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heavy out-side demand, but ¢rain lands are now
e’ converted into ﬁelus of such commodities as

——ieas .

duce. This necessarily Leeps the country stored
with food grains barely sufficient for one year
ayd that necessarily the food reserves in our
dav should be fewer in number than in the
Jatter end of the 18th century. IFrom a rough
. calculation we estimated the other day_that what

— months or so and 1f the fact be really so and grais

- are not lmported, we must then be prepared for
the terrible scenes which ‘will be enacted from
April to June. The people even ‘when narvest is
very fair generally suffer daring these mounths
when we are entering upon a famine year wx*h
food reserves insafficient to carry the people

~ on to the next harvest, the horrors we are to
«experience can hardly be imagined. We staud
on a terrible uncertainty and lf our worst appre-
hensions should be realized itis of the utmost
‘importance that all necessary steps be vaken at

(]
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¥
t
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once. We have one advantage over the famine of

1770.'Lhe inhaman policy pursued then by Go-
vernment is nogonly unknown now but “Govf.
is all vigilanée aiia activity ®in adopting remedial |
measures in case the dirc evil prove a real fact.
When we remember the cruel rigour with which |
{  the revenue was.exacted, the refusal to take any |
| - excuse for default and the over-whelming sever-
ity of the punishments that followed it, we be-
come painfully aware of a fact which will ever

*sit' as a stigma on the British rule ie India.
While before the
‘one-third of a generation of peasants had been

v swept from the face of the earth by a dreadful
famine, this greed and violence on the part of

the Boglish rulers either destroyed or reduced

to indigence a~ whole generation of once rich
families. The revenue farmers, a wealthy class,

- who then stood forth as the visible Government

to the common people, being unable to realize

the landa-ta.x, were stripped of  their office, their
persons imprisoned an % their lands, the sole de-

- peudence of their families, re-let. The ancient

- “houses of Bengal who had engoyed& semi-in-
# s dependence uuder the Moghuls, and" ‘whom the
~ British Government subsequently acknowledged
as the loxds of the soil, farea siill worse. From

. ~ the year 1770 the ruin of the two thirds of the
* landed aristocracy of Bengal dates.. The Mo-
haraja of Burdwan dicd miserably towards the
eud of the famine and left a treasury so eélpty

. that his heir had _to melt down the family plate
“ to perform his father’s obscquies.
later we find the unfortunate young prince

| unable 10 eausty ‘Goverment demands, and a
prlsoner in his own palaee. ThE”RaJah of*- N uddeah
| “emerged from the famine lmpoverlshed and in

B dlsvrace, and Governmsnt eventually togk the
i management of his estates into its own hands.
g “Rani Banwari of Ra}shye a remarkable

lady, was threatened with dispossession, the |
sale of her lands and the withdrawl of her |

Government allowance. « ‘The young Rajah -of
Beerbhoom was confined for arrears of rent,
and the venerable Rajah of Bishenpore, after
weary years of duress, let out of prison only
to die. o such a deplorable state were the coun-

_try and its people

® But we live in an altogether different age. We
live under a truly Chrlstlan and humane Go-

verment.

addm(mal preaaure from, Government in the
shape of taxes bémg levied with atrocious cruel-
ty. - Ouar rulers are *indeed fully consclous'

103 of the famme

o _..;:g"a.; P .._H.-’.,J

their shoulders and the tea .
\ave made them

of 1770 and 1866 seencf to

almost nervous on the 'subject.” God  alone
" knows what mw'ht be the fatg in store for Be-

but itis a happy thing for the cpentry that |
he ,;,'._f_;_ted | Duke. ¢

© gal
# we have got two sueh enern‘etlc and kmd

Already thﬁ?
Prea '_"__'-nni to*meet ,t'h

A R
:.“‘,.;"-‘

jute, date, opium, indigo and other export pro- |

1s now in the river. “About 84,000 maunds of | of Rs. 2006 each, for titem to prosecute their ﬁ
the Indian rice bought in Calcutia 1s either |- S England to compete for the Civil service,
under dellvely or else 1s stored 1a Calcutta { These Scholarships weré 1o sooner e‘n*en than with-
~warehouses as a reserve for despatch to | drawn. His* Grace the Duke was mdlgnant he said =
districts whence emerﬂ'ent mdents may - be “ To speak of nine scholarships distributed over the

