to a full sized daily, carrying complete neAvs serA'ice and market

reports and noAV occupies a home of its oavii, one of the finest

buildings in South St. Paul, and has the most complete and

modern equipment of any neAvspaper in any small city in the

country.

Christian AVendlin Meyer, the efficient and })opular superin-

tendent of schools of Dakota county, Avas born at St. Alartin,

Stearns county, Alinuesota, October 16, 1862, being the youngest

of a family of eight. He received his earlier education in the

public schools, and then spent five years in the normal schools of

the state, three at St. Cloud and tAVO at Alankato, completing in

1881. During the Avinter of 1882-83 he devoted his time to the

study of music and the German language at tin* college located in

St. Francis, AA^is. Professor Aleyer taught his first term of school

in the summer of his fifteenth year. In the fall of 1883 he actiAmly

engaged in the teaching profession, taking charge of a rural

school in BroAvn County, Alinn. In the fall of 1881 he accepted

the principalship of the public schools at Aloutgomery, Alinn.,

and there remained fiAm years, after Avhich he Avent to Jordan

AAdiere he remained three years. During the summer of 1892 he

organized and taught eAmning schools in bookkeeping and pen-

manship. In the fall of that year he moAmd to NeAv Alarket

Alinn., and took charge of the public schools there, remaining in

that position until 1896 Avhen in partnership Avith James Siep, of

St. Paul, he boirght out the proprietor of the Hastings Business

College and came to Hastings. In the fall of 1898 he Avas elected
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to liis present position. Ilis work has proven liis worth and

suecessive re-eleetions have proven his popularity. Professor

iMeyer was the first president of the present Hastings Public

lulu-ary Board. He is a niusieian of considerable ability and be-

longs to the Choral and Iteetlioven Clubs, of Hastings. Professor

iMeyer was married at iMontgomery, Minn., to Ellen Loretta Car-

roll. To this union nine children have been born. The oldest,

George Ralph Meyei-, was born Novemlier 27, 188(i. He was ap-

pointed by Senator Clapj) as a naval cadet to Annapolis, iMd.,

iMarch 17, IfjOli, ami graduates from that institution in dune,

IhlO, with high honors, being president of his class. The other

children are: II. Lisle iMeyer. a Hastings l)usiness man; Louis II.

I\1eyer (died at (-ighteen in 1907)
;
Clyde, who is in the U. S. Navy

service at Portsmouth, Va.
;
Inez; Llarold (deceased); Gertrude;

Carroll and Davis.

Hubert Meyei- and Gertrude (Berg) Meyer, his wife, parents

of Pi-ofessor iMeyer, w(-re born in Germany in 1821 and 1826

resjiei'tively. They were married in Germany in 1818, and came

to America in 1851, locating in Chicago. Later they moved to

St. Anthony, iMinn., now iMinneaiiolis. In the spring of 1862 they

moved to Stearns county, Minn., settling on a claim about

twenty-four miles west of St. Cloud. They were the iiarents of

eigJit chldren. Hubert iMeyer died October 3, 1899, and his wife

now mak(*s her home with her son, the snbject of this sketch.

Irving- Todd, Sr., has lieen editor of the “Hastings Gazette”

for ov<‘i- three decades, and during that periotl he has been closely

associated with the progress of Hastings, in a business, educa-

tional and social capacity. He is a native of Lewisborough, West-

chester county, N(*w Y^ork, and the oldest son of Mosepli N. and

Sarah A. (Reynolds) Todd, and was born duly 23, 1811. The

Xirogenitor of his branch of the family was the Rev. Abraham
Todd, a Presbyterian clergyman, avIio came from Scotland, and

settled in Horse Neck, Conn., in the first half of the eighteenth

century. A majority of his descendants, now in the fifth genera-

tion, are settled in AYestchester county, and are mainly well-to-do

farmers. Mose])!! N. Todd came to AA^isconsin in May, 1857, set-

tling at Prescott, nearly opposite Hastings, having purchased an

interest in a saw mill at that place. Irving, then in his sixteenth

y(“ar. had at that age, an irreiAi-essible desire to become a ju-inter,

and diu-ing his second summer hereabouts, silent considerable

time in the office of the “Transcript,” where he soon acquired

the art of tyi>esetting. The next year he became an ajAxu-entice

in that office, and after learning his trade, worked at various

X)laces including Hudson, Osceola and Hastings. The latter x>art

of the summer of 1861, he sx^ent in Hastings, Avorking on a daily

paper called the “Alinnesota Conserve!-.” In the Avinter of 1861-
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62 he had editorial charge of the Prescott (Wis.), “Journal," and

September 1, 1861, the editors and proprietors of the “Hudson
Star"’ being in the army, he assumed the management of that

paper, remaining until November 17, 1862 when he purchased the

“iMinnesota Conserver," of C. N. "Whitney. November 9, 1866, he

consolidated this paper Avith the “Independent,’’ published by

Columbus vStebbins, under the name of the “Hastings Gazette,”

and tlie tAvo gentlemen remained in partnership nearly tAvelve

years. During a portion of the years 1867-68, Mr. Todd Avas in

"Washington, D. C., acting as assistant doorkeeiAer to the house of

repres(?ntatWes. He Avas collector of internal reA'enue for the

second district of iMinnesota from January 1, 1872 to April 1,

1876. iMarcli 1, 1878, iMr. Todd purchased the interest of Mr.

Stebbins in the “Gazette,” and remained sole proprietor until he

admitted his son, Irving, Jr., to partnership.

iMr. Todd lias ahvays been a Republican; Avas a delegate to the

Baltimore convention in 1861 AAdien Abraham Lincoln Avas re-

nominated and has participated actively in scores of district,

county and state conA'entions. He is a Free iMason, having been

initiated to that order August 22, 1863. He has since attained the

thirty-second degree. July 13, 1865, iMr. Todd marrietl Helen

Lucas, of Hastings.

Joseph ToAvler Avas born in England April 6, 1830. He re-

eeWed his education in his natWe country, and at an early age

started to learn the trade of moulder which he folloAved for about

thirteen years. On account of failing health he decided to try a

change of climate and accordingly emigrated to this country in

1853, locating in CleAmland, Ohio. In the fall of the same year he

settled in Minnesota. For a time he deAmted his Avinters to Avood

choiAping along the Mississippi riA'er and his summers to farm

Avork in "Washington county. In 1856 he located in Dakota

county, purchasing a farm of 80 acres in Castle Rock toAvnship,

Avhich he cleared and cultiAmted. He first built a log house in

AAdiich he lived for a time, but later erected a more comfortable

home, barns and outbuildings. He increased his land until he had

in all J80 acres, 300 of Avhieh he cultiAmtes. He has improAmd his

farm until he noAv has one of the finest in the county, conducting

general farming and stock raising on an extensWe scale. He
makes a specialty of raising Morgan and Hamilton horses. By
his AAufe, Louisa Seeneseal, Mr. ToAvler has tAvo children ; Samuel

T., is married and IWes at home, and Mary is married to John

Roche noAv a resident of Farmington. Mr. ToAvler is a Republi-

can in politics and is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church.

He has served as clerk of district fifty-three for the past sixteen

years. He is one of the pioneer farmers of Castle Rock toAvnship,

and through hard Avork and perseverance has acquired Avhat he
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uow possesses, l)eiiig a highly respected and good citizen. Thomas
and Hannah (Copley) Towler, parents of Joseph Towler, were

natives of England, where the father followed the occupation of

contractor until within a few years of his death, when he retired

fi'oin active life. Both are dead.

Charles W. Crosby, an early lawyer, was born in IMilford, N.

II., October 22, 18J2. lie was educated in his native town and in

Nashua, N. II., embarking in the grocery business in Boston at an

1 ‘arly ag(% conducting also a branch store in Nashua. Subse-

(piently lie spent two yeai's in California. In 1854 he started in

the printing business in Dubuque, Iowa, and sold the tirst printing

press us(‘d in Hastings. In 185b he started work for the “Hinne-

sotian" at St. Faul, and three years later went to Cannon Palls

where In* engaged in the milling business until 1862. He settled

next at Hastings, and worked in the offices of the register of

deeds and the county auditor. Prom 1864 for a long period of

years he served as justice of the peace. In 1865 he was assessor,

and took tlie state census tlie same year. He Avas court com-

misioner in 1866-67-68 and i>olice justice in 1872. That was the

year of his admission to the liar. He married Myra G. Smith and

was blessed Avith a family of children.

Michael McHugh, an honoreil and respected ]iioneer of Hast-

ings, Avas born in Brooklyn, Ncav York, January 8, 1826. Here

he greAv to manbood and learned the trade of tinsmith. With
the exciqition of tAVo years spent in Pliiladelphia, he Avorked at

Ids tiaide in his native place until the spring of 1856, AAdien

he came to Hastings. He continued to folloAv his trade until

1861, Avhen he Inult a store and started in the IiardAvare business.

In tins connection he traded Avith the Indians, and became con-

versant Avith theii' language, disposition and characteristics. In

1846 he married Mary Casey, of Brooklyn, N. Y., and to this

union Avere lioim four children: James P., Mary J., Agnes C., and

Margaret A. The latter died in May, 1874. iMr. McHugh has

been a memlu'r and president of the school board, and Avas in-

strumental in coiiA'erting the system of common schools to the

present graded schools. He has served as postmaster, and in

other positions of public and pidvate trust and honor.

Jeremiah E. Finch, at one time president of the Minnesota

State Medical Society, Avas born in AVoodstock, Ontario, NoAmm-

lier 22, 182!). He received his academic and medical education in

tlu' east and in Canada, coming to Hastings in November, 1856

having jireviously practiced for a shox't time in Illinois and AA^is-

consin. He Avas appointed .surgeon of the Seventh Minnesota

Infantry in 1862 but losing his fir.st born child a year later, he re-

signed and hastened home. Dr. Pinch Avas knoAvn as a Avriter on

medical subjects, and Avas a lecturer of considerable standing.
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Dr. Finch was mayor of llastiiigs at one time, seiwed a long-

period as president of the school board. lie also occupied other

offices. In' fraternal associations Dr. Finch was a Knight

Templar. May 10, 1858 he Avas married to i\Irs. iMary E. Holmes

of Hastings.

John C. Meloy Avas horn in Cambria county, PennsylA’ania,

March Id. 1824. He i-emoA'ed to Baltimore, iMd., in 1838 and

AA-orked at house and sign painting until 1845. The folloAA'ing

year he AA'ent to PottsA-ille, making that his home until 1850. Pe-

turning to his native county, he then embarked in the coal busi-

ness, and in iMay, 1856, came to Hastings. Subsequently he Avas

elected county auditor serving tAvo terms. Next he engaged in

the sale of agricultural implements. In 1862 A. AV. Gardner be-

came his partner. This company engaged largely in Avheat deal-

ing. Air. Aleloy Avas vice president of the First National Bank
and served in other positions of pvd)lic and priAuite trust. He
married Elizal)eth O'Regan of Ireland in. 1848. Eight children

Avei'c Irnrn, those living to maturity being Chai'les 4., Kate E..

H. Vincent and Rose.

Stephen Newell noAv retired, for many years sheriff of Dakota

county, Avas horn in Indand in 1826, Avas educated in the Irish

public schools and Avas emjdoyed one year as a goAuumment clerk.

