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ART TREASURES OF TEN GREAT TEMPLES OF NARA

VOLUME XVII

THE TODAIJI TEMPLE
PART 11

PLATES 1-5  HOKKEDO OR SANGWATSUDO

Width, 59 ft. 1} in. Depth, 82 ft. 71 in. Height,
(front) 37 ft. 1 in., (tback) 36 ft. 2! in.

PLATES 6-7  Ramno or OUTER ORATORY (HOK-
KEDO)
PLaTe 8 Cnozuya or ABLUTION-HALL (HOK-
KEDO)

Unlike all other structures belonging to the To-
daiji temple the Hokkedd or Sangwatsudd as it is
popularly called has successfully escaped ravages of
time and remains a centre of popular worship just
as it was in the Tempyd period, when it was erect-
ed. As stated in an old record, it existed in the
present situation before the appearance of the Dai-
butsuden Hall, but came to be incorporated in the
Todaiji temple on its erection in 743. The name
Hokkedd or Sangwatsudd comes from the fact that
in March (sangwatsu) is held an annual religious
ceremony of the Hokkeye function. The Hokkedd
was originally square in plan with six columns on
cach side and covered with a yosemune or shichu
roof. In 1199, however, Priest Chigen built the
Raidd or outer oratory in front; then the two were
connected with the Chddd or Corridor, the result
being such as we see at present—a building with
six columns at ends and nine at sides. The ablu-
tion-hall is attached to its east and faces to
the west. Now look at the details of the archi-
tectural style of the Hokkedd. In the exterior
the roof lined with a double row of rafters is
directly supported by a series of degumi brackets
with no intermediary kofemyo ceiling and its shirin
props. In the interior the ceiling of the chancel is
of the latticed type with coves and is divided into

—

three sections each fitted with a floral fengwar dec-
oration. All these features are instinct with the
refinement and nobility peculiar to the Tempyd
style. The Raidd, though constructed to keep as
much harmony as possible with the Hokkedd prop-
er, is in the Tenjikuys style prevalent in the Kama-
kura period as is to be witnessed in the free and
scrupulously careful structure of the top of the
building (Plate 6) constituted with a double kérye
beam surmounted with a tatheizuka upright, through
which runs a ank: brace, as well as in the vigorous
earlier Tenjikuys moulding applied to the end of a
nukt brace. The Chozuya also in the Tenjkuyo
style is to be dated to the earlier or mid-Kamakura
period, though its exact year of construction is un-
known. Being a subsidiary building merely for
practical purposes, it has nothing particularly beauti-
ful or very remarkable from artistic points of view
about it, Still we must admire the simplicity and
truthfulness with which this characteristic Kamaku-
ra building 1s worked out.

PLATE 9 CHANCEL OF THE HOKKEDO

On the platform of the chancel is installed a
magnificent statue of Fukikensaku-Kwannon, to
whom the hall is dedicated, He is attended in front
by Nikké-butsu and Gakkd-butsu, a little farther on
the left Bonten and on the right Taishakuten and
right ahead by two Kongd-Rikishi. Shitennd guard
the four corners of the platform and Benzaiten and
Kichijoten flank the deity at the back. Among
these are found the images of Miroku-butsu, Jizd-
Bosatsu and Fudé-Mydd with his two Attendants,
The renowned statue of Shikkongd-jin Vajra-panr)




stands in the shrine at the back of the principal
deity facing to the north.

PLATES 10-17  Fukokessakc-Kwannon Hok-
KEDG)

Standing statue. In dry lacquer and gilt. Height,
1t 10 in.

PraTes 1819 Diapem  oF  FUKUKENSAKU-
KWANNON
Height of Buddha, Y7 in,
PLate 20 Pepestal oF  FUKUKENSAKU-
KwANNON
Height, 3 L. 7! in.

PLaTE 21 Dais oF THE HOKKEDO

PLATE 22 TeEncAl  DECORATION OF THE
HoKKEDO

No other architecture in Nara preserves so well
as the Hokkedd the very best specimens of the Tempyd
arts and is so much saturated with the Tempyd
spirit as to take us instantly back to the days of the
efforescence of Buddhist arts in the Nara epoch.
The principal deity FukiOkensaku Kwannon stands
on the loti-form pedestal resting on the two-fold
octagonal dais, which lies on the rectangular plat-
form of the chancel. The divinity believed to save
us from all sorts of sin, heal all diseases and pains
and console everyone in his sorrow commanded
great worship of the populace in the Tempyd period.
The present image impresses us with grandeur re-
sulting from its colossal scale more than anything
else. Some lack in technical skill, for it was ev
idently produced during the time when they had not
yet acquired the mastery in executing in dry lacquer,
adds only the more to the effect of nobility, which
15 denied by too much perfection in workmanship,
The head just a little too large in the general pre-
portion as well as clear<ut facial features inspires
us with awe. The additional <ix arms, although
they may appear rather too numerous and too
much complicated at first blush, have their right
ful place here seeing that, but for them, it woukl
make the statue appear disproportionately tall and
monotonous. The two hands joined in the attitude
of benediction rivet our attention to the deity,
while the radiating six others tend to distract.

