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INDIVIDUAL DEFENSE OF: ITAGAKI, Seishiro

MAY IT PLEASE THIS TRIBUNAL:

The ceunts in which the accused, ITAGAKI, is charged are:-

(1) With all the accused in counts 1 to 5y-rOF
participating in the formulation or execution of a plan
concerning the Menchurian, China, Changkufeng, and Nomonh:
incident, and the Pacific Var in general.

(2) With all the accused in counts 6 to 17, with
having planned and prepared so-called wars of aggression,
and in violation of international law against the Chincse
Republic, the United States, Great Britain, The Commonwealth
of Australia, New Zealand, Canada, India, The Philippines,
The Netherlands, France, Thailand and the Soviet Unicn.

(3) With some or all the accused:

(a) In counts 18 and 27 respecting the causing and
execution of the Manchurian incident.,

(b) In counts 19 and 28 respecting the causing and
execution of the China incident.

(¢) In counts 23 eand 33, respecting the csusing and
execution of war against France.

(d) In counts 25 and 39, respecting the causing and
execution of the Changkufeng incident.

(e) In counts 26 and 36, respecting the causing and
execution of the mednhan incident.

(f) In counts 29y 30, 31, 32 and 34, respecting wagiﬁg
war against the United States, Philippines, Great
Britain, The Netherlands and Thailand.

(g) Count 44 charges cruelties to priseners of war;
count 45 in respect to Nanking; count ‘46 4n respect
to Canton; count 47 relates to Hankowj count 51 the
Nomonhan incident and count 52 the Changkufeng

incident, _
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(h) Count 54 and 55 allege violations of the laws of war,

The evidence which the accused ITAGAKI will present,

taken in connection with that already adduced, will show:

l. That he did not consciously join or participate

with anyone in any plan or preparation for ény=war of

aggression, or in the execution thereof or any war in

violation of international law,

2, That he had no culpeble or wrongful part in any

of the incidents mentioned in the Indictment and in the

evidence,

3. That he, likewise, had no culpable or wrongful

part 1n the causing of war against the United States, The
| Philippines, Greet Britain, The Netherlands cr Thailand.
4e That he neither caused, counseled, ordersd, per-
mitted, committed or condoned any mictrsoiment of any

! prisoners of war at any place,

i e el

: That, on the contrary, at all times and places with
) which he hed anything to do he endeavoured to sece to it tha

such prisoners were well and fairly treated and. within the

-"\-n-
b

o Limits oFf svrptiss gvallable, that they were well fed,
housed and clotacd,

| 9 That ne did not commit, or cause, advise, commar

or conaone any violaslicns of the lsws of war,
We will show that tlie livkéen incident was not pl
‘but was a chence occurrence whizh nappened following a long

serles of violent acts committed by the Chinese troops.

5 That the‘Kwantung Army, end Japanese nationsls, being in a

' place wherc tley hed a right to be, in order to defend agai-
the violent and murderous acts of the Chinese trcops, took
actions and measures solely for self-idefense,

{ The evidence will show that there was no .plan to se’

up militery government of Manchuria and that none was set w

. i N g g, e — ——
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That there was no plan, so far as the Japanese were con-
cerned, to have Manchuria secede from China and set up
an independent State, and that the movement which resulted
in such seccesion and the establishment of Manchukuo origine
ated with and was accomplished by the Manchurians themselve:
He will show that Pu Yi's coming to Menchuria was
the result of the wishes of the Manchurians and the burning
desire on Pu Yi's part to be restored as Emperor of the

Manchus.

It will be shown that the Concordia Soclety of

‘Manchukuo, was not to function in furtherance of wars of

aggression, but its purpose was to establish a peaceful
1and of kingly rule on the basis of racial concordiaj; the
accused ITAGAKI was not one of the founders of the society
and had no control over it.

The evidence will show that at the time of the
Marco Polo Brildge incident, ITAGAKI was the Commander of
the Fifth Division, was not connected with the General Stafl
and had no part in or responsibility for the China incident
mentioned in count 19.

His evidence will disclose that at the time of the
£fall of Nanking, ITAGAKI, as commander of the Fifth Divis-
fon was stationed at Paoting, Hopei; that he had no part
in, control over, knowledge of or responsibility for that

operation.

ITAGAKT beceme War Minister in the KONOYE Cabinet
at the urgent request of the Premier because KONOYE knew
that ITAGAKI agreed with him, on

(a) withdrawal of the Japanese army from Chinaj;
(b) peaceful settlement of the differences exist-

ing between Japan and China,

That as War Minister in the first KONOYE Cabinet
TTAGAKI made effort to bring about such.withdrawal and \

—_
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settlement; but that circumstances such as Chinese militsexr;

nction and CHIANG Kei-Shek's insistence on a policy of down

treading Japan, made it impossible end drove Japen into a

protracted war.

After the fall of the KONOYE Cabinet HIRANUMA re-
quested ITAGAKI to remain as War Minister. As establish-
ment of peace with China was by this time impossible, no
other course was op:n tn Japan save tc erdeavor to break
down China's enti-Japsncce attitude,

Tihis necessitated Jwupan's gearing her dcmestic
econoay to enable her to carry on such actlivities while,

at the sazme time, keeping herself preparcd to selze ¢cll

opportunities for settlement with China.
We will show that the negotistion with Cermany and

Italy for strengthening the anti-Comintern Pact was not

for purposes of aggression, but to lmprove Japan's inter-
national position and to induce China to gbandon her pro-
Comintern and anti-Japanese polilcies, to strengthen Japan

against the Scviel menace in the North and to save con-

tinental China from chaos.,

That Germany's conclusion of a non-aggression pact

with the Soviet Union ended the matter.

We will show that with respect to the advance of
some Japanese troops from China to Indo-Chines in September
1940, ITAGAKI had nothing whatever to do with it and 'was
and is not responsible in any way. That transfer of troops
was made by Imperial Headquarters in Tokyo which detached
the force from the China army and then ordered them to
Indo-China. Counts 15, 23, and 33 relate to this matter,

From July 1941 to April 1945 ITAGAKI wes in command

of the Korean Army and had no part in the plan for or cnen-

ing of the Pacific War.

AR
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The Korean Army was on a peace time'foot;ng up to February
1st, 1945,fand had ne operational duties in connection with
the Paeific War, .

1 From April 1945 to the termigation of the war ITAGAK
i was in Singapore as commander of the 7th Area Army,

We will show that with respect to prisoner of war
camps they were under the control of the Southern Area Army
;J and administered under the regulations promulgated by the
| duty wnd responsibitily ‘or Fhe SJay ANEStioR Talipe within ¢
| the custody of such prisoners and to supply them, ITAGAKI
at all times endeavoured to see to it that all priseners

werc dealt with fairly, and provided with food, shelter,

elothing a2nd medical care within the limits of the facilit-
ies evallable, Allied sinkings of supply ships and severing

S of transport and communication lines in the area caused a |

critical shortage of supplies, but he made the best possible

use of them, Prisoners received substantially the same

rations as Japanese soldiers.
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