In 1847 he came to America, learned the carpeAiters trade in

Rhode Island, Avent to Chicago in 1851, spent three years there

and in 1854 came to Burnsville, Dakota county, and took charge

of the farm OAvned by Ins father avIio died in 1855. Four years

later, Stephen NeAvell Avas elected to the legislature, hut held his

office only thirty days being disi)laced by tin* AAdiole Burnsville

vote being throAvn out. He held the office of school clerk until

1862. He Avas elected sheriff in the fall of the same year, and

held office until 1877 Avhen failing health forced his retirement.

He Avas married in 1858 to Ann Killelia. Their children Avere

:

Frank, Alary, Annie, John, Joseph, Kate, Stephen and A^incent.

General 'William Gates Le Due, the honored patriarch of

Hastings, has taken a part in. the affairs of men such as is the lot

of hut feAV. He Avas horn in AVilkesville, Ohio, Alarcli 28, 1823,

son of Henry Savage and Alary (StoAvell) Le Due, the former of

Avhoni, horn in AliddletoAvn, Conn., Alarcli 23, 17!)7 died at-Hast-

ings, April 3, 1862, having been a merchant, postmaster, Presby-

terian deacon and a man of unusual scholarship. The founder

of the American family Avas Henry Due, grandfather of General

AV. G. Le Due, horn in Lyons, France, November 25, 1762, and

coming to America during the AA"ar of the Revolution from the

AAYst Indies. General AA'illiam G. graduated from Kenyon Col-

lege in 1848, and Avas admitted to the bar of the supreme court of

Ohio in 1850. After coming to Alinnesota he liA-ed for a time in
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St. I’aul and was active in inducing innnigration to Minnesota.

In 1856 he came to Hastings where he has since made his home,

being in the early days one of the town proprietors as is related

in Ids reminescences found elsewliere. General Le Due brought

Minnesota to the attention of the people of the east in various

ways, taking to New York specimens of grains, and even leading

a real Minnesota hutfalo up Droadway, where the strange animal

created consternation as Avell as admiration. General Le Due
obtained the charter for the first railroad l)uilt in iMinnesota and

he was also one of the organizei's of the company which built

the first hi'idge over the Mississippi. After settling in Hastings

he was the first to make and ship spring wheat flour there. He
entered the army in 1861 with the i-ank of captain. He became

l)revet colonel and chief (quarter master serving with the Army
of the Potomac until the campaign of Gettysl)urg, when he was

sent to the west. He Avas brevetted l)rigadier general of vol-

unteers in 1865. He then returned to Minnesota and engaged in

railroad enterprises. He Avas appointed commissioner of agri-

cidture under his personal friend President Hayes. During his

occupancy of this office he established a tea farm in South Caro-

line and successfully experimented in producing sugar from

sorghum cane and beets. He also founded Avhat have since been

eidarged to the bureau of animal industry and the division of

forestry. General Le Due Avas married March 25, 1851 ,to Mary
Elizabeth, daughter of Rev. C. P. Bronson. General Le Due is

uoAV living a retired life in Hastings, engaged in literary Avork.



CHAPTER XVII.

CATHOLIC CHURCHES.

Missionary Spirit—Bishop Loras of Dubuque—Father Galtier

and His Work—Father Ravoux—Services at Mendota

—

Hasting’S—Church of the Guardian Angels—St. Boniface

Church and Parish—Other Churches.

The missionary spii-it liequeathed to tlie world when the

Saviour sent the Apostles to teach ail nations what he had taught

them, first manifested itself in these regions in the summer of

1680. It was then that Father Louis Hennepin, of the great

Franciscan order, passed up the Mississippi river and on Ids

Avay down discovered the falls which he named in honor of his

patron saint, St. Anthony of Padua. More directly connected

with our immediate vicinity is the arrival of the Jesiiit mission-

aries, Fathers Guignas and De Ganor, with a French exploring

and trading expedition in 1737. The French authorities Avere

seeking a location for a fort to protect their interests, suitable

for carrying on trade Avith the Indians. The present site of

Villa Maria, near Frontenae, seemed ideal, and thereon Avas built

Fort Beauharnais. A log chapel for the missionaries Avas built

and dedicated to St. IMiehael, the archangel, being the first

Christian temple in this A’ast nortliAvestern region. For a time the

expectations Avere realized. An extensive trade in furs and

Indian ijroducts Avas carried on. Priests ministered to the sol-

diers and traders and reached, as be.st they could, the Indians

Avho came to the post. The political changes at that period, in

the old Avorld as Avell as the neAv, made progress in ermugelizing

the natiAms sIoav and difficult. Soon the Avork had entirely

ceased.

Then came the birth of the American republic. The opening

of the nineteenth century turned the eyes of the nation to the

upper Mississippi valley. President Jefferson, in 1805, sent

Lieutenant Z. Pike Avith a feAv soldiers, Avho prepared the Avay

for the founding of Ft. Snelling in 1819. This gave an impetus

to immigration of traders and adventurers.

In 1837 Father IMathias Loras, Avho had labored for seAmn

years in Alabama, Avas appointed bishop of the neAvly formed

diocese of Dubucpie, in which Avas comprised the territory of

loAva and all of Minnesota and the Dakotas betAveen the Missis-

625
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sippi aud the i\Iinnesota rivers. On his elevation to the bishopric

of Dnljurpie, Bishoii Loras in his turn immediately went to Prance

in quest of priests for his distant diocese. Returning to America

in the winter of 1838, he brought Avith him, among others, Josepli

Cretin, A. Pelamourgues, Lucien Galtier and Augustine Ravous.

lie arrived in Dubuque April 19, 1839. Two months later he set

out for Port Snelling. This visit Avas described in the folloAAdng

letter, Avritten at Dubuque in July, 1839

:

“I have just returned from St. Peters (Meudota), Avhere I

made my second mission of episcopal Ausitation. Though it lasted

only a month, it has been croAvned Avith success. I left Dubuque
on the 23rd of June on board a large and magnificent steam ves-

sel, and Avas accompanied by Father Pelamourgues aud a young
man avIio served as interpreter Avith the Sioux. After a successful

Amyage of some days along the superb IMississippi Ave reached St.

Peters. Our arriA-al Avas the cause of great joy to the Catholics,

Avho liad never l)efore seen a pi'iest or bisho]) in those remote

regions. They manifested a great desire to assist in divine wor-

sliip and to approach the sacraments of the church. The Avife of

our host Avas baptised aud confirmed
;
she subsequently receiAmd

the sacrament of matrimony. Tlie Catholics of St. Peters amount

to 185, fifty-six of Avhom Ave baptized, administered confirmation

to eiglit, communion to thirty-three adults, and gaAm the nuptial

blessing to four couples. Arrangements liaAm been made for the

construction of a church next summer and a clergyman is to be

sent Avhen he is able to speak French (Avhich is the language of

the majority), English and the Sioux. To facilitate the study

of the latter Ave are to have at Dubuque this Avinter two yoiing

Sioux, Avho are to teach one or tAvo of our young ecclesiastics.”

When navigation opened the folloAving spring. Bishop Loras

fulfilled his promise of sending a priest to Ft. Snelling and Men-

dota. The Rev. Lucien Galtier, one of the young levites 1 ought

Avith him from Prance, Avas selected for the upper Mississippi

post. Father Galtier Avas a man of remarkable personality and

poAver
;
he had the face of a Caesar and the heart of a Madonna;

in him strength and tenderness, culture and r>iety, met and min-

gled in tlie formation of a noble character. He served the mis-

sions of Mendota and St. Paul for four years, thence going directly

to Keokidv, la. From 1849 until his death in 1866 he Avas sta-

tioned at Prairie du Chien. In a letter addressed to Bishop

Loras from Prairie du Chien, January 14, 1864, Father Galtier

tlius told the story of his arrival in Minnesota.

‘‘On the 20th day of April, 1840, in the afternoon, a St. Louis

steamboat, the first of the season, arrived at Dubuque, bound for

St. Peters and Fort Snelling. Right Reverend Dr. Loras imme-

diately came to me and told me that he desired to send me



HISTOKY OF DAKOTA COUNTY 627

towards the uj^per waters of the ^Mississippi. There was no St.

Paul at that time, there was on the site of the present city but

a sing’le log house, occupied by a man named Phelan, and the

steamboats never stopped there.

“The boat landed at the foot of Fort Snelling, then garrisoned

by a few regular soldiers, under command of Major Plimpton.

The sight of the fort, commanding from the elevated promontory

the two rivers, the Mississippi and the St. Peter, pleased me;

but the discovery Avhich I soon made that there Avere only a feAv

houses on the St. Peter side, and but two on the side of the fort,

surrounded by a complete Avilderness, Avithout any signs of fields

under tillage, gaA’e me to understand that henceforth my mission

and life must be a case of prUation, hard trials and suffering, and

Avould recjuire of me patience, labor and resignation. I had before

me, under my charge, a large territorial district, but feAv souls

to Avateh over. I introduced myself to Mr. Campbell, a Scotch

gentleman, the Indian interpreter, to whom I Avas recommended

by the bishop. At his house I received a kind welcome from his

good Christian Avife, a charitable Catholic Avoman. For about a

month I remained there as one of the family. But, although well

treated by all the members of the house, I did not, Avhile thus

living, feel sufficiently free to discharge my personal duties, so I

obtained a separate room for my own use and made of it a

kitchen, a parlor and a chapel. Out of some boards I built a

little altar, Avhieh Avas open in time of serAuce and during the

balance of the day Avas folded up and concealed by drapery.

“In that precarious and someAAdiat difficult position I continued

for OA'er a year. On the Port Snelling side I had under my charge

besides some soldiers, six familie.s—Resche, Papin, Quinn, Camp-
bell, Bruce and Resieo

;
and on the St. Peter side, besides some

unmarried men in the employ of the company, five families—
Far' ult, Martin, Lord and tAvo Turpins.

“A circumstance rather bad in itself commenced to better

my situation by procuring for me a neAV station and a change in

my field of labor. Some families aaSio had left the Red RiA^er

settlement, British America, on account of the floods and loss

of the crop in the years 1837-38, had located themseUes all along

the bank of the Misssissippi opposite the fort. Lmfortunately

some soldiers crossed the rUer uoav and then to the houses of

these settlers and returned intoxicated, sometimes remaining out

a day or two or more Avithout reporting to their quarters. Con-

sequently a deputy marshal from Prairie du Chien was ordered

to remoAm the houses. He Avent to work, assisted by some sol-

diers, and one after another unroofed the cottages, extending

about fiAm miles along tlie riA'er. The settlers Avere forced to seek

neAV homes.”
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Father A. Kavoux, a young Freueh priest, was commissioned

by Bishop Loras in 1841 to visit the upper IMississippi. Aceox’d-

iugly Fatlier Kavoux entered upon his heroic mission of coixvert-

ing tlie Sioux of Lac qui Parle and Chaska. He returned to the

vicinity of iMendota and St. Paul to receive Father Galtier, while

the latter was making a missionary tour among the scattered

Catholics along Lake Pepin and the Chqxpewa I’iver. Father

Ravoux passed through Hastings in April, 1843, when traveling-

afoot to Dubuque.

The gi-eat influx of Europeans, dissatisfied with conditions in

their native lands, made necessary the formation of the diocese

of i\Iilwaukee in 1843 and St. Paul in 18-50. The Right Revereixd

Joseph Cretixi, 4). D., was the first bishop of St. Paul, the erection

of which diocese was proposed to the Apostolic See by the fathei-s

of the Seventh Provincial Council at Baltimore in 1849. Several

priests were ordained by Bishop Cretin and administered to the

faithfxd dispei-sed throughout the diocese.

