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THE FIELD OF CHINESE SULTURE

(The Outline ef the Work. of .be Iostitute of Bastern Culture )
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INTRODUCNION
We accept the definition that civilization is.a process of man in adapting

himgelf to his enviropment, and that culture is the products obtained from this
process of adaptation. As a result of the difference of conditions in -diffen_:nt



OB X & Zz % # 3

parts of the world, different civilizations sprang up lere and tkere. As the
process of adaptation is different, naturally the accomplishments obtained from
this process i also different, Undoubtedly - there is'a great gap between the
cultures of the East and the West in view of the great differencss of environment
of these regions. The aim of the Institute of Eastern Culture is to promote
thé study and investigation of Eastern culiure and especially of Chinese
culture with a view to bfizig it forth to ihe world and at the same time ta
attempt to study the cultures of the other paris of the world, especially thtat
ol the \-’\.Lvest, aﬁd to introduce the.same to the peoples of the East, ™

The following chart on the field of Chinese culture is prepared to show
what the In_stitu{e of Eastern Culture is.attemp;ing_to do in relation to Chinese
culture. The outline set forth in this chart is only tentative and revisions
may be nécessé.ry from time to time. In this outline we. follow our definition
closely, that 'i§ why we begin our inquiry with the background, viz., the
environment, and then proceed td mquire iuto the products or results obtained
from the adaptations to the Chinese environment, We believe that 4here are
iwe kinds of adaptation to environment among every people, viz,, the
simple-spiritual-subjective-passive adaptation by simply responding uncon-
ciousiy and 'pa.ssively to the cruel environment, and the complex--mat'efialistic
—objective-active '_adap—tation by atterriptin-g‘ to overcome the difficulties of
Mother Nature. Present day Western Civilization is essentially of the complex-
materialistic objective-active t}'pé,. and Ea.stcrn eivilization is primarily of the
simple spiritual-subjective-passive type, but at the same time the two types
are being found in every civilization. The subjective-passive type is subject-
ing to the forces of nature and accept the patural fate as it is, and_the‘
objective-active type is attempting to resist or overcome the hardsl_xips' of
nature. That is why people generally. say that Western civiiiiation'_ is
materialistic and scientific and Eastern civilization is spirituéiistic_an'd
Jddeilistic,
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