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The Problem

Wikipedia project does not reflect enough the world’s cultural diversity.

What can we do?



Wikipedia Cultural Diversity Observatory (WCDO).

“a joint space for researchers, developers and activists to study and fight
against the knowledge gaps and increase cultural diversity in contents”.
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http://wcdo.wmflabs.org



Problem of lack of Cultural Diversity
in Wikipedia



Why is Wikipedia failing at gathering the human cultural diversity?

|) Concepts from one context not represented in their native language because
they do not have a Wikipedia.

We should look for new potential Wikipedias.

2) Concepts from one context not represented in their native language even though
it has a Wikipedia language edition.

We should encourage these Wikipedias to represent their context.
3) Concepts are represented but .We won't talk about this.

We should encourage and facilitate content translation.
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(1) Look for Potential Wikipedias



There exist approximately 7000 languages according to Ethnologue (SIL).

We need to detect potential languages
that can easily become Wikipedias.

But which?

EGIDS (language social status) sets some priority along the number of speakers.



Potential new Wikipedias

We need to detect potential languages that can easily become Wikipedias with million speakers and
the language status code (EGIDS).
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* Missing territories (not covered by a Wikipedia of an indigenous language)
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Why is Wikipedia failing at gathering the human cultural diversity?

2) Concepts from one context not represented in their native language even though
it has a Wikipedia language edition.

We should encourage these Wikipedias to represent their context.



(2) Encourage cultural context
representation in small languages



For each Wikipedia language edition, we aim at selecting the Cultural Context
Content (CCQ), i.e. traditions, language, politics, agriculture, biographies, places,
events, etcetera, related to the territories where the language is spoken.



We have many Wikipedias with a small CCC

CCC%
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92 with < 100 art. geolocated in their territories.

100 156 with < 100 art. including keywords such as

the language name or territory name in their title.
I I 197 with < 100 art./men biographies related to
their territories.
- .

197 with < 100 articles’women biographies
related to their territories.
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|45 Wikipedias CCC is below 10% of their content.

[https://wcdo.wmflabs.org/list_of wikipedias_by cultural_context_content]



* Minoritized and minority languages

253 out of the 302 Wikipedia
languages are from languages
which  coexist with other
languages with a higher social

o .

English and Russian are the
Spanlsh

languages which overlap most  TESEL
with other Wikipedia languages
(87 and 37) because they are Mandarin

official at country level.




The inverse unusual situation

In some African languages, cultural context content tends to be represented in English
or French rather than in their native Wikipedia.

For instance, Luganda Wikipedia (from Uganda) has a very low CCC (just 3.15%).
There is an opportunity to give a digital life to the language through Wikipedia.
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* We can create lists of missing CCC articles in minoritized languages that exist
in higher status languages and encourage them to create them.

For example: Luganda language coexists with English as a higher status language

“Status 3 wider communication” and “Status | national” correspondingly).
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Missing CCC Articles
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We should encourage them not only to build a Wikipedia,

But to create their most unique and specific knowledge about their context:
few lists of 100 articles on different topics can really make a difference.

Arctic char fishing. By Ansgar Walk.

We need to value their knowledge and difference.




Why is Wikipedia failing at gathering the human cultural diversity?

3) Concepts are represented in one language but across the other.

This is going to be in another session.



Thank you very much!
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