HASTINGS.

The first religious services held in Hastings were coixducted

by Father Augustine Ravoux in the old Buckhorn tavern, origi-

nally a trading post, kept by William Felton. The clixirch xvas

established in the late summer of 1855 and preparations made
for the building of a church on the northwest cox-ner of block 30.

The lot was presented by the town proprietors, the Baillys being

Catholics by birth and profession. Bishop Cretin sent a raft of

lumber fi-om St. Paxxl, l)ut this xvas appropriated by the early

settlers for cabins. Not discouraged, the bishop sent another

i-aft and the faithful set about erecting a church, hewing the

heavier timbers themselves. The name given the new church

was “The Church of the Guai’dian Angels,” the feast, according

to the Roman Catholic calendar, falling on October 2. Father

Ravoux continued to serve the chixrch from Mendota and St.

Paul. He was succeeded l\y Reverend J. R. MciMahoix. Father

McMahon was a young man, born in the north of Ireland, and

ordained in St. Paul. Hastings was his first parish. AVith a

young ixxan’s zeal he set at work upbuilding the young chui’ch.

His pai’ochial resixlence was a log cabin, later occupied by the

Dennis Kenny family.

The early records of the cluxreh contain the names of such

well known pioneers of this section as : Patrick Fitzgerald, James

McMahon (brother of Father McMahon), Patrick O’Rourke,

Heni-y Galvin, Nicholas Glinix, Patiuck Glinn, Patrick McKenna,

the Nilans, Richard Austin, Bridget McNiff, Charles Envin, Dan
Mullen, Michael Atkinsoix, Mrs. Ignatius Donnelly, Anthony
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McNellis, Datriek AVilliaiiis, Deuuis Mulroony, Patrick Casey,

John Davis, Daniel Kane, Patrick Cavanaugh, Kd. McMenemy,

John C. Meloy, Patrick McGinnis, James O'Neil, AVilliam Burke,

Elias Brown, Peter Egan, John Martin, Charles fS. Nolan, Jere-

miah Sweeny, Patrick Coughlin, EdAvard Eoley, Alichael Dunn,

xMichael Shaller, Jatiues Shaller, Michael Mellugh, James

Diffly, Alartin McMahon, Daniel Holland, Joseph McKay, Koger

Connolly, Patrick Fahey, Dennis Kenny, James Kennedy, Alexis

Bailly, Michael Moore, Henry Ilealy, AVilliam Alurnane, EdAvard

Doyle (Alarshan), John Jagoe, EdAvard Kearns, Michael Mur-

nane, Patrick Murray, Thomas McDermott, Janies Finigan,

Timothy Lennon, Patrick Lennon, Thomas Ilennessy, James

McLaughlin, Thomas AlcBreene, Thomas Connoly, Hugh Hayes,

Martin Connoly, James Aliller, Michael Alarsh, EdAvard Aloran,

Patrick Dempsey, Alichael Lynch. James AVillett, Richard Welch,

Michael Phalen.

In 1855 there Avere fourteen baptisms and in the year folloAV-

ing forty-one. The first liaptism on record in the books of the

church is that of Ann Fitzgerald, February 15, 1855, daughter

of Patrick and Bridget Fitzgerald. Previous liaptisms, hoAV-

ever, had iirobably been administered liy Father Ravoux. Father

MeAlahou left Hastings in 1859, going to Canatla as chaplain for

the Fenians. He left as a monument to his labors an nniinished

building of stone, one story high, almost cathedral-iike in its

dimensions. It Avas never completeAl beyond the first story.

Father Thomas klurray succeeded Father McMahon and remained

until October, 1860, AAdien he returned to his former parish in

Stilhvater. Fafher P. J. Coffey, the next pastor, remained until

September, 1861, Avhen he Avas succeetled by the Rev. Francis

Hurth. Under his administration the old one-story stone build-

ing Avas torn doAvu and its stones used in the erection of the

stone structure Avhich at present occupies the church grounds.

Father Hurth left in January, 1869, and Avas folloAved by Father

T. P. Doyle, Avho served until April. Then came Father J. B.

Ilalton, under Avhose pastorate the present stone church Avas

dedicated. In 1865 a parish house Avas erected, adjoining the

church, and being destroyed l)y tire a year later, Avas replaced

in 1875 by the present parsonage. FolloAving is the list of pas-

tors since August, 1883 : Reverend J. P. Ryan, to the end of

December, 1881; Reverend AYalter Raleigh, from January, 1885,

to September 1, 1886; Reverend J. F. Dolphin, from September,

1886, to Alay, 1888; Reverend J. A. Fitzgerahl, May, 1888, to

June, 1903; Reverend P. R. Cunningham, June, 1903.

Rev. Patrick Cunningham, present pastor of the Church of

the Guardian Angels, Hastings, was born in Claretuam, Tuain,

county Galway, Ireland, forty-one years ago. He Avas educated
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iu the Natioual and Christian Brothers’ schools and later pursued

his classical studies in fSt. Jarluth’s College, Tuani. He entered

Maynooth College in 1887 for his philosophical and theological

studies. In 1891 Father Cuiminghani came to tst. Thomas’ Semi-

nary, St. Paul, where on December 17, 1892, he "was ordained.

Ilis first appointment "was to the assistant pastorate of St.

Patrick's Church, St. Paul, where he remained until September,

1897, when Arcldushop Ireland gave him charge of the parish of

ATiite Bear Lake. In June, 1903, he was transferred to Hastings

to succeed the Pev. Father J. A. Fitzgerald, Avho returned that

month to his own diocese of Boston, l\[ass. Father Cunningham

is dean of the Catholic Churches of Dakota county, state chaplain

of the A. O. II. and vice-president of the Hastings Commercial

Club. Under his pastorate the church has received many val-

uable presents, including three altars, stations of the Cross,

confessional and modern improAmments.

The officers of the Guardian Angel’s Church are: President,

A. J. Schaller; secretary, OAveu Austin; councillors. Senator

Albert Schaller and Judge T. J. Moran.

The societies connected Avitli the Holy Angels’ Church are

as folloAvs; The Guardian Angel’s Sodality for girls under seAmn-

teen years of age; St. Pose's Sodality for the unmarried Avomen;

the Posary Society for the married women; the Holy Name
Society for men. The Ladies’ SeAving Circle is doing admirable

Avork for the financial support of the church.

St. Teresa’s Convent, Avhich houses the Sisters of St. Joseph,

had its beginidng in St. Boniface CoiiA'ent Avhich Avas founded in

September, 1872, at the request of the Catholics of Hastings, as

a boarding and day school for females. The first mother superior

Avas Sister Seraphiue, sister of Archbishop Ireland, avIio Avas

assisted by seven church sisters of the St. Joseph order, tAvo for

the school of the Guardian Angels, tAvo for the St. Boniface

school, and three Avho performed the duties of the convent. The

need of teachers Amrsed in the German language caused the call-

ing of the sisters of the order of St. Benedictine, from St. Louis

to take charge of the school Avork at St. Boniface’s parish. The

Sisters of St. Joseph then occupied various houses until the

present convent Avas built. It is situated on the corner of Fifth

street and Ramsey. The sisters teach in the Guardian Angels’

parochial school, and also ghm lessons in music. The present

mother superior is Sister GenevieAm.

The parish school of the Guardian Angels was established

in September, 1868, Avith Patrick Keegan as teacher. It contin-

ued two or three years under the supeiwision of lay teachers,

and failed for AA’ant of funds to support it. In September, 1879,

the school was reorganized and J. Healy was the teacher. In
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1880, the school was placed in charge of the Sisters of St. Joseph,

housed in the St. Boniface Convent. The superintendent was
Eeverend Father Halton. The present parochial school was
erected in 1891. The usual parochial and common school branches

are taught, in charge of the Sisters of St. Joseph, now housed in

St. Teresa’s Convent. There are at present in attendance, 120

children, and the work of the sisters is bearing fruit in the prog-

ress of the pupils. Sister Geraldine is in charge.

St. Boniface Parish, at Hastings, dates hack to 1869. Until

then all the Catholics in Hastings were together in the Church of

the Guardian Angels. In 1869, the St. Boniface Benevolent So-

ciety was organized, and during the same year a committee of

Michael Mainz, Nicholas Lorenz, Francis Selfean, and N. F.

Kranz obtained from the Eight Eeverend Bishop Thomas Grace

permission to organize St. Boniface parish. The contract for the

new church Avas let in 1870 to John Muller, the structure to be

36x60 feet AA’ith a sanctuary of 16x16 feet and a sacristy of 10x10

feet. The church Avas dedicated NoAmmber 13, 1870. The first

pastor was EeA'erend George Scherer.

Seeing the need of a Christian education for their children,

the good people of St. Boniface parish began at once to establish

a parish school. For several years they rented rooms for school

purposes, until in 1871, Avhen by a special effort of St. Boniface

Benevolent Society the present substantial building Avas erected.

This building also served for the rector’s dAvelling.

The Venerable Sisters 0. S. B., from St. Joseph, Minn., Avere

called upon to take charge of the school, and this order has done

and is doing at present very successful Avork. EeA-erend P.

George, 0. S. B., Avorked AAuth great zeal, and the spirit of sacri-

fice in the parish until April, 1880, when Eeverend P. Cornelius

AVittman took his place as rector. Under his administration the

pastor’s residence was built. The next rector AAms Eeverend P.

Othmar Finer, 0. S. B. During his administration it had become
necessary to erect a new chrucli building, the old buildings being

too small. P. Fasshender, Francis Yanz, P. F. Kranz, Jacob

Mamer, Louis Uiedere, M. Toutges, P. Doffing and Anton Lucking
AAmre elected as building committee. Eeverend Othmar Finer,

John Heimen and J. P. Langenfeld, the finance committee. This

church, 48x101 feet, Avith a sanctuary of 22x28 feet, and a winter

chapel of 28x14 feet was built in 1892-93, at the cost of about

$20,000. The church Avas dedicated on June 18, 1893. Most EeA^-

erend John Ireland officiated. Liberal donations were offered on
this occasion and henceforth by the good members for church

fixtures such as statues, stations, peAvs, altars, etc. The altars

alone cost nearly $2,000. A pipe organ cost $1,825. On Septem-
ber 16, 1904, Eeverend P. Conrad Glatzmeier Avas sent to take
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charge of the parish. During his administration work was con-

tinued in school and church, many valnal)le improvements being

made
;
among others the steam heating ]dant for church and

school was installed and the parish house and the Venerable Sis-

ters’ dwelling were entirely renovated. The good father was
heart and soul for the education of the chiklren and young people,

lie, as well as the meml)ers of St. Boniface Church, understood,

and understand, that if childi'en are instructed Avell in natural

science and especially in the etei-nal truths of holy religion, they

will know how to serve (lod and the state and consequently will

be gootl citizens as well as gootl Christians. During September,

1!KW. Reveianul B. Conrad Glatzmeier was called to another held

of labor as subpi'ior of St. John's Abbey, at Collegeville, Minn.

Since then Rev. AVilliam Evei’sman, 0. S. B., is in charge as

I'ector of St. Boniface Church.