2

The pedestal not high, very solidly built and di-
vided into several layers lends itself 1o the clfect
of stability with which it securely supports the
gigantic image laden with eight projecticg arms.
The open-work silver diadem heaped with innumer-
able pearls, crystals and gems, cut into beads, tubes,
comma-shaped magatamas ete. 1s simply wonderful in
its elaborate and chaste finish.  The unigue design of
the mandorla 1s no less admirable, It consists of &
series of concentric elliptical curves and a large
number of radiating bars crossing them to form a
beautiful latticed screen, further enriched  with
numerous flame decorations. Overhead hangs from
the ceiling a floral canopy, of which the central and
eight encircling flowers are all set with a4 mirror
The lotus-flower (Plate 15) and hdsége (Plate 17) are
said 1o have belunged to this statue of Fukikensa.
ku-Kwannon, although without any authentic proof.
The former is wooden and coloured in green, ver:
milion and other pigments, while the latter is finished
in dry lacquer s gilt and touched with green, ver
milion and other colours, the stems being made of

wire within,

PLaTes 20225 BONTEN OR BRANMA ( HOKKY 100

Standing statue.  In dry lacquer. Heght, 13 1o
i in.

PLATES 24-26  TAISHAKU OR INDRA (HOKKEDO)
Standing statue, In dry lacquer. Heght, 13 (1,

i in
These companion pieces stand on elther side of
the two-fold octagonal dais of the main deity of the
hall. They are executed on a gigantic scale out of
the same malterial as that of the latter and harmonis-
ing well with it—in truth they are the largest of all
extant statues of Bonten and Taishaku, This fact

seems to prove that from the first they were intended
as guardians of this hall as they have continued
to be even to this day. Compared with their
enormous  dimensions, their eyes amnd noses are
carved rather too small, their hair too finely mark-
ed out and their folds in drapery too few and too
flatly rendered, all these things contributing to the
lack of accentuation, which ought to be present
such large scaled-works.  Minute examination,

however, reveals the dexterity in the execution
of details. Their serene features and calm posture
show that they belong to the earlier years of the
Tempyd period.

PLAaTeES 27-31  JIKORUTEN (HOKKEDO)

Standing stalue. Coloured and in dry lucquer,
Heldghe, 1011, 10, in.

PraTes 12-37  Zocndrey (HOKKEI)

Standing statue. In dey lacguer and coloured.
Heighe, 10 fu 1 in,

Prates 38-09 KOMOKUTEN (HOKKE DO

Standing statue  In dry lacquer and coloured
Height, 1010t 9 in,

Peares 4043 Tamonten (Hokkeno)

Standing statue.  In dry lacquer and coloured
Heght, 10 ft. 1 in.

Belonging tu the same group as the foregome
Bonten and Tamshaku, these Shitennd or  Four
Guardian Denies of Buddhism are placed on the
four corners of the platform in the chancel  Out of
the statues installed in this hall, seven Fukdken.
saku-Kwannon, Bonten. Taishaku and these Shiten.
n pieces may Justly be considered to be con
lemporaneous with the erection of the edifice  Like
the others these Heavenly Guardians are modelled in
lacquer with a simple framework inside, The figure
and hmbs are well proportioned, but the general
effect is stilf.  Rigidity in modelling details 15 partly
due to the great bulk of the work and partly to the
inmaturity in the art of dry lacquer statvary,  MHence
the traditional ascription of the Hokkedd and its
images 1o the year ¢. 733 15 not without foundation,
The static posture of the Shitennd standing nearly
straight and the calm and subdued expression in-
dicative of mental vigour are well worthy of this
golden age of Buddhist arts. The goblins trampled
under their fect are very skilfully worked out ; above

all the rendering of their heads and hair is masterly,
That of Tamonten is later in date.

PLATES 4419  Koxco-Rikismn (HokKEDD)

Standing statue. In dry lacquer and coloured,
Height, 11 [t 51 in,

Prates 50-556  Konad-Rikisimn (Hokkrno)

Standing statue, In dry lacquer and colourcd,
Height, 11 1. 3 in.

