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CONM'INUKD INTERROGATION OF
General Hideki Tojo

Date and Times: 7 March 1946, 1345«1640 hourse.

Place $: Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Japan.

Present ¢ General Hideki Toje

Mre John We Fihelly, Interrogater
Commander Yale Maxon, USNR, Interpreter
Miss Myrtle Be Mills, Stenographer

Questions by ¢ Mre. Fihelly.

Q

Were not the purposes of the Nine«Power Treaty different from those
of the New (Order in East Asia and the Greater East Asia Co«Prosperity
Sphere?

The main purpcse of both was the stabilization of East Asia. In that
respect they were the same, I think. We Jepanese felt that that was
the purpose ot the Nine-Power Treaty, but for the fulfillment of this
purpose, the iueas ol the Eurcopeans ano the Americans, on the ome
band, and the Japanese on the other, were very very different. If you
ask in whut respect they were different, I would like to reply by
explaining the matter fram the point of view of the East Asiatics,
since I am an East Asiatic.

At this moment, I don't intend to ask the question "why*. I wish now
to pursue the matter along my own line of interrogation. If you wish
to make a supplementary statement later, you may feel free to do so.

If you wanted to know "why* they were different, I could tell you why,
but the big purpose, I.think, was the same.

In the case of the Nine~Fower Treaty, is it not true that there were
nine Powers, including Japan, seeking the stabilization of East Asie,
whereas in the Greater East Asia Co=Prosperity Sphere and the New

Order, there was only Japan and the other couniries you have mentioned.
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Yes. The coupbries thut were incluaded in the Greater East Asia
CosProsperity Sphere were Japan, China, Manchuria, the Philippines,
Thai, anu Burma. There is one thing I wish you would notice « that
is that the countries did not definitely come into this Greater East
Asia CowProsperity Sphere until after the outbreak of the Greater

East Asia War.

Were not the three purposes of the Nine«Power Treaty the stabilization

of conditions in the Far East, the safeguarding or the righvs and
interests of China, ana the promotion of friendly intercourse between
China and other Powers upon the basis of equality oI oppertunity?

Yes, those three were. I think also that respect for the soverelgnty
ani the territoriel and administrative integrity of China was very
important. That was the primary object, I think,

pia not the Nine«Power Treaty specify the manner in which it was te
be enforced?

Minor matters like that are the responsibility ot the Foreign Minister.
I, a8 Prime Minister, cannot answer detailed questions of fact on mat-
ters of this sort, but I admit that these four points were important
parts of the Treaty. Those four points were the frame-work of the
Treaty. The manner ox carrying it oui and other things of the sort were
details that were the respomsibility ot the Foreign Ministry. I want

to say just one thing mores; Japan carried ouv faithfully the terms ox
the Washington Conference treaties. If you request me to, I can give

you an example.

Why do you say that the other provisions ol the Nine~Power Treaty were
minor matters?®

Sinoce T was Prime Mipnister, I had the responsibility for the more
jmportant matters only; for the less important matters on down the line,

there were others responsibles

Do you know what the various articles of the Nine«Power Treaty of
6 February 19«2 provided?

I hnt what the important ones were. I have them written, heree
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Was it not one of the provisions of the Treaty that the various
parties thereto agreed to maintain the principle of equal oppore
tunity for commerce and indusiry of all nations throughout China?

Yes. There is scmething I would like to say on thate Since the
Greater Bast Asia CoeProsperity Sphere came into being after the
Greater East Asia War had broken out, the Nine~Power Treaty o
longer was directly relevant. After the war had started, the
Nine-Power Treaty was not directly applicable since it was not
international law then. It was our duty %o uphola international
law, but the Nine«Fower Treaty was not international law thene

back to the witness who agreed as to its correctness./ The
matter of equality or opportunity is in the Treaty all right, but,
because or the reason that I have stated, the Treaty was not applie-
cable at that time.

On entering the war with the United Staves and Great Briiain, end
prior to that on envering the war with China, was it not the duty .
of Japan te respect all principles and provisions of international

law?®

Yes, but the Nine«FPower Treaty was not international lawe Don't
make a mistake about that because if you do it will leaa to.troubles

Who decided for Japan what constituted international law during
those periods?

1% is a matter of cammon sensey also, there were specialisis in the
Foreign Offiece who studied those matters.

¥hile you were Premier, who decided for the Japanese Goverment what
iniernational law was valid and wkat was not valid¥

Tn the Foreign Ministry there was a Treaty Bureau /kyoku/ where
specialists studied such subjectse

Whils you were Premier, did Japan respect the provisions of the
yarious Geneva and Hague Conventions?
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A At the time Japan entered the war, the various treaties ani intere
national law that applied were studied by me anu were respected by
Japan. However, I am not the Foreign Minister anu I am not the
hoad of the Treaty Bureau of the Foreign Office. Therefore, I do
nov know abouv the details,

But you were responsible, were you not?