St. Boniface Benevolent Society. This society dates with the

parish, and is even older than the parish itself. The original

mcmbei's were twelvii : Messrs. John klies, Valentine Boor, Eu-

gene Thein, Henry Stenz, John B. Thein, Michael Meinz, Mathias

Olfei-mann, Theodore Kinnis, Stej>han Ratez, Beter Kalkes, Dom-
inie Eelten and Sebastian AVanders. Last November (1909) the

society celebrated the forty-third annivei’saiy of its existence to

ihe great satisfaction of its members. Besides much other assist-

ance to the needy, the society has paid more than S20,000 insur-

ance to its members and their lieii-s.

Another society is the St. Joseph’s Catholic Order of Foresters,

which works on somewhat the same plan as the St. Boniface

Society, but business is conducted in the English language.

Society of Christian Mothers. The members of this society

have worked from the time of its existence with great zeal for

the decoration of the house of God and His honor, as also for the

assistance of the needy in regard to education in the parish

school, their motto being the woials of the Divine Savior: Let

Ihe little ones come to me, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

The society has about 125 members. The St. Alary’s Benevolent

Society is a branch of the Society of Christian Alothers. Besides

this, the St. Aloysius Society for young men, as well as the St.

Gertruden and St. Agnes societies are lively at work for the good

of their members and for their temporal and spiritual good.

St. Boniface Cemetery. This association was organized in De-

cember, 1870, with V. Boor, president; N. F. Kranz, secretary;

T. Kimm, treasurer. Three acres of land were purchased, located

in the southwest quarter of section 3J. A child of J. B. Keffler

was the first to be interred in this cemetery.
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VERMILLION.

Tlie Cliureh of 8t. John, Vermillion, was build in 1882, the

priest 's house iu 1887. Prom 1882 to 1891 the eliurcdi Avas at-

tended from NeAV Trier by the Reverend Gregory Koering. The

first resident priest Avas the Reverend J. J. Jacobs, avIio Avas

succeeded in 1896 by the Reverend Gregory Braun. Father Braun

gave place to Father AVilliam Bette in 1899, and Father Bette to

Father Pius Schmid iu 1901. Father Schmid Avas born in the

Tyrol and educated in the best schools and colleges of Austria.

He Avas ordained about thirty-five years ago.

INVER GROVE.

Inver Grove Avas named by John McGroarty for his Irish home
in County Doaa'u. It Avas first settled in 1853. In 1856, on land

donated by John Egan and Alichael Dunn, a Catholic Church

Avas built of logs and called St. Patrick's. St. Patrick’s Church

Avas attended from Hastings until 1861, Avhen its care Avas eii-

tru.sted to the pastor of Alendota. In 1865 the log buildi:ig gave

place to the present .substantial frame one. In 1871 the priest's

house Avas built. In 1878 IiiA'er Grove Avas giA’eu a resident pastor.

Since 1878 the resident pastors haA'e been Fathers Herman, Duffy

and McGoldrick, all deceased; Father P. J. O’Connor, uoav of

Mendota, and Father Sampson. Father Sampson Avas born in

County Tipperary, Ireland, and educated at Hurles College, Avhere

he Avas ordained five years ago. He has been a.ssistant and chap-

lain in Alinneapolis and pastor of White Bear Bake. He came to

Inver Grove in 1908.

St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Inver Grove, received its first tenant

in 1857, AAlien a boy named Brady, droAvned in the ^Mississippi, Avas

interred therein. Mrs. Bergiu Avas buried in 1858. About 200

communicants Avorship in St. Patrick’s Churcb.

HAMPTON.

St. Mathias’ Parish, of Hampton. The first meeting Avhich

led to its organization Avas held at AVeiler’s hall in the village of

Hampton, Alarch 12, 1900. The minutes of this meeting state

that it Avas agreed to build a church in the spring of 1900. N.

P. Gores Avas elected the first secretary, and John DilfekI the first

treasurer of the corporation. The building committee consisted

of John AA^ertzler, Mathias Doffing and John Theis. The plans

for the church, draAvn by Herman Kretz, of St. Paul, Avere sub-

mitted to the meeting and accepted. The selection of the site

Avas placed in the hands of the trustees and the buikling com-

mittee, Avho later bought from Alathias Doffing the land uoaa^
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occupied l)y the cliiu’cli. The contract tor the building was let

to E. J. Daily, St. Paul, for the consideration of $9,244. The

church was dedicated l)y His Grace John Ireland, in October,

1900.

Father Leopold Haas, pastor of New Trier, attended the new
p-.rish during the first four years of its existence. Through his

energy and the good will of the people the dc))t was paid and

tlie intoivior of the church fairly well equipped. In September,

1904, Reverend Robert Schlinkert was appointed first resident pas-

tor. llis chief effort was to obtain a priest’s residence. There

being no suitable place to build a house, the adjoining property

with dwelling and barn Avas bought in November, 1905, from

Conrad Dofllng for $5,400. It comprises nearly Dvo acres of

land. AYithiu three years also this debt was paid, the church

more fully ec[uipped and decorated. At the present time the

parish has nearly eighty German families. Its officers are: Peter

May, secretary; Henry Endres, treasurer.

The cemetery comprises two acres, and adjoins the church

site on the north. It was bought from Mathias Doffing for $200.

Reverend Robert Schlinkert, the present pastor, was born in

Germany in 1808. He attended common school in Germany and

continued his studies at >St. Thomas College and the St. Paul

Seminary. He Avas ordained December 9, 1899. During the four

subseciuent years he taught German and Latin at St. Thomas
College

;
and in September, 1904, he came to Hampton. His

effort to build a parish school has been, up to this time, Avithout

avail.

The history of the other Catholic churches of the county is

related elseAAdiere.



CHAPTER XVIII;

MISCELLANEOUS.

Schools—Educational Effort—Dakota County Educational Asso-

ciation—Population—Agricultural Society—Christiana Set-

tlement.

Educational effort has always gone hand in hand with mis-

sionary endeavor, and in Dakota county all the early missionaries

conducted schools. As soon as the early settlers came in they,

too, began to consider the question of the education of their

children. The first board of county commissioners which met at

Kaposia (now South Park, South St. Paul) established three

school districts, those of Mendota, Kaposia and Hastings. The

second board that met at Meudota in February, 185d, established

seven districts: Carlisle, Pine Bend, Kaposia, Hastings, Spring-

Lake, Bartellette and Meudota.

The public schools’ system of Dakota county at the present

time consists of 111 districts, three of which are special and the

remaining 108 common. The schools are again divided into high,

graded, semi-graded, and the rural schools. The rural schools

are sub-divided into first and second class, which receive state

aid, and unclassified, which receive no outside aid.

The high schools are three in number,—Hastings, South St.

Paul and Farmington. There are three graded school districts,

three semi-graded, thirty-three first class rimal schools, six second

class rural schools and sixty-three unclassified.

Following is a brief resume of the districts of the county at

the present time: 1, South St. Paul, high and graded; 2, West

St. Paul, graded
; 3, Inver Grove, semi-graded

; 4, Meudota, rural

first class
; 5, Meudota, rural second class

; 6, Mendota village,

rural first class
; 7, Inver Grove village, semi-graded

; 8, Inver

Grove, imclassified
; 9, Inver Grove, rural first class

; 10, Inver

Grove, unclassified
; 11, Eagan, unclassified

; 12, Eagan, rural first

class; 13, Eagan, rural second class; 14, Eagan, unclassified; 15,

Burnsville, rural first class
; 16, Burnsville, unclassified

;
17,

Lebanon, unclassified
; 18, Lebanon, unclassified

; 19, Rosemoirnt

village, graded; 20, Rich Valley, rural first class; 21, Pine Bend,

iwal first class
; 22, Rosemount, rural first class

; 23, Nininger, un-

classified
; 24, Nininger, unclassified (this is the old Ignatius Don-

nelly school, and the pupils are now given free transportation to

635
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Hastings)
; 25, Nininger, unclassitied (pupils given tiams-

l>ortation to Hastings); 26, Hastings, high and graded; 27,

Ravenna (fi'ee transportation to Hastings); 28, unclassified; 29,

hitter Station, rui'al first class; 30, Marshan, unclassified; 31,

same; 32, Nininger, unclassified; 33, IMarshan, rni'al first class;

;H, 35, 36 and 37, Vermillion, unclassified; 38, Vermillion, lairal

fii-st class; 39, Emi)ire, unclassified; 40, Farmington, high and

graded; 41, Lakeville, unclassified; 42, same; 43, Eureka, joint

disti-ict, Rice, Scott and Dakota counties; 44, Lakeville, rural

first class; 45, same; 46, Lakeville, unclassified; 47, Eureka, rural

first class; 48, Eureka, unclassified; 49, Eureka, rural first class;

50. Lakeville, unclassified; 51, Castle Rock, consolidated district;

52, Hendota, unclassified
; 53, 54, 55, (kistle Rock, niral first class;

56, Castle Rock, nmdassified, no school in five years; 57, Hampton,
uindassified

; 58, Douglass, unclassified; 59, Hampton, rural first

class; 60, Hampton, unclassified; 61, Empire, unclassified; 62,

Ncav 'hriei-, unclassified; 63, Hampton, unclassified; 64, Douglass,

unclassifietl
;
65, Douglass, second class rural; 66, Randolph, rural

lii-st class; 67, 68, 69, Sciota, rural first class; 70, Sciota, rural

lii'St (dass (joint district Avith Rice county)
; 71, Waterford, rural

first class; 72, AVaterford village, rural first class; 73, Inver Grove,

unclassified; 74, Greenvale township, unclassified; 75, Greenvale,

niral first (dass
; 76, Greenvale, rural second class; 77, Greenvale,

unclassified; 78, Douglass, rural first class; 79, Empire, unclassi-

fied; 80, Caslle Rock, unclassified; 81, Hampton township, un-

(dassified; 82, Randolph village, semi-graded; 83, Dennison (joint

district) nmdassified; 84, Douglass, unclassified; 85, Eureka, un-

classified; 86, Gi’eenvale, unclassified; 87, AVaterford, unclassified

(joint Avith Rice county); 88, Rosemount, unclassified; 89, Ver-

million, rural first class; 90, Douglass, unclassified (joint Avith

Goodhue county)
; 91, Alendota, unclassified; 92, Greenvale, rural

first class (joint Avith Rice county)
; 93, Inver Grove, unclassified;

94, Burnsville, unclassified
; 95, Alarshan, unclassified

; 96, Eureka,

niral second class
; 97, Greenvale, unclassified

; 98, Empire, un-

classified; 99, Alendota, first class rural (Lillydale village); 100,

Lakeville village, graded; 101, Alarshan, semi-graded; 102, Lake-

ville, unclassified
; 103, Inver Grove, rural first class

;
104, Eagan,

niral first class; 105, Vermillion village, unclassified; 106, AVes-

cott Station, rural second class; 107, Hampton village, unclassi-

fied; 108, Rosemonnt, rural first class; 109, Alarshan, unclassified

(trans])ortation to Hastings); 110, Lebanon, rural second class;

m, laikeville, unclassified.

The schoolhouses are all in a fair condition, and especial l.v

in the high, graded, semi-graded, and first and second class rural

schools the ecpiipment and facilities are excellent. The corps of

teachers is efficient, and the children receive excellent adAmntages.
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Tlie reading circles keep the teachers well abreast of the times,

and greatly increase their value to the county.

Practically all the schools of the county are supplied with

free text books, and pupils are graduated from the common
studies twice a year, the state high school board examinations

being held in April and i\Iay.

Prof. C. AV. Meyer is county superintendent of schools, and

his Avork has been of a high degree of merit. He enjoys the con-

fidence of jmpils, teachers and parents, and has proven an ideal

man for his position.