* fuod we have in the country could last only for two |

, and

+ 5400 on the Arrah Canal.
" main canal 463 villages aggregatmg 261 square

commencement of 1771 ¥

resemble so atnmnuq
1770, we must fe“iﬁfn;ﬁ*leea 1

Sixteen years _

‘they have one common object in view.They rarely
| act in concert-and seck each-others. help The people

reduced by a dreadful

famme and an eqzlly dreadful Government” ot
a.ll along ‘made a great mlstake. They generally

If our worst apprehensmns De rea- |

‘ lized, we need not entertam any fear. a.s to an ;)e0ple of England- The atmosphe1e or this eonntry,:w W

of the gravity of re«poﬁslbthty ‘which lies on |

'tages to our ce_fj{"jry, Vi 5 Al ﬁ-- Fed
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find that up to the evening of Tharsday ( the
4th ~ December ) 388,186 maunds of Burmah |
rice, and 84,134 maunds of Indian rice have
been de«patched to the 1aterior. The S. 8.
Dacca with 9,000 bags of rice from Burma,

with false hopes. After a hot discussion the matter
was dropt and the enacment of 1833 was consigned
to oblivion. But it was again revived by Lord
Lawrence, who proposed that nine Scholarships
should be givea to the L)eople of  India of the value

whole . of India—nine. scholarship for a Gowern-/ - i
ment of upwards of 180,000,000 of people as any ful-
| filment, of our pledqes of oblzgaz‘zons to the natives;
would be a farce.”” So the Duke was indignant. He 8
further said “there are many  places in the cove-
nanted serviee of India for which natives are per-
fectly competent, withont the .necessity of visiting’
this eountry ; and I believe that by competitive
examinations conducted at Calcutta, or even by pure
selection it will be quibe possible for the Indian
Government to secure’ able, excellent and efficient
administrators.” ~And the indignant Duke . ha.stilyj
withdrew the State SChOIal‘ShlpS and had a ‘clause
introduced by which the Governor General was fully’
empowered to admit natives into the Civil Service
“ although such native shall not have been admitted
to the Shid Civil Service of India-” in the usual
manner. When this’ announcement was made the'
miles have received water ; it is estimated that | Govermment.: was as ﬁ'“ height of unpopularity au_d it "

the area actually irrigated -is 104,000 acres. On | wase believed and unreservedly said that the s |

cess of the natives Who availed themselves of the
ﬁ:veKl?:ez lgzﬁ;ieee[:]lﬁ;lgzﬁgleyft s;:r;;e 133&3:31 scholarships aroused the Jeaflousy of the Government

and that this flimsy pretext was taken advantage of
that water will pass through the cutting on Jpro s g

‘ to put a stop to the advancement of natives.. Nev ;
the 10th 1mstant _ and save 3b0l{t 100,000 aCres 1 were they Justlﬁed n b11ngmg such a serious chapge '
of root and spring crops. Of the Northern

against the good faith of the Government ? The“
Bengal Railway the mere earthwork on this

scholarships were withdrawn three or four  years ago
line will probably give employment to 1000,000

and how many natives. have been admitted ?
people if that number were to come on the | The letter of the Kast Indian: Association has been .
works. Such measures as prudence and energy

replied to and His Grace said that the subject is
could devise tO avert the da,uur@r are bemg t

forthcoming. Three native sloops carrying a.bout
5,000 maunds of Balasore grain have come into
the Hoogley, and four more sloops have left
Orrissa. The thttaﬂ‘ong rice bought by the
Commissioner of Patna has come 1nto Calcutta
and 1s being de-upa.tched by rail ; and barley and
other grains bought by him haa arrived at the
‘Behar - stations from the North-West Provinces.
The work of transporting the grain into the
interior from the railway and river-side stations
has already begun. As regards storage of grain
no storehouse 1s yet hmshed but aevera.l have
‘been rented. The relief worke are being carried
on vigorously. Upwards of 8,300 men are at
works on the head-works at Dehree, and
From the western