A I was not the Foreign Minister or head of the Treaty Bureau so I
cannot remember all of the details.

Q Before you, as Premier, toock any action involving international law
or treaties, you had the advice ot the Foreign Office and your own
researches to go by, #ad you no¢?

A Yes, or course.

W Is iv your opinion that Japan followed international law or treaties
in all respects during the time you were Premier, especially in
regard to warfare between Japan ana England and America and the
fighting between Japan and China?

A Japan followed international 1&'.- of course,.

§  What aboui invernational treaties?

A There are many, you know,

% Did Jepan follow them?

A Bhe followed them up to the time of the outbreak of ware

4  Dic Japan follow /sonchd/ international law in all respects during
the time you were Premier?

A Yes, of course she did.

| Q  When you were Premier, did you have the advice or the Foreign Office
! : and also your own researches in respect to actions invelving treaties?
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& Yes. The Foreign Office was or assistance in study and reccome
mendations in regard to treaty matters. Under the Japanese system,
the prime responsibility for advice to the Throne in treaty matters

rests with the Yoreign Minister. I relied on the Foreign Minister
for these matters when they related to my own worke

% But, as you have stated, you also made a study of the matters
involved?

A roreign matters are properly the province of the Foreign Ministers
I, as Prime Minister, received assistance frem the Foreign Minister
who haa that responsibility. Unuer the Japanese system, each wabi-
pnet minister is responsible to the Emperor, bui it was nmy respone
8ibility to coordinuate the affairs of the various ministries. After
the war began, there was a tremenaous amount of coordination to do if
victory were to be achieved. Therefore, I had to rely on the various
cabinet ministerse Each cabinet minister had the responsibility fer
the affairs in his ministry, of course, buv, naturally, I had the
responsibility for ceordination.

) In relation to international treaty matters, while you were Premier,
in addition to advice from the Foreign Office, did you not, as far
as possible, also study them yourself before taking action?

A I did, but the greater part was based upon the work of the Foreign
Office which had the responsibility. This organization in Japan is
different from that of your country in that each cabinet minister is
responsible for advising the Throme directly on matters within his
province.

* Before you became War Minister or Premier, you had known for many
years of the verious provisions of the NinewPower Treaty, had you
not?

A Before that I was just an ordinary solaiere

Q Don't ordinary soldiers know about such things?

A N6 = just what they read in the pepers.
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% Have you not already told us that, from the time of the signing of
the Nine«Power Treaty, muny people in Japan were dissatisfied wiih
ivs provisions?

A Yes, I know thats It was out in the papers, but when I spocke to
you before of the dissatisfaction in regard to the treaty, I was
noi speaking from the point of view of my official responsibility
but only that there was such a feelinge

Q But this question does not apply to the time when you were Premier
or War Minister. Had you not known from the time of the signing
of the treaty of its general provisions and purposes?

A I knew of the big matters, such as the naval limitations agreement,
the withdrawal of troops from Shantung Province, the restoration of
rights in Tsingtao to China, the break up of the Anglo-Japanese
alliance, the fortification limitations /bobi seigen/, and the abro-
gation of the Ishii~Lansing Agreement, but I did motv know of all the
small detailse

Q Had you not known frem the time the Nine«Power Treaty was signed until
the time you became War Minister, that, in general, the five following
poinis relating to China were a part of it?

1) The stability of the Far East;

2) Safeguards for the rights and interests of China;

3) Promotion of friendly intercourse between China ana
the other Powers on the basis of equality of oppertunity;
4) ¥aintenance of the sovereignty, independence, and ter-
ritorial and administrative integrity of Chinag

5) Maintenance of the prineciple or equal opportunity for
commerce and industry ot all nations throughout Chinae

A This is a common sense answer, you know. Generally speaking, I dia
know abouv those five points that you have menvioned. I knew abouw
them, not from the point of view ot responsibility, but in a common
sense vaye

") Was not this point, in substance, a part of the Nine«Power Treatys
That the contracting Powers would refrain from permitting acts whieh
would be harmful to tranguility of friendly countries or from utilize
ing conditions in China in order to seek special rights which would
abridge the rights of citizens of friendly states?

e ———— . A
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A Yes,
Q Was there not also a point to the effect that no contracting Power

would enter into any agreements which would impair the Nine-Power
Treaty?

I don't remember for sure. The Nine«Power Treaty was signed by
Jepan, and I know that it had to be respected. During the time I
was Prime Minister, many treaties were signed, but that was after
the war had started. At that time, the NinewPower Treaty was not
applicable. In order to be victorious, many treaties with the
Philippines, anu so forth, were signed; not only Japan, but Englana
ana America also did the same thinge There are many examples of it.

Did not the Nine«Power Treaty proviae that if, in the future, any
problem with regard to it were to arise, there would be a full and
frank discussion between the parties concerned?