Another pair of militant champions of Buddhism
are arranged on the same platform besides Bonten,
Taishaku and Shitennd. Thev are very rare speci-
mens of Kongd-Rikishi placed on the dais to attend
the maln deity, for they are always enslivined in an
entrance-portal to guard o temple.  In technical
characteristics they are evidently of the same date
a5 the foregoing seven wiorks, but we have no
evidence whether they were originally placed on this
platform or in some gateway. Unlike the ordinary
half-naked  representation  of  Kongd-Rikishi  these
stutues are clad in suits of armour —a rare specimen
only to be seen painted on the doorpanels of
the Tamamushi Religuary in the Horylyi temple.
In their general type, modelling and colour-decora-
tion these pleces bear a very strong resemblance
to the Shitennd statues, but in the expression of
encrgy and frenzied passion are by far better than
any of the group. The grim and taciturmn Rikishi
whose blood s going to rise and his brother vociferat:
g in s unbndled fury are great masterpicces of
terniying guardians ooly comparable o Nid in the
Nandaimon Portal of the Todaigi temple.

PLATES 56, 58<60  NIKko-Bi st

Standing statue.  In clay and coloured.  Nelght,
6L Y40,

PLATES 57, 61-63  GAkkO-Bosatsy

Standing statue  In clay and coloured.  Meigla,
6 1. 9l in.

These extraordinarily beautiful statues are in-
stalled on the octagonal dais as attendants 1o the
principal deity of the THokkedd, Nothing is recorded
#5 o the production or hidtory of these master-
preces, but no one doubts that they came from the
Tempyd era.  Temple tradition gives them the names
of Nikké-butsu and Gakko-butsu,  Their type, how-
ever, is that of a Bodhisattva, and not of a Buddha.
Hence then identification as Bonten and Taishaku.
Still Bonten and Taishaku are very rarely represent-
ed clasping their hands in adoration, This difficulty,
however, may be dispelled when we are reminded that
m an varlier day when strict iconocrastic rules were
not always observed, it may not be unlikely that they




were sometimes represented in the attitude of listen
g o the divine teachings of Buddha. There are
not a few proofs to show that they did not primanly
belong to the Hokkedd, but were probably removed
from some other temple. They were onginally
enriched in colours, which have all peeled off.

Statuary in clay, with which the sculpture in
the Tempyd cpoch began, here attained the climax of
artistic development. Look at these works before
us, Discordant and jarring elements in earlier picces
have all been discarded. Harmony, suavity and
perfection in skill have taken their place, as is
shown in their tender and noble facil features,
well-rounded forms and soft and sinuous fingers. In
the treatment of drapery we can best see how this
unknown master attempted to idealize it so as to

reveal to the best advantage the beauty of human
body clothed therein and how wonderfully great his
skill was in the treatment of marvellously fine fold-
lines converging to their elbows raised to clasp
their hands in prayer and of gracefully clinging
robes of thin texture, which is shown in sleeves and
skirts so dexterously as the nature of the mediom
PETINILS.

PLaTes 64-65  Kicnpdres (HOKKEDO)

Standing statue. In clay and coloured. Hesght,
GlL7) in.

"LATES 6667 Benzarres (HOKKEDD)

Standing statue. 1o clay and coloured.  Height,
7120 i,

The statues of these goddesses stand far back
on the platform, Benzaiten east and Kichijdten west
of the principal deity.  The two divinities mentioned
in the Buddhist sutra Saishddkyd as resposive to
prayers lor malerial benelits must have been pro-
duced as companion picces and enshrined in the
same place.  According to temple documents the
first Kichijye service was held by Priest Jitsuchii
in 772, The Kichipdin Hall built for the purpese
was burmnt down by fire in 954. From that time on
the service s known to have been held in the
Hokkedd. Their technical style points (o the Tempy
perid, so they may be considered to date from the
time of Priest Jitsuchi.. They are so badly damaged

—

1

that clay has crumbled off in many places to show
wooden pieces and wire of the framework and
colours have also peeled and been faded. Even in
such a miserable state only prevented from final
collapse by means of an iron hoop, the images still
reveal the spirit of beauty peculiar to the Tempyd
period not to be conquered by ravages of time. It

5 also to be remembered that this statue of Kichi-

joten is the oldest specimen made for the sake of
the Kichipdye ceremony,

PLATES 68-T4  SHIKKONGONIN (HOKKEDD)

Standing statue.  In clay and c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>