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THE 'ROLE OF NON-SCHEDULED AIR TRANSPORT

IN CHINA TODAY

by

C. L. Chennault, Maj, Gen.USA (retired) President, Civil Air Transport

L * x *

Before the start of War II, the non-
scheduled airline was an economic “small
potato” in the United States. The regular,
scheduled airlines appeared adequate to handle
all passenger, mail and express cargoes, and
the need for additional air transport was not

felt.

Today that sifuation has changed, not
~ only in América, but all over the world. In
the first place, the war put tremendous new
burdens on évailable air transport, burdens
the scheduled airlines proved incapable of
handling. Hard-pressed even in the airlifting
of priority passengers and mail, the establish-
ed a.irlines were utterly unprepared to move
the vast tonages of vital war materials and

troops demanding quick transport.

It was at this time that the so-called
ﬁon—scheduled airline came into prominence,
proving itself indispensable in the prosecu-
tion of war. It goes withouf saying that each
type of air service has its own peculiar
values. Mail and passenger service must be
provided on a regular basis between estab-
lished points. At the same time, the war
showed that a type of airlift must be avail-
able that is sufficiently versatile to handle

*

* * *

special situations as they arise.
This, to me, is the key to China’s air
For in 1948, China finds

problem today.
herself in a continuing struggle for existence,
a struggle that makes air transport a matter
of first importance. Supplying Chinese armies

in the field poses enormous difficulties, for

‘rather than a war of clearly-definable fronts,

it is one where “trouble spots’” arise and
disappear in confusing patterns. _

Today Chinese soldiers are bravely re-
sisting the Red threat on many fronts. In
some instances they are completely isolated

from outside help, save by air alone. T:’Vithout

airlift of food, military supplies and personnel,
cities like Taiyuan, Tsinan and Mukden could
not long continue their intrepid resistance.
In the days to come, who is to say what

other cities may feel the threat of enemy

 encirclement? It is vital that China , have

available sufficient non-scheduled, mobile air-

lift to maintain the st_ruggle in such areas.

Following the Wa:r; many in the United
States thought Ithe non-scheduled airlines
would have to cease operations. But subsequent
events proved otherwise. Even in pezaceful
America, the demand for non-scheduled air-

lift remained high, supporting such large

-._._.._3_



organizations as Slick and the Flying Tigers.
. Today Slick is flying 215-million ton-miles
per month, while the Flying Tiger outfit,
made up" in its executive personnel of ex-
AVGers, is not far behind. Mostly, their
cargo consists of such perishable items as

sea food and flowers, but thousands of other

goods are also speedily and safely, fransported

by U. S. non-scheduled airlines.

Recently there have been some Who;

have urged that CAT be compelled to fly

I think that the com-

scheduled routes.
- manders of Chinese troops in the north —
men like Fu Tso-yi, Yen Hsishan and Wei
_Li-huang — would be the first to resist
such constraint. With little knowledge of
what tomorrow may bring, _commanders

like these need and must have airlift that is

highly mobile, ready at a moment’s mnotice
to tackle each new situation as it arises,
unfettered by rigid schedules. And what is
important to the welfare of their armies is
important to the welfare of China.

Tt is interesting to point out here that;
in America where no1 war exists, the C.AA.
has seen fit to keep the functions of sched-
uled and non-scheduled airlines r;ompletely
divorced. The American C.A.A. feels that

there is an economic need for both types of

service, but that no single airline can effic-

_ iently offer more than one service.

Scheduled airlines are required, first and

- foremost, to fulfill their. obligation to carry

the mails and passengers. Where space re-
mains after these are loaded, it is permissable

to fill up with express cargo.

Probably no nation in the world is more
in need of air service than China today. Vast
areas of the nation are inaccessible either by
land or sea. Production areas, vital to the
restoration of China’s favorable balance of
world trade, must depend almost entirely on
air transport for the movement of their trade
goods to seaports. As I see it, there is more
than enough room for all three of China's
major éirlines, as well as for all the airlift
the CAF can muster. Each of us has a vital
funection in assisti'ng China toward peace and
prosperity, functions which for maximum

efficiency should be kept entirely separate.

Speaking for Civil Air Transport, I sol-
emnly avow that CAT planes will continue
to remain at China’s service: ready to airlift,
at a moment’s notice, the strategic cargoes
so vital to the successful prosecution of the
war and the restoration of China’s position

in world trade.
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