One of the distinguishing features of the liigher life of Dakota

county is the Dakota County Educational Association, organized

in 1891 by Supt. T. B. McKelby as an adjunct of his Avork.

Originally, the association Avas composed only of teachers and

l^atrons of the county schools. Farmington, being practically the

geographical center of the county, Avas selected as the place of

meeting, .the meeting time being designated as the first or second

Friday and Saturday of each succeeding Alay. Under this plan

the association prospered greatly and exerted a Avide and bene-

ficial influence on the county schools, especially in the rural

districts. As an incentUe to good Avork on the part of the pupils,

prizes Avere aAvarded to the Avinners of A'arious contests, a musical

program Avas rendered by local talent, and some prominent edu-

cator of the state delivered an address ; the social features being

in charge of the ladies of Farmington.

FUe years ago the association enlarged its scope. A ncAV laAV

passed by the legislature required an annual meeting betAveen

the officers of the Amrious school districts and the county superin-

tendent. In this laAV the association saAv its opportunity for

broadened influence, and a reorganization Avas the result. Today
the association consists of four sections : the general section, a

school board section, a graded school section, and a rural section.

The meetings Avhich are held on the first or second Friday and

Saturday of February are largely attended by the people of the

county in general. The morning of the first day is spent by the

teachers in Ausiting the local schools, AAdiich are kept in session

for that purpose, AAdiile the school boards are addre,ssed by some

prominent attorney, Avho explains the intricate points of some

of the legal cpiestions in AAdiich the school boards are likely to

become invoUed. There is also a question box, in AAdiich any

puzzled committeemaii may propound questions to be ansAvered

by the president of the association, or by anyone Amrsed in the

particular matter about Avhich information is desired. Friday

afternoon there is a general session of the teachers and patrons,

and Friday CA^ening is the social time of the gathering, Avith a

musical program, and an entertainment by local talent, under the
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direction of the indies of Farmington. Saturday morning, meet-

ings are lield in dilferent rooms for the rural and graded schools,

and their particular problems are discussed. Saturday afternoon,

the contests l)ct\veen the piipils take place. The scholars are

divided into classes, according to age and a))ility,hoard work is

given them in arithmetic and oral work in reading and spelling.

Ihdzes are then awarded to the ]>upils who have been most suc-

cessful. Another interesting feature is the exhil)its of school

work done during the year. Superintendent C. 'SV. i\Ieyers pro-

vides the diffei'cnt schools and grades with a scrap book, in udiich

the teachers are j-equested to preserve the best work done by the

pupils during the year, whether it be a drawing, a composition, a

pai’ticularly neat examination paper, or work of any other kind

which can be reduced to paper and which deserves commendation

In this way originality is encouraged, and the ehildrmi are incited

to do their best, not on one spectaeiilar occasion as is often the

case with exhil)ition work, but throughout the year, knowing that

good work at any time Avill win commendation.

The good effect of this association has been almost Avithout

measure. It impresses the i)upi] Avith the fact that he is not

sim])]y a pupil of one particulai- school, hut a paid of a great

system. The pupil aaTo easily leads his oavu school is spurred

on to greater effort to excel the pupils of other schools, Avhile

the so-called dull pupil, Avitli only one talent, recei\ms due appre-

ciation for the one thing that he can accomplish. The teacher is

bi'oadened hy her contact Avith other teachers, and goes back

to her school Avitli a iieAv resolve for improAmd service, ,iust at a

period of the school Avork Avhen the enthusiasm of the neAV term

lias Avaned, and there is a temptation to settle doAvn to hum-drum
I'outine. The jAarents are brought into closer tOAich Avith the

Avork, and are inspired to take a greater interest in the progress

of the school in their neighborhood. The members of the school

board, aside from receiving help in the line of their legal responsi-

bilities, receive a broader idea of the responsibilities, ethically as

Avidl as materially, Avhich attach themselves to the position of

school committeeman. In fact, the present excellent educational

system of tin* county OAves much to this association and its Avork.

Population. Dakota county has a population of 23,471, ac-

cording to the census of 1905 taken by the state. Of these, accord-

ing to report, 11,901 live in villages and 11,570 in the country.

There are 6,718 males of Amting age. The principal occupations

are enumerated as folloAvs: Farmers, 2,419; skilled laborers, 983;

common lalmrers, 2.676; lumbermen, 8; merchants, and dealei'S,

273; raihvay employes, 128; liquor dealers, 80; clerks, agents and

salesmen, 410; professional men, 96; teachers, 178; capitalists aaid

retired, 38 ; unclassified, 106. The nativity of the people of the
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eouuty is as follows : Native born, 2,679 ;
Minnesota born, 15,016

;

Germans, 2,699; Swedes, 667; Norwegians, 373; Canadians, 302;

Irish, 575; Danes, 246; English, 169; Bohemians, 21; Poles, 55;

Finns, 4 ;
Austrians, 83 ;

Kussians, 23 ;
Scotch, 66 ;

French, 24

;

AYelsh, 11; other countries, 152; total foreign born, 5,470. The

nationality of the fathers of those now living in the county is as

follows; United States, 7,260; Germans, 7,607; Swedes, 1,493;

Norwegians, 772; Canadians, 602; Irish, 2,352; Danes, 545; Eng-

lish, 370; Bohemian, 95; Poles, 106; Finns, 32 ;
Kussians, 74;

Scotch, 222; Austrians, 159; French, 104; AYelsh, 37; Hollanders,

4; Swiss, 173; Hungarians, 32; Belgians, 16. The increase of the

population of the county is told in the following table : 1850,

584; 1860, 9,093; 1865, 12,476; 1870, 16,312; 1875, 17,360; 1880,

17,391; 1885, 18,590; 1890, 20,240; 1895, 21,345; 1900, 21,733.;

1905, 23,471.

Agricultural Society. In the fall of 1857 the subject of an

agricultural society began to be discussed by the farmers of the

county. This discussion resulted in the calling of a preliminary

meeting to consider the matter more fully, which meeting was

held in February, 1858, at the house of Ignatius Donnelly in Niu-

inger. The general sentiment of the meeting was entirely in

favor of the project and, Alareh 20, 1858, the society Avas organ-

ized at Nininger, and the folloAving officers elected: C. P. Collins,

of LeAviston, president; D. B. Truax, Thomas HoAves, AA'illiam

Stratton, Jr.
;
Leonard Aldrich, Aloses Cole, and Albert Poor,

vice-presidents; AYilliam Hanna, treasurer; L. N. Countryman, re-

cording-secretary
;
A. AA^. AIcDonald and C. Stebbins, correspond-

ing secretaries.

The first fair of the society Avas held at Nininger, October 7,

8 and 9, 1858. Hon. II. H. Sibley delHered the address
;
the

attendance Avas large, the display highly commendable of the

farmers of the county, and the exhil)ition, in all its essential fea-

tures, a decided success. The succeeding fair Avas held at Has-

tings, September 15 and 16, 1859. Other fairs Avere held there,

Avith a continually decreasing attendance until, in 1867, the society

exhibitions ceased for Avant of patronage, and the society lost its

organization. April 10, 1869, hoAvcAmr, a meeting Avas held at

Donaldson’s hall, in Farmington, to re-organize the county agri-

cultural society, J. H. Donaldson being elected chairman and. K. N.

Guiteau, secretary, of the meeting. It was decided to hold the

fair for this year, 1869, at Farmington, on the 12th, 13th and 14th

of October. This Avas done, and the success of the society seemed
assured. Annual fairs liaAm been held on the society’s rented or

purchased grounds at Farmington for many years. The annual

celebrations are now street fairs.

At a meeting of the society, April 27, 1872, Ezra Slack was



G40 HISTOEY OF DAKOTA COUNTY

appointed a eonmiittee to i>urcliase grounds suitable for the

soc'iety’s perinauent use. These were obtained during the follow-

ing suniuier, from IMajor John Kennedy of Hastings and K. N.

Cuiteau of Farmington. The lauds, situated about half a mile

noihheast of the village of Farmington, were surveyed by Daniel

F. Akin, and comprised twenty-two and a half acres. A fine half-

mile track was also laid out, and the buildings belonging to the

society were moved to tlie new grounds. The grounds Avere dis-

posed of seA^eral years ago. The present officers of the society

are: Fi'csideut, (1. F. Akin; secretary, C. S. LcAvis, treasurer,

AYilliam Xixon.

CHRISTIANA SETTLEMENT.

Christiana Settlement. Christiana settlement is a flourishing

community in Eureka toAvnsliip composed of Scandinavians.

The lii’st Noiuvegians in Dakota county Avere : Peter Sampson,

from A^oss
;
Ole Olson and Ole Toreson, from Hallingdal; and

Johannes Jacol)seu, from AA’^inje. They came from AA isconsin and

settled in that paid of the county Avhich is noAV called Christiana

Settlement, in ISoJ. P. 0. Ruh came two years later. They

traveled by ox team JOG miles, and began tilling the soil, using

oxen to break the land. The nearest tOAvns Aveie Hastings and

St. Paul, a distance of 25 and 30 miles. They raised only hay at

hrst, Imt later raised AAdieat almost exclusively.

In 18()2, at the beginning of the Indian outbreak, the settlers

Avcu-e ill constant terror and some of the men took part in the

camjiaigii against the Indians, among Avliich Avas Torger Juve-

land, Avho still lives on his homestead in the Christiana settle-

ment, at the advanced age of 80 years. The Christiana church

belonged to the Augustana Synod, and Avas the fir.st church built

by NorAvegians in the county. The Noiuvegian Synod also built

a church, and there are noAV tAVO churches, the NorAvegiau Synod
and the Lutheran Free church. The Christiana settlement is

located Avest of Farmington. In the county there has been until

recently tAvo postoffices Avith NorAvegian names, that of Christiana

and Eidsvold.

Christiana Church. This church, Avhich is officially knoAvn as

the Noi-Avegian -Danish Evangelical Lutheran church in Christiana

settlement, Avas formally organized Alarch 28, 1860, although it

had been in existence before that time.

Christiana church Avas organized of true and confessing Chris-

tians, as far as could be judged. That AAms not Amry often the

case in those days among our people. But there Avas a great

aAvakening in the settlement during the Avinter of 1859-60. This

Avas brought forth by the Rcav Ole Paulson, Avho, together Avith
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Rev. P. Carlson preached the gospel with good results, so that

many souls were saved. But this Avas something new and could

not be tolerated, and consecpiently an opposition was started, with

the result that the Christians Avere persecuted and driven into one

flock. This AAUxs the beginning of Christiana churcli. The church

counted once OA^er 800 members, but probably at that time it Avas

a spiritually dead church. The aAvakeniug came, as already

before mentioned, in 1890. In 1885 the conference had its annual

meeting in Christiana, and more people AAmre gathered in this

settlement on that occasion than eA^er before or after. SeAmral

other big meetings have been held, and the last Avas the fifty

years’ anniA'ersary, last June. The church is incorporated and

holds in its oaaui name property to-AAut ; Eighty acres of land, AA’ith

dAA’elling house, barn, granary, sheds, etc., AA’orth $4,000, and the

church, A'alued at $3,000.

From its organization until 1874 the church aa^s connected

AA’ith the Scandinavian Augustana Synofl. From 1874 to 1890

it AA’as connected AA’ith the NorAvegian Lutheran Conference. In

1890 it joined the United Church, but AA’as forced to part AA’ith

that body in 1896, and from that time the congregation has been

connected AA’ith the X^orAvegian Lutheran Free church.