I don't remember distinctlye. This is the work of the Treaty Bureaues
It is the Foreign Minister's worke

Was it not your belief, as Premier, at the time of the beginning oi
the war between Japan and America and England that the Nine~Power
Treaty was invalid?

Uo you mean just before the war, or at the time of the war?

Bothe

In regard to the time before the war, I had no such ideq. We res-

pected the Treaty. After the war had begun, I believe that the
Nine=Power Treaty had no direct application.

Why, since the Nine~Power Treaty was still valia at that time, was the
treaty of November 1940, providing for a New Order in East Asia, signed

between Japan, the government of WANG Chingewei and the govermueni of
Manchulkuo? s 4
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The reasons for it are in the preface to the Japan-Manchukuo«China
Joint Proclamatione I have spoken of it before. At that time, I
was noi Premier « I was War Minister, but the responsibility for it
was that of the Foreign Minister.

Is there a sirgle word in that treaty referring to the Nine«Powex
LIreaty? |

I think that I am not the one tec answer that. Thuat is the Foreign
Minister'!s business. I was the War Minister.

o you know of any provision, reém:dluea of your responsibility?

'i‘hat is a matter involving responsibilities. I am not trying to
avoid responsibility, but I don*t want to give a vague replye.

You have with you a copy of this particular freaty?

NO.. I have note

® % ¢ %59 % %0
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Certificate of Interpreter

I, ___ Yale ¥axon, Cpdr,., USHR ; 11-=35-72

(Nane) (Serial Numbewv)
being e¥orn on oath, state that I truly trenslated the questions
and answers given from English to Jananese and from Jananese to
Englich resnectively, and that the 2bove transcristion of such
questions and answers, consisting of g _ nages, is true and
accurate to the best of my knovledge end delief,

(\_/gQLH ﬂ/} T

I;T John W. Finelly

Duly Dé{ailed Investizating Officer,
International Prosecution Section, GZQ, SCAP

Certificate of Stenosrasher

I, Myrtle B. Mills , hereby certify that I acted
as stenograsher at the interro ztion set out ahove, and that 1
transcribed the forezoing questions aad answvers, and that the
transcription is true and accura he hest of my knovledge
and belief.
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iyrtle 3. liills

Certificate of Interrogator

¥%
1, John W_Fihelly , certify that on ;7

day of WM , 1946, nersonally apneared before me ___TOJC

Hideki , and according to __Commander Yale iaxon, USHR ’

Internreter, gave the forezoing ans--ers to the several questions Set
forth therein.

TOKY)
(Flace)

_12 August 45
(Date)
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Q Do you know what the various articles of the Ninee
Power Treaty of 6 February 1922 provided?

A I know what the important ones were. I have them
th’ here.

Was it not one of the provisions of the Iireaty that
the various parties thereto agreed to maintain the
rineiple of opportunity for commerce and
try of nations throughout China?

A Yes. There is something I would like to say on that,
Since the Greater East Asia Co~Prosperity Sphere came
u:o : after the Greater East Asia War broken
ou e Nine~Power Treaty no longer was directly
rd.:nnt. After the mzod started, the Nine-~Power
Ireaty was not directly applicable -lnco it was not
international law then. was our duty to uphold

ty
international law, but ine=Power Treaty was not
tness

international law then,. back to the witness who
agreed as to its correec The matter of equality
of oLpormuy is in the Treaty all right, but, because
of the reason that I have stated, the Treaty was not
applicable at that time,
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Q

stability of the Far Rastj

eguards for the rights and interests
of Chinaj
3) Promeotion of friendly intercourse between
China gl!.ftho other Pgnn on the basis of
equali oppertunity
Haintenance of the smnimty' independence,
and territorial and administrative integrity
of Chinaj
Haintenance of the prineiple of equal oppore
tunity for commerce and industry of all
nations throughout Chins,.

A This is a common gsense answer, you know., Generally
speaking, I did lmow about those five points that you
have mn{iaud. I knew about them, not from the point
of view of responsibility, but in a common sense way.

Q Was not this peoint, in substance, a part of the Ninee
Power Treaty: m!
from permit acts which would be harmful to trane
rﬂ.ity of friendly countries or from uti cone
itions in China inorder to seek special rights whieh
would abridge the rights of citisens of friendly states?

3
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G Was it not your belief, as Premier, at the time of the
beginning of the war between Japan and America and
England that the Nine-Power Treaty was invalid?

A mmm:uathtontMm,orathMorth.
war

- Bothe
In regard to the time before the war, 1 had no sueh idea.
We respected the Treaty. After the war had begun, I
believe that the Nine~Power Treaty had no direect appli=-

\ the Nine~Power Treaty was still valid at that

ty of November 1940, providing for a

New Order in Bast Asia, signed between Japan, the govern=
ment of Wang Ching-wel and the government of Manchukuo?

A

The reasons for it are in the reface to the Ja
Manchukuo~China Joint Preoclamation. I have spo of
- I wags not Premier - I was VWar




