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Planes in stock at Manila for immediate delivery Also, a fully
equipped School of Aviation for the training of pilote, including a
special course in Military Aeronantics.
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AERONAUTICAL NOTES

Developinent of the Air Service

Establishment of the Aeronautical Department

Gieneral Mouhan K. Tinn was appointed by the Cabinet to be the Dirvector
~of the Aeronautical Department which came into being November 10,1619, The
official seal of the Department was issued on November 25. Tsan Tan Tenrple,
formerly used as a school for officers by the army, was turned over to the Depart men

which moved into its new offices on the 1st of December.

A scheme of the organisation of the Depariment was drawn up and
approved by the President of the Republic. Both as regards expenses and
personnal economy was constantly kept in view. Only three burcau chiefs and
nine section chiefs were appointed. These were to be assisted by twelve senior

assistants, sixteen junior assistants and a clerical stafl of twenty eight.

Immediately after the establishinent of the Department the General Statf
turned over to the War Ministry the Aeronautical School and the Workshop which
were again handed over to the Deparument on the cighth of December. Both the
School and the Workshop were reorganised upon being taken over.

A Committee on Construction was appointed on January 18, 1920 to take
charge of the planning and erection of hangars. .\ Committee on Translation was
also appointed on January 25, 1920 to collect and translate valuable hooks and

documents.

A hospital was organised on March 19.

On October 13, 1919 there was signed at Paris a Convention concerning
the Regulations of Acrial Navigation to which China was also a signatory power.
Whether the Convention should be ratificd or not an if ratified what preparations
are to be made constitute very important gaestions to be solved by the Aeronautical
Department. Aceordingly the Convention was translated, published and distributed

to various government offices for study and criticism



.

Based upon the Convention as well as the existing laws of France,

Eogland, Ttaly and America, an Aerial Code for China is being drawn up.

Preparatory to the employment of aerial photography as a means of
vapid and accurate mapping the Department called several informal meeiihgs to
which are invited representatives of the General Staff, the Ministry of Public |
Instruction, the Astronomical Observatory and the Geological Survey. Tt wus
decided as a first step to take to determine the longitude and latitude of several

important places between Urga and Pekin and between Pekin and Shanghai.

‘ .
China sends students to England to study aeroplane manufacture

The plan for sending a number of students to Ilngland to study aeroplane
mantfactare was drawn up by the Aeronautical Department and approved by the
(abinet. Six students were selected. A good deal of care was excercised in the
selection of these students on account of the importance of their mission in relation
to the future of aeronautical developnient in China. The arsenals of Hanyang and
Shanghai, the Pekin Technical College, the Tangshan Engineering College, and
Peivang University were all requested o send their best students to compete for
the scholarships offered. Examinations were held’on January 21 x\;hich resulted
in the selection of Lieutenants Tsiang Kwei, Shen Telr Hsieh and Chiang Kwang
Yin of the navy and Messrs, Lu, Deng and Tsow as the six sucecessful candidates.
They were to sail from Shanghal on the 8, 8. Rhesuz for England about the
middle of Aypril.

Admission of cadets to the Aeronautical Academy

Candidates for admission to the Aeronautical Academy were sclected from
among the subaltern officers of both the Army and Navy. Ixaminations were
held at the Aeronautical Department on Iebruary 17. FEFach candidate was
examined first physically, the successful passing of which was requisite to taking
the subsequent intellectual tests. 104 passed the physical examination 30 of which
number were admitted fo the Academy with another 20 as alternates who were to
replace any cadets who might for various reasons leave the Air Service after
admission to the Academy. The Academy was formally opened at Nanyuan on
March 27.



-
The Construction of Naval Aircrafts in Fukien

The Aeronautical eagineers appointed by the Central Government to
construct naval airerafis in Fukien turned out some very marvelous work. Several
hydro-aeroplanes were constructed, with a eapacity of carrying two persons each.
The public congratulated the successful work by these able engineers who studied
for many years in Europe and America, where they had plenty of opportunities to
gain experience in aeronautical engiﬁeering.

They are proceeding to manufacture some bigger sea-planes, with a greater
capacity. It is believed thev will be able to manufacture machines to carry

twenty-five persons. besides the two pilots.
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