The first officers of the church AA’ere : Chairman, Rca’. P. Carl-

son
;
secretary, Roa^ 0. Paulson, then colporteiir and evangelist

;

deacons, Ole Kittelson and Ole Petterson Rud, for three years,

Ole Iverson and Peter ThomiAson for tAA’o years, Sigurd Larson

and Martin Petterson Rud for one year
;
trustees : duel Iverson

for three years, Lars Johnson for tAA’O years, and Peter Hendrick-

son for one year.

The first members Avere : Ole Thoreson and Avife, IMarit

;

Sigurd Larson and Avife, Gunhild
;
Ole Kittleson and AA’ife, Signe

;

Ole Petterson Rud, Ole Iverson, Peter Thompson, Martin P. Rud,

Peter Rud, duel Iverson, Lars Johnson and AA’ife, Ingeborg; Lars

IMohn and AA’ife
;
Peter Hendrickson and AA’ife, Louise

;
Brede Skof-

stad; duel Knutson and AA’ife, Inga; OA’er Olson and Avife, Anna;

Ole Thoreson and AA’ife, Betsy
;
Torkel Olson

;
Torger Juveland

and AA’ife, Dorthea
;
Knut Thompson, Stephen Thoreson, Henrik

Christofferson and AA’ife, Maren
;
Betsy Thompson.

A minister’s residence AA’as built in 1861, a farmhouse 12x18.

In 1862 a meeting AA’as held and A’otes cast concerning the means

and place for erection of a church. Four years later the church

Avas ready and the first meeting held, July 5, 1866. It AA’as dedi-

cated the same year. But the congregation grcAv fast and the

old church became too small. In 1878 the neAv church Avas built,

36x60. This AAms dedicated the same year, and seiwes its pur-

pose yet. In 1867 the congregation bought 80 acres of land on

AA’hich Avas built a house for the minister. This is the old
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Clu-istiaua parsonage, located live miles south of Lakeville and

two miles northwest from the church.

List of pastors: (1) Kev. P. Carlson, Avho served from its

organization to July, 1861. lie died at Omaha, Neb., August Id,

1909, 86 years old; (2) Lev. Nils Olson, from July, 1861 'to July,

1869. He died October 11, 1881, at Owatonna, Minn., 71 years old.

(3) l\ev. N. E. AVikre, from July 1, 1869, to Septeml)er 11, 1881.

He is still working as a minister at Running Valley, AVis. (1)

From 1881 to 1883 the church had no pastor, but Avas served

occasionally by several, especially by Rev. R. Anderson, avIio then

Avorked as a minister at Bt. Paul, Minn. (5) Rev. Christian AA^old,

from June 1883 to 1888. lie died the same fall at Minneapolis,

Minn. (6) Roav Elias Aas, from IMarch, 1889, till 1901. He is

noAV pastor at Elmnezer church, NortliAVOod, N. D. (7) Rev.

E. M. Hanson, from September 3, 1905, to present time.

In fifty years the congregation has sent out eight ministers,

tAVO missionaries, and several teachers. Names of the ministers,

Avho in this congregation heard the call of the Lord and folloAved

:

Rev. Martin P. Ruh, Elroy, AA^is.
;
Roa^ Ole Guldbrandson, Blair,

AA'is.
;
Rev. Alartin Guldbrandson (dead), AA^'estby, AA^is.

;
Rev. P.

Sten, Foston, Alinn.
;
Rev. Alartin Luther Hailing, Valley City,

N. D.
;
Rev. Olaf Christenson, La Crosse, AAGs.

;
Rev. Chr. Mohn,

Paulsbo, AATish.
;
ReA^ Adolph Juveland, EiAhraim, AA^is. Alis-

sionaries : Airs. ReA^ L. Pederson, Pairdale, N. D.
;
Mrs. R. Kilen,

Farmington, Alinn.

In 1890, 1892 and 1896 this church had three great reAuvals

and nearly eAmry member Avas touched by the Avork of the Holy

Spirit. But some resisted and became bitter opponents, Avhich

resulted in a split. In fifty years 951 have been baptized, 589 con-

firmed, 171 couples married, 272 l)uried, and 11,715 communicants.

There are at present 110 members.

Present Officers : Chairman, Rev. E. AI. Hanson, Lakeville,

Minn.
;
secretary, Oscar Alohn, Lakeville, Alinn.

;
treasurer, 0. M.

Strette, Farmington, Alinn. Deacons : 0. M. Strette, Emil Gun-

derson, Ole Sommervold, A. C. Olson, Phillip Erickson and Al.

Ivopperud. Trustees : George Halverson, Gilbert Iverson, Chas.

Hulberg, Anton Johnson, EJav. Elstad and Julius Olson. Superin-

tendent of Sunday School ; Gilbert Gilbertson. Organist : Luella

Olson.

Societies: The church has three Ladies’ Aids, which work for

home and foreign mission, and meet CAmry third week. There is

one Young People’s society that meets in the church every third

Sunday evening, and Avorks mostly for the church. There is also

one temperance society and one AV. C. T. U. society that meets

once a month.
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Sunday Schools : The Sunday school is divided into four dis-

tricts, as the congregation is very much scattered.

Rev. E. M. Hanson was born in Vik Helgoland, Norway, Sep-

tember 7, 1862. His parents were Hans Pederson Vaag and

Johanna Olson. His mother died when he was thirteen years old,

but he can never forget how she prayed for him and with him.

At her deathbed he got the call from the Lord to become his

servant either as a minister or as a missionary. But his father

had not the means to send him to school, so he had to wait until

at last he gave it up as an impossibility for him. In 1887 he

emigrated to America and came to Minneapolis, where he became

acquainted Avith Augsburg Seminaiy. On January 2, 1888, he

entered Augsburg Seminary and graduated from the college de-

partment at that institution in 1893 Avith the degree of B. A. He
continued his studies at this institution, graduating from the theo-

logical department in 1896 Avith the degree B. D. During this

time he Avorked hard through the summer months teaching school

and other Avork, in order to earn enough for the Avinter. He Avas

ordained as a minister June 28, 1896, at Brandon, Minn., from

where he had a call. He married Minda Christine Berg of Bran-

don, Minn. In 1903 he Avas called to Becker county to do some

missionary AVork and stayed there for tAvo years. In 1905 he Avas

called to take up Avork in Christiana and Throndhjem churches.

Norwegian Synod. Professor Larson, of Decorah, loAva, made
a missionary trip to the NorAvegian settlement in Eureka in 1857

and effected a partial organization of a chui’ch and society Avhich

took the name of the Christiana Synod Church. Regular minis-

terial work Avas begun in 1859 by Rev. B. J. Muus, of Holden, as

visiting pastor in charge. He continued until Rev. N. A. Quam-
men Avas called in 1866. Rev. Quammen serAmd for many years.

A church was erected in 1867 near the east line of section 29,

on the south side of the main higliAvay. A minister’s house Avas

built in 1879. The church purchased many years ago a church

farm of eighty acres.



CHAPTER XIX.

REMINISCENCES.

James D. Hoskins, now one of the prominent citizens of Los

Angeles, Cal., was one of the early settlers of Hastings, of whom
bnt few are now living. In the spring of 1857 he platted on his

pre-emption, a ])art of Avhich is now Northtield, in Rice county.

He has written a letter, not intended for publication, but Avhich

contains such excellent material that we are using it entire. The

letter follows

:

“In the summer of 1854 there Avere only a feAA^ settlers in

Dakota county, most of them in and near Mendota, AAdiich Avas

the county seat at that time. There Avas a scattering Irish settle-

ment in the hills south of klendota and a feAv near the river,

soutli of tlie ferry across to St. Paid. At that time Hastings

Avas .iust starting into existence. It had one store, neither school

nor church, and perhaps a dozen inhabitants, Avith a feAV scat-

tered S'htlers Avho had taken claims near by in the Amlley of

llie Vermillion rXer, across Avhicli the first liridge Avas built in

185(i by our ‘Uncle Sam’ under the supervision of a Mr. XeAvton.

These Rnv settlers Avere the A'anguard of the army that Avas to

come in 1855 and 185(J to take possession of the valley of the

Vermillion and of the beautiful prairie stretching Avest and south

to tlie Cannon river. In 1851; the means of transportation to

the ‘outer Avorld’ Avas limited to the short season of navigation

on the river. Galena, 111., Avas the neare.st point of connection

Avith a railroad, and tJiat Aims made only late in the fall of 1851;.

Tlie old steamers Audubon, Black HaAvk and Lady Franklin ran

from Galena to St. Paul as regular as the sandliars Avould permit,

for they often liad to put the passengers and some of the freight

ashore in order to pull the boat OAmr the bar. The first-class fare

Avas -S8, and I rememlier they set a good table on those boats;

l)luff Captain Harris Avas a good provider. In 1855 Mr. Bur-

bank, Avho aftei’Avards made a fortune freighting for the Hudson

Bay Company to Pembina, started an express on the river lioats

and ran as his OAvn messenger and Avrote his receipts, not even

liaving printed blanks. I have some of them noAv, for as Ave

had no bank in Hastings I Avas obliged to send money to Mar-

shall’s Bank in St. Paul. We had one other Avay of getting

to Duhurpie—a long and tiresome journey overland by M. O.

AValker’s stage line, crossing the Vermillion some miles Avest of

644
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Hastings, its passengers taking dinner both going and coming

from St. Paul with Joe Carr, who kept a hotel eighteen miles

south of St. Paul in a one-room loghouse, with tAvo families living

in it. Its floor used to be covered every night ivith claim hunters

going south to the big avoocIs on the Cannon river. Early in the

morning they Avould be routed out by Mrs. Carr's slirill A'oice,

saying, ‘Get out, get out of here; I must get up and get break-

fast.’ She Avas a good cook and her breakfasts of ham and eggs,

potatoes, hot biscuits and coffee Avere relished better than any

breakfasts eA'er seiwed by a French chef. Of course Ave early

pioneers suffered many hardships. At that time it Avas some

thirty miles soutlnvest from Carr’s Avithout a sign of habitation,

to the Atkinson lirothers' log cabin in the soutliAvest of Dakota

county, and Ave often camped at night under our Avagon Avith our

oxen chained to the AAdieels. And yet there Avere some compensat-

ing pleasures, mostly in anticipating the lieautiful homes Ave Avere

to make for ourselves and children and the riches Ave Avere to

gather, AA’hich in most cases neAmr materialized.

“Among the notable men aaJio liA’ed in Dakota county in

1854 Avas 11. H. Sibly, aaJio lived at Mendota and Avas one of the

original proprietors of Hastings, giA'ing to it his middle name.

He Avas aftei’Avards the first gOA^ernor of tlie state. Mr. Noah

—

not the one avIio built the ark—also liA'ed at IMendota. He Avas

register of deeds for Dakota county in 1855. He Avas a mys-

terious man of more than ordinary ability. AYe had also in

Hastings, in 1855 and 1856, some men aaJio in after years took

an aetiAm part in the management of public affairs. General

Le Due, aaJio Avas, I think, one of the original proprietors of the

tOAvn and did good serAuee during our misunderstanding Avith

our southern brothers, and the chubby-faced Ignatius Donnelly,

completed his education as a laAA^yer in the office of A. AI. and

0. T. Hays. Avho as a young man of tAventy-eight years Ave after-

ward elected as lieutenant-gOAnrnor and of Avhom much might

be said of his literary and political Utopian fancies. He Avas a

bright young man. In 1855-56 the legal profession Avas repre-

sented by A. AI. and 0. T. Hays and James Dow, aaJio aa^s a

protege of President Pierce. For ministers of the Gospel Ave had

the Bev. AA’ileoxon, Episcopalian, and the BeAV Charles Le Due,

Presbyterian. Our medical advisers Avere Doctors Hauchett,

Fitch and Thorne, and they Avere a .jolly set.