1

under the consideration of Government and the
attention of the Government has been twice called &

%r(?vnelglo{u a'i‘iﬁle)teddut?YOf Oar[evegrcilor?lem}J liesu}: ;nr:gf to it. The Duke also promised to send the 19&91"
PR R LRI S TR T S T A of the Association to the Government and to request .

A > ° g | ™ | the early attention of that a.uthorlty to the subject. -_““
not commence before *ﬁ’*]?!'ll next, but upon thei The aubJeet ef the employment of natives was first
measures taken now to insure a future supply | taken up in 1833, it was ‘again ‘discused aftor an©
will materially depend the extent of misery mterval of 20 years that is in 1853 ; the subJect
‘which awaits us. at no distant date. Wﬁ ‘have, | has been again taken up in 1873 after a further in-
‘we say, great falth in Lord Norl; ; brao k’s eool'_ terval of 20 years, and we hope Lord N orthbrookh.

determmauen and Slr Geo{g; re’s untmug enefg‘y, | ~will not leave the matter to be ‘settled after a fur-..j‘ e
but  when the ~external  circumstances | then mterval of 20 or m 20 years. “Now let us see, ~ =
surroundmg the present © season of drought | the promise was ‘made and the State scholarships
Ghese of the famine of | withdrawn by the indignant Duke some three or

) peful than fw% gufrht I t'our yefars age, a.nd if he had let_matters stood as
' this time say about 20 natives might. "‘:I;ff}";:;

for while a wrong calculation of a s‘angmne \ ‘were, by S
nature might lead us to sure destmehon, ]ﬁf’e g(gj ;EPIO{::;%S llflm ;heem(i)llglr dSGII'I’OI;';e f:f 1{:11;;13';
alcuia 1 a 0 OSlte} a en if fals us na e, 0 ,:b |
> t a8 Ot . PP .;in Wte ﬁ’Vﬁ.d,,..; - M 1als _fﬂ,_afaetleu h) Le""f Lawrence but HIS ‘ oo

e i &Is"tr.-: yute only nine acholarshlps over“ a“
pO ’ 3 ..g-, P r i:g _, _.: To g;we te ﬁ-ect th‘erﬁforﬁ '
‘to .the ‘vvtshee of His Grace, Lord Nortffﬁrect musb .
| do something more “than - that't Well it mus 1 be
| settled after all whether what His Grace said was
"-'_'merelyaheax.  There isa ring of Sm(:elety in thea
tone and  expression ef wthe - ane but then the
| fact is, for forty years ‘the . Ge‘vernment has bae}i&" s
wh et.tmg the appetite of the natives and as y,etﬁ nob . N
a. bone has been given to them. We hope a
| British Indian Association will follow in the wake =
of the Eael: Tndian, and other Associations both in - &
this and the Bombay Pr esidency will also~- felle
and "'",abse HlS Exeellen ¢y the ﬁverﬁer General ¢ ’; B
5 . »This will at once remove the e
efe is any sincerity in the promises

'B”‘ef gwg ‘the natives hlgheb

f‘:

Ter Creit SERVIGE OF INDIA“T}IB East Indlan
Association is doing a noble work, and it is a great
pity that the natives of India for Whom the Associ-
ation works have not sufficiently appreemted that
body of phllanthropls‘ee The Brltleh Indlan __ Asao-
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pathy and umty between thase two -'.j;d;e“e '-*\‘,heugh

of Bombay are wiser, indeed the’ ‘Association in
England owes it origin to them, and were it not for
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