“Our hotelkeepers Avere AI. 0. AA’’. Truax and Bill Allison.

They did the best they could, but sometimes the hash Avas pretty

tough, at least A^an Auken used to think so, but then he Avas a

joker. Hastings flourished and so did all Dakota county in

1855 and 1856 and up to July, 1857. And then came the financial

crash, Avhich put many poor felloAvs in a much Avorse condition
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than when tliey first came to the territory. Immigration almost

Avliolly ceased and there was a great scarcity of money. We
could not ship our produce to the East and it was hard to get

forty cents per bushel for the best wheat. A farmer was for-

tunate to get two dollars per hundred for dressed hogs. Mei’-

chauts tailed, mechanics Avere unemployed, and woe to the man
who AAUis in debt, with a mortgage on his farm, for he was sure

to lose it. But I must bring this rather disjointed letter to a

close, and yet I must speak of the last Indian Avar dance that

took place in Dakota county. It was at Hastings, in the fall of

1855. A hand of Sioux Indians had made a raid on a band of

ChippeAvas across the river in AVisconsin. The Iavo hands Avere

mortal enemies. The Sioux had taken tAVO scalps and had them

stretched on hoops. Fifty Avarrioi’S formed a ring in front of

the ]\I. 0. AY. Truax Hotel and danced arountl tAvo squaAvs who
held the scalps suspended on poles. It was a horrible sight and

the hoAvling of the painted Indians and the screaming of the

scpiaAvs Avas fearful to hear. I oiight to have spoken of Father

AIcAIahon. He Avas a jolly priest, someAvhat after the order of

Robin Hood’s Molly Friar.’ He Avas the Catholic priest vAdio,

ten yccU'S later, in 1866, Avent Avith the Fenian army Avhen they

made their raid to capture Canada. He Avas captured and sen-

tenced to be transported, but OAving to his age and some in-

flAienee being brought to bear on the home government the sen-

tence was never enforced. Of course there are many others I

could speak of Avho took an active part in the early settlement

of Dakota county, but space forbids a more extended notice of

them.”

PIONEER CHILDHOOD

Mrs. James Duff has prepared for this Avork, an article en-

titled “R-eminescences of Pioneer Childhood,” Avhieh the editor

feels most fortunate in securing. Mrs. Duff Avas one of the

pioneers of this section of the country, and her article is of gen-

eral interest aside from its local application. The contribution

folloAvs

:

The reader of these childhood memories, may sometimes Avon-

der if it Avas a boy or a girl so I will OAvn up to the fact, these

are the memories of a “tomboy.” Aly parents had three chil-

dren, all girls, one seAmral years older and the other younger

than myself. AA^hen I speak of Ave or us I refer to my older sister

and myself as Ave Avere ahvays mates in pleasures, duties and

scrapes, until my mother required her help in the house. But I

Avas alAvays “father’s boy” to lend a hand AAdiereever he needed

help.
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]\Iy first memory is a very bitter one. AA'hen I was two and

a half years old, my father moved from Afton, Minn., to Red
Rock, Alinn., and the only doll I ever owned, a home-made rag-

doll, Avas lost on the trip and neA'er found. Aly father built a

shanty near the riA-er and my next recollection is of a steamboat

coming up the riA-er. AA"e lived there seA^en years but the steam-

boat neA'er lost its thrill and charm for me. Father cut cord-

Avood and sold it to the boats and he also planted a large melon

patch and Avhen they Avere ripe he Avould be at the landing Avith

baskets of melons for Avhich there Avas ahvays a good sale. AVe

Avere ahvays Avith him and it Avas a great treat to be alloAved to

go on board the boats. I have heard mother say that they looked

for the monthly boat Avith about equal hope and dread, hope for a

letter from home and dread that there Avould be too many of

them, as the postage on each letter Avas ten cents to be paid by

the receiA^er, and there Avas little money in the country and fcAv

Avays of earning any, the usual pay being Avhat one man had and

the other man Avanted. AA"e used to ride the horses to the riA-er to

Avater and sometimes it Avas our good luck to see a boat come out

of “Picayune Chute,” a narroAv channel betAveen tAvo heavily

Avooded islands. No pictixres eA^er painted can excel some I have

on memories’ Avails.

At that time, 1850, and for seA^eral years after all Avest of the

Alississippi river belonged to the Sioux Indians. Indians Avere

often visitors at our hoAise. AA'hen father Avas at home it Avas all

right, he Avas not afraid of them and ahvays used them Avell. They

had a name for him that meant “Straight Tongue,” or “One AVho

AA'ould Not Lie.” AAdien they asked for something to eat, he

ahvays gave them something and they Avere satisfietl. But Avheu

mother Avas alone, no matter hoAv much she gaA'e them, they

Avould keep asking for more until our cupboard Avas as bare as

klother Hubbard’s.

In the late fall one year father Avas aAvay and mother had

finished her Saturday's baking and cleaning, AAdien an Indian

AA'alked in. He had broken through the ice on the Grey Cloud

Island Slough, and as it Avas as niAich mud as Avater he Avas a

distressing sight. He sat doAvn by the stoA'e, filled it up Avith

Avood, and, as the mud and ice melted, he Avould scrape it off AAuth

his hunting knife and throAV it on the floor. IMother Avas a A'ery

neat housekeeper and at first the looks of her clean floor caused

her many qualms, but soon the odors from the dirt caused more
distressing qualms of a physical sort. Father kept the postoffiee

and happily for her tAvo of the neighbors came for their mail and

induced the Indian to moA-e on.

One fall 5YabashaAv’s band of Indians from AVabashaAv Avent to

St. Paid to receiA-e their annuities, AAdien they got there the money
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to pay tliem was paper money and they refused to take any but

gold so tlie money had to be sent l)aek and excdianged for gold,

and the Indians went into camp and waited. They had come up
the river in their canoes and expected to return in them. Days
lengthened into weeks before the gold came back. The anchor

ice commenced to run in the river, and formed over the river

at the bend at Hastings although it was open water below there.

The Indians hired all the teams they could get to haul their

canoes and the old and feeble Indians to Hastings and the rest

took the trail and Avere tAvo days on the march. l\Iy sister and
myself (tAvo little girls of five and nine years old), Avere going to

school a little over a mile from home, In the morning Ave had to

meet the Indians and tin; hoys from tAvelve to sixteen Avould stop

us, open our dinner ]>ails, take something out and by the time

Ave gut to the school house Ave had a dinner pail l)ut no dinner.

The last morning four Indian hoys Avould not let us pass; AAdiich-

ever Avay Ave turned, they headed us off, and made motions for us

to go Avith them. The other Indians Avould go I)y apparently

Avithout noticing us, or else, they Avould laugh. I remember Ave

did not cry l)ut Avere uneasy as to hoAV Ave Avere to get by, Avhen

tAvo old Indians came along and spoke sharply to the boys and

they let us go on our Avay. I do not remember that I eA^er felt any

fear of an Indian but still Ave ahvays felt that they Avere better

let alone.

IMy father Avas a great hunter, indeed for the first fcAV years

our only meat Avas the game he killed and our only light at

night, candles made from deer talloAV. Sometimes we Avent Avith

him Avheii he Avent hunting. One day in the early fall Ave tramped

up the hills and through the Avoods and had seen no signs of

game. Father said Ave Avould go by a lake and then home. As

Ave came in sight of the lake a doe and faAvn came doAvn the

other side of the lake, stepped into the Avater and drank their

fill. I had been anxious to see father kill a deer, but was glad to

hear him say, “They are too far off, I could not hit them.”

Another time he had killed tAvo deer in the afternoon, but did not

get home until after dark. The next morning at daylight Ave

Avent Avith him to get the deer and drive the team home, while he

hunted another one he had been tracking. He sold the hides and

saddles of venison in St. Paul and Ave used the rest at home and

shared it Avith out neighlmrs.

Every detail of the first funeral I eAmr attended I can recall.

It Avas of tAvo boys aaSio Avere droAvned the fourth of July. The

home-made coffins, the solemn looks of all; the grief of the two

families, and even the text of the preacher, “The first shall be

last and the last shall be first,” are as plain to me today as

it Avas fifty-six years ago.
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In those days every one's cattle and horses ran at large on

the prairies and the river bottoms. Only the fields were fenced.

It was onr work to bring home the cows every night. "When the

horses were not at work we could ride them l)ut that was so seldom

it did not seem to answer onr needs. Many St. Paul people turned

out their horses to graze through the summer or until they

wanted to use them. AYe found the gentle ones, led them up to

a boulder, got on without saddle or bridle, guided them with a

switch, drove our cows home and let the horses go
;
to repeat the

performance the next night.

One morning in early spring we saw a crowd of men, women
and children coming up the road. As soon as they came Avithin

hailing distance they incpiired, “Hoav many can you get breakfast

for, and hoAV many can yon carry to St. Paul?” A l)oat coming

up the river had struck a snag and sunk, but all the passengers

got oft' and first they wanted breakfast and then on to St. Paul.

Every home furnished everything capable of being cooked in

short order and eAmry team Avas presed into service and every

farmer Avas richer liy from tAventy-fiAm to forty dollars for that

day’s Avork, according to their eonseience in charging.

AA^hen father first raised grain he threshed it Avith a flail.

Later he Avould clear a space on the frozen ground, then driA'e

the team over the grain and keep turning it over and OA'er. AA^hen

he built his barn he left one side for a threshing floor. The grain

Avas piled up over head
;
he Avould pitch it doAvn and turn in all

the horses and colts loose. It Avas our business to set on the cross

beams and Avith a Avhip keep the horses going. I remember the

first threshing machine ever brought to Minnesota. It belonged

to Leonard Aldrich, probably in 1853 -5 . It Avas a little tread-

poAver machine. I do not think father could have had over forty

or forty-fiAm acres of grain but it took a Avhole Aveek and a half

day over to thresh it and then it had to be run through a fanning

mill three or foiir times before it Avas clean.

Although Ave lived so near the river I neA'er had but one canoe

ride. Aly aunt lived on the Avest side of the river and they Avould

come to Adsit us, she Avould hold her baby in her anus and the

older child Avould sit betAveen her feet and my uncle Avonld sit in

the other end of the canoe and paddle. Alother Avas alAvays sure

they Avould be upset and droAvned and Avould never let either of

us go Avith them or father. One day she sent us to Red Rock to

invite Air. Altenburg and his sister of Pt. Douglas aaAio Avere

visiting in Red Rock to stop and take dinner Avith us on their Avay

home. She said, “If they AAdll come you may Avait and come Avith

them.” They had a canoe and said of course it Avould be all right

for us to go Avitli them. A day in June, the heavily Avooded bottom
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lands, the rocky l)lnft's and green banks, the SAviftly gliding canoe,

the shining waters make another i^ieture for memory’s gallery.

AVhen only four years old 1 started to school in a part of the

old missionary house at Red Rock. Our teacher was a Mrs. Barnes.

The summer before her husband, herself and daughter, Helen,

started for Alinnesota. The boat they Avere on burned and Mr.

Barnes Avas either burned or droAAuied. Her daughter later taught

our scliool and both Avere lovely and refined ladies. AVe learned

our letters and to read and spell from Webster’s spelling book.

The methods and books might have been better, but none could

have impressed themselves more indelibly on the scholar’s mem-
ory. 1 can still see the long lines of Avords arranged according

to the number of syllables. The fables Avith their pictures at the

end of the book, about the lark and the farmer, the difference it

made Avhose ox Avas gored and hoAV Dog Tray found out the effect

of keeping bad company, etc. In the Avinter Avhen it Avas cold and

there Avas no moisture Ave Avore Indian moccasins to school (the

most comfortable covering ever made for the feet). AA'hen the

snoAvs Avere melting Ave each had a pair of boy’s boots Ave Avore,

but Ave did not care for Ave Avere not the only ones.

Speaking of shoes reminds me of a funny experience. Father

brought Avith him a set of cobbler’s tools and lasts. Aloney Avas

scarce and women’s and children’s shoes Avere hard to get Avhen

they first came here in 1846. So father made my sister’s shoes

from mother’s old ones and mother’s shoes from his boot legs.

One time he made a mistake and made one of mother’s shoes Avith

the Avrong side of the leather outside and she Avore them that Avay

as there Avas no more bootlegs.

The house in Afton Avhere I Avas born Avas a log cabin Avith a

dirt floor and open fireplace and the first summer the AvindoAVS

Avere openings cut in the Avail Avith slides made of boards to close

in ease of a storm. AVhen Avinter came some other arrangement

Avas needed. Galena, 111., Avas the nearest place Avhere AvindoAV

glass could be l)ought. i\Ir. Haskell, of Cottage Grove, had built a

house that summer and had his AvindoAV glass, nails, etc., shipped

from Galena. He gaAm father the broken lights from his AvindoAVS

and father made sashes to fit the lights instead of lights to fit the

sashes.

In the spring of 1857 my father moAmd from Red Rock to

Castle Rock, Dakota county. Part of his goods he took across the

river to Kaposia in skiffs, the rest by Avagons by Avay of St. Paul,

as that Avas the only ferry at that time across the river. My sister

and myself rode a couple of three-year-old colts Ave had broken

to ride and drove the cattle, about 25 head. Then began the re-

Avard of our antics Avith the horses at Red Rock.

AVhat feAV fields there Avere Avere fenced and cattle and horses
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rim at large. Father had a good many horses and cattle of his

own and a livery tiriii in St. Paul—AVilloughby & Powers—made

arrangements with him to take any horses and colts they had,

look after them in summer, stable and feed them in winter. This

arrangement lasted about four or five years. Two horses, colts

or ponies, anything in fact that we could get saddle and bridle on,

was kept at home and about four o’clock we saddled np and took

turn about, one to round up the horses the otlier the cattle and

bring tliem home. I only rememlier missing once—when there

Avas a Aauy severe stoimi in June and then we rode two days be-

fore Ave found the horses. Usually it Avas pleasure. But some-

times after Avalking a mile and a half from school to take a slice

of bread and butter and start out in a cold October rain and ride

from one to three hours, according to our luck in locating the

herds and the distance they Avere from home, Avhy that Avas

another story, as I Avas father’s chore and errand boy.

I think that, for the summer months for four years I Avas in

the saddle from one to six times every day. AVe became finite

noted for our riding and in the early days of the Dakota County

Agricultural Society Ave,, Avith kliss Alaria Daniels, of LcAviston,

Avere one of their draAving cards as lady equestriennes.

This Avas the time of my tomboy life, the best part of my child-

hood, Avith its freedom and its responsibilities and the feeling that

I Avas needed and a help and as the child of today Avould say,

“there Avas something doing all the time.” Father soAved his

grain by hand and I Avould drive the team hitched to a little “A”
drag that Avould not coA'cr more than eight feet and then it had to

be lapped half so that a small held took lots of Avalkiug. I ahvays

rebelled in thought though not in action because I had to drKe
to the bars at noon and night instead of unhitching Avherever I

happened to lie in the held and then ride home.

During all the spring seeding some one had to remain in the

helds through the daylight hours until the grain Avas Avell covered

to keep the thousands of Avild pigeons from eating up the seed

grain. The sky Avould be darkened by the immense hocks hying

to their nesting places. AA^e used to get dreadful sick of pigeon

pot pie in those days. That hrst summer CAmry one had a scheme

to get a cheap and quick roof on their shanties. They coA^ered

the roof boards Avith sheeting and then painted the sheeting. It

Avould have been all right but until July there Avas hardly a day
or night Avithout a shoAver and if the paint Avas fresh, as it usually

was, aAvay went the paint.

jMost of the beds had high posts Avith a sheet stretched over

the top and the sides and ends enclosed Avith mosquito netting

to keep out the mosquitoes.

Some to obviate the effects of leaking roofs Avould place milk
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pans on top of tlie bed sheet where the leaks were the worst, often

wlien the pans heeame filled with water the sheet would sag or

give way and a drencdiing instead of a dropping was the result.

On our farm one of the creeks that form the south branch of

the Vermillion had its rise. Around the spring and along its hanks

were nuid or mire lioles and a large slough adjoining of five

or six hundred acres tliat in the spring or in wet seasons was not

much I)etter. Every man living near gave quick response to a

neighbor’s call that horse or cow was mired in the slough. If

not found and gotten out soon enough they would die from chill

and exhaustion. One spring an ox, poor and weak from lack of

food and care, belonging to a shiftless neighbor, got mired in the

slough. Fatlier aiul the hired man got it out, l)ut it coidd not get

uj). Father sent the owner Avord. lie came, looked, and went

away. AN’e were indignant and father told us Ave might carry it

some hay and Avater it from the spring. So for a Aveek or ten days

Ave Avalked the half mile and carried it hay and grain Ave slipped

in for good measure until it Avas able to get up and feed on the

gi-ass.

In the late summer of 1864 Ave had a seAmre drought, father

had fenced in a x)asture for the horses, but cattle still run at

large. Nearly all Avells Avere shalloAV ones and dried up. PeojAle

droA'e the stock to di'ink and hauled the Avater for house use from

the creeks, sometimes for four or tiAm miles. The cattle smelled the

Avater in our pasture and Avoidd Avander up and doAvn the fence

belloAving and nearly every day Avould lireak through to get to

the Avater. Father and the hired man Avere busy, so it became my
duty to drive the cattle OAit and fix the fence. Hammer and nails

were my constant eomiAanions Avhile the di'ought lasted. The fall

I Avas eleven years old a yoke of oxen had strayed from the herd,

Avhen they had I)een gone a Aveek or so father told me to take my
horse and hunt up the oxen. Our next neighbor had five or six

calves that had also strayed aAvay. He told me he Avould give

me a dollar if I found the calves Avhile I Avas hunting the oxen.

I Avmdd staid in the morning, ride to every herd I saAV
,
inquire at

the houses, going in a different direction each day and riding

from tAventy-five to thirty miles. I found the oxen on the fourth

day lint had found no trace of the calves. The next afternoon I

found the calves and got my pay—the first money I ever earned.

No other money has eAmr seemed just like that. No other dollar

ever looked so large—so fine, and no other dollar ever bought so

much, for though it Avas long before I spent it in reality, I spent

it OAmr and over again in imagination.

Aly first experience in teaching if not my first impulse that

Avay Avas Avhen I Avas tAvelve years old. The teacher Avas boarding

at our house. AA"e had to cross the creek at our next neighbor’s.
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It was a wet year and on each side of tlie bridge it was very miry.

There was some pieces of boards laid down for people on foot, but

the teacher made a misstep, got one foot in the mud and in trying

to get that out got her other foot in and literally got “stuck in

the mud.” The neighbor came with some rails to make a path

and helped her out. As she had to go home for shoes and stock-

ings and a general cleaning up, she told me to go to the school

house, call school and hear the classes until she came. AVhether

it was the brief taste of authority, or the fact that at that time,

only three occupations were open to girls : doing housework,

sewing and teaching school, and teaching Avas the only one of

the three that appealed to me
;
any Avay the spring after I Avas

fourteen 1 Avas a full-tledged teacher in our oavu district, Avith

children for my pupils that I had l>een school mates Avith the sum-

mer before.

My education Avas limited but the requirements Avere not great.

I Avent to school three months a year from four years old to nine

years old. No more school until 1 Avas eleA'en then three months

a year for tAvo years and then our district school for three months,

and a term in Hastings in a private school taught by Charles

Etheridge. After I began teaching 1 Avent to school for three

Avinters to the Baptist University in Hastings taught l)y Eev T. F.

Thicksten, Avife and sister, Aliss Nannie ThickvSten. They Avere all

fine teachers and instilled a love of learning in all hut the hope-

less one^. My Avages for my first school Avere tAvelve dollars a

month and the privilege of “boarding round.” I got along nicely

and used the “oil of birch” rather less than most Avho had pre-

ceded me.

The next year I Avas promised the same school at fifteen dol-

lars a month because I Avould board at home. Schools commenced
the first Alonday in Alay. The last Aveek in April one of the school

hoard came to see me and said that another member of the hoard

had rented his farm and the tenant's daughter Avanted the school

and to make things pleasant in that quarter they had decided to

let her have it. As there had been no contract signed T had
nothing to do hut sulmiit. Aly first lesson on doing business in

a business manner. AYhen Ave talked it OAmi' at home all Avere

sure I Avas out of a school for that summer, as it surely Avas too

late to get another. I asked father if T might haAm Prince the

next day to hunt a school. I had heard in Hastings the Avinter

before of a school in the Avestern part of the county AAdiere there

had been so much trouble in the school (the boys turning out one

of the teachers) that it Avas thought it Avould be hard to get a

teacher for the school, it Avas a forlorn hope and I rode the

sixteen miles feeling rather doAvncast. I found they had no

teacher. I rode to see all the directors, shoAved my certificate, got
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the school, the contract was made out and signed before I started

home and 1 commenced my school on the first Monday in May
with the rest of the teachers, hut I was hack to twelve dollars a

month and hoard around.

Boarding around was not so had if one could see the funny

side of things and could keep a close mouth for the teacher was
told the faults and failings of all the rest of the district at nearly

every new hoarding place.

This was in 1863, the year after the Indian outbreak. In July

there were rumors of Indians in the nearby woods and reports of

the loss of flour, meat and other things by different settlers.

Many of the families left their homes at night and went to the

“Upper Prairie” to the homes of friends and away from the

woods. A feAV families remained in the valley and I stayed with

them and kept on with my school although the attendance fell off

as parents feared to send their children alone to school. It was
reported there were Indians in the woods near the lake and the

men decided to get together and fight, capture or drive them

away. About ten o’clock they marched by the school house,

armed Avith guns, scythes, pitchforks and axes, none of them look-

ing very anxious to meet Indians. They chose a captain and

divided into squads and Avere to surround a piece of Avoods where

the Indians were supposed to be. They Avere to shout or fire guns

to let each other knoAV where they were. Needless to say they had

no fight and captured no Indians, but I think they came home
feeling they deserA’ed the honors of war, for the Indian scare soon

died out and life resumed its usual course.

I taught tAvo terms in the home district and a year in the

Hastings school but the old frontier life Avas fading and there is

no more to tell. Nellie Johnson Duff.
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